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NORTH  AND  WEST  TEXAS 


C(.)L()XEL  LEVIN  T.MILLER  is  a promi- 
nent law.ver  and  real  estate  operator  at  V ichita 
Falls,  where  he  located  iluring  its  very  eriidiest 
years  and  wdiere  he  has  ever  since  I)cen  promi- 
nently identiliecl  wdth  its  great  progress  and  up- 
building. Colonel  Miller  has  a distinguished 
histor}-  and  is  a man  of  mark  in  many  tvays, 
having  been  a leader  in  military,  political  and 
professional  affairs  frenn  the  days  of  early  man- 
hood. 

He  w'as  born  in  Preble  county,  Ohio,  in 
1838.  His  parents  were  Levin  and  Frances 
(Euell)  Miller.  His  father,  whc>  was  also  a 
lawyer  by  profession,  w'as  born  in  Penns}d- 
vania,  made  his  home  in  Preble  county,  Ohio, 
until  ISHr,  and  then  moved  to  \\  illiamsport, 
Indiana,  where  he  died  in  18d7.  Colonel  I\Ii]- 
Icr’s  mother  was  born  in  Kentucky,  was  mar- 
ried in  Preble  county,  Ohio,  and  passed  away 
at  Williamsport. 

Colonel  Miller  is  an  alumnus  of  \\  abash 
College  at  Crawfordsville,  Indiana,  where  he 
graduated  in  the  scientific  department  in  18, 78, 
when  twx-nty  years  of  age.  A short  time  later 
he  w'cnt  west  and  located  at  Independence, 
Missouri,  where  he  began  the  study  of  law  with 
Judge  Hove}'  as  preceptor,  and  in  the  latter 
part  of  1859,  when  twenty-()ne  years  of  age, 
was  admitted  to  practice  by  Circuit  Judge 
Hicks  at  Independence.  He  returned  to  \\  il- 
liara.sport  in  1800.  At  the  (nitbreak  of  the 
Ciiil  M ar  he  raised  a company,  whicli  was  at- 
tached to  the  Tenth  Indiana  Infantry  as  Com- 
pany B,  and  went  out  on  the  tlirec  months' 
enlistment,  young  Miller  being  its  first  lieu- 
tenant. This  company  was  engaged  at  the 
battles  of  Garrick’s  Ford,  Rich  Mountain  ami 


Beverly.  When  the  three  months  was  up 
Colonel  Miller  returned  home  and  raised 
another  coiiipany,  Company  K,  Thirty-third 
Indiana  Intantrv’,  and  was  made  captain  of  this 
company  wdiich  w'as  a part  of  the  Army  of  the 
Cumberland  under  Thomas.  F'rom  the  cap- 
taincy Air.  Miller  was  promoted  to  m.ajor,  to 
lieutenant  colonel  and  then  colonel  of  the  regi- 
ment. and  during  the  larger  part  of  his  last 
}-ear  in  the  army  he  commanded  a brigade. 
He  won  every  one  of  these  promotions  by  hard 
and  meritorious  sendee  on  the  field,  and  he  w'as 
one  of  the  mevst  efficient  officers  the  Thirty- 
third  Regiment  ever  had.  As  an  officer  of  this 
regiment  he  was  at  the  battles  of  Wildcat, 
Cumberland  Gap,  in  the  battles  on  the  way  to 
Atlanta,  ami  was  in  all  the  fighting  in  the  siege 
and  taking  of  that  city.  His  time  expired  after 
the  .Atlanta  campaign  and  he  then  came  home. 

Owing  to  his  fine  army  record  and  his  proved 
character  and  ability.  Colonel  Miller  soon 
came  into  prominence  in  the  state  of  Indiana. 
He  engaged  in  the  practice  of  law  at  Williams- 
port, and  in  1SC5  he  was  appointed,  by  Presi- 
dent Johnson,  to  tlie  office  of  governor  of  tlie 
territory  of  Ak'Hiana.  He  had  just  married, 
and  a>  bis  wife  did  not  care  to  go  to  the  Chen 
far  off  country,  and  as  Alontaiia  did  not  at  that 
time  give  eviclence  of  great  wealth  of  resources, 
he  declined  this  aiipointinent  and  remained  at 
W’llliarnspori  in  law  practice.  He  was  among 
the  leaders  in  Republican  politics  in  Indiana, 
and  in  1810  was  nominated  for  attorney  general 
of  Indiana.  In  this  candidacy  he  stumped  the 
state  w ith  < ieiieral  Benjamin  Harrison,  who 
was  the  candidate  for  governor ; the  Republican 
ticket  in  the  state  was  defeated  that  year. 
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. ii..iK-!  -MilK  r tims  g.-iincd  a lar>:e  ai:<.iuaml.:uict- 
.1)  the  icaditi"  men  of  Indiana,  and  he  i,s  .'till 
\\  - U rcTnamberrU  in  hi'  fan  of  the  state. 

C ol.,-u  i .MsIK  r came  ont  to  jTxa,'  in  ijiSI,  and 
for  Etc  fo-'t  w'-ar  \va'  a partner  in  the  law  firm 
• ^ r;i\vf"id  X-  Crawford  at  I>alla,'.  In  Xor  eni- 

her,  lie  came  to  W idiita  Pal!;'.,  which  Then 

.'.  .a'.  ‘i!;e  nn  re  aerm  of  a town,  and  the  ccnrnt_v  of 
Wichita  had  only  jtmt  been  organized.  The 
! ten'ci  r r-oad  had  also  iimt  been  ccinipletea  to 
via  pi-’-cc.  .'itiil  the  town  vva.-  tKg'mmng’  that  era 
of  pn-cpcrotii-  (Ito  elf >pjueiu  v\hich  has  since 
m.idc  t!  orte  of  the  leading  comiiiercial  centers 
.f  north  Texas.  Cnlond  Miller  has  nia.le  this 
c-t'.  Ins  residence  cvc'r  since,  aitd  ha.s  been  en- 
in  the  practice  of  law  and  in  the  real 
i.staie  and  loan  business.  J-et  eral  time.s  he  has 
received  ajipointiticnts  as  special  jndgL  of  the 
drstrict  conrl.  He  i'  .a  worthy  and  honored  citi- 
zen, and  lias  made  a fine  record  in  ail  iine.s  of 
Ins  endcae-or. 

Colonel  Miller  was  married  at  WilltamsporL, 
Indiana,  in  June.  te'  .Miss  Sarah  llichcns. 

Site  was  .T  mo.st  highly  esteetned  woman,  and 
her  death  at  iN'ichita  Falls,  on  -May  '.’(i,  19<U, 
vv.'ts  the  occ.isio.n  of  great  sorrow  to  the  hiisls 
of  friends  and  acquaintancc,s  who  have  for  so 
many  sx-firs  I'.vrd  and  lionored  this  noble 
Couple.  I he  om;  svin,  Fred  S.  ..\liiler,  is  tKav  in 
imMixs'  in  Chicag'i,  the  d.aiightcr.  Miss  Mary, 
rhed  at  f . dorado  Sjiring  in  September,  !p03, 

CHAKLES  W.  HODCE.  M,  D.  Among 
ili..sr  who  have  attained  thsiiiicnve  ju’csiigc  in 
tin  r.rartice  of  medicine  ami  surgery  in  tjiianah 
ino  ilardcnian  countv  and  wh<>sc  success  lias 
''sne  as  the  re.sult  of  thorough  iechtiica! 
nsiormaiion  and  skill,  stan<ls  Hr.  t.  harlcs  W . 
i fodg,.,  wh.s  is  a man  (T  scfioldrly  attannncnls 
:o;-i  uIt  . has  nuulc  dec|)  and  tareftt!  research 
into  sin  t\^o  sciences  which  he  is  det'oting 
bis  ,Ce.  lU  was  horn  at  r aTrnersvilk-,  1-Oui Si- 
am;, in  isv:y  a son  .»{  the  Rev.  Charles  \V  and 
Mar-.  ,\.  t C>:;,i gi;  1 Ib'.dgr.  rhe  father  was  a 
o r !i!  vise  Mc’hodist  cTmrch.  was  a native 
of  < .rgia,.iinl  Ids  dcatli  occurrc'.l  in  1 .oui.siana, 
- i;d  ,d;„  i his  wife's. 

Vim  chnob,  (.f  hiv  nato'c  city  ffharles  \\  , 
i V - hto  ivc-i  ive-.i  his  early  mental  training,  while 
•duc.vtion  was  pinsuct!  at  Tnlane 
:d  i,  :o  'io,  Xev  t irlcans.  vJicre  he  remained 
...  i.  ; ; .Liiis  ami  gnidiiaied  ardt  the  cl.ass  of 
I wr  It:-  hr-o  pnietice  was  at.  Logtmui.  e>n 
. ’uo  nwibio;  i c I r.  iheiu  e rct'irm  d to  Fan  tie  rs- 
.ode,  Moi  in  isss  took  !!j>  his  abode  in  Alex- 
i ndm  i'.rallt  comity,  ! es,as,  there  continuing 
iio,  jsrasi  .r'u  of  Ids  clmsci;  firotcssioii  until  l8Sh. 


In  that  year  he  located  in  Oiianah,  and  is  now 
numbered  among  the  oldest  phy.sicians  in 
Hardeman  county,  where  he  has  built  up  an 
excellent  jiractice  and  has  won  the  commenda- 
tion of  the  pulilic  anil  his  professional  brethren. 
He  is  al.'O  local  surgeon  for  the  Ftirt  \\ Orth  & 
Itemcr  ;ind  the  Frisco  Railroads,  a rneinher 
of  the  State  Medical  and  the  ranhaiidle  Medi- 
cal Societies,  a member  of  the  F.  & IM..  a 
Royal  .\rch  Mason  and  Knight  Templar;  also 
a Knight  of  Pythias.  Dr.  Ffodge  was  united  in 
marriage  to  I.eona  (Gillette)  (doshorn. 

R(.).P>ERT  A.  PO<  >LE,  who  since  180(1  has 
iteen  a resident  of  Johnsriii  county,  is  now  en- 
gaged in  Inisiness  as  a grain  and  feed  merchant 
at  ('lel)urne.  He  was  born  in  East  Feliciana 
parish.  Louisiana,  November  10,  1835,  and  is  a 
.son  of  ( iriando  L.  and  Elizabeth  (Poole)  I’oole. 
'I'he  father  was  horn  in  Louisiana  and  came  to 
Te.vas  with  his  family  in  the  fall  of  bSdO,  after 
Texas  had  become  ati  independent  republic. 
He  settled  in  the  northeastern  district  in  Bowie 
count}’  at  Old  Boston,  and  thirty  miles  from 
I'exarkana  and  there  followed  the  occupation 
of  farming.  When  the  Mexican  war  was  in- 
augurated his  health  was  loo  poor  to  allow  him 
to  enli.st,  Intt  he  furnished  another  man  an 
outfit  and  niotie}'  to  enter  the  .service,  Mr. 
I'oole  ccmtiniied  to  reside  in  Bowie  county 
utiul  18(o.  when  he  removed  to  Johnson  county 
to  join  Ins  son.  Robert  who  had  arrived 
here  the  {previous  year.  His  remaining  days 
were  passed  in  this  county,  his  death  occurring 
in  Cleburne  in  1898.  wliile  his  wife  passed  away 
in  the  .same  year. 

Rolverl  A.  Poole  was  reareil  to  farm  life,  but 
spent  much  of  his  time  in  mercantile  pursuit.s. 
For  about  four  years  Ivefore  the  war  he  was- 
engagevt  in  me^chandi^i!lg  at  Ltokesv  illc,  in  the 
southeastern  ].-art  of  Otoctaw  .Xatiivn,  Indian 
Terriiru'}.  In  tlio  .spring  of  180'i  he  joined  the 
Confederate  arm}',  goittg  ivitt  with  Company 
fl,  I’ir.st  I'exa.s  Batt.al  ion,  which  inov  eel  east- 
ward to  A]  ississippi.  The  command  was  re- 
organized at  Corinth  and  Firmed  into  the 
'niirtv-.second  Te.xas  Infantry.  Air.  T’oole’s 
serv’ice  was  mostly  in  Kentuck}',  Tennessee, 
.Mi.'sissip])!  and  Gefirgia,  and  iti  fact  he  partici- 
pated in  .ill  o)f  -lie  most  important  engagements 
of  the  Conftolcrate  .Army  of  the  Tennessee,  be- 
ing attached  to  Bragg’s  command  tnuch  of  the 
time,  I'he  first  notable  engagement  in  which 
he  particrpiated  was  at  Richmond,  Kentucky', 
under  General  Kirby  Smith  and  later  he  was 
in  the  liattle  of  PeiT}  ville.  that  state.  He  was 
also  with  the  army  as  it  left  Kentucky  going 
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south  and  he  participated  in  the  battle  of  Stone 
river,  near  iWurfreesboro.  Tennessee.  Subse- 
quently he  entered  the  Chickamauga  campaign 
and  participated  in  the  battle  of  Cltickamauga 
under  Bragg  and  was  then  .sent  to  relieve 
Vicksburg.  E'ulkjwing  the  capitulation  of  that 
city  the  army  to  which  he  was  attached  joined 
the  Confederate  forces  opposing  Shennan  at 
Atlanta,  and  Mr.  Poole  was  in  the  siege  of  that 
city  and  in  various  battle.s  of  the  Atlanta  cam- 
paign. He  was  then  with  Hood  on  the  cam- 
paign back  toward  Na.shville,  was  in  the  battle 
at  that  place  and  afterward  moved  southward 
to  ]\Iobile,  his  last  engagement  being  at  Spanish 
E'ort  across  the  bay  from  the  city  of  Alobile. 
Followiiig  the  battle  of  Ricliinond,  Kentucky, 
he  became  ordnance  sergeant. 

When  the  w'ar  was  over  l\tr.  Poole  returned 
to  Bowie  county  and  plantiul  a crop,  but  it 
proved  a failure  on  account  of  the  Red  river 
flood.  He  then  came  to  Johnson  county  in 
18(10  and  has  here  practically  lived  since,  mak- 
ing his  home  most  of  the  time  in  Cleburne. 
He  has  fanned  to  some  e.xtent  in  the  county', 
but  ha.s  spent  most  of  his  time  in  mercantile 
life.  For  three  years  he  conducted  business 
at  Plano  and  be  is  now  whole.sale  and  retail 
dealer  in  hay,  feed  and  grain  at  Cleburne.  He 
has  sold  his  farming  interests,  but  has  consider- 
able valuable  real  c.state  in  the  city. 

Mr.  Poole  was  married  in  Bowie  county  to 
Miss  Caroline  Hayes,  and  they'  have  eight 
liv'ing  children,  Airs.  Ola  Keith,  Mrs.  Ora 
Jacobs,  Airs.  Ina  White,  Airs.  Teddy  Pitts,  Airs. 
Hffa  Cline,  Oscar  E.,  (,)tis  H.  and  Alell.  Mr. 
Poole  holds  inembcr.shij)  in  tlie  Baptist  church, 
while  his  fraternal  relations  are  with  the  Ala- 
sons  and  in  his  life  he  exemplifies  the  henefi- 
cent  spirit  cif  the  craft.  For  five  years  he  was 
IKistiuaster  at  Clcbunic,  l)cing  appc)inted  dur- 
ing Pre.sident  Cleveland’s  second  administra- 
tion. His  business  activity  has  been  the  lead- 
ing feature  in  a creditable  success  that  makes 
him  one  of  the  leading  merchants  and  sub- 
stantial citizens  of  Cleburne. 

JOHX  AlEYER.  In  the  settlement  of  our 
country  the  German  has  vied  with  the  .Anglo- 
.Faxon  in  the  accomplishment  of  substantial 
and  tangible  results.  The  opportunities  here 
afforded  and  the  sincere  freedom  here  guaran- 
teed have  attracted  the  hardy  and  thrifty  emi- 
grant from  King  William's  dominions,  and  the 
addition  of  this  tongue  and  the  infusion  of  this 
blood  have  worked  beneficent  results  in  the 
promotion  of  American  institutions  and  in  the 
formation  of  American  character.  Vigorous  in 


mind  and  liody  and  strong  in  industrial  ten- 
dencies, but  with  poverty  of  purse  and  .self-con- 
ceit the  typical  German  begins  his  careet 
among  us  in  a .simple,  hone.-t  an<l  iinas^iiniing 
way.  V\  ith  this  brief  introduction  as  a tribute 
t(.)  their  race  we  lieg  the  indulgence  of  the 
reader  c'f  the.se  pages  while  we  narrate  brieily' 
the  life  story  of  one  who  wa.s,  for  more  than 
a quarter  of  a century  , a subject  of  a ( ierman 
king, 

J(dm  Aleyer,  one  of  the  feu  jii.vneer.s  yet  re- 
maining in  the  Gharlie  neighborhood  oi  Clay 
county,  was  horn  in  the  Province  of  Bawiri.a 
near  Baireuth,  February  14,  181.1.  His  father 
was  George  Aleyer  and  his  grandfather  was 
John  Aleyer,  both  born  in  the  same  di.strict  as 
our  subject.  They  were  farmers  and  the  latter 
was  accidently  killed,  leaving  three  .sons,  \iz: 
George,  John  and  the  other  brother  (olni  Fred 
by'  name.  George  Aleyer  married  Catlierme 
Sdiaurer  and  ua.-,  the  father  of  these  children, 
namely;  John,  Gathoriiio,  George,  Frederick. 
.'Anna.  Thomas,  of  San  Francisco.  Galifornia, 
and  Alargaret. 

C>ur  subject  obtained  a fair  education  in  hi.s 
native  land  and  acijuired  a knovvleilgc  of  farm- 
ing I'roui  his  ancestry.  .At  twenty-five  years  tu’ 
age  he  left  his  old  iionie  bound  for  “the  land 
arro,--s  the  .sea.”  Ele  sailed  from  Bremen  on  the 
sliip  Atlantic  bound  for  X*ew  York  and  was 
eighteen  day'.s  at  sea.  Heavw  .sea.s  delayed  and 
lengtliened  the  passage  i in  iR'/2  the  ve.sscl  .sank 
near  X'ew  Fonmlland  with  all  on  board).  Di;s- 
cnibarking  at  (Eastlc  ( i.arden  Mr.  Meyer  left 
the  city  in  three  day's  for  Bay  Gitv.  Michigan, 
where  he  secured  empT lynieiit  in  a .shingle  mill 
for  a time.  Un  Cuming  farther  acst  he  located 
in  Ali.s.souri  v\hile  visiting  an  uncle.  Hearing 
'.if  the  opening  of  the  C.l.sage  Himinidicd  Re.serve 
in  Kansas  to  actual  settlers  he  made  his  vs'ay 
to  that  then  frontier  country  and  emcred  a 
tract  in  Montgomery  county.  He  built  a 
.settler’s  shaiuy  , returned  to  Alis.souri  t>.i  better 
prepare  him.self  for  the  ordeal  of  “pro\  iug  up" 
on  his  land  aiul  while  absent  the  party  having 
charge  of  his  claim  sold  it  and  J.,ihn  wa-  oliniin- 
ated  from  the  situati'On. 

Being  tliu>  shut  out  of  a pr.-'^pcctii a,-  home 
and  cast  u])on  the  worbl  to  drift  whither  he 
would.  Air.  Alcv'cr  sought  work  on  the  Ai.  K.  ..A; 
T.  Railway,  then  building  south  through  Kan- 
sa.s  toward  the  Indian  Territory  line.  He 
worked  on  the  track  about  Him'.b'jldt  ami  fol- 
lowed its  construction  smith  for  a feu  months 
and  then  went  into  the  restaurant  luisincss  in 
Ghetopa.  This  locatii.ni  provetl  only'  temporary 
arid  he  came  to  Texas  on  his  ne.vt  ino\  e. 
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It  v.;>-  in  tht*  year  1870  that  he  fir.st  hehelcl 
the  Lone  Star  '-■aie.  He  fennid  ready  tirpioy- 
rr.eni  '.u  ranching  and  in  it'72  he  drove  a herd 
■ ■t  i .inJr  ;r<;ni  i-oi'i  ' .riinii  to-  CuluraJo,  in  com- 
vitii  • ilur-^  ■•r  Chri^  I'e[>per'>  men,  and 
w in  -,  hi>  ivoi'k  V.  a:~  fnii-vhed  m tiiat  cC'imection 
tiira-v  of  du;  juiny,  !iirii>e!f  included,  equipped 
th<  fi,sches  ior  a liutTalo  hunt.  IVoni  Cirtober 
till  ('hid.-^tmas  rime  they  lay  out  (>;!  the  great 
T.daii'o  cii't  of  the  Rockies  and  slew  bultaio 
a!n.;-.»t  like  birds,  taking  .some  three  or  four 
hniii  iv  ;1  hides  and  thuusaiHls  of  pounds  of 
meat.  Killing  biittaio  at  a '.vatcr  hole  wa.s  like 
kiiling  rats  in  a trap  and  it  m as  this  method 
;he'-  usc'l  in  snaring  tile  hi.son  mammoth  (-f 
liu"  jdain.  .Soon  aiitT  -Mr,  Meyer  tvenl  to 
l,:is  Animas,  tiolorado.  and  was  employed  as  a 
clerk  in  a store  there  til!  his  return  to  l.e.xas 
in  1>7  1.  lie  joined  the  force  of  cowboys  at 
Ctiriis  s rancii  in  t lay  cranny.  Their  Diamond 
l.lalc  projK-riy  \va.N  a tveli  known  one  and  with 
it  our  subject  remained  until  167 S.  earning  a 
'.vage  of  iwcnty-fn  c dollars  a month  and  saving 
enough  of  it  to  [un  him  in  ]h .sse.-'.siisn  of  a s.mall 
bimrli  of  cattle  of  hts  <.>\t  n.  LU'cuimg  to  engage 
in  fanning  he  benight  a tract  of  land  near  the 
\\  ichita  ru'er  and  scnlcfi  on  it  and  began  its 
iiii|.>rovcnKnt,  Ilis  farm  title  coming  into 
!|iit;siio!i  and  <iis)nite  on  account  of  prior  claini- 
ants,  lie  was  forced  cc,  compromise  the  trouble 
and  bought  sonu*  of  his  farm  the  second  time. 

-\  log  cabin  was  the  fiiot  hou.se  to  grace 
the  smfacc  - .f  Mr.  hleycr's  farm  ainl  one  cd  the 
first  houses  in  the  countv  a.iiovc  gn.imn.1.  It 
Inul  o.ne  ro-om  and  a kitclu-n  ami  in  it  lie  did 
his  f'V.  li  Iv .nsekeeping  while  try  ing  to  farm. 
W h.cn  he  f<>i.nid  the  lady  who  has  .shared  his 
jovs  .and  sorrow .s  for  more  than  a score  of  years 
he  her  tc)  this  cabin  and  the  real  beginning 
of  Ins  existence  dales  from  that  day.  They 
own  (-.lie  hundred.  ;uk.I  set'enty  acres  of  Clay's 
rich  soil,  devoted  to  gr.ain,  cotton  and  stock. 
1'hcir  imi'-ro'.'cmenls  are  .suhsumtial  ami  ample 
f.>r  their  ncc.ds  an.!  on  the  -a.  hole  their  combined 
c.iToiis  base  iir-otiLdu  under  subicctiori  ami 
beasnihed  .me:  s|.ot  un  our  earth. 

.~e|!i.i-n;b<,’r  Ry  Mr.  l\Jeycr  married 

K:.chcl.  a daughter  of  .\kxandcr  dlls,  a dlis- 
luri  inunigraHi,  to  Texas.  Mrs.  Mfycr  was 
i-.irn  in  .Mi'.souri  March  tg  is.'S),  The  i.s.sue 
of  this  -n.iisiagc  is  M'illiani,  kimna.  dlnrgaret, 
''.ItxamU-r.  Clarence.  Hattie,  john  and 

Kumi 

Jiihn  ?\Ic‘'Scr  ts  a repre.'-entai!',  e citizen.  His 
life  iia;-  been  a t'-usv  otu-  with  his  ai'f.iirs  ami 
he  h.w  .(.iUribuli  J a gt<.>d  cxanijile  toward  a 
|.(  ;a  ■sdilc  and  i;(w-ahi(hng  comsTitmity.  He 


and  Ids  wife  have  trained  their  progeny  to  in- 
dustry, frugality  and  honorable  living  and  the 
praises  of  the  t-outhful  element  of  their  house- 
hold go  out  to  their  parent.s  unstinted  and  un- 
re.strai  ned. 

.S,:\i\rL’EL  SI.  D-AVIS,  a prominent  farmer 
.and  dain  man,  who  i.s  also  public  cotton  weigher 
at  Xocona.  is  muTibereil  among  the  native  sons 
of  Texas,  his  birth  having  occurred  in  Fort 
Bend  county  on  the  11th  c>f  September,  1854. 
He  was  reared  to  farm  life  and  acquired  a good 
conimort  school  education,  which  lias  been  sup- 
jdeniented  by  the  knowledge  that  he  has  gained 
through  e.xperierice  ami  observation.  Hi.s  par- 
ents, \\'iliiam  ,\.  and  .\iuia  (Green)  Davis, 
were  both  natives  of  !\li.esissi()pi.  in  which 
.<tate  tliey  were  married  and  in  IS-ir?  they  came 
t(.»  Texas,  settling  first  in  Fort  Bend  countjq 
where  the  father,  who  veas  an  .attorney  at  law, 
made  his  home  for  fc:>ur  years.  He  then  re- 
moved to  Fannin  county'  and  located  at  Sowells 
Bluff  on  Red  river,  where  he  engaged  in  gen- 
eral merchandising.  He  also  spient  four  y'cars 
at  that  place  and  then  'bought  land  and  im- 
proved a farm,  remaining  there  until  1S63,  when 
he  entered  the  Confe-derate  army  as  a member 
of  Ale.xamler's  regiment.  He  was  .sent  to  the 
Indian  Territory',  wlierc  he  saw  .some  service, 
but  later  was  discharged  on  account  of  his 
age.  He  then  returned  home  and  w’as  soon 
.after'.vard  elected  county'  judge.  His  inter- 
ests and  sympathies  were  with  the  south,  how- 
ever, and  he  aided  in  raising  a company  of 
home  guanls,  of  which  he  wa.s  elected  captain, 
r n the  expiration  of  liis  first  term  as  county 
judge  lie  was  re-elecied  and  while  he  was  act- 
ing- in  that  capacit}'  the  war  was  ended  through 
the  surrender  <>f  General  Lee.  The  period  of 
the  reconstruction  then  began  and  he  w-as  re- 
lieved of  the  othcc  of  county'  judge.  Fie  Itad 
held  federal  offices  before  the  war.  but  during 
the  reconstruction  iieriod  he  was  disqualified 
from  vciting  or  holding  office.  In  .Fannin  countv 
he  also  T.er\  cd  for  se\'eral  term:,  as  county  com- 
mis.sioner.  Before  tiie  war  he  was  a slave 
owner  and  was  actively  identified  with  south- 
ern interests.  Following  his  retirement  from 
the  bciu'h  lie  returned  to  his  farm,  but  in  1867 
he  .s.:j)d  Ins  property',  for  through  the  exigencies 
of  war  he  lost  the  people  who  had  done  the 
active  vvork  of  the  farm.  Fie  then  taught  school 
for  a nurnher  of  years,  after  which  he  once 
more  {)urchased  land  and  improved  another 
f.'trm  in  Fannin  county,  remaining  there  until 
.166.1,  when  he  sold  out  and  removed  to  Mon- 
tague county,  where  in  connection  with  hi.s 
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son  Samuel  he  engaged  in  merchandising  at 
Duxbury,  remaining  for  two  years  at  that 
place.  lie  then  discontiriued  hi.s  mercantile 
labors  and  again  opened  up  a farm,  whereon 
he  remained  until  1895,  when  he  sold  out  and 
took  up  liLs  abode  in  Nocona,  retiring  from 
active  business  life.  Without  his  solicitation, 
how-ever,  the  people  elected  him  to  the  office 
of  mayor  and  he  served  for  two  terms,  giving 
to  the  city  a business-like,  progressive  and 
public-spirited  administration.  W hile  he  con- 
tinued to  make  his  home  in  Nocona  he  spent 
considerable  time  in  visiting  hi.s  friends  and  his 
children  in  other  localitie.s  and  while  vi.siting 
a daughter  in  Collingsworth  county,  Texas, 
he  became  ill  and  died.  Mr.  Davis  was  a man 
of  superior  native  talents  and  acquired  ability. 
He  had  been  liberally  educated  in  Georgetoivn, 
Kentucky,  and  in  other  colleges  and  had  pre- 
pared for  the  profession  of  law,  becoming-  a 
capable  member  of  the  bar.  In  hi.s  business 
and  ])rofessional  life  he  made  rapid  and  .satis- 
factory advancement,  owing  to  his  ability, 
close  application  and  devotion  to  the  public 
good  as  well  as  his  private  interests.  He  w-as 
a man  w'horn  to  know'  w'as  to  respect  and 
honor  and  he  was  popular  in  every  community 
in  which  he  lived.  .Active  in  the  work  of  the 
Methodist  church,  he  ser\ed  as  one  of  its 
stew'ards  and  lived  a life  in  harmony  with  his 
professions.  lie  w'as  also  a member  of  the 
Masonic  fraternity.  His  wife  passed  away  in 
1850.  She  was  a daughter  of  T.  J.  Green,  a 
native  of  the  Old  Dominion  and  a distant  rela- 
tive of  General  Green  of  Rcvcjlutionary  fame. 
Her  father  w'as  a prominent  planter  of  Missis- 
sippi and  was  murdered  by  his  slaves.  In  his 
family  were  but  tw'O  children:  Thomas  A., 

who  spent  hi.s  declining  years  in  Texas,  making 
his  home  with  a son  in  Ellis  county,  where  he 
died,  and  Mrs.  Anna  Davis. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  William  A.  Davis  were  born 
four  children:  Juliette,  the  w'ife  of  J.  M. 
Whistenhunt ; Eliza  R.,  the  wufe  of  W.  S. 
White,  of  Montague  county;  Samuel  M.;  and 
Walter  E.,  who  died  at  the  age  of  twenty-one 
years.  The  mother  of  these  children  was  a 
devoted  member  of  the  Methodist  church  and 
a most  estimable  lady.  Follow'ing  her  death 
the  father  married  again,  hi.s  second  union  be- 
ing W'ith  Sarah  J.  Tackett  of  Fannin  county,  a 
native  of  Illinois,  representing  one  of  the  lead- 
ing families  of  Fannin  county,  where  her  father 
follow'ed  the  occupation  of  farming.  Airs.  Davis 
still  simu'ves  and  is  now  living  in  Collings- 
worth county,  Texas.  By  this  marriage  there 
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were  seven  children;  William,  John,  Sidney, 
Anna.  Emma.  Alice  and  .Aarali. 

Samuel  M.l  )avis,  -vvhose  name  introrluces  tliis 
review,  is.  a native  son  of  Texas  and  is  imbued 
with  the  spirit  of  enterprise  and  progress  that 
has  l)ccn  the  dominant  factor  in  the  Lone  Star 
stale  in  recent  yeans.  Having  acquired  his 
education  in  the  public  schools  and  gained  a 
good  knowledge  of  agricultural  pursuits  while 
liHng  upon  hi.s  father’s  farm,  he  came  to  Mon- 
tague county  in  1818  and  here  turned  his  at- 
tention to  the  tilling  of  the  soil.  L.ater  he  joined 
his  father  in  a mercantile  venture,  which  was 
continued  f'.ir  two  years  ami  subsequently  he 
engaged  in  teaching  school  for  two  terms.  In 
1881  he  returned  to  Bonliau!,  where  he  was 
married,  after  which  he  brought  his  bride  to 
Montague  county.  They  began  their  domestic 
life  upon  a farm,  where  thev'  remained  until 
1889.  when  Air.  Dav  is  sold  that  property'  and 
in  1890  bought  where  he  now  liv'es  near  No- 
cona. This  was  then  a tract  oi  raw  land  upon 
whicli  he  has  since  made  all  of  the  iiuprove- 
meuls,  placing  his  farm  under  a gooebstate  of 
cultivation  and  adding  all  the  modern  ei.iuip- 
nients  and  accessories  of  a model  farm  of  the 
twentieth  century.  In  the  fall  of  1890  he  be- 
came the  fmblic  cotton  weigher  of  Nocona, 
which  positirm  he  v'Ct  holds.  lie  has  been 
.successfully  engaged  in  the  dairy  business  for 
twelve  years  and  he  follows  div  ersified  farm- 
ing, being  ,<ucce,s,sfiil  in  his  varied  lines  of  busi- 
ness. 

Air.  Davis  wedded  Airs.  Anna  AIcElroy,  tlie 
widow  of  George  McElroy,  who  had  been  a 
clerk  in  a mercantile  store  in  Bonham  and  at 
his  death  left  four  children,  whom  Air.  Davis 
has  reared  and  educated,  doing  a good  part  by 
them.  The.se  are:  .Mrs.  Sadie  Reed;  Oscar, 

vvlur  is  now  a cotton  buyer  of  .Ardmore.  Indian 
Territory;  George,  who  is  in  Okl.aliorna,  and 
Jennie,  yet  at  home.  Airs,  Davis  is  a daughter 
of  H.  T..  Dewitt,  a native  of  Kentucky,  who 
became  a pioneer  settler  of  Texas  and  died 
while  serving  as  a soldier  of  the  Confederate 
army  in  tlie  Civ'il  A\'ar.  .Seven  children  have 
been  Ixirn  to  our  subject  and  hi.s  wife;  Samuel 
E.,  who  is  now  clerking  in  a dry  g-oocls  store; 
AVilliam,  attending  sclu'iol ; Emma,  a student 
in  the  schools  of  Bciiiham ; Sidney-  and  Ruth, 
twins;  Kate  and  I.ucy.  Airs.  Davi.s  is  a worthy 
member  of  ilie  Christian  church,  while  A1r. 
Davis  has  adhered  to  tlie  faith  in  which  he  was 
reared — that  of  the  Alethodi.st  church.  He  has 
a wide  and  favorable  actjuaintance  and  is  held 
in  high  esteem  by  all  vvh<i  know  him.  In  politics 
he  is  a stanch  DeiTu>crat,  but  he  has  never 
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political  <■!  jniiilic  jiniVnnent,  <lc'?,iriii^ 
ra'liL-r  to  liis  unvliviclod  attention  to  his 

1 ->s  atVairs.  in  which  he  is  meeting  with  a 

hot  i-K-a.-tire  of  success. 

Zi'.l'i  jl'.X KIN'S.  Uitireseming  as  he  does  two 
of  the  .•Idest  faniiiica  of  this  section  of  the  state, 
li>.-  J^.■riki!i'  tai'l  l.ttmn.s.  Zeb  Jenkins  is  well  cn- 
;>S.  ) . an  hoiKa-ed  place  in  the  records  of  Te\a>. 

Ill  :r  . :,i  nstdcncc  he  n.  ihi  oldest  citizen  of 
Grapevine,  where  l;e  is  wt:ll  known  and  most 
1:  e'lf;  ■ sii  cmefl.  Year  h}-  tetit  he  ha>  watched 
w:d;  rlei.p  interest  >h.  rcsidts  of  man's  labor  and 
rv.ri^e,  a.'-  be  oraduallv  tran^farmc•d  the  uniii- 
ha.',/.'  I places  ini"  thritt)',  lerlile  homesteads 
aiei  jiourishin;;  seuleii'.ents.  The  I.one  Star  stale 
:/-■  ciainw  him  as  one  >^f  her  native  sons,  his 
hn'ih  ■-ecurrine-  at  feffer.^on  in  i’^5  j.  Iti-S  parent: 
'oil-,,  H.  M.  :ni(!  liilert  (Hunt;)  Jenkins, 

if  M.  Jenkin.'  wa.s  a native  of  North  ('ar.ilin.a. 
bin  v';o  re.ircd  in  ivlahania.  front  which  state  lie 
re-  s.i  '.'i  to  ( ircenwood,  Louisiana,  and  thence 
t-  n:  i'n  rev;-',  loeaiitiji  at  Jefferson  in  iS54. 
in  :ic  s]iriiie-  oi  iS;()  he  came  with  his  Tamil}' 
to  Tartant  c>a.tnt} . takiti"  up  his  abode  on  Grape- 
\ n I’niirii  . when  the  town  of  tl'iat  name  now 
s'cir’--.  and  Itore  lie  ot^iuod  a small  country  st-'>re, 
St  hii^iiu-'S  eiRcrpri.se  of  Grapevine.  He 
ha  li  i Inniher  frotn  eastern  Texas  to  build  a 
h eo\  .litd  for  n mtinixr  of  years  he  conducted 
ho  nefcimtilc  ent<r]>rise  it;  connection  vvith  his 
Uiriornir  iDtcVeSiS.  his  being  tlte  only  store  in  the 
pia-  e unlit  afu-r  ilic  Givil  W ar,  The  tow  si  derived 
It-,  riam-e  from  Gra.'pcvim  .spring,  four  nsilcs,  cast, 
and  the  stirroanding  countf}  has  'seen  called 
GrajiL-vnu:  IVairic  far  hack  ;is  witltin  the 
srtemoi'y  of  am  mlntliitam.  tirapevine  Spring 
was  possibiv  named  In-  the  Tn<lians,  to  whom  it 
\v:-~  vifll  kttfsw  ti  ]>!ace,  ami  at  this  spring  I'rcsi- 
deoi  Sam  Ihuistoo  of  the  Texas  Kepuhlic  tiego- 
ti-ee  ! a treaty  with  the  1,'onianche  Indians.  iWr, 
jenkias'  deaii)  oeeuned  in  187X,  and  that  of  Itis 
wife  in  i87„',  sh,.-  'w'as  a daughter  of  J,  (,  . Dunn, 
v.iio  ioeaie;!  oti  iirapevine  ITairu  as  early  as 
• K51  iisjy.  He  built  a log  house  aud  therein 

made  his  honu'-  lot  s-everal  years,  and  wlun  set- 
U:' : s in'gau  to  iocttie  lu  re  the  neighliorhood  was 
tor-  ■ -me  time  called  rttiunviUc.  this  being  before 
li  n:u-  s iriijteeiiK  was  given  to  the  little  village. 
Ml-  Httrii!  -was  a X’irginian  b>,-  birtl-i.  but  wa.s 
reared  m Ahtitania,  coming  thence  to  Texas  in 
iS-S  ;iiid  Ui;.r  I.->cnling  near  nlarsliail,  iti  H.irri- 
SOil  ■ ,:nt  e, 

K;  e ei' H! ng  i'.n  tin  ih!  jarin  and  engaging  .act 
t e - v.->rk  niilil  uim-tccn  years  of  age  Zch 
fen.-rms  enter,  d he.  i;itlier’s  sttn'e.  wln'i  h,  as  ,sl:ur-d 
a&O' ■.■.as  ute  pioitevr  store  e.t  th«.  jilace.  .Vl 


that  time  the  goods  were  purchased  at  Galveston, 
the  nearest  whole.sale  market,  and  to  which  place 
-Mr.  Jenkins  made  periodical  journew  s on  horse- 
back. This  part  of  the  state  was  then  but  sparse- 
ly .settled,  Dalla.s  being  only  a small  village,  while 
Fort  Worth  was  yet  to  conic  inio  existence.  Pit- 
remained  in  his  fatlicr’s  store  until  the  latter’s 
death,  when  he  took  charge  ant]  continuc<l  the 
business.  Suli.scqucntly  the  firm  became  Jenkins 
& Yates,  and  in  i8of  Mr.  Jenkins  retired  from 
the  business,  .selling  his  intere.st  to  this  partner, 
who  still  contiiuKS  the  enterprise.  Mr.  Jenkins 
was  one  of  -ihe  founders  and  is  v ice-president  of 
the  Grapevine  National  Hank,  a floitri.shing  in.sti- 
lution  founded  in  19CX).  an.l  of  which  G.  E.  F>u- 
shoiig  is  the  president.  lie  is  als.i  the  owner  of 
two  fne  farms,  one  three- fourriis  of  a mile  and 
the  other  two  miles  from  the  city,  where  he  makes 
a specialty  of  the  raising  of  hogs,  in  wltich  he 
has  become  very  succc.-^.sful.  .-\ltliough  his  busi- 
ness interests  have  bce:i  extensive,  lie  has  vet 
found  time  to  devote  to  p-al>lic  affairs,  and  f.ir  a 
number  of  t ears  has  l>een  w ell  known  in  'Tarrant 
county  jiotilics,  having  frequently  been  called 
upon  to  serve  as  delcgale  to  the  county  and  stale 
Democratic  conventions.  In  his  fraternal  rela- 
tions he  is  a IMason,  belonging  to  tlie  Bine  Lodge 
in  Grapevine  and  the  chajiier  at  Fort  Worth. 

In  Grapvt  ine  3.1r.  Jenkins  was  united  in  mar- 
riage to  Mi.ss  Florence  Dorri.s,  a daughter  of  Dr. 
W.  E.  Dorris,  another  well  known  old  pioneer 
citizen  of  Grapevine,  and  Ihev  b.ave  one  dau.ghter. 
Edna,  at  lionic.  Two  children  are  deceased.  Ifl- 
len.  who  died  when  Iwelw  year:  old.  and  Eli  M. 
Jenkins,  who  died  at  the  age  of  eighteen. 

ANDREM  R X.MSEY  RICHARDSON.  It 
‘Is  .)Ur  l■nllqK'^e  to  jiortray,  in  this  article,  tlie 
chief  incidents  in  a life  wholly  devoted  to  the 
domain  of  industry  and  to  present  a brief 
genealogical  outline  of  a family  which  has 
Iv'rne  a modest  sliare  in  the  work  of  he>me- 
luiilding  ill  Montague  countv.  Its  recognized 
head,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  dates  his  ad- 
vent to  the  county  in  the  year  1881  and  his 
career  licrc  has  iteen  a living  e.xemplification  of 
tlie  trite  (>!d  adage — “strike  while  the  iron  is 
hot.” 

.\ndrew  R.  Richard.son  learned  to  work  and 
to  rec(>giiize  the  value  of  labor  when  a Itoy 
below  liis  teens  and  it  vvraild  be  a mysten- 
indeed  i:  tills  important  part  of  his  education 
hari  If  4.  in  a ijiiartcr  of  a century,  brought  him 
direft  am!  sub.'.tantiai  returns.  He  secured 
only  a peep  into  the  hott-se  of  knowledge  and 
the  vocatii'it  of  his  faiiier.s  -was  accepted  as  his 
on  n,  liis  pati-nts  died,  when  lie  was  a cliihl 
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and  his  uncles  looked  after  his  welfare  and, 
after  a fashion,  shaped  his  destiny  until  he  was 
eighteen  years  old.  At  that  age  he  came  to 
Texas  and  .stopped  first  near  Centerville,  in 
Leon  county,  from  which  jx>int  he  drifted  into 
Freestone  county  and  remained  about  there 
ten  years.  As  he  states  it,  “he  managed  to 
keep  even  -with  the  world”  until  his  majority 
was  attained,  when  he  went  back  to  .Alabama 
after  his  legacy.  .\s  so  frequently  occurs  with 
the  management  of  e.statcs  of  minor  heirs,  his 
was  so  well  managed  that  it  showed  a shrink- 
age of  about  two-thirds  and  he  lirought  back 
to  Texa.s  a little  over  a thnu.sand  dollars  as  his 
portion  of  hi.s  father's  estate. 

Lhiaccustomed  to  the  handling  of  a large 
sum,  .Mr.  Richardson’.s  start  on  an  independ- 
ent career  prove<l  to  lie  a backwanl  one.  in- 
stead of  forward,  and  in  a short  w hile  he  found 
himself  without  means  to  proceed.  By  the 
time  he  had  learned  bow  to  win  in  the  battle  of 
life  he  had  found  "bed  rock"  and  then  the  climb 
up  hill  began  slowly  to  take  place.  When  he 
came  to  iMtiiuague  county  he  had  been  drifting 
a little  and  he  continued  it  for  some  years 
afterward.  He  located  first  at  tjueen's  Leak, 
where,  as  he  expre.sses  it,  “he  lived  on  the  wind 
for  si.x  years”  and.  in  188i',  he  located  three 
miles  ea.st  of  Bowie  and  rented  land  for  four 
years.  Having  had  some  substantia]  success 
and  being  now  nerved  up  to  the  point,  he 
bargained  for  one  hundred  and  fifty  acres  of  hi.> 
pre.sent  farm,  succeeded  in  paying  it  out  and 
lias  added  fifty-five  acres  to  his  original  domain. 
Only  a mere  hint  c>f  what  the  family  jiassed 
through  in  its  journey  from  indigency  to  in- 
depemlence  i.s  herein  po.ssible,  hut  the  mi.s- 
fortunes  and  di.sappointments  were  theirs  with- 
out number,  but  everything  was  endured  but 
the  pangs  of  hunger,  and  with  the  wolf  lying 
in  sight  of  the  cabin  door  for  months  matters 
along  the  road  to  independence  often  had  a 
desperate  look. 

.Andrew  R.  Richardson  was  born  in  Sumter 
county,  .Alabama,  March  12,  185d.  The  state 
of  North  Carolina  gave  birth  to  his  father, 
Fernie  Richard.son.  who  died  at  some  forty 
years  of  age.  Fernie  Richardson  married  Mar- 
garet Ramsey,  whose  death  occurred  prior  to 
that  of  her  husband,  leaving  a family  c>f  orphan 
children,  as  ffillows.  Bryant,  who  was  killeil 
in  the  Confederate  army;  .Alexander,  who  died 
in  Leon  county,  Texas,  leaving  a family ; 
Andrew'  R.,  of  this  notice;  William  C.,  of  Sa- 
lona,  Texas,  and  Margaret,  who  died  in  Free- 
stone county  as  the  wife  of  John  Gale. 

January  12,  1880,  Andrew'  R.  Richardson  wms 


married,  in  Freestone  county,  Texa.s,  to  JMis.s 
.Alabama  I'resswood,  a daughter  of  Airs.  Mary 
Pre.s.swood,  an  Alabama  lady,  in  Sumter 
county  of  which  state  .Mrs.  Richardson  was 
born  in  the  month  of  February,  i86i.  The 
children  of  thi.s  union  are:  Alaggic,  wife  of 

James  Jackson,  td  near  Denver,  Texas,  with 
children.  Lnella,  Lala  and  Clifton;  Sudie.  Wil- 
liam, Bryant,  Alvin,  Samuel,  Fenton  and 
Eddie.  .Adda  Lee  and  John  are  deceased. 

Mr.  Richardson's  life  lias  been  active  and 
upright  and  his  face  has  been  always  tow'ard 
the  world.  That  he  has  had  a fair  measure  of 
.success  ha.s  been  shown  and  that  he  i-,  a repre- 
.semativc  citizen  his  neighbors  amply  testify. 

KDI-iS  F..  GRAV  E.S.  ,A  substantial  contri- 
bution  to  Cla}'  county’s  citizenship  has  corr;e 
from  the  empire  of  Missouri,  a state  w’hose 
natural  resources  arc  nowhere  .--urira.sser]  and  a 
common vve.'ilth  rich  in  the  characler.  intelli- 
gence and  .--taiiding  of  its  citizenship.  In  their 
ailopied  slates  her  emigrants  reflect  these  sterl- 
ing qualities  and  take  their  places  abrea.st  of 
the  processiem  of  the  enterprise  and  tlirift 
wherever  present  in  our  broad  land.  Tn  this 
category  of  repireseinative  citizen.-^hip  of  Cla_\ 
county  is  ( numerated  the  subject  of  the  fol- 
lowing brief  sketch.  Edcs  li.  Graves. 

Spotisylvania  county,  'Virginia,  was  the 
.American  home,  originally,  cif  thi.s  brancli  of 
the  Graves  family  and  it  wa.->  fouu'led  there 
Iw  some  remote  ancc.st'-r  who  wa^.  horn  a sub- 
ject of  the  British  crown.  Colby  Graves,  the 
grandfather  cd  F.  K.  Grav  es  ttf  this  review,  was 
a native  A irginian,  a fanner  and  slave  owner 
who  had  sons:  Edwin,  Colby  and  John,  who 
dietd  in  their  native  state,  and  \\  illiam  F.,  who 
passed  away  in  Cooper  county,  Alissouri,  dur 
ing  iltc  Civil  AVar. 

AA  illiarn  F.  Graves  was  born  in  1811.  grew 
tn  manhood  among  comfortable  rural  sur- 
roundings and  married  Ellen  Thom.son.  of 
Louisa  county,  A irginia,  birth.  Airs.  Graves' 
natal  day  wa.s  January  :.l,  1821,  and  her  father 
was  AA’illiain  Thom.son,  aLo  a native  of  Louisa 
county,  but  who  died  in  Coo])er  enuntv  , Alis- 
souri, where  he  settled  in  18.'),s.  The  grand- 
father of  Airs.  Grave.s  was  Atajor  Thomson,  an 
Englishman,  vvlio  had  children:  Jacob.  David. 
William,  .Annie,  who  married  a Air.  Goodwin; 
and  Alary,  who  became  the  wife  of  Dr.  AA  bite. 
AVilliam  Thomson  married  Rebecca  X.  Ellis, 
who  also  died  in  Cooper  county.  Itcing  the 
mother  oi : Frances,  who  first  married  Thomas 
AA'oolfolk  and  afterward  became  the  wife  of 
Arthur  AIcCracken;  Mary  married  Spottsvvood 
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D.  Sn  ith;  W illiam  died  in  .Morg-an  county, 

; Ja?v''s  died  in  Boo;n-i!le,  Missouri; 
AFred  died  in  \>'ginia;  Mildreri  married  Al- 
fred Baker  and  passed  away  in  \ irginia  : Ellen, 
Mrs.  i;raee-s.  .Srdlic.  tvife  of  Horace  Ferguson, 
and  L«c".  e.‘f  Kansas  City.  Mi.ssouri.  widow  of 
Nid. ado  LcT'is,  passed  awat  November  26, 
lii')/), 

\Viiliam  F.  eiraves  emigrated  from  his  na- 
ti-s  Virginia  v.-hen  a young  man  and  i)ecame  a 
of  Cooper  county,  Vlissouri.  lie  mar- 
rusi  there  arM  pursued  the  !if«.  <>i  a farmer  and 
thi-ire  al!  his  cliiidreu  were  horn,  lie  was  a 
souLuern  mnii  i;i  seutimeut  and,  while  he  n as 
nee,  ill  the  c>;>nflict  actively,  the  ultimate  success 
of  southern  arms  would  have  idca-'ed  hiin  most 
.and  i'i  was  known  that  he  •■ntertaiued  such 
senLirnents.  Tenvard  the  end  of  Ibol-  he  met 
lii.s  de.'sih  at  the  hasids  of  Fe.leral  soldiers  at 
OUervillc.  Pdi.ssonri,  leaving  his  widow  a young 
family  to  support,  ,[fi.s  chiKlren  t^c^c:  Edwin 

E. ,  of  Sulphur  Springs,  Indian  Territory; 
Emma,  nitc  of  C.  D.  Cheancy.  of  Gainesville, 
Texas;  Ernc.s,  x'.fr.s.  [.  F.  Jackson,  of  Ryan,  Iii- 
diar.  Teniiorva  and  Edes  E.,  of  this  review. 

Bereft  of  fatlicr  in  infancy  and  being  the 
youngest  of  the  famih-,  E.  E.  Graves  was 
de.stined  to  become,  and  remain  the  cornpanitni 
cif  his  widowed  mother.  Hi.s  education  was 
iimited  to  the  coutUry  schools  aLud  lie  cannot 
remember  when  work  was  n,,>l  hi.s  chief  occup.a- 
liofi  in  life.  In  Fcbriiarv,  HI 9,  the  familv' 
settled  near  Sherman,  Texas,  but  three  years 
rernov  ed  \o  Cooke  coiuiiv',  where  stock- 
raising  and  farmnig  Ijecarite  lii^  chief  diver.sion. 
In  Ibdd  the  family  home  was  established  in 
Clay  cc'ciity  where  his  earl)  occupation  has 
been  cot)  tin  tied.  He  own,?  a farm  and  pasture 
of  :!x  hundred  and  forty  ac-es.  stocked  wdth 
."iuo  huiidred  and  fiffy  Itead  of  cattle.  In  l.SO.'i 
lie  moveil  into  BcHevue,  being  one  of  the  first 
r.’sideiUs  e.f  the  south  part  of  town.  As  a 
cidaen  he  has  been  identified  w ith  much  of  the 
enti-T prise  ref|uirutg  public  spirit  to  carrv  c.ot. 
in  Hcllcvuc,  and  has  coiitribuica!  . .t  his  private 
riican.i  to  whatever  destined  to  promote  the 

i;f  hi-:  commnniiv'.  He  has  hc-en 

pT.uiiiiu  lit! y identified  witli  ( 'Liy  cotmtv  pr,Juics, 
bis  face  being  a f.aniiliar  -me  in  county  con- 
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Mr.  Grav  e.s  wa.s  liorn  January  20,  lS-39.  and 
is  unmarried.  Solicitude  for  his  mother  has 
overshadowed  that  otherwi.se  attractive  feature 
of  a matrimonial  alliance  and  he  has  Iwcn  con- 
tent to  remain  a bachelor.  He  i.s  fond  of  so- 
ciety. is  disposed  to  look  upon  the  liright  side 
of  life  and  enjoys  a wide  acquaintance  and 
a host  of  friends. 

ELI  E.  CARLTON,  M.  D.  The  medical 
frater  nity  of  Montague  county  has  an  excellent 
representative  in  Dr.  Eli  E.  Carlton,  who  is 
engaged  in  the  practice  of  his  profession  at 
Ringgold.  He  is  numbered  among  the  native 
.sons  of  Texas,  Ids  birth  having  occurred  in 
Cass  county  on  the  2nd  of  .April,  i<S6(.i,  and  al- 
though lie  vva.s  reared  to  farm  life  he  chose  a 
pvofe.ssional  career,  wherein  he  has  so  directed 
his  labors  th.at  succe.ss  has  followed  his  efforts. 
He  represents  pioneer  families  of  thi.s  state,  his 
parents  being  William  H.  and  Jane  (Hass) 
Carlton.  The  mother  was  born  in  Cass  county 
and  was  descended  from  one  of  the  honored 
early  families  of  Texas.  The  father  was  born 
in  Alabama  and  was  a son  of  Eli  Carlton,  like- 
wise a native  of  that  state,  whence  he  removed 
to  the  .southwest,  becoming  a resident  of  Cass 
county.  He  was  a blacksmitli  and  carriage- 
maker  by  track:  and  followed  those  pur.suit.s  in 
his  younger  years,  while  later  he  also  extended 
the  field  of  his  labor  by  giving  a part  of  his  at- 
tention to  agricultural  pursuits.  He  lived  a 
quiet,  uneventful  life,  devoted  to  his  business 
aitairs,  ami  was  without  aspiration  for  political 
office  or  public  Ironor.s,  His  children  were; 
\\  illiain  H,,  John,  Thomas,  Amanda  and 
Margaret. 

Of  this  family  the  eldest,  William  IT.  Carl- 
ton. l)orn  m Alabama,  was  a youth  of  eleven 
year.s  when  he  acconif>aiiied  his  jrarents  on  their 
ren!Ov.il  to  Texas.  rhe  days  of  hi.s  boyliood 
ami  v'outh  w'ere  passed  in  Cass  county  and 
there  he  was  married,  .subsequent  to  whicli 
time  l)c  sc; tied  on  a farni,  where  he  lived  imtil 
after  the  birth  of  his  first  child.  He  then  cn- 
li.stc'l  for  .service  in  tlie  Confederate  army  and 
w;is  with  the  southern  troop.s  tliroughcui  the 
period  of  hostilities.  He  vvas  severely  won.iule.i 
at  Jenkins'  Ferry  and  with  the  exception  of  the 
time  needed  foi  tire  recovery  of  hi.s  health  he 
wa.s  .always  oti  active  duty,  whethci-  it  willed 
liini  to  the  firiiyg  line  or  stationed  him  on  the 
lonely  picket  line.  lie  saw  nnicl)  hard  service 
and  undenvent  the  deprivations  and  e.xposure 
incident  to  the  life  of  a soldier,  i.mt  he  never 
wavered  in  his  allegiance  to  the  cause  that 
he  espoused.  M'lien  the  war  was  ended  he 
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returned  to  his  hcmie  and  rc.sumed  agricultural 
pursuits,  to  v.hicb  he  devoted  his  attention  for 
many  years  with  a gratifying-  measure  of  suc- 
cess. He  is  now,  however,  residing  near  Tex- 
arkana, Texas,  where  he  has  a good  home  and 
is  enjoying  the  fruits  of  his  former  toil  in  a well 
earned  ease.  He  is  a stanch  Democrat,  believ- 
ing firmly  in  the  principles  of  the  part}',  and 
his  fellow  townsmen  have  called  him  frequent- 
ly to  offices  of  public  trust  and  honor.  He  has 
thus  served  in  a number  of  local  positions, 
filling  the-  office  of  justice  of  the  peace  for 
twelve  }'ears  an<l  at  one  time  he  was  nominated 
by  his  friends  for  the  office  of  count}'  judge. 
The  cause  of  education  found  in  him  a stanch 
advocate  and  he  provided  his  children  with 
good  advantagc-s  in  that  direction.  He  is  a 
man  of  known  integrity  and  genuine  worth, 
whose  life  is  honorable  and  his  actions  manly 
and  sincere.  He  vvas  born  February  11,  1838, 
and  is  therefore  more  than  sixtv'-seven  years  of 
age  at  the  time  of  this  writing.  He  belongs  to 
the  Masonic  frateniily  and  to  the  Baptist 
church  and  these  relationships  indicate  his 
character  and  his  adherence  to  honorable 
principles.  In  18T3  he  was  called  upon  to 
mourn  the  lo.ss  of  his  first  wife,  who  passed 
away  in  that  year.  She  was  a daughter  of  Mr. 
Hass,  a prominent  farmer  and  slave  owner  and 
a wealthy  citizen  of  Cass  county,  Te.xa.s,  -who 
possessed  good  financial  ability  and  was  suc- 
cessful in  all  hi.s  undertakings.  He  died  in 
Cass  county  prior  to  the  Civil  War.  His 
children  were:  Jane,  who  became  Mrs.  Carl- 
ton; Fannie,  Mary,  Eliza,  Catherine,  Henry, 
George  and  Richard. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Carlton  were  born  five 
children:  Maggie,  w-ho  became  the  wife  of 

John  McConnell;  William,  a trader;  Eli  E.,  of 
this  review;  Mrs.  Amanda  Humphrey,  and 
-Augusta,  the  wife  of  W.  N.  Davis. 

Subsequent  to  the  death  of  his  first  wife  Mr. 
Carlton  was  married  to  IMiss  Sally  J^iorcland 
of  Cass  county.  Texas,  and  tJiey  hav'e  had  five 
children:  Ada,  Mary,  John,  James  and  Samuel. 

Eli  E.  Carlton  pursued  his  early  education  in 
the  common  schools  and  afterward  attended 
Fluntsville  Academy  in  this  state.  Later  lie 
engaged  in  leaching  school  for  a number  of 
terms  and  was  quite  siicce.ssful  in  his  educa- 
tional work.-  imparting  clearly  and  readily  to 
others  the  knowledge  that  he  had  acquired. 
WTen  about  twenty-four  years  of  age  he  began 
reading  rneclicine  under  the  direction  of  Drs. 
Peterson  and  Akard,  of  Springto-wn,  Texas, 
who  remained  as  his  preceptors  for  two  years, 
when  in  1892  he  matriculated  in  the  Louisville 


.Medical  College  at  Lijui.sville,  Keiiuu  ky.  .After 
pursuing  one  course  of  lectures  he  passed  the 
state  board  of  examiners  and  entered  upon  t]te 
active  practice  of  his  profession,  to  which  he 
devoted  the  succeeding  three  years.  On  the 
expiration  of  that  period  he  attended  the  Ken- 
tucky School  of  .Medicine  for  two  terms  and 
w-as  graduated  in  June,  1897.  After  taking  his 
first  course  he  settled  in  Cass  count}-,  where 
he  opened  an  office  an<!  subsequent  to  his 
graduation  he'  retunicd  to  that  locality  and 
again  took  up  the  active  work  of  the  profes- 
sion, in  which  he  continued  bir  one  }ear.  He 
soon  deinonslrated  his  ability  to  successfully 
cope  with  the  inuicate  problems  that  con- 
tinually confront  the  pi-iy.sician  and  was  accord- 
ed a liberal  patronage,  but  after  a year  his 
health  failed  and  he  relimjuished  his  profes- 
sional duties  for  twelve  rncmihs.  He  also 
pursued  a fourth  course  in  the  Loui.sville 
Medical  College  and  thus  promoted  hi-^  knowl- 
edge and  efficiency. 

Tn  K;00  Dr.  Carlton  located  at  Ringgold, 
where,  ho  yet  rcsidc.s,  and  here  he  has  l>uilt  up 
an  excellent  business,  having  now  a large  and 
creditable  practice,  which  indicates  the  con- 
fidence reposed  in  him  by  the  general  public 
and  hi.s  tliorough  understanding  of  the  jirin- 
ciples  of  medicine  together  'with  correct  ap- 
plication of  his  knowledge  to  the  needs  of 
suffering-  humanity.  Since  locating  here  he 
has  given  his  undivided  attention  to  his  pro- 
fessional service.s  and  his  l.'ibors  have  been 
attended  with  such  gratihirig  succe.ss  that  he 
enjoys  the  confidence  of  his  fellow  townsmen 
and  the  people  <:d  the  siirrr.unding  district.  His 
office  is  well  equipped  with  modern  apjiHances 
known  to  the  practice  and  lie  is  thoroughly  in 
touch  with  the  nio.st  advauct-d  ideas  of  the 
profession  regarding  the  practice  of  medicine 
and  sttrgervo  He  belongs  to  the  County  Medi- 
cal Society  am!  also  the  North  Texas  Medical 
As.sociation. 

On  the  29th  of  March,  1893,  Dr.  Carlton 
was  married  in  Springtown,  Parker  county, 
Texas,  to  Miss  Laura  Hirichisou,  a native  of 
Tennessee  and  a most  c.slimahic  lady,  whose 
culture  and  refinement  have  made  her  a favor- 
ite in  social  circles.  Her  parents  were  \V.  L. 
and  Ruth  CDought} ) Hutchi.s^.m,  the  former 
a native  of  Tennessee,  who  became  a mer- 
chant C)f  Springtown,  where  he  yet  resides.  He 
is  classed  w ith  the  re[»resentative  biisines.-.  men 
there,  is  popular  and  prominent  as  w ell  as  suc- 
cessful in  mercantile  circles,  and  he  likewise 
affiliates  with  the  IMasonic  fraternity,  in  which 
he  has  attained  the  Royal  .Arch  degree.  He  is 
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ai-..  a worlhy  nK-mbcrof  the  Mcthmlist  chiireh. 
Ili>  ihildrcn  v\ert  cighr  in  miniber:  Williara. 
•ahii  as  ciiija^eil  in  iIhj  hardnart  business  in 
O'mpany  uith  lii>  father;  Charles,  a farnicr: 
lanu-s  an;!  C('<>rare,  uhn  are  assistinjj-  their  fa- 
:,b(  r m Uu'  st;!rc.  An"eiina.  who  became  Mrs. 
Ihxo-n  and  after  the  '.Icaih  --f  her  lirst  hus- 
l;;,!nd  married  Mr,  K<,:nnedy  : Mr.v.  Harriet  AIc- 
t'kirv,  wlu,'  itiri!  leatiiip  two  children:  i.i/.zie. 
at  IroiK  ; aiul  Laura,  the  wife  r.f  our  subject. 

r>r.  and  Mr.'.  Carit-'-n  hate  an  interesting- 
f.;Uii!y  •>!  f..iir  thililreii:  Merrill,  bwni  March 

v' i.  ish,!.  \\  iUiani,  born  .\ngiist  L LsMs;  (Aiy, 
leirn  \ !vcm!icr  '-‘4.  Ih'iit;  nnd  \da  R.,  )i..rn  in 
Jura'.  Dr.  and  Mrs.  ( aritoii  are  faitl'iful 

inemi(crs  c>f  the  Methodist  clinrch  and  take 
an  active  itnd  helpful  interest  in  its  wctrk.  lie 
is  ijuite  pr>iininent  in  .M.'isi  uiic  circk  s as  master 
i.'f  Ringgold  Is  .dge  .\’o.  -(id,  I',  and  A.  M.. 

h.-js  i;.,kcn  the  degrees  •.  .f  the  Id  oral  ,\rcli  chap- 
ter, and  is  M'c.rthy  Iburon  of  the  .Eastern  Star 
ledge  at  Ringgedd.  ! !.e  likewise  liislds  rrieni- 
rwshjji  rekuiotis  with  tl-tc  htderieuderit  Or- 
der of  i tdd  Ff.llf'w  s end  tu:  has  the  favorable 
reg.-ii':!  ;)f  Ins  breil'iren  of  the  fraternity,  while 
hi:  ]>r; .k'-ssi;>nal  pr>sitii)n  i.s  one  that  i.s  indica- 
;o-,  ef  n;s  thiir.nigh  t!iidcrstan<ling  <>f  the  prin- 
ci|iles  '•!  tnedieinc  and  his  consciemtc.us  <lcvo- 
i'le!i  die  oblig.atienis  arid  d-aties  that  devedve 
tipr.n  him  iti  this  comiecii'.ni. 

I'\?\il  ,,'s  .S.  C.  (.)!.]  .1  h.R,  (MIC  ' •[  the  foremo.st 
represetittitit es  uf  tlu-  rigTiCultuca!  am!  stock- 
rmsijig  in-bistrie.s  in  Tarratii  county,  his  Itome 
hemg  in  Fort  Worth,  was  b<,>rn  in  ,'shclby 
(.onnty.  Keiituckt-  and  wa.s  rai.sed  in  Clay 
ciiinuy,  Misej.urj,  0,5  a fttrtn  four  ntiles  frotrt 
Fiberty.  llie  county  scat,  (iis  parent.s  were 
I iveeimp  F.  and  F.tiC)'  t f'C>vd)  Collier.  Ilis  father, 
::  sinus  i.  ot  Sin  lly\  conniy,  Kcntiickv,  came 
‘ t t.iy  i.' otnilx . M3.ssonrt,  in  l-shs,  when  a 
_so;i;ig  iiuin.  ;u)i.l  liixanie  one  oi  tin.  {.I'Tosjicrous 
iartsuTS  of  the  couitlv.  -Ms...  highly  csteenied, 
;;s  ;s  ctiiaeit.  he  Iteld  tlie  oihee  of  cciunU  as- 
skssi!:'  tu\d',(-  tear-,  dying  in  office,  lie  and 
liis  Wide,  wl'io  was  a native  of  W oodford  coiin- 
(V  Kenlnrk),  art  Ixnh  huried  at  Liberty.  Alis- 

.'dr.  ( dlwr  grew  uji  on  a farm.  ;uid  received 
hr  education  in  the  local  sclioois.  Though 
i n enng  jjinl  stoek-raisung  has  i,cen  hts  prin- 
' ij'ai  ii'v  piirsuit  lie  has  also  engaged  at  various 
iones  IntsiiK  -s,  W -icji  a roimg  man  he  en- 
tag  ';  :n  liie  d;y  g io!iS  atnl  boot  and  slioe  bnsi- 
ui-  .-  at  F.be'.'iy  ttud  for  a tiiimber  of  vr-ars  wa.s 
'cie  of  rii,.  >a,  ,-i  ssful  i-uerrhants  of  that  place, 
t!::  lu-,,.,.  i.eiiig  in  the  middle  scenes  of  the 


fierce  bonier  warfare  that  was  waged  on  both 
-sidc.s  llte  Kansa.s- Missouri  line  during  the  Civil 
war,  as  ;in  inevitable  cireuinstancc,  the  interests 
of  his  family  liecaine  involved  in  the  bitterness 
of  the  strife  of  those  days.  Although  not 
in  tlie  regular  Confederate  army,  Mr.  Collier 
wa.s  drawn  into  the  service  as  a member  of  the 
guerrillas,  and  a.s  a re.sidt  of  the  devastation 
caused  by  the  conflict  all  his  posse.ssion,s  were 
wiped  out  and  wlien  the  war  closed  he  had 
to  begin  all  over  again.  For  two  years  after 
tlie  war  he  was  a resident  of  St.  Charles,  Mis- 
souri, and  then,  returning  to  Liberty,  resumed 
liusiik-ss  lliere  and  made  that  city  his  home 
until  he  came  to  Tarrant  county  in  August, 
Is.Sd.  After  a brief  experience  in  the  real  estate 
biisines.s  at  I'ort  Worth  as  a memlier  of  the 
iirni  of  Paddock,  Kav’e  and  Company,  he  pur- 
chased a fartn  and  in  i88(>  entered  upon  the 
successful  career  of  farming  and  stock-raising 
'.vhicli  has  been  his  main  re.source  and  substan- 
ti;il  ac'tivit)  to  the  present  time.  iUr.  ('oilier 
has  an  enviable  rej.mtation  in  'Farrant  county 
as  a prosperous  and  enterprising  agriculturist, 
having  a large  farm  and  stock  ranch  of  thirty- 
five  hundred  acres  ten  mile.s  southwc.st  of  Fort 
Worth,  on  the  Fort  Worth  and  Rio 
Crande  R.iilroad.  where  he  conducts  a gen- 
eral farming  and  .stcick  business,  making  some- 
w hat  of  a specially  of  good  liorses  and  mule.s, 
although  lie  has  always  handled  coiisidcralile 
cattle.  Earl}'  in  190<l  bolher  moved  his 
fainilv  to  Fort  W orih  that  his  children  might 
iiave  tile  ttdvaiuages  of  sipierior  educational 
facilities,  and  this  city  has  since  been  his  home, 
hi>  large  and  ccnnfortablc  residence  being  at 
is  If)  South  Jennings  avenue. 

At  I-ibertv  Mr.  Collier  married  iMiss  Louisa 
B,  Francis.  She  wa,-  reared  near  Jefferson 
Ciiv,  Alissoiiri,  frcim  which  locality  her  father 
moved  to  Liberty,  where  he  i.s  still  a resident, 
k'ormer  Governor  Dav  id  R.  Franci.s  i.s  a mem- 
ber of  thi.s  same  branch  of  the  family.  IMr.  and 
Mrs.  Collier  have  three  children,  Jackson,  Miss 
Lucy  and  Jatiics  W’.  'I'he  elder  son  is  inter- 
ested with  hi.s  father  in  the  farming  interests, 
and  is  a prominent  member  of  the  Woodmen 
fraternity  at  Fort  Worth. 

FRED  ( iBERMEIER.  The  sturdy  sons  of 
main-  nations  have  contributed  wdth  brain  atid 
lirawn  In  builil  up  this  mighty  enijiire  of  onrs, 
and  consjiicuous  tiniong  them  all  for  patient, 
intelligent  endeavor,  honest)'  of  purjiose  and 
doggcf!  perseverance  are  the  children  of  “der 
X'aterland.''  W herever  they  have  setijed,  frttni 
the  rocky  hilbs  of  Xew  England  to  the  flowxry 
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vales  of  California,  from  the  snowy  plains  of 
Dakota  to  the  sunny  shores  of  the  gulf,  they 
have  retained  the  characteristics  of  the  Ger- 
man race. 

The  father  of  the  subject  of  our  sketch, 
Jacob  Oberineier,  was  married  in  his  native 
laud  to  Mary  V\  arli  and,  in  the  year  1854. 
joined  the  tide  of  emigration  then  flowing 
freely  to  our  American  shores.  They  had  a 
family  of  two  sons,  Fred,  who  was  born  in 
Baden,  April  18,  1333,  and  Jacob,  who  eventn 
ally  settled  somewhere  in  Kansas  and  has  long 
since  been  regarded  as  dead.  On  its  arri\  al  in 
tlii,'.  country  the  family  located  in  I’hil.adelphia. 
Penn.'^ylvania,  ami  there  h’red  learned  the  trade 
of  Wagon-making,  working  for  several  tears 
with  the  firm  of  ^\  ilson  & Chihls,  wagon  manu- 
facturers. They  remained  in  the  Quaker  City 
eleven  years,  but  tiring  of  city  life  and  wagm- 
working,  they  moved  west,  seeking  the  inde- 
pendence that  should  follow  honest  toil.  They 
settled  in  Lawrence  county,  ^Missouri,  and  re- 
mained there  another  eleven  vc-ars,  during 
which  period  the  parents  died,  the  father  last, 
in  I8i'2,  at  the  age  of  seveniy-lhree. 

Fred  (ibermeier  had  married  in  Philadelphia, 
l.ouisa  Fluhrer.  a daughter  of  a shepherd, 
Henry  Fluhrer.  and  at  the  iinie  of  their  de- 
parture frcuii  llieir  ^lissouri  lionie.  were  the 
parents  of  two  children.  Through  industry 
.and  economy  he  had  managed  to  accumulate 
five  hundred  dollars  and  a team  and  wagon  and 
with  these  resources  lie  set  out  for  the  more 
fertile  and  promising  country  of  Te.xas  whose 
siren  song  had  been  wafted  to  him  as  a seveet 
and  charming  refrain. 

December  .2,5.  18TG,  their  little  caravan  ar- 
rived at  the  place  of  their  settlement  in  Clay 
county  and  J\lr.  Oberineier  .soon  purchased  c>ne 
hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  utdirokcn  and  un- 
tamed prairie  tvithin  a mile  of  the  winding 
watery  boundary  of  northern  Texas,  and  the 
work  of  nature  reduction  was  al  once  begun. 
Meeting  and  conquering  discouragements  of 
all  kinds — failure  of  crops  that  w-ere  almost 
calamities — he  struggled  bravely  and  de- 
terminedly against  circumstances  and  condi- 
tions plentifully  adverse.  With  crop  failures 
feed  was  not  only  very^  scarce,  but  it  was  very 
high  and  the  onh'  market  for  his  products  in 
fat  years  was  that  of  Sherman,  about  one  hun- 
dred mile.s  awayy  and  from  that  point  for  some 
time  the  family  supjilies  had  to  be  hauled.  Rut 
difficulties  only  served  to  increase  the  energy 
of  our  new  settler  and  he  prosecuted  his  tasks 
with  a persi.stence  which  ahvays  wins  a vic- 
tory. Year  by  year  he  toiled,  forcing  reluctant 


-Nature  to  yield  return  for  toil,  and  sleadilv  he 
increased  the  area  of  his  landed  domains,  first 
adding  another  quarter  section  and  then  a tract 
of  one  hundred  and  ninety-five  acres,  making 
him  a farm  of  five  hundred  and  fifteen  acres,  all 
fenced  and  much  of  it  yielding,  when  .season- 
able. abundant  crops  of  wheat,  oats,  cotton  and 
leeil  for  his  ample  herd  of  cattle  and  other 
stock.  He  can  fairly  be  cited  a.s  an  example  of 
intelligent  eiulea\or  in  this  favored  land. 

Julv  8,  IfiOl,  ’.Mr.  (Jbermeier  siififered  the  loss 
of  his  wife  and  bo.siun  companion  at  sixty-nine 
years  and  eleven  nioiuhs  of  age.  ( )f  their  tvvc> 
sons,  <.iue  died  only  two  weeks  after  their  ar- 
rival in  ('lay  county  and  the  other.  W illiam 
I Vederick,  still  survi\  cs  and  is  the  active  head 
‘A  all  the  (.ibermeier  agricultural  alTair,-., 

\\  illiam  Fred  ( ibermeier  vva.s  born  in  Pliila- 
delphia,  Pennsy  lvania.  June  21.  bs.ls,  and  was 
e'lucated  in  the  cfuiutry  schools  of  .Missouri 
and  Texas.  June  21,  bsu.),  he  married  E,inma 
Schubert,  a slaughter  of  iTOttleib  and  Johanna 
iStephaii'l  Schnlievt,  of  t lay  county,  who  came 
to  Texas  in  l.S',11  and  are  the  parents  of  five 
children.  iMrs.  Cibernieier  was  boni  .Septem- 
ber Tl,  l.sfiT,  and  is  the  mother  of  the  following 
children,  viz:  Loui.se,  l)orii  .Mav  2L  l.sfid;  Al- 
vina. born  June  iq,  Elzie,  born  January 

1(1.  ls2H_  ;ind  Mary,  born  March  li,  IfiOl, 

iUr.  (')1>ermeicr,  Sr.,  is  in  the  enjoyment  lU'  a 
rare  old  age  surromide<i  by  the  well  earned 
coinft'rts  (.'f  earlier  years,  with  hi.s  faithful  s,..in 
nrid  loving  grandchildren  to  help  and  bless  him 
in  his  decline. 

JUDGE  ROBERT  F.  iMILAAI,  jiulge  of  the 
county'  court  of  Tarrant  county,  has  been  an  es- 
teemed resident  and  a succes.sful  lawyer  in  Fort 
Worth  for  the  past  ten  years.  He  was  admitted 
to  the  bar  before  he  had  turned  the  majority 
point,  and  he  is  a very  young  man  to  lie  honored 
with  a respon.sible  judgeship  in  one  of  the  most 
populous  counties  of  the  state  of  Texas.  These 
honors  and  duties  arc  all  well  befitting*  his  ability 
a.s  a lawver  and  his  dignity  and  per.sonal  popu- 
larity before  the  people  and  among  his  hosts  of 
friends. 

Judge  .Milam  is  a native  Texan  and  takes  prc>p- 
er  pride  in  the  traditions  and  history  of  the  Lonc 
Star  institutions  and  people.  He  was  born  at 
Weatherford.  Parker  county.  June  8,  1873,  being 
a son  of  Benjamin  R.  and  Lula  (Fain)  Milam. 
'Bhe  Milam  family  has  been  largely  connected 
with  Texas  history  f>efore,  during  and  after  the 
days  of  the  Republic.  It  was  the  Judge's  grand- 
uncle, Colonel  Ben  R.  Milam,  who  was  among 
the  heroes  that  gave  up  their  lives  in  cai>turing 
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."'■Ji’i  ii  v.a^  !u;  'ivho  -'HmI.  "W  lio 

will  foil  'W  s.i:l  lU'i  ^lilsni  im.'  San  .Vntonio?’' 
Thu.->,  ‘roin  tin  carh  Jay?  of  Anurican  occupa- 
tion 'if  the  icrritiary  ( f Texas  the  present  time 
the  ntiine,  Milam  has  had  an  honorable  and 
worthy  rcprei<:'nt,itive  wiihin  the  borders  of  ilie 
commoirae.alUt.  Jiidg-e  AHlam’s  iaiher  was  born 
in  B-'tvic  Ci'  iintv,  .rexa.',  and  lived  a threat  j>arl 
or  hi?  life  at  G.cii  i^osc,  in  Somervell  county, 
where  he  was  a hatiker.  merchant,  stock-raiser 
3ud  fa’T.  ;.;r,  and  a successful  man  of  affair?  g'en- 
crally.  He  died  in  His  wife,  vdio  is  also 

decea.sed.  was  born  in  Cass  county.  Georgia. 

Jutlge  Afilani  receive,!  iri.s  education  .at  South- 
v.csteim  UiiiviTsit ■ in  GcJi-getown,  Texas,  where 
he  graduated  m )8na.  J ie  iiarl  alreadv  re.solved 
upon  a kgal  cari-cr  as  his  life  work,  and  he  be- 
gan his  re.'.i.diiig  in  the  office  of  (Tdonel  i ni>w 
Govcnit'!'  i i-aniwin  and  jinige  J.  AY.  .Stephens.,  at 
Weatherford,  where  he  wa.s  successful  in  obtain- 
ing aiind-.-ioa  to  tl'ie  bar  in  iBOy.  .I:fe  then  came  to 
Fort  W ''‘rth  and  toC'k  up  acvi\'e  practice,  which 
he  carried  on  with  increasing  success  and  with 
entire  •levcitw.n  ,,f  his  time  and  energies  until  he 
was  elected,  in  .\’ovt;mt)cr.  K/aa,  to  the  otticc  of 
county  iiidge.  the  diitic"  of  wliich  have  since  oc- 
cupied irindi  of  his  time  ;ind  atlcmion.  He  is  one 
of  tl'ie  yonngc.st  lawyers  in  the  state  now  ser\’ing 
r-n  the  bcndi.  and  is  aetjuiuing  himself  witli  .dis- 
tinction, 1 Ie  was  cVioscu  to  tiie  office  on  the  Dem- 
ocral'c  ticket,  with  wh.ise  principles  and  policies 
lie  and  riic  iarnily  have  been  identified  for  main 
dcctuies.  lie  al.so  helongs  to  ai!  the  letnJing  clubs, 
and  fraternities,  iuclmliiig  the  ?\Iasomc.  the  Elks, 
the  Knigins  r>{  I'ythias. 

lii  \KV  ELOM)  SrjlOiALFJElJ).  AI.  D. 
rile  pt>  lics.'i:  u!  ,,f  nu-.heine  in  Alontague 
Comity  us  >itvngi  iu  lied  and  honored  by  the 
Pi'cstiK'c  amoiig  its  ineiJibersliij)  of  E>r,  IE  F. 
.'sdn/.'dSield!.  a. h-wo  uanu-  aiuunincos  the  subject 
or  this  skcoli.  It  is  nearh'  twenty  years  smee 
lu-  estabbsiied  itiin'-i  li  in  t!u;  village  ■>£  Denver, 
an  lulaiid  town  on  Denton  creek  and  among  the 
ancient  settknwtits  of  the  eonnt\'.  ami  during 
all  these  yeai'^  his  solicitations  hate  licen  for 
the  healjl!  and  luau  rial  pio.-periiy  of  hi.s  hocal- 
iX  • ib'.  proJessioiKil  cfiiticucv  aiul  liis  pi-r- 
sema!  p'lpidarity  liave  brougliT  !iim  into  contact 
'kith  a wale  r-aditis'-t  itte  (>opnlation  about  Sun- 
set, \vlur.  Ilf  re'-iec:',  and  his  citizenship  ho-kjs 
tor  nis  , - insiiiijiity  it  goodly  sliart  vT  its  si.^bi!- 

i ite  si.iu-  Tesnu-s.see  is  rcspon.-ible  for  the 
btrtl;  iii'i  cyncation  of  ilcury  i'.  .‘schoolfield. 
lb.  was  born  hi  Hledsoe  county  ScpteinluT  Uu 
Dm  remote  atn'estors  weie  lenglish, 


Iri-'h  and  French  and,  on  his  father’s  side,  begin 
with  David  .^choolfield,  of  I’cnnsvlvania.  I'he 
latter  teas  br.-ii  in  the  Keystone  state  of  Erig- 
li.sh  parents  and  married  Rachel  Grave,?,  a 
Scotch  lady  and  a Quaker  in  religion.  The 
is.siie  of  their  marriage  were:  Samuel,  Enoch, 
Jolm,  Iletijavnin  and  David.  David  moved  into 
Ldiio  where  he  wa.s  afterward  known  as  “Da- 
vid Schofield.’’  Aaron  Schoollield  tvas  born 
July  it!'.  1H5.  and  died  near  Bentonville,  Arkan- 
sas, Xoveiiiitcr  8,  1843.  There  was  a daughter, 
Jane  Sclioc>lfidd,  a sister  of  Aaron,  who  mar- 
ried \\  illiain  .Stine. 

For  his  wife  Aaron  Schoolfield  married 
IMalinda  I>.  Lawler  in  A'irginin.  She  was  a 
daughter  of  lames  Lawler,  of  Irish  stock,  whose 
wife  was  Kitili  Aialthcws,  a lady  of  French 
descent. 

AA’iiliam  ,A.  Schoolfield  was  married  to  Alary 
Brown  in  Bledsoe  cuinity,  Teniie.ssee,  and 
there  passed  his  life  as  a farmer  and  died  in 
H.'O'L  His  willow  survives  and  resides  at 
.Bridgeptrt,  .V!a!,>;im;t.  the  mother  of:  Poca- 

liontas,  who  tlieu  at  Bridgeport,  Alabama,  as 
the  wife  of  R.  E.  Alle.x;  Lucyy  wife  of  J.  G. 
Lane,  died  at  I'ikeville,  Tennessee;  A’inginia. 
who  married  l)r.  G.  \A  . Sawyers,  of  Alarietta, 
Indian  Territory;  Edith,  wife  of  Rev.  J.  R. 
V\’alker,  of  Fresno,  California;  Robert,  who  i.s 
court  clci'k  of  Bledsoe  county,  Tennessee; 
Dr.  IL  F.,  our  subject,  and  \A  illiam  A.,  who 
is  county  attorney  of  Hamilton  county,  Ten- 
ne.s.sec. 

Dr.  Schoolfield  grew  up  on  his  father's  farm 
and  was  educated  in  the  People's  College  at 
I’ikeville.  He  began  preparation  for  his  pro- 
fession at  twenty  years  by  a conr.se  of  medical 
reading  w ith  Dr.  J.  P.  Barnett  of  that  place.  He 
entered  tlie  medical  departmciit  of  the  Plni- 
versity  laf  Tennessee  in  1883  and  wa.s  a student 
two  r ears,  graduating  in  medicine  in  February, 
lSS-5.  lie  was  stationed  for  a short  time  in 
Alelvin,  !'cnne.ssee,  but  in  the  .spring  of  1886 
he  came  to  Tex.'is  and  began  his  work  in  Alon- 
tagtie  county.  In  ISPS  he  ahamioned  Denver 
as  a place  of  residence  and  located  in  Sunset. 

Xor'einher  H*.  LS.ST,  Dr.  Schoolfielrl  was 
united  m marriage  with  Aliss  Ella  Holbrook, 
on  lienton  creek.  Airs.  Schoolfield  was  a 
daughter  of  the  late  well  known  farmer,  John 
,V,  ilolbre.olc,  and  w.a.s  born  in  Texas.  No 
chiiilrcn  have  blesserl  Dr.  and  Airs.  .School- 
field's  uiiion,  but  three  orphan  babies  have 
found  ,'i  welcome  in  their  honscdiold  4md  are 
iieing  reared  and  educated  to  become  useful 
citizens.  They  are;  Carroll.  Harry  and  Char- 
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loUe,  who  have  brought  much  joy  and  comfort 
to  their  foster  parents. 

Dr.  Schoolfield  is  a member  of  the  North- 
west Texas  Medical  Association,  of  the  Mon- 
tague County  Association  and  of  the  Texas 
State.  He  is  a Master  Mason,  a Woodman  and 
a helpful  member  of  the  Methodist  church. 

DR.  MILTON  \V.  CUNNINGHAM,  the 
well  known  real  estate  man  of  Amarillo,  has 
had  a varied  and  pro.spcrous  business  career. 
He  started  out  in  life  as  a practitioner  in 
medicine,  Imt  soon  abandoned  that  profession 
for  active  participation  in  the  material  atfairs 
of  the  world.  In  this  field  he  found  the  most 
successful  sphere  of  his  activity,  and  during 
the  past  two  decades  has  given  his  attention  to 
vTirious  enterprises  and  always  with  success. 
He  has  been  at  Amarillo  since  ISf'O,  at  first  in 
the  mercantile  and  later  in  the  real  estate  busi- 
ness, and  he  is  one  of  the  most  influential  men 
of  the  city. 

Dr.  Cunningham  comes  of  an  e.xccllcnt 
southeim  family,  and  was  born  at  Okoloma, 
Chickasaw  county,  Mississippi,  November  1, 
1857.  His  parents  were  Janies  G.  and  Carrie 
(Saunders)  Cunningham.  His  father’s  direct 
ancestors  were  originally  from  Ireland,  but 
many  years  ago  settled  at  Charleston,  South 
Carolina,  whence  the  doctor’s  great-grand- 
father came  to  Tennessee.  The  father’s 
maternal  ancestors  were  from  Scotland.  James 
G.  Cunningham,  who  is  still  living,  although 
four  score  years  of  age,  was  born  in  Tenne.ssee 
in  1824;  he  removed  with  his  parents  to  Ala- 
bama in  1S30.  and  thence  came  to  Mississippi 
in  1835,  locating  in  Monroe  county,  near  old 
Colton  Gin,  on  the  Tonibigbee  river,  among 
the  earliest  settlers  of  that  locality.  His  home 
was  later  transferred  to  Chickasaw  county,  and 
in  18(J(I  he  located  in  Lee  count}'  of  the  same 
state.  He  was  a successful  farmer  and  planter, 
and  a man  of  much  force  of  character  and  the 
wielder  of  considerable  influence  in  his  com- 
munity. When  the  Civil  3Var  broke  out  he  en- 
listed in  the  Confederate  army,  and  from  first 
to  last  was  a soldier  in  that  conflict,  being  for  a 
part  of  the  time  in  Forrest’s  rioted  cavalry 
brigade.  TTis  home  remained  in  Mississippi 
until  1888,  and  in  that  year  he  came  to  his  son 
the  doctor’s  place  of  residence  at  Mansfield. 
Tarrant  county,  Texas;  several  years  later  he 
moved  to  F’ilot  Point,  this  state,  where  he  now 
resides,  retired  from  active  life,  making  his 
home  with  his  daughter,  Mrs.  W.  A.  Upchurch. 
Dr.  Cunningham’s  mother  died  in  Mississippi 
in  1885.  Her  father  was  Judge  John  Taylor 


Sannder.s,  a well  known  citizen  of  Alabama, 
who  served  as  adjutant  general  of  the  state  and 
for  several  years  as  judge  of  the  probate  court, 
and  was  active!}''  interested  in  military  affairs. 

Dr.  t Ainningham's  boyhood  days  were  spent 
on  the  plantaiiiiii  in  Lee  county,  Alississipj.ii, 
and  in  the  meantime  he  received  his  education 
at  tioo])cr  Institute,  near  hlen'dian,  that  state. 
( in  deciding  to  take  uj)  the  medical  profession 
he  entered  X'amlerlhlt  Cniversity  and  attended 
several  courses'of  medical  lectures  tliere.  After 
qualifying  himself  he  tfiok  up  the  praciicc  of 
medicine  in  hi.'^  home  county  of  I,cc,  and  spent 
the  two  years,  1881  and  188,2,  as  a doctor  of 
medicine.  At  the  end  of  that  time  lie  coiicluilcd 
1.0  devote  himself  to  some  other  pursuit  than 
the  art  of  healing,  and  in  accordance  with  that 
purpose  he  was  engaged  in  mercantile  business 
in  his  native  state  until  1884,  which  was  the 
year  of  his  coming  to  Texas.  He  has  never 
since  resumed  medical  practice,  having  found 
his  business  opportunities  to  present  as  large  a 
field  as  he  could  possibly  cover. 

His  first  location  in  this  state  was  at  Alva- 
rado in  Johnson  county,  and  some  time  later 
he  was  engaged  with  the  M.  T.  Jones  Lumber 
Company  at  Mansfield,  Tarrant  county.  He 
came  up  to  the  I’anhandle  in  1800,  and  has  been 
located  at  .Amarillo  ever  since.  During  the 
first  si.x  years  here  he  was  in  the  mercantile 
busine.ss,  and  since  then  he  has  confined  his 
ojieratioris  to  real  estate,  in  which  he  has  suc- 
ceeded. He  deals  in  city  and  ranch  property 
as  an  agent,  being  the  representative  of  some 
prominent  non-residents.  He  rakes  an  active 
interest  in  the  growth  and  development  of 
Amarillo  and  vicinity.  lie  is  particularly  en- 
thusiastic over  the  prospects  of  the  great  plains 
country  since  it  is  so  happily  favored  from  a 
climatic  standpoint,  has  sufficient  rainfall  in 
the  proper  season,  and  in  this  vicinity  lies  the 
largest  body  of  unbroken  tillable  deep  rich 
soil  of  a like  area  to  be  found  in  the  United 
States. 

Dr.  Cunningham  has  been  a man  of  influence 
ever  since  taking  up  his  residence  in  Amarillo, 
but  has  ne\  er  directed  his  activity  into  political 
channels  for  his  own  interests,  although  he  is 
a stanch  Democrat  and  wide-awake  to  the  best 
welfare  of  that  part}'.  He  has  confined  his  at- 
teniion  politically  for  some  years  to  looking 
after  the  local  political  interests  of  his  brother- 
in-law,  Congressman  John  II.  Stephen.s,  of 
Vernon,  whose  history  is  given  elsewhere  in 
this  work.  Dr.  Cunningham  is  a charter 
member  of  the  Odd  Fellows  lodge  at  Amarillo, 
and  he  and  his  wife  are  also  charter  members 
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of  t!ic  ( .'mrilicrland  Prfc,-b}leriiin  dinrch  ‘.>f 
An)aril!<i,  -.vliich  they  hclpi.d  lo  cs-tabli'^h. 

I )r.  rmuiiiiKisari!  u-a>  married  at  Fort  W orth 
•11  iss'  i«)  Mi>'  Josic  StephtMis,  a .sister  of  Con- 
P'r0"in;ui  Su'phuis  and  a intiiiber  of  a historic 
idx.-is  familv.  'i'hey  have  four  children:  Wil- 

o.ii  t’arrie  May,  X'ornia  and  Xiiia. 

R<  di'i'RT  E.  HI  FF.  president  of  the  Fir.^i 
Xati’-n.d  ii.iiik  and  a pri>!iimem  lawt'cr  m' 
W ichit:.  id'dls.  is  a lea.linsr  rnan  of  affairs  in 
this  cii}'  ami  came  here  during;  its  earliest 
growrh  and  Itas  l;c-eii  intimatidy  coiuitcle<l  with 
hist'.rv  and  tnatenai  tievclopnient  ever 
Since,  lie  was  iiorn  at  Lclianoti,  \ irgiiiia, 
huniar-c  10>:,  ilie  son  of  Rev.  W illiarn  and 
flattie  (Jouiison)  Huff,  naii\-es  of  \Arginia  and 
i'eiines.sce.  rCspectncly.  Rev,  William  Huff 
w:is  a Uaptist  niiiiistcr  for  many  years,  passing 
much  (,f  his  life  in  Lk-dtorfl  connis,  lennessce, 
ivlu  re  he  finally  died.  I lie  nioihet  is  now  liv- 
intr  with  her  .siin  in  W ichita  P'alls. 

.Mr.  FoiKTt  E.  Huff  began  life  in  W ichita 
F;d!s  !>'  starting  at  the  bottom  of  the  ladder, 
ile  has  remained  i:i  that  place  during  all  its 
vicissitudes,  by  his  courage  and  iierseverance 
Ivis  o.verctime  ail  obst.acles,  and  is  mnv  wealthy, 
V,  ith  large  interests,  a haiulsotne  residence,  and 
an  .assured  p<isitioii  as  one  c>f  icliita  I ails 
prominent  husiiie.s.s  men. 

/V.s  a boy  -Mr.  Hutt  received  a corniuon  school 
edtscatton  and  afterwards  studied  law  at  (.  ttni- 
berland  rniversity,  Lebanon,  Tennessee, 
where  he  gr:iduaie<!  in  Its*!*.  He  was  si>on 
.tfter  'idniit'ted  to  the  bar  at  Slielbv ville,  Ten- 
nessee. He  ilicii  decided  U>  come  to  the  new 
c.otiiitvt  in  Texas,  and  Aiay  ‘i,  ls:s’>,  arrit  ed  in 
’ mdritri  Fails.  .\l  that  iinu-,  the  town  had 
been  iai-,1  •..‘itl  and  soon  after  began  to  grow,  as 
a ■■••soii  of  ’iie  conipii  lion  to  the  jdace  of  the 
h :;  i W orth  X Denver  t 'iiy  Failroad. 

Mr.  liufi  began  tin  practice  of  law.  and  as 
soon  as  Wichita  county  was  organize*]  was 
lU-eU-d  the  iitst  r.iumy  attorney.  In  IssS  he 

-,,s  clecu'il  tircsiilcnt  of  the  .I'anhandle  Xa- 
!:  anil  Hank,  which  liad  been  arganize*!  in 
ishi.  ami  he  has  li*.'!d  this  ])Ositiini  e t er  since. 
In  ihe  latter  pan  of  I'.Hi.'f  the  name  of  the  bank 
w : ciianged  P*  the  First  Xational  Hank,  the 
..Uiis.s  and  cviTvihing  cointtcie*.l  with  lit*  in- 
-s. union  re  naining  nnchang'eil.  Ihe  batdt  is 
■;  r-  \ douj-i^hing  on*.,  am!  its  lunrie  is  in  the 
uirui  : ano  iiiu'st  btisiness  slrucUire  in  W ichita 
l-hios  In  aildition  i-iliis  law  [iractice  IMr.  litiff 
■eo  barges  his  dutio  as  tictive  working  pr*-si- 
dent  ■•(  tb*‘  bnids.  lb’  is  a nienib* f *;*i  the  lau 
nun  of  liulf,  Ibiiwise  X iliilT;  his  bnulicr. 


( harles  C.  Huff,  and  J.  fl.  Barwise  being  the 
other  members  of  the  firm. 

Since  coming  to  Texas  iMr.  Huff  has  married,, 
his  wife’s  inairlen  name  being  Mis.s  Lizzie  Bur- 
roughs. They  have  fejur  sons:  William  E., 

.\nhtir  B.,  Rcihert  L..  Jr.,  and  iMarshall. 

TIB  >M AS  ELI  I’RlCE.  ( )ur  subject  is  a 
moilest  cattle  grower  and  fanner  of  jack 
county,  where  he  settled  in  IkS,').  He  came 
Imher  with  a teatn  and  five  hundred  dcillars 
;ind  tvithout  former  experience  embarked  in  ilte 
grocery  business  at  Xewpoi  t.  The  same  enemy 
which  has  fnu'sued  and  swamped  many  a 
merchant  scented  his  trail  at  *ince  and  within 
a year  *‘)ld  "Trust"  ha*.!  deprived  him  of  his 
goo<ls  and  threatened  his  credit  and  he  re- 
sinneil  the  work  of  his  first  lo\  c,  the  tarni.  Re- 
duced to  the  position  *>f  a i.leiiemlent,  he  em 
ployed  w ith  the  jiioneer,  John  liensley,  as  f*.>re- 
n.an  of  one  of  Ids  ranches  ami  after  five  y ears 
of  ser\  ice  he  reached  a iniint  where  he  teas 
enable*;!  to  buy  eighty-nine  acres  oi  land  on  the 
Edward  Ray  survey,  which  jilare  he  moved  to, 
improve*!  and  where  he  now  mainlain.s  his 
lit  line. 

I he  rew  ard  of  industry  is  alw  ays  sure  and  t«.t 
no  man  did  this  reward  come  with  more  justi- 
ficatiisn  than  l*v  T.  H.,  I’rice,  for  his  days  were 
filled  with  labor  and  for  a time  both  ends  of 
the  night  were  encroached  upon  to  accomplish 
a piiq:>ose  in  hand.  The  posses.sioii  of  a few 
Cows  ami  calves  puts  a man  int*.i  the  cow  busi- 
ness and  this  is  what  hapjiened  to  fVice. 
Being  short  i.if  land  for  jiastiire  he  leased  a 
.'mall  tract  adjcdniiig  his  home,  which  now  con- 
tains two  liundred  and  sixty-nine  acres,  has  it 
amply  .st*>ckcd  and  i^  ladling  the  .sweets  of  an 
imlejiendent  life. 

Mr.  Price  was  horn  in  Franklin  county', 
.ilab-ania,  December  11,  IsH.  and  as  he  a|>- 
proached  yoiiili  learned  little  from  the  ctiiinlry 
schools.  \\  hen  he  shciuld  have  been  doing  his 
best  wi>rk  toward  obtaining  an  education  he 
was  in  the  array  figliting  for  the  im.icpciideiice 
of  ilie  Confederacy'  Sml  lie  quit  .sc1k,.*>1  just  able 
to  read  and  write.  Hr  en!i>tei.l  in  Caiitain  .\d- 
liinson's  (Tompany . Eighth  .Mabania  Re  giment, 
in  fstib,  and  >-erve*i  in  ihi.-.  company  xsnicihing 
;n  cr  a year  w hen  he  was  transfciTed  lo  CaiUain 
Xewstim's  Ci.nnpany,  Forrest's  conimaml.  He 
was  in  I'en  Island  battle,  the  ( oosa  River  and 
many  smaller  fights  in  that  campaign.  ,\t  the 
*.l*)sc  of  the  war  he  u-as  at  Xewhurg.  Alabama, 
and  wa.s  iliscliarged  there, 

< )n  leaving  tlic  army  he  rcliirncd  ho|-ne  and 
w-orke*!  with  his  father  on  the  farm  until  he- 
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established  a home  of  his  own  by  his  marriage 
in  ISfifi.  His  father  gave  him  a horse,  the  chief 
item  of  his  resources  when  he  was  married, 
and  he  opened  his  career  on  rented  land.  In 
ISfifi  he  brought  his  y'oung  family  to  the  “prom- 
ised land” — Texa.s— located  in  Naxarro  county 
and  was  making  some  progress  when  it  oc- 
curred to  him  to  go  back  to  Alabama,  and  that 
trip  and  the  return  to  Texa.s  cost  him  much  of 
his  accumulations.  He  returned  to  the  Lone 
Star  state  in  1876  and  slopped  in  Hender.son 
countjx  where  many'  of  his  relatives  lived,  and 
there  he  spent  nine  years  arul  got  together  the 
modest  sum  with  which  he  began  his  mer- 
cantile c.xperience  at  Newport  in  lS8.a. 

Wdlliam  I’ricc.  our  subject's  father,  wa.s  borit 
in  Greene  county,  .\labama,  in  1828,  and  pre- 
pared himself  for  a school  teacher  in  Louisville, 
Kentucky, hisfather  being  a wealthy  farmer  and 
oxvner  of  slaves  in  his  native  and  aristocratic 
state.  I’robably  a decade  before  the  war  his 
father,  Thomas  Trice,  sold  hi.s  Alabama  land 
and  settled  in  Louisiana,  and  just  before  the 
rebellion  he  came  xtn  to  Texas  and  located  in 
Henderson  county,  where  his  death  occurred  in 
1878,  at  .seventy -nine  years  of  age.  He  married 
Abegil  Lewis,  and  their  children  were  : i^amuel 

C. ,  ^\’ayman,  of  Curran,  Texas;  ^\  illiarn  ; and 
Elizabeth,  of  Louisiana,  wife  of  Tom  Hamil- 
ton. 

William  Price  married  Rhoda  Hardin,  who 
died  in  Henderson  conniy.  'I'exas,  in  1883, 
whither  she  and  her  husband  liad  mijved.  Fol- 
lowing her  death  her  husband  returned  east 
and  located  in  olississippi  where  he  taught 
schtKtl.  His  children  are:  Iletsy',  of  Talbott 

countv,  Alabama,  wife  of  John  Blackledge : 
Thomas  E. ; Abbie.  wife  of  Thomas  Lawler,  of 
Franklin  county',  .Alabama;  l.,ola,  who  married 

D.  Thomas,  cd  Ilendenson  county,  Texas,  and 
I’inkey,  deceased  wife  of  Bud  Thomas. 

In  November.  1806,  Thomas  E.  Price  and 
Millie  Ross  Horton  were  united  in  marriage  ir. 
their  native  county  of  Franklin,  where  Mrs. 
Price  was  born  June  13,  IS  18.  She  was  a 
daughter  of  John  Horton.  The  issue  of  Mr. 
and  Airs.  Price  are:  Smith  Hardin,  Rosa,  wife 
of  Jacob  Lewis,  of  Jack  county';  Harvey',  who 
married  Alma  Page,  and  John  and  Carl. 

Air.  Price  has  done  his  work  as  a citizen  as 
enthusiastically'  as  he  has  done  it  as  a farmer 
and  cowman.  He  is  well  known  for  his  Demo- 
cratic tendencies  and  has  ever  shown  his  loy'- 
alty  to  his  political  party.  He  has  attended 
party  conventions  and  filled  the  place  of  school 
trustee. 
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JAAIES  AZRIAH  I RAZAU.  Iji  the  sub- 
ject of  this  Itiographical  notice  we  present  otie 
of  Clay'  county  \s  width  known  citizens  xvlni^e 
business  life  is  spanned  lo  tliree  generations 
of  Texas  history  and  whose  business  career, 
from  it.s  inception  to  the  present,  pre.sents  a 
succession  of  achicx  emeiits  worthy  the  emula- 
tion of  our  ambitious  youth  and  meriting  the 
applause  of  a generous  and  feeling  puldic.  First 
we  see  him  assuming  the  conduct  <;d  the  luane 
farm,  as  a stripling  of  a y tmth.  just  after  the 
Civil  War,  next  we  see  him  e.stablished  as  a 
merchant  and  man  of  affairs  in  the  little  com- 
munity near  Eagle  I.ake,  in  soinhern  Teivas. 
where  he  lived,  and  finally',  in  the  height  of  his 
successes,  vve  see  him  with  plantations  nunitcr- 
ing  thousands  of  acres,  with  a mercantile  stock 
amounting  to  many  thousand  dtdlars.  with  the 
ginning  and  other  interests  of  the  little  village, 
grown  to  manhocnl,  the  creator  of  a large 
fortnne  and  the  ma.ster  of  an  industrial  and 
c(»mmercial  situation  seldom  jtarallelcd  in  any 
locality  in  Texas. 

The  origin  of  the  Frazars  of  this  name  is,  at 
this  date,  not  definitely  know'n.  'I'radition  tells 
us  that  a grand  ancestor  of  Janies  A.  I'razat 
“ran  aw'ay  ” from  lumie  as  a youth  and  to  escape 
recognition  chaiigeil  the  s{>elling  of  the  name 
from  “Frazier”  to  its  present  form.  However 
tliis  may  be.  J.  W.  Frazar,  grandfather  of  our 
subject,  was  born  in  North  t'arolina  in  1807,  was 
married  and  reared  his  family'  in  Alabama  and 
Tennes.see.  and  in  IS.sl  located  on  the  Cibola, 
near  .San  .\monio,  Texas,  He  w'as  a stockman 
and  farmer  and  was  a lialf  brother  tri  the  Over- 
feel  who  was  killed  in  the  *Vlamo  tvirh  t'rockett, 
Bowie  and  other  fathers  of  the  Republic  of 
Fexas. 

At  the  time  of  his  advent  to  the  state  settlers 
as  far  west  as  they  xverc  ire>[uently  raided  by 
(he  Ccimanche  Indians  :onl  their  stock  drixen 
off.  slaxe:s  killed  and  citizems  occasionally 
murdered.  ;\t  ahiiost  exery  full  moon  these 
enemies  of  the  white  man  were  certain  to  ap- 
pear in  some  frontier  settlement  and  leax  c 
behind  them  a trail  of  htiinan  blood.  'Fhe  xisi- 
tatioii  of  Iriciists  in  18.v;  was  more  disastrous 
to  settlers  titan  Indian  depredations,  for  all 
x egetation  xva.s  consunicil.  battle  x\  ere  not 
fit-  to  eat,  fish  tasted  as  locusts  and  xvatcr  xvas 
barely'  lit  for  use.  It  was  a hundred  and  fifty 
miles  to  good  meat  and  the  Frazars  ahaiuloned 
their  Cibola  settlement  and  dropped  down  tietir 
Eagle  Fake  in  W harton  county,  xvhcrc  their 
residence  xvas  afierxvard  maintained. 

The  Frazars  came  tt)  Fexas  direct  from  Altir- 
frccsboro,  Tennessee,  where,  on  Shelby  Pike, 
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'.In  famih'  sciilud  IriMV;  it-  Maharaa  boine.  It 
‘A'as  I'i  huV'"i'  "'..'nt  \ii.ii  Haac  J.  i'razait  the 
i.;‘!vr  -'ur  -<iiLiocv.  wa;  bom.  His  mother 
•'.a.-'  Saiah  .vho  ilnnl  iieai  ■ Itlui'frce.s- 

vvliilc  Inr  Imd.aiicl  ditdi  at  Columbus, 
ai  tb8o,  Euac  J..  Amanda  Kim- 

iao  ;uHt  (a<-r;;c-  \\  . i’l'a/.ar,  of  San  .\ntonio, 
were  the  l>MK-  "f  tbmr  marriage. 

).  1 r.a-  ar  Filloweil  his  father'-  occupa- 
; ;.n  uiuil  aiier  the  war.  when  he  studied 
im'sheine.  jew^ed  the  veijinre'l  e.vaminatiiin  for 
a ] livsioaa's  license  and  began  the  jtractice  of 
mcdiciue.  i' riant  his  cottntrt  .'^eat  iiccu  Ea.glc 
l.tike  he  rode  Far  and  near  iii  the  .successful 
pursmi  r,s  hi-  pr..fe--K.ii  and  his  professh.mal 
'dnlitr-  and  unalloyed  citizenship  made  him  ;s 
ch.'iraVicr  widely  and  popularly  known.  In 
dcnnc.-st;c  lie  married  .rshnira  E.imlarit,  .i 
danglUer  of  jasuc-  K'unhro.  who  passed  his  life- 
mar  Aiun'rc’eslioro  ..n  she  fanii.  Z\Irs.  Frazar 
died  in  lier  Wharton  county  home  in  1SS4.  her 
husl-and  having  preceded  her  in  IhF!  at  furty- 
tive  years  (del.  'Iheir  children  were:  James 

A..  1 if  this  review William  K..  who  died  at 
Kagl.;:  r.ake  aiul  left  a family  ; Roliert  .B.,_  whet 
pa.'scd  au  av  at  l'ra7.a.rvillc ; .’Vimie  G.,  wife  of 
T.  Y.  Mason,  of  Frazarv  ille, 

Tiu;  earliest  iniprc's.-ioiis  of  Tc-xas  life  witii 
Tamest  A.  I razar  were  those  made  at  their  first 
location  on  the  Ciliola.  He  lias  lived  on  the 
froiUier.  .-o  to  speak,  all  his  life,  and  the  open 
( ouiUrv  and  the  pure  air  has  e always  been  lii.s. 
.\  Catiiidic  ct'Hegc  at  San  .Antonio  provided 
him  svi  111  a good  education  and  at  about  si.N:tcen 
\ -ars  of  age  lie  took  cha.rge  cu’  the  Frazar  home 
and  -tuck,  while  hi-  father  practiced  medicine, 
and  went  to  work.  In  response  to  the  demands 
of  his  comimmity  he  e.-tablislu-d  ,i  store,  a gin 
and  then  a black.-mith  sho])  and  hiS;  m.iiiagc 
nu'iil  of  all  ihe-e  vmtrpriscs  bronght  good  re  - 
sults. and  several  plaiitatioii-  caiiu;  into  hi.s 
htmd.s  bv  piirch.-sse  with  i!u-  profit.-  of  his 
hcaliliv  and  ratlical  bu.-ine.-s  ]i(ilicy.  The  little 
hamlet  ivlicrr,  hi.-  comiiicrcial  intore-t-  existed 
v.-;t-  named  I razan  tHe  in  hi-  honor  and  all  its 
Inisitie-s  an<!  tlie  lownsite  it-df  was  owned  by 
him.  .Mthratgli  he  severed  hi-  tictive  connection 
will)  li’.s  Wh:irli-n  county  ai't’air.s  in  i8fH),  and 
cjunc-  t-.  < ’lav  count  1-  in  .March  of  that  year,  he 
did  not  Snsaily  dispose  of  all  lib  holdings  till 
lsv>-  \-c:irs  laUr. 

.'moug  l-i-  mitia!  acts  on  identiA  ing  himself 
vdtn  (.'kiy  county  was  the  reO[)cning  of  the 
f.u  cd  i-anm-r-'  S.-tional  Cank  in  -vt  hich  he  \v:is 
a !u  at  V ‘ t ;cki-io}:ter.  This  w as  done  that  lie 
..iight  ;-a^‘c  ihr  khohlers  from  apparent 
hsa.->'  :os-es,  or!  lu.  was  engaged  some  five 


V cars  in  the  winding  up  of  its  affairs.  In  recent 
years  lii.s  fanning-  and  grazing'  interests  have 
employed  his  time.  Cattle  feeding  in  connection 
with  Air,  Me  B.  Worsham  for  several  vears,  at 
Greeii',  ilie,  Te.xas,  and  of  late  years  alone,  on 
liis  honie  ranch  and  at  Tishomingo,  Indian  Ter- 
ritory, he  fattens  .'inmially  about  two  hundred 
and  fifty  head  of  steers.  He  owns  a little 
ranch  of  nearly  seventeen  hundred  acres  on  the 
Little  \\  ichira  river  and  Duck  creek  and  ha- 
one  thousand  acres  leased  near  liy. 

Air.  Frazar  wa.s  fir-t  married  in  Wharton 
county,  in  Alarch.  ISSO,  to  „\gnes  J.  Smith,  who 
dier!  in  J.S3-;).  leaving  two  sons,  Isaac  J.,  of  Kaw, 
Oklahoma,  and  Edw'jird  B.  In  Alaty  1SS8,  Mr. 
I razar  married  AIi,-s  Ivlatiie  Alorris,  a daughter 
of  Delaware  and  Hattie  E.  (Warren)  A-lorris. 
The  f'U-mcr  died  in  Henrietta  in  1900  at  eighty- 
six  years  of  age.  lieing  the  secoml  oldest  AIa.son 
in  Texas.  He  came  to  this  state  from  Eufala, 
.Vlabatna.  in  l-Sl'L  and  was  a merchant  in 
Egypt,  in  barton  county,  for  some  v'ears. 
He  was  a Gecirgian  Iw  birth,  was  the  father  of 
three  children  and  buried  hi.-  wife  at  Austin, 
Texas,  in  Sep'iemher,  18S1.  Of  his  children 
Airs.  Frazar  was  born  Alarch  ,?$?,  18G6,  and  was 
the  oldest;  Richard  A.  resides  near  Portales, 
New  Alexieo,  and  A-Ianiie  I)..  wife  of  L..  C.  Gib- 
bon, reside.-  in  Decatur,  Texas. 

Air.  Frazar’s  second  family  of  children  con- 
sists of  Tames  .A.,  Jr.,  born  January  30,  ltS91; 
Alorri.-,  born  July  21.  1893:  AX'orsham,  born 
April  J4,  1S95.  Like  his  father  Air.  Frazar  is 
a Royal  .\rch  Alason,  joining  the  order  in  Eagle 
I.ake  and  taking  his  chapter  degree  in  Colum- 
i)us,  Texas.  He  is  well  preserved  for  a man  of 
his  v'ears,  lieing  born  February  T,  .1851,  and  the 
weight  of  bu-iness  cares  fcir  nearly  forty  years 
sit  comparatively  lightly  on  his  shoulders  and 
he  gives  promi.-e  of  many  years  of  usefulness 
to  come. 

E.  T.  COE,  a veteran  of  the  Confederate 
army,  who  was  success  full  engaged  in  general 
agricultural  ]>ursthts  and  stock  rai.-ing  in  Gray- 
son and  later  in  Alomagiie  comny.  Te.xas,  but  is 
now  living  retired  at  Xocon.-^t,  was  iKmi  in  Henry 
county.  AIi.s.-ouri,  Febrnar}'  17,  i8.|i.  He  was 
re.arcd  to  farmer  pursuits  and  i.-  indebted  to  the 
district  .school  system  for  the  educational  privi- 
leges accorded  him.  His  parents  were  Jame.s  R. 
and  Elizabeth  (Stanford)  Coe.  the  former  a 
native  of  Indiana  and  the  latter  of  Adrginia,  in 
which  state  they  were  niarried.  The  Coe  fai-nily 
is  of  Scotch -Tri.-h  lineage  and  the  grandfather, 
loscph  Coe.  became  an  early  settler  of  Indiana. 
He  was  a river  man  and  w'as  captairi  of  a steam- 
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boat  On  the  Ohio  and  other  rivers  for  many  vears, 
in  which  capacity  he  became  well  known,  while 
his  social  nature  and  genuine  worth  made  him 
jxipular.  The  members  of  his  family  were:  Wil- 
liam and  Elias  T.,  both  of  whom  died  in  Illinois; 
James  R.,  Mrs.  Margaret  Jeremiah  and  Mary  C., 
of  California. 

James  R.  Coe,  born  and  reared  in  Indiana, 
went  to  Virginia  after  he  had  attained  his  ma- 
jority and  was  there  married,  .subsequent  to 
which  time  he  removed  to  Illinois  and  afterward 
to  ^Missouri,  where  he  pros[)cred  in  his  undertak- 
ings as  a farmer  and  stockman,  tic  became  one 
of  the  snh.stantial  rejiresentatives  of  financial  in- 
tere.sts  in  his  county  and  his  hu.siness  activity  was 
the  secret  of  his  success.  In  politics  lie  was  a 
strong  and  inlluciitial  Democrat,  lint  witliout  de- 
.sire  for  ftolitical  office,  ]>referriiig  to  give  his  un- 
divided attention  to  his  Imsiness  interests.  At  the 
time  of  the  Civil  War  his  s}'mpathies  were 
strongly  aroused  in  behalf  of  the  south,  so  that 
the  northern  syanpathizers  feared  his  inlluence 
and  made  it  ver}-  unpleasant  for  him  in  his  Itonie 
locality.  Both  armies  foraged  off  of  his  place, 
taking  his  stock  and  personal  profierty,  and  at 
last  the  northern  troojis  burned  his  dwelling  and 
Other  farm  buildings.  He  and  bis  family  then 
sought  refuge  in  Saline  conntv.  Missouri,  v.hcre 
he  remained  until  after  the  close  of  the  war.  when 
he  .sold  his  old  homestead  and  purchased  a farm 
in  Benton  county,  Missouri,  spending  liis  remain- 
ing days  there.  lie  was  then  too  old  to  ever  fully 
recLi]>erate  his  lost  jios.sessions,  but  lie  neverthe- 
less, by  indefatigable  industry,  won  a competence 
for  himself  and  his  family.  From  early  manhood 
he  was  a consistent  Methodist  and  his  life  was 
alw’ays  actuated  by  honorable  principles  and  de- 
votion to  whatever  he  believed  to  be  right.  The 
poor  and  needy  found  in  him  a warm  friend  and 
his  neighbor.s  appreciated  his  social  nature  and 
kindly  spirit.  He  was  six  feet  in  height,  of  me- 
dium weight  and  possessed  a strong  and  vigorous 
constitution  that  enabled  him  t()  do  much  hard 
work  in  his  earlier  manhood.  He  passed  away 
April  q,  iSS8,  at  the  age  of  sixty-.six  years,  while 
his  wife  died  in  1876.  She  was  a daugliter  of 
Phillip  S.  Stanford,  a native  of  \’irginia.  who 
became  familiar  with  the  labors  incident  to  life- 
on  a \drginia  plantation.  At  an  carh  day  he  re- 
moved to  Missouri  and  became  a representative 
farmer  and  stockman  of  the  locality  in  which  he 
made  his  home.  He  traded  (]uite  extensively  in 
cattle  and  mules  and  improved  a fine  farm  in 
Bate.s  county,  remaining  thereon  for  inanv  years. 
He  W'as  without  political  aspiration  or  desire  to 
figure  in  any  prominent  position,  ]»referring  to 
give  his  undivided  attention  to  his  business  inter- 


ests. He  remained  in  Bates  county  until  1858, 
when  he  came  to  Texas,  settling  in  Dallas  county, 
where  he  carried  on  farming  and  stock-raising 
for  several  years.  Following  tlie  period  of  the 
Civil  War  he  sold  his  ranch  and  took  his  stock  to 
Kerr  county,  Te.x.as,  where  he  again  established 
a ranch.  He  was  prcatiinenl  and  successful  in  his 
work  and  devoted  his  energies  to  agricultural 
pursuit.s  until  he  put  aside  active  huvinc.ss  cares. 
His  death  occurred  when  he  had  reached  the  ad- 
vanced age  of  "ninety-three  years.  He  was  fa- 
miliar with  the  experiences,  hardshi[>s  and  priva- 
tions of  pio]ieer  life,  for  during  his  ranching  days 
in  Dallas  county  Indians  made  raids  upon  his 
stock  and  stole  nianv  a liead  of  cattle  or  horses. 
As  a young  man  Mr.  Stanford  wamkl  start  in 
pursuit  of  the  thieves,  nor  was  he  afraid  to  en- 
counter the  red  men  on  the  plains.  In  his  fatnily 
were  nine  children  ; James,  who  died  in  iMissouri 
in  18.S3;  Frank,  of  California;  Thomas,  who  died 
in  iVlissouri ; Pliilli]),  of  Kerr  county,  Texas; 
John  N..  w-ho  is  living  in  Dallas  ct)unty;  '\Irs. 
Elizabeth  Coe;  Mrs.  Pruitt  of  Dallas  county; 
Mrs.  Anna  Pruitt,  and  Mrs.  Emma  Pruitt. 

The  children  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Janies  R.  Coe 
are  five  in  number : Tliadeus,  wh.o  was  killed 
while  serving  in  the  Confederate  army  ; E.  T.,  of 
this  review ; Phillip  S.,  who  was  also  killed  in 
the  army:  James  A.,  a farmer  of  Missouri,  and 
Allen  E.  C..  likewise  following  farming  in  that 
state. 

E.  T.  Coe  was  born  and  reared  on  the  old 
homestead  in  Missouri  and  when  nineteen  years 
of  age  he  enlisted,  in  1861.  at  the  call  for  sLx 
months’  troops,  becoming  a meinher  of  the  Sixth 
Missouri  Cavalry  of  the  Confederate  sciwice  un- 
der Colonel  R.  I..  Y.  Payton.  The  regiment  w as 
attached  to  General  Raines'  division,  went  to  the 
front  and  was  engaged  in  the  battles  of  Carthage 
and  Drvwood.  Missouri.  On  the  expiration  of 
his  first  term  Mr.  Coe  re-enlisted  and  the  regi- 
ment was  reorganized,  becoming  a part  of  the 
regular  Confederate  service.  He  was  made  sec- 
ond lieutenant  of  Company  D,  Second  Battalion 
of  Cavalry  under  Colonel  Emmett  iMcDowell, 
and  saw  much  liard  service  and  skininshing,  tak- 
ing part  in  all  of  the  leading  battles  of  the  west- 
ern department  except  at  Pea  Ridge,  when  he. 
was  held  as  a prisoner  of  war.  While  the  com- 
mand was  h ing  in  camp  at  Springfield.  Mis.souri, 
he  was  granted  a furlough  to  visit  htmie.  and 
while  there  was  taken  firisoner  and  lield  for 
six  weeks,  after  which  he  was  exchanged  and 
again  inined  his  command,  with  which  he  con- 
tinued until  the  close  of  the  war,  his  service  be- 
ing with  the  western  dcparlrnent  of  the  anuy, 
niosllv  in  ^Missouri  and  Arkansas,  hut  later  in 
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Texns.  He  '.vr.t  .sliOiil}'  U’cninded.  but.  was  al- 
ways on  duty  and  tva.s  often  in  the  tltickest  ot 
the  fittlii.  After  the  dose  t,t  liostilities  he  re- 
turnetl  to  the  honte  of  his  fatlier,  who,  as  a ref- 
uttre.  had  gtiue  t(>  S.ilinc  c(>unty,  ^Missouri,  and 
there  the  f'Oa  Uetjan  work. 

Oti  the  eyth  of  Kovember.  1866,  E.  T.  Coe  was 
married  to  iMi.ss  .Matilda  E.  Clark  and  settled 
iiptat  a tract  of  rented  larsd,  vviiich  he  operated 
for  two  years,  after  which  he  bought  a tract  of 
raw  land.  He  then  began  the  work  of  improving 
the  farm  and  as  the  years  passed  he  prospererl  in 
hi.s  iindertakitigs,  remaining  ii|>on  the  old  home- 
stead there  until  1874.  when  he  came  to  Texas, 
rentius’  his  land  in  .Mis.rOnri.  In  this  state  he 
fir.-t  located  in  Grayson  C'>unty,  where  he  oper- 
atecl  a rsaued  farm  tor  two  \-ears,  ami  in  1870  he 
came  to  -Montague  county  . purciiasing  tliree  htin- 
dreci  and  thirty-four  acres  of  land  in  tlie  Red 
Ri\'cr  valley,  oti  whicli  he  took  tip  hi.s  abode. 
.Fiii'ling  that  he  liked  the  country  and  its  people, 
he  resolved  to  make  the  state  Ins  permanent 
alx>de,  and  addc!-!  to  his  property  until  he  owned 
twelve  httuiired  and  ninety  acres  of  valuable 
farm  land,  all  of  which  he  put  under  fence.  lie 
likewise  placed  two  hundred  an.:!  twenty-five 
acres  tuirlcr  a high  state  of  eultivarion.  raised 
diver.sified  crop.s  and  also  engagecl  in  raising  cat- 
tle and  otlicr  stock.  He  tva.-,  successful  in  botli 
branches  of  his  hasirics.s.  am!  as  the  rears  pa.ssed 
accurnulatci]  a handsome  cornjretence.  C.G  com- 
mg  10  Texas  lie  had  only  a small  .'imouiit  of 
iTK.incy,  and,  after  .settling  in  .Montague  county, 
ire  sold  his  .Missouri  farm,  which  enabled  him  to 
make  inve.st!!<em>.  here.  In  all  of  his  business  af- 
fairs lu‘  ha.s  been  practical  ;ui<l  progres^ive  and  as 
the  tears  lirac  ]vi>.>ed  has  accumulated  a liaml- 
some  conipfttnc}  that  now  cnaldes  him  to  live  re- 
tirerl  in  the  enjoyment  of  the  fruits  of  his  former 
lie  is  thorouglilv  satisfied  with  .Mtiiitague 
comity  :i>.  a jdace  nf  residence,  with  its  pro.spects 
and  Its  oppsirumitit s.  and  has  becfiinc  one  of  the 
vahu-d  n-sidents  of  this  part  of  the  state.  He 
coutuiuod  his  t?i.ri!nng'  and  stock-raising  interests 
unti!  1800.  uiieii  lie  sold  out  and  purchased  a 
commodiou.s  residence  in  Xocona.  w hen-  he  is  rc- 
tii'ed  fir.m  liard  lfd>i>r,  now  merely  loeiking  after 
im  unsmtss  interests.  He  loan.s  niouev  on  farm 
iue.rtgages  and  he  has  made  judicious  invest- 
rm  ni,'  m tins  w;o , lie  I'ossesses  excellent  ability 
as  ,i  hii.'mcior,  i,'-  ui  every  Imsiness  mine 

tlu'st  he  iuake.s  and  as  t!ie  result  of  his  cmerprise 
ano  diligeiice  he  lias  prcs-perc-d. 

•\s  in-fore  stahal,  .Mia  ( oe  w:is  married  in  1860 
to  .Mi.sN  .Matilda  F.  t lark.  She  was  ix>ni  ill  \ ir- 
giuia.  hut  was  reared  in  .Salmc  ce.imlv,  .Missouri. 
1 h r iailv.  i’.  jwhii  t lark,  also  a iiative  of  N irginitij 


was  one  of  the  early  .settler.^  of  Ztlissouri  and  be- 
came a leacling  and  influential  farmer  of  Saline 
county,  where  he  died,  leaving  a good  farm  to  his 
wife  and  children.  The  mother  afterward  kept 
the  family  together  and  reared  them  in  a most 
creditalile  manner.  Her  ileath  also  occurred  upon 
the  okl  homestead.  'Fhe  members  of  this  house- 
hold were:  Charles,  who  died  in  ^Missouri ; 

Strother  and  .\lhert,  who  have  al.so  pa.ssed  away  ; 
Kitfns.  V Ik>  reside.s  upon  the  old  homestead;  Airs. 
Eliza  Dejciinet;  Airs.  Florence  Hanley;  Mrs. 
Harriet  Finley;  Mrs.  Alary  Taylor,  and  Alatilda 
E.,  w ho  became  Mrs.  Coe.  To  llr.  and  Airs.  Coe 
was  born  a daughter,  Lnev  O..  the  wife  of  I.  A. 
Gist,  who  at  one  time  wa,s  a school  teacher  and 
afterward  became  a fanner  of  Aloiitague  ccuinty, 
but  is  itow  living  temporarily  in  Denton  in  orclei 
to  educate  his  children.  In  1868  Air.  Coe  was 
called  UIKHI  to  mourn  the  loss  of  his  first  wife, 
who  died  on  the  23d  of  January  of  that  year,  in 
the  faith  of  the  Christian  church,  of  which  she 
was  a wvml;}^  aivl  devoted  member.  Chi  the  4th 
of  Se[rtember,  TS70.  in  Alissouri,  Air.  Coe  wedded 
Airs.  Alary  E.  .Smith,  the  widow  of  Fount.aiii 
Smith,  who  w;ls  killed  in  the  battle  of  Corinth 
wliile  serving  his  country  in  the  Confederate 
army.  His  wife  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Alary 
C.  I'riiMy  and  was  a daughter  of  Burk  and  Alin- 
erva  (Walker)  Priddy  and  a granddaughter  of 
Robert  Walker  of  AIcAIinn  county,  Tennessee. 
Her  patern.al  grandparents  were  Jolin  and  Xan- 
cy  (Wiiitlock)  Priddy,  the  former  a n.ative  of 
Halifax  comitv.  k'irginia,  and  the  latter  of  North 
Carolina.  John  Priddy  removed  from  A'irginia 
to  Stokes  county,  North  Carolina,  afterward  to 
Cooke  county.  Tennessee,  and  later  to  Polk  coun- 
ty, Ali-souri,  where  he  died  Alarch  8,'  1861,  at  the 
age  of  eighty-three  years.  Hi.s  wife.  Nancy,  was 
a daughter  of  Charles  Whitlock,  a native  of  Ire- 
land. and  her  birth  occurred  in  Albemarle  coun- 
ty. North  Carolina,  and  her  death  in  Pcilk  county, 
Alissouri,  in  1857,  when  she  was  seventy-five 
ye.irs  cT  age.  In  the  family  of  Air.  and  Airs.  John 
Priddy  tvere  three  children:  Polly,  who  became 
the  wife  of  Alford  Taylor  and  died  in  i8<88  at  the 
age  of  eighty-five  years,  and  David  and  Burk. 
The  last  named  was  born  in  Stokes  county,  Nc>rth 
Carolina,  where  he  remained  until  thirteen  years 
of  age,  when  he  removed  tvith  his  parent.s  to 
Cooke  county.  Tennessee,  where  he  spent  his 
early'  manhood.  In  1831:1  he  married  Alinerva, 
daughter  of  Robert  Walker  of  AIcAIinn  comity, 
Tennessee,  and  a representative  of  a prominent 
;tnd  honored  pioneer  family  of  that  state.  Burk 
Priddy  removed  to  Alissouri  in  company  with 
his  father  and  their  respective  families  and  both 
settled  in  Polk  comity,  where  Burk  Priddv  made 
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his  home  until  1870.  He  then  came  to  Texas, 
locating  in  Grayson  county,  where  he  purchased 
land  and  engaged  in  general  fanning  and  stock- 
raising,  continuing  successfully  in  the  business 
for  man)"  years.  He  owned  a fann  of  one  hun- 
dred and  seventy-five  acres  of  rich  black  soil, 
which  he  kept  under  a high  state  of  cultivation, 
and  he  was  regarded  as  a very  successful  and 
practical  agriculturist  and  stockinaii.  In  addi- 
tion to  the  homestead  place  he  ov  ned  other  lauds 
in  Cooke  county",  Texas,  and  acquired  a ci:nu- 
petency  for  old  age.  Fie  was  highly  re.spected  for 
his  integrity  and  honor,  which  were  above  re- 
proach. In  his  advanced  age  he  sold  the  Gray- 
son county  homestead  and  he  and  his  wife  came 
to  Montague  county,  where  they  spent  their  de- 
clining years  with  their  children.  Both  he  and 
his  wife  died  at  the  home  of  their  daughter,  i\Irs. 
Coe,  in  Nocona.  IMrs.  Priddy  passing  awa)-  De- 
cember 2.  1900,  at  the  age  of  eighty-six  years, 
while  Mr.  FViddy  survived  until  .April  20,  1904, 
pa.ssing  aw.ay'  at  the  .age  of  ninetv-fnur  years. 
.She  w'as  a member  of  the  Methodi.sl  church.  In 
the  family  were  nine  children : N ancy  E.,  the 
wife  of  D.  V.  Crites ; Rachael  A.,  the  w ife  of  A. 
Pulliam;  Felix  G- ; Mrs.  Coe;  Davis;  Wilton  J-; 
Marg'aret  A.,  the  wife  of  Joseph  Hodges ; Willis 
and  William  B. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Coe  have  had  no  diildren  of  their 
own,  but  they  have  displayed  great  kin:llines.s 
and  a benevolent  spirit  in  the  care  whicli  they 
have  given  to  a number  of  homeless  chiklren. 
They"  have  reared  and  educated  four  orph.ans, 
doing  a good  part  by  them,  and  they  are  now  all 
settled  well  in  life.  No  one  is  ever  turned  from 
their  door  hungry",  and  their  kind  acts  and  benev- 
olence have  endeared  them  to  many.  They'  are 
now'  caring  for  an  old  aunt  eighty-si.x  years  of 
age.  and  they"  gave  filial  affection  and  care  to 
Mrs,  Coe’s  parents  during  their  declining  years. 

SAM  P.  RAMSEY,  president  of  Traders’  State 
Bank,  is  classed  with  the  representative  bu.si- 
ncss  men  of  Cleburne  and  has  been  connected 
in  various  tvays  with  its  progress  and  develop- 
ment. so  that  the  consensus  of  public  opinion 
is  very'  favx'rable  regarding  his  worth  as  a 
citizen  and.  business  man.  He  was  born  at 
Alvarado,  Johnson  county",  Texas,  his  parents 
being  John  J.  and  Nancy'  (Clark)  Kamsey.  He 
is  a brother  of  Judge  W.  F.  Ramsey,  who  is 
represented  elsewhere  in  this  work  and  in 
whose  history'  more  elaborate  mention  is  made 
of  the  j)arents. 

Samuel  P.  Ramsey  was  reared  and  educated 
ill  the  place  of  his  nativity,  but  in  early  life 
entered  upon  his  business  career  in  a clerical 


position  in  an  abstract  office  at  Waxahadde, 
Ellis  county,  Texas.  He  l>ecanie  a resident  of 
b'leburne  about  1.880  and  this  place  has  since 
been  his  home,  covering  a period  of  a quarter  of 
a century.  He  has  been  connected  with  active 
business  enterjirises  throughout  this  entire 
period  .save  for  six  years  spent  as  county  clerk 
of  JohiiM.iTi  C'lunty.  He  was  first  elected  to  that 
office  in  1894,  and  he  served  by  re-cleclion  for 
three  consecutive  terms,  discharging  his  duller 
with  promptness  anri  cap.-ibility.  After  spend- 
ing a short  time  in  Fltaunee,  (Oklahoma,  he  re- 
turned to  Cleburne  and  became  a Factor  in  the 
promotion  and  establishment  of  the  Western 
Bank  and  Trust  Company,  of  which  F'red 
f'leming  of  Dallas  is  the  iiresideiit.  The  cvuii- 
[■any  was  tirganized  in  1:h),8  ami  had  a highly 
successful  e.xisience.  conducting  a general 
banking  business.  Air.  Ramsey  was  manager 
fur  rlie  company  at  this  fioiiit  ani]  v\  hen  the 
.Slate  Bank  Act  became  effective  he  organized 
the  Traders'  State  Bank  here  and  was  made  its 
president.  He  is  recognized  as  a thoroughly 
reliable  re[)resentativc  of  financial  interests, 
conducting  his  business  affairs  in  a most  honor- 
able manner  and  in  accordance  with  a higdi 
standard  c>f  business  ethics.  He  is  a man  of 
keen  discernment,  of  marked  eiUerprise  and 
also  has  the  executive  ability  and  energy 
which  enables  him  t'  l carry  forward  to  success- 
ful completion  whatever  he  undertakes. 

Air.  Ramsey  was  married  in  t'lebunie  to  Miss 
fjiiie  Bisho[i,  a daughter  of  W,  F>.  Bishoi>,  a 
prominent  old  time  resident  vif  Johnson  county, 
who  at  one  time  was  civuiiiv  clerk,  'i'here  is  a 
little  son  bitrn  of  this  marriage.  U illiam  Bishop 
Raimscy".  Both  Air.  and  Alr.s.  Ramsey  enjoy 
the  friendship  and  favorable  regard  of  many 
with  whom  they  have  been  brought  in  contact 
and  as  a citizen  his  worth  is  widely  acknowl- 
cdge<l,  for  he  has  co-operated  in  many  mwe- 
ment.s  for  the  general  good,  giving  actit  c and 
tangible  aid  to  measures  that  h;tvc  resulted  in 
material  intellectual  and  moral  ( rogress  here. 

JUDGE  AIORRIS  A.  Sl’nONTS.  Judge 
Alorris  A.  Spooiits,  general  attorney  for  tlie 
Fivrt  Wijrth  & Denver  City  Railroad  and  for 
other  corporate  intere.^ts  111  this  part  of  Texas 
has  had  his  residence  and  practice  in  Fort 
Worth  for  the  last  lifleeii  y ears.  He  is  one  <>f 
the  lirilliant  and  prominent  lawyers  of  the 
state,  and  during  the  latter  y cars  of  his  practice 
has  become  connected  almost  entirely  with 
cc>rporatiou  bu.sinc.sS.  This  dei)artment  of  the 
Itrofession  requires  the  liighest  talents  and 
training,  and  he  prepared  liimself  by  special 
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rL.-iardi  and  hard  stud}'  after  he  had  alread_v 
“■.'tiued  a pr-'imincnt  ]>o>.ition  as  counsel  anti 
;u!v. >c  .ii -•  in  t'he  ^>[)hcre  >.1'  general  practice,  lie 
was  born,  rearc.'i  and  ha.s  spent  his  acih  e career 
in  the  l.onc  .Star  state,  and  during  twenty-five 
tars  of  comuuii'Us  work  in  the  courts  and 
Office  iias  proved  himself  one  (■!  the  leaders  of 
t;ubli‘  thonghl  and  affairs  and  is  inliuenlial  and 
progressive  am!  enlerjirising  in  every  depart- 
u’eut  (.'£  life  to  which  his  efforts  have  been 
dirc'c;  etl. 

Judge  Spoonts  vva.s  born  in  Bell  count}'. 
Texri.s.  in  Id.'iT,  being  a son  of  Joseph  and  Mary 
, \ .uukrliilt')  Spoonts.  His  grandfather  was  a 
n.vo'v'e  ',>1  Gerrn.iny  and  a member  of  the  bar 
in  that  country,  whence  he  canie  tt>  .‘vmcrica 
'.nil  k;cated  at  Lee.sburg,  Virginia.  In  the 
kritr  city  tile  father  of  judge  Spoonts  was 
born,  m 1 and  in  ! came  to  Texas  and 
iii,idc  .sciiieinent  in  Bell  counly.  where  he  tlied 
in  istij.  His  business  was  milling,  and  he 
made  a fair  success  throughout  liis  career,  and 
died  an  honored  and  respected  citizen.  His  wife 
was  Imm  iri  New  b'ork  Cit}  in  Islt?.  and  was  a 
nicc(  ' .f  tb.e  old  Voinnioilore  \ anderbilt,  and 
her  iiilher  was  a captain  in  the  United  State.s 
mo.  y during  the  war  of  ISI'S 

Morris  -\.  Spoonts  rccei'ced  Iii>  earl}  ednea- 
fiv,n  in  the  jniblic  schools  of  Bell  count),  ami 
at,  Belton  look  up  the  study  of  law  under  ,\.  I\l, 
Monteith,  being  admitted  to  the  bar  at  tiiat 
place  in  ISIS,  when  twenty  years  of  age.  Soon 
afterward  he  went  out  to  tlie  Texan  frinitier,  to 
Bubalo  l.iap  in  Taylor  coiinry.  and  in  1881 
l<  s'ated  at  Alnlene,  to  which  the  county  seat 
•'■f  that  county  had  been  removed.  The  Texas 
<V  i’acrtlc  Railroad  vva.s  being  built  through 
'\lnaiic  ab-ont  that  lime.  \\  hile  Judge  Connor 
was  incumbent  of  the  office  of  district  judge  he 
v.'as;in[)f',!ute<lhyl  li'.v  vrnorRn.^sas  judge  to  hear 
;d:  < in  the  distri  ct  in  which  Judge  Gninor 
i .:s  oispualified.  After  eight  years’  residence 
.'.ui!  p.’-.'u  i.ice  at  Abilene  he  came,  in  1889,  to 
R >i  t W'orili.  where  his  business  interests  have 
•;m'v  heeii  centvre.l.  His  ab.ilities  made  him 
Vi  ;<■'  icii}  valuable  and  much  s,,ught  for  cor- 
' v iid  w-  .rk,  and  he  gradually  came  more  and 
'V  .fc  i'iU)  oiat  branch  of  the  profession.  In 
l.S'iri  i,,  appointed  general  attorney  for  the 
i '.'i  s'd' '1 'i.ii  N I >cnvcr  City  Raiinoad,  which 
; id.  a:  !u-  has  since  held,  lie  is  also  attornev 
t->r  ,-t  !i ui'idier  <•<  other  railroads  centering  at 
'wwth,  vuu  his  fu'ucticc  is  iK.w  confined 
, w iuso'cl}  iii  U’e  legal  aifairs  ,>f  these  corpcira- 
tiovra 

'a  ’9nti  ,11',,]  ipO)  judge  Spoonts  was  presi- 
i n;  'll  the  Male  Bar  .\.ss<:<iatioii  of  Texas,  and 


he  enjc'vs  a .state-wide  reputation  as  a profound 
lawyer  and  brilliant  advocate.  He  was  presi- 
dent >if  the  cit}'  council  of  Fort  Worth  for  two 
or  tliree  years,  and  was  acting  mayor  for  one 
ve.ar  during  the  absence'of  Mayor  Paddock  on 
account  of  illness.  Tie  wa.s  president  of  the 
Fort  Worth  Public  Library  during  the  time  it 
built  and  completed  the  splendid  new  Carnegie  ■- 
library  building  in  this  city.  In  many  other 
way.s  he  has  been  prominently  connected  with 
the  be.st  .social  and  intellectual  pha.ses  of  this 
city's  life. 

.He  was  married  in  1819  to  Yliss  Josephine 
P'dvtt,  and  they  have  four  children ; !Mar.shall, 
..\dele,  who  is  the  wife  of  C.  R.  Wharton,  of 
Houston;  Nadine  ami  Leslie. 

THOMA.S  J.  CHANDLER.  Eanie.st  in 
hi>  .'ulvncacy  of  the  question  vif  fruit-growing 
in  his  locality,  active  in  the  {irornotion  of  the 
new  industry  and  prominent  as  a leader  in  the 
transformation  from  the  old  agricultural 
regime  to  the  netv  horticultural  one,  is  Thomas 
J.  ChaiKller,  the  subject  of  this  Viiographical 
article.  The  third  of  a century  he  has  passed 
in  Texas  have  been  years  of  close  application  to 
the  domain  of  agriculture,  save  the  compara- 
tive!} brief  period  of  his  connection  with  the 
pome  and  peach  industry  of  IHontaguc  count}'. 

Mr.  Chandler  settled  in  Kaufman  county, 
Texas,  in  16".3,  tr(>m  Callo'vvay  county,  Ken- 
tucky. In  tltis  latter  county  his  birth  occurred 
Auiy  1'?-,  ISTl,  more  than  a score  of  years  sub- 
sequent to  the  advent  of  the  family  to  that 
locality.  Its  founder  was  James  Chandler, 
grandfather  of  our  subject,  an  emigrant  from 
.Prince  Edward  county.  Virginia,  where  Edwm 
1\  Chai'idler,  father  of  Thomas  J.,  was  born 
.i^.fecernber  10,  1.810.  ,.\bout  1.820  James  Chand- 
ler sltifted  his  intcre.sts  from  \'irginia  to  Ken- 
tucky and  carried  on  pirimitive,  though  success- 
ful, farming  until  his  deatii.  lie  was  the  father 
of  nine  children. 

Edwin  P.  Chandler  grew  up  on  the  farm, 
hut  became  a nierehant  in  ear!}'  life  and  carried 
on  a bu  .sints.s  at  Shiloh,  Kentucky',  for  thirty- 
five  vears.  In  1814,  in  company  with  several 
children,  he  moved  to  Morgan  count}',  Mis- 
souri, and,  two  years  later,  with  five  sons, 
came  on  to  Texas  and  settled  in  Rockwall 
Ci.vunt}  , v\  here  his  death  took  place  in  March. 
Ks7,8,  His  first  wife  was  a Kentucky  lady, 
Nancy  Barnett,  who  died  March  16,  IS-IG,  as 
was  also  his  .second,  nee  Emily  Harristni,  who 
passed  atva}'.  in  i88o.  His  surviving  i.ssue 
were  cliiblren  of  his  first  wife  and  were  : James 
l\L.  cajitain  of  t.lompany  O,  Seventh  Kentucky 
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Infantry,  was  killed  in  the  Confederate  army ; 
\'irginia.  wife  of  VV.  A.  Carr,  died  in  Mon- 
tague county,  Texas;  W’iniam  M..,  w'ho  died 
in  Rockwall  county  leaving  a family ; Thomas 
JelTcrson,  our  subject;  Linn  B.,  Hugh  G.  and 
Jesse  B.,  fanners  of  Montague  county;  Frank, 
who  died  in  February,  1S?S;  and  George  Y a 
leading  merchant  of  Bowie. 

As  an  adjunct  to  his  father’s  farm  and  store 
Thomas  J.  Giandler  grew  to  manhcKs<l.  ac- 
^luiring  a smattering  of  an  education.  In  ISGl 
he  enlisted  in  the  southern  army  and  sem  ed  un- 
der Cheatham  and  Polk,  Army  of  the  Tennes- 
see. He  was  in  the  battle,s  of  Shiloh,  Corinth 
^’icksburg,  Jackson,  Port  Hudson  and  Baton 
Rouge  and  was  with  the  service  in  Mis.^-issippi 
when  the  war  ended.  He  was  a jirivate  Mddier 
and  in  all  the  cng'agements  and  skirmishes  he 
passed  through  during  those  four  years  he 
came  out  unharmed  and  uninjured  by  the  fatal 
bullet. 

.iVt  twenty-four  years  of  age  he  began  civil 
life  as  a farmer  and  continued  it  in  (.'allaway 
county,  Kentucky,  with  some  degree  of  suc- 
cess until  his  departure  from  Texas  in  the  early 
seventies.  His  advent  to  JMontagiie  county 
was  marked  by'  his  purchase  of  one  hundred 
and  sixty  acres  of  land  (me  mile  from  b'ruit- 
land  and  ninety  acres  of  it  is  planted  to  fruit. 
In  1!M)3  his  fruit  brought  him  more  inonc}' 
than  his  farm  cost  him  and  his  constant 
orchard-enlargement  will  keep  him  in  the  lead 
as  a fruit  man  in  his  county.  He  is  a member 
of  the  County  Fruit  Growers’  Association  and 
his  advice  and  suggestions  are  accepted  as 
authority  on  matters  pertaining  to  this  de- 
partment of  horticulture. 

April  1,  1869,  Mr.  Chandler  married  Carrie 
S.  NVilliams,  a daughter  of  Curtis  Ivie,  a Vir- 
ginian who  first  moved  to  l\’abash  county. 
Illinois,  and  thence  to  Callaway  county,  Ken- 
tucky, Mrs,  Chandler  was  bom  in  ISC,  and 
is  the  mother  ol : Edwin  C.,  Robert  E.,  Daisy 
and  -Klbert  S.,  the  youngest,  who  is  >ct  a mem- 
ber of  the  family^  at  home, 

.Mr.  Chandler  is  now  past  the  age  of  active 
participation  in  politics,  if  he  had  the  inclina- 
tion to  do  so,  but  he  is  a Democrat  on  party' 
questions  and  is  a member  of  the  Primitive 
Baptist  church. 

JOHN  W.  SCIIROCK.  The  name  of  John 
^\^  Schrock  for  years  has  been  prominently' 
connected  with  the  history'  of  Spanish  Fort. 
Montague  county,  Texas,  where  he  figures  as 
a succes.Mul  merchant.  A sketch  of  his  life 
is  therelore  of  interest  in  a work  of  this  char- 
acter. 
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John  M . Schrock  was  liorn  in  I\Ii.-'S<.nri,  .\pril 
10,  1»,")0.  He  traces  his  ancestry'  in  thi.s  coun- 
try back  to  Virginia,  to  one  of  three  brothers 
who  came  to  thi.s  country  from  Germany.  His 
great-grandiiarents  lived  and  died  in  the  “Old 
Dominion,’’  great-grandfather  .'schrock’s  age  at 
death  being  cmc  hundred  ami  ten,  and  his  gciod 
wife  art-lining  the  still  more  reimrkalile  age  of 
one  hundred  and  twelve  yeans.  P.  D.  .Schrock, 
the  grandfather  of  John  1\'.,  was  born  in  '\’ir- 
giiiia  and  there  worked  at  hi.-,  trade,  that  of  a 
tanner,  kir  a number  of  years.  J-'inally,  mov- 
ing with  hi.s  family  Mis~ouri,  lie  bought 
land  and  turned  his  atleation  to  fanning  and 
stock-raising,  in  which  he  was  engaged  ilie 
rest  of  his  life.  He  died  on  his  lionic>lea<l. 
During  the  war  of  181'3  he  was  drafUal  for 
ervice  in  the  army'.  I'eelinP',  however,  that 
his  family  needed  him  at  home,  he  hired  a 
substitute.  Ill  later  life  lie  gave  his  vote  to  the 
kejwdblican  party-,  liut  ho  never  aspired  to  [>o- 
litical  or  [niblic  honors  (d'  any  kind.  In  his  fam- 
ily were  eleven  children,  iiamley ; Isaac,  Sam- 
uel. Joseph,  Perez  D..  Jame.s  W.,  .Andrew  J.. 
Robert  I..,  Harriet,  Rebecca.  Elizabeth  and 
jMargaret. 

Perez  It.  Schrock  was  gruwn  at  the  time 
the  famil;  reiiuw'ed  to  aMissouri.  'I'here  he 
marrie<l,  and  at  .Scotlsville  engaged  in  mer- 
chatiilisiiig  for  m.iny  year.s.  subsequently  re- 
moving to  Laclede.  ^Missouri,  where  he  ran  a 
store,  and  finally  he  bought  a farm  in  Sullivan 
county,  AIiss(juri,  wlicre  lie  has  since  lived. 
During  the  war  of  the  Reliellion  he  was  a 
inember  of  the  state  militia  and  was  fiir  some 
time  <m  duty-  at  .Macon  ( ity,  l.'nlike  his 
father,  he  was  a .strong  Democrat  and  semth- 
erii  sy  inj.>atliizer.  \\'liile  lie  never  sought  offi- 
cial ])refenueiit,  he  was  a justice  of  the  lu.ace 
and  .served  as  such  for  a iiuinlier  of  yetirs.  His 
first  wife,  Martha  A.,  was  a dai.igluer  of  John 
Miiinis,  who  became  a prominent  farmer.  The 
Minnis  family  was  of  Irish  descein.  .Mr.s,  Schrock 
had  three  brotliers,  D.  G.,  a resident  of  Alis- 
sottri,  and  Benton,  deceased,  and  I .o>n- 
idas.  deceased,  .atid  two  sisters,  Mel- 
vina  Scott  and  .Vdeliiic  .'smith.  Tlie  only 
child  born  and  livingof  I’eroz  D.  and  Martha  A. 
Schrock  \va.s  John  \V..  the  .subject  of  this  .sketch. 
Some  lime  after  the  death  of  hi.s  first  wife  Mr. 
Schrock  married  Sarah  I'ally,  who  bore  him  the 
following  children : P.yron,  Charles.  Virgil, 
Flora,  wife  of  Judge  'runnell,  Ifstella.  wife  of 
\\  . Patterson,  Efifa,  wife  of  a Air.  Nicliols.  and 
Edna. 

John  W.  .Schrock  as  a boy'  assisted  hi,s  father 
in  the  store  and  made  himself  useful  in  various 
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rrmainia^'  under  ihe  I'arenui!  ri.iof  until 
\t  !ten.  ;it  ilte  a^e  ''t  iucni_\-.  he  came  to 
Jfe  teuialiied  in  < irtte  soii  ctuinte'  two 
} i;u>,  inj  f’lrNt  etmtt  to  Spani.'li  Ihirl  in  IsXt. 

If-ri  lie  ^[K-nt  the  next  tv.  't  yetirs  workiittj  in  a 
^a^eti>:'!  and  tretyhliny 'omc.  In  1>T  I he  joined 
.1.  r>.  jtines'  Idattali'Ui  of  Rangers,  which  was 
eeuif  .oscd  ' ,f  o 1 1)  compiuiit>,  .iiid  v,  ;.is  or^aii- 
iaed  f.-r  the  jiurpost  ,if  jtrotectina'  the  frontier 
flora  depredations  by  the  Indians.  Fe>r  ten 
ntonthv  ouiiq-  Schrock  ua~  in  this  service,  and 
was  hoiioralily  di.seharyed  at  Camp  Lee.  in 
Ltecerither,  Hi  I,  !>_v  (fapt.  F.  I'.  Ikirds.  I'hr 
ne.xt  h'.'e  t ears  he  spent  in  the'-  catFe  liri.siiie.s.s 
in  the  l-hick:i‘a\i  Indian  Xaiion.  then  he  vva> 
in  N t'ung  Coiintr.  I exas.  ten  months.  j;i\  ing  liis 
altv  ntic.n  to  liter  sheep  imlustrv.  after  wliich  he 
rciurnetd  t-.'  Spanish  Fort,  where  he  has  .sinee 
remained.  For  twontv-ine  year.s  ho  wa.s  in  the 
.saloon  bit-imr-s.  and  during  that  tin'c  saw  the 
rough  sivlc  of  the  to\s  n,  alw  ays,  however,  obey- 
ing the  lav.  and  coiiditciing  liis  place  in  .such  a 
tnanner  that  he  won  the  respect  >:>{  his  fellows. 
Since  July,  TdO:?,  he  has  dealt  in  general  mer- 
chtindi.-e.  He  owns  the  buikding  which  his  .store 
occupies  and  he  also  owns  a fine  farm  of  two 
i'unidred  rmd  eighteen  acres  in  Red  River  valley, 

■Mr,  .'■'clircick  married,  in  IsSI.  iMiss  Lizzie 
r.urf.ird,  w !to  was  l>oni  in  iMisbonri. 
in  DdL  daughter  td  James  Burford.  a 
prmninent-  farmer,  Mr.  ami  Mrs,  Dur- 

lord  dred  iit  Missouri.  .'ilr.  and  .Mrs. 

Sehi'.>ck  have  iw..;  children:  Kov  .B..  born  Sep- 

umiser  ■>'.  lssd,  and  Samuel  I.L.  ftlay  ?.  1890. 
-Mto-.  .^ciinick  is  a worthy  nienibcr  C'f  ilte  Chris- 
tian dinrch,  and  .Mr.  .Schrock,  while  iicit  identi- 
iied  tt  ilh  anv  church,  lieh.iugs  to  the  Masonic 

j!  Ml  I’ll  lU  RN'  ditl,  Few  men  in.  lhi.s 
gvn-.  1 .a.ioii  veell  merit  the  reverence  due  Texa.s 
pe.niet-  Kvp'ablic,  age  as  the  \-eiierahlc 

sui'pft  ■'!  litis  o.  view  and  few  tru-n  ncm  liMiig 
bate  i:ao  as  intimate  a conncciiou  with  the  cit-il- 
izing  .iguR’K-s  of  its  frontier,  as  a ti..mnuin- 

e'  .ihli.  ;i.s  Ik  I n-m  (he  age  ot  sixteen  until 

p.'oo  r.ri  lie  timigkd  tilth  ivah  (he  radical  and 
!.  •;  o ;;,.i-rv„{!vc  eleiucnts  of  .-oeu-t>  m the  at. 

: : ;■>o  o.  :■{  the  Rio  ( »r;mde.  retiring  to  the 

: S O:';  ,|niii  Zorn  <4  tlu-  slate  when  the  me- 

. i b !c  - -So-  reacheil. 

’ i'd‘  'b,  Litrnurn’s  advc.m  to  Te.xas  date.' 
''  i V;;.  la:'  t'ouncCtiini  wiiii  lite  nonhent  part 
'i-io  dm.'"  front  i.-ijC.  when  he  settled  -at 
■ w'-.v.  , - I t lay  coLUio  . where  he  occupied 
; wrl;  ^t"d'  rai.sing  and  farming.  Kctiriiig 
w -ie'-  in  tSKe.  lu-  came  ;o  the  town-ilc  of 


B'wvie.  where  he  has  since  been  a factor  in  its 
ct  erydav  ai'fair.s.  iMasem.  Jones  and  Strong  and 
Burnam  were  the  first  mercliants  to  establish 
ihemselve-S  in  tlu;  iietv  town,  and  iMr.  Burnam ’s 
building,  occupying  the  .Vilen  corner,  was  the 
third  store  building  erected  here.  The  latter 
put  in  a stv'ck  of  dry  goods  and  groceries  and 
conducted  the  busines.s  for  twf)  years,  and  when 
1ie  retire'!  he  ]mrchased  the  tract  now  owned  by 
Dr.  Voiuigcr  and  planted  it  to  orchard  and  de- 
voted liimself  tV)  fruit-growing  for  some  twelve 
year,-'.  I’pon  disposing  of  this  he  itioved  to  his 
farm  near  Xewport,  but  in  a few  months  he  sold 
it.  came  back  to  Bowie,  pnrcha.sed  his  present 
molest  home  and  retired  from  active  life. 

Jo'.eph  Burnam  was  born  in  Xatchitoches  par- 
i-.!!.  Iwiuisiaiia,  Vlarcli  13,  1830.  His  father, 
William  Burnam,  was  a Kentuckian  who  went 
into  Louisiana  a.s  a voting  man  and  there  married 
.1  French  lady,  a iMiss  Boiilyou,  who  passed 
away  in  1841.  Her  children  were:  W’illiarn 

who  died  in  Texarkana.  .Vrkansas.  leaving  a 
f.amily ; Joseph,  our  subject,  and  Delze,  who  died 
in  Burnett  cotinty'.  'I'exas,  as  Mrs.  George  Hol- 
man, l.’pon  the  deatli  of  the  mother  the  father 
brought  his  children  into  Arkansas  where,  in 
1842,  he  also  passed  away,  and  later  Joseph  and 
his  sister  came  to  Texas. 

In  1822  Captain  Jesse  Burnam.  .an  uncle  of  our 
.subject,  came  to  Texas  and  settled  in  Lafayette 
county,  on  the  Colorado  river  twelve  miles  below 
LaGrange,  He  and  his  sons  helped  in  the  strug- 
gle for  Texas  independence,  in  which  one  son 
was  .slain  in  battle.  To  this  uncle  Joseph 
and  Delze  Burnam  went  and  with  him  the  sister 
went  into  Burnett  county,  where  she  married, 
reared  a family  and  died.  Joseph  remained  with 
the  uncle  until  frictiem  arose  between  himself 
and  his  cou.sins  to  an  extent  tliat  he  could  not 
tolerate  it,  and,  at  fifteen  yeans  of  age,  he  cast 
tlie  die  .'ind  h-mnehed  hi.s  independent  career.  He 
went  to  Crocket,  got  tb.c  jc'b  of  'Tiding  the  m;iiB’ 
between  tlicre  and  WTishington  on  the  Brazos 
and  lints  earned  the  first  tnoney  of  his  life.  He 
carried  tiie  mail  mitil  the  Mexican  war  broke 
oiil  wIku,  in  184C.  he  joined  the  Second  I'e.xas 
M"Unte<!  Rillenien,  t.'apt.ain  John  L.  Hall.  ..\t  thc 
com;>;iii'  election  he  was  made  a corporal  and 
thvir  mm^lcr-in  occurred  at  Isabella  .Piliit.  The 
connaaiKl  cros.scd  the  river  at  Brownsville  and 
Mattiiitoras  wa.s  soon  captured. 

Li  this  war  the  Mexicans  were  on  both  sides 
OT  the  Rio  (.jrati'le  river.  They  failed  to  respect 
the  t'.'rms  of  their  treat}-  with  Sam  Ilou.ston  at 
.San  jaemto,  wherein  ilie  river  was  to  be  the 
boundart'  line  between  the  two  republic.s,  and 
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occupiied  Texas  Territory  in  the  hoi)e  that  the 
old  treaty  would  be  abrogated  and  the  American 
government  forced  to  the  terms  of  a boundar},'^ 
far  cast  of  the  river.  But  the  Americans  then, 
a.s  now,  never  took  a backward  step  and  ordered 
Gen.  Sct>U  to  hold  the  line.  Following  Mala- 
moras  came  Monteret'  and  then  Saltillo 
and  Buena  Vista,  in  each  of  which  Mr. 

Bumam  participated,  and  in  each  of  which 
the  Mexicans  were  glad  to  yield,  for 

(General  Taylor,  although  greatly  outnum- 
bered, showed  them  such  a band  of  fighters  as 
they  had  never  seen. 

Mr.  Burnam  enlisted  for  six  months,  but,  as 
the  war  was  not  concluded  when  his  term  ex- 
pired, he  rerenlisted  for  twelve  months.  Before 
the  expiration  of  this  term  the  war  ended,  so 
far  as  Taylor’s  operations  were  concernetl,  and 
he  completed  his  service  in  camp  at  Laredo. 

On  his  relea.se  from  the  army  Mr.  Bumam 
went  to  Corpus  Christi,  where  he  arranged  with 
some  New  Englanders  bound  for  California  to 
pilot  them  thither.  Having  learned  some  Span- 
ish he  chose  the  Mexican  side  of  the  river  for 
his  journey.  They  reached  Chihuahua  witliout 
incident,  but  there  Mr.  Burnam  took  sick  and 
was  obliged  to  abandon  his  charge  and  his  trip. 
Upon  recoven^  he  entered  a store  as  a clerk 
there  for  a time  and  when  the  great  Mexican 
fair  at  San  Juan  Lagos  opened  he  attended  it. 
In  1850  he  came  back  to  Texas  and  established 
himself  at  Columbus,  and  in  1852  went  into  the 
stock  business  at  the  mouth  of  the  Colorado  river. 
This  business  occupied  him  until  1855,  when  he 
returned  to  Mexico  and  took  a position  with  an 
American  merchant  at  Camargo.  He  was  so 
f>opular  with  the  natives  and  his  service  was  so 
pleasing  and  profitable  to  his  employer  that  the 
latter  proposed  to  charge  back  his  year's  salary 
and  make  him  a third  partner  in  the  business 
from  the  start.  In  this  capacity  he  remained 
for  seventeen  years,  passing  through  the  Prie.sts’ 
Party  Revolution  and  the  Maximillian  fiasco 
and  other  peace-disturbing  unbroglios  with 
which  Mexico  was  afflicted  so  often,  without 
liecoming  seriously  involved  himself. 

While  in  the  Mexican  republic,  to  all  practical 
purposes  he  was  as  a citizen  thereof.  His  build, 
his  complexion  and  his  speech  were  a duplicate 
of  the  typical  high-class  natives  and  his  pure 
Castillian  tongue  could  not  have  done  its  work 
better  had  he  been  born  under  the  influence  of 
the  Capitol  itself.  While  the  Me.xican  seems 
to  place  little  virtue  in  veracity  for  himself,  he 
admires-  it  in  others,  and  Mr.  Burnam’s  great 
popularity  with  the  race  grew  out  of  his  truth- 


telling practice  with  them  and  his  candor  axid 
sincerity  at  all  times. 

In  1872,  having  prospered  sufficiently  to  place 
him  in  independent  circumstances,  he  announced 
to  his  partner  his  desire  to  retire  and  return  to 
Texas.  Notwithstanding  the  most  attractive 
inducements  were  offered  him  to  remain,  he 
was  determined  to  retire  and  he  did  so.  In 
April.  1873.  he  was  married,  in  Coryell  count}', 
and  returned  to  Camargo  on  his  wedding  tour, 
clo.sing  up  some  unfinished  business  while  there. 
Ix)cating  in  Denison,  he  entered  mercantile  pur- 
suits and  clo.sed  his  career  there  in  1876  when 
he  entered  the  stock  business  in  Clay  county. 

Mr.  Bumam  chose  for  his  life  companion 
Miss  Vetura  Kansas  Harris,  a native  of  Ten- 
nessee. She  has  a brother  in  Montague  coun- 
ty, one  at  Hobart,  Oklahoma,  and  one  in  Fan- 
nin county,  Texas.  IMr.  arul  Mrs.  Bumam  have 
not  been  blessed  wdth  children  but  they  reared 
an  orphan  girl,  Leora,  daughter  of  Dr.  James, 
of  Henrietta,  Texas. 

.\s  has  been  shown,  the  life  of  Joseph  Bur- 
nam has  been  a busy  one  and  only  ui>on  the  ap- 
proach of  the  weakening  effects  of  lime  did  he 
abandon  the  fight.  .Vt  the  age  of  twenty  }-ears 
he  lent  his  ear  to  the  influences  of  the  gospel 
and  for  fifty-five  years  he  has  been  a member 
of  the  Methodist  church. 

FR-VNK  M.VRLETT.  The  mention  of  this 
name  introduces  a subject  w'hosc  career  covers 
the  civilizing  era  of  Montague  county,  a period 
fraught  with  perpetual  dangers  and  filled  with 
blood-freezing  incidents  for  nearly  a dozen  years 
.sub.sequent  to  the  advent  of  the  family  to  this 
county.  He  represents  both  the  old  time  and  the 
new,  because  his  life  sp.ans  more  than  forty  years 
of  the  history  of  the  county,  in  which  time  all  that 
is  herein  was  made.  He  has  taken  part  in  the  In- 
dian hunts,  the  cow  hunts  and  in  the  industrial 
and  political  strifes  which  the  fact  of  settle- 
ment engendered,  and  of  the  settlers  along  Sandy 
of  that  early  date  he  is  among  the  very  last. 

The  founder  of  the  Marlett  family  was  Chesley 
Marleti,  the  father  of  our  subject,  who  settled 
on  Sandy  in  i86|,  six  and  one-half  miles  south  of 
where  Bowie  now  stands.  Save  for  the  exodus 
during  the  most  dangerous  period  of  the  hidian 
troubles  he  remained  pcnnanently  on  the  creek 
and  did  his  modest  part  in  the  civil  affairs  of  his 
neighborhexM  till  his  death.  He  entered  his  land 
as  a homestead,  and  while  he  achieved  some  re- 
sults as  a farmer  he  never  acquired  wealth,  and 
passed  away  with  little  valuable  property,  as  his 
estate  anifumied  to  about  $2,000. 
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C)icsk'\  iF'.rl  -n  was  born  in  (.'range  aanit}. 
Konli  (Farolina.  iu  and  in  diiWlKiod  liis 

iTitiu  r,  Joseph  Marlctt.  migrated  to  Orange  coun- 
ty,  indiarta,  and  there  Chc.^icy.  jr..  grew  up.  The 
Ma.ricus  ...f  ihe  olden  lime  were  .French  people, 
and  cHir  .suhiecls  gieat-graii'.ifaihcr  was  the 
founder  of  iiii  family  in  ilie  Tarlieel  state.  Ches- 
le'  Mark  it;  Sr.,  married  Sidiuy-  .A.Ionrgomery 
and  tlicir  i,-suc  was:  Isaac,  who  died  in  (.'range 
ccHiriTv,  Indiaiut  Epcirseiu.  a citizen  of  ..\rkaiisas ; 
W'iliian.i.  expired  in  tlrange  coutity,  In- 

diana, ‘jcorgc,  wlto  re.'idi.-s  ni  Ihai  county;  Ma- 
knda,  who  married  (.'\tu.s  Lomax  : Elizabeth,  who 
bcranic  Mrs.  Ervui  C.  Polk,  and  Chesley. 

t iiesUo'  Marltu,  Jr,,  was  not  an  educated  man. 
TJi;.  lot  when  a bc_v  wa.s  cast  wiili  the  primitice 
cvamtjy  of  sC'Uthcrn  Indiaxia.  where  opportunity 
foj  cclucation  ve.-i,'  almost  imknown  to  the  coun- 
n'\  w.ijth.  lie  niarric'i  when  lie  readied  manhood 
Mis-  ftfargaret  Jane  Hili,  a daugliter  of  Tosepli 
and  yj'arv  ;Da\'is)  Ildi.  Hi.s  wife  wa.s  born  in 
the  county  in  IntHana  where  she  married  in 
.March,  jkjt,  and  is  ict.-sing  her  few  remaining 
ycar.s  among  her  children.  Ju  1853  Mr.  .Marlctt 
mcve;I  to  Coles  county,  Illinois,  and  remained 
then  three  years,  coming  thence  by  team  to  Tex- 
a.s,  and  ,-ctiicd  a farm  eleven  miles  nortli  of 
1 >ccatiir,  in  \\  i.so  county.  Wherever  he  lived  he 
rira.cticed  the  indusri'y  of  the  farm  and  m:iintaine<l 
himself  an  houorabli.:  and  respected  citizen.  .In 
P'diiic.s  Ik  w.'is  a Democrat,  a Home  Cnanl  sol- 
dier of  liu;  Con  federal;)’  and  a nienilKT  of  the 
‘Christian  climch,  71c  died  Ik-bmary’  3,  t886.  (Jf 
the  lihldren  ■,!  Chc.slcy  and  Margaret  Marlett, 
j-v-eph,  of  .Montague  county,  was  the  lir.si  horn: 
then  William,  of  Tol.igo,  t'klahonsa;  Frank,  our 
subject  ; Malinda,  wife  of  1C  1.  Sandefur,  of 
Mo-n-agui;  countv;  A.xi.ann,  wife  of  jact>l.»  ^Yar- 
uei  , of  K v;m.  .Lnuiat!  Territor) , and  hlahala  ,Y,, 
woe  05  (.leorge  nmlianan,  t>f  .Rian,  .hulian  Ter- 
ritory. 

I'raiik  Marlctt  wa.s  hern  in  Orange  coimtv, 
Indiana,  Aju’il  10.  iKyu.  lie  ac<|uired  little 
knowled.gc  of  hooks  a.s  a pupil  isi  school  aiitl  his 
hie  was  vmd  i>f  iiiUresting  events  or  exciPuneiu 
initil  he  iKcairie  Usw.i  nued  w ith  the  frontier  in 
-Montague  oauity.  The  frequem  for;u  of  tht. 
red  ni;u!  into  die  s<  tik,nie!u  to  pillage  and  steal 
innio-iicd  mnru  re.us  opportunities  for  life  in  a 
tngh  ke) . -in:\  he  ioiued  in  tlie  eager  cha.se  on 
many  o-, ns,  j ..  r., hearse  tlie  story  of  tlic 
n.i’uo,  deeds  of  violence  iiulicU'-..!  upon  the  hardv 
drir-ug  s 'ulers  of  that  drc.adful  time  would 
o;o.,  iainugetiu-n?  ujioif  tin-  <iouuiin  of  general 
hislorv  anu  wt.nkl  aid  us  non,,  in  the  dcvelop- 
lueiit  and  proper  Coasdusioii  of  this  sketch,  tmd 
we  liiendorc  loi.-.;  it  •vith  a meie  suggestion  of 


its  scriou.snc.s.s,  Wlien  Frank  Marlett  became  able 
for  rcspon.sible  service  on  tbe  farm  he  devoted 
some  sea.sons  to  the  cowboy  life  in  the  family  in- 
terest. With  the  curtailing  of’the  range  the  cow 
interest  lap.seU  and  finally  di.sapipcarcd,  as  a di.s- 
linct  business,  and  he  then  devoted  himself  to 
the  work  of  tlie  farm.  Hi.>  farm  of  two  hiiridred 
acres  lies  just  back  from  Sandy,  and  his  re.sidcnce 
occupic.s  a commanding  kiKill  on  the  Howie  and 
lack.-boro  road.  In  1885  he  erected  a cotton  gin. 
and  for  some  fifteen  years  its  .site  was  one  of  the 
busy  j daces  in  the  Selma  settlement.  With  the 
wearing  oi.il  of  the  machinery  and  the  erection 
of  more  modern  jilants  near  the  railroad.s  the  gin 
lap.scd  into  idleness  and  the  building  only  i.s  left 
to  mark  the  spot  wliere  an  indu.stry  grew  up. 
thrived  and  tlied. 

Dccimbtr  6,  1876,  Mr.  Marlett  .married  Y.Iiss 
Martlia  Wagoner,  a daughter  of  Francis  and  Ad- 
aline  ( Smith'!  \Vagoner.  As  a result  of  this 
union  there  were  burn:  Henry  A.,  who  died  at 
.seventeen  ycar.s : Ida  A.,  who  pas.scd  away  at 
eighteen;  Ada  M..  wife  of  William  Ft:>rd;  .-\ddie, 
wife  of  Frank  Moore:  Frankie.  Ylillic  and  Ylat- 
tie,  at  home.  C>f  the  YVagoner  children  those 
surviving  besides  Mrs.  Marlett  are:  Cb.arlcy 

Afatthias,  of  (. 'klahoma;  Frank,  of  Clay  county. 
A:lr.s.  JMarlett  wa.^  born  in  Titus  county.  Texas, 
..April  2y,  1S57. 

In  S]:>ite  of  his  wild  surrouuding.s,  growing  up 
among  the  Indians  and  the  wild  game  of  the  for- 
est, he  made  an  honorable  citizen  from  the  be- 
ginning of  bis  career  and  he  has  pa.sscd  toward 
the  rifterncKin  of  life  in  tlie  respect  of  and  having 
the  good-will  of  all.  He  has  Iseen  content  w ith 
what  his  industry  brought  him  and  lias  taken  lit- 
tle notice  of  matters  bewind  the  boundaries  of 
hi.s  personal  interest.  He  answers  to  the  call  of 
Democracy  in  all  jiartv  matters,  ani.1  .some  ycar.s 
ago  united  with  the  Christian  church.  Thus, 
briefly,  we  have  touched  upon  the  salient  feature.s 
of  Frank  Alarlelt's  life,  and  thus  do  we  siilimii 
lii.s  record  to  posterity. 

WJLLIAAI  S.  FLEAHXG.  In  an  agricul- 
tural community  the  pride  of  her  cilizen.sliip  is 
the  brain  and  .sinew  that  settles  and  brings  under 
cultivation  and  improvement  its  fertile  .soil  and 
thereby  lends  an  impetus  to  a sure  commercial 
and  iudustrial  ileNclopriieut.  The  setlleineut  of 
am  new  country’  entails  .sacrifice  upon  its  pio- 
neer.'. Ilardshijis  and  even  actual  distre.s.s  often 
vi'it  'iliem  and  succes.s  and  failure  are  iiuenniii- 
g’ed  the  rir-t  few  years,  pending  the  adjustment 
of  s-cial  conditions  and  the  proper  performance 
of  uauire’,'  ]sart  in  the  regulation  of  the  sea- 
si'iis.  riic  life  story  of  our  fir.st  settlers  will 
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never  be  fully  told,  in  all  it.'  varied  ])ha,ses,  but 
enoutjh  may  l>e  learned  and  recorded  for  the  in- 
fomiation  of  ptjsterity  to  win  admiration  for  their 
forefathers  and  to  compel  a sacred  alleftiancc 
to  their  memories  throuo-h  the  coming  years. 

To  the  category  of  jhoneers  does  William  S. 
Fleming,  of  this  memoir,  properly  belong.  ,\E 
though  his  advent  to  Cla}'  coimly  is  but  compar- 
atively recent,  yet  he  is  counted  among  the  first 
settlers  of  a broad  counlrt  on  the  Wichita  riter 
and  hi.s  effort.s  have  mingled  with  those  of  hi.s 
compeers  in  the  reduction  of  nature  and  the 
planting  of  the  seed  of  ci\ilizarion.  In  liis  ca- 
reer of  fifteen  years  in  Texa.s  he  has  ta.sted  the 
sweet  and  the  hitter  alike,  but  the  native  cour- 
age of  himself  and  wife  and  the  combined  in- 
dustry of  his  household  have  accomjdished  re- 
sult.' vvhich  guarantee  the  family  independence 
for  years  to  come. 

It  was  in  1800  that  l\lr.  I'leniing  became  a 
Settler  ill  Clay  county.  Texas.  An  emigrant 
from  Rarton  coniitv.  lUissoim.  he  bad  lieen  a 
farmer  in  that  Mis.souri  coimtv  fc>r  eight  \ears 
ami  his  accumulations  he  brought  with  him  and 
invested  in  Wichita  river  bouoni  laud.  His 
family  camped  about  till  the  erection  of  his  first 
re.sidence  and  the  business  of  the  farm  vvas  car- 
ried on  with  more  or  le.ss  suece.ss  from  the  start, 
riraiii  raising  constituted  his  chitf  occupation 
hut  his  pa.sturc  .supported  a bunch  of  cattle  in 
a little  while  aiul  all  contrihiited  to  the  prosper- 
ity of  the  family.  IMisfortune  overtook  them 
once,  through  lack  of  busine.ss  foresight  of  a 
relative,  which  almost  involved  the  loss  of  the 
farm,  but  this  financial  .storm  was  .sticces.'fully 
weathered,  and  now  an  estate  of  twelve  hundred 
acres  constitutes  the  domestic,  jiossession.s  and 
marks  the  family  achie\ement  in  a ver\  few 
years. 

riic  Fleming  farm  is  almost  a kingly  domain. 
Its  tillable  area  lies  in  the  fertile  valkw  and  njiou 
the  crest  of  the  hill  at  the  north  stands  tlie  fami- 
ly residence  keeping  watch  like  a sentinel  on 
his  beat.  Living  sjiring  water  gushes  out  of  the 
hillside  in  numerous  places  and  the  family  ilomi- 
cile  commands  a view  of  the  land.'Cape  for  miles 
up  and  down  the  river.  (lathered  near  together 
as  if  under  a single  roof  are  the  heads  and  .sub- 
heads of  this  well-known  famil},  content  with 
what  TTo\'idence  has  bc.stowed  upon  them  and 
happy  in  each  other's  .society. 

U'illiam  S.  Fleming  was  iKirn  in  .Sullivan 
county,  Tcimcsscc.  July  24,  1835.  His  father, 
John  Fleming,  was  one  of  the  early  settlers  there 
from  Wythe  county,  \u’rginia,  where  he  wa.s 
born  anti  brought  up.  lie  was  a hoy  friend  of 
old  Parson  llrownlow  and  knew  him  intimateh 


during  the  latter’s  career  in  politics  and  war. 
He  was  horn  in  1804  aiuI  du-d  .\pril  3,  1871, 
and  was  a well  known  citizen  and  a succe.ssfu! 
farmer.  1 fe  aided,  as  a soldier,  in  the  removal 
of  the  Indians  from  the  Georgia  I'urchase  to 
(heir  reservation  in  tin-  Indian  Territorv.  He 
held  no  public  oftice  but  was  a major  of  the 
state  militia  in  old  inu'ter  dav  s. 

John  Fleming  was  a .son  of  John  and  ilartha 
(Thompson')  Fleming,  the  father  an  Tri.shman 
and  an  immigrant  to  .America  .it  sixteen  years  of 
age.  His  wife  was  a .great  reader  and  an  en- 
tlnisiastic  Alethoclist  and  bore  him  children  as  fol- 
low-s : Rev.  David  Fleming;  James,  a black- 

smith who  died  in  Kentuckv  ; \\  ilhain.  a car- 
penter; Rufus,  a lilacksmith  and  farmer  in 
Mississipjii ; .Xelson.  of  Greenville,  Tetines'Cc; 
lohn,  who  died  in  \ irginia.  married  ;i  .Snod- 
grass; Elizabeth,  who  died  in  Washingtou  coun- 
ty, ^ irginia,  married  Jamc'  Steele;  and  .Mar- 
tha, who  died  in  Sullivan  county.  Tennessee. 
Jane  .Snodgras.s  became  the  wife  of  John  Flem- 
ing. She  was  a daughter  of  William  .Snodgrass, 
one  of  the  first  settlers  of  Tennessee  in  conijianv 
with  Generals  Sevier  and  Shelby.  He  vvas  a 
Goutinental  soldier  during  the  Revolution  and 
fought  the  English  undt-r  (H-nerrd  Ferguson  at 
Kings  Alountain.  .Xeirth  Carolina.  He  vvas  bom 
in  Alarvland,  married  ,Mar_\  F.ider  and  reared  a 
large  family. 

The  family  to  which  viiir  subject  belonged  in 
chil'lhood  comprised  two  set.'  <A  children,  the 
Gillenwaters  ami  the  Flemings.  Those  belong- 
ing to  the  first  faiiiilv  were  I.ucieii,  who  died 
in  Texas:  Ezra,  who  died  in  Sullivan  cs'iinty. 
Teuncs.'Ce,  was  married  to  ^\■illiam  Snodgrass  : 
.Matilda  A.,  niarn’e>l  G.  H.  Rolierts  and  died  in 
Cooke  County,  Texas : and  Joel,  who  died  in 
Hancock  county,  Tenne.'see.  (>f  the  Fleiiiing 
children  IMartha  .\.  w'as  the  oldest  and  married 
George  C.  Chamberlain,  dying  in  Teniie.ssce ; 
William  ,S.,  of  this  sketch;  James,  of  Sullivan 
countv . Tennessee,  and  A'bury,  of  Wichita  Falls, 
Texa.'. 

William  S.  Fleming  received  iifi  educ.ation  be- 
yond that  ottered  by  the  country  schools  of  his 
time.  Farm  work  occupied  him  both  before  and 
after  the  war  and  his  efforts  along  this  line  have 
brought  his  success  in  life.  When  the  war  came 
on  he  cnli.stcd  in  the  Thirtieth  \ irginia  Rattalion 
at  Broad  Ford,  AleC'ummas'  Coinpanv  1’,  and 
Col.  Clark’s  Rvgimenl.  He  joined  the  army  in 
1862  and  saw  service  in  the  valley  of  Virginia 
and  about  Richmond,  his  first  battle  bring  that 
of  .Xew  Market.  Other  engagements  follow  ing 
were  Moriocacy,  Kerntown,  Winchester,  twice. 
Cedar  Creek,  Fisher’s  Hill.  Wilderness  ami  Cold 
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llar'i'ir.  His  service  ended  at  W’ayneslioro. 
where  he  was  cajrtured  by  General  Custer’s 
troops  and  was  held  a prisoner  at  Fort  Delaware 
till  July  i8^>5.  when,  on  the  eleventh  of  the 
niunth,  he  was  discharged  and  furnished  trans- 
])ortatiun  li"mt. 

\t  about  thine  years  of  age  Mr.  Fleming 
started  in  life  the  second  time.  The  war  had  in- 
terrupted Itis  early  career  as  a farmer  Imt  he 
look  up  it.s  duties  again  when  peace  had  been 
'.otahlishfil.  He  rem.aiiH'd  in  hi,?,  birth  state  till 
[882.  when  he  sought  Barton  eoinity,  Missouri, 
rtinaining  there  till  his  removal  to  liis  present 
!■ ‘Cation. 

rtcT'iher  2,  18117.  -Mr.  Fleming  married,  in 
.''ullivan  county.  Tennessee,  iMary  E..  a daugh- 
ter of  Joliii  wl.  Davidson,  a representative  of 
one  of  the  prominent  families  of  the  county. 
-Mr.  r)a\id.son  was  a blacksviiith  and  fanner  and 
was  f.ne  of  the  early  settlers  tliere.  The  issue  of 
Mr.  and  .Mrs.  Fleming  are:  John  D..  who  mar- 
rie  1 -M.agtrie  i^inkerton  and  has  two  children, 
William  M.  and  Mhv'rt  i.ee:  Laura  J.,  deceased, 
■was  the  first  child  of  the.  family  and  she  died 
at  'ixtecn  years  of  age;  .\ddie  M.  al.so  died 
\ouiig;  tdcortre  is  yet  with  the  family  circle  as 
is  Williani  ,\  ; Charles  A.,  a student  in  the  Fort 
Worth  lUisniv-ss  (Villegc ; Xal,  whi!  inarrictl  Jose 
f.ovinq;  and  lives  on  his  own  place  near  ('harlte 
:ind  h;is  n son  William  WHlter ; and  .Stephen  J., 
llu  \i>ungcst.  is  also  a ineinber  of  his  father's 

hoiistliold. 

■Mr.  Fleming  has  held  nienibership  in  the 
Miihodist  thure.h  fi>r  many  years  and  his  wife 
tiwn-.  allegiance  to  the  Presbyterians. 

jCDtrl-;  MTHF  E,  SMrm,  judge  of  the 
scveitlt  enth  judicial  district,  a well  known  and 
popular  resident  <>f  Fort  Worth,  ha>  during  the 
pasi  tiftcci!  tears  risen  to  disritiction  at  the  bar 
o!  tite  stale  of  i exas  and  i.s  e>iie  of  the  best 
rwid  and  capable  jurists  practicing  or  holding 
ueiieial  [losition  at  I'ort  Worth,  Ht?  well  trained 
oimd  :tud  rcsciurcc-  as  a laivyer  liave  been 
abiiudaiitly  retniorccil  b\  Itis  genial  manners  and 
ciie.iging  pcrson.tlity,  vthidi  entibde  him  to  bay 
i'.o -'!  .1  iucn'.s  frictidsiiip  ant!  retain  their  good 

wdi  ; id  .difcctio!}  both  for  their  own  benefit  and 
! ‘f  ■ e p-: -r.sonai  ;idvnnceiitc*nt, 

je.rigi  .<!niilt  was  born  :it  turanvillc.  Jacks. tn 
C'  -n  1 < ina  ssec,  in  beiitg  a son  r.f  Hugh 
r.  -;:i, i ‘Dillard?  .Stttith,  who  were  also 

u '‘re-  1 en.nes^cr’  ;tnd  arc  rir.w  both  dccea.sed. 

1:  .;o-.  n<led  sch.jo]  at  Grant  ilk'  and  later  the 

i s.  -a!  Scademv,  ticar  iiiat  place,  lie  beg’an 
'och  :■!  siw  iii  Uit  ..ittce  of  liis  tiitclc,  C;qtt;iin 
F-  i !t:0-ird.  ;.i  ( .tr.kcviilc,  '1  ennc'-sce.  and  was 


tidniiued  to  the  bar  in  the  latter  ])lace  in  1889, 
when  twenty-one  years  old.  His  preceptor,  Cap>- 
tain  Dillard,  is  a prominent  citizen  and  well 
kiio'vn  lawyer  in  Tennessee,  having  been  a gal- 
lant Confederate  soldier  and  having  been  bre- 
vetted  inajor  at  the  close  of  the  war. 

Judge  Smith  came  to  Texas  in  1889  and  located 
and  opened  his  office  in  Vernon,  where  he  con- 
liinied  a resilient  for  si.x  years.  lie  was  successful 
in  his  practice  almost  from  the  first,  and  also  be- 
came prominently  identified  with  public  affairs 
in  X'ernon.  He  was  elected  to  the  office  of  mayor, 
and  also  served  a.s  city  attornev.  In  December, 
1S94,  be  came  to  Fort  Worth,  where  he  soon 
found  himself  possessed  of  all  the  practice  that 
he  could  well  attend  to.  and  where  he  entered  into 
partnership  with  lion.  O.  W.  Gillespie,  nenv  con- 
gres.snian.  and  W.  R.  Barker.  In  inoo  he  was 
elected  district  judge  of  the  seventeenth  judicial 
district,  and  is  still  scrtdng  in  that  capacity. 

Judge  Smith  affiliates  with  the  Knights  of 
Pvthias  and  other  fraternal  orders.  He  was 
married  in  1892  to  WIiss  Annette  Bryan,  a native 
f)f  Bonham.  Texas,  and  they  have  two  children, 
Hugh  E.  and  Ruth,  who  are  in  school. 

HON.  ELMER  A.  RICE,  lawyer  and  legisla- 
tor, has  made  a most  creditable  record  at  the 
bar  ami  in  the  council  chambers  of  the  State,  his 
career  reflecting  honor  upon  the  district  which 
has  honored  him.  He  has  been  closely  associated 
with  constructive  legislation  that  has  shown  the 
thorough  familiarity  with  the  needs  and  possibil- 
ities of  the  state  in  various  lines  and  his  labors 
have  been  far-reaching  and  beneficial  in  their 
eff  oct. 

.Mr.  Rice  was  bom  on  a fann  near  .Alvarado, 
Johnson  county,  Texas,  September  12th,  1874. 
his  parents  being  W.  A.  and  Frances  (Clauncli) 
Rice.  Tlie  paternal  grandfather,  Elias  Rice, 
located  in  Jtilmson  countv'  in  T8f)l,  saw  service  in 
the  Confederate  anny  and  was  with  the  Trans- 
Mi>sissippi  department  up  to  the  time  of  his 
death,  which  occurred  in  1863.  The  father 
came  to  Texas  with  his  parents  in  1850,  and 
.settled  in  Johnson  county,  becoming  a pioneer 
resident  of  this  part  of  the  state.  The  famil}’ 
hi’ine  wa.s  established  near  Alvarado  and  there 
W.  Rice  w'as  reared  to  manhood.  His  birth 
had  cicctirred  in  Blount  county,  .Alabama,  and 
Ihrcntghout  an  active  business  career  he  has  fol- 
If'wcd  farming,  becoming  a prospcrou.s  agricul- 
turist who  now  makes  his  home  in  Ellis  counteg 
His  wife  is  a native  of  Talladega  county.  Ala- 
bama. 

Elmer  A.  Rice  was  a public  school  student  in 
il'iC  district  schools  near  .Alvarado  and  spent  two 
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years  in  the  high  school  in  this  city,  where  he 
made  a splendid  record  for  scholarship.  Sub- 
sequently he  engaged  in  teaching  school  for  three 
years,  spending  two  years  of  that  time  in  Jolui- 
son  county  and  one  year  in  Hill  county.  It  was 
while  teaching  in  the  latter  county  that  he  was. 
admitted  to  the  bar  at  Cleburne  in  December, 
1897.  having  studied  law  during  the  preceding 
five  } ears,  a part  of  which  time  was  spent  in  the 
office  of  Ramsey  & Brown,  one  of  the  most 
prominent  law  firms  of  Cleburne.  - 

Mr.  Rice  located  for  practice  in  Cleburne  and 
has  gained  success  at  the  bar,  which  numbers 
.some  of  the  strongest  law'yers  of  Texas.  He  has 
won  for  himself  very  favorable  criticism  for  the 
careful  and  systematic  methods  which  he  has 
followed.  He  has  remarkable  powers  of  con- 
centration and  application  with  a retentive  mind 
and  oratorical  power.  He  stands  high  as  an 
orator,  especially  in  the  discussion  of  legal  mat- 
ters before  the  court,  where  his  comprehensive 
knowledge  of  the  law  is  manifest,  wdiile  his  appli- 
cation of  legal  principles  demonstrates  the  wide 
range  of  his  professional  acquirement.  The 
utmost  care  and  precision  characterizes  his  prep- 
aration of  a case  and  has  made  him  one  of  the 
most  successful  attorneys  of  Cleburne. 

Mr.  Rice  has  also  gained  honor  and  di.stinction 
in  public  life.  In  1902  he  was  elected  a member 
of  the  twenty-eighth  legislature,  representing  the 
Seventy-third  district  and  in  1904  was  re-elected 
to  the  trventy-ninth  assembly.  In  the  former 
session  he  performeil  much  valuable  service  for 
his  district  in  the  commonwealth,  including  the 
w’ork  which  he  did  as  a member  of  the  state  com- 
mittee when  it  revised,  passed  upon  and  reported 
to  the  house  the  now  famous  Terrell  election  bill 
wdtich  became  a law’.  In  botli  se.ssions  he  was  on 
the  revenue  and  taxation  committees,  and  in  the 
twenty-ninth  ses.sions  he  was  also  a member  of 
judiciary  committee  No.  i,  the  election  com- 
mittee and  two  other  committees  and  was  like- 
W'dse  chairman  of  the  committee  on  commerce 
and  manufactures.  In  the  twenty-ninth  general 
assembly  he  took  a prominent  part  on  the  work 
of  the  committee  on  revenue  and  taxation,  of 
which  the  Hon.  W.  D.  Williams,  of  Fort  Worth, 
was  chaimian.  Mr.  Rice  was  the  author  of  tlie 
bill  which  became  a law’,  fixing  a period  of  limi- 
tation (ten  years)  on  superior  titles  retained  on 
vendor’s  liens  and  on  deeds  of  trust — a law  of 
special  value  in  real  estate  transactions.  Mr. 
Rice  was  also  instrumental  in  securing  the  pas- 
sage of  the  bill  for  the  new  Cleburne  charter, 
permitting  a city  to  issue  bonds  for  certain  im- 
provements, and  a special  road  law’  for  Johnsoii 
county  was  likewise  passed  through  his  efforts. 


He  took  a ju.st  pride  in  his  work  as  committee 
on  common  carriers  and  was  one  of  the  few’ 
members  to  get  up  a minority  report  on  the 
Southern  Pacific  merger  bill. 

On  the  23d  of  December,  1903,  Mr.  Rice  was 
married  to  Miss  Pauline  Meredith,  a native  of 
Alvarado,  and  they  cxrcujiy  a very  prominent  a:id 
enviable  social  position  in  Cleburne,  Mr.  Rice 
is  }'et  a young  man  and  his  ability  gives  promise 
of  a successful  future  and  .still  greater  honors 
in  public  life. 

LEWIS  PINKNEY  BROOKS.  One  of  the 
early  sheriffs  of  Young  count.v  and  a gentleman 
invariably  mentioned  among  its  venerttble  pio- 
neers is  he  who.se  name  initiates  this  notice 
and  it  is  his  connection  with  some  of  the  things 
that  have  been  done  here  that  it  is  the  province 
of  this  article  especially  to  enumerate.  Be  it  said, 
in  general,  that  to  the  county's  welfare  as  well 
as  to  his  personal  gain,  lias  he  devoted  almost 
forty  years  of  his  life,  and  both  as  a citizen  and  as 
a man  has  he  achieved  results  to  which  his  ]ios- 
terity  may  refer  w'ith  pardonable  pride. 

During  the  period  of  the  Civil  War,  Young 
county  lost  its  organization  and  it  w’as  before 
it  was  reorganized  that  Mr.  Brooks  cast  his  lot 
W’ith  this  portion  of  the  Texas  frontier.  He  came 
hither  in  i860  and  drifted  about  from  place  to 
place  until  1870.  when  he  sought  the  banks  of  the 
Bntzos  in  the  vicinity  of  iMiller's  Bend  and  estab- 
lished his  permanent  home.  In  company  with 
Tayk'r  Brooks  and  Ambrose  .A.  Timmons  he 
purchased  the  Shelton  survey  settled  by  Locke 
\\  illiams,  of  which  he  owns  three  hundred  and 
twenty  acres.  The  pole  cabin  constructed  of 
]nckets  set  on  end  D’came  his  domicile  and  it 
housed  him  for  two  years  after  his  return  from 
his  old  home  with  his  newly  wedded  wife.  In  its 
place,  in  1874.  arose  the  time-worn  and  massive 
stone  pile  which  stands  as  a monument  to  the 
progress  of  that  day  and  who.se  sacred  walls 
whisper  silent  memories  of  days  gone  bv. 

For  several  I’cars  after  t8o6  the  forays  of  the 
red  man  cxtendc-d  over  Young  county  and  ihc 
wdiitc  settler  caught  out  alone  and  unprepared 
paid  the  penalty  too  often  with  hi.s  life.  Onh'  on 
one  occa.sion  did  our  suliject  come  into  open 
encounter  with  this  treachereius  enemy  and  tlien 
not  without  comrades  to  spur  him  on  to  vigcuous 
deeds  of  .self-defense.  party  of  a half-dozen 
men  were  building  a stfaie  wall  on  the  liank  of  the 
river  near  the  Brooks  home,  of  which  jiartv  Mr. 
Brooks  and  his  hrotlier.  and  .\lex.  Timmons  were 
members.  Their  arms  were  left  in  a pile  between 
them  and  their  horses  on  the  sidchill  bch'w. 
Suddenly  a bunch  of  eight  Indi.aiis  apiieared  u]) 
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the  road  .-U'erin^’'  for  iii._  v.hite  manV  liorses  al- 
nv.rsl  within  their  reach.  With  the  rusli  of  the 
pariv  for  tlicir  anus  the  Jiiilians  spied  tliom  ami 
dri.|>pcd  into  ilic  lirush  mar  fw  and  a fu.sillade 
v.'Ct-  kepi  up  between  llie  two  side,=  for  some 
minutes  witlvout  po.'itixe  casuaities  otlier  titan  a 
\v<>uiKU'i  . ith  an  equal  encounter  of  this 

.sort  the  Indian  was  ift  at  all  in  his  eleinetil  and 
he  never  failed  l"  esrnjte  it  at  the  tirst,  attack. 
Ills  couratje  ami  hraverv  \s\’re  newer  more  hero- 
icall)  displayed  than  in  scalping  a lone  and  un- 
armed paleface  or  in  extenninaiinff  a family  of 
defensdes.s  women  and  children. 

.Mr.  Ilrooks  hec,an  his  career  in  Young- county 
hihind  tiic  plow  and  as  a fanner  his  active  elTorls 
■,vi!l  end.  Content  with  hi's  cliotcc  of  location  of 
the  earlv  time  he  has  chin"  to  the  landscape  cotn- 
inandinu'  the  streak  of  rust  that  winds  Us  way 
,s.  nthward  and  moistens  witlt  its  liquid  prepara- 
tioii  the  s.vn'.lt  heei  of  the  TratiC'S.  (dut  of  his 
fertile  ''fl  iueve  spning  cre<ps  wliieh  forced  a 
"roan  iroin  its  Vmrdetidaden  granaries  and  from 
as  pai'died  snrfacc  have  occa.sionally  come  the 
clii>  f eleinein  <>f  ihc  Egvprian  scourge.  Along 
with  the  hitler  there  have  come  doses  oi  sweet 
and  their  alrernation  is  the  sviice  which  flavors 
a frontier  life  to  ilie  jiioiieer taste. 

Le-ivis  1’.  llnio'ks  wa.s  horn  in  t herokee  cGUiity. 
t.L'orgia.  Ma\-  i.  itsqi.  hut  migrated  to  Texa.s 
frosvi  Harto  coumy.  William  C.  Krciks,  hi.' 
father.  ''Vas  horn  in  Urdl  county,  that  state,  in 
iSi  t,  and  died  in  Iktrlo  county  in  jSoS.  Ihe  lal- 
icr  wa.s  a fanner,  was  a man  of  some  education, 
ahhoiigh  liis  failKT  was  not.  ,?.nd  was  a,  memher 
oi  the  V.eorgia  legisla-dn'e  once.  John  1'.  Ilrooks. 
our  .snbieet’s  .grandfather,  was  lioni  on  tne  eiceaii 
v.l'iilc  his  ]i;m'iits.  lolin  and  .Mary  lirooks.  were 
en  route  to  America  t<>  help  settle  the  cr.ionies  of 
h.nglaiid.  loiiii  i'.  I’.rook'  li.id  a brother  James, 
who  went  to  Mississi|>pi  .'liter  he  grew  up.  htil  tin- 
former  rcin.iined  about  ins  pai'iiits  in  .Aoiith  Car- 
olina, where  lhe\  lirst  located  and  iiiterward 
fournk'd  the  i;inn!y  in  < icorgia.  lie  was  called 
' ( o!."  Urooks.  lursiimahly  from  Ifls  eonnec- 
tioii  with  till  niililia  sei'MCt*  of  his  state.  IK  iiiar- 
rif  i llesier  r.eiiiHlt  tiiid,  with  Ins  wifi,  });issed 
•iwav  in  < heroki  e c(<i!ntv.  1 he  issue  of  their  nitir- 
riaee  were;  W illiam  t Aleli.ssa,  Xarcissa, 
h'rank  and  idiiali.  wlio  died  in  (Icorgia;  Xathan, 
of  I'oik  fouiuv,  r,e<ii'gia;  .Mary;  < leoige.  of  t hei- 
okee  coimt'r,  ( ecorgia  ; jeffer.son,  -'if  I'anningU  ai, 
1 aliforiiia  : Prances,  who  passed  away  in  . Arkan- 
sas. .n:d  M.'irgarct. 

NVillian'i  hroe.k.s  served  in  the  Indian 

troiihU's  of  t ieorgin  among  the  Cherokees  and 
inaniedi  M.irv.  a ilanglner  of  X’ohle  rimivioiis. 
Mrs.  llfooks  w.is  iiovii  in  ibio  and  thetl  in  1002. 


heing  the  mother  of:  John,  of  Cherokee  county, 
Cieorgia ; William  \V.,  vvlio  died  in  Arkan.sas; 
Julia,  wife  of  A.  J.  Xally,  who  resides  in  Barto 
county.  I Georgia  : Caroline,  who  passed  away  un- 
married; Lewis  P.,  our  subject;  Elijah,  who  died 
in  military  prison  at  Camp  Chase,  (3hio;  Alex.  A. 
.-s..  of  Knox  Coinin’,  Texas;  Jane,  tvho  died  in 
X'oung  ooniily.  Te.xa.s,  as  Mrs.  William  Russell; 
Tay  lor,  w ho  li^  ed  aw  hile  in  Young  county  and 
died  in  Georgia ; Alargarct,  wife  of  Jo  Rogers, 
ami  .Andrew  J.,  both  of  the  old  liome  county,  and 
Alice,  who  married  Joseph  Lu.sk  and  died  in 
(dcc-rgia. 

Lewis  Pinkney  Brooks  acquired  a limited  edu- 
cation in  the  country  schcwls  of  hi.s  state  and  shot 
as  many  feathered  chink.ipins  into  the  ceiling  of 
his  schcxdroom  as  the  next  one.  .A.s  he  approached 
man's  estate  and  was  i>rep.'iring  to  assume  his  ,sta- 
limi  in  ci\il  affairs  ilie  rebellion  broke  out  and 
he  enlisted  Alay.  iftdt,  in  Company  B.  Seventli 
Georgna  infantry,  Colonel  Gartrcll,  Hood’s  Divi- 
sion. Armv  of  Xorthern  Virginia.  P>cginning  at 
.Manassas  he  fought  in  all  the  J’eninsnlar  campaign 
and  at  Gettyslnirg  and  Spottsylvania.  in  which 
latter  engagement  he  'was  wounded,  Vnit  returned 
to  duty  without  much  delay,  and  wa.s  again 
wounded  in  front  of  Richmond  in  Dc-cemher, 
tXi.>4,  tliis  time  receiving  a ball  through  the  left 
arm  and  into  his  side  j'ust  under  the  shoulder, 
which  retire!  him  from  further  active  service. 
He  enlisted  .as  a prii  ate  and  was  promoted  in  the 
Peninsular  campaign  to  a lieutenancy. 

The  year  following  the  end  of  the  war  Mr. 
P. rooks  spent  in  liis  native  stale,  getting  hack  into 
the  routine  of  civil  life  and  preparing  himself 
for  a gS)od,  vimwons  civil  caniiiaign  in  the  state 
of  his  future  home — Te.xas.  Hi.s  years  of  service 
in  the  ranks  prepared  him  for  his  itiission  in  the 
west  and  he  came  hither  without  misgiving.s  as 
to  die  final  result.  Having  lilar.ed  the  way  for  a 
home  he  went  hack  to  hi.s  old  home  to  claim  the 
young  woman  who  had  promised  to  share  hi.s  for- 
tunes .some  vears  before,  and  in  October.  1872, 
he  was  iiiarriel.  His  wife  was  Miss  Cinnie 
Moore,  a daughter  of  John  K.  Aloore,  a fanner 
and  mill  man  and  an  early’  settler  of  the  Cracker 
state. 

.Mr.  and  Mrs.  Brooks'  children  are:  Preston 
who  is  engaged  in  mining  in  old  .Mexico,  and 
who  is  ni.arried  to  -Ada  }.lorton:  Edna,  wife  of 
James  Jordan,  of  ICnox  county.  Texas;  Ethel; 
.Ah’ers,  (,f  AVv't  Point,  Mis,sissip])i,  named  for 
the  Alvers  family,  whom  .Mr.  Brooks  ]irotected 
from  ruffi.an  intruders  of  hi.s  command  while  in- 
v.'idiiig  .Alarvlnnd  during  the  war;  Retta,  f.ewis 
and  Bessie. 
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Mi.  Brooks  was  elected  sheriff  of  Young 
county  in  1876  and  served  a term  of  three  years. 
While  this  was  then  a “wild  and  woolly”  coun- 
try, few  murders  were  committed,  and  little  crime 
of  a nature  to  attract  the  public  attention  was 
enacted  Iicyond  the  thiever}'  of  horses.  He  did  his 
duty  faithful!}'  and  retired  from  the  office  with 
the  resf>ecl  and  confidence  of  his  county.  He  is 
and  ever  has  been  a Democrat,  ami  hi.s  views  on 
questions  of  moral  tui'pitude  are  as  well  defined 
as  those  on  politics. 

JAMES  F.  STK.AXGE.  In  this  article  the 
brief  .story  of  “twenty  years  a resident  of  Wise 
county"  is  told,  and  it  rellects  the  experiences  of 
one  of  Gtico’s  worthy  citizens,  James  F. 
Strange,  the  subject  of  the  sketch.  It  is  a story 
of  simple  success  through  systematic  and  earnest 
endeavor  as  a tiller  of  the  soil,  and  hi.s  rather 
sudden  transition  from  the  dawning  to  the  full 
sunlight  of  perfect  day  serves  to  indicate  the  pos- 
sibilities of  achievement  when  in  supreme  com- 
mand of  a Texas  farm.  Twenty  } ears  ag'o  he  was 
dependent  upon  the  results  of  his  }'carly  toil  upon 
the  farm,  while  today  Mr.  Strange  occupies  his 
homestead  retreat  adjoining  the  town  of  Chico,  in 
semi-retirement  and  in  the  enjoyment  of  the 
fruits  of  his  rural  victories. 

While  the  state  of  iMissis.sippi  gave  liim  birth 
the  state  of  Alabama  nurtured  Itim  in  childhoc>d 
and  started  him  on  his  civil  career  when  the  years 
of  his  majority  had  been  reached.  The  family 
is  believed  to  have  been  originally  Portuguese 
and  its  American  founder  located  in  Virginia,  and 
then  moved  to  South  Carolina,  where,  in  Chester 
district,  Daniel  Strange,  grandfather  of  our 
worthy  subject,  was  born  and  married  and  ac- 
cumulated, as  a planter,  much  of  the  fortune  of 
his  active  and  vigorous  life.  Daniel  Strang'e  was 
a large  slave  owner,  fought  the  British  in  our 
second  war  with  Eugdand  in  1812  and  moved 
into  St.  Clair  coiiiitv,  Alabama,  wlierc  he  died  an 
old  man.  He  married  a Mi.ss  CharlottcRaual,  and 
in  1833  they  established  themselve.s  in  .Alabama, 
where  their  few  children  assumed  their  rc.spcctivc 
stations  in  life.  Of  their  issue.  Benjamin  was  the 
oldest;  John  R.  and  Edward,  twins,  and  Herbert 
H-,  Patsy  and  Mary,  complete  the  famil}  circle. 

John  R.  Strange,  the  father  of  James  F.  of  this 
review',  was  horn  in  Chester  district,  .South  Caro- 
lina, Alarch  16.  t8tt.  and  married  Rachel  For- 
man in  that  state.  His  wife  was  a daughter  of 
\Villiani  Forman,  a farmer  and  a soldier  in  the 
war  of  1812,  and  she  passed  away  in  Tippah 
county,  Mississippi,  in  1878.  While  Mr.  Strange 
resided  in  Alahiuna  for  thirty  years  subsequent 
to  the  advent  of  the  family  to  Mississippi,  he 


passed  one  year  in  Mississipoi  a few  years  after 
his  marriage  and  it  was  during  this  tem]K>rary 
S(.)journ  in  Itawamba  county  that  his  son,  our 
subject,  was  born.  When  he  settled,  finally,  in 
the  state  it  was  in  Tipjtah  countv  and  there  he 
passed  away  October  13,  1888,  aged  seventy-seven 
years.  A family  of  seven  children  came  to  bless 
his  home,  namely:  Louisa,  who  married  Wil- 

liam Easter  and  died  in  Indian  Terri- 
tory ; Catherine,  wife  of  Robert  IMatin,  of  Indian 
Territory : James  F.,  of  I’liico,  Texas ; Thomas 
L..  of  near  Booneville,  Mississippi;  .Martha  E., 
who  passed  away  unmarried:  lAnthia  P..  died 
in  Tippah  county.  Mississippi,  as  the  wife  of  Mr, 
M hite  ; Eliza  married  Frank  Rtiherts  and  resides 
at  Lee  county,  Alississippi,  near  Baldw  Mi. 

As  stated  above,  James  F.  Strange  knew'  .Ala- 
bama during  the  whole  period  of  his  childhorvi 
and  removed  to  Jlississippi  immediately  aflt.r  the 
Civil  war.  His  advantages  were  those  of  the 
other  country  youth  as  he  grew  up,  and  when 
twenty  years  old  he  enliste<I  in  the  Confederate 
army,  responding  to  an  early  call  of  the  govern- 
ment of  the  secedetl  state.s.  His  company  was  A, 
and  his  regiment  the  Tenth  Infantry,  Colonel 
John  A.  Forney.  The  regiment  was  sent  to  \ ir- 
ginia  at  once  and  arrived  at  iManassas  ju.st  after 
the  fight  on  the  2r,st  of  Juh  and  iratne<liately 
w'eiit  into  Lee’s  army.  The  Peninsular  campaign 
was  hatching  and  when  spring  opened  the  next 
year  there  was  plenty  of  fighting  for  evert  hodv. 
Williamsburg  and  Seven  Pines  were  fought 
among  the  preliminaries  and  then  the  seven  days’ 
battle  opened,  in  which,  at  Gaines’  Mill,  i\Ir. 
Strange  Lad  his  right  arm  shattered  just  below 
the  elbow,  on  the  27th  of  June,  by  a minic  liall, 
and  it  sent  him  to  the  hosjiital  for  .some  time.  He 
was  discharged  and  sent  home  January  20,  1863, 
hut  when  sufficiently  recovcri:d  he  ri  turned  to 
duly  and  was  detailed  as  a commissary  officer 
for  the  remainder  of  the  war. 

^Ir.  .Strange  was  bom  ,Se]>temher  25,  1841,  and 
his  most  effective  month.s  in  school  were  those 
immediately  following  the  war.  He  dominated 
the  schoolnxirn  himself  for  a time  as  a teacher  in 
IMis.sissippi,  and  upon  the  heels  of  his  marriage 
engaged  in  the  work  of  the  farm.  He  wa.s  mar- 
ried in  St.  Clair  county,  .Mahania.  Februar}-  23. 
i8(')8,  and  passed  some  lime  as  a renter  in  Pren- 
tiss county,  Mississippi.  While  starting  ino.st 
humblv  he  became,  evenluallv,  .able  to  possess  a 
farm,  and  upon  it  his  efforts  were  directed  until 
his  removal  to  Texas  in  1885. 

Upon  coming  into  Wise  county  Mr.  Strange 
bought  a small  farm  near  Crafton,  improved  it 
comfortalily  and  cultivated  it  succes'full}  nine- 
teen years  and  then  improved  his  font  -acre  tract 
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ai  < liico  ruid  settled  TiWii  io  a retired  life.  a 
farnu-r  lu.  lia>  !'C-i,n  C(>iilem  with  the  income  of  a 
siiiall  farm.  Without  chilrlri  n the  burden  of  farm 
Work  ita^  fallen  upon  liim^c  lf,  am!  only  such  acres 
a~  he  cfHikl  projKTh'  liamlie  ha.s  he  added  to  his 
e-laie.  lie  wa.s  known  a.s  a trader  as  well  as  a 
ninner.  <irid  the  tw'>  coinhiiied  were  re.sponsible 
for  hi.s  \ er  heakin  financial  conditi'an,  Mr. 
Siramte  has  nciw  one  hundred  and  twaity-vwC' 
.acres  , .f  land. 

Mr,  .^tr.nior  married  Miss  Mary  i'hillips,  a 
duiuitiiter  of  Jackson  and  Cynthia  E. 

i \'hi  I'hillips.  .Mrs,  Siran^e  wa.s  one  of  twelve 
chihlr.'n  in  her  father's  lainily  and  was  bom  Jan- 
nary  20.  1850.  Childless,  she  has  heen  ever  the 
( wiistam  companitin  and  stearlfast  friend  of  her 
hashaad  and  k.yally  lias  site  done  her  part  in 
iheir  modest  work  wf  home  devcloianent  in  their 
■fc.xas  retreat.  Mr.  Stransyc  practices  the  }>rin- 
cip'k-  i>f  Democracy  in  pitlitic.s.  i.s  a Master  .Ma- 
••H,  ami  liis  h'nis>  lK>!d  j<*hts  Vi  ith  the  .o.Icthodists 
in  rvliificius  wnrship. 

DR.  JXMI-S  M.  MAScsIE,  Since  utoo  a 
physician  and  surgeon  at  f'ort  WMrth  and  prc.- 
fe.ssor  of  syyneC'.C.gy  in  the  Rhysio-iMedicnl  Col- 
lege of  Te'cas.  IT,  .Massie  i.s,  by  reason  cif  his 
long  expcrietice  and  liigh  ability,  one  td'  the  rec- 
ognised leaders  in  the  ntC'lical  profession  of 
Xk.rih  Te.xas  .iikI  '.'■ne  of  the  leading  expcinents 
(>f  the  phy.sio-medica!  sclio(.>!  i.if  thetjry  and  prac’ 
tics;. 

Horn  and  reared  on  a farm  in  Ca.sconade  coun- 
t;e,  .Mi.ssourt.  and  rcceicing  liis  litcrarv  education 
at  W'asliington,  Missouri,  he  came  to  Texas  when 
a hciv  .if  ninileeii  and  located  ai  Bedford.  Tar- 
rant comiD . He  was  employed  in  a general  stote 
at  Bcdfc'fd,  and  a stock  of  drugs  lidug  one  of 
th','  !i(.'partmcnts  of  tlie  business,  he  learned  to  fill 
plivsiciaus'  prescriptifnis.  This  experience  and 
a more  than  scicial  acsjuainiance  with  Dr.  Holt, 
titen  a praclitioner  at  Rc-dford,  led  him  to  take  iif> 
the  sttniy  of  incdicine.  .\tfcT  he  had  accnmii- 
iated  (, nfitigh  money  fn'iin  his  earnings  in  the 
-tore  ici  give  him  a g. ’od  't.'irt  In  cciliegc.  lie  evi- 
f,en.d  ilir  i’hysio-Mcdical  College  of  Indiana] >c>lis. 
where  he  snccessfuliy  coiujiictisl  the  curricula  of 
siudv  and  was  giadnatcd  in  tSBo.  On  his  return 
to  i c - as  he  began  practice  in  Cinco.  Wise  coun- 
ty \ year  at  tliat  place  was  followed  by  a year 
at  Seymour.  Baylor  county,  then  he  was  located 
m ! fallas  eight  s'cars.  v>  hence  after  a few  months 
;n  Mineral  WHis,  ho  finally  fipem'd  his  office  in 
l'..)rt  X\’.>rth  in  t.K>o.  where  1k‘  has  since  made  his 
ito.'H;  ami  center  of  professional  [icactice.  Here 
he  h.m  i ulh  up  a splendid  practice.  Ins  ))ainstak~ 
ing  ami  skiUful  methods,  adde.l  to  hi>  rears  of 


experience  and  .study,  bringing  him  gratifying 
success. 

With  the  well  known  Physio-Medical  College 
of  Texas,  located  at  Ilallas,  Dr.  IMassie's  name 
will  alwavs  he  identified  as  that  of  cme  of  the 
frninder.s  and  .sincerest  workers  in  its  behalf. 
This  institution  was  established  early  in  IQOI. 
Dr.  -Massie  at  present  is  vice  president  of  the 
board  of  trustees  and  occupies  in  the  faculty  the 
chair  of  gynecology.  The  college  Itegan  with 
sev-rn  students,  in  1905  had  f..>rly -three,  and  in 
number  of  students  and  general  success  it  now 
outranks  the  Indianapolis  ccdlege  of  the  same 
.school  of  practice,  Tlie  ccairsc  is  very  thorough, 
rcijuiring  four  years'  \v<irk  for  completion,  and 
the  facultv.  compose  I of  onh  men  of  high  ability 
in  the  ilihercTit  branches  of  their  profession,  is 
complete  tor  every  departrnent  of  medical  iu- 
slniclion,  Th.e  college  at  F^allas  lia.s  received 
fiftv  thons.nnd  d .dl,ir;>  as  a donation  for  a new' 
liuilding  from  i..1r.  John,s.:)n.  of  California,  who 
will  also,  upon  the  completion  of  this  building, 
make  a jiernianent  endowment  for  the  in.stitulion. 

( )ther  r.rominent  men  in  Texas  have  taken  a 
fin'mcial  intere.st  in  building  tp)  the  institution, 
an  1 the  T’hvsio-A.redical  College  has  already  taken 
high  rank  among  the  schools  fr»r  profes.sional 
training  in  this  state. 

The  physio-medical  school  of  medicine  is  an 
nutgrov,'th  and  a complete  and  modern  develop- 
ment of  the  system  founded  by  Dr.  Samuel 
Thump.son.  of  \ irginia.  The  princijilcs  of  the 
theory  and  practice  proved  and  established  bv 
Dr.  Thompson  formed  the  original  system  from 
whiclt  the  Eclectic  school  was  developed,  but  as 
the  tendency  (,)f  the  Eclectics  was  to  drift  hack 
toward  tlie  cjM  school,  the  physio-medical  school, 
in  later  years,  became  tlic  prop>er  exponem  of  the 
svstem  founded  upon  the  research  and  iiive.stiga- 
tions  started  by  Dr.  Thomp.son.  Its  adherents 
call  special  attention  to  the  fact  that  it.s  medica- 
tion i.s  entirely  withtiut  alccihol  and  other  pxiison- 
ous  drugs,  the  materia  medica  including  all  nec- 
essary agents  for  the  restoration  of  the  body  in 
di'-ease  without  the  employment  of  poisonous 
agw’iicies.  .Stated  in  the  words  of  one  of  its  advo- 
cates, "the  idea  of  phi  sio-medicalisni  is  that 
of  raising'  medicine  tv*  the  rank  of  a true  science 
--■not  to  the  science  of  probabilities,  but  to  that 
of  exact  knowledge.  The  phy.sio-medical  idea  re- 
ject.- ahsohately  the  giving  of  poisons  in  medi- 
cine. ami.  instead,  a.s  its  name  implies,  uses  noth- 
ing but  non-poisonous  agents  in  which  alone 
resides  the  fciulevicy  to  bring  hark  organs  nr  struc- 
tures ti:>  their  [diysinlogical  standard.  The  prac- 
tical advantages  of  tlie  system  may  be  stated  as 
follow.s:  It  is  '..niineiirly  life-saving  and  efficient; 
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it  is  safe  ami  scientific ; it  never  j et  marie  a 
drunkard  by  offcrin|r  him  the  cursed  cup ; it  never 
made  an  opium  or  morphine  slave,  nor  has  it 
ever  ruined  soul  and  mind  with  chloral  or  co- 
caine ; it  never  rotted  bones  with  mercurials ; its 
record  is  clean  these  hundred  years  and  more.'' 

Dr.  Massie  was  the  pioneer  practitioner  of  the 
physio-medical  school  in  Dallas.  In  1893,  when 
the  Texas  Association  of  Physio-Medical  Physi- 
cians and  Surgeons  was  formed,  he  was  elected 
its  first  president,  and  he  has  at  various  times 
contributed  to  the  pht  sio-medical  magazines. 

Dr.  lUassie  was  finst  married  at  Bedford  to 
Mi.ss  Kate  Bobo,  granddaughter  of  Captain  W'. 
W.  Bobo,  a historic  character  of  Texas  and  of 
Tarrant  count}’.  There  were  two  children  by 
this  marriage.  .After  the  death  of  his  first  wife 
Dr.  Massie  married  Aliss  Cornelia  Tliotnas,  at 
Chico,  and  they  are  the  parents  of  three  cltil- 
dren. 

CECtRGE  IT.  McLaren.  During  the  tear 
1883  there  came  into  Young  county  a youth 
destined,  many  years  in  the  futtire,  to  play  an 
efficient  part  in  the  mental  and  moral  training  of 
the  county’s  men  and  women  in  embryo  and  to 
assume,  at  the  call  of  her  voters,  a promiuent 
station  in  the  conduct  of  the  municipality’s  af- 
fairs. lie  was  an  untutored,  yet  ambitious,  boy, 
and  industry  and  obedience  to  parental  authority 
were  his  chief  f)crsonal  virtues.  From  the  ele- 
ments of  the  pure  air  and  somewltat  romantic 
.surroundings  an  inspiration  possessed  him,  after 
reaching  his  majority,  to  rise  above  the  routine 
and  monotony  of  the  farm  and  to  accomplish  a 
mission  in  a higher  and  less  laborious  sphere. 
From  the  plow  to  the  pmjtirs  desk,  thence  to  the 
master  of  a public  school  and  finally  to  the  in- 
cumbency of  the  chief  office  in  the  gift  of  his 
county,  mark  hriefly.  the  steps  of  George  II.  Mc- 
Laren from  a strong  young  farmer  to  the  clerk- 
ship of  A'oung  county. 

lie  represents  a Scotch  family  which  was 
founded  in  l^auderdale  county.  Alabama,  prob- 
ably in  the  first  quarter  of  the  nineteenth  centurv, 
in  which  founding  his  grandfather,  Andy  Mc- 
Laren, took  a conspicuous  part.  The  life  of  a 
planter  seems  to  have  had  charms  for  him  and 
he  brought  his  large  family  of  many  sons  and  a 
few  daughters  to  the  banks  of  the  Tennessee 
river.  There  James  AIcLarcn,  our  subject’s 
father,  was  bom  June  10,  1828,  and  passed  to 
manhood  under  the  influences  of  a country  home 
and  school. 

AVhen  . James  McLarem  married  he  chose  a 
lady’  who  was  a native  of  the  same  county  with 
himself.  Miss  Nannie  Hough,  a daughter  of 


Colonel  Josejili  Hough,  a planter  and  a large 
.slave  owner,  whose  ancestor.-,  settled  in  the  sixith 
in  her  primitive  and  aristocratic  d,ay.s.  Soon  after 
his  marriage  Mr.  AlcLaren  migrated  to  .\rkan.sa^ 
and  located  in  Desarc,  where  he  engaged  in  mer- 
cantile pursuits.  A few  years  of  re.-iidence  in 
that  climate  told  so  upon  the  health  of  his  wife 
th.it  he  felt  impelled  to  seek  another  h.jcation,  and 
he  returned  to  his  childhood  .scenc.«  and  borne.  In 
his  native  county  he  took  up  farming  and  carried 
it  on  somewhat  extensively  t;efc>re  the  war.  When 
the  dift'ereiiccs  between  the  north  ami  the  .sottth 
ripened  into  open  liosiility  and  a resort  to  amts 
he  became  a soldier  of  the  Confederacy  and  fol- 
lowed its  fortunes  through  the  war.  A Inch  re- 
duced in  circumstances  he  returned  , again  to  the 
farm,  rcbiiilt  its  old-time  prestige  ,is  far  as  Iris 
ability  permitted  and  was  occtijried  with  it.s  culti- 
vation until  his  death.  Alarcli  25,  18,83. 

The  family  01  James  and  Nannie  AlcLaren 
was  a small  one.  and  it.s  childhcKxl  membership 
was  reared  to  knovv  and  do  the  right.  Of  its  per- 
sonnel, Emma  married  Al.  J.  Alabrv  and  died  in 
Tennessee  in  1883;  Ella,  wife  of  W.  L.  Wheal, 
of  Alemphis.  Texas:  James  L.,  a fanner,  and 
Robert,  a merchant  of  AMum''  county,  and  Cicorge 
II.  of  this  review. 

Two  years  sul'sequent  to  the  cleath  of  her  hus- 
band Airs.  McL.arcn  yielded  to  the  wi.she.s  of  her 
children,  sold  her  old  .Alabama  home  and  catue 
to  'rexas.  Her  destination  being  AMung  county, 
she  bought  a farm  on  the  Brazos  ri\er  seven 
miles  south  of  Graham,  and  her  first  home  in  the 
Jaine  Star  state  was  oitaltlished  there.  She  was 
the  guiding  star  and  guanlian  angel  of  the  fam- 
ily’ while  it  remained  together,  and  her  strong 
and  willing  son.s  furnished  tlie  sinews  that  lid 
the  work.  On  this  farm  she  lived  many  years 
and  only  left  it  to  preside  over  the  home  of  her 
son.  Ill  recent  years  she  was  most  sorrowfullv 
afflicted  with  total  blindness  and  >he  is  yet,  at  the 
age  of  seventy,  passing  her  decline  amid  the  com- 
forts of  her  .son  Robert’s  home. 

George  II.  McLaren,  the  siilijcct  of  this  notice, 
was  born  near  St.  Florian.  Lauderdale  county. 
•Alabama,  September  10.  i8yo,  and,  as  has  been 
suggested,  was  confined  to  the  scenes  of  the 
home  farm  till  he  reached  man’s  estate.  Every 
day  of  his  youth  prosided  its  phssical  exercise 
and  his  body  grew  large  and  waxed  strong,  but 
lack  of  school  opportunity  worked  to  the  detri- 
ment of  his  active  mind.  He  seems  to  have  been 
ever  ambitions  to  accomplish  results  and  when 
grown  he  seemed  destined  to  he  and  remain  a 
farmer.  Being  suddenly  aroused  to  a full  con- 
sciousness of  his  hampered  condition  and  un- 
promising future  he  resolved  to  change  the  whole 
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c<'tir'c  ..f  h;'  crif' : r ari'l  the  first  >tc]> 

thr</i)i4li  • iiiirati''n.  i lavin;.^  tilreaih  accumulated 
.'.ciuc  i)i'0)u-rt)  - he  lunk  d it  into  cash  and  its  pro- 
Cf  :!>,  with  wliat  lie  cmild  acquire  at  various  kinds 
i‘l  labr.r.  later  carrivl  liini  llirrui”]!  several  terms 
<•{  -•dl.)oL 

He  rviu  rve  (I  hi-  actpiaimancc  v.  ith  the  common 
hraiielH'-  in  two  si.v  months'  terms  in  Toiik  ^’'al- 
icv  under  the  alile  instruction  of  T’rfifessrjr  R. 
r.-mlM'y.  and  mam  of  his  "liit;  hn'.  ” coinpatiions 
of  cii'it  schiK'l  have  become  useful  nu  n and  tro*'-*'! 
citu'.eiis  'oi  \i>nnt;'  coutiiy.  He  attended  the  suin- 
ni<  r normal  in  ('>rah.;mi,  frTiow  iiio  that  school, 
and.  failino  to  pa.ss  siu  ressfiill\-  the  teacher’s  ex- 
ao  ination,  he  prepared  himself  for  a t ear  in 
\'v  .atiterford  college.  Not  liaving'  sufficient  funiLs 
to  ''s.'C  him  throuici:''  the  yrar.  he  laid  his  .situa- 
tuin  before  R.  .Mabry,  of  Graham,  who  loaned 
iutii  the  cash  sli.irtaiye,  an'l  that  scliool  year  vva.s 
the  most  )>rofitab!e  of  his  stu.icnt  life.  He  made 
rapid  progres--  in  his  studies,  took  part  in  the  lit- 
erary society  anii  was  cho.sen  tci  represent  it  in 
co!;U'>t  in  ik'bau'  with  anotltcr  .society,  and  was 
on  site  prci^rammc  for  debate  at  the  coinnicnce- 
tni-m  cxxTci.scs  of  the  college. 

1 ic  spent  three  years  in  scliool  in  all.  and  easilv 
obtained  <1  I'crtnicaic  to  leacli.  ITi.s  first  school 
wiis  in  Mmy  Rend,  a few  miles  from  licmivy  and 
his  forty  dollars  a month  salary  alone  .satisfied 
him  ihat  his  iniastment  in  an  education  was  a 
g,uii  i.ne  l ie  was  an  enthusiastic  ts'aclur,  wars 
original  in  im-tl;o<i  and  tactful  in  management, 
and  kept  up  an  inu  rcst  in  the  work.  He  cncottr- 
a”<d  literary  v..,rk  and  independent  effort,  bc- 
iivMug  strwiijch  in  the  practical  i^ood  of  the  dec- 
[.'unrUirui  and  (k,li.-ite,  lie  remained  an  active 
tactr.r  m scliool  work  until  tiie  autumn  of  tqoo, 
when  lic  was  ettc'uirae'ed  to  maltc  the  race  for 
eoimiy  and  disrrii-t  clerk,  vcliich  he  did  and  wtth 
s;!'S  t-cs,  He  w.i.s  ,'vconi  in  November  iri,  i<j<do. 
v,,i.  dioseu  for  a second  term  in  i()02  without 
opposition,  and  his  service  gave  such  satisfaction 
liiu!  lie  ivas  the'  .successftd  cruulidave  in 

bjuai  Ip,  ipot.  Air.  Mel.rire!!  wa.s  tmtled  iii 
atariaap^:  ,|j  i,rali;mi,  with  Msss  Ireiie,  daiighter 
■ a ( apiain  .\.  t i.ant,  t aptam  Gant  cainc  to 
1 i try  coiHity  ettriy.  was  a survei'or  and  land- 
fr  a;  s inanv  loaia  and  at  one  time  re|>rcscnt- 
s-a  i ‘m  ker  eonm  v legislatnrc.  fTc  was  a 

iatiyer.  s t i eu< ! ierau-  so’dscr  fnani  Tennessee 
and  married  Mssv  Juba  Raiiu-s.  Mrs.  McLaren 
v,  :s-  bori)  iii  A ouue  (Sitmi  v,  ;md  ;s  the  ni'iiher  of 
( Ha!  K f .an:  \fe!,,i.-eir  born  m Febniarv.  ujOq. 
Mi.  'bi.afeii  is  a Ghapu  r aia-.n,  a Woodman 
aiid  ;s  1 teioocrai. 


)1IN  TROY  ROBERTS.  The  Roberts 
PiUsiiKs.s  College,  of  Bowie,  and  its  branches  in 
the  Territory,  constitutes  one  of  tlie  coming"  com- 
siiercial  schools  of  the  Red  river  country,  and  its 
founding  niark.s  an  event  in  the  life  of  its  presi- 
dent .iiiii  owner,  the  subject  of  this  review.  For 
more  than  twenty  \ear.s  engaged  almost  continu- 
ously in  eclucational  \V('rk  in  the  Lone  Star  state, 
fro'ii  country  scho()l  to  high  school,  college,  and 
finally  the  fouruler  of  a series  of  commercial 
schools.  1'rofes.sor  Roberts  has  been  and  is  a 
leading  factor  in  the  practical  education  of  the 
Texa.s  vouth. 

1^0011  after  his  birth,  .Auarust  cj,  i86i,  Profes-sor 
Roberts'  parents  rnigrated  from  Claybourn  par- 
ish, Louisiana,  to  Ja,sper  countv.  Texa.s,  where 
his  father,  Captain  M’,  T.  Robert.s.  became  a mer- 
chant and  planter  in  and  near  the  town  of  Jasjier. 
The  father  c,arne  :ste|.)  hy  step  acros.s  the  south 
from  his  birthplace  in  North  Carolina,  and  lived 
in  Georgia.  .Alabama  and  Lruiisiana,  in  ATinclen, 
of  which  latter  .state  he  carried  on  mercantile 
pursuits  for  some  years.  He  was  born  in  1817, 
fought  in  the  Me.xican  war  as  a captain — for 
whidi  service  he  declined  a pemsion  to  hi.s  death 
— and  in  the  Civil  war  commanded  a company  in 
M'alkor'.s  Division  in  the  Trans- Mi, ssi.s.sippi  De- 
partment of  tile  Confederate  government.  He 
was  succes-.sful  in  bu.siness.,  S]»ent  many'  years  in 
active  mercantile  and  agricultural  pursuits  sub- 
sequent to  the  war.  and  retired  to  private  life  at 
Holman.  He  was  an  unswerving  Democrat  and 
wa.s  a Rtiyal  .Arch  ATason. 

In  the  state  of  North  Carolina  Captain  Roberts 
married  Alis.s  Sarah  Griifitli.  wT.o  died  at  Hemp- 
.'tead,  Texas,  at  the  age  of  forty-eight  years.  The 
issue  of  tlieir  union  were:  Walter  T..  of  MNinar, 
Tc.xa.s ; Mrs.  R.  F.  Sellers,  of  Gonzales : Airs.  G. 
\A’.  Lewis,  of  Uvalde,  and  John  T..  of  this  sketch. 

1‘ecan  Creek  .Academv,  a iirivate  in.stitution  in 
Fa\ ftle  comitv,  Te.vas:.  furnished  Profe.s,sor  Rob- 
erts his  intermeiliate  education  and  the  A.  and  AI. 
College  equipped  him  with  higher  learning.  .A.,?  a 
climax'  to  his  student  career  he  took  a civil  law 
Cf'urse  in  an  institution  at  Floyal,  I-ouisiana,  and 
a common  law  course  at  Fewest,  Altseissippi,  espe- 
cirdly  fitiing  him  for  the  special  work  of  educa- 
tion uhicli  he  wa.s  destined  to  take  np.  He  began 
hi.s  woi'k  as  a teaclier  in  the  rural  .schools  of 
Abiiitagtic  county,  anil  in  i8S8  became  .superin- 
tvndem  of  tlie  Bowie  public  scluxiLs.  He  had 
charge  of  this  important  work  for  five  years  and 
went  to  Decatur  as  president  of  the  Bapti.st  col- 
lege tlierc  for  cine  year.  From  Decatur  he  wont  to 
St.  Jo.  Texas,  where  he  took  charge  of  the  pub- 
lic schoob,  aui]  conducted  tlicm  most  efficiently 
tor  tour  year.s.  Rvliruiui.shing  hi.s  work  there  he 
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returned  to  Iniwie  and  established  a literary 
.■^I'hool  for  liiecli-fTrade  work  in  January,  ittoT.  the 
curriculiini  of  which  was  mollified  in  tlic  direction 
of  coiiiniercial  school  work,  and  after  tltc  first 
Near  the  whole  course  was  shiftcrl  and  .swallowed 
up  in  a husinc.ss  cnlleg'c  cour.se  ainl  the  Roberts 
r.itsiness  College  was  iKim. 

d'he  institution  (>f  which  Profers.>or  Roberts  i.\ 
president  and  with  which  his  future  lift-  is  des- 
tined to  be  associated  was  cliartered  in  u>.a4  as 
the  Roberts  Unsincs.s  College  L'ompany,  cainlal- 
ized  at  $2o,oo(>,  and  inidcr  its  'rexas  charter  he 
holds  the  ctfilce  of  chief  executive  and  his  danph- 
ter,  Minnie  I..  Rtiherls.  i.s  the  secretare.  .\ll  tht' 
stock  of  the  ctiinpanv  is  helil  in  the  faniil_\'  and 
the  future  outk>ok  for  the  instiurion  gives  jtrom- 
ise  (if  a most  healthy  condition  for  the  coinpaiiv. 
March  4,  it)04,  the  t hickasaw  brandi  of  the  in- 
stitution was  established,  which  now  enrolls 
eighty  pupils,  arul  February  6,  ntcys.  tlie  Sliawiiee 
branch  was  founded,  w iili  the  jihenonienal  enroll- 
ment, in  less  than  six  weeks,  of  forty-three  stu- 
dents. The  schools  arc  established  and  main- 
tained for  both  sexes,  and  its  graduates  are  tak- 
ing their  ]iiace.s  among  the  world's  clrn'ical  force 
out  of  every  class.  The  parent  school  at  How  ie 
has  an  cnrollnient  of  one  hundred  and  fort\  stu- 
dents, and  the  tiroce.ss  continually  going  on  (d 
making  business  men  and  wdinen  for  the  future  i.s 
a busy  and  inttfcsting  one. 

March  17,  (tSfsf),  Professor  Roberts  married,  in 
Bowie.  Miss  M.  McDonald,  a daughter  of 
Cash  .McDonald,  w ho  brought  his  family  to  Tex- 
as from  Missouri  in  i85<).  This  union  has  been 
productive  of  the  following  children,  viz;  t.'ash, 
a student  in  the  institution  for  the  lilind  at  \us- 
tiii ; .Minnie  L,.  sc*erelar\  of  the  college  and  teach- 
er of  ;,hi  irtliand ; Edna,  Drover,  Lucile,  Lulu  and 
Nellie,  completing  the  family. 

Professor  Rolierts  has  talcen  nmeh  interest  in 
the  work  of  the  leading  frateniilies,  being  jiast 
hi"h  priest  of  St.  jo  Cha[)tcr  of  Rioal  ,\rch  Ma- 
,sons,  a member  of  Hodfre}'  Commariderv  of 
Knight  Ttanplars,  a Shriner  of  Ih  lla  Tutipk, 
pa:-.!  chancellor  of  Raleigh  Loilge.  Knights  of 
Ihlhias.  and  is  past  gwaml  of  Bowie  Lodge  of 
I.  O.  < I'\  He  has  rej)rcsented  the  P>thiaa 

Knights  in  the  State  Drainl  l.odgc  and  is  a lead 
ill”  member  of  tlie  Missionary  Baptist  congreg.i- 
tir-n  in  Bowie. 

ROBERT  ,\.  POSTER,  .M.  D.,  a c.ap.able  and 
pofitilar  plivsician  aiKl  surgeon  of  .N'oeona,  Texas, 
was  born  at  Clasgow.  Kentuckw . December  r. 
1S62,  His  itartatts  were  Joseph  and  ( liria  M. 
(Ritter!  J'o.stcr.  who  were  also  natives  of  the 
Bine  Crass  state.  'I'he  grandfather  was  Bartlett 


! ost(-r.  likewise  of  Kentucl-iy.  1 he  Fo.-iers  have 
largel}  followed  mcrcantik-  pur.-.Ult^  and  are  un- 
oslentatiotis  but  honor.ilile  and  tipright  [teople. 
Bartkil  b'osler  'lied  in  Ixentncky,  respected  ]>y  all 
wlio  knew  him.  In  his  family  were  four  chil- 
dren. Josep’li,  Rice,  .Susan  am!  Betsy, 

Joseph  ko.sier  was  reared  in  the  stare  of  his 
nativity,  where  lie  leanied  and  followed  the  shoe- 
maker's traile  during  the  years  of  his  active  busi- 
ness litY.  .\t  the  time  of  tlie  Civil  war  lie  re- 
mained neutral  and  always  lived  the  life  of  a quiet 
Imi  reliable  mechanic.  His  doath  was  occasioned 
by  a cyekine  in  J87Q.  and  he  is  yet  survived  by  his 
wife,  who  is  living  upon  the  old  homestead  in 
Keiiiuckw  at  the  age  of  sevent\-two  years,  .^he 
is  a daughter  of  Josudi  R.iUer,  of  Kentucky, 
whose  cliildren  are  Airs.  Foster.  Joseph  and 
Thomas.  .Mr.  and  Airs.  Fcister  became  the  pa- 
rents of  six  children;  John,  a iriechaiiic  ; Fllzie 
.and  Elven,  both  (if  w liom  are  fanners;  Nancy, 
rhe  wife  of  j.  Forester;  Robert  A.,  of  tliis  re- 
view, and  C}  rus  Al.,  who  is  editor  of  a newsjiaper 
in  Kentuckv. 

Robert  V ['o.-.ter  wa^  reared  t(>  farm  life  and 
ari|iiire(l  liis  early  edneation  in  tlie  common 
schools,  hut  greatly  broadened  his  kiinwledge  by 
reading  and  study  in  !ii>,  k-i.sme  hours.  Becoming 
imiiucd  with  a desire  to  direct  his  efforts  in  the 
walks  of  a ife.ssional  life  he  began  reading 
niedieine  when  Iweiity-oiie  years  of  age  under 
the  ilirection  of  Dr.  Craven,  and  went  with  him 
oil  his  visits  to  his  riatients.  Thus  he  .idJed  to 
iheoretieril  knowledge  the  jiraclical  training  and 
he  learned  to  ivadilv  eliagniise  ;i  case.  , Aft-.  r read- 
ing with  Ills  orecepior  for  a few  yenr.s  he  hecarnc 
well  .inlornieil  concerning  Ihie  ririnciples  and 
iiractice  o’’  medicine  and  in  181  ly  he  licgaii  aUeinl- 
ing-  medical  lectures  in  Rush  Medical  f ollegt,  at 
Chicago,  where  he  remained  for  one  term.  He 
then  entered  upon  aciive  jiractice.  and  in  lyioi  lie 
did  ]>o,st-PTadiiale  work  in  tlie  Posl-Craduate  t ol- 
lege  of  Chica.go,  while  after  study  in  !<X)3-04  he 
was  graduated  at  the  A'ate-  C ity  Afedic.d  College. 
In  all  of  tliese  different  medical  institutions  he 
studied  .-urgery  and  he  iinrsued  a special  course 
in  sLirgen  in  Te.xarkana,  In  1903  he  was  grad- 
uated in  p'narmacy  at  that  jikice  and  is  tlurrefore 
jirejiared  to  tinali  ze  and  cnmjiouiul  al!  medicines 
as  well  as  to  administer  the  remedial  agencies 
which  tend  iii  alleviate  linnian  suffering.  He 
has  hceome  well  informed  c«'>ncerning  [>harmacy 
as  well  as  medicine  and  surgery,  and  liis  ability 
IS  wide!'  acknow  ledged,  He  opened  an  office  and 
began  | rtictiee  in  iveiitucky  . w liere  he  reinanied 
for  five  vears.  ;md  in  i8(i((  he  came  to  \ocona, 
Texas,  -inci.  wliicli  time  lie  has  given  undivided 
attiiilion  to  his  professional  duties  and  lias  mot 
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wiiii  t ■ iHirtiiiig  the  canfuUncC' 

'.vhieh  is  ttiv.  n iiiin  thruij;.^'h<<ut  a !arj:;c  lerriton'. 
I fW  is  r-sn’e,  his  pnicticc  alreaciy  i)eing  ex- 

r^"-i\e-  !i*  iia;-  a well  equii.i|icd  (trticc.  sup- 

i. 'iied  wish  .4:  in. idem  a]>|>iiances.  He  keeps  in 
enieh  wnii  she  pre.^rcss  ot  the  pruh  ssion,  a.iid 
iiih  hiji.irs  are  hsinc  atteiieleJ  with  ;t  •ertuihing 
trca-iurc  i.j  i.rusperis y.  He  lirt'  sSiccesstuliy  oper- 
seed  lilt  a sittstther  uf  cases  of  apjien'licitis,,  and  hi.s 
'.!>i  iT-ite  a.!i,I  accurat.  kmiwk'ilqc  en.'thk'.-.  him  to 
t!i'  ills  surg'ieal  tveirk  in  a must  skiUiui  manner, 
i h lias  a coninHKlimjs  rcsiduice  m Xocoisa.  where 
ho  is  lUiw  ( otnioitahly  and  plea.s.antly  sittt.ated. 

i 'r.  S'e  stiT  wa.s  sisa.rrie;!  in  Kt.airncky  in  lS<S8 
ill  Miss  Moliv  Snhth,  who  vvas  lsr>ni  in  that  state 
isi  OfiS.  and  is  a daiijrhter  f(i  Jliram  and  Diddie 
ievert  sts  Niiiith,  Her  father  was  a farmer  and 
tikOimfacittrcr  of  stilt,  tistd  i.ioth  he.  anti  his  wife 
die<l  itt  Kcittuckv,  dlKy  were  cousisteitt  advo- 
otii.  o;  du  Missiriuar\i  Baptist  church  attd  their 
hii.'ih'  numbered  twti  '-ons  and  three  daughters: 

j.  k..  :s  practiciii”  li'itysid.'ii! : jaTne.i,  a farmer; 
Bolts , the  tvift;  Ilf  Jtispci'  .Harper;  Anna,  the  vvife 
>.f  i-h  I'rei,  and  .Molly.  To  Dr.  and  .Mrs,  P'o-ster 
ira  '..  liecn  iiorn  two  .sons  : Frank,  born  iii  .\pril. 
iH'O.  an<l  jack,  in  J ebniar} . iSyiT, 

i >r,  and  Mrs.  Foster  are  members  of  the  Meth- 
i-d'si  ihurch  and  !k  is  cmmcctcd  with  the  Fra- 
:i;i.tii  Id-raheriKiod.  Durintr  tlieir  residence  in 
Aiiioiiii  shey  have  eftuticd  a wi;1c  acnuaintaace 
tn-  1 ibr  hospitality  of  the  best  homes  is  cordially 
1 ' -ended  t<:  then!.  Dr.  rosier  has  Tiecomc  a well 
ho"Wn  and  c.qiaftie  pin  sieian.  iriaking'  continnal 
pissyiess  ij|  hi).  ]ii.,ffssion  and  he  ever  maintaiiih 
a myii  uandard  ;;f  professional  ethics. 

1K>V.  WU.I.l.UI  j),  W]IJJ,\bI's,  f<ir  the 
past  efteeii  yeavs  a ])romin«‘!!t  and  successful 
^ • ■'!  |v,y(  \\  ortii.  came  to  'i'exas  abotit 

thit!-  veroo  ;uy;,  'vlicn  a i"i>y  fresh  trom  college. 
V ■ i e'hico  his  (rnintug  ut  this  slate,  and 

ii.  oainny,  an  inisi;ttor\  [lerioil  of  scver.'i! 

' oi-a>  !!i  .all  di!  phase.s  and  activities  c>i' 

I . o',  (in.  lie  I':;;,-  hcc'i  pnicticing  and  Itas  ad- 
r.oo.bu  nusk  at  tlie  h;u'  of  the  state  and 
n;  ii''tii..r  of  W orlii. 

lb  o --nlv  m slu>  middle  ra  r'^'id  of  liic’.s 
• no  :;,,n  W'.rk,  e >r  ie  was  b!>rt!  August  j6, 
t ■ >:  lev  iowi;  . ,f  M..mn  \ -’rnoit.  in  - astern 

- i 0-.  pai'.’uSs  were  Jesse  t atul  ^h!r^' 

(-  e:  f • • • J e--n;s  I Its  lathi  r was  born  in  \ ir- 
! - S ' i a Alert  i.;;;d  outni-.  am!  witi!  all 
-e  - 0 i e. at  O-,.,  i;ji(rr  State,  i ic  is  aill  iiv- 
■ ^ iO  i-  ■ ate  ■ . icAitw-  spent  nto-  1 of  hts  life  as 
•1  aa'n.na  .at,!  also  jarntetl  for  some  -■ears. 

' -a  i eat  , b -i.-tiw  d jo  ti't  { Isnsiia!!  cburel) 
an  1 it!-  pi  1 tituiitrtrt  t de,  auon;d  training 


-Mr.  William.s  was  sent  to  .•Miiiigdon  College,  in 
■\hingdon,  llliiK'is,  one  of  the  olij-esiahltshcd  c(.>l- 
ieges  of  ih.'it  church.  He  wa.s  graduated  at  the 
a.ge  of  ,sixtt-;n,  and  immediately  tliereafter.  in 
1S73,  came  to  Texa.s  and  located  at  .Seguin, 
tn  Ctiadalrpc  coiintv.  ITns  pari  of  the  stale  was 
tlien  given  up  almost  cniirdy  to  cattle-raising, 
and  wa.s  infe.slcd  w ith  numerons  “bad  men,”  who 
on  frequent  occa.sion.s  and  without  previous  cere- 
rnonv  or  iulimatii.'u  nutile  life  burdt:n.st>me  to  die 
respectable  citizens.  Jn  Seguin  Air.  Williams 
envered  tbic  iaxv  office  of  Judge  Goodrich  and 
studied  diiigentl}  under  the  direction  of  that  hoti- 
.>red  (U'ecepior  uniii  hi.s  a.dmi'ssiisn  to  the  bar, 
uiudi  occurred  Itc  fore  he  was  twenty -one  ycar.s 
old.  He  dueled  tlie  regular  ‘‘.starvation  period”  of 
a young  lawytr's  career  by  going  upon  a ranch 
and  engag'ed  in  “imnelting  cc>ws"  and  the  various 
other  activities  of  that  famous  we.steni  industrv. 
u licrehy  lie  tsot  only  laifl  by'  some  stttre  of  the 
'’sine  (lua  non”  so  necessarv  to  self-preservation 
and  advancciTU  nt  in  hi.s  career,  hut  also  accinired 
by  tlii.s  vigorous  <nitdoor  regimen,  the  rug.ged 
lif-alth  and  i)hysi(jue  uhich  have  enabled  him  to 
pnisecute  lii.s  pvi.tfession  from  that  day  to  this 

ith  mitiring  energy.  Jle  first  toftk  up  hi.s  prac- 
tice in  Austin,  where  he  re.sided  for  eiglit  years, 
and  in  Decetuher,  tSSri,  came  t<>  Fort  AA'orth, 
where  lie  has  maimaijicd  his  (dice  and  built  it])  a 
large  and  prufitablt  patnynage  during  the  inter- 
veniitg  years. 

In  .-April,  i8(y7,  he  wa.s  elected  to  the  i;»ftice  of 
city  ttttorney , .'iiid.  by  succeeding  dectitiu,'.  served 
most  ably  iu,  that  office  until  1902.  In  that  year 
he  re.sigued  in  onler  to  make  the  race  for  the 
state  le.gisl.'iture.  .and  was  elected  ti.»  represent  the 
sevenrv-eightli  di.strict  in  that  body.  He  has  made 
Itimsdf  ?,!i  iinjiorlaijt  factor  in  state  leg'islatioti 
and  during  the  sessions  ha.s  devoted  himself  licart 
and  soul  p.  the  itucrests  of  tlie  stare  as  affected 
hv  statute  and  Icgi.slative  enartment.  Hi.s  most 
inrportant  acl'ucvcmem  was,  perha])s.  hi.s  authm'- 
sl'iij)  .if  'du  '‘imangiblc  ta.\”  knv,  which  he  pre- 
pared and  had  enacted.  This  is  a very  skillfully 
drawn  and  beneficial  measure,  and  provide.s  a 
meaim  .<f  t;i>;iug  the  intangil>!e  property  or  bnsi- 
m vs  f>t  railro-ad  conijianies.  (.-.spre-s  cfiinjianies, 
and  other  '^iinular  pubiic  utility  concerns  -doing 
intsiness  in  the  .state.  Before  this  act  became  law 
the  a-.scss-,r  had  tto  means  of  valuing  the  ]>n>p- 
criics  of  sucli  c-,.)nijKuiic,s.  however  valuable  niiglil 
be  tlietr  COU-;  i-s.-ions  <>r  btisiiicss  in  thi.-  state.  Mr. 
Williams  has  tlie  reconl  in  the  state  for  sjKTial 
service,  by  :u qtuiuiment  c-f  the  governor,  as  .judge 
<-f  the  district  c-mrt.  aud  uo  otiier  lawyer  in  the 
(■( Mumomt i.-;iltn  ha.s  h-eeu  so  ollcn  calle-l  upon  for 
lliis  dutv. 
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IVIr.  Williauiv  i.s  a stiuo”  Democrat  in  politics, 
lie  is  an<i  has  been  for  several  years  treasurer 
of  the  State  Har  Association.  He  is  a high  de- 
gree .Mason,  being  a Knight  1 emjilar  and 
a Shriller.  He  is  al.so  a litterateur  of  no  mean 
ability  and  has  gained  considerable  distinction  for 
his  literarv  work,  which  he  (h»e>  for  recreation, 
consisting  principally  of  short  storie.s  contrilnilrd 
to  the  eastern  magazines.  .Mihough  he  snerit 
some  years  in  connection  with  the  rougher  side  of 
western  life  and  has  been  acquainted  with  all 
sorts  and  coiiditiAns  of  men,  he  is  himself  a man 
of  fine  qualities,  and  of  broad,  si’inpathetic  at- 
tainments, open  to  all  tlie  infinences  of  the  high 
and  nobler  living. 

Mr.  M'illiams  was  married  at  l-.ockhart.  ’J'eva.s, 
December  5.  iSyti,  to  Mi.ss  Jettie  Tear.soii. 

DR.  ,T,\MES  R.  TEAH'LE,  physician  and  sur- 
geon of  ftlernphis,  d exas,  is  an  oM  and  exceerl- 
ingh'  able  pr.actiti'iner,  and  ha.s.  during  a period 
when  the  science  of  healing  an<l  its  kindred 
hranche.s  have  been  progressing  by  lenjcs  and 
bounds,  kept  entirely  abrea.st  of  all  this  adiance- 
ment.  and  is  toiiay  as  thoroughly  equipped  and 
modern  in  his  methods  as  he  was  v\hen  lie  l>egan 
practice  a third  of  a century  ago.  Dr.  Temple  is 
a bn.iad-gauged  and  experienced  man  of  tlie 
worhl  and  affairs,  haefng.  in  the  course  of  ,a  life- 
time (ff  • sixl}  -five  years,  crane  in  cki.se  contact 
with  many  phases  of  life,  and  hiinsi-lf  liaving 
been  during  hi.s  earlier  year.s  a teacher  and  soldk'r 
before  entering  u{)on  the  ])r.,)fessi< 'iial  career 
which  has  since  brought  him  .so  much  honor  and 
proved  such  a useful  field  for  the  appheatkm  of 
his  labi.'rs. 

J'orn  at  Bowling  Green,  Kentucky,  in  1830,  he 
was  at  an  early  age  defirived  by  death  of  tlie 
care  and  protecting  guidance  of  his  parents.  J. 
Clark  ami  P'aiinie  (Brashear)  Tenijile.  Hi.s 
father,  a native  td  Kentucky  and  a nephew  of  the 
famous  George  Rogers  Chirk  of  Northwest  Ter- 
ritory fame,  was  a promineiU  and  successful 
farmer,  and  died  at  Auburn,  k-ogan  comity,  Ken- 
tucky. in  1852.  J.  Clark  Temple’s  latlier  came  to 
Lcaiisville.  Kentucky,  from  \ irginia  in  1801 . Hr. 
Temple’s  mother  was  horn  at  Beaufort,  South 
Carolina,  and  died  in  i84(). 

'Flms  oiqihanefl  at  an  early  age  he  was,  when 
clex'cn  years  old,  taken  to  .Marshall  county,  Mis- 
sissi;’}'.‘i.  to  he  educated.  He  prefiared  for  a teach- 
ing career,  and  after  several  years’  schooling  in 
^lissis.>ippi  he  returned  to  Bowling  Green,  Ken- 
tucky. where,  as  al.so  at  other  places,  he  taught 
.school.  Mdieti  the  war  broke  out  in  iBbi  he  cn- 
li.sted  in  the  Federal  army.  Company  J,  Fifty - 
ninth  Ohio  Infantry,  becoming  first  lieutenant  c>f 


hi.s  company.  Lkuiiig  his  three  \ cars’  enlistment 
he  was  successively  nmk-r  Thu-ll,  Rosecrans  and 
Grant,  and  among  the  rimuerons  liattles  in  which 
lie  participaicsi  were  those  at  .Sliih’h,  at  Coriiiili, 
Stone  Ri\er.  Mill  Spring,  ,’U  the  conclusion  of 
liis  service  he  went  to  soutlieni  Indiana,  in  Stien- 
ccr  cc'Untc,  v', here  he  resumctl  his  profession  c.f 
Teaching  during  iSSq-iHi'fi.  He  titeii  entered  the 
medical  departuu-m  of  the  Cniversity'  of  Ken- 
tucky at  Loitisvilie,  from  which  he  gracluated  in 
1870,  His  first  practice  was  in  \\’,:>,rrick  ccainty. 
Indiana,  tiear  the  Siiencer  county  line,  and  hts 
field  of  wcu'k  was  in  b.nh  c i.m'.ies.  During  ;i  part 
of  his  p,ractice  at  this  point  lie  \v,is  also  .^nqierin- 
tendent  of  scbicils.  for  he  kept  u]-  his  interest;  ;uid 
ciinnection  with  educational  affair.s  a number  of 
sears  alter  entering  the  medical  ranks,  hi  i88t 
he  moi-eil  to  Brooksville,  f Icrnan  lo  coumy.  Flor- 
ida, where  he  did  an  e.x tensive  practice,  and 
where,  likew  ise,  he  w;js  sujierinterek  nt  of  jiuhlic 
instrmui'.m.  From  l-'lorirla  he  came  to  hie  jire.s- 
ent  location  at  .Mcmjiltis,  Hall  county,  in  tSip. 

-\t  lMcmi>hds  and  in  the  .surrounding  counlr\- 
Dr.  Temple  has  acquired  a very  large  and  iirofit- 
able  practice,  f<ir  ilie  people  ha\e  !>ecome  \erv 
much  attache'!  to  him  lai  account  <>f  his  good 
qualities,  lioth  professionaib,-  and  social! \.s 
mentioned  before,  he  ha.s  constauth'  kept  pace 
wirli  the  ruarch  of  progress  in  medicine  and  sur- 
gery. :md  :is  an  iii.lication  of  hi>  ambiiion  in  this 
line  he  took,  in  I<K>1.  a geiiend  post-graduate 
cemrse  in  t.'hicago  an  ! a course  in  the  Ilknois 
t'oliege  of  Electrical  Thenineuric>,  < >f  late  year- 
he  has  extensively  sunbed  and  apj,>!ied  the  science 
of  electro-therapy,  and  ha.s  attained  recogniii-in 
as  a Specialist  in  this  line  of  treatment.  He  h.'i.s 
invested  a large  amoimt  of  money  in  an  X-r.'ty 
uiticliine  :nid  other  electrical  apparatus  for  li'is 
office  at  Mempliis.  He  h.'i,--  Iteen  peculiarly  >uc 
le.ssful  ill  die  treatment  of  rlieuinaticm,  ^pr.iins 
and  stiff  joints  by  use  of  dry  h'.it  air,  and  in  m at- 
ing nervous  affections  ,'ui'l  diseases  of  vvomm  lit 
static  and  galvanic  electricity,  ami  canei  r by 
the  X-ray.  Dr.  Teiiijile  is  a meiriber  i.f  the  Ikin- 
handle  and  the  Texa.>  .State  IMedical  a.^socituions. 

In  the  course  of  his  .wbool  teaching  d;ivs  he 
taught  hundreds  of  young  men  and  women  ;it 
Bowling  < Ireen  aiiil  otiier  places,  and  many  of 
rhe.-e  ])ittiils  liave  since  achieved  prominence  in 
their  re'-pective  walk-  of  life,  and  man-,  of  them 
are  re.sbk.iit>  of  Texas,  delighting  to  iKaK'r, 
w henet'er  opportinshv  oeeur>.  their  old-time  J'ro- 
ceptor  and  their  feilow  Texan.  Dr.  Temple  is  a 
Methodist  in  Hiurch  relations,  and  fraternally  is 
a Roy  ;d  .\rcli  IMason. 

lie  wtu  married  in  .Spencer  county,  In  iitina.  to 
Miss  .Man  Met  o\,  inemher  of  a verv  prominent 
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i,inu‘!y  -■'f  tl'at  name  in  southern  Indiana,  1 he>' 
iia\!'  five  childn'n;  Mrs.  Taimir  Dranch.  RO.teri 
i , l harifs  H,,  Alax  (i.  and  Mrs.  Blancliu  Palmer, 

j.\. >.[ES  I’.  i;R.\SHEAR.  a druggist  of  Fort 
\\'.>ri.!),  ha.s  .sucecs.s fully  coiiducted  his  rnercan- 
lilf  entcrpn.sc  since  )8u6,  and  is  now  advan- 
tageously located  at  the  c.'rner  of  Twelfth  and 
Main  streets,  wlu-'ie  he  has  a well  equipped  store, 
to  which  llu:  I'uhlic  accords  a liberal  patronage. 

native  of  lx)gan  county,  K'enlucky.  Ity  is  a son 
.if  Williarn  Ileisry  and  .^arah  J,  (Rife)  Brashear. 
He  was  only  si.K  years  of  age  at  the  time,  of  liis 
i'aihcr’s  death.  Tlie  father  h.ad  belonged  to  an 
oM  family  de.sceiided  from  the  Huguenots  of 
Xonru';n;.l> , who  fled  from  France  and  settled  in 
\’irgiiiia,  but.  niei'ting  with  an  unwelcome  recep- 
tion from  the  .English  in  that  colony,  they  re- 
moved to  iUart  land. 

laii'.es  P.  Brasltear  was  reared  upon  his  father's 
farm  and  devoted  his  rtme  and  energii's  to  gen- 
eral agricultural  [lUrsuits  for  a nunibcr  of  years 
.after  attaining  his  maiority.  His  educ.atiori  wa.s 
ac(|iiircd  in  llse  country  schools  <>f  I.a>gan  countv, 
and  wttls  his  mother  went  to  .\rkans;t,s  in  t8/0, 
where  the  latter  ilied  in  1SS2.  Hetermining  to 
tiike  up  llu-  study  of  |•llarnlacy.  he  ])rep.arcd  him- 
self for  tile  jjrofi-'.'ton,  which  he  followed  in  ,\r- 
kaus.-ts  f..r  a time.  The  year  1S83  vvitnessed  his 
arrival  in  Fort  M'<e-th,  Texas,  where  he  has  since 
ni.'i-'le  his  twine,  lie  has  held  ■various  positi<>ns  in 
ditferent  ph.armaceutic;d  cstalilishments  here,  and 
in  embarked  in  bii.-iik-ss  on  his  own  account. 
His  store  was  firrt  1 ’U  Houston  strert,  but  he 
i;iu:r  renK'vcd  t'>  Alain  'tree',  berwreu  Flevauh 
;!U‘i  I'wclfti’i  streets,  aiel  subsequently  came  to 
li!s  'wesent  location  on  the  corner  of  Twelfth  and 
Mam  -srcet.s.  .Hus  is  an  excellent  hnsincs.s  cor- 
r»T  and  in  the  conduct  of  his  store  he  is  meet- 
ing with  gratihiug  ]>ro.spcrit\ . In  181)4  he  wva.s 
appointed  one  the  tlirce  pharmacists  compos- 
ing tliC  state  cxrmutinig  board  of  pharmacy  and 
I'vs  C'lntinuous'i)'  .'.cted  in  the  po.silion  up  to  the 
present  time. 

A is.  Ib-.siiear  wa'  marriv'l  oi  Airs,  I Ionian 
l.e-uiiily  ,'i  ne.-mber  of  the  well  known  Afonuig 
f.:S:i;e  :;t  i'ort  W'ltsti!.  j i i t >'11 1 ti  i ui  t US  wlwlcsale 
mi  l ■■.  'iiil  merchants,  Mr,  Brashear  is  one  of  the 
or,  nil  uiiier.s  oi  the  fk/lu-iuian  Clul),  foiind- 
I r;.;  vears  ago  hy  .Airs,  (airman,  ■.•cunpo.sed. 
■4  pe-.ipie  of  liurarv  tastes  anti  linhits  for  tile  en- 
rti'o.  •Heiit  'if  : icial  .ind  literary  inte  rcourse,  and 
o Ivo  e>>i(i' Ibeii  d as  ins  tinu  would  permit  to 
d-  i'-'ge-  oi  the  ■ lub  magaJiine— tlie  liohnniap.. 
lo  i.  I . ' . . • t'  o'’  made  mtm,  ;md  his  life 

ii'O-  ir  cxi-  'ipliricaii.m  \)'i  wisat  may  he  acconi- 
pii  I-'  r'wng  n'i.m  who  '.i.irts  cm!  alone  iti 


the  world  uiiequipj)ed  save  by  energy  and  strong 
rleterrnination.  He  has  m.ade  consecutive  ad- 
vancement in  his  mercantile  career,  brooking  no 
obstacles  that  could  be  overcome  by  detennina- 
tioii  and  honorable  purpose,  and  today  he  is  one  of 
the  prosperous  representatives  of  commercial  in- 
terests in  Fort  AVorth. 

CH.ARLIE  L.  TAA  l.CtR.  His  residence  in 
('la\'  county  and  his  connection  with  its  commer- 
cial interests  have  amply  justified  its  founders  in 
(lerpetiiaring  his  Christian  name  by  christening 
tile  well  known  rural  villas^e  in  the  northwest 
p'Ortion  of  the  county  ‘'Charlie”  in  his  honor,  and 
thu.s  preserving  to  the  generations  to  come  a 
niemcri.al  to  the  picnieer  merchant  of  that  locali- 
ty. llis  adient  to  the  ctauny  dates  from  1880, 
w hen  he  cl<.sed  his  connection  with  the  drug  busi- 
ness in  Sipe  Springs,  Ttxas,  in  Comanche  comi- 
ty, and  established  himself  in  a general  store 
about  a mile  south  of  Red  river,  near  the  crossing 
above  the  Big  AMchita's  mf>uth.  The  cowlioy  and 
Indian  traile  of  that  vicinity  was  considerable, 
and  when  it  was  determined  a pecstoflico  should 
be  csiahlislied  lliere  his  “niven"’  name  was  chosen 
for  its  name  and  the  trading  point  of  Charlie  has 
continued  one  of  irap<>rtance  in  Clay'  county  ev'er 
since. 

hharlie  Taylor  is  widely  known  over  Clav  and 
at.ljoining  comitie.s  as  a post-helluin  jiioneer.  In 
18H.)  a couple  of  young  Missouri  boys  made 
their  way  on  horseliack  across  the  Indian  Terri- 
torv  and  down  through  the  fertile  and  spar.selv 
settled  st'ction  of  central  Te.xas  and  halted  at 
Belton  as  the  terminus  of  their  maiden  journey. 

I Ine  <■>!  lliem  was  only  nineteen  and  his  jiosses- 
sions  consisted  of  his  Ntuldle  horse  an<l  the  little 
"budget"  of  clothes  he  carried,  a stock  sufticient 
for  his  needs  just  then,  but  insignificant  for  the 
vs'iith  of  today  emerging  into  manhood  and  eni- 
liarking  on  the  initial  voyage  of  tlie  journey  of 
life.  This  hoy  was  t liarlie  L.  Taylor  and.  al- 
though llis  liome  countv  of  W ;i.shingtnn.  in  Mis- 
souri. wtis  c->mparativcly  a new  one,  he  thought 
t.  ■ come  to  'fe.xas.  where  the  “new'’  of  the  coun- 
try was  \ ci  H.'ihle  and  where  opportunities  tt>  ac- 
quiu-  a ready  hold  were  only  waiting  to  he 
snatdied  up. 

His  fir>,t  .stop  was  at  Belton,  where  Air,  Town- 
send was  superintending  the  nmmfup  of  cattle 
for  tile  ' Irdvesioii  Jew,  Jaloiiica.  and  it  was  to  aid 
m iliis  work  that  our  subject  was  cmploved. 

1 hey  gathered  ii'p  cattle  everywhere  Townsend 
indivateil,  and  if  other  pcs'ple's  cattle  got  into  the 
!>Iil  Jew's  herd  and  were  sold  at  llousum  .and 
( lah'estoii  luKler  the  Jalonica  brand  it  was  no 
fault  of  y..uug  Taylor,  alihougli.  in  after  y ears. 
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he  wondered  v.-hcihcr  his  lirst  labors  in  the  Texas 
cattle  roundup  were  not  larg'd}-  those  of  the  early 
■'ru'tler'’  ■'silli  himself  unconscious  of  the  irn- 
Uioralitv  of  the  act.  They  drewe  cattle  from  the 
[■rairies  of  Cor_\  ell  county,  and  a.s  rltc}-  moved 
southward  their  herd  increased  arT)aziny;ly  hik! 
there  is  no  doijbt  that  of  the  thonsand.s  so  gath- 
ered into  Israel's  fold  immense  numbers  i>i  Them 
were  of  a Ciciitile  brand. 

I.eat  inghis  first  einplcner,  .Air.  Ta\lor  joined  a 
Air.  Young,  in  W itliarn.son  comitc.  on  the  cmv 
range;  anil  was  with  him  about  eiglit  innnrhs.  fol- 
lowing which  he  engaged  with  the  well  kiioe.n 
Rubarlh  ranch,  its  owner  being  one  of  the  oldest 
-scrtler.s  of  the  cotuity.  For  Mr.  Riibrmh  lit:  rode 
the  range  for  seven  years,  ami  during  the  era  of 
driving  cattle  to  the  nearest  railmad  ]ioints  for 
shipment  he  accompanied  herds  to  nearly  all  tfie 
historic  shifiping  points  south  and  north  Me 
made  a trip  to  .\'ew  (Trlean.s,  r.,.'uisiana.  'o  (lal- 
veston  and  ITi.nision.  at  which  latter  place  lie  saw 
maniifacturcd  ice  for  the  first  liine.  and  tri  Haxter 
Springs.  .Xewton.  .Vbilene  and  junctiini  Cit}-, 
Kan.sas,  closing  up  the  Kansas  drives  in  1873. 
This  >ame  year  he  made  a trip  to  Xew-  Aloxico 
with  a bunch  of  fifteen  Itundrcd  cattle,  cross! ng 
the  plains  and  np  the  F'enis  river,  being  frair 
davs  and  nights  vvithont  water  for  the  stock. 

These  few  experiences  only  tcnil  tn  recall  to 
the  mind  ot  the  actual  iiarticipator  even’s  of  an 
exciting  and  oftentimes  dangerous  nature  which 
he  encountered  and  the  mo.st  of  w Inch  is  doomed 
to  remain  unwritten  hi.storv  to  the  .great  judg- 
ment day. 

r>n  leaving  the  range  Air.  Tat  lor  tried  fanning 
for  a year  or  two  and  with  the  means  at  his  corn- 
inand  tiien  engaged  in  the  dnig  business  at  Sipe 
fsprhiiTs,  from  where,  about  four  years  later,  we 
have  c.stalili.shed  him  as  a merchant  in  Clay  conn- 
tv.  He  was  a merchant  in  Charlie  some  seven 
}ears.  met  with  financial  success  and  was  nnallv 
dosed  out  of  business  by  the  loss  of  liis  stock  be 
fire.  He  had  accumulated  a buiicli  of  cattle  dur 
ing-  these  ^ears  and  these  he  .sold  and  invesred 
the  proceeds  in  horses,  engaging  in  the  raising  of 
the  same,  .\fter  the  accumulation  I'.'f  several  hun- 
dred head  of  horses  and  mules  he  tradtd  them  for 
kind  and  then  located  his  family  in  Henrietta. 
In  the  county  seat  he  was  crigagid  in  ilit:  livt  r_\ 
Inisiue.ss  for  three  t ears,  selling  out  to  J.  C>.  (.Tir- 
ti.s  and  since  then  being  actuall}  retired  until  he 
opieruHi.  in  Alarch.  )<t05,  a large  har-.iwarc  aiei 
funiilurc  store. 

1 harlic  L.  Taylor  was  horn  in  Washington 
count}-.  .Missouri,  Xovember  3.  1847,  and  was  a 
son  of  WTlliam  j.  Taylor.  His  father  vias  a 
school  teacher  in  early  life,  hsit  in  middle  h.’e 
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spent  many  year^  i.ui  the  plaiii--  and  on  ilie  w... 't-- 
ern  frontier  looking  -for  ihe  prt-cinu-  nu'tai  and 
seeking  his  fortuui  by  the  pick  and  the  drill. 
He  made  one  trip  to  C'alifomia,  reuirning  by 
iiater,  but  without  much  gold.  He  made  Tvi’ 
irn)'  t>-')  Pike's  Peak  during  the  da\  s of  “<  >n  i-s 
F'ike's  Peak  " and  <.r;  the  last  one  hiin-sclf  ami 
niani  of  hi>  coir.panioi-|s  were  compelled,  by  the 
loss  of  their  cattle,  to  roll  their  whcclharrou' 
laden  with  their  outfit,',  over  a p'lrlioti  of  the- 
once  (ireat  American  Desert  and  to  tlieir  object- 
lee  iM'-int.  .\lthough  he  dug  some  irionet  from 
mother  eanli  on  the-e  variou-  trips.  vk4  enough 
was  gathered  to  reliere  tiu-  trip-  from  the  odium 
of  "failures,"  and  die  year  i8oi  found  him  at 
lioiiie  and  ready  for  other  and  iK-w  er  cXfK  nenci.  s. 

,'\t  the  omlireak  of  the  rebellion  I.Mlliara  J. 
Ta-s  lor  raised  a conipau}  in  Saline  cc'unty,  .,\iis- 
'ouri,  and  staned  to  Fort  Sumicr  with  it.  lie  wa' 
killed  in  battle  at  ArkansB'  .Post  during  the  prog- 
ress of  die  T'edcral  cauniaigii  in  >.tr;u'*-'htcuiiiv  out 
tilings  in  the  souihwest.  He  w a,'  born  in  \ irginia. 
rind  liecanie  identified  -with  Mi.'Siiuri  hen  a 

^illgi<  man.  He  married  Maip  Cooper,  of  tlie 
famous  Cou[ier  familv  from  Keuiuck}  . -who  'C-t- 
t)ed  Cooper  coumv,  A.ns^rinri.  Airs,  Alar}.-  Hi}  h,>r 
ilietl  in  1857,  The  faiiiil}  of  AX'illiam  J.  :uu1  Alary 
Tavlor  consisted  of  F.  W’..  who  tva.'  killed  by  the 
Rangers  in  Texa.'  in  1877:  Alari  FI.,  wife  of  W. 
1£.  eriK'-n.  of  C'isco,  Tex?.;- : Charlie  1,..  and 
Temiic.  deceased. 

.At  alx'Ut  ten  '.-lars  of  age  Air.  Tavlor,  our  suh- 
iect,  began  contributing  to  liis  own  niaimenancc. 
Ho  -wiirked  from  place  to  place  and  did  hi'  he-st 
w ith  the  limited  mental  and  other  training  lie  had 
had.  Wlicn  lie  had  fiinsheif  liis  career  a-  a cow - 
bo}-  and  had  launclied  fair!}  in  a stable  lu.isiness 
be  married.  This  etviit  in  hi,'  life  occurred  in 
Sipe  .Spring'  in  18711.  hi.s  wife  being  Gertie  A, 
I’crc.ifild.  The- ehildrcn  are:  C'laudie.  who  i.h\-,l 

at  the  ag'e  of  twenU  tears;  Louie,  who  tiled 
}(':auig,  and  Charlie  T...  Jr.,  iieiw  thirteen  years  tpf 
a.ge. 

.Mr.  Ta_\kir  is  a lifelong  Democrat,  hut  politics 
lias  not  been  one  of  the  tieUL  of  his  acliiete- 
menis.  and.  heyoiiil  -d-ie  act  ..f  \oting.  he  lias  had 
little  uiteie't  in  it.  Twent}-five  wars  ag..  he 
joined  the  'three-link  " fellows,  and  the  work  of 
the  snhordinate  degree  lirt.s  jirovided  him  with 
his  lenowledgr  of  < >dd  Fellow  'hip>, 

til''.(>KGF,  (J,  Me'it.'WX,  a piruminent  aiior- 
ne\  of  l-'ori  Worth  an.]  wi-h  known  through.uit 
his  coiumunii} . w as  he.rn  in  St.  t'harlcs  comn-s , 
Missouri,  lie  ‘o  a m>ii  of  Judge  D,  T.  Mel  .own, 
a,  native  i f the  tpl-d  Dominion  <tate  of  \'irgini,-i, 
hnr  at  .he  age  of  five  p ears  '.ia>  in  ought  hv  lii' 
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• Danii  l Mr(j..\vn,  U.  AJis^diirs.  the  family 

:•  V ill  St.  C'narles  cc-umy.  and  tijcre  Danit  t 

.'J:  t 'OciU  the  rcm.'iindiT  ‘>f  his  life,  dying' 
;!u  -:ge  ‘if  niihitv-tive  tear',  an  old  and  greatly 
V , ii.-i  ‘>f  the  countv.  His  son  there 

ty ‘li  ' ears  of  maturil)  and  in  1S5C)  was  mar- 
i'u  . u Mi>'  dgiic.'  ‘lra\'.  In  )8;'0  the  familv 
\ . ‘ ' Miiidiwcsi:  Missuiiri,  locating  at  (rt-ld 

i i It-, . Ih-n-'n  r<‘ii!Uv,  where  lie  became  a -snb- 
.si!!!  iir-'inpiiis  farnu.r.  vtidl  known  in 
.:  ‘osi!;;-  and  for  many  tears  its  judge.  A te\v 

••‘SI-!  ii;.  |si,]  a;,i<le  the  active  cares  of  hiibi- 
s^.  l)f,  s-nd  joined  his  son  (dcorge  in  Texas, 
r.y,  I'S.sk:.  their  home  in  .Vorth  Fort  Wi.rtli, 
when,-  Judge  .\IcCown  has  I'roj.K’rty  interests. 

'n.'-rge  ij.  .Metiown  sjKiir  the  (i.arl)  years  of 
hi-  liic  ot;  a fartii,  receiving  liis  tlen'ieiuary 
i six's, n-.iiuil  traiiiiiig'  in  tlic  ‘•■ninlry  sclK.e-ls. 
I.c.triiiii.u  the  nicrcamiU'  business  lie  went  to  Wel- 
’bsyiisn.  Kansas,  where  for  tea  stars  lie  was  suc- 
;-i -.'fully  engagcsl  in  thai  (*ccupalion,  hut  afltr 
his  ‘‘  inoval  to  f'<'rt  Worth  in  i8‘f2  lie  decided  to 
t;d-'e  up  tils'  l‘.'gs-s!  profession,  and  aC'.tordiiigh 
l -.'g;iii  his  law  siudies  in  tile  C’iTice  c-f  judge  Wd  S. 
1-xse's  Since  bis  inlmis.sion  to  tlie  bar  he  has 
c-‘  .‘‘iiic'.ed  a MU'Cc-sstul  ami  coutinuaHy  grt.iwing 
prSiCiict  in  Ifr;  ^\'o^t!(,  and  from  iln-  hegiiiiimg 
(M  his  ji;'sife-"i“nal  cara  r Ik  has  made  a -pecial- 
ty  ‘ ‘f  ixuik'i'.ig  !,'i\v  and  e.oniniercial  and  ctn'poration 
posetice  in  vhicl'i  lu;  has  rtached  eminent  sue- 
C‘ •>  im;i  i-  -c-'-nsidered  an.  aiiihurity  on  Ihesc 
lii'anclic.s  ;it  the  Fort  W orth  bar.  Ik-iieving  that 
U;is  t.'S  an  agt  of  ;]'.ecia!izati'>n,  he  hsss  limite-i 
his,  i>raetice  to  suds,  avid  a 'large  dietitage  ha:- 
Ik','!!  V'.Hic.hssaKd  him.  Since  July  , 1904,  he  ha-s 
c.i'i'ud  sm  hsistjies^  under  the  firm  name  fd  iUc- 
dowi!  & W sule.  .Mr.  V'.’afir  having  been  admitted 
tnu!  ‘h‘.  iint!  at  thru  rinic,  and  thev  have 
i iiidsomc  ;md  commodious  offices  in  the  new 
Ks;'!‘o!‘[s  ‘mildiiig.  In  sid.liti.sn  !<>  his  legal  [<rac- 
ucs'  .\ir.  .tlefiown  ha.s  td.s-.i  been  iileistificd  vciih  a 
i;-'i‘,i  ‘ i-  “f  <:■  u-jiorntioio  am!  business  firms  c.f  this 
■.  .1  ‘ , !“  iiie  ih-c  genersi!  attornev  i‘>r  th-c  Dallas'  and 
!“i't  ’\v  “i -li  ( rediis  .Men'.-.  .A'ssoeunion.-  and  itian- 
a-r  .,{  ihiir  s.dju^tmem  hnrean,  lie  is  also  a 
SMS'  cn>r  of  :n)d  ;itt‘>ni;-y  fui  the  firm  s;-^  F.  ft. 
t .‘''  .pheil  -&  t 'onij'.triy,  maiuifacUir'crs  of  wind- 
1 -H  - gsu'diue  engines,  water  jiijHs,  etc.  ; als'S 
s :v-  .'Utoniey  tor  a unml'a-r  of  the  k.-cal 
ii-“!  i’ng  .‘tid  loan  asMiet.itions  ; and  w sis  one  of 
etiSiiU  i'  ostodH  rs  and  organizers  of  the  I'uited 
1'  i.H  V -.ten!  Xs  'ociation  and  lias  had  charge  of  ii> 
leg  li  He-  last-;  i“r  Sonic  time. 

...ii  .\ic<  lO'.'.'ii  nianied  .Mis,-  Ftoi'a  ,k.  Fierce, 

l!“  o V v i'is.tg  lidug  eeiehralid  in  Wichita.  Kan 
so  . ; no.  ttiv'.  h;tvs-  liireo  sons, — Ihirrv,  t irover 
t ■ .es'i  meofL'e  ( J..  Jr.  .Mr.  \lc(io\vu  is  a deact'it 


in  the  Ilroadway  Fresbyterian  church,  in  which 
he  is  an  active  worker  and  liberal  sufiportcr.  In 
hi.s  fraternal  aftiliations  he  is  a irieniber  of  the 
Independent  (i>rder  of  Odd  Fellows,  in  which 
lie  has  filled  all  c>f  the  offices.  Wherever  known 
lie  is  held  in  high  regard,  and  thc'se  who  know 
him  best  are  luiniliered  among  his  warmest 
friends. 

GE«..vRGE  JiW  IIRAZEAL.  The  rural  devel- 
‘.•pmenr  of  " 1 en  ?v[ile"  jirairie,  in  Jack  county, 
aiui  tlie  proTiioii-on  c»f  the  suhslaiuial  intcre-sts  of 
agriculture  in  the  same  comnutnity  have  had  an 
active  ally  in  the  person  of  George  W.  Rrareal, 
'.vli'vse  niune  introduces  this  particular  article. 
For  the  fiast  tv.-s-nty-one  years  he  has  been  con- 
nected with  agrarian  affairs  in  tlii.s,  one  of  the 
most  fawtred  spots  tif  nough  and  rugged  Jack, aiul 
the  eff'iris  of  himself  and  his  twin  hrotlier,  v. h<‘ 
has  been  equally  active  and  progressive,  have 
brought  a naked  arrl  untamed  tract  of  land  into 
the  union  of  hc>mesteads,  a beautiful  and  produc- 
tive farm  with  ample  aiul  sulislantial  imjirove- 
nieuts  and  with  an  area  of  a baronial  estate. 

I ieorge  and  Wdllis  Brazeal  were  born  in  Gray  - 
son cotmtt  , Texas,  December  23,  1807.  and  vverc 
sons  ‘.‘f  ilen.ry  Fmazea!,  who  settled  there  before 
the  t'ivil  W ar  aii‘1  owned  a farm  near  Filot  iVint. 
upon  which  lie  died  in  i8t>8,  at  about  thirty-five 
years  ‘of  age.  The  father  was  a Confcder.ate  st'l- 
dier  during  the  conllia  between  the  states,  and 
as  -1  tiller  of  the  .soil  carried  on  business  some- 
what extensively  for  his  dtay.  He  came  to  Texas 
from  Tennessee  a single  man  and  married  in 
Graysc'-n  county,  .Sarah,  a daughter  of  G.  Wash. 
Lemons,  wlio  bore  liim  George  \V.  and  llenrv 
W..  t’vvin  sons  and  the  subjects  of  this  .sketch, 
rite  paternal  grandfather  of  our  subjects  was- 
Henry  Rrazeal,  who  pas.sed  away  in  Grayson 
county  at.  a rijie  old  age,  and  the  inaterrial  grand- 
sire  was  George  W.  Lemons,  who  was  a Missouri 
.settler  to  Gr.?.yson  county  and  in  Missouri  hi.s 
daughter  .Sarah  was  born.  Some  years  siilisc- 
qiicnt  to  her  first  husband’s  death  Mrs.  Brazeal 
married  Jesse  L.  Craig,  once  a prominent  citi- 
zen ,'md  farmer  of  n'Orthern  Jack  ctjunty,  and 
ilii-s  tiiiion  was  prcMinctive  of  children  as  follows; 
j“hn  of  tlrecr  count  v,  tJklahoina,  and  Janies 
E.,  of  Hale  cminty.  Texa.s.  The  mother  of  these 
children  ]).ass..-i  to  rest  near  the  home  of  our  .sub- 
jects‘in 

rite  bniilicrs  <■?  this  notice  have  passed  their 
lives  I Nchisivelv  as  {arniers,  being  brought  up 
an>l  instrueted  by  a sy lui'ialhetic  stej>-falher  am! 
hv  a kind  and  loving  motlier.  Tlieir  educations 
were  looked  after  by  tbe  masters  C'f  the  country' 
.scIkhiI  11, -ar  by  and  at  seventeen  years  of  age  they 
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accompanied  the  faniil\  into  lack  count},  ( in 
reaching  their  iiiajoritie>  father  Craig  gave  each 
a horse,  ten  head  of  cattie  and  all  the  goud-vvill 
he  pos.sesscd,  and  they  set  about  at  farming  a.s 
tenants  and  worked  occasionally  for  wages  and 
iiumedialel}  started  up  ihc  long  and  stonv  incline 
tr>  success.  On  binnng  the  nucleus  of  their 
"lo-milo"  farm  they  contracted  for  two  huii- 
dre<l  acres,  built  a bo.v  shant}  for  tlicir  fainilie.s 
and  began  to  grub,  (iencral  farrniiig  )iehicd 
ilieni  profits  from  year  to  year  and  farm  ini]*r(>\'e- 
meiits  and  further  farm  decelojimoil  was  con- 
.stautl}'  carried  on.  The  farm  lioundaries  were 
e-'ciended  to  include  ether  lands  and  the}  mnv 
own  a IkxIv  of  five  hundred  acres,  a beautiful 
landscape  and  an  ideal  ]>lace  for  a couTilrv  sea?. 

.Ajiril  15.  1801,  George  \V.  Brazciil  was  first 
married,  his  wife  being  f.aura  O.  i-'acer,  who 
(lied  in  1892  leaving'  a daugiiter,  Jes'-i?'  A.  Juut: 
14,  Mr.  llrazeal  married  lifUe  .\lav  joncs, 

a daughter  of  Tliomas  Ji.aies,  wlio  diei.l  in  Jtdui- 
stni  county,  Texas,  whore  Airs.  Ilrazeal  was  l>orn 
in  the  raontli  of  Julv,  18.S8.  AVealth}  Jewell,  a 
little  daughter,,  is  the  result  of  this  marriage. 

Henry  VN'.  Brazerii  was  united  in  marriage  to 
.VU.'S  .Mattie  haver,  ;md  ha.s  seven  children.  The 
ImOiers  are  not  intereste?]  in  ptilitirs  beyond  the 
exprossii.m  of  their  will  at  the  pulls,  and  on  na- 
tional questions  this  expression  is  always  Demo- 
cratic. 

JOSEPH  A'l.  lTKXr)ERSO.’S!  is  numbered 
amtmg  the  iKtnored  dead  of  Tarrant  count}',  d(“- 
parting  this  life  .'uigust  31.  Death  often 

removes  from  our  rnid.st  men  whtini  we  can  ill 
.'iflMrd  to  lose,  men  who  have  been  active  in  af- 
fairs of  life  that  contribute  to-  individual  .suc- 
cess and  to  the  public  prosperiu  and  devdo]»- 
iik-nt  as  well.  Isucli  a one  was  Mr.  Hendersi.)u, 
W'hi'pse  "ivork  in  behalf  of  his  a.prninunitv  was  far 
reaching  and  beneficial  and  who  in  public  service 
and  private  life  was  .always  loyal  to  iho.se  prin- 
ciples which  make  for  upriglimess  and  honor 
in  man's  relation.-^  with  his  fellow  men. 

-A  native  of  Tennessee,  -Mr.  Henderson  was 
born  in  Bradley  county,  cjii  the  21st  of  A'larcli. 
1841,  his  jiarents  lieing  William  and  Serena 
( \A  are)  Hcndcrsc>n,  the  fe<nner  a native  of  \ ir- 
ginia  and  the  latter  of  Tennessee.  The  father 
was  a farmer  and  slave  owner  and  about  1845 
went  with  hi.s  family  to  Missfniri.  establishing 
his  home  in  C(.x)pt?r  county.  He  wa.s  n(4  long 
permitted  to  enjoy  his  new  home,  liowcver,  for  he 
passed  away  there  on  the  8tli  of  .August.  1846: 
His  widow  afterward  married  again  and  her 
sec?md  hu.sband  died  while  cn  route  to  California 
in  1849.  1*1  I’he  came  with  her  children 


to  Te.x.as,  (-.tahlishing  her  honi'C  near  the  pres- 
ent site  of  Birdviile.  She  was  a <laughtcr  (>f 
John  M’.arc,  also  a native  of  TtuiiieSsee  and  lie, 
too,  ?iieil  in  .Missonri.  Mrs.  Ware  and  iu,-r  fatni  - 
1}  came  ici  Te.vas  in  1851  with  the  Heiider.-on 
family  and  others,  settling  iii  Tarrant  ?:ounr% 
where  she  passeti  awat'  in  181A3,  being  at  .that 
time  survived  by  a son  and  four  danght.er.s: 
.Margaret.  Samuel.  Alary,  Xancy  and  Serena.  .Tii 
tlie  IlenilersoR  hunily  were  si.x  cliildren.  namely; 
Jpilm  E..  who  was  killed  at  the  battle  of  Alan.s- 
field  ; Marv  J..  wlio  died  at  thi-  age  of  eighiteen 
vear.s : Jo.s<,‘pl!  AI. ; Emil}  the  widow  of  John 
.Acres:  Williatn  C,  a fanner  and  .stock  dealer 
of  Tarrant  county ; and  S.'irali,  tb.e  wife  of  Jarnc.s 
Uardcsly.  of  Fort  AA'orth. 

Having  crane  to  Te.xas  A!.r.s.  Henderson  [-ur- 
ebap-ed  three  hundre<l  and  twenty  acres  of  ytrairie 
land  and  upi.?n  that  farm  she  spent  her  remaining 
cl.'-ivs,  passing  away  Sejireriiber  3,  i88n.  She  held 
membership  in  the  Cumberland  .Pre.sbvtcrian 
church  and  'was  a lady  of  .splendid  traits  r,f  diar- 
acler,  <l.ot'lc:il  t-.t  her  family,  genial  and  kindly 
in  liLi'  lelaiions  with  friends  and  at  all  titue.s  true 
to  her  firofessions  as  a member  of  the  church. 

loseph  Af,  Tlfiiderson  was  a young  man  w h-.-ti 
he  came  with  his  mother  and  grandmother  and 
their  I'c.sfiective  families  to  Texas.  I.pon  tlie 
home  farm  near  Birdviile  he  was  reared  and  as 
he  wa.s  the  f-ldesl  son  he  early  ha<i  to  assume 
gre.at  rcs[H)nsibilitics  in  comiectii.sn  with  ihc 
fann  ansi  the  rearing  of  lltc  tounger  chil- 
dren of  the  household.  He  attained  his  maj'  ri- 
tt'  in  Tarrant  oitmt}'  and  was  truly  a self  educat- 
ed anil  self  made  man.  A’ery  ambilious,  however, 
not  onlv  to  attain  worblly  -.ucccss  but  also  to 
broaiien  bis  knowledge,  he  added  continuously 
10  his  information  tlirf;ugh  reridirtg.  invc.stigation 
and  observation  ai'td  beciirne  w'ell  infsinneil  on 
tC'pics  c>f  general  interest.  He  alwat  s devoted  lii.s 
life  to  agricultural  pursuits,  in  which  he  [in'is- 
[)cre?l  both  a--  a tiller  of  the  .soil  ami  .'is  a .stock 
dealer.  For  a iiumbcr  of  years  he  gave  hi.s  at- 
leuiiou  I'l  regi.stered  stuck  ami  wa.s  .iiie  of  the- 
b'ading  pronn.iters  of  tlii.--  indu-'try  iti  liis  sec- 
tion Cii  the  state.  I-ollowing  the  ?.lealh  cif  his 
mother  lic  purchased  tin.  inter?‘--t  of  the  oilier 
heirs  in  ihe  old  home  property  and  a.s  his  finan- 
cial rc.soiirces  incrca.sed  he  wisel}  imesteil  his 
money  in  other  tracts  until  his  holdings  were  al- 
most two  ihou.saiid  acre.s.  ihe  soil  wa.s  black 
and  alluvial  and  the  entire  farm  was  under  fence, 
three  hundred  acres  being  highi}  cultivated, 
w'liile  the  remaimler  v\as  used  fur  range  ]'ur- 
|X‘iscs.  He  rented  much  of  hi.s  cultivated  laud, 
while  his  attention  was  given  more  exclusively 
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ti-  I'u  s;:-rk  and  iii  rai>in^'  butli  cauk 

-a  a-na  s iu:  iiicanic  a--  li  knfavn. 
aka  ' ! ndar-aii)  siot  or-iy  slK'(.'t^^E!ily  and  ex- 
! CiiM'.  ia  ■■ an<]  stock -raiaiiiy; 
i '.i.T  .-aa  k:;.  ako  iigurcd  prominently  in  piikhc 
ana  : ■ 'iu.  cvnu;,  ami  for  r.vo  unna  t>r  fonr 
a a.i  a->  faniii!)'  sheriff,  discharging  his 
d ;Oa':-.  O'dr-ai  fi;;U'  OI  fitVOr.  lit;  made  a ITJxst 

ialii'.iO  ,;!i  i efr'icient  cifficer,  uimting'  high  tn- 
from  all  law-abeling  ciiizvais.  He  like- 
-a-  ^c; 'O  o f,  ,r  four  s ears  as  tax  collector  of 
the  ancl  no  jHiblic  trusT  n.|xoed  in  him 

sv.'i  ' •.  < r l>ct rayed  in  the  slighu.st  degree. 

oi  tie-  nnu:  or  t1)c  Civil  kVar  Mr,  i iendcrscin 
cs|.  itise.i  the  cause  of  rhe  Cxnfederacy  and  in 
Ji'h  tS6c.  enlisted  in  Green's  brigade  of  Waller's 
beikihojj,  vthkh  teas  resigned  ro  the  Trans-Mis- 
,sis;,ipp!  iicpartmtnt  arnl  he  svrve  l theretvitli  until 
the  eessatioH  of  Ivssriliiies.  having  in  the  mean- 
time r><>r‘ iei paled  in  some  noth'  contested  etigage- 
mciVo  atid  nianv  .~kirmi,shes,  ilc  went  \\ith 
Ihink^  o|;  tj-n-  Rivt-r  campaign  and  in  the 

last  baule  al  Ilat'Oii  was  wounded  in  the 

iTiomi'i  l.>v  a niinit:  hall,  wiiereliy  Ik  lost  five  oS 
his  teeth,  wiiih-  his  jaw  bone  was  brol-nn.  That 
baii.  as  a souvenir  of.  hi.s  niiliiarj'  experience,  is 
still  in  the  family.  .Being  thus  'ii>;d)led.  he  was 
granied  a furlough  and  ret.nnud  home  but  at 
the  end  nj  two  months,  Iiaving  recovered  from 
his  iniurics.  he  rejoined  his  conunaricl  anil  was 
ViU.li  hi.s  regiment  on  the  Lower  Brazos  at  tlie 
ti:ne  of  the  close  of  the  war.  TluTe  the  regi- 
men! .hsbaiiilcd  and  he  rclttmcd  home. 

( hi  ih.e  is!  of  .\prii,  r<S88.  Mr.  Henderson  was 
imiledi  in  marriage  to  I-.hie  J.  Jewell,  a n.a- 
ii'ce-  of  rcirktr  coumy.  Texas,  born  in  !S(>5  and 
a d.'itig'ihcr  .if  liirarn  C,  ami  ,\nu  (ITince)  Jew- 
clL  ;i!c  fornier  a native  tU  Tennessee.  He  came 
to  i ..s''.vis  !i!  iH,|S.  settling  first  in  L.unar  eenimy 
and  resi.Ud  ru!!seetitivcl}-  iii  Gniiscn,  I'e.lHn, 
liiH.  Ihu'ker  and  1'arram  eounlies.  Me  and  his 
wife  .ire  liow  rt‘si<k‘iii«  ot  I'ort  Worth.  Mr.  Jew- 
ed la  i;ig  in  the  eighty-firs!  jear  of  Ins  age.  He 
w;e  ojie  ;d  till'  pirtiieer  seUlers  of  'Isis  part  of  the 
sit'o  and  Ins  worth  was  widely  aekitow  Wdged 
io  r.-rwiii  of  ills  eifeUis'e  aid  whi<di  iu'  rendered 
m die  suhsiaiiiia!  de'.  <h<!p!ue!!l  of  this  itari  of  the 
'ire-  'bn.;  Mr.  and  ,\lrs.  HendereO!!  wereltorn 
O'  . Ciih'n  n,  Modeuia  S,.  whose  birth  oea.trved 
i ; V aw  iSHo:  asnl  Ifobert  \\  ..  whi > was 
1 : s:  i i )i-w  :eh<  r i i . )8oi . 

oi  hi.  iminical  views  Mr.  Ueitiktsim  was  a 
'■eO'h  i tena-i'nii  ait:!,  keeping  w<il  informed 
f om  i-iHir.e  Ua-  issues  ot  the  liav.  was  able  to 
snOi'"i"  hi;  ;;o:hm,n  iw  iinel!igein  argnntcut.  lie 
w ..  wrommeii!  in  vire'oiin,  luiving  hikcn  the  dc- 
g;  s oi  o'c  R<w,u  .to  h CiwiiUT  ;Uid  the  Knight 


Icmplar  (..ioinmanderj-  at  Fort  M'eirth  an<.l  his 
life  was  ill  liarmouy  wiili  the  teachin.gs  of  the 
craft,  wiiieli  is  liased  upon  mutual  helpfulness 
atul  hroiherlj  kindness.  lUr.  Ileiulerson  was  a 
■rlevoted  .iiernber  of  the  Bapti.st  cluirch  of  Fort 
Wortli,  while  his  wife  holds  niembcrslii])  in  the 
Meih'xlist  church.  He  favored  iritellectua!  and 
m-oral  preigress  as  'well  a.s  the  material  develop- 
ment of  his  county  and  was  a inan  universally 
respected  and  honored  by  all  who  knew  him  be- 
cause of  his  allegiance  t<i  |>rinciplcs  of  upriglit- 
uviss  and  integrity.  He  never  falters  in  his  sup- 
port of  :iu)’  caa.se  which  he  believes  to  be  right, 
and  wliile  he  pro.spereil  iji  his  bn.sines.s  undertak- 
ings and  helil  friendshi]j  inviolable  hi.s  best  traits 
of  character  were  reserved  for  his  own  hom<>  and 
his  family,  hi.s  interests  centering  in  his  house- 
hold, 

F.  HE.\TH.  Mcmlague  county 
has  been  the  hotne  of  Samuel  F.  Heath  since 
.VugnsT  ot  the  cenleunial  year,  when  he  estab- 
lished hinrself  within  three  miles  of  hi.s  present 
location,  in  clo.sc  proximitj  to  the  far-f,inied 
Oneen's  Beak.  Hi.s  activities  .die  past  thirty 
years  have  been  dispilayed  in  the  varied  interests 
of  tile  farm  and  stock  and  while  lii.s  efforts  have 
redounded  to  his  perscmai  welfare  Itis  couitly’s 
good  has  also  bceii  served  and  it  is  of  the  lives 
of  such  tliat  it  is  the  province  of  this  work  to 
cornu  icmi.>rate. 

riie  Kni])ire  state  of  i\.Iis.souri  furnished  many 
of  her  liard}'  citizcn.s  to  settle  the  frontier  of  the 
l.tine  Star  state,  and  lU.r.  Heath  among  the  mnn- 
'tH.-r'.  1 hi,-  niecca  of  rpen  range  and  cheap  homes, 
tittracieii  liirri  hither  and  he  ha.s  passed  his  yeans 
here  ratlier  as  a fanner  than  as  a stockman, 
.Stock-farming'  exjiresses  the  situation  more  ac- 
curately and  a.s  -uch  hi.s  sticcess  is  measured  by 
substantial  re.-ults, 

M.'uion  county.  Missouri,  i.s  Mr.  Heath's  na- 
tive place  anil  hi.s  birth  occurred  i)cto!,ier  15. 184.3. 
His  fatlier,  Richard  F.  Heath,  was  an  earke  set- 
tler oi  that  comity  from  \'irginia,  was  a farmer 
and  died  in  184.3.  The  Uxtter  married  Rnchel 
Kincaid,  a .M.ussouri  ladj',  who  passed  away  in 
iKyS'  *he  motlur  of  John  K..  <*f  .Marion  county, 
Mi>soui  i.  and  Samuel  F.  ' 

'1  he  respon.silfility  of  partially  rearing  Saiuud 
1 . Heath  devolved  upon  his  near  relatives,  for 
he  was  left  an  orjihan  a!  the  a.ge  of  twelve  years, 
kamstid  education  was  all  that  wa.s  in  store  for 
hnri  .and  bctcin.  he  attained  his  majorit)’  he  was 
inaking  his  maiden  effort  in  life's  battle  as  a farm 
hand  at  twentv-five  cents  a day.  For  several 
t ears  he  followed  common  labor  t-rs  a wage-work- 
er and  before  tlte  termiiiation  of  his  career  as 
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such  he  eiilcred  the  army  of  tlie  Confederate  gov- 
cnmicnt,  then  in  conflict  with  the  Unire<i  States, 
and  saw  about  tw<>  years  (if  military  duty  in  the 
state  I'lf  his  itirth. 

His  eniisuiH'iit  in  Col.  Porter's  regiment  oc- 
curred in  in  August',  and  was  in  “Pap'' 

rricc’s  arniv.  His  initiation  into  real  serious 
warfare  occurred  at  the  battle  of  Newark,  Mis- 
souri, and  following  this  came  Kirksville,  Palmy- 
ra end  a fiasco  hy  another  name  in  the  same  state. 
His  conunand  (lisbanded  when  events  puinlcd 
strongly  timard  the  eventual  success  <:<f  federal 
arms  and  Mr.  Heath  again  welcomed  the  scenes 
of  the  farm, 

Tn  1865  Mr.  Heath  joined  a company  made  up 
in  liis  county  to  go  to  the  Pacific  coast.  They 
cro.s-ed  the  Mi.ssonri  river  at  Ncliraska  City, 
went  up  the  South  Platte  to  Fremont's  Orchard, 
cros<'ed  over  to  tlie  Xonli  Plalie  and 
down  tlirough  the  Hitter  Creek  country  in 
\\  yoming  and  over  into  Idaho  to  I'oi.se 
and  thence  to  the  Columbia  river  at  I'he 
Dalles  and  down  the-  river  tc.i  Portland. 
Discourageil  by  niontlis  of  sickness  in  Ore- 
gon Mr.  .Heatli  returned  to  Idalio  in  the  spring 
of  1866,  where,  in  companc  with  I’ayne  and 
Du.ster,  he  ran  a jtack  train  betvvec-n  Levviston  and 
Helena.  In  the  fall  of  i8f/i  he  sold  his  interest 
in  this  crude  overland  freight  transprirtation  com- 
pany, took  a boat  at  Fort  llenton  on  the  iMissouri 
river  and  di.^emharked  at  Sioux  City  and  made 
his  way  home. 

Once  more  in  his  old  haunts  Mr.  Heath  re- 
sumed farming  and  continued  it  witli  fair  sncces.s 
until  his  departure  for  Texas  in  the  fall  of  1875. 
He  reached  tlte  state  in  November  and  stopped  in 
Gray.son  cemnty  until  tXugust,  J876,  when  be  in- 
troduced himself  and  small  family  to  the  fevi' 
neighlKirs  about  Queen's  Peak,  in  l\Iontague 
coiintv.  He  ourcha.sed  a new  farm  of  one  lum- 
drccl  seventy-seven  and  three-quarters  acres  soon 
after  his  arrival,  which  he  sub.sTaiitiallv  imi>rcived 
an<l  where  he  makes  his  home.  As  prosj>erity  lias 
ju.stined  he  has  increased  his  landed  doniinion.s 
by  successive  purchases  until  be  owns  433  acres, 
a farm  ample  and  sufficient  for  his  future  do- 
mestic needs. 

February  14,  1867,  i\Ir.  Heath  married  Idzzie, 
a daughter  of  A.  .11.  and  -\ndn;>  (Barnett) 
Kincaid,  who  was  one  of  seven  children  in  her 
parents’  family.  In  1887,  i\frs.  Heath  died  leav- 
ing children;  Samuel,  of  Mcl.oud,  ( tklahoma, 
married  to  .Alice  Chnsman  and  has  children. 
M3Ttle  L.,  Horner  W.,  John  P..  and  Andro  Mat'; 
Ann  Rachel,  wife  of  Thomas  Heath,  of  Jack 
county;  Rev'.  J.  O.,  Washington  state,  and  Liz- 
zie K.  Angu.st  31.  1891,  Mr.  Heath  married 


( 'ora  B.  Pre-swood,  a daughter  i.n'  lc>.-cph  \’an- 
V iicter  aiKi  nidi.iw  of  ,\tistin  Bn-s.-wood,  .Mr. 
\’aii\  acter  was  a \’irginian  hui  came  lo  Te.eas 
from  Missouri,  in  which  .^tatc  Airs.  Heath  was 
bom  July  13,  1805.  The  Is.-ue  of  thi>  mriois  .ire: 
X'ira  Re-llc,  ITenniue  tf..  Xonnaii,  Thelma  B., 
and  Arvdle  T. 

Mr.  Fleath  is  a plain  citizen  with  honest  crui- 
victions  wlio.  on  questions  of  public  i.iolicy  on 
national  is.su es.  es|x>uses  the  cause  <>f  ifenvx'rac} 
and  in  -](iritual  mailers  he  ladds  to  rhe  Alis^ion- 
ary  Bapiisi  faith. 

WILL  A.  MILLER.  JR.,  is  a foremost  young 
bus.ines.s  man  and  public-spirited  citizen  of  Ama- 
rillo. As  manager  of  tlie  Vv'ill  A,  .Miller  Land 
Company  at  tliis  j«!ace  he  has  been  an  eflf  ctiw 
factor  in  {iromoting  jiernianent  immigTation  to 
this  seetkin  of  the  state  and  developing  it  as  a 
great  farming  and  stock-raising"  region.  The  Will 
A.  Miller  Land  Company  was  founded  by  Air. 
.Miller's  fatlier,  Will  .A,  Miller.  Sr.,  wlio  wa.s  one 
of  the  lemiing  bu.sines^  men  of  I.)ecaTur.  \Vi.se 
c<»nnty,  this  state,  for  tv,  enty-j,cven  years,  and  a 
well  known  and  honored  t.xmfederatc  veteran. 
Captain  Miller  was  born  at  Alonroe,  Louisiana, 
ill  1842.  and  in  18C1  enlisted  at  that  [ilace  as  an 
artillerwnan.  giiing  om  as  a sergeant  and  after- 
ward being  promoted  to  the  command  of  a hat- 
ter\-  of  artillery.  It  is  notable  tliat  he  opened  the 
great  battle  of  Shiloh,  cm  the  part  of  ilie  Confed- 
erates, by  firing  the  first  shot  from  artillery.  He 
wa.s  in  a niimher  of  the  great  battles  of  the  war, 
and  won  distinction  In'  his  servnee.  Ftir  some 
time  after  the  war  he  Heed  at  Texarkaita.  Arkan- 
sas, and  in  1876  came  to  Texas  and  located  at 
Decatur,  whicli  remained  his  home  until  -April. 
11)05, 

In  t88t  he  .started  in  the  real  estate  bu.sine.ss 
there,  making  a specialt}  of  ranch  and  cattle 
laniis.  About  1884  the  M'ill  A.  Alillcr  Land 
Cdmjianv  wa.s  organized,  which  is  now  owned 
by  himself  and  his  siwis,  Will  A.  and  Stuart,  the 
latter  managing  the  Shamrock  office.  The  land 
transactions  arc  now  carried  on  at  the  Amarillo 
office,  of  which  Will  .A.  Alillcr,  Jr.,  has  charge. 
Several  years  agci  this  compani'  wa.s  made  the 
irnniigration  agent  of  the  Fon  Worth,  and  Den- 
ver Railwmv’,  and  in  that  capacity  the  company's 
operations  have  followed  the  rc>ad  from  Fort 
to  Texlinc ; and  they  have  gradiialh' 
opened  the  country  toward  the  northwest  and 
promoteil  tlie  n^ro'vvth  .'irid  develojinient  of  all  tlie 
towns  and  surrounding  country  on  that  line.  Be- 
sides the  large  interests  which  they  represent  as 
agents,  the  Millers  have  large  pre>pertics  of  their 
own,  among  which  is  a fine  ranch  in  -Archer 
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;ir;'i  I’su'  in  county,  >ixtron  !vnk‘s 

V-  ;. it  of  -\rnttriiIo.  '!  i,...  L'.rgc  businc‘.:^  transacted 
Ir  i.Ih  C‘inij;any  nia}  la-  hetn-r  understood  from 
a !.-,v  aoere..  concerinny'  llicir  recent  operations. 
;ii  il;-  ' ear  i - >1  thev  sold  at  the  .\iTiarillo  office 
a uiiiidni  and  a ijuartcr  .icres  of  Panhandle 
hin  K.  and  during''  tiK'  tiist  eitrhi  montlis  of  the 
' ua  tiieir  sale.-  totaled  a mil!it.'n  acres.  They 
i;.;,  ■ mads  a ‘p..-r)rdr\  of  scHinq'  the  lands  of 
di.  n.  1,.  X.  and  L,  S.  ranches,  \\hicli  are 

0 -a  iO  ihc  pn.ces:-  or  -lisision  into  sniall  stock 

fsoo'.  The  1,,  X.  ru!H'h  Hi  > in  Randali  and  Potter 
c.anuies.  and  <it  die  time  it  \^as  put  on  the  market 
ii  itine  luntdted  and  eittlueen  sections  of 

i-  o I.  The  1.,  S.  ruich  H'.-s  in  .['oiter-and  (.)ldhani 
: -1  ;n:>e.-,  is  almost  ;ss  !aro<;.  and  has  all  licen  sold, 

i aptain  olilier  \v:;s  a matt  of  ttiucit  influence 

I leeautf.  mnl  for  several  year  he  \vas  lionc-red 
h\  .;!  eti-it!  to  the  office  of  cicrk  of  tile  countv 
a-ii]  dtstrict  cottrls  there.  If  is  wife's  maiden 
much  was  !■  iimta  \\’lici.st(>ne.  and  she  was  brirn 
luar  Shreveport,  l.ouisiana.  their  marriage  being 
c<';.-brtue!!  (hiritiic  die  progress  of  the  Civil  War. 
I'_  ii,;m  H\-iny  at  .Attuirillo  and  is  cme  of  the 
juvyri^dv-  citittctis  of  iliis  city. 

Wilt  \.  .'vliHi.r.  jr..  was  I.KU-n  at  Tetxarkana. 
\rk;i.is;;s,  .May  14,  187-.  and  was  reare-i  and  rc- 
•’..•ivt-'i  his  ; lucatuni  tu  1 >ccalur.  Texas..  He  af- 
terward .'tit-lied  law  in  the  law  departnit-nt  wf  the 

1 m.:;:s  >i  'Ue  1.  ni^■er,s!ty  at  \ustiii,  where  he  was 
gra-titated  in  tSiii,  lie  has  ncv«.T  pnacticed  cx- 
'.pi  in  eoiinm'tion  wiili  tlu'  compant's  tni.siness. 
tut'l  IS  the  eonip.uiy's  tittorikm  and  ConuttCs  his 
iep  O .York  '•)  the  same.  He  came  to  Ainarillo  to 
fstaidtsii  tlh,  tdlice  of  the  kind  company  in  i8cKt 
mu;  has  stme  reinamed  a resident  of  this'  citv, 

. !•■  Is  a 'C!-ry  busy  m:in,  lia-  the  requisite  ent  rgv 
tor  ;ni  extensive  business  tins  kind,  and  his 
tu»e  m ahnost  entiroh'  occupied  in  prornoring  the 
yrov,  di  and  settlement  -.)f  tlu;  Pauliandlc.  He 
';>i-o.,)y  large  suin.s  for  ttdvertising.  and  ha.s  been 
tile  tiiediutn  through  which  mntty  setilers  have 

be- n loctiled  lit  the  Stock-farming  business  in  this 

p u t u the  Slat,  and  ttiade  worth)  an<l  pertna- 
n-.-nt  entzetts,  lbs  biis’mess  is  ahvai's  condticfcd 
oil  ihorougfih  relirilile  and  honest  navis,  w jtb- 
■mt  the  ini.srcjm’ventatioir  and  i x iggeration  uhicb 
CCU-.Y  ili-;  vwuenunts  <d  the  ordin;;r\'  real  estate 
acciU  Ik  ih'-e  ■unieii  lot',  per  cent  in  the  ludg- 
ment.  atid  'dii.-  poin-)  iia.s  i.ai.l  -.,,cH  ,.md  been  to 
Co  - o :u;  iiegree  re-ponsible  f-or  tlic  large  and 
■on.omed  vUtm--.s  oi  the  Conipanv.  Mr.  .Miller 
e.c  i "ovh-  i V : ec  icnmi'cK  duongh  all  this  Pan- 
iciudl.-  ivyion  ihat  he  is  one  of  the  best  known 
iiieu  of  dn-  and  he  hkt-wisc  wields  u<> 

' ;uils  mih'etici  tiuiong  hiv  reilnw  i iiizeiis.  \t  tlu- 
present  writing  iic  i-  serving  as  t hairmaii  of 


the  J'oiter  County  J. democratic  exerutive  commit- 
tee. 

Ill  -Mr.  .Miller  was  married  at  Decatur, 

Texas,  to  .Miss  Xellic  Beard,  and  they  have  two 
children,  Lee  Roy  and  Charlotte. 

PRIC.E  W.  BROt, iK.S,  a rejircscntative  of 
one  '‘d‘  the  e.arlv  families  of  Te.xas,  who  is  now 
giving  his  time  and  energies  to  stock- farming 
in  Montague  county,  i.s  a native  son  ed'  Kenlncky. 
bt.irti  Februart  13,  1847.  parents  were  Jolin 
B.  and  Julia  .\.  I'KcHyd  Brooks,  both  of  whom 
were  ti.atives  of  Xorth  Carolina,  in  which  state 
iliey  were  married.  The  father  as  of  .English 
descent  au<l  the  mother  of  Scotch-frish  lineage 
and  of  i.'hoctaw  Indian  ste-ck.  Tliey  were  mar- 
ried in  the  old  ,\'orth  state  ;iik1  afterward  reni-tived 
to  Kentucky,  whence  the}'  went  to  Illinois  in 
iSy.p  remaining  tlu  re  until  18G0.  That  year 
witne.ssed  their  arrival  in  loannin  county.  Te.xa.s, 
and  in  t863  the}'  removed  to  Plrayson  county, 
where  the  father  pnrcha.se-d  raw  land,  which  he 
tran.sfornied  itilo  a richly  productive  tann,  mak- 
ing his  home  thereon  until  Ids  death,  which  oc- 
curred in  i8-8().  when  he  had  reached  the  ri].>e 
old  a.ge  of  .seventy-ei.ght  yeans.  For  some  lime 
prior  ro  his  death  lie  wa.s  blind.  The  family, 
lionet  er,  remained  to.gctlier  and  ultimately  bc- 
canie  pt's.ve.ssed  of  large  farming  interc.sts  and 
.gaine.l  a good  start  in  the  stock  busines.«,  rais- 
ing cattle,  horses  and  cither  stock.  The\'  were 
progressive,  accoinplisliing  much  through  iletcr- 
mination  and  earnest  purj.io.se,  and  their  labors 
contributed  in  sulistaritial  measure  to  the  mate- 
rial im  pro  vein  flit  and  ujibuilding  of  the  county. 
The  father  was  a minister  of  the  Christian  church 
.inij  was  among  the  nr.st  to  jireach  that  doctrine 
in  (.rayson  county.  He  also  extended  his  minis- 
terial labors  t(i  many  oilier  counties,  assisted  in 
the  organizaiitin  of  various  churches  and  in  the 
r.staldisnmcnt  of  this  -wtirk,  his  labor  bearing 
rich  fruit  to  the  present  rime.  Hts  inetnory  is  yet 
cnsiirined  in  the  hearts  of  niaii}"  who  knew  him 
and  remains  a.v  a hlessed  beneilictitm  to  those 
with  nhom  he  was  associated.  Politically  he 
w.'is  a iJcmocrat  and  u.sed  his  influence  for  the 
j>art\  h'ai  ne\  i r .sotight  or  desired  office  for  him- 
self. He  was  a tiroad-iriiiided,  intelligent  man. 
ch.iritalilf  and  kindly,  his  life  bein.g  {.lermeated 
s>y  the  principles  of  the  Cliristiau  religion,  so  that 
liis  worth  was  widel}  acknowledged.  He  left 
to  Iti.v  family  th.e  priceless  heritage  of  an  untar- 
mslied  name;  and  an  example  that  is  indeed  well 
worthy  of  emulation.  His  wife,  .also  a member 
of  tile  Christian  church,  died  in  1870.  itr.  and 
■Mr.v.  ilrook.s  became  the  parents  of  thirteen  chil- 
dnii : Pltzaheth  an<l  Caroline,  who  died  in  child- 
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hood  ; Eliza  A.,  the  w ife  of  C.  Bambarger  ; Fran- 
cis iM,.  who  in  earlv  life  was  a inerchajit  atid  af- 
terward became  a land  owner  of  Hill  county. 
Texas;  Hamilton,  a minister  eif  tht>  (.Eristiaii 
church:  Richard  and  Trice  W-.  who  were  twins 
and  remained  partners  in  fanning  and  stock- 
raising  interests  until  the  death  of  the  former  m 
1887;  John  M.,  a farmer;  Sarah  R.,  the  wife 
of  Burnett;  Clarinda,  who  married  D.  < 'un- 
niugham.  a merchant  of  Jo,  Tercas;  Andrew 
a farmer:  Ambrose  A.,  a niilroa'l  man.  also 
having  business  interests  at  Gainesville  ; and  Col- 
umbus. astockntan.  Both  Francis  M.  and  tTmi- 
iJton  Brooks  served  throughout  the  Civil  Y'ar 
with  the  Confederate  army. 

Price  \y.  Broc.'ks  remained  under  the  parental 
roof  until  near  the  close  of  the  (.’ivil  \\  ar.  when 
he  enteretl  military  service  as  a ineinher  of  tlte 
state  militia  and  was  thus  eng;tge<l  in  'I'exas 
mitii  the  close  of  hostilities.  He  then  returned 
home  and  cared  for  his  father  and  the  farm  until 
1876,  when  he  and  liis  twin  brother.  Richard, 
embarked  in  the  stock  business  in  Deii- 
ton  county,  Texas,  where  the\  purcha.sed  land 
anti  carried  on  general  farming  and  stock-rais- 
ing. They  bought,  run  and  shipped  cattle,  being 
thus  engaged  until  the  death  of  Richard  Brooks, 
which  occurred  in  1887.  They  had  been  ijuite 
succe.«sful  and  had  become  well  established  in 
binsiness.  Trice  Brooks  then  settled  u|)  the 
affairs  of  the  firm,  -\t  tliat  time  the  range  was 
free  and  he  removed  hi.--  stock  to  Itlontague 
county,  ItK'ating  at  Helleville,  where  he  remained 
for  more  than  two  years.  In  1800  he  totik  up  his 
abode  in  the  vicinity  01  the  village  of  Lucky, 
where  he  first  purchased  one  hundred  and  sixty 
acre.s  of  land,  on  which  he  built  a house.  'Fhere 
he  located  and  placed  some  of  the  land  undi-r 
cultivation.  Later  he  extended  the  houn'larics 
of  1ii.s  place  In-  additional  jiiirchase  until  he  now 
owns  si.x  hundred  and  forty  acres  of  valuahle 
land,  of  which  one  hundred  and  eiglit}  acres  is 
devoted  to  the  raising  of  the  crop.s  best  adapted 
to  the  soil  ami  climate.  He  also  continues  to 
handle  .slock  and  in  his  work  i.s  meeting  with  a 
credit:ihlc  measure  of  pro.sj,>erit\ . owing  to  his 
practical  and  i>rogressive  methods. 

Ill  February.  J876,  Air.  Brooks  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Aliss  .Xrininta  Gray,  who  was  born 
in  '1  exas  and  is  a daughter  t>f  lohn  Gray,  a 
farmer  of  Grayson  counlv,  who  served  through- 
out the  war  in  the  Confederate  amiv.  Both  he 
and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  Ba[>tist  church 
and  in  their  family  were  seven  children;  Mrs. 
Lou  Kennedy  ; Alaggie,  the  wife  of  R.  P,  Brooks  ; 
.Xrminta,  who  became  the  wife  of  Trice  W. 
Brooks;  Scott.  Cham  and  Willie,  all  of  whom  fol- 


low faniiiug  ; ami  Bahc.  whobecami-  Mrs.  ( >riO  . 
To  Mr.and  Airs. Trice  Brooks  wa.s  b(>rn  a daugh- 
ter. Maud  L-.  w'I'!o  is  now  the  wife  of  L.  Rus.som, 
In  Februarv'.  i8c)S,  Mr.  Brooks  was  again  mar- 
ried, hi.s  second  miif>n  being  with  Atiss  .^arah  M. 
Pogue,  w h(i  was  born  in  Gr.avson  couritv . Texas, 
and  is  a daughter  of  N-.-lson  {’ogiie,  a farmer  and 
blaeksmitb,  whi-  located  in  that  count}  at  an 
early  ejioch  in  its  rlevek'pnicnt.  He  too  -was  a 
member  of  the  (p>nfeiieraie  arnr  and  served  until 
the  clo.se  of  hostilities,  after  wliicb  he  deVofeil 
his  atu-ntifin  tc’  agricultural  prir-uiis  up  i'>  the 
time  of  liis  death,  which  occurred  in  Gno'son 
coiintv.  Roth  he  and  his  wife  were  members  of 
the  Bafitist  church.  In  their  irmiily  were  four 
children;  AA  iliimn,  a school  teacher  and  farmer: 
Sarah  AL.  now  Airs.  Brirohs  ; .Mr-.  Alice  Bridges, 
an-!  George  A\’..  a :stock  nirnier,  Tv.s  Air.  ainl 
Mrs.  Brooks  have  been  born  fi\e  children:  El- 

mer T },,  Jessie,  Trice,  Earl  and  Nellie,  all  at 
home. 

Both  .Mr.  ami  Airs.  Brook-  hr.M  niemlier-hip 
in  the  Cltristian  church  and  are  mteresied  in  it.- 
work,  doing  all  in  their  power  for  the  e.xtensioii 
of  its  miluence  and  the  development  C'f  it-  vari- 
ous activities.  Air.  Brooks  i.s  also  an  e.xeniplary 
niembf-r  of  the  Alasnnic  fraternitv.  He  carefulh.' 
conducts  his  hiisine.ss  interests  and  without  tak- 
ing advantage  of  tlie  necessities  oi  his  fellt'W 
men  in  any  traile  tran-actie-n  he  ha,s  steadil} 
worked  his  wav  iifnvard  until  he  is  uovc  ac- 
counted one  of  the  substantial  agriculturists  of 
Alontague  count V.  having  valuable  farm  property 
which  is  the  visible  evidence  of  liis  life  of  ilirift 
arxl  cnerg}-. 

AA'lTLl.AAI  STEW'.AR  r,  member  of  the 
real  i-staie  firm  of  Crank  and  Stewart  at  <.  lebiirne, 
i.s  one  tif  the  he.-t  know  11  eitizeiis  of  Johnson 
Cv'untv.  both  on  account  of  his  personal  and 
iui-ine-s  relaiions  and  cspeciall}'  beca.u.-e  of  h;- 
iong  and  efficient  record  in  public  olTice. 

Air.  Stewart,  who  wa-  born  in  Carroll  Coimtv. 
Tennessee,  came  to  Texas  in  }'  >ung  manliood  and 
in  1876  legated  in  b.>hnson  county.  1 p to  1882 
he  was  successfulh  engaged  in  farming  six  mile' 
.south  of  Clefiunie,  and  in  tliat  year  moved  to 
Cli-hunie.  In  the  same  \ ear  he  was  elected  con- 
stable of  the  |ireeinet.  and  hc'nored  that  position 
bv  hi.s  serv'ice.s  for  sc>n;c  tmu-.  For  a number 
of  vears  lie  was  emphaed  in  the  .8anta  be  rail 
ro:id  .service,  and  in  ever}'  capacity  in  which  he 
has  .served  him.-elf  or  others  he  has  been  kii.w\n 
for  his  energv,  ko  aliy  to  dutv'.  and  strict  integritv  . 
In  t8o4  he  was  elected  sheriff  of  Johnsi.-ii  cv-uiit  \ . 
an<l  his  fellow  citizen',  recognizing  his  emmetit 
fitness  and  the  value  of  his  'crv  ices  in  that  [>osi- 
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•ion.  ri'tamcd  hii-  in  tii-^  -rfico  by  n.-dt'Ctiori  in 
i8tif>  j.iici  ai'O  ii-  i8«';8.  During’  hi>  six  years’ 
incumboncv  in  liH;  slirie\ah>  he  «a'  kxiown  ns 
a th'>r<n!giii'.'  (.■  'm|>nionl  and  l>rave  f>fticcr,  clis- 
ehaty;hiy  his  ■iu!.:  -'  fcaricisly.  and  erif.>rrmg  the 
law  wiihoiit  qiic’stinn  (>r  bias.  ..\mi.Mi"  tiie  relies 
; f ins  oificial  career  which  he  retains  is  the  cclc- 
braii.  1 hant^nnH  S rope  v.  ith  which  he  executed 
reii  criminals  v.hdc  he  was  sherift.  and  wlntdi 
has  i>cen  u.sed  iit  the  hanging  c.f  fourici  n other 
crunhiais  in  \ari.ii’s  parts  of  Texas,  tlie  rope 
bcireg  loancii  h\  Mr.  .Slcw.irt  to  the  sheriffs  for 
' in  fHU'j)os( , CsTtain  ter}  (UPiihte  prc>)>ort jons 
::n  1 ‘itialilirs  distinguish  a perfect  Itangman  s 
i’lipc  from  the  itrdinarv  article,  and  this  particu- 
lar reijie  '.vns  made  by  ii.-nti.l  by  a German  rope- 
nsiksT  in  St.  fxruis,  on  an  cxpre.ss  order  frc'in 
Mr.  .■Stewart:  it  i.s  thirty  feel  long,  of  hemp  and 
oiled,  aiffl  i.s  unusu;illy  strotig  and  heavy.  Air. 
.Stewart's  c.'ireer  in  public  office  covers  fouiLecu 
years  .lUogi,  ihcr.  and  is  noicw  ortln  !x>tli  by  it.s 
iciigl!;  ,in<l  cffictcrice. 

S !n  retiring'  front  the  sherifT's  oftice  Air.  Stew- 
art resunicd  farming  on  I'tuffalo  creek,  tliree  and 

ii.'ilf  miles  sc>uih  ot  Ciebnrnc,  but  on  January 
!.  iOiOs.  rciurtie  l t<*  Unvn  and  est.ahlished  hirn.sdf 
in  tl'ic  real  estate  Ini'-incs-  in  jtai  ntei  shit)  st  itli  R. 
!I.  < rattk,  ex-coitntv  clerk.  1.  hey  attend  to  a 
verv  -sati.sttictorv  itusincs^  in  re.il  estate,  rents  and 
ioatts  and  iti-ttraiice, 

Mr.  Stewart  is  ti  mctnlH-r  ot  the  Guniberiand 
rte  dyterian  cliurch  and  has  fraterna!  affiliaticin.s 
rvith  tlic  AWiodnit.-n  of  the  World.  P.y  his  mar- 
ri.'tg;'  to  Mart  hi.  t amion  he  lia.s  fittir  children; 
Mrs  leva  Kllen  I’oliard.  whose  liusbtmd  is  .super- 
ittl'-ndcnt  of  the  county  farm:  c'harles  I-,  .\ttnie 
Hello  and  Katitarinc. 

JI  TKM;  \vn..U\M  ll.  nx  ixIi.XAl,  a mem- 
ber <u  site  i‘or[  Worth  bar.  conns  oi  an  anccstrv 
iionorsbie  and  distisignishcd  attd  his  lins's  of  life 
liav.'  been  cast  in  harntony  tlw  rewiti'i.  I !c  was 
born  in  Mbanv.  \'cw  A ork,  during  a visit  cif  Ills 
n-o-dn-r  u>  the  reckhaPit  familc  of  that  jdace,  ?d- 
thoi.:gh  ihe  parents  wire  rcsifk-nis  of  \vv>-  York 
' ii  o Jrelge  reedthan!  is  a cousin  of  Whecier  11. 
a;H  Hiiuts  \V,  ! 'cckham  and  a mcinlK-r  of  the 
noii-d  Pci'khnm  fismily  that  has  funnslioi  a tumi- 
bi '■  ,if  dist  istguished  hiuy'i  rs  to  \eu  A ork.  liis 
t:;!.!:;!.  i worge  \\'.  Peckiiant,  iii;iisc!f  promisient 
in  th<- ) >i s ■se.'sji  >n  m \ew  A ork  c it;c,  was  a brotiu  r 
arc'.  :.uv  pitrlniT  nl  judge  Ktlfns  \V.  I’eckitatn, 
V.  IS.  . .be  father  of  iioii,  Whetdor  n.  I’eck- 
h ioi.  o;ii  . i lie  abii’st  leg i Sts  in  ! 1h’  fitited  States 
ano  of  tin  oo-M-ot  Jitdge  Riifils  . I’cckham.  a 
o;-si.  ,.  r ! ih;  : abo  1 st.iU’s  si.pr;.(oc  court  a|r- 
p.  .eU:-.i  i"  Ho'-rirn!  t.drrd.Hid  t!s  iSiiy.  d he 


Gdcr  'Rtrfiis  AA’.  I'eckham  was  judge  uf  the  court 
of  a|>|>e,als  of  the  state  of  Xew  A'ork.  '.Hie  orig- 
inal Xnieriean  ancestors  came  from  Peckliatn 
Rve,  i.’fngland,  and  joined  the  Rhode  Island  col- 
on', in  Kigp,  after  which  they  were  associated 
fi>r  rnan;*'  years  \\  ith  the  liistory  of  that  state. 
George  '\\A  I'eckham  and  hi.s  brother,  Rufus  AAA 
I’eckliam,  became  residents  of  Xew  A’ork  City 
fir  1820.  since  which  lime  thee  and  their  families 
have  Ikcii  tissiieiated  wrth  the  legal  profession  in 
the  ea.stcrn  metropolis  and  with  the  supreme 
court  of  the  .Empire  state  at  .Albany. 

fudge  Peckharn'.s  vnoiher  was  Alary  (AA'alsonA 
Peck  ham,  also  a rej.rre.sentati'i  c of  an  old  Rhode 
Islan-i  familv  that  was  established  in  Xew  AAork 
L ity  al.ont  i8jo.  .She  w as  likew  i.se  a cousin  of 
Coninn  >dore  F't'rr}-. 

Before  the  t ivil  war  fierirge  AAA  Pcckhain  be- 
came largely  interested  in  timber  and  other  lands 
in  AA'isconsin  and  for  that  rea.son  gave  up  his 
residence  and  jrractice  in  Xew  Yc>rk  and  removed 
uith  his  fainilt  to  Alihvankee,  so  that  Judge 
Pcckhani  (>f  thi.s  review  supplemeiile<l  his  early 
educational  privileges  in  Xew  A'ork  city  by  study 
in  Aiilw  .ankee,  where  he  also  began  jrroparation 
for  the  bar  as  a student  in  the  (rfhee  and  niider  the 
direction  of  Alatt  ('arpienter,  a di.stinguislied 
!a\\w.r  I f that  place.  I'rior  to  this  time,  how- 
ever, he  had  ha<l  some  mililarv  e.\p>erience,  hav- 
mg  enlisted  at  Aiihvankee  fro'  service  in  the 
I Arion  army  as  a member  (if  Comjrany  .A,  'I'liirtv- 
eighili  AA'isconsin  Infantry,  which  was  attached 
t(i  the  .\rn!\  of  the  Potomac  in  the  .Vinth  (Array 
Corps,  He  was  in  all  of  the  prominent  battles 
in  \ irginia.  including  the  AAAklerne.ss,  Spcitt.syl- 
vania.  C(>1(1  Harbor  and  Ream's  .Statiem  and  was 
also  connected  with  the  blowing  nji  of  the  mine.s 
in  ft(int  '.>{  Peterslntrg  and  other  movenients  of 
the  army.  Xc.ar  the  dasc  of  the  war  he  was 
promoted  to  the  rank  of  first  lieutenant  and  was 
transferred  to  tire  Forty-fourth  AA'i.sconsin  In- 
fantry. after  which  Ire  participateil  in  the  battle 
of  .Vashvilic.  the  last  hotlv  contested  engagement' 
in  which  he  torik  part.  In  his  earl\-  array  life 
he  hatl  many  pleasant  associations  with  such 
couiig  u'en  as  .Arthur  ATac.Arthur  and  Charles 
King,  who  h:ive  sjnee  become  generals  in  the 
regular  army. 

.A her  devoting  .some  time  to  the  mastcTy  of 
the  iiririciph-s  of  jurispnidence  Judge  Pcckham 
w;is  admitted  to  the  bar  at  Alihvaukee  in  1870 
and  Ciiiitinncd  his  ]n-actice  there  until  1874,  when 
he  came  to  Texas,  He  spent  a short  time  in 
i 'on  AA'orth  ami  il'icn  went  further  we.st.  locating 
at  riirm  kniort«)!i,  where  he  practiced  law  and 
rcsi'dcd  for  .aisnrl  twenty  years.  In  i8i>4  he 
canto  to  Worth,  where  he  has  since  made 
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his  lionie  and  folloued  his  profession,  gaining 
here  a distinctiveh  re])rescntative  clientage. 

Judge  i’eckham  was  married  in  Texas  to  Miss 
Palestine  Timmons,  and  they  have  .six  children, 
the  eldest  son  being  George  W.  Peckhani,  who 
is  engaged  in  the  real  estate  and  loan  business 
with  his  father  under  the  firm  .style  of  George 
W.  Peckham  & Company,  but  Judge  Peekham'.s 
chief  bti.siness  has  been  the  law,  in  vi  hich  lie  has 
gained  creiJitable  ilistinction  and  success. 

JOHN  G.  CRGMP.  M.  D.  The  nteilical 
profession  has  an  able  rejiresentative  at  Saint  Jo, 
Texas,  in  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  Dr.  John 
G.  Crump,  who  has  been  identified  with  .Mon- 
tague county  since  its  early  settlement. 

Dr.  Crump  was  born  in  Bedford  countv,  \'ir- 
ginia,  December  ig.  1839;  was  reared  on  a fami. 
receiving  his  elementary  education  in  the  snb.>eri]>- 
tion  schcxds  near  his  home,  later  attending  Cedar 
P>1uJT  and  r.akeland  academies,  after  vvltieh  he 
taught  school  three  terms  in  ,\.rkaiisas.  While 
teaching  he  tc»k'  up  the  study  of  medicine,  hav- 
ing for  his  preceptor  Dr.  J.  C.  Bradford,  with 
whom  he  was  asstciated  for  five  years,  a.s  stu- 
dent and  assistant.  In  1S70  he  came  to  Texas 
and  bxated  at  Head  of  Elm,  near  which  the 
tov.n  of  Saint  Jo  was  platted  three  years  later, 
where  he  hegan  the  practice  of  his  jirofession 
and  has  continued  successfully.  In  1880.  feeling 
a need  of  further  prcpaiaiion  for  his  life  work, 
he  took  a cour.se  of  lectures  in  the  Texas  IN.ledical 
College  at  Galveston,  and  in  1881,  '82  an<l  '83 
he  attended  lectures  in  the  l.'nivcr.siti  of  Louisi- 
ana at  Xew  Orleans,  where  he  graduated  with 
honor.  Also  at  different  times  he  has  taken 
post-graduate  courses  at  the  Chicago  Polytech- 
nic School  01  Physicians,  and  thus  has  kepit  him- 
self in  the  advance  line  of  his  ]>rofession.  At 
ihe  time  of  his  localimi  in  Montague  couiuy 
Dr.  Grumi)  and  Dr.  J.  A.  Gonirin  were  the  only 
physicians  in  a radius  of  many  miles  and  his 
jiraetiee  .sexm  extended  over  a wide  .stretch  of 
country,  reaching  into  Clay  count}’  and  over  into 
the  Indian  Territor\ . It  was  not  unusual  for  him 
to  ride  seventy-five  miles  to  attend  a patient.  His 
long  practice  here  has  gained  him  a verv  wide 
aa[uaintance.  Indeed,  few  men,  if  any.  in  Mon- 
tague count}’  are  lietter  known  tlian  he,  and 
none  are  more  highly  resjiected.  For  thirteen 
years  he  ,has  been  surgeon  for  the  AL  K.  & T. 
Railroad  Go.,  and  is  medical  examiner  for  a 
number  of  in.surance  companies. 

Dr.  C'rump.  like  most  Southern  men  of  liis  age, 
has  a record  as  a Confederate  soldier.  He  had 
moved  with  hi.s  parents  to  Arkansas  in  1858, 
and  was  in  th.it  .state  at  the  ojiening  of  the  war 


of  the  reiiellinn.  FriHsting  in  Company  D.  Fir.st 
Arkansas  Cavair},  which  was  as.sigruil  to  the 
Traiis-AIissis.sippi  Department  of  the  t 'on  federate 
army,  and  later  to  the  .Army  of  the  Tennessee, 
}ourig  Crump  took  part  in  many  of  the  hardest 
fights  of  the  war.  He  was  captured  at  Black 
River,  Alissis,si]>))i,  and  was  taken  to  Ff'ft  l)ela- 
ware  and  later  to  Fori  D/ofcoul,  where  he  re- 
mained .seven  months,  after  which  he  was  ex- 
changed in  December.  1.8F3.  at  t.'it}  Point  and 
joined  his  command  at  Camden,  .Arkansas,  wixh 
which  he  continued  iinii!  tlie  rle>s,e  of  die  war. 
June.  1805.  During  that  time  lie  received  several 
slight  wounds  and  once  had  some  rihs  broken, 
but  was  never  laid  oft.  It  w.is  after  the  d'xe 
of  die  war  that  he  tauglit  .school  and  tool;  up 
the  stud}  of  meiHciiie. 

In  187S  Dr.  Crump  married  .Ali.ss  t'arrie  L. 
Perkins,  a natiie  of  AArginia,  ;uk1  a flattgliter 
of  Hezekiah  Perkins,  who  had  moved  fiv.m  \ ir- 
ginia  to  Texas  some  years  preiious  to  that  time 
and  was.  engaged  in  fanning  liere.  'fliis  h.ipjw 
union  was  severed  hy  the  death  of  Airs,  t 'rmnp, 
June  10.  1879.  She  left  no  diildmi.  August 
o.  1880,  Dr.  ('rump  married  .Miss  Florence  1£.  Ir- 
win. a native  of  Peoria  count}  , Illinois,  horn  in 
i8d],  daughter  of  Samuel  and  .^arali  A.  1 Alii- 
ler  ( Irwin,  the  former  a native  .:>f  Ireland  and 
the  latter  of  .\orth  Carolina.  The  Irwin  family 
moved  to  I'e.xa.s  in  1872,  Init  Air.  Tr’win  returned 
to  Tllinois  in  187(1  and  died  there  in  1881.  Suhse- 
ipjemlv  Mrs.  Irwin  came  back  to  Texas  and 
made  her  home  with  iier  daughter.  Airs,  v'nuii)!, 
aiiil  died  here  lAceernher  23.  i8<)ii.  I'liev  were 
worthy  members  of  tlie  MetlK«lisi  diitrch.  I>r. 
aii<l  Mrs.  t rum|>  liai’C  si.x  ehildren,  u.imeh  ; 
Jolin  T.  anti  E;ir!  F.,  engaged  in  farming;  Liz- 
zie, Henry  1.,  Carrie  F,  and  Joe  IF.  at  home. 

The  ('rump  familv  worship  at  the  Prcslnte- 
riau  church.  <>?  which  both  the  docu>r  and  his 
wife  are  niemliers.  He  is  also  a meuiher  of  nu- 
merous fraternal  organizatituis.  In  the  I.  (h.  O.  F. 
he  has  filled  all  the  chairs,  and  for  si;x  t ears  has 
been  identified  with  the  Knights  til  I't  ihias.  He 
has  membership  in  the  .State  Medical  Assoda- 
t.iou  and  the  Xnrth  Te.xa.s  and  Akiutagne  ('tninty 
societies. 

Dr.  Crump  is  a son  of  Itcvcrly  and  Frances 
M.  (Crav)  C'nuup,  and  grantlson  of  Gcttrge  and 
Mary  Crump,  all  natives  of  Airgmia,  horli  the 
Cnunp  and  the  Cra\  families  ranking  wiili  the 
“fir.st  fainilies"  of  the  “(  >ld  Dominion."  Beverly 
Crump  was  the  t’Oitngest  of  seven  children,  the 
names  <>{  the  others  in  c»rder  of  Iiirtli  being  Airs. 
Sarah  Bramlitt;  Susan  AV.,  unmarrieti.  died  .it 
the  age  of  eighty  tears:  John  C.,  who  was  a 
jirominent  l.iwver;  Ahner.  who  died  in  Arkaiisas 
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;ii  tin-  ni;r  ><i  nim  ■ ii  years;  William  a 
faniur  .'li!'!  stockman;  an<l  Rlioila.  un- 
rnarriifl,  dtetl  at  the  a,2['e  of  ninety  fi\e  years. 
In  tile  liray  family  were  three  children:  Salina 

S..  tvli'i  died  uiim.'irried.  JTances  .\T.,  and  I^Irs, 
Eiiaai>eU!  \\  Reverly  (.’rump  moved 

V.  : li  hi.s  taraile  to  \rkansas  in  1858  and  dieei 
-lii  his  fatm  there  Katr  yeai>  later,  in  1SG2.  Hi.s 
lii,  survived  him  ttniil  iS~2.  They  were  the 
parent.s  of  ten  clnldren,  namely:  Menrv  .\1.,  who 

ilied  wiiik'  servine-  in  tiu»  t’ljn federate  anri}  : 
I’liodiC.  \v!io  died  at  tiio  a.^e  of  twri  years;  Joint 
the  ivmnt  dtare  'subject  or  this  tao  iew;  Xapo- 
k'on  r,.,  \vh(>  w:ls  acctdemal!}  killed;  (.n.t>r<t'e  A., 
an  \rkan.sas  farnur,  Mr'  Marv  S.  Cantrell: 
M"'.  ii-xphiitt  S.  Jenkins,  Rebecca;  i\.rrs, 
Susati  \V.  nact-n  ; and  Rhc>d.a  w ife  of  Ds-.  L. 
Kirlty,  of  Arkansas, 

j.  A',  m rLFR.  A wortliv  example  of  what 
can  !>e  achieved  in  Xcirth  d'e-.xa.s  by  per.severancc 
• Old  tireless  iiidustry  ss  seen  in  the  jJtrson  of  the 
subject  of  this  brief  skeicli  whose  life  record 
until  recent  veai's  wa.s  i)ne  of  few  succes,ses  anti 
many  reverses.  An  adopted  .son  of  the  Lone  Star 
state,  he  ha.'  dcnion.straled  to  native  anti  sinansjer 
,'thkn  fh;u  his  mission  here  wa.s  to  do  something 
for  his  communii  v while  he  was  doing  sonielhing 
for  hiniseir,  Thai  !k  ts  m the  midst  of  the  real- 
iravion  of  atnliition  his  e\  idence  and  that  of 
bo  friuids  atitjtly  testily 

.Mr.  Rir.ltr  is  die  proj.frietor  fT  the  cotton  gin 
i'liarlic,  fexas.  ;tntl  as  ritch  ami  as  a harve.ster 
sod  thre  Jii. r of  grain  and  maimRicutrer  of  tia- 
Oi , -e  ii.nnlHT.  is  ilu.  most  widely  itvKnvn  man  of 
liu.  igrcai  ben.l  bet'.vceu  tlic  VCichiia  and  Red 
r.o.rs  lie  casiu-  to  '1  exa.s  enfechled  In  health 
and  m iiur-o  ,,rid  h.iih  h;na-  cxperunced  the  ph\  s- 
!ea!  and  tnunudal  rejuvenation  w hit  h follows  a 
'.::;etK  ■ m tlar  Six  ioon  ami  a s.-ri-'Hi.s  th;i  inl''> 
O ' indu--! rial  alTairs. 

Ibk;  Coe, i, tv,  iiruioi.s.  was  tlie  liinhplace  of 
Mr.  !h)iis-r  ami  Ins  tiatal  d.tv  was  January  13, 
lu  grew  11):  tit:  his  faiiicrV,  Levi  Ihitler's. 
hwin  ;(!id  ohtasnetl  Ins  i.-ducation  m the  couiurv 
see oei,  ! li;.  fannly  '.volt  to  tlwr  couiu'v  ahom 
)XyS  Ho!;;  \V;>eoti^!iu  but  ihe  father  was  horn  in 
R-'  s.io-  y,-,,.  s 'i‘jn-  latier  inarrieti  Lou 

!^a  A rea;.-..!  a large  family  and  thed  iti 

-Movgan  ■■.iistitt.  Illinois,  m iHtjh.  at  the  age  of 
'■'i'  b'.o  y<,;o:  lii'  wife  was  a daughter  of 

; eoh  Ud....ii  horn  in  1 .aiicashire,  Fngland. 
o‘‘  Ibid-.-;'  uieii  ni  at  ti t! y -ei.glit  vt'.irs  of 

•00  i hi-  i huurcn  of  this  wainity  ee-nple  were; 
^ ' ouiau  he  conntv,  < ildahoma;  j'weph, 

o'  'o  - r .'osri.un:  j.  \v'  . ..t  this  nonce:  Ellen, 
' 1 I'bflge.  or  \ allev  Cily . lilinois; 


I .inivia.  of  { liicago,  Tllinids  ; la)iiise.  who  mar- 
ried Richard  Windsor,  of  \'alley  City.  Illinois; 
\rma,  now  iMrs,  Frank  Ellis,  of  ^d^lley  Citv : 
and  Maggie,  wife  of  J.  D.  iNfeCarthy,  of  Ma]>les. 
I'linois. 

On  the  approach  of  man's  estate  J.  \V.  But- 
ler began  the  serious  side  of  life.  Ilis  early  em- 
ployment teas  with  the  Wahash  Railway  Com- 
pany, at  day  labor,  and  later  being  with  the  De- 
troit Bridge  attd  Iron  Works.  Deci'ling  to  be- 
come a fanner  he  went  in  delit  f(>r  his  first  horse. 
For  eight  years  he  \v;is  a renter  of  land  and  with 
ins  small  accumulations  he  cngagetl  in  the  irn- 
plcmetit  hiT'itie.ss.  His  experience  as  a merchant 
was  a sad  one.  for  it  lost  him  "hi.s  all.”  He  came 
(0  Texas  in  f8(K>  in  the  employ  of  a windmill 
concern  and  while  at  .Sherman  was  forced,  by 
sxfmbitant  e.\pense  bills,  to  leave  the  road  and 
seek  other  field.s.  With  eighteen  dollars  as  liis 
c:i])itai  he  left  tor  Clay  county , not  knowing, 
of  course,  tvhclher  he  "woukl  sink  or  syvim.” 
He  went  to  work  at  tan’k  ami  windmill  building 
for  farmer.s  and  nmcher.s  atiii  in  11803,  three  years 
after  his  advent  to  tlie  state,  put  in  a wheat  crop 
on  the  shares.  This  experiment  fircwed  a de- 
:;ided  .success  and  he  repeated  it  hut  that  crop 
of  wheat  ha.-  never  "come  He  continued 

to  t.'irrn  by  proxy  following  liis  trade  in  the 
meantime,  id!  iHtiJ.  vxlien  he  was  aided  to  a 
threshing  outfit  by  his  nei.ghbor.  Robert  -Sawdon, 
■:.in<l  a successrui  business  at  ilti.s  work  was  the 
result.  The  work  of  the  farm,  tlie  ihre.shing  of 
grain,  tlie  makin.g  tjf  lumber  an<l  the  business  of 
il'.e  gin  have  iicciipied  liis  time  the  past  few 
ycar.s.  He  lias  worn  out  several  reapers  ami  one 
lliroshtng  outfit,  and  is  one  of  a few  men  whose 
experience  with  macliinery  lias  not  encompassed 
his  financial  ruin.  For  one  who  has — likewise 
Ills  wife — suffered  from  an  enteehied  constitu- 
iimi.  until  she  climate  of  Te.xas  bi'ought  relief 
and  streiygdi,  he  has  wrought  successfully  ati'l 
well  in  Texas,  hi  ii^ob  his  wife's  confinement  in 
a santtariiim  ctest  liim  a thousand  dollars  and  in 
eight  lumdred  dollars  more  was  the  price 
•f  her  treatment  in  a like  institution  in  .^an  ,\u- 
tonio. 

In  iriO,^.  Mr.  Rmler  bought  up  the  old  gin  at 
< harlie  am!  re]iiaced  it  with  an  entirely  new  one 
of  iatc.st  inij-trovnvient  ;nid  pattern.  It  was 
ercett.l  at  a cost  cf  ihrse  thousand  dollars  and 
has  a capacity  of  twenty-five  bales  a day.  The 
se.i.--oi!  of  1003  he  ginned  ' >ne  hundred  and  sei'cn- 
ty  seven  h;t!e.s,  and  in  1004  nine  hundred  and  for- 
ty-five liaies  ,imi  his  [dace  of  bu:siness  is  the  retd- 
?y  iiuportant  one  in  the  little  \ illage.  He  owns 
a small  {arm  .if  one  linndred  fifty -six  acres  and 
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rt-iits  mudi  oilier  laiiil  for  the  planting'  of  a large 
acreage  to  crops. 

Mr.  Hutlcr  marricnl  November  i,  (88’.  lemma 
I...  a ilangliter  of  Ilavid  Pyle,  formerly  from 
(.Cincinnati.  ( ihio,  l>nt  early  .settlers  in  Illinois. 
One  child,  A'irgil,  born  July  3,  1880,  is  the  issne 
of  their  marriage. 

-ArOUST  I'l.  RPA  PRl\!.i  i.s  the  owner  of 
three  thousand  acres  of  land,  con.'-titming  one  of 
the  be.'t  ranches  of  Ins  section  of  Te.xa.s.  ami  he 
not  only  deserves  mention  as  a inC'St  enterprising 
and  representative  businc-s.s  man,  but  also  be- 
cause of  the  jxirt  he  riiki.  n in  iniiirtniiig  the 
grat.le  ' if  cattle  raised  in  the  state.  Prices  are  ail- 
vanec'd  through  these  means  and  the  entire  sttite 
profti.s  thereby. 

Air.  T’evering,  whose  home  i.s  at  Charlie.  1 f-.x- 
a.s,  was  lx.irn  in  Lee  county,  Iowa,  in  1855.  his 
parents  being  C-harkis  h,  and  .Minnie  Cllani- 
mond ) Bevering.  hotli  t>f  w hom  were  natives  .;>f 
Gennany.  t ’ro.ssing  the  . Vllantie  to  America, 
they  established  their  home  in  l,.ee  count) . Iowa, 
among  its  earl_\  sctiler.s,  anel  there  the  motlu-r  of 
onr  stilijcct  is  still  living,  bin  tile  father  died 
there  in  1885,  ag^sl  sixt\-  years. 

In  the  jdacc  of  his  n.ttivily  .Angn.sT  H.  T'.et  er- 
ing  was  reared  until  ho  had  tinained  tite  age  of 
eighteen  year.s.  when  he  went  to  St.  Louis.  .Alis- 
sentri.  In  the  fall  c>f  1873  he  came  to  Texa.s.  lo- 
cating fir.st  at  .\u.stin  :ind  afterward  at  San  .\n- 
t'Onio,  where  lie  became  coimecte  1 with  the  cttitle 
indn.str)  , with  which  he  h;i.s  since  been  'identified. 
Ple  began  work  as  a cowboy  and  drove  cattle  all 
over  tlic  jtlains  of  tlri.s  great  state.  In  the  winter 
of  t8/7  he  came  to  Cla_\  conniy  and  Ijecame  asso- 
ciated with  W.  P.  V.'orsham  at  IlcnrieUa,  the 
county  seat.  Air.  Worsham  is  a prominent  !>ank- 
tr  and  leading  cattleman  of  this  ])'.trtion  of  th<- 
state.  In  1878  Air.  Uevering  went  to  Wilbarger 
county  and  broke  the  first  furrow  of  Ian  1 within 
its  iK.irder.s.  In  fact,  he  fuis  been  comieclei.l  with 
pioneer  experiencc-s  through  nnnhwe.stern  Texa.s 
and  he  a.ssi.sted  in  Lmikling  the  rock  !i"iise  at 
Groeshcck  creek,  where  the  town  of  Oiianah 
now  .stands.  His  attentie>n,  however,  has  largcl) 
been  given  to  the  rai.sing  of  cattle,  and  in  this  he 
has  been  very  stiecc.s.sfnl.  .After  liis  marriage  he 
scttlotl  in  Clay  coiiuiy  and  has  since  made  liis 
home  at  C.'harlie.  where  he  has  c.xUii.sive  cattle 
and  farming  interests.  He  lias  comintunisly  de- 
veloped hbs  bu.siness  along  modern  lines  and  is 
at  present  succe.s.sfully  conducting  a ranch  cover 
ing  three  thousand  acres.  It  is  located  in  the 
northern  part  of  Clay  countv,  near  the  Red  river, 
and  u])ori  it  he  has  many  hundred  head  of  cattle. 
He  gives  special  attention  to  improving  the  grade 


I'f  his  cattle,  and  now  h,is  fine  stock,  v,  hii  li  finds 
a ready  sale  tipon  the  market. 

Jii  the  fall  of  i88a  was  celebrated  the  marriage 
of  .August  H.  Revering  .and  Afis.-  Nellie  A,  Hook- 
er. a native  of  Delaware  countv,  Iowa,  and  a 
daughter  of  B.  F.  ICxiicer.  one  of  the  jiromineiit 
early  settlers  of  C.lay  count)  , v ho  lias  been  an 
active  factiur  in  its  dev'clopment  and  sulwtrintial 
upbuilding.  Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  [levering  have 
iiecn  born  sevi:n  children,  who  are  vet  living: 
.Minnie,  Wnlliam,  Frank,  John.  Aferrill,  ba.lie 
and  Ed.  Keen  and  dear-hcaded,  ah\  a)  s btis)  . al- 
ways careful  ami  conservatiye  in  financial  mat- 
ter.s,  moving  slowly  bur  surely  in  every  tran.sac- 
tion,  he  had  few  sttperieirs  in  the  steady  jirogress 
whiclt  invariabh  reaches  the  objective  j'oini.  H< 
ha.s  met  reverse, s and  ob.stade.s.  bm  liie  story  oi 
his  achievement  in  .spite  of  this  should  inspire  all 
young  men  who  read  this  record  with  a truer  es- 
timate of  the  value  and  sure  reward.s  of  charac- 
ter and  labor. 

A\  1]-LI.\AI  P».  H.ARIH .^<  ).\ , jiresident  of  the 
i'taie  National  Bank  and  city  tretisnrer  of  Fi:>rt 
\\  ortli.  Texas,  i.s  a man  <>1  fiiii.'  Imsiness  aiulilv. 
with  a rajiacity  U.tv  financial  enttrpriscs  which 
was  in.inifestcd  at  tlie  beginning  of  his  career, 
and  for  ahom  iwent'c-five  years  lias  been  [ironi- 
iiK-ntii'  idenliiied  with  public  and  business  m;tt- 
Krs  in  N'ortli  Texas. 

He  Is  a native  son  of  Lone  Star  state,  au'.l  his 
birth  ‘icciirre.'l  in  licbi  River  county,  itt  (1857.  Hi.s 
parents  were  William  M.  and  L'lizahetli  (,F.|>per- 
soii ) harrisoii.  both  of  whom  are  nen.v  deceased. 
His  mother  \v;is  a ntitiv-e  eif  Teime.ssee,  His 
father  was  born  in  Kentucky , bin  nioveel  \<>  Afis- 
soiiri.  and  came  to  'Pexas  with  bis  tamily 
aliont  t'875.  settling  in  K't  d ICver  C'>nn- 
tv.  In  the  ;inte-i.  eilum  day  s lie  rose  to  promiiieiu'e 
as  ;i  planter  an  1 farjner.  owning  a large  e.state. 
whidi,  howeve-r,  lie  .-acrifieed  during  the  re'bd- 
lioii.  He  was  a valiant  f. '>n federate  soldier  anil 
.served  a.s  a (piartenuaster  otficer  in  the  brigade 
of  ( leiiera!  Samnd  Bell  Mowy,  After  the  wtir 
he  1 racticaily  began  hi.s  career  ow-r  agoiiii.  and 
with  the  money  he  had  realize!  from  his  plan- 
tation lie  went  into  the  v,  liolcsale  gioe:cry 
biisiiutss  at  Jeltefsein,  I\ Mis.  Here  again  fie 
wa.s  suce-essful.  He  later  organized  tlte' 
secoiel  iialiciiiai  bank  within  the  state  of 
Texa.s.  know  n a.-  the-  Nationti!  .Bank  01  JeiTersr.n, 
at  leffersiin.  ami  of  w liie'h  lu-  continued  as  presi- 
dent until  1884,  He  organized  and  promoicd 
the  building  lU'  the  flast  ] ,ine  anel  Red  Rive-r 
Railroad,  running  from  Jerfe.'rse.n  to  McKinner. 
rexas,  and  was  [iresitlent  of  the  road  until  it  was 
sold  1,1  the  (leiiilds.  In  i.884  he'  came  to  IV>n 
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and  in  J^ine  ->r  ihc  same  year  esial.ili,shcd 
till  Stall  XatiiMia!  Eauk.  T!ii>  institution  cn- 
u u ! at  niiCi'  ujH’ti  a pros])crous  career,  and  tiRer 
re.i-Siiy  vtrats  is  noted  a-  a landmark  in  fnianee 
‘if  [ i.'it  Wurth  and  .!>  ;tn  in.stitution  wiiich  li;is 
ujilield  ns  • .'A  n creelii  and  hien  a ni:iiH>t;iv  for 
mari'i  oilier  enK-rpiises  during  time.'  ln/tli  good 
and  iaid.  The  d<  atli  of  William  A.t.  l.larrise.n 
■ '.cciUTi'd  at  I'ort  \\  iirih  in  .^e(.)temher.  i8«t4. 
i!'  was  a man  v.if  untiriiur  cnergi,  broad-minded 
and  eiiti  rprising,  iif  fme  husines>  ability,  and  tor 
his  sieiiing  qiialiiies  and  per>.)nal  character  was 
on^  .ii  vjic  nio't  highly  estei  ivied  citizens  of  Fort 
Worth.  It  wa.s  .said  of  him  that. lie  made  two 

fonimci one  hef')re  the  war.  which  Ite  lo.st.  and 

another  in  the  mercantile  and  lianking  bu'iness. 

Mr.  William  Ih  i larrison  was  retired  and  re- 
ceived  his  first  ediicaiionai  equipment  in  the  inih- 
lie  si;h(«ils  of  Jeffer.scin.  Texas,  finishing  with  a 
course  at  Eastman's  Ensiness  tfollege  at  Pough 
keeps-, 0,  Xvvi'  York.  lie,  be-gtin  his  career  earl}, 
and  for  .some  }ears  had  a varied  experience  Loth 
in  coimection  with  his  father’s  extcrisi\e  iiuer- 
e.sis  and  as  ;m  individual  iiKTchant  in  the  hard- 
ware laisiness  at  tireeinille,  rexiis.  For  a time 
he  wa-  connected  with  tin  railroad  w h.ich  liis 
father  built,  in  i8Hd,  two  \-ear.s  after  the  estal.i- 
Hshmenl.  In  his  failtcr.  of  the  State  Xatinnal 
Hank,  he  came  Fort  Worth  and  began  his  a.' 
^ocialifni  with  the  in.'iiuitioii  of  which  lie  is  now 
jircsident.  \fter  the  father's  <lealh  the  bank  la  - 
maimd  in  llic  lomnd  of  ilie  .sons,  and  h.as  always 
he;-!!  a 1 larrisfoi  hank,  Tlic  present  officers  are 
William  1!.  ! larrison.  jnvsiikat.  John  C.  Harri 
so!i,  ca'hiiT.  fanies  Ilarri.son,  a.'.sistam  ca>liier; 
the  twi.;  latter  are  brothers  .,f  the  pre.sidcnt,  V.fr. 
Harrison  is  ai>n  pre-ideiit  of  the  (.lehitnie  Ilanl- 
ivarc  < 'oiripanv,  of  { lelnime.  Texas,  which  litis  a 
cajiitai  stock  of  uventy  thousand  dollars  and  is 
oiii-  of  the  hirgesi  eonceni'  of  its  kind  in  the 
siuic, 

Mr.  fi.irnson  w;is  iirst  elected  to  the  office  of 
cits  trea.'urer  in  iSei.H.  ;md  is  now  seiwing  his 
third  term,  lie  is  also  treasunr  of  the  hoard  of 
trade,  in  tnaeni.i!  nuitUrs  he  is  a Knight  Teni- 
jdar  Mason  and  a inemlh  r of  tlie  nenovok-uf  and 
Hr  ;toci;vc  i >rd.  r of  Elks,  liu-  Knigdus  of  I'ythias 
and  du  ‘MU-n'iit  < >rd(,r  of  ( nited  W orkmen. 

'.Ir,  litirrison  has  a wife  and  two  dtitighters. 
!h;  dis'  s Marv  ami  Eeiiti  i iarrison.  The  maitl- 
■ i)  .a  his  wTe  ;md  was  Mis'  Mauie  Hlassin- 

,c  -.me.  iTo  w.-Ls  an  adiopted  dangiitcr  of  tile  late 
I a-'-er.'d  and  I rs  !,  \\  tud.  I leneral  W aul 

oa-l  io  luK.  lijoj,  hating  liciai  a distinguished 
I . .n!.-de.  „tr  soldi.  :•  and  ti  Well  known  Texan, 
wen  e-ioie-hm  ni  dr-.  -;ate  dating  from  the  ear- 


ly fifties.  He  sjieni  hi.s  lasi  dai  s on  liis  farm  near 
(ireen\ille.  Mrs.  Waul  died  in  April.  IQ04- 

.\r.\Rri'S  M.  PITT.MAX.  -W  president  of 
the  (,  irizeiis’  Xaiional  Bank  of  Cleburne,  Mr. 
Marcus  M.  Pittman  is  identified  in  an  intimate 
an.'l  i-xceedingly  iiifiiuniial  manner  with  the 
tinancial  .and  general  prcisfic-rit}  of  that  city  and 
the  surrmiiiding  couiitr} . He  lias  been  a citi- 
zen of  t'lehurne  since  and  has  been  con- 

nected with  manufacturing  and  financial  affairs 
at  this  point  ever  since,  d’he  Citizens’  National 
Bank,  although  one  of  the  recent  institutions  of 
the  kind  to  he  founded  in  this  portion  of  the 
'talc,  has  a most  creditable  record  in  all  its  dc- 
[lartnierits.  It  was  established,  b\  I\Ir.  Pittman 
and  liis  associates,  in  .August,  190.3,  and  oficncd 
its  iloors  for  fiiisiness  on  August  10.  The  report 
of  its  affairs,  rendered  .I'ehruary  14,  1905,  showed 
a cajiita!  .stock  of  Sioo.cioo,  with  individual  re- 
'pon.sihilitv  of  .stockliolder.s  [ilaced  at  eight  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars:  surplus  and  profit.',  S29,- 
(H)/.  and  deposits,  $188,133.  The  bank  is  having 
splendid  success  and  is  thoroughly  representative, 
as  it  is  likewi'C  one  of  the  strongest  factors  in 
maintaining  this  rich  and  .growing  city  and  coun- 
(V.  with  their  varied  resources  and  industries.  'The 
directors  cri  the  Citizens'  .National  are;  John  1 
t levelauil,  Dr,  D.  Strickland,  Riggs  T’ermington, 
j.  AL  Mriore,  John.  R.  Johnson,  Leon  Cleveland, 
M,  M,  T'ittman,  T,  J,  M’aglev,  T.  C.  Tdakem-y. 

Afr.  Piiirnan,  wlni  was  bom  in  Jack.son  county. 
Cieorgia,  is  a son  of  Jttd.ge  Al.  Al.  and  Alary 
Bt’.ggs'i  Pittih.an,  and  i>  connected  with  the  hc.st 
of  tile  old  southern  families.  His  father  was  a 
lawver  at  leffer.soii.  Ceorgia,  and  for  some  time 
serteil  as  jud.ge  of  the  comtU  court.  Mr.  .Pitt- 
man received  his  educational  advantages  at  Alar- 
rin  TiistiUitc,  at  jeff'erson.  atid  at  the  Cniversily 
of  ( ieor.gia  at  ..Athens.  At  the  beginning  of  liis 
ind(  jicndent  career  he  taught  schord,  for  a wdiile 
ill  1 1‘.-‘ ir.gda,  and,  011  ccaiiing  to  l exas  111  1881, 
wa.s  file-  tears  superiuiendenl  in  charge  of  the 
public  .'.rliords  of  lA.ngview.  It  wa.s  Air.  Pitt- 
man w!u>  brought  Professor  Cousins,  the  nou-d 
educator,  to  Te.xas,  Itaving  brought  that  talented 
iii-triictor  to  thi'  field  as  hi.s  assistant  in  the 
school  work  at  k.ongview.  From  Longwiew  Mr. 
Pitiman  went  to  West  I'ex'as,  and  for  seven  year' 
was  engaged  in  the  nitrcaiuile  busines'  ;it  Alid- 
land,  since  which  lime  Clcliunie  has  been  his 
ho'iie,  * >11  first  coming  here  he  liuilt  an  oil  null, 
later  in.stalled  a gm,  and  then  the  Pittman  flour 
uiid,  all  rcprcM-malivc  industries  of  the  cit} . The 
!>ii  mil!  iu  has  sniee  s. ,k1.  ]>nt  still  owns  the  flour- 
ing mill. 


HISTORY  OF  NORTH  AND  WEST  TEXAS. 


49 


By  his  marriag'e  to  Miss  Lulu  Stark  of  Jack- 
son  count\-,  Georgia,  Mr.  Fittman  has  two  cliil- 
hreii,  Ruth  and  Katharine. 

THO.MAS  AHTCTIKI.L  ANDERSON.  Un- 
der tlie  inonntain’s  foot,  in  the  v;dley  of 
IRan's  creek.  Hands  the  farm  cottage  that  marks 
the  honie.stead  of  Thomas  i\f.  Anderson  of  tlii.s 
review.  It  is  conspicuously  prominent  ami  com- 
manding from  the  station  and  village  of  Sebree. 
in  Jack  county,  and  .shclter.s  'neath  its  ho.spitahle 
roof  the  .source.s  of  power  in  the  creation  of  a 
home  who.se  influence  has  permeated  tlie  com- 
munitc'  around  about  ami  in  the  improvement  of 
a farm  which  marks  the  heiglit  of  [)rogres,s 
and  advancement  ah  mg  the  waters  of  the  silent 
creek.  Two  hundred  and  fourteen  acres  of  the 
Hanccick  Survey  came  into  fxtsses.sion  of  Mr. 
Anderson  when  lie  came  into  the  comity  in  ,1882, 
and  it  became  the  play-ground  of  his  activities 
and  to  its  borders  ciiiig  new  aciiuisitioii.s  of  ter- 
ritory which  mark  his  snb.stantial  progres.s  as  a 
.stock  farmer  and  testify  to  hi.s  achievement.s  dur- 
ing the  score  of  year.s  that  approximately  limit 
his  residence  within  the  county  , LJnvards  of 
six  hundred  acres  are  embraced  within  the  area 
of  his  rural  dominions  and  the  .'-tock  and  grain 
raised  under  supervision  and  direction  of  its 
owner  have  been  sources  of  wealtli  and  power 
in  the  accunuilalion  of  this  knightly  estate. 

Tarrant  county.  Texas,  wa.s  the  home  of  Mr. 
Anderson  from  1852  until  his  advent  to  Jack 
county,  ^kbraham  .\nderson,  his  father,  estah- 
li.shed  the  family  there,  maintained  it  as  a fanner, 
came  to  Jack  county  with  our  .subject  and  died 
here  in  i^X>.  possessed  of  an  estate  which  consti- 
tute.s  the  home  of  hi.s  maiden  iJaughtcr.  Casey 
county,  Kentucky,  was  the  first  .\merican  home 
C‘f  this  family,  for  it  was  there  that  John  Ander- 
son, a .Scotchman  and  the  grandfather  of  our 
subject,  settled  and  reared  the  following  family. 
John.  Abraham,  James,  William,  Nanov,  who 
died  unmarrieil.  and  Folly,  \yjio  married  Ron 
Stiiggct.  Abraham  Anderson  married  ('ather- 
ine,  a daughter  of  Dandridge  Tucker,  a farmer, 
ill  1837.  and  brought  up  his  children  in  the  paths 
of  rectitude  in  hi.s  native  and  in  his  adopted  slate. 
He  was  born  in  1812  and  hi.s  wife  was  horn 
in  181U  and  died  near  \ incyard  in  1003.  The 
children  of  their  hou.sehold  were:  Dandridge, 

who  was  killed  while  in  the  Confederate  service 
in  the  battle  of  Chickamaug'a  : William,  whc'  died 
also  in  the  soiilhcrii  army  ; Thomas  M..  of  this 
mention;  Nancy,  of  Jack  county,  wife  of  Frank 
Gilmore:  Faulina.  who  occupies  the  parental 
homestead:  Rcltie.  of  Terrell,  Te.xas;  and  1 ton- 
nie,  wife  of  J.  Tl.  Le.ach.  of  Fort  Worth. 


Casey  connry,  Kentucky,  was  Ihe  birthplace  of 
Thomas  M.  ,\iiderson,  and  January  7, 
mark.s  the  natal  day  . The  fn>iitier  county  schcKils 
of  Tarrant  county  sufficed  for  his  mental  train- 
ing in  youth  and  the  farm  of  his  father  was  the 
scene  ;)f  Ids  y isutlifii]  an-d  early  aciiviiies.  The  sec- 
ond y ear  of  the  v\,ir  he  enlisted  in  Company  F, 
Nineiecmh  Texas  Cavalry , Rurford's  regiment. 
Parson's  Brigade  of  the  Trans-iMississippi  De- 
partment. lie  fought  in  battle  at  Helena,  Cape 
Girardo  ami  Jaekson.  and  was  with  General 
I ’rice's  army  during  a portion  of  Ids  service.  To- 
ward the  close  of  the  war  liis  o.immaiid  returned 
to  Te.xa.s  and.  he  was  disbanded  near  Hemjistead 
when  the  eiul  finally  came. 

The  harve.st  field  caught  iMr.  Anderson  first 
wlicn  he  resumed  civil  life,  ami  wlien  this  was 
i>ver  he  bought  an  o.x  team  on  a credit  and  be- 
came a freigjiter  from  Jefferson,  Pine  IMills  and 
Hotislon  to  inland  points  towanl  the  frontier  in 
'fexas.  Having  gotten  a foothold  be  began  hand- 
ling cattle  and  IcHiking  in  the  direction  of  agricul- 
ture three  mile.s  norrh  of  Fort  Wortii.  His  suc- 
cess there  placed  him  in  a position  of  independ- 
ence, .so  to  s]>eak,  wlicn  he  sliould  begin  Ids  career 
in  Ids  new  home  in  Jack  county. 

.May  8.  1871,  Thomas  M.  Anderson  and  IMary 
I’aschali  were  united  in  marri.ige  in  1'arrant 
conntv.  Mrs.  Anderson  was  a daughter  of  Stan 
Paschrdl.  who  caiiie  to  Texas  from  Tennessee 
and  settled  in  \ an  Zandt  county,  where  Mrs.  An- 
derson was  horn  in  1S53.  dir.  Pa.schall  married 
Miss  Martha  rtubc.  and  their  chiblren  were; 
Jack,  of  Wise  county;  Mrs.  .\nder.s<«;  Dennis, 
of  Wise  county,  and  Rettie.  who  married  Jciscph 
Clark  and  died  witliout  is.siie.  Air,  and  Mrs.  An- 
derson's children  are:  Dolly,  wife  of  Lee  Cald- 
well, with  issue,  Ethel,  Thomas.  Claud  and  '.Mary 
Lillie;  Abraham,  v, ho  is  on  tlie  old  home,  rnar- 
rie>i  Rulah  Mclfonald,  and  has  children,  Eula, 
John  and  -\braham  : Fannie,  who  married  Tliom- 
as  Cannon  and  has  a son.  Clarence;  Lillie,  wife 
of  James  C:inn<jn.  of  Tarrant  county , with  chil- 
dren, ^Vill!e,  Ralph  an<l  Georgie  Anna,  and  Wil- 
liam F.,  who  is  on  the  liome  farm  ami  married  to 
Georgie  Stanley  and  is  tlie  father  of  riionias  Wil- 
l.nirn. 

Tn  local  political  inaiiers  Mr.  .\nderson  has 
never  failed  b>  show  his  sympatiiv  with  the 
niivvenient  for  honest  and  com|ieterit  public  offi- 
cials an<l  lias  frcqui  uled  primaries  and  represcn- 
tatix'c  conventions  for  placing  in  nomination 
Democratic  candithUcs  and  has  helped  to  coiiicst 
the  political  ground  abotu  Ids  own  precinct  with 
the  (.pposition  party  for  success  at  the  jiolls.  He 
is  a gentleman  of  indc])eridence  >.f  action.  lilK  cty 
of  thought  and  freedom  of  speech,  and  with  a 
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nai;!ir<’  in.  harnioi;}’  with  the  hri^ht  side  of  lift*. 
He  iTinnthizc^  u iih  and  helps  the  weak,  lends 
en<  (juraet  tnent  u,i  and  proffers  nholcsorne  advice 
to  ihc  sh.,ri  sij;luecl  and  wayward  and  ;>romotes 
tbs  itseriwts  of  peace  and  frrxvhvdl  every  day  of 
liis  life  He  is  not  a stickler  U>r  strict  orthodoxy 
iti  >pinf.iuil  rruiiuTS,  bcHeving  rather  in  the  ac- 
cor.ij ■iish.rnent  of  gfood  results  in  this  life  with  in- 
difference a,s  t'O  C’lir  fate  in  the  fnture  world.  His 
coriintuthiy  and  his  comuy  hold  hiTU  in  high  re- 
gard ai-d  ‘’Ustrle  Tam"  Anders(>n  is  the  central 
fitrure  of  the  X'inevard  seuicnicm. 

GEORGE  \V.  YEdvKLEY,  M.  D.  I'or  more 

than  f«.'rty-llve  years  the  fannlv  (n’  w hicli  the  srili- 
jc'ct  of  this  rct  ierv  t*;  a disiing-ui  died  rej'resonta- 
tuc  has  ownc'l  Texas  as  its  ir  me,  ana  it  was 
fotmdcd  here  by  Gctargte  O.  Ycai-dev.  wliose  ad- 
vv.iit  litther  dates  from  the  .Satur  la\'  before  Lin- 
coitl's  e!ccti:  >ii  to  the  prt  sidenc;'  in  Not  ember, 
i860.  Mtliough  i!tc  state  of  Tcniics,-cc  was  tlie 
irtother  of  tlie  tainilv  of  this  rare  name,  from 
where  ramificatiotis  of  it  spread  north,  south, 
earl  and  west.  Dent  counts.  Missouri,  fnrtiished 
the  L 'ne  Star  staiv  its  quota  and  it  was  in  the 
latter  cminty  that  Georg'c  W.  Veakley  was  horn 
August  18.  1854. 

( -eorge  O,  Yeakley  was  born  in  Greene  eoim- 
t> , Tcniu-ssee,  Februarv  y,  1800.  and  descended 
{roni  a Gi  rman  eiriigraiit  wh<r.  « ith  all  his  fam- 
ily save  two  little  sons,  died  en  rcnite  to  the 
United  States  and  were  buried  at  sea,  the  sons 
beiiig  diseinbarked  on  tlie  Atlantic  coast  a.s  waifs 
ts-  tu.ike  their  wav  in  the  worM  as  hesi  they 
could.  In  0 -liort  time  one  of  them  died  and 
th;;  rcm.-iininy  one,  whose  Christian  iiamt-  is  not 
preserved  t- > us.  wtis  left  to  be  honored  witli  po.s- 
tern.e  of  tlie  generatioris  of  the  future 
in  'hi':  new  worlsl.  From  Ga'tlc  Garden 

the  orlyin'il  'S'caklcy  drifted  into  Tennessee, 
whei'!.:  !u:  hvi  'uuc  a hlacksmiili's  apprentice,  fiti- 
isl'e  1 his  u.iOe,  iullov.  ctl  u thr'iiighoiu  life  and 
I'isd  h;  w 'iig  cK wen  Sons,  um  iif  \vh,>ni  was 
tv.-ii-gi  (>..  f;uh;T  of  ‘he  subject  m'  this  notice. 

!n  iiSy. i f.e.''rge  C).  ^^■akley  migraled  t(i  Wash- 
tnste'u  ci.-o.itw  .Missouri,  w here  he  was  for  a 
m -'.-il'er  Vi . "it's  engaged  in  K ail  mining,  hut 
wh.e  h-:  i.  w;n.(d  m Dent  nninS^  he  uirned  his  at- 
n-iuvn  ;w  farwiing  and  Uu-re  ;tn:l  in  Fexas  ever 
a WWW:,,;  lii. > wed  that  vocation.  In  Texas  lie 
'w  ‘-'.1  iSi,.  e,  iXyi  s;i  1 lenton  C' uinte. 

'w:  w ;u  11  . i:'  wc  ! oifke  conntw  and  in  5884  10 
X 'iwi'iv  tew}i- .farili . ami  di,w!  shcre  ,\j)ril 
Ft  -i  iiiii:  w,;C.  ' f'.t  die  issue  oi  the  Civil  war  he 
■ a ’■ -Ui  ! >w-a  icr.it.  while  his  brothers  and 
hi-  1:  -'  -r  m re!MW:--.-s:  wvrc  adliemu--  of  the 
C'WiW  a w'.:  I -n'-r.  .au}  yd-,  Wiilitical  clash  was 


ilie  cause  of  somewhat  estranged  family  rela- 
tions, For  his  wife  ho  chose  Lydia,  a daughter 
of  iMr.  Grulihs.  His  wife  died  in  Cooke  county, 
'Icxas.  November  24,  1SS2,  at  the  age  of  sixty- 
seven  ycar.s. 

Of  the  i'Siie  of  George  O.  and  I,}dia  Yeaklc) 
ilartin  \'an  Iliiren  was  the  oldest  and  he  died  in 
Chico,  Texas,  June  14.  1808;  Mary  died  without 
being  married,  Margaret,  of  Young  county, 
Texas,  is.  the  wife  of  J.  C.  Stewart ; James  IM.  of 
Chico.  Texas,  and  Dr.  <iieorgc  M'. 

The  farm  was  the  scene  of  the  childhood  and 
M.iatlifnl  life  of  Dr,  Yeakkyv,  and  he  acquired  a 
iiheral  education  in  the  conunon  schools.  As  a 
beg-imiiiig  in  life  he  taught  cruintry  school  two 
tears  iu  Denton  county  and  at  the  age  of  twent}'- 
two  tears  took  up  the-  sul.iject  of  medicine  with 
Dr.  j.  ,S.  Riley,  Cif  Bloonifudd.  He  attended  lec- 
tures at  the  iMedical  Department  of  the  Universi- 
ty of  Louisville,  first,  and  the  term  of  i8yy-8o 
situlieil  in  the  Kentucky  School  of  Medicine. 
February  28,  1S84,  he  graduated  in  the  Medical 
Dc-parunent  of  the  I'niversity  of  Uonisville  and 
opened  an  office  for  practice  at  Chico,  in  Y'isc 
C'..)Uiity,  Texas.  He  j>racticed  his  jirofession  in 
that  conmiunilv  for  eighteen  years  and  then  lo- 
cated in  Lewie.  The  year  1004  he  was  a partner 
with  III'.  Elder,  of  Lowie,  Jmt  Januarv  i,  1905, 
he  and  Dr.  .Sneed  Strong  a.s.sociatcd  tliem.selve,s 
together  and  the  firm  of  Strong  & Yeakley  is  one 
w ideh'  and  favorably  know  n in  Montague  count}'. 

\Miile  in  Chico  Dr.  Yeakley  was  local  surgeon 
for  the  Rock  .Island  Railway,  and  in  Bowie  he 
officiates  in  the  same  cajiacity.  He  is  examiner 
fur  the  FY[nitahle.  Mutual  and  New  York  I.ife 
Insurance  Companies,  as  well  as  several  other 
strong  coinpanic.s,  and  in  i8cj8  he  look  lectures  in 
the  c'hicago  Poh'clinic  and  again  in  iei02  and 
UiO^.  He  is  loyal  to  Democracy  and  has  helped 
to  carry  the  partv's  wishes  into  effect  in  local 
conventions. 

I>r.  ’^Yaklcy  was  first  married  in  Ccxdce  coun- 
ty, Texas,  Augmst  29,  18S0,  to  ^tlaggie,  a daugh- 
ter of  Zelitha  and  John  ,B.  Edwards,  formerly' 
from  Tennessee.  The  i.ssne  of  this  union  was  a 
d.'iughter,  itlyrtle,  wife  of  Charle.s  E.  F’eck,  of 
l-.'.ik  Cil}'.  ( Iklahoina.  Januarv  18.  1800.  Dr. 
h eakiev  niarric'i  .Miss  .Sallie  INIoore.  a daughter 
of  James  B.  .Moore,  a .South  Carolina  settler  to 
Jacks))'. ro  in  1880.  \’erena  Davis  'S'eakley,  a 
daughter,  was  born  February  ry.  1902. 

.Di.'wky  \V.  NYE,  operating  in  real  estate 
in  .b'ort  V\‘onh.  his  business  ability  being  mani- 
fest hi  hi-,  cajiable  control  of  property  interests 
b.iih  tor  himself  and  olhers,  had  his  birth  in  the 
lar-off  Line  Tree  -state,  liis  natal  place  being 
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Fairfield,  Somerset  county.  His  parents  vi  ere 
Hcinari  and  Julia  R.  (Wing)  Nye,  who  were 
likewise  natives  of  Maine  and  their  home  locality 
had  long  been  the  ancestral  place  of  resirlenee 
of  the  famih'.  The  progenitors  of^the  Nye  fam- 
ily in  America,  however,  settled  first  in  Massa- 
chusetts. whence  later  generations  removed  to 
Maine.  The  well  known  humorist.  Hill  Nye,  and 
also  Senator  Nye  of  Nevada,  are  descendants  of 
the  same  original  stock.  Heman  Nye  being  a 
cousin  of  the  huinori.st.  llcman  Nye  was  a farm- 
er and  lumberman,  to  which  pursuit  he  was 
reared  and  to  the  conduct  of  which  he  devoted  liis 
energies  throughout  his  business  career.  Roth 
he  and  his  wife  died  in  Maine. 

Henry  W.  Nye  began  his  education  in  tlie  local 
schools  of  Fairfield,  Maine,  and  supplemented  his 
early  advantages  bv  an  academic  course  in  Wa- 
terville.  that  state.  To  early  manh(H">d  he  enlistetl 
as  a private  in  Comp,any  C,  iMaine  Infantry, 
which  command  achieved  fame  in  the  Civil  war. 
He  was  enrolled  in  1862.  His  companv  was  first 
stationed  at  the  forts  east  of  Wa.shington.  but 
after  about  three  months  joined  McClelland’s 
armv  at  Harper’s  Ferry'  and  subsequently  went 
to  Virginia  and  down  the  Loudon  valley  to  Fred- 
ericksburg. He  was  in  the  battle  there  in  which 
eighty  thousand  Imion  troops  were  engaged  on 
the  1 2th  of  December,  T862.  The  brigade  to 
Avhich  Mr.  Nye  belonged  threw  the  jionttxin 
bridge  across  the  river  at  that  point,  luiter  he 
participated  in  the  battle  of  Spottsylvania,  w hieh 
occurred  e.arly  in  the  y'ear  of  1863.  .Afterward  his 
brigade  formed  the  rear  guard  on  the  march  to 
Gettysburg  and  in  that  battle  formed  the  center 
W'hich  received  Pickett’s  charge. 

On  the  second  day’s  battle  Vlr.  Nye  had  a 
finger  shot  off  and  also  sustained  another  wound 
■which  necessitated  his  remaining  in  the  hospital 
for  six  months.  On  rejoining  his  regiment  he 
was  commissioned  lieutenant.  He  again  joined 
his  command  at  Hrandv  Station  on  the  Rapidan 
in  January,  i86|,  and  with  the  regirnent  Avent 
into  the  battle  of  the  Wildeme.ss.  the  principal 
fighting  being  done  on  the  6th  of  Vlay . 
Avhen  they  lost  half  of  their  brigade,  Companv 
C entered  that  battle  Avith  three  officers  and 
forty-four  men  and  Avhen  the  charge  was  ma<le 
on  Spottsylvania  Court  House,  AAdiich  was  a part 
of  the  movement  of  that  engagement,  they  started 
in  -with  only  elcA'en  men  all  told  and  Avhen  the 
charge  Avas  ended  every  man  in  the  companv  had 
been  disabled  with  the  exception  of  Mr.  N)-e  and 
one  other,  these  being  the  only  two  of  the  entire 
company  who  Avere  able  to  get  over  the  breast- 
works. During  a j>art  of  this  time  Lieutenant 
Nye  temporarily  commanded  Company  II.  but 


<lid  not  l.iecoine  detached  from  his  original  com- 
panv. Not  long  after  this  he  was  slnat  by  a Hiarp- 
slirwtei',  Avhich  completely  disabled  him  from  fur- 
tlier  service  in  the  army.  He  was  often  in  the 
thickest  of  the  fight  in  many  hotly'  contested  en- 
gagements and  he  made  a splendid  record  for 
bravery  and  loyalty  upon  the  fields  of  battle. 

Returning  to  his  home  Mr.  Nye  spent  three 
years  in  recuperating  and  tho-n  went  to  Albany. 
Ncav  V^ork,  AAhcre  for  lliree  years  he  Avas  en- 
gaged in  the  insurance  business  with  his  brother, 
-\.  II.  Nye,  living  there  during  the  time  Avlien  the 
IVveed  Ring  was  at  the  height  of  its  poAver.  Re- 
moving to  Rutland,  \ ermnnt,  Air.  Nyc  resided 
there  for  ten  ^ ears  engagtxl  in  the  insurance  busi- 
iies.s  and  on  the  expiration  of  that  period  he  came 
to  Texas,  arriving  at  Fort  We>rth  in  January', 
1877.  Here  he  lias  since  made  his  home  and  he 
has  Avalched  the  place  grow  from  a small  toAMA  to 
its  present  metropolitan  proportions.  He  was 
first  engaged  in  conducting  a farm  near  the  town, 
but  gradually  becaine  interested  in  city  property 
here,  erecting  buildings  and  conducting  various 
busine.ss  transactions.  Through  his  elYorts  un- 
sightly lots  have  been  converted  into  improv>-d 
city  property,  good  buiklirigs  have  been  erected 
and  his  labors  have  contributed  in  substantial 
measure  to  the  gnAwth  and  progress  of  the  city 
as  Avell  as  his  hidividual  success.  For  five  years 
he  AV'as  iri.spector  and  appraiser  of  a loan  com- 
pany', hut  for  a number  of  years  past  has  given 
his  undivided  attention  to  Ills  real  estate  deal- 
ings. 

.Mr.  .Nye  was  married  to  Aliss  Mary  M'hit- 
man,  a native  of  Lewiston,  Maine,  and  tiiey  hav'e 
two  sons,  Fred  F.  and  M'illiara  H.  Mr.  Nye  has 
never  been  a candidate  for  office,  although  he 
has  been  in  times  past  an  inilucntial  figure  in 
politics,  but  he  has  not  desired  distinction  in 
that  line.  He  is  well  known  in  Grand  Army- 
circles  b(Alh  local  and  national,  is  commander  of 
the  local  post  in  Fort  \A'orlh  and  for  five  years 
was  a meml>er  of  the  national  council  of  adminis- 
tration and  served  on  the  staff  of  Commanders 
.Alger  and  Wanter.  His  religious  membership  is 
with  the  Alethodist  Episcopal  church.  In  Fort 
AA'orth  he  has  made  a creditable  name  in  business 
circles  through  the  recognition  and  utilization  of 
opportunity  and  through  his  close  conformity  to 
a high  standard  of  business  ethics. 

JCDGE  FRANK  B.  STANLEA’.  The  pro- 
fession of  law  offers  no  opportunities  save  to  dc- 
rermiueil  spirits,  and  Avithin  its  circles  Judge 
Frank  B.  .Stanley  has  Avon  success.  He  aaus  bom 
at  Xenia,  Ohity  ivt  1832,  but  when  a young  boy 
removed  to  Iroquois  count}'.  Illinois.  When 
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i'.-  -..He  j cars-  oi  ayfc  he  kn  hume.  ;md  fur  .--rveral 
} ‘ ari  !ht  ro.'u'icr  le  d the  intere.stin"'  life  irf  a fron- 
criw-hu}-,  miiier,  scout,  prospector,  con- 
tra. i/ir.  etc  . in  the  soiuh'.t'est.  principall;.-  in  the 
Indi.-n  Territory,  whure  al.'O  he  was  a gor’ern- 
. i-.iii  .'urrc'ar  ami  a,-,sisteii  lu  seclif'P.ize  llle  In- 
■ d<{n  Tcrrii'irv  for  the  Interior  i)i  parlment,  thus 
•>ec<';nii!Sj  thuroustiliv  iianhliar  with  the  jdains 
coimrry  from  the  Rio  Grande  region  in  Texas 

0 irlh  to  the  Dakotas.  Follow inp'  ihe.se  experi- 
euC!>  he  located  ai  h'astland,  Texas,  lor  the 
sutdi  <>f  law.  and  was  there  adinirted  to  the  bar 
;ri  ibyo.  Five  year>  were  sjxml  in  that  city, 
and  un  ilie  e.\pir,atioii  cT  the  period,  in  iS8’,  he 
earac  to  Fori  Worth  and  here  he  h.a.s  ever  .since 
rem.aiiu'd  in  the  actire  practice  of  the  law,  !n-ing 
a proniincisl  commercial  and  c>m;ioraiiori  attor- 
tHV,  Me  tvas  a memV.’cr  of  the  law  hnns  ■>! 
Wra;-.  & Sranle'-.  Stanley  & Sjjor.ntr-  and  Slan- 
It'N , Spoont^  & Thomp.'i'n,  lim  tn  the  .summer 
^it  opM,  jitd^e  Staiiiet  wiih'irexv  from  partner- 
>.hij)  relaiioiis  an;l  now  practices  individually, 
ids  worlv  Ixing  pri;>cipally  of  a con.suIting  na- 
ture. For  ten  \ear>  he  was  a niemiter  of  the 
hrm  <:f  ponera!  aitumevs  and  .siilicitor.s  Fa-  the 
F. .rt  Worth  vk  I.demer  t'ity  Railrctad.  and  i.s 
still  •!iic  of  the  coiisuitine'  attornc}  .s  for  the  cciin- 
f«nv.  !d>r  a number  of  year.-  jufige  Sratiley 
ha.s  ive-o!',  a ])r..n;inent  lignre  in  the  Rej'uhlican 
i>arly  of  Fe-xas,  in  which  his  efltmt.-.  haw  been 
-recess fill  in  maintaining  liarmonv  ami  in  ktef'- 
ino  .J,<vrn  factional  troubles.  He  has  been  a 
member  of  the  State  Executive  Committee,  al- 
sr>  serving  m other  important  position.-  in  the 
party  -irganization.  and  i.s  a pletising  public 
speaki  i in  CiUivcntions.  In  i >ne  state  conveu- 
F,m  \v‘H  rc  the  party  was  unfortunate  enough 
t>-  be  diviiled  into  two  factions  Juijge  Stanlcv 
was  -■!  acccptaiile  to  each  factk.in  that  one  of 
tl'icm  iu  minatcvl  i'lini  for  attoriK  \ gciu-ra!  and 
ti-.i.  otiier  lor  uulge  of  the  supmne;  court.  In 
lora  he  recciwd  the  Republican  uomination  for 

' ‘ L'i'es-niau  from  ilk-  Twelfth  Congressional 
Di~triet  of  Texas, 

'.IvD  I d\i  j.vX  I he  -.ulde.-f  oi  this 
s ;iii  ,.;ss  boHi  near  C'haricston,  Kanawlia 
e oii-v,  \\  wt  \ irgiiiia.  I chruarv  12.  iSog  J];.; 
; -e,  Ro\  a:  \\  . ami  I rauce-  \.  ( Surnnierhols] ) 

' snoved  from  she  cuiliaed  old  stale  to 

• he  .Ir  n m-.Ciriir'ed  Xnrtliwesf , Tf.xa^.  arriving 
arch  3,  1874.  while  rhat  place  wa- 
-r  eh  ; ’ inir^"  ,.,.d  ilw  gaicivuv  Texas  and 

1 ia-  .e::|  ;ie  ,>.<  . 

‘ - ■rmi;:'  :n  Me.iir.oii  about  one  'week  thc 

or.  ■!  i i ai.d  foro  . :i  Ok  acqnainr.inct  i.f  11,  K. 
or  ! or  M-.  nree  Ukr  rernniga  -mall  C;.loiu 


of  ssttb.rs  tor  c'lav  cuniit}’  (then  far  west  and 
un-euled  1.  7'he  colonx  left  Deni.son  by  ox  teams, 
fjriucipally.  and  arrived  at  the  Whaley  ranch  be- 
low the  iiioiiih  of  the  Big  W'ichita  river  .some 
ten  or  twelve  rlavs  later  and  there  went  into  camp 
for  a few  days  muil  they  could  locate  and  make 
I'jr.’paratioii  n>  occupy  their  new  homes.  The 
spot  chosen  by  the  Grogans  was  on  the  north 
-'iilc.  of  the  Big  Wicliiia,  near  the  present  town 
of  Charlie,  where  their  tent  was  pitched  and 
surrounded  liy  a -tcickade  of  split  cottoinvood 
log-  as  a protection  against  the  hands  of  Indians 
yet  roaming  through  the  country. 

The  Grogans  were  .among  the  first  settlers  of 
Clav  county,  if  not  tlie  very  fir.st  familv  to  set- 
tle in  lilt  county  after  the  war,  and  they  under- 
went many  har, 1-hip-  while  endeavoring  to  exist 
here  in  those  daxs.  Deni.son  wa.s  the  neare.st 
railroad  point  and  there  being  no  bridges  over 
the  .strt-ams  we.sf  of  Ganie.-ville.  the  journe}' 
to  the  (.hiteway  wa.s  a long,  and  often  times,  a 
liazankn.is  one.  On  i.'iic  occasion  the  family  was 
forced  to  go  without  breatl  ftir  three  days,  liv- 
ing on  '.vili!  game,  meanwhile,  and  being  fairlv 
comtVirrablf  while  awaiting  the  home-commg  ot 
the  faiml)  conimissary. 

The  well  kaenvn  Curtis  Itros.  then  had  a cat- 
tle ranch  on  the  Big  Wichita,  and  from  this 
ranch  the  Crogan  family  w-as  supplied  with 
beef,  the  latter’-  .suinilv  of  provisions  being  di- 
vided with  neighbors  in  ca.ses  of  necessity. 

After  remaining  in  their  fir.st  location  ahout 
one  year  Mr.  (.  irogan  Sr.  moved  south  of  the 
Big  Wichita,  wliere  some  advantages  were  to 
lie  had  superior  to  those  wlicre  they  first  settled 
and  tlie  domestic  e.stabli-hment  wa.s  -et  ii])  near 
the  Colonel  M halev  rancli. 

E'lward  lircigan  liad  poor  .sclmol  advantages, 
attending  scho'.l  c.nly  f..uir  months  after  hi.s  ar- 
rival in  Te.xa.s,  and  that  in  a “'dugout”  in  the 
vvimer  of  1876-7,  the  teacher  being  Hon.  John 
B.  ] lopknis,  an  educait  <1  gentleman  ami  an  aide 
mstriicior  who  is  vet  in  Clay  county.  ,\tter  fin- 
i,siiing  his  educ.ution  E-d  was  fv'rced  to  lie  hired 
out  to  lu'lu  -upi'ort  the  f.amilv-  and  began  life  as 
a 'Aowliov,’'  tir-i  in  a .small  wav,  herding  a 
small  bunch  of  cattle  b.r  Colonel  Whaley  to 
kcvji  tliein  away  froiii  die  fields,  as  there  were 
no  fence.s  vet.  lie  was  next  engaged  by  C'linp- 
bc'1  and  Sandell  to  lierd  beef  cattle  lui  Frog 
creek,  but  moved  them  ,-oon  to  Fort  Reno,  In- 
dian Tetfiiory,  i<  > supply  the  United  States  gov- 
ernment with  l.ieef  on  contract  there.  From 
,\iignsi.  iHjH,  to  Tune,  idyi).  he  stiv^nt  at  the 
Fori  and  then  retunus.l  to  Texas. 

lie  wa-  nc.xt  engaged  by  -V.  E.  Rowers  to 
Ik  rvl  caille  on  the  .Big  Wichita  and,  later  by 
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George  F.  Perry,  of  Gainesville,  who  owned  a 
ranch  near  the  mouth  of  that  river  in  i88i.  Be- 
ing of  mature  mind  for  one  of  his  years,  Mr. 
Grogan  had  learned  the  value  of  a dollar.  The 
hard  struggles  of  previous  years  to  earn  a 
livelihood  had  not  escajied  him  and  he  saved 
some  of  his  wages  rather  than  sjK'iid  it  all  as 
many  “cow  hoys”  foolishly  did.  \\  ilh  an  eye 
on  the  future,  in  the  s])ring  of  1S83  he 
was  able  to  and  l>ought  about  fortt’-five  head  of 
stock  cattle  which  he  took  to  Fort  Sill  where  he 
accepted  an  otler  from  his  former  employer,  IMr. 
Campbell,  at  go<‘>d  wages,  practically  ha\Hng 
charge  of  the  beef  department  of  his  employer's 
industry  and  holding  his  ealtle  with  the  herd. 

In  this  position  j\Ir.  Grogan  “picked  up”  rap- 
idly, having  free  grass  for  his  own  cattle  and 
montlily  additions  in  cash  from  his  work.  Tie 
bought  more  stock  and  soon  had  a bunch  of 
“stuff’  worth  attention,  and,  in  time,  his  em- 
ployer became  his  partner  in  business.  He  was 
so  associated  for  two  years,  during  which  time 
he  secured  a large  and  profitable  oat  contract 
from  the  govenimenl,  in  conjunction  with  Iris 
broflier,  R.  P.  Grogan,  then  a merchant  at  Ben- 
vanuc,  Texas.  Thev  su(i[)lied  the  government 
stock  at  Fort  Sill  with  3C>o,ooo  poiniils  of  oats, 
filling  the  contract  up  to  the  letter  and  coming  off 
with  several  thousand  dollars  to  the  good. 

About  this  time  our  subject  began  to  cast 
about  for  a place  to  call  "home.”  In  company 
with  his  brother  before  mentioned,  he  bought  a 
TMirtion  of  the  R.  R.  Brown  survey  just  be- 
low the  Big  Wichita  on  Red  river  and  a year 
later  he  purchased  his  brother’s  interest  in  the 
three  hundred  and  nineteen  acres.  Seeing  tiic 
trend  of  matters  he  was  convinced  that  the 
man  who  hoped  to  grow  and  graze  cattle  must 
own  the  grass  or  be  driven  out  of  business,  so 
he  set  alxHit  acquiring  more  land  and  as  a re- 
sult he  owns  nearly  sixteen  hundred  acre-  of  as 
good  land  as  lies  in  the  bend  of  Reil  river,  all 
under  fence  and  stocked.  Iii  addition  to  this 
princely  estate  he  owns  (own  lots  in  different 
places  and  an  interest  in  a company  drilling 
for  oil  in  the  Clay  county  field. 

l\lr.  Grogan  was  the  fir.st  man  to  introduce 
concrete  as  a building  material  in  Clay  county 
and  erected  a store  building  of  it  in  the  new 
town  of  Hyers  in  1004. 

July  10.  1889,  Mr.  Grogan  married  Margaret 
F..  a daughter  of  John  G.  Kerr,  formerly  frttm 
Cooke  counU , Texas.  Seven  children  resulted 
as  the  issue  of  this  marriage,  viz ; Samuel  Aus- 
tin, Walter  Kerr,  Joe  Bailey,  George  B.,  Fan- 
nie D.,  Clla  C.,  and  IMellie  D. 


In  iiolirics  .Mr.  t.in'gan  is  a Deinotrai  aiKl  has 
alwa>s  taken  a more  '>r  less  active  jiart  in  county 
political  work.  He  has  been  several  years  a 
school  director  and  is  a member  of  the  MctIi'.- 
dist  clinreh.  IPs  resifb-nce  is  two  and  a half 
miles  nortlieast  of  Byers,  where  be  is  engage-d 
in  farming  and  the  stock  Imsiness,  Itaving  from 
two  to  lour  hundred  liead  of  steers  on  hand. 
W hile  he  was  a pioneer,  as  is  shown,  and  v, as 
thrust  upon  the  world  with  ratl'ier  crude  prep- 
aration for  the  real  battle  of  life  he  has  kept 
pace  with  the  onward  march  and  Itis  methods 
have  fairl\  w<:m  a ]>lace  among  the  substantial 
men  of  hi  ^ coimtv.  He  is  always  ready  to  aid 
wr.rthy  enterprises,  is  public  spirited,  progres- 
sive to  a marked  degree. 

Jl'lXiE  S.  C.  f’AnELFOKI)  is  a distin- 
guishtsl  member  of  the  bar  at  ('lehunic.  hav- 
ing broad  and  comprehensive  knowledce  of  jur- 
isprudence together  \vith  an  ability  that  enables 
him  tri  sink  personal  prejudices  a-id  opinions 
into  the  labors  of  a profession  (o  which  life 
and  liberty  must  b.iok  for  protection.  He  was 
horn  in  Coitiah  comity,  IMississipjii.  Init  was 
reared  in  Hinds  county,  that  state,  his  jiarents 
being  T.  f>.  and  Sarah  (Burton)  I'adclfonl.  His 
father,  a resident  of  Mississippi,  in  which  state 
he  was  horn,  lived  and  died,  became  a well  known 
Tilanter  and  slave-holder  there.  His  wife  was 
likewise  a native  of  that  state. 

In  his  parents'  home  Judge  I’adelford  spent 
his  ytuith  and  his  early  educational  iirivileges 
were  supplemented  hv  a course  of  studv  in  the 
I niversitv  of  IMississipjii  at  ( ).\ford,  from  which 
iu,M.itntion  lie  was  graduated  with  tlu:  class  of 

1873.  In  the  meantime  he  liad  taken  up  llie 
study  of  law  and  after  thorough  preliminary 
rearling  was  admitteil  to  the  ATississippi  bar  in 

1874.  He  sought  a field  of  labor  in  Te.xas,  com 
ing  to  Clehurne  in  the  same  year  and  opening 
an  office  for  practice  here.  His  profes.sional 
career  is  not  unlike  that  of  most  lawwers  who 
enter  the  ranks  of  the  legal  fraternity  to  C'.mi- 
jiete  with  men  of  greater  \cars  and  e.xfierience. 
Advancemeiil  at  the  bar  is  proverbially  slow, 
hut  Judge  Paileltord  demonstrated  his  skill  and 
aliility  to  cope  wirh  intricate  [iroblems  of  l.'iw 
anil  also  gave  pre'of  of  his  unfaltering  fidelity 
to  his  clients’  interests.  His  aiKaneeinent  there- 
fore was  sure  ami  certain  becanse  be  had  as  a 
l.iasis  of  bis  success  tirnad  knowledge,  an  anahti- 
cal  mind,  kren  discernment  and  strong  reasoning 
powers,  (.dwing  to  these  qualities  he  lias  worked 
bis  way  steadily  upward  until  he  is  now  the 
peer  of  the  ablest  practitioners  of  law  in  Texa.s. 
His  reasoning  is  cogent,  his  deductions  logical 
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and  in  the  application  of  a legal  principle  to 
the  point  .at  i.^.suc  he  is  seldoni,  if  ever,  at  fanlt. 
He  ha.s  >crv;  d as-  -.pcxoal  du'trirt  judge  at  various 
V':-.  > and  i:i  \i>ril.  icp5.  tvas  app-ointed  by  Gov- 
! rnnr  ! .atiis.'uii  ics  act  as  special  judge  on  tlte  su- 
bench  at  Austin  it- a case  in  which  one  of 
thi  stii  i-  sne  jiuiges  was  disqualified.  In  his  pri- 
■.a>'  pr;e  ice  lic  was  f- >r  twenty-one  years  as- 
'cniic.;  as  a fsartucr  with  Judge  \Mlliaiii  A. 
Tt.nnd'; iu>v  retired,  the  firm  being  Poiii- 
rk;<tcr  & Fade! ford.  Judge  Padelford  is  now 
alone  and  iic  h;is  a large  and  satisfactory  prac- 
tice in  ail  the  courts,  bc-ih  state  and  federal,  and 
in  f»;^^es'icln  of  one  c-l  the  largest  and  most 
vtiluabie  lav-  libraries  of  Texas,  with  tlte  con- 
tema  -of  which  he  has  intimate  knowledge. 

Judge  Padelfrird  was  nv-arrici  to  Mis.s  .Min- 
nie Beard.  native  of  ,\!ahaina.  and  they  liave 
t'.YO  chiMren,  Paul  and  Grace.  The  judge  liolds 
rneinbership  in  the  Alcliiodist  church  and  is  a 
'Uidcnt  of  those  questions  which  are  to  the  state.s- 
rnriU  anti  man  -it  atfairs  of  deep  interest,  ques- 
tions relating  to  tlte  welfare,  progress  and  sul>- 
siauual  improvcnienl  of  county,  st.'ite  and  na- 
tion, He  lias  dteir  able  .service  for  tlte  citv 
in  many  lines  that  liave  ]. roved  benehcial  and 
moret-wr  he  is  a-ctivdy  ci.-rmccteil  with  a pro- 
fe^si^)n  V.  Iiich  has  iniponam  bearing  upon  the 
progrcs.s  and  ^lable  prosperity  c>f  any  section 
; nd  one  vliich  has  Iruig  been  c- -n.sidered  as  con- 
^crvirig  tlie  public  welfare  by  furthering  the 
ends  of  justice  and  maintaining  indivitlual  rights. 

JOSEPH  XEWTOX  AfcCR ARY.  The  sub- 
ject lias  had  imuT'i  to  d<ti  with;  the  material  im- 
provement of  Clav  countv,  having  been 
at  all  limes  identified  with  its  building  interests, 
as  a carpenter,  and  iiaving  also  been  connected 
■-■.itli  its  farm  ami  home  deveiopmcni.  Ho  lias 
resided  within  ihc  -tate'.'  houndarics  since  the 

ye.ar  ib/O,  wlren.  witli  his  young  wife and 

liiiU'i  under  age — lie  Settled  in  Elli.-,  county.  He 
V,  a.s  without  resources  t-thcr  tb.an  his  w illing 
liiiiids,  and  lii.s  first  ivoik  in  the  state  was  at 
culling  :-aw  log,s.  He  eliaitced  soon  to  get  in 
ith  K.  1).  Hinkle.  .1  carpenter,  and,  lieing  liandy 
with  tools  iiimself,  he  made  the  as.soclalion  so 
agreeable  to  his  foreman  that  tlic  liusiness  cst 
ieamiiig  the  carfienU:  r’s  trade  iias  at  once  un- 
dertaken. He  remained  witii  Mr,  Hinkle  until 
lie  ’iv.'!-  aide  m do  i fn-rient  waark  iiimseli  and 
was  ihfiS  oiit  in  pfos<-s>!.-'-n  of  an  occuiiatiun  that 
lias  eontributi'd  no  litilc  t.-.  tlic  success  <,f  ifs 
i-areer  m the  Pone  .Ajar  sl.aU', 

\\  iirii  itc  !i.  ft  PUis  cnnnly  nn.f  came  to  I 'lav 
n Mr.  MePrarv  liad  a wagon  and  te.ani 

and  i«.s-  ib.au  lift-,  dollars  in  monev.  He  i.iuHcd 


in  on  .Strath  creek,  where  <leer.  turkey  and  ante- 
lope were  re.illy  too  numerous  for  thrift,  and 
where  one  could  alrno.st  kill  wild  turkeys  with 
a club,  and,  in  1880,  bought  a tract  of  wdld 
lan-i  on  that  stream  and  set  about  its  crude  fron- 
tier irnprovernent.  He  built  a log  hut  fourteen 
feet  square  and  moved  his  family  in  on  the 
ground,  as  Gainesville  was  the  nearest  market 
for  dressed  lumber  .and  oilier  supplies,  and  he 
was  a.^sociated  with  thio.se  primitive  surround- 
ings some  six  year.s,  when  he  sold  out  to  an 
advantage,  having  i»aid  only  one  dollar  an  acre 
for  his  land,  ."incl  purchased  another  new  tract 
one  mile  wc.st  of  Bellevue,  wliicli  he  still  owns. 
This  farm  A,ir,  McCrary  has  put  chiclly  to  the 
production  of  grain  and  its  improvements  em- 
brace a five-room  ceiitage,  barn  and  shed  room, 
a wind  mill  fi>r  his  well  and  fencing  and  cross- 
fencing all  around.  He  reinaine<l  in  the  active 
:-ii])ervision  of  the  place,  its  cultivation  devolv- 
ing upon  his  son.s,  till  1901,  when  lie  removed 
into  Eellcvue  and  has  here  busied  himself  cx- 
clu.si'ivly  with  Iris  tools  at  the  carpenter’s  bench. 
His  farm  contains  two  hundred  an-d  four  acres 
ami  is  situated  on  an  eminence  commanding  a 
fine  view  of  the  little  town  of  Bellevue  and  of 
the  count rv  around  it,  and  this,  together  with  his 
resilience  in  town,  shows  distinctly  what  J.  N. 
AIcCrary  Itas  accoitiplished  with  his  hands  since 
he  came  to  Texas. 

On  his  trip  to  Texas  Mr.  AlcCrary  catne  by 
wagon  with  Eagleton  A.fcCrary,  a cousin,  and 
eiglit  weeks  were  coiisuined  on  the  journey.  They- 
started  from  Rutherford  county,  Tennessee, 
w here  he  wa.s  born  Augu.st  25,  1850.  His  father. 
James  .McCrary,  was  a Tennesseean  by  birth,  his 
natal  year  being  in  the  twenties.  \Vhile  a Con- 
fedt  rate  .stildier  the  APinkees  captured  him  and 
impri.soned  him  at  Camp  Chase.  (.>hio.  where 
his  death  occurred  in  iHb.p  Tic  was  a farmer 
and  left  four  children  1)\"  his  marriage  with 
Jane  Donnell. 

rhe  -MeCTarys  are  of  Iri.sh  ancestry,  the 
grandfather  of  our  subject,  .Arthur  McCrary, 
Iiaving  accompanied  his  parents  into  Tennessee 
from  the  Emerald  Isle  about  the  opening  of  the 
nineti'cmh  century.  -Arthur  .McCrary  always 
lived  in  Rutherford  county  and  was  there  twice 
niarriei.i  tind  Uiere  re.ared  two  .sets  of  children 
and  there  pas.M-d  away.  By  his  first  marriage 
iii.s  drild  was:  Jane,  who  married  Tames  Starnes 
atid  passed  her  life  near  Lexington,  Alis.souri. 
.n>  his  sccon<l  marriage  there  were:  James,  fa- 
ilier  of  Jii-sejih  X.  of  this  review  ; Anderson,  of 
Teniie.ssee ; Alary,  who  married  Janies  Deck- 
ton;  J-K'.  wlio  (lied  in  Tennessee;  AJargaret.  wife 
Ilf  1 nmk  L.owv;  Ihannit.-,  deceased,  without 
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; Nancy;  Mr.s.  James  Gilley;  and  iNlellicj 
who  married  Jesse  Gilley  and  is  miw  deceas(?d. 

For  her  .second  husband  iMrs.  Jane  lUcChary 
married  Asa  Todd,  and  this  union  was  without 
issue.  The  McCrary  children  wa^re:  Jose])h 

X.,  of  Hellevue,  Texas;  and  William.  John  and 
James  of  Kntherfonl  coinitv,  Tennessee.  The 
nu>ther  died  January  2,  1005. 

Joseph  N.  .McCrary's  sduiol  advantaejes  were 
confined  to  the  rural  di.strict.s  and  the  most 
])riinitivc  and  short-lived  kind  at  Itest.  He  wa.s 
forced  to  aid  in  the  care  of  lii.s  younger  hrother.s, 
in  the  way  of  contrihulion.s  from  hi.s  labor,  and 
as  a youth  of  sixteen  he  was  earning  wap'es  and 
making  his  efforts,  in  his  limited  s})here  ctiunt. 
As  a resident  of  Clay  county  he  has  aided  in 
the  construction  of  many  i,>f  the  buildings  in 
Bellevue  which  stand  a.s  a raommtent  to  the 
handiwork  of  their  buildtrs,  and  among'  theni 
are  the  Methodist  Episcopal  and  Baptist 
cluirche.s.  the  .schnolhoti.se,  and  tlte  re.sidences  of 
V\'ebb.  Jackson  and  Duncan. 

Jauuar}'  25,  1870,  near  their  native  place  Mr. 
and  hits.  McCrary  were  married.  Her  maiden 
name  wa.s  IMnllie  Carnalian,  a daughter  of  Tres 
ton  and  Sarah  E.  (McCrary)  Carnahan,  from 
North  Carolina  to  Tennessee.  A.Ir.  Carnalian 
was  a son  of  James  Carnahan  and  .Mrs.  Carna- 
han was  a daughter  of  John  ]Mct.'rarv,  a distant 
relative  of  the  .subject  of  this  notice.  Mrs.  ilc- 
Oary.  wife  of  Joseph  X.,  is  one  of  five  chil- 
dren, as  follows:  Sarah,  wife  of  Jesse  Whlliams, 
of  Tennessee;  Mrs.  kfeCrary,  horn  I\'Iarch  24. 
1852;  Jane,  who  married  William  Ho<n  (-r  .and 
died  in  Collin  county,  Texas,  leaving  a family  ; 
Peterson,  who  tlied  in  Tennessee;  and  Lillie,  wife 
of  Frank  Harney,  of  Oklahoma. 

Mr.  and  IMrs.  NlcCrarv's  children  are:  Al- 
bert. whose  wife  was  lV:Iarv  Anderson  and  whose 
children  are:  Carl,  Dru.silla  and  Frank:  Baltes 

S.,  is  the  vounger  of  the  two  chiklren  in  family 
and  is  married  to  Daisy  Eaviihani  and  has  chil- 
dren ; I-loyd,  Cecil  and  1 .ucile. 

The  McCrarvs  w’cre  strictly  southern  in  senti- 
ment and  all  of  our  subject's  uncle.s  served  in 
the  army  of  the  Confederate  slates.  Following 
the  ivar  they  identified  thomselvc.s  politically 
w'ith  the  Democratic  party  and  Joseph  X.  of 
this  review  has  maintained  the  family  record. 

J.  W.  STEWART,  who  is  following  fanning 
in  the  Rod  river  valleys  in  Montagne  county  and 
is  -SO  directing  his  labors  along  practical  and 
progre.ssive  lines  that  his  efioris  are  being  at- 
tended wdth  a gratifying  measure  of  success, 
wa.s  born  in  Johnson  county,  Arkan.sas,  July  lO, 
1833.  His  parents  were  Wh'lliarn  and  T.ouisia 


(Swift)  Srewarl,  both  of  whom  v^ere  natives  of 
'remie^-fe,  ihoir  marriage,  however,  being  cele- 
brated in  \rl.-an:<as.  The  father  was  a so!i.  of 
Joseph  and  Jane  (Davis;  Srewari,  boih  of  wisorn 
were  truive  of  North  Carolina,  where  they  were 
married.  JoKCTih  Stewart  was  a .son  of  William 
Stewart,  one  of  three  brothers  wFo  emigrated 
from  Scot.iaml  t":)  the  new  ■world  and  landed  at 
North  Carolina,  where  all  three  brothers  entered 
tiie  war  a,--  soldiers  of  the  .\nierican  army  bat- 
tling tfw  iiide]ien(1cncc-._  They  .served  until  the 
close  of  hostilities  and  tlie  achievement  of  in- 
tk'pcitdence,  subsequent  tc  which  time  one  set- 
tled in  .New-  York,  while  two  remained  in  North 
Carolina.  One  of  these  brothers  never  mar- 
ried. T!i.e  .'itlicr.  Willia.m  Stewart,  became  the 
founder  of  the  branch  of  the  family  to  Vihich 
our  .STiliject  belonged.  These  three  brothers 
were  ^le.-cended  froin  the  royal  house  of  Stewart 
in  Sctitlaiid. 

William  Stewart  became  a prominent  planter 
in  N'.vrth  t'aroiina,  where  lie  remained  up  to  the 
time  of  his  ih.-aih.  He  reared  .-even  .sons,  most 
ef  whc'iii  became  tillers  of  the  scdl.  Jolm  Slcw- 
a.rt.  liCAvever,  was  a prominent  lawyer  and  be- 
came judge  of  the  courts  and  moved  to  Virginia, 
where  he  lived  and  died.  Joseph  Stew- 
art, the  paternal  gramlfather  of  our  sub- 
ject, wa.s  reared  in  North  Carolina  and 
removed  to  Tcnne.s.sec,  while  later  he  became  a 
resident  of  .Arkansas.  It  was  then  a territory 
and  within  its  borders  he  located  land  and  im- 
])rovcil  a good  farm,  being  identified  with  the 
[>rc, gross  and  development  of  his  community 
from  pioneer  days  liow’u  to  the  admission  of  the 
,'tate  into  the  ITiion.  He  lived  there  at  a time 
when  liear  hunting  was  a common  sport  and  re- 
tainer! his  residence  there  until  the  state  became 
thicklv  settled  and  its  wild  lands  had  largely 
been  reclaimed  tcir  the  purposes  of  civilization. 
He  served  in  the  war  of  1812  and  also  in  die 
Ci'eek  Indian  war  and  in  fact  the  Stewarts  have 
lieim  ri'iiresented  in  all  of  the  American  wars. 
Joseph  Stewart  had  no  aspiration  for  ofiice,  but 
prcfcrrcil  to  live  tlie  quiet  life  of  a fanner,  and 
was  an  honest,  ujiright  man,  always  true  to  his 
(wofessions  a.s  a member  of  the  Baptist  church, 
in  which  he  long  served  as  deacon.  He  aided 
in  organizing  the  fir.st  Baptist  church  in  his  part 
of  .Yrkan.sas  and  was  one  of  its  stanch  sup- 
porters and  active  workers.  His  life  was  at  all 
times  horiorrihle  and  upright,  commending  him 
to  the  confidence  and  good  will  of  those  with 
whom  he  was  associated  either  through  business 
or  social  relations.  In  his  family  were  nine 
children : William,  Thomas,  Samuel.  Hamilton, 
John,  Daniel,  Henry  and  Lafayette,  all  of  wlioni 
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follawcii  fannini.;  ; and  Lucinda,  who  hecanie 
the  wife  i.f  M,  Swift.  Harnihon  died  prior  tu 
ilu  (’i'.il  war  hut  the  oliicr  seven  sons  became 
soldiers  'in  the  I’ioniederate  army  and  served  un- 
til ihi  ilosi,  of  hostilities,  save  that  Whlliam. 
Tlirtrna.s  atid  Daniel  were  killed  in  the  service, 
rite  ('rhers  returimd  tci  .Arkansas,  \\  !h  re  they 
.-piTit  litetr  rutiaininn  day-.  \il  were  members 
of  ticiieral  Price's  command  and  Cable's  division 
and  bcca’Vji.’  respect'.'..!  and  woriiu  residents  of 
the  commutiiiy  in  which  they  made  tlieir  home. 

Willianfi  Stewart,  father  of  emr  snbiect,  mar- 
ried and  settled  ujxm  a ;>art  !>f  the  uld  horiie- 
suad,  itnpri-vintr  there  a goi«l  .farm.  This  he 
(lit!  before  the  war  and  he  was  making  good 
tirogres-  in  liis  business  interests  when  the  call 
for  tr^iops  was  i.-sued.  II  is  i>atri(.itic  -pint  was 
then  amuse!  in  behalf  of  tii^  U>ved  southland 
and  he  s\ein  to  the  front,  serving  ilie  Confedcr- 
ac}  well.  When  at  home,  heAvewor,  on  a ftir- 
lotigli  wliieli  was  granted  him  because  of  ill- 
ne.--  he  was  >liot  and  killed  ity  a A atikee  scout 
on  the  5tli  of  September,  i8<'5.  lie  saw  much 
hard  service,  which  he  manfully  bore  for  the 
sake  of  his  couniry.  I fe  1<X)  was  a taiiliful  and 
devoted  mcTTiber  of  the  Ba[>iist  church  and  iiis 
life  reccTd  was  in  haririonv  with  his  profes- 
sions. Politically  he  was  a Democrat  but  ne\er 
.sought  nor  de-ired  llie  liemors  or  emohunents 
of  ])ulilic  office.  lie  lived  a contented  and  happy 
life  tip  to  rite  time  of  the  (,'ivil  war  and  then 
filtered  tire  service,  wherein  he  iveiuiiallv  gave 
his  life  to  the  south.  Hi-  wife  survived  him 
;md  dud  in  June,  iK<)0,  when  more  than  si.vrv 
v(  ;u's  of  agt . her  birth  having  occurred  in  Sep- 
lembtr.  <8ao.  wliiK  ,\lr.  .Atewart  was  born  in 
Fcdlt'wing  her  !n!.'b,'iiur>  death  she  re- 
mained up<m  the  liomestcad  and  carefully  reared 
their  children,  wlu>  liavc  liecnim-  rc.spccted  and 
wr.fthy  members  'vf  Sfjciety.  Mrs,  .Stewart  was 
a laughter  ..f  John  Sw  ift  iif  Idicliruon'l.  \ irginia. 
a carjicnler  by  trade,  rerugnizcd  as  good  nie- 
d'.anic  lie  rcmove<i  to  Fayetteville,  Tennessee, 
and  !ai<  r t.>  .Xrkans.as,  esiahlislmig  Ids  hnnie 
within  Us  lx.rder.s  viiien  it  was  a new  cotintrv. 
'there  lie  made  hiniber  frtnn  the  stiinip  with  a 
whip  saw  and  bro.ad  axe  m order  that  the  com- 
mis-iits  nnghl  lie  used  tor  the  hiiilding  of  houses. 
He  'ds...  becain  - a farnicr  and  wa.s  an  enterjiri.s- 
nu;  ;cei  Iif’ ,gre..:evc  cUi/cii  of  ihat  comniunitt . 
In  TSsci,  hovrever.  be  lieranu  nttacked  with  the 
g'oid  let  ■ and  started  < A-erland  for  ('alifoniia 
hn!  die  ! en  route  <d  eJudera.  He  left  a wife 
and  twei.  chihlren,  namely:  did),  William, 

M.iri'vi!  d.ei'e^Iio..  jack,  Asbley,  Jnnic.s.  Elisha. 
,'!rw  lugc ! ttiifini,  .Mrs.  Sarali  i lart.graxcs, 
Mrs  Louisa  Stewart  and  Mrs,  Malvina  Cligleshy. 


rite  children  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  \\  illiain  Stewart 
were  five  in  numlier : Columbus,  a farmer  and 

Baptist  minister,  residing  in  Parker  county, 
Te.xa.s;  Hardena,  now  .Mrs.  l.ane;  J.  AV.,  of  tliis 
review  : Mrs.  .Xnianda  \\  ilton;  and  Airs.  Caroline 
Mill.  The  parents  were  members  uf  the  Bap- 
tist church  and  were  worthy  people,  enjoying  in 
iiigli  degree  the  fricntlship  and  good  will  of 
those  with  whom  tliev  came  in  contact. 

J.  W.  Stewart,  whose  name  introduces  this 
record,  was  ten  years  of  age  at  the  time  of  his 
father's  death.  He  was  comjielled  to  take  an  ac- 
tive part  in  the  work  of  the  farm  and  assisted 
hi>  mother  in  every  way  jinssiblc, . There  were 
hard  times  for  the  family  during  the  period  of 
the  Civil  war,  for  the  women  and  boys  of  the 
linuschold  had  to  do  the  work  of  the  country  as 
the  fathers,  husbands  and  brothers  were  all  in 
the  army.  ,\s  William  Stewart  never  returned 
to  take  up  the  work  of  the  farm  again  J.  W. 
Stewart  remained  and  assisted  his  mother  in 
kecpin.g  the  family  together  and  providing  for 
their  sup[«)rt.  He  continued  at  home  up  to  the 
time  of  his  marriage,  which  occurred  in  Janu- 
ary, 1875.  the  lady  of  his  choice  being  Aliss  Lu- 
cinda ilill,  who  was  born  in  Johnson  county, 
Arkansas,  in  December,  1852,  and  is  an  estima- 
ble lady,  who  has  indeed  been  a faithful  com- 
panion and  heljiinate  to  her  Im.diaiid  during  the 
thirty  years  in  which  they’  have  traveled  life’s 
journey  together.  Her  parents  were  Joseph  and 
Enieline  (Tones)  Hill,  the  former  a native  of 
renne.s.see  and  the  latter  of  .Alabama.  Both  were 
reared  in  .\rk:m,-.as,  where  they  were  married. 
Mr.  .Hill  was  a farmer  and  blacksmith  but  left 
the  fields  and  the  shop  at  his  country's  call  and 
joined  the  Confederate  army,  which  he  served 
tong  ami  well,  di^pla\irlg  valor  upon  irianv  a 
hattlefickl.  He  contimied  with  his  command 
until  he  laid  Ins  life  upon  the  altar  of  the  south 
in  .September,  i86,p  being  killed  in  an  er'^-xTc- 
ment.  He  was  a jilain,  hone.st  mechanic  and 
farmer,  well  known  and  highly  rcsi>ected  be- 
cause <d  his  genuine  worth,  Iiis  widow  still  sur- 
' ivos,  now  making  lu  r home  in  Arkansas.  In 
their  family  were  eight  children;  Kimble,  who 
was  killed  in  the  Civil  war  in  1S63  ; Jasper,  who 
servo  1 ihrtmghout  the  war;  Jane,  the  wife  of 
Jonn  Davis;  fiei;rge,  who  was  akso  a soldier 
dnnng  tlie  jieriod  of  lio.stilities  betw'een  the  north 
and  tile  south ; Columbus,  now  a farmer  of 
Ctklahoma,  who  for  ftair  years  served  as  sheriff 
(if  Madison  county,  .Arkansas;  Lucinda,  now 
.dr.s.  Si(.-wnrt;  T,  j.,  a resident  farmer  of  the 
elioctaw  Nation;  and  .Amanda,  the  wife  of  J. 
.Akred. 
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At  the  lime  of  his  inarriaj^e  Mr,  Stev.art  rent- 
ed a farm  for  two  years,  after  which  he  pur- 
chased a small  tract  of  land.  In  J8”p  he  sold 
om  and  came  to  'fexa.s,  where  he  rented  land 
and  raised  one  crop.  He  then  returned  to  Ark 
ansas  and  afterwanl  went  into  the  territory  and 
leased  some  land  which  he  cultivated,  hut  was 
not  satisfied  with  his  location  and  retnmed  to 
his  native  state.  In  1884,  hott'cver,  lie  removed 
to  the  Cherokee  Nation,  where  he  remained  for 
five  yeans,  and  in  1800  he  came  to  Texa.s,  where 
he  eiiyyii^cd  in  the  operation  of  rented 
land  for  a similar  period.  In  1805  he 
purchased  three  hundred  and  twelve  acres 
of  land,  where  he  now  re.sides.  'fliis  he 
has  fenced,  has  erected  thereon  a commodious 
residence  and  barn,  also  various  huildinys  for 
the  .shelter  of  yrain  and  stock.  He  has  made 
stock  lots  and  in  fact  has  his  farm  well  im- 
proved, two  hundred  acres  of  land  being  under 
a hip^h  state  of  cultivation.  He  has  also  planted 
an  orchard  which  yields  its  fruits  in  season.  His 
house  stands  on  a rise  of  ground  forming  a nat- 
ural building  site,  overlooking  the  farm  and  sur- 
rounding valley.  In  fact,  this  is  a model  prop- 
erty in  the  midst  of  a rich  agricultural  district 
and  the  liome  is  pleasantly  located  four  miles 
iiortluve.st  of  Spanisli  Fort  in  the  Red  river 
valley.  From  his  earnings  iMi.  Stewart  had 
.saved  one  thonsariil  dollars,  which  he  [>aid  on 
his  purchase,  incurring  an  indebtedness  for  the 
remainder.  His  first  crop  was  hi,-,  shorte.st  one. 
He  has  since  rai.sed  good  crops  and  success  lias 
crowned  his  efforts,  .so  that  he  has  cleare<l  the 
farm  from  all  financial  encumbrance  and  has  a 
clear  title  to  his  ])lace.  He  has  an  abundance  of 
stock,  has  a large  granary  filled  with  wheat  and 
a large  amount  of  com  and  cotton.  He  is  con- 
sidered one  of  the  ino.st  successful  agriculturists 
of  the  vallev  and  has  given  to  the  farm  and  its 
cultivation  and  improvement  all  of  hi.s  attention, 
so  that  bv  earnest  work  and  gfx>d  management  he 
has  gained  success.  He  is  among  the  promi- 
nent and  .substantial  agriculturists  of  thi.s  part 
of  the  state  and  deserves  all  the  credit  that  is 
due  a self-made  man. 

The  home  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Stewart  has  been 
blessed  with  nine  children:  Orpha,  now  the  wife 
of  D.  Lcmderback : Beger,  who  married  anil  died 
soon  afterward,  passing  away  Koveniher  3,  ic/JT  ; 
Putnam,  a farmer  of  Oklahoma;  Ira.  the  wife 
of  M.  I’aine ; Coda.  Walker  and  Zed,  all  of  whom 
are  assi.sting  the  father  on  the  home  farm  ; l-ouisa 
E..  at  home;  and  Hardena  J.,  who  died  Decem- 
ber 5,  i8(X>.  Mrs.  Stewart  is  a member  of  the 
Baptist  church  and  the  family  is  one  of  promi- 
nence in  the  community,  their  circle  of  friends 


being  exten-ive.  Mr.  Stewart  gives  his  political 
allegiance  to  the  Democracy,  of  which  he  is  an 
unfaltering  ailvocate.  He  u.se.s  his  influence  for 
the  growth  and  development  of  the  jiarty  and  he 
Itad  served  for  ten  years  as  schoiol  director,  when 
he  declined  lo  i.icotpy  the  position  longer,  but 
ha.■^  ,■^i^ce  been  again  elected.  He.tfjc,is  aconsistent 
member  of  the  Baptist  church  and  he  likewise 
belongs  to  the  .Mas<:>nic  fraternity.  In  his  busi- 
ness career  he  has  made  the  Ixst  use  possible  of 
his  opportunities  and  through  earnest  and  per- 
sistoni  effort  has  workeil  lii,^  wat  steaililv  upward. 

JAMES  H.  MADDON.  i he  faimiv  name  of 
Mr.  .Maddox  i-  cme  which  is  iiicffaceablv  traccil 
(■n  the  history  of  Fort  W'orth  and  wltich  figures 
on  the  pages  whose  records  jHrjietuate  the  prin- 
cipal events  from  early  days  to  ilte  [iresenr  time. 
He  was  born  in  Clailionie  parish.  Louisiana,  in 
1862,  his  parents  being  Colonel  W.  and  i\far\ 
(Mays)  Maddox,  J'he  father  wa.s  born  in 
1 roop  connt_\.  Georgia,  .\pril  15,  18^5,  but  re- 
moved iToni  that  state  to  northern  f.ouisiana  in 
184S  ami  jHirchascd  a large  plantation.  In  1877 
he  located  in  'farrant  county,  Texas,  and  for  a 
number  of  years  cultivated  a farm  a few  miles 
south  of  this  city,  retiring  from  active  labors 
several  years  before  his  deatli.  whieli  occurred 
at  the  home  of  hi.s  son,  E.  P.  .Maddox,  .Ajiril  25. 
i'i04.  age  eighty.  During  the  ( ivil  war  he  was 
a gallant  Confederate  soldier,  ami  for  meritorious 
service  was  made  the  colonel  of  his  regiment. 
He  was  twice  tvounded,  and  participated  in  man\ 
of  tlie  leading  engagements  of  the  war.  His 
funeral  services  were  ci.inducfed  niiiler  the  aus- 
pices of  R.  F.  l.ee  Camp,  No.  158,  Cnited 
Confederate  Veterans.  .Mr.s.  Maddox’s  death 
occurred  at  B'ort  M'orth  in  1877.  ()ne  o.f  their 
sons,  Col'iiiel  R.  E.  Aladdox,  is  now  pre.sident  of 
the  .National  Bank  of  Coniirierce  of  Fort  Worth, 
was  tax  asises.sor  and  collecux  of  this  city  for 
nine  years,  later  was  extensivelv  engaged  in 
farniin.g  and  breeding  bloodetl  stock  in  Tarrant 
County,  and  for  some  years  |)revious  to  the  p.inic 
of  i8(>3  was  one  of  tw,  men  who  were  the  largest 
tax]iay(.r,s  in  the  county.  .Amaher  son.  Waiter 
r.  Maddox,  served  as  sheriff’  of  Tarrant  countv 
for  several  \ear.s,  and  is  now  engaged  in  the  real 
estate  Inisiness  here. 

James  H.  Madd.ox,  the  seventh  son,  came  to 
thi.s  state  in  iKyi.  a slion  time  previous  lo  his 
father's  arrival,  although  some  of  his  brotliers 
came  previous  to  that  lime.  For  about  four 
years  he  was  engaged  in  work  on  his  father’s 
farm,  and  was  then  made  the  deputy  sheriff  of 
Tarrnnt  eomity,  in  which  capacity  he  served  for 
fourteen  years.  In  t8oi  he  was  made  the  chief  of 
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j-H-t.-ce,  this  -.iftict-  being  technicaUv  known  as 
cits'  c !'>r  \\lK'  ''-v.r  bcCi'niei  city  marshal 

is  appoimou  vC  oihcis:  chief  of  police  by  the  city 
law!  ansi  in  vt.is  pf-iuon  Mr.  Maddox  served 
is.r  six  var?.  following  which,  for  nearly  four 
’■er.r.-s,  he  manager  of  die  Fort  Worth  branch 
■>f  the  I'c'-  i hrc'.ii'ig  (.jrnpan)'.  In  April  of 
.hat  war  lu-  uns  elected  chief  of  the  fire  dep-irt- 
nKiK,  an‘l  h:u.  .erved  as  such  continuously  to  the 
Tsrcrscvii  {inis',  prus'ing  an  efficient  ufficer. 

In  this  si  tv  .Mr,  iMaddox  was  united  in  nuir- 
rkec  to  iSfiss  J->sephiac  R.  lionglas,  ri  meniher  of 
a well  known  \'iririnia  faiTuly,  :nisl  who.se  dtail'i 
-'ccurred  \pril  5.  iSqq.  leaving  two  ‘=on?,  Doug- 
las and  \'ictor.  In  his  fraternal  relaiions  lilr. 
Maddox  is  a member  of  the  Indepi?«dent  Urdcr 
s'lf  Feilows,  tlie  Kniglits  of  Pythia.s,  the  Red 
Men  aiul  tlis*  j-iatrk'S. 

AT.RERT  r>E\'EREUX.  It  is  both  as  an 
ear!',  settler  and  as  county  surveyor  of  Wise 
count','  that  Albert  rtt-vereux  is  widely  Iniown, 
for  his  advent  hitlier  dat-es  from  the  year  1874, 
and  !iis  service  in  the  capacity  oi  tlie  county’s 
engineer  ■ '-mbraces  an  efiocli  of  its  greatest  and 
mo.st  rapid  deveb ''pment. 

Since  the  Centennial  year,  when  he  was  chosen 
countv  survci'or  the  first  time,  he  lias  been  a 
land  man  ;uid,  w liether  in  office  or  out.  he  has 
occupied  his  time  chiefly  a,s  a locaier  and  a 
dealer  ni  I'exas  lands.  In  the  subject  of  agri- 
culture lie  has  ever  maintained  an  interest,  and 
begimiing  wiih  ilie  little  tract  he  bouglit  on 
Ikes.'  crock  v,here  he  first  made  his  Wise  county 
home  and  extending  tlowii  through  the  years, 
the  enC'':'uragt'rnf:nt  of  scUiers  and  seitleinents 
has  beeri  the  burden  of  his  thoughts.  Born  with- 
in the  hmit.s  of  the  Lone  Star  state  and  nurtured 
under  llie  benign  influences  of  its  soil  and  cli- 
mate. Ur  Dcc'ercux  t\nihes  in  the  essential  ele- 
ments of  Ills  ni.akcuf)  those  .solid  and  vigorous 
ch.'inict.crs  v.  iio  liavc  e\er  taken  rank  in  the  civil 
affair?  of  tlttir  respectiYe  localities  and  whese 
laliors  i'.avc  wrought  iicvond  the  disposition  of 
moru-'-  to  corrgx'nsatc,  I'he  extent  of  his  fieM 
tw.rk  witit  comtia.-s  and  chain  and  Iiis  familiarilv 
with  ths  land  lino-  evervwiiere  in  Wise’eouniv 
make-  him  and  Iris  office  a verilable  ru.irc.au  of 
i"F' >nn"; io;,  rciative  !o  tlie-c  nnuters,  and  he  is 
< ,.si1y  {]>,  h-'st  mfontierl  man  tui  lulcs  .ind  lands 
b'  (he  e,  eniy , 

Dixt  niher  15,  18..1S.  .Albert  llcvereiix  was  born 
;n  i-iu-k  iiiti'ite.  I'exas.  a son  of  Julien  5.  Dever- 
tux.  wh()  -lOj,  .!  Miiiucruniery  county  on  en- 
tering tl'a  Laeu  Star  .state  a young  man,  and 
la.ier  on  nvived  into  Ru.-k  county,  where  he  re- 
mroited  until  !u-  death  in  1856.  The  father  was 


born  in  Georgia,  in  A'liiiedgville,  in  1821.  his 
father,  John  Pevereux,  having  been  a planter 
and  a gentlernan  of  h'rench  antecetlents,  who 
jiassed  away  in  Rusk  county  in  about  1S40.  Ju- 
lien  Ci.  and  Mrs.  Lou  Holcomb,  of  Alobile,  Ala- 
bama. and  .Albert,  were  the  latter's  children  who 
reared  families,  e.xcept  Albert,  who  died  of  yel- 
low fever  at  Pen.sacola,  Florida,  in  about  1840. 
While  passing  to  his  inajority  Julien  S.  Devereux 
acquired  a liberal  education  and  became  a man 
well  equipped  and  well  trained  inentally.  He 
possessed  the  qualifications  requisite  to  a relia- 
ble legislator  and  Rusk  county  sent  him  to  Aus- 
tin to  do  her  share  of  the  law-making  for  the 
state,  and  he  died  in  1S56  while  holding  this  po- 
sition. For  his  wife  he  cho.se  Sarah  A.  Land- 
rum, a daughter  of  John  I-andrum,  a Alexican 
war  veteran  as  well  as  a Texas  veteran  of  the 
battle  of  San  Jacinto, 

Just  before  the  battle  which  decided  the  fate 
of  Texa.s  was  fought  Air.  Landrum  came  to  the 
scene  of  the  conflict  from  Alabama,  and  as  a 
civilian  maintained  himself  a farmer.  He  was 
of  German  slock  and  passed  his  last  years  in 
Van  Zandt  county  where  he  is  buried.  Mrs. 
Sarah  A.  .Devereux  lived  to  an  advanced  age 
and  died  in  Cherokee  county  in  1902,  at  the  age 
of  seventy-two,  having  been  the  mother  of:  Al- 
bert, of  this  notice;  Julien  S.,  Jr.,  who  died  in 
Ector  county.  Texas,  in  1899;  William  P.,  of 
Cherokee  county-:  and  Charles  T\L,  who  died  in 
Alontgomcry  county  in  1883. 

A-lbert  Devereux’s  life  was  a rural  one  until 
after  he  became  a citizen  of  Wi,se  county.  Pie 
was  a student  of  McKenzie  College  near  Clarks- 
ville, Texas,  and  attended  the  Gilmer  high  school 
under  Alorgan  PI,  I.ooney,  there  acquiring  the 
principles  of  survevdng,  a fact  ivhich  has  proved 
an  event  of  much  importance  in  his  life.  He 
wa.s  married  before  he  reached  liis  majority  and 
took  up  the  work  of  the  farm.  His  mental  and 
physical  equipment  compri.sed  his  chief  assets 
when  he  came  to  Wise  county,  yet  the  “hungry 
wolf"  never  prowled  around  his  door.  P'rom  1877 
to  1881  he  filled  the  office  of  county  surveyor, 
and  I'laving  thus  familiarized  himself  with  the 
work  and  popularized  liim.'idf  a.s  a reliable  en- 
gineer he  continued  in  the  work  as  a locator  in 
this  and  other  parts  of  tiie  state,  thus  extend- 
ing his  acquaintance  and  widening  his  influence 
and  usefulness.  In  ic«oo,  he  was  again  chosen 
county  surveyor  and  has  been  twice  re-elected 
lc>  the  position.  Air,  Devereux  is  not  only  known 
as  a surveyor  and  a citizen,  but  as  a Democrat 
also.  He  has  known  two  generations  of  Wise 
county  political  managers  and  has  participated 
with  them  in  distributing  the  spoils  of  office  on 
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many  biennial  occasions.  He  annually  attends 
the  State  Democratic  conventions  as  a delegate, 
almost  without  fail,  and  by  hi.s  vote  has  aided 
in  the  nomination  of  some  men  who  have  come 
to  be  national  characters  representing  the  Lone 
Star  state. 

February  II,  1869,  Mr.  Devereux  married 
Elizabeth  A.,  a daughter  of  B.  F'.  Stamps,  an  early 
settler  of  Rusk  county  from  Alabama.  Mrs.  Dev- 
ereux vvas  born  in  Rusk  county  in  the  month 
of  January,  1851,  and  her  mother  was  Fannie, 
a daughter  of  Dr.  P.  T.  Richardson,  also  of  Ala- 
bama. The  issue  of  the  union  of  Mr.  and  iTrs. 
Devereux  are:  Julian  O.,  William  E.,  and  Har- 
per, deceased;  Antoinette,  wife  of  Ira  Stepp,  of 
Wise  county,  with  children,  Julian,  W’iiliam  :m<l 
Edith ; Frank  h.,  of  Clicrokee  county,  who  mar- 
ried Josie  Douglass  and  h.as  a son,  Frank  D. ; 
and  Charles.  T.eila  K.,  and  Albert,  Jr.,  who  con- 
tinue with  the  parental  home.  Mr.  Devereux 
is  a member  of  the  I\lcthodist  church  and  belongs 
to  the  Masonic  Fraternity  and  also  several  other 
societie.s. 

WILLIAM  ilATTHIAS  WAGNER.  For 
many  years  the  subject  of  this  personal  reHew 
has  been  identified  with  commercial  affairs  in 
Clay  county  and  is  now  the  leading  nterchant 
of  Vashti,  where,  as  chief  of  tlie  firm  of  Wagner 
and  Son,  he  established  himself  late  in  1904.  He 
has  been  known  a.s  a merchant  in  the  county 
since  the  year  1890,  when  he  opened  a store  in 
Newport  and  has,  almo.st  continuou.sly  since,  de- 
voted himself  to  commercial  affairs.  He  repre- 
sents a type  of  successful  business  men  whose 
chief  and  soundest  training  has  come  from  the 
school  of  experience  and  whose  steady-  tread 
has  been  always  onward  and  upw'ard  toward  a 
brighter  .sunlight  of  financial  independence.  His 
business  actmty'  has  led  him  long  past  the  me- 
ridian of  life  but  he  is  still  a factor  to  be  reck- 
oned with  in  the  bri.sk  and  .sharp  trade  competi- 
tion universally  prevalent  now. 

A glance  into  the  genealogical  storehouse  of 
the  Wagners  of  this  branch  finds  it  mothered  by 
the  famous  old  Palmetto  state,  from  which  the 
great-grandfather  of  our  subject  emigrated  dur- 
ing the  first  years  of  our  national  existence,  and 
took  up  his  residence  in  Lincoln  county,  Ten- 
nessee. There  he  began  rearing  a family,  of 
whom  Daniel  Wagner,  grandfather  of  our  sub- 
ject, was  one.  The  latter  pursued  the  rural 
calling  of  his  ancestors,  married  there  a Mi.s.s 
Kinkannon  and  in  tlic  early  twenties,  moved  into 
Hardin  county  as  one  of  its  first  settlers.  He 
was  a gentleman  of  standing,  an  e.xtcnsivc  farm- 
er, for  he  owmed  slaves,  and  both  he  and  his 


wife  lie  buried  in  its  soil.  Of  their  children, 
Francis  died  in  M<)ntague  county,  Texas,  leav- 
ing a family;  Matthias,  our  subject's  father; 
Susie  and  Mattie  both  became  the  wife  of  J.  T. 
Williams  and  died  in  Tennessee,  leaving  chil- 
drt:n ; Betsy  married  Exas  Nevill  and  died  in 
Titus  county,  Texa.s,  with  issue;  Nancy'  married 
lames  Porter  .and  left  a family  at  her  death  in 
Titu.s  county. 

Matthias  Wagner  was  born  in  Lincoln  county, 
Tennessee,  and  was  brought  up  in  Hardin  coun- 
ty. His  birth  occurred  in  1818  and  he  died  in 
hlontague  county,  Texas,  October  21,  1886.  He 
was  a plain  citizen  and  farmer,  a Christian  gen- 
tleman, a Mason  and  a Democrat.  He  emigrated 
from  Tenne.s.sfC.  and  passed  his  remaining  years 
in  the  Lone  Star  state.  He  married  lifary  B. 
Graham,  a daughter  of  James  Graham,  one  of  the 
first  settlers  of  Hardin  county.  The  latter's  early 
home  there  wa.s  situated  on  Horse  creek  where, 
a.s  a mechanic  and  farmer,  he  prospered  and  be- 
came one  of  the  large  land-owners  of  the  coun- 
ty. He  was  of  South  Carolina  birth,  married  a 
Miss  Blackburn  and  reared  a family  of  six 
daughters,  namely:  Ursula  and  Betsy,  both  died 
in  Hardin  county;  Mary'  E.,  born  in  1818.  died 
in  Hunt  county,  Te.xas,  in  1875,  was  the  mother 
of  our  subject:  Catherine,  who  married  A.  Will- 
iams, died  at  Gainesville,  Texas,  and  left  a fam- 
ily ; Sallie,  now  Mrs,  Boyd,  ha.s  a family  and  re- 
sides in  Montague  county,  Texa.s,  and  Jane 
Dickson,  of  Navarro  county,  Texas,  also  has 
children. 

Of  the  numerous  family  of  M.itthia.s  .and  Mary' 
B.  Wagner.  Martha  E.  re.'ides  in  i\Iansviile,  In- 
dian Territory,  and  is  married  to  Rev'.  L.  E. 
Covey,  M.  D. ; Sarah  M.,  wife  of  E.  G.  Bivens, 
of  Montague,  Texas,  is  now  deceased ; Susan, 
who  died  in  Hardin  county',  Tennes.see,  married 
Calvin  Covey ; James  D.,  of  Sdina,  Colorado,  is 
a physician:  William  Matthias,  our  subject; 
Francis,  of  Weatherford,  Texas;  Mary,  wife  of 
L.  McCurry,  of  -Arkansa.s ; John  J.  died  without 
marriage,  in  Hunt  county;  Henry  H.,  of  Mari- 
etta, Indian  Territory ; David  E„  of  Mansville, 
Indian  Territory;  Julia  L.,  of  Mountain  View, 
Arkansas,  is  the  wife  of  Robert  .McCurry',  and 
Lillie  A.,  wife  of  a Mr.  McCurry',  resides  in 
Batavia,  Arkansas. 

William  Matthias  Wagner  lived  in  Hardin 
county,  Tennessee,  till  he  was  twenty-six  years 
old.  He  vvas  born  there  October  16,  1846,  and 
the  days  of  his  infancy  and  v'outli  were  filled 
W'ith  pastor.'d  scenes.  The  schools  of  the  rural 
neighborhood  furnished  him  with  the  rudiments 
of  an  education  and  he  was  drawn  into  the  dead- 
ly military  conflict  of  the  sixties  as  soon  as  he 
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liaJ  reached  the  ciili.^mient  age.  He  entered  the 
arm\-  i..f  the  Confederacy  in  1864  and  his  com- 
panv  was  “(1/'  and  his  regiment  the  First 
rnrtfetlerate  Cavct’rv.  Captain  J.  Wh  Irven  and 
'''^I'iond  John  T.  (,'ox.  He  was  in  Jackson’s  di- 
‘.  's-'  :ii  ;>nd  I <'rre'tV  t'orps,  and  his  service  cov- 
ere<l.  roughly,  the  states  of  Alabama,  Ali.ssis- 
sippi.  Tennessee  and  (Georgia.  He  participated 
in  Hontrs  raid  into  Tennes.see.  was  guarding 
pris' ’ners  ai  Columbia,  Tennessee,  and  at  Xa.sh- 
'•■ille,  and  then  helped  tight  the  engagement  at 
Tu.scalO‘>a,  Alabama,  the  last  of  the  war  for  his 
comiTiand.  and  it  was  surrendta'ed  to  Gen.  E.  R. 
,8.  Canby  at  Gainc-sville,  .Xlahama.  in  May,  18G5. 

TI1C  ivar  endcsl.  Mr.  Wagmer  was  one  of  the 
first  to  return  to  the  implements  of  peace  and 
tor  the  succeeding  three  years  the  labors. of  the 
farm  knew  him.  In  the  autumn  of  1S68  he  made 
I'lis  fir.st  trip  west  and  halted  not  until  he  reached 
Mount  Piea.sant.  Titus  county,  Te.xas.  Here  he 
passed  iv.u  .iears  as  a farm  hand,  returnin.g  to 
hi;s  old  home  in  1870,  and  there.  January  4.  of  the 
next  'ccar.  married,  and,  after  three  years,  re- 
turned to  Texas  to  make  his  future  home.  He 
stepped  a year  in  Hunt  county  and.  in  August, 
1875,  iu.:  moved  to  Montague  county  and  there 
honglit  a farm  and  began  life  in  earnest.  De- 
ciding <>n  a cliange  of  location,  he  .sold  ins  lionie- 
.''tead  in  1877.  and  purcha.sed  one  four  miles 
from  the  village  of  Newport,  in  Clay  conntv, 
which  he  improved,  ('■cciipied  until  i88q  and 
wliidi  he  y et  owns,  f'tn  h aving  the  farm  he  en- 
gag,-d  in  ihc  hardw.are  and  implement  hu.s'me^s 
a!  I ’ost  ( ).ik,  in  Jack  county,  hut  after  a vear 
sold  out  ami  e.stahli.slu-d  liiniself  in  a .similar 
business  in,  Xewport,  where  he  continued  with 
snreess  nntii  TO' >3.  wiicn  he  again  sold,  occupie'l 
hini.scif  with  his  tarni  ,a  .season  and  in  the  fall 
of  ’tp,:  associated  himself  with  his  son  an<l  piir- 
clwsed  lilt  leading  li.irdv.are  and  inijilement  Irusi- 
ne.ss  in  Viishti.  1'hcy  also  carry  a .stock  of  .gro- 
ceries and  harness  and  are  suca.-sers  of  the  firm 
of  I icranl  aiul  t bislrcss, 

Mr.  Wagner's  first  wife  was  ,\nna  kValker. 
wh<,  die-.i  XmeiiilK  r o,  1888,  at  I’oct  Oak.  Texas. 
She  wa-  a daughter  u!  IW-v.  W,  C.  and  Caroline 
i’  Hxerr)  Walker  and  veas  born  June  3,  1854. 
8hi  V.  as  (>!u- of  tit',  fei]l<>wing  children  : .\rina  T. ; 
Tei  -e.  , wifi.tw  of  Dr.  W'Heli,  of  Cacldo  hlilK 
Texas:  r.i  zyic.  whci  died  in.  Clay  conntv  as  the 
wse-  a ; .1  wx;.  Kendali.  left  a fanfih  ; Rev,  kV.  J, 
N\  aik  r i f \ ashn,  I.mher  ].,  wlut  died  at  Cloud 
Chief  1 'ke'dioma.  with  Iteirs:  arid  t-'nima  and 
Xann,-  vtliodied  wiihom  marriage. 

In  Mr.  'Wagner's  fatnilv  are  citildren:  Rev. 

J.inii.s  I . .tlatK’iiO'ier.  hiwa,  pa.stor  of  the 
M.diofiisi  Ppiscopa;  church,  is  a graduate  of 


Parsons'  k Olle.ge.  at  \ eal'.s  Station,  'fex-as.  and 
of  the  fowa  University,  class  of  1004.  He  mar- 
ried hliss  Kate  Britt  and  has  children,  Alto, 
W illie.  Eugene  and  Hughes.  Addison  M.,  died 
at  Newport  at  twenty  yeans  of  age;  William  Al- 
fred, of  W’hiieshoro,  Texas,  a bank  employe,  is 
married  to  Ida  R.  Peters  and  has  children,  Eu- 
genia and  Lena ; Ada,  who  died  at  Veal’s  Station 
in  187c);  Ira  E..  partner  in  the  firm  of  Wagner 
and  Seal,  is  a graduate  of  the  Henrietta  high 
school,  a student  in  the  State  University  of 
Texas  for  three  C'ears  and  a teacher  for  a term 
at  Charlie,  is  unmarried : Ella  X’ora  and  Ola 
May  are  both  products  cjf  the  Henrietta  high 
.school  and  are  abidin.g  with  their  father  in  Vashti. 
February  16.  i8c)0,  Mr.  Wagner  married  Mrs. 
Ellen  R.  Spikes,  a daughter  of  .Allen  and  Mary 
{ Sj>ence  I Gray,  formerly’  from  Ja.sper  county. 
Mis.sis.sippi.  where  Mrs.  Wagner  was  born  July 
I.  1850.  Her  father  was  a native  of  South 
Carolina  and  lier  mother  of  Alabama. 

Democracy’  has  claimed  the  Wagaiers  as  among 
its  most  reliable  supjKirters,  and  W.  M.,  our 
subject,  has  frec|uently  represented  his  district 
in  delegate  conventions  of  the  party  in  Clay 
county.  He  has  served  as  a justice  of  the  peace 
at  Newport  and  a.s  notary  public,  also.  He  is  a 
Cumberland  Pre.shyterian  and  a Master  Mason 
and  a citizen  whom  to  know  is  to  revere  for  his 
suh.stantiai  and  manlv  qualities. 

JUDGE  W.  F.  R.AJvISEV.  a di.siinguished 
rnernlier  of  the  Cleburne  bar.  also  prominently 
connected  w ith  financial  iiiterest.s  as  tltc  president 
of  the  National  Bank  of  Clchurne,  has  in  an  ac- 
tive career  so  directed  his  efforts  tliat  his  life 
work  has  been  marked  by  con.secutive  advance- 
ment and  succes.sful  accomjilishnient.  Wdiile  at- 
taining individual  prosperity  he  belon.gs  to  that 
cia.s.s  cif  men  wlif>  at  the  same  time  promote  the 
general  welfare  and  contribute  in  a tangible  way 
to  the  iij'building  riud  progress  of  the  localitie.s 
in  w liich  they  reside. 

juilge  Ramsey  was  horn  near  Temple,  in  Bell 
county,  Tcxa.s.  his  p.arents  being  John  J.,  and 
Nancy  (Clark)  Ram.sey.  The  father,  a native 
or  .Keimicky,  came  to  Texas  in  1854,  locating 
in  Beil  county,  and  after  the  outbreak  of  the 
Civil  war  he  enlisted  with  the  Confederate 
troo]).-,  serving  fir.st  with  the  army  in  Virginia  and 
lali  r,  aftt  r a brief  pericul  sj>ent  at  home,  joined 
the  army  which  was  operating  in  thi.s  state.  He 
was  then  at  Ibnistmi  until  the  close  of  hostilities 
Subsequently  he  became  a ]5rominent  merchant, 
being  connected  witli  comn:erciai  pursuits  for 
twenty-five  years.  During  die  last  eight  or  ten 
years  of  hi.s  life,  Viowever.  lie  was  retired  from 
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active  business  and  he  passed  away  at  the  home  of 
his  son,  Judge  Ramsey,  in  Cleburne,  in  the  winter 
of  1904.  liis  wife,  who  was  horn  in  Tennessee 
and  was  there  married,  de])arted  this  life  in  Texas 
in  1875. 

Judge  Ramsey  was  largely  rearetl  in  Johnson 
county,  Texas,  to  which  he  removed  in  1861  with 
relativ’es  who  lived  at  Alvarado,  going  there  after 
his  father  joined  the  army.  He  spent  about  five 
years  as  a student  of  Trinity  F'niversity.in  Tehan- 
rana,  Texas,  and  was  graduated  in  the  literary  de- 
l>artment  with  the  class  of  1876  and  completed  the 
law  course  in  1877.  He  was  then  licensed  to 
practice  and  on  the  4th  of  Jujy  of  the  latter  year 
established  an  office  in  Oeburne,  where  he  has 
since  made  his  home.  His  was  the  usual  experi- 
ence of  the  yoiing  lawyer  who  has  to  wait  for 
clients,  finding  it  necessary  to  cope  with  old  law- 
yers well  c.stablishcd  in  their  profession.  As 
business  was  accorded  him,  however,  he  demon- 
strated his  abilit.v  lo  ct'pe  with  the  intricate  prol>- 
lems  of  jurisprudence,  and  in  later  yea.rs  his  prac- 
tice has  been  verj'  e.xtcnsive  and  of  a distinctly 
representative  cliaracter  connecting  him  with  the 
most  important  litigation  tried  in  the  courts  of  the 
district  and  making  heavy  demands  upon  his 
time.  He  is  now  attorney  for  all  the  railroads  in 
Johnson  county,  likewise  for  the  National  Bank 
of  Clehume,  the  Western  Union  Telegraph  Com- 
pany, the  Waterworks  Company,  the  oil  mill  and 
other  important  interests.  In  fact,  he  is  well 
known  as  a corporation  lawyer.  He  has  likewise 
served  as  special  di.strict  judge  and  as  special 
judge  of  the  Texas  supreme  court  but  has  never 
been  a candidate  for  office.  His  first  law  firm 
connection  was  as  a member  of  the  firm  of  Brown, 
Hall  & Ramsey,  his  partners  being  prominent 
representatives  of  the  Cleburne  bar,  and  the  firm 
was  for  many  years  known  as  an  unusually  strong 
and  able  one.  Later  changes  in  the  firm  led  to  the 
adoption  of  the  firm  style  of  Brown  & Ramsey, 
succeeded  by  Browm,  Ramsey  & Crane,  the  junior 
partner  being  the  well  known  lawyer,  M.  M. 
Crane,  ex-attomey  general  and  a brilliant  lawyer, 
now  of  Dallas,  Texas,  Later  the  firm  became 
Crane  & Ramsey.  As  before  .stated  Mr.  Ramsey 
has  also  figured  prominently  in  other  business 
connections  in  Cleburne.  In  igoo  he  was  elected 
pre.sident  of  the  National  Bank  of  Clelmrnc,  the 
oldest  national  bank  of  the  city,  being  organized 
a.s  an  institution  of  that  character  in  18^  and 
as  the  successor  of  a very  .strong  priv'ate  bank. 
The  capital  stex'k  is  seventy-five  thousand  dollars 
with  .surplus  and  profits  e.xceeding  that  amount 
and  the  deposits  now  amount  to  over  six  hundred 
thousand  dollars,  having  increased  about  two 
hundred  per  cent  or  from  two  hundred  thousand 
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dollar.s  from  the  time  that  Judge  Ram.-.ey  accepted 
the  presidency.  He  is  likewise  president  of  tlie 
Cleburne  Waterworks  Company  and  is  interested 
financially  in  otl-scr  j>rominent  enterprises  and 
projects  of  die  city. 

-Mrs.  Ramsey,  vvlu.)  in  Iter  maideiiliood  was 
Miss  Rowena  Hill,  is  a nativ'e  of  Fay'eite  county, 
Texas,  and  tiiey  have  .seven  children ; W.  F. 
Ramsey,  Ir.,\vlio  i.s  a [iracticing  lawyer  of  the  firm 
c.'f  Ramsey  & C)de!l ; Sam,  ilildred,  Benton, 
Knox,  Mary  and  Dorothy,  all  at  home.  The 
social  prominence  of  the  family  makes  their  circle 
of  friends  an  extensive  one.  Judge  Ramsey  is  a 
prominent  .Mason,  having  taken  the  degrees  of  the 
commandery  and  of  the  .Scottish  Rit<. , and  he  is 
also  connected  with  the  Knights  of  Ptthias,  the 
Elks  and  other  fraternal  (jrgaiiizatioiis.  He  is 
president  of  the  Oeburne  schoul  Imard.  of  which 
he  has  been  a member  for  sev'cral  rears  and  is  a 
public-.s})irited  and  proriiinent  citizen,  recognizing 
the  piissihilities  of  llie  municipality  and  ,'triv'irig 
earne.stly  for  the  adoption  of  such  measures  as 
will  contribute  to  the  public  growth  along  lines 
of  .substantial  and  permanent  improvement. 

DAVID  HENRY  BATES.  CM'  those  vvliose 
initial  settlement  in  (lay  county  antedates  the 
dose  of  Indian  incursions  in  North  Texas,  David 
FI.  Bates  is  among  the  very  first,  for  hi.s  advent 
here  was  March,  1873.  when,  in  pursuance  of  a 
previous  arrangement,  a colony  of  Indiana  people 
accompanied  him  hither  to  become  permanent 
settlers.  The  year  firior  the  choice  of  location 
was  made  by  Mr.  Bates  near  the  center  of  the 
county  and  his  own  site  for  a home  was  selected 
about  one  and  a half  miles  south  of  the  county 
seat. 

Theirs  was  the  first  settlement  in  that  whole 
country'  and  it  was  m.ade  prior  to  the  existence  of 
public  surveys  and  when  not  a house  yet  marked 
the  site  of  Henrietta.  The  best  that  .settlers  could 
then  do  wa.s  to  ‘"squat”  on  land  and  await  the 
corning  cd  the  surveyors  to  tell  fhern  wliere  they 
were.  This  was  Mr.  Bales’  plan  and  when  the 
lines  were  finally  run  it  was  found  that  his  loca- 
tion was  ad'oiuing  a tract  of  scho(:il  land. 

His  first  effort.s  jiut  forth  in  tlie  county  were  in 
the  erection  of  a .stockade  in  which  to  keep  him- 
self and  Slock  safely  from  surprise  and  attack 
against  Indians  and  every  night  his  jiadlock  went 
on  his  gate  as  regularly  as  he  clo.sed  his  cabin 
door.  The  hi.'tory  of  Indian  troubles  sc>uth  of 
Red  river  in  those  days  shows  them  to  have 
overrun  all  this  country  every  full  moon  and 
much  .stock  was  driven  off  ail  around  Air.  Bares 
but  nothing  of  his  wa.s  ever  molested. 
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Hr  brgan  liT  here  at  a .specirs  of  farminii', 
raiMii"  ti.-.  ;l  chu  riy.  wiiich  hr  sold  ti'  the  gt >vern- 
rnent  insi’es  and  to  ^tochmem.  He  cultivated  the 
place  tlu'ee  v-r-’s  aiid  tiririsj,  m'  doubt,  of  hi? 
londv  life  on  ihe  frontier,  hr  rcUirncd  east  and  lo- 
cated in  lasprr  count},  Indiana,  where  he  became 
a merdiant  at  Rcnnnglon,  and  was  so  enc^aged 
there  for  eight  trars,  when  he  removed  to  South 
Dakota  and  bcrrintc  extensivriv  identified  with 
biisiio?  .'ififairs  near  Huron.  Ik-  owned  an  cleva- 
lor,  v.’.as  in  the  grain  business  and  had.  alsC',  farm- 
ing irui  rr.sts,  and  wa.s  a prominent  citiaen  of  that 
locality  until  Fdtruaty,  190),  v.hen  “on  to  Texas” 
again  loomed  nii  before  him  and  he  returned  to 
Clay  count}’.  Since  liis  return  to  the  Lone  .Star 
state  trading  u;  lands  has  occupiril  him  in  the 
main,  and  lii.s  rxxsscssions  in  real  e.state  consist 
of  about  rifteeu  iiundrrd  acres  around  and  near 
Heiirietia. 

Davirl  n.  Bates  was  horn  in  Butler  county, 
Ohio,  ,A[iri!  n,  1846.  His  father,  C>zro  Bates, 
wa.s  a farmer  and  was  only  a yotnh  wlien  he  ac- 
con>!>;mird  hi-  parents  10  Cincinnati.  L.aben 
Batc.=,  our  .subject's  yiatemal  grandfather,  was  an 
Englishman  born,  and  moved  into  the  <_)hio  valley 
from  FrnttKIioro.  \*crmoni.  He  brought  his 
faniih'  drum  the  Ohio  river  on  a raft,  stopped  at 
Cincinnati,  wlirre  he  esta'oli.slicd  t!:e  fir.st  line 
of  drays  in  tlie  city.  His  setlknient  there  was 
made  about  i.A;/’.  .and  he  died  of  cholera  in  1810. 
Of  Ills  famih  of  children.  Smith  died  near 
Indianapolis,  Indiana:  .Natlianiel  S,,  died  near 
Cottned  Fdnffs.  Iowa,  heing  one  of  the  pioneer 
stage  men  of  ottr  ronntrv  and  following  the,  bu.si- 
5u:ss  on  tin  frontier  tmti!  overtaken  by  the  con- 
struction of  the  Ihirlingtcn  railroad  when  he 
made  his  home  in  Council  Bluffs  and  called  his 
work  finished.:  Anne,  who  ntarried  John  Rorling, 
died  in  Giocnvillc,  Ohio;  Airs.  Sarah  .Mien,  died 
in  iUarioi)  county,  Indiaii.a;  Peter,  diet!  at  Pee>bi- 
hllo.  Me^'ico,  a -oidier  in  the  Mexican  war. 

Orro  Ibues  mark'  bus  settlement,  on  beginning 
nf(  , in  Rnller  county,  Oliio,  wliere  he  followed 
iht  plow  :m<l  wielded  the  cradle,  and  about  six 
vp.ars  Inter  he  migraied  t<,  Marion  county,  Indi- 
ana, He  li'.ed  on  a new  farm  there  for  several, 
years  and  tlun  ciianged  his  location  to  Carroll 
rnsmtv.  iniliana,  \t  Iktc  he  purdiascd  a farm  near 
I>elp]ii.  wlnre  he  died  on  November  22,  1805. 
He  married  Alarv  Hartman,  a daughter  of  Henrv 
ilartutan,  .a  farmer  on  she  Snsqtichanna  river  in 
pensssyk ttuia,  in  an  earh  dav.  Init  who  fiuallv 
settled  In  i\’e>!ic  cciunty.  Indiana.  Marv  Rates 
dted  iu:u  Drdydii.  Iut!ian;i,  tlie  same  year  her  hus- 
h.and  p:’  ; <i  aw. re. 

Air,  ! '-.ate  ■,  <:■■!  this  ret  iew,  is  the  .seccaid  in  a 
farodv  of  s,  vs’u  chiUren.  tin  others  heing;  Na- 


thaniel .S.,  of  Rens.salacr,  Indiana:  William  M., 
of  Dclyihi,  and  Susan,  wife  of  John  Brown,  of 
Terre  Haute.  Indiana  ( the  two  latter  children 
are  tvrinsi;  Smith,  of  Rates  county,  Missouri; 
Mar} . who  died  at  Delphi,  married  George  Rohr- 
back,  and  Dr.  Jo.seph  W.,  of  Broadripple,  Indi- 
ana, 

With  a country  school  education  to  equip  him 
for  life’s  duties,  Ilavid.  H.  Bates  Iregan  the  strug- 
gle as  a farmer  on  a small  farm  in  Jasper  county, 
Indiana.  After  an  experience  of  four  years  he 
embarked  in  the  mercantile  business  at  Remington 
and  was  so  engaged  until  he  decided  to  come  to 
Texas,  wlien  he  disposed  of  liis  interests  and 
began  the  ctirecr  of  wandering  in  which  we  have 
already  traced  him.  May  3,  1870,  he  married 
Rachel  Hughes,  a daughter  of  Michael 
Hughes  from  Gallatin  county,  Kentucky.  Mr. 
Hnghe.s’  wife  was  hhizabeth  Edwards,  whose 
horne  is  with  her  daughter  in  Henrietta.  Mr. 
Hughes  was  iHim  in  Gallatin  county,  Kentucky,  in 
1.814  2nd  died  in  1871.  while  his  wife  was  born  in 
1826.  The  Hughes  children  were  Margaret 
McIntyre,  who  died  in  Indianapolis,  Indiana; 
Mary  James,  who  died  in  Jackson  county,  Mis- 
souri, leaving  five  children,  and  Rachel.  Mrs. 
Bales,  I'orn  October  2('),  1S.46.  Nellie  is  the  only 
child  of  Mr.  and  kirs.  Bates  and  her  birth  oc- 
curred February  21.  1877.  She  is  a close  com- 
jianion  of  her  invalid  mother  and  is  a bright  spot 
in  the  life  of  her  worthy  father. 

The  Bates  of  this  record  .are  and  have  been 
Democrats,  but  he  has  .at  no  time  had  aspirations 
for  public  office.  David  H.  united  with  Odd 
Fellowship  some  years  ago  and  his  name  is  on  the 
rolls  of  the  Christian  church. 

JOHN  VIVIAN  GOODE.  For  nearly  fifteen 
vears  identified  with  the  railroad  and  business  in- 
tere.sts  of  Fort  Worth  and  Northwest  Texas, 
Mr.  J,  Goode  belonged  among  that  class  of 
energetic  and  forceful  men  of  affairs  who  or- 
ganized. directed  and  gave  permanency  to  Fort 
Wk.rth  during  the  most  important  ep>och  in  its 
develo[)ment.  No  r»ne  familiar  with  the  history 
of  this  portii.m  of  the  state  fails  to  understand 
the  vit.-!.]  connection  between  its  railroads  and  its 
perinaiient  prosperity , and  it  is  among  the  fonner 
railway  men  of  the  cit}-  that  Mr.  Goode  per- 
formed his  loading  part  in  affairs. 

Dving  at  the  age  of  fort}',  on  November  4, 
1003,  Mr.  Gf>ode  liad  engaged  in  the  battle  of 
life  at  an  ear!}-  age,  and  though  his  career  ended 
before  middle  life  it  was  none  the  less  fruitful  in 
pennanent  results.  Born  in  Goochland  county, 
A'irgini.i,  on  December  31.  ic%3,  he  was  a son  of 
Dr.  and  Eliz.alvth  Goode.  Of  cavalier  Virginia 
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ancestry,  the  Cioode  family  has  long  been  repre- 
sented in  the  j)rofesbions  and  affairs  oi  the  Old 
Dominion,  atul  Dr.  Goode,  who  died  in  1897, 
was  a graduate  of  Yale  University,  later  assistant 
under  Dr.  Dra]>er  in  the  Yale  faculty,  and  on  re- 
turning to  Virginia  settled  on  his  father's  planta- 
tion in  Goochland  county.  It  was  on  this  old 
homestead  that  his  youngest  son,  John  Vivian, 
was  born.  The  Civil  war  laid  in  desolation  the 
Goode  estate,  and  at  its  close  Dr.  Goode  moved 
to  Staunton  in  the  same  state. 

In  Staunton  the  son  John  pas.scd  his  childhood, 
though  not  altogether  after  the  usual  fashion  of 
txays,  for  the  fever  of  ambition  and  action  seized 
him  betimes  and  when  only  twelve  years  old  he 
learned  the  complicated  art  of  telegraphy.  Such 
precocity  could  nor  escape  the  notice  of  those 
about  him,  and  the  fact  that  he  was  remarkably 
efficient  jirocured  him  early  advancement  to  re- 
sponsible position  and  decided  him  in  his  career 
of  railroad  service.  As  “hoy  t>perator”  for  the 
Western  laiion  he  became  almost  a celebrity  in 
that  part  of  the  country,  and  at  the  age  of  fifteen 
he  went  west  to  Springfield.  Illinois,  where  he  was 
employed  as  train  disjiatcher  for  the  Wabash,  and 
w'hcn  eighteen  was  chief  dispatcher  for  that  road. 
Following  a period  as  train  master  for  the  Mis- 
souri Pacific  Railroad,  he  came  to  Texas,  in  i88g, 
and  as  the  incumbent,  successively,  of  the  posi- 
tions of  train  master,  sujierintendent  and  general 
superintendent  of  the  Fort  Worth  and  Denver 
City  Railway  he  was  during  the  next  eleven  years 
one  of  the  best  known  railroad  men  of  North 
Texas.  He  was  connected  with  the  Denver  road 
while  it  was  still  new  and  was  establishing  its  line 
through  the  great  country'  to  the  northwest,  that 
being  the  most  important  Texas  railroad  after  the 
Tex, as  and  Pacific. 

While  in  the  railroad  busine.ss  Mr.  Goode  be- 
came connected  with  various  business  enterprises 
in  Fort  Worth,  and  the  demands  that  these  made 
upon  him  finally  caused  him  to  sever  his  con- 
nection with  the  railroad,  that  being  in  March, 
1901.  He  and  his  partner,  M.  H.  Mills  then  or- 
ganized the  National  Lumber  Company  at  Fort 
Worth,  and  Mr.  Goode  became  president.  The 
organization  of  the  Southern  Tic  and  Lumber 
Treating  Company  followed  soon  after,  and  he 
likewise  was  president  of  that  concern,  whose 
plant  wa.-j  located  at  Texarkana.  Retail  branches 
of  these  enterprises  were  distributed  at  various 
j)oints  throughout  Texas  and  Oklahoma,  and  the 
remarkable  business  capacity  of  Mr.  Goode  and 
his  associates  was  .shown  in  the  rapid  growth  and 
extension  of  the  business. 

May  18,  1898,  as  one  of  the  brilliant  social 
events  of  Fort  Worth,  Mr.  Goode  married  Miss 


Joc-e  Terrell,  daughter  of  Capt,  Joseph  C.  Ter- 
rell, whose  prominence  as  a pioneer  citizen  of 
Fort  Worth  gives  his  name  a ydace  on  nearly 
every  page  of  it.s  history.  The  one  child  of  their 
union  is  John  Vivian  Goode,  Jr. 

His  comiection  with  railroad  and  bu.siness  af- 
fair.s  brought  Mr.  Goode  the  friendship  and 
acquaintance  of  the  leading  men  of  the  south,  and 
by  them  he  was  held  in  the  hig’ne.st  esteem  both 
for  his  personality  and  the  qualities  w’hich  enabled 
him  to  accomplish  so  much  during  a short  life- 
time, 

DA\  ID  ^VALLAGE  HOL.MES,  .M.  D.  The 
profe.ssion  of  medicine  at  Bellevue  is  represented 
by  the  able  and  thorough  praciitioner  of  the 
Eclectic  school,  Dr.  D.  W.  Holmes,  iniroduccd  as 
the  subject  of  this  personal  review.  Time  has 
burdened  him  with  hut  the  age  of  middle  life  and 
exjierience  has  eiulowed  him  with  a wide  range 
of  ])roi'cssioiial  e(jui]>nu:iit,  which  is  an  assurance 
to  his  comuumity  of  a normal  pathological  con- 
dition and  a freedom  from  profes.sional  embar- 
rassment on  account  of  the  physical  infimiitie.s 
of  .age. 

While  a settler  of  Texas  of  comparatively  re- 
cent date,  Dr.  Holmes’s  tenure  here  warrants  the 
claim  that  he  is  a Texan  indeed,  and  his  entry 
into  the  spirit  of  the  common  affairs  oi  his  town 
and  community  marks  the  f>ermanence  and  sin- 
cerity of  his  citizenship.  His  advent  to  Clay 
county  dates  from  October.  iSi.a,  at  which  time  he 
opened  his  office  in  Bellevue  and  since  which  time 
he  has  had  his  ear  to  the  public  heartbeat.  He 
had  been  a member  of  the  profe.ssion  but  a year 
when  Bcllev'ue  first  knew  him,  and  his  former 
home,  and  the  place  of  his  origin  and  bringing-up, 
was  in  Carroll  county',  Tennessee, 

He  was  born  at  Lavinia,  October  27,  18(13, 
his  father's  fann  marked  the  place  of  his  child- 
hood and  y'outhful  endeavor.  His  was  one  of  the 
ancient  families  of  the  commonwealth  of  Tennes- 
see and  it  was  founded  in  Carroll  county'  by  John 
Holmes,  of  Virginia.  The  latter  was  the  great- 
grandfather of  Dr.  Holmes  and  his  record  was 
that  of  one  of  the  early  farmers  of  his  count}'. 
He  died  about  i860,  and  among  his  several 
children  vva.s  John  Holmes,  grandfatlier  of  the 
subject  of  our  review.  The  latter  was  born  in 
1S15,  followed  the  calling  of  his  pioneer  father 
and  passed  away  in  Carroll,  his  native  county',  in 
1S8S,  He  married  Eliza  Mc.Mexandcr.  and 
reared  a family  of  three  .^on.s  and  five  daughters. 
Of  this  family  Lysander  was  the  oldest  and  he 
was  born  in  1840. 

Lysander  Holmes  resides  at  Lavinia,  Tennes- 
see, with  the  companion  of  his  life,  nee  Helen 
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M(.'l  'll , and,  like  hi'  worthy  ancestors,  ha.s 
been  a tiller  of  the  sail.  During'  the  Civil  war 
he  fcHight  (>n  the  Confederate  side,  and  while  he 
has  t '.sa\  e'l  no  politictil  ambition,  or  spce.ial  en- 
tluif  lasm.  Donicxrratic  principles  have  alvtays  re- 
ceived lii.s  ■,  n.dor.semcnt  and  Itis  niodest  support. 
Helen  .McDotig-al,  his  v,i'fc,  wa->  a daughter  of 
John  and  MoHie  (Hiekman  ) McDougal,  who  can 
be  leniV'd  “c>!d-tinter.^'‘  of  Carroll  county,  and  ed 
their  nine  children  Helen  « .as  the  seventh. 

Seven  ch-ldreri  con.stituted  the  is.^ue  -of  t.y- 
s.'tivU  r .'.nd  Helen  ?\lcDouga]  and  David  \V.,  our 
-•ubdot.  was  the  first  liorn.  Tl'ie  others  were: 
Aiolhe,  w ife  of  Jesse  Aio.Mexander : Belle,  wife 
of  int  Cvmnirigham;  Hiiaa.  now  Afr.s.  Lee  I'aylor; 
1.  Roscoe ; Maggie,  w idow  of  Fratik  Xoe;  and 
\\  illiam.  All.  sasc  die  doctor,  are  rcsi<ients  of 
their  naltve  couiirv. 

Dr,  TIoliees  hasl  access  to  tlti/  public  schix-is 
r>f  Ills  borne  coinitv  only  for  hi.s  literarv  training 
He  ehose  medicine  lor  Itrs  life  work  when  he 
att.-tined  his  majority  attd  began  preparation  for 
iii.s  |ire)!i.'ssi< ei  in  die  oHiee  of  an  uncle,  Dr.  W.  X. 
llcdnics,  cjf  Milan,  Tennessee.  W hen  qualified 
i<ir  college  !ie  ttitered  llic  h.clectic  Medical  Insti- 
Uiie  at  Cincinnati,  ( ihio.  where  he  graduated  in 
iX'M  and  inaugurated  his  career  a.s  a physician 
bs  a Saar's  practice  m liie  city  of  Jaekson.  in  his 
iwfiVC  slate.  after  his  arrival  in  Bellevue 

Ik-  lontiv'l  a iiartner'hip  with  Dr.  J.  J,  L.  P.all, 
wiic'se  removal  from  Bellevue  in  July,  i8<:i3, 
caused  a rjis-olmiou  of  die  firm,  and  since  then 
Dr.  1 lolnic.s  ttas  jnirsuefl  his  profession  .'done. 

In  itis  ]>rac!iec  die  doctor  has  !ia<l  no  specialties, 
dcvoiitig  hiniscli  ,'olel;.  to  the  ills  eomnion  to  the 
coimlrv  ;md  to  the  ircatmevit  r'f  injuries  the  re- 
•siih  o,f  accidents  such  as  occur  in  tlic  course  of 

■ cars  in  the  best  regulated  comnuiniiies.  In  his 
capaettv  as  :ut  examiner  he  rcprc.st.m.s  the  Xew 
'i  ■)!'!<  1 .1  fe  I nsuranec  t ')m()avn,  the  Alutiial  and 
t!'c  F.oiiit able  l.iie,  the  lAnn  Mutual,  of  i.’liila- 

■ h bdtta.  ami  the  Securitv  Aiuluai.  of  I lingiiantp 

t'Si,  N ork.  ih;  ?d atdiiitian  1 ifc.  of  \'cw.' 

A o;  k.  ami  I'niden?  .tl.  of  Xewark.  Xew  Jerscs  . 

t'Vhrnary  y iXug.  Dr  Holmes  was  united  In 
rr.aniag's,  m Af.arshail  C'jumv.  iinnessee,  witlt 
i>ovif.  c.  daiigliici  of  lames  and  .Vntanda 
fl.rvvuw  Andvrst,.  II.  i w.i  childre  n haw  hles.spd 
du'.r  uoa'a:,  the  iirst  lioni  .a  d.'uightf  r,  ffelen 
born  December  30.  1806.  dud  Alav  to.  :icS(m8,  arid 
ill'  : O' aid,  a on,  David.  Jr.,  was  bcim  Oe- 

fi'e-r  o, 

Is  the  matter  of  fraieruitiis.  Dr,  1 lohries  has 
h.iii  ail  tl'ie  iinnors  coiifirmi  In  the  onier  of 
' h}i:  be  liocsiipr  iC-'-b:-  die  .mhordinaic  atid  en 
eanipinent  'ie  r- e.:  iia\ mg  bci-n  a uieniber  of 

lb.'  Tes.is  motn.l  Co.lss., 
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J(  tHN"  F.  SWAYNE,  formerly  active  and 
prominent  in  official  life  of  Tarrant  county,  a 
successful  stockman,  and  one  of  the  distin- 
guished citizens  of  Fort  Worth,  was  born  in 
ilenderson  county,  Tennessee,  July  31,  1850. 
His  parents  were  James  W.  and  .Amanda  J. 
( Ilenrv)  Swavne,  and  through  both  branches 
he  is  of  excellent  and  famous  ancestry.  His 
father,  a native  Virginian,  born  November  6, 
1821.  was  of  the  noted  family  of  Swaynes  who 
have  contributed  so  many  di.stingui.shed  citi- 
zens, especially  to  the  legal  profession.  Former 
As.scxfiate  Ju.stice  Svvayne  of  the  United  States 
.Supreme  court  was  a brother  of  John  Swatme’s 
grandfather,  while  of  tho.se  who  have  attained 
■ iistinctic'n  in  the  law  in  later  years  might 
lie  mentioned  Judge  Swavne  of  Memphis.  James 
W.  Swavne,  the  father,  who  visited  Texas  in 
1840.  vvithout  locating,  however,  died  in  1856, 
at  the  age  of  thirty  five.  His  mother,  Sarah 
Hite  (F'arkins)  Swavne,  of  Winchester,  Virginia, 
was  also  a memlier  of  a prominent  family,  and 
herself  a brilliant  and  talented  woman.  John  F. 
Swaynes  mother,  who  was  Itorn  May  i8,  1824, 
ni  .South  Carolina  and  died  in  Tennessee  in  1857, 
aged  thirty-three  vears,  w'as  a de.scendant  of  Pat- 
rick Henry.  The  parents  were  married  July  8, 
18.17. 

In  keeping  with  the  record  of  a famih'  of 
.so  many  of  whose  members  joined  the  learned 
professions.  Mr.  Swa3'ne  received  educational 
advantages  on  a par  with  the  best  offered  in 
.America  at  the  time.  Ilis  two  years  as  a stu- 
dent of  Washington  and  I.ee  Universite-  in  Vir- 
ginia were  spent  when  that  noted  institution 
v.a.s  under  the  presidency  of  Robert  E.  Lee, 
and  among  the  various  mementoes  wEich  he 
retains  of  his  life  t'here  is  one  he  particularly 
prizes — an  excuse  from  class  duties  on  account 
of  illness,  written  and  signe<i  by  the  former 
Confederate  leader.  Air.  Swavne  came  to  Texas 
in  i860,  but  after  teaching  school  for  a year 
in  Titus  count}  returned  to  his  former  home 
in  Lexington,  'I'ennessee.  where,  having  pursued 
his  law  siu'iies  in  the  meantime,  he  was  ad- 
niitte<i  to  the  bar.  In  1872  he  located  perma- 
nent!} in  Texas,  and  at  Fort  Worth  became  as- 
>ociatv‘d  as  a law  partner  with  Captain  Joe  Ter- 
rell, one  of  the  historic  characters  of  this  city. 
Business  and  active  identification  with  affairs 
proved  more  attractive  to  Mr.  Swavne  as  a 
fie  111  of  effort  tlian  the  law,  and  he  .soon  re- 
signed his  active  practice  and  began  dealing  in 
real  e.state.  On  the  organization  of  the  city 
;n  i-H-d  he  was  elected  the  first  cit}'  sccrctarv, 
and  since  tliat  time  lias  figured  often  and  promi- 
nently in  public  life.  In  1873  he  went  west  for 
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a stiort  time,  and  in  those  early  days  began  his 
experience  in  the  cattle  business.  After  serving 
for  some  time  as  deputy  he  was  elected  clerk  of 
Tarrant  county  in  1880,  and,  thrice  re-elected, 
served  altogether  eight  years  in  that  capacity, 
leaving'  the  office  in  1888.  After  this  official 
career  he  resumed  real  estate  and  cattle  busi- 
ne.ss  and  this  has  been  his  principal  line  of  ac- 
tivity ever  since.  The  hard  times  following  the 
panic  of  1893  made  serious  inroads  into  his 
fortune,  as  he  at  that  time  held  large  blocks  of 
Fort  Worth  realty,  which  suffered  a great 
shrinkage  of  values  during  the  financial  depres- 
sion. For  several  years  iMr.  Swayne  has  been 
well  known  for  his  .stock-raising  enterprise,  his 
herd  of  registered  Jersey  cattle  containing  some 
splendid  specimens,  and  his  success  in  this  line 
gives  him  a prominent  place  among  the  stock- 
men  of  this  city. 

Mr.  Swayne  was  married  in  1874  to  Miss 
May  Hendricks,  the  daughter  of  Judge  II.  G. 
Hendricks,  in  his  day  one  of  the  most  eminent 
citizens  of  Fort  Worth.  A native  of  Missouri, 
he  was  a lawyer  by  profession  and  one  of  the 
pioneers  of  the  profession  in  Texas.  He  lived 
for  several  years  at  Sherman,  Grayson  county, 
and  later  moved  to  Fort  Worth,  where  he  died 
in  JHarch,  1873.  He  wa.s  one  of  the  original 
donators  who  had  contributed  money  for  the 
building  of  the  Texas  and  Pacific  Railway  to 
Fort  Worth,  the  consummation  of  which  work 
did  not  take  place,  however,  until  three  year.s 
after  Judge  Hendricks’  death.  In  his  practice 
he  had  been  a partner  of  Peter  Smith  and  also 
of  Major  Jarvis,  and  was  noted  everywhere  for 
his  high-minded  citizen,ship  and  integrity  of  char- 
acter. Of  good  ancestry,  he  was  a relative  of 
Ah'ce  President  Hendricks  of  Indiana. 

Also  throu«rh  her  mother  Mrs.  Swayne  belongs 
to  a noted  family.  Her  mother,  Eliza  A.  Evarts, 
who  was  a member  of  the  same  family  to  which 
the  distinguished  William  M.  F’varts  of  New 
York  belonged,  died  in  Fort  Worth  in  1894.  Pre- 
vious to  her  death  .she  built  the  .splendid  Worth 
hotel  as  a memorial  to  her  husband,  and  left 
a valuable  estate  besides.  The  children  who 
survdved  her,  besides  Mrs.  Swa}Tie,  were  Harry, 
Wallace,  George  and  Mrs.  Sallie  Huffman.  With 
ancestry  direct  to  Revolutionary  heroes,  Mrs. 
Swayne  is  proininem  in  the  work  of  the  Patriotic 
Order  of  the  Daughters  of  the  Revolution,  being 
regent  of  Mary'  Isham  Keith  Qtapter  at  Fort 
Worth.  Her  ancestry  al.so  goes  back  to  the  his- 
toric Miles  Standish,  .she  being  in  the  seventh 
remove  from  that  ancestor.  As  a pioneer  in 
w'onien's  club  work  at  Fort  Worth  she  has  also 
been  very'  prominent,  and  organized  and  for  four 
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years  was  president  of  the  Woman's  Wednes- 
day Club  of  Fort  Worth,  which  is  probably  the 
most  important  woman’s  club  in  Texas,  its  liter- 
ary and  philanthropic  work  being  carried  out 
on  a large  .scope.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Swayne  have 
two  children;  Mrs.  ilatlie  Swayne  Itloffett  and 
Mary  Newton  .Swayne. 

Hon.  James  W.  Swayne,  who  for  several 
years  has  been  a prominent  lawyer  and  citizen 
of  Fort  Worth,  having  served  some  time  as 
county  attorney,  'is  a brother  of  Mr.  John  F. 
Swayne.  The  former  is  at  present  engaged 
in  the  oil  business  in  Louisiana. 

JAMES  A.  BURGESS.  April  9,  1859,  the 
subject  of  this  personal  mention  was  bom  near 
St.  John,  New  Brunswick,  from  which  place  he 
migrated,  in  the  early  year.s  of  hi.$  majority, 
eventually  reaching  Texas  and  establishing  him- 
self in  Ini.sine.ss  in  Bowie.  The  W'andering.s  which 
finally  terminated  in  the  Lone  Star  state  in  1884 
took  him  over  a v\ide  region  of  our  connrion 
country  and  sufficed  to  gratify  an  ambitious  long- 
ing for  “.seeing  the  world’’  and  contributed  much 
to  his  contentment  when  he  finally  settled  down. 

Mr.  Burgess’  business  connection  with  Bowie 
dates  from  July,  i88<),  when  he  embarked  in  the 
lumber  trade  in  the  city.  He  had  been  in  Texas 
then  five  years,  having  opened  a lumber  yard  in 
Joshua,  Johnson  county,  in  March,  1884.  The 
panic  of  i8<>3  worked  a hardship  on  lumber  deal- 
ers all  over  the  countr;c  and  Mr,  Burgess  closed 
out  his  yard  in  Bowie,  with  considerable  shrink- 
age. and  during  the  interim  between  his  business 
exit  and  his  return,  in  the  spring  of  1895,  he  was 
variously  employed  in  luiTil)er  yards  elsewhere 
and  in  other  matters,  going  into  the  furniture 
business  with  Z.  M,  Wilson  in  Bowie ; thexi  his 
former  luniher  partner,  B,  S.  Pollard,  succeeded 
Mr.  Wilson  and  the  twain  did  hu,sine.ss  together 
till  the  year  Kjon,  when  it  sold  out  and  Mr. 
Burgess  joined  D.  H.  Sigmon  in  the  undertaking 
busiiie.s.s,  the  only  e.slabli.slimcni  doing  an  ex- 
clusive undertaking  business  in  Bowie,  and  in 
the  spring  of  i(X)5  Mr.  F’urgcss  bought  out  his 
partner,  U.  H.  Sigmon,  and  notv  conducts  the 
business  him.sclf. 

Recurring  to  Mr.  Burgess’  place  of  birth,  we 
find  it  the  home  of  the  Burgess  family  since  the 
forepart  of  the  nineteenth  century.  William 
Burgess,  our  subject’s  grandfather,  was  a native 
of  Gaxhill,  Yorkshire,  England,  where  he  married 
Mercy  Eeauhom.  .A  tew  years  subsequent  to 
their  marriage  they  emigrated  and  took  up  tlieir 
residence  in  the  country  about  St.  John,  New 
Brunswick,  where  their  lives  were  spent  in  pas- 
toral pursuits.  Their  children  were : Robert 
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P Htlitr  oi  our  snbjca.  and  William,  who  died 
w ithout  heirs, 

.Robert  1.'.  .Ui^rgX'Rs'  birth  oerurred  in  i8i8,  in  the 
'.•icinity  ct  St.  Join!,  and.  wiiik-  he  owned  a farm 
.-i-!!:  reared  his  family  upon  it,  he  was  a carriage- 
maki  r - nd  he  actively  followed  his  trade.  He 
wa.-;  united  in  riia triage  with  Margaret  McLeod, 
a dai  ehter  of  \\'illiam  and  Temimah  (Littlejohn) 
ItlcLcod.  From  bewhood  Mr.  McLeod  served  in 
the  English;  navy  and  was  on  the  transport  whicli 
took  Hen.  Wellington  acrccss  the  Lngli.sh  channel 
to  win  the  battle  of  W’atcrlot).  He  afterward,  in 
the  closing  years  of  his  active  life,  took  his  family 
to  New  Brunswick  v.here.  iic.'.ir  St.  Jc>hn,  he  and 
his  wife  lie  buried. 

Robert  P-  and  .Margaret  Burges.s  were  the 
parents  of:  Mary  B.,  wife  of  A,  C,  Smith,  of 
Boston,  JvTa.ssachuscUs ; Jemirnah  M..  wkknv  of 
.Andrew  Kee,  of  St.  John,  New  Enm.s\\ick  ; Wil- 
litiiTi,  who  died  in  l-aguna,  New  Alexico,  leaving  a 
family;  Robert,  of  .Ring.ston,  New  Brunswick; 
J.  Charles,  or  Parsons,  Kansas:  James  A.,  of  thi.s 
notice;  and  Alfred  E,.  of  St.  John,  New  Bruns-- 
wick. 

James  A.  Burgess  grew  up  on  the  farm  and 
abo’ai.  his  father's  carriage  shop  and  acquired  a 
frdr  education  in  the  common  schools.  At 
eigitteen  years  of  he  began  the  serious  side  of 
life,  atnong  his  first  acts  being  his  trip  from 
St,  John  to  Navajo  .Spriitss,  Arizona,  a journey 
-liagonally  across  the  Utiited  States,  and  embrac- 
ing some  four  thousand  miles.  There  he  joined 
ills  iirothers  as  a cowboy  on  their  ranch  and  in 
this  vocation  he  remained  some  three  vears.  Go- 
ing next  to  Parson,'-.  Kansas,  he  took  a clerkship 
u!  a grocery  but  a sliort  lime  later  went  into  the 
em[>loy  of  the  M.  K.  and  T.  Raihvav  Company, 
finrillv  ticcoming  a fireman.  Concluding  this  ser- 
vict  he  caiue  r<>  I'exas  and  esiablished  himself 
iit  the  lumber  busincs.s,  as  previotisly  noted. 

?;Ir.  Burges.s  first  married.  July  7,  18S7,  Amelia 
B.  Marlev,  daughter  of  Dan  and  Elizabeth  Mar- 
ley.  of  C'<ak  Point,  ;\cvv  Brunswick.  She  died 
'IuitIj  20,  i88o.  at  Parsons,  Kansa.s.  One  child 
was  born  and  died  in  California  at  the  age  of  six 
months. 

May  4.  iSqj,  :n  Montague  county,  Mr.  Burges.s 
marKv!  Miss  Jessie  M.  .\lsabrook,  a daughter 
o"  J:  ive: ' iM.  and  Laura  (Stallings  i Alsabrook, 
vbr-  came  to  Texas  from  ..\lab;.una.  Mr.  and 
‘’.A  r-:rg:  c:  diiids'eii  arc  Robert  I...  and  ,M1een. 

s;r  Biirgc&s  has  exemplified  his  thrifty  ten- 
deiii Lowie  bv  the  accuintilatioit  of  some  of 
its  real  estate  and  in  the  inqirovenient  of  a home 
on  \\  i.se  str-ect  he  has  contributed  toward  the 
City  s ;nu:inal  tlcvs.-lopnient.  Although  a Repub- 
Hran  in  natiunal  politics,  lii,s  neighbors  and  friencLs 


— strong  Democrats  though  they  are — have 
chosen  him  to  represent  them  on  the  common 
couiicil  from  the  Second  Ward  and  in  many  oUier 
ways  has  he  felt  the  assurance  of  their  sincere 
confidence.  In  iMasonic  work  he  has  taken  the 
chapter  degree  and  in  Pythianisni  he  is  one  of 
the  brave. 

JOHN  J.  GOODFELLOW,  county  surv'eyor 
of  Tarrant  county,  w ith  his  home  in  Fort  Worth, 
has  a unique  record  as  a county  official.  He 
has  been  identified  with  the  county  surve_yor’s 
office  almost  continuously  for  a quarter  of  a cen- 
tury ante-dating  all  present  officials  of  the 
county.  With  the  exception  of  tw'O  years  he  has 
been  continuously  in  the  position  of  county  sur- 
veyor since  i888,  and  his  record  is  in  all  points  a 
mo.-t  enviable  one. 

Mr.  Goodfellow  was  born  in  Randolph  county, 
Missouri,  in  1856,  his  birthplace  being  on  his 
father’s  farm,  which  was  situated  adjoining 
where  the  city  of  IMoberly  has  since  grown  up,  at 
that  time  there  being  nothing  there  except  the 
railroad  section  house.  Mr.  Goodfellow 's  parents 
were  IMoses  and  Nancy  (Beale)  Goodfellow'.  The 
father,  who  w'as  born  in  Meigs  county,  Ohio,  in 
1820,  in  1841  became  an  early  settler  of  Ran- 
dolph county.  Missouri,  and  in  i860,  having 
traded  for  two  hundred  and  five  acres  of  land  in 
Tarrant  county',  moved  to  this  part  of  Texas  and 
became  one  of  the  first  settlers.  His  residence 
wa,s  near  the  eastern  line  of  Tarrant  county,  and, 
as  a success f'dl  farmer  and  public-spirited  citizen, 
made  that  his  home  till  his  death,  wdiich  occurred 
in  October,  1897,  when  .seventy-seven  years  of 
age.  The  place  is  still  known  as  the  Goodfellow 
liornestead,  a.s  Mrs.  Nancy  Goodfellow',  the 
mother,  whose  native  .state  w'as  Kentucky,  still 
lives  there,  aged  .seventy-seven  years,  and  is  in 
good  health. 

Reared  on  the  old  homestead  and  receiving  his 
early  education  in  the  common  schools,  Mr. 
Goodfellow'  made  his  preparations  for  a career 
by  completing  a surveying  and  engineering 
cour.se  at  Palmyra  .Institute.  He  continued  to 
make  his  home  on  the  paternal  farm  until  1880, 
having  during  1B79-SC)  taught  one  term  of  school, 
anrl  then  was  appointed  to  a position  in  the  sur- 
veyor’.s  office,  under  Surveyor  W.  G.  Finley, 
now  deceased.  With  the  exception  of  the  two 
years  from  1S96  to  ,1898  he  has  been  in  the  sur- 
veyor's office  ever  since,  either  as  deputy  or 
couiity  surveyor,  and  no  other  county  official  can 
show  such  a long  and  continuc'us  record.  In 
18S7  lie  was  appointed  as  county  surveyor  to  fill 
a v.acancy.  in  the  following  year  was  elected  to 
the  office  and  has  been  re-elected  every  two  years, 
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with  the  exception  of  the  one  term  mentioned 
above.  Besides  his  work  as  county  surveyor  he 
has  done  and  still  does  a larpc  amount  of  sur- 
veying- for  outside  parlies  in  Tarrant  and  other 
counties,  he  being  a most  capable  representative 
of  his  profession. 

W bile  he  makes  his  home  in  Fort  Worth,  Mr. 
Goodfellovv  owns  a fine  place  of  a thousand  acres 
ill  Tarrant  county,  .sixteen  milc.s  north  of  Fort 
Worth,  known  as  the  “Goodfellow  Timber  Re- 
serine.”  This  is  one  of  the  beautiful  spots  in  the 
county,  with  a combination  of  forest  and  lake 
and  farm  that  make  it  an  attractive  resort,  espe- 
cially in  the  summer  time.  He  here  conducts  a 
hog,  goat  and  cattle  ranch,  does  some  miscel- 
laneous farming,  and  the  lake  is  stocked  with 
black  bass. 

Fraternally  Mr.  Goodfellow  is  a member  of 
Woodmen  Lodge  I\o.  z,  at  Fort  Worth.  He  mar 
ried  Mi.ss  Lon  Swann,  of  Arlington,  this  county, 
and  their  five  children  are:  Olive,  Liliiim,  Eulah, 
John  J.,  Jr.,  and  Louise,  all  at-  home. 

WILI.IAM  LEAXDER  DONNELL  AND 
THO.MAS  F.  DONNELL.  The  brothers  who 
form  the  subject  of  this  article  have  been  con- 
spicuously identified  with  the-  material  affairs  of 
Young  county'  for  so  long  that  it  .seems  they 
ought  to  he  classed  among  its  piioneers,  yet  they 
were  not  here  when  the  county  was  reorganized 
and,  consequentlv,  as  merdy  early  settlers  and  as 
leading  citizens  in  an  industrial  way  do  they  de 
rive  their  chief  distinction. 

The  lives  of  William  L.  and  Thomas  F,  Don- 
nell have  been  so  clo.sely  allied  from  birth  to  the 
present  that  what  may  be  said  of  one  may  be  as- 
sumed of  the  other,  and  when  a business  ven- 
ture is  attributed  to  William  his  brother  Thomas 
can  be  counted  as  bearing  an  equal  share  in  it. 
Their  successes  and  reverses  have  been  borne  to- 
gether and  their  combined  judgments  have  di- 
rected a way  which  has  led  to  masterly  achie^’e- 
ments  in  the  domain  of  their  life  work.  They' 
have  been  both  civilian  and  soldier  and  whether 
in  the  pursuit  of  trade  or  in  the  chase  of  the  ene- 
my the  same  determination  to  succeed  and  the 
same  devotion  to  cause  has  ever  spurred  them  on. 

The  Donnell  family,  father  and  sons,  came  to 
Texas  from  Hickory  county,  Missouri,  in  1865. 
to  escape  the  dangers  incident  to  a mixed  and 
ho.stile  political  sentiment  engendered  in  south- 
ern Missouri  on  account  of  the  Civil  war.  They 
^ttled  in  Hopkins  county,  Texas,  where  our  sub- 
jects engaged  in  the  tannery  business  in  a .small 
way,  making  it  a success  and  winning  the  capital 
with  which  to  establish  themselves  in  the  business 
of  milling,  ginning  and  farming,  in  Hunt  county, 


!)egiiiniiig  with  1.867.  Tliev  remained  in  Hunt 
county  for  a period  of  ten  years,  converted  their 
real  property  into  cash,  and  driving,  in  1877,  a 
bunch  of  cattle  into  Young  county,  where  they 
had  decided  to  e.stablish  their  future  home. 

A previous  investigation  decided  tliem  to  locate 
on  the  Clear  Fork  river,  vvliere  one  hundred  and 
sixty  acres  of  land  was  p’'tt-etnpted,  the  nucleus 
of  their  present  ranch.  Having  been  millers  and 
discerning-  the  advantages  of  a grist-mill  in  their 
new  location  they  acquired  a site  and  constr-ucted 
a dam  and  erected  a small  burr  mill  on  the  pres- 
ent site  of  Eliasville,  the  first  structure  in  the 
village.  The  iiuilding  an<l  rebuilding  of  the  dam 
across  Clear  Fork  an<l  the  erection  of  tlte  mill 
and  its  equipment,  first  with  burr  machinery  and 
then  with  rolls,  necessitated  .an  expcndiuire  of 
many  thoiLsaJid  dollars,  but  the  e:<pecrations  of 
its  proprietors  have  been  met  and  the  plant  still 
doe.s  service  in  proportion  to  the  supply  of  grain 
raised  in  their  locality. 

In  the  early  time  the  brothers  established  a 
store  near  the  mill,  but  they  parted  with  this 
when  their  cattle  imlustry  demanded.  In  the 
early  eighties  they  engaged  in  merehandising 
with  Childres.s  Brothers  in  Terrell,  Texas,,  Thom- 
as F.  Donnell  representing  the  brothers  in  the 
active  conduct  of  the  store.  They  closed  this  out 
also,  and  the  promotion  of  their  stock  interests 
ever  afterward  occupied  them. 

In  their  stock  venture  in  Young  county  our 
subjects  achieved  marked  and  gratify  ing  results. 
Their  herd  increased  satisfactorily,  from  year  to 
year,  and  while  the  range  was  .still  open  its  gra.ssy 
sward  was  accessible  to  them  without  money  and 
without  }'rice.  First  they  counted  their  cattle 
by  the  hundreds  and  then  by  the  thousands  and. 
in  18S6,  ten  tliou.sand  head  was  not  too  large  an 
estimate  to  place  on  Donnell  brotlier.^'  stock 
branded  with  ’‘P.S."  While  they  built  up 
rapidly  and  became  strong  and  noted  in 
their  sphere  they  had  r’isitations  of  misfortmie, 
and  nothing  so  staggered  th.eni  as  their  los.ses  the 
year  t>f  ‘hlie  big  die” — 1885-6.  This  event  fol- 
lowed close  upon  the  historic  ‘Irought  of  that 
time,  and  it  laid  ]<>\v  something  like  forty  per  cent 
of  their  entire  herd.  With  ene.rgy  and  deleniiina- 
tion  characteristic  of  them  they  took  a little  firmer 
grip  on  the  situation  and  recuperated,  in  a great 
measure,  the  fin.ancia)  emi)arra,«sment=.  they  met 
that  year. 

The  Donnell  brothers’  ranch  occupies  a vast 
territory  on  the  waters  of  Clear  Fork,  compris- 
ing four  thousand  acres  of  land  under  their 
ownership  and  three  thousand  acres  under  lease, 
which,  allowing  ten  acres  to  the  cow,  supports 
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seven  hundred  iiead  of  slock,  their  prc.seiU  herd's 
size. 

The  Donneli  brothers  v,’ero  bi:>rn  in  Wil.scin 
coimi'.',  Tennes.see ; William  Leander  October  23. 
)S3'>,  and  Thomas  F..  September  21,  1838.  James 
DouneH.  their  father,  w.as  a native  of  t!ie  same 
county  and  iva.-  b.jrn  in  )Sr2.  The  ^xandfathcr 
of  jnr  subjects  was  John  r>onnell,  vvho  emigrated 
rro;;.  South  Carolina,  where  his  birth  occurred 
;ih'  !•  u-  Wilson  ciiumy,  Teiniessoc.  h>ik>\v- 

ing  or  accompanying  Ins  famil}'  on  into  fTi.s.siatri 
m 1841  arivl  dying  there  twenty  years  later,  lie 
was  a fanner  and  married  a Ivliss  Davidson,  by 
whom  were  born;  James,  Newton,  who  died  in 
Missoitri : William,  who  )>as^ed  away  in  Denton 
ccunlv.  Texas;  Alfred,  who  left  a iarnily  at  his 
>!•,  ;1;  in  Cravsu'i  counU.  ['..urts;  t'amuel,  of 
Irondale,  Missouri;  Cynthia,  who  married  a 
Tliompson  and  died  in  Denton  county,  Texas; 
jt:ib  ouirried  Jvuu  s Y-nuig  and  loft  a family  in 
Gra'.  son  count v at  iter  cleatli.  and  IMartlta  married 
an  .Vim^amlor  and  passed  away  in  Hickory  cotin- 
ty.  fd  i.s,sotiri. 

lames  Donnell  prospered  as  a farmer  111  Hick- 
• ■rv  countv,  Missouri,  acquired  a large  body  of 
land,  had  many  slave.s  a.n-i  was  regarded  among 
the  coiimv's  leading  nieu.  He  enlisted  in  the  Coii- 
fedetate  service  along  with  tliree  sons  and,  not- 
wifhssandmg  his  advanced  years,  he  filled  the 
rhacc  a y4)iu;g  man  and  did  as  valiant  service 
for  tile  cause  as  hi.s  c.apactrv  would  permit.  For 
his  first  wife  he  married  Julia  Waters,  a daugh- 
ter :g'  Siicalcv  Waters,  a Tenne.s.sce  farmer,  who 
•■migrated  there  from  \drginia,  lilrs.  Donnell 
died  ni  Hickory  coimrv,  pli.ssouri,  in  1852.  being 
die  nWitlKr  of  f,co  W..  \\  iin  died  in  tlie  Confeder- 
ate eyim  ; Willtani  L.  and  Tliormis  F,  (>ur  sitb- 
iec—  J.iu  Donnell  married,  the  second  time, 
Marllvi  Fosttr.  ,n  dangliter  of  Mr,  Duke.  Slic 
diet  in  Hunt  county,  Texas,  in  1877,  while  her 
husband  passed  away  av  th-  home  of  his  sons  in 
^'o;:ug  i 'lunry  Fcbniary  28.  iS/p.  Fy  tiieiv  union 
a daiigiiox,  Julia  -•'v.,  was  honi.  who  married 
Cc'<rgs  Th'Utih  and  died  in  Hunt  county. 

The  c >umrv  -cIkioI.n  [irovidcd  Y'iliiam  L.  and 
Thom:;'  F.  Donnell  with  a niodesi  education,  and 
shout  die  tiine  they  came  of  age  they  embarked 
in  riKrc.intilf  pursuits  in  Hermitage,  Missouri. 
Til!  e Were  thus  e;;naecU'd  in  a business  way 
when  the  war  came  e*n,  aiui  they  dosed  it  oiu  and 
o:  ■ ;e'i  :Oe;r  s sdees  the  South.  Company  D. 
Eleses.d;  Missouri  Infantry,  coinnianded  bv  Cap- 
tain Ft.'pf'T  -and  ( hdonel  Turns,  was  the  company 
a;  d !e:,;h;..'nf  dv  nu’ier  luiil  seats  ic>ined.  and  it 
sCi'.  c!S  :n  I ’areoiis  Urigade,  in  the  Trans-Missis- 
'ippi  : k pe-'trnent  They  fought  at  Pea  Ridge. 
iiCeea.  I M;!;.  je'ikins'  ih  rry,  I'leasant  Hill 


and  Alan.sficld,  where  the  -fFussouri  troops  stopped 
and  later  fought  the  Jenkins'  F'erry  engagement. 
The  coniinami  moved  down  Red  riv^er  and  saw  no 
more  active  service  and  the  comp.anv  was  paroled 
at  Shrevesport  at  the  cIo.se  of  the  war.  Thomas 
F.  Donnell  became  a lieutenant  of  his  company 
and  received  a wound  at  Pleasant  Hill,  but  Wil- 
liam L.  jiersistently  declined  honor.s  above  a pri- 
vate and  passed  through  the  ordeal  without  acci- 
dent or  casnaky. 

Thomas  F.  Donnell  m.arricd  in  i86t  IMis.s  Fan- 
nie Robinson,  a daughter  of  R.  I.  Robinson.  She 
died  in  Terrell,  Texas,  leaving  children  as  fol- 
lows : Emma,  wife  of  I.  . Morgan ; William, 
Leo,  Charles,  Alvin  and  Horner,  all  Young  coun- 
ty farmers  and  connected  with  the  Donnell  ranch 
aiiil  farm.  W’illiam  L,  Donnell  married  in  Hop- 
kins county.  Texas.  lilarcli  17,  i866,  Miss  Sallie 
.Robin'On,  a daughter  of  R.  1.  Robinson.  While 
thev  have  not  been  bles.sed  with  issue,  Afr.  and 
-Mrs.  Donnell  have  done  much  toward  the  bring- 
ing up  of  their  brotlier's  family  and  reared  two 
orphan  children  of  the  Snow  family,  one  of 
whom.  Airs.  Sallie  DeLong,  of  Eliasvilie,  .still 
survives. 

Before  the  rebellion  James  Donnell  and  sons 
were  numbered  among  the  able  and  financially 
independent  peciplc  of  Hickory  county,  ilissouri. 
-As  a result  of  the  war  they  were  left  in  compara- 
tive pt.wcrty  and  began  life  anew  when  they  came 
to  Texas.  ITve  the  surviving  sons  led  off  and 
made  substantial  progre.ss  from  the  start  and  the 
several  enterpri.ses  with  which  they  have  been 
connected  have  achieved  marked  success.  They 
have  had  nothing  to  do  with  politics,  but  have 
given  active  and  substantial  support  to  church 
wor'k:  and  are  members  of  the  Presbyterian  or- 
ganization, the  church  home  of  their  worthy  an- 
cestors. 

CHARLES  R,  BARKDUI.L.  Among  the 
employes  of  the  Fort  Worth  & Denver  Railroad 
who  have  .servcl  the  .station  at  ficiirietta  the  sub- 
ject of  this  notice  holds  the  record  of  having 
given  the  longest  continuous  service,  his  long 
tenure  of  position  being  ample  evidence  of  the 
confidence  in  which  his  company  holds  him.  Al- 
though his  ap]K;intinent  as  agent  dates  from  Janu- 
ary, 1903.  his  connectior,  with  the  station  as  its 
operator  began  in  1890  and  the  relations  of  both 
employer  and  employe  seem  to  be  mutually  pleas- 
urable. 

Mr.  Barkdull  came  to  Texas  in  December, 
1870,  froiT!  New-  Orle.ans,  Louisiana,  a cripple 
and  alone  and  without  a profes.sioii  or  influential 
friends.  He  .stopped  at  Fort  Worth,  secured  a 
place  wl'icrc  he  could  learn  telegraphy  and  wlien 
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he  was  able  for  work  on  the  line  was  sent  out  to 
Wills  Point  by  the  T.  & P.  Railway  as  its  oper- 
ator. A few  months  afterward  he  was  recalled  to 
Fort  Worth  to  take  a position  in  the  freight  office 
of  the  same  company  and  remained  there  until 
he  took  charge  of  the  station  at  Benbrook  as  its 
agent.  In  August,  1S82,  he  went  to  work  for  the 
G.  C.  & S.  F.  Railway  in  Fort  Worth  and  was 
with  the  company  there  till  August  of  1S83.  In 
November,  1886,  he  was  sent  to  Justin  a.s  agent 
.and  terminated  his  services  with  it  there  two 
years  later.  After  a visit  to  New  Orleans  and 
Florida  he  took  work  with  the  Fort  Worth  & 
Denver  road  and  was  sent  to  Henrietta  as  oper- 
ator and  cashier. 

F,ast  Feliciana  parish.  IyOui,siana,  was  the  birth- 
place of  Charles  R.  P)arkdull  and  the  date  whrs 
December  18.  i860.  His  father,  Enoch  J.  Dark- 
dull.  identified  himself  with  the  south  prior  to  the 
war  and  became  a well  known  f.actor  in  Repub- 
lican politics  during  and  after  the  reconstruction 
period.  His  early  life  had  been  passed  as  a mer- 
chant in  Akron  and  Massillon.  Ohio,  and  he  em- 
barked in  business  at  Jackson,  Louisiana.  He 
went  south  in  1858,  and  in  a few  years  his  pri- 
vate fortune  w'as  wrecked  by  the  mercantile  route 
and  after  the  war,  and  for  many  years,  he  was 
an  employe  of  the  custom  house  in  New  Orleans. 
He  died  in  i8go  in  New  Orleans  at  the  age  of 
seventy^two  years  of  age.  His  birthplace  was  in 
Ohio  and  his  ancestors  were  of  German  blood. 
The  names  of  Barkdull,  Barksdale  and  Barkdoll 
are  all  from  the  same  origin,  the  change  in  the 
spelling  occurring  to  suit  the  fancy  or  taste  of 
some  careless  and  indifferent  member  of  the  fam- 
ih’. 

Enoch  J.  Barkdull  married  Olive  Robinson, 
bom  in  Montpelier.  Vermont,  in  1820,  and  died 
in  New'  Orleans  in  1872.  Their  children  were: 
Emma,  who  died  in  Henrietta,  Te.vas,  in  1892  as 
Mrs.  George  Goodwin;  Laura,  now  Mrs.  Everest 
Blanc,  of  X’cw  -Orlean.s ; .Augustus  and  Enoch, 
lr„  of  Chicago;  Olive,  who  died  as  Mrs.  W.  F. 
Faulkner,  of  Fort  Worth ; Lucien  H.,  of  Oii- 
cago;  Charles  R.  and  John  W.,  of  New  Orleans. 

Charles  R.  Barkdull  was  educated  in  the  city 
schools  of  New'  Orleans.  Between  five  and  six 
years  of  age  he  was  run  over  by  a street  car  and 
both  his  legs  taken  off  below  the  knee,  and  was 
probably  the  first  child  to  lose  both  feet  in  such 
an  accident.  He  was  about  again  in  six  months 
and  W'as  for  a time  in  the  employ  of  Dr.  Bly,  of 
New  Orleans,  in  his  artificial  leg  factory,  as  an 
advertisement  for  the  place.  He  seems  to  have 
had  no  serious  intentions  on  or  thought  about  the 
world  until  near  his  twentieth  year,  when  he  left 


New  Orlenns  and  ca.st  hi.s  lc>t  with  Te.xas  and  the 
west. 

December  12,  1880,  Mr.  Barkdull  married  Rose 
Caldw'cll,  a daughter  of  John  Caldwell,  of  Zanes- 
ville, Ohio.  Mrs.  Barkdull  met  her  future  hus- 
band while  on  a visit  to  Fort  Worth.  Tlie  issue 
of  their  marriage  are;  Chive,  deceased;  EHse, 
wife  of  Frank  Davis  of  \Wrth ; Flai  l,  Rose. 

Charles.  Jr.,  ]nez,  L.aura  and  Lo’s.  all  still  with 
the  family  circle. 

FRANK  M.  ROGER.S.  secretary,  treasurer 
and  manager  of  the  Medlin  Milling  (.omf'aiiy. 
one  of  the  leading  institutions  of  this  section  of 
the  state,  was  horn  in  Ffender.son,  Texas,  .and 
in  the  place  of  his  nativity  was  reart'J  and  re- 
ceived his  earl}-  training.  Wlica  but  a b,:>y  of 
twelve  years  he  began  clerking  in  a grocery-  ,-r..ire 
in  Ileiidcrson,  tints  continuing  for  about  a year 
or  two,  when,  he  again  entered  the  .school  room. 
On  reaching  the  age  of  sixteen  years  he  became 
a srde.srrian  in  a dry  goods  store  in  Henderson, 
speiiiling  six  years  in  that  capacity,  while  for  the 
two  subsequent  years  he  was  engaged  in  travel- 
ing. and  then  embarkerl  in  the  same  line  of  trade 
for  liimself  in  Henderson.  It  was  while  conduct- 
ing his  dr}-  good.s  store  there  that  he  became  in- 
terested in  the  milling  business  at  AVolfc  Cit\ , the 
latter,  however,  at  that  time  being  only  a sec- 
ondary con,sideratinn. 

The  .\Iediin  Mills  h.ad  been  estahli.shed  at 
Wolfe  City  by  a stock  company  in  1900,  com- 
posed of  a fow'  business  men  of  the  town  ami 
farmers,  who  went  into  it  as  a matter  of  public 
enterprise  with  a view  of  making  the  to-.vn  a bet- 
ter grain  market  anti  iitcre.asing  its  growth  in  a 
business  way  generally.  I.ike  most  new  indus- 
tries. however,  it  underwent  some  difficulties  in 
getting  its  business  established,  so  much  so  that 
the  personnel  of  the  stockholders  was  almost 
wholly  changed  within  tlie  first  eight  months  of 
its  c.xistence.  ,\t  a critical  time  in  the  life  of  the 
institution  Mr.  J.  H.  Blocker  and  Air.  Rogers 
became  identified  with  the  iTi:uiagcnient  of  the 
companv.  at  the  s.ame  time  becoming  the  owners 
of  the  principal  part  of  the  stock.  These  two  gen- 
tlemen have  succe.ssfully  pu:shed  the  husine.-s  to 
the  front,  enjoying  a magnificent  trade  and  in- 
creasing its  capital  from  time  to  time.  In  A'lay, 
ICXI4,  the  capital  was  increa.sed  to  two  hundred 
thousand  dollars,  and  the  general  office  mcned  to 
Fort  Worth.  Tiie  company  owns  and  Ofierates 
the  White  Wolf  Mills,  at  Wolfe  City',  with  a 
daily  capacity'  of  five  hundred  barrels  of  fiour 
and  meal.  7'he  success  of  the  business  has  been 
fthcnomcnal,  and  not  only  lias  the  capital  of  the 
institution  grown  by  leaps  and  bounds,  but  the 
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success  of  tile  business  has  been  equally  as  re- 
nurk.'bi.:  Wiiite  flour  has  a reputation 

that  ; La  lids  alone  ns  the  finished  product  of  tlie 
nuLiery  irt.  The  rnillj  have  never  attempted  to 
c<».  A wide  territory,  finding  it  unnecessary  to 
go  fc,itO'.!e  tl'idr  irnnK.diatc  section,  but  such  a 
dtui'ind  has  been  created  fc>r  the  products  of  the 
nistimtion  that  in  1004  the  luanag-enient  deler- 
mitjed  on  increasing  the  capacity  by  the  building 
■'■f  a new  and  eiitirei'  separate  i>la:n,  which  is 
moderti  in  every  particular  lendmij  every  facility 
for  liic  econoTuicai  ntanipalatioii  and  haii'hing  of 
both  gram  and  its  products.  The  capacity  of  this 
plant,  in  addition  to  that  at  \\^olfe  City,  will  give 
to  the  company  a daily  capacity  of  twenty-five 
hundred  barrels,  finished  prc>ducts,  a grain  stor- 
age capacity  of  four  luindred  thousand  bushels 
and  wareliousc  space  of  ever  twenty  thousand 
squsL'c  feet,  ctiabling  them  to  store  two  hun- 
drc.l  carloads  of  finished  products. 

.hr  abo',-!-  st.'Ucd,  the  success  of  the  company 
ss  iargeh  due  to  Tlessrs,  Blocker  and  Rogers. 
When  ihe  present  stockholders  became  the  own- 
er- 01  the  couLpany  ii  was  these  two  gentlemen 
ami  their  ,'issociates  who  took  the  bulk  of  the 
stock  rtnd  Itave  succes.sfully  conducted  it  ihrcmgh 
the  hciuitled  waters,  bfr.  Blocker  is  the  president 
•■>!  iht  company,  while  TIr.  Rogers  is  its  secre- 
tarv,  trea-urcr  anti  general  manager.  His  wide 
exocricr.ce  in  a contmercia!  way  has  abl  ' adapted 
him  fc>r  tile  jiosiiion  he  now  holds.  He  has  the 
entire  management  of  the  company,  ably  sup- 
ported by  a board  of  five  directors,  and  lias 
thrown  around  him  ,a  corps  of  young  men  who 
have  as-isted  larg-ely  in  the  success  of  the  insti- 
tution. air.  Rogers  maintains  has  hotne  in  Fort 
Worth.  Ik-  is  a jncnibcr  of  the  Board  of  Trade, 
of  the  order  of  Elks  and  other  local  organiza- 
tions, anrl  i.s  a tlv'^rough-g-oing  and  enterprising 
btisuto:'  man. 

lit  was  married  twelve  years  ago,  in  1803,  to 
Mi>s  (iiadney.  nnd  tlicy  have  two  children,  James 
T.  ,;nd  ] idian.  l>oth  in  school. 

J.  W lit  \(.  .K.S'rC)CK,  following  farming  in 
Ore.  c.oaiuv.  vvs.s  b^rn  in  iiorthern  Georgia,  Xo- 
vemher  his  parents  being  ''R.  \V.  and 

(.  orncha  ! \\  liit-cti  i Blackstock,  the  former  a 
n.'itiv-;  'if  Georgia  and  the  latt-er  of  .N<srlh  Caro- 
lina. Hi-  jiatcrnal  gnimif.-tthcr.  William  Black- 
stcH;k  wa-  ;;  planter  and  miller  and  was  of  Irish 
iksi.em.  His  entire  life  was  spent  in  Georgia, 
w'hcrc  he  iias  wtdeiv  known  and  highly  respected, 
hi.s  mSi-gruy  -uul  lieing  above  reproach. 

In  lio  f.:imi;y  Wv-rc  the  folion-ing  name  1:  Fames, 

n Si  ! i vne  C-!  'iCi-Bi;-!- . 4 ( leiirgia  ; R,  \\  . : f.,a- 
froettc:  J.'i-pcr  F,afayi-ue.  \\!u>  came  to  Tcxa.s 


and  was  a tc.ichcr,  merchant,  chorister  in  his 
cliurch  and  a prominent  man ; Eliza  J.,  the  wife 
of  J.  Russell,  and  Mrs.  Montgomery. 

R,  W.  Blackstock  was  reared  in  the  state  of 
iris  nativity,  learned  the  milling  business  in  con- 
nection with  his  father,  and  also  followed  mer- 
chandizing. Becoming  a soldier  of  the  Confed- 
erate anny  in  the  Civil  War,  lie  sustained  a wound 
in  battle,  r'revious  to  the  war  he  had  been  a 
slave  owner  and  he  was  a very  prominent  and 
influential  citizen  of  his  community.  In  1870 
he  removed  from  Georgia  to  Arkansas,  where 
he  purcha.sed  a f.?.rni  an-d  thereon  made  his  home 
for  thirteen  years.  He,  then  .sold  that  property 
and  came  to  Texas,  settling  at  Dodd  City,  where 
he  lived  retired  up  to  tiie  time  of  his  death, 
whicli  occurred  in  5894,  when  he  was  seventy- 
six  years  of  age.  He  was  a consistent  member 
of  the  Baptist  church  and  he  also  belonged  to 
the  Masonic  fraternity.  His  wife,  who  died  in 
i<)03,  at  the  age  of  seventy-six  years,  was  a 
daugditer  of  Moses  Wliitsctt  of  North  Carolina, 
a well-to-do  fanner  and  influential  resident  of  his 
community.  He  died  in  the  old  North  state 
and  his  wife  removed  to  Georgia  after  dividing 
her  slav-es  among  her  children.  There  she  lived 
retired  until  her  death.  Tlie  members  of  the 
Wiiirsctt  family  were:  Mrs.  Jane  Harris;  ^Irs. 
Cornelia  Blackstock;  Angeline,  deceased;  James, 
wlio  served  as  captain  in  the  Confederate  army ; 
Joseph,  who  also  commanded  a company  of  Con- 
federate trcMops : and  Itloses,  who  served  as  a 
private  in  the  Confederate  army.  By  the.  sec- 
ond tnarriage  of  the  mother  there  were  two 
children;  ,\ugu.stus  Ray  and  Henry,  who  were 
likewi,=e  Confederate  soldiers. 

Richard  \\  . Blackstock  had  a family  of  eleven 
children;  Jdary  .\ngeline,  the  wife  of  L.  Thorn- 
ton; itlrs.  Xanev  Turner;  Dorinda,  who  died 
in  childhood : lu-nry  and  Mhlliam,  who  also 

passed  aw  ay  in  eariv  youth ; ;\ugustus,  who 
died  at  the  age  of  sixteen  years ; J.  W.,  of  this 
review : Jo.seph,  John  and  Thomas,  all  of  whom 
are  resident.-  of  Texas ; and  Mr.s.  Fannie  B.  Will- 
iams, 

J.  W.  Blackstock,  born  in  Georgia,  removed 
with  his  j.iareiits  to  Arkan.sas  and  remained  un- 
der the  parental  roof  up  to  the,  time  of  his 
marriage,  fli.s  education  was  of  a practical 
character  and  he  was  reared  to  farm  life.  In 
1880  he  began  ojicrating  the  homestead  farm, 
'.viiich  he  continued  until  1882,  when  he  came 
10  Texas,  settling  first  in  Montague  county, 
■'here  he  rented  land,  on  which  he  lived  for 
; year.s.  after  which  he  removed  to  Jones 
county  and  again  rented  a farm  for  two  years, 
t)n  the  e.xpiratiori  of  that  period  he  returned 
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Lo  Hum  couiiU'.  where  he  spent  two  years  and 
then  again  went  to  Jones  county.  In  September, 
1893,  he  took  up  his  abode  in  Clay  county,  where 
he  rented  a farm  and  later  purchased  an  adjoin- 
ing tract  of  land,  on  which  he  continued  until 
December,  1903.  He  then  sold  out  and  pur- 
chased where  he  now  resides,  becoming  owner 
of  three  hundred  and  eighty-cme  acres  of  fine 
land  in  the  valley  of  the  Big  Wichita  river.  It 
is  beautifully  situated  and  he  has  erected  there- 
on a commodious  re.sidence  which  stand.s  on 
a natural  building  .site,  so  that  he  is  able  to 
command  an  excellent  view  of  his  fann  and 
surroun-.ling'  country.  At  the  time  of  his  pur- 
chase only  a portion  of  the  land  was  tinder  ctil- 
tivation  but  he  has  since  made  many  substantial 
improvements,  has  carried  on  the  work  of  clear- 
ing and  cultivating  the  soil  and  ha.s  an  excel- 
lent harm.  He  may  well  be  termed  a .self-made 
man,  for  hi.s  pi-o.sperity  has  come  as  the  direct 
result  of  consecutive  effort,  imleiatigable  pur- 
pose and  strong  determination.  He  is  rated  with 
the  best  farmers  of  the-  county  and  his  place 
is  valuable  and  productive. 

Mr.  Blackslock  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Sallie  M.  Whitaker,  who  was  born  in  Tennes- 
see in  1864  and  is  a daughter  of  F.  M.  and  Par- 
lie  (Graves)  Whitaker,  the  former  a native  of 
North  Carolina  and  the  latter  of  Tennessee.  Her 
father  followed  the  occupation  of  farming  as 
a life  work  and  at  the  time  of  the  Civil  War  he 
put  aside  business  and  personal  con.si derations 
in  order  to  become  a member  of  the  Confederate 
army.  In  1880  he  removed  to  Arkansas,  where 
he  purchased  a farm,  and  two  years  later  he 
sold  out  there  and  came  to  Texas,  settling  in 
Jones  county,  where  he  yet  resides,  being  a 
prominent  agriculturist  and  highly  respected 
citizen  of  his  community.  He  is  a consistent 
member  of  the  Methodist  Episcc>pal  church  and 
he  and  his  wife  are  now  enjoying  the  comforts 
of  life  that  come  as  the  rcv.'ard  of  w'ell  directed 
labor  in  former  years.  In  their  family  w’cre 
the  following  named:  Lewis,  a re.sident  farmer 

of  .\rkansas,  Sailic  May.  now  Mrs.  Jilackstock; 
Mrs.  Elizabeth  Colwell;  William,  who  is  en- 
.gaged  in  merchandising  in  New  Mexico;  Mrs. 
Maggie  Woodson;  Mrs.  Nelly  Howard,  and 
Mrs.  \dolet  Blackburn. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Blackstock  have  had  five  chil- 
dren, but  Curon  died  at  the  age  of  two  years, 
while  the  .second  child  died  in  infancy,  and  Ada 
also  pas.sed  away  at  the  age  of  two  years.  Edith 
B.,  who  W'as  born  June  29,  1885,  and  Harry, 
born  August  16,  1888,  are  at  home.  Mrs.  Black- 
stock  is  a member  of  the  Methodist  church.  Mr. 
Blackstock  is  a Mason  in  tlic  Bine  lodge.  He  is 


interested  in  many  jirogressive  public  measures 
and  has  co-operateil  in  various  movements  which 
have  contributed  to  the  general  good.  His  life 
stands  in  exemplification  of  the  fact  tiiat  in- 
dn.stry  and  careful  management  constitute  the 
basis  of  success,  for  i*  is  bv  the  exercise  of  Uiese 
qualities  that  he  has  gained  a [.dace  among  the 
sub.siantial  farmers  of  the  county. 

SELDON  J.\SPER  MILLER.  In  the  sub- 
ject of  this  notice  we  are  presented  with  a de- 
sceiKlant  of  one  of  the  veterans  of  the  Texas 
Revolution,  John  I'Jiller  ami  a nephew  of 
Sam  IMiiicr.  a San  Jacimo  veteran  a.s  vtell  a.s 
an  Indi.an  fighter  of  lii.s  early  day.  The  state  of 
-Xlabama  gave  to  the  .struggling  Republic  of  Tex- 
a.s  the  Miller  brothers,  William,  .Samuel  rind  Jolin, 
ami  when  Texas  independence  had  been  consum- 
mated and  peace  established  they  settled  near  the 
eastern  border,  where,  they  |U.irsued  their  favorite 
vocations,  reared  families  and  died,  William  in 
Anderson  and  Sainiiel  in  Rusk  count}.  John 
Miller  was  a lieutenant  in  the  I'exas  Revolution, 
He  acriuired  a headright  from  Texas,  as  all  veter- 
ans did,  and  the  Irtm  Ei-e  country  of  .Anderson 
count V witnessed  his  permanent  settlement  in  the 
Republic  he  helped  to  establish.  He  was  a mill- 
wriglu  and  r.abinet  workman  and  tlie  ,s|.»here  of 
his  usefnlnes.s  wa.s  confined  to  the  region  in  v,  hicli 
he  spent  hi.s  last  years.  He  married  in  that  coun- 
ty, in  18.13,  Mrs.  Eliza  Eason,  widow  of  Mills 
Eason  and  a daughter  of  the  pioneer,  William 
.\ilritns,  from  Tenne.^^see.  The  latter  .set- 
tled in  .Anderson  county  and  died  there,  after 
rearing  a family  of  nine  children.  There  are  no 
descendants  oi  Mills  and  Eliza  Eason,  but  John 
Miller  and  his  wife  were  the  parents  of  John  T., 
who  died  in  the  Confederate  service  in  1861; 
Amanda  D.,  wife  of  J.  B.  Duvall,  of  Newport, 
Texas;  Seldon  ].,  our  subject,  and  Garrett  L., 
who  j.iassed  away  in  Clay  county.  The  father  of 
these  children  died  in  1851.  The  mother  married 
then  Jolm  Hassell,  who  died  in  Anderson  county 
without  children,  and  -Mrs.  Has.sell  then  married 
William  Box  and  died  in  Anderson  county  in 
1872. 

Seldon  J.  Alillcr  wa.-.  horn  in  .Anderson  county, 
Texas,  Febniary  20.  1847.  twelve  miles  east  of 
Palestine.  Farm  life  knew  him  in  boyhood  and 
the  primitive  facilities  for  an  education  prevented 
anything  more  than  the  most  meager  training  in 
school.  In  18^*3  he  entered  the  Confederate  army, 
enlisting  in  Louisiana,  where  he  joined  Green  s 
Brigade.  His  company  was  I of  the  Seventh  Tex- 
as Cavalry,  Captain  Horn  and  Colonel  Huffman. 
Mr.  Miller  fought  in  the  battles  of  Mansfield  and 
Pleasant  Hill  and  spent  his  last  year  in  .Arkansas 
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nnd  Lovii.'iana,  Ho  left  Kechi  hospital  for  home 
following  Lee'.s  surrender  and  made  his  home 
chiefl>'  hi  Clitrokee  county  imtil  his  settlement  in 
central  Tt.\as.  In  1864,  in  Mississippi,  his  regi- 
ment in  one  Kattle  was  I'itted  against  a regiment 
of  colored  troop.-,  uhich.  when  the  fight  ended, 
hati  h'  on  annihilated,  all  killed  hut  one, 

Bcginning  life  as  a citizen.  IMr.  Miller  worked 
for  a lime  i>’>r  w ages  in  a sawmill  and  as  a car- 
jxiiier  in  Palestine,  Having  accumulated  some 
cash  he  e.tmhli.shed  himself  in  the  f.amuly  grocery 
bu.sines.s  in  Mustang  Alills.  Johnson  county,  and 
afur  conducting  the  store  a lime  he  sold  it  on 
lime  and  the  ptirch.aser  tinally  roiihed  him  of  the 
debt.  Being  much  reduced  in  rv:sources  he  began 
life  anew  on  .1  farm  in  Joiinsou  county.  ;md  the 
next  year  benight  a tract  of  scliool  land  in  Parker 

count)^ — Lecm  couni\'  land and  he  undertot>k  its 

rcditrtion  and  ini[iroveniciH.  From  1S76  to  1S79 
he  was  i.ieniified  witli  stock  and  the  farm  in 
Farkt  r count)  and  in  1879  he  lirought  the  prt- 
cced.-  of  the  sale  of  his  farm  to  t,’la\  count)’  and 
l.mrcha.sc'.]  a place  on  Ten  Mile  Prairie,  on  the 
BuiTalo  and  .Vcv.  p.  >rt  road,  in  the  neighlxrhood 
"f  Libert)-  .scliMol  house,  lie  wa-  a rc-ident  of 
ihai  communit)  uiiril  m h-Xc  v hen  lie  again  sold 
and  ino\-(  (i  t..>  his  location  three  liiik-s  northeast 
f \‘ashti.  His  farm  < t two  himdred  and  fort) 
acres  lies  in  die  fertile  zone  of  Xorth  Te,xa.s  anil 
i-  adjacent  to  Bowie,  aiirl  is  in  the  midst  of  a 
slpiiig  nviral  and  inu-IltgeiU  community,  dreneral 
fanning  lias  recci-ccd  hi,>  atteniion  and  hi-  efforts 
m t L’i)  e'lmi;)  havr  piacv-d  iinn  in  material  indc- 
ptmk-nre.  ' 

'dr,  .''.liilcr  m.arricd  in  Johnsun  conntv  Heceni- 
kci  3,  1874,  Ava  I,,,  a daughter  of  Frank  Gunn, 
a < .eorgia  s.,itkr  wlio  canic  to  Texas  suhsequent 
to  dv.  ( ivil  Vi.ar,  Mrs.  .Miller  was  Ixirn  in  Butts 
c..i,nii;.  f norgia,  .\ugiist  a8.  1857,  Mr.  Gunn 
marneri  Martha  .\.  Barnes  and  died  in  Hilldxiro 
in  1 cliruarv.  Kioi,  Thn  were  the  ptirents  of: 
f/ne  1 ,,  wife  (il  |.  XL  Stillwell,  <'f  1 ]ix>d  couiitr-, 
1 ex.e  . joM  pIi  , oi  Xewpcirl.  Te.xas : I rnnia. 
eio  of  Janies  Gastlela  rri , San  \ngi-lo;  I>anit'l 
■ ...  oi  Bosqn.  coujiii- : \\a  L.  ami  .dahua  E„  who 
e -.  -od  .-’nn  ill!  K’l.'i.’fl.  (C,  liilLboro.  Xlr.  .Miller's 
b-  i i.MK,  whom  he  married  in  ( hn-okc.  cr>iiine'. 
wa-  .'lar-.  1 tj.iitv',  -wl'io  died,  ie.aving  a (Liugh- 
i<i.  ,'d.rah  k . tvifi  i.f  (,'hnrlcs  Xh  ari . of  .\inari!- 
ie  i it<'  e ->i  XIr.  and  Xlr-.  Milh-r  arc;  k.itlii 
1 e de  ,,f  Jerries  StandcGer.  of  W'ashitri  county, 
Gi<lal:o;:!..,  iwik  childre!;,  li.hn  S.,  Kstelle,  Lcta. 
\"te  in.,  kurii  ' joke  1 ..  tile  second  chihl.  dierl 
at  - r In  \---sis;  i ; .1-.  in  T..  of  ( Ia\  county,  is  mar- 
• r.i  i i(.  t -khe  Mien  md  ha-  a sou,  j-.ari  F. ; Wil 
h.T.a  : '.  itofi  ( irirU's  ! huidc. 


WALTER  T.  XIADDOX.  No  citizen  of  Fort 
Worth  is  more  wicleh-  known  or  highly  regarded 
than  Waiter  T.  Maddox,  He  was  horn  in  Troop 
county,  Georgia,  l>eing  a son  of  Colonel  W.  A. 
and  Mary  .X.  .Mays)  XIaddox.  whose  history 
will  he  found  on  other  pages  of  this  work.  The 
son  XValter  was  about  four  years  old  when  taken 
by  his  parents  to  Claiborne  parish.  Louisiana, 
being  there  reared  on  a plantation,  and  before 
reaching  his  eighteenth  year  enli.sted  in  the  Con- 
federate army  as  a cavalryman  in  the  Fifth  Lou- 
isiana r.attalion  under  General  Harrison.  His 
.services  -were  principally  in  T.ouisiana  and  along 
the  Mississi]i]ii  river,  and  during  the  latter  part 
of  the  striuTgle  .served  under  the  command  of 
General  Rrint.  Flis  .squadron  was  placed  porth 
of  the  Red  ri\  er  on  picket  and  scouting  duty,  and 
were  the  means  of  cutting  off  Federal  aid  to 
General  Pianks  on  his  expedition  up  that  river 
and  captured  inan>  Union  soldiers,  also  in  many 
other  w’at  s as-sistiiiP"  in  bringing  about  the  defeat 
of  that  general’s  army  at  the  battle  of  Xlansfield. 

After  a militarv’  career  of  over  two  years  X'lr. 
Maddox  returned  to  his  home,  and  was  there  en- 
gaged in  agricultural  pursuits  until  1873.  when 
lie  .started  west,  without  any  particular  objective 
place,  hut  with  a view  of  finding  a new  and  good 
coiintn'  in  wdiicli  to  establish  a home.  He  had 
previou.sly  married  Miss  SalHe  Hightower,  a 
native  of  Georgia,  and  on  the  journey  he  was  ac- 
companied by  his  wife  and  their  only  child,  Rosa, 
who  is  now  Mrs.  T.  L.  Browm,  of  San  Anton’o, 
Texas.  They  had  a wagon  and  hack,  with  good 
horses,  and  w’ere  well  eqtiipoed  for  the  journey. 
On  arriving  at  Fort  Worth,  at  that  time  not  much 
more  than  a frontier  settlement,  without  railroad 
iadlitii-s.  XIr.  Xj'addox  was  at  first  not  favorably 
impressed  with  the  i.ilace,  biit  on  being  shown 
alxait  the  town  h\-  ( a|)tairi  PaddcKk,  who  in  those 
da\s.  a.s  he  has  ever  continued  to  be,  was  a great 
“boomer”  for  the  city,  and  was  so  enthusiastic  in 
his  prei.iictions  as  to  what  it  was  destined  to  be- 
come that  XIr.  XIaddox  decided  to  locate.  He 
accordingly  established  him.self  in  the  liverv’  busi- 
ness. and  immediately  joined  hands  with  Captain 
PaiMock  in  booming  the  town.  He  prospered  in 
hi.s  undertakings,  ami  continued  in  the  livery  busi- 
nes.s  until  1R80,  vvhen  he  wa.s  elected  to  the  office 
of  .sheriff,  and  so  faithfully  did  he  jierform  the 
duties  connected  with  that  official  position  that  he 
’vvas  three  times  re-elected,  being  its  incumbent 
for  six  years. 

XIr,  Xtaddo.x'.s  record  as  sheriff  is  one  of  which 
lie  may  be  justly  proud,  and  constitutes  his  chief 
title  to  fame  in  the  Lone  Star  state.  He  assumed 
the  duties  of  the  office  at  a time  when  lawlessness 
had  grown  to  such  proportions  that  criminals 
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and  ilisreputahle  characters  were  but  feebly  com- 
batted, and  Fort  Worth  was  almost  daily  sub- 
jected to  fights,  brawls,  murders  and  many  other 
depredations.  But  the  lawless  element  soon  found 
that  Mr.  Maddox  was  a man  of  determination, 
sterling  worth  and  absolutely  fearless,  with  a 
sole  aim  of  preserving  law  and  order  and  protect- 
ing citizens  and  their  property.  Surrounding  him- 
self with  a picked  corps  of  deputies  known  for 
their  bravery  and  devotion  to  duty,  it  was  not 
long  until  Fort  Worth  was  enjoying  the  peace 
and  quiet  of  a law-abiding  communitv.  Several 
notable  murder  and  other  ca.ses  were  handled  by 
the  sheriflF  and  his  force  during  his  term  of  office, 
chief  among  winch  may  l>e  mentioned  the 
Knights  of  I-abor  strike,  principally  among  rail- 
road emploj'es,  in  1886,  the  last  of  Mr.  iUaddox’s 
regime..  This  was  the,  occasion  of  much  rioting 
and  public  disturbance,  and  to  ouell  this  he  swore 
in  a force  of  two  hundred  men,  among  them  be- 
ing many  well  known  residents  of  the  city.  .At 
the  close  of  his  temi  of  office  his  official  affairs 
w'cre  in  such  excellent  condition  that  he  was  en- 
abled to  close  up  all  matters  tvitb  the  board  of 
county  commissioners  in  half  an  hour,  leaving  a 
clean  and  honorable  record,  for  which  he  was 
given  special  credit  and  commendation  by  that 
board  in  a statement  for  the  press  which  they 
prejiared  on  that  <Kxasion.  Up  to  that  time  he 
was  the  only  man  who  had  scrveil  the  county  as 
sheriff  three  terms. 

TXiring  the  year  following  his  retirement  from 
office  iMr.  Maddo.x  was  engaged  in  the  real  estate 
business,  after  which  he  became  a partner  with 
Mr.  Ellison  in  the  furniture  trade,  witli  the  firm 
name  of  Maddox,  Ellison  & roin])aiiy.  After 
ten  years  of  continued  prosperity  as  a member  of 
that  firm  Mr.  Maddox  sold  his  interest  to  his 
partner  and  became  a member  of  the  furniture 
firm  of  Fakes  & Company,  in  which  he  remained 
about  one  year.  On  the  e.xpiration  of  that  ]>eriod 
on  account  of  ill  health  he  decided  to  tvitlidraw 
therefrom  and  again  take  up  the  real  estate 
business,  in  wffiich  he  has  ever  since  been  contin- 
uously engaged,  conducting  a general  real  estate 
and  rental  business,  with  offices  in  the  W heat 
building.  Some  years  ago  he  purchased  for  his 
residence  the  old  Joe  Brown  home,  one  of  the 
historic  places  of  Fort  WY)rth.  and  this  he  re- 
modeled and  refurnished,  making  it  an  ideal 
home.  He  also  owns  considerable  business  j)rop- 
erty  in  the  city,  and  prior  to  the  <Jepression  of 
1893,  with  his  brother.  Colonel  Robert  E.  Mad- 
dox, he  was  one  of  its  largest  ta.xpayers.  Ever 
since  taking  up  his  residence  here  he  has  been  a 
generous  contributor  to  all  public  enterprises  de- 
signed to  promote  the  city’s  growth  and  upbuild- 


ing, one  of  his  fiivt  benefaciituis  lieing  a liberal 
contribution  to  the  Texas  & Pacific  Railroail  to 
locate  in  Fort  Worth.  Tic  possesses  those  quali- 
ties which  constitutes  true  citizenship,  and 
whether  in  public  or  civil  life  will  serve  lii.s  fellow 
men  well. 

Four  children  have  been  added  to  tlie  family  of 
Mr.  and  I\Irs.  ITaddox  in  Texas,  namely:  3Irs. 
Emma  Covcv,  Waller  T..  Jr..  Mrs.  Eula  Bill- 
heiiner  ami  11.  Clyde  Maddox,  klr.  Maddux  is  a 
member  of  R.  E.  Lee  Camp,  U,  C.  V.,  in  which 
he  holds  pleasant  relations  with  his  old  army 
cemirades  of  the  gray,  also  of  the  .i\fa,sonic  order 
and  the  First  Methodist  churelt, 

THEODORE  O.  WMI.StdX.  For  eleven 
years  the  business  of  the  Fe:>rt  Worth  &*  Denver 
Railway  Coinjianx  at  Sunset  vvas  coiiilucted  by 
the  subject  of  this  review.  He  performed  its 
multifaritats  duties  with  a care  and  patience  and 
lovally  that  would  Itave  been  coinmerided  even  in 
his  private  alfairs.  and  when  he  resigned  his  po,si- 
tion  on  October  14.  niO-t.  it  was  to  retire  from 
eighteen  years  of  strenuous  life  ilevoted  to  rail- 
road work.  Follow  ing  a ])erioil  of  rest  lie  was  se- 
lected to  manage  the  business  of  the  Bank  of 
Sunset  and,  as  its  cashier,  is  identified  with  the 
business  of  his  town. 

In  the  pursuit  of  his  calling  Mr,  W ilson  drifted 
into  Texas  from  Glemvood  Sjirings,  Colorado, 
where  he  had  lieen  in  tlie  employ  of  the  Denver  & 
Rio  (Irandi:  Railway  as  telegraph  operator  for  a 
year.  He  took  a position  as  operator  f<>r  the 
Denver  roarl  in  Fort  Worth  and  after  two  years 
of  service  the  company  .sent  him  to  the  station  at 
Sunset.  He  learned  telegraphy  at  Hancock,  Mis- 
souri, and  took  service  wdth  the  Frisco  company 
for  four  years,  leaving  their  employ  at  Di.xon  to 
engage  with  the  D.  & R.  G.  people  at  Glemvood 
Springs. 

^Tr.  Wilson  began  his  w’eslward  itinerary  as  a 
teacher,  starting  from  his  native  state  and  teach- 
ing his  first  .school  at  Newport.  Tennessee,  two 
years,  and  concluding  his  work  as  a pedagc'gue  in 
Pulaski  county,  Missouri,  with  another  two  year.s' 
work.  He  wa.s  horn  in  Gilmer  county.  Georgia. 
June  10.  i8d2.  a son  of  a farmer,  Barncu  Wilson, 
a n,ative  of  Cocke  county,  Tennessee.  Fur  his 
wife  Barnett  Wilson  married  Miss  iXfartha  Qiiil- 
lian,  a daughter  of  B.  B.  Ouillian.  He  pas.sed 
away  in  Gilmer  county,  Georgia,  in  18S9.  while 
his  widow  still  survives  and  resides  in  Collins- 
ville, Texas.  The  issue  of  their  marriage  were: 
W.  V.  0..  who  iliod  in  Fainnonnt.  (Georgia : 
Leola  K.,  wife  of  John  Hutchin.son,  died  in  Geor- 
gia; Theodore  O.  and  riieodotus  twins,  the 
latter  of  Collinsville,  Te.xas,  and  Lawrence,  who 
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V\  i).  Ouiliiau  wa,'^  a farmer  in  earlv  life 
lie  ^^■a^  laur,  for  fourteen  Vi:arii,  superintendent 
oi  the  ' >eorOa  Deaf  and  Dumb  Institute  and  sub- 
sequent to  this  he  was  a.sfent  of  the  W'estern  At- 
lantic Raihva>  at  Cass.  (Jeortria,  and  pc^stmaster 
■ o that  place.  'I'heodorc  O.  Wilson  was  provided 
u ith  a libtu'al  e iucation  and  completed  it  in  Elii- 
CiV  Seminary,  .at  F.llija}  . t ieoryia.  He  bes'an  lii.s 
'-are"-'  at  die  age  of  nineteen  tears,  when  he 
optme.;  !n.s  first  school  at  Newport,  Tennessee, 
iiis  eighteen  years  of  office  work  was  a training 
[>repat -ilort'  for  the  work  of  his  present  position 
and  when  he  took  charge  of  it  he  and  his  friejids 
had  iio  misgivings  as  to  the  result. 

The  Bank  of  Sunset  is  a private  bank  owned  by 
T C.  Phillips  an.i  A,  E.  Thomas,  and  was  opened 
f,.r  business  first  in  1004,  with  Sam  Furman  as 
'W>  ner  and  proprietor.  It  has  a capital  of  Sio.ooo 
and,  .cl('[>osii.-  of  S30.cx>0.  and  is  regarded  as  a safe 
auii  conservative  institution. 

Mr,  \\’ilson  was  married  at  Sunset  first  Octo- 
ber yo.  1805,  hi.s  wife  bemi?  Miss  Birdie  Hum- 
phrey, a daughter  of  W.  H,  Humphrey  from 
kcniucky.  .Mrs.  Wilson  died  March  9.  1899, 
ie-aving  a son.  Herschel.  August  12,  IQCX).  Mr. 
Wilson  married  his  wife’s  sister.  Miss  Eura  Hum- 
piirev.  and  h.as  ati  infant  son. 

\\  h;ie  Mr.  YTilson  has  had  no  connection  u’ith 
politics,  he  ca.'i.s  his  ballot,  at  elecnons  and  on  all 
iiatii'-nal  is>ne-  is  in  line  with  the  Republican 
pan , 

i;i:.XS‘.)\'  L.\ND.RlJ^.l.  The  gentleman 
named  as  the  subject  of  this  article  is  Bowie's 
hading  wholesale  and  retail  feed  and  grain 
dealer  and  lias  been  identified  with  the  Ixaie  Star 
sirite  .since  1868,  when  his  father  settled  in  Falls 
foinux,  where  the  remaining  years  of  his  vovith 
were  rriS.-'C:!.  In  the  thirtv  year.s  of  active  idenii- 
I’s  chiefly  with  indii.^trial  affairs,  of  'rexa.s.  liis 
adnvvemenls  have  i»ecn  such  a.s  to  mark  his  ca- 
■a  er  a successful  one  and  todav  we  find  him 
taking  a leading  part  tn  the  domestic  commerce 

till,  mesropnlis  of  Afonuigue  comity. 

['he  faniilv  of  which  our  subject  is  a wortlyv 
rcjiresciunme  is  an  AlaS.iama  one.  constructively, 
h'U  ."I  tually  from  the  I’ahnctto  -tuie  of  South 
t'a“!ilina.  Its  most  remote  ancestor  accessible, 
(.■!'<''rg<;  1„  Landrum,  grandfather  of  our  .subject, 
was  no!  iis  Inierican  finuKkr,  but  George  L. 
Laiidmni!  wa.s  iiorn  in  South  Carolina  in  17C8, 
s;-'.'.  some  ser- ice  with  the  Continentals  during 
the  Rrvo'mtu'ii  and  fought  the  E,nglish  again  in 
the  war  of  iSre.  Me  married  and  reared  a fam- 
ily and  daugliu-rs,  as  follows:  .\mdia, 

.Naniuel.  u'ho  <hed  in  Falls  countv,  Texas;  tdeorge. 


who  passed  away  in  Kentucky  ; Frances,  of  Bar- 
ber county,  Alabama,  married  Ouinny  Wood ; 
Rebecca,  who  became  IMrs,  William  Dickson  and 
died  in  Austin  county,  Texas;  Richard  died  in 
ICentucky ; Paulina  married  John  ilanley  and 
died  in  .Yustin  county,  Texas,  and  Benjamin  -L., 
who  died  in  Falls  county,  Te.xas.  The  parents 
of  this  family  left  the  Palmetto  slate  and  became 
sc-tilers  of  Barber  county,  Alabama,  where  the 
father  plied  his  trade  as  a gunsmith  and  black- 
.smith  and  where  he  and  his  wife  lie  buried. 

Benjamin  L.  Landrum,  father  of  Benson  of 
this  notice,  was  born  in  Edgefield  district,  South 
Carolina,  in  i8i8,  and  accompanied  his  parents, 
as  a child,  in  their  removals  to  the  westward, 
first  'Into  Georgia,  and  finally  into  Henry  county, 
Alabama,  where  he  reached  maturity  and  ac- 
quired a fair  education.  He  chose  the  medical 
profe.s.'ion  and  prepared  himself  for  his  duties  in 
the  Philadelphia  >.iedical  College,  graduating  in 
.1841.  He  came  to  Texas  and  engaged  in  practice 
in  Montgomery  county,  where  he  married,  but 
.soon  returned  to  Alabama  and  practiced  in  Mont- 
gomery county  until  1866.  wdien  he  went  to 
ivC’Undes  county,  from  which  point,  in  186S,  he 
returned  to  Texas  and  identified  himself  with 
Falls  county  four  years,  then  to  iVladison,  then,  in 
1877.  he  located  at  .New  Clms,  in  .\iislin  county, 
where  he  remained  nine  years  and  then  returned 
to  Chilton.  Texas,  hi.s  former  and  last  home. 

During  the  rebellion  Dr.  Landrum  was  peti-  . 
tioned  to  remain  with  his  profession  as  a citizen 
and  this  he  was,  permitted  to  do,  although  having 
a desire  to  serve  the  state  in  the  armies  of  the 
Confederate  government.  He  was  a man  with 
jiositive  opinions  and  maintained  his  position  on 
question.s  at  issue  against  all  comers.  He  was  a 
Democrat,  but  never  sought  nor  filled  office.  His 
first  Wife  was  .Mrs.  Lizzie  Page,  a daughter  of 
it.lr,  .Park,  a farmer  of  Zxiadison  county,  Texas. 
Mrs.  I„andrum  died  in  Loimdcs  comity,  .\labama, 
in  iBi.i/,  lieing  the  mother  of:  Nellie,  deceased 
wife  of  Thomas  Bentley,  of  Falls  county.  Texas ; 
George,  of  Madi.son  county,  Te.xa.s;  Elmo,  of 
balls  county;  Benson,  our  subject;  Elizabeth, 
wife  of  Gns  Tomlin.son,  of  Falls  county;  Ella. 
Mrs.  L.  Tomlin.son,  of  the  same  place;  Carrie. 
Hite  ci  Jack  Peritt,  of  JMadison  county,  and  Jo- 
seph, who  died  in  LaSalle  count}-,  Texas. 

In  ,\ustin  counlv.  Texas.  Dr.  Landrum  mar- 
ried Miss  Fcnibe  Lee,  who  survives  him  and  re- 
■<^ides  in  Falls  couiuy.  The  issue  of  this  marriage 
is  Louise,  wife  of  J.  J.  Jones,  and  Benjamin,  Jr., 
both  of  Falls  cciuntv.  Texas. 

■ \s  Ben.son  Landnun  came  to  maturity  he  ac- 
quired a very  good  education  and  lie  dischaVged 
his  obligation  to  his  father  by  remaining  a use- 
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ful  adjuncl  to  ihc  family  home  till  he  \Ya^  twenty- 
two  years  of  age.  At  the  opening  of  his  inde- 
pendent career  he  ran  cattle  for  a Falls  county 
stockman  for  four  years,  following  which  lie  bor- 
rowed $250  and  equipped  himself  M'itli  a team 
and  implements  for  farming.  He  rented  his 
father's  jdace,  kept  bach,  and  cultivated  it  seven 
years.  With  the  profits  of  this  buchekir  era  he 
purcha.sed  a hundred  acres,  with  which  he  busied 
hirnserf  for  a few  years,  when  he  purcliased  the 
interests  of  the  heirs  in  the  old  home  and  settled 
down  to  farming  rigid.  This  gave  him  three 
hundred  and  twenty  acres  and.  March  30.  i.BSi, 
he  took  a wife  to  his  possessions,  where  she  was 
truly  a “better  half”  until  her  death  in  i88q.  In 
1894  he  sold  all  but  fifty  acres  of  his  farm,  came 
to  Bowie,  and.  for  nearly  a year,  was  employed 
in  the  "Waples- Pain  ter  lumber  yard  and  in  the 
confectionery  business.  In  1891  he  ]>urchased 
two  hundred  and  in  1896  three  hundred  acre.s  at 
Petrolia,  in  Clay  county,  which  proved  to  be  oil 
territory  upon  development  later  on.  This  he 
farmed  until  T904,  when  he  sold  one  hundred 
acres  at  a goiad  price,  came  back  to  Bowie  and 
bouglit  out  the  grain  and  feed  business  and  prop- 
erty of  C.  R.  -Morgan,  where  he  is  now  conduct- 
ing a successful  biusiness. 

Mr.  Landrum  first  married  Miss  Eugenia 
Smith,  a daughter  of  Samuel  Smith.  .\t  her 
death,  February  12,  i88(.),  she  was  the  mother  of 
Nettie  E.,  wife  of  Herman  O.  Cunningham,  of 
Petrolia,  Texas;  Harvey  B.  and  Dora,  of  Bowie, 
and  Eugene,  of  Falls  county.  In  November,  1891, 
Mr.  Landrum  married  Miss  Anna  Hankins,  a 
daughter  of  F,  G.  Hankins,  who  came  to  Texas 
from  Arkansas.  Roy,  Willie,  Eva,  Bernice  and 
Levvis  are  the  i.s.sue  of  this  union. 

l.'nlike  his  father.  Mr.  Landrum  is  a quiet 
citizen,  with  strictly  business  tendencies  and  with 
a flood  of  gdxl-naturc  oozing  from  every  pore. 
He  is  a Mason.  Odd  Fellow  and  a Woodman,  and 
a member  of  the  Missionary  Baptist  church.  His 
political  beliefs  are  those  of  the  dominant  party 
in  his  state,  but  he  is  without  political  ambition 
and  the  casting  of  his  vote  is  his  share  in  political 
frays. 

CH.A.RLES  J.  McKENNA,  county  auditor, 
wFo  since  1901  has  been  a resident  of  Fort 
Worth,  w'as  bom  in  Toledo,  Ohio,  a son  of  John 
and  Mary  (Sullivan)  McKenna.  His  father’ was 
for  many  years  a citizen  of  Toledo  and  there  his 
death  occurred,  while  the  mother  .still  makes  her 
home  in  that  city. 

Charles  J.  McKenna  was  reared  in  Toledo  and 
acquired  his  education  in  its  public  schools.  Hav- 
ing a natural  ability  in  mathematical  lines  he  be- 


came an  expert  accountant  and  among  oilier  po- 
sitions of  a re.sponsible  nature  that  he  held  in  hi,s 
native  city  was  Usat  of  as.sistant  cit)  auditor,  in 
wdiich  position  he  served  for  three  years.  He 
came  to  Fort  Worth  in  toot  and  has  since  made 
his  home  here.  For  some  time  he  was  connecte<.l 
with  the  Rock  Island  sy.stern  as  commercial  agent, 
w’hilc  subseijuenlly  lie  took  ch.arge  of  the  botik- 
keeping  and  accounting  of  the  Rosenbaum  Grain 
Company  at  Fort  Worth,  which  po.sition  he  was 
.filling  when  in  the  latter  part  of  April,  1905,  he 
was  appointed  to  the  po.sition  of  county  auditor 
of  Tarrant  count^c  by  the  board  of  count}'  com- 
missioners. Tiiis  i.s  a recently  created  office,  es- 
tabli.shed  bv  enactment  of  the  legislature  provid- 
ing for  the  auditor  in  a county  having  a city  of 
more  than  twenty-five  thousand  population.  Mr. 
AIcKenna’s  previou.s  experience  well  equipped  him 
tor  the  office,  and  has  enabled  him  to  systematize 
and  ])roperIy  conduct  the  affairs  of  the  position. 
Fvenihing  connected  with  the  office  i.-  now 
working  smoothU'  and  his  promptness  and  fideli- 
t.'  are  notable  features  in  bis  official  serCce.  A. 
charter  member  of  the  local  lodge  of  Elks,  he  is 
fiopular  with  his  brethren  of  tlie  fraternity  and  is 
well  known  in  social  and  business  circles  here 
where  his  personal  traits  of  character  and  abili- 
tv  have  .gained  him  recognition  and  .secured 
f.-rr  him  warm  and  favorable  regard. 

WILLI.'MM  L,  C.\TE,  a-ssistant  siiyieriiitendent 
of  the  railway  mail  'mrvice  and  a resident  of 
ForfWorth,  i.s  a native  of  Bradley  county,  Ten- 
nessee, and  a .son  of  .\ndrcw  J.  and  Nanc}'  ( Sim- 
nioiKS)  Cate.  The  father,  who  was  a farmer 
and  mill  owner,  was  numbered  among  the  c-arh' 
settlers  of  Bradlev  county  in  eastern  Tennessee, 
where  he  located  ere  the  Indians  had  left  that 
part  of  the  country,  a.nd  there  he  .->pent  the 
remainder  of  his  life,  his  wifc'.s  de.ath  also  oc- 
curring there  about  1885. 

William  L.  Cate  spent  the  d.ais  of  his  lio}  - 
hood  and  youth  on  his  father's  fann  and  in  ilie 
sawmill,  usual!}  .spending  the  wimer  months 
in  the  latter,  while  his  summers  v\ere  devoted 
lo  farm  Iribor.  He  received  a good  education 
as  far  as  the  facilities  of  those  da.\  s aft'ordc.-d.  and 
in  his  young  manhtiod  began  leaching  .=chool,  be- 
ing thus  engaged  in  Ale  Minn  count}  w hen  the 
Civil  War  was  inaugurated.  Tlie  family  were 
l.'nionists.  bilterl}  opposed  to  seces.sioii,  and 
were  naturally  drawn  into  the  strife  which  that 
section  of  the  country  had  to  undergo  on  ac- 
count of  the  contending  sentiments  of  its  citi- 
zen.', often  neighbors  and  even  families  being 
divided  on  the  great  question.  Mr.  Calc  went 
to  Kentuckv  to  enlist  in  the  Imion  army,  joining 
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i.'iri[)any  A of  l!)e  I'ourih  Tennesset  Cavalry,  in 
C’ciobvr,  i8Cj,  vJndi  ’.sas  attache'!  io  the  /\nny 
uf  tliv  I uniborland.  His  service  was  nl  the  try- 
injr  nriil  hazardous  sort  which  most  of  the  Ten- 
nessee and  Kentucky  cavairymen  umlcrnent  dur- 
i!i^  die  war,  '•Mending  to  nearly  ail  the  slates 
..j  tl'ic  sottdt,  and  in  the  winter  of  1864  they  were 
>e)U  on  whal  is  known  a.s  tlie  Gctieral  .Smith 
esipeduion  to  l\Ii^>is>ippi,  while  in  June  aii'J  July 
of  the  same  year  tltev  wa  nt  cm  a similar  trip  mto 
,'Uabama.  uncier  General  Rousseau.  .Mr.  Cate 
■went  with  the  cavalry  to  Georgia,  under  General 
Met  00k,  wltere  he  teas  erygaged  in  tfie  ftgltting 
near  .\tlaiita,  w;i.s  ca|>ture  l tsnd  taken  a.s  a jiris- 
oncr  of  war  to  Charleston.  South  Carolina,  hut 
was  reh-a-ed  after  two  inonihs  <>f  incarcer- 
ation and  joined  lii^  reS'itneiU  at  Xashville.  tlieiice 
being  taken  to  Loisisville  an<l  remounted,  ami 
returned  to  Xashvillc  just  in  time  tc>  march  to 
i'n'iitkhn.  Tennes.'ec,  to  take  part  in  that  battle, 
oiic  of  the  vn-)Si.  sanguine  c.-f  the  war,  tvaged  on 
both  sides  by  exj>cnence  1,  >ea^c>iK  1 ami  dcier- 
niincd  soldiers.  .\i  the  Itattle  of  Xash\illc.  fol- 
lowing. he  was  at  the  c.\treme  left,  and  thus 
did  Slot  get  into  the  tlnckesi  of  the  tight.  .Pur- 
suing Hood  to  the  ’{'eimcsscc  river.  .Mr.  Cate  was 
engaged  in  n.imcrous  min->r  skirmishes,  and  af- 
ter tliar  campaign  hi,-  regiment  was  ordered  10 
lie,  Pepartnient  ~>i  die  Gulf,  going  10  \ icksburg. 
Xew  t Jrleaii-  and  thence  acro>.s  tlte  hav  to  ,Mo- 
hile.  i"iii!ng  the  exvHidition  against  Forts  Sjian- 
ish  and  Bhktly,  ilu  destruction  of  whicli  pre- 
ceded the  Inking  of  Mobile  proper.  They  then 
canniaigncd  across  vhe  country  to  Raton  Rouge, 
and  afi;  r the  close  of  the  war  returned  to  Xash- 
vilic.  i\jr.  (.Ate  being  mustered  oui  of  ■,ervice 
at  l'.dgi,ricld.  acr-n-s  the  river  from  that  city. 
July  ri,  1805.  ..\lr,  I'aie  etili-ttd  as  a private  in  , 

an  1 irgrini/ed.  cumpany,  \tas  S'-on  promote  1 tci 
■ etlerlv  sergeant  and  later  to  first  lieutenant  and 
eapuiiit,  each  promotion  following  an  arduous 
anij),iign.  His  company  wa>  conijihmcnted  on 
the  hattlefidd  at  Sugar  ( reck.  .Manama,  Decem- 
ber 20,  by  the  brigade  commander  for  the 

galiam  stand  iiutde  in  resi.siing  the  charge  of 
U'.oii's  retreating  army.  llis  army  record  is 
Mil-  11!  -wliieh  he  may  be  iusth-  ]>riaid.  iTr  it  is 
(h;  reC'.rd  of  a brave  s,>|ib<jj-  fardifiil  to  the 
least  as  tveli  :ss  to  the  greatest  r,i  hiS  duties, 
pn  -apt  vehahle  and  sel f -sacnficing. 

It  pea.ee  hud  hcun  restored  klr,  Cate  quiet- 
ly i'.iik  I'P  the  ordinary  duties  of  life  m his  old 
ii's.ie  m i Iradlvv  coumy.  farming  and  teaching 
sehuni.  He  remaiiied  tliere  ah.ntt  twelve  vears. 
being  !i!o-i  ..f  site  time  i ngageii  in  teaching  in 
( iKu.na  Si  onuarv.  in  is8o  he  entered  the  gnv- 
V r'lmesu  railwiy  rntiil  Acrvtce.  hcginnmg  at  the 


bottom  of  the  latldur'in  the  cla.s.sifjcation  of 
‘ hcipc-r,  ' on  the  Little  Rock  & Fort  Smith  Rail- 
road, running  between  tho>e  two  citie.s.  He 
soon  became  a retndar  man  on  the  route,  .and 
was  later  tran>ferivd  to  the  run  between  St. 
Louis  ai'id  Tc.xarkana,  in  the  ip-.m  Alonntain 
Radroad,  while  subsequently,  in  .1888,  he  was 
promoted  to  district  chief  clerk  at  T.,it<;e  ROck. 
From  the  beginning  of  his  life  in  the  mail  service 
the  fast  mail  was  his  especial  hobby,  and  after 
becoming  chief  clerk  he  urged  this  with  all  his 
'.■nergy.  The  first  regular  fast  mail  <in  the  Iron 
-Mountain  wa.s  established  about  i8<yp  Mr.  ('ate 
rcm.Hined  at  Little  Rock  in  the  position  of  chief 
clerk  about  six  years,  his  jurisdiction  being  a part 
of  the  Eleventh  Division,  extending  over  ,\rk- 
.insas  and  on  tlic  Iron  IMountain  into  St,  Louis. 
He  was  iltcn  transferred  to  St.  Louis  as  chief 
clerk  of  the  St.  Louis  & Texarkana  Railw-ay 
postoffice  and  other  Eleventh  T)i  vision  interests. 
Remaining  in  that  position  about  three  years,  he 
was  then  r>r'.>mote'l  to  assistant  superintendent 
of  the  iilcventh  Division  and  assigned  to  duty 
at  .Fort  M'onh,  which  city  has  ever  since  been 
his  home.  The  office  of  the  Eleventh  Division 
at  h’ortli  Worth  has  jurisdiction  over  Arkansas, 
Indian  Territory,  Oklahoma.  W\-stcrn  Louisiana 
and  Texas, 

Mr.  C.ate  married  Llizabeth  Julian,  and  they 
have  four  chiklren,- — (''lifTord  J..  Roscoe  .8.,  An 
na  Lea  and  Rose  E.  In  his  fratemal  relations 
Mr.  Gate  is  a member  of  the  Masonic  order  and 
the  Kniehts  of  Honor.  He  is  widely  known 
among  the  men  on  thi.s  divi.sion  of  the  railway 
mail  service,  and  has  many  friends  among  them 
am!  also  among  the  people  of  Fort  Worth. 

WILLI. \M  HEXRV  .AlYERS.  MT  intro- 
duce as  the  subject  of  this  article  one  of  the  inid- 
d!e-er;i  cowmen  of  Texas,  whose  passing  from 
a tenderfoot  and  a habitue  of  the  range  to  a .solid 
ranchman,  with  a permanent  abiding  place,  and 
widely  known  as  a breeder  of  and  dealer  in  high- 
grade  cattle,  is  here  recorded.  His  advent  to  the 
state  a lid  his  identity  with  the  range  date  from  a 
dozen  l ears  after  the  close  of  the  Civihwar  and 
while  the  conditions  and  the  methods  then  in 
vogue  were  very  similar  to  those  of  ten  years  be- 
fore. the  beginning  of  a revolution  in  the  great 
grazing  industry  was  on  and  William  H.  Myers' 
appearance  on  tlie  scene  wa.s  in  ample  time  to 
participate  in  it. 

Mr.  Myers  was  no  novice  in  the  cattle  busi- 
ness when  he  threw  his  first  las.so  on  the  Texas 
[ilaiiis.  then  the  common  name  for  all  of  frontier 
Te.xas,  for  his  youth  and  early  manliood  had 
been  pas.sed  on  .stock  farrn.s  in  the  Blue  Ridge 
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mountains,  where  hi,s  father  was  engaged  largely 
in  the  cattle  business.  Rockingham  county,  V ir- 
ginia, was  his  native  place,  and  his  birth  occurred 
in  November,  1853.  His  was  an  old-scttlcd  fam- 
ily in  the  valley  of  the  Shenandoah.  KudnOh 
Myers,  his  fatlier,  was  born  in  Augu.sta  county, 
Virginia,  in  1821,  and  his  father  and  brothers 
were  the  founders  of  the  family  in  the  Old  Do- 
minum  state.  The  grandfather  was  from  Penn- 
sylvania and  the  pure  blood  of  the  German  race 
coursed  through  liis  veins. 

Rudolph  Mv'ers  was  widely  known  as  a large 
farmer  and  stockman  in  hi.s  county  of  Rocking- 
ham, and  during  the  war  he  was  connected  with 
the  military  establishment  of  the  Confederacy  for 
a time.  He  marrietl  Eveline  Cromer,  a daugliter 
of  Joseph  Cromer,  a slave  owner  and  a fanner 
and  stockman  of  Rockingham  county,  where  he 
was  also  reared.  Riulolj'h  My'er.s  died  in  1896 
and  his  wife  passed  away  in  1000  at  seventy  y'cars 
of  age.  < If  their  is.sue.  Joseph  G.  A 1 vers  is  county 
survfw  or  of  RtX'kingham  countv  ; William  H., 
our  siihjoct ; St.  .Andrew,  of  the  old  home  county  ; 
Semantha,  who  married  R.  H.  Dudley,  of  Augus- 
ta county,  and  Robert  E.  Lee,  a cattle  dealer  of 
the  latter  county. 

William  IT.  Alyers  received  his  education  in 
the  schofils  common  U'  the  times  iii  his  rural  si.ir- 
roundings  and  his  interesls  in  business  matters 
were  identical  with  those  of  liis  father  until  past 
his  twenty-first  year.  Desiring  larger  opportuni- 
ties for  tile  exercise  of  his  talents  in  his  chosen 
field  than  the  old  state  offered,  he  souglu  Texas, 
landed  at  Fort  Worth  in  1878  and  secured  work 
with  Frank  Goodin  on  the  Little  Wichita  river 
in  Clav  county.  When  Belcher  and  Easley  bought 
out  fJocKlin  th(w-  inherited  yortng  Alyers  as  a part 
of  the  parapdicrnalia  of  the  r.andi.  Next  we  find 
him  working  for  tile  Ikards  by  the  month,  look- 
ing after  their  cattle  and  at  the  same  time  keep- 
ing an  eye  on  his  own  small  herd.  Eight  years 
after  his  advent  to  the  state  he  was  tlie  lessee  of 
a ranch  on  Duer  creek  and  the  beginning  of  his 
independent  career  was  on. 

In  his  career  as  a cowboy  Mr.  IMyers  was  not 
long  numbered  among  the  tenderfecd.  He  soon 
learned  to  cincl)  and  jiack  a pony  and  sat  liis  sad- 
dle as  finnlv  as  a barnacle  on  a boat  hull.  Time 
nor  distance  made  no  difference  with  him  on  the 
“round-up,'’  and  when  he  rolled  up  in  his  blaiik- 
ets  to  sleep  it  mattered  little  whether  it  was  in  a 
cabin  or  in  the  open  air.  Out  in  the  rain  and  the 
sleet  and  the  snow,  amongst  the  wild-eyed  long- 
horns gathering  mavericks,  and  in  a country’  in- 
fested with  beasts  of  prey,  he  plied  his  vocation, 
looking  oftenest  on  the  humorous  side  of  life,  and 
all  the  lime  laying  the  foundation  for  his  own 


entry  into  the  arena  as  an  embrionic  cattle  king. 

In  1888  Mr.  .Myers  began  the  purchase  ('f  land, 
buying  three  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seven- 
ty-five acres  three  miles  south  of  Blue  Grove,  and 
this  he  fenced  and  cr >ss-fenccd,  put  on  his  ranch 
l.niildings  and  established  himself  in  his  jieniia- 
nent  home.  His:  tract  cost  him  fn.m  S3  (o  S7 .30 
an  acre,  and  lit  soon  started  his  ranch  as  a breed- 
ing farm,  handling  Short  Hor:i  cattle.  These  he 
raised  and  dealt  in  nil  1807,  when  lie  .'ubstiuued 
the  Wliite  Faces,  heading  his  henl  with  “lef- 
frie.s,”  No.  2150,  “Buckeye’'  and  “Colonel," 
northeni  bred  animals.  He  lia:^  a small  litrd  of 
registeretl  .Herefonls  and  his  h<.nie  ranch  is  de- 
voted t-xdu.sivdy  to  the  promc>tion  of  tlii.s  in- 
dustry, wliile  his  itpjter  ranch,  ernhracing  scene 
fifteen  hundred  acres,  near  Henrieua,  furnChes 
pasture  and  feeding  gronnd  fc-r  his  l.!etf  cattle. 

Fri,)in  iSc;6  to  Kioi  he  was  a meniher  of  the 
firm  of  Myers,  Nutter  N Neville,  having  exten- 
■=ivo  ranching  iiUercsis  betwet.n  Blue  Grove  and 
Henrietta  and  haiKlling  a large  .amount  of  beef 
and  other  cattle.  Since  selling  his  interest  to  hi- 
partners  he  has  confined  Iiint.Sflf  to  his  itiilividual 
matters  aii<l.  as  the  proprietor  (if  the  Blue  Grove 
Hereford  Stock  Fami,  lie  is  reckoned  one  (of  the 
sncte.'sfnl  ’■cownien’'  of  his  romni'. 

Myer.s’  ranch  is  widely  anil  popularly  known 
for  it.s  hospitality  and  good  cheer.  It-  bachelor 
quarters  are  piresided  over  by  a genuine  \ irginia 
gentleman,  inured  to  all  the  enviromnents  of  a 
frontier  life,  yet  hafipy  at  the  pros]ieet  of  being 
able  to  serve  and  provide,  for  the  welfare  (if 
friends  away  from  home.  In  swnp.'ithy  with  ihe 
unfortunate,  charitable  to  those  at  f.ault  and  loyal 
to  his  multitude  of  friends,  “Bill}'’  Alyers  i.s  aq 
hont'red  rejire.sentative  of  the  ranchers'  brolher- 
liood. 

THOATAS  GR,\Y  WORLEY.  Widcli^ 
known  in  the  druggists’  sundries  and  general 
drug  business  of  Montague  county  anel  the  ollest 
established  business  of  the  character  in  Bowie  is 
that  presided  over  by  Thoriia.s  G.  Worley  of  thi.s 
revieu',  wliose  biisine.s.s  life  ha?  been  piasscd  within 
the  limits  of  the  count}-  winch  he  honors  and 
whose  success  has  iieeu  measured  !>}  the  steady 
and  -upward  trend  of  a quarter  or  a ceiiturv  of 
active,  con-orvative  business  life. 

Since  1883  the  drug  trade  of  Bowie  has  known 
Mr.  Worley,  at  which  time  he  came  here  from 
Montague  without  a cash  capital,  and  with  no 
property  save  a home  in  Montague  town  worth 
S500.  and  arranged  to  tcike  a hall  interest  in  a $2.- 
600  stock  of  drugs  and  sundries  owned  by  M bite. 
Bivens  & Company,  then  doing  business  at  the 
foot  of  Mason  street.  His  experience  al  the  be- 


I11ST>'RY  OF  NORTH  AND  WEST  TEXAS. 


ginning  of  this  ctnhraci-d  two  yrrins  as  a 

grocers  r'u  rk  in  Al-.ntajrue,  but  this  only  sers'cJ 
him  as  a means  of  forming:  acquaintance  an>l  he 
was  wholly  without  knowledge  [>ertaining-  to  the 
i'a'iiortai'.L  business  in  wliich  he  was  about  to  em- 
bark. 

With  the  assurance  that  one  familiar  with  the 
stock  aiid  ppjficienl  in  the  business  would  re- 
main with  the  store  for  a time,  and  wliile  lie  him- 
self was  becoming  alrle  to  conduct  the  business, 
ilr.  \\  orley  made  the  trade  and  took  his  place  be- 
hind tire  counter.  Before  the  lapse  of  two  weeks 
lie  was  left  without  hi.s  cx[)criei!ceel  clerk  aii'l, 
althougl'i  barely  able  to  tiptw  and  triucli  bottom, 
as  it  -w(  re.  he  kept  a steady  iiead.  sunnoiuited 
everv  difficultx  and  mastered  his  siewk  without 
anv  ■.■mharva.ssiiig-  conseqm.-nces  to  the  jniblic. 

At  the  end  of  a y ear  J.  S.  Sniitli  purclirt.sed  the 
other  litdf  interest  in  lire  W’liite,  l>ivcn.s  & k.om- 
p>;‘.nv,  and  the  firm  of  V\  orley  & Smith  existed  for 
tw(.)  year■^.  when  lUr.  Smith  sukl  ant!  TiTr.  Fore- 
man came  in.  and  the  firm  of  Worley  & F«->re- 
inan  continued  in  business  till  i8So.  when  the 
ianior  ixartncr  sold  to  the  senior,  and  .since  then 
Tliomas  G.  b'  oilcv  ha,-  bcsm  in  business  alone. 

Mr.  W<vrley's  prosperit\-  and  grouth  in  Bowie 
has  warrr.med  ins  e.\pansi"n  in  rtoaky  lines  and  he 
has  .suh-suinuallv  aitled  in  .Bowies  devcloninent 
hi’  building  him  a commodious  home  on  l\la,son 
street  and  shown  his  abiding  faith  in  lire  town  by 
pnrehasing  other  resilience  property  here  and  a 
iialf  mu  rc't  ni  a bin  mess  house  on  Smythe 
street. 

In  iSyy  our  subiect  ranu  into  .Montague  coun- 
IV  and  look  up  las  re.sidence  in  'slonlague.  It 
v.a,-  during  the  closing  scene-  r.f  Ifis  youth  and 
ins  individual  efforts  promised  all  that  contained 
anything  .substantial  for  iiim.  His  education  was 
Somewhat  h<in;jx.ro(l  and  meager,  yet  .siifticient 
for  uss'  a.s  a teacher,  and  to  this  vocation  he  ap- 
piiod  him.self  {(sr  one  or  two  u.rms  of  coimiry 
schoo!.  He  was  recognized,  ui  tlie  early  years  cT 
Ihs  majorin',  by  political  leaders,  and  was  named 
for  raid  elected  constalsle  of  f’recinct  Xo,  i rif 
.Montague  county  Following  this  he  spent  about 
eigincen  nioiuhs  a.-  helper  in  a livery  barn  in 
lont.'igue.  .aii'l  then  tli!  grocery  store,  and  C’Ut 
of  tt  all  some,  substantial  accumLilancms  I'lad  re- 
-ulK  d. 

sir  Worley  cr.me  to  Texas  from  llanlm 
i -.aniuv  Ti:  nnc.--:c-;  . w lit  re  Iris  birth  occurred  J.vn- 
uai  .'  idyy.  Michael  Worley,  his  father,  was  a 
fui  uvi  md,  unor  to  the  war,  owned  a few  -laves 
.rod  v.'.'is  born  in.  Tennessee  in  iy04-  He  was 
■'eict  cOirritt^  and  ;n  his  first  family  of  childreii 
we: I • I.- .bn  r.f  Hardin  county;  Mrs.  IMarga- 
ret  Widi.in  who  , lied  in  \rkansas:  Mrs.  l.ucin- 


cla  Xichols.  wiio  [lassed  away  in  Tennessee,  ^'Fs. 
Louisa  Brisco,  u ho  died  in  the  home  state ; Mrs. 
J^ydia  Richardson,  who  left  a family  at  her  death 
in  Tennessee,  and  iMartin  M'orley,  who  died  in 
the  army  during  the  Civil  war.  For  his  sec- 
ond vvif::  .Mitdiael  A'orlcv  m.-irried  Livina  Host, 
v.hc'  passed  away  in  fMontague  county  in  1884. 
Her  children  were:  Charles  1’..  who  left  a fam- 
ilv  at  his  death  in  Montague  county  in  1804; 
\braham  J.,  a .Montague  county  farmer;  Peter 
likew  i'^c  a farmer  liere,  and  Thomas  G.,  our 
-nhject. 

ill  Tlontague  county,  February  17,  iS8(S,  Mr. 
Worley  of  this  review  married  hfiss  .Mattie  Stal- 
lings, a daughtiT  of  J.  M'.  Stallings,  who  came 
to  Texas  in  1875  from  Coffey  county,  Alabama. 
Mrs.  Sialliiigs  was  .’S.'iss  Parker  before  her  mar- 
riage, and  she  was  the  mother  of  six  children. 
■Mr.  and  W'orley’s  children  are;  Earnest 

I -o'-,  J;mies  Andrew.  John  D..  Lawrence  Charles, 
Olyrnj.iia,  .\rilnir  and  Alton  F>.  Parker. 

Mr.  AVorley  is  without  hi..iKirs  gained  from  pol- 
itics, bm  as  a citizen  lie  has  rendered  public  serv- 
ice to  hi.s  tovvn.  He  .served  six  years  on  the  city 
council,  helpied  j>rovide  some  cif  the  substantial 
eslucatii ilia!  facilities  of  the  city  school  houses 
and  the  like,  and  was  a nieniber  of  the  ccuiunittce 
C'li  water  v,orks.  whicli  public  utility  was  y;ro- 
vided  'hiring  his  ofticia!  tenn.  I'rom  1898  to  '1902 
he  was  city  recorder,  where  his  efficiency  was 
-hown  m a clerical  capacity. 

JOIT.N  ALFRED  M.ARTIX,  who  has  been 
a resi'ient  eff  Tarrant  county  since  1877  and 
fur  a number  (,>f  years  was  known  to  the  busi- 
ness world  as  tiroprietor  of  a hotel  at  Arlington 
and  in  Fort  \V"rth,  i-  n<‘i\v  serving  his  second 
term  as  clerk  of  the  disirict  court  at  Fort  AAVirth 
and  is  one  '.>f  tfie  most  |iripuiar  and  efficient  of  the 
county  officials. 

Air.  Alartin  has  f'as.sed  through  a varied  and 
active  career.  He  was  born  on  Boone's  creek, 
near  Jonesboro,  WLshinglr.n  comity,  Tennessee, 
in  1842.  a st'i)  of  Dr.  AJfred  and  Sallie  (Hunt) 
A.lariin.  both  of  old  and  well  known  families  in 
liiat  part  of  llie  state.  His  father  was  an  old- 
timer  and  prominent  in  the  affairs  of  Washing- 
ton county . which  was  one  of  the  earliest  set- 
tled jsortioii.s  of  Tennessee  and  the  scene  of  a 
jiari  of  the  life  of  Daniel  .Boone.  Besides  being 
a physici.in  he  wa.s  a member  of  the  .state  legis- 
lature, and  later  of  the  state  senate,  lie  died  at 
tlic  old  home  in  AALsliingtoti  county  in  18S3,  age 
eigiity-two  years.  The  motfier,  also  a native  of 
Tennessee,  was  a daughter  of  Alajor  Samuel 
Hunt,  one  of  die  first  sheriffs  in  his  part  of  the 
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state.  .She  died  on  October  8,  i86i,  aged  fifty- 
three  years. 

Mr.  Martin's  mother  died  while  he  was  serving 
his  couiim-  ill  the  war.  Though  reared  on  a 
fann,  he  passed  his  young  days  in  a home  of 
coinfortal'le  aflluence  and  with  surronnding.s  of 
culture  and  refinement.  He  received  most  of 
his  education  at  Boone's  Creek  Institute.  He 
was  on  the  vet^e  of  young  raanhtxxl  when  the 
Civil  war  came  on,  and  early  in  i86i  he  enlisted 
for  Confederate  service  in  the  Twenty-ninth 
Tennessee  Regiment,  Company  G.  which  wa.s  one 
of  the  first  companie.s  orgrmized  in  that  jiart 
of  the  .state.  He  .served  under  several  of  the 
prominent  Confederate  leaders,  including  Bragg, 
Beauregard,  Joe  Johnston  and  Hood.  Begin- 
ning rvith  the  battle  of  IVilson’s  Creek,  he  took 
part  in  several  of  the  great  camptdgns  of  the 
w-ar;  w'as  in  the  campaign  through  Georgia, 
fought  at  Dalton,  at  Atlanta,  thence  went  to 
Jonesboro  and  participated  in  the  engagement 
there;  from  there  accompanied  Hood  to  Nash- 
ville, and  in  the  battle  of  Franklin  Mr.  Martin 
W'as  wounded  twice,  so  that  he  wa.s  completely 
disabled  for  further  service.  This  brief  outline 
of  his  army  life  shows  that  he  participated  in 
the  most  important  movements  of  the  Confeder- 
ate armies  of  the  west  and  south.  Beginning 
as  a private,  at  the  time  he  received  his  honorable 
discharge  on  account  of  his  w'ouiids  he  was  ad- 
jutant of  his  regiment.  He  had  three  brothers 
in  the  army  who  spent  much  of  their  time  in 
Federal  pri.sons,  and  one  of  them,  Captain  Je- 
rome N.  Martin,  commanded  his  company  at 
the  battle  of  Franklin. 

After  his  army  career  Mr.  Martin  remained 
at  home  about  three  years,  and  during  that  time 
was  married  to  Miss  Mattie  A.  Brown.  He 
then  w'Ciit  to  Christian  burg,  Virginia,  where  he 
lived  seven  years.  In  1877  he  came  to  Tarrant 
county,  Texas,  and  has  made  his  home  in  this 
county  ever  since.  Both  at  Fort  Worth  and  in 
.Arlington  he  was  in  the  hotel  business,  con- 
ducting a hotel  in  the  latter  place  about  seven 
years.  He  has  also  had  considerable  and  .suc- 
cessful experience  in  farming  in  this  county, 
having  a place  south  of  Fort  Worth.  A man 
of  recognized  w’orth  and  of  very  popular  stand- 
ing among  all  his  fellow  citizens,  in  November. 
1902,  he  was  elected  to  the  office  of  clerk  of  the 
district  court  of  Tarrant  county,  and  in  1904  re- 
ceived a re-election  wdthout  opposition.  The  dis- 
trict court  of  this  county  is  divided  into  two 
branches,  the  seventeenth  and  the  forty-eighth 
judicial  districts,  so  that  the  business  of  the 
clerk’s  office  is  very  heavy'. 


Mr.  Martin  is  well  know  11  in  fraternal  circles, 
being  affiliated  with  the  Odd  Fellows,  the 
Knight.';  of  F’ythias  and  the  Red  ]\Ien ; and  is  n 
memher  of  Lee  Camji  of  the  Confederate  Vet- 
erans. Eight  children  have  hem  bom  to  the 
marriage  of  iMr.  and  i\Irs.  Martin.  One  daugh- 
ter, Alattie  \.,  is  decca.sed,  and  the  others  are: 
Flora.  Airs.  EalLali  R.  Rollins,  John  A.,  Jr.,  .\lary 
L..  Horace  H.,  Walter,  Flortense. 

IIOX.  HENRY  P.  BROWN  of  Cleburne, 
wliose  reputation  as  a law'yer  has  been  won 
through  earnest,  honest  lal>or  and  nhose  h’gh 
standing  at  the  bar  is  a merited  tribute  to  Iris 
ability,  has  since  1886  practiccri  in  Clebunu-  and 
in  1902  formed  his  present  partnershii>  with  W, 
H.  Bleriscje  under  the  firm  style  of  Brown  & 
Bledsoe.  Air.  Brown  is  a native  of  .Vlabama. 
his  birth  having  occurred  in  Marion  on  the  15th 
of  Alarch,  1S57,  his  parents  being  W.  R,  and 
Alary  (I’arisli)  Brown.  The  father,  now  de- 
ceased, was  a native  of  \‘irginia  and  throughout 
an  active  business  career  engaged  in  banking. 
Ilis  wife,  xvho  has  also  passed  away,  was  born 
in  North  Carolina. 

.Mr.  Broxvn  of  this  review  was  reared  and 
educated  in  his  native  city  and  after  acquiring 
his  preliminary'  education  lie  continued  his  stud- 
ic,=  in  Howard  College.  He  began  jireparation 
for  the  profession  under  the  direction  of  Mr. 
PelLus,  now  United  Stales  senator,  at  Marion, 
while  his  brother,  lion.  Charle.s  G.  Brown,  e.x- 
attorncy  general  of  .Alab.ama.  also  acted  as  Iris 
preceptor.  Air.  Brown  was  licensed  to  pr.-ictice 
at  Afarion.  where  he  remained  as  an  active 
member  of  the  profession  until  1SS6,  when  he 
removed  to  Clehume  and  has  since  been  identi- 
fied with  the  legal  fraternity  here.  Distingui.ihed 
honors  have  come  to  him  in  connection  with 
bis  chosen  calling.  He  served  as  assistant  at- 
torney general  of  Texas  urider  Hon.  AI.  AI. 
Crane,  now  a prominent  member  of  the  Dallas 
bar.  filling  the  po.sitioii  for  about  a year,  when 
he  resigned  to  assume  the  private  practice  of  law 
at  Cleburne.  Here  he  was  first  associated  with 
D.  T.  Bledsoe,  one  of  the  original  members  of 
the  Cleburne  bar.  arid  later  was  a partner  of 
Judge  W.  F.  Ramsey,  under  the  firm  style  of 
Ramsey  & Brciwn.  His  next  partner  was  Col- 
onel J.  F.  Henry',  and  in  IQ02  he  entered  into  his 
present  relationship  with  W.  II.  Bledsoe  un- 
der the  style  of  Brown  & Bledsoe.  This  is  a 
strong  legal  firm,  having  a large  general  law 
business  that  connects  them  with  much  of  the 
important  litigation  tried  in  the  state  and  fed- 
eral courts  of  Texas. 
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< <11  ilic  ')ih  'if  Wiic-iiil'cr.  i88i,  at  Xew  Or- 
li.an,'-.  .Mr,  l.’rc'un  w;.',!-  mrsrnrd  to  .\nnie 

tr.  Lodatt,  a .i:n'nd-.lauq;iut;r  of  .V.  B.  M"Ore, 
t!u:  ar  "Dtcni'ir  ,<i!  \.i,'iliania.  ati'J  they  now 

ha'. I a Mis-  Iniinie  Brown. 

Air.  Broun  is  I'roniineiit  in  the  ranks  C'f  the 
Kniain  tif  rs'imi.s  iraierniu , in  w hich  he  lias 
been  aeo.inU.d  iii,t;!i  orficial  prefennent.  He  is 
pa-t  e'r;.ni(!  chancellor  of  the  tjraTul  lodge 

• >f  T:-.a.-  and  i>  the  supreme  representative.  He 
ha-  ni-o  guiiied  a wide  acquaintaucc  in  political 
tircii  - and  his  '->ratorical  ahihl}'  has  made  him 
a popular  public  .■speaker  ihroughout  Tex.a,s.  Tie 
ha-  done  niucli  eainpaign  tv'-irk  in  supj.iorl  of 
the  Democracy  and  wa.s  one  of  the  noted  speak- 
ers in  the  celebrated  campaiara  for  governor- 
ship between  (lark  and  Tl'igg.  Tdi.s  ai.t.ention. 
li'Avever.  Tias  been  cliiefly  concentrated  upon  his 
law  jiracticc.  v.hicii  lias  now  as.sumed  extensive 
proportions.  His  careful  preparatif'n  of  cases 
is  siipp1emente<l  by  a power  of  argument  and 
fom.tul  pr;.>eii!.at.ion  of  hi.s  jioint.s  in  tlie  court 
ro(ini,  that  lie  never  fails  to  impre.s.s  court  or 
jury  and  ,sc!fK>m  fails  to  gain  tlie  verdict  de- 
.s'rr.-l.  ills  seliolarly  aurdnnu-riLs  anl  genuine 
worili  hate  paiiicd  him  the  frien'bhip  of  many 
of  rb.e  most  pronnneiit  citizens  .>f  the  .state  and 
!u  is  acconl'.-'i  a p<>,sitio:i  of  leadership  in  fra- 
ternal, p'llitical  ani]  legal  circle.s, 

B M'tX'F.V  G.  GIBSO.X'.  one  of  tlie  leading 
tanners  o.f  ^diintagaic  oninty,  Texas,  was  born 
;n  M',.ics  c.-mnty.  East  Tennessee.  October  .4, 
5855,  .-on  uf  Randall  and  SaraTi  ■(  Brady  i (Tib- 
son,  I'oth.  inuivo.s  of  l’eniies.see  and  inemlx-r.s  of 
re  prt 't  ntative  families  of  that  state, 

Farrell  Bra'l}'.  Air.  Gibson's  maternal  grand- 
iailicr.  '.v.'.s  a pionee  r seuler  'Of  Tenne.ssee ; 
•. a iavge  plantation  and  many  slaves;  was  a 
eoiisistent  nieniber  of  tlie  !*riniili\e  Baptist 
church,  an.l  a highly  respected  citizen.  He 
died  in  Tt  niiesSi-e  <tt  the  ripe  age  of  eighiy-tivc 
years,  fn  liis  family  were  the  follijuing  chi! 
dren.  nanaTy ; Farah.  Polly  . P>ett) . Polk,  Sellers, 
Smith  and  < harlcs.  Randall  Gibson,  after  his 
marriage  m Sarah  Br.adv,  settled  on  a Tennes- 
•ee  farm.  v.  heu:  lie  pnxpcrc'l  until  the  war  c.f 
tie  reheihon  interruf>lc-<l  the  various  iraluslri'es 

• f :,h;  eomitrv,  cspccirdly  farming  '.:>n  the  bor- 

r .a.t!os.  i’-oth  rirmie's  forage.  1 from  him.  de- 
ve  ;.eed  bis  farm  and  left  bini  fisiancially  mined. 
Wild-'  a southern  man  and  a sr-nipatltizer  with 
the  -"iOhe’-vi  cause,  be  did  nor  on  account  of 
take  an  active  part  m the  war,  bm  two  of 
his  ,on-,  latTi.s  and  Gliark-s.  served  all  through 
•lu:  “inigek  a-  t Anied<'raie  soldiers.  After  the 


w ar  he  continued  to  reside  on  his  farm  and  tried 
to  replenish  his  wasted  fortunes  and  he  re- 
mained there  until  i88r,  when,  hi.s  children  all 
gone,  he  sold  out  and  came  to  Texas,  locating 
in  Tannin  county,  where  he  Itoughi  a tract  of 
land  and  Rr  a tew  years  carried  on  farming 
operations  e.xtensively.  Here  he  died  in  1891. 
( )f  his  children,  we  record  that  James  <lied  in 
Arkan.sas : Charles  died  in  Fannin  comity,  Tc.xas ; 
Lizzie  is  the  wife  of  a Mr,  .Vsbury : Farrell  is  a 
resident  of  Gibson  county.  Texas;  Smith  died 
in  Tmne.s.see;  Hiram  lives  iit  the  state  of  TVash- 
ington;  Alary  is  the  w ife  of  C.  TTackleman:  and 
tlie  youngest,  Barney  G.,  is  the  direct  subject  of 
rhi.s  review. 

Barney  G.  Giiison  spent  his  first  sixteen  t'ears 
on  hi.s  f.ither’s  farm  in  Teitnes.see.  Then  in  1871 
he  came  to  Texas,  stopping  first  in  Fannin 
county,  where  he  secured  employment  as  a farm 
hand,  and  wa.s  thus  occupied  for  si.x  years.  In 
1877  lie  iiiarried  and  settled  on  a rented  farm. 
Five  years  later  he  came  to  Montague  county. 
Here  he  bought  a small  fann  on  which  he  lived 
eleven  years,  then  sold  it  and  bought  the  six 
hundred  acres  of  land  on  which  he  has  since 
lived.  To  the  few  improvements  that  had  been 
made  here  at  the  time  of  his  purchase,  Mr.  Gib- 
.'On  lias  added  until  he  now  has  a valuable,  well- 
improved  farm.  He  lias  built  a commodious 
resi'Jence,  has  two  tenant  houses  and  other  good 
fann  l)uilding.s.  and  has  two  hundred  acres  of  his 
land  under  cultivation,  the  rest  being  used  for 
-Stock  purp-oses.  He  also  has  a fine  orchard. 

l..ike  his  father  before  him.  Mr.  Gibson  is  a 
Democrat,  and  has  never  sought  or  filled  public 
office,  preferring  to  -give  his  time  and  attention 
I'O  his  owoi  private  affairs.  He  and  his  family 
are  members  of  the  Alissionary  Eapti.st  church- 
in  which  be  is  a deacon. 

Airs,  Gibson  was  before  her  marriage  Aliss 
Alavgarct  AAVist'  •!!.  She  was  born  in  Kentucky, 
daugliter  of  Reulicii  and  A'eiictta  AA’riston,  both 
natives  of  Kentucky,  who  came  with  their  fam- 
ily to  Texas  at  an  early  day  and  located  in  Tar- 
iTiiit  county,  whence  they  subsequentlA'  moved 
to  Fannin  county.  In  each  of  thc.se  counties 
A.lri  Wrislon  inifwoved  a farm,  and  on  the  latter 
one  he  died.  Both  he  and  his  wife  vvere  members 
of  the  Baptist  church.  Their  children,  five  in 
number,  are  as  follows:  Clay,  Airs.  Jane  Bell, 
Mrs.  Emaline  Ghiclix,  Lewis  and  Airs.  Margaret 
Gib,-<in.  Barney  G,  and  Alargaret  Gib.son  have 
six  children;  Charles;  Josephine,  wife  of  J. 
Elkr;  Ixul'ora,  wife  of  J.  Ashford;  Hattie,  wife 
of  ( >.  Hutchison,  ;uid  Aliiuiie  and  Etta,  at  home. 
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REX'.  J.X.MES  M SMALL.  A life  of  activ- 
jtY.  .'och  a>  lias  bec?i  experienced  by  the  .sitbject 
of  ihi;-  ret'iev.',  ii  i>  rarelv  <nsr  privilege  to  re- 
cord. Rich  in  deed>  which  '.vib  humanitv  for 
die  Kiiigdorn,  and  prepnant  with  events  whose 
rebear>al  '-vonld  hnd  interest  at  every  fireside, 
its  evenino  oa<*ino'  in  a clear  sky  and  a glow- 
ing snnsei  ami  night  nil!  mark  the  spienccroU' 
closing  of  a life  whose  lonpevin  is  rarely  equaled 
atid  seidont  siirpaS'c'd.  EighU'-seven  year.-  marks 
rhe  last  utilestone  oi  his  onward  jotirne}.  and 
nfty-rhree  yearj  niar-ks  the  period  of  his  !ifc'> 
labor  in  the  niinistr}'.  In  the  qniei  retreat  of  his 
comfortable  .and  modest  home  !ii.s  retirement  is 
surrounded  bj-  bis  books,  by  the  blessings  of 
prosperii}'  md  heakh  attc  the  intiuences  of  a 
united  liouseho’d. 

James  M.  Small  was  born  at  Harper's  Ferry, 
JeEersoii  connty.  X’irginia.  hlay  as.  tSiS,  His 
father.  Williarn  Small,  was  a rnercharsi  taik;r. 
who  als<..  had  stime  interests  in  agrtciihnrc.  was 
btjni  a tew  rears  siibsec|tierit  to  the  close  of  the 
-\ntericar.  Revclatioti  and  w-as  a native  of  the 
state  of  X irginia.  Daring'  the  war  of 

i8ia  he  was  captain  of  a compairv  sta- 
tioned at  Xorftdk,  h'ircisiia,  and  helpf.:d  to  pre- 
vent the  capture  of  that  place  bv  rhe  Tiritis'b 
;>Ti  one  occasi-on.  His  father  was  a tvagors-master 
m the  Continexnal  anu}'  dnrhsg  the  Revolution, 
while  a brother  of  his  father,  a Terv-.  was  a 
colonel  in  the  E;:gli-b  army.  The  tamily  are 
of  .Scoich-lri.sh  origin  a-nd  are.  according  to 
residence  and  service  indications,  entitled  to  all 
ihe  honors  due  original  and  patriotic  -Xmeri- 
cans, 

William  Sniail  tvas  proriinem  in  Free  .Mason- 
ry,-. His  home  in  \lrginia  was  along  the  Potomac 
river  and  in  the  fo-rc]:iari  of  she  mneteentb!  cen- 
tury the  Mastins  of  tlte  state  held  corA'oeations 
at  points  along  the  river  annuall}',  at  which 
much  important  degree  and  other  work  -was 
done.  He  was  an  attendant  upon  the-e  rrteet- 
ings,  was  prominent  in  their  councils  and  'tilled 
tlie  post  c>f  grand  tnarslial.  on  wlu'clt  occasions  he 
wore  a .stvord — a Damascus  blasir — presented  to 
the  lodge  by  a relative  oi  General  tVaslungKri. 
along  with  a 3Iasr>rsic  apron  of  sheepskin,  which 
paraphenialia  was  prese.nted  to  XX'asliington  by 
the  t zar  of  Rus-ia  iiist  after  .\rnencaTi  independ- 
ence had  Iteen  won.  Both  being  Zvlasons.  the 
Czar  desired  to  express  his  high  regard  for 
.\n'ierica's  greatest  citizen  and  .soldier  and  ac- 
complished his  purpose  in  the  six- word  inscrip- 
tion on  the  blade.  “From  the  oldest  to  the  great- 
est." 

-\bout  1831.  William  Entail  left  his  native 
state  and  brought  his  family  westward,  and  for 
some  years,  lived  abo-ut  over  .Southwestern  Ohio. 


but  before  tite  Civil  War  he  located  in  Lincoln, 
Illinois,  where  be  died  sotne  lime  in  t!ie  latter 
sixties.  His  wife,  who  was  Elizabeth  Koontz. 

as.sed  away  in  X'irginia.  being  tlte  mc>ther  of 
_ lary  A,,  wife  of  Dr.  John  Rush,  died  in  Royal- 
ion,  Ohio:  Heiiie  died  in  Lincoln.  Iliinois,  as 
Mrs.  Danic'  Jackson ; Elizabeth,  tvho  died  at 
Lincoln,  111,,  was  Mrs.  Dr.  Cook;  and  James 
M.,  of  this  recisrd. 

The  corning'  to  nranhood  of  cur  subject  oc- 
curred in  X'irginia  and  C'hio  and  riis  education 
was  acquired  in  those  states  and  in  Tennessee. 
X'iney  Grove  Academy,  near  Fayenevil’e,  Ten- 
nessee, rounded  ont.  his  Sift  as  a co'Cge  student, 
to  which  place  he  went  intending  to  prepare  for 
the  law.  While  in  school  a spiritnal  conversion 
visited  him  and  he  felt  a call  to  ihe  gtrspel  in- 
stead, and  all  idea  01  the  law  tvas  abandoned.  Ele 
engaged  in  teaching  school  as  a lirobhoad  in 
Tennessee  and  did  his  first  religiotts  work  there. 

In  the  spring  of  1840  a select  c-'enpany  was 
formed  from  four  counties,  numbering  thino'-six 
young  men,  to  emigrate  frem.  the  east  to  the 
west.  The  gold  field,  of  Califorrsia  was  their 
dvstiriat'cn  and  their  tram  'd  v agi  os  was  sop- 
piied  niih  about,  ev'cry'  aimbtu'.:;-::  in  ll'ie 

t'ratks  or  profess’-oos  in  tio..:  oi  .r  Eld'o'rado  of 
the  wost.  The  cc.i'opany  clectct;  d.’c!,'>nd  Fe''gi'-- 
st'n  eapudo  and  ov-k  the  -t-oth.-ro  r,;:n,o  gvi-g 
fro,;n  Memphis  to  Fort  Smith  by  b<<at  and  thence 
struck  boldly  intt  ;b : wihlerness  to  Santa 
Xew  .Mexico,  .otrikiiig  the  Rio  Grande  rit'-.r 
they  foUowetl  n dt;,vn  to  b',;,  p',  rrail  zn-K  at 
Mr,  Smak's  s'cg'gestio'o.  rafted  oov'b  Me  Gila 
river  with  their  hea.Ce-t  soppiks  its  c-'es- 
sing  and  <?n  m their  drstinatium  The  trip 
dovn  the  i.dhi  oa-  n'tide  dtr  die  |":ury>.'st'  r-f 
g i.he  •'■•'!  the  tearts  and  th-e  rMt.s 

were  laden  wifF  niedici.ne — for  which  the  goverr  - 
ment  h.ao  offered  'diem  Sixvx.-.  at  S,ama  Fe — o kh 
hiacksinitb.ds  to<>G  and  otin-r  bidky  an:''  h* ; 
articks.  beings  a complete  ou'Jxr  ib">r  the  wimer- 
ness.  W'liiie  .Mr,  Small  proposed  m un,.  '..une 
this  ionmey  tdoiie.  seven  ■iis-r-  rinadv  joined 
him  and  -o  long  a-  the  riv,.r  rt.-mained  narrow 
and  -wift  the':  made  gmxl  time  zad  without  in- 
ddera.  When  the  nioiirnai-'v  - e.-untry  hsad 
been  passed  and  the  valley  km.-'i  appeared  the 
river  grew  shallow  and  ^^''.Tidb.ars  impeded  the 
p-rogrtss  of  the  navisratc-TS  sO  ;T!i.ich  that  they 
decided  to  make  a ligrhter  raft,  load  it  lightly,  and 
line  desperate  fellow  took  charge  of  i*:  and  start- 
ed on.  declaring  he  would  neither  a>k  nor  give 
help.  Several  of  the  cabers  >:iecid('d  to  meet 
the  wag'OTis  below  on  foot  while  .Xlr.  Strsali  iltre'.v 
away  smne  of  hi-  load  and  condnve'l  his  journey 
dciwn  -tream.  The  man  on  the  light  raft  ground 
ed  so  often  on  sandbars  tita;  he  abandoned 
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his  riift  ail' I il-  load  and.  K’olsore  and  wean,  he 
reached  the  w air"n  crossins:  on  the  river  on 
time,  while  our  sulijcct,  rinding-  a note  tied  to 
an  overhanging  tree,  tToin  the  captain,  telling 
iiiin  to  aliaiKion  e\  er_\  thing  and  come  to  the  cro.-.s- 
ing  In  a Certain  dac.  olicied,  and  thirs  ended 
the  iournev  down  the  < iila  and  tints,  much  re- 
duced, the  compani  continued  and  finally  com- 
pleted its  tramp  to  the  I’ticific. 

Ills  fit 'I  efforts  in  Califurnia  were  directed  in 
mining,  A compriitv  wa.s  fornied.  of  which  .Mr. 
.''inall  was  treasurer,  tor  the  purpose  of  turning 
ilic  Aiacaloiny  river,  whose  Ix-d  jiroxed  to  be 
ricli  in  gold,  ijut  toward  fail  of  1830  Mr.  Small 
abaniloncd  his  mining  jiroiect,  located  in  .Napa 
Citv,  itear  ."^an  hVancisco,  and  began  his  career, 
regularly,  in  the  ministry.  He  was  the  first 
preacher  to  vi.-it  that  place  and  he  talked  to  its 
nili.'ibitants  in  the  diiiing-ruoni  of  a boarding 
hoit.sc  until  better  accc'inniodations  could  he  pro- 
vided. He  organize,!  the  first  Sabbath  schttol, 
furnished  testaruenis  and  made  seats  for  the 
room,  filled  ;il!  the  offices  frcini  janitor  to  min- 
ister. himself.  He  started  the  organization 
of  the  first  Masonic  lo.lge  and  rented  a two- 
story  box  h'lUsC,  the  first  lloor  of  which  was 
used  for  a church  ant!  school-room  anti  the  upper 
door  for  a lodge  room.  1 le  taught  the  jHiblic 
school  of  tile  place  tVir  two  years  and  while 
carrying  on  hi.s  church  and  pastoral  work,  at 
the  same  time  found  it  necessart  to  make  long 
journeys  at  night  that  it  might  not  interfere 
with  his  educaliontd  w ork.  The  church  w hicli 
he  i-'rganized  became  the  fir,st  Cumherland  Pres- 
!')\ tcriari  church  of  .\af>a  t.'itv  and  with  it  and 
With  the  surrounding  coinUrv  in  Sonoma  couiitv 
he  was  identified,  as  a minister,  nntil  187.^.  when 
he  reiiicned  to  Te.vas, 

In  the  autumn  of  1873  Rev.  Small  liecame 
llie  i>astnr  of  the  t'umherhuid  Presbyterian 
ditirch  in  Fort  Worth,  lun  rcsignetl  the  follow- 
ing year  and  for  the  succeeding  eight  vears 
gave  ins  time  to  various  jilaces  in  t.'cntral  'J’cxa.s 
w here  t 'uirilKTlau'l  i ’resbvterian  congregations 
were  without  pastors,  hi  i.sSj;,  hi.-  came  to  .Mon- 
tague Count}  and  was,  for  four  \cars.  situated 
e,n  liis  farm  souk  four  and  a half  niiles  front 
Uowic,  engaging  the  while  in  hi.s  tavorilc  call- 
ing w,  lien  vcr  tlie  opjiortnriin  i>re.sented.  In 
i8(i8.  his  Voice  lailing  him.  he  preached  liis  la.st 
sermon  and  his  (juict  resid','nce  in  the  cit_\-  I'f 
ilowie  has  since  f tllowed. 

In  1830  Re-e,  Sm;d1  was  first  married  in  ,‘soti- 
oin.i  county,  daltfontia,  his  wife  heing  Miss 
.Martha  rhoutps.iu.  a iianghtcr  of  John  Ik 
rhitrnpsoit  frtim  .Missouri,  In  18511  his  wife 
died  and  in  l.'nittarv,  iStig.  he  married  Fr.'iiices 


j..  a daugliter  of  .Alien  l-liglnower,  from  Jack 
son  county.  Missouri,  where  Mrs.  Small  was 
born  Max  j6.  1834.  William  T.  Small,  a son 
1.1}  his  fir.si  w ife,  is  Rev.  Small's  only  child.  He 
w'as  born  in  Sonoma  cotmt}  , California.  Febru- 
ary j8,  1830,  and  was  reared  there  and  in 
Te.xas.  His  ediicalii>n  was  obtained  in  IMans- 
field  and  Ilryan.  Texas,  in  the  .Agricultural  and 
•Mechauicai  t dllege  at  Rnan,  and  he  fini.shcd  it 
in  the  State  I’niversit}  of  .Alis.souri. 

The  first  year  of  hi.s  business  career  William 
T.  .Small  devoted  to  the  drug  hnsiness.  but  on 
abandoning  this  he  engagetl  in  teaching  .school 
and  folltjwed  it  several  tears.  He  fmallv  settled 
down  to  the  farm  near  Queen  s Peak,  in  iMon- 
tague  count},  where  he  ha.s  achieved  liis  ambi- 
tion as  a successful  stock-farmer.  He  owu.s  .sev- 
eral farnt.s.  aggregating  some  nine  himdre<l  and 
fifu  acres,  and  is  unmhered  among  the  substan- 
tial men  of  the  countv.  He  was  married  in 
I’.orme  county.  .Alissouri.  in  1883.  to  Mis.s  ,AIa- 
rietta,  a d,aughter  of  judge  Aiigcll,  and  a .sun. 
James  M..  was  horn  of  tliis  union. 

Rev.  .'^mall  became  a .Alason  in  1845 
taken  all  the  ancient  degrees,  blue  lotlge,  chapter 
and  ciHincil,  During  active  life  he  manifested 
nnich  entlutsiasm  in  the  ancient  craft  and  the 
spirit  of  its  founder  has  animated  him  in  the 
fulfillment  of  the  nohlc  purposes  f>f  the  order. 

.Al.(  )\Z( ) L.  M:AL<  •.\E.  Education  in  Te.xas 
is  rapidly  approaching  the  zenitlt  of  its  perfec- 
tion. The  unequaled  schottl  fund  of  the  state 
has  inspired  a development  which  has  been  rapid 
and  permanent,  and  under  the  guidance  and  di- 
rection of  tried  and  true  school  men  the.  friction 
of  old  is  fast  ilisappearing  from  its  machinery 
aiifl  the  efficiency  of  instruction  brings  to  the 
system  a completeness  and  a harmony  nece.s- 
sary  for  a high  rank  among  the  educational  es- 
i.ahli.shments  of  her  sister  commonwealths. 

I'ach  .sticcessfiii  .Siipcrintendciit  has  been  an 
efficient  unit  in  the  .achievement  of  such  -suh- 
stanrial  results  for  ratr  common,  ttr  public  school 
sVstein  and  his  work  in  the  grades  is  reflected 
b}'  the  nrirrer  of  grand  re.sults.  distinctly,  yet 
in  haniu'p.tovis  l.ilending  with  every  other  block 
of  the  l)caiuifu!  mosaic.  He  is  one  of  the  archi- 
tects of  the  structure  while  his  teacher.s  are  the 
mechanics  who  fashion  it  and  liring  it  out  a 
beautiful  .-md  attracilx’e  edifice.  As  a prominent 
factor  in  the  growth  of  the  jntlilic  school  systan 
of  the  state  Bowie's  suj.K.-rintendent  has  been 
engaged  for  man}  years.  Jn  the  school  room, 
in  the  county  normal  and  in  the  teachers'  as- 
-socitirions  his  voice  has  been  heard  in  , appeal  for 
]>ractieal  education,  for  efficient  instruction  and 
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for  the  development  of  character  along  with  the 
training  of  the  mind.  In  the  several  places 
where  he  has  had  charge  his  tenure  of  office  has 
been  ample  guaranty  of  the  efficiency  of  his  ad- 
ministration. and  in  association  with  his  fellow- 
teachers  the}'  have  been  pleased  to  honor  Pro- 
fessor Malone  with  their  friendship  and  confi- 
dence. 

.Alonzo  L.  Alalone  is  a Tennesseean  by  birth. 
October  29,  r8<io.  was  his  natal  day  and  the  city 
of  .Alexandria,  in  DeKalb  county,  the  place.  His 
father,  a farmer  and  stoclonan.  was  Jackson 
Malone,  and  his  paternal  grandsire  was  William 
Alalone.  The  latter  established  the  family  near 
.Alexandria  in  I/O7,  on  what  is  still  the  family 
homestead,  and  upon  which  he  died  in  1870  at 
eijrhtv-si.x  years  of  age.  He  was  simply  a plain 
fanner,  of  .North  Carolina  birth,  and  his  wife 
was  a member  of  the  Whitley  family.  Their 
five  children,  all  of  whom  reared  families,  were : 
Yancey,  who  was  killed  in  b;  ‘tie  as  a Confed- 
erate soldier;  David,  who  died  near  .Alexandria, 
Tennessee;  Carroll,  who  came  to  Texas  before 
the  war  and  die<l  here : Rebecca,  resides  in  De- 
Kalb  county.  Tennessee:  and  Jackson,  our  sub- 
ject’s father. 

Jackson  Malone  was  born  at  .Alexamlria.  Ten- 
nessee. Febntary  24,  1822,  passed  his  life  as  a 
farmer,  served  in  the  Confederate  arm}  and 
now-  resides  at  .Alexandria.  He  married  Eliza- 
beth, a daughter  of  Y’illiam  Christian,  who  bore 
him  children,  as  follows:  William,  of  .Alex- 

andria, Tennes.see.  as  are  all  the  others,  .save  our 
subject;  Prof.  A.  E.  of  this  notice;  Samuel : Eli- 
za, wife  of  J.  W.  Sandlin;  Dr.  .Stanton  Malone, 
who  died  in  1891  ; and  Oscar,  the  } oungest. 

.Alonzo  L.  Alalone  started  his  education  in 
the  public  .school  of  .Ale.xandria.  where  he  later 
took  the  P.  S.  degree  in  the  XoiTiial  college.  He 
took  the  A.  P>.  degree  in  the  Pure  Fountain 
college  and  after  he  had  entered  on  his  wamk 
as  an  educator  in  Texas  he  was  honored  with 
the  degrees  of  A.  AI.  and  Ph.  D..  by  the  Na- 
tional Normal  L’niversity,  of  i.ebanon.  Ohio, 

Profe.ssor  .Malone  became  a teadier  before  hi.s 
education  was  fini.shed,  his  earl}  experiences 
being  in  country  school  work.  His  evi<lent  abil- 
ity as  a school  man  commended  itself  to  his  fel- 
low towmsmen  and  he  wa.s  elected  county  su- 
}jerintendent  of  DeKalb  county,  and  .served  two 
years.  His  last  work  in  that  state  was  at  Tem- 
perance Hall,  following  which  he  came  to  Texas. 

In  the  Lone  Star  state  he  became  superinten- 
dent, or  principal,  of  an  independent  normal 
school  at  Deport,  and  filled  the  position  four 
years,  being  two  years  on  tbg  board  of  countv 
examincTS.  He  then  became  city  superinteiident 


i<f  schools  at  Ladonia,  where  be  remained  ten 
year.s,  serving  eight  years  as  a member  of  the 
teachers’  examining  lK>ard  of  Larnar  county. 
From  Ladonia  be  went  to  Caldwell,  where  be 
was  in  charge  of  the  .schools  three  years  and  also 
served  on  the  Ihirleson  county  board  of  exam- 
iners during  that  pcrif>d.  In  iu<k'  he  was  presi- 
dent of  the  stare  hoard  of  e.xamincrs  and  he  is 
now  president  of  the  Northwest  Texas  Teach- 
ers' As.sociatioii.  -Cfn  lea\ing  Caldwell  Air.  Afa- 
lone  went  to  Durant,  Indian  Terriiorv,  for  a 
year  and,  in  1004.  took  cliarn-e  of  the  public 
schools  of  Piowie. 

In  addition  to  his  wemk  in  the  school  room 
he  has  conducted  summer  normals  at  Wolfe  t'itv, 
Lextiiard,  P^onharn,  Ladonia  and  Cameron.  Texas, 
and  has  .serv-ed  on  the  faculty  of  summer  iiorinals 
in  other  counties.  He  is  a gentleman  of  progres- 
sive and  advanced  ideas,  a strong  instructor  and 
liberal  toward  the  e.xpan<ling  tendencies  and  in- 
novations of  the  times. 

Febrnary  13,  i8<p.  Professor  Alalone  and  Aliss 
Rosa  Holt  w'cre  married  in'Dc]x>rt,  Texas,  Airs. 
Malone  is  a daughter  of  John  and  .Nancy  ( F)oz- 
ier)  Holt  who  came  to  the  state  from  Alis.souri. 
Mrs.  Alalone  wxas  born  in  Lamar  county,  Texas. 
January  25,  1871.  and  had  a sister,  Alollie.  who 
married  J,  E.  \N’ilson  and  died  in  ii/oi.  She 
had  a brother,  N.  L.,  practicing  medicine  in 
Lake  Charles,  Ivouisiana.  and  another  bother, 
( )llie.  of  I.aniar  count}. 

The  issue  of  the  marriage  of  Professor  and 
Airs.  Alalone  are ; .A.  • Tady.  Pauline  and  Edna 
Hazel.  In  fraternal  work  Professor  Alalone  has 
taken  the  chapter  degree  in  Alasonry,  is  an  (Add 
Fellow,  a Pythian  Knight  and  a WocKlman,  He 
is  active  in  (,'hri.stian  work,  is  a member  of  die 
Alissionary  Baptist  church  and  a deacon  of  the 
Povvie  congregation. 

AATLLIAAl  L.  SWEET,  one  of  the  uiosi 
[lojiular  and  best  known  citizens  of  Fort  Worth 
and  Tarrant  count}',  is  now  serving'  his  second 
tenn  as  couiUy  assessor,  an  office  whicii  he  has 
honored  by  his  conspicuous  u.sefiilness  in  the 
management  of  all  its  departments.  He  has 
spent  all  ITis  life  in  this  state,  having  been  born 
at  Prairie  Point  tnow  Rliome),  Wise  comity, 
-Aug-ust  IT,  1858.  His  parents  were  N.  L.  and 
Amanda  (Tolbert)  Sweet.  His  father,  a native 
of  New  A'ork  state,  accompanied  bis  parents  to 
Pike  county,  Illinois,  w here  he  w as  reared,  and 
in  1852  he  came  with  his  family  to  Wise  couutv. 
Texas,  lieing  one  of  the  fir.st  settlers  of  that 
count} , where  he  lit  ed  on  a farm  until  his  death, 
in  1871,  at  the  age  of  forty-eight  lears.  As  a 
])ionccr  he  confronted  the  hardships  of  life  in 
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a lu-'.v  C('>mur^■,  :ui<l  willi  his  neii;lihors  was  corii- 
pi'licd  tr.  sunYr  many  losses  const-quart  upon 
the  Indian  raid.s  st>  frequent  in  Wise  county  and 
I'icmit}  i'of  many  year,'  after  hi>  settlement 
tliere.  He  is  a well  remembered  figure  among 
the  old- timers  of  Wd.se  county  , 11  is  father  wa.r 

fom-cig!rt  liars  in'  age  wlien  he  died.  Mr. 
Sweet'*-  TuoiliCT.  who  wa.'  born  in  Pike  county, 
Missouri,  died  in  Tarrant  county  in  1882,  aged 
sixT\-five  \ears. 

TIk-  first  twenty  years  of  his  life  Mr.  Sweet 
spent  at  home,  gaining  his  early  education  and 
worldng  on  the  home  farm.  1 le  learned  the  barber 
trade,  and  becoming  proficient  in  thi,=  , for  twenty 
years  he  had  the  leailing  Viarher  busine.s.s  in  ,\rl- 
ington,  Tarrant  county.  His  personal  popularity 
brr.ugiit  Viini  a large  custom  and  likewise  en- 
larged his  accjuaimancc  to  such  an  e.xtent  that 
in  lime  lie  bcc.ame  a natural  choice  for  public 
office.  In  U’02  he  was  nominated  by  the  Demo- 
cratic party  for  the  -office  of  assessor,  was  elect- 
e*l,  and  in  tpoi  wa.s  re-elected.  His  administra- 
tion of  the  alTair.s  of  an  office  that  required  con- 
siderable skill  and  husin-ess  ability"  has  been  first- 
clas.s  and  .sali.s factory  in  every  respect,  denoting 
a tbc>ri,iugh  grasp  of  the  situation  so  far  as  the 
ta.xa!:>1e  ralue  of  the  property  in  Fort  Worth 
and  rarrant  county  is  concerned.  When  he 
entered  upon  Iti.s  ofnei:*.]  dtnics  the  value  of 
proiiertv  returner]  f*>r  a.sses<ment  in  tlie  county 
■e.as  twenty-two  million,*-,  and  lie  has  increased 
Ibi:-  t*'  oicr  thirtv-six  million  dollars. 

'!'h*'n;gti  lie  has  hitilt  a nice  residence  oropertv 
in  Fort  Worth,  Mr,  Sweet  still  retains  hi^  resi- 
dence an-rl  cilizcn.shii>  in  .Xrlingion,  from  -which 
town  he  evas  elected  to  office.  He  has  been  a 
Uii-mbcr  of  the  .Meiirodist  clvurcii  at  .\rIington 
fill"  twenty  years,  and  fraternaliy  has  affiliations 
witi’i  the  M.'isens.  Kniglits  of  P'cthias.  ^\’ofKln!c^ 
of  the  Werhi,  and  the  Improve*!  ( >rder  of  Red 
Men. 

Mr.  Sweet  was  married  at  Aiiiiigton  to  Miss 
I.anni  ].  .xo.-tli,  wlvi  was  lK>ni  in  the  state  of 
iVniiessee.  i'liey  have  sevi-n  cliildreu:  Edwin 
r . Reb-'i't  X.,  Mamie  S,,  l.aura  \ ..  lames  V\  . 
^wa'.  ne.  Xoali  Jack.-on  and  \\  illiairi  b,..  Tr.,  all  at 
h'cm.  Mr.  .''wcei  still  sO"n  complete  his  pub- 
lic dirties  anil  (lu-ucef^irth  will  ']ev<>ls  his  time 
m-.re  li  ain  duties,  a--  lii.--  home  is  more  dear  to 
hi';',  lhan  anviiiing  -el-e.  .\i!  ihe  cliildirai  are  in 
school  with  Ihe  e.xajilion  of  ,\oah  Jacl-.'on  ami 

U iliiain  I...  Jr. 

H \ \ I I t j.  1 1 El-I  K I ,\  ( j.  "I  Ik  enterpri>e  and 
prosj-eriiv  '-f  a communii  v dta-s  nC’t  depend  upon 
its  iustiliuions  or  its  machiners  of  gurernrnejit 
bn!  upon  the  emerpri.'-e,  ambituin  and  endeavor  <>t 


its  citi.ven.s,  and  the  real  founders  and  promot- 
ers C)f  ritv,  slate  and  nation  are  tliose;  wlto  an- 
faithful  in  tlu'  iierfonnance  >>1  every  duty  that 
■ levoh'es  ii])On  them  and  who  are  conliimally 
watchful  of  opportunitie.s  which  they  utilize  for 
the  jmblio  good  .as  well  as  for  iinhviilual  ac- 
com.]ilisliment.  \ \vc>rt!iy  reftresentative  of  thi.s 
das^  i.<f  men  i.s  David  T,  Herring,  prominently 
idemified  wilii  the  Inisines.s  life  of  Xocona  and 
also  with  its  i'>uhlic  intercst.s.  serving  as  mayor 
and  ju.stice  of  the  peace.  He  is  a dealer  in 
grain,  conducts  a fee-l  store,  a livert  stable  and 
a wagon  yard. 

\ native  of  .\rkan.sas.  Mr.  Herring  was  born 
in  Ttrew  county.  Ilecember  14.  1853.  He  was 
reared  to  farm  life,  liis  lalsors  in  the  fields  being 
alternated  with  attendance  at  the  common 
scliool.s.  His  ]>arents  were  M'illiarn  C.  and  Caro- 
line iMbichu;!  Herring,  who  i,\cre  married  in 
Alabama,  of  wliich  .'tate  the  mother  was  a na- 
tive. i he  father,  however,  was  born  in  Xorth 
C'ar'.'lina  and  was  a son  <t>f  Enoch  Herring,  also 
a native  of  iliat  .*-t:ile.  The  lust  named  removed 
to  .Arkansas  in  183S  and  was  a popular  jrlanta- 
tion  j’versccr  tluTe.  Me  had  a wide  and  favor- 
a!)!e  .acquaintance,  his  many  gr>od  qualities  mak- 
ing him  Itighly  respected,  and  he  died  in  .Ark- 
ansas at  the  ri]>e  old  age  of  nim'iy-si.x  year.'. 
pa.='.sing  away  prior  to  tlie  Ci*. il  war.  In  hi.; 
family  we  re  two  son.;,  AA'illiam  and  John,  and 
three  daughters. 

AA'illiam  C,  Herring,  was  reared  in  the  .state 
of  Itis  nativity,  was  married  in  .Alabama  and  sub- 
sequviitlv  removed  to  .Arkan.sas.  wliere  he  located 
about  1836.  Tltere  he  Tuircha.sed  land  and  im- 
proved a farm  where-on  lie  resided.  He  wa.s  en- 
gaga.i  as  .vcerseer  i.*f  |.>'lant"iuioiis  and  as  a slave 
dealer  and  he  eveutuallv  carried  0!i  e.xtensive 
fanning  interests  on  Iiis  own  account  and  owned 
a large  number  -ii  negroes.  Me  becann’  oiie  of 
the  promim-nt.  inrtuential  and  .sub.stantial  citi- 
zens of  lii.s  county  . His  political  ;illegi:mce  wa.s 
given  to  th*-  Ilemocracy  and  he  la'Dored  for  its 
succes.s  and  growth  but  never  .souglit  or  desired 
office  for  Tiimself,  He  wn.s  a consistent  niemher 
of  ilie  Christian  diurch  and  also  an  exemplary 
fcllowei"  of  the  Alasonic  fraternity.  He  died  in 
western  .Arkaivsa.s  in  'iKpj.  and  his  death  was  the 
occasion  Ilf  i.leep  and  widespread  regret  becau.se 
he  had  endeared  liim.self  to  hi,;  fellowmen  who 
recognized  his  integrity  anrl  honor  :iiid  hi.s  de- 
votion to  all  tiiat  is  commendable  in  life.  His 
wife  survived  him  f(ir  a niimher  of  years  and 
died  in  1882  at  the  age  of  six-ty-eight.  She  was 
a d.'iugliier  of  John  Richie,  of  Tnsfi  descent  and 
a rejircscntatii  e of  .an  honored  pioneer  family 
in  .Alaitama.  lUs  children  were  Edward,  a ship 
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builder;  John;  Mrs.  Caroline  Herriii;^ : Xaney: 
Elirabeth ; Eliza,  and  others  whose  naines  are 
not  remembered.  To  l\Ir.  and  Mrs.  W.  C.  Her- 
rins' were  born  eisht  children:  John  F..  who  died 
in  Mabama;  Stephen  ].,  who  folh.nv.s  farming; 
Elizabeth,  the  wife  of  C.  Pott.-» ; IVIargaret,  the 
wife  of  J.  R.  Potts;  C.  S.  and  E.  A...  l.K>th  of 
whom  follow  farming ; David  T. ; and  C.  B., 
who  is  also  a farmer, 

David  T.  Herring  was  reared  in  Arkansas  and 
remained  under  the  parental  roof  until  after  he 
had  attained  his  ntajority.  Subsequent  to  hi.s 
father’s  death  he  cared  for  Iiis  mother  in  her  de- 
clining years.  In  early  life  he  learned  the  black- 
smith’s trade,  which  he  followed  for  a number 
of  years,  and  he  remained  in  Ar'kansas  during 
hi.s  mother’s  life.  W’hile  he  was  living  there 
he  was  elected  by  his  fellosv  townsmen,  v\itliout 
his  knowlednc  or  consent,  to  the  ofiice  of  ju.stice 
of  the  peace.  He  then  ser\  ed  for  two  rears, 
proving  ca])al)le  and  faithful  in  the  iHscharge  of 
his  duties. 

In  June,  1882,  Mr.  Herring  teas  married  and 
the  following  year  removed  to  I'exas,  locating 
first  in  Red  River  county,  where  lie  engaged  in 
blacksniithing.  During  that  lime  he  read  medi 
cine  in  the  office  and  under  the  direction  of  J.  E. 
Swigley  and  practiced  with  him  for  a fc'.v  years. 
In  18^  he  removed  to  Montague  county  and 
located  northeast  of  Bowie,  wliere  he  engaged 
in  merchandising  and  in  the  ginning  business. 
He  spent  four  j’ears  there  and  was  fairly  suc- 
cessful. About  i8f;2  he  removed  to  Xocona, 
where  he  has  since  been  connecterl  witli  the 
grain  trade,  buying,  shipping  and  selling  grain, 
in  which  business  he  yet  continues.  He  has  done 
some  work  at  his  trade  here  and  he  also  opened 
a wagon  yard.  In  addition  to  this  he  i.s  con- 
ducting a livery  stable  and  running  a feed  store. 
Hi.s  various  imerests  still  claim  his  altention  and 
he  does  general  trading  as  well.  He  is  a man 
of  excellent  business  ability,  readily  recognizing 
and  utilizing  an  opportunity  and  his  pro.sperity 
is  due  to  his  well  directed  labors. 

Mr.  Herring  was  married  in  1882  to  Miss 
Emma  J.  Rollins,  who  was  born  in  Mississippi, 
in  i860,  her  piarents  being  W.  R..  and  Mary  J. 
(Dickens)  Rollins,  who  were  likewise  natives 
of  Mississippi.  Her  father  was  a prominent  and 
popular  physician  and  surgeon  and  acted  a.s  sur- 
geon in  the  Confederate  army.  Following  the 
close  of  the  war  he  removed  to  Texas  and  died 
in  Red  River  county  in  1895.  He  ■was  an  active 
business  man,  well  equipped  for  the  practice  of 
medicine,  possessing  a very  retentive  memory 
and  maintaining  a high  standard  of  ethics.  His 
genuine  worth  commanded  the  confidence  and 
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respect  of  all  vAio  canic  in  coutrict  with  him  and 
he  continued  in  active  practice  duriu.g  his  busi- 
ness life,  his  labor.t  proving  of  much  value  to 
his  fellowmen.  His  wife  died  in  1888.  Site, 
was  a consistent  and  evorthy  member  of  the 
Methodist  church  and  a lady  in  whose  life  wa.s 
exemplified  the  true  spirit  of  Christianity  arY 
helpfulness.  In  their  family  were  eight  chil- 
dren; James  and  William,  yvho  follow  farming; 
John  W..  a practicing  jihvsician;  Mary,  the  wife 
of  J.  B.  Stevens ; Alice,  the  wife  of  J.  W.  Knight; 
Emma  J..  now  IMrs.  Herring;  Marth.i.  tiie  ivife 
of  IT.  Roger.s : anil  Dora,  the  wife  c-f  J.  W.  Caton, 
an  attorney  at  law. 

To  Mr,  and  Mrs.  Herring  iiave  been  born 
five  children:  David  E.,  v, ho  was  lii.ru  Xovwn- 
ber  10.  1885.  and  is  now  assisting  his  fattier; 
Eva  P.,  horn  March  ,t.t,  \ cnia  T,.  born 

March  30,  iSytr  : ami  A.ulira  and  .Andra.  twins, 
born  Sept  ember  7.  i8''i6. 

Air.  and  Airs.  Herring  hold  iiuaiiliersliip  in 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  church,  are  interested 
in  it.s  work  and  contribute  generously  to  its  sup- 
port. In  political  affairs  Mr.  Herring  has  lieen 
\ erv  prominent  } el  he  i.s  nor  a politician  in  rhe 
sen.'.e  of  office  seeking.  Vcithout  his  solicitation 
lie  was  elected  ju.stice  of  tlic  peace  b}  liis  fellow 
townsmen,  'who  recognize  his  wc>rth  and  ahiiitv 
and  his  patriotic  devotion  to  the  general  good. 
He  was  clecteil  i’-:>r  a secemd  ten'ii  au'i  is  now 
discharging  tlie  dutie.s  of  the  office  and  is  like- 
wise inavor  of  .Xocona.  He  has  always  been  a 
■member  of  the  city  council  and  in  fither  ivisitions 
to  which  he  has  been  called  Ire  has  been  faitli- 
ful  and  loyal  to  the  rrust  reposed  in  hmi  and 
has  done  evcryiliing  in  his  porver  to  promote 
public  progre.ss  along  lines  of  substantial  and 
permanent  imjirovement.  He  is  an  exei:ij>lar-v 
member  of  the  Ala.sonic  fraternity,  in  which  he 
lias  filled  all  of  the  chairs  and  he  likewise  hoid.s 
membership  relations  with  the  Maccabees  and 
the  ^Voodnlen  of  tire  World. 

MASOX  CLEVEL.AXD.  The  bar  of  John- 
son counfv  has  iiceii  recognized  for  its  eminent 
ability  many  years,  some  of  tiie  iciost  distin- 
guished lawyers  of  the  state  ha'viiig  felt  honored 
to  he  considered  in  its  nienibership.  Among  its 
younger  members  at  the  present  time,  as  one 
who  lias  already  made  a creditable  place  in  the 
various  departments  of  his  pn.'fession,  Mr.  Afa- 
sem  Cleveland  has  sirecial  di.stincrion  as  tiie  in- 
cumhetit  of  the  office  of  county  and  district  at- 
torney, 

A native  of  .Angelina  county,  Texas,  wliere  he 
was  born,  ATarch  ,'^t,  1871,  he  is  a son  cd  AVilliam 
and  (Hollingsworth)  Cleveland.  His  father. 
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iii.rn  111  rui'i  reared  in  came 

to  Tc.xas  ill  1871.  .and  after  a iirief  location  in 
'uiii'tlina  cour.tv.  duriiiij:  \iliich  Mason  was  horn, 
he  removcl  in  187J  with  lii,-  lamih  u>  [!.>;sjue 
Co'univ.  !•  .Carina:  at  Kimliall.  His  father  h.i'  feil- 
lowed  jIu:  hlaeksinilh  trade  niO'l  of  his  life,  hav- 
ing' iearm  1 it  nheii  }“ung-.  I’.oth  ]>areiits  still 
live  in  llosrjtu  county. 

Mr.  t u ielaiui  oLtaiiied  his  carh  education  In 
attendina  tin-  schools  of  Kiinl.all.  ainl  it.  .k  up  the 
siude  c>t  la.M  in  ths  otFci;  of  Poindexter  ,ind 
I'adelforel,  rif  (,'lchunu-.  one  i.i’  the  most  jn\nni- 
luiil  k'a'al  rirnis  ami  li.etinar  one  oi  the  most 

extensive  law  lihraries  in  'I  exas.  This  firm  has 
been  llie  .seliool  of  instruciion  anrl  practical 

iireparaiion  for  several  y<>iino'  men  w lio  are  mak- 
ing their  mark  in  the  law.  Mr.  tlcv  eland 

vea-  adnhifed  to  the  bar  in  i8ps.  while 

serving  a ivrin  as  iii-tice  c>f  the  peace,  an 
olnce  to  which  he  Itad  been  elected  some  time 
prtviously.  It  was  only  a .sliort  time  after  he 
beg.'in  his  praclice  in  t'ieburne  before  he  vva.s 
making  .a  distinct  success,  with  a very  gratifying 
legal  clientage.  He  became  a caiultdate  for 

countv  atiornev  in  ipoa.  was  cleeretl  by  a hamT 
sume  majority,  being  re-elccttd  in  lfK>4  williout 
ojiposition.  He  i.s  j>r<isecuting  attorney  for  both 
tile  county  and  district  c.ouris,  and  during  his 
term  of  otfu'e  has  made  the  very  successful  rec- 
ord of  having  convicted  more  criminals  than 
an\  ]ireceding  coniny  attorney  in  the  same  length 
<u’  lime.  A voiiiig  man  of  force  and  energy,  oi 
open,  frank  manner,  and  .as  a sj.eaker  possessing 
a iieculiar  magneiiwn  that  appeals  to  the  jury,  he 
ha-  f.'-nnd  in  tiie  lav,  an  invitin.g  field  for  his  tal- 
ent' and  is  rapidly  anaining  the  success  to  which 
he  s entitled.  His  ])recepior.  Juiige  Padelford. 
jiav.s  hiim  a Itigli  tribute  as  a man  of  the  most 
si,  rl:ng  w firth  arid  elta racier  and  of  ilie  finest 
(iiialities  for  a lawyer. 

l ire  fanrdv  ■>i  Mr.  t,  Icvcland  ci.nsnst.s  of  him- 
self and  wife  and  liille  daughter.  Mary.  Before 
her  marriage  Mrs.  (dev eland  was  .Miss  Moreitce 
Martin,  daughter  <'f  the  late  John  Frank  Alar- 
tin.  one  !if  tile  bc.st  kn..nvn  and  tiiost  honi.ired 
charactf  rs  m Johnson  county.  Air.  t Icvcland 
served  as  altknnan  (,>f  ( lelHinie  one  term.  He 
is  a ilitice  past  master  in  the  blue  lodge  of  the 
Masons  in  ( leburnc.  and  also  aftibates  with  the 
ehajncr  and  comnifindcry.  lie  has  becii  an  elder 
in  tie  <:  uinberlan. j Presb', teriaii  church  .since 

i8(ys, 

HR.  Mll.U.vM  ERXEST  CHJL'n.lX.  phy- 
sicniii  ami  surgeon  i.f  Fort  Worth,  who.  .'incc- 
I<)C>5  has  iH'f-n  dcmon.strau.r  of  anatotny  and 
leclurer  on  .anatomy  in  the  medical  dejvartmenr 


of  hurt  Worth  University,  is  a native  son  of 
Texas,  his  liirth  having  occurrefi  in  Comanche 
county  in  1877.  His  parents  were  T.  \V.  and 
Alary  Iillizabeth  (Hatcher)  Chilton.  His  father 
wa.s  hcirn  in  Tennessee,  but  has  s'pent  most  of 
liis  life  in  Texas,  .ami  ft.r  many  years  was  actively 
engage-i  in  merchandisin.g  ami  i.s  still  identified 
with  niercantik  interests,  making  hi.s  home  in 
Fort  W Mrth.  to  which  city  he  removed  several 
vear.s  ago. 

Idr.  Uhiitfin  acquired  his  early  educatiiin  in 
the  public  schools  of  this  city,  attemled  the  high 
sclioi.'l  liere  and  studietl  further  at  Bethel  Col- 
lege in  Hns.scllville,  Keiituckv.  His  literary 
course  iiciiig  completed  he  matriculated  in  tlie 
medical  vlepartmeiU  of  the  Io>rt  Worth  Uni- 
versity. from  which  he  was  graduated  in  the 
class  of  l<)00.  For  aliout  two  years  he  wa.s  in- 
terne in  St.  Jc-.seph’s  Infirmary  at  Fort  W’orth 
and  attending  surgeon  for  that  in.siilution.  He 
then  heeanie  a.ssi.stUTSl  If)  Dr.  Bacon  Saunders 
in  (he  SaiimK-rs  tiiiilding,  in  which  lie  has  an 
office  for  his  jtrivate  practice  as  a physician  and 
surgeon.  He  has  been  accorded  a liberal  patron- 
age ami  a.s  slalcil  he  has  been  demonstrator  of 
anatomy  and  lecturer  on  that  subject  in  the 
nicflical  department  of  the  Fort  Worth  Univer- 
sity since  tool.  He  helongs  to  tlie  Tarrant 
eoumy , Xorlli  'I'exas  and  State  Aleilical  .Associa- 
tions and  also  to  the  American  Alcdicai  Society, 
while  his  fraternal  relations  are  with  the  .Kappa 
Sigma. 

jUDGK  jOHX  W.  at: ALE,  the  acknowl- 
edged kader  of  the  .Amarillo  bar,  has  lieen  en- 
gaged in  active  practice  in  this  city  .since  1892 
aiifl  has  cxteudeii  his  work  and  influence  I'jrcuy 
much  over  the  r.'uihandle  country.  Judge  A eale 
probably  inherited  his  taste  lt>r  law  from  his 
father,  who  was  for  many  years  a prominent 
jurist  of  the  state,  hut  anyhow  tlie  judge  ha.s 
made  a remarkable  success  in  his  jirofe.ssion  and 
befiire  reaeliing  middle  life  has  found  himself 
in  tlu>  ])ossession  of  a large  and  lucrative 
clientage  in  a j.iursuii  wlicrc  success  is  won  only 
liy  tihility  .and  high  qualities  of  porsoiial  cliaraeter. 

Judge  A’e.aie  was  born  in  Hill  county,  this 
state,  .August  lO,  i.SfAg,  Iteiiig  a son  of  AA  illiam 
and  l.avinia  (Ifardinl  ATale,  llis  father  was 
a Teimesseean  by  birth  and  rearing,  ainl  he 
.started  out  in  life  tci  make  his  livelihood  by 
farming.  He  came  to  Texas  and  seUlevl  in  Hill 
rinmty  in  1852.  IK  had  previously  stm.lied  law, 
and  ill  1853  was  admitted  to  the  liar  of  Hill 
county,  in  which  a-unty  he  also  owned  and  con- 
'.lueted  ,'i  farm.  He  was  engaged  in  ])ractice  in 
ilili  county  until  1805,  and  then  brought  his 
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iamilv  to  Palo  I’iiiii'  county  and  c^t.'ll>li^ht'd  hi^ 
law  office  in  Palo  Piut'>,  the  county  seat.  In  iSyti 
he  moved  U>  itreckenrids^'c,  in  Stfj'hens  county, 
and  lived  there  until  iS<;8,  when  he  moved  hack 
to  Palo  ]*into.  where  his  death  occurred  in  the 
follovi’ing  vear.  tic  had  iwacticed  law  continu- 
ouslv  since  his  admission  lo  the  har.  n>r  ne.arlt 
half  a century,  and  was  n well  kiiovcn  ami  vcr_\ 
.able  lawyer. 

JiKl.t^e  X'etde's  mother  had  the  distinction  ed' 
haviu'j  livcil  in  three  n'jiiiblic.s  .and  under  four 
national  tlags.  She  wti.s  horn  in  1833.  in  the 
taiiKHis  old  town  of  Xac(igdoches  wliich  figures 
s(,i  proniintnih  in  tlie  historv  t>f  this  state  a.s 
one  of  the  oldest  towns  in  Texas.  Texas  at  that 
time  acknowledged  the  sovereignt}  of  the  re 
(lul.ilic  of  Mexico,  hut  w hen  .she  wa.s  three  t ears 
old  the  Republic  of  Texas  came  intc'  e-\istcncc. 
an<l  shtr  later  .saw  Te.xas  as  a stale  of  the  l/nion 
and  as  a meniher  <ii  the  ( "onferleracc.  Site  died 
in  the  .spring  of  l<i04. 

As  a boy  Judgt  \ eale  was  reared  at  Palo 
PiiiUi  and  Preckenridge.  and  receive.!  a good 
public  schocil  education,  tf.ll.wved  by  a two-years' 
ci.iurse  :it  the  Texas  .Militart  Tn.stimte  at  .Austin. 
He  was  not  limg  in  making  up  hi.s  mitid  tliat  the 
profession  of  knv  sho.uld  he  his  life  work,  and 
during  the  years  18K4-83  he  ,stu<lie<i  in  his  fath- 
er’s office.  In  the  latter  tear  he  was  admitted 
to  practice  in  Stephens  eonntv  by  Judge  T,  B. 
Wheeler,  and  for  the  tfillowing  seven  tears  he 
was  engaged  in  active  practice  in  Sicfiluns  coun- 
tv, In  i8<)2  he  moved  to  Amarillo  and  has 
since  been  identified  vvitli  the  legal  interests  of 
this  cite  and  the  surrounding  country.  His  large 
genera!  ]iractice  extends  over  twtnt}  counties, 
and  his  ability  as  a lawyer  and  his  personal  e.x- 
cellencc.s  have  made  him  in  every  sense  a leader 
of  hi.s  [irotession  in  Xnrthwesl  Texas. 

Judge  \Tale  is  a prominent  .Masem  and  has 
attained  the  Rotal  Arch  degrees.  In  religion  he 
is  a member  of  the  Baptist  ehuich,  while  his 
wife's  a.ssociations  are  with  the  Alethodists,  He 
has  a licautiful  home  in  the  south  part  of  .Vma- 
rillo.  on  East  Twelfth  street.  The  grounds  about 
his  residence  conqirise  three-fitunlis  of  an  acre 
and  tlierc  is  a nice  orchard,  anil  everything  seems 
comfortable  and  cosy.  Judge  \’eale  wa.s  mar- 
ried at  Cisco,  Texas,  to  Miss  Alodena  ll.iilc}  , a 
daughter  of  Rev.  K.  Bailey,  one  of  the  pre- 
siding elders  of  the  Methodist  church  in  Texas. 
They  have  tliree  children;  Lottie,  Liicile  and 
Charles  IT. 

J.VAIES  Q.  MORRTSOX,  late  of  Wuchita 
Falls,  vvho  occupied  the  responsible  po.sition  of 
traveling  freight  agent  for  the  Missouri.  Kansas 
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and  I'exas  Railroad,  at  Wichita  Falls,  where 
he  resided  since  1884,  ''''•1*  ^ nnich-esti'erned  citi- 
zen anti  made  liirnself  a factor  of  much  imluencc 
arxl  Worth  in  the  citt'  and  siirioimding  country, 
lie  w.as  in  differem  cap;icitic>  identified  wiili 
railroad  busine,ss  ditring  tlie  last  forty  years  of 
his  life,  and  his  executive  abilities  enabled  him 
to  give  good  account  of  him.-’clf  under  all 
circumstances  and  advaitced  him  to  a place  <d 
much  iinportancc  in  that  dep.irtment  of  enter 
pri.se.  He  likewise  rivoved  iii^  Wi.rth  in  civic 
affairs,  and  a,-'  a loval  >oii  of  the  south  gave 
fotir  vertrs  and  Iwentv  slays  of  servis'e  in  the 
Confederate  oau.se,  nius,h  of  tbs-  time  as,  a c>>m- 
missioned  officer  leading  his  vompanv  in  b.ittle. 

Air.  Alorrisoji  was  horn  near  Selma,  in  Dallas 
C'>imty,  ..'\laliama,  in  .Augn.st.  1835.  being  a son 
of  ^Villiam  .Xlli.son  and  Mart  ElHzti  (liilmrr) 
Alorri.son,  the  family  on  holh  sidts  being  south- 
ern, His  f.ather  was  born  m North  Carolina  in 
1813,  was  rearC'l  in  .\labama.  and  in  the  lattei 
pan  of  1835.  when  hi.s  -rm  James  (J.  wa;s  in 
infancy,  moved  to  Al iS'is.Mpjii.  Iieiiig  a fanner 
near  AA’ater  \ aliev  until  his  death,  which  oc- 
curreil  in  i88.;>.  His  wife  was  horn  in  .8011111 
Carolina,  also  in  1813.  and  she  died  in  Alissis- 
sippii  in  1872. 

Mr.  Alornson  was  reared  on  his  f;ither's  ftirm 
near  Vv'ater  \ allev , acijuiring  his  education  at 
home  and  in  the  schools  of  that  neighborhood, 
,\s  soon  as  lie  was  old  enough  he  went  to  farm- 
ing on  his  own  account,  and  for  some  years  he- 
fore  the  war  was  .successfully  engaged  in  this 
occupation.  Previous  to  the  outbreak  of  the 
rebellion  he  was  lieutenant  colonel  oi  tl:ie  militia 
of  his  county.  He  was  a W hig  in  p'.litical  senti- 
ment and  favorer!  .^tejiheii  A.  l,>oug!a:s  for  presi- 
.lent,  hut  when  secession  and  w;ir  became  inevit- 
able he  declared  for  his  lionie  and  the  sunny 
south.  He  eiilistfil  at  Water  A’alie\'.  .\pni  23.  • 
i8hi,  in  C om[iam  F.  Fifteenth  A'is.sissipiii  In- 
faiury.  He  was  first  orderly  -(rgeatit,  was  later 
promoted  to  llie  comm.and  of  his  onipant . and 
m one  battle,  when  all  his  superiors  had  been 
killed  or  di.stililed.  he  W'a,-  in  conimand  of  the 
regiment.  Hi'  first  -ven  ice  was  in  Kentucky, 
and  h.e  saw  some  rough  warfare  at  Barboursvillc 
and  other  places  in  the  state,  receiving  -oine  l>ul- 
let  womiris  at  Fishing  Cieek.  Januart  10.  1802. 
He  was  also  seruutsh  woundoi  at  Sliiiish.  I Us 
sen  ice  extcilik-d  dow  n into  the  states  of  Fen- 
iiessee,  Alississipiti,  i.ouisiaua  and  .Alabama;  he 
was  in  the  battle  of  Resaca  and  at  the  siege  and 
fall  of  .Atlanta;  he  was  then  iu  Hoodfs  arm\  on 
tile  movement  h.ick  west,  participaiiug  at  Fr.ank- 
lin  ainl  Nashville;  after  the  latter  battle  his  regi- 
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mem  'Aeiil  lo  Xortli  Can^luia,  an>l  ilie  final  -.nr- 
rf  n<!cr  ocnirrcil  at  t "ireensboro  of  iliat;  stale. 

Foiknvir-j.j'  tli(  conclusioti  '"if  peace,  he  was  for 
a time  <uccc'-siully  eviga^ed  in  ihc  mercantile 
hu>.iucs,s  ;a  \\  ater  \'alh  v,  I 'or  the  next  seveii- 
veen  ears  he  v.'as  in  the  railnjatl  huMiiess  m ith 
headquarters  at  W ater  S .tile) . His  first  con- 
neeiic)!!  \siili  railroacline'  was  with  the  oM  iMis- 
sissippi  Centra!  hen  to  it  l iccame  a part  of  tin; 
Illinois  Central,  He  (.cci!])ieil  various  jsosttic'ns, 
startinjr  in  tlie  enwineeritij.;'  deparliuent  as  a 
etrafisman,  later  etas  ilivisic-n  purchasing'  agent, 
roaehnasitr,  au<I  general  ctiii.striiction  man,  also 
heing  agent  for  a time.  He  had  charge  of  the 
coii.'.miction  ilept-.runent  on  inV  divisiciii  at  the 
lime  the  gtuige  of  the  eTiiire  roarl.  from  Cairo  O' 
Xew  < >rleans,  was  change’ll  to  conform  to  tlu- 
gaiige  i.'f  the  Illinois  Central,  which  undertaking 
was  accornpli.died  through(>ui  in  the  phenomeii.al 
shiirr  space  of  .seven  hoiir.s.  and  with  very  little 
inleiTupiion  to  traffic. 

M.r.  Morrison  and  his  fairiily  sttirled  vi  test  to 
California  in  iS8.|  in  order  to  fnul  a climate 
more  favorable  to  his  health,  lie  stopped  off  at 
Wichita  Falls,  \v.is  pleased  with  the  country  from 
every  point  ■ >f  view . and  lived  here  to  his  deatli. 
During  the  year  he  was  appointed  agent 

-■f  the  Fon  Worth  and  I •^■n^■er  Railroad  at  this 
I'oint.  wlrich  pr/sitkm  he  occupied  for  si.x  years. 
With  ^\’ichita  Falls  as  hi>  heaikjuarters.  he  was 
thert  traveling  freight  and  passenger  agent  for 
the  same  road,  and  for  sever.al  years  before  liis 
ileath  traveling  freight  and  comniercial  agent 
for  the  M.  K.  & T,  roa<I,  retaining  his  residence 
and  headnuarters  in  Wichita  Falls, 

i\Ir.  .Morrison's  first  wife,  to  v.hf>rn  he  was 
tnarried  in  Alissi'sippi,  vtas  Miss  Eliza  A.  Mat- 
thews. a ntitive  of  tliat  state.  She  died  in  Water 
Valiev  in  187.).,  atid  he  was  married  tliere  to 
. his  present  wife,  formerly  Mrs.  Mary  J.  (Good- 
win i Reese,  in  1870.  There  are  three  children: 
1 hurston  A.  .Morrison,  of  Dallas,  Te:xas;  Sam 
■jd  Elhert  Morrison.  wh<)  i>  in  Imsiness  at  Fort 
W('rih;  and  Mrs.  Lola  Kelly. 

Mr,  Morrison  was  a Kniglil  Tentf.lar  Ma.son. 
He  was  elected  mayor  of  W’ichita  Falls  iti  i8ci2, 
au-i  had  also  served  a.s  mayor  of  W.atcr  X’allcy. 
Tie  made  the  irjtere.sts  of  iiis  ciry  his  own,  and 
through  his  Vntsiness  connections  and  hv  persorui! 
effort  often  enhanced  the  welfare  of  \\'icliita 
Fail.-,.  He  died  .\iign.'t  31.  hk>5.  respected  lyv 
;d!  vvl'io  knew  him.  lUrs.  Murri.son  hv  j'ur  first 
htishand  h.'vd  six  chiklrt  n : Susan,  now  IMr.s,  ?\lc- 
Farland  oi  I’auF  \ .'illev,  Indian  Terrilorv:  Em- 
ma, .Mrs.  i’lland  <..f  la. vier.  Missouri:  Dixie  Reese, 
td  Ihnningliam,  \lahaina:  l-.'.phraim  Ree.se.  of 

llridgeport.  Texas:  Thomas.  Keese.  of  M icltiia 


Falls,  a.ssislant  cashier  of  the  City  X’ational 
Hank, 

J.AcTlIl  M,  B,\CK,  Since  the  admis.sion  of 
T’e.xa.s  into  the  L’nion  of  states  the  family  of 
which  Jacob  .M.  Rack  i.s  a representative  has  been 
imluential  in  it?,  development  and  gradually  in- 
creasing pros]>erity  . He  was  born  on  his  father’s 
farm  near  IMansfield,  Tarrant  county,  IMarch  9. 
i8k>i.  being  a son  of  IMajor  Jacob  and  XMney 
CNIurphvI  Rack.  From  his  native  state  of  Ken- 
tucky Major  Back  came  to  Tcxa.s  in  1843. 
two  years  later,  in  1S45.  took  up  liis  .abode  witli- 
in  the  Itorders  of  Tarrant  county,  three  miles 
from  llic  city  cif  iMansfidd.  lie  was  thus  num- 
bered amving  its  very  earliest  settlers,  dating  his 
arriv.'il  !iere  jii.->t  three  days  too  late  to  secure 
-ix  hundred  and  ferny  acres  of  pre-emption  land. 
He,  however,  secured  three  hundred  and  twenty 
;icres.  Throughout  the  intervening  iveriod  of  his 
life  his  name  was  indissoliibiy  coniiecled  with  its 
annals.  His  life  occupation  was  tlie  tilling  of  thc 
sciil,  and  he  continued  to  re.-ide  on  his  old  home- 
stead near  IMansfield  until  his  lifets  lahor.s  were 
ended  in  deatli.  August  6.  i8Si.  iM.ajor  Flack 
served  as  a soldier  in  the  Confederate  army  dur- 
ing the  Civil  war,  eiiH.sting  at  iMan.sfieki  as  a 
mcinlicr  of  Colotid  Darncirs  Regimetil.  and 
served  tliroughout  the  entire  .struggle  with  dis- 
linctii.'ii.  He  i.s  well  renicinbered  by  all  the  old 
soldiers  and  (ufficers  of  this  section  of  the  state. 
He  was  also  one  of  the  early  officcr.s  of  the  coun- 
ty, h.avtng  liekl  the  office.s  of  justice  of  the  peace, 
dejiiity  sheriff  and  many  others  of  trust  and  im- 
yrortanee. 

Jacob  i\I,  Rack,  a son  of  this  worthy  old  'I'ex- 
ati  pioneer,  spent  tlie  period  of  his  Ivoyltood  and 
youth  on  tlie  old  home  farm,  receiving  hi.s  edu- 
cational training  at  .Mansfield,  and  after  enter- 
ing upon  his  hu.sine.ss  career  he  became  e.xten- 
sively  engaged  in  the  live  stock  business  in  con- 
nection with  his  farming  interests.  lie  buys  and 
^liijis  all  kinds  to'  live  stock,  but  makes  a .special- 
tv  of  hogs,  of  which  he  is  the  most  cxleinsive  deal- 
er in  Tarrant  coumy.  His  farm  is  loc.ated  five 
miles  east  of  Mansfield,  and  consists  of  one  hun- 
dred and  seventy  acres  of  rich  and  productive 
land,  iiarlv  in  the  year  u'to.;  Mr,  Rack  em- 
barked in  tlie  mercantile  bu.siness  in  iMansficld, 
esiak'h'hing  the  firm  of  .Rack  & .McLean,  hard- 
ware and  iniplcmcnl  dctilers,  and  since  1894  has 
mainiaiiied  his  residence  in  the,  city  and  devote.s 
his  attention  to  his  large  and  constantly  increa.s- 
ing  business,  although  he  .still  retains  his  farming 
and  stock-raising  interests.  He  is  a very’  suc- 
rcssful  bu.siness  man,  and  has  pro.spercd  in  his 
va^i^lu.^  financial  undertakings. 
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Mr.  Rack  married  Mis.s  Alida  r\Itiiisey,  a native 
daughter  of  Illinois,  but  reared  in  I'exas.  and 
tliev  have  three  cliildren — Claude  \ ..  Col  and 
Nannie  Lu.  In  his  fraternal  relations  Mr.  Rack 
is  pa.st  master  of  Mansfield  Blue  Lodcre,  A.  F.  & 
.A,  -M..  Xu.  and  a Riiyal  ,\rrh  Mason. 

CHRlSTi-.\-V  IT  BOEDEKFiR.  That  man 
whose  voiith  was  hampered  by  unfavorable  en- 
vironment and  yet  wins  ever)  engagement  in 
his  battle  of  life  with  the  nation's  indii'.tries  pos- 
sesses a genius  for  human  alTairs.  Xatuve  so 
endowed  him  in  compensation  for  his  misfor- 
tunes in  childhood  and  her  guaniian  eye  shapes 
his  course  and  guard.s  his  destiny  like  a sentinel 
at  his  post.  To  be  or])haned  in  infancy,  to  be 
separated  from  the  rnatenuil  fireside  in  early 
youth  and  to  cross,  alone,  the  briny  deep  separat- 
ing two  continents  and  to  take  one’s  station  in 
the  ranks  of  labor,  amid  new  scenes  and  in  a 
netv  world,  requires  a rare  huin.an  courage,  but 
to  pass  creditably  through  successive  stages  of 
indu.stry,  to  enter  commerce  and  win  confidence 
and  position  in  its  domain,  and  to  maintain  a 
social  and  civil  standing  obsenring  all  bis  other 
achievements,  displays  talent  akin  to  genius  and 
cap-sheafs  one’s  career  and  gives  to  his  life  the 
glittering  crown  of  public  approval. 

The  history  of  the  frontier  settlements  of  the 
west  is  spiced  with  instances  of  rare  human 
achievement  worked  out  in  the  course  of  years 
by  persons  whose  early  lives  were  without  prom- 
ise and  whose  destiny  seemed  that  of  a humble 
citizen  in  one  of  life’s  iionored  vocations.  Thou- 
sands of  young  men  have  made  fortunes  in  the 
west  and  multitttdes  of  them  have  won  fame  and 
fortune  in  Texas,  hut  it  remain.s  for  Alontagtte 
county,  in  the  person  of  Christian  H.  Boedeker, 
of  Bowie,  to  provide  its  posterity  with  a life  so 
hampered  in  childhood,  so  circumscribed  in 
youth,  so  ordinary  in  early  manhood  and  so  filled 
w’ith  material,  civil  and  spiritual  successes  in 
middle  life  as  to  he  without  accurate  parallel  in 
the  annals  of  our  day. 

In  the  Privince  of  Westphalia,  in  the  village 
of  Buende.  Christian  II.  Boedeker  was  born  on 
the  lwciUy-,sccond  of  January,  1852.  Fred  Boed- 
eker, a blacksmith,  was  his  father  and  Julia  Well- 
man was  his  mother.  In  1857  the  father  died  and 
the  rearing  of  his  three  sons,  and  their  projier 
training,  fell  to  their  mother  and  a stepfather. 
Chri.stian  H..  the  oldest,  came  to  the  United 
States  in  1867  and  Gustav  and  Fred  followed 
later  on.  Gustav  is  a machinist  residing  in  St. 
Louis  and  Fred  owns  a confectionery  and  cold- 
storage  business  in  Dallas,  Texas. 


'File  compulsory  education  laws  of  tlie  German 
Empire  guarantee  the  education  of  the  _vouib  up 
to  the  age  cT  fourteen  and  it  svas  the  province  of 
Christian  Boeikker  to  become  a blacksmitITs 
,a[)prentice.  From  his  stepfather  he  gained  that 
knowledge  of  rite  trade  which  assured  his  suc- 
cess ;it  tlie  forge  and  when  lie  landed  a(  Castle 
Garden,  Xew  York,  u wa.s  in  compliance  with 
the  urgent  invitation  ‘>i  an  uticle  to  cast  his  lot 
willi  .Americans  where  the  door  of  i>p}K>rtunitv 
stood  wide  Ojicn  to  tlie  .sincere  and  industrious 
vomh.  His  first  emplot  er  was  iUr.  Burch,  a car- 
riage-maker in  .8t.  Louis,  Alissoini.  in  whose 
factory  he  remained  four  yeai  s.  . Two  vears 
mC’rc  were  passed  in  other  factories  in  that  citv 
before  he  abandoned  his  tratic  for  the  alluring 
promises  of  farm  life  on  the  Texas  frontier.  The 
few  hundred  dollars  he  had  amassed  from  his 
wages  as  a mechanic  lie  invested  in  a farm  ten 
miles  west  of  Gainesville  and  entered  the  new 
and  untried  domain  of  agriculture. 

As  a farmer  Mr.  Boedeker’.s  maiden  efforts 
were  without  encouraging  results.  But  when 
he  paid  less  attention  to  cotton  and  more  to  cat- 
tle the  smiles  of  fortune  came  his  W'ay.  Fdesiring 
a wider  and  freer  range  he  bremght  his  stock 
to  Alontague  county  in  1878  and  purchased  a 
tract  of  grass  land  six  miles  west  of  where 
Bownc  was  afterward  founded.  Salem  was  a 
postoffice  and  store  nearest  to  him  and  for  twelve 
years  his  succcs.sful  identity  evith  the  stock  hitsi 
ness  was  a matter  of  common  re]virt.  As  he 
prospered  he  extended  his  landed  domain,  and 
two  thousand  acres  of  farming  lands  are  now- 
listed  to  him  in  Alontague  county.  .Although  he 
has  abandoned  the  active  supervision  of  his  ag- 
ricultural inlcre.sts.  or  that  of  his  stock,  lie  keeps 
in  touch  with  them  both  and  it  furnishe.s  him 
with  a pleasant  diversion  from  the  inuliifarious 
and  w'earing  duties  claiming  liis  attention  .at  the 
hank. 

With  the  growth  of  .Mr.  Boedeker’s  grazing 
and  agricultural  interests  came  the  positive  evi- 
dences of  his  commercial  genius.  He  became  in- 
terested in  hanking  and  his  rare  grace  of  man- 
ner and  business  acumen,  coupled  with  his 
equable  lemperanicnl  and  recognized  mental  bal- 
ance. suggested  his  selection  for  an  officer  of 
the  Citv  .XHtional  Bank.  Fie  moved  to  Bowie 
in  i8qo  and  took  the  place  of  assistant  to  Cashier 
Wade  .Atkins  and  was  made  cashier  t\heri  Mr. 
.Atkins  was  promoted.  Jamiary  i.  1903.  the  di- 
rector! elected  him  nresidenl  of  the  bank  and 
for  more  than  two  years  the  hank’s  grov\  th  and 
its  good  name  have  lain  nearest  to  his  heart. 

AVhile  not  a politician,  .and  r et  in  politics.  Mr. 
Boedeker  disclaims  anv  thought  of  personal  ad- 
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\;iiu£ge  fr>!ni  llio  public  exprc‘-Moii  nf  his  iirig'li- 
liors  which  made  him  uiaynr  uf  their  cit} . He 
was  (lectcd  in  and  a^'^ain  in  I'lCp?  and 

as  chie  f e.xecativt  of  Uewie  his  aim  an<l  (lesirc. 
has  been  to  inrpn've  ami  .siren"thtn  its  [thysica! 
.and  fmaiiciai  csiiiditiuii.  Vfter  his  two  terin.s 
m oflice  the  streets  are  in  C'rder.  the  water  serv- 
ice shews  vast  improvement,  the  fire  de[)an- 
rnent  Itas  become  elticieiit  and  cil'.  .senp  has 
passed  from  a disctnim  of  sevenl;> -five  p(.  r cciU 
to  ji.'ir.  As  an  additional  ciidence  «.f  his  sin- 
cere  inu  resi  in  his  t'wvn  he  has  aided  in  and 
eiu:Ourat;ed  the  e-rganiz.-itioii  of  a ciniipaiiy  t" 
build  the  ( )klalioma  and  Texas  Railway,  project- 
ed  from  .\ocona  ui  Howie,  of  v\hich  coinp.iny  he 
is  rrca.surer. 

iaiuian'  1.801.  Christian  I f.  rioedekcr  and 
Mi'S  Kate  I>ielz  were  marru-d  111  St.  Louis.  Mis- 
stinn.  Mr.'.  Hoedeker  is  a daughter  :,i  t.'iecrge 
hietz.  a trentifia.aii  of  ' Arman  birth,  and  she 
and  her  husli.and.  hai  in."-  no  issue,  are  rearmt:  and 
t:ducating-  an  adopted  .son,  I 'aid  Boedeker,  born 
in  1<S;  ,>5. 

Till,  life  of  our  subject  has,  fieen  an  exemplarv 
I'.ne.  His  i.ientity  withi  moral  qne.snon.s  i.s  well 
known  and  his  substantial  contrihution  [■>  all 
Cl-iri.stian  endeavor  is  itever  withlidd.  The  siib- 
'vripiion  H.sl  for  the  buildmt;'  of  a public  hutld- 
in*r  m Lowit.  or  out  of  it  alwaws  rinds  its  wav. 
early,  tn  his  liberal  hand.  \ religions  man  in 
thot'ififht  :ind  action  himself,  lie  leads  others  by 
his  miaiiipk  and  inllncnce  inio  more  moral  and 
U]<rieht  lives.  .His  name  is  on  the  rolls  tif  the 
t. umlieriand  I ’resliiterian  duirch  am.l  he  is  hon- 
ored with  an  eldt  rshi]>  In  liis  coiijttreg'ation. 

W,  TIIl  RCTi  )’\.  a pirominent  and  exten- 
sive inpiieinciit  •Icakr  of  Xocona.  is  numbered 
ttme.nt;  the  citizens  that  Alab.ama  ha.s  furnished 
to  flu;  Lone  fsia.r  ,'tate.  He  wtis  Lini  in  .Vla- 
bama.  I cbrunn  20.  1850.  but  was  reanxl  in 
\ irpinia,  1 Us  parents  were  W'illiant  S,  and 
T'.niil'.  (l',a\es»  1 hurston,  the  former  a native 

(•>f  \ iryiiiia,  and  tlte  latter  of  .Klatiania.  in  wliich 
state  llicir  in;trria"e  was  celebrated.  'J'he  Tlmrs- 
ton.s  wcie  nmont;’  the  i>romineiu  and  .iristocrritic 
lainilics  of  ilu-  ( )ld  ] loininion,  were  lar^e  land 
owiicrs  and  extensive  slave  holders. 

W’ilham  .'s.  i hurston  w ;is  born  and  rearei!  in 
'>  ireinia  and  wlu  n a yt/uiii,''  man  went  to  \1a- 
hama.  where  he  was  married.  .\ft(.T  a number 
oi  year',  liowever.  he  retiinied  to  his  native 
slate  fc>r  the  purpo.se  of  satlin.q:  tip  an  estate. 
'1  lie  onlv  livinsy  nieuiber  of  the  f.antily  at  Ih.at 
iunc  was  his  urcat-crraiidim  hlu-r.  w ho  died  w hile 
Itc  was  arranoino  to  settle  np  the  estate,  being 
til  thtil  time  one  hundred  ami  six  vears  of  age. 


-Vhoiii  that  time  the  Civil  vvar  was  inaugurated 
and  within  a short  time  his  wife  died  in  \la- 
baintt.  .'\fter  the  war  the  famih  was  completely 
br<jkeij  up.  ^Villia^l  S.  Thurston  had  two  broth- 
ers. George  and  Henry,  all  of  whom  went  to  Ala- 
bama. Henry  never  married  and  George  married 
and  left  one  sem,  who  is  now  living  in  Hunt  ccnin- 
ty.  Texas,  am.l  he  and  our  subject,  \V,  S.  Thurs- 
ton. are  the  only  surviving  members  of  the  old 
Mrginia  family,  l.ittlc  is  known  concerning  the 
ancc'Stra!  bistort . 

W'lien  W illiam  S,  Tliurston  returned  to  the 
( dd  Dominion  he  wa.s  accompanied  by  the  son, 
\V.  ,S.  Thurston,  then  eiglit  y ears  of  age.  The 
father  died,  the  slaves  were  all  liberated,  the 
propeny  was  devastated  and  the  estate  has  never 
yet  been  settled.  ^\  , S.  Thur.stou  wa.s  taken  into 
the  home  of  an  old  \’irginiaii  and  lie  w ell  reinem- 
Iters  all  the  horrors  of  war  and  the  devastation 
caused  to  property.  He  would  have  to  get  the 
mail  ill  those  early  day  s and  was  often  salt  tc'  .see 
if  the  Yankees  were  coming.  He  likewise  as- 
sisted in  the  labors  of  tlie  farm,  but  he  had  few 
ediicatioiiai  privileges.  In  !8ii5,  when  fifteen 
years  of  age,  he  left  the  fanii  and  went  to  Rich- 
mond, \ irginia,  wliere  he  secured  employment, 
learning  the  blacksmith’s  trade.  On  leaving  that 
])Iace  he  made  liis  way  to  ilississippi.  where  he 
followed  hi-s  trtide,  .'uid  subsequently  he  came  to 
Texas.  Learning  that  the  government  was  clear- 
ing a raft  nut,  of  the  Red  river  and  iieei.lcd  a 
blacksmith  he  made  his  way  to  Shrexejx'rt  and 
secured  employment  tli.at  he  .sought.  'There  he 
remained  until  yellow  fei  er  drove  him  away, 
when  he  came  to  (.  '.loke  county,  Texas,  wliere  lie 
opened  a blacksmith  shop.  Later  lie  was  em- 
ployed a.s  a clerk  in  a .store,  remaining  three 
years  there,  and  llien,  after  some  time  spent  in 
various  other  places,  he  settled  at  Red  River 
Station,  in  .Montague  county,  where  he  estab- 
lished and  ctindncied  a small  store  and  shop,  con- 
tinuing at  that  place  until  the  railroad  was  built, 
wh.eii  he  reiiKm.d  to  Xocona. 

This  was  in  1887,  and  in  the  nevv  town  Mr. 
riutrston  built  a shop  and  was  the  first  black- 
smitli  here.  He  also  added  a stock  of  machinery, 
and  tifter  a few  years  lie  abandoned  blacksmith- 
ing  and  l.nilt  a large  business  lic-use.  in  which  he 
carries  an  c.xieii.sive  line  of  all  kiiid.s  of  fann  im- 
plements ami  machinery,  wagons,  carriages,  har- 
ness and  other  like  merchandise.  Ilis  business  is 
now  extensive.  Ins  sales  amounting  to  about 
twenty-five  thousand  dollars  annually" 

Wliile  living  at  Red  River  Station  Mr.  Thurs- 
ton was  married  to  Mrs.  Jane  .A.  Hood,  a widow. 
She  married  a .Mr.  IMcGrady.  becoming  his 
wife  in  Missouri.  They  removed  from  that  state 
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to  Texas,  and  b}  this  marriage  there  were  four 
children,  namely:  Lee  McGradt , a eauleman : 
.Mrs.  Ena  IMyers,  who  is  now  in  Illini>is ; IMrs, 
Laura  Campbell,  svho  after  lier  husband’s  death 
returned  home  to  live  with  her  niuthyr,  Mrs. 
Thurston;  awl  t'harle.s,  who  is  assisting  .Mr, 
Thurston  in  his  business,  .\fier  Ic'sing  her  first 
husband.  .Mrs.  McGrady  became  the  wife  <;.{ 
Thomas  Hood,  a pioneer  farmer  of  Montague 
county,  Texas.  They  had  one  son,  Clark  Hood, 
whu  was  reared  and  educatetl  by  Mr.  Thurston, 
and  is  t tt  at  home  assisting  him  in  his  business. 
.Mrs.  Thurston  was  born  in  Alabama  atid  in  her 
early  girlhood  removed  to  Ali.ssouri,  where  she 
was  reared  and  married.  She  was  a lady  of  intel- 
ligence and  worth  of  character  and  a worthy 
memher  of  the  Chri.siiaii  church.  This  union  has 
been  blessed  with  a daughter,  .\nna,  who  is  yet 
at  home.  Mrs.  Thurstrin  dejiarted  tliis  life  in 
1897.  Mr.  Thurston,  with  his  daug^luer  and  .step- 
children, reside  in  .N’oeona  and  is  accounted  i>ne 
of  its  most  enterprising  and  jtrogressive  business 
men,  meeting  with  splendid  success  in  all  that  he 
undertake.s. 

KOTERT  FIELDS  LehlOXD,  M.  U.,  a spe- 
cialist on  the  diseases  of  the  eye.  ear,  nose  and 
throat,  is  successfully  engaged  in  practice  in 
Fort  M’orlh.  Ili^  ambition  to  secure  an  education 
in  his  youth  anil  early  manhood  is  1_\  pical  of  iii.s 
entire  life's  pregre^s,  for  lii.>  career  has  been 
permeated  by  a (lesire  for  advanceinent  and  im- 
provement and  he  stands  as  sine  of  the  most  dis- 
tingtiished  represe!itative.>  of  his  >]xx'ialt>-  in  the 
practice  in  Texas.  Born  in  Springfield.  Lime- 
.stone  county,  this  state,  he  is  a son  of  C.  .M.  and 
Mary  (Fields)  LeMond.  His  father  wa.s  a native 
of  North  Carolina  and  hekuiged  to  an  old  \'ir 
ginia  family.  Coming  to  Texas  about  1855,  he  lo- 
cated in  r.imesione  county,  whence  he  afterward 
reiTKived  to  Honzales  county,  where  he  lived  until 
1875.  in  which  3 car  he  took  up  his  ahude  in  \"an 
/.aiitlt  countv.  Snlisequentl)  lie  removed  to  (Ju.i- 
nah.  in  Hardeman  counrv.  winch  was  his  home 
for  nearl}'  twenty  tears,  and  there  he  passed 
away  in  June,  KyO.p  at  the  ago  of  set  eiit\ -eight 
years,  respected  b\  all  who  knew  him,  liuring 
his  active  life  he  wa.s  a .successful  farmer  and 
was  a man  of  the  finest  character  and  per.'.onal 
attributes.  His  wife,  who  died  man}'  t ears  ago, 
w'as  a native  of  ^Mississippi. 

Dr.  LeMond  was  reared  upon  the  home  farm, 
and  from  hi.s  earliest  boyhood  had  ambition  to 
secure  a superior  education.  From  tlie  time  that 
he  entered  school  he  was  an  earnest  and  devoted 
student,  apph'ing  himself  assiduoush"  to  the  tasks 
assigned  and  winning  many  honors  in  hi.«  later 


school  life,  ills  pnmart  education  wa.-^  obtained 
in  the  srhouK  id'  tr-iizalc'  couiiit  and  in  \'an 
Zandt  count}  an<l  when  abnut  eighteen  he  passed 
an  e,xaniinatie<ii  wherebt'  be  secured  a teacher’> 
certificate.  siib-equeiU  lu  which  time  he  taught 
sclioid  f(>r  twi.>  }<.■ar^,  He  then  entered  u|x>n  fur- 
ther stud}'  at  Cellar  (move  College  in  Kaufman 
count}  . v\  hcre  he  wa>  graduated  v'.  iili  the  highe^l 
genera!  average  that  had  been  made  in  that 
schoi.ii  for  eleven  yetirs  and  wa.s  given  a certifi- 
cate to  that  effect  In  the  facultv.  Returning  to 
Van  Zandt  count}'  Dr.  Leilund  received  appoinl- 
nieiil  as  a memher  of  the  board  of  examiners  for 
the  count}'  and  again  engaged  in  teaching  school 
for  abi.iul  a year.  In  the  nu  antiine  an  extiroina- 
tion  was  held  at  Ttler  for  the  T'eaiiodv  selmlar- 
slnp.  and  in  the  competitic'ii  were  about  ti.vee 
hundred  aj.iplicants  from  ten  counties.  There 
were  Iwi.i  scholarships  to  award  and  l*r.  LeAIoml, 
taking  the  e.xamination.  was  awarded  the  first 
place  in  the  contest.  'Hiis  scholarship  gave  him 
adniiua'ice  and  ’uitiori  in  tlie  I iiiversit}  of  Ten- 
nessee at  Xa,slivil]e,  where  he  was  graduated 
with  the  degree  of  master  of  arts,  while  later  tlie 
degree  of  doctor  of  law'  was  conferred  upon  him. 

Returning  to  \'ari  Zandt  count},  Dr.  lATvIond 
resumed  the  professir.n  of  teaching,  but  regarded 
tins  as  an  initial  step  to  other  professionai  labor, 
devoting  his  lei.sure  hours  to  r'cading  meclicine 
under  a private  precejttor.  Subsequent!}'  he 
n'latricuiaied  in  the  Hosjntal  (dllege  of  Medicine 
at  Louisville,  where  he  was  graduated  in  i88s. 
His  first  practice  was  in  \ an  Zandt  count}',  and 
later  he  practiced  at  Wolfe  Cit}'.  In  1887  he  de- 
cided to  make  a specialt}'  of  the  diseases  of  tlie 
eve.  ear,  nose  and  throat,  and  with  this  end  in 
view  he  took  iqi  post  graduate  work  at  St.  Loui.s 
and  later  in  New  York  t'it} . where  he  pursued 
the  courses  in  ophthahviolog'.  and  ''tolcigv  in  tin: 
IVist  Graeluate  .Medical  College,  There  lie  made 
.such  an  rxctdleiit  rec>’i'd  personall}  and  profes- 
sionall}  that  he  received  the  coinpllnientan 
award  of  an  appoinnneiit  a.'  intenie  in  the  ilan- 
hattan  .Eye  and  Ear  Hospital.  'Hint  proved  an 
excellent  training  fur  him,  adding  grealiv  to  ins 
e.xpcrience,  and,  returning  10  Te.\a>,  he  began 
practice  as  a .stiecialisl  at  El  Paso. 

Dr.  LcMond's  ability  and  success  wx're  such 
that  be  was  recumraended  b\  the  State  Medical 
SfK'iety  tor  the  professorship  of  disea.scs  of  the 
ete  in  the  medical  defiartmeni  of  the  Ihiiver.sil} 
of  Texas  at  Gaheston  and  went  to  New  York 
to  get  some  letters  of  endorsement  from  his 
former  professors  for  the  purpose  ,if  pro.secut- 
ing  his  ap])licalion  for  the  jiosition.  \\’hile  in 
the  east,  however,  he  was  ottered  another  posi- 
tion as  lecturer  on  diseases  of  the  ete  in  Gross 
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.\feilical  ('olk-frc  at  Denver.  Colonulu,  being  e-pe- 
ciallv  recommended  fftr  the  po.siiion  by  Dr.  St. 
luhn  R(K)>a.  pre.^ident  of  tlie  facnltv  of  the  Post 
( maduaie  .Medical  College.  1 Ccidnig  !■  > accept  tlie 
latter  {)Osition  .Dr.  !..A-.Mond  according)}  located 
at  Ltenver,  where  be  lived  tor  eleven  tears  tvith 
the  exct])tion  of  a s|iort  time  spent  in  California. 
He  became  professor  of  disca.ses  of  the  eve  and 
car  in  Cro.ss  Medical  College,  attending  ophthal- 
mologist to  the  .\rapahoe  County  Hospital  and 
the  [)cac'>ne.ss  Hos)atal.  opltthahnologist  to  the 
Hertnan  Strauss  Free  Clinic  and  other  po.sitions 
of  a .similar  nature  in  Denver.  In  addition  tt^ 
these  he  eiijoved  a most  iucraiive  and  >nccesstL;i 
private  juaictiee  a.s  a specialist,  perfonning  many 
reuiarkttble  cures  in  di.seases  of  the  e\  e and  ear 
ami  iti  iltc  perfortnance  of  operations  along  that 
line  that  received  the  commenciaiion  of  the  medi- 
cal profecsion  throughout  the  Lhiited  States.  Pie 
conirihuied  <juile  e.xtetisively  to  medical  literature 
on  subjects  connected  with  Itrs  special  branches 
and  in  reporting  his  ca,--es  and  his  investigations. 
These  articles  have  ;i|i],H;ared  in  the  Journal  of  Ihc 
. Imrrican  Mcdiial  .Society. the  Anruds  of  OflUhao- 
!uol'j,^x  and  Otedogy  and  oth^r  puljlicaiion.s  of 
the  ila}’.  Dr.  LeiMond  also  delivered  the  address 
to  the  gridiiating  class  of  the  Hospital  Crrllege  <d 
Merliciiie  at  Louisrille  June  du.  1804.  and  he  en- 
joyed the  highe.st  friendship  aiK.l  esteem  of  the 
general  nicdical  profession  in  Denver. 

1808  Dr.  LeMoricl  became  interested  in 
the  movement  for  municii>a]  reform  in  Denver, 
principallv  in  connection  with  the  water  works, 
and  allving  himself  with  the  Democratic  party 
of  that  city  he  made  a numher  of  speeches  that 
brought  hint  into  such  political  prciminence  tliat 
he  was  otteredi  the  Deniucratic  nomination  for 
congre.s.s,  but  after  .some  consideration  <,)f  thi,s  be 
declined  the  honor.  lie  was.  however,  a public 
spirited  citizen,  interested  in  all  that  pertained  to 
the  welfare  of  the  municipality  and  he  enjoyed 
ilk  fs  iendsliip  of  the  l)iisinc-.s  m<  n of  I )em  er 
as  well  a'  hi-,  pnn'c.ssional  ccmicmjx.rarie'. 

Dr.  I.eMond  h.as  lost  his  wife,  who  bore  the 
maiden  name  of  Aliss  Alice  Tate,  but  he  has  one. 
sou.  He  is  a Ivnight  Templar  and  has  taken  the 
higher  degree.s  of  Ma,?onry  and  is  also  ccumccled 
with  the  IMystic  Shrine.  He  has  also  been  an 
active  tnember  of  various  medical  societies.  In 
March.  i<)OS,  he  returneil  to  Iiis  native  state,  lo- 
cating at  Fort  Worth,  where  he  was  welcomed 
bv  the  medical  profession  as  a most  worthy  acldi- 
lion  to  their  mimbcr  and  where  he  will  continue 
to  make  Itis  home.  He  is  a v-ery  wanii-hearted 
man,  a tvpical  southern  gentleman  and  attracts 
people  to  him  in  strong  and  enduring  friend- 
shij'rS. 


DR,  I.F.\\  IS  C.  TYSUX  i.s  a prominent  phy- 
sician and  man  of  atiairs  of  ^\'icl^i:a  Falls,  where 
during  the  past  decade  he  has  built  up  a large 
jiractice  and  taken  first  rank  in  his  pirofession 
and  also  displayed  hi.s  p'roLwessive  and  enter- 
prising spirit  In  engaging  in  up-to-date  agricul- 
tural endtrivors.  He  is  a popular  and  public- 
spiritoil  man,  wielding  a large  per.sonal  influence, 
and  is  of  the  t'pe  of  citizenship  which  is  par- 
ticiih'.vl}  useful  in  the  upbuilding  of  new  com- 
munities like  Wichita  Falls. 

Dr.  T\  son  is  a son  of  Josiah  and  Mchaly  ( Me- 
Deehe't  Tv-on.  TTis  father  was  a native  of 
Xorth  t aroliiia,  wlu-nc.e  earl}  in  life  he  moved 
do\ii!  into  Georgia  and  located  in  IMerriw  ether 
county,  where  he  became  a wealthy  planter  and 
owner  of  an  extensive  plantation.  Tie  belonged 
to  the  state  gu.anls  during  the  war.  Dr.  Tyson 
was  born  on  this  Georgia  plantation  Xovember 
2(i.  i8..pi.  and  during  the  rebellion  was  a young 
lad  old  enough  to  realize  the  horrors  of  war  but 
unaiile  lo  talre  part  in  it.  Tlie  family  c.state  was 
on  the  edge  of  the  fighting  district  through  which 
the  armv  of  Sherman  inarched,  devastating  and 
real!}'  rnaPting  ‘‘war  hell"  through  all  that  belt 
of  C'lUiiiry.  Dr.  Tyson  has  many  vivid  recol- 
1-ections  of  those  times,  and  t ears  can  ameliorate 
but  not  efface  all  the  impres.sions  he  then  re- 
ceived. 

.Tie  receiveil  most  of  liis  earl)  education  at 
Minedgetillc  and  after  reaching  manhood  he 
decided  to  study  medicine.  lie  was  graduated 
from  the  Wfushington  University  i\Iedical  de- 
partment of  St.  L-otiis,  AIi.s,suuri,  in  1883,  but 
previous  to  this  lie  had  practiced  as  an  under- 
gTailiiate  at  Harrison.  .Arkansas,  and  after  grad- 
uation he  went  back  to  that  place  and  con- 
tinued hi.s  siicce.ssful  practice  until  1893,  He 
wa.s  then  obliged  to  move  in  order  lev  find  a 
more  favoralde  climate,  and  in  that  }car  l<acatcd 
at  \A  ichita  IXIls,  Te.xas,  where  he  has  since  come 
int<.>  a profitable  practice.  He  is  president  of 
tin  A\  idiita  I'omity  Medical  .society  and  is  a 
rmnnher  of  the  Texas  State  Medical  Associa- 
ti'vn. 

fhe  material  welfare  of  Wichita  county,  es- 
pecially agricultural  interests,  has  alsci  attracted 
!ii-  atlen.tion.  Several  tears  ago  he  con.striicted 
and  ncnv  operates  a large  irrigation  plant, 
formed  hv  a dam  across  the  river  from  Wichita 
Falls.  This  plant  irrigate.s  two  hundred  and  fif- 
teen acri-s  of  his  hig  tract  of  one  thousand  acres, 
two  iTiile>  east  of  Whcliita  Falls,  and  in  the 
conr.'-e  of  lime  it  will  aXo  be  used  for  irrigating 
other  farms  in  the  vicinity.  He  maintains  on 
ihi--  farm  an  cxjiert  cotton-raiser.  In  addition  to 
the  large  crops  of  cotton  and  alfalfa,  a .-sixicialty 
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is  being'  made  of  ])roducing  cantaloupes  for  the 
northern  markets.  L>r.  T}son  is  one  of  the 
pioneers  in  this  industry  in  W'ieliita  count},  ami 
the  melons  produced  in  this  county  hid  fair  to 
rival  the  fajiKAis  Rocky  Fords,  and  extensive 
preparations  are  1 cing  made  to  increase  the  pro- 
duct and  make  it  one  of  the  permanent  resources 
of  this  region.  Dr.  Tyson  is  trtMsurer  of  the 
\\  ichita  \ alley  IMekm  t irowers'  .Association. 

Dr.  Tv.son's  first  wife  teas  Miss  Nancy  E. 
Kede,  a daugliter  of  Dr.  G.  C.  Kcele,  She  died 
in  1895,  leaving  si.x  children,  as  follows:  Walter 
Scott,  A'irgia  Irene,  L.ewis  .Anivxs,  .Alice  S..  Gtddie 
and  Nancy  Elizabeth.  The  pre.sent  ?drs.  Ttsoii 
wa.s  Alis.s  Alaitie  Kerley,  daughter  of  \A’.  G.  Ker- 
ley,  and  by  this  union  there  are  four  chiMren; 
Joe  Fill,  Florence,  Katharine  and  John, 

JAMES  D.W  ID  AIAXNING.  Scotch  deter- 
mination and  Iri.sh  wit  make  a combination  of 
blood  of  which  much  of  our  vigorous  .American- 
ism is  made  and  the  resultant  of  its  union  in  our 
counting  houses,  the  professions,  the  shops  and 
in  the  fields  build  into  the  fabric  of  our  national 
life  tho.se  dominant  characteristics  which  distin- 
guish us  a,s  a republic.  The  Scotch-1  ri.sh  amal- 
gam sails  the  seas,  tunnels  tlte  earth,  digs  canals, 
wins  battles  and  victories  everywhere  and  is  a 
race  always  to  be  reckoned  with  in  a struggle 
for  industrial  supremacy.  They  are  every wliere 
on  our  frontier  building  homes  and  establishing 
institutions  which  advance  our  civilization  and 
from  this  great  l>od}'  of  rur.il  settlers  tvmch  of 
the  generations  of  the  future  will  come.  Iricon- 
spicuou.s  among  this  vast  throng,  though  earnest 
and  positive  as  a citizen  in  his  sphere,  is  James 
David  Manning,  of  Wise  county,  who.se  name  in- 
troduces thi.s  personal  sketch. 

In  this  article  the  Irish  Manning  and  the 
Scotch  Stephens  is  united  in  the  authorship  of 
our  subject,  and  while  their  relationship  with  the 
pure  bloods  of  eacli  is  a remote  oue,  it  is  suffi- 
cient, even  in  the  names,  to  identif}'  tlie  stock 
and  to  satisfy  ixj.steritv  of  the  genuineness  of  its 
origin.  The  paternal  grandfather  of  our  subject 
was  a native  of  the  state  of  North  Carolina,  and 
his  vocation  was  that  of  a fanner.  I Ic  lived  in 
.Alabama,  at  an  early  period  of  his  mature  life, 
and  pas.scd  away  in  Alissi.s.sippi,  Among  his  chil- 
dren were:  Robert,  father  of  our  subject;  David. 
Henrj’  and  yet  others,  and  in  1837  the  family  ad- 
vanced a step  farther  west  and  settled  in  DeSoto 
county.  Mississippi.  In  this  vicinity  Robert  Man- 
ning met  his  future  wife,  and  the  union  of  the 
Mannings  and  the  Stephens  was  made. 

Robert  Manning  W'as  horn  in  1812  and  died  in 
DeSolo  county.  Alississippi,  in  1865.  I'armiiig 


was  his  vucaiion  also,  and  prior  to  the  war  over- 
seeing slaves  was  his  station.  Me  was  not  active- 
ly in  the  Confederate  service  during  the  rebellion, 
bu!  was  a inilitiauian  arid  auled  the  southern  cause 
as  a Home  Guard  in  his  state.  His  wife  was 
Sarah  j.  Stephens,  a daugfitcr  of  Pierce  Stephens, 
whose  other  children  were:  George  Eaton. 
Elij.:;h  and  wife  cf  Mr.  Jennings.  In  t8<)9 

.Mrs.  Manning  brought  her  famil\-  of  grown  and 
growing  chiblrcn  out  to  the  Lone  Star  state  and 
settled  a fa.rrn  north 'of  Decatur,  in  Wise  count)  . 
L util  1878  :she  wa.s  pcrmitiei]  to  live  among  and 
guide  and  cotinsd  her  children,  hut  that  year  .she 
passed  away,  ha'i  ing  been  the  mother  of : Jajie, 
wife  01  H,  T.  Bernard,  of  Wise  county ; Karcissa, 
who  died  in  Mississippi  a.s  the  wife  of  foseph 
\A  illiat'ns  ; Sallie.  'vvho  [atssed  aw  :n  in  Seb.astian 
county.  .Arkan.sas,  as  tlte  wife  of  Joe  Tidwell : 
Mary  Helen,  wife  of  P.cn  Shrevc.s,  of  Jack  coun- 
ty. Texas;  J.  David  and  William,  of  Wise  roun- 
tv ; X'annie,  ho  married  Laws..)u  Reeves,  tu' 
Oklahoma,  and  Mattie  E„  wife  of  Jerre  .Adams, 
ot  W ise  c.onnlv . 

J.  Dax  ic]  Aianning  was  horn  in  DeSoici  coun- 
tv. Mississipj)],  Jul)  27,  1852.  and  at  the  age  of 
fifteett  }'ear,s  he  accompanied  the  family  b\  rail 
to  .Netv  Ctrleans,  by  boat  to  Galveston,  and  by 
rail  .-tgain  to  Calvert,  Texas.  They  reached  De- 
catur in  course  of  a long  drive  and  found  a few 
rude  hon.ses  dotted  about  on  the  Proctor  hill. 
Here  he  stjbsequently  attended  school  three 
monlhs.  (.>ne  Crowell  being  the  ma.ster  in  ch.irge. 
In  a tew  years  he  jointxl  George  M.  Stejdiens’ 
R.anger  compau}',  w hieli  traversed  the  counties 
of  Clay,  Jack,  A'oung  and  .Archer  while  scouting 
tor  tlie  rc'1  man,  and  not  infreriuently  did  iltc) 
come  into  contact  with  their  wily  foe. 

<„hi  .-August  3,  1873.  nine  of  the  scouts,  indiid- 
ing  Mr.  Manning,  encountered  three  hundred  and 
fifty  Indians  .m  the  Ea-t  WAchita  river,  in  .Archer 
county,  and  from  eleven  in  the  morning  until 
sunset  lay  in  a ravine  and  defended  themselves 
with  W'inchcister  and  six-shooier.  riiaking  havoc 
among  tlie  band,  killing  the  chief  and  driving 
them  to  cover  with  their  ;lead,  1.  a|ilain  .Stephens 
was  wounded  in  the  fight  and  it  was  his  advice 
that  befitre  the  Indians'  return  from  disjxjsin.g 
of  the  chief  the  Rangers  had  better  escape  a 
charge  an<l  probalde  extermination  by  tlien  strik- 
ing tile  trail,  and  this  they  did.  later  on  hearing 
the  blood-thirsty  band,  disappointeil  and  in  pur- 
suit. ,At  another  lime  thirty-set  en  Rangers  fought 
some  ilirec  hundred  Indian,  in  l.cw'ing's  A'allev, 
losing  in  the  engagement  two  men  and  man\ 
horses,  and  in  this  little  scriniiiiage  Mr.  Alanning 
alsc)  pariici]>ated. 
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W hen  lie  ic.cated  lo  liimsoh'  and  undertook  the 
bank-  of  ci\ii  life  Mr.  Manning  settled  farther 
iiorlli  of  Decatur,  uliere  lie  lived  some  fifteen 
t ears,  and  ini]>roved  and  ultimately  sold  a fairly 
.good  farm.  He  then  added  his  presence  to  the 
comimmit}'  in  wliich  he  is  ik)w  ati  honore<l  resi- 
dent. and  began  the  gruhhing  out  (if  a new  farm 
and  the  htiilding  of  a new  heimc.  He  bought  a 
hundred  acres  m tlie  brush.  Ituilt  him  a small 
ho.x.  house  out  of  lumlier  hauled  from  .‘^uiiset  for 
the  pur]tose.  He  began  raising  corn  and  cotton 
and  prostierity  came  to  him  in  jiro))Orticm  to  the 
effort  he  e.xfiended.  He  bought  other  land  from 
time  to  time  and  brought  it  under  |)io\v  until 
two  hundred  and  seventy  of  his  three  hundred 
and  fiftv-one  acres  bring  him  an  anntial  crop. 

August  u5.  1S75,  J.  D.  Manning  and  IMiss  Mil- 
lie Guinn  were  married.  Mrs,  .Manning  was  a 
dan.ghter  of  John  Guinn,  who  came  to  Texas 
from  Louisiana,  where  she  was  born  in  i<S57. 
Mr.  tjuinn  married  a Tlioni]>son,  and  .Mrs.  .Man- 
ning was  one  of  five  children  resulting  from  their 
union.  The  childrtai  horn  to  J.  D.  and  iMillie 
-Mannin.g  were : Garro,  who  died  at  the  age  of 
twenty-three  as  the  wife  of  George  Tllythe.  left 
issue.  Earnest,  \'era  and  t.'larcnce : Dora,  wife 
of  .X.  G.  -McClain,  is  the  mother  of  Hershell  and 
Roy  ; John  R.,  .Marion  E).,  E>ee.  Homer  J..  Buford 
H..  'I'liomas  .Merl.  Calvin  and  Escal. 

Mr.  Manning  has  held  no  public  office  other 
than  a inemher  of  the  school  Ixiard.  is  a Democrat 
and  comnnmes  in  the  Baptist  churcli. 

W ILELMM  T.WXER.  .\mong  the  jiioncers 
to  Clae  C'>iint>  vvhose  settleinem  here  gave  a dis- 
tinctively upward  and  forward  im]ielus  to  its  in- 
ternal dcvelojiment  was  the  late  William  Tanner, 
It  hose  acliievemeiits  in  his  Texas  home  stand  as 
a nii  inunient  to  liis  cnerg\ . industrv  and  htisiness 
sagacitv.  Mthou.Mi  he  liied  here  itut  a score  of 
years,  and  mtich  of  that  [leriod  at  a lime  when 
farming  didn't  pay,  yet  he  managed  liis  affairs 
and  so  conducted  his  husine.ss  as  to  Iieeome  a 
prominent  character  among  the  liome-hnilders  of 
his  eountv. 

It  was  in  1 Ttober  of  1874  lliat  W'illiam  Tanner 
hronght  iiis  little  faniil}  to  t'la',  countv  and  set- 
tled them  in  a mile  but  comfortable  log  house 
of  two  rocini.s,  after  the  first  winter.  (»n  his  four 
hiindrecl  and  eight)  acre  tract  <>f  raw  land  three 
miles  nortlicast  of  lienricUa.  lie  proceeded  to 
the  mipirovciTient  of  his  farm  by  fendn.g  it  around 
With  a rail  fence,  w hicli  tlie  [iniirie  fires  afterward 
destroved.  Jb.s  abo'le  the  first  wiiiitr  was  a 
'ini|)le  camp  on  the  "lough  and  his  chief  I'ceupa- 
tioii  for  I lie  lirst  few  wars  was  the  growing  of 
cattle,  which  ga\e  wav  as  the  count)  settled  up 


to  the  raising  of  improved  grades  of  horses, 
notably  of  the  I’ereheron  .stock.  He  made  a suc- 
cess of  all  his  stock  enteqirises  and  shipped  his 
horses  to  markets  in  Illinois  and  drove  his  cattle 
to  the  railroad  at  fiunnewell,  Kansas.  The  profits 
from  hi."  efforts  on  the  farm  enabled  him  to 
double  the  size  of  his  original  purchase,  and  it 
was  this  desirable  homestead,  well  improved  and 
well  stocked,  that  he  left  to  his  widow  and  chil- 
dren when  he  jiassed  awa\  January  7,  1804. 

i\Ir.  Tanner  was  a settler  from  iMcmigomerv 
county,  Illinois,  where  he  located  upon  his  advent 
to  the  United  States  in  1853.  He  was  a farmer 
and  .siock-raiscr  there,  and  had  made  something 
of  a start  in  life  when  he  sold  his  possessions  to 
come  td  Texas.  He  was  born  in  Slone  House 
Barracks,  in  England,  his  father,  William  Tan- 
ner. being  a soldier  in  the  king's  army.  His  birth 
occurred  March  24.  1826.  and  when  four  ) ears  of 
age  his  (larents  took  uii  their  residence  in  Ire- 
land, where  the  father  died  in  1838.  His  mother, 
nee  Sarah  Whaley,  died  at  Tuskin  Pass,  Ireland. 
bein,g  the  mother  of  William,  Jane,  wife  of 
Xathaniel  Henry,  and  Hannah,  both  in  their 
native  Ireland. 

William  Tanner’s  first  endeavor  on  his  own 
account  was  as  a farmer  in  Ireland,  and  his  last 
one  there  was  as  a merchant  in  Tuskin  Pass.  He 
came  to  the  United  States  because  of  its  numer- 
ous and  varied  oiiportunities  and  was  accompa- 
nied on  his  vot'age  from  Waring  ICiint,  Ireland, 
to  LiverpcKil  by  his  newly  married  wife.  .At  Liv- 
erjKiol  he  t(X)k  the  sailer  Jacob  A.  Wesiervelt  for 
.\ew  A'ork,  and  after  a rough  votage  of  si.x 
week.s  landed  at  ('astlc  Garden.  .A  visit  of  three 
weeks  was  made  with  friends  and  relatives  in  the 
metropolis  and  tlie  young  couple  started  on  their 
long  journev  t<)  Chicago  and  finally  to  X*aples. 
Illinois.  Slopping  at  Springfield  cn  route  Air. 
Tanner  entered  government  land,  hut  passed  his 
first  winter  in  Hillsboro,  The  next  year  he  got 
finiily  settled  in  his  new  and  frontier  home,  made 
all  its  substantial  improvements  and  parted  with 
it  only  to  sliare  in  the  development  of  the  Lone 
-Star  state.  < 'n  hi.s  tri]i  south  he  came  by  rail  to 
Sherman,  where  Dr.  Eldridge.  a promoter  of 
western  settlements.  Irxrated  him  in  Clay  county, 
lie  -provided  liimseif  with  team,  wagon  and  some 
farming  implements-  which  latter  he  really 
hronght  from  Illinois — and  without  notable  inci- 
dent made  his  way  init  to  his  future  home. 

In  Alarch.  1852.  William  Tanner  married  Eliza 
\.  Best,  a daughter  of  Robert  and  Sarah 
( Thonijison  t Best,  both  of  the  parents  dying  in 
county  -Arma.gli.  Ireland.  Of  their  children  Wil- 
liam Ii\C(l  in  .Macou[iin  county.  Illinois,  man)' 
vear.s,  was  captain  of  a conipanv  in  the  I'nion 
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army  during  the  war,  went  to  Dallas,  Texas,  in 
1874,  was  a merchant  there  many  years  and  died 
there  in  March,  1904:  John  is  in  county  Armagh 
and  Sarah  is  married  and  resides  in  Uclfast,  Ire- 
land; Joseph  lives  in  Australia  and  James  died  in 
Ireland;  Mary  married  i.\Ir.  Porter  and  is  in  her 
native  Armagh,  while  Robert  lives  in  Fannin 
county,  Texas ; Thomas  is  connected  with  a bank 
in  Cork,  and  Eliza  is  at  home  with  her  sons  in 
Clay  county.  Mrs.  Tanner  was  born  December 

21.  1836,  and  her  children  are;  Robert,  born 
July  6,  1855;  Thomas,  born  December  3.  1857, 
is  in  Hobart,  Oklahoma,  and  has  a .son  Harry; 
William  Henry,  born  February  28,  i860,  died 
August  6 of  the  same  year ; Charles,  born  March 

22,  1862,  died  December  9,  1863 ; Fkitrick  E., 
born  May  28.  1864,  died  Seiitember  16  following ; 
John  H.,  born  September  2,  1865.  married  Alice 
Fliopin  and  re.sides  at  Broken  .\rrow.  Indian 
Territory,  and  has  children,  Samuel  R.,  Thoina.s 
J.  and  .\ilice  May  ; Ltict . born  February  10,  i8<">8. 
resides  on  the  old  home,  and  is  the  wife  of  S. 
R.  Bean  ;SarahMay,  born  January  5,  1870,  resides 
in  Henrietta  and  is  the  wife  of  George  S.  Ellis, 
with  one  child.  William  Sanders ; William,  born 
December  25,  1872,  died  in  September.  1881  ; Illi- 
nois J.,  born  August  30,  1874,  died  April  3.  1903 ; 
Harry  L.,  born  November  10,  1878,  operates,  in 
conjunction  with  his  brother  Robert,  the  home- 
stead, and  is  an  active  participant  in  the  affairs 
of  the  home.  Like  their  father,  the  sons  cling  to 
stock  as  the  surest  profit  winner  of  the  farm 
and  they  also  cultivate  .several  hundred  acre.s  tc> 
grain  and  feed. 

In  politics  William  Tanner  was  a Democrat  and 
his  .sons  at  home  have  yielded  to  the  persuasions 
of  the  same  faith.  They  entertain  and  have  enter- 
tained a good  citizen’s  interest  in  local  and  state 
affairs,  and  their  convictions  are  nearh  always 
e.xpressed  at  the  polls. 

GEORGE  W.  CURTSIXGER.  The  mer- 
cantile interests  of  Collin  county  were  for  many 
years  ably  .served  by  the  gentleman  whose  name 
initiates  this  brief  sketch,  and  his  commercial 
conneclioiLs  with  that  county,  like  his  connection 
with  the  grazing  indtistry  of  Clay  county,  were 
of  a high  order  and  placed  him  among  tbe  emi- 
nently representative  citizens  of  hi.s  county.  Since 
the  early  spring  of  iS<;)0  his  lot  has  been  cast 
with  the  community  of  Joy.  in  Clay  county, 
vvherc  his  presence  is  effcctivelv  revealed  by  his 
works  and  tvhere  substantial  contributions  to  the 
county’s  development  have  been  made. 

The  years  of  Mr.  Curtsinger's  childhood  and 
youth  were  pas.sed  u|x)n  his  father’s  Kentucky 
fann,  for  it  was  in  Washington  county,  that 


state,  that  his  birth  occurred  September  7,  1851. 
He  was  of  an  ancient  family  of  the  "Corn  t nick- 
er" state,  and  Sanford  Curtsinger,  hi.s  father,  was 
born  in  tbe  c(iunt\  of  Washington  in  February  . 
1821.  'I'hc  latter  was  a modest  farmer,  and  when 
he  came  to  'i'cxa.s  in  1876  he  resumefl  the  calling 
of  hi.s  early  life  in  Collin  county.  Since  1894  his 
residence  has  been  maintained  in  Bolivar.  Denton 
county,  where  he  is  in  the  enjoyment  of  a hearty- 
old  age. 

The  Curtsinger  origin  is  presumahly  German 
and  of  Pennsylvania  .stock.  (Jur  suhject's  grand- 
father, John  Curt.singer,  migrated  to  Kentucky 
from  the  Key.stoue  state  in  the  forepart  of  the 
eighteenth  century  and  founded  this  branch  of  the 
Curtsinger  family.  He  .settled  in  Wa.shington 
county,  aided  in  the  first  work  of  reduction  of 
nature  in  the  state  of  Daniel  Bonne  and  died 
there  at  about  nineiy-seveTi  years  of  age.  Ilis 
wife  was  a Hickason  and  their  clhldren  ware 
.Martin,  John.  James  W'illiam,  Sanford,  "Doc," 
Ixtui.sa,  wife  of  William  Pool ; Elizaht  th.  w ife  of 
William  Che.shire;  Lucinda  married  W . J.  S, 
Huff,  and  Jane,  who  became  IMrs.  WMliam 
Bishop. 

Sanford  Curtsinger  married  Mary  .A.,  a daugh- 
ter of  Eleven  White  and  Betsy  (Hufip)  White. 
Mary  (White)  h'urtsinger  was  born  in  Washing- 
ton county',  Kentucky,  in  1830.  September  14, 
and  is  the  companion  of  her  worthy  husband  t.o- 
liay.  Their  children  were;  William  H.,  of  Oua- 
nah.  Texas;  George  \V..  of  this  notice;  John  L.. 
of  Bolivar.  Texas ; Jesse  F..  of  Krum,  Texas  ; 
James  D..  of  Hereford,  Texas;  Richard,  of  Prior 
Creek,  Indiati  Territory;  Samuel,  of  Bolivar; 
Emma,  wife  of  .Nat  Pipes,  of  I'ollin  county  ; Bei- 
tie.  now  .Mrs.  \\’illi.am  Coconougher,  of  Collin 
county,  and  .Alice,  who  married  Janies  Stogner. 
of  Denton  county . 

George  \\  . Curtsinger  acquired  a liberal  Eng- 
lish education  in  the  coutitrv  and  village  schools 
of  his  native  county  and  remained  an  adjunct  to 
the  parental  home  till  approaching  his  twentieth 
year.  He  became  a farmer  on  beginning  an  inde- 
pendent career  and  continued  it  until  his  ailveiit 
to  Texas  and  the  west,  when  he  embarkciJ  in  the 
mercantile  business  at  MeKinnoy,  in  Collin  coun- 
ty. His  means  were  limited,  and  his  first  stock 
was.  consequentlv,  a very  modest  and  unpreten- 
riou.s  one.  The  firm  for  several  years  was  Curt- 
.singer Bros.,  but  lastly  a change  to  Curtsinger 
& Lewi.s  was  made,  and  the  bu.siness  grew  in  im- 
portance and  extent  until  the  stock  carried  repre- 
.sented  several  t'nousand  dollars  and  the  business 
done  reached  a total  of  $50,000  a year,  t’onstant 
confinement  told  on  our  subject's  constittiiioii  in 
time  and,  following  the  warning  and  advice  (if 
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;i  physician,  ]ie  Si.ld  liis  iiiUrcit  in  the  store  and 
sonydii  rest  and  recii]>cnitif.*n  on  liis  Clas  county 
ranch. 

F.'r  some  tear.'  [trior  Ui  liis  ahandomnent  of 
mercantile  purMtits  Mr.  (.'unsinger  had  liad  stock 
iiiterest:,-  m (day  cuiuitr  on  a tract  of  wild  kind 
near  Jo\.  W hen  it  was  lieddcd  to  chaitge  his 
residence  l‘t  his  ranch  !u:  erected  a coiTinictdions 
(A.ttage  and  other  suiialale  structures  and  June  6, 
i8e»o.  he  took  pos'ession  of  his  new  permanent 
Itoira . Grain  and  cattle  raising  constitute  his 
chief  interest  and  his  lard  of  mixed  .stock  cattle 
are  approaching  a high  grade  of  W hite  Faces, 
origdnating  from  registered  stuff  from  the  Blue 
(drove  .Stock  Farm. 

.Scjiteinlter  2i.  [870.  Mr.  C.urtsinger  married 
in  W.aslnnglon  cotintt . KenUickv,  i.Hcea,  a 
daugliter  C'f  Isaac  and  RolanTa  ( ?\[eMaimis ) 
Ltnch.  -Mr.  L\nch  died  in  1884  at  tlie  age  of 
fift\-iour.  v.hilf  his  widow  survived  until  1888. 
dWng  at  the  age  of  sevxnity  four.  .Mcridct.it 
L;  Hch,  their  first  t>orn.  resides  at  Bloomfield. 
K(.‘iraicky  ; .Mrs.  iirtsinger.  the  second,  was  hrin* 
April  3f',  iSyt.  1 he  .itiiers  were  : Misan.  of  W'ash- 
mgton  ctiunty.  is  ihe  wife  c>i  W illiam  Raker ; 
Janu.s,  who  died  in  i8c;2;  Aiiilrcw.  of  Aiarion 
coume,  Kentucky  ; P.ettie.  of  .\ash\ille,  Ali.ssouri ; 
win-  of  Steplten  1 ).  i. Vouch:  Isaac,  (>f  Springfiekl. 
Kemuck)  ; W’llliam,  who  died  in  Dallas,  Texas, 
left  a tiaugluer,  Ihrdie.  of  \\'aco ; Jerome,  of 
Slttliiy  ov.inty,  Kentncky.  and  Folanda,  wife  c.'f 
Henry  .Scruggs,  of  d\'a,shi:rgton  county,  Ken- 
tucky, 

riic  ;esue  of  the  marriage  of  Mr.  and  .Mrs. 

( iirtsinger  are;  Laura  .E.,  wife  of  .A.rtlmr  R, 

( icnhvW',  ot  .Antef'pe.  I'eicas,  with  children. 
W’illie.  Motri.s.  Arthur  J.,  Flo  and  .Miidre  1 : Lucy 

, witc  of  I',.  A,  Hick.s,  of  Joy,  'I'e.va.?.  with  elul- 
■'Iren,  I'.ilccn  and  Ruth:  Ivan  j..  el.as.s  td'  n',K.'>4, 
graduate  law  dej-iartnu-iit  of  tlir  Stair  I’niversitv 
of  1 exits : Waiter,  of  Dallas.  Texas,  married 
iveiia  W,  s.bsier.  and  I .ugene,  a sUidaii  in  I’rdm- 
er'.s  .studio  td  .Music  at  I>enton.  Stanle_\  and  An- 
ri rt  w are  nvo  sons  who  filed  in  early  chiklh'Aivl. 

Afu:r  iwtniy-eiglu  years’  residence  in  the  Lone 
Star  state,  living  a strenuous  and  iii'htsdrir.ns  life, 
ill  ills'  juirsuit  of  an  hr.miirahie  comp.ctencc  for  lii.s 
declining  \\'ars.  wi;  find  George  \V.  e’urtsinger 
ni  the  nea.e  ap] .roach  to  the  evening  raf  lii.s  career 
'.villt  anijik'  provisir^n  for  his  future  domestic 
TU'Cs!:-..  with  hoimraltle  otfspring  taking  their  sta- 
tfoii.s  and  doing  tlieir  ]iart  in  tile  affairs  of  men 
am!  with  an  untandshed  name  and  a character 
uninijK-ache>I  r.r  imassailed. 

DK.  I'R.WK  D.  lit  WD,  .;.culisi  tA.r  tlie  State 
amJ  Mat'.inc  (''rjihaiu  and  W idov.s'  Home  at 


Fort  Worth  and  lecturer  on  h)’giene  and  physical 
diagnrisis  in  the  medical  department  of  the  Fort 
W’orth  I'niversitv,  while  in  hi.s  private  practice 
he  is  an  eie,  ear,  no.se  and  throat  specialist  at 
Fort  Worth,  was  horn  in  Ru.sk,  Cherokee  county, 
Te.xas,  his  parents  being  John  s\.  and  Amy  (Har- 
ri.son)  Boyd.  The  father  is  now  living  in  a coun- 
try Tiomc  three  and  a half  miles  from  Fort  Worth, 
He  was  bc'rn  in  Mnrfree.sboro,  Tennessee,  and 
c.Hine  to  Texas  in  1852,  locating  in  Cherokee 
count',  since  which  time  he  has  followed  mer- 
cantile pursuits,  becoming  a sulistantial  merchant. 
It  was  in  that  county  that  he  was  marrietl  to  Miss 
-vim  Harrison,  wlio  was  bitrn  in  Selma,  Ala- 
bama. atid  came  to  Te.xas  in  1.854. 

Dr.  Bovd  was  reared  u[)on  the  home  farm  in 
C'licrokcc  county,  near  Rusk,  and  comfilctcd  a 
high  schc.ol  course  at  that  [ilace  by  graduation, 
after  wbidi  be  became  a student  in  the  State 
-Agricniuiral  and  Mechanical  t ’tillege.  He  began 
Tiis  professional  studies  rather  early  in  life,  his 
first  preceptor  being  Dr,  Gracm-,  ;t  prominent 
phvsieian  c.f  W’a.xabachie.  Subsequently  he  en- 
tered the  medical  de[tartmein  of  the  I'niversitv 
of  Louisville  at  Louisville.  Keiituckv,  where  he 
was  graduated  in  i8(iO.  He  had  decided  upon 
becoming  a speciali.-t  in  disea.-es  of  the  e_ve,  ear, 
no.'C  anil  tliroat  and,  following  hi.s  graduation  at 
Loui.stiHe.  be  pursued  jiost -graduate  work  in  the 
above  mentioned  branches  in  a post-graduate 
rnedic.'d  school  and  l;iospital  (>f  .\'ew  Tcirk  Cit_y. 
For  tlie  jiuqiose  of  acrjniring  still  further  knowl- 
edge, cxjierience  ami  profidenc}-  he  then  returned 
to  i.ouisville  and  liecame  assistant  in  the  office  of 
Dr.  (.'heatham,  a noted  sjtecialist  of  that  place. 
Later  he  Ivecame  assistant  in  the  office  of  Dr.  E. 
Fletcher  liigals  of  Cliicagti,  from  which  city  he 
retnoved  to  San  Antonio,  Texas,  where  he  prac- 
ticed as  a specialist  fi;.r  five  years,  in  June.  1.896, 
he  removed  to  Fcirt  Worilt.  where  he  has  since 
followed  Ins  profession  with  gratifdng  sticcess, 
resulting  from  an  anibitii'us  effort  to  acquire  the 
best  training  and  preparation  [lossible.  His  la- 
Ixws  Itace  been  mi.st  efficient,  being  attended  by 
exeellt.nt  results  in  the  line  of  scientific  work 
and  in  aviditiori  to  i!ic  duties  of  a large  jirivatc 
pr.actice  he  is  now  serving  as  ocnlist  for  the 
State  Masc.nic  fh’phans'  and  W'idons'  Home  at 
Fort  Worth  and  is  lecturer  on  liygiene  and  phys- 
ical diagnosis  in  the  medical  department  of  the 
bolt  Worth  L'ni'ersitv. 

Dr.  Boyd  has  coiiirilmted  largely  to  the  litera- 
ture of  ojihili.-tlmology  ami  otology  and  devotes 
as  much  of  his  .span,  time  as  jiossibic  to  preparing 
aniclc'  for  the  technical  iournals,  usually  upon 
subjects  in  connection  with  his  sj.iccialty.  He  is 
an  original  thinker  and  invcs-tigator  and  his 
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labors  have  brought  valuable  knowledge  to  the 
profession.  He  is  a member  of  the  various  med- 
ical societies  of  Texas  and  the  American  Aledical 
Society,  inchicling  its  specialized  branches,  while 
his  fraternal  relations  connect  him  with  the  Ma- 
sonic lodge,  chapter  and  coinmandery. 

Dr.  Royd  was  married  in  Louisville  to  Miss 
Mattie  E.  tiallahan,  and  they  have  a little  daugh- 
ter, Amy  IMargaret.  They  lost  their  oldest  child, 
a boy,  Frank  Douglas,  Jr.,  at  the  age  of  five 
years. 

WILLIAM  IR\TN  GILMORE.  The  suti- 
ject  of  tills  sketch  represents  one  of  the  familie.s 
who  settled  early  on  the  Caddo  Reservation  in 
Young  county  and  for  more  than  thirty  j'cars  lie 
has  been  identified  with  its  stock  and  agricultural 
interests.  The  history  of  his  business  career  re- 
veals him,  in  youth,  starting  out  under  the  usual 
humble  circumstances  and  in  twenty-five  years 
-shownng  such  ability  and  achieving  a success  tliat 
place  him  in  the  class  of  substantial  and  inde- 
pendent farmers  in  his  valley. 

In  1873  our  subject's  father,  Andrew  Gilmore, 
settled  at  Caddo  Springs,  the  site  of  the  old  Cad- 
do vdllage,  and  purchased  land,  upon  which  he 
passed  his  remaining  years,  dying  in  the  late 
nineties  at  seventy-one  years  of  age.  He  had  re- 
sided in  Texas  since  i866,  having  settled  in 
Parker  county  and  been  engaged  in  farming  there 
until  his  advent  to  Young  county.  For  nine  years 
previous  to  his  .settlement  in  the  Ixjne  .Star  state 
he  was  a resident  of  Izard  comity,  Arkansas, 
to 'which  point  he  emigrated  from  JMississippi. 
He  was  an  .Arkansas  soldier  in  the  Confederate 
army  during  a portion  of  the  Civil  war  era  and 
was  a horse.shocr  while  in  the  service.  He  mar- 
ried first  in  Mississippi,  and  there  his  first  chil- 
dren were  born.  His  wife  w'as  Miss  Lydia  Byrd, 
whose  people  were  from  Albania  and  who  died, 
being  the  mother  of : Lucinda,  wife  of  O.  D. 
Goldson,  of  Young  county ; Thomas,  of  Dickens 
county,  Texas;  James  R.,  deceased;  Sadie,  of 
Greer  county,  Oklahoma,  wife  of  E.  Wooley; 
AVilliam  L,  Zachariah,  deceased,  and  John,  a 
farmer  of  Young  county. 

William  I.  Gilmore  tvas  born  in  Izard  county, 
.Arkansas,  January  31.  1857,  acquired  a country 
school  education  in  Parker  county,  Texas,  and 
began  hi.s  career  in  Young  county  with  a horse 
and  a cow  and  a calf.  In  the  early  days  he 
worked  on  the  cow  range  in  Palo  Pinto  and 
Young  counties,  at  the  same  time  gathering  to- 
gether, out  of  his  wages,  a small  herd  of  hi.s  own 
cattle.  Wdien  he  quit  the  stock  business  he  sold 
his  stuff  and  invested  in  the  nucleus  of  his  pres- 
ent home.  This  tract  was  a fractional  quarter 


secti.  1,1  and  was  the  settlement  of  J.  .A.  Jowell, 
and  under  i\Ir.  Gilmore  it  has  come  to  be  one  of 
tile  valuable  anil  well  improved  farms  of  the 
cotnU_\ . 

In  his  experience  as  a farmer  I\Ir.  Gilmore 
has  always  merited  succe.ss.  Rarely  lias  he  plant- 
ed in  the  spring  witluiut  reaping  something  in 
the  autumn,  and  vviili  the  passage  of  time  his 
c'lndition  has  materially  improved.  His  real 
estate  holdings  in  the  county  embrace  more  than 
eight  lumdred  acres,  and  it  is  well  stocked  with 
cattle. 

July  27,  1877,  Mr.  Gilmore  married  Annie  Fos- 
ter, a daughter  of  J.  B.  Foster.  Mrs.  Gilmore 
was  oiqihaned  at  an  early  age  and  died  at  the 
home  she  heljied  to  build  up  December  22,  1901, 
leaving  two  children,  Thomas  B.  and  May.  In 
December,  1903,  .Mr.  Gilmore  married  Mrs.  .Mol- 
lie  Gibson,  a daughter  of  Robert  Haynes  and 
widow  of  Lee  Gibson.  By  her  first  husband  Mrs. 
Gilmore  is  the  mother  of  Bruce,  Grace  and  .Alice, 

Mr.  Gilmore  has  had  no  interest  in  politics 
further  tlian  the  casting  of  his  ballot.  He  in- 
variably snppcirts  Democratic  candidates  on  na- 
tional and  strde  issues  and  selects  the  most  fit- 
ting candidate  in  local  elections. 

JOHN  T.  HONEA,  for  fifteen  years  an  hon- 
ored resident  of  Tarrant  conntv,  is  a man  who 
ha.s  been  con.spicuously  useful  to  his  fellow  citi- 
zens in  an  official  capacity.  He  is  now  serving 
Tarrant  county  for  the  second  term  as  sheriff, 
and  it  is  only  necessary  to  quote  a brief  news- 
paper item  tliat  appeared  some  time  since  to  show 
the  excellence  of  his  record  and  his  worth  in 
pu1)lic  office.  “ ‘Conditions  are  distressingly  good 
from  a moral  standpoint,’  said  Slieriff  John  T. 
Honea  to-da}'  to  the  Telegram,  in  referring  to 
arrests  tliat  have  been  made  during  the  past  few 
months.  .At  the  present  time  there  are  only  about 
thirty-five  prisoners  confined  in  the  county  jail, 
the  smallest  number  in  ihe  two  year.s  of  Iilr. 
Honea’s  administration.  Heretofore  the  small- 
est number  confined  in  the  jail  has  not  been  less 
than  fifty,  ‘There  is  very  little  crime  at  this  time,’ 
added  the  sheriff.  The  commissioners’  court  took 
occasion  yc.sterday  to  compliment  the  sheriff  on 
the  fact  that  during  his  tnci  years  of  service  not 
a single  damage  suit  liad  been  filed  against  him.” 

Born  at  McKenzie,  Carroll  county,  Tennessee, 
in  i86.p  Mr.  Honea  is  the  son  of  .Dr.  David  F. 
and  i\Iartha  T.  (Roach)  Honea.  His  father,  a 
native  of  Alabama,  lived  practically  all  his  life 
in  Tennessee,  where  he  was  a successful  medical 
practitioner.  He  died  ai  hi.s  home  in  Carroll 
county,  Tennessee,  aged  forty-six,  in  1S76.  The 
mother  died  on  the  26th  of  July,  1905,  aged  sixty- 
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seven  years,  and  is  buried  beside  her  husband,  in 
Carroll  county,  Tennessee.  Site  is  a sister  of 
the  late  Judg:e  Roach  of  Weatherford,  Texas. 

Mr.  Llonea  first  came  to  Texas  when  he  was 
fourteen  years  vld.  He  spent  alxHit  a year  at 
Clarksville  on  the  Red  river,  then  went  to  WTath- 
erford  for  about  tlie  same  length  of  time,  after 
which  he  returned  to  Tenncs.sce.  In  .1884  he 
came  back  to  this  state  and  finally  located  in  Ar- 
lington in  Tarrant  county  in  1800,  has  ever  since 
been  a resident  of  this  courUy.  He  began  his 
ofiiciai  career  as  constable  of  Arlington,  and 
was  also  marshal  of  that  town  during  the  time 
when  it  was  noted  for  being  a "tough”  place, 
a cimdition  v,  hich  he  did  much  to  better.  In 
189G  he  Has  appointed  deputy  sheriff  of  Tar- 
rant county,  Sterling  1’.  Clark  being  sheriff,  and 
continued  under  Mr.  Clark  for  two  years,  after 
which  he  was  deitutv  constable  for  two  years.  In 
1900  he  was  candidate  for  the  Democratic  nom- 
ination to  the  shrievalty,  was  defeated  then,  but 
in  1002  was  successful  both  in  the  nominating 
convention  and  at  tlie  polls.  So  satisfactory  was 
his  work  during  the  first  term  that  he  was  nom;- 
inated  and  elected,  in  November,  1904,  for  a 
second  term.  A,s  indicated  above  he  is  the  only 
sheriff  in  the  history  of  this  county  who  has 
not  liad  a damage  .suit  filed  again.st  his  office,  and 
this  brought  out  the  complimentary  motion  for 
him  at  the  meeting  of  the  county  commissioners 
in  November,  1004. 

Mr.  Ilonca  takes  an  active  interest  in  the  af- 
fairs of  his  county  and  city,  and  is  a man  of 
broad-gauge  principles  and  of  absolute  integrity. 
He  is  a memlior  of  the  board  of  trade,  and  has 
affiliations  with  the  W'oodmen,  the  Red  Men  and 
the  Ea.gles, 

I\Ir.  Honea  has  been  twice  married.  His  first 
wife  was  Iiliss  Maggie  Rarler,  v.  bom  be  mar- 
ried in  Carroll  countv,  'fennessee,  in  1885.  She 
passed  away'  in  1897  leaving  three  children,  Otis, 
Archie  and  Olga.  ^Ir.  Honea  has  since  mar- 
ried Miss  Laura  Roak.  in  this  county.  Mr. 
Honea  h.as  distinguished  himself  by  putting  down 
all  gambling  in  the  city  of  Fort  Wbarth,  being  the 
only  man  to  ever  succeed  in  so  doing.  He  is  a 
man  of  .sterling  worth,  keen  foresight,  energetic 
to  a marked  degree  and  a man  who  prosecutes 
all  criminals  with  firmness,  and  takes  delight  in 
seeing  the  law  enforced. 

JA.MES  ALEX  \NDER  CIDIMINS.  In  in- 
troiludng  the  subject  of  th.is;  review  wc  are  deep- 
ly conscious  of  our  inability,  with  the  bare  out- 
line of  his  career  before  us.  to  pre.sent  the  light 
and  .shade  of  n picture  which  grows  in  interest 
with  the  lap.se  of  time  and  to  little  more  than 


mention  the  events  which  form  the  quarter-posts 
of  his  life  course.  A life  so  filled  with  dramatic 
history,  so  clouded  with  tragedy  and  so  height- 
ened on  the  stage  of  comedy  requires  the  genius 
of  a Porter,  a Rluhlbach  or  a Stowe  to  portray  it 
in  its  completeness  and  perfection,  and  the  effort 
with  which  we  shall  acquit  our  subject  vve  offer 
as  being  little  more  than  an  apology'  for  tlie  biog- 
raphy' of  James  A.  Cummins. 

In  the  fiery  atmosphere  of  Caldwell  county, 
Kentucky',  Mr.  Cummins  was  born  June  i,  1842. 
His  ancestors  were  among  the  pioneers  of  the 
state,  his  grandfather,  Simon  Cummins,  having 
become  a settler  of  Qiristian  county  in  the  first 
fifth  of  the  century  just  closed,  for  in  1821  his 
son,  Elijah  W.,  tlie  father  of  our  subject,  was 
tliere  born.  Simon  Cummins  died  at  an  ad^'anced 
age  and  as  a veteran  of  the  Revolutionary  war. 
He  brought  his  family  up  in  the  pure  atmosphere 
of  a rural  home  and  instilled  into  them  that  re- 
gard for  honesty  and  integrity  so  universal  with 
the  citizenship  of  his  day.  Noah,  his  olde.st  child, 
was  a soldier  of  the  Confetleraey,  and  died  in  his 
native  state.  Lemuel  passed  away  in  his 
Kentucky'  home  in  i8fi8,  having  had  sons 
In  the  Federal  army  during  the  seces.sion 
war;  Irena  became  the  wife  of  Jame.s 
Ramey'  and  died  with  issue  in  Lyon  coun- 
ty, Kentucky';  Loui,sa  married  first  a Sanders 
and  second  a Gillespie  and  left  a family  in  Lyon 
county  at  her  death ; Sallie  married  Hezekiah 
Oliver,  of  Caldwell  county,  Kentucky',  and  Wil- 
liam and  Simon  are  residents  of  Lyon  county'. 

Elijah  W.  Cummins  was  his  father’s  fifth  child 
and  his  advantages  in  early  life  were  simply'  those 
common  to  the  country  youth  of  Kentucky  in 
that  primitive  day.  He  married  Ly'dia.  a daughter 
of  Leven  Oliver,  a war  of  1812  patriot  and  sol- 
dier who  migrated  to  Kentucky  from  Virginia 
in  an  early  day'.  Mr.  Oliver’s  early  life  was 
passed  as  a fiat-boatman  on  the  Cumberland, 
Ohio  and  IMississippi  rivers  down  to  New  Or- 
lean.s,  but  prior  to  that  time  he  had  also  fought 
the  British  at  the  battle  of  New  Orleans  in  1812 
and  was  one  of  only  seventeen  American  soldiers 
wounded  in  that  historic  engagement.  He  mar- 
ried Sophia  Barnett  in  his  native  state  and  reared 
his  children  in  Kentucky'.  He  came  to  Texas 
with  the  family  in  1843,  and  died  in  Fannin  coun- 
ty about  1874.  His  children  were;  Evaline,  who 
died  in  Fannin  county  as  the  wife  of  Miles  Davis  ; 
Betsy',  wife  of  Andrew  Oliver,  died  in  Fannin 
county;  Lvdia.  our  subject’s  mother,  who  died  in 
Fannin  county  in  1902 ; Sallie,  rvho  became  Mrs. 
Talton  Gray’  and  died  in  Fannin  county';  Marga- 
ret married  James  Pile,  who  lives  in  Fannin 
county:  Nancy,  wife  of  Rev.  Reece;  Lee,  of 
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Fannie  county,  ami  Robert,  an  ex-Con federate 
soldier,  who  died  at  Tahicquah,  Indian  Terri- 
tor)'.  The  family  of  Elijah  and  Lt'dia  Cum- 
mins w:is  composed  of  James  A.,  of  this  review; 
Sophia,  wife  of  Lewis  Jones,  of  Montag;ue  coun- 
ty; George,  who  died  in  Fannin  county,  a Home 
Guard  during  the  Civil  war ; Lucinda,  who  mar- 
ried Frank  Ramey,  of  Fannin  county:  Isaphenia, 
wife  of  Dan  Ikard,  of  Fannin  county;  William, 
yet  in  the  old  home  county  in  Texas';  Mattie,  now 
Mrs.  Rube  Lockler,  of  Kemp,  Indian  Territon', 
and  Sarah,  who  died  in  Fannin  county  unmar- 
ried. 

In  1852  Elijah  W.  Cummins  headed  a small 
colony  of  emigrants  from  Lyon  county,  Ken- 
tuck}%  to  the  Lone  Star  state  and  located  in  Fan- 
nin county.  Ladonia  was  the  little  village  near 
where  they  settled  and  witli  the  exception  of  the 
years  from  1867  to  1S70  passed  in  Benton  county, 
Arkansas,  he  was  a resident  of  that  county  until 
his  death,  in  September,  1903.  He  look  part  in 
the  Confederate  war  as  an  infantryman  and  as 
a citizen  maintained  himself  a quiet,  industrious 
and  modest  farmer.  He  identified  himself  with 
Christian  sentiment  and  was  a member  of  the 
Christian  church.  He  took  little  account  of  pub- 
lic affairs  and  had  no  interest  in  politics  other 
than  to  vote  with  the  Democrats  on  election  day. 
He  w'as  a gentleman  with  high  ideas  of  morality, 
of  undoubted  integrity  and  was  a soldier  under 
General  Taylor  in  the  Mexican  war. 

In  Lyon  county,  Kentuck}-.  and  in  Fannin  cciun- 
ty,  Texas,  James  A.  Cummins  passed  from  in- 
fancy to  the  near  approach  to  man’s  estate.  As 
a knight  errant  in  the  army  of  his  beloved  South- 
land he  rounded  out  his  majority,  and  as  a civ- 
ilian after  the  war  his  nomadic  careei;  embraced 
the  best  thirty  years  of  his  business  life.  The 
schools  provided  him  with  an  introduction  to  the 
three  R’s  only  in  boyhcx.xl.  but  the  corners  of  a 
verj'  angular  intellectual  equipment  have  all  been 
rounded  off  and  smoothed  down  by  the  friction 
of  years  of  hard  and  varied  experiences.  As  his 
start  in  life  was  made  in  the  saddle  and  with  a 
gun  at  his  side  it  is  fitting  to  present  briefly  the 
scenes  of  his  military  adventures  at  this  time. 
At  sixteen  years  of  age  he  joined  Captain  Wood’s 
company  of  Texas  Rangers  operating  against  the 
Comanche  and  Sioux  Indians,  depredating  the 
Texas  frontier  for  so  many  years,  and  took  part 
in  the  battle  w hich  resulte<l  in  the  destruction  of 
Nocona's  band,  the  death  of  the  great  chief  and 
the  capture  of  his  wife,  Cynthia  ,\nn  Parker  and 
her  son,  Ouanah.  \\  hen  his  service  with  the 
Rangers  w'as  concluded  he  followed  his  inclina- 
tions and  continued  a life  in  the  saddle  among 
the  early  cowboys  of  the  southwest.  Rut  when 
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the  puliticians  of  the  north  aiKl  the  south  aroused 
their  res])cCTive  sections  of  our  country,  arrayed 
them  against  each  other  in  open  denunci.ation  and 
actually  launched  the  drearlful  comlict  young 
C’ummins  wa.-,  ready  to  make  any  sacrifice  for  his 
country's  welfare,  and  when  the  iirrilatiou  was 
made  he  cast  the  die.  He  enlisted  first  in  1861 
in  Company  F,  Eleventh  Texas  Cavalry,  and 
served  under  Colonel  \\  . C.  Young  till  1802  and 
in  the  Thirteciuh  Texas,  under  Colonels  Bob 
Tavlor  and  James  .frtejrhens  in  the  Trans-Missis- 
sippi Department  of  ilie  Confederate  army.  Ills- 
fir.>^t  engagement  of  note  was  the  fight  at  Elk 
Horn  and,  without  attempting  details,  he  went 
through  the  Louisiana  camjraign,  taking  part  in 
the  engagements  at  Mansfield,  Yellow  Bayou, 
etc.,  being  wounded  in  the  latter  battle  while  aid- 
ing a comrade  to  the  rear  after  being  <lisabled. 
He  was  ever  ready  for  duty  as  long  as  there  was 
.service  to  perform  a?id  when  the  surrender  of 
Lee  ended  the  w'ar  he  was  paroled  at  Dlilliken, 
near  Hempstead,  May  27.  i8(55. 

On  resuming  civil  pursuits  the  saddle  offered 
Mr.  Cummins  the  most  remunerative  and  pleas- 
urable occujjation,  and  he  .soon  became  foreman 
for  John  Rhodes  and  Dlilt  McGee,  cattle  drovers 
from  Texas  to  Kan.sas  City.  Missouri.  During  his 
two  years’  service  in  this  capacity,  driving 
thousands  of  head  of  genuine  “long-horns,” 
camping  on  the  trail  in  all  s<.)rt,-  of  weather,  swim- 
ming .swollen  stre.arns  and  .'Urrnouming  oilier 
difficulties  of  his  employers  and  of  his  own,  he 
m.'ule  acquaint.'incc.s  and  formed  associations 
which  .shifted  the  course  of  hi.s  life  into  a channel 
turbid  with  riffles  and  whirlpools  and  encounter- 
ing sandbars  and  eddies  until  the  climax  of  a 
strenuous  existence  was  actually  reached.  Hav- 
ing saved  some  money  from  liis  cmploymcnl  with 
Rliodes  and  McGee  ami  frruT!  a similar  service 
with  John  Sponahle,  of  Johnson  county.  Kansas, 
he  decided  to  try  mining  in  the  Rockie.s.  and  lie 
accordingly  went  to  Idaho  and  pro-pteted  in  the 
Leestiurg  region  of  that  territory  for  several 
month.s,  in  a vain  effort  to  locate  a vein  of  fabu- 
lous wealth.  Returning  to  Te.xa.'  in  1869  he 
turned  his  attention  briefly  to  the  farm,  but 
freighting  offered  proper  financial  inducements 
and  a life  more  to  hi.s  turn,  and  he  hauled  goods 
from  Jefferson  to  North  Texas  points  until  the 
railroads  reached  Deni.soii  and  Sherman  and  cut 
off  much  of  the  business  in  his  line.  He  put  up 
the  first  tent  on  the  towiisite  of  Denison  and  was 
for  a time  a clerk  in  one  of  the  earlv  stores  of 
the  town.  Later  he  liecame  a irai  eling  salesman 
for  a marble  work.s  there  and  evcntuallv  drifted 
into  the  patent-right  Imsiness.  Tii  this  latter  vo- 
cation he  was  associated  with  Henry  T.  Davis 
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iunl  James  N.  Touehst, >ne,  and  while  he  >vas 
connect  eel  with  many  other  and  varied  ( i|icrat  ions 
during  tile  interval  this  clainirtl  his  attention  in 
the  main  till  id'  jy.  when  he  fiuariy  settleel  down 
in  Howie  awd  eniharkeel  in  the  les-,  advettturuus, 
h-ss  ^irennott-.,  more  coiiinioii|il;tce  and  more  snh- 
stantial  Inisine-^s  oi  real  estate  and  insurance. 
In  1003  lie  formed  a jjartneishi])  with  Charles 
B.  ]>o\vn..>,  and  the  linn  of  Cmninms  & Downs  Is 
one  of  the  most  suh^tanlial  anil  reliafdc  in  the 
city. 

In  December.  iS&.i,  Jtlr.  Cummins  married 
Sn.san,  a danghter  of  Bird  Sherrill,  of  Fanihn 
comity.  son  and  a daughter,  Leon  B.  and 
AMnona  Mat,  are  the  i.i.stie  of  this  iinifvn,  the 
former  a railrciad  c'’nducior  on  the  Frisco  road 
and  the  latter  a re.'ident  of  Dalla.s.  Texas.  March 
I,  i8.'<S.  .'dr,  Cninrains  married,  at  Glenn  Elder,. 
Kaii-sa.'.  Alary  Ft.  Carroll,  born  in  .Sullivan  coun- 
ty, Tenne^ee.  July  15,  1866.  1 heir  residence  is 
one  of  the  iH.'uuiful,  modest  little  luiines  of  Bowie 
and  (lie  pl.-ms  and  expense  of  its  preparation  were 
provider!  by  its  present  owners. 

.\side  from  his  dealing  in  real  estate  himself 
Mr.  Curaniins  has  demonstrated  his  faith  in  his 
works  hy  acquiring,  not  only  urban,  but  rural 
j)OSses..siiin.s.  as  well.  While  he  has  not  amassed 
great  wealth  he  has  kept  the  prowling  wolves 
a safe  distance  from  his  door-step,  and  every  con- 
tract that  he  makes,  cither  verbal  or  written,  is  as 
good  as  iis  face  on  the  day  it  is  due.  .He  main- 
tain.s  a liberal  attitude  toward  all  worthy  henev- 
olences  and  lends  his  sitb.stantial  aid  to  any  intel- 
ligent cfi'r.n  directed  toward  the  material  or  so- 
cial advancement  of  his  county,  .\o  miserly 
cliavge  can  ever  he  laid  at  his  door  nor  no  act  of 
extortion  or  frenzied  money-getting  will  ever  be 
charged  against  him.  He  is  symp.ithctic  with  the 
unfortunate  and  liv  es  in  an  atmosphere  of  “good- 
will toward  men." 

In  an}  iliitig  p-ditical  j\.Ir,  Cim]niin.s  is  always  a 
Dcmc’crat — the  same  principles  by  anv-  c.dhcr 
natne  would  n<.>t  siilficc — ami  he  has  been  deputy 
sheriff  in  Te'Vis  and  was  once  cilv  marshal  of 
Glen  Eider,  Kaiosas.  He  !eave.s  the  drama  of 
active  politics  to  oth.ers  while  he  feasts  on  the 
good  things  th.'U  come  to  him  as  an  enihusia.st 
among  the  ted  veienuts  of  the  Lost  Cause,  jde 
Ii.as  attcrnln'i  ilie  .-innual  reunit.nH  of  rhe  United 
Cr^'  t.  !k  iu  c ''.'etcran.-;  for  v ears  and  lias  been  tlirce 
tiro-,  c< •nimander  of  Camp  S7- — Bowie  Pelham 
Can  o-  i'e.wic — U.  (.1,  V.,  and  rvas  adiiuant.  and 
chiei  of  .sriff  iwi)  tears  of  tlie  iofth  Brigade, 
witli  the  ratn,  of  lituienaiu-colond,  aiii.i  i.s  now 
aide  de  camp  to  Gciteral  L.  1,  abeil.  w ith  the 
rank  of  «.  ..lone!,  of  the  T rans-B Ussissippi  Dqtart- 
anciU.  II  is  a Bo}al  .^rch  IMasoii  aatd  took  five 
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degrees  of  ( kid  Fellowship  in  iSdt).  From  the 
opening  of  the  rebellion  until  the  close  of  his 
nomadic  life  Mr.  Cummins  treaded  the  soil  of 
every  state  and  territory  in  the  .American  union. 
The  north,  south,  east  and  west  are  as  familiar 
to  him  as  to  the  most  traveled  nalx>h  of  our  coun- 
try. and  the  history  of  liis  trail  from  the  outbreak 
tff  the  rebellion  to  tlie  opening  of  the  Centennial 
at  Philadelphia  vvoul'l  be  impregnated  with  inci- 
dents challenging  the  pen  of  the  noveli.st  to  prop- 
erl} portray.  Ilis  acquaintance  with  the  world 
is  intimate  and  his  knowledge  of  humanity  is  per- 
fect. When  his  piercing  eye  strikes  yonrs  yon 
instantly  feel  its  power,  and  a char.acler  without 
the  genuine  ring  wins  no  confidence  nor  sym- 
pathy from  him.  I le  ha.s  been  one  of  the  charac- 
ters of  tragic  history  in  post-liellum  days,  and 
with  his  passing  few  of  the  old  guard  will  remain. 

WTLLLAAl  AXDERSON  AATLSON.  In  the 
year  1880  Mr,  Wilson  established  himself  on  a 
tract  of  Bell  county  school  land,  eight  miles 
southea.st  of  Sunset,  in  Montagnie  county,  and 
set  about  the  task  of  clearing  up  a farm  and 
buildiii'-'^  him  a humiilc  lifimc.  His  capital  was 
small,  like  his  family  then,  and  the  W'ork  which 
he  and  his  industrious  wife  did  then  laid  deep 
and  well  the  foundation  for  their  present-day 
prosperity  and  independence. 

'I'he  farm  of  one  hundred  acres  which  Air.  Wil- 
son first  bought  w'as  covered  with  timl.)er,  and  the 
task  which  presented  itself  to  their  young  minds 
might  have  appalled  less  stouter  hearts  and  less 
industrious  hands.  The  countless  strokes  ncces- 
.sary  to  bring  this  tract  under  subjection  and  to 
class  it  among  the  improved  places  of  the  locality 
were  all  .spent,  in  time,  and  additional  efforts 
were  directed  upon  other  purchases  of  land,  and 
corresf.onding  imprewements  made  until  pros- 
perity has  crowned  their  labors  with  an  estate  of 
tliree  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land  and  all 
their  successes  liave  not  } et  been  achieved.  Cap- 
ping the  l>row  of  an  elevation  some  eighty  rods 
back  from  the  Sunset  and  Uz  road  stands  the 
family  domicile,  protected  hv  forest  and  orchard, 
and  bidding  a silent  welcome  to  friend  and  neigh- 
bor to  its  ho.spitablc  portals.  The.se  substantial 
toltens  tell  of  the  reward  for  years  of  intelligent 
tod,  s-peut  by  the  domc.siic  circle,  and  indicate  the 
possibilitit'S  of  sucee.s.s  under  properly  directed 
and  continuous  effort. 

Air.  W'ilsijii  establi.-^hed  himself  in  the  Lone 
Star  state  in  1S77,  ttiking  up  his  first  residence  in 
the  east  portion  of  Tarrant  county.  Four  years 
there  sufficed  to  convince  him  that  conditions 
were  not  favorable  for  bis  greatest  agricultural 
achievement  and  he  sought  tlie  scene  of  his  pres- 
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cnr  location,  and  with  the  results  as  mentioned 
above.  He  migrated  to  Texas  from  Hardeman 
countv,  Tennessee,  where  his  birtli  occurred  No- 
vember 3,  1841.  He  was  brought  itp  in  a country 
district  and  obtained  little  education  because  of 
the  character  of  the  schools  of  that  day.  During 
the  Civil  war  he  was  in  sympathy  wit  It  hi.s  coun- 
trv  as  again.st  the  Confederacy  and  lie  enlisted  in 
the  Union  army  in  1862,  his  command  being 
Compan}'  A,  Sixth  Tennessee  Cavalr\'.  un- 
der Colonel  Hurst.  Hi.s  regiment  was  first 
under  General  A.  J.  Smith  and  then  under 
General  Tltonias  and  the  only  bailie  in 
which  he  participated  was,  the  one  at 
Nashville,  in  whicli  the  (Confederate  Genera! 
Hood’s  army  was  destroyed.  His  command  re- 
mained in  Tennessee  during  the  remainder  of  the 
war  and  his  company  was  mustered  out  at  Pulas- 
ki at  the  end  of  the  war. 

William  A.  Wilson  is  a son  of  Ingram  and 
Louisa  (llunncll)  Wilson,  both  native  Tenne.s.see 
p>eopIc,  fanners  and  immigrants  to  Montague 
county,  Texas.  The  parents  died  liere.  Their 
children  were:  William  A.,  our  subject;  Mary, 
Pcrmclia,  Jesse,  JMartin,  Sarah  A.,  Martha,  Mar- 
garet, Eliza,  Nancy,  Parley,  IMiranda  and  Alandie. 

Tracing  up  the  genealogy'  of  tlie  Wilson  family 
of  thi.s  branch  we  find  our  subject  de.scended  from 
William  Wilson,  a soldier  of  the  war  of  1812, 
who  passed  his  life  as  a Tcnne.ssee  farmer  and 
passed  away  there  about  1870  at  about  seventy- 
five  years  of  age.  By  his  marriage  he  was  the 
father  of  Nancy,  wife  of  John  Ross;  Delilah, 
wife  of  Philip  Deaton;  Squire,  of  Famiiii  count}', 
Texas;  Anderson  and  Ingram;  AVilliam.  of  Run- 
nclls  county,  Texas  : Sallie,  wife  of  Henry  Hatch  ; 
Solomon  and  James,  both  killed  in  battle  during 
the  rebellion;  Lottie,  Avho  died  in  Arkan.sas,  was, 
the  wife  of  NcLon  Htiddlestou  ; Je.s.se,  Jason  and 
Martin. 

December  18,  1870.  Air.  Wilson  married  Jo- 
sephine Haultom,  only  child  of  Cbarle.',  and 
Martha  (Russel!  ) Haultom,  the  former  of  Ten- 
nessee and  the  latter  from  North  Carolina.  I'he 
issue  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wilson  arc:  Jessie,  who 
died  at  four  years  of  age ; Alarion  A.,  of  Clat- 
county,  Texas;  Alalanie,  wife  of  Manley  AVilson, 
and  Lurilda,  wife  of  Jesse  Gee ; Leona,  Elisha, 
Julia,  Cora,  Myrtle  and  Charles  complete  the 
family  circle. 

Mr.  Wilson  learned  his  politics  during  the  days 
of  Lincoln,  for  whom,  in  1S64,  he  cast  his  first 
vote  and  through  the  cam[wign.s  since  he  has 
supported  the  presidential  candidate  of  tlie  Re- 
publican party.  In  local  matters  he  i.s  in  accord 
with  Democratic  doctrines  and  casts  his  vote  for 
white  supremacy  and  common  decency  in  local 


affair:,.  In  manor,-  pertaining  to  the  counf’.-'s 
welfare  and  his  own  it  has  been  nimuall}'  ge>od 
for  him  to  be  here.  Hi'-  family  as  a whole  has 
filled  a po.sitive  niclic  in  the  county's  industrial, 
civil  and  social  taliric  and  as  part  of  the  great 
mas.s  of  die  plain  people  who  give  .stabilil}'  to  our 
civil  instiuition.s  and  control  the  destiny  of  our 
nation  honor  aiul  credit  is  justly  due. 

WILLIAAi  BENJAMIN  \VORSH.\i\L  In 
this  revi'.wv  it  is  our  pleasure  and  privilege  to 
present  the  life  work  of  otte  whose  identity  uitJi 
North  and  W'est  Texa.s  has  spanned  almost  a 
third  of  a century  aiul  one  v,ho:se  cemiiection 
with  the  vital  affairs  of  tlu'.s  .-ection  has  been  at 
once  prominent  and  conspicuous.  The  various 
jihases  of  hi.s  diversified  career  mark  him  as  one 
of  the  real  and  stable  characters  of  this  territory, 
and  it  is  pride  of  achievement  \thich  prompts  this 
modest  reference  to  hinj  whose  name  initiates  this 
notice.  In  youth  and  carl}-  manhood  accustomed 
to  the  rough  usages  of  liard  work,  in  middle  and 
later  life  evolving  and  executing  successful 
.schemes  for  the  promotion  of  his  vast  and 
growing  financial  interests,  toward  the  evening  of 
his  career  is  still  bu.sy  and  in  the  enjoyment  of  the 
fruits  which  derstiny  ordained. 

It  was  not  ordered  that  Texas  should  give  W. 
B.  Worsham  birth,  it  is  .sufiicient  that  his  con- 
quests should  occur  m thi.s  state.  His  natal  day 
was  February  8,  1813,  and  Ills  place  Callaw.ay 
comity,  Mis.souri.  He  is  a son  of  William  Tal- 
bert '(A'orsham.  -who  migrated  to  AIis:souri  about 
1835  from  near  Petersburg,  'v'irginia,  where  his 
birth  occurred  in  i8r  ?.  He  devoted  liis  life  to  the 
farm  and  died  in  Callawa}'  in  1883.  He  married 
.Minta  Ann  Stokes,  who  passed  awat'  in  1803, 
being  the  mother  of  the  following  children: 
Henrv  S,,  of  Comanche  count)',  (Oklahoma;  Wil- 
liam r>. ; Dilreon  V..  of  .\da,  Indian  'J'erritory. 
A .son,  Josejih  A.,  diiai  in  Henrietta  as  post- 
master of  the  city  tmder  the  first  (.'’leveland  ad- 
ministration. Two  daughters.  Airs.  Mary  Wiley 
and  Airs.  Eliza  .A.  Johnson,  died  in  Lawrence 
countv,  Afissouri,  leaving  families. 

A countr)  .schixil  eruicatitm  was  all  that  .seemeti 
in  store  for  young  AA’orsham  on  the  farm,  and  the 
first  year  of  the  war  he  enlisted  in  the  Fifteenth 
ATisscuri  (,'avalrv — as  did  al-o  hi.s  older  and 
younger  brothers — for  service  in  Capt.  Samuel 
Roberts’  Company,  United  State.s  troo]>s.  He 
saw  .service  arotind  Springfield.  Alissouri,  ami  in 
•Arkansas  and  the  Cherokee  Nation  and  w as  dis- 
charged in  1865.  being  mustered  out  June 
thirtieth  of  that  year. 

The  first  half  a dozen  vears  succeeding  the 
war  Air.  AVorshain  spent  on  the  farm  in  his  iiativ'c 
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■niiny  Having  an  opportunity  to  exceed  the 
orufits  of  the  farm  in  a wholly  different  line  of 
'.\orU,  lie  took  adxaiitage  of  it  and  engatjed  in 
railroad  contract  work.  He  did  grading  on  the 
Union  Pacific,  built  sixteen  miles  of  the  St.  Louis 
•ud  San  Franci.'CO  at  Pierce  City,  Missouri.  He 
•nandoned  this  business  in  i<S68,  came  to  Texas 
■nd  engaged  as  a cattle  drover  between  this 
state  and  Kansas,  Baxter  Springs  and  Coffey- 
ville  were  his  objective  points  and  he  shipped 
many  cars  of  native  beef  from  there  to  markets 
of  tile  east.  In  liyP  he  began  ranching  in  Qay 
county.  Ilis  succc.i:'  enabled  him  to  purchase 
tracts  of  pasture  land  in  this  and  Hardeman 
county,  ffe  first  located  at  Cambridge  but  in 
i<S8o  removed  to  Hardeman  county,  where  he  ac- 
quired a ranch  of  some  twenty-five  thousand 
jcrcs — which  he  yet  own.s — as  well  as  a vast 
tract  almost  adjoining  Henrietta,  in  Clay  county, 
aggregating  about  forty  thousand  acres.  His 
Hardeman  county  pos'^e-siuns  extend  into  Foard 
■'Hinty,  and  at  one  time,  wliile  a partner  with  J. 
R.  StepheiLs,  had  some  sixty  thousand  head  of 
cattle  on  the  range,  in  1882  the  partnership  with 
Mr.  Stephens  was  dis.solve<l  and  since  then  Mr. 
Wor.-liani  has  comluvle.l  his  live  stock  business 
alone,  having  s.ane  ten  thousand  head  of  cattle  on 
grass. 

Some  twenty  years  ago  Mr.  Worsham  became 
•Uracted  to  banking  as  a business  and  took  an 
interest  in  the  Dallas  National  Bank.  Later  he 
icquired  an  interest  in  the  Cainesville  National 
• rid  in  the  Henrietta  .National  Bank,  which  latter 
Went  out  of  business  in  1887.  The  bank  of  W.  B. 
W'orsham  and  Co.  was  organized  hv  Mr.  Wor- 
siiam  in  j8')8,  in  Henrietta,  and  is  officered  by 
WP  }>.  Worsham  as  president.  W.  H.  Featherston 
ri':  vice  president  and  F.  B.  Wyatt  as  cashier, 
i Jther  capitali.sts  and  financiers  arc  stockholders 
■ <i  llie  liaiik  and  it  is  nniversally  regardeil  as  dur- 
•ble  and  safe  as  the  rock  of  Gibraltar.  Mr. 
Worsham  is  interested  in  the  Exchange  National 
Bank  at  Dallas — a director  in  it;  is  a director  in 
the  Dallas  Brewing  Company  and  is  extensively 
intiTested  in  the  oil-mill  and  cotton-gin  industries 
‘'It  -Ardmore  and  Tishomingo,  Indian  Territory. 
His  farming  interests  are  also  by  no  means 
small. 

Mr.  Worsham's  tw  o children  b\’  marriage  with 
Meitie  G.  f.A>Hin.-,  v.h'im  he  married  in  Pike 
county,  Missouri,  m 1875,  arc  Leola  P.,  wife  of 
K.  ,N.  llajigood,  with  the  \V.  B.  Wor.shani  hank, 
of  Henrietta,  .ami  Carl  i\I.,  who  married  IMay 
F.aslcy  and  resides  on  the  Worsham  ranch  near 
lleiinetta.  Mrs.  v\  . B.  Worsham  was  Ixim  in 
1S5.5  and  is  a daughter  of  James  M.  Collin.s,  a 


\ irginia  gentleman  and  farmer  who  passed  away 
in  Missouri. 

While  Mr.  Worsham  is  strictly  a business  man 
and  can  always  find  something  to  do,  he  has  had 
some  trifling  diversions  in  politics.  Contrary  to 
the  rule  in  Texas  he  is  a Republican  and  has 
served  his  party  as  a delegate  to  state  conventions. 
\Vhilc  he  has  not  attempted  to-  achieve  anything 
in  politics  he  has  achieved  everything  in  business. 
As  has  been  seen  he  holds  a confidential  relation 
to  many  strong  financial  institutions  and  enter- 
prises and  the  formidable  masters  of  Texas 
finance  recognize  in  him  a compeer  worthy  of  his 
spurs. 

ROWAN  H.  TUCKER,  general  claim  agent 
of  the  Fort  M'orth  and  Denver  CiU''  Railroad,  also 
prominent  in  municipal  affairs  of  Fort  Worth, 
has,  from  the  fact  of  his  birth  near  the  city 
and  an  almost  lifelong  residence  therein,  a more 
intimate  acquaintance  with  Fort  Worth  and  this 
portion  of  Texas  than  almost  any  one  except  the 
oldest  “old-timers.” 

Born  on  a farm  about  four  miles  north  of 
Fort  Worth,  in  1855,  he  is  the  son  of  one  of  the 
first  settlers  and  until  his  death  one  of  the  most 
prominent  citizens  of  Fort  Worth.  Judge  Wil- 
liam B.  Tucker  was  a man  of  distinction  both  by 
reason  of  his  character  and  the  influence  and  use- 
fulness of  his  life  work.  Born  in  Casey  county, 
Kentucky,  October  5,  1824,  he  belonged  to  a Vir- 
ginia family  which  contained  the  best  elements 
of  the  old  southern  aristocracy.  His  grandfather, 
William  Tucker,  had  fought  in  the  American 
Revolution,  and,  a patriot  and  man  of  mark  in 
his  part  of  the  state,  added  further  distinction  to 
his  house  by  marning  iMiss  Nancy  Lee,  who 
belonged  to  the  family  famous  in  all  the  great 
epochs  of  our  country's  history,  Robert  F.  Lee 
being  of  the  same  stock. 

Judge  William  B.  Tucker  came  to  Te.xas  in 
1851,  locating  four  miles  north  of  the  military 
post  of  Fort  Worth,  at  a time  when  the  entire 
region  thereabout  was  the  frontier,  there  being 
only  one  house  between  Fort  Worth  and 
Weatherford.  Taking  up  land,  he  engaged  in 
farming  and  stock-raising  for  some  years,  and 
soon  became  one  of  the  best  known  and  most  in- 
fluential citizens  of  the  county.  Tie  was  elecm  ? 
shcrifif  of  the  county  in  1856,  being"  the  second 
.sheriff  the  county  ever  liad.  The  county  seat  was 
then  at  Birdville.  Serving  as  sheriff  until  1858, 
in  that  year  he  was  elected  district  clerk,  from 
w Inch  office  he  was  promoted,  by  election,  in  1862 
to  county  judge.  In  1S65  lie  “resigned”  by  re- 
ipiest,  along  with  the  other  county  officials,  doing 
so  at  the  instance  of  Edmund  J.  Davis,  at  tliat 
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time  the  military'  governor  of  Texas,  who,  in 
carr>'ing  into  effect  his  “reconstruction”  policy, 
placed  his  henchmen  in  all  the  offices  of  the  state 
wherever  a possible  excuse  for  that  course  could 
be  found.  Thus  leaving  public  life.  Judge  Tucker 
became  interested  in  industrial  affairs,  conducting 
a mill  and  gin  on  the  south  side  of  the  city, 
where  Jennings  avenue  now  is,  and  also  bought 
one  hundred  and  seventy  acres  of  land,  which 
was  subdivided  and  platted  in  1872  as  Tucker’s 
Addition  to  Fort  Worth.  In  1872,  also,  he  built 
his  residence  in  that  part  of  the  addition  known 
as  Tucker’s  Hill,  one  of  the  highest  points  in  the 
city.  South  Main  street  now  runs  by  the  block 
of  ground  on  which  this  noble  and  picturesque 
old  residence  stands.  At  the  time  it  was  built  it 
was  the  finest  residence  in  the  city,  one  of  the 
objects  of  interest  pointed  out  to  strangers  in 
those  days.  It  was  the  successful  management 
and  sale  of  this  real  estate  that  made  Judge 
Tucker  wealthy,  so  that  the  later  \^ears  of  his  life 
were  spent  without  anxiety  as  to  financial  cir- 
cumstances. He  served  several  times  in  the  city 
council,  and  was  at  all  times  a man  whose  opin- 
ion commanded  respect  among  his  associates. 
The  death  of  this  honored  pioneer  citizen  oc- 
curred in  March.  1900.  His  wife  was  IMahala  A. 
(Myers)  Tucker,  a native  of  Logan  county, 
Kentucky,  and  she  died  in  September,  1887. 

The  birthplace  of  Rowan  H.  Tucker  wa.s  his 
father’s  original  homestead,  the.  place  where 
Major  Jarvis  now  lives,  a short  distance  north  of 
North  Fort  Worth.  The  family  moved  into  town 
in  1859,  and  he  was  therefore  reared  to  manhood 
in  this  city,  which  he  has  seen  develop  from  a 
tjqjical  frontier  settlement  to  its  present  propor- 
tions. After  receiving  his  education  in  the 
schools  of  Fort  Wortli  and  at  ^lansfield  College, 
he  received  appointment  as  cattle  inspector  for 
Tarrant  count)'.  In  1878  he  became  deputy  sher- 
iff under  Sheriff  Henderson,  and  in  1880  became 
chief  deputy  under  W.  T.  Maddox,  under  whom 
he  served  six  years,  and  was  then  deputy  under 
Sheriff  B.  H.  Shipp  two  years.  Leaving  the 
sheriff's  office  on  November  20,  i888,  on  the  first 
of  December  following  he  began  hi.s  service  with 
the  Fort  Worth  and  Denver  City  Railroad  as 
special  agent.  Having  continued  his  connection 
with  tliat  company  ever  since,  he  is  now  one  of 
the  oldest  officials  of  the  road,  which  was  com- 
pleted only  in  1887.  In  1894  came  his  appoint- 
ment as  general  claim  agent,  in  which  capacity  he 
has  served  to  the  present  time. 

Mr.  Tucker  has  been  a member  of  the  Fort 
'W'orth  city  council  four  terms,  as  representative 
of  the  Fifth  Ward,  his  last  official  term  ending 
in  1902.  While  alderman  he  was  chairman  of 


the  police  board  committee,  chairman  of  the 
claims  committee,  and  member  of  the  fire  com- 
mittee and  purchasing  committee. 

February  16,  1879,  Mr.  Tucker  married,  in 
Fort  Worth,  Miss  Lou  A.  Archer,  who  was  born 
in  Union  parish,  Louisiana.  They  hav'e  two  chil- 
dren, Miss  Fay  and  Rowan  H.,  Jr. 

THOMAS  BE.NTON  COLLINS,  one  of  the 
leading  business  men  of  Arlington,  is  numbered 
among  the  veterans  of  the  Civil  war,  and  is  a 
worthy  representative  of  a family  wFo  have  val- 
iantly aided  their  country  in  the  many  struggles 
in  which  it  has  been  engaged.  His  patcriial 
great-grandfather  was  a Revolutionary  soldier, 
lie  was  born  in  Ireland,  and  after  corning  to 
America  took  up  his  abode  in  Virginia.  His  son, 
Barbe  G.  Collins,  was  a native  of  that  common- 
wealth, and  at  the  inauguration  of  the  war  of 
1812  he  raised  and  commanded  a company,  tak- 
ing part  in  the  battle  of  New  Orleans.  His  son 
and  the  father  of  Thomas  B.  Collins,  Archibald 
W.  Collins,  was  bom  in  Kentucky  in  1803,  but 
when  three  years  of  age,  in  1806,  was  Paken  by 
his  parents  to  Tennessee,  and  in  1832  located  in 
Jackson  county,  Alabama.  He,  too,  enlisted  in 
the  defense  of  his  country,  serving  as  a 
soldier  in  the  Florida  Indian  war.  He  married 
Eliza  Reid,  the  daughter  of  J.  B.  Reid,  and  a 
descendant  on  the  maternal  side  of  John  Slavin, 
a native  of  the  north  of  Ireland.  After  coming 
to  America  he  settled  in  Virginia,  and  his  de- 
scendants afterward  located  in  Kentucky.  The 
.Slavins  were  an  old  and  prominent  family  in  the 
north  of  Ireland.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Archibald  W. 
Collins  became  the  parents  of  five  sons.  One  of 
the  sons,  William  Jo-sepjh  Collins,  was  a veteran 
of  the  Civil  war,  having  served  as  a member  of 
Company  I,  Forty-first  Tennessee  Infantry.  He 
came  to  Texas  from  Alabama  in  1874,  and  died  at 
Arlington  on  the  6th  of  h'ebruary,  1905.  R.  W. 
and  M.  R.  served  with  General  B.  Forest. 

By  the  second  marri.age  of  the  father  to  ilalin- 
da  Reid,  sister  of  hi.s  first  wife,  there  were  tw'o 
sons  and  two  daughters,  T.  B.  and  J.  S.  and  Eliza 
M.  and  Mary  A.  T.  B.  also  served  in  the  Confed- 
erate army  under  General  Bragg. 

Thomas  B.  Collins,  the  eldest  of  his  parents’ 
five  children,  was  born  in  Jackson  county,  Ala- 
bama, on  the  23d  of  September,  1838,  and  was 
reared  to  the  life  of  a fanner  1k)v,  receiving  his 
education  in  a primitiv'e  log  cabin  school  house. 
In  1859  he  came  to  Texas,  first  taking  up  his 
abode  in  Grimes  county,  and  when  after  Lincoln’s 
inauguration  in  March,  1861,  it  became  known 
that  there  would  be  war  between  the  states  he 
began  drilling  a company  in  that  month,  and 
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upon  tlie  deckirati'‘n  of  war  enlisted  in  Company 
C.  Captain  D.  W'.  Shannon.  Fifth  Texas  Cavalry, 
Colonel  Toni  Green's  Re^'inicnt.  Ilis  first  service 
was  in  .New  Mexicf'  rai'l  Arizona,  participating 
in  the  battles  of  \'al  \'erde.  Glorietta  and  Peralta, 
and  .starting:  east  from  that  countrv  he  walked 
from  El  Paso  to  San  .Vntonio,  and  thence  going 
to  Austin  joined  the  Texas  trcsaps  at  Hem[>.stead. 
Jonrnet  iag  on  to  nonhw eslern  Louisiana,  lie  en- 
gaged in  the  campaign  against  Hanks  in  his  first 
attempt  to  ascend  the  Red  river  in  1S63,  following 
which  he  took  part  in  a number  of  skirmishes  in 
northern  I.ouisiana,  aial  they  were  then  ordered 
to  Pine  Bluff,  .\rkansas.  to  cover  Price’s  retreat 
out  of  Ylissonri,  Returning  south  they  frnight 
P>anks'  army  at  .\lexandri;t.  and  later  tix>k  part 
in  tile  battle  of  I\Ian>fie!d.  in  which  Banks  was 
defeated,  also  in  tlu-  halile  of  Pleasant  Hill  early 
in  the  spring  of  18O4.  and  in  tlie  same  sjuing  the 
company  returned  to  Hf'ii.ston.  serving  in  the 
TrariS-iUis.sis.sijipi  department,  until  the  clo.se  of 
the  war,  being  fli.sbanded  IM'ay  u8,  1S65.  During 
his.  service  in  the  army  Mr.  Collins  was  made 
commissary  sergeant  of  his  regiment,  and  near 
the  close  cU'  the  war  became  its  commissary'  cap- 
tain. 

At  the  close  of  hi.s  long  military  career  l\Ir. 
Collins  returned  to  Grimes  county',  and  in  i866 
went  again  to  his  iiative  .state  of  .Vlabania,  where 
he  remained  until  1874,  Wliile  there  residing  in 
October.  iSoj,  lie  was  ni.arried  to  hli.ss  Hannah 
j.  Sims,  the  dauglitei  of  Xaihan  .'^iivis,  a farmer. 
This  marriage  took  place  at  Estelle’s  i’ork.  where 
-Mr,  Collins  was  engag^ed  in  mercantile  pursuits 
until  his  reiuru  to  l e.\as  in  1874.  He  tiicn  took 
up  his  abode  at  J ’oortown.  Dallas  county,  where 
he  opened  a store  and  conducted  the  same  for 
t\v(>  v'ear.s,  removing  tlienee  to  Tarrant  county 
and  loauing  on  a farm  at  \rlington,  which  he 
h'lng  ow  ned  arel  toiidncted,  but  during  the  great- 
er part  of  the  lime  lias  made  his  liome  in  town. 
In  later  years  he  .sold  his  farming  intere,->is,  and 
is  now  a memher  of  the  Arlington  Real  Estate 
CViUipany,  of  which  he  is  manager,  and  of  which 
Hon.  \\',  B.  Fitzliugli  and  F.  R.  M'allace  are  the 
other  members.  This  firm  doe.s  a general  Imsine.ss 
in  real  estate,  loans  and  insurance,  and  has  done 
a g<K>d  work  in  attracting  attention  to  the  advan- 
tages of  .Arlington  as  a residence  city  and  also  to 
the  agricultural  value  of  the  surrounding  coim- 
Iry. 

Mr.  Collins  has  also  taken  an  active  part  in  the 
political  life  c>f  his  comiinmity,  having  for  two 
years  scrvcil  as  mayor  of  Arlington,  and  is  also 
an  ex-ci'innty  tteasiirer,  elected  as  such  in  1892 
against  three  other  candidates  by  a majority'  of 
one  thousand  five  hundred  an.l  four  votes  and  re- 


elected in  1894  without  opposition  in  his  own 
party  hy  a majority  of  nineteen  luindred  and 
nine  votes.  He  declinexl  a third  nomination,  thus 
esTalilisliing'  a pirecedent  for  limiting  the  term  of 
office  of  county  treasurer  by  one  man  to  two 
terms.  He  has  ever  been  a .stanch  supporter  of  the 
Democratic  party, ca.sting  his  vote  in  support  of  its 
men  and  measures  at  each  succeeding  election, 
liis  first  fire.sklential  vote  having'  been  given  to 
John  C.  Breckenridge. 

Untri  Mr.  and  Mrs,  Collins  have  been  born 
eleven  children,  four  of  whom  are  deceased,  A. 
S.,  Joseivh  and  two  infants,  and  those  living  are 
W.  B. : IMackie,  the  wife  of  J.  D.  Swain ; Georgia, 
the  wife  of  G.  W . Goodin;  Thomas  W.,  James 
M.,  F..  ,S.  and  Ethel.  jMr.  Collin.s  has  long  held 
membership  rekitions  with  the  Camp  of  U.  C.  V. 
at  .Arlington,  of  which  he  is  serving  as  adjutant. 
Me  is  a memher  of  the  Primitive  Baptist  church. 

\\ . .M.  S-AL.MOX.  who  is  ranked  with  the 
prominent  farmers  and  .st<x;kmen  of  Montague 
county,  Texas,  i.s  a native  of  the  l,<vne  Star  state. 
Air.  Salmon  was  born  in  Rusk  county',  Texas,  De- 
cember 28,  1866,  son  of  John  T..  and  Afartha 
(Linchaemn)  Salmon,  both  natives  of  North 
Carolina.  Hi.s  parents  were  married  in  North 
Carolina,  and  in  1846  came  from  there  to  Texas, 
settling  in  Rusk  county,  where  the  father  Ixrught 
a large  tract  of  land,  and  improveyl  a farm  and 
had  extensive  cattle  interests.  Also  he  con- 
ducted a country  store  on  hi.s  place.  He  owned 
a luunber  of  .slaves,  and  carried  on  his  opera- 
tions successfully  up  to  the  time  of  the  Civil  war. 
The  war  cost  him  the  saving.s  of  a lifetime  and 
robbe<l  hi.s  heirs  of  the  vast  estate  that  would 
have  been  tlieir.s.  He  was  a Democrat  and  an 
ardent  secessionist,  but,  phy.sic.ally  was  not 
strong,  and  took  no  active  part  in  the  war.  Fra- 
ternally  he  was  a ATason.  Both  his  lirothers, 
'fhomas  and  Edward,  also  settled  in  Texas,  and. 
like  him.  liecarae  honored  and  resix'cted  citi- 
zens, He  tlied  at  his  homestead  in  1880.  Some 
time  after  his  death  his  widow'  moved  to  Gaines- 
ville, where  she  remained  until  death  claimed 
her,  in  i8ot.  at  the  age  of  sixty-five  years.  She 
was  a member  of  the  Christian  church.  Her 
fatlier  was  one  of  the  early  settlers  and  well-to-do 
farmers  of  Rusk  county.  Her  brother  Row’,  the 
tiuly  memher  of  the  Linchacum  family  now  liv- 
ing, occupies  the  old  home.stead  in  Rtush  cemnty. 
The  children  of  John  L.  and  Alartha  Salmon 
are;  Mrs.  T.aura  Birdwell ; William  G.,  Al.  D., 
who  dic<l  Julv  3.  1S87;  Airs.  Susan  Galloway; 
Tolm.  a nhvsician  of  Breckenridge,  Texas;  Mrs. 
Martha  Mh'lson;  Mrs.  Fanny  Williams;  and  W. 
M.,  whose  name  introduces  this  sketch. 


HISTORY  <:>F  NORl'H  AXI)  WEST  TEXAS. 


i05 


VV.  M.  Salmon,  being  the  yc)ungcst  of  the  fam- 
ily and  his  boyhood  da_v.s  being  passed  on  tlic 
pioneer  farm  in  Rusk  county,  did  not  have  the 
educational  advant?.gcs  that  the  oklfr  members 
of  the  family  enjoyed.  After  the  death,  of  his 
father,  his  mother  moved  to  Gainesville,  where- 
his  brother,-  William  C.,  for  some  years  had  been 
engaged  in  the  practice  of  medicine  and  had 
leased  the  March  ranch  near  Spanish  Fort  and 
was  interested  in  the  cattle  business.  In  1883 
W.  M.  Salmon  went  to  work  as  an  assisraiit  on 
the  ranch  and  remained  there  until  after  his 
brother’s  death  in  1887,  at  which  time  he  had 
control  of  the  stock  and  everything  pertaining 
to  the  farm.  Jn  1890  he  disposed  of  most  of 
the  stock  and  moved  the  rest  to  lands  owned  by 
the  family,  near  Nocona,  where  he  now  live,s, 
and  to  which  he  h.as  added  hy  subsequent  pur- 
chase until  his  hoklings  compri.se  at  this  w riting 
no  less  than  2,^40  acres,  four  himdrod  acres  be- 
ing under  cultivation.  He  has  made  many  sub- 
stantial improvements,  including  commodious 
residence,  three  tenant  houses,  other  farm  build- 
ings, wind  mills,  orchard,  etc.  Having  the  mo.st 
of  his  land  rented,  Mr.  Salmon  gives  his  chief 
attention  to  his  cattle,  his  herd  averaging  four 
hundred  head.  .Also  he  owns  a fine  stallion  and 
jack  and  raises  horses  and  mules. 

Politically  Air.  Salmon  is  a Democrat,  and 
fraternally'  he  is  iflentificd  with  both  (he  Masonic 
order  and  the  Fraternal  Brotherhood.- 

May  3,  1880.  he  married  the  widow  of  his 
brother.  Dr.  Whlliani  G..  Airs.  Alattic  II.  (Wal- 
ker') Salmon.  She  was  horn  in  Tennessee  in 
1861.  only  child  of  Dr.  Addison  Walker  and  wife 
Alentlo,  nee  Sutton,  both  natives  of  Tennessee. 
It  was  while  on  a visit  to  Texa.s  with  her  uncle 
that  she  formed  the  acquaintance  of  Dr.  Salmon. 
Her  grandfather,  Addison  AValkcr,  Sr.,  was  a 
prominent  farmer  and  slave  owner  of  Tennes- 
see. His  children  were  Joiin  P.,  a phy  sician  of 
Alissouri,  Airs.  Alary  Balcom  and  Addison.  By 
her  first  marriage.  Mrs.  Salmon  had  one  child. 
Mariah,  born  Alay  23,  1880,  and  now  the  wife 
of  Thomas  Ilobeu,  a prominent  rancher  of  Alon- 
taguc  countv.  The  children  of  the  second  mar- 
riage are:  Harold,  born  Alay  20,  i8qo;  Fred, 

June  21,  1892;  Helen,  July  8,  t804-:  Raymond, 
August  3,  1896;  Thelma,  July  8,  1899:  and 
Wilburn,  July  7,  1902. 

REUBEN  GESEER  C^ARK.  When  the 
Red  River  Cattle  Company’s  ranch  was  being 
parceled  out  to  actual  settlers  Reuben  G.  Clark 
became  one  of  the  early  purchasers  and  the  three 
hundred  and  tvventy-six  acres  which  constitutes 
his  home,  and  is  so  well  and  substantially  im- 


proved, was  Init  a wild  and  forbidding  tract 
whose  gra--.y  -'vard  w;ts  relievcHl  only  hy  clu'-ter,-. 
of  the  scrubby  oak.  This  spot  i,f  groutiil  was 
cmhractil  witliin  ihe  .l  eiers  Coh.inv  land,  and  is 
situated  four  miles  south  of  Bdlevite,  iii  (.day 
county,  and  upijii  it  Air.  Ctark  lias  made  liis  home 
since  the  montii  of  .Augwst,  1884. 

As  a citizen  of  this  new  county,  among  ihe  first 
acts  of  Air.  Clark  was  the  building  'vf  his  castle 
— for  it  lias  been  decided  that  every  man's 

home  is  his  castic and  a sliainy  twelve 

by  sixteen  feet,  with  two  rooms,  rose  nji 
to  answer  tlu:  pur]iosc.  Being  yet  single 

and  unmarried,  his  new  house  became  no 
more  than  a bachelor’s  quarters  f(,.r  a tew  months, 
Irut  when  Airs.  Clark  became  its  iTiistrcss  it 
served,  with  its  piece-me.il  enlargeinenls,  until 
the  final  remodeling  atid  the  emiioii  of  tlic 
rooiny  home  which  domiciles  its  wiu'iln  owners 
now.  One  piece  of  tarni  iniprr>ven!eiit  follnvcl 
another,  as  the  jiro.cperity  of  the  iwincr  would 
admit,  until  there  is  nothing  left  to  be  done  save 
enjoy  the  simple  cinolmnents  that  folloiv  iu  the 
wake  of  intelligent  and  honest  toil. 

In  Eehni.'iry.  1878.  Reuben  G.  (,  l.n  k became  a 
Texas  settler.  lie  bleated  in  Colbn  county,  and 
v^hilc  lltei'c  his  vocation  wxts  th.ir  of  me.ster  of  a 
district  school,  lie  had  j>rcpared  Irim.-elf  Ut  his 
niid-litc  work  in  his  native  state  of  iniiiois.  and 
had  spent  a full  seven  yc.irs'  period  of  succc'-sful 
'Chooi  worlv  there:  atvl  lie  taiigln  seseii  rears  in 
llie  schools  of  Collin  coimtv.  Texas,  He  wa.- 
iiorn  eight  miles  north  c>f  t har'eslon.  in  (~ok;s 
county,  July  13.  1851,  and  ca.mc  to  niaturity  011 
the  farm.  .Ainliitioiis  to  aenuire  more  than  .in 
ordinary  cdtication,  he  liec.'ime  ai.de  to  t.erudi  and 
this  vocatiem  snpplie  l him  wi-'h  tlie  means  to  pro- 
cure a In'gher  mental  eciuqintent.  He  first  attend- 
ed IVestfield  ('oliege  in  Clark  cotinn.  Illinois, 
then  Lee’s  Aca<lemy , Coles  cointti , and  finalls'  he 
entered  the  .Xational  Xonnal  Ihiiversity  at  I.cli- 
anon,  Ohio,  where  ho  gnnlii.'tted  wit  It  the  d:i.ss 
of  187,9  He  joined  tlie  profession  of  texaching 
reguUirlv  (lien  and  remaincvl  with  it  until  his 
voluntary  retirement  to  hm me  a farmer  in  !88.). 

Mr.  Chirk  is  a son  of  Vv'ir'iam  H.  ('lark,  horn 
at  Alavsville,  Kentiickv,  in  1823,  and  at  three 
i-ears  of  age  wa--  ttikcn  into  (,'oles  oninti  . lilinois. 
iiy  his  father,  Benjamin  F.  Clark.  'I'lie  fatlwr  and 
grandfather  were  farmers,  and  the  latter  died  in 
Coles  county  in  1833  at  sixty-five.  He  married 
Sartili  TTainmond.  and  their  children  were:  Ben- 
jamin, Lewis.  William  II..  Andrew  J..  Alalinda. 
w ife  of  John  Rardin ; Lucinda,  wlio  married 
Frank  Daugherty,  and  Phehc,  who  became  the 
wife  of  W'esley  Daugherty,  Tire  vonngest  daugh- 
ter. Paulina,  married  John  Galbraith. 
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Willi, ■un  H.  Chir.k,  father  of  our  .‘.ubjcct,  was  a 
citizen  of  Coles  county,  Illinois,  until  1874,  when 
he  migrated  to  Kansas  and  settled  at  Toledo,  re- 
maining in  the  Sunilovver  state  till  i8q2,  when  he, 
accompanied  hy  his  wife  and  four  younger  chil- 
dren. located  in  Johnson  county,  Missouri,  where 
thev  now  reside,  Julia  Ann  Rardin  became  Mrs. 
William  IT.  t'lark  in  1850.  She  was  a daughter 
of  Samuel  Rardin.  a Kentucky  settler  to  Illinois, 
and  the  issue  of  her  union  with  Mr.  Clark  were; 
Reuben  G. ; Eliza  J.,  wife  of  .Andrew  J.  Campbell, 
"f  .VeoslKt  Falls,  Kansas;  Dumas  V.,  of  t'oles 
County,  Illinois:  Harriet,  wife  of  Thomas  Carter, 
of  tV'ies  County.  Illinois;  Andrew  D..  of  Mattoon. 
Illinois;  John  G.,  of  Johnson  county,  Missouri; 
Sa.rah,  wife  of  Frank  Barnes,  of  Johnson  county, 
Missouri;  X'ancy,  who  married  Henry  Blanchard, 
of  Got  oho,  C)klahoma.  and  Susan,  unmarried  and 
at  the  parental  nre.sidc. 

Reuben  G.  Clark  was  united  in  marriage  in 
Collin  county,  Te.N.as,  with  Alincrva  J.  Reeves, 
March  t,  1S85.  Mrs.  C'lark's  parents  were  J.  N. 
Reeves  and  .Miss  Ellen  T.  Martin,  the  father  a 
Kentuckian  and  the  mother  also  a native  c>f  Ken- 
tucky. Ctf  their  various  ineanderings  we  will 
mentiem  southern  Illinois.  Blanco  countv,  and 
finally  Collin  county,  Texas.  Mrs.  Clark  is  the 
olde.'t  (,f  >ix  cliildren,  the  others  being:  William 
T..  Howanl.  Martha,  wife  of  M.  T.  Hilbin; 
Josiah  and  Mary,  wife  of  Joseph  J.  Cato. 

IMr.  and  Mrs.  Clark's  children  arc;  Wulliara 
Xelson  .and  Lillie  Alay.  The  Clarks  of  this  fam- 
ily are  all  Democrats  and  .Mr.  (.'lark  served  his 
township  in  Illinois  as  it.s  clerk.  He  and  his  wife 
are  Methodists  and  they  have  reared  their  chil- 
dren to  know  and  do  the  right. 

T-.E(.)NII).\S  SUGGS.  AI.  D.,  engaged  in 
the  practice  of  medicine  and  surgery  in  Fort 
Worth,  is  a native  of  Titu.s  county,  Texas,  and  a 
son  of  W.  G.  and  M.arv  iTIali  I Sugg.s.  His  father 
was  biMTi  in  Xortli  t’an.ilina  and  emigrated  to 
Texas  in  1842,  and  thu>  hecoming  one  of  the 
early  settlers  he  experienced  the  hardships,  priva- 
tions and  (Lingers  of  jjionccr  life  in  the  reclama- 
tion of  this  state  f"r  the  pur)ioses  of  civilization. 
Ih,'  V,  a.,  a farmer,  interested  in  agricultural  pur- 
■mrs  in  'I  itus  county  for  many  vetirs.  and  he  died 
111  the  V,  ,ir  i(iC)i.  lie  is  .still  surxived  by  his  wid- 
ow. who  i.s  a native  of  Tennessee. 

1-ir.  Suggs  w.is  reared  in  the  u.sual  manner  of 
larm  lads  and  in  the  jnililic.  schoeds  mastered  the 
common  branches  of  learning.  Determining  upon 
a professional  career  as  a life  work  he  prepared 
f(»r  tnc  .study  of  m«.ilicine  .ind  matriculated  in  the 
\ amleriiiit  \Ie<lic.'d  t ollege.  from  which  he  was 
graduate!  1 in  the  clusS  of  i8q2  on  completing  the 


regular  course.  He  first  practiced  at  Benbrook, 
in  Tarrant  county,  but  later  removed  to  Fort 
Worth,  where  he  has  been  an  active  representa- 
tive of  the  medical  fraternity  since  1899.  His  pro- 
fessional attainments  .and  skill  are  such  that  he 
was  elected  to  the  chair  of  histology  in  the  med- 
ical department  of  Fort  Worth  University,  which 
position  he  regularly  fills  outside  of  giving  occa- 
sional lectures  on  physiology  and  other  subjects. 
He  has  been  accorded  a large  and  growing  prac- 
tice as  a general  phvsician  and  has  an  office  in 
connection  with  Dr.  F.  D.  Thompson  in  the  Fort 
Worth  National  Bank  Building.  He  is  physician 
of  a number  of  fraternal  and  insurance  compa- 
nies and  in  all  his  profe.ssional  service  he  has 
maintained  dose  conffirrnity  to  a high  standard 
of  ethics  of  the  medical  fraternity. 

Dr.  Suggs  was  married  in  New  Jersey  to  Miss 
Harriet  Shumaker,  a sister  of  Dr.  George  Shu- 
maker, an  active  and  prominent  physician  of 
rhiladelphia,  and  they  have  two  children.  Mary 
E.  and  Katharine.  It  is  w'dl  that  Dr.  Suggs  has 
a deep  .and  earne.st  interest  in  his  profession  be- 
cause it  leaves  him  little  leisure  lime.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Tarrant  Countyg  the  Texas  State 
and  the  American  Medical  Associations,  and 
thus  keeps  in  touch  with  the  onw-ard  march  of 
the  profession  as  investigation,  research  and  ex- 
jiericnce  arc  broadening  tlic  knowledge  of  the 
medical  fraternity  and  promoting  the  efficiency 
of  its  representatives.  Anything  that  tends  to 
bring  to  man  the  key  to  that  complex  mystery 
wdiich  we  call  life  awakens  the  interest  and  atten- 
tion of  Dr.  Suggs,  and  he  has  a broad,  compre- 
hensive and  accurate  knowledge  of  the  principles 
of  the  medical  and  surgical  science. 

HOX.  ATATX  C.  OWSLEY,  who.se  name  is 
found  upon  die  legislative  records  of  Texas  and 
who  is  now  successfully  eng.iged  in  the  practice 
of  lave  at  Denton  with  a large  and  representative 
client.'ige,  was  born  in  Johnson  county,  Mis.souri, 
.\prii  8,  1856,  his  parents  being  Dr.  Henry  and 
Louisiana  (Mansfield)  Owsley.  The  father  was 
born  in  Crab  Ordiard,  Kentucky,  October  4, 
1817.  w hile  his  anccstor.s  were  from  Virginia.  In 
his  boyh<Hxl  days  he  accompanied  his  parents  on 
their  removal  to  Johii.son  county,  Missouri,  where 
he  studied  medicine  in  the  office  and  under  the 
direction  of  Dr.  Hoff  of  Harrodsburg,  that  state. 
In  order  to  still  further  perfect  himself  for  the 
practice  he  entered  the  Jacksonville  (Illinois) 
Medical  College,  in  which  he  completed  the  regu- 
lar course  and  was  graduated  with  the  class  of 
1846.  He  then  opened  an  office  in  Johnson  coun- 
ty, Mis.souri,  where  he  remained  until  1849,  when 
lie  made  an  overland  trip  to  California,  attracted 
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by  the  discovery  of  gold  on  the  Pacific  slope. 
In  1851  he  returned  to  Missouri,  where  he  de- 
voted his  time  and  energies  to  professional  serv- 
ice until  1861.  In  tliat  year,  however,  he  put  aside 
all  business  and  personal  con.siderations  and 
joined  the  Confederate  army  as  assistant  surgeon 
in  Price’s  Battalion,  while  later  he  was  appointed 
hospital  surgeon.  While  at  the  front  he  was 
wounded  and  this  occasioned  his  return  home.  In 
1863  he  started  again  to  make  the  trip  across  the 
plains  to  the  gold  mines,  this  time  accompanied  by 
all  of  his  family.  They  slopped  first  at  Austin, 
Nevada,  then  a new  mining  camp,  and  in  1864 
they  resumed  their  westward  journey  to  Califor- 
nia, locatinp-  in  the  central  part  of  that  state.  A 
few  years  later,  however.  Dr.  Owsley  returned 
east  and  in  1873  he  located  in  Denton.  Texas, 
where  he  remained  until  his  death,  which  oc- 
curred in  1902.  His  wife  survived  him,  passing 
away  in  Denton  on  the  22d  of  December,  1904. 

Hon.  Alvin  C.  Ow.sley  had  the  interesting  ex- 
perience as  a boy  of  living  in  the  new  west,  v here 
pioneer  conditions  existed  and  all  of  the  environ- 
ment was  that  of  frontier  life.  He  acquired  his 
education  in  the  .schools  of  Grass  Valley,  Lake- 
port  and  i\Iarysville,  California,  and  also  attend- 
ed Hill’s  Institute  in  Sacramento,  subsequent  to 
vvhidi  time,  in  1869,  he  entered  St.  \’inrent".s 
College  at  Los  Angeles,  from  which  he  was  grad- 
uated in  1872  with  the  highest  honors  of  his  class, 
receiving  a special  medal  for  mathematical  pro- 
ficiency. He  paid  his  own  way  through  college 
with  money  earned  as  an  employe  of  the  Los 
Angeles  Star,  first  having  a newspaper  carrier’s 
route  and  later  in  charge  of  the  city  circulation 
oi  the  paper.  The  ambition  which  he  displayed 
in  thus  preparing  for  hi.s  education  has  been  a 
salient  characteristic  of  his  entire  life  and  has  led 
to  successful  accomplishment  where  others  of 
less  resolute  purpose  tvould  have  failed. 

Immediately  after  his  graduation  Mr.  Owsley 
returned  to  Missouri,  and  at  Sedalia  took  up  the 
study  of  law  in  the  office  of  the  late  Senator  V est. 
In  February,  1873,  I'e  came  to  Denton.  Texas, 
where  he  has  since  made  his  home.  For  two 
years  he  engaged  in  teaching  school  here,  but 
devoted  all  of  his  lei.sure  hours  to  the  study  of 
law,  and  in  1873  he  admitted  to  practice. 
He  has  always  been  an  energetic,  progressive 
and  re.soureeful  lawyer,  presenting  his  cause  with 
clearness  and  force,  while  in  his  arguments  his 
deductions  follow  with  logical  sequence.  His 
practice,  which  is  now  extensive  and  important, 
connects  him  with  all  the  courts  and  he  has  a 
large  and  valuable  library. 

Ori  the  8th  of  April  1880,  Mr.  Owsley  was 
married  to  Miss  Sallie  M.  Blount,  a daughter  of 


Judge  J.  M.  Blount  of  Denton,  Texas.  Eight 
children  have  been  born  unto  them  ; Eunice,  Ixui- 
isiana,  Jessie,  Alvin,  Stella,  Clark,  Cliarloitc  and 
Henryv  .All  are  still  at  home  with  the  exception 
of  the  eldest  daughter,  who  is  now  the  wife  of 
James  G.  Wright. 

Mr.  Owsley  holds  membership  in  the  Chris- 
tian church  and  IMrs.  Owsley  in  the  Baptist 
church.  He  is  an  orator  of  considerable  promi- 
nence inTe.xas  and  has  been  a recognized  leader  in 
public  life  of  the  state  for  many  3'ears,  wielding  a 
wide  influence.  In  1888  he  was  elected  a mem- 
ber of  the  twenty-first  Texas  legislature,  and  his 
work  in  that  body  resulted  in  the  pass.-ige  of 
some  of  the  mo.st  important  legislative  niea.sure.s 
ever  enacted  in  the  commonwerdtli.  He  served 
on  a mimbcr  of  the  leading  committees  of  that 
session  of  tlie  general  a.ssemblv,  having  a jiosition 
of  prominence  and  on  judiciary  committee,  No.  i, 
as  well  as  on  intc'mal  improvement  committee 
and  others.  He  was  responsible  for  the  first  anti- 
tnust  law  ever  agitated  in  Texas,  which  .state  has 
become  f.unous  for  its  effective  anti-trust  slatutes. 
During  the  same  session  he  was  appointed  ch.air- 
man  of  a committee  of  five  to  draft  a .substitute 
trust  law  and  Mr.  Owsle}’  prepared  the  draft  of 
the  law  with  the  .assistance  of  .Altrtrnev  General 
James  Hogg,  afterward  governor  of  Texas.  This 
measure  was  p.as.scd  by  that  session,  but  was  held 
to  be  unconst itutionai  by  Ehiited  States  Circuit 
Judge  McCormick.  The  delay  in  obtaining  a de- 
cision from  the  supreme  court  caused  the  petqne 
to  become  impatient  and  another  trust  law  was 
passed  in  its  place  by  the  following  legislature, 
init  later,  when  the  supreme  court  finally  rendered 
a decision  on  Air.  Owsley’s  measure,  it  was  de- 
cided to  be  entirely  constitutional. 

Air.  Owslev  was  re-elected  a representative  to 
the  twenty-second  legislature,  in  which  session 
he  hekl  a still  more  jironiinent  position.  On  the 
committee  on  internal  improvements  it  c.ame 
within  the  jurisdiction  of  this  comuiittee  to  frame 
a railroad  commi.ision  law,  another  measure  that 
has  brought  renown  to  Texas  as  a model  in  that 
class  of  legislation.  Air.  Owslet'  was  likewise  a 
member  of  the  committee  of  fi\  e whicli  drafted 
the  bill  f(.ir  a railroad  commission,  which  bec.ime 
a law,  and  was  the  leader  in  the  fight  for  this 
measure,  especially  for  the  "long  <and  short  haul 
clause,”  of  which  lie  was  the  advocate.  .Again  in 
the  twenty-second  legislature  he  had  a prominent 
position  on  the  judiciary  committee  No.  i.  and 
W’as  ch.airman  of  tlie  committee  on  penitentiaries 
.and  instrumental  in  passing  the  reformatory  law 
for  youthful  offenders.  As  a member  of  the  in- 
ternal improvement  comuiittee  he  was  one  of  the 
framers  of  the  separate  coach  law,  one  of  Ihe 
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nio-'l  p' 'pillar  to  the  people  at  larj^c  that  was  ever 
: nactvh  in  anv  state.  In  1A14  l\Ir.  Cnv.slcy  was 
elcctcii  to  tile  twemv- fourth  le^Fslature  and  .served 
tor  a third  ienii.  lie  t\as  one  oi  the  mo.-t  active 
aorlau"  inemioTs  ijf  the  house  and  was  promi- 
neiiriv  in  t!u  fore  in  ail  tlie  ni'.*-!  inipurtant  legis- 
lation enacted  during  liis  service.  In  i8<.)2  he 
was  yiresi'h.ntial  clerusr.  represcniing  the  fifth 
distrift  and  helping  to  cast  the  vfite  of  Tex.as  for 
t.'Ievclaml  in  the  electi.'rai  college:.  He  was  again 
cliustii  presidential  electur  in  IC1O4. 

In  hi.s  htinie  town  ^ir.  Owslcv'  should  he  given 
crcaiii  fcT  rnany  of  the  sub.siantial  features  that 
make  it  one  oi  th<'  hest  known  cities  of  Texa.s, 
especially  as  an  educatitm.il  center.  It  was 
through  his  sp.jcific  efftirts  lliat  tlie  Xorih  Texas 
Slate  Xurnuil  Ccillcge  ainl  the  Girls'  Industrial 
College,  hcith  slate  institutions,  were  lC)Cated  in 
rtenton,  alllroiigh  imineroiis  other  cities  pressed 
their  claims  for  lliis  distinction.  -Mr.  Owsley's 
wdde  uikI  favnrahlo  acquaintance  with  legislators, 
state  officials  and  other  nieii  in  public  life  enabled 
him  to  perform  this  service  for  his  town.  In 
many  other  ways  he  lias  promoted  public  meas- 
r;re,s  and  i;i  fact  his  co-operation  is  never  sought 
in  vain  for  tlie  advancement  of  any  movement  for 
[Icntcin's  uribuilding  and  welfare.  He  is  a man 
of  great  force  of  cliaractcr  and  possesses  an  nn- 
daunied  spirit  toward  tlie  accomplishment  of  any 
ohject  which  he  uiidc-rtakes.  His  public  record  is 
one  which  will  hear  the  closest  investigation,  as 
it  is  characterized  liy  the  con.scientiou.s  perform- 
ance (>f  every  duty  devolving  ujion  him  and  loy- 
;dty  to  every  trir^t  that  is  given  him.  He  ranks 
.atnong  the  distinguishixl  citizens  of  Texas,  hon- 
ored iui'l  rc.sjicctcd  in  pulilic  life,  wliile  in  liis 
lioiiie  town,  where  he  is  l>esr  known,  he  ha.s  the 
w.invi  persona!  regard  and  Iriemlship  of  the 
grctu  imijonty  of  lii.s  fellow  citizens. 

SXFFD  ,STR(  )XH,  dh  D,  One  of  the  repre- 
.'Ciitatiie  families  of  .Montague  coimty,  whose 
resideiici:  has  hc-c:i  inaint.-nned  herein  since  its 
advent  thniicr  a third  of  a century  ago.  i.s  that 
ref>re.semed  by  Dr,  Sneed  .Strong,  of  Uowie.  the 
suhiect  of  this  l)iogr.a[)liic.al  review.  The  year 
iSyy;  marked  its  cmratice  to  the  county,  and  the 
wc'uhy  iiead  of  the  family  cliose  lor  the  site  of 
hi.s  jiew  home  a tract  of  wild  land  eight  miles 
e.'i:4  (;f  .Montague,  where  for  seven  years  the 
family  diiiTiiciic  was  inainlained.  For  two  gener- 
ations tliis  woriliy  sire  coiitmed  his  labors  to  the 
varied  indu.striiis  cd  the  farm,  training  his  cliil- 
dren  to  love  labor  hir  the  pleasure  of  its  fruits 
and  watchiing  them  pa.ss  from  hi.s  dominions  to 
assume  honorable  station.s  in  different  walks  of 
life  and  himself  finally  retiring  to  the  quiet  of 


urban  life  with  the  wciglit  of  years  and  filled  with 
a consciousnessof  liaving  performed  a modest  part 
in  the  reduction  and  iraprovcnient  of  a new  coun- 
try and.  in  creating  and  stabilizing  its  social 
fabric. 

Thi.s  well  kaiown  family,  headed  by  James  A. 
Strong,  the  father  of  our  subject,  came  to  Texas 
from  .Morgan  county.  .Mis.souri,  where  Mr. 
Strong  had  lived  since  1S.51  anti  where  the  first 
forty-five  years  of  his  life  had  been  passed.  He 
was  born  in  Tennessee  Sejitcmber  20,  1828,  and 
farm  life  in  Mis.soiiri,  where  his  fatlicr  settled  so 
early . and  four  years  of  frontier  experience  in  the 
gold  fields  of  California  occupied  him  previous  to 
his  advent  to  the  Li.nie  Star  state.  His  parents, 
Martin  and  Margaret  Strong,  were  of  the  pio- 
neers to  Morgan  county,  IMissouri,  where  they 
died,  the  father  in  181 j8  at  the  age  of  ninety 
years.  Of  their  either  children,  William  was 
killed  as  a Confederate  soldier  during  the  war; 
j.lenjamiii  resides  in  Morgan  county,  IMissourir 
.Francis  .M..  of  tlie  same  county;  Levi  is  a resi- 
dent ed  Idaho;  .Mary  married  Rryant  Co.x  and 
died  with  issue  in  IM-organ  county,  Missouri;  Re- 
hecca  became  tlic  wife  uf  John  Ilalclicr  and  lives 
in  Arkansas,  and  Harvey  died  in  JMcDonald 
county,  jMis.sonri. 

Tlie  childhood  advantages  of  Jamc.s  A.  Strong 
were  of  necessity  meager,  and  the  necessity  and 
value  of  labor  were  tlie  chief  elements  of  hi.s  edu- 
cation. M'luii  he  a.ssuined  hi.s  .station  in  life  he 
cho.se  the  vocation  of  hi.s  fatlur.s.  He  was  allured 
to  the  Pticific  coa.st  states  in  J854  by  the  prospects 
of  a “lucky'  strike’’  in  sotne  nnsearched  locality 
and  he  joinc-l  the  line  of  m;irch  to  the  Occident, 
crossing  the  plains  tiiid  reaching  hi.s  destination 
aticr  .'.oine  luoiulis  of  weary  plodding  and  .suc- 
cessfully iiassing  threiugh  two  thousand  miles  of 
forbidding  and  linstilc  country.  Hpon  Ids  return 
in  1858  lie  dio,-e  tlie  water  route,  tuui  made  the 
trip  across  the  isthmus  to  Key  W’esl  and  New 
York  and  home  again  just  a?  the  rumblings  of  a 
fratricidal  war  were  liegiuning-  to  he  heard. 
When  the  .struggle  between  the  two  sections  of 
our  C'limlry  came  on  his  sy  nijnthies  were  with 
the  south,  and  while  his  ttge  jirecludcd  the  pos- 
sibility of  active  sendee  on  Ids  part  he  became  a 
milititunan  and  rendere<l  what  service  lie  could 
in  pre.serviiig  order  at  home.  Hi.s  wife  w:is  Mary 
J.  Pittman,  a Kentucky  laily.  w hose  motlier,  Abi- 
gail i’ittraaii,  settled  in  Morgan  county.  Mis.souri, 
also  a.s  a pioneer.  The  i.ssnc  of  their  marriage 
w:i>;  James  iU.,  wlio  owns  a cotton  gin  at  Qua- 
nah.  Te.-xas ; William  M..  of  Poivie,  Texas;  .Sterl- 
ing well  known  in  Bowie  and  a real  estate 
and  loan  broker:  Maggie,  wife  of  T.  j.  Williams, 
of  I’laiindlle,  Texa.s;  l)r.  Sneed,  our  subject,  born 
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March  27,  1865;  Laura,  v/ife  of  S.  J.  Brown,  of 
Dye,  Texas,  and  now  deceased,  and  Walter  C., 
clerk  of  the  court  of  civil  appeals  of  Texas  at 
Fort  Worth.  Mrs.  Strong-,  the  mother  of  Dr. 
"strong  was  bom  in  1829,  attd  died  January  26, 
TO05.  Her  brothers  and  sisters  were:  Jefferson 
Williams'  wife,  t lara.  w ho  died  in  .Vrkansas : 
Sarah,  wife  of  Jacob  Kingery,  of  Clarenium, 
Texas;  Rachel,  who  married  i'.  hi.  .Bandy,  01  S.'ui 
Saba  county.  Texas;  Catherine;  hlrs.  John  Mel- 
ton of  Tuscumbia.  Mi.s.souri. 

Dr.  Sneed  Strong's  birth  occurred  in  Morgan 
county,  Missouri.  The  first  eighteen  years  of  his 
hfe  were  entirely  rural  and  this  environment  con- 
tributed to  a strong  body  and  a strong  brain. 
Leaving  his  father’s  farm  of  a half  section  near 
Montague,  he  entered  his  brother's  store  at  h.Ion- 
tagne  as  a dry  goods  clerk,  where  he  served  two 
years.  The  county  clerk’s  office  at  hrontague 
then  knew  him  as  an  assistant  for  eighteen 
months,  durmg  which  era  he  employed  hini.selt 
with  reading  inedic.al  works.  A course  of  lec- 
tures followed  his  retirement  from  the  court 
house  and  the  Missouri  Itledical  College  at  St. 
Louis  jirovided  his  tuition.  As  a further  aid  t(j 
his  ambition  he  took  a clerkship  in  the  comp- 
troller’s office  in  Austin  and  spent  a year  and  a 
half  there,  and  with  the  funds  thus  securec.l  he 
resumed  liis  professional  studie.s  in  St.  Louis 
and  graduated  from  the  Missouri  hicdical  Col- 
lege April  I,  1891.  From  his  graduation  till  Jan- 
uarc^  I,  Kt04<  he  |)racticed  his  professic.)n  in  Stone- 
burg,  in  tlie  county  where  he  had  been  reared, 
and  on  the  latter  date  he  tc>ok  up  his  residence 
and  his  w'ork  in  Howie.  Januaiy  i,  1905,  he  asso- 
ciated himself  wdth  Dr.  George  W.  Yeakle}',  and 
the  firm  of  Strong  & Yeakley  began  its  success- 
ful career.  In  the  practice  Dr.  Strong  represents 
tlic  Old  School  of  physicians  and  his  familiarity 
with  the  latest  achievement  in  medical  science 
and  his  wholesome  grasp  of  the  science  itself 
renders  him  a formidable  antagonist  of  disease. 
He  is  a member  of  the  iMontague  County  hledical 
and  the  Northwe.st  Te.xas  Medical  Associations 
and  of  the  Te.xa.s  State  IMedical  Association. 

January  14,  1893.  Dr.  Strong  married  Miss 
Lee  Benefiekl,  a daughter  of  a farmer,  J.  P.  Ben- 
efield, who  cai-ne  to  Texas  from  Louisiana.  The 
children  of  thi.s  marriage  are  Gervais  B.  and  Jo\'. 
In  politics  the  Strongs  are  Democrats.  In  the 
early  eighties  James  A.,  the  father,  became  an 
adherent  of  the  Greenback  faith  and  made  the 
race  for  tax  collector  on  that  ticket,  but  since 
the  pa.ssing  of  the  reform  era  and  the  final  settle- 
ment into  their  natural  places  of  all  political  ele- 
ments father  and  sons  arc  united  on  one  party 
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and  its  principles.  ,\mong  the  standard  fraterni- 
ties the  Doctor  is  a Royal  .\rcb  hlasou. 

.W'DRI-'AV  IMi  t..',\M  I’BF.LL,  Jk.,  deput}  in- 
•tCnial  revenue  collector  of  Fort  Worth,  is  a na- 
tive of  Jessamine  i.'oimty,  Kentucky,  and  a son 
\ndrew  and  Mary  D.  i \\  illmore  » .Mc'Cair)]ibell. 
the  father  aLst)  born  in  Jcs.s.amint  count''-.  The 
great-grandfather  of  our  stibiccl  wa.-,  a native  ot 
Scotland,  and  the  McCampbells  after  coming  to 
America  settled  in  ' Tennessee  and  Kentucky, 
where  many  rcpre.sentatives  01  the  name  have 
become  prominent  in  public  and  busiiu-ss  lift, 
lion.  James  A,.  McCampbell.  an  uncle  of  .\ndrew 
.Mcrani])be!l.  was  a member  of  the  state  senate 
!>t  Kuilucky.  as  was  the  latter’s  maternal  grand- 
father. Mr.  Wilhuore.  who  likewise  belonged  to 
one  of  the  okl  anil  prominent  families  of  Jessa- 
mine countv. 

Andrew  iMcCampbell.  Sr.,  was  the  rir^t  Re- 
publican sheriff  ever  elected  in  Jcssainine  county. 
-At  the  breakirig  out  of  the  Civil  war  lie  orgasi- 
ized  and  was  electet!  cajttain  of  Conijtatiy  A. 
Twentieth  Kentucky  Infantry.  L’.  S.  .V..  and  ren- 
ilcred  gallant  service  in  defense  of  llie  I'uiou 
throughout  the  entire  war.  In  1878.  accompanied 
hv  his  family,  he  came  to  Texas,  living  in  Gray- 
son county  for  tw  o years,  after  w hich  he  removetl 
to  Fort  Worth,  where  the  iMcCampbclls  have 
since  lived.  For  .several  yeans  the  father  con 
ducted  a stock  and  dairy  farm,  and  during  the 
early  years  of  lii.->  residence  in  P'ort  Wortli  he 
was  piroprietor  of  a grocery  store  here,  carrying 
on  the  Intsincss  until  about  1882. 

.Andrew  McCampbell  was  a y cnuig  lail  when 
brought  to  this  city,  and  he  ac([nired  hi.s  educa- 
tion in  the  public  schools  here,  but  started  out  to 
cam  his  ow  n living  at  an  early  age.  He  -was  ern- 
[iloyed  as  driver  of  a grocery  wagon  and  coal 
wagon  and  later  worketl  as  engine  wiper  in  the 
Fort  Worth  & Denver  Railroad  sliojts.  In  iStio 
he  was  appointed  mail  carrier  in  Fort  W’orih, 
serving  in  that  capacity  for  two  years,  and  from 
1802  until  i8<)7  wa.s  deputy  United  St.'ttes  mar- 
.‘-hal,  iiolding  the  office  under  both  the  Republican 
and  Democratic  admini,=tratic>ns.  his  Republican 
superior  being  P.  B.  Hunt  and  the  Democratic 
marshal  being  R.  M.  Love.  In  1897  he  was  ap- 
j)ointed  deputy  reveuue  collector  of  the  fourth 
collectif.m  district,  composed  of  two  huiKlred  and 
fourteen  counties  of  Texas.  Mr.  McCampbell 
having  charge  of  seventy-eight  counties  in  his 
divisitm,  cxt'-wling  o\-cr  northern  Te.xas  and  to 
the  X ew  hlexico  line.  In  addition  to  this  he  is 
deputy  for  the  entire  district  on  special  work  for 
the  internal  revenue  departmeut.  and  the  labor 
that  he  has  done  in  this  connection  has  been  e.spe- 
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■;-^V  comnierKkd  by  ihe  official?  at  Washington 
a?  a ■>  ery  capable  and  efficient  officer. 

Mr,  .t'cCan-iybei!  \^as  married  in  Fort 
to  dls^i  Zsiamie  Maurice,  a member  of  one 
05  riu  oid  ffimiiies  of  the  ciu  , bumg  here  for 
nearit'  ■hui.v  acars.  They  nom  Itave  a daiighter. 
Taa-ol;  BNle.  Mr.  2\IcGirnpb:lI  belongs  to  the 
\V!'  !'V:  iO'.  o*  me  World  and  the  Knights  of 
r-.oioKi  fraiernihes,  and  Ihs  politicai  allegiance 
i-'  u ' <m  ;■  > the  Republican  parry.  In  hi.?  life  he 
I 'itOty?  many  c-f  the  sterling  characteristic.?  of 
yi--  .Sorch  aiiccstry,  and  in  every  relation  in 
»-mch  he  ha«  been  found  he  has  been  ].->ya!  to  his 
yy  - ari'i  *')e  loiist  repose  1 in  hh-n. 

COLONEL  RICHARD  hi.  WYNNE,  promi- 
5vv.t  Jatsy^r  rrid  man  of  aCuirs  Cif  Fstrt  rrtli. 
>'U-s  a reputation  thr-vughout  dtc  great  state  of 
Texas  for  briil-hini  ability  as  a legal  practitioner 
an:l  for  wonderful  courage  and  unconquerable 
irjtsgriu’  in  the  hard  and  grueling  contest  for 
position  in  the  worid.  and  even  for  existence 
during  his  earlier  years,  when,  disabled  in  body 
out  unbroken  in  spirit  after  his  gallant  devotion 
to  the  lost  cause,  he.  with  the  aid  of  his  noble 
vdfc:.  applied  himseit,  what  time  he  could  spare 
froiv  arduous  manual  toil  to  keep  soul  and  body 
:..m;:taer.  to  the  study  of  law  and  preparation  for 
•he  larger  career  of  his  ambition — out  from 
which  early  trials  he  came  triumphant  and  suc- 
cessful, to  rank  among  the  foremost  legal  lights 
and  0''^l-tical  leaders  eh  the  Lone  Star  state. 

dhe  tdify  iug  career  of  Colonel  Wynne  has  al- 
ree.'h,-  been  set  f.iwth  convincintriy  and  in  a man- 
ner storihy  ox  the  subject  by  one  ti>f  his  many 
Icval  friends,  and  the  present  biograpltcr  can  do 
no  better  than  to  state  a few  outline  facts  before 
cnoung  entire  the  happily  worded  life  histor}’,  as 
yo  en  of  ur  wei!  n Texes  lawyer  and  states- 
revu. 

Colonel  Wynne  was  a son  of  William  Ben- 
jamin and  Sarah  .\nne  t Moore)  Wynne,  who 
were  both  borri  in  Ten.nessee  and  died  in  Texas, 
his  mother  being  a great-niece  of  Bishop 
McKendry  of  Teunessee.  Colonel  Wynne's  wife 
is  La-ara  (Kelly)  Wynne,  and  they  have  four 
children:  Wiilism  Percy;  (Mrs.  Laura  Pauline 
Stephens,  wife  of  Dr,  Ernest  L.  Stephens ; 
Richard  .M.  Wynne.  Jr.;  and  Janic.s  Harold 
Wynne. 

Iii  Decemlier,  1S97,  Colonel  Wynne  was  iman- 
irnoii.sl}’  endirsed  by  tlie  Democratic  executive 
comimtt.ee  of  I'arrant  county  as  a candidate  for 
tlie  nomination  for  governor,  and  the  committee 
isstied  ?.n  foidress  to  the  Democrats  of  the  state 
earnestly  recommending  his  nommatiem.  He 


made  a creditable  canvass  during  the  following 
winter  and  spring,  and.  although  defeated  in 
the  convention,  he  won  the  delegates  in  every 
county  where  he  spoke  and  made  a canvass. 

It  was  apropos  of  this  canvass  tiiat  the  follow- 
ing sketch  of  Colonel  M'ynne.  written  by  Hon. 
IT  T.  Milner,  appeared  in  the  Henderson  Times, 
publi.shed  at  the  Colonel’s  old  home: 

‘Tt  is  not  strange  that  the  news  of  Colonel  R. 
M.  Wynne’s  announcement  for  governor  has 
created  gre.at  enthusiasm  for  hi.s  ermse  in  this 
part  of  the  state.  In  the  array  of  .splendid  men 
already  announced  for  that  office  no  one  has 
been  Ttiore  devoted  to  his  country  or  truer  10  the 
principles  of  Dernucracy  titan  Dick  W’ynnc. 
No  one  has  claims  sutxirior  to  liis ; none  outran'K 
!ti.m  in  e.xperience,  ability  and  statesmanship.  His 
life  presents  s.  most  remarkable  e-xanit>le  of  what 
one  can  do  unaided  bv'  anything  in  the  world  ex- 
cept the  elements  that  come  with  one’s  birth. 
Compelled  by  the  hard  miaster  of  poverty  to 
struggle  f-.>r  his  daily  bread,  with  no  advantage.? 
of  education  except  the  school  of  experience, 
he  passed  his  early  years  in  an  unpretentious 
pioneer  home,  fifteen  miles  from  the  nearest  court 
house.  Dick  Wynne  was  born  in  Flayuvood 
cot3nty,  Tennessee,  in  18.44,  ^ tbe  fall  of  that 

year  hi?  father  moved  to  Ru.sk  county,  Texas, 
and  .settled  near  Bellview,  on  Caney  creek,  in 
the  midst  of  a htswling  wilderness.  There  he 
grew  to  a youth  of  seventeen  years,  worked  on 
a farm  aud  went  to  school  in  the  winters  after 
ail  the  crops  were  gathered,  all  the  .schooling 
he  ever  had.  in  1861  he  enlisted  for  the  war  in 
Capt.ain  Barton's  cernpany,  and  immediately 
started  for  the  point  of  contest  in  the  east.  'With 
his  carnpany  he  crossed  the  ZTississippi  river  and 
joined  the  main  army  at  Corinth,  having  first 
been  organized  into  the  Tenth  Texas  Cavalry, 
afterwards  disniouriied.  His  company  xvas  put 
in  General  Hogg’s  brigade  at  Corinth  and  took 
part  in  the  battle  of  Farmersville  under  Bragg, 
just  after  the  battle  of  Shilch.  He  remained 
continuously  with  the  Ammy  of  the  Tennessee,  as 
it  was  then  de.signated.  until  he  was  finally  dis- 
abled at  Nashville.  He  participated  in  every 
battle  in  which  his  regiment  took  part  during 
the  entire  war,  and  his  bravery  and  valor,  in 
every  contest,  challenged  the  highest  praise  and 
admiration  of  the  brave  and  gallant  men  who 
fought  by  his  .side.  He  was  promoted  to  the 
second  lieutenancy  of  his  company  in  1863. 
when  but  eighteen  years  old,  and  in  response  to 
a petition  he  commanded  Company  R of  bis  regi- 
ment during  the  Georgia  campaign,  or  till  they 
fell  back  to  Atlanta,  at  which  lime  he  was  sent 
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on  scout  service  in  the  rear  of  Shernian’s  army 
then  besieging  Atlanta. 

“In  the  furious  battle  of  Murphreesboro,  in 
which  part  of  the  Union  army  was  almost  de- 
stroyed, Dick  Wynne  was  carried  from  the  field 
maimed  in  body  and  his  clothes  crimsoned  with 
blood.  From  this  wound  he  recovered,  only 
to  receive  one  later  on;  at  the  battle  of  Nashville, 
which  will  go  with  him  to  the  grave.  For  nine 
weeks  he  was  completely  paralyzed,  and  was 
left  in  the  hands  of  the  enemy.  lie  came  home 
from  prison,  in  December,  1865,  eight  months 
after  the  surrender  of  Lee  at  Appomattox. 

“With  the  con.sciousne.ss  that  he  had  done  his 
duty  as  he  saw  it  in  the  light  of  truth,  patriot- 
ism and  loyalty,  carrying  with  him  the  scars  of 
many  an  historic  battlefield,  with  his  good  right 
arm  dead  in  his  sleeve,  and  his  right  leg  partial- 
ly paralyzed,  and  with  as  brave  a soul  and  as 
true  a heart  and  as  noble  a mind  as  God  in  His 
wisdom  ever  gave  to  a Confederate  soldier,  Dick 
Wynne  came  home  to  commence  anew  the  strug- 
gle of  life.  And  these  were  all  tliat  he  brought 
back.  Being  too  feeble  to  work  on  the  farm, 
he  was  induced  to  run  for  office.  Therefore, 
in  1866,  when  Throckmorton  was  elected  gov- 
ernor, the  Democrats  of  Rusk  county  triumph- 
antly elected  W'ynne  to  the  office  of  sheriff,  the 
election  taking  place  on  June  26,  only  a few 
days  after  he  had  reached  the  age  of  twenty-one. 
He  held  that  office  until  he,  with  the  rest  of  the 
Democrats,  was  removed  by  reconstruction  acts. 
When  removed  he  had  made  no  money  out  of  the 
office  save  a bare  support.  In  the  meantime, 
however,  he  had  married  Miss  Laura  Kelly,  a 
lady  whose  educational  training  was  of  the  best 
and  whose  literary  attainments  are  of  a high  or- 
der. He  went  to  work  on  a farm  near  Henderson, 
manipulated  the  plow  and  hoe  with  one  hand, 
and  made  a good  crop,  studying  law  and  reading 
generally  under  the  tutelage  of  his  wife.  .The 
proceeds  from  this  crop  were  sufficient  to  sup- 
port his  family  the  greater  part  of  the  following 
year.  Flence  he  was  enabled  to  prosecute  his 
studies  more  vigorously,  so  he  read  hnv  all  spring 
and  summer  in  the  office  of  Judge  Gould.  In  the 
fall,  being  out  of  money,  he  operated  a gin  and 
made  twelve  bales  of  cotton  wfith  his  wife’s  help, 
she  weighing  the  cotton  as  it  was  received  and 
he  operating  the  gin.  With  the  proceeds  of  the 
cotton  thus  earned  he  supported  himself  and 
family  until  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar.  At 
that  time  the  bar  at  Henderson  was  knowm  to 
be  one  of  great  pow'er  and  strength.  There  were 
such  distinguished  lawj'ers  as  Stedman,  Jones, 
Morris,  Bagley,  Gould,  Parsons,  Armstrong, 
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Casey  and  others.  Wynne  made  such  rapid 
progress  that  at  the  end  of  five  years  flon.  J. 
H.  Jone.s  offered  him  a partnership,  which  he  ac- 
cepted, Colonel  Jones  at  that  time  being  the  ac- 
knowledged head  of  the  bar  in  Henderson;  and 
for  ten  years  the  firm  of  Jones  and  Wynne  did 
the  leading  practice  of  east  Te.xas. 

“In  1880  he  wa.s  nominated  and  elected  to  the 
state  senate.  He  was  nor  a candidate  for  the 
place  and  was  nominated  without  solicitation  on 
his  part.  He  served-two  .sessioms — a regular  ses- 
sion in  1881  and  a special  session  in  1882.  While 
in  the  senate  he  took  an  active  part  in  all  legisla- 
tive matters,  and  soon  became  one  of  the  mo.st 
prominent  members  of  that  body.  He  was  one 
of  the  strongest  supporters  of  the  three-cent-a- 
mile  railroad  bill ; favored  criminal  law  reforms, 
and  was  one  of  the  five  members  who  framed 
the  bill  e.stablishing  the  University  of  Texas.  He 
was  a zealous  supporter  of  Governor  Roberts  in 
all  his  reforms,  and  was  known  as  one  of  the 
‘Old  .-Mcalde’s’  leaders  in  the  Stuiate.  He  sup- 
ported with  all  his  ability  the  Confederate  land 
pension  bill,  and  w,as  then  an  advocate  of  a rail- 
road commission  and,  together  with  others,  made 
a hard  fight  to  create  one. 

"At  the  end  of  his  term,  in  1882,  he  ran  for 
attorney  general,  and  w'as  defeated  by  a small 
majority  by  John  D.  Templeton.  But  he  turned 
defeat  into  victory  in  an  eloquent  speech  with- 
drawing his  name  from  the  convention.  So 
powerful  was  the  effect  of  his  speech  that  he  w as 
assured  by  at  lea.st  four-fifths  of  the  delegates 
of  that  convention  that  if  they  could  reconsider 
their  votes  they  would  vote  for  him. 

"Soon  after  that,  on  April  10,  1S83,  he  moved 
to  Fort  Worth,  in  which  city  he  has  since  resided, 
engaging  in  the  practice  of  law.  Though  often 
importuned  to  run  for  governor,  he  has  declined 
until  now,  and  has  only  consented  to  make  the 
race  after  the  most  earnest  solicitations  and  as- 
surances of  support  from  friends  throughout  the 
state.  In  all  the  contests  of  the  ])ast,  when  ag- 
gregated wealth,  under  the  control  of  heartless 
corporations,  has  sought  to  override  the  liberties 
of  the  people,  Dick  Wynne  has  been  found  wffiere 
all  true  Democrats  have  been  found,  hand  in  hand 
with  the  masses,  proclaiming  the  doctrine  that 
shall  live  as  long  as  justice  endures — ‘Equal 
rights  to  all.  .special  privileges  to  none.’  His  sym- 
pathies are  naturally  with  the  great  bod\-  of  the 
people  in  their  struggles  for  right  and  good  gov- 
ernment. In  his  great  heart  there  is  an  abiding 
concern  for  the  poor  and  distressed,  and  no  one 
in  a just  cause  ever  called  on  him  without  enlist- 
ing his  services.  One  of  his  old  neighbors,  who 
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knew  him  before  and  (lurin'^  the  v>ar.  and  who 
ha^  watched  Isi.s  course  since  with  the  deepest 
solicitude.  rcmarke<]  to  the  writer  only  a few  da\s 
atro  thru  he  never  knew  a truer  man  than  Dick 
\\  \nne,  'He  lias  a!wa)s  been  right,  and  1 have 
observee!  that  ihi'se  men  who  have  been  true  sol- 
ilier>.  lirau-,  honest  and  faithful,  have  been  the 
true  men  since,  and  Dick  \V\’une  was  one  of  the 
imest  soldier'  in  isur  army,'  is  the  way  liis  old 
neig'hte.r  a.n!  comrade  exyirc.ssed  it.  And  we 
might  add  that,  here  at  Ids  old  home,  among 
those  who  knew  him  in  his  youth  and  have  hon- 
•'red  him  in  his  manhood,  is  shared  the  opinion 
expressed  alxu'C  hy  the  old  Confederate  .soldier 
V.  ho  slept  with  him  over  in  Georgia  and  Tennes- 
see and  \drginia,  when  Dick  was  a mere  hoy, 
an<l  w Itere  so  many  of  our  brave  and  good  boys 
will  Continue  to  -,lecf)  until  tliey'  with  the  brave 
lxi\'S  in  blue  cla>]»  hand-  in  the  morn  of  the  resur- 
rection, It  i^  not  strange  tliat  Dick  Wynne's 
candidicy  was  received  with  enthusiasm  over 
here  at  Id^  old  home." 

\ltr,  J.  liROWX.  one  of  the  early  re.sidents 
of  .Montague  ei>iimy  v\ho  i.--  succc'sfiilly  engaged 
in  stock  farming,  was  born  in  Terrell  county, 
Georgia,  on  the  2nd  of  May,  1X50.  llis  jiarem.- 
were  Mil)  and  IVilly  (Isom)  Brown,  likewise  na- 
ti\  es  of  ( icorgia,  in  whieli  state  they  were  reared 
ami  married.  The  maternal  grandfather  was  a 
quarter  Cherokee  Indian,  who  foliowe<l  agricul- 
tural pursuits  and  was  a respected  resident  of 
his  community.  Abb  Brown,  the  father,  was  a 
-■I. Cl  t'f  \hb  Brown,  Sr.,  who  was  an  early  settler 
of  Soutit  t'arolina,  where  he  tU  voted  his  attention 
to  agrieuluiral  pursuits,  becoming  an  influential 
resident  of  Ids  home  locality.  He  had  no  aspira- 
tion I'lr  public  honors  or  'office  but  preferred  to 
devC'le  his  attention  (jnietly  10  his  agricultural 
pursuits  and  '■pent  hi.s  entire  life  in  South  Car- 
olina, ( li:  had  two  sons:  Ezekiel,  a farmer  of 
Gecirgia ; and  .Abb  Brown,  Jr. 

The  latter  w.is  reared  in  .South  Carolina  and 
when  he  h.ad  attained  to  inan'.s  estate  went  to 
Georgia,  \'ha  e he  was  employed  as  an  overseer, 
iicrnj'yiug  a gcK'il  po.sition  of  that  characrer  for 
tnany  years.  He  was  married  five  times  in 
' K-'irgKi  and  was  the  father  of  twenty-two  chil- 
dren Ix'rn  of  foui-  of  the  marriages.  All  lived 
t'l  a'lnlt  .age.  I'cillo'- ing  his  first  inarriage  he 
houel!!  a piatit.'uion  and  was  engaged  in  fanning, 
lie  b;‘c;mu:  n pn.'rnincni  ;igTiculturi.st  and  slave 
owner  ;uid  w.as  one  t f the  substantial  residents 
of  Ills  jcwi  of  the  Stan  . gaining  succes.s  as  the 
>cap  w.ui  I'.  In  iS(a  be  sold  his  property 
in  Cicorpia  and  benight  rintperty  in  Florida,  w here 
Itc  rtriiamecl  until  tin  linic  of  his  dcatli,  which  oc- 


curred in  I'Sjj  when  he  had  reached  the  ripe  old 
age  of  ei,ghty-four  years.  The  war  greatly  di- 
niiiii.-'hed  his  e.state  and  through  the  emancipation 
proelairiaLion  he  lost  twenty-one  slaves.  The 
earnings  cu'  a lifetime  were  thus  largely  swept 
away.  In  politics  he  was  a .strong  and  influen- 
tial Democrat  and  for  a nurnlter  of  years  while 
living  in  Georgia  he  served  as  justice  of  the 
peace.  He  was  a well  educated  man  and  always 
kept  informed  on  the  questions  and  issues  of  the 
day  and  he  was  likewise  well  read  in  the  law’, 
fhe  uioihcr  of  our  subject  survived  her  husband 
for  a number  of  year.s,  remaining  at  the  old  home- 
■slead  in  Floriila  until  her  death  in  1887.  She  was 
a eonsisifUl  and  worthy  .Methoilist  .and  was  a lady 
of  many  excellent  traits  of  character.  She  be- 
came the  mother  of  seven  children ; .Abb  J.,  of 
this  review;  Airs.  Jane  Barrington  ; Airs.  Fannie 
Mosely;  Ezekiel,  wlio  died  in  Florida;  Joseph, 
who  is  living  in  that  state;  l.agrand.  deceased; 
and  Napoleon,  who  is  living  in  .Florida. 

.Abb  I.  Brown  removed  with  his  parents  from 
Georgia  to  Fforida  when  fourteen  years  of  age 
and  was  there  reared  to  manh(X)d.  In  1872,  the 
year  following  his  marriage,  he  came  to  Texas, 
locating  in  Aloiitague  county  near  where  he  yet 
resides.  He  began  the  e.xperinient  of  farming, 
believing  that  it  might  be  jirofitably  conducted 
here  and  in  his  efforts  he  has  won  success.  He  lo- 
cated on  tltis  land  and  y et  makes  his  home  on  the 
original  [iroiierty.  He  has  made  excellent  im- 
provements here,  placing  the  fields  under  cultiva- 
tion and  now  has  a good  farm,  nwning  one  hun- 
dred and  fifteen  acre.s  of  laud  which  he  purchased 
from  the  original  owner  and  to  which  he  has  since 
atlde-:l  until  he  now'  owns  seven  hundred 
acres,  of  which  three  hundred  and  fifty  acres  is 
under  cultivation.  He  has  assisted  some  of  his 
sons  in  .starting  farm  work  on  their  ow’n  account, 
hut  he  keeps  about  one  hundred  acres  to  culti- 
vate for  himself.  He  formerly  engaged  in 
handling'  cattle  quite  exten.sivdy,  but  in  more  re- 
ci  lit  yc.ars  h.is  given  his  attention  to  general  agri- 
cultural pursuits.  Since  he  has  made  a start  in 
this  county  he  has  never  ])iircha.scd  but  fifty  bush- 
els of  Corn.  That  was  in  the  season  of  1886, 
when  his  corn  crop  was  short.  With  the  excep- 
tion of  that  year  he  has  not  only  raised  enough 
for  llis  own  use.  but  also  .some  to  .sell,  and  most 
of  the  time  Ira.s  harvested  very  g'ocK)  crops  of 
corn  and  <>tlier  jiroducts,  Jle  has  raised  a.s  high 
as  twenty-nine  bushels  of  wheat  to  the  acre,  one 
humlrt-d  and  four  luishels  of  oats  and  eighty-five 
liiisiiels  of  corn.  He  i.s  satisfied  with  his  pros- 
jKCts  of  farming  and  to  his  agricultural  pur.suits 
devi'te.s  liis  entire  time  anil  attention.  He  is  a 
stanch  Democrat,  but  ha.s  never  aspired  to  office, 
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preferring  to  give  his  undivided  energies  to  his 
business  affairs. 

Mr.  Brown  was  married  in  1871  to  Miss  Geor- 
gia Hill,  who  was  tern  in  l''lorida  October  3, 
1850,  and  is  a daughter  of  James  and  Sarah 
(Caraway)  Hill,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of 
South  Carolina,  but  were  married  in  Florida, 
where  tliey  took  up  their  abode  upon  a farm. 
There  all  of  their  children  were  born.  ,\t  one  time 
the  father  likewise  engaged  in  merchandising, 
and  at  the  time  of  the  Civil  war  he  entered  the 
Confederate  army,  with  which  he  continued  to 
serve  until  the  close  of  hostilities.  While  in  the 
army  he  was  detailed  to  the  commissary  depart- 
ment. When  the  war  was  over  he  returned  10  his 
family  in  Florida,  where  he  remained  until  1871, 
w'hen  he  rciiKwcd  to  Texas  and  for  two  years  rvas 
a resident  c>f  Tarrant  count\'.  He  then  came  to 
Montague  county,  wdrere  he  engaged  in  farming, 
and  for  some  years  he  followed  that  ptirsnit,  hut 
is  now  living  retired  at  Belcher.  His  wife,  how- 
ever, died  in  JMay.  iSc>5.  At  the  age  of  seventy- 
six  years  he  is  enjoying  the  fruits  of  his  former 
toil  in  a well  etirned  rest.  His  political  allegiance 
is  given  to  the  Democracy.  In  his  family  were 
seven  children : 3Irs.  Georgia  Brown ; Clayton, 
who  is  engaged  in  the  hardware  husiness  in  Mon- 
tague; Ro.sa,  the  wife  of  John  Brown:  Eliza,  the 
wife  of  George  Stafford  : Belle,  the  wife  of  T, 
Willis:  Adda,  who  married  L.  Risten.  and  Daniel 
R.,  living  in  Oklahoma. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Brown  have  been  born  seven 
children:  Rcjbert  L.  and  William  G.,  wbo  fol- 
low farming;  Alice  A.,  the  wife  of  J.  Griffith; 
Frank  M.,  a bookkcc|XT ; Rosa,  Fannie  B.  and 
Laura  E.,  all  at  home.  The  mother  is  a memter 
of  the  Mcthcidusi  church.  'I'he  family  have  a w ide 
and  favorable  acquaintance  in  this  ]>art  of  the 
state  and  enjoy  the  hospitality  of  its  best  homes. 

THADDEUS  KOSCIUSKO  JOKES,  M.  D. 
Active  among  the  3'oimg  business  men  of  Hen- 
rietta and  conspicuous  a.s  a successful  practi- 
tioner of  medicine  in  Clay  comity  i.s  the  worthy 
gentleman  named  in  the  introduction  to  this 
review.  Capable  and  efficient  in  his  profession, 
reliable  in  his  business  judgment  and  sincere 
and  honorable  as  a citizen,  it  is  our  privilege  to 
present  to  posterity  through  the  medium  of 
this  volume  the  salient  facts  of  his  family  his- 
tory. 

Beginning  with  his  origin.  Dr.  Jones  is  a Ten- 
nesseean, born  in  Rutherford  county.  September 
30,  1875-  His  was  one  of  the  early  settled  fam- 
ilies of  the  county,  for  his  father,  Samuel  P. 
Jones,  was  born  in  1827,  near  wffiere  the  grand- 
father settled  as  an  emigrant  from  North  Caro- 


lina. While  Samuel  B.  Jones  vvas  a farmer  it 
.seems  the  earlier  heads  of  families  were,  in  the 
main,  either  merchants  or  public  officers. 

Samuel  1’.  Jones,  now  of  Rockwall,  'I'exas, 
first  visited  the  Lone  Star  state  in  185(5  but  re- 
turned to  Tomiessee  liefore  the  Civil  war  and 
served  in  the  Fdgliteemli  Tennessee  Regiment 
of  Confederate  troops,  <hiring  that  era.  For  his 
wife  he  inarrietl  Mattie  McCiillongh,  who  is 
yet  his  companion,  they  taking  up  their  re.si- 
deiice  at  Rockwall,  Tcxa^.  Their  live  children 
are;  Forest,  of  Rockwall;  James,  cd  Ruther- 
ford count}',  rennessee ; Mar\  . vvhfi  dietl  in 
UH)2.  was  the  wife  cd  J . R.  Sanders  of  the  same 
cciunty  and  state;  i’ascal,  of  Rockwall.  an(!  Dr. 
Thaddcits  K..  our  snljject. 

Dr.  Jone.s  jtas.sed  his  couth  upon  his  father’s 
Tcnnes.see  farm  and  laid  the  foundation  for  a 
connnoii  schoid  education  in  the  country  school, 
lie  left  the  farm  at  ahoul  nineteen  years  of  age 
and  during  fall  and  winter  nmnths,  f(>r  three 
years,  wa.s  employed  in  and  about  an  oil  mill  at 
Rockwall  while  in  iiunmer  he  aided  his  brothers 
who  ■were  in  the  dray  and  transfer  hnsiiiess  and 
did  some  clerking  in  a drugstore  in  the  same 
town.  In  the  sjiriug  of  1805  lie  liegaa  reading 
medicine  with  l)r.  J.  F.  Corry  and  in  further 
prefiaration  for  a profession  spent  three  years 
in  VbtiKlerbih  University  ai  Nashville.  He 
graduated  in  medicine  .Ajiril  1.  l8>.i8,  and  lo- 
cated in  Rockwall,  T exas,  for  the  first  year.  He 
then  came  to  Henrietta  and  formed  a jiarlner- 
ship  with  Dr.  E.  A.  Johnston,  was  with  him  a 
short  time  and  then  as.soeiated  himself  with  Dr. 
Tenney.  Later  he  and  Dr.  A.  B.  Edwards  lie- 
came  paiinens  and  remained  so  till  the  latter’s 
retirement  from  the  profession  in  lliOd,  when, 
in  June  of  that  year,  he  made  coiiimon  cause 
with  Dr.  E.  Puckett,  a fornur  tocensman  from 
Rockwall,  with  cvhoin  he  is  still  as.soeiated.  In 
U)02  the  doctor  took  a pos:-gradnate  course  at 
\ andetbih  and  spent  several  weeks  in  Johns 
I lop  ki  n s I "ni  V e rsi  t \v 

In  a business  way.  Dr.  Jones  is  one  of  tlie  prin- 
cipals in  tlie  drug  tirm  of  Fllis  and  Jones.  Hen- 
rietta: is  imerested,  in  a small  w:iy,  in  tbe  slieep 
business,  and  is  one  of  the  iiromotcrs  of  the 
Jones,  Hanna  and  Wyatt  (dil  Coinpanv  and  in  the 
lownsite  CHI  t. bnipanv.  both  <le\ elopers  of  oil 
lands  in  the  nonheni  portion  of  C lay  county. 

June  13,  i8qc).  Dr.  Jones  married,  in  Rockcvall, 
Te.xas,  Aliss  Nannie,  daughter  of  Green  White, 
tff  Rockw'all,  formerly  of  Tennessee.  The 
doc(or  is  a blue  lodge  and  chapter  Alasoii,  a 
Pythian  Knight  and  an  Cddd  Follow.  He  be- 
longs, also,  to  the  Knights  of  the  Alaccahees 
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and  \va,>  from  1903-05  'inc  of  the  aldermen  of 
Henrietta,  and  i.^  now  mayor  (E  the  city. 

ItlERIDA  G.  ELLIS,  capitalist  and  real 
estate  dealer  at  Fort  Worth,  has  been  a resident 
of  I'exas  from  pioneer  times,  being  a native  son 
of  the  stale.  His  birth  occurred  in  .April,  1S1-7, 
at  I he  faniil)  home  about  three  miles  east  of 
Denton,  in  Denton  count}',  his  parents  being 
J.  X.  and  Artirnisa  (Brown)  Ellis,  both  of 
whom  were  native.s  of  Tennessee.  'I'hey  re- 
moicd  from  that  slate  to  Mis.souri  and  subse- 
quently to  Denton  county.  Texas,  where  they 
arrived  in  1846.  I'he  father  purcha.sed  a farm 
three  miles  east  rd'  the  present  county  seat  and 
thereon  he  and  his  wife  resided  throughout 
their  remaining  days.  They  left  a famih'  of 
eight  children,  all  of  whom  arc  now  tleceased 
with  the  ex'ception  of  iMcrida  G.  James  Ellis, 
one  of  the  sons,  died  at  E'ort  Worth  in  De- 
cember, 189!). 

As  Merida  G.  Ellis  lost  his  parents  in  his 
early  infancy,  he  was  taken  into  the  family  of 
his  uncle,  Samuel  P.  T.oviiig,  who  sorm  after- 
ward removed  to  Tarrant  county,  locating  on  a 
farm  on  Sycamore  Creek  about  four  miles  fnjm 
the  present  court  house  in  I'ort  Worth.  In 
February,  ISC.'),  when  not  yet  fifteen  years  of 
age,  Merida  G.  Ellis  enlisted  in  the  Confederate 
aim}'  and  served  until  the  close  of  the  war  in 
i8fi5.  He  was  first  enrolled  at  I'ort  W^orth  in 
Captain  I'eak's  company  but  .soon  afterward 
wa.s  assigned  to  duty  with  the  company  under 
command  of  Captain  Jack  Brinson  and  con- 
tinued in  the  army  east  of  the  Mississippi  river 
until  18G>'!,  w hen  he  uas  discharged  at  Tupelo, 
I\Iis^is>i{)pi,  on  account  of  ill  health.  Soon 
afterward,  howe\  er,  he  re-cnlistcd  at  Fort 
Worth  and  became  a member  of  Captain  Archie 
Hart’s  company,  Martin’s  regiment,  with  which 
he  served  throughout  the  remaimler  of  tiic  war 
in  the  d'rans- -Mississippi  department,  mostly 
doing  duty  in  Texas  and  rcceit  inghis  discharge 
at  Richmond,  this  state. 

hen  the  war  was  ended  Mr.  Ellis  returned 
to  his  uncle’s  home  in  Tarrant  county  and  later 
went  to  western  I'exas,  where  he  worked  at 
the  cattle  liu.'ines.s  on  the  plains.  In  18C7.  how- 
ever, he  returned  to  Fori  \\  orth,  realizing  the 
value  of  a better  education  tliaii  he  had  been 
.able  to  acquire  and  spent  the  time  in  school  until 
!8t'8.  In  that  year  he  was  married  to  Miss  J. 
Darter,  a sister  of  William  A.  Darter  of  this 
city,  w ho  is  mentioned  elsewhere  in  this  work. 
1 here  hav  e been  four  children  born  of  this  un- 
ion: Mrs.  .Minnie  Eynch,  Mrs.  Rosa  McCart, 

Mr.s,  Bessie  AlcCollnm  ami  -Merida  G.,  Jr. 


Since  his  marriage  Air.  Ellis  ha.s  made  his 
home  in  Fort  \\  orth.  and  although  not  yet  an 
old  man  in  ye.ars  he  is  one  of  the  oldest  living 
pic/iieers  of  the  city.  Ceil.  .Abe  Harris  being  per- 
haps the  only  resident  of  E'ort  WMrth  now 
living  here  who  was  here  when  Mr.  Ellis  came 
to  Tarrant  county  with  his  uncle  and  aunt. 
For  several  years  he  was  prominently  engaged 
in  mercantile  and  other  business  interests  of 
the  city,  being  a member  of  the  firm  of  Ellis 
and  Huffman,  dealers  in  agricultural  imple- 
ments, hut  in  1882  he  sold  out  to  his  partner  and 
invested  largely  in  land,  on  which  the  city  of 
North  Fort  Worth  has  been  built,  having  more 
than  fifteen  hundred  acres  there.  He  was  one 
of  the  promoters  and  founders  of  the  original 
stock  yards  at  North  Fort  Worth,  beginning 
the  development  in  this  enterprise  about  the 
time  that  he  retired  from  mercantile  life  and 
like  many  promoters  of  worthy  enterprises 
which  subseiiiieiitly  become  financially  profit- 
able he  lost  money  in  the  venture.  He  was 
president  of  the  stock  yards  and  packing  house 
company  at  North  Fort  W'^orth  for  more  than 
two  years.  This  was  the  beginning  of  what  is 
now  the  greatest  feature  in  the  business  life  of 
the  city,  the  stock  yards  and  packing  industry. 
Since  i888  Mr.  Ellis  has  been  engaged  in  the 
real  estate  business  and  is  now  one  of  the  rep- 
resentative and  successful  men  of  the  city. 
Aloreovcr  he  has  been  closely  identified  with 
the  development  and  progress  of  this  portion 
of  the  state  through  long  years  and  his  busi- 
ness dealings  are  interwoven  with  its  history. 
He  belongs  to  R.  E.  Lee  Camp,  U.  C.  V. 

J.  WORTH  TEMMONS.  Ferhaps  no  one 
family  has  so  closely  identified  itself  with 
A ouiig  rounty  and  has  been  more  sincerely 
and  actively  connected  with  its  industrial  af- 
fairs than  the  cme  represented  by  the  subject  of 
this  notice  and  for  fealty  to  friends  and  loyalty 
and  integrily  of  pur],iose  J.  AVorth  Timmons  ad- 
mirably excels.  A commissioner  of  his  county,  a 
prominent  cowman  of  the  old  regime  and  a 
large  fanner  cE  the  present  day,  he  is  one  of  the 
substantial  characters  of  his  municipality  and 
a rugged  c.xamplc  of  western  citizenship. 

Alarch  7,  18.A0,  J.  W’ortli  Tiniinous  was  born 
in  Cherokee  county,  Georgia,  a son  of  Alex- 
ander and  Julia  (AIoss)  Timmons,  industrious 
farmers  of  their  ailo])ted  county.  Alexander 
Tiinmous  was  born  in  Hall  county,  Georgia,  in 
18‘20.  was  sparingly  educated  and  was  a son  of 
Noble  Timmons,  who  was  born  on  the  Eastern 
.Shore  of  Alaryland.  in  1183,  moved  with  his 
family  to  Georgia,  passed  his  life  as  a farmer 
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and  miller  and  died  in  18G0.  Noble  Tiininoii.‘; 
sensed  in  the  war  of  1812  and  married  F.lender 
Powers,  who  bore  him  John,  Samuel,  Mary, 
wife  of  Williarn  Brooks,  Alexander,  William, 
Noble,  and  Elender,  w’ho  married  a ratter.‘-on. 

Alexander  Timmons  left  his  Cherokee  coun- 
ty, Georgia,  home  in  18C1  and  drove  through 
to  'J'exas,  through  Tennessee,  Kentucky,  Ar- 
kansas. Missouri  and  Indian  Territorj'.  >toi>- 
ping  in  Hill  county,  Texas,  Until  1, 8(1:1,  when  he 
moved  on  to  Hamilton  count}^  and,  in  tlie  spring 
of  1866,  to  Young  county,  where  he  passed 
awa}’^  in  1881.  He  located  on  Clear  Fork  two 
miles  below'  Kliasville,  w'herc  he  purchased  one 
surve\’  and  pre-empted  one.  His  early  years 
in  the  county  w'cre  devoted  chiefly  to  the  cattle 
and  sheep  industry,  although  he  made  some  pre- 
tense to  farming,  and  he  served  as  justice  of  the 
peace  some  years.  He  opposed  the  war  of  the 
states  and  left  his  native  state  to  escape  the 
evil  effects  he  knew  would  follow.  He  was  a 
State  Ranger  for  a time  and  sustained  some 
losses  at  the  hands  of  the  Indians.  In  senti- 
ment he  was  a strong  Union  man  during  the 
war  period  and  felt  that  the  south  should  have 
demanded  its  rights  within  the  Union.  After 
the  war  he  voted  the  Democratic  ticket  and 
lived  in  harmony  with  the  political  views  of 
his  neighbors,  lie  W'as  a member  of  the  Primi- 
tive Baptist  chnrch. 

■Alexander  Timmons  married,  in  ISl-d,  a 
daughter  of  David  Moss.  JMrs.  Timmons  was 
born  in  .Spartanburg  District,  .South  Carolina, 
in  1832,  June  28,  and  died  August  20,  180T. 
Her  mother  w'as  a Miss  White.  The  issue  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Timmons  were : Nancy,  deceased 
wife  of  A.  B.  Median,  passed  away  in  October, 
1878  : Joseph  Worth,  our  subject ; Rosalia,  w'ife 
of  John  Marlin,  of  Throckmorton  county; 
Palestine,  wife  of  Judge  W.  II.  Peckham,  of 
Fort  Worth,  and  John,  who  died  in  Yonng 
county  in  1876,  unmarried. 

J.  \Vorth  Timmons  came  to  Texas  w'hcn  elev- 
en years  of  age  and  received  some  school  train- 
ing at  Towash,  Hill  county,  and  attended  school 
some  in  Hamilton  county,  one  term  at  Belknap 
and  one  at  Weatherford.  He  remained  w'ith 
the  parental  home  till  past  twenty-one  and 
when  he  started  in  life  went  to  work  on  the 
range  for  his  brother-in-law,  Mr.  Median,  for 
a per  cent  of  the  increase.  He  accumulated  a 
bunch  of  cattle  of  his  own,  chose  the  “Tim”  as 
his  brand  and  continued  it  till  187S — having 
lost  more  than  four  hundred  head  by  theft  in 
1878 — w'hen  he  sold  the  brand  and  entered  the 
field  W'ith  a new  brand.  In  1882  he  sold  bis 
“Dog”  brand  and  began  buying  laud  prepar.a- 


tory  to  leaving  the  range  and  paying  attention 
to  active  agriculture.  He  has  six  hundred  and 
fort}'  acres  on  the  it'.-rlh  side  oi  the  Brazos  and 
nine  hundred  and  twenty  acres  on  the  south 
side,  in  ’'('oimg  ronrity,  and  carries  only  vvhat 
stock  the  pasture,-  will  suppoin, 

Mr.  Timmons  was  lur.ted  in  raarriage  (a- 
tiiher  26,  1880,  with  .Mis-  Nannie  Willis  ,1 
daughter  of  George  '\\  illis.  vcho  passed  away  m 
Jackson  eouiity.  Alabama.  Mr.s  Timmons  was 
Iiorii  in  .Alabama  in  ls(>:i  and  came  to  'I'exa.s 
with  her  mother,  now  IMr,-.  .A.  B.  Median,  in 
1878,  and  to  Young  county  in  i878.  She  has 
two  sisters,  .Mrs.  Serena  Turner,  of  New 
-Mexico  and  Airs.  Sarah  Ragland,  of  Young 
county.  Air.  and  Airs.  Timnions'  children  ;ire: 
Cornelia,  wife  of  P.  D.  Clack,  of  Havre,  AIoii- 
tana.  w'ith  a son.  Worth  Aiedlan  , Julia,  a Mmi- 
tana  teacher;  George  W ..  a Montana  railroad 
man:  Ina  B.,  of  Havre;  Rc-scoe  C.,  John  M., 
Joseph  W’.,  Carl  A.,  Edwtird  W..  Paul  and 
Herman. 

Air.  Tinunons  has  ever  taken  a gtxxl  citizen  s 
interest  in  local  politics.  He  sensed  four  v'ears 
as  cattle  inspector  and  in.-pector  of  hides  for 
his  county'  and  was  appointed  county'  commis- 
sioner early'  in  180-7  to  fill  out  the  term  of 
Jo.seph  Ford  for  the  first  tonimtssioner’s  pre- 
cinct. 

-ANDREW’  J.ACKSO-\,  Along  the  valleys 
of  1 lentoii  creek,  before  the  Civil  ar,  a few 
hardy'  settlers  ventured  and  thrust  themselves 
almost  into  the  doorways.  a.‘-  it  were,  of  the 
tepees  of  tlie  hostile  Indian  with  their  imple- 
ments of  civilization.  Land  was  any'w'here  t(  be 
had  for  the  taking  and  but  for  the  occasional 
forays  of  bands  of  reel  men.  bent  oti  itnirdi  r and 
rapine,  there  w as  no  one  'v  dispute  their  jios- 
session.  They'  were  homestekers  and  pn.s- 
jicctivc  homc-builders  and  they  willed  to  stay 
on  Denton  creek  and,  notwitlislainliiig  the  m- 
mmierahle  attempts  to  prevent  by  hostile 
hordes,  they'  did  stay  and  the  children  of  that 
day'  are  the  representative  men  and  w'omeii  of 
the  valley'  today. 

.Among  the  last  of  the  ante-bellum  setthrs 
of  that  locality,  whose  posterity  have  added 
wealth  and  the  renown  of  honest  citizenship  to 
their  county,  was  James  Jackson,  father  of 
the  subject  of  this  review.  He  tidded  his  family’ 
to  the  sparse  settlement  in  the  fall  of  1860  and 
located  them  on  the  right  bluff  of  the  stream 
some  three  miles  below  where  the  hamlet  of 
Denver  was  afterward  laid  c>nt.  While  he  vvas 
classed  as  a fanner  and  had  fanning  carrieil  on, 
he  was  actively  a trader  and  this  vocation  pnib- 
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alily  yicl<U*il  him  more  rcvt-iuie  in  this  new 
onmir}’  thrm  did  liis  farm.  He  wa.s  born  in 
•iwi'lli  ( ,ci'>r;^:ia,  in  liic  region  trilnitary  to  Chat- 
Lano'.^a.  Temus'-ce,  an.i  g^rew  up  there,  Imt 
went  t')  \rkan>a,-.  aliont  and  was  married 

in  Ai"Hl”i,mier_\  eoiinty,  where  he  first  .settled. 
He  afierw  ard  li\ecl  in  Pike  county  and  came  to 
1 i-xas  from  lliere,  ( 'arolinc  (frork  was  his  first 
wife  aii'i  she:  died  in  Ah  Mitgonu-ry  oaliiU, 

.Arkansas,  in  J.s»0.  am]  for  !iis  secomt  wife  he 
married  Elizalietli  Carpenier,  who  ilied  in  Ah>u- 
tatriu-  ccmnl)'.  Tc.xas. 

James  Jackson  t\as  a man  of  no  education, 
!ml  nevertheless  ])c,.-,sessed  "ood  Inisiness  inds;- 
inent  and  ma«le  a tinancial  success  of  life.  By 
his  first  wife  liis  only  cliild  w;is  \ndrcw,  oiir 
subject.  Bi_v  his  second  wife  were,  Elizabeth 
).,  married  Rilet  \A  illinjrham,  now  ileceased, 
and  resides  in  Demcr,  Texas;  Charles  Ralph; 
.Sarah  1)..  wife  of  Samuel  Mcltonald.  of  Iden- 
ver;  and  Mahala  married  Id.  C.  AIcDonald, 
aniUher  leading-  farmer  and  pioneer  of  Dentciii 
creek  valley;  Alillie  Al..  widow  of  Josejih  AIc- 
Honald  and  wife  of  Early  Xixon.  of  Haskell 
count}',  Texas:  Sena  L,  deceased  wife  s-f  I'rank 

iilinghani ; J'lliza  If.,  wife  of  Houston  W'ain- 
scoit.  of  1 teiiver,  I'cxas;  Hrus.ie,  deee.'ised,  mar- 
ried John  \\  . W illiams,  and  left  no  issue,  and 
Frank,  w ho  dicvl  singlo:. 

-Xmlrew  Jackson  t\-as  horn  in  Montsforncry 
count',',  Arkansas,  (deiober  i' h Is  Hi,  and  came 
to  tile  coiintr}-  of  the  red  man  at  about  fourteen 
years  cu’  aye.  After  his  father's  death,  in  ISih*. 
at  fifi}-fi\c  years  of  aye.  he  became  the  active 
hc.nl  "f  the  family  and  he  heym  life  more  on 
tile  edur.-aioii  of  ;utna!  exjiv.Tienec  than  from 
any  knowledye  yaineil  from  ho.iks.  Jtiiriny  the 
war  he  beloiiyed  to  f ujitain  John  W’illinyhamts 
comjvmv  of  i Ionic  ' mard^  wliich  simpiy  kept  a 
w.'itcliful  ere  upon  the  Indians  jirowliiiy  up  and 
down  ilic  cretk.  He  and  tiie  captain  encoun- 
tered a small  s(|iiad  of  warriors  on  i.’rusin  crcck, 
had  an  eiiyayenicm  at  close  ranyc  with  them 
for  some  minutes,  hut  each  -^ide  found  an  oppor- 
umitt  lo  esea])e  and  wiiiulre-w  witliout 
casualties  --0  far  as  known. 

Ill  the  early  time  Air.  Jacks. >n  was  in  the 
sa.'hlle.  on  the  cow  trail,  a yrcat  deal.  Hi.s  fa- 
llier  was  in  the  stuck  bnsino-'S  and  the  <ipcn 
raiiye  made  larye  paslnres  ami  enabled  stock  to 
wander  off.  This  necessittiled  an  occasional 
roundiny-ui)  ami  i)Hiichiny-up  and  the  job  fell 
to  rhe  jot  of  Andrciv.  A\  hen  he  was  ready  to 
seule  down,  .Mr.  Jacks.. n t>.ok  posse.s.'.ion  of 
oiu-half  of  thv'  old  homeste.'id  \vdiich  his  father 
left  f.  him,  and  he  beyan  his  career  as  :i  luni.se- 
holder  in  the  carle  seventies,  having-  no  thought 


of  any  \ oerition  hut  ilial  oflered  bv  the  farm.  In 
the  matter  of  grain-raising  he  became  an  expert 
and  if  there  was  any-  corn  rai.^ed  at  all  on  Den- 
ton creek  it  could  l.ie  found  in  his  crib;  others 
might  loiall}-  fail,  but  he  never  did.  The  be.st 
ev  idence  of  an  intelligent  and  succes.sfuJ  fanner 
is  found  in  his  corn  crib,  if  it  is  never  empty 
we  can  oonnt  him  a money  maker,  otherwise 
he  is  probably  but  an  apology  for  a farmer.  Mr. 
Jackson  is  decidedly  a leader  in  hi.s  vocation. 
His  seven  hundred  and  fort}-two  acres  consti- 
tute one  of  the  fine  farms  of  the  valley  and  its 
acquirement  represents  the  success  h'is  and  his 
sons'  efforts  at  farming  have  met. 

Air.  Jackson  was  married  in  1812  to  Miss 
Alary  Ellen  McDonald,  a daughter  of  Cash  Mc- 
Donald, who  came  into  Denton  creek  valley 
in  1857  from  T-a\vrence  comity,  Alissouri,  where 
Airs.  Tiu'kson  was  born  in  1856.  Three 
sons  have  been  the  result  of  this  mar- 
riage viz;  Samuel,  a leading  young  fanner 
and  ginner  on  Denton  creek,  who  married 
Minnie  Holbrook  : James,  who  is  still  connected 
with  the  family  home,«tead  and  is  married  to 
Alaggie  Richard.son  ; and  Ishain,  deceased,  June 
28,  1!>0,'),  who.se  wife  was  Lee  AlcDaniel,  was 
ass.'ieiated  with  the  farm  and  was  intere.sted 
with  his  brother  in  liic  gin.  Alazie,  a daughter, 
must  be  included  in  the  list,  .'she  is  the  wife 
of  1.  1\  Hoilirook.  of  Smusei,  and  Aliss  Florence, 
the  yf.migest  child,  is  yet  with  the  faniih'  circle. 

.Andrew  Jackson’s  reputation  as  a citizen 
meets  univer.sal  ajipr..val.  He  ha.s  found  com- 
fort and  s.atisfactii  .n  always  in  doing  right  and 
his  circle  of  friends  i.s  limited  only  by  the  ex- 
tent of  his  ac<|uaintancc.  Like  his  father,  he 
believes  in  the  efficac}'  of  the  Christian  religion, 
liut  while  the  father  was  a Alethodist  he  iiim- 
self  is  a T-aptist  of  the  Alissionary  seluxd.  A\  hat 
nw>re  need  be  adiled  when  it  is  said  th.at  he  was 
amonc'  the  first  here : that  he  helpied  conquer 
the  counti}  : that  his  life  ha.s  been  a success; 
that  lie  and  his  wife  have  reared  an  honored 
fiimilv  air'  tint  in  the  ,'qmro.aching  evening  of 
life  he  maintains  the  gooil  will  and  confidence 
of  his  fellow  men? 

P.EXJAAIIN  F.  ERWIN,  one  of  Uic  prom- 
inent farmers  of  Alontague  county,  Texas, 
was  horn  in  Pike  county,  Alississippi,  Alarch 
14,  1854.  son  of  John  J.  and  Aly  (Thornhill) 
Erwin,  hoch  native.s  of  that  state;  and  grandson 
of  James  Erwin. 

Janies  Icrwiii  was  a pioneer  settler  of  Alississip- 
pi, where  he  sjient  mo.st  of  his  life  as  a prosperous 
planter.  When  well  along  in  years  he  went  to 
Louisiana,  where  his  death  occurred.  He  was 
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iFc  Tatlief  of  six  children,  naniely : Lucena,  John 
J.,  Tho'fna.s  A.,  Abner,  James  C.  and  Frank, 

Job®  J.  Erwin  grew  up  on  his  father's  planta- 
tion in  Mississippi,  married  and  settled  on  a farm 
of  his  own.  and  was  prosperous  and  happy  when 
the  Civil  War  broke  out.  He  entered  the  Con- 
federate service  at  the  opening  of  hostilities  and 
was  all  through  the  war.  in  the  Army  of  the  Ten- 
nessee, taking  part  in  many  a fight  and  proving 
himself  a valiant  soldier.  On  one  occasion  he 
was  taken  prisoner,  but  was  soon  exchanged. 
Returning  to  his  home  after  the  war  was  over,  he 
resumed  farming  on  his  land  in  Mississippi  and 
remained  there  until  1885,  when  he  sold  out  and 
moved  to  Texas.  He  bought  a farm  in  Houston 
county,  where  he  settled  and  where  he  passed  the 
closing  years  of  his  life  and  died,  his  death  oc- 
curring in  189a.  He  was  successful  in  replen- 
ishing his  depicted  fortune  after  the  war  and  at 
the  time  of  his  death  had  a competency.  His 
life  was  that  of  the  quiet,  unpretentious  farmer, 
w'ith  no  aspiration  for  political  preferment,  and 
wdth  a character  above  reproach.  Both  he  and 
his  first  w'ife  were  devoted  and  w'orthy  members 
of  the  Baptist  church.  She  died  in  Mississippi 
in  1880.  Iler  people,  the  Thornhills,  were  early 
settlers  of  South  Carolina,  from  whence  they 
moved  to  Missi.ssippi,  where  they  were  promi- 
nent and  highly  respected  fanners.  She  was  the 
mother  of  five  children,  namely:  Benjamin  F., 

w'hosc  name  introduces  this  sketch ; Warren  T., 
who  died  at  the  age  of  twenty-one  years ; James 
B.  and  George  H.,  at  the  home  fann  in  Houston 
county,  and  Mary  E.,  wife  of  John  Chairs.  After 
the  death  of  his  first  wife.  John  J.  Erwin  married 
Mrs.  Emily  Alford.  There  were  no  children 
by  this  union.  After  site  was  left  a widow  she 
married  again  and  is  now  a resident  of  I,ouisiana. 

Benjamin  F.  Erwin,  the  direct  subject  of  tliis 
review,  was  reared  on  his  father's  farm  in  Missis- 
sippi. .'Mthough  young  at  the  time,  he  remem- 
bers well  the  afflictions  brought  on  the  country’ 
by  the  W’ar  of  the  rebellion,  also  many  advantages 
denied  him  in  the  wav  of  schooling  and  other- 
wise. He  being  the  oldest  child,  had  to  go  to  the 
front  on  the  farm  and  take  the  lead  in  looking 
after  affairs  while  his  father  was  in  the  army’. 
He  remained  under  the  parental  roof  until  he  was 
grow’n  and  married,  in  1878,  when  he  settled  on 
a rented  farm.  Later  he  owned  land  in  Missis- 
sippi, which  he  sold  in  1885  and  moved  with  his 
father  and  family’  to  Texas.  When  the  families 
were  preparing  to  leave  their  native  state,  an  old 
friend  and  neighbor  and  member  of  the  state  leg- 
islature, prepared  a letter  of  credit,  over  his  own 
official  signature,  recommending  Mr.  Erw’in  to 
whom  it  might  concern,  etc.  Although  Mr.  Er- 


win never  had  occa.sion  to  u.se  this  letter,  he  .still 
treasures  it  among  his  keop.sakes.  On  their  ar- 
rival in  Texas  they  all  scttlerl  in  Houston  coun- 
ty. Benjamin  F.  bought  land  there  and  on  it 
was  successfully  engaged  in  farming  for  six 
years,  when  he  sold  out  and  moved  to  south- 
western Texas,  locating  on  land  which  he  bought 
in  T^ivc  Oak  county,  remaining  two  years  with 
only  fairlv  good  suece.s.s  in  his  farming  opera- 
tions. Then  he  driftesl  to  llie  plains.  In  Crosby 
county  he  homesteaded  land,  hut  on  account  of 
the  unfavorable  seasons  he  had  a failure  of 
crops  an<]  reniained  there  only  two  year?,  coming 
thence  to  Montague  county  in  1895.  landing 
here  with  small  asset.?.  For  four  year.?  he  rented, 
land,  then  he  Iwniglit  a small  fa.rm.  poorly  in)' 
proved  and  with  hut  little  of  it  under  cultivatir'ii. 
By  subsequent  additional  purchase  he  has  in- 
creased his  farm  to  two  hundred  and  seventy- 
tavo  acres,  all  fine  valley  land,  and  as  the  residt 
of  his  well  directed  efforts  the  whole  of  it  i? 
under  a higli  state  of  cultivation,  and  his  build- 
ings.  including  a commodious  residence  an<l  two 
good  tenant  houses,  arc  among  the  best  in  the 
locality.  From  his  home,  locatcnl  on  an  elevatcil 
site,  one  lias  a fine  view  of  the  whole  harm  and 
Red  river  and  can  see  over  into  Indian  Terri- 
tory. 

In  IMississippi  Mr.  Erwin  married  Mi.ss  Lar- 
issa Smith,  who  was  bom  in  Pike  county , that 
state,  in  1859,  daughter  of  Dr.  Xual  Smith,  and 
his  wife  Milcssa,  both  natives  of  Mississippi. 
Dr.  Smith  had  a large  jilantation  and  iimnerou.s 
slaves  and  wa,?  extensively  engaged  in  agricul- 
inral  jnirsiiits  pi'evious  to  the  war.  During  tlie 
war  he  practiced  his  professifin.  The  close  of 
the  war  brought  a change  in  his  affairs,  and  he 
soil!  om  and  moved  to  Te.xas.  He  located  in 
llousttm  county,  where  he  bought  land,  settled 
d()vvn  to  the  jiractice  of  his  profession  and  became 
a prominent  factor  in  the  locality  in  which  he 
lived.  There  lie  remained  until  death  claimed 
him.  in  i88(i;  his  wife  survived  him  only  a short 
time,  both  dying  at  the  home.stead.  They  were 
consistent  members  of  the  Piapiist  church  and  he 
was  fraternally  a Mason.  Of  their  family  of 
six  children,  w’c  recor<l  that  Florence  is  a resident 
of  Mississippi;  Larissa,  now  IMrs.  Erv\in;  Kirby 
and  Clara  are  in  Houston  county ; Pedro  is  in 
Mississippi:  ant!  Bri-lgct  Hits  in  San  Antonio. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Erwin  are  the  parents  of  seven 
children,  whose  names  and  dates  of  birth  are  as 
follows:  Ira  H.,  horn  January  10,  1S79;  Myra 

M.,  I'ehruary  3,  i88a  : Nola  I.,  October  8,  1883  ; 
Hosa  1.,  C)ctoher  30,  1886;  Elmar  J.,  April  ii, 
1894;  Nellie  S.,  December  23,  1896;  and  Nual 
C.,  September  13,  1898. 
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Mrs.  Erwin  is  a member  of  the  Methodist 
churcli.  but  i\Ir.  Erwin  still  holds  to  the  faith  in 
which  he  was  reared,  that  of  the  Baptist  church. 
He  has  served  as  school  trustee  four  year.s  and 
ha.s  filled  some  minor  offices. 

J.\:vli;S  GRA.W  JI.LE  AIUU.E.V?.  The 

(M i.'-.-ibilities  tor  a man  of  bu.--ine.>.s  gcniu.' 
Ill  the  mercantile  field  are  beyond  computation 
and  e\ciy  day  furnishes  striking  example.s  of 
iho.^i  who  have  started  even  below  the  bottom 
rung  of  the.  ladder  and  crept  .slow!}'  toward  its 
top  iiiiiil  it-,  very  ]>inacte  has  been  reached  or 
:i  j.K.r.sonal  ambition  ha^  been  gratified.  As  an 
■sample  of  a life  >(  .'itccess  in  OomesLic  com- 
merce under  circum.-tance>  trying  and  difficul- 
tie.s  discouraging,  sve  cite  that  of  J.  t.lranc  ille 
Mullens,  of  -\ntelo[ie,  the  subject  of  this  per- 
,,onal  article.  Depres.scd  and  di.scouraged  by 
lilt-  recent  lo,s>  -if  hi.s  property  resources,  and 
h inipered  with  a lack  of  fuml.s  to  resume  the 
business  with  wh.ich  lie  liatl  once  made  head- 
way. we  find  him  deciding  to  enter  nierchandis- 
liig  and  establishing  hinirelf  in  a country  vil- 
lage with  no  capital  Imt  hi.s  credit  and  the  in- 
Instry  which  nature  gave  him  at  birth. 

'\s  a favorable  augur}  uf  success  Mr.  Mul- 
k.n.s  'huninant  elements  of  character  were  such 
ns  to  attract  trade  and  to  inspire  the  public 
vill;  coiih.kncc  in  his  integrity,  and  it  is  not 
surprising  that  his  star  of  destiny  should  start 
upward  ami  contiiiut-  to  rise  until  the  self-clos- 
ing of  bis  business  career.  When  he  had  fair- 
ly .started  and  his  store  w'as  a popular  mart  of 
trade  his  brothers  Frank  and  Robert  joined 
ilieir  cajiiial  to  hi.s  and  J.  (1.  .Mullen.s  and  Com- 
pany existed  as  a firm  for  one  year.  The  style 
of  the  firm  reiiuiiiied  J.  C.  Mullen.s  and  Com- 
pany for  fifteen  t ears,  when  J.  C,.  Mullens  again 
assumed  control  .and  terminated  his  business 
career,  in  IfiOt.  with  the  sale  of  his  stock. 

.'\s  the  store  yielded  him  profits  not  required 
for  the  jiropt-r  conduct  of  its  alTairs  Air.  Aliillens 
entered  again  the  cattle  business,  in  which 
misiortmie  had  overtaken  him  just  prior  to  hi.s 
heeoming  a merchant,  and  he  laid  the  founda- 
uem  for  an  industry  which  eventually  won 
him  from  the  store  and  i.s  the  re.serve  force 
:md  main.si.ay  <■!  his  family  today.  His  thou- 
sami  acres  of  ianil.  -.tucked,  as  U is,  came  to  him 
mt  of  the  .aggregate  profits  of  a hu.siiie-s.s  w'liose 
percent.iges  entereti  his  ca^h  bo.x  over  the  ceimi- 
tcr. 

Wayne  county , ivculucky.  gave  J.  Ci.  Afui- 
iens  birlli  Alarch  C>.  It.jl.  liliam  Alutlens, 
his  fanier,  wa.s  sixteen  years  sheriff  of  that 
"ouufy  and  filK-d  wuiie  «,ther  offices  hc.sides. 


and  was  born  there  December  C,  1811,  The 
latter’s  father  wa.s  one  of  the  first  settlers  of 
that  county  and  opened  a farm  upon  w'hich 
he  reared  his  family.  He  migrated  from  Vir- 
ginia and  settled  within  a mile  of  Alonticello 
when  the  Indians  still  occupied  the  woods  of 
Kentucky.  Flis  first  son  w'as  Charles  Alullens, 
a Alexican  war  soldier  and  also  a San  Jacinto 
veteran  who  settled  in  Fayette  county.  Texas, 
and  passed  his  last  year.s  there.  There  was  ahso 
a son,  Ifdwaid,  who  w-ent  to  .Alabama,  and  then 
William,  who  died  at  .Antelope,  June  ]7,  1895. 
There  were  daughters,  Peggie,  who  married 
Cannon  Worsham,  and  Nancy,  who  married 
a W illiams. 

W illiam  Alullens  married  Frances  E.  .Allen, 
who  vvas  bon  I in  Casey  coutity,  Kentuck}", 
November  18,  lSf?5,  and  died  in  Antelope, 
Texas,  C)ctober  10,  1901.  They  came  to  Texas 
m 1888  and  were  the  parents  of  Alary  E.,  wfife 
of  John  Soiithwood.  of  Wayne  county’,  Ken- 
tucky ; Frances  A.,  of  Tahlequah,  Indian  Terri- 
tory, wife  of  Shelby  T.  Stokes;  James  G.,  our 
siiliject;  William  G.,  of  Frederick,  Oklahoma; 
Dollie,  wife  of  <%,  H.  Fields,  of  Antelope; 
Laura,  who  married  E.  S.  Roberts,  of  Fred- 
erick, t.Jklahonia;  B.  F.  C.,  of  Antelope;  Emma, 
wife  of  Willis  \\’ilkinson,  of  Grooms,  Texas; 
Ermine  I.,  who  died  single;  and  Robert,  of 
Wayne  county,  Kentucky. 

James  Granville  Alullens  learned  fanning  on 
his  father's  homestead  in  his  native  state  and  ob- 
tained a fair  education  in  the  common  schools. 
V\  hen  he  took  up  the  responsibilities  of  life 
alone  it  was  as  a teacher  in  the  public  schools. 
Terminating  this  work  he  came  to  Texas  and 
took  up  farming  in  Collin  county,  made  some 
progress.  ac(|uired  a small  bunch  of  cattle  and 
iiroiight  them  to  Antelope  in  1881  and  soon 
lost  them  by  death.  Thus  reduced  to  the  point 
of  taking  up  manual  labor  he  conceived  the  idea 
of  adopting  inerchandising  and  opened  a store 
under  the  circumstances  and  conditions  al- 
read}’  noted. 

November  i,  18H,  Mr.  Alullens  married,  in 
Collin  county.  Laura  J.  Noble,  a daughter  of 
John  S.  Noble  from  Wayne  county,  Kentucky. 
Air.  Notdc  married  Lucy  T.  W'illock.  was  the 
failicr  of  twelve  children,  and  died  in  Pilot 
Point.  Texas,  while  hi.s  widow  is  passing  her 
hist  t ears  in  Leonard,  Texas. 

Air.  ami  Airs.  Alullen's  first  child,  William 
N.,  died  at  past  eight  years  uf  age,  and  their 
second  and  third.  Alary  and  Taylor  Francis, 
still  survive. 

In  ihc  organization  of  the  Jacksboro  Nation- 
al Bank  Mr,  Alullens  subscribed  to  the  stock  of 
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the  institution  and  is  one  of  its  board  of  direc- 
tors. hie  has  no  special  interest  in  county  poli- 
tics but  votes  with  the  dominant  itolitical  party, 
and  is  a steward  and  trustee  of  the  Antelope 
Mcthoilist  church. 

CIIARI,ES  \\  . BEAN  is  junior  member 
of  the  real  estate  firm  of  Anderson  and  Bean, 
the  most  progressive  and  wide-avvake  business 
men  of  Wichita  Falls.  They  have  the  largest 
volume  and  value  of  business  of  any  real  estate 
firm  in  Wichita  counter  and  are  gaining  a great 
success  individually  and  also  doing  a great 
work  in  developing  and  bringing  before  the 
people  the  re.sources  of  the  county.  They  un- 
derstand fully  the  virtue  of  a good  advertise- 
ment. and  their  circulars  ajid  pamphlets  de- 
scriptive of  the  charms  and  worth  of  this  coun- 
try as  a place  for  settlers  find  their  way  all  over 
the  states,  and  have  resulted  in  bringing  in 
many'  estimable  and  industrious  citizens  and 
home-builders.  They  have  used  tlieir  capital 
liberally  in  this  advertising  of  the  agricultural 
possibilities  of  Wichita  county,  especially  the 
irrigated  lands.  Mr.  Bean  is  one  of  the  fore- 
most citizens  of  \Vichita  Falls,  takes  an  active 
part  in  public  affairs,  and  is  a level-headed  and 
public-spirited  business  man. 

Mr.  Bean  was  born  at  Jackson,  Michigan, 
in  1866,  being  a son  of  O.  W.  and  Jennie  (But- 
ler) Bean.  His  father  was  born  in  western 
New  York,  but  at  the  age  of  three  clears  ^veiit 
w'ith  his  parents  to  Jackson  county%  Michigan, 
which  was  then  a wilderness.  His  youngest 
brother,  in  fact,  was  the  first  white  child  born 
in  Jackson  county'.  After  attaining  to  manhood 
he  became  a manufacturer  in  Jackson,  and  lived 
there  until  the  spring  of  18S4,  when  he  brought 
his  family  to  the  new'  towm  t)f  '\^ichita  Falls, 
Texas,  w'here  he  engaged  in  the  mercantile 
busine.ss,  and  where  he  lived  till  his  death.  His 
wife,  who  was  born  at  Niagara  Falls,  New 
York,  now  lives  at  Wichita  F'alls. 

Mr.  C.  W,  Bean  was  reared  and  received  his 
education  at  Jack.son  and  Tecumseh,  Michigan. 
He  became  acquainted  with  the  details  of  the 
mercantile  business  while  still  a boy,  and  was 
in  the  mercantile  business  until  1894  with  the 
exception  of  four  years  spent  as  assistant  in  the 
county  tax  collector’s  office.  In  1894  he  and 
Mr.  .A..  D.  Anderson  became  partners  in  the 
real  estate  busine.ss,  wdiich  lias  been  carrietl  on 
with  such  excellent  results  to  the  present  time. 

In  January,  1900,  Mr.  Bean  was  elected  the 
first  may'or  of  W'ichita  Falls  following  the  adop- 
tion of  the  new  incorporation  charter,  which 
went  into  effect  at  the  same  time.  In  .April 
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of  the  same  year  he  was  elected  at  the  regular 
spring  election  io  the  mayoralty',  and  by  suc- 
cessive re-elections  served  in  1901,  1909  and 
19u;{.  his  last  term  expiring  in  April,  1904,  at 
which  time  he  was  compelled  to  relinquish 
official  cares  because  of  the  press  of  his  private 
business. 

Since  coming  to  Texas  Mr.  Bean  has  mar- 
ried. Mrs.  Bean  was  in  her  maideiduxjd  Miss 
Maud  Chilton,  and  she  is  one  of  the  popular 
ladie.s  of  Wichita  Falls.  They  have  three  chil- 
dren; Jennie,  Kenneth  ami  Ethel, 

JAA1E.S  \\  . .SHIRLEY,  a stock  farmer  and 
real  estate  owner  of  North  Fort  Worth,  was 
born  in  .Abbeville  county.  South  Carolina,  while 
his  parent,',,  Maston  and  Rachel  (AlcAdams) 
Shirkw,  v\cre  natives  of  Virginia.  They  re- 
moved from  South  Carolina  to  I’ontotoc  coun- 
ty, Mississiitpi,  in  1854,  and  the  parents  both 
dieil  in  that  stale. 

James  W.  .Shirley,  however,  was  reared  upon 
a farm  in  ^Mississippi  and  after  attaining  his 
majority'  was  engaged  in  fanning  pursuits 
there.  lie  first  came  to  Texas  in  1876  upon  a 
prospecting  tour,  and  in  1880  he  removed  to 
Fort  V\’orth,  where  for  two  y'ears  he  was  em- 
ploy'ed  in  a grocery'  store.  He  afterward  en- 
gaged in  the  grocery'  business  for  himself  at 
Roanoke.  Denton  county,  for  three  years  and  in 
188-5  again  came  to  Tarrant  county'  and  bought 
a farm  of  about  one  hundred  acres  where  North 
Fort  Worth  now  stands.  At  that  time,  how- 
ever. the  surrountling  country  was  so  sparsely 
settled  that  there  were  not  enough  children  to 
form  a school  district. 

Mr.  Shirley'  has  lived  upon  his  original  place 
continuously  since,  although  since  that  time 
he  has  divided  his  farm  into  city'  lots,  com- 
prising Shirley’s  .Addition  to  North  Fort 
Worth.  He  has  sold  many  of  these  lots  but  still 
retains  some  and  the  growth  of  the  city',  con- 
sequent upon  the  openitig  of  the  new  stock 
y'ards  and  packing  houses,  has  greatly'  en- 
hanced the  value  of  his  pn>perty.  He  also  owns 
a fine  stock  farm  of  five  hundred  and  twelve 
acres  near  Beiibro<)k  in  Tarraiit  county'  on  the 
Clear  Fork,  where  he  carrie>  on  a general  stock 
farming  business,  !>eing  very'  succes.sfui  in  this 
undertaking.  For  several  years  after  locating 
on  hi.s  original  place  at  North  Fort  Worth  he 
conducted  a dairy'  farm.  His  business  interests 
have  been  well  directeil  by'  sound  judgment 
and  keen  discernment  and  ihese  qualities  in 
connection  with  his  executive  ability  have 
gained  for  him  a gratify'ing  measure  of  pros- 
perity. 


lJU 


mSTC)RV  OF  NORTH  AND  WEST  TEXAS. 


-\Ir.  Shi^lt^  \va>  married  to  I’.elle  Dar- 

ter. a >i>u-r  of  \\  . Darter,  of  Fort  Worth, 
and  a <lau;^Iuer  of  J'raiici.'^  and  Mary  (Boyd) 
Darter,  ilic  fatlitr  a native  e)f  ^ irginia  and  tlie 
niotlier  of  Kentvteky.  where  they  were  married 
and  rai.-ed  a faniilx  o[  nine  chili.iren.  They 
came  to  Tarrant  county  in  l>jh.  She  is  a rep- 
reseiit.'Uivc  uf  one  of  the  pioneer  families  of 
western  Texas.  Set  en  children  hat  e heen  born 
of  thi-  marri.age : Lottie  Ma}-,  J''red,  Marietta, 
Jim  Puib.  .Mark,  Mittie  Belle  and  \'iolct.  Mr. 
Shirk'*  ainl  most  of  his  family  arc  members  of 
the  Christian  china h and  he  is  one  of  the  snb- 
.staiitial  citizens  of  the  country.  Fie  has  Itocn 
greatly  interested  in  the  e>tablishnienl  and  suc- 
cess of  the  pul  die  school  system  of  North 
Fori  Worth  and  has  seen  the  schools  developed 
front  their  earliest  miclcn.s  to  their  present 
advanced  state,  demanding  the  employment  of 
twenty  teachers  in  the  different  districf.s  of 
the  cilv.  He  has  acted  as  .school  trustee  of  his 
district,  and  aided  in  organizing  the  independent 
district  in  which  liis  home  is  .situated.  He  is 
pre-cniinently  pnldic  ^[liriled  and  his  co-opera- 
tion has  been  of  marked  benefit  in  the  [>romo- 
tion  of  jtubiic  nicasnres  of  progress  here. 

JA:\1ES  .\XDRFW  (iRAIIAM.  it  is  our 
privdege  to  jircscjU  a,s  the  subject  of  this  brief 
mention  a rcprcscniaiit  e of  one  cd"  the  pioneer 
Te.xas  families  whose  ancestry  played  a pa- 
triot’s part  in  winning  the  iiulepcudencc  of  the 
l.one  Star  rcfmldic  and  whose  efforts  in  civil 
life  have  been  directed  chie.dy  along  industrial 
and  commercial  lines.  His  antectalents  were 
of  the  bkx'd  of  Irish  patriots  and  it  was  to  the 
liking  of  the  honored  founder  of  this  family  to 
lake  np  arms  agtiiiist  a tyrant  monarch  and 
to  help  set  up  on  a portion  of  his  dominions  a 
goveninu  nt  of  libcrt}  . freedom  and  ab.solute  in- 
dependence. 

Andrew  Graham,  the  patrii;>t  fottiiilcr  of  this 
family  an.i  the  granclfntlter  of  our  subject,  was 
the  oldest  son  Cif  James  Graham,  a ,'scotcliman 
with  1-irge  estates  near  Dnbiin,  Treland.  where 
he  was  statione<l  a.s  commanding  officer  of  a 
British  garrison.  Hi.s  birtli  occun'ed  in  1108 
and  in  lsl‘2  he  came  to  the  United  States,  He 
eventuallv  cstaidished  himself  in  Tennessee, 
I.otidon  coniitv,  where  his  son  C.  J.  E..  the 
fallicr  of  onr  subject,  was  born  in  the  year  1S29. 
About  LS.'Jd  he  brought  bis  tainih'  into  the 
Texas  }>rovince  of  the  rejiuhlic  of  Mexico  and 
settled  in  Fayette  county,  where  he  passed 
his  renuiiuing  years  as  a farmer  and  where  his 
death  occurred  in  INo.  For  his  wife  lie  mar- 
ried Miss  .Silibic  .Skinner,  a sister  of  Hoii.  Saiii- 


nel  Skinner,  prominent  in  ,\rkan,sa.s  aiTairs  for 
many  years.  Of  their  issue  Colonel  J.  E.  was 
the  oldest;  Margaret  became  the  wife  of  Janies 
Ross  and  died  in  Fayette  county;  Dorcas  mar- 
ried Theodore  Howell,  and  died  in  P'ay- 
ettc  County ; Luc.  tvlio  first  married  George  Slack 
and  then  a Mr.  .\nderson,  who  left  a child  at  her 
death  in  Fayette  county,  and  Andrew  K.,  of  Bas- 
trop comity.  Te.xas. 

G.  J.  E.  Graham  came  to  man’s  estate  on  his 
father's  farm  in  Fayette  coimtj’  and  became 
in  early  life  a fanner  himself.  During  the  w-ar 
of  the  rebellion  his  company  W'as  stationed 
along  the  Texas  coa.st  wheme  guard  duty  consti- 
tuted the  chief  feature  of  his  sere  ice.  lit  ISIF) 
he  located  his  faniih'  at  Tehuacana,  in  Lime- 
stone coinitv',  to  give  his  children  the  ailvan- 
iag*‘s  of  a College  education.  ,\s  a means  of 
support  during  the  t'ears  of  his  residence  there 
he  engaged  in  mercantile  piirsnits  until  hi,s 
death,  passing  away  in  1895.  He  was  a Demo- 
crat, a iMason  and  a member  of  the  Cumberland 
I'rcshi'tenan  church.  In  Fayette  county  he 
tnarried  .Miss  lUarian  \\  . Burleson,  a daughter 
of  Joscfih  and  ,\llie  (Seaton)  Burleson.  Joe, 
Aaron  and  Jonathan  Burleson  were  brothers 
who  identified  theiiisclves  with  'Pexas  in  an 
early  day  and  were  cousins  of  General  Edward 
Burleson  of  Texas  revolutionary  fame.  Mrs. 
IMariaii  W.  Graliam  died  in  Bastrop  coimtjg 
whither  the  family  had  migrated  from  Fayette, 
in  1813.  She  was  the  mother  of  Eskridge  N., 
who  died  at  Gain.sville  in  Sibbie  A.,  wife 

of  Frank  Smith,  of  Tehucana ; James  A.,  of  this 
article;  Anne  M.,  who  died  at  sixteen  \’ear.s; 
Susan  M.,  wife  of  Rev.  J.  E.  Aubrey,  of  Sterling, 
Coli'irado;  Sarah  J.,  now  Mrs.  Pk  N.  Davenport, 
of  Shreveport.  ].oui.siana;  Martha  \\'..  who  mar- 
ried J,  H,  McCollum,  of  Bastrop  county;  and 
Murray  T.,  wife  of  J.  D.  Roberts,  of  Beaumont, 
Texas. 

James  A.  Graham  wxis  born  near  Fayette- 
ville. in  Fae-ette  county,  Texas,  February  IS, 
1S(F?.  His  boyhexad  was  passed  on  the  farm  in 
I'ay'ctie  and  Bastrop  counties.  The  country 
schools  and  Tehuacana  College  furnished  him 
the  ground-wt'rk  of  a libt'ral  education  and 
he  prepared  himself  for  his  life  work  in  the  law 
department  of  the  State  Uni\  crsity,  where  he 
graduated  with  the  clas.«  of  1886-7.  In  the  autumn 
of  1S87  he  located  in  Burnett,  Tex.as,  where 
his  first  case  in  court  wdiich  he  won  w'as  on  the 
defense  of  a person  chargeil  with  crime  and 
tried  before  the  j'u.stice  court  of  Burnett.  In  1890 
he  was  elected  county  judge  of  Burnett  county 
and  ill  the  fall  of  1899  tvas  elected  to  represent 
that  county  in  the  state  legislature.  He  rep- 
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re.seiited  the  Fifty-third  district,  which  also  in- 
cluded Lampasas  county.  The  legislature  of 
that  session  was  occupied  chiefly  with  the  pas- 
sage of  the  stock  and  Ixrnd  lau's,  advocated  so 
prominently  by  the  Hogg  faction  of  the  Dem- 
ocracy of  that  time,  and  Mr.  Oraham  gave  them 
his  support.  He  submitted  a resolution  calling 
for  an  amendment  to  the  constitution  providing 
for  a reduction  in  the  representation  to  the 
legislature  and  substituting  a legislative  salary 
instead  of  a per  diem,  a.s  at  present,  .\mong  the 
committees  on  which  he  served  were  those  of 
Finance  and  Judiciary  No.  2.  and  when  tire 
legislative  session  closed  he  resigned  his  office 
and  movcrl  to  Fort  Worth.  In  the  latter  place 
he  was  a member  of  the  firm  of  (irahara  and 
Altman  for  two  years,  but  again  changed  his 
location,  and  in  August,  1895,  he  cast  his  for- 
tunes with  Bowie. 

In  recent  v'cars  Mr.  Graham’s  law  practice 
has  trended  tow-ard  corporation  business,  in 
which  department  of  law  he  has  shown  splendid 
capabilities.  He  represents  the  Katts  Rock  Isl- 
and and  Fort  W'orth,  and  Denver  Railroads  as 
their  attorne}’,  and  aided  in  the  management 
of  the  Rock  .Island’s  interests  in  the  renowned 
Rosa  Langston  damage  suit,  in  which  the  first 
trial  re.sulted  in  a judgment  for  the  plaintiff  for 
825,000.00.  Before  the  case  was  finally-  con- 
cluded in  the  courts  it  was  settled  bt"  a com- 
promise, costing  the  road  in  the  neighborhood 
of  8.9,000.  ]\Ir.  Graham  does  the  court  work 

of  the  Bowie  banks  and  has  been  connected  with 
much  of  the  strongly  contested  litigation  of 
Montague  county.  As  a pastime  and  to  gratify 
a personal  inclination  lie  is  growing  into  the 
blooded  horse  and  pure-bred  b.og  business.  His 
favorite  strain  of  liorses  is  the  W'ilkes  and  he 
is  encouraging  the  introuuction  of  this  speedy 
strain  into  the  best  stables  of  the  community, 
having  a promising  young  roadster  in  training 
on  the  Bowie  track  himself.  His  little  nucleus 
in  the  line  of  swine  emliraces  the  Roland  Chinas, 
of  which  there  are  none  finer  or  purer  bred  in 
Texas. 

September  3,  1888,  Mr.  Graham  was  married 
in  Burnett  county,  to  Bernice  Alice,  a daughter 
of  Frank  Thomas,,  a Burnett  merchant  and  a 
Kentucky  settler  in  Texas  since  18.56.  Mrs. 
Thomas  wa.s  Elvira  Roundtree,  whose  family 
is  one  of  the  well  known  of  South  Texas.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Graham’s  children  arc : Catherine, 
Marian,  James  S.,  Bernice  and  Frank  Thomas. 
Mr.  Graham  is  an  active  Democrat  and  a Royal 
Arch  Mason, 


GIK'RGE  HILL  ML'LKEY,  vice  presi- 
dent of  the  Traders’  National  Bank,  is  a repre- 
.sentaiiv  e of  .a  prominent  old  family  of  this  state 
and  a son  efl  Rev.  W illiam  and  Anuis  (I'inker- 
ton)  Mnlkey.  The  fatlier  was  born  in  (’leorgia 
in  17!K),  there  being  but  one  generation  between 
George  H.  Mnlkey  and  the  time  oi  George 
Wa.sliington.  Rev.  W illiani  .Mnlkey  was  one  of 
the  most  noted  characters  in  the  ])ioneer  history 
of  the  somhwe.st,  anda.s  a minister  and  rnissimi- 
ary  of  the  Methodist  Episcoj>al  church.  South, 
was  an  extensive  trawler,  ami  was  a soldier  in 
the  war  of  1812.  In  his  early  life  as  a young 
minister  he  lived  in  many  of  the  principal  cities 
of  the  United  States,  including  Washingtem, 
Baltimore,  Annapolis,  Bo.ston  and  .Xashviile. 
and  was  living  in  d'ennesset*  at  the  time  the 
government  removed  the  Cherokee  and  Chtic- 
taw  Indians  from  Georgia  and  Alabama  to  the 
Indian  d'erritor}  , this  being  in  the  early  ’30's. 
Rev.  Mnlkey  had  for  some  time  been  interested 
in  the  education  and  enlighti  nriu-nt  of  the  In- 
dians, and  oil  the  occasion  of  their  removal  re- 
ceived a coinmissi. >n  from  the  cburcli,  apiiroved 
b}'  the  i-'ederal  authorities.  i<>  accompany  them 
as  a missionary  and  teacher.  He  remained  in 
that  work  for  several  tears,  making  his  home 
during  the  time  in  Sevier  county,  .Arkansas, 
on  the  border  of  Indian  Territort  , for  the  pro- 
tection of  the  state  in  case  of  jic.ssible  hostilities 
on  the  part  of  the  red  men.  In  .April,  Ksdl,  he 
removed  with  his  family  from  .Arkansas  to 
Tennessee,  and  then  to  Te.xas,  locating  at  W ax- 
ahachie  in  Fdlis  county,  t-ngaging  in  ministerial 
and  evangelistic  work  througli'nit  the  state. 
Cnc  of  his  sons,  Ste|,)heu  H.  .\lulkey,  had  pre- 
ceded him  to  this  state,  hicating  here  in  1854. 
and  he  i.s  imw  living  in  I'ort  W orth.  t,)ii  one  of 
his  trips  from  his  .Arkansas  home  Rev.  Alulkey 
had  visited '.rex.a.s  as  <'arl\  a.s  the  tliirties.  In  iSyt.) 
he  was  called  upon  to  lay  down  lite  s laliors. 
passing  avvay  quite  suddenly  on  a train  on  the 
d'e.xas  Central  Railroad  at  Jleanie,  Texas,  but 
his  memcirv  tvill  long  remain  with  tliC'se  who 
knew  him,  hecanse  of  his  life  cif  helpfulness,  of 
broad  .sympathy  and  his  dee])  interest  iii  and 
labors  for  the  benefit  of  other.^. 

Rev.  Alulke}'  was  in  many  ways  a remark- 
able ch.aracter.  Beginning  life  without  educa- 
tional advantages  whatever,  having  been  taught 
to  read  by  his  first  wife,  he  having  been  twice 
marrietl,  he  became  in  later  life  a man  of  splen- 
did intellectual  attainments,  and  collaborated 
wfith  Dr.  Walker  in  the  authorshi])  of  the  ])ho- 
netic  .system  in  teaching.  He  also  hecainc  the 
author  of  several  books,  mainly  on  orthoepy 
subjects  as  relating  to  the  English  language. 
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Amoa^'  other  thini^'s  he  \vr<  ne  ami  ].^ullli^hed  the 
Nc'u  Te>tainent  in  purely  phouctieal  ling'iiag'e, 
l>\  which  mean.-,  many  uiile.anicd  perilous  be- 
came able  to  read,  he  leachiiij;  the  soiiiids  in- 
stead of  tlic  Icttcr.-i.  Physically  be  was  a man 
• 'f  Miblime  conrag'c,  a typical  froiitier>:nan,  fond 
of  tile  o]>eii  life,  and  his  fearlessness  was  such 
that  it  \Mis  often  sai<]  of  him  that  he  “could 
litrht  a saw-tnill  and  whip  it."  Notwithstanding- 
<dl  this,  he  was  a man  of  the  highest  spiritual 
‘pialitio.  and  his  life  was  entirely  devoted  to 
the  elccation  of  his  fellow  men.  In  his  memory 
the  \luikey  Memorial  church  was  huilt  in  Fort 
Worth  in  091.  One  of  his  sons.  Rev.  Abe 
Mulkcy,  is  also  a noted  minister  and  evangelist 
of  the  Melbodisi  Episcoiial  cbnrch.  South. 
Mrs,  Miiikey,  the  wife  of  this  re-vered  pioneer 
inim.sier,  was  born  in  Lexington,  Kentucky  . 

tie-'wge  Hill  fUulkey  liad  Ids  nati\-ity  in 
Flenipstead  county,  Arkansas,  where  be  was 
born  July  i,  i8-iy,  but  in  \pril.  1861,  came 
with  liis  father  to  Tex'as.  Ftiiring  his  boyhood 
days  he  had  the  interesting  c.xpcricnce  of  car- 
rving  the  mail  t>n  the  route  from  W.axahachic 
10  i orl  Worth  for  the  government  contractor, 
tieorge  Marchbanks,  there  being  no  railrnad.s 
lu  re  at  that  time.  In  1,  before  reaching  the 
age  of  secentecn,  he  enlisted  in  the  Qmfcder- 
ate  sert  ice  for  the  Civil  \\'ar.  entering  Company 
1'.,  Cfilfinel  Bates'  Regiment,  and  \va>  on  sjiecial 
detail  duty  under  Ca]>tain  C.  W.  1 larri.s  in  Texas 
and  l.oiiisiana,  until  the  clo.sc  of  hostilitic.s.  On 
the  exj'iratitjn  nf  his  military  career  he  at- 
tendei]  school  at  iMcKcnaic  College,  in  Red 
Ri\er  county,  one  of  ihe  well  known  eilnca- 
tional  in-.titutions  of  those  days,  and  iberc  many' 
(if  the  now  proniincnt  men  of  Texas  received 
tVieir  early  mental  discipline.  In  1871  he  re- 
moved to  Fort  Worlii,  which  has  e\cr  since 
been  hi>  home,  Ilis  first  work  here  was  as  pro- 
prietor of  a .small  corn  and  feed  mill,  later  be- 
coming connected  with  a jdaiiing  mill  and  sub- 
--cqiK  titly  was  elected  clerk  uf  the  district  court 
‘if  1'arram  county  , but  resigned  this  otTicial  po- 
sition to  accept  a more  desirable  one  in  the 
bank  of  Br>az  I'c  Elli.s.  known  as  the  Texas  & 
('alifurraa  Bank,  one  of  the  jiioncer  financial 
nwtiuttions  cd  Fort  Worth,  originally  started 
by  F.iptain  Loyd.  This  afterward  became 
known  as  ilu  City  National  Bank.  In  Fs,9t>  Mr. 
^^ulkc'.  was  unc  cif  the  pr<ltln>U'r^  ■«{  tlie  d'rad- 
i-rs  ,\ational  Bank,  with  which  In-  lias  ec'cr 
,'ince  i)e‘.,ii  connected,  and  i.--  luaw  its  cicc-prcsi- 
<!cm.  About  Fs9l  he  inmh.ascd  a paint  and 
papi  r bti-xucs',  ->,\hicli  has  since  iiecn  incorpor- 
ated a-  ilu-  rfco..:i-.  Faint  and  Paper  Company, 
i.f  hich  in-  w as  ina-idciit  for  many  years  and  of 


which  his  sons,  K.  A.  and  W.  W are  now  presi- 
dent and  trea.surer,  respectively.  This  is  the 
largest  establishment  of  its  kind  in  Fort  W'orth, 
conducting  a prosperous  and  successful  busi- 
ness. 

^Ir.  Mulkey’s  benefactions  to  churcli  and 
college  institutions  have  been  bestowed  with  a 
spirit  of  philanthropy  that  is  certainly  unusual, 
and  for  every  dollar  he  has  made  in  business 
be  ha.s  practically  given  a dollar  to  church 
and  school,  thus  going  far  beyond  the  usually 
prescribed  "tenth."  He  practically'  built  with 
his  own  hands  the  -Methodist  church  in  the 
Third  ward,  and  the  Mulkey  Memorial  church, 
huilt  bv  the  Mulkey  family  priiicipally.was  most 
generously  favored  by  him  with  funds.  .A.t  the 
present  time  this  churcli  is  being  rebuilt  as  a 
much  finer  and  larger  structure.  He  repre.sent- 
ed  the  Methodist  Ejiiscopal  tfhurch  Society  in 
its  .American  (Conference  and  in  the  General 
Conference,  and  had  the  honor  of  being  ap- 
jKu'nted  to  the  Ifeumenical  Conference  held  in 
London,  England,  in  1890,  during  which  time 
he  toured  the  Continent  in  company'  with 
his  son,  Ilonier  T.  In  all  church  work  he  ap>- 
peared  as  a lay  rcpreseiitati\  e.  He  w'as  one  of 
the  founders  and  has  been  the  largest  individual 
contributor  to  the  I’olytcchnic  College,  to  which 
he  has  given  over  ten  thousand  dollars,  and  is 
treasurer  of  the  institution.  He  served  as  city' 
alderman  from  the  First  and  Sixth  wards,  one 
term  in  the  First  and  tw'o  terms  in  the  Sixth. 
He  was  also  largely  instrumental  in  the  build- 
ing of  the  Fort  W orth  Fire  Department,  and 
was  chief  of  the  Volunteer  Fire  Department.  In 
the  general  upbuilding  of  Fort  W'orth  he  is  a 
public-spirited  and  enterprising  citizen,  and  in 
all  life’s  relations  is  found  true  to  the  duties 
which  tlie  day  may  bring  forth. 

Mr.  Mulkey  was  first  married  to  Miss  Minnie 
Gray  es,  now  deceased,  and  they  had  two  sons — 
W.  W'.  and  Karl  A.  Mulkey.  His  present  wife 
\va-  in  her  maidenhood  Miss  Frances  .Ander- 
son. a member  of  one  of  the  old-time  families 
of  b'ort  ^^h)rtl^  ami  a sister  of  IMr.s.  W . j.  Roaz. 
To  this  marriage  have  been  born  six  children, 
namely  : I b:*mcr  T..  Young  J.,  Madge,  Ethel, 

George  i'.  and  \be.  the  last  named  now  de- 
cease<i. 

J.  DRYDEN  is  closely  identified  with  the 
new  city  of  North  Fort  Wortii,  where  he  is  w'ell 
known  as  a successful  business  man  and  active 
as  a citizen.  Air.  Dryden  is  a native  of  Jackson 
county.  Alissouri,  where  he  spent  the  first  four- 
teen years  of  his  life,  and  then  accompanied  his 
parents  to  a fann  near  Coffeyville,  Alontgomery 
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coimty,  Kansas,  where  they  still  live,  the  father 
being  a successful  farmer.  Mr.  Dryclen  is  a son 
of  Marion  and  Isabel  (Archer)  Drv'den,  the  for- 
mer of  whom  was  born  and  reared  in  Missouri, 
and  the  mother  was  Ixjm  in  Tennessee  and  mar- 
ried in  Missouri. 

Reared  on  a farm,  and  educated  in  the  country- 
schools,  Mr.  Dryden  followed  the  pursuits  of 
farming  for  some  years  after  he  had  attained 
his  majority  and  embarked  on  an  independent 
career.  Leaving  Coffeyville  in  1896  he  cam.e 
to  Fort  W'orth  and  engaged  in  the  coal  and  wood 
business  as  a member  of  the  firm  of  Mugg  and 
Dryden.  This  firm  conducted  the  fuel  business 
in  Fort  Worth  on  a large  scale,  having  several 
yards  in  different  parts  of  the  city,  but  in  May, 
1905,  Mr.  Dryden  withdrew  from  the  partnership 
in  order  to  continue  the  same  line  independently 
in  North  Fort  Worth,  where  he  has  had  his  home 
since  1902.  To  this  prosperous  young  city  he  now 
confines  his  business  interests,  and,  with  a faith 
in  its  future  fully  justified  by  its  present  rapid 
growth,  owns  valuable  real  estate  interests  there. 
Public-spirited  as  a citizen,  he  has  been  chosen  to 
serve  as  secretary  of  the  North  Fort  Worth  school 
board,  and  is  promoting  the  educational  w-elfare 
of  his  city  in  propt^rtion  to  its  progress  in  other 
lines.  In  1905  funds  vvere  voted  for  the  erection 
of  a splendid  new  central  and  high  school,  and  its 
completion  will  give  the  tov.m  one  of  the  best  in- 
stitutions of  the  kind  in  this  portion  of  the  state. 

Mr.  Dryden  and  his  wife,  who  was  Miss  Grace 
Giknorc,  have  two  children,  Allison  and  Mary 
Belle.  Mr.  Dryden  affiliates  with  the  Masonic 
and  several  other  fraternities,  and  he  and  his 
wife  are  members  of  the  Methodist  church. 

OLIVER  P.  POE,  repre.senting  bu.siness  in- 
terests of  Denton  as  an  insurance  agent,  ha.s 
likewise  been  a co-operate  factor  in  public 
affairs  and  has  rendered  signal  sen-ice  to  the 
city  while  acting  as  may-or  and  as  a member 
of  the  city  council.  He  gave  tangible  support 
to  many  measures  for  the  general  good  during 
his  connection  with  the  offices  and  his  adminis- 
tration received  the  loj-al  .support  of  the  great 
majority  of  citizens,  who  recognized  his  worth 
and  public-spirited  devotion.  Mis  life  record  , 
began  in  Fay-ette  county-,  Alabama,  on  the  14th 
of  November,  1849,  his  parents  being  Thomas 
and  Mirium  R.  (Rey-nolds)  Poe.  The  father 
was  born  in  Alabama  and  removed  to  Saline 
county,  Arkansas,  in  the  '50s,  spending  his  re- 
maining day-s  there,  his  death  occurring  in  1861. 
His  wife,  who  was  also  a native  of  Alabama, 
continued  to  live  in  Saline  county  until  her 
death  in  1874. 


E)liv-er  P.  Poe  v\  as  a yxiuiig  lad  at  the  time  of 
the  reii'Kjva!  of  the  faniily-  to  .\rkan.sas  and 
maintained  liis  residence  in  Saline  county-  until 
1876,  when  he  came  to  Texas,  setlling  (,>n  a 
farm  in  Denton  county-,  where  he  <levoted  his 
attention  to  agricultural  jiursuits  for  five  years. 
( )n  the  expiration  of  that  period  he  took  up  his 
abode  in  the  city  of  Denton  and  gave  his  at- 
tention to  merchandising,  v\  hile  later  he  eni 
barketl  in  the  hotel  business.  Tn  1891  he  es- 
tablished his  fire  insurance  agency  and  to  the 
building  up  of  a clientage  has  .since  given  his 
attention.  He  represents  sixteen  of  the  leading 
fire  insurance  companies  of  the  country  and 
docs  the  principal  insurance  bu.sine-s  in  Denton 
and  the  county,  this  work  claiming  his  entire 
time  and  attention,  save  for  the  |mblic-spirited 
support  and  active  part  which  which  he  takes  in 
furthering  measures  for  the  general  welfare. 

i’Or  many-  years  ^Ir,  Poe  has  Ixen  prominently 
identified  with  civic  affairs  in  Demem.  He  was 
called  by-  his  fellow  townsmen  to  the  eiffice  of 
city  aldenrian,  and  while  a member  of  the 
council  as  a stanch  adv-ocate  of  free  public 
schools  he  aided  in  securing  tliV  establishment 
of  the  Central  Public  School.  In  .\pril.  1884, 
lie  was  elected  mayor,  in  which  office  he  re- 
mained for  four  years.  Again  he  vva.s  chosen 
to  that  position  in  1891  to  fill  eiut  the  nnexpired 
term  of  Judge  Carroll  and  at  the  next  regular 
election  was  once  more  chosen  by  pr.ipular  suf- 
frage. serving  until  1894.  Then  after  an  inter- 
val of  two  years  he  was  elected  in  1896  and  at 
each  biennial  election  was  the  pojiular  choice 
for  the  t'lfice  until  I(j04,  when  he  declined  to 
make  the  race  again.  No  other  incumbent  has 
been  .so  long  retained  at  the  head  of  the  city- 
government  as  has  Mr.  Poe.  and  he  gave  to  the 
city  a business  like  and  progressive  administra- 
tion, bringing  to  the  city’s  affairs  the  same 
proinjitness.  dispatch  and  accuracy  that  char- 
acterizes his  priv-ate  business  interests.  .Many 
of  the  beneficial  public  improvements  that  have 
made  Denton  a beautiful  home  city  were  in- 
augurated during  his  admiriislraticni,  including 
the  building  of  the  Xurth  Texas  State  Normal 
Schotd  in  l8c>i  at  a ost  of  thirty  thousand  dol- 
lars. It  was  also  VN  hile  he  was  mayor  that  ten 
acres  of  land  were  deeded  to  the  state  for  the 
liresem  building',  which  was  completed  in  1900. 

Air.  Poe  wa.s  united  in  marriage  to  Aliss  Liz- 
zie ()wens.  who  died  on  the  9th  of  April,  i8<)9, 
while  <,nl\  a few  vnotiths  previous  their  son. 
Richard  B.  Poe,  had  passed  away,  his  death 
occurrin.g  on  the  2ml  of  Jamiary  of  that  year. 
There  are  now  three  living  children:  Ross  E., 
Eva  C.  and  ffliser  P.  Poe.  Air.  Poe  is  a valued 
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nicnilier  of  Sf\ cral  frati-nial  i Tgaiiizations,  l)e- 
ing  ?.  Knighi  'J'cmplar,  a Knight  of  I’ythias,  an 
ITk  ami  an  Odd  r'cllow.  He  i.^.  ihoroughh'  in 
5.vm|>ath\  with  (he  benev  olcnt  .spirit  which  con- 
siituies  the  basic  element  of  all  the.se  organiza- 
tion'. and  he  is  liUewi.se  a faithful  intaiiber  o! 
tlie  flaptist  church. 

])k.  1..  l.EE  D\'E.  the  well  known  and  suc- 
cos.'tul  jihysician  and  druggist  at  I’lainview, 
Hale  comity,  aeheic  he  lias  been  established  al- 
most ihroughinit  the  historv  of  the  town,  was 
born  in  Russell  county.  \ irgfnia,  in  1S54.  His 
career  has  been  wrought  out  along  practical 
lines  C'f  cndcaror,  and  he  h:t>  gained  sncccs..'  bt- 
indn.striciu.s  ap[>lication  of  his  energies  and  tal- 
ents t.i  wli.aiet  cr  imdertaking  lie  has  had  in 
lu'uid.  He  ])osse.sscs  the  entire  confidence  of  the 
people  of  Hale  c-oun:y,  both  in  his  ])rofcssional 
and  business  capacity,  and  is  widely  and  favor- 
ably known  and  estoerned  thriitighoiit  his  section 
of  the  plains  ctmnlry  of  Tcxa.s. 

I)r.  l)ve  was  a .sun  of  W illiam  and  Nancy' 
(,‘^inith)  Dye,  his  father  a native  of  North 
Carolina,  and  his  mother,  v.  ho  is  now  deceased, 
a nati\  e of  A'irginia.  His  father  has  lived  in  the 
Old  Dominion  state  from  the  time  of  his  early 
bovhooci,  and  is  now  in  the  declining  vears  of  a 
long  atul  useful  career.  He  has  been  a suc- 
cessful farmer  ami  stockman  in  Rus.sell  county, 
anil  .still  resides  em  the  edd  hotiiesiead  there, 
ahhoitgh  retired  from  active  imrsuits,. 

Dr.  Dye  receit'cd  hi.s  primary  education  in 
the  schools  of  Ru-scll  comity,  an-1  is  an  alum- 
nus of  the  State  College  of  Virginia  at  Blacks- 
burg. from  vehidi  institution  be  was  graduated 
in  iSro.  Ill  the  meaniiine  he  had  been  studyitig 
medicim  under  pri\ ate  preccj>tors.  and  .after 
lia^sim’'  the  cxaminatio’iis  entitling  him  to  a eer 
tifirate  lie  engaged  in  jiractice  in  his  native 
conntv  for  about  two  years,  'Fhen  for  two  y'ears 
he  practiced  at  Fall-  Br.'mch.  Tcnne.ssec,  in 
whidi  -late  he  al.-'-  obt.ained  a certificate.  He 
then  took  the  regular  ccnirse  in  the  medical 
departtuciU.  <^4  the  li^nieersily  of  Tennessee  al 
.Vasliviile,  f'.oiii  which  he  was  grad'uated  in 
J'ehnnm-.  i8(p.  In  the  fall  of  the  same  year 
he  came  to  hi.s  present  la  mU'  at  1 ‘lainvicw.  and 
has  lived  liere  aiitl  enjoyed  an  extensive  and 
lirofinible  praetfee  ever  since.  In  this  plains 
cormti'y  medical  practice  oftcti  takes  a doctor 
on  long  iournc}-,  ami  the  practice  of  the  jiro- 
fesston  is  imleed  arduous,  inil  the  conscientious 
physicitm  i.-  thereby  ibc  more  of  a public  bene- 
factor and  an  inlluencc  for  good  in  the  world. 
( )n  cotning  tvj  Plaim  ii-w  Dr.  F)ye  bought  a 
drug  store,  and  this  he,  ivith  his  son,  still  con- 


ducts, the  tinn  being  Dr.  E.  Lee  Dy'c  & Son. 
Their  business  is  very  large  ami  prosperous, 
and  they  maintain  a branch  establishment  at 
Hale  Center.  Dr.  D\'e  has  a very  pretty^  home 
It)  Piainview,  w ith  a nice  garden  and  abundance 
of  shade  and  fruit  trees,  and  he  also  owns  a. 
ranch  in  the  county,  where  he  raises  some  fine 
cattle  and  horses. 

I'lr.  Dye  is  a niemher  of  the  Ilale-Swisher- 
i^ubbock-Floyd  Counties  YIedical  .As.sociation, 
and  also  of  the  Texas  Slate  Ylcdical  Society^ 
moniber  of  the  .Aitie.rictin  Medical  Association; 
lircsidenl  of  the  Board  of  Health  of  Hale 
coutiiy,  Texas.  He  is  ahso  one  of  the  directors 
of  the  First  Natiotial  Bank  of  Blainview.  He 
is  a member  of  the  Alethodist  church,  and  has 
fraivrtial  ;ifti!iati<>ns  with  the  Knights  of  Pyth- 
ias, the  -Masons  and  the  Eastern  .Star.  He  was 
married  at  Falls  Branch,  Tennessee,  to  Yliss 
Ylary  X'inccn.  and  they  have  two  childreti, 
Ev  ereit  Lee  and  Belle. 

Dr.  FACreil  I.ee  Dy'c,  Ph.  G.,  YI.  I).,  graduate 
of  the  l.latio  Estacado  Itistitute,  Plaittview, 
Te.xas:  graduate  c>f  St.  Louis  College  of  Phar- 
macy, class  of  if)rio;  graduate  of  Fort  W'orth 
-Medical  College,  das-  of  1004;  member  of 
Board  of  Phannacy  sixty-fourth  judicial  dis- 
trict of  'Fexas  ; member  of  1 lalc-.Swisher-I.ub- 
bock- b loy-.l  t'liuuics  Yledical  Society;  also- 
mciiiber  .\nu-rican  Yledical  Association;  is  now' 
associated  with  1 >r.  Flames,  of  'Fnlia,  in  the 
drug  inisiness  and  in  the  active  practice  of 
medicine  mid  snrgeryt  He  was  recently  mar- 
ried to  Yliss  Minnie  Druiohoo,  of  Canyon  Cityg 
ib.e  y finiigest  daitgluer  of  Ytr.  J.  N.  Tdonolioo. 
'j'hey  iK.iv.  li'ce  at  Fulia.  '.Fexas. 

Belle,  llie  only  danghier  of  1^.  Lee  Dye.  is 
a graduate  r.f  l^lano  E.stacado  lu.stitute.  Blaiii- 
t iew,  'Texas,  alieiided  school  at  Nashville.  Ten- 
nessee. and  l\idd-Ke\  tl'ollege.  Sherman,  Texa.s. 
She  married  Ylr.  Robert  Tudor,  in  F’lairivicw, 
')  exas.  and  they  now  have  a baby  girl,  Roberta 
Let  . and  lit  e at  i’lainvicw. 

KFILSCN  KECK,  a pioneer  settler  on  Farm- 
er's. Creek  and  a prominent  fanner  of  Mon- 
tague comity,  Texas,  is  a native  of  the  ‘‘Floosler 
Slate.’’ 

Mr.  Keck  wa.s  born  in  Davis  county',  Indiana, 
December  16,  1842;  son  of  Philip  and  Orpha 
fCooch)  Keck,  the  former  a native  of  Ten- 
nes.see,  the  latter  of  Indiana.  I’hilip  Keck  was  a 
sou  of  a Tennessee  fanner.  YY'heii  a y-outh  of 
eighteen  he  went  north  to  Indiana,  where  he 
sulisequently  married  and  settled  on  a farm, 
and  W'herc  he  carried  on  agricultural  pursuits 
for  many  y'cars.  During  the  day's  of  “general 
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muster"  he  wa.s  captain  of  a company.  Eater  in 
life  he  rented  his  farm  and  engaged  in  mer- 
chandising at  Teck  Church,  and  was  thus  oc- 
cupied tip  to  the  time  of  his  death.  1‘olitically 
he  was  first  a Wdiig  and  afterward  a Rejnihli- 
can.  While  he  filled  several  local  i>o.sitions 
such  as  township  trustee,  etc.,  he  never  aspired 
to  public  or  official  life.  He  was  a consistent 
member  <>f  the  Christian  church,  as  also  was  his 
wife  and  hotli  were  highly  esteemed  by  all 
who  knew  them.  Stnne  y ear.s  after  his  death 
she  liecamc  the  wife  c<f  .^lornis,  a fanner. 
She  died  in  tS()5.  'I'he  children  of  her  first  mar- 
riage are:  Alford  of  Kansas.  John  and  Christian 
of  Oklahoma,  Xel.soii.  W ikson  of  Oklalioma. 
and  .\manda.  Mary  A.  and  Lurinda,  Ry^  her 
second  marriage  there  arc  two  children;  .Alice 
and  Laura. 

Xelson  Keck  was  reared  to  honest  toil  on  the 
farm  and  had  only  limited  cslucational  ad\  an- 
tages.  In  August,  1862.  he  enli.sted  in  Company 
C,  Xinety-fir.st  Indiana  \ ohmteer  Infantry, 
under  Colonel  Joint  .Marion,  and  was  assigned 
to  the  .Army  of  the  Cumberland  for  three  years, 
or  during  the  wai',  and  he  remained  in  the  ser- 
vice until  the  war  was  over.  While  he  was  a 
participant  in  many'  hotly  contested  fight-  atid 
endured  many  hardships  incident  to  army  life, 
he  was  nc\cr  wnmided  or  capilured.  ,\t  the 
time  of  General  Lee's  sun'cnder  Air.  Keck  was 
at  Raleigh,  Xorth  Carolina,  and  July  3.  i8<’5,  he 
received  an  honorable  discharge  at  Indianapo- 
lis, after  which  he  returned  home.  In  186-  he 
married  and  ^.ettlcd  on  a farm.  In  1870  he  made 
a pro.specting  trip  to  some  of  the  western 
Country  and  to  X^orthern  Texas,  and  so  well 
plca.scd  wa.s  he  with  tlie  latter  place  that  the 
following  year  he  returned  and  has  since  made 
it  his  home.  He  .settled  on  school  land,  in  true 
pioneer  styde  begun  the  making  of  a farm,  and 
here  he  lias  since  lived  and  labored,  today 
being  in  the  cnjoynicnt  of  a competency  as  the 
re.sult  of  his  years  of  toil.  AAdicn  the  land  was 
placed  on  the  market  in  iS8(>  be  irought  four 
hundred  and  forty  acres,  chiefly  timber  latid. 
P'or  .some  time  after  his  settlement  here  the 
Indians  were  hostile,  making  fre<]nent  raids 
through  the  coiintiy,  stealing  stock,  but  they 
never  molestetl  his  property.  .As  the  Indians 
stole  the  horses,  the  early  settlers  were  com- 
pelled to  do  their  farming  with  ox  teams  and 
.some  of  their  mills  v\erc  run  Ity  oxen.  Air. 
Keck  had  his  milling  done  at  Mary-villc, 
twenty-five  miles  away',  and  Sherman  and  Deni- 
son, seventy'  miles  di.stant,  were  his  market 
places.  There  was  a variety  and  abundance 
of  game  here  then,  including  deer  and  turkey's, 


anil  the  triiinior  life  had  it-  pleasure^  a-  well 
as  its  hardship.-.  W bile  his  farming  i.s  now 
diversified,  Air.  Keck  make-  a specialty  of 
Cfini  and  cotton,  ;ind  at  jirc'scnt  is  cxpcriniem- 
iiig  with  alfalfa. 

i’.oth  Air.  Keck  and  hi-  wife  are  worthy  mem- 
ber- of  the  ( hristi.an  clnirch.  Politically  he  i.- 
a Republican. 

Air.  Keck  married,  in  1807,  Mi-s  Catlierine 
WiMidrulT.  a native  j.-f  Da\ i-  county  , Indiana, 
faint  June  30.  184(1,  daughter  cif  !■  >hn  anrl  .Anna 
t I loll ) W oodrull.  Idle  ’\\  oodnilt  ftmtily  went 
fnun  .North  Carolina  to  Indiana  at  an  early  day 
and  were  among  the  pioneer,-  of  D.ivis  couiity'. 
John  AVoodruft,  a prominent  and  highly  re- 
-jtecled  farmer  of  Ilavis  county,  i-  still  living. 
ha\  ing  reached  a ripe  old  age.  His  children  tire  : 
Alt',-.  Susan  Alathews,  Airs.  Catherine  Keck, 
.Sarah  J„  Mrs.  Candiss  Herrington  and  He.-ter. 
Mr.  and  Alr.s.  Keck  have  ten  children,  nanuly; 
-Newton,  the  eldest,  a native  of  Imliana,  the 
other.';  having  been  born  in  d'exas;  Lilliurn  and 
(Jloway.  farmers  in  Texas:  Elf.en,  of  Okla- 
hriina;  John  W.,  of  Inditin  Territory;  Viola, 
wife  of  C.  Han.son  ; Airs.  Pearly  Ixeinp  ; Be-sie 
and  Keely  . ;it  home;  and  .Arinetta,  who  died  in 
-August,  11404,  at  the  age  of  eleven  years, 

J AAIES  P.  AVILLI.AAIS.  The  narration,  in 
l.ifiet,  of  the  career  nf  the  gentlcnian  whuse 
name  introduces  this  review,  reveals  him  to 
have  been,  during  his  connection  with  Texa.s.  a 
modest  ftirce  in  lier  internal  dexelopmeut  and 
sincere  and  loyal  in  his  devotion  to  licr  welfare. 
\\  bile  ( lav  countv  has  ktiov.  n him  a-  a re-ident 
only  since  torn  the  state  has  claimcl  him  for 
inrire  than  a thifi.i  of  a century,  for  he  w as  just 
lieyond  the  age  limit  w hen  he  settled  in  Denton 
county  in  1873. 

I'ebruary  10,  1S4O.  James  P.  AA'illitinis  was 
born  in  Johnson  conntv,  Ali-souri.  ami  les  hoy- 
Iiood  and  youth  were  passed  ten  miles  nonlt- 
we-t  of  Holden,  tlie  comily  -eat  of  his  county. 
His  father  was  Jesse  W illiain.-  who  settled  in 
that  County  among  the  early  ones  and  wlio,  a- 
a carpenter,  was  connected  prominently  with 
the  actual  Imil  ling  improvernem  of  the  county. 
He  entered  and  improved  his  farm  where  he 
jia.s.sedthe  remainder  of  his  life  and  died  August 
•3-  *847.  I he  latter  - hirthfikiee  w as  Cirayson 
county,  A'irginia,  and  hi-  natal  year  1811.  lie 
accunutlateil  some  property  and  was  ci.)nsidercd 
a successful  man.  His  wife  whom  he  married 
in  Alis.souri  was  Anne,  a daughter  of  Ehenezer 
and  Ruth  Lundy,  and  .she  still  li^'es  at  the  cild 
homestead  at  the  age  of  eighty-seven. 
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There  were  nine  children  in  the  family  of 
which  J.  P.  \\  illianis  is  a member,  as  follows: 
Susan,  who  died  in  Johnson  county,  married 
William  C.  ftlarlin  : James  P. ; Joshua  AL,  at 
tiie  old  Missouri  home;  Martha,  wife  of  George 
Wakeman,  of  La  Fayette  count}',  Mi.-.soiiri: 
■Amanda,  wife  of  D.  T.  Boisscau,  of  Holdert, 
Alissouri  ; Henry,  of  C'dessa,  and  Ch  rus,  his 
twin  brother,  at  the  Johnson  county  home; 
George,  of  Ode'ssa  and  Eliza,  who  passed  away 
m childhood. 

James  J’.  Williams  came  to  maturity  with 
little  more  than  the  ruiliments  of  an  education, 
his  advantages  in  this  line  being  confined  en- 
tirely to  the  rural  schools.  His  life  as  a vouth 
had  to  do  exclusively  with  the  farm  and  when 
he  came  of  age  he  made  no  change  in  his  sur- 
roundings. He  made  two  crops  in  Missouri 
after  attaining  his  majority  and  then  turned  his 
footsteps  toward  the  south. 

He  joined  a few  neighbors  for  the  trip  to 
Texa«,  came  overland  and  crossed  Red  river 
at  Colbert’s  ferry  and  ended  their  journe}'  in 
Demon  county  where  Mr.  W illiams  hired  to 
a farmer  at  eighteen  dollars  a month  and  hoard 
and  “keep’’  for  his  horse.  Later  on  wages 
dropped  to  fifteen  dollars,  but  he  saved  money 
anyhow  and  this  he  invested  in  } earliiigs.  His 
employer.  J.  R.  .Sullivan,  allowed  him  pasture 
for  his  little  bunch  of  cattle  and  when  he  left 
the  latter,  after  six  years,  he  had  some  one 
hurnlred  head  of  caitle.  These  he  sold  for  two 
thousand  eight  humlrod  and  fifty  dollars  and 
the  imoceeds  he  rc-in\  ested  in  both  stock  ami 
laud  in  Jack  county,  and  he  devoted  himself  to 
Ihe  catUe  imlu-'try  purcl}-  and  cm  his  own  ac- 
count. il<  ]iro--pered  in  his  investment  and  in 
1809  di.epo.sed  of  his  cattle  and  his  land,  near 
Antelojie.  and  then  piircha.sed  and  stocked  a 
ram  h of  one  thousand  and  thirtv-niiie  acres  on 
I luck  creek  in  ('lay  county.  He  maintains  his 
family  in  Henrietta  where  educational  facilities 
arc  .sup<'rb  and  his  farming  and  his  stock  claim 
his  time  as  their  own. 

Xovember  ig.  l8c>o,  Mr.  Williams  married,  at 
.Antelope,  Texas,  Ellen,  widow  of  John  Carter, 
and  drtughtcr  of  Josiah  and  Sarah  (Wagner) 
Harrell.  The  Harrells  came  from  A\'ashington 
county,  .\rkansas,  to  I'cxas  and  their  first 
settlement  was  made  in  I.amar  count}'.  They 
afterwanl  removed  to  Jack  count} , whcjc  Mr. 
ILtrrcll  died,  near  Antelope,  in  1884.  at  si.xty- 
iwo  years  >>f  age.  His  widow,  who  was  a Mrs. 
Curry.  \\  h<  n ^he  married  him,  vet  lives  among 
her  children  near  .Antelope.  Her  first  child 
was  John  Cnrr}',  wf  JohiiNon  county,  Texas; 
Jane  ll.arrcll  was  her  second  child  and  she  was 


twice  married,  first  to  John  Cothran  and  second 
to  Monroe  Shipman,  and  .she  died  in  Lamar 
county,  Tcxa.s,  in  1897;  -Mliert  Harrell  resides 
ill  Jack  county;  Joel  died  in  Lamar  county, 
leaving  a child;  William  resides  in  Memphis, 
Texas;  Elajah.  of  Chickaslia,  Indian  Territory; 
Airs.  W illiams,  born  March  17,  1857;  and 
Robert  Lee,  died  in  Greer  county,  Oklahoma, 
lea\  ing  a family.  Airs.  Williams’  first  family 
consists  of  children:  Nora,  wife  of  Paul  Chris- 
tian, of  Antelope,  Texas,  with  issue,  Pauline 
and  Harold;  Chloc.  married  Harry  WModward, 
of  Jack  county,  and  has  a child,  Eva;  Jennie 
and  W’allace,  the  two  latter  still  with  their 
mother.  Air.  and  Airs.  Williams’  family  are: 
Grace,  born  March  12,  1893;  James  C.,  born 
Alay  16,  1897,  and  Henry  W.,  born  November 
10,  1899.  Air.  WYlliams  claims  affiliation  with 
the  Republican  jtariy. 

COLONEL  ENNIS  A\'AKD  TAYLOR  was 
born  at  Greenville.  Alabama,  September  15, 
1839,  and  in  1846  emigrated  with  his  parents. 
Dr.  AL  B.  K.  and  Sarah  Elizabeth  (AIcDaniel) 
Taylor,  to  Te.xas,  settlement  being  made  at 
Jefferson,  in  the  eastern  part  of  the  state,  and 
his  youth  was  spent  in  agricultural  pursuits, 
plowing,  hoeing  and  picking  cotton.  He  at- 
tended school  three  months.  Entering  the  em- 
])loy  of  J.  C.  Pre.->tt>n  & Comjtany,  druggists  at 
Jc-ffer.son.  in  Janiiar}',  1855,  he  studied  the  U. 
S.  Disfiensalor}  comj>lctel}'  and  a year  and  a 
half  from  that  time  was  placed  in  charge  of  a 
new  tlnig  .store  being  instituted  by  Dr.  R.  WA 
Av’alker,  remaining  in  his  eni|doy  about  two 
years.  He  then  started  in  business  for  himself 
with  Dr.  H.  W’itherspoon,  under  the  firm  name 
of  Taylor  and  W'ithersjtoon,  beginning  with  a 
cash  capital  of  seven  hundred  and  fifty^  dollars, 
and  the  first  year  in  business,  t<S(x>,  young  Tay- 
lc>r  earned  six  thousand  dollars,  which  he  invest- 
ed in  Confederate  property.  In  t86i  he  sold  his 
drug  Inisiness  and  eiilistefl  in  the  Army  of  the 
Confederate  States.  Compaii}'  .\.  Nineteenth 
Te.xas  Infantr}',  being  elected  major  upon  its 
organization,  and  in  a few  months  succeeded 
Colonel  R.  H.  Graham,  resigned,  as  lieutenant 
colonel  of  the  regiment.  After  the  Iiattle  of 
Jenkins'  F'err} , Arkansas.  Colonel  Richard 
A\’aterhoiise  was  made  brigadier  general,  and 
Air.  Ta}  lor  w as  ibcn  promoted  to  the  colonelcy 
of  the  regiment. 

Colonel  Taylor’s  service  in  the  Confederacy 
was  in  the  Trans- Alississippi  department,  par- 
ticipating in  the  battles  of  Alilliken’s  Rend. 
Afansfichl,  Jenkins’  I'erry  and  many  minor  en- 
gagements. His  regiment  was  on  the  mentor- 
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able  retreat  from  Simsport  on  the  Atchafalaya 
Bayou,  and  finally,  1>3'  junction  with  Green’s 
Cavalry  which  had  been  marching  from  Texas. 
Colonel  Ta3dor’s  regiment  joined  General  Dick 
Ta3dor’s  command  at  Mansfield,  where  the 
great  battle  was  fought.  Bank’s  arnyv  was 
routed,  and  seven  miles  of  wagons,  cais.sons, 
cannon,  hospital  stores,  baggrige  wagons  and 
all  of  the  necessary  outfit  of  an  anri3'  became  the 
property  of  the  successful  Confederate  forces 
under  General  Tfick  d'ardor.  After  the  battle 
at  Pleasant  Hill,  which  was  fought  on  the 
da3'^  following  that  of  Mansfield,  y\pril  9,  1864, 
the  regiment  witli  Walker’s  entire  division  was 
ordered  to  Arkansas  to  meet  General  Steele, 
and  the  battle  of  Jenkins’  Ferry  was  fought 
on  the  30th  of  April,  1864.  It  ma\-  be  said  that 
this  was  a drawn  battle,  as  both  armies  pulled 
off  and  rested.  The  day  before  the  Confederates 
entered  Camden  General  Price  ordered  his  regi- 
ment  to  cross  the  Ouachita  river  several  miles 
below  that  city  and  get  in  between  Camden  and 
Pine  Bluff  to  cut  off  their  retreat.  Colonel  Tac  - 
lor  being  in  command  of  this  expedition.  Be- 
fore he  had  gone  many'  miles,  how'ever,  he  was 
overtaken  and  directed  to  march  his  command 
to  the  town  of  Camden,  it  having  been  learned 
that  Steele  had  evacuated  that  place  the  night 
revious.  He  was  detailed  by'  General  Kirby 
mith  to  take  command  of  the  post  at  Camden, 
upon  which  he  sought  General  Smith  and  asked 
to  be  relieved  of  that  order,  stating  that  he 
came  to  the  front  to  fight  the  battles  of  his 
country^  not  to  command  posts,  and  through 
the  earnest  solicitation  of  himself  Colonel 
Waterhouse,  Brigadier  General  Scurry  and  the 
division  commander,  General  Walker,  he  was 
finally'  relieved  and  allowed  to  go  to  the  front. 
Ilis  command  was  detailed  on  the  morning  of 
April  30th  to  extend  the  .skirmish  line  south  of 
the  advancing  forces  to  the  Saline  river,  and  in 
fact  brought  on  the  battle  in  that  part  of  the 
field.  His  command  w'as  then  ordered  back  to 
Texas,  and  when  Hempstead,  in  this  state,  was 
reached  the  war  had  come  to  a close.  He 
marched  his  regiment  across  the  country, 
keeping  out  guards  and  maintaining  military 
discipline,  disbanding  each  company  as  it  came 
nearest  its  home,  giving  them  all  their  company 
supplies,  transportation  and  everything  belong- 
ing to  them.  Marching  on  until  within  four 
miles  of  Jefferson,  his  home,  the  remaining 
part  of  the  regiment  camped  there  that  night 
and  in  the  morning  marched  into  tcjwn.  Here 
Colonel  Taylor  said  to  them: 

“The  war  is  now  over ; you  orve  no  further 
allegiance  to  the  Confederacy'.  You  have  been 
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true  and  bra\  e s-  ddiers,  now  take  the  )>el.  >ug- 
ings  of  each  company  and  divide  them  among 
your.sch  es.  t ,0  to  your  homes  and  make  true 
and  dex'oted  ciiizen>,  as  you  ha\e  been  sohlier.s 
()f  your  country,  tio  to  the  (■onimis:sary'  de- 
partment and  carry  home  with  you  a,-,  many 
supplies  as  you  can  get  away  with,  there  being 
iluite  a large  (|uantity  in  that  department  at 
Jefferson  at  this  time.”  The  lioys  ilid  go  home, 
and  have  remained  faithful  to  the  stars  and 
stripes,  while  today  they  and  their  descendant.^ 
are  devoted  lovers  of  their  country,  ever  ready 
to  fight  for  their  flag  as  \ aliantly  a.s  did  those 
who  fought  to  conquer  the  south.  They'  w ith 
others  W'ent  home  in  May,  i8<i5,  and  fortnnatelv 
it  was  in  the  spring  of  the  year,  for  they'  found 
the  fences  all  gone,  houses  dilapidated,  families 
scattered  here  and  there,  but  all  went  to  work, 
and  in  the  following  fall  brought  to  Jefferson 
eighty  thoii.saml  bales  of  cotton,  wliich  sold  for 
froin  thirty  to  fifty  cents  a pound.  Thus  tlieir 
dissipated  fortunes  became  greatly'  rociiperaied. 

After  the  clo.se  of  the  war  Colonel  Taylor 
engaged  in  the  drug  business  at  Jeffer.'.on, 
which  proved  very  profitable,  enabling  him  to 
become  interested  in  banks,  farms,  etc.,  ami 
almost  all  enterprises  brought  money  to  his 
coffers.  He  was  one  of  tlie  prime  imoers  in 
the  construction  and  iHcaiue  vice-pre-,ideiu  of 
the  East  Line  &;  Red  River  Railroad,  the  build- 
ing of  which  was  begun  at  Jefferson  in  i88ti.  the 
late  lamented  Colonel  W.  IM.  Harrison,  a true 
and  tried  friend,  being  the  jiresident  of  the  c un- 
pany.  They  succeeded  in  Imilding  twenty  miles 
of  track,  for  which  they  received  from  the  state 
certificates  for  three  hundred  and  tvv  ejtty  acres 
of  state  land.  They  needed  money,  however, 
and  getting  together  went  to  .St.  I.oiii.s  and 
procured  tiiirtv-two  thous;uid  dollars  i\>r  those 
certificales.  which  enabled  them  to  construct 
the  road  on  and  on  until  it  reached  .Sulphur 
Springs,  cov  cring  a distance  of  eighty  miles.  It 
was  then  sold  to  Jay  Gould  and  became  a part 
of  the  Alissonri,  Kansas  & Texas  Railroad.  In 
four  v'ears,  on  an  investment  of  thirty  tlKui.sand 
dollars,  they  received  one  hundred  and  fifty- 
three  thousanil  dollars,  a rather  large  amount 
for  amateurs  in  the  railroad  trade. 

Colonel  Taylor’.s  next  project  vva.s  the  con- 
struction of  a railroad  from  Seligiiian,  Mi.ssouri, 
to  Eureka  Springs,  Arkansas,  in  which  he  was 
associated  with  Colonel  Richard  C.  Kerens. 
Governor  Powell  Clayton,  ^Morgan  Jones, 
Stephen  B.  Elkins  and  the  late  lamented  Logan 
H.  Roots,  of  .\rkansas.  They  succeeded  in 
building  this  short  road,  and  then  began  the 
development  of  Eureka  Springs.  The  earnings 
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of  the  road  for  ei^hteon  niontlis  were  set  aside 
tor  the  benefit  of  it.^  <lcvel<)])nient,  for  vvliich 
u as  ortjanized  tlie  Eureka  J niproveiiieiU  C'oni- 
(laiiy,  ihc'v  huildin;T  the  inaiyiiifi'.'cnt  and  patace- 
like t.  re-'Ceni  Hotel  <>i  Fittreka  Sprinjys,  a “thiiitr 
of  lieanty  and  ;i  i<)v  foret  cr.’’  The  pure  ;itid 
unaiJitlterated  waters  rtf  these  spiin<rs  ('olonel 
'Ihitl.'r  a-siires  us  i->  a panacea  for  all  ills  of 
mank'nd.  as  it  cure.s  all  blood  disv'ases,  even 
eratlictues  the  cancer,  anil  makes  the  bbKid  as 
jntre  as  lh:it  of  an  infant.  His  ticxt  (iitcrprise 
was  in  the  coii-truction  ami  ni.'iintenance  of  the 
W ichita  \'alU'}'  Railroad.  e-\tendint;'  front 
W ichita  Falls,  Te.\as,  to  .Sevinotir.  He  was 
vict- president  of  this  coinjtanv,  associ.atcd  with 
Morpoiii  Jones.  < jcnera!  ti.  IM.  Dodge  and  the 
late  lauieuieil  W alters  of  Raltimore.  'I'he  road 

a.s  duly  consintcted.  and  is  toda_\  in  .i  fine  con- 
ditirm.  with  a good  earning  cajtacity.  It  rtiits 
througii  the  rine--t  whetit  cotnitrv  in  the  world, 
rwrty  acre  of  which  in  ordinary  sr’asons  will 
dotthle  its  \riluc  in  <Ioilars  and  cents  tvitli 
tsin'fs!  an\  kind  c<f  a croji  jiianted.  He  feels 
jiistlv  proud  of  the  W'ichita  \ alley  Railroad 
tmd  its  success. 

( < 'lonei  l'a\ b ir  estaldished  liis  home  in  Fort 
W orth  in  iSSS.  and  has  ever  since  lira-d  in  this 
city,  closely  iii<.-ntitie<l  with  all  its  varied  inter- 
esi-.  of  w hit  h he  has  heen  a generous  sintitorLer, 
Itoih  in  money  and  iiillt.iencc.  He  retired  from 
the  hanking  hiistness  in  iSoi,  since  which  time 
he  ha.--  lived  iit  retirement,  although  he  is  now 
pr<*si;lent  of  the  I'nitci  IRiKwolent  As^ocia- 
tion.  a fraternal  order  organi/.eil  at  lon't  W firth 
• ltd  chartered  hy  the  .state  of  Te\a-,  <m  the  pth 
"I  .\< ''.'endier,  1S05,  it  havtug  sime  jiaid  to  its 
henefiriaries.  the  rvidows  and  or|dians,  two 
hundred  ami  firtv  tliotisaiid  dollars.  This  i.s  an 
as.se.sMnent  order,  based  ini  the  Fraternal  t on- 
gress.  tahh.  of  rati  s.  It  is  self-snstiiiiiing.  and  in 
(his  institution  a iiiaii  or  woman  )i ays  in.'-t  what 
if  Costs  to  carry  their  insniance.  as  the  associa- 
tion jii'efcrs  to  hat'e  the  reserw  in  the  )H>ckcts 
of  its  <ievcitcd  membership.  It  is  on  a solid 
basis  fitianciallw  pacing  its  lieneficitiries  \er_v 
promptly  iijicii;  proof  of  death.  He  has  always 
titken  a dee).)  intere.'t  in  ]i.  illties.  but  not  as  a 
seeker  after  public  prcfermcnl.  He  was  elected 
mayor  of  jclTerscin  • w c r the  celebratial  .Malloy, 
sii-cr  which  time  lie  lias  not  chosen  to  hccomc 
acandidatefor  any  public  olTicc.  lie  is  a member 
01  tiic  Ihi.ird  (if  Fiiuahfation  in  I'ort  W’ortli, 
Commander  oi  R.  E.  Lee  Camp,  T*.  C.  V^.,  also 
lieutenant  colont  l on  the  staff  tif  IM.ijor  rjcneral 
\ an  Zamlt.  stale  department  I’.  (’.  \k  lie 
hectiitie  a churdi  number  when  twelve  year.s 
of  age.  ami  is  now  identified  with  tlie  First 


Meihodi.st  Episcopal  church,  South,  of  Fort 
Wftrth.  Me  has  passed  through  all  the  degrees 
of  -Masonry  to  and  inclufling  the  Knight  Temp- 
lar. and  is  a Shriner. 

Colonel  Taylor  was  married  at  Jefferson, 
Texas,  February  i.  i85<>.  to  Miss  Fannie  Fisher, 
ami  to  them  have  been  horn  three  children,  but 
the  two  elde.st,  a son  and  daughter,  died  in  their 
infancy,  the  only  surciving  lieir  being  Mrs. 
Louise  Taylor  Coimery.  'I'his  daughter  was 
educated  in  Ho.ston  at  the  Refer  .Sillia  .\cademy 
rif  Music,  and  while  there  became  a devoted 
member  of  Fiishop  Brooks’  Trinity  church.  It 
w as  also  in  that  city  that  she  met  her  husltand, 
C.  M'.  Connery,  a native  of  Boston,  but  now  a 
merchant  of  Fort  M’orth. 

M’lU.I.MM  SMOW’N.  The  executive  head 
of  the  Jack.^Kiro  National  Bank,  mentioned  as 
the  subject  of  this  article,  has  within  the  jia.st 
score  of  years  attained  a wide  prominence  over 
Jack  and  Wise  counties  in  the  grazing  industry 
and  as  a bu.'^iness  man  and  a citizen  has  won  a 
■■trong  hold  upon  the  confidence  and  affections  of 
their  citizenship.  A gentleman  yet  little  past 
middle  life,  a creature  largely  of  his  own  forming 
and  the  rough  hewer  and  shaper  of  his  own  des- 
tiny. the  efficiency  of  his  work  is  apparent  in  the 
achievement  of  a .safe,  emservative,  progressive 
and  sticce.ssfut  man. 

The  years  187c).  1882.  and  i8q8  represent  the 
advent  of  Mr.  Shown  to  Parker,  Wise  and  Jack 
countie.s  re.spectively  and  in  the  first  he  reached 
mature  tears  and  began  life,  in  the  second  he 
achieved  his  greatest  success  and  in  the  last  he 
has  established  a stable  and  permanent  citizen- 
ship and  formed  business  and  sodal  ties  which 
bind  him  to  the  municipality  for  years  to  come. 

native  of  Dallas  county,  Missouri,  he  passed 
his  boyhcxid  in  a sort  of  migratory  movement 
over  central  Texas,  in  Burleson.  Limestone  and 
perhaps  otlier  counties,  as  his  father  happened  to 
pause,  finally  reaching  Parker  county  and  com- 
pleting his  youth  in  the  northeast  corner  of  the 
county  on  the  parental  estate.  While  thus  ram- 
bling about  he  picked  up  .some  knowdedge  of 
bociks.  and  those  elementary  principles,  with  the 
practice  of  later  years  in  busine.ss  affairs,  ground- 
ed him  in  the  fun'’a’'>er'*,:il  principles  of  an  educa- 
tion. 

At  ttventy  .vears  of  age  he  began  the  shaping  of 
his  independent  course,  in  company  with  a voung 
and  indu.strious  wife  and  with  the  good  will  of 
his  associates.  Without  means,  he  contracted 
for  land  and  primitively  undertook  its  cultivation 
and  improvement.  He  was  schooled  in  the  cow 
business  in  bovhootl  and,  with  the  lapse  of  time 
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and  the  slow  accumulation  of  wealth  he  found 
himself  acquiring  a hold  on  the  business  he  felt 
most  friendly  to  and  in  which  his  chief  success 
has  been  achieved.  When  he  located  in  \Vise 
county  he  took  a small  bunch  of  cattle  with  him 
from  Parker,  bought  lands  there  and  carried  on 
stock-farming  for  a few  years.  He  early  fonned 
a partnership  with  Stewart  Castleberry,  another 
young  man  of  integrity  and  promise,  and  the  two, 
as  Shown  and  Castleberry,  have  retained  a happy 
and  prosperou.s  bu.siness  relation  ever  .since.  Ilis 
first  brand  of  “Shon”  and  his  subsequent  one 
of  “H,”  have  identified  the  thousands  of  animals 
which  have  passed  through  his  hands  and  his 
two  thousand  acre  pasture  in  Jack  county  and  the 
Hunt  Creek  ranch  of  twenty-four  hundred  acres 
in  Wise  speaks  pointedly  of  the  substantial  suc- 
cess which  has  accompanied  his  efforts  since 
twenty  years  ago. 

In  the  above-named  Missouri  county  William 
A.  Shown  was  born  October  27,  1854,  and  in 
1865,  Joseph  L.  Shown,  his  father,  brought  the 
family  to  Texas  and  first  located  in  Rurleson 
county.  The  father  w'as  born  in  Johnson  county, 
Tennessee,  in  1822,  and  moved  out  to  jMissouri. 
He  W'as  ever  a farmer,  and  died  upon  his  Parker 
county  farm  in  1875.  served  a year  in  the 
Conf^erate  army  during  the  rebellion,  as  a citi- 
zen was  quiet  and  unambitious  beyond  succes.s 
in  his  favorite  vocation,  w'as  a Democrat  and  of 
the  Missionary  Baptist  faith  in  rcligicm.  John 
Showm,  his  fadier,  died  on  the  old  homestead 
in  the  state  of  Tennessee  about  1880.  His  fore- 
fathers were  German  and  among  his  children 
w'erc  sons,  Samuel,  Peter,  Baker  and  Joseph  L. 
The  two  former  passed  their  lives  in  Tennessee 
and  the  two  latter  died  in  Parker  county,  Texas. 

Joseph  L.  Shown  married  Barbara  Howard, 
who  was  a daughter  of  a Tennessee  farmer  and 
still  survives.  The  children  of  this  union  are: 
Susan,  wife  of  John  B.  Dotson,  of  Wi.se  county ; 
John  and  James,  who  w'ere  killed  in  the  Confed- 
erate army;  Hulda,  who  died  in  Parker  county 
as  the  w'ife  of  John  Pierce,  leaving  a family ; 
Nancy,  who  passed  away  in  Limestone  county, 
was  the  wife  of  James  Parsons  and  left  no  issue ; 
Cornelia  married  J.  V.  Bounds,  of  Freestone 
county,  Texas;  William  A.,  of  this  notice;  and 
Joseph  L.,  of  Jack  county,  w'ith  whom  the  mother 
makes  her  home. 

February  25,  1875,  William  A.  Shown  mar- 
ried Mary  M.  Ratton,  a daughter  of  Hampton 
Ration,  who  came  to  Texas  in  the  early  time. 
January,  1901,  Mrs.  Shown  died,  the  mother  of 
John  H.,  a young  stockman  of  Jacksboro,  who 
married  Electa  Gibson  and  has  a son,  Joseph 
P.;  Joseph,  who  died  just  a few  days  before  his 


mother,  and  DcxJ.lic  Ddmah.  a young  lady  at 
home.  October  23,  1903,  Mr.  .Shown  married 
Mrs.  I^Iar}’  (t.  Carpenter,  widow  of  J.  C.  Car- 
penter and  a daughter  of  Dr.  Stewart,  of  Wise 
county.  Mr,s.  Shown  has  .suns.  Robert  and  Jesse, 
of  Wi.se  county  and  a daughter  Doddie,  wife  of 
J.  H.  Partwood,  of  the  same  county. 

!\Ir.  Shown  has  not  jsemiitted  his  interest  in 
civil  affairs  to  lag',  la.nv,  ii.hstaTiding  hi.s  large 
inlei'csts  in  business  matters.  He  is  a Democrat 
anil  the  voters  of  his  im-rinci  in  Wise  comity 
elected  him  a member  of  die  board  of  comity 
commissioners,  where  he  served  two  years.  In 
his  new  home  he  was  one  of  the  prime  movers 
in  the  organization  of  the  Jacksboro  National 
Bank,  in  1905,  with  a capital  of  .825,000,  one-half 
I>ai<l  np.  Its  directors  are  'William  A,"  Shown, 
('.  O-  Hess,  E.  A.  Gv.altney,  Ward  B.  Ixjw'c, 
J.  H.  Tiniberlake  and  Hick. man  Hensley,  of 
Jacksboro;  T.  G.  Mullens,  of  Antelope.  A.  G.  Mc- 
Clure, of  Cuiidiff,  J.  H.  Waiters,  of  Gibtown.  and 
J.  W.  Spencer  and  G.  rurner.  of  Fort  Worth. 
At  the  organization  of  the  in.stitntion  and  the 
election  of  officers  'William  A.  Shown  w'as  chos- 
en prc.tideiit,  a guarantee  to  its  ['atron.s  that  the 
bank  w ill  be  safely,  wisely  and  economically  man- 
aged. 

\\  , HllNRY  ALPlvN.  In  the  agricultural 
ctminiuiiity'  of  Buffalo  Spriiig.s,  Clay  county, 
the  subject  of  this  sketch  has  maintained  his 
residence  for  nearly  tw'elve  yeans  and  his  efforts 
and  his  presence  there  have  materially  strength- 
ened that  ancient  and  historic  stronghold.  With 
hard  work  as  the  groundwork  of  his  latter-day 
pro.sperity,  wdth  faith  in  the  future  and  with 
an  open  face  to  the  foe  he  has  met  the  problems 
of  a farmer  in  Clay  county  since  1893. 

The  first  representative  of  this  family  of 
.Allens  to  enter  Texas  was  John  Allen,  the  fa- 
tlier  of  William  Henry  of  thi.s  notice.  The 
former  came  hither  from  the  Pacific  slope  in 
the  fifties,  vvliither  he  had  migrated  as  a "forty- 
niner”  and  a gold  digger  following  the  first 
discoveries  at  Sulter’.s  Alill.  Reviewing  his 
career,  brieflv.  we  find  him  born  in  New  Aladrid 
county,  Missouri,  where  he  came  to  manhood’s 
estate.  From  there  he  joined  a caravan  bound 
for  the  new  Eldorado  of  the  Sierras.  A,s  was 
the  custom,  he  cros.sed  the  plains  and  pros- 
pected for  the  yellow  metal  a few  years,  over 
the  surface  of  our  new  Mexican  acquisition, 
with  .some  succe.ss.yct  without  any  phenomenal 
results.  Tiring  of  the  life  of  a miner  and  wish- 
ing to  see  something  of  the  Orient  he  shipped 
for  China,  reached  his  destination,  but  returned 
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without  delay  and  came  on  from  California  to 
Texas. 

Arriving  in  the  Lone  Star  state  he  secured 
einploynienl  in  Brazos  county  as  an  overseer 
of  slaves.  Leavii'^g  that  place  he  spent  some 
time  in  Dentcui  county  and  afterward  went  to 
Crawford  county,  Arkansa.s,  where  he  met  and 
married  his  wife.  He  returned  to  Texas  just 
before  the  Civil  war  and  sctlleil  in  Grayson 
coumv.  w'herc  our  subject,  Yh  Henry  Allen, 
was  born  August  8,  iSijO.  Some  years  afterward 
he  moved  into  Cooke  count}'  and  along  in  the 
early  seventies  he  joined  Jim  Daugherty,  his 
cousin,  the  famous  Texas  cattle  baron,  in  an 
enterprise  firomisi ng  good  results  in  Colorado. 
They  engaged  in  the  ranching  business  near 
Trinidad  and  spent  two  years  there,  but  were 
so  harassed  by  the  Indians,  losing  some  stock 
and  getting  a cfwvboy  scalped,  that  the}’  aban- 
doned their  ranch  .'iiul  came  back  to  the  Indian 
Territory  and  established  themselves  at  Fort 
Sill.  Air.  Allen  severed  his  connection  with 
the  enterprise  then  and  was  s«>n  afterward  lo- 
caleti  in  the  Chickasaw  Nation,  on  Red  river, 
farming  and  cattle  rai.-ing  for  about  three  years. 
In  tS/t'  he  returned  u)  Texas  and  made  a trip 
into  Haskell  coumv.  with  liis  son  Henrv.  after  a 
hunch  of  cattle  nml  on  this  trip  saw  the  immensity 
(if  the  traffic  in  buffalo  .skins  and  meat.  Return- 
ing at  once  he  went  down  into  Johnson  comitv 
and  died  near  Cleluirne,  January  j,  1877,  at  forU  - 
n.inc  years  of  age. 

'A  hen  je.hn  Mien  settled  in  Grayson  county 
the  settlers  were  widely  separated  ami  it  was 
indeed  a now  place.  He  dropped  down  near 
wlierc'  Dexter  was  afterward  located  and  hi.s  was 
the  first  well  dug  there.  Basin  Siirings  was 
the  then  best  kuiovii  place  of  this  settlement 
and  at  this  point  and  in  Cooke,  the  Indian 
Territor}'  ami  A'oung  counties  were  his  children 
brought  up.  He  married  Caroline  Coleman, 
wiiosc  father  was  a German  who  first  settled  in 
Ohio,  next  in  Crawford  county.  .-Arkansas, 
where  he  died.  Her  father  was  one  of  ilie  first 
settlers  of  that  .Arkansas  county  and  shoc- 
niakiiig  was  his  tr.adc.  His  daughter.  Caroline, 
died  in  Montague  county,  Texas,  in  i8q2,  at  the 
age  of  fort} -nine.  Their  children  were:  Wil- 

liam Henry,  '.sur  subject;  Mattie,  who  died  in 
Cooke  county  a.s  Airs.  Kit  King;  John,  of  Sug- 
dtn,  Indian  Territory:  Allie.  of  P'oster,  Indian 
Territory,  willow  of  Bud  A.  Henderson;  and 
.Aurelia,  wife  of  F'elix  I'nx,  of  F'oster,  Indian 
Tenitory. 

W,  il.  Alien  got  little  or  no  training  in  the 
public  or  other  schools.  Jn  the  many  family 
ramblings  which  seem  to  hav  e occurred  there 


was  little  opportunity  if  there  had  been  school 
in  progress  within  reach.  Upon  his  father’s 
death  he  became  the  mainstay  of  his  mother 
for  a time  and  it  can  be  .said  that  he  began  life 
for  himself  at  about  this  date.  He  returned  to 
Ycmng  county  after  1880  and  was  in  the  emidoy 
of  a Air.  Jones  as  a cowboy  for  a year  and  made 
a trip  for  Air.  Crawford,  of  Graham,  to  Running 
W'ater,  Texas,  to  bring  in  a bunch  of  cattle  from 
the  plains.  Quitting  his  wage  working,  he  made 
a crop  in  Young  county  and  then  hired  to  O. 
B.  Bachelor  at  thirty  dollars  a month  for  a sea- 
son. In  1886  and  a part  of  the  next  year  he 
drove  stage  into  the  Comanche  country  and  the 
latter  year  kept  a stage  stand  at  Elm  Springs 
in  the  Territory.  In  1888  he  returned  to  Young 
County  and  bought  a farm  on  Brushy  creek,  sold 
it  after  a year  and  in  1889  moved  into  Clay 
county  and  bought  a farm  near  Vashti.  He 
owned  this  tw’O  years  and  spent  the  next  two 
years  on  Denton  creek.  Coming  into  the  vicin- 
ity of  Buffalo  Springs  he  purchased  a half  sec- 
tion of  wild  land,  once  a part  of  the  Red  River 
Cattle  Companyts  ranch,  and  at  once  undertook 
its  improvement.  A two-room  box  house  ]jro- 
\ided  his  family  with  shelter  as  their  pioneer 
shanty  and  the  first  winter  w'as  spent  by  the 
lone  cook  stove.  VAhen  things  assumed  a jnore 
prosperous  air  improvements  of  a more  sub- 
stantial nature  came  along  and  in  1901  his 
new  nine-room  cottage,  occuji}  ing  an  eminence 
overlooking  his  whole  farm,  was  erected.  The 
farm  was  fenced,  broken  to  the  extent  of  one 
hundred  and  thirty-five  acres,  and  is  amply 
stocked  and  the  wliole  has  been  made  into  one 
of  the  iiiost  desirable  rural  homesteads  to  be 
found. 

July  8,  1888,  Air.  .Allen  married  Airs.  Eliza 
Dishman,  rvidow  of  Robert  H.  Dishman  and  a 
daughter  of  John  Butler.  Air.  Butler  was  a 
Georgian  who  settled  in  Louisiana  first  and 
then  came  to  Texas.  He  is  now  a resident 
of  A'oung  county,  where  his  tvife,  nee  Lucinda 
Strickland,  died  in  1890.  Their  children  were: 
Elijah,  of  Greer  county,  Oklahoma;  Bclford, 
who  died  and  left  a family  at  Whitesboro; 
Joseph,  of  Carnegie,  Oklahoma;  Mrs.  Allen. 
l)Orn  in  Cleburne  parish,  Louisiana,  Septembor 
17,  1858.  By  her  first  husband  Airs.  Allen  has 
.a  daughter,  Lula  Van,  and  a son,  Robert. 

Mr.  and  Airs.  Allen's  children  are  : Clemmie, 
Lando,  Pasco,  Raymond,  Clara,  John,  Leroy 
and  Zeila  Alay. 

ALEXANDER  H. CURRIE  needs  no  special 
introduction  to  the  citizens  of  Tarrant  county, 
for  he  has  resided  in  the  vicinity  of  Smithficld 
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for  almosi  a quarier  of  a ceniury,  locating-  on  his 
present  farm  in  1882.  The  qualities  of  his 
manhood  have  been  such  as  to  commend  him 
to  the  confidence  and  good  will  of  thc>se  with 
whom  he  has  been  associated  and  he  ranks 
with  the  highly  esteemed  agriculturists,  own- 
ing and  operating  eighty-six  acres  of  land 
W'hich  is  devoted  to  general  fanning, 

Hi,s  life  record  began  in  Alabama  on  the  29th 
of  October,  1837,  his  parents  being  Daniel  D. 
and  Mary  A.  (Goodwin)  Currie.  The  father 
was  a native  of  North  Carolina  and  in  the 
paternal  line  came  of  Scotch  ancestry.  In  the 
year  1849  Daniel  D.  Currie,  accompanied  by  his 
family,  removed  from  Alabama  to  the  Lone 
Star  state,  settling  first  in  Rusk  ceumty,  but 
after  a brief  period  reinot  ed  to  Smith  count}  , 
where  he  cast  in  his  lot  with  the  early  settlers. 
Pioneer  conditions  were  to  be  met  there,  bring- 
ing with  them  many  of  the  hardships  and  trials 
incident  to  frontier  life,  but  the  family  per- 
severed in  their  attempt  to  make  a home  tliere 
and  did  not'  a little  toward  improving  the 
county  and  promoting  its  substantial  develop- 
ment. Both  the  father  and  mother  died  there, 
the  father  dying  in  1851,  while  the  mother  died 
about  1875. 

Alexander  11.  Currie  was  reared  upon  the  old 
homestead  farm  in  Smith  county,  having  been 
a youth  of  alvout  twelve  v ears  wlien  brought  to 
Texa.s.  His  education  was  acquired  in  the  su!.>- 
scription  schools,  supplemented  b_v  knowledge 
gained  through  practical  experience  in  after 
life.  and  although  he  i.s  a self-educated  man  he 
is  also  one  who  keeps  well  infornted  on  matters 
of  general  interest.  Seeking  a companion  and 
helpmate  for  life’s  journey,  he  was  married  in 
Smith  county  on  the  22nd  of  November.  1865, 
to  Miss  Jane  C.  Stcphcn.si -n,  a native  of  Blount 
county,  Alabama,  born  on  the  2i.st  of  Decem- 
ber, 1838,  and  a daughter  of  James  and  Nanc}^ 
C.  (Nation)  Stephenson.  In  184^).  during  the 
early  girlhood  of  Mrs.  Currie,  her  parents  came 
to  Texas  and  resided  for  a number  of  year.s 
ill  Harrison  county,  but  subsequently  removed 
to  Smith  county,  wdiere  she  formed  the  .ac- 
quaintance of  Alexander  H.  Currie,  to  whom 
.she  gave  her  hand  in  marriage.  This  union  was 
blessed  with  eight  children:  Debbie  A.,  the 

wife  of  Robert  'Tolliver,  who  resides  near  Fort 
Worth;  James  D.,  living  at  Dallas,  this  state, 
married  ^liss  Belle  Blockwell ; John  E.  i\I., 
■whose  home  is  in  Rusk  count}',  married  i\Iiss 
Fannie  Hopplenhite  and  all  live  near  home; 
Mary  N.,  the  wife  of  Elmer  Utter,  of  Fort 
Worth;  Effie  A.,  living  in  Fort  Worth; 
Robert  M.,  who  resides  near  Sniithfield 
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and  is  the  present  carrier  on  the  rural  free 
delivery  route.  No.  2:  Celia  C).,  at  home;  and 
Frances  F..,  who  is  liv  ing  at  l-'ort  Worth. 

At  the  time  of  the  Civil  war  Iilr.  Currie  re- 
sponded to  tlie  call  of  tlie  Confederacy  and  en- 
listed in  Company  E,  Fourteenth  Regiment  of 
Texas  infantry.  He  participated  in  the  liattles 
of  iMansfield.  Loni.siana,  and  in  the  engage- 
ments at  Spring  Hill.  Lonisi.'ina,  and  Saline, 
Arkansas,  together  with  others  of  minor  impor- 
tance. He  enlisted  in  .Srnitli  county  and  when 
the  war  wa.s  over  he  returned  to  that  county, 
where  he  resided  until  1880,  when  he  took  up  his 
abode  near  the  city  of  Sniithfield  in  Tarrant 
county.  Here  he  has  now  made  his  h<>mc  for 
twenty-three  years  and  is  the  owner  of  a good 
farm  of  eighty-six  acre.s,  the  land,  which  is  rich 
and  arable,  returning  to  him  .satisfactory  har- 
vests as  a reward  for  the  care  and  labor  lie  be- 
stows upon  the  fields.  He  and  his  wife  .tredevot- 
ed  members  of  the  Alelhodi^t  E])i.scopal  church, 
South,  at  Sniithfield  and  for  many  vears  he 
served  in  official  capacities  in  the  church.  He 
now  belongs  to  the  Farmers’  Union.  During 
the  years  of  his  rc.sicleiice  in  the  count}'  he  has 
lieen  recognized  as  a man  of  genuine  worth,  free 
from  o.slentation  and  display,  hut  po,s?essiiig 
tho.se  sterling  traits  of  character  th.it  in  every 
land  and  clime  command  respect  and  con- 
fidence. 

DR.  ELISHA  P.  BROWN,  a manufacturer 
of  proprietary  mediciue.s  at  Fort  M’ortli,  is  a 
veteran  of  the  Civil  war  and  Vicars  an  honoralile 
record  for  Virav'c  service  111  the  cause  of  freedom 
and  union,  and  in  the  paths  of  peace  he  ha.s  also 
won  an  enviable  rtpuUUioii  through  the  sterl- 
ing qualities  which  go  to  the  making  of  a good 
citizen.  He  i.s  a son  of  William  an<l  Jane  (Ken- 
drick) Brown,  I-KVth  natives  of  the  Old  Dominion 
state  of  Virginia,  but  in  an  early  da_v  emigrated 
to  fllis.soiiri.  ivherc  they  were  among  the  pio- 
neer settler.s  in  that  section  comprising  IMarioii, 
Ralls  and  Pike  counties,  which  has  sent  forth 
so  many  noted  men.  and  there  they  were  finally 
laid  to  rest.  A brother  of  Mrs.  Brown,  Rev. 
William  Kendrick,  was  a very  prominent  min- 
i.stcr  of  the  Methodist  church  in  Tennessee. 

Dr.  Elisha  P.  Brown  was  born  on  a farm 
twelve  miles  from  the  little  town  of  Florida, 
Mis.souri,  well  remembered  as  the  lurthplace  of 
Alark  Twain,  and  w as  reared  to  the  life  of  the 
fanner  boy,  continuing  to  follow  its  pursuits 
until  the  breaking  out  of  the  Civil  war.  His 
mother  wa.s  a strong  anti-slavery  woman, 
although  her  father  was  a large  slave  owner 
in  Virginia,  and  had  conscientiously  instilled 
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'tiitimenis  aurl  teachings  in  tier  chiUlren, 
so  that  -Mr.  Bror\n,  nottr-ithstanding  the  almost 
o\cr\vhelming  ^ovitluTu  .seutiniciit  ihn.'Ugh'.mt 
the  >t;itc  of  ^[is>ouri  outside  of  St.  Louis,  joined 
trie  L ni'.'n  f'-.rcc.s.  being  one  of  the  si.x  I'nion 
men  in  his  tou  n,~liip.  His  first  tw  o years  of 
army  life  were  sjient  with  llie  filissouri  .State 
Alili'i.i.  ( oinjiam  I>.  Tliirty-nintli  Regiment,  of 
wliwii  -M.tjoi'  Johnson  was  one  t>f  the  well  ic- 
nicmliered  ofticcTs.  and  it  was  this  company 
that  w.'is  the  victim  of  the  iragedv  enacted  at 
Centraiia.  .\iissouri.  in  which  seventy  five  out 
of  a company-  of  a little  more  than  one  hundred 
men  were  killed  by  the  Confederate  forces 
under  Fill  Vudi-rson.  l\[r.  l.lroun  being  one  of 
the  fortunate  ruies  that  escaped.  Shortly  after 
tiis  enlisimeni  he  was  promoted  fnim  a ju-ivatc 
to  a corpiiral.  Imt  ere  his  two  tears  .,i  service 
had  ended  he  waas  made  a eaptaiii  by  the  act 
cif  yiovernor  Fletcher  for  bravery  while  in 
service  nmier  -Major  Johnson,  at  which  lime 
lie  was  transferred  to  the  Sixty-nintli  Regi- 
ment, H.  .S.  !M,.  and  two  yetir.s  later  went  into 
tile  .regular  federal  troop-,  jiiining  the  Thirty- 
ninth  Missouri  \’ohinteer  Iiifaiiiry.  Through 
the  recornnieiidation  of  one  of  its  officers  and 
his  friends  he  was  then  assigned  to  detached 
duly,  lieing  detailed  as  a jmivost  guard  with  the 
limy  of  tran.sferring  trcojis  from  the  rear  to  the 
front  of  the  army,  'riiese  ilntics  took  him  all 
over  the  country,  as  far  south  as  ShenTian's 
headquarters  in  tieorgia  and  east  to  Xcw  York 
City,  He  was  a brave  and  fearless  soldier,  and 
when  the  w ar  ended  and  his  serv  ices  were  no 
longer  needed  he  was  honorably  discharged  and 
mustered  out  of  service  at  St.  Louis,  two  weeks 
after  the  assassination  of  Lincoln. 

Returning  to  his  old  home  in  Rails  countyx 
Mr.  Ert'wn  again  took  up  the  <luiies  of  farm  life, 
;incl  later  removed  to  Pike  county-.  Louisiana, 
where  he  emharked  in  the  mercantile  busine.ss, 
wliich  he  later  carried  on  at  H.'innibal,  conduct- 
ing a prosperous  business  there  uiitii  18S4, 
mwhichvearliecamtto  Texas.  Jlis  first  location 
in  this  state  was  in  Dallas  county,  which  con- 
tinued as  his  home  for  five  years,  and  since  that 
time  lie  has  rc.sided  in  Fort  Y’ordi.  -About 
the  lime  of  his  arrival  in  this  city'  lie  abandoned 
the  mercantile  business  and  engaged  in  the 
prt)>aration  and  manufacture  of  proprietary 
niedidncs.  which  he  h.is  ever  since  conducted 
with  eminent  success.  While  engaged  in 
business  m iflissotiri  and  while  _vct  a young 
man  he  ha>l  taken  the  medical  course  at  the 
McDowell  College  of  iUedicine,  St.  l.ouis.  dur- 
ing which  time  he  made  special  investigation 
and  research  fiir  the  purpose  of  compomiding 


remedies,  in  which  he  has  become  very"  profi- 
cient. He  has  pushed  forward  this  enterprise 
w iih  strength  and  ability  until  his  preparations 
have  within  the  past  few  y'ears  reached  a large 
sale  throng-hout  Texas  and  the  southern  states, 
suiqiiy  ing  the  retail  trade  through  jobbers. 

In  Audrain  county,  Missouri,  iMr.  Brown 
was  united  in  marriage  to  Aliss  Virginia  Rog- 
ers, the  daughter  of  Rev.  Rogers,  and 
their  union  was  blessed  with  four  chil- 
dren. three  of  whom  arc  living, — Lillie,  the 
wire  of  J.  . Barr,  of  Louisiana,  Alissouri; 
Dr.  Edgar  Fb  Brown,  D.  D.  S.,  of  Cottonwood 
Falls.  Kansas;  Ida,  the  wife  of  (r.  \\'.  Richard- 
son, of  New  Orleans,  Louisiana;  and  Mrs. 
Emma  F.  Burnett,  deceased.  They  all  re- 
ceived excellent  educations,  being  college 
graduates,  and  the  daughters  were  especially 
well  educated  in  mn.sic.  For  several  y'ea.rs 
ilie  family  furnished  the  music  for  the  Metho- 
dist church  at  Hannibal.  Besides  being  a 
most  successful  dentist,  the  son  Edgar  P.  is 
also  an  inventor,  having  invented  a solar  mo- 
tor that  ,'iccording  to  the  Scientific  American 
represents  the  higliest  perfection  of  any  de- 
vice of  that  class.  Mrs.  Brown  died  in  Alis- 
souri,  and  in  1895.  in  Texas.  Air.  Brown  mar- 
ried .Miss  Aliiicrva  .Smith,  a member  of  one  of 
the  prominent  families  of  Van  Zandt  county. 
Her  little  sister,  Aiiss  Dovie,  was  adopted  by 
Air.  and  Mrs.  Brown  when  she  was  a _young 
child,  and  Airs.  Brown’s  niece.  Miss  Alae 
Adams,  is  also  a member  of  their  family.  Their 
home  at  F'ort  W’orth  is  comfortable  and  hos- 
pitable to  the  highest  degree;  and  Air.  Brown 
is  pcr.soiially  known  to  a large  number  of  peo- 
ple throughout  Texas  as  a fine,  genial  and 
generoiKS-licartcd  man.  He  is  Post  Command- 
er of  Parmelay  F’ost.  G.  A.  R. 

COLONEL  CH.ARLES  GEERS.  Con- 
spicuous on  the  roll  of  names  of  men  that  have 
ccmferrc'd  honor  upon  the  profession  of  jour- 
nalism in  Texas  is  that  of  Charles  W.  Geers, 
the  proprietor  and  editor  of  the  Mamtar  at 
Denton.  He  is  a vvriter  of  superior  force  and 
ability  ami  has  ever  been  an  earnest  worker, 
and  in  all  the  relations  of  life  he  is  an  honorable, 
upright  gentleman  who  has  W'on  the  sincere 
respt  ct  of  all  with  whom  he  has  come  in  con- 
tact. He  was  born  in  Lexington,  Kentucky, 
A I ay  27.  1S40.  a son  of  Charles  and  Caroline 
f Perkins)  Geers,  both  of  whom  were  also  na- 
tives of  that  city,  and  there  were  laid  to  rest. 
The  paternal  grandfather,  James  Geers,  re- 
moved to  Kentucky  from  North  Carolina,  lo- 
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eating  with  Daniel  Boone  at  Boone.sboro,  ljut 
later  took  up  his -abode  in  Lexington. 

Charles  \V.  Geers  is  indebted  to  the  public 
schools  of  his  native  city  of  Le.xingtrni  for  ilie 
educational  privileges  he  received  in  his  \outh, 
and  on  its  completion  he  entered  the  office  of 
the  Lexington  Observer  and  Reporter,  where 
he  learned  the  printers'  trade.  That  paper  in 
those  (laa's  was  owTierl  and  edited  by  D.  C. 
Wickliffe.  while  the  associate  editor  was  John 
T.  Hogan  and  Captain  R.  Alar.sh  was  rhe  fore- 
man. At  the  breaking  out  of  the  Civil  War 
Colonel  Geers  went  out  with  John  H.  Morgan, 
of  Lexington,  w'ho  had  been  captain  of  the  Lex- 
ington Rifles.  He  did  not  at  first  fonnallt  en- 
list, but  like  many  other  y-oung  men  in  an  ad- 
venturous spirit  joined  to  follow  IMorgan.  On 
reaching  Camp  Robinson  a number  of  other 
men,  parts  of  three  or  four  companies,  joined, 
making  altogether  about  one  hundred  and 
fifty  men.  they'  calling  themselves  I\Iorgan's 
Squadron.  This  squadron  continued  to  in- 
crease, especially^  after  the  fighting  at  Forts 
Henry  and  Donelson,  until  finally^  ^Morgan  had 
nearly  four  thousand  fearless  soldiers  of  mount- 
ed cavalry-,  a recognized  aid  to  the  Confederate 
C3u.se.  They  were  engaged  in  dangerous  scout- 
ing duty  between  the  two  armies.  Mr.  Geers" 
father  was  also  a Confederate  soldier,  but  his 
brother  joined  the  Cnion  army. 

After  the  rvar  had  ended  Mr.  Geer.s  returned 
to  his  old  home  in  Lexington,  but  a short  time 
afterward  removed  to  1-ouisville,  Kentucky, 
there  securing  a position  as  river  reporter  on 
the  I„ouisville  Democrat,  published  by  llarney 
& Hughes.  From  that  city  he  journeyed  to 
Shelby \ille  of  the  same  state,  w-here  he  w-as 
employed  for  a time  on  the  Shelbyville  A env, 
after  which  he  became  editor  of  the  Glasgow 
Times  c^f  Glasgow,  Kentucky.  From  the  latter 
city  he  went  to  New  Orleans,  there  securing 
a position  with  Colonel  J.  O.  Ni.xou  as  local 
writer  on  the  New  Orlean.s  Crescent.  His 
next  place  of  residence  was  Shreveport.  Lou- 
isiana, where  he  w-as  employed  for  a short  time 
on  the  Shreveport  News.  Removing  tlieiice  to 
Greenville.  Hunt  county,  Texas,  he  became  ac- 
quainted until  Tom  R.  Rnrnet,  and  the  two 
published  the  Greenville  Independent . In 
April,  i8F8,  they  hauled  the  plant  by  wagon 
to  the  then  frontier  toivn  of  Denton,  in  Den- 
ton county,  which  has  ever  since  continued  the 
home  of  Colonel  Geers.  At  the  time  of  the  re- 
moval the  name  of  the  paper  was  changed  to 
the  Monitor,  a name  which  brought  to  its  old 
and  honored  proprietor  fame  and  renown.  The 


pariner>hi]i  between  Colonel  Geers  and  Mr, 
lluniet  e.xisted  but  tinny-one  week.s,  wben  the 
former  bought  his  partner’s  interest,  and  wa.s 
thenceforward  its  sole  editor  and  proprietor. 
■\\  ith  one  or  two  exceptions  this  is  the  olde.st 
newspaper  in  nortlieni  Texas,  hrning  had  a 
coiuinuous  weekly  pulflication  since  iSGS.  In 
the  early  days  he  ili<]  not  confine  hi.s  attention 
solely  TO  the  Moniior  al  Demon,  but  as  a side 
is^ne  took  nj)  at  difi’ereiit  time,-,  the  publication 
and  editing  of  a uuml>er  of  other  j)a[>ers,  name- 
ly : a weekly  paper  at  iMorgaii.  in  l!o,-,ijuc  (onn- 
ty  ; another,  The  Citizen,  at  Nleriilian.  in  the 
.same  county : also  the  Clifton  Banner  at  Clif- 
ton, Bos(]ue  county.  He  also  j)nbli'he<!  a paper 
at  Sanger,  called  the  Lc^^pai  Tender,  and  estaSi- 
lished  the  1 xniisville  Headtisplit  at  Louis\  ille, 
Texas. 

In  Deulon  3Ir.  Geers  was  united  in  marriage 
to  .Miss  I.ouisa  Sophia  Blount,  a daughter  of 
Jinige  I.  iVl.  Blount,  ami  a native  of  l,)enton 
county'.  I hey  have  eight  living  children,  name- 
ly: Charles  \V..  Jr.,  engaged  in  the  newspaper 

business  at  .Aubrey.  Texas:  Effie.  the  wife  of 
Rc\.  ,3,.  E.  Ewell,  pastor  of  the  Christian 
church  at  Bftniiam  ; Gertrude,  wife  of  John  G. 
Rix,  a merchant  of  Colorado  t ity',  1 exas:  Otis. 
Esiie,  alargaret,  L.ucile  and  Sallie.  Mr.  Geers 
-■crvei!  a.-,  a member  of  the  Texa.s  stale  delega- 
tion TO  the  National  Denioeral ir  Convention  at 
Baltimore  in  187a  wliicb  nominated  Horace 
Greeley.  In  1868  be  interested  himself  in  or- 
ganizing a Chri.stian  church  in  lienton  and 
brongln  a mitii-tcr  here  for  that  jnirpn.se.  The 
church  was  duly'  itrganized  and  Mr.  (icers  has 
.'^ince  been  connected  therewith,  and  in  foci  is 
the  oidv  stirviving  charter  member  of  what  is 
now  the  First  Christian  church  of  Ihis  city'. 
A life  of  inten.se  and  well  rlirected  activity 
charactei‘ized  by  devotion  to  duty  and  by  suc- 
cessful accom])ii,shrnciit  have  made  Air.  (icers 
one  of  the  re]iresentativc  and  honored  men  of 
Texas. 

HON.  CHARLES  V.  CYRUS,  who  as  a 
merchant  has  eonlributed  to  the  general  pros- 
perity of  t.'lduirne.  was  born  in  Gik-.s  county, 
Tennessee,  in  184J.  His  father.  ( harle.s  B. 
Cvrus,  was  a native  of  Logan  county.  Ken- 
tucky. ami  in  1814.  when  a young  lad,  rccora- 
panied  two  of  his  uncles  to  l’nla.-,ki,  Giles  conn- 
tv.  'i'ennessee,  whence  lie  afterward  removed 
to  -Maurv  county',  where  he  died  in  the  y'car 
i8bo.  He  married  Aliss  Susan  .Stratton,  a na- 
tive of  ASrginia  and  a daughter  of  John  Strat- 
ton, who  died  at  Pensacola,  Florida,  while  serv- 
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in^  uiidcr  ' iciu-ra!  . Jackson  in  the  war 

of  iS]  j anc.l  a jx-culiar  coincidence  in  the  family 
Insloiy  IS  that  H<nr}-  '^yriis,  the  paternal 
uraadiaihcr  of  our  subjcc:  also  died  in  i'ensa- 
( ola  in  the  same  service. 

In  Ins  ycnith  Hon.  ( Sarles  Cyrus  was 
rt  avcd  to  a^ricidtural  f)r'.r>tiits,  aiding  in  farm 
’.ah' It  in  Maury  coiintv.  Tennessee,  but  at  the 
■ nubrcak  <'f  the  Civil  war  he  pm  aside  all  busi- 
ne.-s  and  personal  coii'iderations  and  in  re- 
sponse to  the  summons  . ^ arms  made  I))'  the 
(.  onfedc-racy  he  joined  Company  E of  the  Ninth 
.Battalion  of  Tennessee  vavalry.  Like  many 
c rivalry  men  in  the  k'unftJerate  service,  espe- 
cially during  the  first  . :;.:r  ftr  tv c,  of  the  war. 
he  was  kcT>t  moting  .tivnii  in  different  lines 
of  duty.  He  wa.s.  ho'.v,.',  or.  with  his  battalion 
'1  the  battle  of  Fort  Dc-nelson  in  February, 
1862.  at  'vvhicii  lime  ue  '.“as  captured,  being 
held  as  a pii>oner  of  u ar  c about  six  rnouihs. 
He  W.71S  tlten  exchanged  ac  Aucksbtirg.  Missis- 
-ippi.  ami  afterward  "'r  -e  with  his  comrades 
s mfrintrc'mar.  until  a d.  ,t.il  of  their  command 
; mid  return  to  Tenm  -'t-e  and  procure  re- 
mounts. .In  the  nieanUire  w hile  acting  a.s  in- 
T.nnr}'  tlicy  went  to  iii  the  defense  of 

I I'-f  Hudson  on  the  MH-i-sippi  river.  After 
’.1  ceiling  lior.ses  they  • .wgani^ed  a little  bri- 
gs. Je  '<f  cavalry  conimandc-d  Iw'  Colonel  John 
l.oga't  of  .Vrkansas  and  they  were  behind 
Ibmks  until  after  Port  Hu.Json  surrendered  011 
the  K'.h  of  July,  1863,  .Suljse.jueni  to  that  time 
Mi.  Cyrus'  coimnaud  iound  ’.he  army  of  the 
Tennessee  under  Cencrr.i  Toe  Johnston  ajid 
with  others  of  hts  regirm  u,.  v\hiie  on  scouting 
:it:t}“,  he  was  cajttured  -an  l .aken  to  Fort  Dcla- 
V,  are  below  I diiladelpii where  be  was  in- 
c,'irc(,:rate>!  until  a slior’  wme  l.>efore  the  close 
.'■f  the  war.  He  wa.s  I'ek.a'C.l.  however,  in  time 
to  reje.il!  ( leuera!  Jol'ms’on's  army  at  Greens- 
boro. North  Carolina,  -a  here  they  surrendered. 

Mr.  Cy.  us  returned  :.  > his  home  on  horse- 
ijiick,  reach'iig  ilamy  eoaiiiy  on  tlie  23rd  of 
May.  i,%5.  He  was  then  engaged  in  farming, 
in  which  pnrsitit  he  wa-  I'liiite  succe.ssful,  his 
p.tieniion  benig  gi\-en  to  agriculture  until  1896, 
■1'. lieu  he  came  to  Clcburtie.  Texas,  In  the 
meantime  lie  had  figured  prominently  in  pub- 
!i<.  life  in  his  native  state,  having  been  elected 
in  iKot  a ’nemher  of  the  Tennessee  legislature. 
In  tb.'it  stssioii  his  most  im])ortaiu  work  and 
for  which  he  is  gicen  the  greatest  credit  was 
iii  furthering  the  legislation  providing  for  the 
ei-tabli-hmeiit  <■£  a state  home  for  old  soldiers 
at  the  l lermitage,  once  the  residence  of  General 
-Xtulriiw  _j.K'k>on,  This  plan  was  successfully 


carried  ..ul  and  has  proved  a great  blc.ssing  to 
the  indigent  Confederate  soldiers  of  Tennessee. 

Mr.  t.'\  rits  was  married  in  iMaurv  countv, 
I'enncssee,  ■ m the  ist  of  September,  1869,  to 
Miss  Anne  M.  Porter,  who  was  born  in  Fau- 
guier  county,  \drginia,  a daughter  of  Richard 
L.  Slid  .Cnne  Maria  (Walker)  Porter,  both 
of  wliorn  were  natives  of  that  county  and  rep- 
rcseiitaiivcs  of  tiie  well  known  Porter  family 
of  the  .state.  3Irs.  Cyrus  went  with  her  par- 
ents to  .Maury  county,  Tennessee,  in  1861.  To 
Mr.  and  iMrs.  C'yrus  have  been  born  eight  chil- 
dren: Charles  L..  James  C.,  Thomas  S.  and 
Richard,  all  well  known  business  men  of  Cle- 
b’arne;  Fu.san,  the  wife  of  E.  R.  Barkus,  of 
\\'aco,  Texas;  Elbert  M. : Roberta  and  Jennie 
Hill,  at  home. 

The  eldest  son.  Charles  L.  Cyrus,  came  to 
Cleburne  in  1892  and  engaged  in  the  feed  ami 
coal  business  on  a small  scale.  He  was  later 
followed  by  three  other  sons  cif  the  family 
and  the  parents,  Mr.  and  i\lrs.  Charles  Cy- 
rus. and  their  other  children  came  to  Texas 
in  1896.  I'he  small  business  established  b_v 
Charles  L.  Cyrus  has  since  grown  into  the  large 
ccminierc'.al  enterpnse  now  coiiductc.1  under 
the  name  of  Cyrus  Brothers,  the  partners  being 
C.harles  L.  and  James  C.  Cyrus.  The  field  of 
labor  of  the  firm  was  enlarged  in  1S93  to  in- 
clude beside  the  original  line  a complete  line 
of  vehicles,  agricultural  implements  and  hard- 
ware and  is  one  of  the  successful  houses  of 
Cleburne,  having  an  extensive  and  profitable 
tra’le.  Thoma.s  S.  and  Richard  Porter  Cyrus 
ul.-’O  constitute  another  firm  of  Cyrus  iS:  Cyrus, 
who  arc  in  the  drug  imsiness  in  Cleburne  and 
w ho  established  their  store  iu  I9t>3-  ^ ^^is  firni 

was  originally  Ball  Cyrus,  but  the  partner- 
ship was  ilissolvcd  by  the  retirement  of  Mr. 
Ball,  at  which  time  I'hotnas  S.  Cyrus  w'as 
joined  by  hi.s  Itrother  Richard,  who  had  previ- 
ously been  engaged  in  the  furniture  business. 
They  then  united  their  intere.sts  in  the  firsii 
of  Cyrus  & Cyrus,  dealers  in  drugs  in  Cleburne, 
and  have  enjoyed  a profitable  and  constantly 
increasing  trade. 

(,'harles  Cyrus,  his  wife  and  family,  arc 
all  consistent  members  of  the  Methodist  church 
and  he  holds  membership  in  Pal  Clehtirnc 
camp,  U.  C.,  of  this  city.  FTe  is  a man  of 
strong  [lurpose.  iinfiiltcring  iu  support  of  his 
honest  convictions,  reliable  in  business,  faith- 
ful in  friendship  and  his  strong  and  salient  char- 
acteristics arc  those  which  have  gained  for  him 
warm  regard  and  which  in  every  land  and  clime 
command  respect  and  confidence. 
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CAPTAIN  JAMES  T.  PULLIAM,  well 
known  in  real  estate  circles  of  Fort  Worth,  has 
been  itlentified  with  Tarrant  county  and  North- 
west Texas  more  than  a quarter  of  a century. 
During  a lifetime  of  more  than  three  score  and 
ten  years  he  has  e.xpcricnced  the  variety  of  a 
career  of  self-achievement  and  well  merited  suc- 
cess, and  is  esteemed  as  one  of  the  leading  citi- 
zens of  the  twentieth  century  city  of  Fort  Worth, 
with  whose  later  development  he  has  had  much 
to  do  of  a beneficial  character. 

Bom  in  Franklin  county,  Georgia,  November 
28,  1834,  on  a farm  where  his  father,  Benjamin 
S.,  and  his  mother,  Eleanor  (Turman),  then 
lived,  he  was  taken,  in  1837,  to  their  new  home  in 
Chicka.saw  county,  Mis.sissippi,  near  Houston, 
where  the  father  kept  an  inn  for  a year.  At  their 
home,  thus  opened  to  the  public,  were  entertained 
during  that  period  many  prominent  men  of  that 
day,  among  them  as  now  recalled  being  W.  S, 
Featherstone,  a member  of  Congress  and  later  a 
general  in  the  Confederate  army. 

It  was  at  Houston,  Mississippi,  that  the  son 
James  received  his  first  school  privileges,  and 
among  other  interesting  remini.scences  of  his 
youth  he  recalls  how  he  wa.s  dre.ssed  for 
school  in  the  white  bonnet  and  dress  also  worn 
by  the  girls,  this  method  of  appareling  the  school- 
boys being  in  vogue  in  that  part  of  the  country' 
at  that  time.  And  all  this  clothing  was  of  course 
homespun  by  his  mother.  While  attending  school 
and  for  some  years  afterward,  until  he  wa.s  twen- 
ty-three years  old,  he  lived  at  home  on  the  farm. 
From  1857  to  18G0  he  was  engaged  in  tlie  mer- 
cantile business  in  Houston,  and  in  the  latter  year 
moved  to  Egypt  on  the  Mobile  and  Ohio  Rail- 
road, but  still  in  Chickasaw  county,  where  be- 
sides conducting  a general  merchandise  business 
he  was  also  postmaster.  January'  14,  1861,  this 
career  came  to  an  end  by'  his  enlisting  in  Com- 
pany H,  Eleventh  Mississippi  Infantry',  of  the 
Confederate  army.  After  twelve  months’  service, 
during  which  he  was  in  Virginia,  in  the  Harper’s 
Ferry  campaign  under  Joseph  E.  Johnston,  and 
also  in  the  battle  at  Pensacola,  Florida,  he  re- 
turned home  in  1862,  selling  out  his  stock  of 
merchandise,  re-enlisted,  this  time  in  Company 
C,  Thirty-first  Mississippi.  This  time  he  went  in 
for  three  years,  and  remained  till  the  close  of  the 
war,  being  discharged  May  ii,  1865,  at  Meridian, 
Mississippi.  Courageous  and  efficient  service 
brought  him  advancement,  and  when  he  finally 
returned  home  it  was  with  the  rank  of  captain. 
He  had  participated  in  many  important  battles, 
being  at  Shiloh,  and  at  Flat  Woods  every  man  in 
his  company  was  either  killed  or  wounded,  he 


being  at  that  time  third  lieutenant.  lie  was  also 
wounded  at  the  battle  of  Peach  Tree  Creek, 
Georgia,  July  20,  1864.  Despite  sucli  a long  and 
arduous  service  he  was  never  sick  a day  nor 
absent  without  leave.  Besides  the  incidents  and 
dangers  of  the  regular  service  he  on  three  differ- 
ent occasions  volunteered  for  special  duty,  which 
led  him  into  perilous  .sklrnu.-;hes  and  he  was 
wounded  each  time. 

War  time  over,  he. returned  to  Egypt  to  find 
his  home  and  store  to  have  been  destroyed  in 
the  General  Smith  rai.l,  and  lie  was  one  of  the 
brave  sons  of  tlie  south  who  were  compelled  to 
begin  all  over  again  to  build  up  the  structure 
of  personal  success,  and  it  is  to  his  ev'erlasting 
credit  that  prosperity  has  in  later  years  rewarded 
his  efforts  and  that  he  can  enjoy  it  notwithstand- 
ing early  misfortunes.  On  January  25,  i866,  he 
married  Miss  Eliza  Ann  Ware,  who  was  born 
in  South  Carolina,  October  22,  1844.  ^.nd  who 
died  in  1894.  .She  was  the  beloved  triother  of  a 
family'  of  ten,  all  but  two  of  whom  arc  livdng; 
namely',  Thomas  M.,  Tames  E.,  Theodore  C., 
Benjamin  O.,  Lenora  Y,,  Emma  L.,  Frank  L., 
Joseph  T.,  and  Williamson  L.  and  Mary  L.,  both 
deceased. 

After  conducting  his  business  at  Egypt  for 
three  years  lie  took  up  his  residence  at  the  home 
of  his  boyhood,  and  was  engaged  in  ffinning 
there  seventeen  years,  until  1879.  Altogetlier  he 
lived  forty'-tvvo  years  in  Gilckasaw  county. 
When  he  came  to  this  stale  in  1879  he  settled  on 
a farm  near  Azle  in  Tarrant  county,  and  for 
seventeen  years  was  known  as  one  of  the  most 
successful  and  enterprising  of  the  farmers  in  that 
fertile  section.  His  removal  to  Fort  X^’orth  was 
made  in  order  that  he  might  the  better  educate 
his  children,  and  since  taking  up  his  home  in 
the  city',  he  has  engaged  in  the  real  estate  busi- 
ness. 

In  jjuhlic  alTair.s  Captain  Pulliam’s  rno.st  im- 
portant serv'ice  for  the  welfare  ol  Ihs  fellovvmen 
was  performed  during  hi.s  term  as  county  com- 
missioner of  Tarrant,  in  1877-78,  when  he  justly 
earned  the  title  of  father  of  the  good  roads  sy'S- 
tein  in  the  county.  He  was  one  of  the  first  to 
bring  into  practical  succe.ss  the  employ'ment  of 
the  county  criminals  in  road  building,  and  the 
results  of  the  movement  thus  inaugurated  are 
regarded  as  one  of  the  great  achievements  in 
the  progress  of  Tarrant  county,  and  are  ground 
for  no  ordinary  gratulation  on  the  part  of  Cap- 
tain Pulliam  and  his  friends.  In  religion  the 
Captain  is  a member  of  the  Missionary  Baptist 
denomination. 
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JHI)'.IE  WILLIAM  R.  I’ARKER,  head 
of  tlie  lei^al  linn  of  Larker,  Duiin  and  Parker, 
has  for  more  llian  fifteen  years  been  a leader 
at  tlic  bar  of  Tarrant  county  and  through  hi.s 
wide  profe.ssii  inal  activity  and  di.stinction  in 
political  am]  private  life  ha.s  become  one  of  the 
foremost  citizens  of  Fort  W'orth. 

Born  in  Logan  county,  Kcntuck}-,  in  1851, 
Judge  Parker  is  a .son  i.if  Richard  C.  and  Martha 
Mcirton  (Sanfemi)  Parker,  who  in  1854  returned 
to  their  former  home  in  .Sumner  county,  Tenne.s- 
scc.  to  the  farm  on  which  the  father  was  horn 
and  where  he  died,  and  cm  which  Judge  Parker 
spent  his  vouthful  days,  'f'he  mother,  who  was 
born  in  Rutherford  eoiinly,  Tennes.see.  now 
liv'es  with  her  daughter  at  Scottsc  ille.  Ken- 
tucky. 

Greemvno.l  Institute  is  a well  known  educa- 
tional scat  in  'rennessee.  luUed  especially  for 
the  large  number  of  stmlent.s  sent  from  its  balks 
into  (irominent  places  of  worldly  activity.  It 
was  here  that  Judge  Barker  obtained  the  major 
part  of  hi.s  lilerarv  training.  He  .studied  his 
law  ;it  Scott-sville,  Kentucky,  was  admitted  to 
the  bar  in  iS8_’  and  continued  to  practice  there 
for  several  years  in  fiartncrship  with  Judge 
Bradlmrn,  a man  of  eminent  position  in  that 
part  of  the  .'late.  .Xl.iout  iSSo  -Mr.  Parker  iden- 
tified himself  uilh  Fc.rt  Wiirth,  and  has  lieen 
cominu' ’U-iv  active  here  ever  since.  lie  served 
one  term  as  ecmnty  jinlge,  and  on  diiterent 
ocea.sii  111--  ha>  been  called  to  act  as  special  dis- 
trict judge.  In  practice  he  makes  a specialty 
of  criminal  law,  and  out  of  a large  number  of 
rases  cxtcriiling  i,\er  a nunibcT  of  years  he  has 
lost  cinly  tui>  or  three,  and  this  mmsual  record 
places  him  in  the  front  rank  of  criminal  law- 
yers in  .Vorth  Texas.  lie  also  has  a good  clien- 
tage as  gencr.'il  counselor  ami  attornev. 

The  linn  of  Barker,  Dnim  and  Parker  con- 
sists. beside  hiniseif,  of  Tlioma.s  \\  . Dunn  and 
Richard  C.  Parker.  Iu<!ge  Parker’s  son.  Tt  has 
been  Judge  Parker's  gratinirig  experience  to 
have  nearly  all  his  partners  beecnne  prominent 
in  politics  or  public  life.  Hon  O.  W’.  Gilles- 
pie, who  was  his  first  law  partner  titter  he  eame 
to  I'ort  W orth,  htis  since  been  elected  to  Gon- 
grc's  from  this  district.  His  seemui  partner 
was  W illiam  A.  Hanger,  who  is  now  slate  sena- 
te >r.  and  among  others  were  IMike  F..  .Smith 
an>!  M.  P.  Harris,  w lio  both  subsequently  went 
to  the  district  bench. 

Judge  1‘arkcr's  political  activity  has  extend- 
ed li)  his  --erving  as  chairman  of  the  Democratic 
canqtaigii  committee  of  d'arrant  county,  a po- 
sition he  h.o  held  for  several  years,  and  he 
has  frequently  gone  to  state  and  other  con- 
vent ior.s  a delegate  and  is  a well  known 


speaker  on  such  occa.sion.s.  .\t  the  present 
time  he  is  a meniher  of  the  city  council  of  Fort 
Worth,  from  the  Third  ward.  Fraternally  he 
ha.s  afliliations  with  the  Masons  and  Knight.s 
of  I’ythias. 

Judge  Parker’s  first  wife  was  Mi.ss  Sarah  C. 
Robertson,  whom  he  married  Februarv  18. 
1874,  and  by'  their  marriage  there  were  .six  chil- 
<lren,  Richard  C.,  \’irgil  R.,  who  is  assistant 
city  attornev,  iMrs.  IMary  B.  Hunter,  W'illiam 
R.,  Jr.,  Mrs.  Kate  Louise  ’\^'andry  and  Aliss 
Alma.  His  .second  marriage  took  place  June 
a8,  i<>')4,  to  Mrs.  R.  E.  Bow  man. 

^ JLDGE  JAMES  M.  VAN  SANT,  succe.s.s- 
lu!  rancher  and  man  of  affairs  at  Canyon  City, 
Randall  county,  has  had  a varied  and  many-sid- 
ed career.  Imt  in  general  very  successful,  and 
ever  since  taking  up  his  residence  in  the  Pan- 
handle country  he  has  taken  a prominent  part 
in  the  public  and  industrial  activities  and  used 
hi.s  influence  for  the  progress  and  best  welfare 
of  his  town  and  county. 

Judge  Wn  Sant  was  born  in  north- 
west Arkansas,  Crawford  county,  March 
18.  1840,  and  was  the  .son  of  I.saiah  and 

Margaret  fChenaulti  ^’an  Sant.  Hi.s  fa- 
ther, a native  of  Botetourt  county,  Virginia, 
was  one  of  the  earliest  pioneers  of  northwest- 
ern Arkaii.sas,  establishing  hi.s  home  in  Craw- 
ford county  three  miles  from  the  town  of  Wan 
Buren,  and  his  son  Isaiah  still  lives  on  this 
homestead,  where  he  was  born  in  1842.  The 
father  died  at  the  old  home  place  in  1862. 

Juilge  Van  Sant  passed  his  early  years  on  the 
home  farm,  and  received  most  of  hi.-;  education 
at  Cane  Hill  College  in  Wa.Hiington  county, 
•Arkansas.  .As  soon  as  he  came  out  of  school 
he  began  his  connection  with  official  life,  be- 
coming employed  in  the  county  clerk's  office 
at  Van  Buren.  He  was  later  a clerk  in  tnc 
po.stoffice  f(-r  a year  or  tvvo,  and  then  went  into 
the  mercantile  biisine.>s  at  \ 'an  Buren  in  part- 
nership with  \V,  B.  Heard.  He  was  in  that 
busine.ss  w hen  the  war  broke -out.  He  enlisted 
in  the  Third  Regiment  of  state  troops,  and  was 
in  the  first  battle  fought  in  southwest  Alissouri, 
that  at  \\  ilson's  Creek,  or,  as  the  Confederates 
call  it,  C)ak  Hill.  He  later  enlisted  in  the  regu- 
lar Confederate  service  under  General  Fagin, 
being  in  the  cavalry  branch  of  the  military, 
and  after  a short  time  was  placed  in  General 
Galiell’s  brigade.  He  participated  in  the  cam 
paigns  throughout  northern  Arkansas  and 
>oiith\vest  Alissouri,  lieing  at  the  battles  of 
Jenkins’  Ferry,  Poison  Springs,  Marks  Alills, 
and  others,  and  was  with  the  army'  until  the 
clo.se  of  the  war  with  the  exception  of  a 
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short  time  in  1863  when  he  brought  his  family 
as  refugees  to  Paris,  Texas. 

At  the  close  of  the  war  he  returned  to  his 
family  at  Paris,  and  has  been  a resident  of 
Texas  ever  since.  He  lived  a while  in  Hunt 
county,  then  a .short  time  in  Lamar  ccmiity, 
after  which  he  went  •into  the  mercantile  busi- 
ness at  Ben  I-'ranklin  in  Delta  county,  where 
he  continued  as  a prominent  and  successful 
merchant  for  twenty-seven  years.  Considera- 
tion.s  for  the  health  of  some  members  of  the 
family  led  him  in  1892  to  transfer  his  residence 
to  the  high  plains  country  in  the  Panhandle, 
and  in  that  }"ear  he  located  at  Canyon  City,  the 
county  seat  of  Randall  coimtv.  In  1805 
apjxjinted  to  fill  the  vacant , county  judgeship, 
and  in  the  following  year  he  was  the  candidate 
for  and  was  elected  justice  of  the  peace  and 
county  commissioner  of  precinct  No.  I,  serving 
in  this  office  four  years.  He  has  been  notary 
public  ever  since  coming  to  Canyon  Citj". 
When  he  first  came  to  Canyon  City  he  took 
charge  of  the  Victoria  Hotel  and  was  its  propri- 
etor for  some  )'ears.  He  and  his  .son  Tsaiah  now 
have  a fine  ranch  seven  miles  and  a half  .south 
of  Canyon  City. 

Judge  Van  Sant  was  married  in  Crawford 
county,  Arkansas,  to  Miss  Susan  J.  Fo.ster.  of 
a South  Carolina  family.  They  have  four  chil- 
dren, all  married,  as  follows:  Josie.  wife  of 
R.  B.  Rcdfearn,  the  count}'  treasurer ; Gertrude, 
wife  of  W.  R.  Rcdfearn;  Tsaiah  L. ; and  Mrs. 
Eddie  Jennings.  Judge  Van  Sant  is  an  active 
member  of  the  Christian  church,  and  is  promi- 
nent in  Ma.sonic  circles,  having  attained  the 
Royal  Arch  and  Knight  Templar  degrees. 

JAMES  KYLE  WESTER.  In  the  per- 
son of  the  subject  of  this  review  we  are  to  pre- 
sent the  life  work  and  family  history  of  one 
of  the  well  known  and  proficient  educators 
of  Northern  Texas  and  a gentleman  whose  po- 
litical as  well  as  his  education,al  achievements 
have  placed  him  among  the  representative  men 
of  his  locality.  Twenty-eight  years  a citizen  of 
the  state  and  tv.-enty-six  years  an  active  teacher 
in  its  public  and  normal  schools  ami  for  six 
years  a public  official,  outlines,  briefly,  the 
scope  of  his  work  and  indicates  the  nature  of 
his  usefulness  and  his  general  character  as  a 
citizen. 

Like  many  of  his  prcdcccs.sors  from  Tennes- 
see. Mr.  Wester  first  stopped  in  Gray.son  coun- 
ty, Texas,  where,  at  Kentuckyiown,  he  began 
his  educational  work  in  the  Lone  Star  state. 
From  1878  to  1884  he  was  connected  with  the 
schools  there  and  then  was  called  to  Jacks- 


boro  as  V ice  pre.sidenl  I'f  the  Jack  County  Evlu- 
cational  Institute,  and  in  this  position  he  con- 
tinued his  wnrk  for  seven  V'ears.  IVr  the  ne:<t 
few  rears  he  vvas  in  politics  to  the  excki-sifin 
of  anything  cLse  and  he  did  not  return  to  teach- 
ing agtiin  until  1895,  'n-'lien  he  came  t(v  Bellevue, 
Clay  county,  and  took  charge  of  the  ,schorjl.> 
licre.  lie  remained  with  the  weirk  three  years 
and  then  accepted  the  superintendeiic}  of  tltt: 
Jacksboro  schools  and  taught  there  five  years, 
returning  thence  to  Bellevue,  where  he  is  com- 
pleting his  second  vu'ar, 

James  Iv,  V' ester  i.s  a native  son  tiranger 
county,  'i'enncssce,  his  birth  'occurring  No- 
vember 28,  1855.  His  father.  John  H.  \\  ester, 
was  born  there  February  22,  1825.  In  his  ear- 
ly life  the  latter  vva.s  more  or  les,-.  in  cotinty 
liolitics  and  vvas  an  officer  of  the  cviunty  him- 
self. He  served  two  yeans  in  the  Confederate 
army,  in  titne  cif  the  rebellion,  being  a fttiblic 
(Official  when  the  war  came  on.  He  vva-  a de- 
nominational Christian  ami  a niemher  of  the 
Bapti.st  church. 

Rev.  E.  Wester,  father  uf  John  II.  W Cs- 
ter.  vvoas  a Baptist  minister  and  went  Ir)  the  v i- 
cinity  of  Rutledge,  Tennessee,  from  about 
Asheville,  North  Carolina.  He  was  bioni  in  1800 
and  married  a itiiss  Helton,  who  liore  liini  elev- 
en children,  all  of  vvlioin  reared  familie.s.  Tie 
died  in  1872  and  his  wife  passed  auav  01  1881. 

John  H.  \^  ester  was  his  father's  sec'-nd 
child  and  Ite  married  Ntincy  Me Amieli'  , who 
vet  survives  in  T'lntledge,  Tennessee,  while  her 
husband  died  July  14.  1003,  at  the  age  of  scveii- 
ty-eight.  Their  union  vvas  jiroductive  of: 
James  l'\.,  of  this  sketch;  U illiam  K..  (.f  INort- 
land,  Oregon;  Albert,  deceased:  John  R.,  e>f 
l.^ebanoM,  Missouri;  I.,iila,  wife  of  Charles 
Brewer,  of  Granger  county,  Tennessee:  and 
Robert,  of  the  .same  county. 

In  the  district  school  James  K.  V ester  ac- 
quired his  early  training  and  Tazewell  College, 
Tennessee,  ami  ATadison  Academy,  at  Rut- 
ledge, gave  him  his  advanced  training  and 
equipped  him  tor  his  most  proficient  school 
work.  He  engaged  in  teaching  ;it  the  age  of 
eighteen  and  followed  it  intermittently  while 
acquiring  his  education.  lie  entered  the  jtro- 
fession  regularly  at  the  age  of  twenlv-one  ami 
t.aiight  two  years  near  home  prior  to  his  .idveiil  to 
the  West.  In  addition  to  his  work  in  the  .school- 
rc>om  in  Texas  he  has  1>een  either  an  instructor 
or  a conductor  in  county  normal  work  for  twen- 
ty 3'ears.  twelve  years  of  which  time  he  has 
filled  tlte  position  of  conductor.  He  devotes 
eleven  calendar  months  of  each  year  to  the 
school  nxmi  and  his  face  is  a familiar  one  in 
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v]i;lri(.:l  and  count','  tcaclicrs’  meclinsfs.  He  iri- 
sibis  that  the  work  of  tlic  g:raded  scliools  is  the 
on!)’  cffioient  ei.lucationnl  work  done,  below  our 
advanced  institutions  of  learning',  and  the  high 
character  of  tlie  schools  in  Jackshoro  and  in 
Bellevue  testify  to  the  efficienc'v  in  the  work 
of  the  graded  school. 

While  in  Jack  county  Mr.  Wester  became 
interested  in  politics  and,  in  1891,  was  appoint- 
ed sheriff  of  the  county  to  fill  an  iincxpircd 
tenn  of  twenty  nionths,  and  in  the  fall  of  1892 
he  was  elected  to  rcjiresent  Jack  and  Clay 
counties  in  the  legislature.  Two  years  later 
he  was  again  elected  and  as  a member  of  the 
house  had  cominiltee  assignments  as  follows; 
committee  of  education,  .state  affairs,  finance, 
public  laiuls  and  land  offices  and  was  chairman 
of  tlie  corniriittee  on  contingent  expenses  dur- 
ing his  secoiul  term,  all  other  comiiiittee  as.sigii- 
ments  remaining  tlie  same.  He  introduced 
in  Htnisc  of  Rcprescntati\ es  and  secured  the 
]).issage  of  an  act  establishing  the  office  of  presi- 
dent of  the  State  Unicersity  and  secured  the 
pas.sage  of  several  edncarioual  measures  tending 
to  a greater  ccuivenience  and  efficiency  iu  school 
work. 

Mr.  ^\'cster  v.'as  first  married  in  Grayson 
ccdintyg  Te.xari,  in  December,  1881,  to  Miss 
Mary  \\  eber,  who  died  in  July  follotving,  and 
August  22.  1886,  iu  Jaeksboro.  he  married  a 
teacher,  li'liss  .Mattie  Hughes,  a daughter  of 
John  and  Nancy  (Smitli)  Hughes,  the  father 
an  old  'Farrant  county  school  teacher  and  comi- 
ty snrveyor  of  Jack  county  for  many  year.s. 
These  parents’  cliilciren  were:  Lona.  'wife  of 

Will  Harughty.  of  Jaeksboro;  Ollie.  vcho  mar- 
ried diaries  \\  hipp.  of  .New  ^Icxico;  IMrs.  West- 
er. bi  .ni  .Augu.st  31.  1860;  Emma,  wife  of  Charles 
Patton,  of  Jacksbciro.  .Mrs.  Hiigbc.s  died,  and 
fcir  his  second  wife  Mr.  Hughes  married  Nannie 
Broad,  whc'sc  only  child  is  Miss  Lutie  May 
.Hughe.s. 

The  i;^sl!e  of  Mr.  and  f'drs,  W'esicr  are:  I'red 
Rolh'  E.,  Woofl).  Maydell  and  Lina  Irene. 

Mr.  W ester  is  a inemlicr  of  tiic  blue  lodge- 
chapter  and  con'imamlery,  .\.  F.  and 
at  Jack.--b()r<),  and  hi.--  educational  wc.mk  prompts 
his  mcmber>h.i|)  in  the  Northwest  Tc.xas  Teach- 
ers’ .\isociatioii. 

WILLIAM  Hl"RN.  A gentleman,  widely 
esipemecl  in  Clay  county  and  most  ivortliv  to 
be  mentioned  in  a work  of  repre.senlntive  biog- 
rapliy,  is  he  wdiose  iiaiiie  introduces  this  per- 
sonal record.  His  going  in  and  out.  as  it  w-cre, 
.'iiriong  the  ritizcn.ship  of  his  county  for  the 
past  (jiiarler  of  a century  has  established  him 


as  a thrifty,  succcs.sful  and  suhslantial  fanner 
and  a sincere  and  worthy’  man.  Plis  daily’  life 
has  been  an  open  hook  to  be  scanned  at  will 
and  the  results  of  his  daily  toil  are  shown  in 
the  extent  of  his  earthly  possessions. 

In  Monmouthshire,  England,  June  23,  1844, 
William  Hum  was  born.  He  was  a son  of  a 
coal  miner,  Robert  Hum,  and  his  mother  was 
Harriet  Williams,  of  wliose  seven  children  are 
mentioned — Rachael ; ^\'illiam  was  the  second  ; 
Maria,  John,  and  Louise. 

At  the  tender  age  of  eight  y’ears  W illiam 
Hum  went  into  the  shaft  of  an  English  coal 
mine  to  work.  He  w’as  deprived  of  good  schcxtl 
advantages  and  liis  mind  received  its  best  train- 
ing at  the  family  fireside  and  by  private  read- 
ing as  he  approached  manhood’s  estate.  Tir- 
ing of  his  life  of  drudge  and  being  determined 
to  eventually’  discard  it  he  brought  his  young 
■\vife  and  small  family  to  the  Cnited  Slates. 
He  left  old  t'ounty  Durliarn  in  18F9  and  sailed 
from  Liverpool  on  hoard  the  shifi  Nebraska 
bound  for  Nerv  York.  After  fifteen  days  of 
uneventful  voy'age  he  landed  at  Castle  Carden 
cm  the  day  that  General  Grant  was  inaugurated 
president  tlie  first  time.  He  located  near 
Wilksliarre,  Pennsylvania,  first  and,  as  seemed 
natural,  sought  employment  in  a coal  mine  at 
once.  He  remained  in  the  Wyoming  valley, 
gradually  imprew  ing  his  finances,  and  in  1878, 
he  came  to  Texas  to  ultimately  w'in  him  a home. 
He  passed  two  years  in  Tarrant  county  and 
when  he  drove  into  Clay  county’  it  was  with 
a team,  twelve  head  of  cattle  and  trvo  hundred 
and  thirtyrfive  dollars  in  cash.  W bile  becom- 
ing acquainted  with  tlie  soil  and  conditions 
he  rented  one  year  arul  then  bought  a tract  of 
.Angelina  county  school  land,  northeast  of  Hen- 
rietta. He  hauled  the  lumber  to  build  his  shan- 
ty from  Gainesville  and  the  first  year’s  crop  was 
housed  in  one  of  the  two  rooms  of  his  resi- 
dence. He  paid  one  dollar  a bushel  for  corn 
and  brought  other  of  his  supplies  from  Gaines- 
ville. The  first  year  his  eighteen  acres  of  cot- 
ton yielded  him  one  bale  and  to  provide  for 
the  wants  of  his  family  till  another  crop  he 
hitched  up  his  mule  and  horse  and  did  some 
freighting  “to  keep  the  pot  boiling.”  There 
were  limes  when  the  severest  and  most  rigid 
economy  was  necessary  to  make  the  supply 
equal  the  family  deiuaiids  and  it  wa.s  no  unusual 
sight  for  Mr.  Hum,  on  his  return  home,  to 
find  the  wolf  lying  around  dangerously’  near 
his  cabin  door.  He  threatened  at  times  to  leave 
the  country  but  he  couldn’t  get  away’  and  it 
i.s  well  that  he  could  not,  in  view'  of  his  sue- 
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cesses  afterward  and  his  substantial  condition 
now. 

Mr.  Hum’s  first  real  estate  was  a tract  of  one 
hundred  and  sixty  acres,  now  substantially  and 
attractively  improved,  and  he  devoted  his  en- 
ergies to  mixed  farming  and  stock.  He  has 
since  added  to  his  possessions  until  he  owns 
about  nine  hundred  acres  and  his  material  in- 
dependence is  universally  recognized. 

January'  i,  1865,  William  Hum  and  Mary 
Elms  were  married.  She  was  a daughter  of 
Francis  and  Dorcas  (Chivers)  Elms  and  is  one 
of  seven  children.  She  is  the  mother  of  Robert, 
who  died  at  the  age  of  twenty-three;  Joseph. 
Elizabeth,  Hattie,  Helen,  Frank  and  hlyrtle. 

The  establishment  of  the  postoffice  of  Hurn- 
ville  and  its  naming  was  due  to  Mr.  Hum  and 
in  his  honor.  It  came  into  existence  in  i8<)i  and 
has  now  a store,  a church  and  a school.  Mr. 
Hum  became  an  Odd  Fellow  at  eighteen  years 
of  age  and  belongs  to  both  the  subordinate 
and  the  encampment,  having  taken  those  de- 
grees. 

JOSEPH  H.  GARRISON,  ex-county  clerk, 
president  of  the  Randall  County  Land  and  Ab- 
stract Compan}^  and  otherwise  prominent  at 
Canjmn  City,  has  been  a rccsident  of  the  Pan- 
handle for  the  past  ten  years,  and  ha.-  taken  a 
foremost  rank  among  the  enterprising  and  pub- 
lic-spirited citizens  of  Randall  county. 

Mr.  Garrison  comes  of  a good  Virginia  stock, 
and  inherits  the  best  traditions  and  ideals  of  the 
south.  He  was  born  in  1861  at  hliddlebrook, 
Augusta  county,  Virginia,  in  which  part  of  the 
state  his  g<x>d  old  father  is  still  living.  1 1 is 
parents,  Jacob  S.  and  Rebecca  (Fix)  Garri- 
son, were  both  Virginians  .by  birth,  and 
throughout  his  active  life  his  father  was  a man- 
ufacturer of  wagons,  buggies,  etc. 

After  receiving  his  education  in  the  schools 
of  Aliddlebrook  and  Staunton  Mr.  Garrison 
learned  the  trade  of  painter  in  his  father's  shop, 
and  in  1884  he  came  to  Texas  to  follow  this  oc- 
cupation. He  spent  the  first  four  years  in 
Erath  county,  anti  in  1888  came  to  the  plains 
country.  Locating  at  Plainview  in  Hale  coun- 
ty, he  prosecuted  a successful  business  in  paint- 
ing, not  only  at  Plainview  but  also  took  con- 
tracts for  w'ork  all  through  that  .section  of  the 
country.  Since  1895  has  been  a resident 
of  Canyon  City.  In  November,  1900,  he  was 
elected  county  and  district  clerk  of  Randall 
county,  was  re-elected  in  1902,  and  served  until 
the  expiration  of  his  second  term,  in  the  latter 
part  of  1904.  In  the  meantime,  in  partnership 
with  C.  N.  Harrison,  he  had  established  the 
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Randall  County  Land  and  Abstract  Conipany 
at  Canyon  City^  to  which  busine,ss,  as  its  presi- 
dent, he  now  give,s  the  larger  part  of  his  time. 
The  firm  has  llie  complete  abstract  books  of 
Randall  county,  and  docs  a large  business  in 
real  estate  and  insurance.  ]\Ir.  Garrisem  is  the 
po.ssessor  of  one  of  the  nicest  ranches  in  the 
P.anliaiulle.  and  idihough  it  niake.s  no  claims  to 
distinction  in  the  matter  of  acreage,  since  it 
comprises  only  six  hundred  and  forty  acres, 
yet  it  is  a model  as  far  as  management  and  pro- 
■lucts  are  concerned.  It  is  situated  twelve 
miles  southwest  of  Canyon  City,  in  Randall 
county,  on  a most  eligitile  location  on  'Ferra 
Blanco  creek.  Mr.  Garri.-on  m.T.kes  a >.pecialty 
of  and  has  established  a reputation  for  his  thor- 
oughhre'l  regislereri  Durhain  cattle,  with  v, liich 
he  has  had  fine  .success. 

]\Ir.  Garrison  affiliates  with  the  Ma.sonic  or- 
der and  with  the  Knight.s  of  Pythias.  He  was 
married  in  Dickens  county,  this  state,  to  Aliss 
Adra  (,'aaan.  and  they  have  two  chil  Iren.  \\'iil- 
iam  I .loyd  and  Beatrice  Erlene. 

JAIilES  HENDON  TADLOCK.  Among 
those  Wise  county  fanners  who  have  adrled  their 
quiet  but  positive  force  to  the  wonderful  work 
of  intenia]  devel'.;>pment  which  h;is  gone  r.>n  here 
for  the  pa.'t  thiny  years  and  vlurse  -uirstantial 
po.sitioii  stands  a.s  a monument  to  iheir  energy,  in- 
dustry and  sobriety  is  James  H.  Tadlock,  of  Chi- 
co, mentioned  as  the  subject  of  this  sketch.  Pass- 
ing from  an  unknown  and  untried  quantity  from 
the  beginning  to  one  tested  and  approved  by'  the 
fires  erf  time  and  with  influence  limited  only  by 
the  bounds  of  his  acquaintance,  he  is  the  peer 
of  his  fellows  and  the  example  of  his  achieve- 
ments stands  out  conspicuously  th.at  the  future 
may  read,  know  and  emulate. 

He  came  west  from  Perry  county,  Alabama, 
W'here  his  birth  occiirred  April  12.  1812,  and 
where  his  father,  Albert  G.  Tadlock,  settled 
in  1832.  Hi.s  father  wa.s  born  in  Edgefield  dis- 
trict, Sttulh  Carolina,  in  ahcml  1808,  .and  was  of 
Sct.itch  and  Irish  blood.  He  marriai  in  Alabama 
about  1833.  IMalinda,  a daughter  of  James 
Boyles,  a Methodi.st  preacher  of  Irish  stock. 
Like  his  father-in-law',  he  held  to  ilethodism, 
was  an  officer  of  his  church  and  a class-leader, 
and  as  a farmer  he  was  successful  in  mal<ing  and 
accumulating  property,  but  the  Civil  War  swept 
much  of  it  away  and  he  passed  away  in  1874. 
aged  sixty-one,  possessed  of  little  estate.  His 
wife  followed  him  two  years  later  and  their  chil- 
dren were:  Adaline,  wife  of  Henry  Herring, 

of  Scott  county.  lUississijtpi ; Cynthian,  who  died 
in  Scott  county,  Mississippi,  in  1903,  as  the  wife 
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of  Jainei  Atherton;  Flavcia,  wife  of  William  M. 
Manley,  of  Cjraysoii  conriiv,  Texa.s;  William 
died  in  the  Confederate  serx’ice  in  i86a ; James 
II.,  of  this  notice;  Cannon,  Webster  and  Martha, 
of  Scott  County,  Mississippi,  the  last  the  wife  of 
Nathaniel  Chestnut;  and  Elisha  T.  and  Jo-sephine 
and  RoL'ert,  nil  of  Scott  county,  Josephine  being 
the  wife  of  William  iM<x)re. 

'vMiile  growing  up  in  his  native  county  James 
H.  Tadlock  acquired  onh  a meager  knowledge 
of  school  hooks  and  he  enlisted  in  the  anny  of 
the  ( ’onfederac}  before  his  twentieth  birthday, 
hi  June.  he  joined  Comjiany  K,  Eleventh 

.Mabama  Infantry,  under  Col.  IMoore  and  went 
with  hi.s  regiment  to  the  .\rni}  of  Xorlhern  ^'ir- 
ginia.  He  reached  the  field  of  operations  the  day 
after  the  Mana.ssas  figdit  and  from  Yorktown  to 
Petcr.'-hurg  he  passed  through  the  horrors  of  war. 
.\mong  the  historic  engagements  of  this  fighting 
army  were:  Jamestown.  Seven  Pines,  from 

Craiiifs'  Mill  to  Alalvcrn  Hill.  Sharjisburg.  Fred- 
erick.'hurg.  ( iettydnirg,  Spotis'.  Ivania,  Chanccd- 
lortiile.  Cold  Harbor,  M'ilderness,  the  de- 
fense of  Richmond,  and.  in  the  works  at  Peters- 
burg, tie  received  his  first  w'ound.  a mitskct  ball 
tltrough  the  left  foot.  In  the  winter  of  1864  he 
r t urned  home  and  was  ncjt  with  the  army  during 
its  Iasi  .stainl  and  surrender  at  Ap])omatto.K. 

For  ,'Cveral  monihs  after  the  war  closed  Mr. 
Tad’oek  wa.s  not  able  to  take  up  civil  pursuits 
h'lt  wlien  he  did  it  was  as  a modest  fanner  wdth 
a new  wife,  a mule,  a -ow  and  pig.s  and  some  few 
houSi  hold  eftVets.  He  had  mere!',  laic!  the  foun- 
dation fur  a start  when,  in  i868,  he  drove 
through  to  .Missi,s-i[ipi.  and  remained  there  two 
\ear.-.  Ho  then  took  up  the  journey  toward 
the  setting  sun  and  settled  in  Butler  county, 
K.an.'as,  He  entered  a tract  of  the  public  do 
main  near  \ugnsta  and  was  occu])iccl  with  its 
reduction  and  im[)rovemcnt  until  1876  when  he 
made  his  final  move,  to  Texas,  tlriving  through 
with  team  and  wagon.  lie  stopped  fir.st  on  the 
east  side  of  the  county  of  Wi.se.  hut  .soon  after- 
w.-.rd  located  on  .Sand  Mats  on  the  west  side 
of  the  county.  There  he  opened  up  a new  farm 
and  the  fourteen  years  that  he  lived  there  made 
much  substantial  prtigre.ss  toward  the  culmina- 
tion of  his  career. 

When  he  arrived  in  M'ise  county  Mr.  Tadlock 
owned  a fair  team,  had  a wdfe  and  four  children 
and  not  as  much  casli  as  he  needed,  for  it  <level- 
ops  tiiat  he  borrowed  money  to  pay  for  the  c>ne 
hmi'ircd  and  eighty  acres  of  land  which  he 
bought.  He  began  by  raising  cotton  an<i  corn 
ami  as  he  got  a spare  ‘‘five”  he  invested  in  a 
yearling.  In  time  he  had  a bunch  of  cattle  and 
hi.s  familiar  brand,  a combination  of  the  capitals 


“J.  II.  T.,”  came  to  be  knowm  over  the  communi- 
Tv  of  ,'^aml  Flats  and  the  west  part  of  Texas. 
Save  for  the  loss  of  some  forty  cows  during 
one  winter  of  short  feed — a misfortune  which 
set  him  back  materially — his  career  has  been  on- 
ward and  upw’ard  to  the  last.  W'ithout  enum- 
erating the  many  landed  accessions  to  his  estate 
his  real  holdings  amounted  to  one  thousand  acres 
and  his  home  on  the  Bullock  survey  was  estab- 
lished in  1891. 

November  2,  1865,  Tadlock  married  Nan- 
cy Stephens,  a daughter  of  Gideon  Stephens. 
Mr.  Stephens  was  a North  Carolinian  and  mar- 
ried a South  Carolina  lady,  Ellen  Arendal,  came 
to  Texas  in  1874,  and  died  in  Grayson  county, 
in  .April,  1879,  his  wdfe  having  passed  away  April 
24,  1863.  They  were  the  parents  of  .Andrew,  of 
Alabama;  ATartha,  who  died  in  Ea.st  Texas  as 
the  wife  of  Frank  Crow ; Elizabeth,  of  Anderson 
county,  Texas,  wife  of  Hugh  Henderson;  Fran- 
ces married  Minor  Crews,  of  Alabaina;  Lewds, 
of  Montgomery  county,  Arkansas;  Mrs.  Tad- 
lock, born,  June  19,  1848;  Arra  K.,  wdfe  of  Tim- 
othy Sexton,  of  Augusta,  Kansas ; Sidney  T., 
of  Wise  county,  Texas;  James  died  unmarried 
and  David  re.sides  in  Cleveland  county,  Oklaho- 
ma ; Alice,  w ho  married  T.ewds  Clark  and  resides 
a.l  .Augusta,  Kansas.  Air.  Stephens  was  married 
a second  time,  his  wdfe  having  been  Flavela  Tad- 
lock. who  bore  ten  children,  only  four  of  whom 
survive,  viz:  Wesley,  of  AVise  county;  Afargaret, 
wife  of  .Alfred  Heath,  of  Grayson  county;  and 
Nathaniel  and  Richard  of  the  same  countv. 

Air.  and  Airs.  'Padlock’s  children  are:  AA'il- 

Hani,  who  died  when  fifteen  months  old ; Albert, 
of  I hico,  marricil  Aliss  Delia  Perry,  her  people 
being  from  AIis.sissippi,  and  they  have  two  chil- 
dren, Jam.es  AI.  and  Sidney;  AA'’alter  married 
Della  Blanton  and  died  at  twenty-five ; Charles, 
of  Tarrant  county,  married  Mary  Golden  and 
has  children,  Geneva  Bell  and  C.  C.;  Alarcus 
lives  on  Sand  Flats,  married  Alinnie  Whatley 
and  lias  issue,  T.  Grady,  Alarvin  W.,  and  James 
Hershell;  Alarvin  and  Margaret,  twdns,  the  lat- 
ter deceased  and  the  fonner  a graduate  of  the 
Fort  AVorth  Medical  College  and  in  charge  of 
St.  Joscph’.s  Hospital  in  Fort  Worth. 

In  politics  the  Tadlocks  are  Democrats  and  in 
religion  Alethodists.  Air.  Tadlock  is  a trustee 
of  the  Chico  church  and  has  sensed  it  in  other 
official  capacities,  and  is  a Alastcr  Ala.son. 

Ten  vear.s  ago  Air.  'Padlock  went  blind  and 
lia<l  an  operation  by  which  an  eye  w’as  saved. 

'P.  Cr.  and  J.  H.  CURLTN.  T.  G.  and  J. 
H.  Curlin  constitute  the  firm  of  Curlin  Broth- 
ers, giiincrs  itf  Nocoiia.  T.  G.  C urlin  was  born 
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in  Tennessee,  January  4,  1848,  his  parents  be- 
ing J.  W and  Amanda  (Baty)  Curlin,  the  for- 
mer a native  of  North  Carolina  and  the  latter 
of  Georgia.  Their  marriage,  however,  wa.s 
celebrated  in  Tennessee.  The  paternal  grand- 
parents were  John  and  Dc>lly  (Perkins)  Cur- 
lin,  who  were  of  Scotch-Irish  <lescent.  John 
Curlin  served  in  the  war’  of  1S12  and  was  a 
prominent  farmer  of  his  locality.  He  removed 
from  North  Carolina  to  western  Tennessee  and 
there  spent  his  remaining  days  as  an  honest, 
upright  agriculturist  and  a devoted  member  of 
the  Baptist  church.  In  his  famih"  were  five 
citildren : J.  J.,  a farmer;  W.  H.,  who  followed 
the  same  pursuit ; John  V. ; !Mrs.  Sophia  Chaml 
ler;  and  Mrs.  Betsey  Jones,  who  after  the  death 
of  her  first  husband  became  Mrs.  Brown. 

John  V.  Curlin  was  reared  in  Tennessee, 
where  he  remained  ffir  a long  period.  He  wa.s 
a mechanic  who  thoroughly  understood  the 
W'orkings  of  machinery  and  was  connected  with 
the  operation  of  a saw  mill  and  a threshing  and 
ginning  business.  At  the  time  of  the  Civil  war 
he  believed  in  the  Union  cause  but  w'hen  the 
southern  states  determined  to  secede  he  en- 
tered the  Confederate  service  and  was  detailed 
for  duty  in  the  commissary  department.  He 
was  also  on  General  Pemberton’s  body  guard 
at  the  siege  of  Vicksburg.  He  owned  many 
slaves  prior  to  the  w'ar  and  the  loss  of  his  prop- 
erty was  a great  financial  blow.  He  was  an 
intelligent  man,  efficient  in  business  life  and 
at  all  times  was  found  true  to  every  trust  reposeil 
in  him.  In  politics  he  was  a Democrat  and 
used  his  influence  for  the  success  of  the  party 
but  never  aspired  tt)  office.  He  held  member- 
ship in  the  Missionary  Baptist  church  and  died 
in  that  faith  in  1893  at  the  age  of  seventy  years. 
He  was  married  four  times.  His  first  wife,  the 
mother  of  qur  subject,  was  Amanda  Baty,  a 
daughter  of  Warren  G.  and  Elvira  (Bache- 
lor) Baty  of  Georgia,  the  latter  a daughter  of 
Alexander  Bachelor,  a prominent  citizen  and 
slave  owner  of  that  state.  Warren  Baty  was 
also  a leading  and  successful  agriculturist  and 
owned  a number  of  slaves.  He  removed  from 
Georgia  to  Tennessee,  where  he  spent  his  re- 
maining days.  He  held  membership  in  the 
Baptist  church.  His  children  were  twelve  in 
number,  namely:  Mrs.  Amanda  Curlin;  Cicero, 
a farmer ; John,  who  died  while  serving  as  a 
soldier  in  the  Civil  war;  Thomas,  who  also  died 
in  the  army ; Cob,  who  was  killed  at  Shiloh ; 
Warren  D.,  who  was  likewise  in  the  army : 
Frank,  who  served  throughout  the  w'ar;  Eva- 
line,  the  wife  of  Dr.  Jones;  Lucy,  the  wife  of 


C.  Mulharen;  Mar_v,  the  wife  of  T,  Rfiynor; 
Elvira  and  Posey,  who  followed  fanning. 

John  V.  and  Amanda  Curlin  became  the 
parents  of  three  children:  T.  G.  of  this  re- 
view; and  William  and  Mary,  vvho  died  in 
childhood.  The  wife  and  mother  died  in  1854 
and  Mr.  Curlin  afterward  married  Naric}'  Bri- 
ley of  a prominent  family  of  Tennessee  and 
a daughter  of  John  Brilev  of  North  Carolina, 
Vidio  removeil  to  Tennessee,  tvhere  ho  lieeaine 
well  known  as  a planter,  owning  a large  tract 
of  land  and  many  sla\  e,‘-.  In  Ins  family  were 
eight  children  : Benjamin,  a farmer  who  served 
in  the  Confederate  army;  Mrs.  Nancy  Cnrlm; 
Mrs.  Eliza  Cc-buni ; I,otiie  ; jes.*;e,  a farmer  w lio 
wa,-.  also  in  the  Civil  war;  lohn,  who  like- 
wise carries  on  agricultural  pur,^^';!t.■- ; Mrs. 
.Mattie  \\  alder;  and  losepli,  a farmer. 

lo  John  A*,  and  Nancy  Curlin  were  born 
two  children:  John  IL,  wlio  is  in  partnership 

with  his  brother,  T,  G.  Curlin ; and  Mrs.  Sally 
(.'(X)k.  The  mother  died  in  1863  while  the  father 
was  rendering  active  service  in  the  Civil  war 
at  Vicksburg.  In  1864  he  married  .Anna  Rawls, 
a (laughter  of  Dr.  Rawls,  a capable  physician. 
Tliere  were  nine  children  by  that  marriage: 
Dolly,  Joseph  V,,  Julia,  Charles  R.,  Amanda, 
Frank  and  three  who  died  in  childhood.  In  fact 
Amanda  is  the  only  one  now  living.  Following 
the  death  of  his  third  wife  Mr.  Curlin  married 
Mrs.  CaiT,  a widow. 

T.  t'l.  and  J.  H.  Curlin  were  reared  under 
the  parental  roof  and  assisted  their  father  in 
masoiirv-  work.  The  former  remained  as  a 
partner  of  his  father  until  thirty  years  of  age 
and  to  some  extent  they  followed  logging  and 
ginning.  In  1884  T.  G.  Curlin  returned  to  his 
own  home  neighborhood  and  was  married  lo 
Miss  IMary  J.  West,  an  estimable  lady  who  was 
horn  in  Tennessee  and  was  a daughter  of  John 
and  Sarah  Ann  (Dickenson)  W'e.st,  the  former 
a native  of  North  Carolina,  while  Mrs.  W’est  l)e- 
longed  to  a prominent  and  honored  family  of 
western  Tennessee,  the  Dickensons  being  wide- 
ly known  and  highly  respected.  John  West 
was  reared  in  the  Old  North  state  but  was  mar- 
ried in  Tennessee  and  in  order  to  provide  for 
his  family  followed  the  occupation  of  farming. 
His  death  occurred  in  Tennessee.  He  had  served 
throughout  the  Civil  war  in  the  Confederate 
army  and  he  was  a devoted  member  of  the 
Primitive  Bapti.st  church,  his  life  being  in  liar- 
mony  with  his  professions.  In  his  family  were 
five  children,  namely:  Mrs.  Mary  J.  Curlin; 

Mrs.  Emma  Compton  ; Mrs.  Ada  Barnes  ; Musa, 
the  wife  of  James  Curlin  ; and  Henry,  a farmer 
and  ginner.  In  1887  Mr.  Curlin  of  this  review 


HISTOKV  OF  NORTH  AND  WEST  TEXAS. 


14  j 

was  called  upon  lo  mourn  the  loss  of  his  wife, 
u ho  died  >'11  the  30th  of  Jamian.%  1887. 
has  never  married  aj^ain.  He  has  one  son, 
Ossie,  who  was  born  in  1887  and  is  now  at- 
leoiling:  school  in  P’ort  Worth,  Texas.  JMrs. 
Curlin  was  a consistent  member  of  the  Mis- 
sionary Baptist  rhurch  and  a mrist  devoted 
wife,  while  her  friends  were  almost  as  numer- 
ous as  her  acquaintances.  Her  many  excellent 
traits  of  character,  her  kindly  aod  charitable 
.'pirit  and  her  benevolent  disposition  won  her  the 
k->ve  oi  all  with  whom  'he  came  in  cuntacl. 

Following  his  marriage  T.  G,  Curlin  con- 
tinued in  the  business  in  which  he  h.ad  formerly 
been  engaged  and  his  time  was  thus  ftassed  un- 
til 1890,  when  he  and  his  iialf-lirother,  J.  H. 
Curlin,  came  to  Texas,  locating  in  Xocona.  In 
1842  he  purchased  a gin  and  also  bought  and 
operated  a thresher,  while  his  partner  pur- 
chased and  of)crates  a farm.  T.  G.  Curlin,  how- 
ever, gives  his  entire  attention  to  the  machin- 
ery Inisiness.  In  1904  they  abandoned  the  old 
gin  and  built  a new  one  supplied  with  modern 
machinery  and  ha\  ing  a capacity  of  sixty  bales 
dailv.  In  the  year  1904  they  put  up  over  two 
thousand  bales  and  tbeir  business  is  proving 
profitable. 

John  H.  Curlin,  tlie  ymimger  brother,  was 
born  November  25,  1856,  and  was  reared  in 
western  Tennessee,  The  brothers  have  worked 
together  during  rhe  greater  part  of  the  business 
life  and  came  to  Texas  together.  They  have 
now  joince]  interests  in  a gin  and  thresher  and 
also  in  Firming  interests. 

Jc’hn  H.  Curlin  was  married  in  Tennessee  to 
lUiss  Ella  Kirkscy.  who  was  born  and  reared 
in  that  state  and  is  a daughter  of  Alexander 
Kirksey  of  Tennessee,  a blacksmith  and  farmer. 
His  children  were:  Mrs.  Mattie  Griffey;  Em- 

ma, who  became  Mrs.  Howard  and  after  the 
death  of  her  first  huslxind  married  a Mr.  Will- 
iams ; Betty,  the  wife  of  R.  Simmons  ; Ella,  now 
Mrs.  Curlin;  iMrs.  Ivlinnie  Ga\';  Laura,  the  wife 
of  Charles  Curlin;  and  .Addie,  the  wife  of  A1 
King.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  H.  Curlin  have  been 
born  three  children  : Cloris,  who  is  attending 

the  State  Normal  School  at  Denton,  Texas ; 
and  illiam  \V.  and  Ernest,  wlio  are  students 
in  the  home  schools.  The  p.areiiis  are  mem- 
bers of  tlte  IMissionary  Bapti.st  church  and  Mr. 
Curliti  is  identified  with  the  Fraternal  Brother- 
hood. Both  T.  G.  and  J.  H.  Curlin  are  well 
known  and  representative  business  men  and 
are  prospering  in  their  undertakings,  having 
establislicd  business  interests  of  importance  to 
the  locality  anil  wliieh  bring  lo  them  a vert'' 
rreilitablc  and  gratifying  success. 


THOMAS  JEFFERSON  CARTWRIGHT. 
Known  in  Tarrant  county  as  a successful  mer- 
chant and  prominent  as  a real  estate  owner,, 
Mr.  Cartwright  re.sides  and  conducts  his  busi-. 
ness  near  Riverside,  northeast  of  Fort  Worth, 
He  was  born  in  Obion  county,  Tennessee,  Oc-- 
tober  28,  1866,  and  his  father,  Will  Cartwright,, 
having  died  in  that  his  native  state  when  hia 
son  Thomas  was  a child,  the  latter  at  the  age- 
of  ten  accompanied  his  mother  to  Texas  and 
settled  in  the  northern  part  of  Tarrant  county. 
Here  they  li\ed  from  1875  to  1883,  and  in  the- 
latter  year  moved  to  Smithfield,  Tarrant  coun- 
ty, where  the  mother,  Mrs.  Delila  (Wood)  Cart- 
wright, still  lives. 

Reared  on  a farm,  Mr.  Cartwright  not  only- 
became  familiar  with  all  the  practical  opera- 
tions of  farming,  but  at  the  same  time  acquired 
that  accurate  knowledge  of  land  values  w’hich 
has  served  him  so  well  in  later  life.  After 
acquiring  his  education  in  the  schools  of  Smith- 
field,  he  engaged  in  farming  in  the  neighbor-' 
hood  of  his  home  town,  and  had  a very'  suc- 
cessful experience  in  that  voc.ation.  In  Febru- 
ary, 1898,  Mr.  Cartwright  embarked  in  the  mer- 
camile  business,  establishing  a small  stock  near 
Riverside,  on  the  Birdville  road,  about  two  and 
a half  miles  northeast  of  Fort  Worth.  This 
is  a well  settled  and  prosperous  community,, 
and  although  he  began  his  business  wdth  a mod- 
est stock,  he  has  gradually  built  up  a large  and 
substantial  trade  drawn  from  the  citizens  of  this 
portion  ot  tlie  count}',  and  in  fact  has  made  a 
signal  success  as  a merchant,  enjoying  the  com- 
plete confidence  of  the  people.  And  this  fact 
is  also  wortliy  of  note  in  his  career,  that  he  is 
a self-ni.'ule  imin,  \vho  began  life  with  nothing 
as  far  as  money  was  concerned,  but  relying 
upon  industry  and  careful  management,  has 
founded  a substantial  business  and  gained  a 
well  deserved  prosperity.  He  now'  owms  valu- 
able property'  intere.sts  in  the  neighborhood  of 
his  home,  and  these  pieces  of  real  estate,  being 
situated  in  a rich  section  and  so  conveniently' 
distant  from  Fort  \N'orth,  are  in  the  midst  of  a 
favorite  suburban  residence  and  consequently' 
are  increasing  in  value  with  every  month. 

Mr.  Cartwright  was  married  in  Tarrant  coun- 
ty, December  23,  i88<y  to  Miss  Dona  Autry',  a 
native  of  Georgia.  They'  have  seven  children: 
Harvey,  Bcrtlia,  lilary  Lou,  Paul,  Georgia,  Ina 
and  Dona.  Mr.  Cartwright  is  a member  of  the 
Methodist  church. 

JUDGE  LINUS  S.  KINDER,  prominent 
lawyer  of  West  Texas,  has  been  identified  with 
the  town  of  Plainview  and  Hale  county  since 
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they  came  into  organized  existence  about  1888. 
He  has  been  elected  to  offices  of  trust,  has  been 
favored  with  an  extensive  legal  business,  and 
in  all  the  activities  of  a busy  and  useful  career 
has  made  a reputation  for  fidelity  to  duty  and 
high  integrity  and  personal  worth. 

He  was  born  in  1865  in  Cape  county,  Mis- 
souri, where  his  family  Were  among  the  very 
earliest  settlers,  and  that  section  of  the  state 
has  been  adorned  by  w'orthy  men  and  women 
of  the  name  for  more  than  a centuiw.  It  is 
stated  that  on  Christmas  day  of  the  j'ear  1800, 
three  years  before  Napoleon  transferred  the 
great  country  w^est  of  the  Mississippi  to  the 
United  States  government,  the  paternal  grand- 
father of  the  present  Judge  Kinder,  w'ho  was 
a native  of  North  Carolina,  crossed  the  Mis- 
sissippi river  at  the  point  where  Chester,  Illi- 
nois, now  stands,  and  continued  thence  on  his 
way  to  Cape  county,  Missouri,  v/here  he  became 
a settler,  first  under  French  dominion  and  later 
under  the  stars  and  stripes. 

Judge  Kinder’s  parents  were  W.  F.  and  Mary 
E.  (Clippard)  Kinder.  His  lather  was  bom  in 
Cape  county,  and  died  in  1902  in  the  adjoining 
county  of  Bollinger.  He  was  a lifelong  mer- 
chant in  Cape  and  Bollinger  counties,  and  was 
a prominent  and  well  known  man  all  through 
southeastern  Missouri.  The  mother,  who  is 
still  living  in  Bollinger  count}’,  was  a native 
of  Nortli  Carolina,  and  her  family  too  were 
among  the  early’  pioneer  settlers  of  Cape 
county. 

After  receiving  a good  public  school  educa- 
tion Judge  Kinder  spent  about  six  years  in 
study'  at  the  Missouri  State  University  at  Co- 
lumbia, at  first  in  tlie  classical  and  scientific 
departments  and  then  in  the  law  department, 
being  graduated  from  tlie  latter  in  1887,  at  the 
age  of  twenty-two.  In  the  same  y’ear  of  his 
graduation  he  came  to  Texas,  and  after  prac- 
ticing law'  for  aw’liile  in  Dallas  county  he  came 
to  Plainv'iew,  Hale,  county,  in  September,  1888. 
The  county  had  been  organized  only  in  the 
preceding  August,  and  he  has  been  identified 
with  it  as  one  of  the  pioneer  law’yers  through- 
out the  subsequent  y’ears.  In  1892  he  wms  elect- 
ed district  attorney  for  the  fiftieth  judicial  dis- 
trict, comprising  thirteen  counties  in  W est 
Texas,  and  in  1894  he  was  elected  without  op- 
position, serving  four  years  altogether.  For 
one  term  he  ser\’ed  as  county'  attorney  of  Hale 
county.  He  is  one  of  the  leading  lawtyers  of 
the  plains  country,  and  has  a large  and  lucra- 
tive practice. 

Judge  Kinder  is  prominent  in  Masonic  work, 
and  has  attained  the  Royal  Arch  degrees  in 


the  order.  In  1890  he  was  the  leader  in  the 
efforts  by’  which  was  organized  at  Plainview  the 
first  Masonic  lodge  in  this  country'  west  of 
Hardeman  county.  Judge  Kinder  -was  married 
at  Plainview  to  Miss  Mary'  L.  Rhodes,  a na- 
tive of  Bollinger  county,  "Missouri,  and  they 
have  two  daughters.  May  and  Lucile. 

EDWIN  T.  READ,  M.  D.,  successfully  en- 
gaged in  the  practice  of  medicine  at  Keller  and 
recognized  as  the  leading  member  of  the  pro- 
fession there,  has  through  his  skill  and  ability 
gained  marked  prestige  and  an  enviable  reputa- 
tion. In  addition  to  his  private  practice  he  is 
serving  as  attending  physician  to  the  Tarrant 
cminty  hospital,  to  wliich  he  was  appointed  in 
November,  1903.  His  residence  in  Texas  dates 
from  1886,  at  which  time  he  look  up  his  abode 
in  Tarrant  county,  living  for  a brief  period 
five  miles  cast  of  Keller,  where  he  practiced 
until  he  took  up  his  abode  in  the  village.  Since 
that  time  he  has  remained  continiionsly  in  Tar- 
rant county  with  the  exception  cf  several  years 
spent  in  Kaufman  county’,  Texas. 

Dr.  Read  is  a native  of  Calhoun  county’,  Ala- 
bama, born  on  the  third  of  December,  1858. 
His  father,  the  Rev.  Edwin  T.  Rc.ad,  D.  D.,  a 
well  known  Baptist  clergy’rnan  of  his  time,  liver] 
and  labored  in  the  ministry'  in  Alabama  and 
was  also  j.'rominent  and  influential  in  public 
affairs  there,  serving  at  one  time  as  a member 
of  the  state  legiskature.  lie  filled  tlic  office  dur- 
ing the  period  of  the  Civil  war  and  he  was  ever 
a man  firm  in  support  of  his  honest  convic- 
tion.s,  his  influence  being  a strong  support  to  the 
truth,  justice  and  right. 

Dr.  Read  was  reared  in  the  county  of  his  na- 
tivity and  after  acquiring  his  preliminary  edu- 
cation contimierl  his  studie.''  in  tlic  stale  nonnal 
school  at  Jacksonville,  .Alabama.  Determining 
upon  a professional  career  as  a life  work  and 
thinking  that  he  would  find  the  practice  of  medi- 
cine congenial,  he  became  a student  in  tlie  Ho.sp'i- 
tal  Medical  College  at  Louis\  ille,  Kentucky’,  in 
1882,  attending  that  institution  for  three  con- 
secutive years,  after  w’hich  he  was  graduated 
with  the  "degree  cf  IM.  D.  in  ]\Iay,  1884.  While 
in  that  institution  he  also  took  a special  course 
ill  phy’sical  diagnosis. 

Subsequent  to  his  graduation  Dr.  Read  locat- 
ed for  practice  at  Germania,  Calhoun  countv, 
Alabama,  where  he  remained  for  a time  and 
then  came  to  Texas,  as  before  stated,  making  his 
home  in  Tarrant  county’  since  1886  and  gradu- 
ally working  his  way’  upward  in  his  profes- 
sion until  he  is  now  recognized  as  one  of  its 
most  capable  representatives  in  this  county. 
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By  coulmucd  icadiiig  and  investigation  he  lias 
kept  in  touch  with  the  progress  made  hv  the 
medical  fraleniity.  He  belongs  ti)  the  Texas 
State  lUedicai  .\ssocialion  and  the  Tarrant 
County  Medical  .Vssociation  and  he  is  local 
examining  physician  for  tlie  Xetv  York  Life 
Tiistirance  Compari}  . for  llie  Maccabees  at  Kel- 
ler and  the  \\  ooihncn  of  the  ^^*orld.  Of  the 
last  named  he  is  a member  and  he  also  belongs 
to  tlie  Masonic  lodge  at  Roanoke. 

in  June.  i888,  Dr.  Read  was  married  to  iMi.s.s 
Xarmy  Price  of  Keller,  Texas,  and  they  have 
four  children;  Mabel,  Pelham.  Edwin  T.  and 
Zoe.  The  doctor  belongs  to  the  Jilissioiiary 
Baptist  church  at  Keller  and  is  a gentleman 
highly  esteemed  and  resjiected  socially,  while 
the  consensus  of  public  opinion  regarding  his 
profc.ssional  abilit}^  is  most  favoraldc  and  he  is 
therefore  enjoying  a large  and  lucrative  prac- 
tice in  his  locality. 

COLOXEL  MARION  .SANSON.  In  the 
history  of  the  liusiness  interests  of  Tarrant 
county  the  name  of  Colonel  Itlarion  Sanson  is 
well  and  favoraldy  known,  for  through  a mini- 
ber  of  tears  he  has  been  one  of  its  leading 
financiers,  progres.sive,  enterprising  and  perse- 
vering. Such  qualities  always  win  success,  and 
to  Mr.  Sanson  they  ha\e  bronghl  a handsome 
competence  as  the  reward  of  his  well  directed 
efforts,  A native  son  of  the  Lone  Star  state,  he 
was  l)om  in  Madison  county,  June  20,  1853,  a 
son  of  R.  P.  and  Susan  (Alauningt  Sanson.  The 
fatlnr  was  born  in  Tennessee,  but  was  one  of 
the  early  jjioneers  to  Texas,  having  located  in 
this  stale  as  early  as  1836,  a short  time  before 
Its  independence  from  ^lexico.  He  first  look 
U[i  his  abode  in  Nacogdoches  count} , but  in  1859 
removed  to  Alvarado  in  Johnson  county,  which 
was  then  <>n  the  frontier,  and  there  he  spent 
the  remainder  of  hi.s  life.  He  was  a successful 
farmer  and  stockman.  His  wife,  who  also  died 
in  Alvarado,  was  a native  i>f  Texas,  her  birth 
occurring  in  Guadalupe  county,  near  where  the 
town  of  (ioiw.ales  is  now  located,  being  the 
daughter  of  Stephen  Planning,  who  was  one  of 
those  obliged  to  tlee  from  hJexicaii  soldiers  in 
the  skirmishing  preceding  the  fight  for  Texas 
indci<endence. 

Mr.  Marion  Sanson  was  reared  to  manhood 
fill  his  father’s’  fanu,  eaily  inured  to  the  duties 
of  a farmer  and  stockman,  and  until  November, 
1902,  his  home  was  at  Alvarado,  Johnson  coun- 
l\  , where  for  many  years  he  \va.s  a prominent 
husiness  man,  still  retaining  many  of  his  inter- 
ests there.  For  a nuinhcr  of  years  pa.st  he  has 
iieen  interested  in  the  lianking  business,  in  oil 


mills  and  in  the  live  stock  trade,  being 
president  of  the  local,  oil  mill  company, 
an  officer  in  a hank,  connected  with  other 
business  enterprises  and  owning  a fine 
farm  and  stock.  In  November,  i<)02,  Mr. 
Sanson  took  up  his  abode  in  Fort  Worth,  and 
from  that  time  on  has  been  enlarging  his  busi- 
ness connections  here.  In  1903,  in  connection 
with  the  Swift  and  Armour  packing  house  in- 
terests, he  Organized  and  became  the  first  presi- 
dent of  the  Stock  Yards  National  Bank  in  North 
•Fort  W'orth.  Init  resigned  this  position  in  Jan- 
uary, 1905,  although  he  still  retains  a director- 
ship in  the  institution.  Lie  is  also  a director  of 
the  Stale  National  Bank  of  Fort  \Vorth ; a 
member  of  the  firm  of  Cassidy- Southwestern 
Commission  Company,  live  stock  commission- 
ers in  North  Fcirt  Yharth  ; also  a member  of  the 
firm  of  M.  Sanson  & Company,  wholesale  deal- 
ers in  hay,  grain  and  feed  at  N’orth  Fort  Worth  ; 
and  president  of  the  Fort  Worth  Live  Stock 
Commission  Company  of  Kansas  City.  De- 
pending upon  his  own  resources,  Mr.  Sanson 
has  been  steadily  advancing  to  a place  of  promi- 
nence both  in  the  commercial  and  political  cir- 
cles of  Fort  \\  orth,  which  city  owes  much  to 
him  on  account  of  his  connection  with  her  busi- 
nes.s  intere.st.s. 

While  residing  in  Alvarado  he  was  ni.arried  to 
Miss  Eliza  Povvel,  she  being  a daughter  of 
Rev.  John  Povvel,  a noted  minister  in  the  earlier 
days,  well  known  in  Louisiana  and  Texas.  They 
have  three  children — Mrs.  Winnifred  Schultz, 
Marion  Sanson.  Jr.,  and  X’ina  Sanson.  At  his 
old  home  in  Johnson  county  Mr.  Sanson  was 
prominent  in  politics,  never,  however,  as  an  of- 
fice seeker  but  in  managerial  and  advisory  ca- 
pacities. He  has  been  for  a number  of  years 
the  chairman  of  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the 
Texas  Agricultural  and  Mechanical  College, 
and  W’as  at  one  time  the  mayor  of  Ah'arado. 
He  is  a Knight  Templar  Mason,  and  a member 
oi  Ben  Hur  Temple  of  the  Mystic  Shrine  at 
Dalla.s,  and  is  also  a member  of  the  Knights 
of  Pythias  and  Odd  Fellows  fraternity.  In  all 
interests  he  has  been  eminently  practical,  and 
this  has  not  onh’^  manifested  it,self  in  his  husi- 
ness undertakings,  but  akso  in  private  and  social 
life. 

HON.  WILLIAM  LAFAYETTE  BLAN- 
TON. Prominent  as  a representativ'e  of  the 
Texas  bar  and  one  of  the  most  influentially  active 
members  of  the  state  legislature,  Hon.  W.  L. 
Blanton,  of  Gainesville,  w'as  born  at  LTnionville, 
Bedford  county,  Tennessee,  December  28,  1851. 
A career  of  unusual  usefulness  both  from  a pub- 
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lie  and  individual  standpoint  has  been  afforded 
him,  and  thirty  years  of  practice  at  Gainesville 
has  given  him  prestige'  as  a leader  of  the  North 
Texas  legal  fraternity. 

Well  anchored  in  the  past  as  well  as  in  the 
present,  Mr.  Blanton  comes  of  a family  whose 
connections  are  of  historic  interest  and  the  w-onh 
and  integrity  of  whose  individual  members  have 
been  rigidly  upheld  for  many  generations.  He  is 
a son  of  Captain  William  C.  and  Elizabeth  (Til- 
ford)  Blanton,  of  an  old  Tennes.see  family.  His 
father,  born  in  Tennessee  in  1817,  was,  ])rior 
to  1861,  largely  engaged  in  the  manufacture 
of  wagons  and  buggies,  and  thereby  became 
wealthy.  Durii^  the  war  he  organized  a com- 
pany and  captained  the  same  in  the  Twenty-third 
Tennessee  Infantry,  After  the  war  he  served  as 
tax  collector  of  Bedford  county  twm  terms,  was 
county  trustee  one  term,  and  died  at  Unionvillc. 
in  October,  1887,  one  of  the  most  esteemed  and 
universally  admired  citizens  of  that  part  of  the 
stare.  He  was  a Master  Mason,  an  Odd  Fellow 
and  a member  of  the  Methodi.st  church.  Tlie 
Blantons  came  to  Tennessee  from  Virginia, 
grandfather  Meredith  Blanton  having  been  born 
in  Lynchburg,  that  state.  As  a soMier  in  the 
war  of  1812  he  had  been  wounded  and  for  many 
years  was  a pensioner.  lie  lived  to  tlie  e.xtreme 
age  of  ninety-four,  passing  away  in  1874,  while 
his  wife,  Nancy  (Cri.sp)  Blanton,  of  Scotch- 
Irish  ancestry,  died  at  the  age  of  ninety.  Captain 
Blanton’s  wufe  was  born  in  Bedford  county,  Ten- 
nessee, and  died  at  Union ville  in  1895. 

Mr.  Blanton  spent  his  early  youth  in  his  native 
county,  receiving  his  education  in  Unionville 
Academy,  He  gained  entrance  into  the  legal  pro- 
fession entirely  by  his  own  efforts,  and  inde- 
pendence, resourcefulness  and  industrious  appli- 
cation have  been  the  qualities  v.  liich  have  brought 
him  to  the  front  in  his  career.  In  1870  he  came 
to  Texas,  being  then  a youth  of  nineteen,  and 
since  1873  has  been  permanently  located  at 
Gainesville.  He  took  up  his  law  studies  in  the 
office  of  his  brother.  Judge  Elisha  .A.  Blanton, 
who  had  come  to  Texa.s  in  the  same  .year  with 
him.  lie  passed  satisfactory  examinations  and 
w'as  admitted  to  the  bar  in  January,  1874,  and  in 
the  followdng  March  began  practice  at  Henrietta, 
Oay  county,  where,  however,  he  remained  only 
one  year,  returning  then  to  Gainesville.  In  1880 
he  W'as  elected  the  first  city  attorney  of  Gaines- 
ville after  the  formation  of  its  city  government, 
and  by  subsequent  elections  he  served  in  that 
capacity  six  years.  Formerly  he  wms  a law  part- 
ner of  Judge  J.  M.  Wright,  and  is  now  asso- 
ciated with  T.  M.  Bosson  in  the  strong  firm  of 


Blanton  N Bosson,  whose  general  law  ])raci.ice  is 
one  of  the  best  in  this  part  of  the  state. 

In  11/.H  Mr.  Blanton  w'as  elected  a representa- 
tive in  the  Twenty-ninth  Texas  legi.slrUure.  and 
the  reamd  he  has  made  in  that  honorable  body 
shows  how  well  he  de.served  the  confidence  of 
the  people  at  the  polls  and  also  proves  the  value 
of  a man  of  first-rlas.s  ability  and  broad  knowl- 
edge in  the  halls  of  slate  legislation.  lie  is  a 
member  of  the  judiciary  committee  _\'o.  i.  per- 
haps the  most  important  comtuiuee  of  the  house, 
and  also  of  the  ccmuuittees  on  private  corpora- 
tions, cm  state  affairs,  rmuiicipal  corjKjrations,  and 
stock  and  stock-raising,  llis  most  noteworthy 
work  in  the  session  was  as  joint  author  of  the  well 
known  Bank  Bill,  called  the  Webh-Siiaiinon-Blati- 
ton  Rank  Bill,  which  [iroviclcs  for  the  establish- 
ment of  state  banks  (which  do  not  now  exist  in 
Texas),  with  capitals  from  ten  to  fifty  thousand 
dollars ; also  providing  for  savittgs  banks  and 
mist  romp.anies,  the  object  being  to  provide  bank- 
ing iixstitutions  that  can  h.andle  matters  tnitside  of 
the  jurisdiction  of  national  banks,  thus  facilitat- 
ing business,  and  also  for  tlie  promotion  of  thrift 
ami  economy  ari.sing  from  the  establishment  of 
savings  liank.s.  Tliis  bill  passed  both  house  and 
senate.  A'fr.  Blanton  also  introduced  in  the  house 
a pure-food  bill,  a mea.sure  of  conceded  value  to 
the  people  of  tlie  .state,  and  which  was  passed  by 
the  house  and  favorably  re|x>rted  in  the  senate, 
but  failed  of  final  passage,  being  crowded  (lut  in 
the  closing  rush.  Another  measure  introduced 
Irv  Mr.  Blanton  and  passed  is  the  cocaine  bill, 
regulating  the  sale  of  narcotics,  cocaine  and  mor- 
phine. .An  irn])ortarit  measure  which  he  prcjiared 
and  secured  its  passage  through  the  hfiuse,  but 
which  failed  to  get  through  the  sen.nfe,  wa.s  the 
bill  to  regulate  the  s.ale  and  redemption  of  rail- 
road tickets,  the  object  being  to  lessen  the  re- 
strictions and  teclinicalitie.s  attached  to  railroad 
tickets,  providing  for  tlic  redemption  of  unused 
portions  of  tickets  and  making  them  good  for  use 
by  any  one.  This  is  a much  needed  law,  and  if 
placed  on  the  statute  hooks  would  confer  irameas- 
urahle  benefit  upon  the  great  traveling  public. 

Octolier  7.  iS8,-|,  Mr.  Blanton  married  Aliss 
Sarah  E.  Allen,  of  St.  Louis.  She  was  the  daugh- 
ter of  George  O.  and  Julia  O.  (Whitney)  .Mien, 
both  representing  old  and  prominent  American 
families.  Her  fauher  was  born  in  Boston  in  1826, 
accompanied  his  parents  to  St.  Louis  in  1S38, 
and.  becoming  an  architect  by  profession,  planned 
and  built  some  of  the  handsomest  edifices  of  St. 
i .ouis.  Tie  died  in  that  city  in  1870.  leaving  two 
children.  Airs.  Blanton  and  Rev.  Lyman  W.  Al- 
len. The  latter,  a graduate  of  Princeton  and  for 
several  years  pastor  of  a Presbyterian  church  in 
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St.  Louis,  is  now  pastoral  head  of  the  South  Park 
Presbyterian  church,  the  most  prominent  con- 
gregation of  that  denomination  in  Newark,  New 
Jersey,  and  he  now  ranks  among  the  leading 
divines  of  the  Presbyterian  church  in  this  coun- 
tr)\  -Vlrs.  Blanton’s  mother,  who  married  George 
O.  .Mien  in  New  York  City  in  1853,  wa.s  a daugh- 
ter of  Rev.  Dewey  and  IMildred  R.  (Thornton) 
Whitne'-.  Her  father,  a graduate  of  Yale  and 
abso  a Pre.sbyterian  clergyman,  was  born  in  Marl- 
borough. \ ermont,  and  wa.s  the  .son  of  Jonas 
M'liitney,  a soldier  of  the  Revolutionary  War; 
while  her  mother,  Mildred  Thornton,  was  a 
daughter  of  Colonel  William  Thornton,  of  Vir- 
ginia, a .soldier  in  the  war  of  i8[2.  Mrs.  Blanton 
was,  through  her  ancestral  connections,  a mem- 
ber of  the  Daughters  of  the  Americ.an  Revolution. 
She  attended  school  in  St.  Louis,  and  was  a wo- 
man of  high  intellectual  ideals  and  a factor  in  so- 
cial affairs  in  her  hom.e  city.  Itirs.  Blanton  died 
Augtist  2,  iiaos. 

JAMES  E.  DALE,  rcprc.senting  an  honored 
family  cd‘  'Fexas  and  widely  known  as  a promi- 
nent cattle  rancher,  was  born  in  Jasper  county, 
iMis.souri,  .■Augu'^t  9.  1S58.  His  parents  were 
John  B.  and  Sarah  (Ilaisell)  E>ale,  both  of 
whom  were  natives  of  Tenne.ssee,  their  mar- 
riage being  celebrated  in  Mi.ssouri.  The  jiater- 
nal  grandparents  were  Thomas  and  Eliza  iBur- 
ris)  Dale,  the  former  a native  of  Tennessee,  and 
the  latter  of  Kentucky.  The  grandfather  was  a 
soldier  of  the  war  of  1812  and  he  renioverl  from 
Tennessee  to  l\Ii.ssoiiri  when  it  was  a new  coun- 
try, in  which  the  work  oi  improvement  and 
upbuilding  had  scarcely  been  begun.  He  be- 
came a prominent  fanner  and  .slave  owner 
here  and  he  exerted  consideral)le  influence  in 
matters  of  local  moment.  His  political  allegi- 
ance was  given  to  the  Democracy  and  he  filled 
a number  of  official  positions  and  'was  also 
widely  known  and  highly  respected  because  of 
liis  relialiility  in  every  relation  of  life.  He  was 
regarded  a.s  one  of  the  .solid  men  of  the  county 
financially  lint  during  the  period  of  the  Civil 
war  he  lo.st  heavily  a.s  the  result  of  the  disasters 
and  adxcrsities  caused  by  the  struggle.  Sub- 
sefinenily  he  removed  to  Tersas.  where  he  and 
his  wife  both  died.  He  was  eighty-five  and 
she  seveut_v-five.  They  were  consistent  mem- 
bers of  the  Christian  churcli  and  their  lives  were 
permeaied  by  their  religitnis  faith.  In  their 
family  were  the  following  named:  John  B.; 
Janie:',  vho  dieil  in  Texas;  Thomas,  who  was 
killed  V.  hill  .'cri  ing  in  the  Confederate  army  in 
the  Civil  war,  and  he  served  as  sheriff  in  Jas- 


per county,  IMissouri;  Mrs.  Jettie  Burton;  and 
Mrs.  Martha  McFatridge. 

John  B.  Dale  tvas  reared  and  educated  in 
Tenne.ssee  and  accompanied  his  father's  fam- 
ily on  their  removal  to  Missouri.  Following 
his  marriage  he  began  the  struggle  of  life  upon 
his  own  account  in  that  state.  He  was  engaged 
at  various  times  in  merchandising,  farming, 
mining  and  trading,  and  was  the  first  to  open 
up  lead  mines  at  Granby,  Missouri,  and  started 
the  first  lead  mines  in  Missouri.  He  continued  in 
trading  operations  until  after  the  breaking  out  of 
the  Civil  war,  when  he  volunteered  his  services 
in  General  Joe  Shelby’s  brigade.  He  was  detailed 
by  his  general  to  .serve  on  his  staff,  in  which  po- 
sition he  served  throughout  the  hostilities. 

He  underwent  all  the  deprivations  and  hard- 
ships that  were  meted  out  to  a soldier  and  not 
only  suffered  upon  the  field  of  battle  but  his 
property  in  ^Missouri  was  also  confiscated  and 
his  fortune  gone.  I'he  family  suffered  so  great- 
ly in  that  locality  that  in  1863  they  left  Mis- 
souri and  came  to  TeJcas,  first  settling  in  Col- 
lin county,  while  subsequent  to  the  w^ar  the}' 
removed  to  Fannin  county.  Mr.  Dale  had  lost 
everything  save  his  strong  determination  to 
overcome  the  difficulties.  His  first  effort  was 
the  building  of  two  bridges  under  contract,  af- 
ter whicli  he  engaged  in  merchandising  at  La- 
donia.  .Subsequently  he  built  a flour  mill,  saw- 
mill and  cotton  gin  and  operated  here  for  a 
number  of  years  with  a gratifying  measure  of 
.succes.s.  Suh.sequentlv  he  ab.andoned  mer- 
chandising and  gave  his  attention  to  the  cat- 
tle business,  inirchasing  large  herds  of  cartle 
which  he  drove  to  IMi.s.souri  and  Ohio  and  .sold 
for  feeding'  purposes.  He  continued  in  that 
business  for  a number  of  years  and  was  quite 
a successful  trader.  He  afterward  engaged  in 
feeding  cattle  for  himself  in  Texas,  giving  his 
time  and  attention  to  that  work  for  a number 
of  years,  conducting  his  ranching  operations  in 
connection  with  his  son,  James  E.  They^  pur- 
chased two  large  ranches,  comprising  thirty'- 
five  thousand  acres,  and  in  1900  the  Dale  Land 
&'  Cattle  Company  was  incorporated  with  the 
father  as  president  and  Jame.s  E.  Dale  as  gen- 
eral manager.  They'  are  not  only'  extensively' 
engaged  in  raising  and  feeding  cattle,  but  are 
also  largely  raising  wheat,  oats  and  corn  and 
■Milo  maize.  In  tire  two  ranches  there  are 
over  two  thousand  acres  under  cultivation  and 
success  has  attended  the  enterprise  almost  from 
the  beginning.  There  has  r^ver  been  a com- 
plete failure  in  crops  and  Mr.  Dale  regards 
this  as  a safe  cotton  country.  It  is  alway's 
possible  to  raise  plenty  for  the  support  of  the 
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family  and  stock  and  Texas  g:ives  promise  of 
still  greater  development  and  progress  in  the 
future.  Clay  counW  is  one  of  the  coinpara- 
tively  new  counties  of  the  commonwealth  but 
its  possibilities  are  being  rapidly  demonstrated 
and  it  gives  good  returns  for  the  care  and  labor 
bestowed  upon  field  and  pasture  here.  Mr. 
Dale  has  never  failed  to  raise  a good  corn  crop 
and  is  thereby  enabled  to  fatten  his  hogs  for 
the  market. 

John  B.  Dale  has  always  made  his  home  in 
Bonham,  rvhere  he  yet  resides,  and  in  addition 
to  his  agricultural  interests  he  is  engaged  in 
merchandising.  He  is  now  in  his  eightieth 
year,  a hale  and  hearty  man,  who  in  spirit  and 
interests  is  yet  in  his  prime.  He  is  a stanch 
Democrat,  believing  firmly  in  the  principles  of 
the  party,  and  while  in  Missouri  he  represented 
his  district  in  the  state  legislature  but  since 
coming  to  Texas  has  always  avoided  office.  He 
is  a broad-minded  man,  actir  e and  enterprising, 
a capable  financier,  practical  and  progressive  in 
his  business  methods,  and  a man  of  wide  and 
favorable  acquaintance,  commanding  the  con- 
fidence and  respect  of  all  with  whom  he  has 
come  in  contact.  He  is  a consistent  member  of 
the  Christi.an  church.  In  icpo  he  w-as  called 
upon  to  mourn  the  loss  of  his  wife,  who  was  a 
daughter  of  John  Halsell,  w'ho  removed  from 
Tennessee  to  Missouri,  where  he  was  a farmer 
and  slave  owner.  In  early  life  he  had  learned 
the  cabinet  maker's  trade.  Subsequent  to  the 
Ci\il  war  he  removed  to  Texas  in  order  to  re- 
cuperate his  fortune  which  had  been  devastated 
through  the  hardships  wrought  by  the  long 
strife.  He  was  too  old  to  enter  the  army  but 
three  of  his  sons  became  Confederate  soldiers. 
After  removing  to  Texas  he  met  with  very 
gratifying  success  in  his  business  affairs  and 
eventuall}'  built  up  a g<K>d  estate.  He,  too, 
was  a devoted  member  of  the  Christian  church. 
In  his  family  were  six  children;  Mrs.  Sar.ah 
Dale;  Martin,  deceased;  Edw’ard,  who  is  living 
in  this  state;  Amanda,  who  died  in  early  life; 
Mary,  the  wife  of  Dr.  Burton ; and  Thomas, 
who  was  killed  in  the  army. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dale  w'cre  born  seven  chil- 
dren: Mary,  the  wife  of  Major  Young;  Mrs. 

Amanda  McQuigg;  Rebecca,  who  died  unmar- 
ried; Sally,  the  wife  of  J.  C.  Nunn;  Thomas,  a 
farmer  and  trader  of  Bonham,  Texas;  James 
E.,  of  this  re\fiew;  and  J.  B.,  who  is  living  in 
Greetmlle,  Texas. 

James  E.  Dale,  whose  name  introduces  this 
review,  spent  the  days  of  his  boyhood  and 
youth  in  his  father’s  home,  attended  the  com- 
mon schools  and  became  his  father’s  assistant 


in  business.  They  have  since  been  associated 
and  he  has  continued  in  his  trading  and  has 
assisted  material^  in  the  development  of  his 
portion  of  Tex;is  and  has  been  a leading  factor 
in  the  upbuilding  of  an  extensive  land  and  cat- 
tle business.  At  the  organization  of  the  Dale 
Land  & Cattle  Company  he  w-as  made  general 
m.anager  and  he  is  making  a success  of  hi.s  work. 
In  addition  to  the  cultivation  of  his  fields  he 
has  large  herds  of  cattle,  also  hogs  and  horses. 
He  owns  a fine  stallion  and  also  a jack  and  in 
his  stock-breeding-  and  stock-raising  has  met 
with  excellent  success.  He  has  given  strict  at- 
tention to  his  business  and  his  intelligence, 
sound  judgment  and  enterprise  are  strong  ele- 
ments in  his  prosperity. 

In  February.  1898,  Mr.  Dale  w'as  united  in 
raarriage  to  Miss  Texas  Talley,  wdio  tvas  born 
in  Bell  county,  this  state,  in  1875,  and  is  a 
daughter  of  B.  T.  and  Susan  (Newton)  Talley, 
both  of  whom  were  natives  of  Tennessee  but 
w-ere  married  at  Bonham,  Texas,  while  subse- 
quently they  settled  on  a farm  in  Bell  county, 
this  state.  Later,  however,  they  returned  to 
Bonham,  where  they  now  reside.  i)Ir.  Talley 
being  a trader  there.  He  had  three  brothers 
who  served  in  the  Confederate  army  in  the 
Civil  war,  Lee.  Allen  and  William,  two  of 
whom  are  in  Texas  and  one  in  the  Indian 
Territory'.  Mrs.  Talley  is  a member  of  the 
Methodist  church.  The  children  in  their  fam- 
ily are:  Mrs.  Dale;  Robert,  who  is  living  in 

Bonham;  Richard,  who  resides  at  Waco;  and 
Parker  and  Henry,  botli  of  whom  live  at  Eon- 
ham,. 

The  home  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dale  has  been 
blessed  with  three  children:  Jack,  born  Feb- 
nirary  25,  tc)c»o;  S;irah.  November  27,  1902:  and 
Donald  E.,  born  January  30,  IQ04.  Mrs.  Dale 
is  a member  of  the  Methodist  church,  Mr. 
Dale  has  never  been  very  active  in  politics, 
preferring  to  confine  his  attention  more  close- 
ly to  his  business  interests,  and  bis  enterprise 
and  keen  sagacity  are  proving  strt)iig  elements 
in  the  success  of  the  Dale  Land  &:  Cattle  Com- 
pany. 

RICHARD  THORP  GOWAN.  The  gen- 
tleman whose  name  introduces  this  brief  rec- 
ord is  the  second  son  of  Garrett  IL  Gowan.  of 
Henrietta,  and  Ifimself  resides  in  the  F'riend- 
ship  settlement  of  Clay  county,  seven  miles 
west  of  Bellevue.  His  large  farm  and  ranch 
was  chiefly  carved  out  of  the  renowned  “UD” 
ranch  situated  on  the  East  Fork  of  the  Little 
Wichita  river,  all  over  which  locality  his  boy- 
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hood  and  vouthful  rarnblings  were  wont  to  oc- 
crir. 

ftecemher  2,  1S73,  Richard  T.  Gowan  was 
li(^rn  on  the  North  Canadian  river,  nine  miles 
from  Enfala,  Indian  Territory,  and  in  October, 
1876,  was  brought  to  Clay  county,  Texas,  and 
grew  up  under  the  protecting  roof  of  a ranch- 
house  that  his  father  hauled,  as  lumber,  from 
Sherman.  The  country  school  gave  him  Iris 
start  toward  an  educaticui,  or  rather  the  village 
school  of  Bellevue  did,  and  his  .'-dvanced  w'c,rk 
m education  was  clone  in  Marrnaduke  Academy, 
Sweet  Spring,',  .Missouri,  where  he  I'mished  his 
course  in  1893.  He  at  once,  upon  leaving  school, 
resumed  his  station  on  the  '‘UD"  ranch,  where 
the  cattle  business  has  always  occupied  his 
time. 

In  ihe  distribution  of  the  historic  old  ranch 
Mr.  Gowan  received  two  sections  in  the  south- 
east corner  of  the  same  and  under  the  shady 
boughs  of  the  native  oaks,  near  its  south  line, 
he  built  his  little  cottage.  By  the  purchase  of 
an  additional  tract  his  domains  embrace  thir- 
teen hurulred  and  ninety-five  acres  of  land, 
fenced,  slocked  ami  partly  fanned.  Like  his 
brother,  he  is  an  occasional  shipper  of  his  own 
'lock  and  his  brand  of  bar  “L’’’  is  a modification 
of  the  brand  which  brought  the  Gow.ans  their 
local  fame. 

December  2.  1896.  Mr.  Gowan  mar- 

ried, in  Gainesville,  Texas.  Mary  Myr- 
tle C rozier,  a daughter  of  .Andrew  and 
vr'-'r;.'!  t I\I;<.ttlie'.vs ! Crazier.  .\lr.  (,'rozicr 
i rune  to  Texas  from  Floydshiirg.  Ken- 
tucky, ill  5859,  and  is  now  a resident  of  Belle- 
vue, Texas.  For  many  years  he  was  connected 
with  the  lumber  interests  of  Lyon  and  Gribble 
iu  Gaine>ville  and  was  married  in  Collin  county, 
Texas.  He  served  in  a Kentucky  regiment  in 
the  Confederate  army  and  returned  to  Texas 
again  soon  after  the  clo.se  of  the  war.  His 
childrcii  are:  J.  Frank,  of  .McKinney,  Texas; 
-Mrs,  Gwwan,  born  in  Collin  county.  Te.xas ; 
amtary  16,  1876,  and  Eltie  D.,  wife  of  Virgil 
larliison,  of  Hereford,  Texas. 

Mr.  and  .Mrs.  Gowan's  children  are:  Will- 
iam Crozicr,  born  .\pril  22,  1898;  Robert  Lee, 
born  January  22,  st)oo.  and  Hattie  I,.ucile,  born 
Novemlier  11,  1903. 

.'vli . Gowan  is  one  of  the  representative  young 
Democrats  of  Clay  county  and  his  enthusiasm 
for  the  candidate  (>f  his  choice  for  local  or  state 
officers  lias  led  him  to  find  spare  time  to  devote 
to  the  active  promotion  of  their  campaigns. 

J A..M r.S  E.  Tl’RNER,  well  known  as  an  agri- 
culturist and  representative  citizen  of  Tarrant 


county,  living  in  the  vicinity  of  Smithfield,  finds 
ample  opportunity  for  the  e.xercise  of  his  native 
talents  and  powers  in  the  supervision  and  con- 
duct of  his  valuable  farming  interests,  w'hich 
are  represented  by  nearly  three  hundred  acres 
of  rich  land.  He  is  a native  of  Marion  county, 
Missouri,  where  his  birth  occurred  on  the  23rd 
of  October,  1842,  his  parents  being  William  and 
Alary  E.  (IMallory)  Turner.  Both  the  father 
and  mother  were  natives  of  A'irginia  and  after 
some  years’  residence  in  Missouri  they  came 
with  their  family  to  Texas  in  1846,  making  the 
jeurney  to  Dallas  county,  where  the3»^  resided 
for  a number  of  years.  In  1856  they  came  to 
Tarrant  countv , tlie  family  home  being  estab- 
lished about  ten  miles  northea.st  of  Fort  Worth 
when  this  was  a pioneer  district  in  which  the 
work  of  improvement  and  progress  had  scarce- 
ly been  begun.  Thev  aided  in  reclaiming  the 
wild  laiiil  for  the  purposes  of  civilization  and 
their  labors  were  a pr.actical  element  in 
the  genera!  growth  and  improvement  of  the 
locality.  William  Turner  remained  upon  the 
homestead  farm  there  until  his  death,  which 
occurred  on  the  28th  of  September,  1878,  and 
wnich  occasioned  widespread  regret  because  he 
iiad  endeared  himself  to  many  friends  ivho  rec- 
ognized his  loyalty  to  principle  and  his  devo- 
tion to  friendship  as  well  as  to  the  ties  of 
home  life.  Of  his  family  two  sons  yet  survive, 
Jame.s  E.  and  William  H..  the  latter  a resi- 
dent of  Comanche  county,  Oklahoma. 

James  E.  Turner,  whose  name  introduces 
this  review,  was  only  four  years  of  age  when 
brought  by  his  parents  to  Texas,  and  his  y'oiith 
was  largely  passed  upon  his  f:ither'’s  farm  in 
larr.ant  countv.  where  he  early  became  famil- 
iar with  the  duties  and  labors  that  devolve  up- 
on the  agriculturist.  In  e.arly  life  he  also 
learned  the  blacksmith  trade  and  for  thirty 
years  conducted  a smithy  on  the  farm  where 
he  now  lives.  In  addition  he  cultivated  the 
fields  in  successful  manner  and  for  several 
years  he  was  engaged  in  carry  ing  on  a hard- 
ware business  in  Smithfield.  He  was  indebt- 
ed to  the  early  subscription  schools  of  Dallas 
anu  Tarrant  counties  for  the  educational  priv- 
ilegms  aflfordcil  him,  but.  jicssessing  an  observ- 
ing eye  and  retentive  memory,  he  abided  cuii- 
tinaally  to  his.  knoivledgc  and  practical  e.xpcr- 
ieiice  bn>uglu  him  many  valuable  lesson.s. 
Moreover  he  found  that  earnest  and  persistent 
lalior  constitutes  the  basis  of  all  honorable  suc- 
cess and  to  his  energv  and  enterprise  he  has 
looked  for  the  prosnerity  which  is  the  goal  of 
all  business  endeavor. 
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On  the  20lh  of  May,  1866,  Mr.  Turner  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Mary  E.  Paschal  1, 
who  was  born  on  the  first  of  February,  1844, 
in  Weakley  county,  Tennessee.  She  was  a 
daughter  of  Patman  F.  and  Rebecca  (Kendrick) 
Paschall,  tire  former  a native  of  Tennes.see,  bom 
in  1821,  and  the  latter  of  Kentucky,  born  June 
4,  1828.  With  her  parents  she  came  to  Texas 
when  a maiden  of  about  twelve  summers,  the 
family  home  being  established  in  Kaufman 
county  amid  pioneer  surroundings,  and  there 
Mrs.  Turner  rvas  reared  to  womanhood.  She 
was  bom  February  i,  1844,  and  the  vear  of  the 
removal  of  the  family  to  Texas  was  1856.  Her 
father  died  when  eighty-two  years  of  age  in  the 
eastern  part  of  this  state,  while  her  mother 
passed  away  in  Kaufman  county,  aged  thirty- 
six  years.  Mrs.  Marr^  Turner,  mother  of  our 
subject,  now  resides  with  him  upon  the  home 
farm  near  Smithfield  and  on  the  i6th  of  De- 
cember, 1905,  she  will  have  attained  lo  tlic 
very  advanced  age  of  eighty-six  3’-ears.  She  is 
one  of  the  worthy  pioneer  women  of  this  sec- 
tion and  has  for  a number  of  }^ears  been  i 
widow,  her  husband,  William  Turner,  having 
departed  this  life  in  the  scvcntr^-cighth  year  of 
his  age.  Five  children  graced  the  marriage  of 
our  subject  and  his  wife;  Charles  E.,  who  is 
now  living  at  Mineral  Wells,  Texas;  Mary  A., 
the  wife  of  J.  H.  Clark  of  Clarendon,  this  state  : 
Sarah  E.,  the  w'ife  of  Dr.  W.  S.  French,  a well- 
known  phc'sician  of  Republic.  .Missouri;  W’ill- 
iam  J.,  whose  home  is  in  Tarrant  countc';  and 
I ucy  R.,  the  wife  of  Walter  Crane  of  Smith- 
field,  Texas. 

Since  the  fall  of  1871  James  E.  Turner  has 
resided  upon  the  farm  which  he  j^et  makes  his 
home.  He  is  one  of  the  representative  agricul- 
turists of  the  community,  carefully  conducting 
his  business  interests  which  now  return  to  him 
a gratifying  income  annually.  Interested  in 
all  that  pertains  to  the  general  welfare,  his  aid 
and  co-operation  have  been  given  to  movements 
for  the  public  good  and  he  is  esprcialh’  strong 
in  his  advocacy'  of  the  public  schools  sy'stcni.  He 
belongs  to  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church. 
South,  of  Smithfield,  and  he  saw  military  ser- 
vice in  the  Civil  w'ar,  being  for  four  years  a 
member  of  the  Confederate  army',  during  wdiich 
time  he  took  part  in  several  minor  battles  and 
in  many  skirmishes,  continuing  with  his  regi- 
ment until  the  close  of  hostilities.  There  are 
many  elements  in  his  life  record  w'ell  worthy 
of  emulation  and  the  strong  characteristics  of 
an  honorable  manhood  constitute  him  a valued 
citizen  of  Tarrant  county. 


JOHN  D.  DUXCAX.  A genlltman  well  and 
favorably  known  to  the  citizenship  of  Belle- 
vue and  one  whose  career  in  Clay'  county  has 
been  filled  with  deeds  accomplished  in  the 
course  of  an  honorable  and  industrious  liveli- 
hood, is  he  whose  name  is  presented  in  the  in- 
troduction to  this  article.  Coming  to  the  state 
in  i88j,  poor  in  |>urse  but  rich  in  the  physical, 
mental  and  .'jiiritua!  qualitie.s  necessary  to 
every  successful  and  worthy  citizen,  he  set,  un- 
(onscionsly.  to  the  task  of  carving  for  himself 
and  his  dependents  a modest  and  comfortable 
abidiiig-jilace  and  the  e.st.ahli.shment  01  a good 
name  and  a character  above  reproach.  How  well 
he  has  done  in  the  achievement  of  his  early'  am- 
bitions, the  unrecorded  testimony'  of  a com- 
niunity  of  friends  will  suffice  to  reveal. 

May  3,  1856,  John  B.  Duncan  wa.s  born  io 
Cobb  county',  Georgia,  wdiere  his  father,  Perry 
Duncan,  settled  as  an  emigrant  from  the  state 
of  South  Carolina.  The  latter  w'as  born  in 
1809,  was  a husbandman  and  w'as  killed  while 
.serving  in  the  Confederate  army',  in  1865.  His 
ancestors  were  of  Scotch-Insh  origin  and  his 
forefathers  settled  in  North  Carolina,  from 
wUence  his  father,  Samuel  Duncan,  migrated 
lo  South  Carolina,  finally  settling  in  tdeorgia, 
where  his  death  occurred  at  the  great  age  of 
ninety'-seven  y'ears. 

Perry  Duncan  married  Sallie  Bly',  who  sur- 
vived him  four  y'ears  and  died  at  forty'-eighi 
years  of  age.  Their  sons  and  daughters  were: 
Georgie,  unmarried  and  rcsidins;  with  our  sub- 
ject: Robert  J.,  who  died  in  California,  leav- 

ing a family  ; Virginia,  who  died  in  Beller  ue, 
as  Mrs.  '1'.  M.  Donnor,  leaving  tw'o  children; 
John  B.,  of  this  notice;  ,-Mvin,  who  died  with- 
out issue;  Susan,  wnfe  of  William  Johnson, 
of  Bellevue;  and  Mark,  of  Fort  Wrth,  Texas. 

In  his  youth  John  B.  Duncan  learned  the 
necessity'  and  importance  of  labor  and  when 
y'oung  he  learned  the  trade  of  stationary'  en- 
gineer and  at  thirteen  y'ears  old  took  charge  of 
an  engine  in  a gold  mine  in  his  native  connty 
in  Georgia.  His  trade,  in  the  main,  has  firo- 
vided  him  with  a livelihood  through  life  and 
W'hen  he  reached  Clay  county  from  Cherokee 
county,  Georgia,  his  first  work  was  that  of  run- 
ning the  waterworks  pump  of  the  Fort  Worth 
and  Denver  City'  Railway'  Company,  at  Belle- 
vue, which  w'ork  has  ever  .since  been  in  his 
charge. 

Seeing  the  nccessitv'  of  a gin  in  the  new 
town  of  Bellevue  in  1884,  Mr.  Duncan  built  a 
two-stand  plant  and  operated  it  until  the 
amount  of  cotton  raised  and  tributary  to  this 
point  was  in  excess  of  the  capacity  of  the  gin 


HISTORY  OF  NORTH  AND  W EST  TEXAS. 


^50 

when  it  was  remodeled  and  increased  to  dou- 
ble its  original  size.  This  plant  he  operated  in 
compan\'  with  Mr.  Webb  until  February,  1901, 
when  he  exchanged  his  interest  in  the  gin  for 
land  and  is  now  the  proprietor  of  more  than 
a seel  Kill  of  rich  and  productive  soil  near  his 
little  town.  He  owns  a conimodicms  home  on 
one  of  the  conspicuou.s  sites  of  the  village,  and, 
lying  adjacent  to  it,  is  a tract  of  a little  more 
than  a quarter  section  of  his  land. 

Mr,  EHincan  was  ttnited  in  marriage,  in 
Cherokee  county,  Georgia,  with  IMiss  Eunice 

ood.  The  cerenionv  was  performed  by  Rev. 
.Akeman,  at  tiie  home  of  Enoch  and  Sallie 
(Caniey)  Wood,  the  lirideV  parents.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  \ V ood  were  South  Carolina  people  and 
both  are  deceased,  leaving  ehildren,  viz:  .Ada- 
line,  wife  of  George  Fredonby,  of  Rome,  Geor- 
gia ; John,  who  died  at  Rome,  lea\  ing  a family 
there:  lilary  and  Columbus,  of  Cartersville, 
Georgia  ; Napoleon,  of  Navajo,  Oklahoma  ; Mrs. 
Duncan,  born  September  27,  1862;  Amanda, 

wife  of  Levi  Godfrey,  and  James  and  Emma, 
of  Cartersville;  Warren,  of  Hartshorn.  Indian 
Territory,  and  Ella,  of  Hartshorn,  wife  of  Ed 
Grady. 

iVir.  and  Airs.  Duncan's  children  arc;  Mason, 
who  died  in  1890  at  ten  years  of  age;  Ida,  l>orn 
18S.5:  Freddie,  born  i88.j.  died  the  next  year; 
A'iiliam  liorn  Februar}'  27,  1885;  John, 
Alarch  1,  1887;  Alay  and  Fa\'.  October  9, 
1889,  twins — the  latter  deceased;  Mark 

Grady,  January  5.  1892;  Annie,  JuD  30, 

1894;  Amos;  Lucy.  October  27,  1899, 

and  R.  J.,  April  26,  1902.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Duncan  were  married  Alay  q,  1S79,  their 
quarter  of  a century  of  married  life  has  conse- 
quently been  celebrated.  They  have  reared, 
and  arc  rearing,  their  children  to  become  use- 
ful and  honorable  men  and  women  and  all  are 
happily  ensconced  under  the  parental  rcrof. 

W ILLIAAI  W.  TRIFFET,  a retired  mer- 
chant of  Fort  Worth  but  still  actively  connect- 
ed with  mercantile  interests  in  Altus,  Greer 
county,  Oklahoma,  is  better  known  in  the  for- 
mer city  as  Buck  Trippet,  by  which  name  he  is 
recorded  in  the  city  directory.  He  has  lived 
in  Fort  Worth  since  i8ti8  and  is  one  of  the 
prominent  representatives  of  commercial  life 
here.  A native  of  Missouri,  his  birth  occurred 
near  Versailles,  Morgan  couritv,  August  iG, 
1843,  parents  being  .Aaron  and  Martha 
(Ingram)  Trijjpet,  The  father  belonged  to  an 
old  Virginiaii  family  and  at  an  early  day  be- 
came a resident  of  Missouri.  Throughout  his 


entire  life  he  has  followed  merchandising  and 
now  at  an  advanced  age  he  is  still  conducting 
a mercantile  enterprise  at  Waxaliachie,  Texas. 
For  more  than  sixty  years  he  has  been  selling 
goods,  and  his  business  record  is  a most 
creditable  one.  He  began  merchandising  in 
Versailles,  Missouri,  and  subsequenth'-  con- 
tinued business  in  the  same  line  in  Osceola,  SL 
Clair  county,  that  state.  Soon  after  the  war 
he  arrived  in  Texas.  His  resources  had  all 
been  swept  away  by  the  depredations  of  Gen- 
eral Jim  Lane  in  southwestern  Missouri,  but 
here  he  made  a new  start  and  he  has  prospered 
as  the  years  have  gone  by.  His  wife,  who  was 
born  in  Alabama,  is  now  deceased. 

Mr.  Trippet  of  this  review,  like  his  father, 
has  devoted  his  life  to  merchandising.  He  was 
associated  with  him  in  business  until  about  ten 
year.s  prior  to  the  Civil  war,  w'hen  they  re- 
moved from  Versailles  to  Osceola,  Alissouri, 
and  while  living  there  W.  W.  Trippet  joined 
the  Confederate  army.  Lie  remained  in  that 
state  for  only  a brief  period,  however,  after 
which  he  came  south  to  Texas  and  at  Pilot 
Point,  LAenton  count}',  he  enlisted  in  the  T'wen- 
ty-ninth  Texas  Cavalry,  serving  throughout 
the  remainder  of  the  war  in  the  Trans-AIissis- 
sippi  <leparinient,  principally  in  the  Indian  Ter- 
ritory and  Arkansas.  He  saw  active  and  se- 
vere service,  undergoing  all  the  hardships,  pri- 
vations and  dangers  of  war  and  he  was  five 
times  wounded  during  his  military  career.  He 
took  part  in  the  battles  of  Poison  Springs,  Cab- 
in Creek  and  other  engagements,  including  the 
fighting  around  Camden,  Arkansas,  where 
Steele  tried  to  go  to  tlie  relief  of  Bank's  army. 

When  the  war  was  over  Mr.  Trippet  returned 
to  Alissouri,  but  when  a brief  period  had  elapsed 
he,  like  his  father,  came  to  Texas,  and  since 
1868  has  made  his  home  in  Fort  Worth,  be- 
ing one  of  the  oldest  living  merchants  of  the 
town.  At  the  time  of  his  arrival  there  were 
but  a few  straggling  store  buildings  around  the 
court  house  square  and  Air.  Trippet  has  mucli 
to  tell  concerning  the  appreciation  of  realty 
values,  for  in  the  early  days  property  that  now 
commands  liigh  prices  could  be  purchased  for  a 
nominal  sum.  Embarking  in  the  hardware 
trade  in  Fort  Worth  he  conducted  his  store  for 
about  twenty  years  and  for  fifteen  or  sixteen 
years  occupied  the  well  knowm  corner  of  the 
court  house  square  and  Houston  street.  Some 
time  ago  he  retired  from  business  in  Fort 
Worth  and  with  his  son,  A.  T.  Trippet,  estab- 
lished a general  store  at  Altus,  Greer  county, 
Oklahoma,  which  is  a successful  enterprise. 
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However,  he  retains  his  residence  in  Fort 
Worth,  spending  only  a part  of  his  time  in 
Altus. 

Mr.  Trippet  married  Miss  Lucy  Andrews, 
December  r,  1868,  a native  of  Kentucky,  and 
they  have  six  children:  Mrs.  Effie  Porter, 
George,  Mrs.  Catharine  Swan,  Aaron  T.,  Mrs. 
Clyde  Martin  and  Nellie.  For  thirty  years  Mr. 
Trippet  has  been  a member  of  the  Masonic 
fraternity  and  in  his  life  exemplifies  the  benefi- 
cent spirit  of  the  craft.  Throughout  an  ac- 
tive business  career  his  labors  have  been  care- 
fully directed  by  his  sound  judgment  and  keen 
discrimination,  and  through  his  utilization  of 
opportunity,  combined  with  unremitting  dili- 
gence, he  has  gained  success  that  classes  him 
with  the  substantial  residents  of  this  part  of  the 
state. 

HENRY  A.  MULHOLLAXD  is  now  city- 
assessor  and  collector  of  North  Fort  Worth,  He 
has  also  operated  in  real  estate  here  and  the  rap- 
id settlement  and  growth  of  Tctcas  has  furnished 
an  excellent  field  for  success  to  the  real  estate 
dealer  who  possesses  marked  enterprise,  keen  dis- 
ceniment  and  e.xecutive  ability.  Mr,  Mulholland 
was  born  in  Dayton,  C>hio,  December  30,  1839, 
and  is  of  Irish  lineage,  his  prarents,  Roland  and 
Margaret  J.  (McCaffery)  Mulholland,  having 
been  born  and  reared  in  county  Derry,  Ireland. 
The  father  was  a brick  mason,  and  builder  by- 
trade,  and  his  last  years  were  spent  in  Piqua, 
Ohio,  yvhile  liis  wife  died  at  Richmond,  Indiana. 

Henry  A.  Mulholland  was  yet  a young  lad 
when  his  parents  removed  from  his  native  state 
to  Richmond,  Indiana.  He  was  living  near  Day- 
ton,  Ohio,  however,  in  1853,  and  was  there  em- 
ployed on  a farm.  From  that  place  he  went  to 
Defiance,  Ohio,  where  he  remained  until  1855, 
after  which  he  returned  to  Richmond  for  a brief 
period.  Ilis  next  home  was  in  Preble  county, 
Ohio,  and  in  October,  1859,  while  living  there, 
he  became  connected  with  the  railroad  business, 
in  which  he  was  engaged  almost  continuously  un- 
til 1895  with  the  exception  of  the  period  of  the 
Civil  War. 

When  the  country  became  involved  isi  hostili- 
ties following  the  attempt  at  secession  made  by 
the  southern  states,  Mr.  Mulholland  joined  the 
Federal  army,  enlisting  at  New  Paris,  Preble 
county,  Ohio,  as  a member  of  Company  C,  I'if- 
tieth  Ohio  Infantry,  under  Captain  McGraw.  He 
was  with  his  command  for  more  than  three  years, 
operating  in  Kentucky,  Tennessee,  Alabama  and 
Georgia.  The  regiment  was  at  first  attached  to 
McCook’s  corps.  Tenth  Division,  Thirty-fourth 
Brigade,  and  the  first  important  l)attlc  in  which 


l\Ir.  Mulholland  participated  was  at  Ferryville, 
Kentucky,  on  the  8th  of  Octolier,  1862.  Later  the 
regiment  was  detached  from  this  brigade  and  as- 
signed to  the  duty  of  guarding  trestles  on  the 
Louisville  & Nashville  Railroad,  thirty-six  miles 
south  of  the  forriier  city.  This  was  in  1863  and 
about  that  time  a b.attalion  of  engineers  was  or- 
ganized at  Camp  Nelson,  Oliio,  comprising  two 
companies  of  three  hundred  men  selected  from 
detachments  from  the  Twenty-third  Army  Corps. 
The.se  men  whom  Mr.  Mulholland  joined  were 
mustered  in  independently  just  as  a regiment  un- 
der a regular  army  officer.  Captain  O.  M.  Pcie, 
and  the  subject  of  tliis  review  thus  remained 
with  the  battalion,  which  was  attached  to  the 
army-  under  General  John  M.  Schofield,  during 
the  remainder  of  the  war.  He  retained  his  con- 
nection (ifficially.  however,  with  lii.s  original  com- 
pany and  regiment  and  was  discharged  from  tlie 
s.ame  at  the  close  of  hostilities.  In  .\ugxi.st,  1S63, 
his  command  crossed  the  mountains  to  Knoxville 
and  went  into  that  city  just  as  Gener.al  .Buckner 
left  it.  He  was  at  .Knoxville  dnring  the  siege  in 
November  and  Decemlier,  1863,  and  in  the  spring 
of  1864  with  his  command  was  ordered  to  join 
Sherman's  forces  at  Red  Clay  Station  and  take 
part  in  the  camjiaign  leading  up  to  the  battle  of 
Atlanta.  Subsequent  to  that  engagement  IMr. 
MulhoHand's  battalion  went  with  the  Twenty- 
third  and  fourth  Corps  to  .Nashville  to  check  the 
advance  of  Hood  and  engage  in  tlie  battle  of 
Franklin  and  later  in  the  battle  of  Nashville. 
From  the  latter  place  they  went  to  Clifton,  on  the 
Tennessee  river,  thence  to  Cincinnati,  on  to  Co- 
lumbus and  later  to  Washington.  Subsequently 
they  were  sent  to  Moorehead  City,  North  Caro- 
lina. to  Kingston,  Goldslx)ro  and  Raleigh,  Nortli 
Carolina,  and  thus  approached  the  time  when  the 
war  ended.  Mr.  .Mulholland  being  honorably  dis- 
charged at  David  Island,  New  York,  on  the  loth 
of  Tunc,  1865.  Returning  to  his  home  in  Ohio, 
Mr.  Mulholland  resumed  railroading,  holding 
different  positions,  such  as  foreman  and  road- 
master,  on  different  lines  throughout  the  country, 
but  also  connected  with  the  track  department. 
His  first  work  in  railroading  service  wa.s  on  what 
was  then  known  as  the  Eaton  & Hamilton  Rail- 
road, now  a part  of  the  Big  Four  system.  He 
was  afterward  or,  the  old  Indiana  Central,  run- 
niiur  hetucen  Indiaimjmlis  and  Cokmibus,  this 
road  being  eventually  merged  into  the  Pittsburg, 
Columbus,  Cincinn.ati,  Qiicago  & St.  Louis  Rail- 
road, and  eventually  becoming  a part  of  the 
Pennsylvania  system.  He  was  first  made  foreman 
in  the  track  department  of  that  road  in  1866  and 
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occupied  similar  positions  in  that  p.'irt  of  the 
country  for  several  years. 

On  the  2<jth  of  Aiigp.i.'^t,  1S83,  Air.  Miilholland 
reached  Fort  Worth,  Texas,  and  in  this  state  he 
was  roadma.ster  at  two  dillerent  times  on  the 
Gould  s\  stem.  In  the  fall  of  1805,  however,  he 
retired  from  railroad  service  and  took  up  his 
alxxle  ptriuaucutly  in  North  F'ort  Worth.  He 
purchased  property  here  in  i8<)T  and  subsequent- 
ly he  bought  other  real  estate  interests,  his  prop- 
erty becoming  gre;ill\  tnlianced  in  value  tlirough 
the  rapid  growth  of  the  town  following  the  build- 
ing of  the  new  stock  yanis  and  the  groat  packing 
houses.  Ifis  real  estate  interests  arc  now  quite 
important  and  represent  a large  investment.  The 
care  of  his  projierty  claimed  his  time  until  he  en- 
tered the  office  of  cit)-  assessor  and  collector  of 
Xonh  Fcirt  Wonh,  to  which  position  he  was  ap- 
pointed ill  1903,  and  in  April,  I'toq,  whai  the 
office  had  been  regularly  provided  for  by  law,  he 
was  elected  for  tiic  regular  tenn  of  two  years, 
lie  is  a capable  official,  his  services  giving  com- 
plete satisfaction  to  the  citizens  of  his  adopted 
tow  11. 

Mr.  Mulholland  was  married  to  Aliss  Anne 
AlcXalh.  who  is  a native  of  Ireland,  and  they 
have  three  children:  Airs.  Alargaret  Lydon,  of 
North  Fc>rt  Worth;  John  F.,  who  is  in  the  audit- 
or’s, office  of  the  Frisco  system  at  Fort  Wcirdi; 
and  Joscplt  who  is  joint  agent  of  the  Frisco 
and  Cotton  licit  railn>ads  at  North  Fort  Worth. 
Dependent  uiion  his  twvn  resources  from  early  life 
Mr.  Alulliollaiid  has  made  con.seenlive  advanee- 
nx  nt  in  his  business  career  and  today  occu[)ies 
an  enviable  position  as  a snb.stanlial  real  estate 
dealer  and  re[)rcsentativc  citizen  of  North  Fort 
Worth. 

EDD  ANDREWS,  a popular  citizen  of  Tar- 
rant county  and  a member  of  the  board  of 
commissioners,  makes  his  home  a short  dis- 
tance south  of  Grapevine,  wdicrc  his  farm  of 
two  hundred  acres  indicates  in  its  splendid  ap- 
pearance his  careful  supervision  and  practical 
and  progressive  methods.  He  was  born  in  this 
county.  April  18,  i86g,  his  parents  being  Jabez 
B.  and  Annie  Af.  (Burgoon)  A.ndrews,  who 
were  n.atives  of  Illinois  and  came  to  Texas  in 
1850,  being  early  settlers  of  Tarrant  county, 
their  home  being  near  Grapevine.  The  father 
became  prominent  and  influential  in  the  com- 
munity- and  jvositions  of  public  trust  were  con- 
feiTed  upon  him,  including  that  of  commis- 
sir.uer,  in  which  capacity-  he  served  for  sev- 
eral yeans,  discharging  his  duties  with  prompt- 
ness ;md  lidelity.  lie  voted  with  the  Democ- 
nicy  aiiil  he  pas.sed  awaay  several  years  ago. 


aged  fifty-eight  y'ears.  Such  has  been  his  value 
in  citizenship  and  his  reliability'  in  business  life 
that  his  death  was  the  occasion  of  deep  and 
widespread  regret.  He  held  membership  in 
the  Alcthodist  Episcopal  church  at  Grapevine 
and  left  to  his  family  the  priceless  heritage  of 
an  untarnished  name.  Three  of  his  children 
survive : Edd,  of  this  review ; William  W.,  who 
i.s  living  at  Lawton,  Oklahoma;  and  Walter  M., 
a resident  of  Tarrant  county. 

Edd  Andrews  spent  the  day-s  of  his  boyhood 
and  youth  in  the  usual  manner  of  farm  lads  in 
Texas.  He  was  educated  in  the  public  school  of 
Grapevine  and  when  not  bu.sy  with  his  text 
books  was  trained  to  the  work  of  the  home 
farm.  On  attaining  his  majority'  he  determined 
to  make  the  occupation  to  which  he  had  been 
reared  his  life  work  and  has  always  given  his 
attention  to  general  agricultural  pursuits,  own- 
ing now  two  hundred  acres  of  rich  and  valu- 
able laml  a short  distance  south  of  the  town, 
where  he  is  successfully  interested  in  general 
farming. 

On  the  fifteenth  of  December,  1883,  ATr.  An- 
drews was  married  to  AHss  Fanny  C.  Newton, 
a native  of  Tarrant  county  and  a daughter  of 
Thomas  Newton,  who  for  many'  y'ears  resided 
here  but  has  now  passed  away'.  Six  children 
were  born  of  this  union;  Nellie  W.,  Katie  B., 
Louis  E.,  Armine  A.,  Lea  and  Harold,  all  at 
home  at  present. 

Air.  Andrews  has  sert'ed  as  a trustee  of  the 
school  district  in  which  he  makes  his  home 
and  the  cause  of  education  finds  in  him  a warm 
and  stalwart  friend,  who  has  done  effective  ser- 
vice in  its  behalf.  He  is  now  serving  for  the 
second  term  as  commissioner  of  Tarrant  coun- 
ty', his  re-election  coming  to  him  in  recognition 
of  his  faithful  service  during  the  first  term.  He 
belongs  to  Grapevine  lodge,  No.  288,  A.  F.  & A. 
Al.  and  is  a member  of  the  Farmers’  Union, 
while  in  politics  he  is  a Democrat  with  indepen- 
dent proclivities. 

ROBERT  SAVAGE.  In  enumerating  the 
pioneers  of  Alontague  county'  the  subject  of  this 
review  holds  rank  among  the  earliest,  for  his 
father.  Wiley  B.  Savage,  founded  the  family'  on 
the  head  of  Denton  creek,  or  in  that  vicinity', 
in  1856,  and  is,  therefore,  entitled  to  rank 
among  the  very  first  white  men  to  hide 
himself  away  among  the  Indians  and 
wild  animals  of  the  then  wilderness  of 
Alontague.  He  came  hither  blazing  the 
way'  for  settlers  of  the  future  and  to  plant 
a Savage  seed  which  should  grow  and  flourish 
when  the  generations  of  industry  and  peace 
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should  reign  upon  ihe  land  and  conquered 
nature  should  yield  up  her  fruits  to  the  hand 
of  man. 

It  was  in  March  of  1856  that  this  band  of  Sav- 
ages brought  the  first  ray  of  civilized  hope 
into  the  Denton  creek  neighborhood  and  its 
leader  established  himself,  on  his  pre-emption 
on  what  is  now  the  McCaleb  place,  where  the 
Englands  were  afterw'ard  murdered  by  Cribbs 
and  Preston.  Wilc}’-  B.  Savage  introduced 
farming  into  the  community  and  he  was  accom- 
panied hither  by  settlers,  Hamilton,  Alfred 
Campbell,  David  Avis,  John  Campbell  and 
wife.  Of  this  number,  or  their  descendants,  the 
subject  of  this  sketch  is  the  only  one  remain- 
ing. They  organized  their  little  colony  in 
Gra3’’son  county,  whither  Wile}/  Savage  had 
gone  from  Rusk  county,  Texas,  a few  vears  be- 
fore. The  latter  came  to  the  Lone  Star  state 
in  1849  from  Robinson  county,  Tennessee, 
where  he  was  born  and  married.  His  birth 
occurred  in  1812  and  he  married  Mar}'^  A.  Car- 
ne\%  who  died  almost  upon  their  arrival  in 
Texas  and  lies  buried  at  Henderson.  His  sec- 
ond wdfe  was  Rhoda  A.  Tajdor,  yet  surviving 
and  a resident  of  Indian  Territor\^  In  his 
early  years  in  Texas  Wilev'  B.  Savage  seems 
to  have  been  restless  and  unsettled,  for  he 
moved  about  much  and  lived  in  Rusk,  Gray- 
son, Cooke  and  then  Graj'son  counties,  before 
his  advent  to  his  final  residence  in  Montague. 
He  came  to  this  place  with  ox  teams  and  had 
little  more  than  firinlv'  established  himself 
when,  in  1864,  he  died.  By  his  first  wife  he  left 
children : Thomas  N.,  Louisia : Elizabeth : 

William,  and  Robert  of  this  review.  By  his 
second  wdfe  were  born  Mary  J.  and  John  W*. 

Robert  Savage  was  born  in  Robinson  coun- 
ty, Tennes.see,  June  11,  1849.  he  family  made 
their  western  trip  the  same  year,  by  boat,  to 
Jefferson,  Texas,  and,  in  the  several  counties 
above  named,  he  grew  up.  “Among  the  In- 
dians and  wolves,”  as  he  states  it,  he  came  to 
his  majority  in  Montague  countj',  having  ac- 
cess to  little  more  than  the  sight  of  a public 
school.  Having  sentiments  in  opposition  to 
the  purposes  of  the  Confederacy,  the  family 
went  north  during  a portion  of  the  war  period 
and  passed  several  months  within  the  Federal 
lines.  F'ollowing  his  return  home  he  spent . 
several  years  in  the  saddle  as  a cow'boy,  being 
on  the  old  drives  to  Baxter  Springs  and  dupli- 
cating, in  many  ways,  the  tracks  of  old-time 
cowmen.  When  he  finally  settled  down  to 
the  farm  and  began  his  domestic  career  it  was 
near  his  present  home.  His  modest  residence 
of  today  is  erected  upon  a tract  of  the  Win- 
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gate  survey  which  was  purchased  years  ago 
and  his  stc)ck-fanniiig  has  so  prospered  him 
as  to  enable  him  to  add  one  hundred  and 
sixty  acres  to  his  original  domain.  He  was  mar- 
ried at  just  pa.st  twenty-four  and  he  and  his 
wife  started  in  the  world"  about  even.  With  the 
start  they  had  they  have  [,)1a\’ed  a strong  hand 
in  tlie  game  of  “give  and  take”  tor  a thirrl  of  a 
centurj’-  and  no  family  within  this  rural  corri- 
munitj’  stands  higher  than  that  of  “Bob”  and 
Annie  Savage. 

August  12,  1873,  Mr.  Savage  married  iMiss 
Annie  Wainscott,  a daughter  of  John  Wain- 
scotl.  mention  of  whom  occurs  elsewhere  in 
this  work.  Mrs.  Savage  was  horn  in  .Arkansas, 
July  24,  1843,  and  came  in  1857  to  Texas.  She 
ancl  her  husband  are  the  [jarents  of : John  Wi- 
ley, a 3'onng  farmer  01  Montague  count}'; 
Sarah  L. ; Annie  and  Obedience. 

Robert  Savage  is  a living  witness  to  the 
whole  realm  of  progress  which  has  occurred  in 
his  county.  He  stands  as  a mile-post  ni.arking 
the  beginnitig  of  things  here  and  he  has 
watched  its  events  and  wielded  a quiet  influ- 
ence in  the  fashioning  of  things  according  ti> 
the  notions  of  civilized  life.  He  is  the  oldest 
settler  in  Montague  county,  was  here  when  the 
first  wave  of  civilization  rippled  on  this  fron- 
tier district,  participated  in  the  movement  of 
retrogression  from  the  county  during  Indian 
and  Civil  war,  and  has  been  identified  with  the 
lasting  progress  from  the  ’70s  onward. 

PHIL  T,  ALLIN.  By  reason  of  his  identi- 
fication with  the  town  of  Cleburne  from  the 
time  it  consisted  of  only  a few  houses  until  its 
population  is  close  on  to  ten  thou>;incl,  1^1  r.  T'liil 
T.  Allin,  who  is  head  of  the  well  known  real 
estate  firm  of  Phil  T.  Allin  and  Company  at 
that  pilacc,  is  rightly  considered  one  of  the  old- 
time  residents  of  Johnson  county  and  also  one 
of  its  most  prominent  and  influential  citi- 
zens. 

Mercer  county,  Kentucky,  w’as  his  birth- 
place, December  15.  1839.  and  his  family  his- 
tory goes  back  to  colonial  dai's,  including 
among  its  members  bis  grandfather  Alajor 
Thomas  .Allin,  who  served  as  an  officer  in  the 
Continental  army  during  the  Revolutionary 
war.  His  parents  were  Ben  C.  and  Susan 
(Warren)  Allin,  his  father  .also  a native  of 
Mercer  county,  where  both  he  and  the  grand- 
father died. 

P'or  many  years  the  father  was  clerk  of  the 
court  of  Mercer  county,  and  the  son  Phil,  after 
spending  his  early  days  on  the  farm,  became 
his  father's  assi.stant  in  the  court  house  at  Har- 
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rodsi'iirg.  He  made  a trip  to  Missouri  before 
the  war,  and  in  i8«X),  liaving-  in  the  nieantirne 
returned  to  his  native  state,  made  the  move, 
which  uas  destined  to  be  permanent,  to  Texas, 
locaiiiio  first  in  Anderson  county.  He  made 
variou-s  trips  of  in.spection  about  the  state,  and 
for  a short  time  in  i86i  lived  in  Johnson  coun- 
tv. his  present  home.  Mr.  .\llin  had  just 
reachtd  his  majority  when  the  Civil  war  be- 
gan, and  like  thousands  of  other  young  south- 
nmers  ^»f  his  age  he  volunteered  in  defen.se  of 
the  bc-loved  southland.  Enlisting  in  Coin- 
]>any  t.i,  .First  Tcxa.s  Infantry,  his  first  colonel 
being  the  noted  and  afiero.ard  general  Louis 
T.  Wigfall,  he  joined  the  Army  of  the  Poto- 
mac in  Virginia  and  participated  in  much  of 
the  fighting  in  that  stale,  including  tlie  seven 
days’  fighting  around  Richmond,  the  second 
haitle  of  IManassas,  Sharp.slmrg.  Fredericks- 
burg, etc.  From  \'irginia  he  was  sent  with  the 
remforcenients  for  Bragg’s  army  at  the  battle 
of  Chickarnauga,  tvhere  he  was  wounded,  and 
thereafter  was  unable  to  take  part  in  much 
active  .service. 

On  hi.s  return  to  Anderson  county  Mr.  Allin, 
up  to  1871,  was  principally  engaged  in  fann- 
ing. In  the  year  menlioned  he  came  to  his 
present  iKirne,  Cleburne,  in  iohnson  county, 
where  he  has  been  a resident  ever  since  and 
where  he  has  been  actively  concerned  witli  the 
development  of  torvn  and  counlrts  la  1878 
he  was  elected  clerk  of  tlie  district  court,  and 
following  his  eight  years’  service  in  that  bu.si- 
ness  engaged  in  the  iu.surancc  and  real  estate 
luisiviess,  uiiich  he  lias  pro.seciued  with  suc- 
cess to  the  present  time.  He  was  chief  clerk  of 
the  insurance  department  '>i  Texas  during  three 
years  and  a half  of  the  Governor  IL'gg  admin- 
l^lratio^.  He  now  has  associated  witli  him  in 
business  his  son  Phil  V'.  ,\llin,  who  was  born 
at  Magnolia,  Ander,son  ciuinty,  and  for  some 
time  was  a clerk  in  the  stale  treasurer’s  office 
at  Austin,  being  a bright  and  capable  young 
business  man.  Besides  cither  interests  Mr. 
kllin  owns  a nice  farm  in  the  northwest  part 
of  Johnson  county. 

Mr.  Allin’s  wife  was  before  her  marriage 
Miss  IMaggie  \'an  Noy.  Thev  were  married  at 
Palestine.  Texas. 

LIO.NEL  S.  LF1V”.E.RSF,I)GE,  a well  known 
■'ivd  engineer  and  contractor  at  Fc'rt  Vt’orth, 
for  over  thirty  years  identified  with  this  line  of 
l>u,sincss  in  Texas,  wa.s  born  in  T’aunton,  Eng- 
land, April  3,  1853.  The  family  line  goes  back 
for  generations  in  English  history,  and  it  is 
nutewcTtliy  that  .some  cif  the  ancient  members 


were  j)romineiil  participaiiL.s  in  the  early  Eng- 
lish revolutions,  notably  the  Jack  Cade  rebel- 
lion, and  many  persons  intertwined  with  the 
stirring  events  of  early  English  history  are 
reckoned  among  the  ancestors  of  the  present 
Leversedge  family.  One  of  Mr.  Leversedge’s 
sisters,  while  on  a visit  to  Europe  and  England, 
spent  considerable  time  and  labor  in  unearth- 
ing the  ancestral  history  of  Iter  family.  Mem- 
bers of  the  ancestry  were  among  those  who 
founded  the  town  of  Taunton  in  the  Massa- 
chu.'cetts  colony. 

Mr.  Leversedge’s  parents  were  John  and  Eliz- 
heth  (Hunter)  T.eversedge.  His  father,  who 
is  now  deceased,  was  a civil  engineer  of  dis- 
tinction in  his  profession  and  very  successful. 
On  coming  to  America  he  located  at  Danville, 
Virginia,  and  the  Leversedge  home  was  in  that 
city  for  several  years.  He  was  assistant  city 
engineer  of  Danville,  and  later,  going  into 
railroad  engineering,  was  connected  with  the 
engineering  department  of  the  Western  North 
Carolina  Railroad,  now  a part  of  the  Southent 
Railway  System,  He  was  also  at  one  time  con- 
nected with  the  Central  North  Carolina  Rail- 
road. The  mother  was  of  Scotch  parentage. 

Educated  at  Fox  College,  Taunton,  England, 
when  sixteen  years  old  i\Tr.  Leversedge  came 
to  America  to  join  his  father,  who  had  come 
over  some  time  previous.  It  was  under  his 
father’s  tutelage  that  he  received  his  technical 
education  largely,  fitting  himself  to  follow  a 
career  of  similar  usefulness  to  his  father’s.  He 
came  to  Texas  in  1874  with  the  expectation  of 
going  to  work  in  the  engineering  department 
of  the  Texas  and  Pacific  Railroad,  but  on  ac- 
count of  the  financial  stringency  following  the 
panic  of  1S73  construction  of  the  road  was 
iliscontinued  for  some  time,  and  Mr.  I^everscdge 
had  to  look  for  employment  in  other  lines,  tem- 
porarily. During  this  time  he  lived  in  Fort 
Worth,  and  in  1876  became  attached  to  the 
county  surveyor’s  office  under  W.  .A.  Darter, 
then  c.ounty  surveyor.  On  the  expiration  of 
Mr.  Darter's  term  Mr.  Leversedge  was  elected 
county  surveyor,  in  1878.  He  resigned  this  of- 
fice, however,  in  1879,  and  took  a position  in 
the  engineering  department  of  the  Gulf,  Colo- 
rado and  Santa  Fc  Railroad,  under  Chief  En- 
^ncer  B.  M,  Temple,  which  position  he  held 
for  five  years.  He  then  went  into  the  engi- 
neering business  as  a contractor  for  and  builder 
of  bridges,  railroads  and  nnmicipal  -works.  Since 
then  his  son,  J.  H.  Leversedge,  wdio  is  also  a 
civil  engineer,  a representative  of  the  third  suc- 
cessive generation  to  follow  the  profession,  has 
come  into  the  business,  the  firm  name  by  which 
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they  are  known  being^  the  Lever.sedge  Bridge 
Company,  who  have  made  a most  enviable  rep- 
utation as  civO  engineers  and  contractors,  de- 
signers and  builders  of  steel  and  concrete-steel 
bridges,  wood  and  concrete  piling,  concrete 
foundations,  granitoid  pavements  and  curbing, 
etc. 

Mr.  Leversedgc  was  married  at  Fort  Worth, 
April  21,  1878,  to  Miss  Bettie  T.  .Newcomer.  J. 
H.  Leversedge,  who  is  their  only  living  child, 
was  bom  in  the  old  Mansion  Hotel  at  Fort 
Worth. 

I.ESLIE  C.  DENNY  is  one  of  the  numer- 
ous prosperous  and  enterprising  farmers  and 
stockmen  about  the  town  of  Iowa  Park,  Wich- 
ita county.  A little  more  than  fifteen  years  ago 
this  fertile  region  was  giving  up  its  wealth  in 
meager  measure  as  stock  ranges,  and  its  wealth 
and  fertility  as  an  agricultural  center  had  not 
been  tapped.  Then  came  enterprise  in  the 
shape  of  resourceful,  energetic,  shrewd  and  per- 
severing men,  and  in  a few  short  years  trans- 
formed the  prairie  stretches  into  a Iteautiful 
succession  of  diversified  grain  fields  and  pas- 
ture. Whereby,  the  banks  of  this  region  are 
now  overflowing  with  the  deposits  of  the  farm- 
ers and  stcKkmen,  and  the  territory  of  which 
Iowa  park  is  a center  is  among  the  wealthy  and 
wealth-producing  sections  of  the  great  Lone 
Star  state. 

Mr.  Denny,  himself  so  prominent  in  this  ag- 
ricultural development  and  progress,  is  a Ken- 
tuckian by  birth  and  parentage.  lie  was  born 
in  Mercer  county,  that  state,  in  1854.  a son  of 
Walter  and  Eliza  J.  (Banta)  Denny,  both  na- 
tives of  Kentucky  and  now  deceased,  his  father 
having  passed  awa\'  on  the  old  Denny  home- 
stead in  Mercer  count)'  in  1885. 

Mr.  Denny  obtained  his  early  advantages  in 
the  way  of  education  and  practical  training  in 
his  native  state  and  on  the  home  farm.  When 
he  w'as  twenty-one  years  old  he  went  to  Tren- 
ton, Gniridy  county,  Missouri,  where  he  lit-ed 
for  two  years,  and  then  for  a short  time  in  Saline 
county  of  the  same  state.  In  1879  he  moved  to 
Grayson  county,  Texas,  and  farmed  there  for 
the  following  ten  years.  In  1889  he  located  at 
his  present  pLace,  seven  miles  southwest  of 
Iowa  Park,  in  Wichita  county.  His  brother  5. 
L.  Denny  came  to  this  locality  about  the  same 
time,  and  the  brothers  own  large  adjoining 
farms,  the  neighborhood  being  known  as 
“Denny.”  Mr.  L.  C.  Denny’s  large  and  well  im- 
proved place  contains  five  hundred  acres,  and 
it  lies  in  the  famous  Wichita  valley  and  in  a re- 
gion noted  for  its  special  wealth  of  crops,  par- 


ticularly wheat,  which  grain  is  of  as  fine  quality 
and  as  abundant  in  yield  as  in  many  of  its  more 
indigenous  northern  states.  The  brothers  own 
substantial  and  commodious  residences,  and 
have  telephone  connection  with  Iowa  Park. 
Ylr.  Denny  is  in  al!  respects  a modern,  up-to- 
date  agriculturist,  carrying  on  his  emerpri.ses 
with  profit  I'Oth  to  himself  and  the  comnumiiy. 
and  is  a represeiitatix  e citizen  of  thi.s  locality. 
.'\rouiid  l(twa  Park  tlic  farmers  are  the  moneyed 
men,  and  in  barge  measure  tho.se  who  take  tlie 
initiative  in  building  up  and  proimiting  public 
undert.'ikirigs. 

\\  hile  living  in  Grayson  county  Mr.  Denny 
was  married  to  Miss  Kate  George,  ami  tliey  now 
have  a bright  and  happy  family  of  nine  chil- 
dren, Maggie  J.,  Gertrude.  Walter.  Ida,  Hugh. 
L.ottie,  Lloyd,  Marie  and  Earl.  Those  of  school 
age  are  being  given  the  best  obtainable  educa- 
tion, and  both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Denny  are  thor- 
oughly in  harmony  and  co-(.)peration  with  the 
intellectual  and  social  progress  in  their  com- 
munity. 

JOSEPH  H.  MARTIN.  In  the  subject  of 
this  sketch  we  have  a gentleman  distinguished  as 
a pioneer  and  one  whose  life  has  spanned  a half 
century  of  Wise  county’s  deveh.tpraeiit  and  beeti 
almost  undisturbed  as  a re.sident  thereof  since 
man’s  first  footprints  marked  the  advance  guard 
of  civilization.  Fifty  years  a witnes.s  to  the  event.s 
which  have  brought  order  out  of  chaos,  removed 
the  resisting  elements  to  intelligenr  progress  and 
transplanted  a people  with  aims  and  piirj.>oses  and 
plans  rivaling  those  of  their  kinsmen  in  the  old 
states  of  the  east,  is  the  record  ascribed  to  him. 
and.  were  he  without  individual  achievement, 
who  can  gainsay  tliat  he  has  lived  in  vain? 

Of  the  ante-bellum  settlers  of  Wise  county  few 
remain  within  its  boundaries  to  tell  tlie  story  of 
dteir  conflict  with  barbarism  and  of  their  survival 
of  tlie  hardships  -with  which  nature  afflicted  them. 
The  chance  settler  of  '54  was  followed  by  the 
occasional  settler  of  ’55,  and  to  this  latter  epoch 
does  Joseph  II.  Martin  belong.  The  days  of  his 
childhood  v.  itnessed  the  establishment  of  the  I.one 
Star  Republic  and  the  years  of  his  youth  saw  her 
join  the  galaxy  of  states  and  become  the  “Em- 
pire” of  the  great  Southwest.  Hi.s  martial  spirit 
and  patriotic  impulse  urged  him  to  the  ranks  to 
beat  off  and  subdue  our  Mexican  foe  and  the 
spirit  of  adventure  prompted  his  joining  the  cara- 
van of  Texas  forty-niners  to  seek  his  fortune  in 
the  Eldorado  of  the  Pacific  coast  Notv\  ithstand- 
ing  their  interest  these  are  only  incidents  of  his 
life  and  serve  to  spice  the  more  substantial 
achievements  of  his  rural  life. 
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Barren  coimiy,  Kentucky,  gave  us  the  Martins 
of  this  record  and  there  Henry'  Martin,  the  found- 
er of  this  branch,  wa.s  born.  Hi.s  birth  occurred 
in  1707.  and  his  life  w.as  ever  rural  and  apparently 
fitted  to  the  work  of  civilizing  and  developing  the 
frontier.  He  married  Rebecca  Hirahnan,  who 
accompanied  him  westward,  sojourning  briefly  in 
Mis.dssippi  and  reaching  Texas  in  the  year  1836. 
They  establi.shed  themselves  in  Harrison  county 
and  there  the  wife  ])assed  away  in  l8.pp 

I he  is.‘'Ue  of  the  marriage  of  Henry  and  Re- 
becca .Martin  were:  lilizabeth,  who  married 

Tame.'  IInd.son  and  died  in  Comanche  county, 
Texas;  Uobert.  a .steamboat  cajitain.  who  died 
in  iMarshall.  Icxas;  Lu.ann.  of  Mar.xhall,  wife  of 
Judge  Hendrick;  Jo.seph  IT.,  of  this  notice;  .Nan- 
cv  J.,  wfiose  fir.st  husband  was  Thomas  Llewellyn 
and  who  is  now  the  widow  of  John  Robinson,  re- 
sidtrs  in  New  Mexico.  Henry  Martin  married  a 
second  wife,  Mrs.  Wortham,  but  no  issue  re- 
sulted. 

Henry  Marlin  was  one  of  the  characters  of 
Te.xas.  He  may  be  callcM.  with  propriety,  an 
original  Texan,  because  he  helped  do  the  w-ork 
which  wrenched  this  great  slice  of  Mexican  terri- 
torv  from  the  .Misntezumas  and  placed  it  under 
Anglo-.Saxcm  rlominion,  estaldishing  a new  na- 
tion tipcm  the  earth.  .Sam  Hou.ston  had  an  army 
of  aViout  seven  hundred  men  at  San  Jacinto,  and 
the  wirming  of  the  fight  made  every  man  a hero. 
After  that  war  I\Ir.  '\Tartin  rejoined  his  family 
and  located  a part  of  hi.s  head-right  in  Harrison 
county  and  the  remainder  in  Collin  county, 
whither  he  .‘'ub.ser}ueircly  removed.  As  a citizen 
he  \vas  a quiet  fanner,  with  no  political  ambi- 
tion. vct  voting  with  the  Democrats  wdien  tTie 
slate  licgan  firacticing  I'nited  .States  politics  upon 
its  adrni.ssion  into  the  Union.  He  settled  in  Wise 
count)’  in  1854  and  p^assed  the  remaining  years 
fif  hi.s  life  on  iiis  homestead  near  where  Cliico 
now  stands.  He  died  in  1872, 

Jo.seph  H.  Martin  was  Itorn  in  Barren  county. 
Kentuck)',  January  i.  1828,  and  was  an  infant 
when  Ins  parents  took  up  their  journey  toward 
the  setting  .'tin.  He  was  eight  year.s  of  age  when 
they  reached  Fc-xas  and  storqied  in  1 larri.son 
couri'v.  His  edneation  was  of  the  “pickup”  sort 
aiul  when  tlu'  admission  <.4  Tc.xas  brought  on  the 
war  with  Me.xicc  he  joined  the  First  Texas  regi- 
ment. in  1846,  under  Colonel  Wood,  and  marched 
to  the  T<io  Grande.  His  enli.stineiit  was  for  six 
months,  and  during  that  time  lie  took  part  in  the 
battle  of  Mnnttrey  and,  when  di.scharged.  re- 
turned to  his  home  in  Harrison  county.  Having 
had  a ta.ste  of  adventure,  he  <lccided  to  .seek  his 
fiirtune  in  California  and,  accordingly,  joined  a 


jiarty  bound  there,  in  1850,  passing  through  iMex- 
ico  and  taking  a sailing  vessel  at  Mazatlan,  on 
the  Pacific  cc>ast,  for  San  Francisco  and  going  at 
once  to  the  gold  fields  in  the  interior  of  the  state. 
He  began  prospecting  on  his  own  account  and 
had  various  degrees  of  success  the  few  years  he 
depended  ujxm  the  pick  and  pan  for  his  living, 
and  the  streaks  of  lean  w'cre  often  as  wide  and 
long  as  the  streaks  of  fat.  Eventually  he  drifted 
into  freighting  from  Stockton  up  into  the  motm- 
lains,  and  this  undertaking  brought  him  good 
returns.  In  1855  he  returned  home  by  the  way 
of  .\spinwall,  on  the  Isthmus,  and  New  Orleans 
and  immediately  came  to  Wise  county. 

Returning  again  to  rural  pursuits,  Mr.  Martin 
bought  out  his  brother,  wdio  had  a bunch  of  cat- 
tle under  the  brand  “RM,”  and  followed  the  cow 
Im.siness  as  his  cliief  vocation  until  1871,  when  he 
moved  to  Kansas  and  settled  in  the  frontier  coun- 
ty of  Butler.  He  expected  to  find  an  ideal  place 
tliere  for  his  favorite  vocation,  but  conditions 
were  somewhat  di.sap)pointing  and  in  three  years 
he  came  back  to  Texas  and  took  u]>  fanning 
where  he  had  nm  cattle  only  a few  years  before. 
-Martin  Prairie,  named  in  honor  of  tlie  family,  is 
where  he  established  himself,  and  there  he  still 
owns  nearly  three  hundred  acres  of  valuable  land. 
In  irjoo  he  left  the  farm  and  removed  his  family 
to  L'hieo  in  perm;nicrit  relircincnt  from  cxhan.st- 
ing  toil. 

\\  hile  Wise  eountv  was  .still  a field  for  Indian, 
attacks  the  Martins  were  e.xpo.sed  to  the  moon- 
light dangers  from  tornaliavvk  and  arrow  and  oil 
one  occasion  the  savages  charged  our  subject's, 
house,  but  without  fat.alities  or  serious  results. 
They  lost  horses,  as  the  pioneers  nearly  all  did, 
and  a few  cattle  passed  from  them  into  the  red 
man's  hands. 

In  1S61.  February  6.  iMr.  ^lartin  married  Eliza 

Earhart,  a daughter  of  Joseph  Earhart.  origi- 
nally from  Pennsylvania.  Mr.  Earhart  married 
ilrs.  Mary  Penn,  a daughter  of  William  M.  Quis- 
enherry,  and  was  the  father  of  Airs.  Alartin,  Iwm 
in  Franklin  county,  Arkansas,  in  1843;  Elifelet, 
of  Lubbock  county,  Texas;  Airs.  Julia  F.  Hall- 
sell,  of  Decatur;  \Villiani  and  Samuel  Ale.,  who 
died  in  Wise  count)  with  families;  Joe  Ellen, 
widow  of  Larkin  P.  Bcavert.  of  Durant,  Inrlian 
Territory ; Orby  Earhart,  of  Lubbock  county. 

Air.  and  Airs.  Alartin’s  children  are:  Rev. 
\Wlliam  W„  of  Bowie,  married  Lizzie  Jones  and 
has  children,  Winnie  L.  and  Gatha ; Mary,  wife 
of  Ed  Boone,  of  Blanket,  Texas,  is  the  younger. 

Air.  Alartin  has  the  distinction  of  having  erect- 
ed the  first  house  on  the  Decatur  tovvnsite.  He 
has  served  his  county  as  one  of  its  first  commis- 
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siuncrs  aiul  he  has  ever  cham])ioned  Dem<  icracy's 
cause.  The  family  adhere  to  tltc  Presbyterian 
faith  and  the  .son  is  an  tjnlained  minister  of  the 
denomination  of  ( umberlands,  with  IMontagiie 
county  as  headquarters  for  his  work. 

HOUSTON  K.  DEAVER.of  J\lemphi>,  Hall 
county,  is  a prog’res.sive  and  .successful  memlu-r 
of  the  bar  at  that  ])lac:e,  and  for  a number  of 
years  has  been  ranked  among  the  leaders  in  his 
profession  in  that  locality.  Mr.  Dcaver  is  a 
man  of  high  attainments,  perss.nally  and  prc>- 
fcs&ionally,  i.s  lilierally  educated  and  has  been 
an  exponent  oi  advance  along  all  lines  of  mod- 
ern culture  and  cix  ilization.  He  has  had  a suc- 
cessful business  career,  and  is  an  intliicntia! 
and  highh'  esteemed  lawyer  and  citizen. 

A native  .son  of  Texas,  liorn  in  Grayson  Ccnin- 
ty  in  i86a,  he  was  a son  of  J<.ihn  .\.  and  Sarah 
(Hughes)  Deaver,  the  former  cT  whom  c.ime 
from  his  native  state  of  Missouri  to  Texas  when 
a boy,  and  was  fo.’"  a nuniijer  of  years  a success- 
ful rancher  in  (Irayson  couniy,  where  he  died 
in  1870.  The  mother,  a native  of  Terine.ssee. 
now  living  in  Grayson  county. 

Mr.  Deaver  was  reared  on  a Grayson  county 
ranch  when  ranching  and  cattle-raising  were 
the  ])riiu'ipal  industries  of  Grayson  ccmiity,  lie- 
fore  its  l)lack-s(;il  land  develotved  into  the  rich 
farming  community  that  it  i.s  now.  His  pri- 
mary education  in  Grayson  county  was  supj.ile- 
mented  by  attendance  at  the  Waco  Universiiv-, 
and  al.so  a course  at  the  Texas  State  Normal 
at  Huntsville,  where  he  was  graduated  in  1887. 
He  then  accei>ted  a po.silion  in  the  Chickasaw 
Nation  iMale  Academy  at  Tisitomingo,  Indian 
Territory,  where  he  was  engaged  in  teaching 
for  seven  yeans.  During  thi.s  tinse  he  read  law 
to  some  extent,  and  on  leaving  his  schoed  po- 
sition he  devoted  all  his  time  to  hi.s  legal  studies 
at  Shennan,  Texas,  with  Judge  John  Finlcv’  as 
his  ]>receptor.  He  was  admitted  to  the  bar  at 
Sherman  in  1891.  and  in  the  same  vear  catne  to 
Mctnphi.s,  where  he  has  ever  since  carried  on 
practice,  with  increasingly  large  clientage  and 
success.  He  was  clectci.l  and  served  as  county 
attorney  of  Hall  cttiinty  for  five  v'cars.  He  is 
everywhere  recognized  as  a fir.st-class  law- 
yer, and  is  thoroughly  identified  with  the  In'st 
interests  of  his  town  and  county.  He  owns  a 
good  stock  ranch  in  Donley  county  and  is  now 
president  of  the  Hall  Countv'  National  Bank. 

Mr.  Deaver  was  ttiarried  in  Memphis  to  Miss 
Maud  IMontgoniery,  who  was  born  in  Grayson 
county.  They  have  four  children  of  their  own, 
Mina.  John,  Temple  and  Pattic,  and  an  adopte<i 
son,  Victor  Deaver. 


H ENRf  CL.VY  BRf.lW’N.  The  gcmli-mriu 
who>e  name  imrciduees  this  per-.onal  noi.ice  is 
a modest  though  successful  farmer  whose  sev- 
enteen v’ears  as  a citizen  of  Montague  c<.nmiv 
have  made  him  widely  and  favorably  knuwn. 
not  strictly  because  of  his  vocation,  but  bocaU'C 
of  his  puiihc  serv  ice  rendered  in  one  of  the  inw 
portant  ol'fices  in  the  gift  of  the  voter-  of  hi- 
county.  He.  is  a gcntleniau  of  arlrnitied  busi- 
ness cajiacity  and  of  i.lemou.slrated  integrity, 
and  it  ha-  been  f-ir  the  well-being  of  .Montague 
county  to  have  him  her  citizen.  Mr.  Brown 
lias  re.sided  in  the  Lone  .^tar  State  smee  1883. 
He  first  -vtsled  in  I'llis  comity  on  a farm  l:>iU 
in  188S  .-ought  out  and  purch.ised  l.iaul  in  i\ton- 
tague  county,  f'tur  mile-  ea-t  c>f  Bowie,  where 
-ince  the  work  of  liome  improvement  and  .-oil 
cultivation  lia-  liem  carried  on.  He  c,inte  to 
Tcxa.s  from  Nevada  ccmnly,  .Xrkansas.  but  v’a- 
reared  in  Glark  county,  that  -tate.  .,\.t  the 
.age  of  -even  year-  hi-  p.treni-  migrated  thiliier 
from  1 1 eiider.son  county,  I'enHc-soe.  where  he 
wa.-  Iii.rn  ..\T>ril  22,  1846. 

,\  glance  at  the  family  history  -liovvs  our 
,-ul.Ject  to  he  a -cm  c.f  XX'illiam  Brown,  a na- 
tive of  fireenville  district.  South  raredina. 
l>oru  Jtilv  .j.  1806,  He  grew  up  ih--rc;  ..m  lii- 
lalher’.s  j.>lantation  along  with  his  brcahei'-, 
Jackson  and  'Fhoma-.  and  accinired  a fair  edn- 
cation  in  the  schc'ols  coninion  to  his  day  and 
time.  Hi-  wife  wa.s  Rel.iecca  r<avvler.  vv  ho  died 
;it  the  he. me  of  her  son,  our  -ubjeci,  in  the 
lal!  of  In  1853  X\'i!liam  Er'.wn  became 

a -ettlcr  in  C lark  coiiiuv',  Vrka.nsa-.  He  left 
cc'urh  (. 'rtroliua  altout  1832  ami  lived  in  v.  .*st 
Tennessee  -oine  iwemy-uuc  years.  During  llie 
rel  eilion  he  served  in  the  I (ome  Guard  in  .Vrk- 
ans.as  and  was  in  a couple  ■ -f  snia'l  engag'e- 
ments.  He  was  a man  of  positive  c.ruivictkai,- 
cii  public  policies  and  wa-  a hig  pri-.r  to  the 
war.  He  was  elected  treasurer  of  Nevada 
county,  .\rkau.sas.  and  sen  <d  four  year-,  shovv- 
ing  him  t<>  have  lieen  a citizen  ■ .f  itigb  -taricl- 
ing  in  his  coiiiuv . He  came  tc>  Texas  iti  iSS.j 
and  f.,. Mowed  the  nirau.'lering-  cci  his  -on  iiMo 
Montague  county,  dying  .at  the  latter's  lic.inie  in 
Marcli,  1890.  He  wa-  a IMa-ter  Ma-ou  atid  a 
t'hri.stiaii,  worshiping  with  the  Baptist  <l<noni- 
inatioa.  His  chiMren  were:  Emil',  of  Sevier 

county.  .\rkans.as.  wife  of  A.  J.  M.'trsh;  I'lleu. 
who  married  .\.  J.  Idle  aii.l  is,  a paticMit  in  the 
Eittle  Kock  XsylniTi : (.(vaihia,  wife  of  riioma- 
CcKvk.  of  .Montague  county;  Henrv  our 

subject;  Neal  S.,  who  died  in  Ellis  coimiy, 
Texas  ; William  C.  P..  of  Jas(»er  county,  'Bexas  ; 
and  V'inficld  S..  of  Mill  county. 
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JRniy  Clay  Brown  grew  up  amid  rural  sur- 
roundings chiefly  and  acquired  the  elementary 
principles  of  an  education.  When  his  educa- 
tion .'hould  have  lieen  in  procc.ss  he  was  fight- 
ing for  tile  independence  ot  the  Confederacy 
and  after  the  war  the  bu.siness  of  bread  win- 
ning wa.s  too  urgent  to  permit  him  to  again  at- 
tend .‘chool.  He  enlisted  in  the  spring  of  1862 
in  Company  11,  Twenty-third  Arkansas  Infan- 
tr}'.  Captain  ,A,  A.  Pennington  and  Colonel  O. 
i '.  Pile,  and  was  sent  to  the  front  at  once, 
taking  part  in  the  battles  of  Corinth  and  luka. 
In  tile  engagement  at  I’orl  Hud.son  in  1863  he 
w a.s  captured  and  paroled.  Two  week.s  after 
his  return  home  he  went  into  the  state  troops, 
having  become  acenstomed  to  a life  of  e.xcite- 
meiit  and  high  tension,  his  company  beiiie  H 
tlolonel  Crockett’s  regiment.  Tliis  was  a cav- 
alry regiment  and  it  served  in  the  Trans-Mis- 
sis.sippi  Department  where  Mr.  Brown  was 
in  the  fights  at  Mount  Elbe,  Prairie  Dien  and 
AMrk's  Alill.  At  the  close  of  the  war  he  wa.s 
di.scharged  at  Alarshall,  Texas,  and  resumed 
ei\il  juirsuits  on  the  farm. 

In  Jannarv.  i860,  in  Clark  count},  -Arkansas, 
-Mr.  I’.riiwn  married  Miss  Fannie  I..,a\\lcy. 
a daughter  of  Elijah  and  Alary  (Bnownlec) 
I . aw  Icy.  riic  Pawley  children  tvcrc:  William, 
of  V- clectka,  Indian  Territory;  Jolin  and  Rob- 
ert v.  ho  (lie<l  in  the  Indian  Territory,  leaving 
families:  Airs,  Brown:  Alfred  and  Emma,  of 
Clark  county,  Arkan.sas.  the  latter  the  wife  of 
James  Ayres.  The  children  of  Air.  and  Airs. 
Brown  are  : William  F...  of  Hobart,  Oklahoma, 
is.  iirirriecl  to  Maggie  Garrett;  Emma,  wife  of 
Nathan  Norman,  of  Elli.s  county.  Texas:  Aliss 
Kate,  a teacher  in  Montague  county,  and  her 
twin  .sister,  Kalie.  wife  oi  W . V.  Davis,  of 
Ellis  county.  Texa.s:  Ella,  wife  of  Ed.  Chand- 
ler. of  Montague  cotiiity;  T.  Jack,  who  tiiar- 
ilcd  .Adciie  Bruce  and  resides  on  tlie  old  home- 
stead ; Ett.'i.  who  married  Richmond  AAgtum 
and  is  a teacher  of  the  c*'>uiit\  : ;uk1  Aliss  Alt  r- 
lle.  .still  with  the  parental  home. 

Mr.  Brown  apfiroaclicd  manhood  during  the 
stormy  days  ami  years  of  .American  politics 
end  wlicn  conditions  warranted  all  white  men 
til  muting  ill  the  s;ip|)ort  of  the  .same  ])rinciples 
aii'l  he  liecrime  a Democrat.  He  has  ever  .acted 
with  that  (larty  and  c.'nnc  to  be  active  in  its 
■aff.iirs  after  he  estal)Ii--hed  him.self  in  Alon- 
t:'.<;uc  count}  . He  was  named  for  county  com- 
miissioner  of  [irecinct  No.  2 in  the  fall  of  tqo2 
and  was  elected  without  serious  oppo.sition. 
Beyond  the  routine  wc>rk  of  the  boarcl  a little 
hridge-lmihling  occupied  its  attention  and  Mr. 
Brown  chiscd  his  term  in  November,  1904, 


with  a creditable  two  ycar.s’  work.  He  is  a mem- 
ber of  the  Missionary  Baptist  church  and  is  a 
gentleman  with  .sincere  and  friendly  impulses. 
He  is  ea.sily  approachable,  has  a kindly'  and 
entertaining  manner  and  seems  at  peace  with 
all  the  world.  He  believes  in  higher  education 
for  the  youth,  and  in  his  own  family  he  has 
shown  his  faith  by'  his  works. 

MILTON  J.  W HITE.  The  Whites,  of 
which  family  our  subject  is  a w’orthy  repre- 
sentative, came  to  the  Lone  Star  state  from 
Tennessee  and  this  branch  of  the  family  was 
founded  in  the  Trans-Mississippi  country'  of 
the  W'est  by  AA’illiam  J.  AA  hite  in  1S60.  The 
latter  is  the  father  of  Alilton  J.  W’hite  and  he 
emigrated  from  Alaury  county,  his  native 
state,  in  the  vigor  of  earl}'  manhood  and  es- 
tablished himself  as  a pedagogue  in  Collin 
county,  Texas.  He  brought  his  y'oung  wife 
w'ith  him  from  the  east  and  it  w'as  in  that 
county',  October  ii,  1864,  that  the  subject  of 
thi.s  personal  sketch  was  born. 

Milton  J.  White  is,  in  point  of  service,  the 
oldest  and  the  pioneer  druggist  of  Bellevue.  In 
Collin  and  Jack  counties  he  came  to  man’s  es- 
tate and  until  his  embarkation  in  the  mcrcan- 
lile  business  in  Bellevue  his  environment  tvas 
purely  rural.  The  country  school  had  done 
its  best  for  him  toward  an  education  and  the 
first  two-thirds  of  his  minority  was  passed 
in  Collin  county.  In  1878  his  parents  removed 
to  Jack  county  and  there,  upon  coming  into  the 
full  flush  of  his  majority,  he  adopted  a rural 
life.  He  owned  a horse  when  he  was  mar- 
ried and  he  borrowed  the  remainder  of  the  team 
with  which  to  make  lii.s  crop.  He  and  his  young 
wife  had  the  tenacious  and  persevering  quali- 
ties necessary  to  ultimate  success  and  the  farm 
that  they  liegan  life  on  i.s  still  their  property. 

In  1893  Air.  White  \\as  induced  by'  Dr. 
Charles  H.  AA’hiting  to  engage  in  the  drug 
business  in  Bellevue,  then  a mere  hamlet  but 
with  good  prospects  and  much  promise.  AA'ith- 
out  experience  in  drugs  and  expecting  to  learn 
the  business,  from  Dr.  Whiting,  Mr.  AVhite  put 
in  a .stock  of  about  three  hundred  dollars  and 
entered  the  career  of  a merchant.  Matters  went 
well  with  liim  for  some  six  months,  when  Dr. 
Whiting  suddenly'  died  and  he  was  left  “to 
paddle  liis  canoe’’  alone.  His  growth  as  a mer- 
chant ha.s  kept  pace  with  the  growth  and  de- 
velopment of  his  town  and,  since  March  i.  1894, 
the  demands  of  the  trade  have  so  increased  as 
to  cau.se  him  to  carry  a much  larger  stock. 

AAdlliam  J.  White  passed  his  middle  and 
latter  life  as  a farmer,  and  in  1894  located  at 
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Bellevue,  and  retired.  His  birth  occurred  in 
Tennessee  in  1833,  and  his  father  was  Sam 
White  and  his  mother  Sarah  C.  Ragan.  His 
educational  advantages  were  such  as  to  quali- 
fy him  for  teaching  and  he  engaged  in  it  as  a 
stepping-stone  in  life.  He  enlisted  in  the  mili- 
tary service  of  the  Confederacy,  but  wms  sent 
back  to  Collin  county  to  continue  his  work 
in  the  school-room.  He  left  Collin  county  April 
10,  1878,  and  located  near  J’ost  Oak,  in  Jack 
county,  w'here  he  farmed  till  he  came  to  Belle- 
vue. He  was  married  on  September  15,  1856, 
in  Mississippi,  to  Miss  Mollie,  a daughter  of 
J.  O.  and  Elizabeth  (Blackwell)  Kerr,  wdio 
had  a famil}'  of  ten  children.  Mrs.  Mollie  \Vhite 
was  born  in  Mississippi  in  1837,  and  is  the 
mother  of:  Ella,  wife  of  H.  M.  Class,  of  Hart- 
le}',  Texas;  Milton  J.;  Anna,  wudow'  of  L.  J. 
Walker,  of  Bellevue,  ex-county  clerk  and  as- 
sessor of  Clay  county;  Samuel  B.,  of  Bellevue; 
William  J.,  of  Jack  county:  Joseph  E.,  of  the 
same  county,  and  Mamie  £.,  w'ho  died  un- 
married. Mr.  White  is  a Democrat  in  poli- 
tics and  is  a member  of  the  ilcthodist  church. 

August  9,  1885,  in  Jack  county,  Milton  J. 
White  married  Lillie,  a daughter  of  Richard 
B.  and  Rachel  (Cooksey)  Walker,  the  wed- 
ding occurring  at  the  Walker  home  and  the 
ceremon}^  being  performed  by  Rev.  John  Dunn. 
Mr.  Walker  was  born  in  Illinois  and  his  wdfe  in 
Texas.  lie  died  in  July.  1899,  and  she  passed 
away  twenty  years  l^fore.  Their  cliildren 
were:  James,  of  Greer  county,  Oklahoma; 
Richard,  of  Idaho;  Mrs.  White,  born  August 
31,  1866;  Jes.se,  of  San  Francisco:  I'lorida.  and 
Rosa  W'ho  died  before  marriage. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  White’s  children  are;  Clara  I,., 
born  July'  i,  1886;  Zuma,  born  December  5, 
1888,  and  Ruth,  born  September  27,  1898. 

“Mit”  White,  as  everybody'  know's  him,  has 
made  his  efl'ort.s  and  his  influence  felt  in  Belle- 
vue. He  has  experienced  no  meteoric  flights 
to  wealth  nor  no  sudden  transformation  from 
an  industrious  farmer  to  a progressive  and  suc- 
cessful merchant,  but  he  has  gone  about  his 
affairs  as  one  having  a work  to  perform,  set- 
ting a commendable  example  and  wielding  an 
influence,  unconsciously,  for  the  good  report 
of  his  town. 

DUNCAN  McRAE,  a farmer  and  at  one 
time  county'  superintendent  of  schools  in  Tar- 
rant county,  making  his  home  in  Fort  Worth, 
is  a native  of  Tennessee,  his  birth  having  oc- 
curred in  Maury'  county,  on  the  22<i  of  Sep- 
tember, 1845.  His  paternal  grandfather,  Alex- 
ander McRae,  w'as  born  in  Scotland,  and  on 


coming  to  America  settled  in  North  Carolina, 
where  occurred  the  birth  of  his  son,  Duncan 
AlcRae,  who  in  his  boy'hood  days  accf.unpanied 
his  parents  on  their  removal  to  Tennessee,  the 
family  home  being  established  in  Alaury 
county',  where  Duncan  Mc.Rae  continued  to  re- 
side throughout  his  remaining  days.  He  be- 
came a substantial  agriculturist  of  that  locality. 
His  wife  was  born  in  that  couiily'  ami  wa.s  a 
sister  of  R.  R.  Raiiney,  who  came  to  Texas 
from  Tennessee  in  1836  to  assi.st  the  struggling 
revolutionists  in  the  achievement  <;>f  indepen- 
dence from  Mexico.  1 le  was  with  General  Fan- 
nin's command  and  was  killed  in  the  battle 
of  Goliad. 

Duncan  McRae  was  reared  tC'  farm  life  and 
acquired  his  early  education  in  the  jiublic 
schools  of  IMaury'  county,  while  later  he  j)nr- 
sued  his  studies  at  Aloore'.-'  Insiituie.  in 
Mooresville,  Tennessee.  He  was  a young  man 
of  eighteen  y'ears  when  in  i8f)4  he  responded 
to  the  call  of  the  Confederaev,  enlisting  in 
Company  F,  First  Tennessee  Cavalry.  With 
that  command  he  went  to  Georgia,  joining  Gen- 
eral joe  Johnston’s  army  and  tvas  in  all  of  the 
bgliting  that  constituted  the  siege  and  battle  of 
Atlanta,  continuing  with  Johnston’s  army  un- 
til its  .surrender  in  North  Carolina.  He  was 
also  in  the  hotly'  contesteil  engagement  <-f  New 
Hope  Church,  which  preceded  the  battle 'd  .\t- 
banta. 

When  the  war  was  ended  Air.  McRae  re- 
turned to  his  home  in  Alaury  county,  remies- 
see,  where  he  began  farming  and  later  he  was 
likervise  identified  with  merchandising,  carry- 
ing on  both  pursuits  until  the  latter  part  <A 
1876,  when,  determining  to  establish  his  home 
in  Texas,  where  he  believed  he  might  enjoy' 
better  business  advantages,  he  came  to  Tarrant 
county'  on  the  i.st  of  January,  1877.  Here  he 
has  since  resided.  He  began  farming  at  John- 
son’s Station,  four  miles  south  of  Arlington, 
and  later  he  located  at  Handley,  while  in 
1807  he  estaldislied  his  home  in  Polyttxihnic 
Heights,  IMrt  Worth,  where  he  has  since  lived. 
Not  long  after  his  arrival  in  Tarrant  county 
he  began  teaching,  and  continued  in  the  pro- 
fession for  .several  years  in  connection  with 
the  manageineiit  c>f  hi.s  agricultural  interests. 
He  first  taught  at  John.sou’s  Station  and  later 
at  other  places  in  Tarrant  county — l landlcy, 
Mansfield,  Smiihfield  and  Kc-llcr,  and  in  1894 
he  was  elected  county  superintendent  of 
schools,  which  position  he  filled  in  a most  cap- 
able and  s.atisfactory'  manner  for  six  years,  be- 
ing elected  for  three  consecutive  terras  and 
then  retired  from  the  office  as  he  had  entered 
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It with  tlie  confidence  and  w(>od  will  of  all 

concerned.  Since  that  time  lie  has  not  been 
actit'cly  connected  with  tlie  teacher's  profes- 
sion -ave  that  he  takes  a most  earnest  interest 
in  educatiojial  affairs  in  Tarrant  connt_v,  a.s- 
.^istiinj;  in  ctiunty  institutes  and  in  other  ways 
ieiiding’  his  iiiiluence  to  maintain  a 111^:11  stand- 
aril  of  the  .schools,  and  iiromotc  the  intellectual 
dcveloj.nicnt  of  tiie  locality.  He  is  the  owner 
of  '.me  of  the  finest  farms  in  Tarrant  county, 
coiviprisinsr  more  than  four  hundred  acres  lying 
along  the  intcrurban  railroad  witliin  three 
miles  of  Arlington.  This  tract  is  under  a high 
state  of  cultivation  and  is  well  eijuipped  with 
modern  improvements,  indicating  the  careful 
supervision  and  practical  and  jirogressire 
methods  of  the  owner. 

-Mr.  McRae  was  married  iis  \\  illiamson 
county.  I'cnncssec.  Scplc.mhc  r 7.  iSii9.  to  Miss 
I'ajinic  Crowe,  a driUgliler  of  Thomas  .\. 
t'vowc.  Fsij.,  of  W’illitimson  couiny,  Ten- 
M(i-s'.e.  She  died  June  14.  190.P  sin- 
viteil  hy  a daughter  and  three  son.>.  nantely : 
^\'illie.  the  wife  of  J.  W\  Smith;  Hnncan 
Cfo-we;  Edward  and  W’altcr  Thomas.  .iMr. 
McRae  is  a member  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
cop-d  church.  South,  and  is  interested  in  the 
ittalerial.  intellecurd  and  moral  development 
'1  the  comnmnity,  co-operating  along  these 
line.s  fa'  general  ivnj.trox  einent  and  upbuilding. 

JUlfCiE  J \1UES  L.  H.HHHSOX,  a well 
imown  cattleman  and  a resident  of  Patihandle, 
hro  recently  becni  the  honored  ijicuinbctit  of 
the  office  of  county  judge  of  Carson  county  and 
his  connection  -with  both  private  business  avul 
puiilic  affair.s  lias  given  hitn  a place  of  promi- 
nence a.'ul  esteem  in  this  section  of  Texas.  A. 
native  son  of  the  Lone  Star  state,  he  was  born 
in  I-'ivaca  county  itt  T858.  His  father,  Samuel 
Harrison,  a native  of  Tennessee,  moved  to  .Ala- 
bama :md  thcncc  to  Texas  about  tfl52,  locating 
first  in  'ritus  county  and  later  in  Lawaca  conn- 
tv,  where  lie  sUil  lives  anil  is  a .siiccessfiil  i.irm- 
> r.  The  mother,  Kllen  ip.iwcc)  ilarrison 
\\  ho  is  now  decease^,,  was  also  horn  in  'I'ennes- 
sc  e. 

judge  llarri.-on  spent  his  Itoyhciod  c>n  his 
fatlicr'ft  farm,  aitd  at  the  age  of  sixteen  itegan 
“cow  puitching"  tutd  has  Iwen  i ' ntified  in  an 
ne  reasitig  degree  ith  the  ctiUle  business 
from  that  time  tia  this.  In  1887  he  came  to 
Odemtut  crnnitv,  wlicre  he  w.'is  empdoyed  a 
•couple  t>r  years,  aiul  in  1880  catiie  to  the  fc'Ot 
of  the  jiiairm.  in  lilotlcy  county.  There  he  en- 
tered the  service  of  the  Matador  Cattle  Com- 
p.any  a-  a cowboy  , ami  later  became  their  range 


manager.  Sulisequently  taking  a place  with 
the  Home  Land  and  Cattle  Companyp  for  sev- 
eral years  he  managed  their  cattle  interests 
in  New  Mexico,  and  in  the  fall  of  1890  came  to 
Carson  county  this  state  with  a bunch  of  cat- 
tle for  that  company,  putting  them  on  the 
\\  bite  Deer  pastures.  I.ate  in  1892,  still  in  the 
employ  of  the  Home  Land  and  Cattle  Com- 
pany, lie  took  a lot  of  their  cattle  to  Montana, 
and  remained  in  charge  of  their  interests  there 
till  the  winter  of  i89f>-97,  when  he  returned  to 
Carson  county.  Since  the  Home  T.and  and 
Cattle  Company  sold  out  their  interests  Mr. 
Harri.son  has  been  in  the  cattle  business  for 
himself,  and  has  become  one  of  tlie  mo.st  ex- 
tensive operators  along  this  line  in  the  Pan- 
handle. His  pastures,  most  of  which  are  leased 
from  the  Atdiite  Deer  ranch,  lie  in  Roberts  and 
Cray  counties,  and  consist  of  about  one  hun- 
dre«l  thousand  acres.  He  also  owns  in  his  name 
a large  amount  of  land. 

fudge  Harrison  came  into  prominence  in 
Carson  county'  as  a jmhlic  official  in  1900,  when 
he  was  elected  county  judge,  and  h\'  re-elec- 
tion. in  1002  served  altogether  fem  four  years, 
vvith  a most  creditable  record  in  every  detail 
of  his  work'.  His  princijial  attention,  however, 
has  always  been  given  to  his  cattle  iiitcre.sts, 
and  he  is  a well  known  member  of  the  Texas 
t'atllt;-,Raiscrs’  Association. 

fudge  Harrison  and  family  reside  in  the 
town  of  I'anhainlle.  where  they'  have  a very 
pretty  re.sidencc  and  enjoy  a large  circle  of 
friends.  Judge  Harrison  was  married  at 
Catesville,  this  state,  to  iMiss  Nellie  Hotch- 
kiss, and  their  one  son  is  James  Harrison, 

IRA  T.  \'.\LENTI!\  E.  In  reviewing  the 
prominent  incnibers  of  the  Tarrant  county  bar 
the  name  of  Ira  T.  \”alcntine  takes  precedence 
of  manv  of  his  professional  brethren.  Those  who 
win  prominence  at  the  bar  of  .America’s  thriving 
citie.s.  of  which  F'lrt  M'orth  is  one,  must  have  a 
ihortaigh  understanding  of  its  principles,  a keen 
pxTeejttion.  logical  rea.soifing  and  above  all  habits 
of  painstaking,  patient  industry.  All  mu.st  begin 
on  a common  pilaiie  and  rise  to  eminence  by  per- 
severance. or  fall  back  into  the  ranks  of  mediocri- 
ty. In  like  manner  with  all  oilier.s.  Ira  T.  Valen- 
tine started  out  to  win  a name  and  place  for  him- 
self. and  his  success  has  made  him  one  of  the 
leaders  of  the  Fort  W orth  bar. 

I fis  birth  occurred  in  Ledford,  Tarrant  coun- 
ty, a son  of  R.  T.  and  Mary  (Armstrong)  Valen- 
tine. The  father  took  up  his  re.sidcnce  in  Tar- 
rant county  in  T867.  and  here  he  has  ever  since 
resided,  a mcrcluuit  by  occupation,  and  for  many 
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vears  jwstmaster  of  Bedford.  I’lic  .son  Ira  re- 
ceived his  early  educational  training  in  the  public 
schools  of  his  native  city,  later  attending  the 
Sam  Houston  Normal  Schcjol  at  Huntsville,  Tex- 
as, where  he  graduated  in  1894  with  high  honors, 
being  .salutatorian  of  his  cla.ss.  While  in  school 
he  had  prepared  himself  especially  for  teaching, 
and  after  leaving  the  normal  engaged  actively  in 
that  profession  for  about  eight  years,  about  four 
years  of  the  time  being  spent  as  prineipal  of  the 
high  school  at  Dublin  ; also  held  the  -same  position 
in  one  of  the  ward  schools  in  Houston,  was  secre- 
tary' of  the  State  Teachers’  Asscociation  for  one 
year  and  for  the  same  length  of  time  a member 
of  the  executive  committee.  Mr.  V’alentine  was 
numbered  among  the  prominent  educators  of  the 
state,  but  wishing  to  enter  the  ranks  of  the  legal 
profession  he  abandoned  the  work  of  the  school 
room  and  prepared  for  his  chosen  calling  in  the 
law  department  of  the  University  of  Texas  at 
Austin,  where  he  took  a two  years’  course  and 
graduated  in  1902,  Fie  then  returned  to  his  home 
county  and  engaged  in  the  practice  of  law  at  Fort 
Worth.  He  enjoys  - a large  clientage,  and  has 
connected  himself  with  much  of  the  important 
litigation  heard  in  the  courts  of  the  district  in  the 
past  few  y'Cars.  He  is  a member  of  the  law  firm 
of  Bowlin,  VHlcntine  & Curtis,  with  offices  at 
2001^2  Main  street.  Fort  Worth,  while  his  home 
is  at  North  Fort  \Vorth,  and  in  .April,  1904.  he 
was  elected  city  attorney  of  the  latter  place  for 
the  term  of  two  years  and  in  connection  with  his 
duties  in  that  position  maintains  an  office  in  the 
city  hall  in  North  Fort  Worth. 

Mr.  \falentine  was  married  near  Birdville,  Tar- 
rant county,  to  Miss  Pearl  Bailey,  the  daughter 
of  one  of  the  old  and  prominent  jiioneer  settlers 
of  this  county,  and  tliey  have  three  daughters — 
Edna,  Olene  and  Inez.  Air.  V^alcntine  is  promi- 
nent in  the  Knights  of  Pythias  fraternity.  l>eing  a 
manber  and  pa.st  chancellor  of  Lodge  No.  330, 
of  North  Fort  Worth,  and  has  been  a grand  rep- 
resentative in  the  state  organization.  He  also 
belongs  to  tlie  Modem  Woodmen  of  America,  the 
Red  Men  and  tlie  Rathbone  Sisters.  Mrs,  Valen- 
tine is  the  most  excellent  chief  of  the  Rathbone 
Sisters  of  North  Fort  Worth,  where  Air.  Valen- 
tine also  holds  membership. 

CAPTAIN  RICHARD  W.  HYDE,  the  well 
known  hardware  merchant  of  Iowa  Park, 
Wichita  county,  has  been  identified  with  the 
business  life  of  this  town  almost  .since  its  in- 
ception, and  as  a Texan  is  one  of  the  oldest 
and  foremost  citizens,  this  state  having  been 
his  home  practically  all  the  time  since  boy'- 
bood. 


He  was  burn  in  Rutberftird  county,  Tennes- 
see, in  1840,  being  a son  of  Jordan  W'.  and 
Melinda  (Davis)  Hyde.  His  father  was  a Ten- 
nesseean by'  birth,  and  fr^un  that  state  enlisted 
for  service  in  the  .vlexican  war,  after  the  con- 
clusion of  which  hi.  locaied  in  Texas.  During 
this  time  he  lost  his  wife,  the  mother  of  Cap- 
lain  ITv'de.  and  in  1853  liie  father  located  here 
after  the  Alexican  war  and  his  two  sons  came 
to  I exas  anil  located  in  Clarksville,  in  Red 
River  county,  where  Lite  father  engaged  in  the 
mercantile  bu.siiiess  and  became  a large  and 
prosperous  merchant  and  trader.  That  was 
before  the  railroads  penetrated  that  section,  and 
his  goods  were  shipperl  up  the  Red  river  from 
New  (.trlean.s  as  far  as  .Shreveport,  and  thence 
freighted  across  the  country  to  Clarksville.  In 
1852  he  had  made  a trip  to  California,  but  re- 
mained there  only  a short  time.  After  becom- 
ing well  estaldishcrl  at  Clarksville  he  started  1 
branch  store  at  Sulphur  .Spring>,  Texas,  and 
did  a tionrishing  business  at  both  places  for 
some  time  before  the  war.  During  the  rebel- 
lion he  .supplied  cattle  to  the  Confederate  army, 
but  during  that  period  his  fortune  was  largely' 
sacrificed,  and  when  peace  came  he  entered 
into  the  cattle  business.  In  November,  1S79, 
while  he  was  taking  a shijmient  of  cattle  north, 
his  train  went  down  viith  the  bridge  across  the 
Missouri  river  at  St.  Charles  and  he  was  killed. 
He  was  a resourceful  and  well  known  man, 
was  inlluential  in  affairs,  and  was  generally' 
successful. 

Ca])tain  Hyde  was  a hoy  when  he  came  to 
Texa.*;  with  hi.-^  father,  and  he  learned  the 
mercantile  hu.sine.ss  under  the  latter’s  direc- 
tion. lie  was  jnst  of  age  when  the  Civil  war 
broke  out,  and  he  at  once  joined  the  army'  at 
Clark.^ville,  although  he  did  not  regularly'  en- 
list there.  He  fought  for  the  southern  cause 
throughout  the  war,  and  i.s  one  of  the  Confed- 
erate veterans  whose  sendee  extended  over 
nearly  four  year.s.  F'rom  Clarksville  he  w'ent 
to  Alissouri  wiili  a lot  of  ATcCullough’s  men, 
and  enlisteil  in  Benton  county’,  that  state,  in  the 
Seventh  Alis.souri  Cavalry,  Company'  K.  He 
was  under  General  Price,  and  when  that  gen- 
eral went  east  he  vv'as  one  of  the  twontv'-two 
hundred  soldiers  w ho  were  sent  hack  from  Hel- 
ena, Arkansas,  to  Alissoviri.  l.during  the  w'ar 
his  services  were  confined  to  Arkansa.s,  Alis- 
souri .and  Indian  Territory'.  He  was  under 
Colonel  Alarniadukc  and  General  Jo  Shelby, 
when  the  latter  was  a cajvtain,  and  w’as  with  the 
former  at  the  battle  of  Prairie  Grove,  Arkansas, 
fighting  against  Phillips ; he  was  with  Colonel 
Coffee  at  the  Lime  Jack  engagement,  on  which 
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occasion  he  was  siruck  by  a sabre  and  his 
forehead  still  Iwars  the  scar  from  this 
wound.  Especially  hitter  was  the  war  in  Mis- 
souri, where  the  hostile  feeling  was  at  fever 
heat  and  where  neighbor  was  against  neigh- 
bor and  even  ineinhers  of  the  same  family  in 
dead)}'  feud.  He  was  captured  a number  of 
limes  during  his  military  e.xperience,  and  had 
manv  narrenv  and  thrilling  escapes. 

When  the  war  was  ot  er  he  went  into  the 
cattle  business,  and  in  the  summer  of  1865  he 
>ct  out  for  iMontana,  where  he  arrived  that  fall. 
The  e.xciting  times  of  gold  disco\er\'  were 
then  at  their  height  in  that  territory,  and  he 
was  at  Alder  Gulch  (Virg-inia  City)  soon  after 
the  discovery  of  the  precious  metal  at  that 
place,  as  also  in  other  noted  mining  camps 
in  that  state.  \\  estern  life  with  all  its  free  and 
rough  feature^  became  very  familiar  to  him, 
and  tnore  than  once  he  saw  the  eiuick  ajid  ef- 
fective work  of  the  vigilantes.  While  there 
he  was  mainly  concerneil  with  the  cattle  trade, 
and  he  continued  in  .Montana  and  neighboring 
territories  for  about  fifteen  years.  -A.t  one  time 
he  had  for  a jiartner  Captain  \\  illiam  F.  Dran- 
nan,  a noted  frontiersman,  and  they  had  be- 
come accjuainted  at  .‘salt  l.akc  t.'ity.  Cajitain 
Drannan,  in  his  “Thirty-one  Years  on  the  hVon 
tier,”  sjieaks  very  highly  of  Captain  Hyde. 
Though  many  years  have  elapsed  since  Mr. 
Hyde  was  in  ^lontana,  he  still  has  friends 
there,  and  is  also  owner  of  a half  interest  in 
the  Boaz  gold  mine  near  Mrginia  City. 

.\tter  leaving  Montana  Captain  Hyde  went 
to  Mills  county,  Iowa,  and  engaged  in  farm- 
ing and  the  cattle-feeding  business,  and  while 
ilun-  be  was  married  to  Mis-  Colona  Wearin, 
a member  of  the  Wearin  family  who  are  noted 
for  being  the  largest  landholders  in  southwest- 
ern Iowa.  Captain  Hyde  lived  in  IMills  county 
from  [879  to  1889.  and  in  the  latter  year  came 
to  Te.xas  and  located  at  his  present  home  town 
of  Iowa  I’ark.  Here  he  bought  some  land, 
V.  as  engaged  in  trading  and  loaning  nione\' 
until  1893,  when  he  established  his  liardware 
store.  \\  ith  the  exception  of  two  years  he  has 
been  in  this  business  ever  since,  and  now  has 
as  partner  Jes-e  Tanner,  a young  man  who 
formerly  worked  for  him,  the  firm  name  be- 
ing Hyde  and  Tanner:  The  maiden  name  of 

y'aptain  ITv’de's  present  wife  i.s  Sarah  Isabel 
Powers,  and  the-}’  were  married  in  Te.xas, 
He  has  three  children,  ;dl  living  in  Mills  coun- 
ty, Iowa,  nameh';  Mrs.  Olive  Swa_\nc,  Otha 
Hyde  and  Othello  Hyde.  Captain  Hyde  is  a 
Ma-.n,  and  a popular  man  among  all  his  many 
friends  and  Imsincss  associates. 


JOHN  W.  McCRACKEN,  state  agent  for 
the  Security  Mutual  Life  Insurance  Company 
with  headquarters  at  Fort  W’^orth,  has  gained 
a distinctively  representative  clientage  in  this 
business.  He  formerh'  became  well  known 
in  educational  circles  and  since  his  connection 
with  the  insurance  business  he  has  gained  a 
.still  broader  accjuaintance  and  has  developed  a 
business,  the  extent  and  importance  of  wEich 
indicates  in  no  unmistakable  manner  his  splen- 
did discernment,  executive  force  and  unremit- 
ting enterprise.  He  is  a native  of  Arkansas 
and  a .son  of  W'illiain  M.  and  Jane  (Doak)  Mc- 
Cracken. His  parents  were  born  in  Tennessee, 
from  which  .state  they  removed  to  -\rkansas, 
living  there  for  seven  \'Cars,  subsequent  to 
which  time  they  came  to  Texas,  locating  in 
1858  at  Springtown,  Parker  county.  They  were 
among  the  first  settlers  there,  only  ttvo  or  three 
families  having  located  in  that  part  of  the 
county  before  their  arrival.  The  father  i.s  well 
remembered  by  all  of  the  pioneers  of  that 
part  of  the  state  as  an  early  settler  who  experi- 
enced all  tlie  hardships,  [irivations  and  trials  in- 
cident to  the  settlement  of  a frontier  when  the 
people  were  constantly  menaced  li}-  the  In- 
dians, Springtown  being  a storm  center  of  the 
Indian  troubles  in  those  days.  Mr.  McCrack- 
en. however,  became  successful  as  a farmer 
and  stock-raiser  and  his  old  homestead  forms 
one  corner  of  the  city  of  Springtown  and  in 
later  years  has  become  a portion  of  the  best 
residence  district  there.  It  is  in  the  midst  of 
one  of  the  richest  agricultural  portions  of  the 
state  and  Mr.  McCracken  lived  to  see  the  town 
of  which  he  was  one  of  the  founders  grow  to 
be  a rich  and  prosperous  municipality.  He 
died  in  January,  1899,  since  which  time  John 
A\*.  McCracken  has  purchased  the  old  home 
and  it  has  since  been  his  place  of  residence, 
although  he  maintains  his  business  headquar- 
ters in  Fort  A\'orth. 

I'he  subject  of  this  review,  born  JMarch 
19.  1856,  was  reared  upon  the  old  home  farm 
and  his  industry  and  the  utilization  of  his 
opportunities  enabled  him  to  secure  a good 
education,  .\mong  his  later  instructors  was 
Profes.sor  S.  \V.  Merrick,  a well  knowm  edu- 
cator of  those  early  days.  Mr.  JMcCracken 
prepared  himself  for  teaching  and  established 
the  first  college  in  Parker  county — College  Hill 
Institute  at  Springtown.  This  enterprise  was 
successful  from  the  beginning  and  became  a 
valued  factor  in  educational  development  of 
the  state.  Mr.  McCracken  remained  at  its 
head  for  thirteen  years,  the  moving  spirit  in  its 
growth  and  development,  and  on  the  expiration 
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of  that  period  established  Mineral  Wells  Col- 
lege at  Mineral  Wells,  Palo  Pinto  county, 
which  he  conducted  for  seven  years,  and  at 
the  end  of  that  time  there  was  an  enrollment  of 
five  hundred  and  twenty-six  pupils  under  the 
charge  of  eleven  teachers.  During  the  course 
of  his  career  as  an  educator  Mr.  McCracken  has 
taught  the  sons  and  daughters  of  some  of  the 
most  prominent  families  in  Texas  and  the  ter- 
ritories. He  was  particularly  proficient  in 
mathematics  and  made  tluit  his  s[>ecialty,  but 
was  also  well  qualified  to  teach  any  other  de- 
partment. In  Parker  county  he  was  the  presi- 
dent of  the  examining  board  for  eight  years 
aiiu  in  Palo  Pinto  county^  occupied  a similar 
position  for  seven  y^ears. 

At  times  during  his  educational  work  he  de- 
voted the  vacation  periods  to  soliciting  life 
insurance,  and  having  demonstrated  that  he 
could  be  successful  in  the  business  he  re- 
tired entirely  from  the  teacher’s  profession  in 
1898  and  accepted  a position  at  a good  salary 
with  the  New  York  Life  Insurance  Company. 
After  remaining  wdth  that  company  for  a 
time  he  became  connected  with  the  .Amer- 
ican Union  Life  Insurance  Company,  and 
later  with  the  Equitable  Life,  and  in 
June,  1901.  he  received  aiipointment  to 
the  position  of  state  agent  of  the  .‘Security  l\lut- 
ual  Life  Insurance  Company  of  Binghamton, 
New  York,  his  territory  being  the  state  of  Tex- 
as and  Greer  county,  Oklahoma.  He  main- 
tiiins  his  headquarters  in  the  Powell  budding 
in  Fort  Worth,  with  Thomas  Morgan  as  cash- 
ier of  the  office,  and  there  are  one  hundred  and 
twenty^  agents  in  the  state  under  his  sujiervi- 
sion,  w'hile  in  1004  the  office  wtoIc  insurance 
amounting  to  more  than  a million  and  a half 
dollars.  Mr.  McCracken  has  written  insur- 
ance on  the  lives  of  some  of  the  most  promi- 
nent men  of  Texas.  His  many  years  of  teach- 
ing brought  him  into  close  touch  with  lead- 
ing people  throughout  the  state  and  he  won 
warm  friendships,  and  when  he  took  up  life  in- 
surance as  a permanent  business  he  W'as  a: 
once  accorded  a lucrative  patronage;  his  high 
character  and  standing  as  a business  man  and 
citizen  being  testified  by  the  reganl  which  is 
uniformh'  accorded  him  by  prominent  peojjle 
throughout  the  state. 

Mr.  McCracken  is  the  president  of  the  school 
board  at  Springtown  an<l  is  intensely  inter- 
ested in  coiiuminity  affairs.  He  was  the  first 
man  to  introduce  and  agitate  the  movement 
to  connect  Fort  Worth  and  Mineral  Wells,  via 
Springtown,  by  electric  railw'ay,  and  is  a char- 
ter member  and  director  in  the  corporation 
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who  recently  secured  a charier  fnr  the  building 
of  the  line.  He  is  deeply'  interested  in  the  en- 
ter[)rise  and  ha^  every  confidence  that  it  will 
succeed.  His  energy  is  of  the  kind  that  never 
tires,  always  meeting  obstacles  with  renewed 
vigor.  He  is  a Koval  Arch  Mason  and  an  Elk- 
in his  fraternal  relations,  a JMethodist  in  his- 
religious  faith  and  a Democrat  in  his  political 
view's.  He  married  Mis.s  Bcttie  Taylor,  .Aug- 
ust 11,  1879.  a native  of  IMissLs.sippi,  and  thev 
have  five  children:  W.  I...  Stella,  now  Mrs.  L. 
E.  Seaman,  of  Mincrall  Wells,  Maud,  Than  and 
John  R. 

DR.  JOHN  .\LBERT  HEDRICK,  phj- 
sician  and  surgeon  at  Dalhari,  has  been  identi- 
fied professionally  and  as  a i>ublic-s]'irited  citi- 
zen with  this  northwest  corner  of  the  Pan- 
handle ever  since  the  town  of  Dal  hart 
sprang  into  existence.  He  is  highly  regarded 
in  bnsines.s  circles  and  h.xs  been  connected 
with  business  affairs  in  this  section  of 
1'exas  about  as  long  as  anv  othvT  man.  As 
a physician  and  surgeon  he  lias  attained  high 
rank,  deservedly  on  account  of  his  skill  ami 
thoromdi  professional  knowledge,  and  in 

whatever  ’ relation  he  has  become  kii(>wn  to 
his  fellow  citizens  he  has  shown  aliility  and 
liigli  wisrth. 

Born  in  Homer,  Louisiana,  in  iStAp  Dr- 
Hedrick  is  the  .son  of  a physician,  his  father. 
Dr.  W.  C.  Hedrick,  a native  of  .Mississipj>i. 
having  been  a practicing  (ihvsician  for  over 
forty  xears.  He  came  to  Te.xas  from  Lonisi.ina 
in  1 868.  locating  at  Bryan,  and  later  moved  to 
Calvert,  where  he  lived  until  1880,  and  then 
went  to  Ennis.  He  is  now  retired  from  prac- 
tice and  lives  at  Wilderville,  this  state.  Dr. 
Hedrick’s  mother.  Emily'  (TTrkins)  Hedrick, 
now  deceased,  was  born  at  Brookhaven,  .Mis- 
sissippi. 

A resident  of  Texas  since  he  was  four  years 
old,  Dr.  Hedrick,  after  obtaining  a good  [iri- 
mary  education,  finished  at  linnis  College.  He 
then  took  up  the  study  of  jiharmacy  and  be- 
came a druggist,  and  in  1887  be  came  out  to 
the  Panhandle  and  established  a drug  store 
at  Clarendon,  being  one  of  the  pioneer  mer- 
chants of  that  city,  where  he  continued  in  the 
drug  business  for  ten  years.  In  the  meantime, 
as  occasion  offered,  he  had  taken  Ufi  the  study 
of  medicine  privately,  and  whenever  it  was 
possible  he  attended  medical  lectures  in  the 
medical  department  of  Fort  Worth  University. 
Before  his  graduation,  however,  he  passed  the 
necessary'  e.xamination  before  the  state  board 
entitling  him  to  practice,  and  in  1897  he  entered 
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upon  actual  practice  at  Bridgeport,  this  .state. 
I.aier  lie  returned  to  the  1‘anhandlc  and  estab- 
Ir-hed  Ills  uiTice  at  Canyon  Cit\',  in  Randall 
cciuiity.  ttaeing  oraduated  in  Kiui  from  the 
medical  deparUneiU  eif  J'ort  W ortli  I'niver- 
~itv,  on  .\pril  4 of  the  same  year  he  came  to 
]>alliart,  which  kavii  and  its  vicinage  have 
-ince  been  the  fiehl  of  his  professional  en- 
dea-i  ors. 

The  El  I'aso  line  of  the  Rock  Island  Rail- 
loavl  was  being  graded  through  Ihalhart  when 
lie  located  there,  and  where  it  junctioned  with 
ll:e  I'ort  firth  and  Dem  er  line  there  was 
e.stablished  a new  town  which,  after  being 
nanud  variously  during  its  inci])ient  stages,  be- 
came tinally  plotter!  as  Ilalhart  in  July,  1901, 
at  \\  liicli  time  tlie  first  sale  of  town  lots  was 
licld.  Dr.  llerlrick  makes  a specialty  of  snrg- 
erv,  alt  h- High  his  practice  is  of  a general  na- 
ture, ;ind  he  ntiw  has  all  the  professional  bu.si- 
ness  that  he  can  consistently  attend  to.  He 
is  local  surgeon  for  bc'lli  the  Rock  Island  and 
the  I'ort  Worth  and  lieiner  Railways,  and  is 
a meniher  of  the  Rock  Island  System  Surgical 
Association,  and  of  the  Panhandle  and  the 
Texas  State  Medical  societies.  .At  the  pre.sent 
writing  he  is  serving  a-  secretary  of  the  Dal- 
hart  school  bfiard.  He  heleings  to  the  .\ina- 
rillo  loflge  of  I'lk.-',  to  the  Woodmen  and  other 
orders,  and  is  sjiecially  prominent  in  Knight.s 
of  1’y‘hias  circles,  being  grand  representative 
from  this  district  to  the  grand  lodge  of  the 
state  and  is  deinity  grand  chancellor  for  the 
state. 

Dr.  Hedriek  ami  wife  are  members  of  the 
Methodist  church.  He  was  niarricfl  at  Clar- 
endon to  Miss  Dot  Ward,  of  Henrietta,  and 
they  have  three  >uns. 

HON.  D.\N1EL  W ELDON  ODELL,  h is 
a notable  fact  that  the  hiwyer  figures  more 
prominently  in  public  life  than  any  other  one 
class  of  citizens.  The  reason  i.s  evident  and 
needs  no  exjdanation  here,  for  tlie  (jiialities 
which  Would  fit  tme  for  successful  practice — 
anah  tical  pow  er,  keen  discernment  ami  logical 
reasoning — akso  equip  liiiii  for  the  mastery  of 
the  inqiorlant  questions  relating  to  the  wel- 
fare of  countv,  state  and  nation.  Mr.  (..)dell, 
practicing  at  the  liar  of  Cleburne,  has  gained 
a large  ciienlage  and  in  public  life  has  wielded 
a wiile  influence,  various  public  honors  hav- 
ing been  conferred  upon  him. 

He  is  a native  of  Crockett,  Houston  county, 
Texas,  and  a son  of  Judge  J.  Al.  and  Arabella 
( Murchi.son)  Odell.  The  father  wa.s  born  in 
Tennessee,  in  1832,  and  came  to  Texa.s,  locat- 


ing in  Houston  count}',  which  was  his  home 
until  1871.  He  then  removed  to  Cleburne, 
where  he  has  lived  .since  that  time,  and  he 
served  here  upon  the  bench.  His  wife,  al.so 
living,  W'as  born  in  Alississippi. 

Hon.  Daniel  W.  Odell  was  a young  lad  when 
his  parents  came  to  Cleburne  and  in  the  pub- 
lic and  private  schools  of  this  city  he  ac- 
quired his  education.  He  took  up  the  study 
of  la\v  in  the  office  of  Crane  & Ramsey,  the 
partners  being  lion.  M.  M.  Crane  and  Judge 
\\  . F.  Ramsey,  c.on.sliintirig  one  of  the  strong 
law  firms  of  the  Cleburne  bar  and  after  thor- 
ough preliminary  reading  he  was  admitted  to 
the  bar  in  i8c^2.  Here  he  has  won  a creditable 
place  as  a member  of  the  legal  fraternity,  hav- 
ing manifested  strength  in  argument,  strong 
logic  in  his  persistent  force  and  thorough  fa- 
miliarit}  with  the  principles  of  law  involved. 

Mr.  Odell  has  also  figured  prominently  in 
political  circles  and  was  the  Democratic  nomi- 
nee of  the  legislature  in  1892.  In  1894  he  was 
elected  county  atluniey  and  was  re-elected  in 
1896,  but  resigned  in  1897  and  the  following 
year  was  cliosshi  to  represent  his  district  in 
the  state  senate.  In  1900  he  was  a delegate 
at  large  to  the  Democratic  convention  at  Kan- 
sas City,  where  \\'.  J.  Bryan  was  nominated 
for  the  presidency,  and  in  1902  and  again  in 
1904  he  was  a member  of  the  state  executive 
committee  of  the  Democratic  party.  In  the 
state  senate  he  served  as  pre.sident  pro  letn, 
was  a member  of  judiciary  committee  No.  t, 
chairman  of  the  committee  on  .state  affairs  and 
a member  of  other  important  committees.  He 
took  an  active  part  in  much  constructive  leg- 
islation and  was  interested  in  the  various  ques- 
tions which  came  up  for  settlement,  giving 
to  each  his  earnest  consideration  and  then  sup- 
porting or  opposing  with  force,  as  he  thought 
best  for  the  interests  of  the  state.  He  became 
most  widely  known  perhaps  through  lii.s  oppo- 
sition to  tlie  iiayineiit  of  monev  under  the  Hogg 
fee  bill.  Returning  to  his  home  he  resumed 
his  finictice  of  law  as  a member  of  the  firm  of 
Odell,  Phillips  & Johnson  and  they  have  a 
large  and  imiuirtant  general  practice. 

Mr.  Odell  was  married  to  Miss  Birdie  C. 
.Murchi.son,  whose  parents  came  from  eastern 
Texas  to  Fort  AN'orth.  and  they  now  have  three 
children,  Arabella.  Mary  and  Weldon.  Mr. 
Odell  is  a man  of  dignified  demeanor,  modest 
and  unostentatious,  but  his  ability  is  widely 
recognized  in  the  liberal  law  practice  accorded 
him  and  the  public  honors  that  have  been  con- 
ferred upon  him. 
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WILLIAM  CALVIN  HODGE'S.  In  the 
person  of  William  C.  Hod«-es  the  f^raiii 
business  of  Bellevue  is  ably  represented  and 
capabh^  handled  and  his  acquaintance  over  a 
wide  scope  of  territory  surrounding  his  mar- 
ket wields  a beneficent  influence  in  the  matter 
of  trade  and  his  establishment  vies  with  the 
other  leading  marts  of  Bellevue  for  a fore- 
most place  as  a business-winner  for  the  town. 

Vv  e have  in  William  C.  Hodges  a distin- 
gui.shed  American  character.  Not  distin- 
■guished,  especially,  on  account  of  an  exhibi- 
tion of  genius  in  some  particular  line  of  our 
American  affairs,  but  because  of  the  genuine- 
ness of  his  American  blood.  The  Virginia  Ran- 
dolphs, eminent  statesmen  of  their  day,  point- 
ed to  their  pride  of  ancestry  as  their  greatest 
family  distinction  because  the  blood  of  Poca- 
hontas coursed  through  their  veins.  Equally 
distinguished  is  our  subject,  for  he  is  the  great- 
grand.son  of  a Sioux  chieftain  whose  tribe 
disputed  the  possession  of  the  Missouri  river 
and  all  the  country  northwest  of  it  in  the  first 
quarter  of  the  nineteenth  century. 

Mr.  Laidlaw',  an  Englishman,  established 
himself  along  the  waters  of  the  Missouri  river, 
in  the  forepart  of  the  century  just  passed,  and 
engaged  in  barter  and  trade  wdth  tlie  Sioux 
and  other  tribes  of  Indians.  His  dealings  with 
them  were  so  eminently  fair  and  his  manner 
so  easy  and  simple  that  he  was  named  by  his 
red  brethren,  “the  Good  White  Man.”  Ele 
shipped  his  furs  and  other  articles  of  commerce 
down  the  river  to  St.  Louis  and  there  supplied 
himself  evith  wares  for  his  trade.  Ele  grew 
wx-althy  at  the  business  and  finally  established 
himself  on  a large  plantation  in  Clay  county, 
Missouri,  and  settled  down  to  a more  quiet  and 
uneventful  life.  While  engaged  in  Indian-trad- 
ing he  made  manj"  fast  friendships  among  the 
prominent  people  of  the  Sioux  tribe,  particular- 
ly with  a chief  whose  elde.st  daughter  was  ap- 
proaching womanhood,  and  this  friendship  lie 
turned  to  his  owm  advantage  by  winning  the 
love  of  the  young  maiden  of  the  forest.  Her 
tribal  name  is  unknown  and  when  she  became 
Mrs.  Laidlaw  and  W'as  preparing  to  leave  her 
family  for  the  .society  of  the  “palefaces”  for- 
ever, it  was  the  Indian  cu.stom  that  all  prin- 
cesses, when  about  to  desert  their  father's 
wigwam,  should  hand  down  to  their  next  older 
sister  all  jewels  and  other  ornaments  worn  as 
the  insignia  of  their  position  and  it  took  all 
the  courage  in  our  young  Indian  wife  to  make 
this  sacrifice.  She  accompanied  her  husband 
to  his  farm  and  there  they  lived  in  the  ut- 
mo.st  peace  and  harmony  together.  They  oc- 


casionally visited  the  tribe  and  kept  in  touch 
with  the  chief’.s  family  until  after  Mr.  Laid- 
law’s  death,  when  coinmunication  ceased,  ex- 
cept such  visits  as  annually  took  place. 

The  Laidlaw  above  referred  to  was  the 
grandfather  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch.  His 
home  was  .situated  near  Kearney  .Station  in 
Missouri  and  comprised  .'C\  cral  luuKlred  acres 
of  rich  laud  and  ujion  it  he  built  a three-story 
frame  resilience  with  liventy  moms,  where  he 
entertained  lavishly  and  in  the  style  of  the 
rich  frontiersman  of  his  time.  He  kept  a herd 
of  buffalo  rfor  many  years,  as  a .sort  of  consola- 
tion for  his  squaw  wife,  and  it  required  a cor- 
ral twenty  rails  high  to  hold  them,  lie  en- 
gaged in  stock-raising  and  farming  anil  was 
one  of  the  foremost  men  of  his  county.  He  iheil 
about  1855,  being  the  father  of:  William  and 
James,  who  died  young:  Mrs.  Kate  iMcCliii- 
tock,  Mrs.  iMary  Lurty,  Mrs.  Lizzie  Wallace, 
Mr.s.  Nannie  McNeeley,  Mrs.  Jane  ^\'alle^  and 
Mrs.  Julia  Halbert,  constituted  the  remaining 
children,  including,  also,  Mrs.  Margaret 
Hodges,  the  mother  of  William  C.  Hodges, 
oiir  subject.  Mrs.  Laidlaw  was  an  incessant 
smoker,  tv.as  slow  in  learning  to  speak  English 
and  for  some  time  she  kept  her  little  grand- 
son. our  subject,  to  act  as  her  interpreter.  .She 
was  one  of  several  children  and  when  her  hus- 
band died  she  grew  restless  and  wanted  to  re- 
turn to  her  tribe  and  she  was  carefully  watched 
to  prevent  her  doing  so. 

William  C.  Hodges  was  born  in  Clay  county. 
Missouri.  IMarch  28,  1856,  a son  of  V illiam  F. 
and  iMargaret  Hodges.  The  father  was  a cab- 
inet maker  and  blacksmith,  in  Clay'  county, 
where  his  father,  Calvin  Hodges,  settled,  from 
.\lahanui.  many  years  before  the  C i\  il  war. 
\N  illiam  E".  Hodges  died,  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
five,  ami  in  time  his  widow  married  Gardner 
Alder,  of  Buchanan  county.  Misseruri.  ^\  illiain 
C.  Hoelges  was  his  mother's  first  and  only  child 
bv  her  fir.st  marriage,  but  the  Alder  children 
were : Flora,  wife  of  \N  illiain  V ade,  of  Needles, 
California;  James,  of  Clav  county,  Teivas;  Che- 
loiiia.  w lift  married  J.  Enoch,  of  California; 
Maggie,  and  Bertie,  who  was  married  and  left  a 
chilli  at  death. 

.At  about  fifteen  years  of  age  Mr.  Hodges 
began  life  independenth',  having  acquired  onlv 
a limited  education.  Farming  engaged  him  all 
through  his  nieanderings,  as  a wage-worker 
and  finally  as  the  proprietor  of  a farm,  until  he 
came  to  Bellevue  and  engaged  in  mercantile 
pursuits.  In  1872  he  came  to  Texas  and  as  a 
youth  in  his  teens  he  worked  about  in  Hender- 
son, Smith  and  Tarrant  counties,  returning  to 
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Missiiuri  .ind  remaining'  until  1874,  when  he 
came  again  to  the  Lone  Star  and  worked  a 
coujile  of  years  in  Tarrant  county.  He  then 
v\  ent  into  Denton  county.  He  left  Kansas 
City  with  three  dollars,  made  the  trip  through 
uitlunit  untoward  incident  and  got  a job  at 
ten  dollars  a month  from  farmer  Tandy,  near 
Fort  Worth.  At  the  end  of  a year  he  was  draw- 
ing eighteen  dollars  a month  and  when  he 
reached  Denton  county  he  employed  with 
Squire  Shipley,  on  Zillahoya  creek.  lie  worked 
about  in  several  places  and  finally  got  to  crop- 
])iiiing  on  the  shares  with  Mr.  Jami.son.  While 
thew'  he  married  and  continued  to  farm  until 
1889,  when  he  came  to  Clay  county  and  en- 
gageil  in  the  grocery  business  in  Bellecme  the 
following  year,  which  was  succeeded  the 
grain  and  feed  business  in  1899. 

IMr.  Hotlges  was  married  in  Collin  county, 
Texas,  on  jannary  JT.  iSyri,  to  Miss  Liiar  Smith, 
a daughter  of  the  widely  known  pioneer  Texan, 
C.  L.  Smith,  of  Prosper.  Mr.  Smith  is  one  of 
I he  old  time  head-right  men  of  the  state,  was 
mu.'tering-c>ut  officer  in  the  Mexican  war  and 
has  been  eminently  successful  in  business.  He 
i-.  a large  lan<l  owner,  owns  the  mill  and  ele- 
\ ator  at  Prosper  and  is  president  of  the  bank  at 
t'lat  I'dace.  1 le  is  a native  ot  the  st;ite  cd  Ken- 
tucky. is  eighty  yeai>  < 'Id  and  b\  his  marriage 
with  Mi-^  Mellissa  llawkin.-  is  the  father  of: 
Ih'i^ti')  W..  ' if  Pro!-per ; Cordie.  \vh<.'  first  mar- 
rii'i]  Miises  T.-ulnr  and,  second,  James  Haw- 
kin-,  died  in  Dentitn  cotintt  ; Eddie  is  the  wife 
(>f  >1.  Ik  Harbisun,  of  Deaf  Smith  eounty  ; Mrs. 
If'Xlges,  liorn  in  1858;  Ktnih’,  wife  of  Mortimer 
Spradlitig,  a PiclU'vue  merebant : Kate,  wife  of 
W illiairi  |.  McC  imiiiek.  of  Prosper  ; J.  A. 
■Smith,  of  Denton  ; Edgar  Smith,  of  Denton. 

■Mr.  and  Mrs.  lU.dges’  children  are:  Loma, 

dfe  of  Moma  IlndMui.  t)f  Clav  county,  and  has 
children,  Fannie,  \’erna  and  John  Calvin;  Wil- 
hani  Edgar,  with  the  Santa  Fe  Railways  Com- 
jiany;  Alargaret  Meli>sa,  Heitie  and  Pertie. 

KhllX  I,  LYDON.  joint  car  ins[)ector,  who 
.-iiiee  iBSt)  has  contiiniitnsly  lieen  in  the  railroad 
service  and  ncov  makes  his  home  at  North  Fort 
WMrih,  w here  as  an  officer  he  is  also  well  know  n, 
wa>  horn  at  Weston,  Lewis  county.  West  Vir- 
ginia. His  father.  John  Lydon,  Sr.,  was  a native 
of  county  (iahvay,  rreland.  and  after  arriving  at 
years  of  maturity  was  married  to  Marv  Fahey, 
whose  l>irth  occurred  in  the  city  of  Galway.  They 
had  emigrated  previous  to  this  time  to  America 
widt  their  rw-pective  ]).arents,  settling  in  Lewis 
C'luntv.  West  \ irginia.  and  there  both  jiasscd 


away,  their  remains  being  interred  in  the  cemetery 
at  \\’estoii.  Tire  father  was  a .successful  man  in 
business  and  left  a valuable  estate,  and  the  old 
Lydon  homeplace,  comprising  four  hundred  and 
sixty  acres  of  land,  is  rich  in  oil  resources.  It  is 
still  in  possession  of  John  J.  Lydon  and  his  broth- 
ers and  sisters. 

Thomas  Fahey,  a maternal  uncle  of  our  sub- 
ject, is  a prominent  old  time  citizen  of  Lewis 
county,  West  Virginia,  and  is  likewise  the  owner 
of  properly  interests  in  North  Fort  Worth.  He 
is  the  father  of  W.  J.  Fahey  and  the  father-in-law 
of  W.  E.  Bideker,  both  of  Fort  Worth,  the  latter 
being  chief  of  the  fire  department  there. 

John  J-  Lydon  was  reared  to  farm  life  and 
came  to  Texrrs  in  1881  wdien  twenty-one  years 
of  age.  locating  at  Fort  \Wrth,  and  was  em- 
jdoved  by  the  Texas  & Pacific  until  1886.  He  has 
been  constantly'  in  the  railro.ad  service,  beginning 
in  that  year  with  the  Fort  Worth  & Denver  Rail- 
way, since  which  time  his  name  has  been  upon 
the  pay'  rolls  of  that  company.  Previous  to  1898 
he  had  charge  of  the  yards  of  the  Fort  Worth  & 
Denver  road  in  the  former  city  and  in  the  year 
mentioned  he  was  appointed  chief  joint  car  in- 
spector for  the  railroads  entcrin.g  Fort  Worth, 
the  headquarters  of  this  inspection  being  at  Fort 
Worth,  where  he  has  made  his  home  since  1^2. 
In  this  connection  he  is  serving  the  following 
railroad  companies:  The  Texas  & I’acific,  tlie 
Fort  Worth  & r)en\'cr,  the  Vlissouri,  Kansas  & 
Texa.s,  the  Santa  Fe,  the  Houston  & Texas  Cen- 
tral. the  Cotton  Belt,  the  Red  River  & Rio 
Grande,  the  Rock  Island,  the  International  & 
Great  Northern  and  the  Frisco  roads,  and  in  ad- 
dition to  these  the  North  Texas  Traction  Com- 
pany also  participates  in  joint  inspection.  Mr. 
Lydon  is  likewise  a member  of  the  well  known 
grocery  firm  of  Lydon  & Company',  doing  busi- 
ness on  South  Main  street  in  Fort  AVorth,  the 
store  being  under  the  active  management  of  the 
brother,  M.  M.  Lydon. 

John  J.  Lydon  w'as  married  in  Fort  W'orth  to 
Miss  Maggie  Alulholland,  a daughter  of  H.  A. 
Mulholland,  who  is  represented  elsewhere  in  this 
w'ork.  They  have  a wide  ami  favorable  acquaint- 
ance in  the  city  socially  and  Mr.  Iwdon  is  qiute 
prominent  in  local  political  circles.  .At  the  first 
election  held  in  North  Fort  Worth  after  the  or- 
g.anization  of  the  new  municipality  he  was  elect- 
ed aldenuan  by  a larger  majority  than  w'as  re- 
ceived by  any  candidate  for  any  other  office  here. 
He  ha,s  .since  been  a member  of  the  city  council 
and  he  is  likewise  a valuable  member  of  the 
school  board.  Flis  home,  at  the  comer  of  Twelfth 
and  North  Ru.«k  streets,  is  prettily  located,  and  is 
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one  of  the  substantial  structures  of  tlie  city,  be- 
ing a two-story  dwelling,  built  in  modern  style 
of  architecture  in  the  year  1902. 

HON.  DAVIS  E.  DECKER.  The  name  of 
Hon.  Davis  E.  Decker  is  enduringly  inscribed 
on  the  pages  of  Texa.s’  history  in  connection 
with  the  records  of  her  jurisprudence.  His  su- 
perior ability  has  won  him  marked  success:  he 
has  been  crowned  with  high  judicial  honors; 
and  both  in  business  and  private  life  has  won  an 
enviable  reputation.  Northwestern  Texas  num- 
bers him  among  her  honored  sons  and  political 
leaders.  He  was  born  in  Henderson  county, 
Texas,  in  1866,  a son  of  J.  T.  and  Nila  (Thomp- 
son) Decker.  The  father  was  born  in  King- 
ston county.  New  York,  was  a mechanic  bv 
profession,  and  when  a young  man  he  came  to 
Ilenderson  count}',  Texas,  his  death  there  oc- 
curring in  1889.  His  wife,  who  survives  him 
and  is  now  a resident  of  Quanah,  was  a native 
of  Hemlerson  county,  Tennessee,  but  during 
her  childhood  days  removed  with  her  parents 
to  Henderson  county,  Texas,  and  there  gave  her 
hand  in  marriage  to  Mr.  Decker. 

Hon.  Davis  Fh  Decker  spent  the  early  years 
of  his  life  on  the  old  home  farm  in  Henderson 
county,  and  it  was  largely  through  his  own  ef- 
forts that  he  acquired  his  liberal  education.  He 
graduated  at  Southwe.stern  University.  George- 
town, Texas,  with  class  of  1888,  being  now  a 
member  of  its  Idii  Delta  Theta  fraternity',  a.nd 
his  law  studies  were  pursued  at  Midland.  Texas, 
under  R.  H.  Zane,  his  admission  to  the  bar  oc- 
curring there  in  August,  1S89.  In  the  follow- 
ing February'  he  came  to  Quanah  and  began  the 
practice  of  law.  From  the  first  he  became 
known  as  a man  of  high  attainments  and  prac- 
tical ability  as  a lawyer,  but  he  has  ever  used  his 
intellect  to  the  best  purpose,  and  his  influence 
soon  extended  far  into  professional  and  politi- 
cal circles.  In  1894  he  was  honored  with  the 
election  of  county'  attorney,  and  two  years  later, 
in  1896,  was  made  district  attorney  of  the  Forty- 
sixth  judicial  district,  while  in  1898  he  was 
elected  a member  of  the  legislature  to  repre- 
sent the  old  Panhandle  district  before  its  divi- 
sion into  districts,  thus  sennng  for  two  terms. 
In  1902  he  became  a state  senator  from  this,  the 
Twenty-ninth  senatorial  district,  and  being  a 
hold-over  member  will  serve  until  1906  on  his 
present  term.  During  the  last  session  of  the 
senate  Mr.  Decker  was  chairman  on  the  com- 
mittee on  privileges  and  elections,  much  of  the 
time  being  t.aken  up  with  the  consideration  of 
the  Terrell  election  law,  the  mo.st  important 
measure  passed  by'  that  session.  He  was  also 
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a member  nf  the  committee  on  military  affairs, 
and  introduced  and  had  passed  the  bill  that 
made  the  Texas  Volunteer  Guard  a part  of  the 
National  Guard,  in  accordance  with  the  pro- 
visions of  the  Dick  Bill  in  the  national  congress. 
He  energetically  ftnight  the  Quarantine  Bill, 
and  it  was  largely  through  his  efforts  that  it  was 
defeated,  the  passage  of  which  would  j)racticalh' 
have  ruined  the  cattle  industry'  in  the  I’anhandle 
district.  He  is  a pleasant  and  forceful  speaker, 
and  since  entering  f>ublic  life  has  been  a pn:)m- 
inent  figure  at  all  the  Texas  political  gather- 
ings of  note.  He  is  a meiiflier  of  one  of  the 
leading  law  firms  in  (Juanali,  that  of  i'ires  and 
Decker,  of  which  Judge  A.  J.  Fires  of  Childress 
is  the  senior  member,  'fbey  have  offices  at 
b(>th  Quanah  and  Childre.^s. 

Mr.  Decker  was  married  at  Georgetown  to 
Miss  Jennie  Morrow,  and  they'  have  two  chil- 
dren, Mewrow  and  .Margaret.  Mr.  Decker 
is  a member  of  the  IMethodisI  clmrcli,  the  Ma- 
sonic fraternity,  the  Knights  ot  I’ylhias  and 
Elks.  For  a number  of  years  lie  has  lieen  ac- 
corded a prominent  position  at  the  Te.xas  bar, 
and  his  professional  career  is  an  honor  to  the 
district  w'hich  has  so  honored  him. 

b'E-VATrilyS  ilcPEAK.  superintendent  at 
Fort  Worth  of  (he  Southwestern  Division  of 
the  American  Deforest  Wireless  1 elegraph 
Company,  for  the  past  ten  or  twelve  years  has 
been  well  kncwvn  in  this  jtortion  of  Texas 
through  his  proniinent  connection  with  finan- 
cial and  biisirie.ss  affairs.  ,\  native  cif  fenne-isee, 
near  Menijthis.  lie  is  related  to  some  of  the  best 
families  of  that  state,  including  among  the 
meinber.s  President  Pulk  and  Governc'r  Neil 
S.  Brown,  liie  former  a ]iaternal  relative  and 
the  latter  on  the  mother’s  ,-,ide.  Mr.  .iMcl’cak’.-, 
father  is  Rev.  G.  B.  MePeak,  who  is  still  living 
in  .IMurfreesboro.  Tennessee. 

Reared  and  educated  m Wilson  ccpiuity.  near 
Lebanon,  Tennessee.  -Mr.  MePeak’s  business 
experience  began  at  Nashville,  in  the  banking 
and  brokerage  business,  for  several  year;,  being 
connected  with  the  Bank  of  Ciiinmercc  of  tliat 
citv.  With  experience  ami  natural  ability  to 
fit  him  for  large  usefulness  in  the  field  of 
finance,  he  soon  took  his  place  among  the  as- 
tute brokers  of  his  time.  He  remov  ed  to  Chi- 
cago in  1893  and  ofiened  the  stc>ck  and  bond 
department  for  the  well  known  hon.se  of  Lam- 
son  Brothers  and  Company,  but  owing  to  cli- 
matic conditions  was  sinon  forced  to  return 
south.  In  iMay.  1891.  he  located  in  Fort  Worth, 
and  both  as  a public-s]>irited  citizen  and  busi- 
ness man  lias  been  very  closely  identified  with 
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this  thriving-,  hurtling  Tcxa.s  city  ever  since. 
By  fair  dealing  and  the  native  courte.sy  wliich 
is  manifest  in  all  his  relatiniis  with  others,  he 
built  up  a large  brokerage  business  in  the 
city,  numbered  among  his  patrons  being  many 
of  the  best  known  hu^iness  men,  capitalists 
and  investors  of  Fort  Worth  anil  the  south- 
west. He  was  an  actite  member  of  the  F'ort 
Worth  and  Chicago  boards  of  trade  and  of 
the  New  Orleans  Odton  Ivxchange.  In  Aug- 
ust, 1904,  Mr.  Mrl'eak  i-liseontimieil  (he  hank- 
ing and  Im’kerage  husincss  of  F.  (i.  ^IcPeak 
and  Company  in  order  to  devote  all  his  busi- 
ness attention  to  the  Americati  Del'orcst  Wire- 
less Telegrapli  Coni[)any,  in  which  he  is  a di- 
rector and  a stockholder  and  sujterinlendent 
of  the  Southwestern  ilivision  with  hcadi|uartcrs 
at  Fort  Worth.  He  is  engaged  in  extending 
this  wonderful  system  of  modern  telegraphy 
throughout  tlie  .sontliw  est.  the  first  stations 
having  hetii  erected  at  I-orl  Worth  and  Dal- 
las. This  is  the  only  successful  wireless  sv's- 
tem  operated  on  land,  its  stations  now  extend- 
ing from  the  .Atlantic  inland  to  Chicago,  Kan- 
sas City  and  the  Southwest,  also  including  nu- 
merous naval  and  merchant  marine  vessels. 
Wireless  telegraphy  has  passed  tlie  experi- 
mental stage  and  has  already  entered  upon  its 
wide  domain  ivf  commercial  practicality  and 
usefulness.  The  DeForest  Companyv  since  its 
organization  under  a charier  from  llie  state  of 
Maine  in  the  hatter  jiart  of  has  installed 

its  service  with  succe.ssful  rc.sults  in  the  larg- 
est American  cities,  and  has  many  times  over 
proved  its  efficiency  in  competition  witli  the 
wire  telegraph  lines.  Aside  frcaii  the  fact  that 
messages  are  daily  sent  between  distant  points 
with  ;dl  the  accuracy  secured  Ity  the  old  sy.s- 
tem.s,  th.e  -.ignificant  feattirc  of  tlii.s  new  ser- 
vice is  its  economy  in  rates,  resulting  from  the 
ahsenec  of  jhiIcs,  wire  and  right  of  way-  ro^ 
quired  l>y  the  edd  system.  In  identifying  htm- 
self  with  this  great  modern  entcritri.se  Air. 
Mcl’cak  has  devoted  his  cxecutic'c  anti  btisi- 
tiess  talents  (n  an  exeellenl  cause.  In  addition 
to  his  active  comiection  with  the  telegraph 
cunii>any  Mr.  Alcl’oak  is  director  of  the  AVesl- 
ern  National  Bank  and  vice  president  of  the 
I't'i  t \\  orih  Iron  and  Steel  Alanufacturiiig 
Com]>ai:y,  hotli  of  Fort  Worth. 

By  Ids  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Aliss 
Johnnie  C.  Bc-ster,  Air.  Alcl’eak  has  seven 
children;  namely,  l.cssie  P.,  F'lavions  B.,  Dil- 
lard ID.  Carrie  D..  Alyrtle.  Huhert  B.  and 
Flavia.  I'he  Mcl'eak  home  is  on  his  Oak  Hill 
farm,  situated  two  miles  arul  a half  north 


of  the  court  house,  where  is  a beautiful  resi- 
dence. 

ORLANDO  L.  S\\  EET,  a member  of  the 
board  of  commis.sioners  and  a prominent  citi- 
zen of  Tarrant  county  residing  north  of  and 
near  Keller,  owns  there  a farm  of  seventy' 
acres  of  land  and  ahso  has  three  hundred  and 
twenty  acres  of  land  near  Haslet  in  this  coun- 
ty. Throughout  the  greater  part  of  his  life  he 
has  followed  farming  and  stock-raising  and 
has  prospered  in  his  undei  takimts  here.  He  is 
a native  of  Pike  county,  Illinois,  born  Decem- 
ber 13,  1857.  His  parents  were  Thomas  A. 
and  Catherine  (Burdick)  Sweet,  who  were  na- 
tives of  the  state  of  New  A'ork  and  in  the  y'ear 
1858  they  removed  from  Illinois  U<  Texas,  .set- 
tling first  in  Wise  county,  where  they  remained 
for  several  years,  after  which  they  returned 
to  Pike  county,  Illinois,  where  Orlando  L. 
Sweet  conLinued  to  make  his  home  until  1873. 
In  that  year  he  again  accompanied  his  parents 
to  the  Lone  Star  state,  the  family  locating 
near  Handley  in  Tarmnt  county,  where  the 
subject  of  this  review  grew  to  manhood.  He 
was  largely'  educated  in  the  public  schools  of 
his  native  county  and  in  Tarrant  county,  this 
state,  supplemented  by  knoivledge  gained 
through  practical  experience  and  observation 
in  later  life.  He  remained  with  his  father  on 
the  farm  near  Handley'  until  twenty-three 
years  of  age.  since  which  time  he  has  engaged 
in  agricultural  pursuits  on  his  own  account, 
having  been  familiar  with  farm  work  from 
his  early  youth.  In  1904  he  took  up  his  abode 
on  his  farm  near  Keller  in  the  northern  part 
of  Tarrant  county,  hut  previous  to  this  time 
had  resided  at  Henrietta  Creek  for  a mimher 
of  years  and  for  a short  period  on  Crapevine 
Prairie  in  Tarrant  county.  In  his  farm  work 
he  is  practical  and  pirogressive  and  now  has  a 
well  equipped  place,  the  products  of  which 
yield  him  a good  financial  return  annually. 

Air.  Sweet  is  a member  of  the  Ma.sonic 
loilge  at  Roanoke,  Denton  county',  the  Wood- 
men of  the  World  at  Keller  and  is  a Democrat 
in  his  political  affiliation.  He  is  recognized  as 
one  of  the  leaders  of  his  party  in  the  com- 
munity and  in  1904  was  elected  commissioner 
of  the  county  for  a term  fif  two  years,  so  that 
he  is  the  present  incumbent  in  the  office,  the 
duties  of  which  he  discharges  with  prompt- 
ness and  fidelity. 

On  the  22i\  of  .April,  1889.  Air.  Sweet  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Emma  Clark,  a na- 
tive of  Tarrant  county  and  a daughter  of 
George  \A'.  Clark,  who  resideil  near  Randall, 
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this  county.  Si.v  children  graced  this  mar- 
riage, of  whom  five  are  living:  Pearl,  William 
F.,  Eva  L.,  Maud  and  Marj^  E.,  while  Charles 
M.  is  now  deceased. 

Mr.  Sweet  is  a member  of  the  Methodi,‘;t 
Protestant  church,  better  known  as  Sweet's 
chapel  at  Henrietta  Creek.  He  is  a public 
spirited  citizen  of  the  community,  a .stanch 
friend  of  education  and  of  moral  development 
and  has  given  his  co-operation  to  many  meas- 
ures that  have  tended  to  elevate  society  and 
advance  the  substantial  improvement  and  de- 
velopment of  this  part  of  the  state. 

WILLIAM  SMITH  CUMMINS.  Ad- 
joining the  city  of  Bowie  on  the  west  lies  a 
country  estate  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acre.s 
whose  natural  physical  characteristics  attract 
the  eye  of  the  homeseeker  and  whose  fertility 
and  artificial  advantages  commend  it  unreserv- 
edly as  an  ideal  habitation  for  mankind.  Up- 
on the  crest  of  a modest  incline  studded  with 
native  oak  and  con.spicuous  from  many  points 
of  the  city,  stand  two  modern  and  commodious 
cottages,  in  agreeable  comj)anion.->hif)  with 
each  other,  and  b}’  their  generous  proportions 
announcing  to  the  passing  observer  the  hospi- 
tality, the  gootl  cheer  and  the  sincere  “good 
will  to  men”  of  its  proprietor.  This  sj>ot  of 
earth  marks  the  home  of  William  Smith  Cum- 
mins of  this  personal  review. 

For  fifty-four  years  iMr.  Cummins  has  made 
his  home  in  Texas,  having  come  within  the 
state’s  jurisdiction  with  his  widow'ed  mother 
and  brothers  and  sisters  as  a youth  of  si.xteen 
years  in  the  year  iSsi.  He  was  born  in  White 
county,  Tennessee,  September  9,  1835,  whither 
his  Father,  David  Cummins,  migrated  from 
North  Carolina  in  his  early  life.  The  latter 
was  a millwright,  and  while  he  owmed  a farm 
where  he  maintained  his  family  he  rvas  con- 
stantly occupied  with  mill-construction  all  o^•er 
his  county  until  his  death  in  1847  fifty-two 
years  of  age.  He  chose  for  his  life  companion 
Margaret  Woods  who,  like  himself,  was  a dis- 
ciple of  the  Master,  and  at  their  home  in  that 
early  day  the  Cumberland  Presbyterian,  among 
other  denominations,  were  wont  to  hold  their 
neighborhood  meetings.  In  this  primitive  but 
comfortable  home  the  seeds  of  Christian  char- 
acter were  sown  among  children  wdrose  lives 
have  shown  the  fruits  of  their  early  training 
and  who  hallow^  the  names  and  memories  of 
their  worthy  parents.  The  issue  of  David  and 
Margaret  Cummins  were:  Jane,  wddow  of 

William  Basson,  of  Denison,  Texas;  James 
M.,  of  Seymour,  Texas;  Elizabeth,  who  mar- 
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ried  Rev.  J.  W.  Chalk  and  resides  at  Pilot  Point ; 
Melvina,  who  ilied  at  the  age  i)f  fourteen  years; 
John  <1.,  of  Corni.sh,  Indian  Territory;  W illiam 
Smith,  of  Bowie,  'I'exas ; Nancy,  wife  of  Jcjhn 
Took,  of  Colorado  county,  Te.xas ; Flmily,  Mrs. 
Thomas  Allen,  of  Tarrant  county,  both  now 
deceased;  David  of  Arizona,  and  Allison 
B.,  of  Vernon.  Texas. 

'1  he  education  c>f  William  Smith  Cummins 
was  limited  by  adverse  conditions  in  youth, 
and  not  until  after  his  advent  to  'l'exa.s  did  lie 
enroll  as  a pupil  in  any  school.  'T'he  first  year 
of  the  family  residence  in  the  state  was  pa.ssed 
in  Dallas  county,  but  in  1852  they  moved  to 
Tarrant  county,  where  the  mother  passed  awav 
in  1854.  After  his  mother’s  death  Mr.  t um- 
mins  resumed  his  \ (,«cation  as  a teamster, 
hauling  flour  and  other  provisions  with  ox 
teams  to  the  frontier  at  Fort  Bdknaj'  fijr 
Campbell.  Cooper  and  Company.  In  1857  be 
left  tin's  employ  and  went  to  southern  'i'exas 
and  was  living  on  Arassas  Bay  when  the  Civil 
war  broke  out.  He  returned  to  Tarrant  coun- 
ty and  eidisted  in  Company  A.  Ninth  I'exas 
Cavalry,  Colonel  Dudley  Jones,  adjutant  and 
later  colonel,  until  the  war  closed,  and  Cai>tain 
Berry  commanding  the  regiment  and  coinp:iiiy, 
respectively.  'I  his  regiment  was  in  R'Ws’  Brig- 
ade and  the  regiment’s  first  encounter  with  ilie 
Federals  after  subject  joined  it  was  at  Kcats- 
ville,  Missouri.  Sciglc's  command  of  't'ankees 
was  encountered  at  Bentoiiville  and  at  Sugar 
Creek,  as  preliminaries  to  the  battle  of  iClk 
Horn.  After  this  famous  engagement  the 
Ninth  Texa.s  crossed  to  the  east  side  of  tlie 
ilississii'pi  river  and  dismounted  and  liecame 
an  infantry  regiment.  It  fought  .at  Farming- 
ton.  liika  and  Corinth,  where  I\lr.  Cummins 
was  wounded.  He  participated  in  engagements 
at  Yazoo  Cilj'  and  at  Big  Black  and  at  'I  hoinp- 
son’s  Station,  where  his  brigade  met,  fought 
and  took  the  opposing  brigade  on  the  V'icks- 
burg  cainpaigTi  and  after  the  surrender  r>f  I’em- 
berton  the  force  with  wliich  he  was  operating 
was  transferred  to  the  east  and  took  part  in 
the  events  of  the  Atlanta  caniftaign  and  the 
battles  of  Jonesboro.  Franklin  and  .Nashville, 
W'here  they  were  one  hundred  and  three  days, 
and  out  of  the  one  hundred  and  three  days 
his  regiment  fought  eighty-three  days.  At 
the  incc[)tion  of  his  servuce  in  these  movements 
Mr.  Cummins  was  detailed  from  the  Ninth 
Texas  to  join  General  Ross’  Scouts,  operating 
along  the  railro.ads  and  in  the  rear  of  Sher- 
man’s army.  Following  the  annihilation  of 
Hood’s  army  his  command  was  ordereil  west 
again  and  when  the  news  of  Lee’s  surrender' 
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came  he  ai  CanruH,  Mississippi,  from 

which  place  he  set  out  for  his  western  liome. 
T hey  were  also  in  the  Hood’s  Tennessee  cani- 
paigii,  his  di\  ision  taking  the  ad\  ance  in  ^oing' 
m and  ccivering  the  retreat  coining  out. 

The  war  had  kept  Mr.  Cummins  from  home 
nearh  four  \ ears  and  at  its  close  he  was  with- 
tnil  other  resources  than  a willing  hand  and  an 
honest  heart.  He  hegaii  substantial  recuper- 
ation by  aj)[dying  himself  to  the  carpenter’s 
tiaile  and  this  he  followed  a few  years.  Then 
an  opportunit}  presented  itself  to  embark  in 
the  gin  and  threshing  machine  Inisiness  and 
from  this  he  got  into  the  carding  business  in 
a '-mall  way  in  Dallas.  Chit  of  all  tliese  he  seems 
t.r  have  strengiheiie<i  his  finances  very  mate- 
rially and  when  he  sold  his  carding  factory  in 
his  cash  resources  enabled  him  to  handle 
with  cre'lit  any  Inisiness  he  felt  competent  to 
undertake.  He  directed  his  attention  to  mer- 
chan.lisiug  and  established  hiiriself  m Plano. 
For  a few  ) ears  he  conducted  a general  store, 
but  later  hardware  and  iiujdements  constitut- 
ei!  liis  stock.  After  twelve  r ears  of  clc>se  con- 
linement  he  found  his  health  threatened  and 
he  turnedi  his  ])ro[>erty  into  money  ami  bleated 
at  ilcjvric,  where  he  imyiroved  and  has  main- 
tained his  home.  ( inly  the  restful  labors  of 
lU'xlesi  farming  har  e occupied  him  here. 

In  >e[tteniber.  1807,  in  l.'ailas  county,  Texas. 
-Mr.  Cummins  ui.'irrie'l  Miss  Fopliia.  a daughter 
of  j.  W.  Smith,  a farmer  who  brought  his  fam- 
i!r  to  Texas  from  W hite  county,  Tennessee. 
1 ie  married  Miss  Sus.an  Marsh,  and  juissed 
aw;.;r  in  Dallas  countr  , in  loo.p  leaviiigm  j. 
11,.  of  Dallas  county;  \V.  IF,  of  I’tirt  Worth; 
t Irde  1’.,  of  Dallas  county,  cm  the  old  farm 
rs  here  they  settled  twenty  years  ago;  Mrs. 
Mary  Wynne.  <d'  Dallas  county;  Mrs.  Smith 
t'ummins:  Mrs.  ,\lta  .Sears,  of  Dallas  county; 
:ind  Mrs.  .Sallic  ^\  yatt,  of  Collin  comity.  Texas. 
.Mrs,  .'smith  die<l  Octolrer  _tc>.  The  issue 

of  lire  marriage  of  .Mr.  and  .Mis.  tTmimins  are: 
Minnie  IF.  rsidenv  of  \\  . IF  Beacliam.  who 
died  in  July,  1004,  and  whc.i  was  snceeeded  as 
treasurer  of  Moiittigne  eonnty  by  his  rvife,  to 
fdl  tile  nnexpired  term.  Their  children  arc 
M\rtle  aii'l  Jack  Sniitli  IF'acliam;  Misses  .Mar- 
garet F.,  I rench  A.  ami  Emma  Cummin.s 
coiti)>letc  the  family',  and  all  four  dau.ghters, 
exce|it  Mrs,  .sniith,  make  their  parents’  heune 
their  own,  Mr.  1,  ummins  ;ind  hi.s  faniily  are 
Methodists,  and  in  polities  he  is  a Democrat. 

S\MITF  T1I()M,\S  IIOW.VRD  of  Here- 
fi-nl.  is  know  it  all  over  the  state  as  well  as  in 
olli-'r  jvirls  of  the  country  as  an  ex])onent  of 


high-class  stock  farming.  During  the  tw'enty 
ycar.s  that  he  has  been  in  Texas  and  in  this 
line  of  business  he  has  done  as  much  as  any 
other  man  to  raise  the  standard  of  excellence 
in  cattle,  and  has  thus  contributed  inestima- 
ble value  to  the  great  industry  for  which  Texas 
is  most  famous.  .\  man  of  first-class  busine.ss 
ability,  v\  ith  posilic  e views  and  high  principles 
in  business,  politics  and  state  affairs,  ilr.  How- 
ard has  throughout  his  career  been  an  “influ- 
ence” for  pure  government  and  wholesome 
social  life  and  progress. 

A native  of  Monroe  county.  East  Tennessee, 
where  he  was  born  August  24,  1842,  he  was 
the  son  of  a thrifty  farmer,  Cornelius  F.  How- 
ard, who  was  born  in  east  Tennessee  and  died 
in  Monroe  county  in  1874.  His  mother.  Faura 
t'iizabelh  (Douthitt)  Howard,  was  a daughter 
of  the  Rev.  Dr.  Samuel  Douthitt.  a pioneei 
Methodist  minister  in  cast  Tennes.see,  (>i  prom- 
iiieiil  family  connections,  and  widely  known 
for  his  bcnetieeiiee  and  his  indefatigable  indus- 
try in  his  Master’s  vineyard.  He  was  an  asso- 
ciate of  the  celebrated  “Parson”  Ennvnlow' 
and  oiher  noted  characters  who  gave  the  defi- 
nite stami>  of  their  high  convictions  and  moral 
worth  ti)  the  early  Tennessee. 

Proin  rearing  on  the  filonroe  county  farm, 
f\lr.  Howard,  when  a y'onng  man.  went  into 
merchamlisitig.  grain  trade  and  steamboating 
at  l-oiidoii,  Tennessee,  and  for  several  years 
enjoved  a successful  business  career.  In  1882 
he  came  out  to  Texas,  and,  locating  at  W’eatb- 
erford  in  Parker  county,  went  into  the  sheep 
business  incidentally  raising  hogs,  cattle,  etc. 
This  was  a verv  profitable  enterprise  until  one 
disastrous  year  in  the  sheep  business  swept  all 
awav  until  he  literally'  had  almost  nothing  left 
hut  “a  cow  and  a calf.”  From  the  bedrock  of 
experience,  energy'  and  integrity',  he  began, 
ii(r!  the  le;i.st  discouragetl  or  di.smayed,  the  task 
of  building  up  ag-airi.  Coming  to  Hardeman 
conntv  in  northwest  Texas  in  1891,  he  started 
a small  business  in  registered  Jerseys,  and  in 
this  line,  continually  expanding,  he  has  gained 
his  monumental  success.  He  was  among  the  pio- 
neers in  this  state  to  import  and  breed,  on  a 
.sy.steinatic  and  extensive  .scale,  thoroughbred 
Jerseys,  and  to  such  men  belongs  the  credit 
for  grading  up  the  cattle  in  this  state  to  a 
higher  standard.  Such  was  his  .success  that 
his  WHS,  again  and  again,  the  w'inning  herd 
at  the  slate  fair  at  Dallas  and  at  the  fine  stock 
shows  at  F'ort  Worth  and  San  Antonio.  Four 
of  his  Jersey  heifers  were  sold  to  C.  I.  Hood,  of 
Lowell,  Massachu.setts,  for  twelve  hundred 
dollars.  He  sold  out  his  entire  Jersey  herd 
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in  1896  and  then  went  into  the  registered  Here- 
ford business  at  Ouanah  in  Hardeman  county, 
where  he  had  the  same  success  with  his  Here- 
fords  as  with  the  Jerseys,  and  his  Herefords 
likewise  took  the  first  prizes  at  cattle  shows  of 
the  state.  After  continuing  this  enterprise  for 
five  years  he  sold  out  his-herd  to  Colonel  Burt 
Burnett,  of  Fort  Worth,  and  Colonel  C.  C. 
Slaughter,  of  Dallas. 

In  190J  Mr.  Howard  came  out  to  the  high 
plains  country  and  Irought  land  in  Deaf  Smith 
count}-,  northwest  of  Hereford,  where  he  now 
owns  thirty-two  sections,  twenty  thousand  four 
hundred  and  eight  v-eight  acres,  land  which 
lies  in  a particular!}  advantageous  i)arl  of  the 
county  and  possesses  peculiar  superiority  in 
soil  and  water.  About  three  hundred  acres  arc 
■devoted  to  raising  rough  feed,  such  as  Kaffir 
corn,  Milo  maize,  etc.  for  stock.  He  has  a 
herd  of  some  of  the  finest  cattle  to  he  found  in 
the  Panhandle,  and  all  of  jiure  breeds.  In 
the  .spring  of  1904  his  steers  .sold  for  higher 
prices  than  anybody  else’.s  in  this  country. 

Mr.  Howard  affiliates  with  the  Ma.sonic  or- 
der, and  he  and  his  wife  are  memher.s  of  the 
Cumberland  Presbyterian  church.  iMr.  How- 
ard has  been  e.^pccially  h.appy  in  his  home  life, 
and  he  takes  just  ])ride  in  his  tine  family  of 
young  men  :ind  women  who  are  growing  up  to 
fill  worthy  places  in  the  work  of  the  world.  He 
was  married  in  Monroe  county,  Tennessee,  to 
Miss  Isadora  Kimbrough,  and  they  had  twelve 
children,  namely:  Cornelius  L.,  deceased; 

Myra  E.,  IMrs.  Alice  A.  Lee,  Rev.  John  K., 
Samuel  T.,  Jr.,  Hugh.  Horace,  Annie  I.ec,  de- 
cea.sed ; Luella,  Earl,  deceased ; Rhome  and 
Willie. 

Rev.  John  K.  Ilowmrd  has  had  an  especially 
creditable  career  for  a young  man.  He  was 
splendidly  educated,  having  studied  four  years 
at  Trinity  University  at  Waxahachie,  where 
for  each  of  these  four  years  he  took  the  high- 
est honors  of  his  class:  this  was  followed  by- 
three  years  spent  in  the  university  at  Lebanon, 
Tennessee,  where  also  he  three  times  took  the 
highest  honors.  He  further  distinguished  him- 
self as  a student  at  the  Union  Theological  Sem- 
inary at  New  York,  where  he  prepared  for  the 
ministry.  After  traveling  through  Europe  and 
the  Ploly  Land  he  returned  and  at  JacksoTi. 
Tennessee,  took  charge  of  the  Cnmherland 
Presbyterian  church,  which  has  a large  mem- 
bership. He  remained  pastor  there  until  the 
summer  of  1904,  when,  ow'ing  to  his  untiring 
devotion  to  his  labors,  he  was  compelled  to 
resign  the  charge  on  account  of  ill  health,  and 
he  is  now  living  in  the  state  of  Washington, 
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being  pastor  of  the  Presbyterian  churcli  at 
Garfield. 

.S.  T.,  Jr.,  and  Horace  D.,  after  completing 
their  education,  as  a matter  of  choice  went 
onto  their  f.atlier’.s  ranch,  whicli  they  have  suc- 
cessfully managed  for  four  years. 

C-\I.OW.\Y  DEAN  is  dcst:ended  from  an 
honored  pioneer  f;m:iil}-  of  Te.x.'iS,  associated  with 
this  state  when  it  was.  an  independent  republic 
and  when  it  vva,s  [>art  of  .Mexico.  He  is  a leading 
agriculturist  and  .stockman  of  Cl.ay  comity  and 
a native  sou  of  Texas,  his  birth  having  occurred 
in  San  Augustine.  Sejitember  23,  1852.  His  pa- 
rents were  C.aloway  and  3Iarv  (Clark)  De;ui. 
both  natives  of  Tennessee,  although  their  mar- 
riage was  celebrated  in  this  state.  The  fallier 
was  horn  January  li,  1811,  and  the  mother’s 
birth  occurred  February  27,  1812.  The  paternal 
grandparents  were  John  and  .Marv  (Mash) 
Dean,  and  the  great-grandf.ather.  Jo.-hua  Dean,  a 
native  of  England,  served  throughout  the  Revo- 
lutioiiarv  war.  after  u hich  he  settled  in  Nonh 
Candina.  .Subsequentlv  he  removed  to  Kentucky, 
wliere  his  remaining  day.s  were  passed.  His  son, 
Jethn  Dean,  was  reared  in  the  P.iue  Gras.s  .st.ate 
and  later  went  to  Tennessee,  where  he  loik  up 
his  abode  and  reared  his  f.amilv.  living  thvre  un- 
til about  1845.  when  he  came  to  Texas.  His  death 
(K’curred  in  this  .^tate  in  1858,  when  he  h.-ul 
reached  the  ripe  old  age  of  iiinci}  years. 
Throughout  liis  entire  life  he  followed  tlie  occu- 
pation of  farming  and  was  a man  true  to  every 
obligation  that  devolved  u])on  him.  His  chil- 
dren were  as  follows:  William,  James,  .Alford, 
Caloway,  Mrs.  Mary  Hopkins,  Jack.  Riley  ("who 
was  killed  in  the  Mexican  War  in  184^),  U-  H. 
P..  A.sberry.  Rus.sell  and  Frank. 

Caloway  Dean.  Sr.,  father  of  our  subject,  was 
reared  in  Tcnnc.ssee'aiid  in  1835  came  to  Texas. 
Later  he  joined  General  Sam  Houston's  forces 
and  was  at  the  ca]>tnre  of  San  Antonio,  whereby 
Texas  became  a republic.  He  later  took  up  his 
abode  in  San  Augu.stine  county,  where  he  was 
married  in  1837  and  then  opened  up  a farm  there. 
He  later  engaged  in  merchandising,  remaining  at 
that  place  until  iStji.  in  which  \ear  he  removed 
to  Smith  comity,  where  he  opened  up  a new  and 
large  farm.  He  carried  em  agricultural  pursuits 
extensively.  In  the  meantime  he  had  become  a 
large  slave  owner,  and  at  the  outbreak  of  the 
Civil  War  he  announced  his  allegiance  to  the 
Confederacy  and  sent  supplies  frcmi  his  farm  to 
the  amiv.  He  was  a member  of  the  Texas  con- 
vention which  declared  the  sece.ssion,  but  was  be- 
vond  military  .age  at  the  time  of  the  war,  so  that 
he  did  not  join  the  army.  However,  be  acted  on 
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detail  dm\-  and  did  rnach  to  as.sisl  the  troop.s  at 
IMer.  Texas.  The  war  liheraied  his  fifty  slaves 
and  his  estate  was  largely  crippled.  During  the 
siege  of  h'jstilities.  he  had  been  verv-  ready  and 
generous  in  his  assistance  to  his  friends,  so  that 
at  the  cl->..c  of  iinsiiliiies  he  found  himself  sixty- 
six  thousand  dollars  in  debt,  largely  through 
having  gone  security  for  others,  lie  was  thus 
forced  to  give  up  all  that  he  liad  .save  his  home- 
stead farm.  'I'he  family,  however,  remained  to- 
gether. working  earnestly  and  persistently  to  re- 
cuperate  their  fortunes,  and  in  his  last  days  Mr. 
Dean  was  cnafded  to  enjoy  the  fruits  of  the  labors 
of  life.  Tn  politics  he  was  a very'  stanch  Demo- 
crat and  was  regarded  as  a leading  and  repre- 
seniatite  citizen  of  S.an  .\ugustine  and  Smith 
counties.  He  filled  various  offices  of  honor  and 
trust  in  the  republic,  was  district  clerk  and  also 
clerk  of  the  board  of  land  commissioners.  In 
whatever  Ificality  he  lived  he  became  a man  of 
influence  and  prominence,  being  well  fitted  for 
lcadershi|).  lie  was  a consistent  member  of  the 
MethfMist  Episcopal  church.  South,  being  long 
identified  with  tlie  organization,  and  was  a Royal 
\rch  Mason.  He  was  closely  associated  with  all 
of  the  leading  men  of  Te.xas  and  his  opinions 
were  favorably  received  in  matters  relating  to 
the  welfare  of  the  state.  His  integrity  and  honor 
Were  above  rejiroach  and  the  number  of  his 
friends  was  limited  only  by  the  number  of  his 
acquaint, anccs.  He  passed  away  May  25,  i8<i2.  at 
the  veiu  advanced  age  of  eighty-one  years,  and 
Ills  wife  died  in  1857.  She  w’as  a daughter  of 
Barnes  Clark,  a native  of  Tennessee,  who  came 
to  Texas  in  1S37,  and  settled  in  San  -\ugustine. 
,'ibciut  18.40.  lie  became  a prominent  and  suc- 
C(‘^>ful  f.'inrier  and  slave  owner,  a tyjiical  repre- 
sentalixf  of  (he  gcntletni  n of  the  old  school,  and 
wa-  widely  esteemeil  by  all  who  knew  him.  In 
his  family  were  eight  children:  Barnes,  Jr..  John, 

I.  D.,  Caroline,  the  wife  of  Judge  J.  D.  Berry; 
Mary  C-,  who  liec.ame  Mrs.  Dean;  Mrs.  Cassan- 
dra Crane,  Mrs.  Francois  and  Joan,  the  wife  of 

J.  Banders,  and  after  his  death  married  J.  Ken- 
nedy. The  chililrcn  of  .Mr.  and  Mrs.  CaUnvay 
Dean,  Sr.,  are:  R.  S..  who  was  killed  in  the  Con- 
federate service  in  the  Civil  War;  John,  who 
'irvc'l  for  four  years  ith  the  Confederacy; 
.kfary . the  wife  of  S.  H.  Horton;  Carrie,  the  wife 
of  A.  F.  T.utler ; Joan,  the  wife  of  L.  Hycr; 
Janie's.  who  died  at  the  age  of  .sixteen  year.s,  and 
Caloway . 

t’alow.'iy  Dc.ati.  who.se  name  introduces  this 
rtwiew.  i.s  a native  son  of  Texas.  re[)resenting  an 
honored  (>i‘mecr  family,  .\fter  attending  the  com- 
mon schonks  he  enntinued  his  studies  in  Marvin 
Oillege,  at  WAxaitachie.  Tcxa.s,  .and  he  remained 


under  the  jiarental  roof  until  his  marriage.  He 
afterward  cared  for  his  father  during  the  closing 
vears  of  his  life.  In  1874.  at  Starrville,  Smith 
county,  1'e.xas,  iMr.  Dean  was  joined  in  wedlock 
to  .Mi.ss  Lucy  Boger,  a lady  of  culture  and  intel- 
ligence, \\  ho  was  born  in  Georgia,  in  1857,  and  is 
a daughter  of  Daniel  C.  and  Teressa  (Moss)  Bo- 
ger, w ho  came  to  Texas  in  1861.  settling  in  Up- 
shur county,  where  the  father  followed  farming, 
operating  his  land  with  the  aid  of  his  slaves.  He 
also  handled  salt  at  Saline  for  the  Confederacy 
for  four  years  and  was  on  detached  duty  in  con- 
nection with  the  army.  He  was  a very  promi- 
nent and  influential  Democrat,  attended  conven- 
tions of  the  party"  and  worked  earnestly  for  its 
success.  In  1876  he  cast  in  his  lot  with  the  pio- 
nt-er  residents  (T  Clay  county,  arriving  here  in 
November  of  that  year.  His  death  occurred  in 
t88o  and  thus  passed  away  a most  worthy  and  re- 
spected man.  He  was  of  German  descent  and  was 
a member  of  the  I -uthcran  church.  In  his  family" 
were  the  following  children ; .Mien  T.,  a farmer 
and  stock-raiser ; O.  B,,  engaged  in  the  same 
pursuit;  Mrs.  Dean.  Martin  \\B,  lilattic  E.,  the 
w"ife  of  M.  J.  Wicker,  and  Vera,  who  married 
Joseph  Wicker,  now  deceased. 

At  the  time  of  his  marriage  Calow’ay  Dean 
w"as  engaged  in  niercliandising  and  later  he 
tumc<.l  his  attention  to  farming,  but  subsequently 
again  became  connected  with  mercantile  pur- 
suiis,  which  he  followed  for  four  years.  In  1896 
he  came  to  Clay  county  and  purchased  the  inter- 
est of  the  other  heirs  in  tw"o  sections  of  land, 
w hereon  he  yet  resides.  He  has  since  added  one 
thousand  acres  and  he  is  now  engaged  in  farm- 
ing and  cattle-raising.  He  has  si.x  hundred  acres 
under  cultivation  and  fine  pasture  lands,  afford- 
ing him  excellent  oisportunitv  for  raising  stock. 
His  entire  time  and  attention  have  been  given 
to  his  agricultural  interests  and  he  has  placed 
substanti;il  impro\'ements  upon  his  farm  and  is 
regarded  as  one  of  the  most  practical,  progre.ssive 
and  prospercnis  agricultiiri.sts  of  the  community. 
The  home  has  been  blessed  with  the  following 
children;  Richard  S„  born  May"  15,  1875;  Mar- 
tin C..  December  2,  1876:  Mabel.  October  25, 
1878;  James  C.,  September  24,  1880.  and  Forrest 
• December  ib.  1882.  Etliel.  born  January  10, 
188.4,  died  at  the  age  of  one  year. 

Mr.  Dean  was  reared  in  the  faith  of  the  Demo- 
cratic [)arty,  of  which  he  has  ahvays  been  a .stanch 
a<lvocate,  and  in  Smith  county  he  .served  for  six 
years  as  county  commissioner,  but  he  is  not  a 
])oliticiaii  in  the  sense  of  office  seeking.  Fra- 
ternally he  is  a Royal  Arch  Mason  and  he  is  a 
consistent  member  of  the  Missionary"  Baptist 
church,  while  his  w"ife  is  a member  of  the  Bap- 


HISTORY  OF  NORTH  AND  WEST  TEXAS. 


173 


tist  church.  They  are  highly  esteemed  people 
and  tliose  who  know  them  entertain  for  tliem 
warm  regard.  Mr.  Dean  is  a man  of  excellent 
business  ability,  enterprising  and  determined,  and 
in  his  agricultural  intere.sts  i.s  meeting  with  a 
very  gratifying  measure  of  success. 

PROF.  JAMES  W.  'DRAI’OIKJ.N,  The 
Nelson-Draughon  Rusinc.ss  t'ollege  of  Fort 
Worth,  of  which  Profe.ssor  Draughon  i>  presi- 
dent and  his  capable  wife  vice  p^e.-^ident,  has, 
during  its  exi.stcnce  in  this  city  supplied  a force 
of  efficient,  practical  graduates  in  bu'^incss 
method.s  who,  individually  ami  collectively^,  are 
daiW  affording  the  highest  testimony  to  the 
worth  of  the  institution  in  the  field  of  pro- 
ductive education.  The  Nelson-Draughon 
College  gradtiate  has  the  distinctive  stamp  of 
thorough  training  which  only  a feu  schools 
can  give  and  which  i.s  usually  the  result  of 
practical  experience.  The  large  hmsiness  firms 
of  North  Texas,  from  [)ast  exnericnce  with  its 
students,  have  come  to  recognize  the  superior- 
ity of  the  methods  of  business  training  em- 
ployed in  the  Nelson-Draughon  school,  and 
give  its  graduates  precedence  when  a selection 
of  assistants  is  made.  In  fact,  in  the  (ji'st  the 
college  has  been  unable  to  supply  the  demand 
for  its  trained  graduates,  and  its  place  among 
the  practical  educational  institutions  of  .North 
Texas  i.s  deserving  of  the  highest  rank. 

Prof.  Jaine.s  . Draughon,  to  whose  ability 
a.s  an  organizer  and  instructor  so  much  of  the 
.success  of  the  institution  is  due,  was  born 
at  SpringfieUl,  Tennessee,  in  l8r>9,  a son  of 
Jesse  ami  Mary  (Batts)  Di-aughon,  both  of 
whom  were  born  and  died  in  Tennessee.  The 
achievement  of  success  on  the  part  of  T’rofes- 
sor  Draughon  has  lieen  the  result  of  constant 
and  persevering  effort  from  y'outh  up.  i le  had 
to  work  his  way  through  college,  and  early 
gained  an  intimate  knowledge  of  the  practical 
and  definite  system  of  methods  1)}^  which  the 
great  colossus  of  modern  business  is  carried  on. 
lie  received  most  of  his  education  at  the 
Springfield  Collegiate  institute,  recognizei]  for 
a number  of  y'ears  as  one  of  the  best  college.-, 
in  the  southern  .states.  The  practical  side  of 
bookkeeping  he  learned  in  an  office,  and  ;e- 
ceived  further  business  experience  as  book- 
keeper in  a mercantile  establishment  at  1 e.’t- 
arkana,  Arkansas,  where  he  located  at  the 
age  of  nineteen.  His  skill  with  the  pen  is  al- 
most phenomenal  and  as  a teacher  of  penman- 
ship he  has  no  superior  and  few  equals.  He 
taught  bookkeeping  at  Texarkana,  and  later 
returned  to  Nashville,  where  he  taught  the 


fu'st  pupil  enrolled  in  the  Jtrauglion  Business 
College  at  that  place,  remaining  at  the  head 
of  the  connoereial  department  of  that  college 
.-'even  years.  He  ha.s  heeu  actively  engaged  in 
business  college  work  for  fifteen  y'ears,  and 
during  thi.s  lime  ha.s  assisted  in  building  up 
many  eommercia.l  colleges  thrsnighout  the 
HHith.  In  lie  loeati'd  [ienii.anemly  in  I'ori 

orth,  and  in  the  laiter  part  i»f  11KJ3  he  with- 
drew his  interests  from  all  otlier  institnlioiis 
and  established  the  Nelstm-itranghon  Busine.ss 
College,  having  assi'ciated  with  him  hi.s  wife, 
IMrs.  Udella  (Nelson j I,>rauglion,  ilie  college 
being  named  for  himself  and  wife.  At  the 
time  of  this  w'riting  (April,  the  college 

has  two  hundred  and  fifty  pupils,  and  its  suc- 
cess in  all  deparuiients  is  most  gratifying.  Tire 
school  has  received  many  flattering  endorsc- 
ments  from  the  leading  busine,s,s  and  profes- 
sional men  of  Fort  W'orth,  and  its  st.ttus  is 
further  assured  by'  the  character  of  the  fol- 
lowing men  who  arc  stockholders  and  direetrn-s 
of  the  college:  Ben  O.  Smith,  cashier  Farm- 
ers’ and  .Mechanics’  National  Bank;  W , £. 
Connell,  cashier  First  National  Bank ; ,C.  II, 
Colvin,  ea.sliier  American  National  Bank  ; A. 
E.  M'ant,  president  \‘\’’ant  Grocery'  Company. 

rrc'fessor  j.  W.  Draughon  is  in  various  other 
w'ays  a factor  fur  the  material  n|)building  and 
civic  advancement  of  his  a<lo|)tcd  city'.  On 
coming  to  this  citv  he  at  once  indicated  his 
confidence  in  its  future  by'  investin.g  in  real 
estate,  and  these  judicicais  invcstmeius  have 
made  him  a wealthy'  man.  He  owns  a beauti- 
ful re.sidenee  at  704  West  Seventh  street.  lie 
was  one  oi  the  organizers  and  is  v ice  president 
of  the  Factory  club,  which  was  recently  or- 
ganized l)_v  pnlilie-spirited  citizens  to  promote 
the  industrial  growth  of  the  city.  Likewise  a 
Christian  gentleman  and  intereste-d  in  extend- 
ing the  religiou.s  and  moral  iniluences  of  hi:s 
city,  lie  is  a member  of  the  First  Baptist  church 
and  assistant  superintendent  of  the  Sunday' 
school ; also  secretary  and  treasurer  (>f  the  Tar- 
rant County  Sunday'  School  Association. 

IVIrs.  O'Della  Nebson-Draughon,  who  eo-op- 
erate.s  with  her  Imshand  as  vice  president  of 
the  Nelson-Draughon  College,  and  who  is  a 
noted  teacher  of  shorthand,  has  had  many 
y'ears  of  successful  experience  in  business 
college  work.  Entering  a business  college  as 
soon  as  her  literary'  education  was  completed, 
she  graduated  in  January',  1892,  and  since  that 
time  has  had  a varied  and  extensive  e.xperienee 
as  a court  reporter  and  practical  stenographer 
and  as  a teacher  of  shorthand,  having  been  em- 
ployed fiv'e  year.s  a.s  a stenographer  and 
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court  reporter  and  since  then  a^  a teacher  of 
shortharKl.  .\n  enthusiastic  fondness  for  her 
cliosen  work,  collided  with  her  skill  as  an  in- 
structor, has  ma<le  Mrs.  Draughon  an  ideal 
iNorker  in  lur  special  field,  and  without  doubt 
'he  has  iiistrucled  inr,re  younj:;;  men  and  women 
now  holdinjjt  resjionsible  fiositions  throug’hout 
the  .southern  states,  than  any  other  two  short- 
h.ind  teachers  of  her  age.  A woman  of  high 
educational  attainments  and  of  distinctive  ]>er- 
-oiialitv.  she  has  imjire.s.sed  her  influence  uiion 
huiiilreds  <>f  touiiger  pwople  and  gained  for 
herself  and  her  institution  a prestige  whicli  will 
not  sOon  be  lost.  The  peo]>le  of  Fort  Worth 
and  Texa.s  are  to  be  congratulated  on  having 
ill  their  reach  such  an  educational  institution 
as  the  Xelson-Draughoii  Business  College  un- 
der the  [>ain,staking  .supervision  of  Professcjr 
and  Mrs.  J.  . Draughoii. 

WJLI.IA.M  CORY  .SAIITH.  The  mail 
service  of  Bowie  is  efficiently  presided  over  by 
a gentleriian  whose  connection  with  this  im- 
portant de])artment  of  the  government  service 
has  been  wide  and  varieil  and  who  is  familiar 
I)v  reaS' >11  of  long  experience  w ith  every  detail 
of  ibis  ciiin[)le.'c  system.  Since  the  21st  of 
July.  i8p7,  the  patrons  of  the  Bowie  offlee  have 
kuni'i!  him  as  their  postmaster,  where  he  has 
shown  liimself  an  ideal  (niblic  servant. 

.Mr.  Smith  is  a native  of  the  middle  Atlantic 
stalls,  having  been  born  in  Pittsburg,  Penn- 
-ylvania,  in  1858.  July  29  was  his  natal  <lay 
aii'l  his  lather  was  (ieorge  S.  Smith,  a whole- 
sale iliw  gtn:>ds  merchant  of  East  Livcrpoid, 
f The  -family  was  one  of  the  first  to  set- 

tle tin  t>>wn  of  East  Liverpool  and  was  e.slab- 
lislied  lliere  by  \\  illiam  (1.  Smith,  the  ‘.’rand- 
father  of  the  subject  of  this  review.  The  lat 
ter  ]iasse«l  his  life  as  a nicrchant,  and  died  in 
Tacoin.i,  Washington,  in  i8(/>,  at  ninety-si.x 
ye.irs  of  age.  < leorge  S.  ^>Tnith  was  horn  in 
East  er|)Ool  in  iS^b,  and  left  there  in  i860, 

taking  his  family  to  Kansas  and  establishing 
it  in  Atchison,  where  he  passed  his  rcniaining 
years  as  a merchant,  dying  in  1S91.  .llis  an- 
a sir}'  w as  Ci’niian,  while  tli.at  of  liis  wife  was 
.Sciitcli-Irish.  He  married  Rebecca  Cevryg  a 
dauglitcr  of  W illiam  (.,V>ry,  a West  X^irginian 
and  .t  f, 'inner  near  East  Liverpool,  ( iliio.  Xlrs. 
Smith  resides  with  a daughter  in  Lamberts- 
\ ille.  -\'cw  jersc}',  and  is  the  mother  of:  Fre- 
mont. of  El  Rch'O.  Oklahoma;  William  C.,  our 
subject,  ami  Lavilla,  wife  of  John  Lilly,  of 
I .arnbci’ts villc,  \'ew  Jersey. 

The  high  school  at  Leaveinvorlh,  Kansas, 
finished  William  Smith's  literary  education. 


He  manifested  a decided  tendency'  for  music 
and  he  was  put  to  the  piano  at  ten  v'cars  of 
age  and  at  the  age  of  fourteen  had  finished 
his  work  under  Profe.ssor  Francis  Simon,  a. 
pujiil  of  one  of  the  German  universities.  Be- 
ginning life  while  \'et  a mere  youth,  Air.  Smith' 
went  into  a ])iaiio  house  in  Atchison,  Kansas,, 
and  was  an  important  adjunct  to  the  place  un- 
til he  entered  the  mail  service  in  1876.  .M  that 
time  he  was  made  delivery  clerk  of  the  Atchi- 
sc>n  office  and  passed  through  every  branch 
of  the  service  to  and  including  superintendent 
of  carriers.  In  1885  he  went  on  the  .Santa  Fe 
railroail  as  p<astal  clerk,  his  run  being  from 
Santa  Fe  to  Deming,  Yew  Mexico,  but  aban- 
doned bis  run  lo  accept  the  superintendency  of 
carriers  in  the  .\tcliison  posloffice.  In  1886 
he  removed  with  his  family  to  California, 
where,  in  Eos  Angeles,  he  remained  four  yeans, 
a lirief  iiortinn  uf  which  time  he  pa.ssed  in  the 
l.os  Angeles  office  at  the  urgent  request  of  the 
postmaster,  who  knew  of  his  efficiency  in  the 
handling  of  Uncle  .Sam's  mails.  In  1890  he 
returned  to  .\tchison  for  a y'car  and  in  1S91 
located  in  El  Reno,  where  he  joined  his  brother 
in  a mercantile  venture  in  that  city.  He  re- 
mained there  three  years  and  came  to  Bowie, 
in  Julv,  1895.  t'-’  take  the  position  of  bookkeeper 
ill  the  dry  goods  department  of  the  firm  of  R. 
W.  Greatlioiisc  and  Company.  Following  this 
cmploynnent  he  was  appointed  postmaster  of 
the  city  to  succeed  If.  A.  Gwaltney  and  took 
ilic  oflice,  as  previousl}'  stated,  in  July,  1897. 

X'ovember  3,  1886,  Mr.  Smith  married,  in 
.Xtchisoii,  Kansas,  Florence,  a daughter  of 
.^amucl  tiuerrier.  an  Englishman  who  came 
from  Shropshire,  where  at  Ciakeii  Cates,  Airs. 
Smith  was  horn  Jiilv  25.  i86>8.  Air.  Cuerrier  is 
a leading  citizen  of  Scuith  AIc.Mester,  Indian 
Territon , where  as  a corporation  lawyer  he 
is  widely  kimw  11.  George  S.  Smith,  Air.  and 
Mrs.  Smith's  only  .son  and  heir,  is  fourteen 
\ears  ifi  age  and  was  made  an  Elk  at  AIc.Mes- 
ter, Indian  Territory,  in  1903,  being,  therefore, 
the  youngest  Elk  in  the  world.  He  is  intensely 
musical,  has  a fine  voice  and  sings  everything 
in  original  keys. 

CH.XREES  BIRK,  pre.sideiit  of  the  First 
National  Bank  at  Iowa  Park,  Wichita  county’, 
is  one  of  the  self-made  men  of  North  Texas. 
"There  is  no  education  like  adversity."  and' 
truly  ill  the  school  of  “hard  knocks"  Mr.  Birk 
jiassed  his  early  day  s,  hut  as  his  life  has  ap- 
proached its  season  of  maturity  in  years,  so 
likewise  have  the  strenuous  efforts  of  the  past 
reachcil  a generous  fruitage  of  material  wel- 
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fare,  wealth  of  honor  and  respect  from  his 
friends  and  associates  and  a well-builded  char- 
acter. 

Bom  in  the  village  of  Sasbach,  in  the  grand 
duchy  of  Baden,  Germany,  in  1844,  he  lost  his 
father,  Jacob,  and  also  his  mother  when  he 
was  in  infancy.  Only  a few  years  later,  when 
still  a child,  he  began  by  manual  work  to  earn 
his  living,  and  throughout"  j'outh  and  young 
manhood  necessity  was  the  goad  that  inspired 
him  to  effort,  and  his  mental  training  was 
meager  indeed.  But  tliat  home  of  his  early 
boyhood,  though  so  devoid  of  personal  com- 
forts and  advantages,  remains  still  in  many 
way's  a beautiful  memory  to  him.  Ilis  home 
was  in  one  of  the  most  picturesque  jiarts  of 
all  Germany,  about  twelve  miles  from  the  inae'- 
nificent  Rhine  river,  near  the  Black  Forest  with 
its  legends  and  history,  and  the  people  among 
whom  he  was  reared  W'ere  mainly  engaged  in 
the  cultivation  of  small  farms  and  raising  of 
high-class  fruits.  In  such  environment  he  at 
least  learned  the  noble  lessons  of  industry  and 
simplicity,  and  despite  the  ever-broadening 
horizon  of  his  later  years  the  “simple  life”  has 
always  appealed  to  him  and  been  a composite 
part  of  his  nature. 

He  spent  some  time  across  the  borderland 
in  Switzerland,  and  in  1865,  when  twenty  years 
old,  he  entered  the  German  army  as  a member 
of  the  Second  infantry'  of  Baden.  He  served 
in  tlie  tvar  between  I'russia  and  Austria,  and 
altogether  served  two  y'ears  in  the  military. 
In  1868  he  came  to  the  l/iiited  States,  landing 
at  New'  Orleans  on  the  28th  of  November,  re- 
maining in  that  city'  about  three  months.  He 
had  only'  a very'  slight  knowledge  of  the  Eng- 
lish language  when  he  arri\’ed,  but  he  was 
very'  apt  in  acquiring  it.  From  New  Orleans 
he  tvent  to  Franklin,  Louisiana,  and  remained 
a year  in  this  center  of  the  sugar  industry.  Ilis 
next  destination  was  up  the  Mississippi  to 
Washington  county,  Mississippi,  where  he  was 
employed  for  three  months  in  the  warehouse 
of  a general  merchant,  and  then  in  the  lat- 
ter’s store,  where  he  acquired  valuable  business 
experience.  After  about  two  y'ears  spent  in 
Washington  county  he  went  to  Summit,  in  the 
same  state,  where  for  the  following  seven 
years  he  was  in  the  store  of  W.  T.  White.  Be- 
ing, as  he  was  by  this  time,  thoroughly  equipped 
in  practical  business  experience  and  with 
knowledge  of  American  life  and  customs,  in 
1878  he  came  to  Texas  and  after  a short  so- 
journ at  Dallas  located  at  Ferris,  in  Ellis  coun- 
ty, and  w'ent  into  business  on  his  own  account. 
He  was  highly'  successful,  and  at  this  place 


laid  the  foundation  for  his  financial  prosperity. 
He  was  numbered  among  the  successful  rner. 
of  Ferris  for  thirteen  y'ears,  and  in  1891  he 
arrived  in  Iowa  i’ark,  Wichita  county,  where 
he  has  since  lived.  For  the  first  few  years  he 
gave  his  attention  to  no  active  business,  but  in 
1S95  started  a grocery  store,  later  adding 
dry-g(X)ds  and  making  it  a general  store,  which 
he  managed  veiy  profitably  until  I'ebruarv, 
1903,  when  he  sold  out. 

Mr.  Birk  was  one  of  the  influential  men  who 
organized  the  I'irst  National  Bank  of  Iowa 
Park,  in  1900,  and  he  has  been  president  of  this 
]irosperous  and  reliable  moneyed  institution 
throughont  its  history'.  7’he  bank  has  always 
been  in  a very’  flourishing  condition,  h,a\iiig  a 
capital  stock  of  twenty-fn  e thousand  didlars. 
and  while  its  deposits  are  now  over  niiiett' 
ihoitsand  Ihcv  hat  e run  as  high  a*-  one  hun- 
dred and  tw'enty'-fi\e  thousand  dollars.  .Mr. 
Birk  owns,  in  the  vicinity  of  Iowa  I'ark.  six 
rich  farms,  aggregating  over  eighteen  hun- 
dred acres  and  the  source  of  a verv  large  an- 
rntal  income,  ainl  he  has  also  valuable  bu.sincss 
firoiierty  in  lotva  Bark.  Mr,  Birk  i,-  one  of  the 
old  t.)dd  Fellows  of  this  part  <>i  the  state,  hav- 
ing joined  the  onler  at  .Summit,  .Mississippi,  in 
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Mr.  Birk  was  married  in  1891  to  .Miss  Lticv 
Kilhourii,  of  Dallas  county',  this  stale. 
She  belongs  to  one  of  tlie  old  and  intluential 
families  of  the  state.  Her  father,  1 >r.  Gustaviis 
\dolphus  Kilbintrn.  was  a natit  e 1 .f  ( )hio.  and 
in  Sangamon  connly.  Illinois,  tvas  married  to 
Miss  Fannie  Lance.  She  was  a natit  e danghtc-r 
of  Kentucky,  and  her  father.  Otway  Hird 
Lance,  was  a historical  character  in  Dallas 
county',  Texas,  tvliere  he  Ificated  as  a pioneer 
in  1851,  only’  a few  years  after  the  Mexican 
war  and  at  a time  when  the  connlry  about  Dal- 
las was  just  opening  up  to  .scttlemciii.  In  1853 
i )r.  and  Fannie  Kilbonrn  al.sc)  located  in  Dal- 
las county,  this  stale,  and  they  tcio  were  amotig 
the  earliest  residents  there.  t)r,  Kilbonrn  con- 
tinued aclite  practice  of  medicine  for  a num- 
ber of  years  at  Lancaster  and  in  that  vicinitv. 
and  was  greatly'  esteemed  in  all  circles.  .Mrs, 
Birk  has  thus  been  idenlifieil  with  Te.xas  life 
and  environments  during  all  her  life,  and  has 
the  charm  of  manner  and  warm-hearted  char- 
acteristics for  which  the  women  of  Texas  are 
so  noted.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Birk  have  four  chil- 
dren, Ralph,  Eunice,  Ernest  and  I'ranccs. 

JOHN  B.  I’OBE,  of  Clarendon,  is  a repre- 
sentatixc  cattleman  of  the  Banhandlc  country. 
Having  devoted  all  his  adult  years  to  the  cat- 
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ik-  industry  and  .'])ent  nearly  all  that  time  in 
this  .sectii.in  uf  the  L<.ine  Star  state,  he  has,  s<j  to 
']>eak,  ^'■rowii  up  with  the  country,  and  .so 
clo..,el_\'  has  he  hceti  identified  with  the  life  and 
acti\it>  of  Northwest  Texas  that  scarcely  ain- 
part  of  its  hi,sl(,<r_\  is  unfamiliar  to  him.  He 
is  a very  jin.isiierous  man,  has  been  uniformly 
successful  from  the  .start,  and.  hef,'iminij;  in  the 
employ  of  others  and  without  cajMtal.  by  his 
industry  ainl  business  .sajyacity  he  has  become 
• 'lu  of  ihc  most  substantial  and  fiiiancialU  re- 
liable men  of  his  section  of  the  state. 

Mr.  Toj>c  was  born  in  Jasper  county,  fieoroia, 
in  1850.  His  parents,  both  native  Heorsyians. 
were  [.  C.  and  .Mary  1,.  (Clark)  Pope.  His 
tather  died  in  i8yi8  in  Jasper  county,  where  he 
had  lived  a long  number  of  y ears  as  a farmer. 
I he  m-ither  is  still  living  at  Mrniticello,  Ja.sper 
county. 

Reareil  on  the  farm  in  Jasjier  countv.  Mr. 
Pope  s]ient  the  first  twenty-one  yavars  of  his 
life  tliere,  and  in  I’ebruary,  1.871.  started  for 
le.xas.  .Stopping  at  Birdvillc,  in  Tarrant 
county,  he  vvorkeil  for  Dr.  Fiidey  about  six 
months,  and  then  started  west  with  the  P.ird 
boys,  their  objective  point  lieing  Fort  Cnffin, 
Shackclhird  county.  (_)n  arriving  there  iVir. 
Pope  went  to  work  as  a cowboy  with  Mattliew's 
and  Reynolds,  the  well  remeirdiereii  extensive 
cattleineii  of  those  days.  This  was  the  begin- 
ning of  his  Connection  with  the  cattle  industry, 
and  he  has  lieeii  at  it  ever  since.  He  was  in 
the  employ  of  Matthews  and  Reynolds  until 
(873.  when  a.s  a cowlioy  he  assistcil  Kit  Cooper 
take  a liuncli  of  cattle  to  f (doradia,  their  route 
lying  through  the  Indiaii  nation  and  western 
Kansiis  into  eastern  Colorado.  In  1875  .Mr. 
Pojie  returned  to  work  for  iMattbews  and'  Rev- 
noids.  and  later  for  several  years  was  an  em- 
ploye of  Nick  Eaton  im  the  latter’s  raiicli  at 
I’hantoin  Hill,  in  Jones  comit\.  In  1879  he 
came  with  Eaton  to  Mobeeti’e.  in  Wheeler 
county'  of  the  Texas  Panhandle,  and  for  the 
subsequent  quarter  of  a century  has  been  iden- 
tified with  this  high  plains  country'.  ,\t  that 
time  Dodg’c  (.  ity.  K.ansas,  was  the  nearest 
railro.ad  shipping  point,  and  they  drove  cattle 
tliiliier  thriHigh  ln<lian  Territorv . The  entire 
Panhandle  was  then  an  open,  unsettled  region, 
almost  its  only  human  denizens  lieing  those 
engaged  in  the  cattle  business.  In  18S2  .Mr, 
Pope  went  into  partuers]ii|.)  with  .K.  E.  Mc- 
\Tiify,  now  of  horl  Worth,  and  took  a bunch 
of  cattle  over  into  tlic  Indian  country'  in  what 
IS  now  f>rcer  county,  Cklahoma.  where  thev 
remained  until  1S84.  In  the  latter  year  he  en- 
tercel  the  employ  of  Hughes  and  Simpson  on 


the  Mill  Iron  ranch  in  what  is  now  Hall  county, 
south  of  the  Red  river,  and  from  that  point  he 
drove  a great  many  beef  cattle  to  Wichita 
Falls,  Texas.  His  last  period  of  employment 
with  other  partie.s  was  in  1885  with  Bugbee 
and  Coleman. 

During  these  latter  years  Mr.  Pope  had  been 
accumulating  considerable  money  from  his 
wagc.s.  and  had  been  investing  mo.st  of  it  in 
y'earling  steers.  About  1887  he  began  to  buy 
larul  in  small  pieee.s,  these  forming  the  nucleiis 
of  his  ])resent  magnificent  ranch  in  Hall  county', 
which  consists  of  eleven  thousand  two 
hundred  aere.s  lying  along  the  Red  river  in  the 
most  fertile  and  jiroductive  reg'ion  of  North 
Texas.  Iveing  situated  twelve  miles  west  of 
I\Temphis.  This  is  one  of  the  best  and  most 
profitable  ranches  in  the  country,  and  acre  for 
acre  it  is  the  ecpial  or  sujierior  of  any  in  North- 
west Texas.  IMr.  Pojie  made  his  home  on  this 
ranch  until  IQOJ,  when  he  mov  ed  to  Clarendon 
and  purchased  a fine  residence,  and  he  man- 
ages his  ranching  business  from  this  city'.  He 
is  now  considered  a wealthy  man,  and  has 
been  successful  in  his  enterprises  throughout 
the  thirty  or  more  years  which  he  has  spent  in 
Texas.  W hilc  working  for  others  he  was 
known  as  a conscientious,  hard-working  man, 
gaining  the  respect  and  confidence  of  all  his 
associates,  and  >ince  he  has  become  independ- 
ent he  has  been  equally  popular  with  his  fel- 
low citizens  and  with  those  in  his  employ'. 

iMr.  Pope,  in  addition  to  following  bii.si- 
ncss  affairs  so  closely'  and  successfully,  has 
also  taken  a prominent  part  in  public  matters. 
He  is  an  cx-county  commissioner  of  Hall 
county.  He  is  a loy-al  IVIethodi.st,  and  is  one  of 
the  board  of  trustees  of  Clarendon  Qillege.  He 
is  likewise  well  known  in  IMasonic  circles. 

He  was  married  at  Newlin.  Texas,  in  1891, 
to  iMi.s.s  ,\ttie  M.  Embry,  a native  of  Ellis 
County',  this  state,  and  they  hav  e two  children, 
John  B..  Jr.,  and  Mary  E. 

Jl'DGE  JAMES  TILLIMA^N  SMITH,  bet- 
ter known  as  Judge  Tillman  Smith,  one  of  the 
brainy  and  succe.ssftil  rcpre.sentatives  of  the 
Fort  \\’orlh  bar,  who  entered  upon  active  par- 
ticipation in  the  affairs  of  the  world  at  an  early 
age  by  liecoming  a soldier  in  the  Civil  war,  and 
vvlio  has  been  identified  intimately  with  the 
dev  elopineiit  and  welfare  of  North  Texas  dur- 
ing nearly  all  the  forty'  years  subsequent  to 
the  war,  filling  an  important  place  not  only  in 
his  profession,  but  in  the  legislature  and  in 
other  departments  of  activ'ity',  is  a native  of 
Anson  county.  North  Carolina.  His  parents, 
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William  C.  and  Mary  Anne  (Tillman)  Smith, 
were  both  natives  of  the  Old  North  stale,  and 
Ijoth  died  at  Cleburne.  Texas,  the  father  in 
1886  and  the  mother  in  1899. 

When  the  Civil  war  broke  out  tlie  son  Till- 
man was  a student  at  David.son  College  in  Ids 
native  state,  and  thoupfh  less  than  seventeen 
years  old,  he  cnli.^ted  in  the"  Confederate  service 
in  Company  C,  Fourteenth  North  Carolina 
troops,  under  Colonel  R.  T.  Bennett  as  resji- 
rnental  commander,  General  .Stephen  Ramseur 
brigade  commander.  General  I).  H.  Hill  di- 
vision commander.  Jackson’s  Corps.  Army  of 
Northern  Virginia.  He  saw  most  of  his  sei^  ice 
during  the  crucial  campaigns  in  Virginia.  He 
was  wounded  in  the  battle  of  Sharpsburg 
fknown  in  the  north  as  Antietani).  September 
17,  1862,  and  again  wounded  at  the  battle  of 
Chancellorsvillc  May  3,  1863,  which  latter 
wound  di.sabled  him  so  that  he  had  to  leave  the 
army. 

-After  leaving  the  field  of  war  he  resumed  his 
education,  becoming  a student  in  the  Ihiiver- 
-sity  of  North  Carolina  at  Chapel  Hill.  Hut  he 
soon  made  up  his  mind  to  seek  a field  for  hi‘< 
life  efforts  in  the  west,  and  accordingly  arrived 
in  Texas  on  June  28.  1865.  He  studied  law 
and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  at  Brenham  in 
April,  1866.  His  first  location  on  his  coming 
to  this  state  had  been  in  Hill  county,  but  he 
soon  moved  to  Navasota,  in  Grime,s  county. 
He  was  located  at  Hillsboro  from  April,  iSf'iC). 
to  the  following  October,  and  then  returned  to 
North  Carolina  and  remained  about  a year. 
On  again  taking  up  his  residence  in  Texas  he 
located  at  Navasota.  in  Grimes  county,  and 
was  engaged  in  the  practice  of  his  profession 
there  until  October,  [876.  During  this  time  he 
attained  to  considerable  prominence  in  his  part 
of  the  .state  an<l  in  1874  elected  to  represent 
his  di.strict  in  the  state  legislature,  and  in  1876 
was  chosen  to  the  senate  from  the  fifteenth 
senatorial  district,  composed  of  the  counties  of 
Grimes,  Madison,  W’alker  and  Trinity.  He  re- 
signed this  office,  however,  in  order  to  enter 
upon  practice  at  Cleburne  in  partnership  with 
lion.  A.  W.  DeBerry,  who  at  that  time  was 
.secretary  of  state.  His  powers  as  a lawyer  in- 
creasing with  his  years,  he  sought  a larger  field 
for  his  professional  activity,  and  in  1891  moved 
to  Fort  Worth,  where  he  has  since  been  en- 
gaged in  attending  to  a large  and  constantly 
increasing  practice.  For  several  years  he  has 
practiced  in  partnership  with  his  son.  William 
C.  Smith. 

Mr.  Smith  is  a prominent  member  of  several 
fraternal  orders,  having  affiliations  with  the 


Mason.s,  the  Knights  of  Honor  and  the  Frater- 
nal My.stic  Circle.  He  i.s  a memher  of  the  su- 
preme lodge  of  the  Knight.s  of  Honor  and  is 
chairman  of  the  committee  on  appeals  and 
grievances. 

Mr.  Smith  was  married  in  South  Carolina 
November  27,  1867,  to  Mi.ss  Ellen  Peguese,  a 
natir’e  of  that  >tate.  She  died  at  Navasota,  and 
he  was  subsequently  married  at  that  place  to 
Miss  Emma  .Adcla  DcMarct.  who  is  a native 
of  l.ouisiana  and  a memher  of  one  the  French 
families  of  .St.  Hilary's  parish.  Mr.  Smith’s 
children,  five  in  number,  are  as  f'dlows:  Will- 
iam C.  Smith,  lawyer  and  in  partnership  with 
his  father;  DeMaret  Smith,  also  a lawyer  and 
is  in  the  office  of  C.  H.  Y<)akum.  Te.xas  attor- 
ney for  the  Frisco  .System  ; Selwyii  Smith,  Felix 
Smith  and  Ellen  Pegnese  Smith. 

STERLING  1>.  CLARK.  Born  in  1861,  on 
his  father’s  farm  in  the  northern  part  of  Tarrant 
county.  Sterling  P.  Clark  has  been  identified  by 
almo.st  lifelong  residence  witli  thi,s  part  of  Texas 
ami  as  one  of  the  leading  c.xponents  of  the  cattle 
industry,  as  also  by  reast)n  of  the  prominent  part 
taken  by  him  in  jntblic  affairs,  he  is  one  of  tlie 
best  known  and  most  honored  citizens  of  Tarrant 
county  and  the  city  of  Fcirt  Worth. 

Air.  Clark  is  a son  of  the  late  Pressley  FI.  and 
Jane  Blakely  (Jolmsonl  Clark.  His  father  and 
mother  were  both  born  and  for  many  years  lived 
near  Hopkinsville,  Christian  county,  Kentucky, 
came  with  his  family,  wife  and  one  daughter, 
.Karah  .Ann,  now  Airs.  D.  E.  Wolf  of  Hemphill 
county.  Texas,  to  this  state  in  1856  and  became 
one  of  the  pioneer  settlers  of  Tarnant  county. 
Three  children  were  born  in  Texas:  John  W., 
A'latlie  T..  now  Airs.  T.  D.  McLaughlin  of  Sny- 
der. Oklahoma  Territory,  and  our  subject.  Their 
fir.st  home  was  near  Birdville,  the  old  county 
seat,  and  later  they  removed  to  the  northern  part 
of  the  county,  on  Henrietta  creek,  six  miles 
northeast  of  Blue  Mound,  to  the  fanu  on  which 
Sterling  P.  was  }x>rn.  A successful  farmer 
and  .stockman,  the  father  lived  in  Tarrant  county 
during  a period  which  would  class  him  among 
the  pioneers,  and  along  with  other  settlers,  in  the 
early  days  had  many  a bnish  with  the  Indians, 
on  one  occasion  being  captured  by  the  redskims ; 
Dr.  Barkley,  the  father  of  Lon  Barkley,  of  Fort 
Worth,  being  his  fellow  victim  in  this  Incident. 
During  the  Civil  War  Pressley  H.  Clark  enlisted 
from  Tarrant  county  in  the  Sixth  Texas  Cavalry 
for  service  in  the  Confederate  army.  John  W. 
Clark,  a brother  older  than  Sterling,  who  died 
in  1883,  was  a member  of  the  famous  Texas 
Rangers  and  saw  service  against  the  Indians  in 
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W^esl  Texas.  P'>oth  the  parents  spent  tlic  latter 
}'ears  of  their  live.s  in  Tarrant  county,  the  father 
d^•ing  at  the  age  ctf  seventy-seven  and  the  motlier 
at  eight;.'. 

The  son  .Sterling  was  reared  in  the  really 
primitive  environment.s  of  Tarrant  county,  at  a 
time  when  the  couiUrt  had  advanced  little  from 
its  pioneer  status,  and  he  received  only  what 
schooling  was  available  in  the  northern  part  of 
the  count}'  when  he  was  a boy.  One  of  the  inci- 
dents of  hi.s  early  boyhood  reveals  in  a striking 
way  the  rapid  progress  and  development  that  in 
the  course  of  less  than  fort}'  years  have  trans- 
formed this  part  of  Texas  from  a wilderness  into 
one  of  the  principal  industrial  and  commercial 
jxiiints  of  the  gre.it  southwe.st.  Reference  is 
made  to  an  adventure  wlticli  he  and  another  boy 
of  similar  age  cxj'crienced  in  being  chased  by  a 
band  of  Indians  when  the}'  were  only  a short 
distance  from  their  homes,  and.  although  they 
made  good  their  escape,  the  incident  was  one  not 
likely  to  he  forgotten.  Thi.s  occurred  in  1869. 
Mr.  Clark  ha.s  had  a full  quota  of  experience  as 
a cowboy  in  West  Texas,  and  the  cattle  industry 
is  familiar  to  him  in  every  rietail.  At  the  age  of 
twenty-one  he  engaged  in  the  drug  busines.s  at 
Kelk:r,  Tarrant  county,  but,  his  health  failing 
him  in  this  occupation,  he  soon  engaged  in  the 
cattle  business  and  has  n'lade  this  his  permanent 
tocation.  Of  late  years  his  interests  have  ex- 
panded to  sucli  .1  degree-  that  he  is  now  ranked 
among  the  largest  cattlemen  of  Tarrant  county, 
lie  owns  near!}'  two  thousand  acres  of  Tarrant 
couniy  land  and  a ranch  of  ten  sections  in  Hemp- 
hill county  in  the  Panhandle,  besides  leasing  sev- 
eral sections  in  Runnels  county.  ,\s  one  of  the 
prominent  cattlemen  of  the  state,  he  served  for 
some  time  as  vice  president  of  the  .North  Texas 
Li've  Stock  Conimission  Company  at  North  Fort 
W'orlh.  and  i.s  a member  of  the  Te.xas  and  the 
Panhandle  Cattle-Raisers’  Associations. 

Iniliuiitia!  and  active  in  ilie  public  life  of  Inis 
count}',  Mr.  Clark  has  given  his  services  to  the 
public  welfare  m a wav  that  marks  him  as  one 
of  the  largc-r  men  of  affairs.  After  serving  sev- 
eral vc-ars  as  depul}  sheriff  of  Tarrant  connt}  he 
was  elected  .sheriff  in  18116,  and  hv  successive  re- 
election.'.  in  t8o8,  1000,  served  till  Xovemher  17, 
ick;i2.  During  this  time  he  was  president  of  the 
Sheriffs’  .Xs.sodation  of  Texas,  aivl  while  in  of- 
t!C(  5t  wa-  hi.'  duty  to  hang  tlie  onlv  white  man 
ever  legally  executed  in  Tarrant  county — a train 
robKer. 

Mr,  • -lark  married  .Mi.s.s  Sophia  .Putman,  a 
danghi.  r <,f  J,  J.  mid  Julia  (IMoore)  Putman. 
August  o,  iSiif).  Her  father  came  from  Wiscon- 
sin to  lex;i,'  iji  5S72  and  settled  on  cue  of  the 


oldest  ranches  in  the  county  of  Tarrant,  the  Cap- 
tain Lend  ranch.  Xlr.  Clark  and  wife  have  two 
living  children,  Mabel  and  Sterling  P,,  Jr.,  their 
first  child.  Mattie  Belle,  having  died  at  the  age 
of  one  and  one-half  years.  Mr.  Clark  is  a mem- 
ber of  the  Masonic  Order,  No.  145,  Fort  W'^orth, 
also  the  Knighl.s  of  Pvihias  and  WWodmen  of  the 
World. 

TEE  PilVlNS  i.s  one  of  the  most  .succes.sful 
individual  cattlemen  in  the  Panhandle  country, 
and  a highly  esteemed  and  well  known  citizen 
of  Amarillo.  lie  has  been  an  active  factor  in 
the  affairs  of  this  portion  of  the  State  since 
1890.  and  has  carried  on  his  ranching  oper- 
ations on  a large  scale,  comparable  even  to 
those  of  the  large  cattle  cor[)orations  of  this 
part  of  Texas. 

f\Ir.  Bivins  is  a Texan  by  birth,  and  is  by^ 
early  training  and  natural  predilections  a cat- 
tleman and  rancher.  He  was  born  at  Sherman. 
Grayson  couniy.  October  7,  1862.  llis  father. 
O.  C.  Bivins,  is  one  of  the  best  known  men  in 
tliat  part  of  the  state  and  has  had  a most  suc- 
cessful business  career.  lie  was  horn  in  In- 
diana, and  came  to  Grayson  county  in  1854,  be- 
ing still  a resident  of  Sherman,  that  county, 
although  retired  from  aciiyc  life.  During  most 
of  his  active  career  he  was  a miller,  having  been 
the  first  miller  of  Gravson  county,  and  he  ran 
the  old  mill  at  Farmington  during  and  subsc- 
queiU  to  the  Civil  war.  He  at  present  owns 
valuable  fanning  lands  in  Grayson  county. 
.Mr.  Bivins’  mother  is  Elizalietli  (Miller) 
Bivins,  a native  of  Tennessee. 

Mr.  Bivins  received  his  early  education  in 
the  pnl)lic  schools  of  Grayson  county.  lie  was 
sixteen  3'ears  old  when  he  entered  upon  his 
career  as  a crittleman.  In  those  days  Grayson 
county  was  still  to  a great  extent  a cattle 
country,  with  large  ranclics.  and  it  was  on  his 
father's  ranch  in  the  southwestern  jiart  of  the 
county  that  he  began  the  cattle  industry.  Fie 
later  went  into  the  mercantile  business  at  Farm- 
ington. and  also  at  Sherman,  and  continued  his 
career  of  merchandising  until  1890.  The  lat- 
ter v ear  was  the  il.ite  of  his  arrival  in  the  Pan- 
handle. and  his  first  location  was  at  Claude,  in 
-\rmslrong  county.  He  went  into  the  cattle 
business  at  that  place,  and  in  his  continued 
operations  along  that  line  he  has  since  been 
uniformly  successful.  When  he  came  here  he 
made  large  investments  in  lands  and  citv'  prop- 
erty, and  their  subsequent  marked  rise  in  value 
has  brought  him  most  of  his  fortune.  He  has 
almost  universally  made  his  investments  with 
great  skill  and  foresight,  and  this  bnsine.s.s 
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sagacity  has  l>een  many  times  rewarded  in  the 
course  of  a few  years.  lie  now  own.s  about 
thirty  thousand  acres  of  land  in  Potter  and 
Car.son  counties,  and  he  leases  about  that  much 
more  in  order  to  afford  range  for  his  cattle.  He 
confines  most  of  his  operations  to  the  raising 
and  handling  of  steers,  and  his  individual  suc- 
cess in  the  business  has  been  very'  great,  bor 
tlie  past  few  years  he  has  made  his  home  in 
Amarillo,  and  is  at  the  present  tvriting  a mem- 
ber of  the  city  council.  While  living  in  Arm- 
strong the  people  elected  him  county  commis- 
sioner, and  wherever  he  lives  he  proves  him- 
self a solid  and  substantial  citizen  of  the  com- 
munity. Resides  his  ranch  lands,  he  ow  ns  some 
valuable  city  property'.  Mr.  riivin.s  is  a mem- 
ber of  the  Panhandle  and  of  the  Te.xas  Cattle- 
Raisers’  associations,  and  fraternally  is  af- 
filiated W'ith  the  Elks  and  the  Knights  of 
Pythias. 

Mr.  Bivins'  W'ife  is  Mary  E.  (Gilbert)  Bivins, 
and  they  have  two  boys,  Aliles  and  Julian 
Bivins,  and  they’  reside  in  one  of  the  most  beau- 
tiful and  modern  homes  of  Northwest  Te.xas. 

WILLIAM  S.  DOUGI-ASS.  The  firm  of 
Douglass  Brothers  is  a well  known  ciiiantity  in 
the  domain  of  ranch  and  farm  in  Clay'  county', 
and  its,  operations,  near  Bellevue,  cover  a con- 
siderable extent  of  territory  and  emlirace  a 
large  amount  of  personal  property'.  It  is  cotn- 
posed  of  William  S.  and  Alexander  Hamilton 
Douglass,  whose  advent  to  the  county'  dates 
from  1882. 

The  Dorxglasses  came  to  Texas  from  ilsoii 
county',  Tennessee,  w'here,  on  August  3,  1837. 
the  subject  of  this  notice  was  born.  W illiam  C. 
Douglass  was  the  father  of  our  Texas  I)ranch 
of  this  family  and  he  was  also  born  in  Tennes- 
see. Ilis  father  was  James  Douglass,  of  North 
Carolina  birth,  who  mc>ved  up  into  T ennessee 
and  died  near  Gallatin  about  1S48  at  aim  - 
two  y'ears  of  age.  The  latter  married  Cathe  ne 
Collier  and  their  sons  and  daughters  w'ere  : Al- 
fred, James,  Henry,  Robert,  Young.  Isaac,  Will- 
iam and  Edwin;  the  daughters.  Matilda  and 
Louisa. 

William  C.  Douglass’  life  was  passed  in  his 
native  state  until  about  1844,  ami  it  was  as  a 
farmer  that  he  started  in  life.  He  married  Lucy 
Anna,  a daiighte.r  of  William  and  Nancy' 
(Mabry')  Scawcll,  in  Wilson  countv  and.  in 
1844,  emigrated  to  St.  Clair  county,  Mi.ssouri. 
where,  as  a trader  and  farmer,  he  became  well 
known.  In  1858  he  brought  his  family  to  Texas 
and  first  settled  in  Grayson  county,  passing  the 
Civil  w'ar  period  there  and  removing  into  Cooke 


county  ill  1875.  In  1883  he  came  step  farther 
west  and  joined  his  sows  in  Clay'  county,  where 
his  de.alh  occurred  in  1884.  He  was  a man  of 
strong  ])ersonality.  vigorous  and  active  to  the 
last,  and  of  comiiian<iing  influence  among  men. 
He  commanded  a cornfiany  of  Horne  Guards 
during  the  rcliellion  and  veas  a strong  adherent 
to  the  priucijiles  ■ of  earlv-day  Democracy, 
W bile  he  lived  in  ,st.  CLair  coimtv.  ilissouri,  he 
was  elected  county  jud.ge  and  served  ;is  .such 
f(jr  a time. 

The  Seawclls  were  Tennessee  people  by' 
adoption,  but  went  to  X’i  ilson  c aimy,  tha'c  state, 
from  North  Carolina.  X\  illiarn  and  Nancy  Sea- 
well  had  one  son  .and  three  daughters,  a>  fol- 
lows: I.ucy'  Anna.  Gerry',  Nancy'  \V..  wife  of 

A.  L.  Hamilton,  .and  .Afkdaide,  who  niarrietl 
Jasper  Ashworth.  Lucy  A.  married  W'ilH.-nu 
C.  Df)ug1ass  and  died  near  Bellevue,  d'cx.'ts,  in 
October,  1887. 

.Vine  children  constittited  the  family  <.>f  X\  ill- 
iam  C.  and  Mrs.  Douglass,  nanicdy;  \\  illiani, 
our  subject;  iMatilda,  of  Dalla.s.  Texas,  wife  of 
Judge  !.  ]M.  Hurt;  Adelaide,  ubo  died  in  Ciav 
county'  as  the  wife  of  Hiram  Spencer;  Elltridge 
G.,  .state  .superiiiLcndent  of  the  Rusk  peniten- 
tiary for  many  y'ears;  Katie,  W'ho  died  in  Gray'- 
son  county  in  1 8^.3 ; Alexander  Hamilton,  born 
at  0,sceola,  ali.sstiuri,  in  1852:  Ellen,  wife  cd' 
J.  F.  Alcorn,  of  Clay  coitiity  ; Alfred,  who  passerl 
away  in  Cooke  cuunty'.  and  Jessie,  wife  of 
Walter  llubliard,  of  San  Bernanliuo,  Califor- 
nia. 

William  S.  Douglass  grew  to  manhood  in 
,St.  Clair  county.  Missouri,  a!)r]  wa.-^  liberally  edu- 
cated in  I be  Lebanon  (Tennessee)  .Academy 
and  in  a similar  institution  in  Osceola.  Mis- 
souri. He  ad(>pted  the  !i\  eliho(.'<l  of  hi,--  father, 
in  the  main,  and  has  passed  his  life  with  the 
varied  interests  of  a well  conducted  farm. 
When  he  re.ached  the  grttzing  country  of  Texas 
he  embarked  in  the  cow  business  and  has  gradu- 
ally' grown  to  have  an  iiitere.st  in  that  industry. 
During  the  war  he  enlisted  in  the  Thirty-fottrth 
Texas  infantry,  Colonel  .Ale.xander,  and  sjrerU 
one  year  in  the  Indian  service.  The  regime  t 
had  a few  brtishes  with  the  Indians  tiear  Talile- 
quah  and  was  afterward  disntounted  and  served 
as  infantry  in  the  XVestern  Department.  Mr. 
Dciiigla.ss  jwrticipated  in  the  battles  of  New- 
tonia.  Prairie  Grove.  Mansfield.  Ple.asaiit  Hill 
and  Yellow  Bayou,  returning  thence  to  East 
Texas,  where  the  regfmeut  wa>  dishatided  on 
the  break-up  of  the  Confederacy. 

Alexander  H.  Douglass  was  six  year.s  of  age 
when  he  was  brought  into  Texas  and  he  was 
educated  in  the  primitive  schools  of  Cray  son 
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roniu  v.  He  aitynied  his  majority  there  and  on 
seriously  in  the  battle  of  life  allied 
himsi.  If  with  his  brother  William  and  for  many 
years  their  interests  h.avc  been  identical.  Stock- 
rai>in.£j  and  fanning  have  been  pursued  by  him 
with  success  and  the  D(.>uglass  rancli  of  two 
thousand  acres,  fenced  and  cro.ss-fcnced  and 
-ubstantially  and  conveniently  improved,  repre- 
sent .s  the  rew  ard  wliich  has  come  to  the  brothers 
f'lr  the  cfTorts  they  have  put  forth.  They  are 
raising  Durham  cattle  and  horse.s  and  mules, 
and  in  feeding  and  shipping  they  have  also 
limitedly  engaged. 

In  i8Si  .Mexamler  H.  Douglass  married  Mi.ss 
Mattie  T’.roc'.n.  a daughter  of  Samuel  F.  Brown, 
a \'irginia  gentleman,  who  died  in  Grayson 
count}'.  As  a result  of  their  marriage  the  fctl- 
Knving  children  have  been  born;  Yula,  Jes.sie, 
Fannie.  Ida.  \'era,  M’arrcu  and  ^largaret,  all 
of  whom  still  abide  under  the  parental  roof. 

\\  lule  rtouglass  Brothers  are  known  as  Dem- 
ocrats, they  are  best  and  most  widely  known 
rts  industrieius  stock  farmers  and  in  this  domain 
exclusively  h.ive  they  achieved  their  success. 
Th^'ir  ranch  lies  three  miles  west  of  Bellevue 
and  their  c ■mmoijii  >us  liome  caps  a conspicuous 
ele\  ation  covered  with  native  oaks  and  is  visible 
for  miles  around.  B\'  nature  ihc}'  are  [Jiomptcd 
tri  the  substantial  encouragement  of  whatever 
promises  gu><«l  to  their  communitv  or  ceuinly 
and  are  unreseiwedl}  clas.scd  among  the  rcjtre- 
somative  men  of  Clay  county. 

Jl  DGE  EMMETT  M . NICHOLSON. 
During  a long  pcrioii  Judge  Emmett  W . Nieh- 
oLsr>u  has  practiced  at  the  bar  of  Jack  county, 
ancl  during  that  lime  his  ri-e  has  been  gradual, 
but  he  t(>day  occupies  a leading  position  among 
the  representatives  of  the  legal  profession  in 
Jacksb..ro.  His  re]>ntatioii  has  been  won 
through  earne-^t.  honest  Iab<-r.  and  his  high 
standing  is  a mented  tribute  t<>  his  abilitw  His 
birth  ficcurred  at  Dallas.  Texas,  on  llio  24th  of 
\ugust.  1858,  his  parents  being  Ceiloiiel  E<1- 
numd  1 ’.  and  Elizabeth  (tiriffin)  Nichetlson,  the 
former  of  vchoni  was  born  in  Jackson,  Missis- 
sippi, liut  came  to  Itallas  in  the  earlv  ’50s.  En- 
listing fi  ll'  scrxice  in  the  Confcelcrate  army  chtr- 
ing  ih.e  Civil  war,  he  became  an  officer  in  Gen- 
eral Cano's  regiment,  rendering  distinguislied 
svrviee  througlioiit  the  struggle  between  the 
north  and  south.  He,  too.  was  a lawyer  by  jiro- 
fession.  and  was  a broad-minded,  progressive 
man  and  public-spirited  citizen,  in  all  life's  re- 
lations ha\  ing  been  found  true  to  the  duties  of 
professional  an<l  social  life.  In  1865,  with  his 
tamilc  . he  left  Dallas  and  went  to  Kansas  Cit\', 


w’here  the  succeeding  ten  years  were  spent,  go- 
ing thence,  in  1875,  to  St.  Louis,  and  in  1877 
took  up  their  abode  in  \\'cathcrford,  Barker 
county.  Texas.  Ilis  life’s  labors  were  ended 
in  death  on  the  loth  of  January,  190,^,  and  his 
wife,  who  was  a native  of  New  Orleans,  has 
also  passed  away. 

The  educational  training  of  Emmett  Mb 
Nicholson  was  received  principally  in  Kansas 
t'ity.  He  stndic<l  law  in  his  father’s  office,  and 
w as  admitted  to  the  bar  at  \Ycatherford  July  24, 
1S79,  at  once  beginning  the  practice  of  his 
chosen  ])rofession  with  his  father.  On  the  31st 
of  December,  1880,  he  came  to  Jack.sboro,  the 
comity  seat  of  Jack  county,  which  place  has 
ever  since  continued  as  his  home,  and  here  he 
has  Won  distinction  as  a practitioner  at  the  bar. 
.'u  the  time  of  his  arrival  here  the  town  w^as 
but  a small  settlement,  and  his  interests  have 
grC)Wn  with  the  progress  of  the  place  and  the 
surrounding  country.  In  1886  Mr.  Nicholson 
was  the  choice  of  his  fellow  citizens  for  the  of- 
fice of  comity  attorney,  re-elected  in  1R88  and 
in  i8<92  was  their  choice  for  the  high  oflicial 
position  of  county  judge,  again  receiving  a re- 
tdection  in  i8c)4-  He  is  well  informed  on  the 
subject  of  jurisprudence  in  its  various  deparl- 
nicnts,  his  arguments  are  forcible,  his  rea.-on- 
ing  sound,  his  deductions  logical,  and  he  his 
won  many  notableMorensic  triumphs. 

Mr.  Nichohson  was  united  in  marriage  at 
Gainesville  to  Miss  Annie  E.  .\ynes,  whose 
father.  D.  S.  Aynes,  was  a prominent  merchant 
of  Gainesville.  They  have  three  sons.  Clarence 
b\'illiarn.  Eugene  TI.  and  Frank.  Mr.  .Nicholson 
is  the  owner  of  a large  and  valuable  library, 
and  his  name  is  inscrilied  high  on  the  roll  of 
legal  practitioners  in  W estern  Texas.  His  re- 
ligions views  are  indicated  liy  his  membership 
in  the  Presbyterian  church,  while  his  fraternal 
relations  arc  with  the  Knights  of  Pythias. 

LE^VIS  JUDSON  MOYER.  Horticulture 
is  rapitlly  taking  the  place  of  agriculture  in  the 
fruit  section  cif  IMontague  county  and  Lewis  J. 
Moyer  of  this  review'  is  among  tho.se  who  bids 
welcome  the  sudden  and  sure  transformation 
from  the  old  staple  to  the  new'.  For  twenty- 
one  years  he  has  followed  the  custom  of  culti- 
vating "King  Cotton’’  and  with  a de.gree  of 
success  that  has  brought  satisfaction  on  the 
whole.  While  his  means  were  lyy  no  means 
burdensome  w'heii  he  came  to  the  county,  they 
w'erc  not  quite  a minus  quantity,  and  w'ith  them 
he  has  had  a rather  handy  and  useful  lever  in 
prying  up  the  obstacles  under  which  substantial 
additions  to  his  future  wealth  w'cre  hidden.  In 
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the  fall  of  1885  Mr.  Moj^er  bought  the  claim 
interest  of  a party  on  a tract  of  I’inola  comity 
school  land  between  five  and  six  miles  north- 
cast  of  Bowie.  Not  much  had  been  done  on  the 
place  to  make  it  habitable,  but  a log  house  of 
rude  structure  offered  shelter  to  his  family 
while  conditions  were  shaping  for  our  subject 
to  replace  it  with  something  better,  and  he 
moved  his  famil}’’  in.  He  was  from  the  north, 
where  good  houses  and  barns  and  other  sub- 
stantial improvements  were  common,  and  it 
was  his  ambition  to  make  his  new  farm  a dupli- 
cate of  those  of  the  scenes  of  his  childhood  at 
the  earliest  possible  date.  Now,  when  his  early 
hope  has  been  realized,  the  comfortable  mod- 
ern cottage,  the  modest  stock  barn,  the  clean- 
appearing premises  and  general  air  of  his  sur- 
roundings tell  the  story  of  his  achievements. 

Lewis  J.  Moyer  was  born  in  W'abash  county, 
Indiana,  Mar-  3,  1852.  His  father.  Henry 
Moyer,  accompanied  his  father,  Matthias 
Moyer,  into  Wabash  county  from  Ohio  at  an 
early  day,  and  upon  their  arrival  there  planted 
the  seed  and  engaged  in  the  nursery  business. 
Both  W’ere  identified  with  that  industry  Until 
their  deaths,  the  father  d}ung  in  1866,  at  forty- 
two  years  of  age.  Henry  Moyer  married 
Rachel,  a daughter  of  John  Bowman.  Orlando, 
who  died  aged  four  years:  Andrew,  who  died 
aged  five  years;  Lewis  J. ; Alonzo,  of  Colorado; 
Oliver  M.,  who  died  aged  three  years,  and 
Henry  A.  were  the  issue  of  tins  union.  Mrs. 
Moyer  married  Benjamin  L"Ish  in  Kosciusko 
county,  Indiana,  and  in  1885  came  with  him  to 
Texas,  and  died  in  Montague  county  in  1894. 

Lewis  J.  Moyer’s  bojdiood  life  was  a rural 
one  and  his  education  was  obtained  from  the 
proverbial  country  school.  At  fifteen  years  of 
age  he  .shook  himself  free  from  what  he  felt  to 
be  the  tyrannical  hand  of  his  stepfather  and 
went  over  into  Illinois,  where,  in  \Vill,  Macon 
and  other  counties,  he  worked  by  the  month 
on  a farm.  He  was  aLsent  from  home  three 
years  and  on  returning  he  engaged  in  ditching 
in  summer  and  cutting  cord  wood  in  winter, 
which  labor  he  followed  for  two  years.  Having 
saved  sufficient  to  provide  himself  witli  a plug 
team  he  engaged  in  farming  rented  land.  He 
found  his  circumstances  improving  as  time 
passed  and  when  he  decided  to  locate  in  Texas 
he  came  here  with  about  nine  hundred  dollars 
in  cash.  A flashlight  of  his  early  years  here  has 
already  appeared  to  the  reader  and  it  is  suffi- 
cient to  disclose  his  substantial  accumulations 
by  mentioning  the  addition  of  two  farms  to  his 
original  one  of  sixty-five  acres,  on  which  a son- 
in-law  resides,  and  another  of  eighty  acres  three 
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miles  noulhwcst  of  Stoneburg,  w hich  has  lately 
been  sold. 

iMr.  Alnyi  r was  married,  in  Kosciusko  county, 
Indiana,  i'ebruarv  20,  1872,  to  Rachel  Daii- 
ser,  a daughter  of  .-\sa  and  Julia  ( Smith)  Dan- 
ser.  ^Irs.  Moyer  was  born  in  Kriscinsko 
coinit}^  March  11.  1852.  and  is  the  mother  <:•{ 
wife  of  Samuel  Williams,  of  iMoiitague 
county;  Maggie,  who  married  M'illiam  Mar- 
tin, and  has  a daughter  ()ra,  and  her  second 
husband  is  (leorge  Martin;  Frank,  of  Temple, 
Oklahoma,  and  Asa  and  Piarl.  still  at  the  family- 
home.  While  Mr.  Aloj-er  has  been  drawing- 
into  his  larder  some  of  the  substantial  things 
of  life,  he  has  devoted  little  time  or  attentimj: 
to  matters  affecting  the  state,  ijn  uatifinal  is- 
sues he  belongs  to  tlie  dominant  ,\iiien'ean 
political  [tarty,  Itut  in  local  matters  he  ha-  been 
jtleased  to  ally  himself  with  the  interests  of  hi- 
neighbors  and  friends  in  his  county.  He  be- 
lieves in  the  Christian  religion  and  communes, 
with  the  Itlethodist  congregation, 

EUGENE  <_*,  ORRICK.  FAr  a number  of 
years  past  Eugene  C.  Orrick  has  practiced  at 
the  bar  of  F(trt  Worth,  and  during  that  time 
his  rise  has  been  gradual,  but  he  today  occupies 
a leading  positir>n  among  the  reirreseutatives 
of  the  legal  profession  in  the  county.  Hi.-  re])u- 
tation  has  been  won  through  earnest,  honest 
labor,  and  his  high  standing  is  a merited  tribute 
to  his  ability.  He  was  born  in  Canton.  Mis-i?- 
si['[)i,  in  1864,  a son  of  Nirliolas  C.  and  Mary 
( Semmes)  Orrick,  native.s  respcclivch^  iif  Vir- 
ginia and  Cicorgia.  The  father  located  in  Mis- 
sissippi in  1S59.  where  he  followed  merchan- 
dising. and  as  a Confederate  soldier  .served 
throughont  the  period  of  the  Civil  war,  in  which 
he  was  wounded  in  1S63.  His  death  occurred 
in  Canton  in  JSgy,  and  in  that  city  his  widow 
yet  resides. 

In  the  schools  of  Canton  Eugene  C.  (frriclc 
received  his  first  school  training,  there  also 
studying  law  under  F.  B.  Pratt.  He  was  ad- 
mitted to  tlie  bar  in  1884,  having  taken  lii.s 
course  in  Notre  Dame  University  and  received 
his  diploma  for  civil  engineering,  which  he  fol- 
lowed se\  oral  t^ears.  After  practicing  for  abrnit 
a year  in  Canton  he  removed  to  Sunflotver 
county,  in  the  Delta  country,  where  he  was  en- 
gaged in  the  active  practice  of  his  profession 
until  1891.  and  during  his  residence  there  also 
served  as  count}'  superintendent  of  schools 
with  notable  ability.  In  the  year  mentioned, 
1891,  he  came  to  Forth  Worth.  Gradually  liis 
practice  here  has  increased,  as  he  demonstrated 
hi.s  ability  to  successfully  handle  the  intricate 
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jjiX'blcins  of  jurisprudence,  and  toda}'  he  has  a 
large  clientage  ^\■hich  connects  him  vritli  the 
leading  li ligated  interests  of  the  circuit.  His 
profe.s.'ional  life  ha.s  lieeii  .somewhat  exceptional 
for  the  lasting  character  of  his  partner.ships,  of 
which  lie  has  had  but  two  .since  coming'  to  this 
city,  ihe  first  being  the  hLoii.  J.  Y.  Hogsett.  their 
firm  uan;-c  being  Ilog.sett  N Orrick.  and  this 
was  dissolved  only  by  the  retirement  of  .Mr. 
Hogsett  from  practice,  and  the  second  J.  C. 
Terrell,  Jr.,  the  present  firm  name  being  Or- 
lick  Sz  Terrell.  For  three  years  Mr.  firrick 
served  as,  a member  of  the  city  council,  repre- 
senting the  Eighth  ward,  and  at  the  time  of  his. 
electitin  the  issue  of  a bitter  water  .suppiv  for 
the  city  was  the  leading  question  before  tlie 
people,  there  being  two  jdan.',  proposed,  each 
liaving"  its  advocates,  one  being  to  .secure  a sup- 
ply of  water  hv  damming  'Trinity  river,  the 
other  to  get  the  supply  b)-  digging  artesian 
wells.  In  making  his  canva.ss  i\Ir.  Orrick  advo- 
c.aied  file  latter  tlicort',  and  after  his  election 
aldy  seconded  ami  assisted  Mayor  I'oweil  in 
carrying  out  tlie  arte.sian  well  policy,  which  was 
highly  succe.-»sful  and  which  lias  resulteil  in 
git  ing  Fort  Worth  a.s  {<ure  and  as  ample  a 
water  supj>ly  as  any  city  in  the  country.  In 
November,  1002.  the  council  elected  him  city 
attorney  tif  I'orl  Worth,  ■'.vhich  office  he  has 
ever  since  fdled  with  credit  and  distinction, 
anil  it  was  due  to  his  investigation  ami  de- 
cision as  city  attorney  that  the  first  asphalt 
pavement  was  laid  in  thi.s  city.  He  is  an  ener- 
getic and  successful  lawyer,  and  in  addition  to 
his  duties  conitected  with  his  office  he  enjoys 
with  his  p:  r'aier  a large  and  lucrative  private 
jiractice. 

l\Ir.  Orrick  was  married  in  Canton,  Mi,ssis- 
sippi,  to  Miss  Ellen  Mhoon,  of  that  cit}',  and 
they  have  fcair  children,  ilary  Mhoon.  Eugenia 
■Semmes,  Elixalieth  Bailey  and  James  Nicholas, 
!\lr.  Orrick  is  a rnemlter  of  the  Catholic  church, 
and  is  also  identified  with  the  Knights  of  Co- 
lumbus. 

A.  C.  REYNOLDS,  a veteran  of  the  Confed- 
erate army,  actively  and  successfully  interc'ted 
in  agrictiltural  pursuits  in  Illontague  county, 
was  born  in  middle  Tennessee  October  21,  1832, 
and  was  reared  upon  the  home  farm  of  his  pa- 
rents. Henry  and  Mary  (Brown)  Reynolds,  the 
former  a native  of  Kentucky  and  the  latter  of 
\ irginia.  'Fhe  father  was  descended  from  an 
honored  .ild  X’irgiuiar!  famil)  and  was  one  of  nine 
children:  Wdlliam,  Benjamin,  James, -John,  Hen- 
ry, Betsy,  the  wife  of  A.  Campbell;  David,  Rich- 
ard and  -Andrew. 


Henry  Reymolds  was  bom  in  Kentucky,  and 
with  his  parents  removed  to  Tennessee,  where 
he  wa.s  reared  to  manhood  and  married.  He  was 
a blacksmith  bv  trade  and  followed  that  pursuit 
in  middle  Tennessee  for  a number  of  years,  after 
w hicb  he  remo\'ed  to  .Alabama,  settling  on  vacant 
land.  There  he  also  engaged  in  blacksmithing, 
in  connection  with  which  lie  improved  a fami, 
making  it  his  home  up  to  the  time  of  his  death, 
which  occurred  in  October,  1886,  when  he  had 
attained  the  advanced  age  of  eighty-six  years. 
He  lived  the  life  of  a plain  ntechaiiic  and  farmer, 
never  aspiring  to  public  office  but  respected  by- 
all  for  his  genuine  worth  of  character.  His 
wife,  who  jiassed  away  iu  1844,  a daughter 
of  John  Brown,  of  Virginia,  who  became  a pio- 
neer resident  of  Alabjima,  where  he  followed 
farming  throughout  his  remaining  days.  In  pol- 
itics he  was  a Democrat  and  he  became  a highly- 
respected  and  worthy  resident  of  the  community 
in  which  he  made  lus  home.  He  was  twice 
married,  the  children  of  the  first  union  being 
Airs.  Rany  A.  Horton  and  Airs.  Mary  Reynolds, 
while  the  children  of  the  second  marriage  were; 
William,  Alort,  James,  I'red,  Tom  and  Airs.  Dol- 
ly Reynolds,  the  second  wife  of  Henry  Reynolds, 
father  of  onr  subject : and  Ibby. 

The  children  of  tlie  Reynolds  family  were: 
Andrew,  w'ho  died  in  Alabama  leaving  a wife 
and  two  children  : Sally,  the  wife  of  H.  Duke ; 
John,  a blacksmith ; Arthur  C. : Mrs.  Elizabeth 
AVilborn ; Airs.  Ann  Maples ; David,  who  served 
in  the  Confederate  army;  Airs.  Nancy  Brown; 
and  Mrs.  Lucinda  Davis. 

A.  C.  Reynolds  was  born  in  middle  Tennes- 
see and  when  ten  years  of  age  accompanied  his 
parents  on  their  removal  to  Alabama,  where  he 
wa.s  reared,  remaining  under  the  parental  roof 
until  twenty -fotir  years  of  age.  In  1857  he  re- 
moved to  Titus  county,  Texas,  where  he  was  em- 
jdoyed  until  i86i,  \vhen  he  enlisted  in  the  Con- 
federate army  under  Captain  Beason  in  Alaxie’s 
regiment,  which  was  assigititd  to  the  Army  of 
the  Tennessee.  Fle  participated  in  many  hotly 
contested  engagements  and  sldrmishes,  includ- 
ing the  battles  of  Murfreesboro,  Franklin,  Per- 
rvville,  Chickamauga  and  others  of  less  impor- 
tance. He  saw  hard  service,  undergoing  all  the 
dejtrit'ations  and  hardships  of  w’ar.  He  W'as  never 
taken  prisoner  but  he  was  three  times  tvounded, 
sustaining  two  flesh  wounds,  one  through  a part 
of  tlie  shoulder  that  has  since  been  a constant 
source  of  annoyvance  to  him.  He  was  a faithful 
soldier,  alwavs  on  duty,  displaying  valor  and  loy- 
alty on  tlie  field  of  battle,  and  never  but  once 
did  he  receive  a furlough  and  that  near  the  close 
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of  the  war,  making  a visit  to  his  home,  in  Febru- 
an%  1865.  On  the  expiration  of  his  term  he 
started  back  to  join  his  command  but  while  on  the 
way  heard  that  Lee  had  surrendered  and  re- 
turned home,  so  that  Mr.  Re}molds  himself  never 
surrendered. 

In  August,  1865,  A.  C.  Reynolds  was  married 
in  Titus  county  and  settled' on  a tract  of  unim- 
proved land,  ■which  he  at  once  began  to  cultivate, 
remaining  there  until  November,  1877,  when  he 
removed  to  Montague  county  and  later  sold  the 
Titus  countv  farm,  investing  in  land  in  the  coun- 
ty where  he  still  resides.  He  bought  three  hun- 
dred and  twenty  acres,  which  he  yet  owns.  He 
has  built  a more  spacious  house  here  with  good 
bams  and  outbuildings  and  now  has  a well  im- 
proved farm  property  tltree  miles  northeast  of 
Nocona.  where  he  carries  on  general  agricul- 
tural pursuits,  raising  diversified  crops,  and  when 
the  open  range  la.sted  he  raised  and  handled 
stock,  being  quite  succe.ssful.  He  largely  raises 
wheat,  oats,  short  cotton  and  corn  and  although 
there  have  been  a few  years  in  which  the  drought 
has  been  detrimental  to  his  harvests  he  has  always 
raised  enough  to  supjxirt  his  family  and  in  the 
main  has  been  successful.  He  is  certainly'  well 
satisfied  with  his  residence  in  Te.xas,  for  he  is 
.surrounded  by  pleasant  neighbors  and  friends. 
He  .successfully  carried  on  Jtiis  farm  work  until 
i8go,  wdien  he  bought  five  acres  adjoining  the 
corporation  limits  of  Nocona  and  built  there- 
on a commodious  residence  and  other  necessary' 
buildings  and  retired  from  active  farm  labor, 
turning  over  the  work  of  the  home  place  to  his 
sons,  who  were  instructed  by  him  in  the  be.st 
methods  of  carrying  on  tlie  farm. 

Politically  Mr.  Reynolds  is  a Democrat  but  has 
never  sought  or  desired  office,  content  to  devote 
his  energies  to  his  business  affairs.  He  is  a wor- 
thy member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity  and  both 
he  and  his  w'ife  belong  to  the  Order  of  the  East- 
ern Star. 

Mr.  Reynolds  was  married  to  Miss  Mary  Ma- 
Ussa  Loving,  who  was  born  in  Calhoun  county, 
Mississippi,  July  15,  1847,  and  is  a daughter  of 
Solon  A.  and  Ann  (Stevens)  Loving,  both  of 
whom  were  natives  of  Alabama,  but  were  mar- 
ried in  Mississippi,  whence  they  came  to  Texas 
in  1849,  settling  first  in  Marion  county',  vi’here 
Mr.  Loving  engaged  in  farming  and  raising 
cattle.  In  1856  he  removed  his  family  and  stock 
to  Palo  Pinto  county  in  order  to  secure  the  bene- 
fit of  the  wider  range  and  there  he  suffered  the 
hardships  and  dangers  of  pioneer  life  because 
of  Indian  depredations,  so  in  1858  returned  with 
his  family  to  eastern  Texas  for  safety',  while  he 
went  with  his  herd  to  Montague  county  and  lo- 


cated his  ranch  on  \'icloria  Peak.  He  still  .suf- 
fered because  of  the  Indian  thieving  propensities 
but  continued  to  hold  his  ranch  for  a number 
of  years.  He  was  ibe  first  white  man  that  ever 
drove  a herd  of  cattle  through  the  cross  timbers 
of  Montague  county.  He  continued  to  hold  his 
ranch  until  when  he  left  his  stock  with 

his  herdman  and  erili.sted  for  service  in  the  Con- 
federate army',  where  he  continued  for  a year, 
when  on  account  of  illness  and  an  accident  he  was 
paroled  and  .sent  home  but  never  recovered  his 
health  sufficiently  to  return  to  the  army,  remain- 
ing in  eastern  Texas.  While  he  lived  at  his  home 
there  his  hired  man  continued  to  conduct  the 
ranch  and  sold  beef  cattle,  reducing  his  herd  in 
this  manner  until  finally  he  sold  out  entirely’  from 
the  cattle  Im.siness.  Later  he  removed  to  his 
farm  in  Titus  county,  where  he  lived  until  1877, 
when  he  bought  a large  farm  in  IVlontague  coun- 
ty, of  wliich  he  is  still  the  owner.  This  he  con- 
duced successfully  for  a number  of  years  but 
he  is  now  living  retired  at  Nocona.  where  he  and 
his  wife  reside  in  the  enjoyment  of  the  fruits 
of  his  fomier  toil.  He  has  invested  in  some 
stone  husine.ss  houses  here  and  he  now  possesses 
a competency  for  old  age.  He  is  widely'  known 
and  highly  respected,  being  recognized  as  a man 
of  unquestioned  integrity  in  his  busines.s  affairs. 
His  wife,  Catherine  A.  Stevens,  was  born  in 
Alabama.  April  17,  1828.  and  was  a daughter  of 
Joseph  G.  and  Salina  (Pruitt)  Stevens,  the  for- 
mer a native  of  the  District  of  Columbia  and  of 
Irish  descent,  while  the  latter  was  a native  of 
South  Carolina.  Her  lather  was  a farmer  by 
occupation  and  settled  in  Mississippi,  where  he 
conducted  a plantation  with  the  aid  of  his  slaves. 
He  serv'cd  for  two  years  in  the  Confederate  army 
and  both  he  and  his  wife  died  in  Mississippi,  his 
death  occurring  in  1864,  while  his  wife  passed 
away  in  1870.  The  members  of  the  Pruitt  fami- 
ly were:  Vtalentine,  M.  M.,  Salina  and  Eleanor. 

.Salina  became  the  wife  of  a twin  brother  of  Jo- 
seph G.  Pruitt  prior  to  her  marriage  to  the  last 
named  and  both  brothers  were  soldiers  of  the 
Revolutionary'  War.  Her  children  by  her  first 
marriage  were : William,  John,  iUrs.  Betsy  Brock 
and  Mrs.  Nancy  Yarnell.  The  mother  was  a 
Presbyterian  in  her  religious  faith. 

Air.  and  Airs.  Stevens  became  the  parents  of 
ten  children:  Alargaret  E.,  now  Airs.  Williams; 
E.  D.,  who  died  in  Alissi.ssijipi ; Mrs.  Catherine 
A.  l.oving;  Airs.  Ulrika  Thompson;  Mary  F., 
the  wife  of  Dr.  Land ; Salina  G.,  the  wife  of 
Dr.  AIcKrut ; Lsaac  S.,  who  died  in  childhood ; 
Joseph  R.,  a farmer  and  stock  dealer;  John,  who 
died  in  the  army ; ami  Horace  AL,  an  agricultur- 
ist 
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The  home  of  I\Ir.  and  -\Ir.s.  Loving  was  blessed 
witli  six  children;  1\f.  Malissa,  v,ho  is  now  Mrs. 
Reynolds;  Joseph,  living  in  the  Indian  Territory; 
William,  who  died  at  the  age  of  fifteen  years ; 
Martha,  who  died  at  the  age  of  five  years : Anna, 
who  married  Mr.  Gray  and  after  his  death  be- 
came Mrs.  Bush;  and  Chapman,  who  is  living 
in  Bowie,  Texas.  Both  Mr.  and  i\Irs.  Loving 
are  consi.stent  members  of  the  Metho<li.st  church, 
highly  esteemed  by  all  who  know  tliem. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Reynolds  have  been  born 
thirteen  children;  Dora,  the  wife  of  S.  Allen; 
Roliert,  who  died  anrl  left  a wife  and  one  child; 
Fanny,  the  wife  of  John  Davis:  ilaggie.  the  wife 
of  John  Fitzwortli;  Sallie,  who  died  at  the  age 
of  fourteen  years ; i'.Iaud,  the  wife  of  W.  Maples  ; 
Flora,  the  wife  of  .\.  Brown  : Ord,  who  married 
J.  Dobbins;  Rose,  who  wedded  E.  Taylor:  Nona 
M.,  who  died  at  the  age  of  .six  years ; Henry', 
who  is  a student  in  a business  college : DaHcl 
Crockett  and  Arthur,  both  at  home.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Reynolds  ha\  e every  reason  to  be  proud  of 
their  family,  for  their  s>in.s  and  daughters  have 
taken  up  the  work  of  life  in  able  manner.  The 
parents,  having  a w ide  .acquaintance  in  Montague 
county,  enjoy  the  good  will  and  confidence  of 
all  who  know  them  and  justly  deserve  mention  in 
this  volume. 

THOMAS  FLINN  SWEAZEA.  The  gen- 
tleman whose  life  achierements  and  whose 
family  genealogy  are  treated  in  the  following 
article  is  one  of  the  substantial  citizens  and 
succes.sful  fanners  of  Clay'  county.  On  his 
advent  hither  in  1878  he  pre-empted  a tract  of 
land  five  and  a half  miles  northwest  of  Bellevue 
and,  w ith  his  limited  means,  began  its  improve- 
ment and  cultivation.  His  industry  an^l  his 
thrift  workcil  marked  changes  in  it  during  the 
twelve  y'cars  he  occupied  it  and  when  he  <le- 
serted  it  to  take  posse.s.sion  of  Ids  present  home 
it  had  the  appearance  of  a Clay  county  farm. 

In  1888  Mr.  Sweazea  bought  three  hundred 
and  sixty-four  acres  of  land  two  miles  north- 
we.st  of  Bellevue,  which  has  hecii  transformed, 
under  his  magic  touch,  into  one  of  the  most  at- 
tractive and  valuable  farmsteads  near  Bellevue. 
Goofl  land  was  only  worth  four  dollars  an  acre 
when  he  i)urchased  bis.  and  this  tract,  together 
with  the  one  he  entered  from  the  state,  gives 
hini  a holding  of  more  than  six  hundred  acres 
in  the  county'. 

Thomas  F.  Sweazea  was  lioni  in  Shelby 
county,  Texas,  June  13.  1848.  Flis  father, 
Matthias  Sweazea,  was  a ^\’ay'ne  county,  Mis- 
souri, settler  ami  located  in  Shelby  county 
about  1846.  The  latter’s  birth  occurred  in  Mis- 


souri about  1820  and  his  death  in  Shelby  county, 
Texas,  in  1865.  He  left  brothers  in  Wayne 
county,  Missouri,  and  had  a brother,  Jeff,  who 
passed  his  life  in  California.  Matthias  Sweazea 
was  a Confederate  soldier,  having  served  inter- 
mittently' under  several  enlistments,  and  died 
in  the  prime  of  life  at  the  close  of  the  war.  He 
married  Hannah  L.  McFadden  in  Wayne 
county',  Missouri,  w ho,  at  the  age  of  eighty-one, 
is  active  and  is  in  the  cnjoymicnt  of  life  among 
her  several  children.  She  was  married  to  Mr. 
McFadden  prior  to  her  union  w'ith  Matthias 
Sweazea  and  had  the  follow'iug  issue:  Nancy 

J.,  who  died  in  West  Texas,  as  Mrs.  Fernando 
\\  heeler,  leaving  children ; Artemissa,  who 
passefl  away  in  Robertson  county,  as  Mrs.  Joe 
Bftltoii,  also  le.aving  children:  Mary’  .A.nn,  Mrs. 
Charles  Bolton,  who  died  in  Robertson  county, 
was  the  y’onngcst  child  and  she  also  left  heirs. 
Thomas  F.  was  the  first  Sw'eazea,  and  the 
others  were:  James  F.,  of  Castro  couiitv, 

Texas;  Elizabeth,  wife  of  Nathaniel  Wilson,  of 
Indian  Territory';  Amanda  J..  w’ho  resides  in 
Greer  county,  Oklahoma,  as  the  wife_of  James 
Watson ; Matthias,  who  died  in  Oklahoma, 
leaving  a family,  and  Laura,  wife  of  Rankin 
Clark,  of  Bortales,  New'  Mexico. 

The  school  advantages  of  Thomas  F.  Swea- 
zea were  poor.  He  grew  up  during  and  just 
after  the  war  when  conditions  were  very  mi- 
stahle  and  \vhen  facilities  for  educating  the 
young  w'ere  very  meager.  The  log  schoolhousc 
with  slab  benches  W'as  the  natural  habitation  of 
the  children  of  the  war  period  and  the  teach- 
er's occupation  was,  oftentimes,  that  of  keep- 
ing schcxil  instead  of  teaching  it. 

iVIr.  Sweazea  became  acquainted  with  work 
very  young  in  life.  He  began  life  at  “cropping" 
about  the  first  years  of  the  ’60s,  and  his  effort.s 
had  won  him  an  eighty-acre  farm  before  he  left 
Shelby  comity,  lie  pocketed  the  proceeds 
of  its  sale  in  1873,  when  he  started  west,  and 
had  spent  the  most  of  it  in  search  of  the  “right 
place”  before  he  concluded  his  four  y'ears  of 
wandering.  .After  he  finally'  settled  down  “he 
made  up  for  lo.st  time’"  and  is  today  in  a finan- 
cially healthy'  condition.  Grain,  feed  and  cattle- 
raising  has  he  devoted  himself  to  and  with  what 
success  the  county  tax  rolls  will  positively  re- 
veal. 

In  Nacogdoches  county,  Texas,  Mr.  Sweazea 
married,  in  December,  1865,  Candace  A.  Bry'anl, 
a daughter  of  Mrs.  Clarissa  A.  Bry'anl,  Texas 
settlers  from  tleorgia.  Mrs.  Sweazea  was  horn 
in  Georgia  in  July,  1848,  and  is  the  mother  of: 
Thomas  Matthias,  Modclinc,  a Wise  county 
teacher  w ho  died  at  twenty'  years  of  age ; Jelf. 
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who  married  Ida  Mills,  has  children,  Loma  and 
Edith,  and  farms  the  old  family  homestead ; 
Elbert,  Stella,  wife  of  Walter  Mills,  of  Castro 
county,  Texas,  with  one  child,  Jay,  and  Odie 
and  Bertie. 

Although  nearing  his  sixtieth  3 ear,  Mr. 
Sweazea  appears  in  robust  .health  and  it  is  evi- 
dent that  his  3'ears  of  uziremitting  toil  have 
not  imperiled  his  constitution.  His  efforts 
here  have  redounded  to  the  substantial  develop- 
ment of  Clay  countv'^  and  he  deserves  credit  for 
his  success. 

WILLIAM  D.  HUDGINS.  Texas  offers 
splendid  opportunities  to  the  fanner  and  stock- 
raiser,  its  broad  prairies  and  rich  land  furnish- 
ing excellent  pasturage,  or  if  placed  under  culti- 
vation returning  rich  and  bountiful  crops.  Mr. 
Hudgins,  recognizing  the  possibilities  for  suc- 
cessful accomplishments  here,  is  now  carry- 
ing on  genera]  agricultural  interests  near 
Smithfield,  where  he  owns  three  hundred  acres 
of  valuable  land.  He  is  a native  of  Jackson 
count}^  Alabama,  born  December  30,  1847.  ^is 
parents  were  Elnathan  and  Sarah  (Proctor) 
Hudgins,  both  of  whom  were  also  natives  of 
Alabama.  In  the  year  1854  the  father  came 
with  his  famih'  from  that  state  to  Texas,  mak- 
ing his  wa}^  to  Tarrant  countv-  and,  settling  (m 
the  present  .site  of  Grapevine,  he  was  one  of  the 
first  residents  of  the  localitv^  and  aided  in  mak- 
ing the  place  a habitable  district  with  modern 
improvements  and  the  evidences  of  an  advanced 
civilization.  There  he  continued  to  reside  until 
called  to  his  final  rest,  passing  aw^a3'  in  iMarch, 
1902.  His  wife  has  also  departed  this  life.  At 
one  time  he  served  as  justice  of  the  peace  and 
he  was  ever  interested  in  the  public  welfare, 
co-operating  in  nianv'  movements  for  the  gen- 
eral good.  The  public  .schools  especially  found 
in  him  a helpful  friend.  He  was  for  rnanv'  3'ears 
a consistent  member  and  pillar  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  church.  South,  holding  membership 
with  the  congregation  in  Grapev'ine,  of  which 
he  was  practicallv'  the  founder.  He  became 
well  known  as  a pioneer  local  preacher  of  his 
time  and  his  efforts  in  behalf  of  the  church  were 
far  reaching  and  beneficial  and  contributed  in 
substantial  measure  to  the  moral  dev'elopnient 
of  the  community.  He  was  twice  married  and 
had  a large  number  of  children.  Of  those  sur- 
viving four  are  residents  of  Grapevine  : Molh' 
E.,  the  w'ife  of  J.  N.  Willis;  Laura,  the  wife  of 
J.  B.  Richmond;  Eliza,  the  wife  of  Alexander 
Dye,  and  James  C.  In  the  death  of  the  father 
Grapevine  lost  one  of  its  pioneer  residents  and 
well  known  citizens,  whose  memory  will  be 
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long  ensh.rincd  in  the  hearts  of  those  who  kiit”,',' 
him,  his  intluence  remaining  as  a blessed  bene 
diction  io  those  with  whom  he  was  a.'.sociated. 
The  Methodi.‘;t  Episcopal  church  there,  of 
which  he  was  the  founder,  contains  a memorial 
window  and  portrait  of  Mr.  irndgins,  placeil 
there  in  his  honor  and  in  recognition  of  an  up 
right  life  that  was  so  important  a factor  in  re- 
ligious progress  of  this  portion  of  the  countv. 
He  was  likewise  an  exctnjjlar}-  member  of  the 
-Masonic  lodge  at  Grapevine  and  joined  it  on 
its  organization. 

M illiam  D.  Hudgins  of  this  review  vvas  rear- 
ed to  adtill  age  at  (, Irapevine,  hating  been 
brought  to  this  state  b3‘  his  parents  when  a lit- 
tle lad  of  seven  summers.  He  was  educated  in 
the  public  schools  and  the  knowledge  therein 
gained  was  supplemented  by  experience  of  a 
practical  business  career  and  the  information 
obtained  through  reading  and  ohservatirin. 
After  arriving  at  v'cars  of  niaturitv  lie  vveddetl 
Lucy  E.  Turner,  a sister  of  T.  E.  Turner,  of 
Smithfield,  Te.xas,  and  thev'  became  the  j>arenis 
of  ten  children:  Florence,  the  wife  of  A.  O. 

Robinson,  of  Birdvillc,  Texas;  F.  Alliert,  who 
is  living  in  Memphis,  Te.xas;  Henrv'  T..  also  a 
resident  of  Memphis:  T.  Edward,  who  make.-' 
his  home  in  Harllev  countv-,  this  state:  El- 
nathan, of  Memphis;  Johannah,  the  wife  r.f 
George  Dixon,  of  I’aui  countv.  Texas;  \\  illiam 
W.,  who  makes  his  home  in  Dallas.  Te.xas  : 
Mary  K.,  who  is  with  her  father;  Laura  \.,  the 
wife  of  Albert  Gibbins,  of  Fort  Worth,  ami 
James  M.,  al.so  at  home.  The  mother  of  these 
children  departed  this  life  in  April,  IQOO,  and 
Mr.  Hudgins  afterward  married  i)Trs.  Ella  Grif- 
fin, of  Dallas,  Texas. 

Over  a quarter  of  a centiir3'  ago  iMr.  Hudgins 
settled  upon  his  jiresent  farm  near  Smithfield 
and  is  devoting  his  time  ami  energies  to  gen- 
eral agricultural  pursuits  and  stock-raising, 
both  branches  of  his  business  proving  jirofit- 
able.  The  farm  is  well  eqnijipcil  with  modern 
conveniences  and  in  its  thrii'tv  and  attractive 
appearance  indicates  his  careful  supervision 
and  progressive  methods.  All  he  possesses 
has  been  practicallv'  aciiuired  through  his  own 
labors  atid  he  mav  therefore  l>e  said  to  have  won 
the  proud  .American  title  of  a self-made  man. 

Mr.  lliulgiiis  behmgs  to  Grand  Prairie  Lodge 
No.  455,  A.  F.  & A.  i\l.,  at  Smithfield,  in  which 
he  is  a past  master.  For  v'ears  he  has  taken  an 
active  part  in  its  work  and  is  thoroughlv  in 
sv'inpathy  with  its  tenets  and  teachings,  be- 
lieving firmly  in  its  basic  principles  concern- 
ing the  fatherhood  of  God  and  the  brotherhood 
of  man.  His  religious  connection  is  vvith  the 
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-MeilicxJi't,  Episi'opul  rhurcli,  South,  at  Smith- 
field,  in  V,  liich  he  .--cn  cd  for  o\  er  a quarter  of  a 
'.■('iitiin-  as  .steward  and  is  now  acting  as  one  of 
the  trii."tees  of  the  church  [iroperty.  Patriotic 
and  public  spirited  in  an  eminent  degree,  he  has 
l.iborcd  persistently  and  earnestly  for  the  wel- 
fare of  his  community  as  well  as  for  individual 
success,  and  his  life  ha.s  at  all  times  been  actu- 
ated by  honorable  principles  and  worth}'  ni(i- 
tives. 

JESSE  J.  NL’NN.Al.LY,  present  city  audi- 
tor of  Fvrt  Worth,  has  been  in  various  capaci- 
ties connected  with  the  arhninistration  of  city 
and  county  atfairs  here  for  more  than  twenty 
vears,  and  is  one  of  the  most  popular  and  effi- 
cient piibiic  officiaLs  in  Tarrant  county  and  the 
city  of  I'orL  Worth.  He  has  adiiexcd  a high 
degree  of  self-attained  success  in  life,  and  from 
a farmer  Itoy  has  reached  a posititm  of  great 
esteem  among  liis  fellow  citizens. 

He  was  born  in  November,  1838,  in  Barren 
county.  Kentucky,  being  a son  of  B.  P.  and 
Clara  (Holloway)  Nuniially.  His  grandfather 
was  brought  l>y  his  parents  to  Barren  county 
in  i8e7,  among  the  pioneers,  and  he  followed 
farming  nearly  all  his  active  career,  and  now 
lives  in  I'.leicalfe  county.  Kentucky,  a vcncr- 
:ible  old  citizen.  The  mother  is  deceased. 

ilr.  Numiallv  w a.s  brought  up  on  the  Ken- 
tucky homestead,  and  farming  is  an  occupation 
to  which  he  was  inured  frc>m  early  years.  He 
got  his  rducaticui  in  his  native  county,  and  at 
the  age  of  eighteen  began  teacliing  school.  He 
tmtiiiued  this  for  several  terms,  and  in  1881, 
when  twenty  tliree  years  old,  he  came  to  Tar- 
rant county,  Texas,  fti  the  spring  of  that  year 
he  taught  the  old  W’atson  .school  near  .\rling-- 
ton,  rompieting  a Ihree  ntonths'  term.  On  the 
first  day  of  August  following  he  was  intro- 
duced to  n long'  (.fficial  career  in  the  county 
by  beginning  work  as  a clerk  in  the  office  of 
County  Clcik  Joliu  F.  Swavne,  of  Fort  Worth. 
He  remained  in  that  office  ahno.st  coutimiously 
until  July  I,  1S89,  and  following  that  he  served 
four  years  as  deputy  tax  collector  under  Frank 
Hovciicamp.  On  Decemher  15,  iSqh,  he  tvas 
appointed  city  auditor  to  fill  a vacancy,  and  on 
April  8 eif  the  following  year  was  elected  to 
rhi.s  office  at  the  regular  city  election,  and  has 
been  rc-elcctcd  for  each  sub;.equeiu  term. 

Mr.  Nimnaily  has  affiliated  with  the  Kniglu.s 
of  Pythias  for  a number  o(  years,  and  is  past 
chancellor  c.inirnander  of  Queen  City  Lodge  of 
dial  order.  He  was  married  at  Sulphur  Springs, 
Texas,  to  idi.ss  I'annic  Becion,  whose  father, 
Dr.  h.  I'.  Bectou,  of  that  city,  was  a prominent 


man  and  was  for  several  years  superintendent 
of  the  State  .\sylum  for  the  Blind  at  Austin, 
and  who  had  come  to  Texas  in  1841,  in  the  days 
of  the  republic.  IVIr.  and  Itlrs.  Nunnally  have 
three  children,  Dorothy,  Fru  and  Jesse  Jr. 

WILLr.\M  WANTLAND.  The  bar  of  Clav 
county  is  worthily  represented  by  Henrietta's 
esteemed  citizen  nhose  name  introduces  this  bio- 
graphical review.  For  twenty-one  years  his  life, 
in  this  county,  has  been  an  open  book  and  of  his 
varied  and  wide-spread  dealings  among  liis  fcl- 
lowraen  its  pages  contain  no  embarrassing  or 
disparaging  record.  PTe  has  gone  about  his 
eveiy-day  aiTairs  with  that  honc.siy  of  purpose 
and  purity  of  motive  which  iiuariably  marks  the 
citizen  of  a .sincere  type,  and  the  nature  of  his 
calling  and  the  character  of  his  daily  hfe  have 
wielded  a positive  and  beneficent  influence  upon 
the  social  life  of  his  county. 

The  Wantlands  in  Texas  are  as  old  as  the 
state  itself.  The  year  of  its  admission  the  father 
of  our  subject  settled  in  Navarro  county,  and  his 
first  years  here  were  passed  as  an  humble  and 
youthful  citizen  around  Corsicana.  His  age  was 
about  seventeen  when  he  entered  the  state  and 
his  circumstances  were  such  that  his  daily  la- 
bor.s  were  depended  on  for  his  support.  With- 
out trade,  professiem  or  superior  education  he 
won  his  way  v\  ith  his  hands  and  the  first  well 
dug  in  the  Court  plaza  in  Corsicana  was  the 
product  of  his  toil.  When  he  finally  chose  his 
location  it  was  in  Grai  sori  county  and  there  he 
ei  entually  became  a farmer.  As  he  grew  and 
pro.spered  he  branched  out  into  the  cattle  busi- 
ness and,  ill  time,  became  widely  known  for  his 
varied  and  e.xtensive  interests. 

Charles  F.  Wantland  was  the  founder  of  tltis 
pioneer  Texas  family,  as  previously  asserted,  and 
during  the  period  of  the  Confederate  war  he 
was  in  the  Home  Guard,  a captain  in  the  service, 
and  when  hostilities  had  ceased  and  civil  business 
again  resumed  he  became  a freighter  and  en- 
gaged extensiv'ely  in  transporting  merchandise 
between  Te.xas  points  and  Forts  Sill  and  Ar- 
liuckle  in  the  Indian  Territory.  Wffiilc  success- 
fully prosecuting  this  business  he  met  the  well 
known  Indian,  Smith  Paul,  of  Paul’s  Valley  no- 
toriety, and  entenHl  a deal  with  the  latter  to  open 
out  large  farm  on  the  W'a.shita  river,  and  he 
fenced,  broke  out  and  otherw  ise  improved  an  ex- 
tensive tract  and  farmed  the  same  with  much 
profit  to  himself  from  1869  to  1881,  He  also 
held  large  stock  interests  on  the  Canadian  river 
and  the  subject  of  this  review  bedded  cattle 
where  the  city  of  Norman,  Oklahoma,  now 
.strands. 
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Charkii  F.  Waiilland  was  bora  somewhere  in 
East  Tennessee  and  in  early  childhcxHi  rvas  taken 
into  Illinois  by  his  parents  and  was  reared  near 
Salem,  in  Marion  county.  He  learned  little  about 
the  three  “R’s”  and  consequently  began  life  under 
the  embarrassment  of  semi -illiteracy.  He  j)reccd- 
ed  his  parents  to  Texas  and  his  fatlkT,  of  I'rendi 
antecedents,  passed  his  last  years  in  Navarro 
county.  Returning  to  Orayson  count}'  from 
Paul’s  Valley  he  located  near  Sherman  and 
prosecuted  the  live-stock  business  with  vigor  and 
success.  He  was  secretary  of  the  Kimberlin 
Real  Estate  and  Live  .Stock  Association,  doing 
business  chiefly  in  Xortliwest  Texas,  but  with 
interests  also  in  Grayson  county.  After  the  open- 
ing of  Oklahoma  he  became  interested  in  its 
development  and  the  pro.spect  of  still  furtlter 
business  conquest  lured  him  on  to  Noble  where 
he  is  engaged  in  the  batilcing  business. 

His  marriage  occurred  in  Grayson  county  in 
1853,  the  lady  of  his  choice  being  Miss  Lucy 
Jennings,  wdiose  father.  Jack  Jennings,  was  one 
of  the  most  widely  and  favorably  known  of  all 
Grayson  county  fanners.  The  latter  ctune  to 
Texas  from  Jackson  county,  -Missouri,  did  his 
part  tovvard  the  improvement  and  development 
of  Grayson  county  and  died  there.  Five  children 
were  bora  to  this  union,  of  which  William  was  the 
middle  one.  Lewds  C.,  of  Purcell.  Indian  'I'crri- 
tory,  and  Marion  W.,  who  died  at  Siloam 
Springs,  Arkansas,  being  older,  and  hlrs.  W.  T. 
Shannon,  of  Belton,  Te.xas,  an  only  .sister,  and 
John  M.,  of  Chickasha,  Indian  Territory,  being 
)'ouriger  than  William. 

In  Paul’s  Valley  and  in  Grayson  county  was 
William  Waiitland  brought  up.  He  was  born 
near  Shennan,  August  30,  1857.  and  was  educat- 
ed in  the  common  schools  and  in  the  Bonham 
Christian  College.  Charles  Carlton,  well  known 
to  many  Texa.s  youths  of  that  time,  was  his 
teacher,  and  the  influence  of  his  teacher  w'as  par- 
amount to  that  of  his  books.  To  be  exact,  the 
first  impressions  gained  in  a sebooi  were  gathered 
at  Red  River  Station,  where  a sort  of  stockade 
enclosed  or  protected  settlers  against  the  Indians 
and  the  school  conducted  in  proximity  to  this 
picket  fortification  was  presided  over  by  Prof, 
Phillips,  one  of  the  type  of  old-time  school- 
masters who  paid  more  attention  to  manners  than 
to  books  and  believed  in  producing  ladies  and 
gentlemen  ratlicr  than  scholars.  Leaving  Bon- 
ham College,  Mr.  Wantland  became  a student 
in  the  law  department  of  Trinity  University,  at 
Tehuacana,  where  he  finished  the  course  in  1878 
and  Was  admitted  to  the  bar  at  Corsicana,  soon 
afterward,  before  Judge  D.  M.  Prendergast,  of 
Mexia.  He,  wdth  a few  others,  were  entrusted 


with  the  task  of  writing  out  iheir  own  certificates 
of  admission,  a jirocecding  not  at  all  customary 
then  nor  since,  and  his  initial  WT>rk  in  a law 
<)fticc  was  as  clerk  willi  Fears  and  Wilkinson  at 
Shennan.  Texas.  He  remaine<i  there  a year  and 
then  wn-ni  into  the  office  of  Judge  Hurt  at  Dal- 
las and  served  liim  a year.  He  then  cast  about 
for  a loc.ation  to  begin  die  praciicr;  for  hirn.self. 
While  in  ilie  einjiloy  of  Fears  am!  \\  ilkin.son  be 
tried  his  first  case,  which  was  a civil  suit  against 
Byers  Bros.,  now  the  noted  cattlemen,  brought 
by  Deere,  -Mansur  and  Con'ipany  for  the  collec- 
tion of  .an  accmiit  for  machinei'} . 

Stopping  in  Gainesville  first  on  bis  road  west, 
Mr,  Wantland  remained  onl}’  a year  and  after 
a short  period  of  unsettleii  jmj-jxjse  he  <>pened  .an 
office  in  Clay  county  In  i88  y, 

Ilis  forte  is  civil  law,  yet  he  has  been  connect- 
ed with  suits  of  a different  character  a:id  from 
i8cX<  to  1808  he  was  county  attorney  oi  Clay 
county.  He  h.as  allied  himself  on  the  side  of 
Democracy  in  all  political  contests,  believing  in 
its  tenets  strictly,  but  {x.'litics  has  had  no  hand 
in  bringing  him  success  in  his  profession. 

IMr.  Wantland  w as  married  in  Limestone  coun- 
ty, Texas,  January  i,  1883,  to  Miss  iMaiid  Scott, 
a daughter  of  Beverly  and  Hettie  ( W’iilianis) 
Scott,  who  settled  at  \\'.act',  from  Mississippi, 
in  an  early  ilay,  and  reared  a son  and  three 
daughters,  ilr.s.  Wantland  wa.s  born  lune  30, 
i860,  ami  is  the  mother  of  W’illie  Ze»e.  wife  of 
Herbert  J.  Smith,  cashier  of  the  Farmers’  and 
Merchants’  Bank  of  Bellevue,  who  have  a son, 
Wantland  J..  and  Lois  Wantland. 

Mr.  Wantland  is  an  Odd  Fellow  and  a Mason 
and  holds  membership  in  bis  town.  His  connec- 
tion with  many  of  the  substantial  affairs  of  his 
town  makes  his  influence  a dominating  one  in 
any  matter  affecting  the  interests  of  the  ])eople 
and  his  encouragement  goes  out  to  whatever 
gives  promi.se  of  good  to  his  fcllowincn. 

DR.  WILLL\..M  H.  COOKE,  of  Clarendon, 
has  enjoyed  a remarkable  career  in  the  profession 
of  tlemistrv.  Remarkable,  in  tiie  fir.st  place,  for 
its  length,  since  it  has  been  over  half  a century 
from  the  day  when  he  did  his  first  pirofessionat 
w'ork;  remark.ablc,  too,  for  the  energy  and  en- 
thusiasm with  which  he  has  prosecuted  his  life 
work,  and  (hiring  all  these  years  and  notwith- 
standing the  alriiusL  revoluLionar}  changes  which 
have  boeai  wrought  hy  the  progress  of  dental  sci- 
ence, elevating  its  practice  from  an  art  into  a 
pirofession,  he  has  maintained  his  place  in  the 
forefront  rank  of  his  fellow’  practitioners,  and  is 
as  modern  and  up-to-date  today  as  he  was  fifty 
years  ago ; and  remarkable,  as  a matter  of  course 
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from  whai  has  been  stated,  in  the  eminent  suc- 
ccs.s  whieh  he  lia.s  gained  wherever  he  has  been 
iocated.  and  he  has  attained  both  professional 
prominence  and  great  material  pro.sperity,  and  is 
recognized  as  one  of  the  most  substantial  men 
of  t.darendon  and  of  Northwest  Texas. 

T>r.  Cooke  is  the  wonder  and  admiration  of  his 
friends  in  that,  though  now  almost  at  the  sev- 
cntv-hfth  milestone  of  life,  he  has  preserved  his 
vonthful  .spirits  and  energy  almost  intact,  and  is 
'till  a man  of  [icrfect  health  and  activity.  Born 
m AlciMinn  county,  east  Tennes.see,  December 
22.  1830,  he  belonged  to  one  of  the  oldest  and 
most  prominent  families  of  that  region,  being 
a -son  of  II.  C.  and  Marv  (Wood)  C.ooke.  His 
father,  a native  r.f  Culpeper  count}  , Mrginia, 
came  to  east  Tennessee  in  the  pioneer  days,  in 
181  j..  He  e.stablishcd  a plantation  on  the  old 
Starr  Indian  reservation,  buying  his  land  from 
Caleb  Starr,  the  head  of  the  m*ted  Cherokee 
Indian  family  of  that  name.  This  old  plantation 
remained  the  home  of  H.  C.  CcKtke  until  his 
death  in  i85<).  He  was  a planter  and  slave 
onner.  iMary  (Wood)  Cooke,  the  mother,  was 
bora  in  ease  Tennc.ssee,  of  a Virginia  family,  and 
died  in  i.lonhani,  Te.xas.  in  1886,  at  the  age  of 
eighty  years. 

Dr.  Cofike  was  reared  on  the  old  Mci\Iinn 
count}  plantation,  and  he  received  a good  liter- 
ary C'lucation  at  Hiwo.see  College.  He  began 
])rt()arati(.)n  for  the  medical  profession,  studying 
under  Dr.  James  Carson,  but  when  his  iJrcce])tor 
later  became  interested  in  dentistry  the  pupil 
also  decided  to  adopt  that  itrofcssion.  continuing 
hi.s  studies  under  Dr.  Car.son.  He  made  his  first 
gold  plate  in  October.  1853.  so  that  he  has  since 
had  opportunity  to  celebrate  the  golden  anni- 
versary of  that  event.  Hi.s  first  practice  was  at 
Cleveland.  Tennessee,  and  in  tho.se  early  days 
of  dentistry  there  were  onl}-  three  others  of  simi- 
lar rKTiijwtioii  in  that  part  of  the  countr}'.  Early 
in  i8tii.  at  the  beginning  of  the  Civil  war.  Dr. 
Cooke  enlisted  in  the  t'onfederate  service,  in 
C>  >iTi]>anv  G,  'I'hird  Tennessee  Regiment,  and  was 
sent  to  the  drilling  ctunp  to  prepare  for  active 
fit  1(1  service.  But  upon  the  recommend.ation  of 
a friend.  Colonel  Br.azilton,  he  was  transferred 
to  the  position  of  chemist  in  the  Nitre  and  IMin- 
mg  {' or])s,  which  was  organized  by  the  Confed- 
eracy to  jirocure  materials  for  and  to  manufac- 
ture ammunition.  He  was  .statiuned«i.in  this  ca- 
[).'icit}  at  Dandridge,  Tennessee,  until  1863,  and 
from  tliat  time  tnitil  the  end  of  the  war  was  at 
Asheville,  .North  Carolina.  From  the  latter  place 
he  !>rocured  and  .shi])ped  quantities  of  saltpetre 
for  making  ammunition. 

.After  the  war  he  returned  to  Cleveland.  Ten- 


nessee, and  resumed  his  dental  practice,  which 
he  continued  until  1876.  He  then  came  to  Texas, 
an«l  for  some  fifteen  years  was  located  at  Bon- 
ham, and  in  1890  moved  to  Denton,  where  he 
went  into  partnershi])  with  his  cousin,  Dr.  Car- 
son.  a son  of  his  old  preceptor.  He  practiced 
in  Dcniun  until  July,  1897,  when  having  ac- 
quired a ranch  ami  some  cattle  in  Donley  county, 
he  came  to  Clarendon  and  has  practiced  here 
ever  since. 

Dr.  Cooke  is  and  always  has  been  an  indefati- 
gable student,  especially  in  his  profession,  and  has 
constantly  kept  up  tvith  the  advance  in  his  sci- 
ence. He  enjoys  a large  practice  and  makes 
money  in  all  branches  of  his  rvork.  He  has  held 
the  belief  that  one  is  never  ton  old  to  learn,  espe^ 
dally  in  the  dental  profession,  and  during  1872- 
73  he  took  a course  and  graduated  at  the  St. 
Louis  Dental  College,  and  in  1882-83  he  took 
further  courses  in  the  dental  department  of  the 
University  of  Tcnne.sscc  at  Na.shvillc.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  National  Dental  As.sociatioii.  the 
Southern  Dental  .Association  and  the  Te.xas  Den-, 
tal  Association,  and  in  the  last  named  he  has 
mis.scd  but  one  meeting  since  1882. 

His  ranch  and  farm  consists  of  two  sections 
of  land  eight  miles  east  of  Clarendon.  Be.sides, 
his  cattle,  he  has  two  hundred  acres  in  cultiva- 
tion devoted  to  general  farm  products,  and  in 
the  six  years  that  he  has  been  raising  crops 
he  has  never  yet  recorded  a failure,  which  is  a 
creditable  record  not  only  to  his  fine  ranch  and 
farm  but  to  the  general  possibilities  ami  resources 
of  this  great  Panhandle  country. 

Dr.  Cooke  is  a member  of  tlie  Baptist  church, 
and  is  atfiliated  with  the  Masons.  J Ic  was  married 
at  t harle.ston,  Tennessee,  in  1857  to  Mi.ss  Mart’ 
A.  Caiitz,  and  their  five  children  have  since, 
grown  up  to  careers  of  uscfuliie.s.s  in  their  rc§pec-, 
tive  communities.  The  children  are : Airs.  An-., 
nie  Cooke  Briggs,  wife  of  Dr.  J.  R.  Briggs,  who, 
owns  a large  and  successful  sanitarium  at  Oak 
Cliff.  Dallas,  Texas:  Robert  F. ; Airs.  Fannie  Er- 
w in : John  Esten  Cooke,  editor  of  the  Banner- 
Stcckwan,  at  Clarendon  : and  Airs.  Alargaret  AIc- 
Cormick. 

NOAH  RISLEY.  The  gentleman  whose 
name  introduces  this  personal  article  is  one  of 
the  [)romoters  of  an  industry  which  is  making 
Jack  county  known  beyond  the  limits  of  the  Lone 
Star  state  and  is  one  of  the  chief  factors  in 
sustaining  Jacksboro  as  an  imp>ortant  mart  in  the 
world  of  local  trade.  Responding  to  the  oppor- 
tunity to  reap  a harv^est  from  the  products  of 
nature’s  soil,  Risley  brothers,  of  whom  our  sub- 
ject is  one,  established  a plant  for  the  crushing- 
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of  .«tonc  and  for  the  sawing  of  building  stone 
from  the  great  quarrie.s  of  fine  limestone  iindcr- 
hdng  the  cit>’  for  the  great  and  growing  mar- 
kets for  both  these  products  springing  up  all 
over  the  South,  and  its  establishment  marks 
an  era  in  the  histort'  of  the  county  seat. 

As  already  intimated  el.sewhere  in  this  work, 
Risley  brothers  have  had  no  small  part  in  the 
industrial  affairs  of  Jacksboro  for  nearly  twenty 
years.  From  the  building  of  the  court  house  and 
jail  to  the  construction  of  innumerable  business 
blocks  on  three  sides  of  the  square  to  the  pro- 
motion, from  this  point,  of  other  important  wmrk 
-elsewhere,  and  to  the  erection  of  their  plant  for 
putting  on  the  market  a product  which  has  rnatle 
themselves  and  their  town  famous,  the  brothers 
became  known  and  their  prowess  as  mechanics, 
their  character  as  citizens  and  their  standing  as 
men  have  justified  the  patronage  their  enterprise 
has  won  and  the  confidence  in  them  universallv 
reposed. 

Having  abandoned  mechanics  on  coming  to 
Texas  in  1878 -and  taking  up  farming  in  Clay 
county,  our  subject  tired  of  the  unsatisfactory 
re.sults  of  the  latter  in  a short  time  and  joined 
his  brother  in  resuming  contract  work,  a business 
they  had  engaged  in  for  some  years  prior  to  their 
entry  to  the  empire  commonwealth  of  the  south. 
Tie  was  connected  with  the  building  of  tbe  court 
houses  at  Henrietta  and  Jacksboro  and  the  addi- 
tion to  that  of  Georgetown  and  the  jails  at 
Jacksboro  and  Gatesville  and  tbe  Masonic  temple 
at  Waco,  and  the  flouring  mill  and  elevator  and 
tbe  oil  mill  at  Jacksboro.  and  with  other  con- 
tracts of  importance  of  a different  character  else- 
where. For  the  Diebolt  Safe  and  Lock  Co.  he 
aided  in  putting  in  vaults  and  safes  all  over  Texas 
and  in  Louisiana,  constructing  in  Houston  the 
largest  vault  in  the  United  States  at  the  time,  and 
actively  identified  with  fire-proof  vault-building 
at  Galveston,  New  Orleans  and  Baton  Rouge. 
With  his  brother  he  constructed  garbage  crema- 
tories over  Texas  under  their  own  and  other 
patents,  doing  work  in  some  of  the  best  towns 
of  the  state,  as  mentioned  in  the  sketch  of  Ward 
Risley'  herein. 

In  1899  the  ernsher  business  in  Jacksboro  was 
begun  w'ben  Risley  brothers  started  a small  >')qnt 
just  above  the  .station  of  the  Rock  Island  .1  it 
was  operated  while  the  business  of  the  concern 
w'as  becoming  known  and  while  the  character 
of  the  Jacksboro  stone  was  being  tried  and  tested. 
In  three  years  the  capacity  of  the  infant  plant 
was  too  small  and  in  1902  Risley  Brothers  and 
Co.  was  incorporated  with  a capital  of  $30,000.00, 
one-half  paid  up,  the  brothers  taking  thirteen- 
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fifteenths  of  the  stock.  With  the  future  op.m- 
ing  up  as  bright  as  it  has  begun  for  ballast  and 
with  the  building  era  of  Texas  unimpcdeil  for 
another  decade  tlie  crusher  and  building  stone  in- 
du.str}'  of  Jacksboro  will  assume  immense  propor- 
tions. 

The  Risleys  are  known  as  Michigan  men. 
June  12.  1S48,  Noah  Risley  was  born  in  Berrien 
county,  Michigan,  wdiere  his  father.  Alan.son  Ris- 
ley, settled  in  18.4.7.  TThe  family  was  from  Syra- 
cuse. New  York,  where  the  latter's  birth  oc- 
curred in  1816.  The  family  was  originally  a 
Connecticut  one.  an  English  sea  captain  having 
founded  it  in  the  N’utmeg  state  during  old  coIo 
nial  times.  The  mo.st  remote  New  York  ancc.stor 
of  the  family  seems  to  have  been  Wait  Rislev, 
who  married  a Miss  Cautch  and  lived  ami  died 
near  Syracuse  on  a farm.  He  was  the  grand- 
father of  our  Subject  and  his  children  were: 
■Saliic  : Polly,  who  married  1 larvcy  L)art  and  died 
in  Berrien  county,  lUichigan ; Stephen,  of 
Buchanan  conntv,  Iowa  ; Wait  and  Alanson. 

Alan.son  Risle)  was  married  in  DuPage  county. 
Illinois,  to  Lucy  A.  Porter,  a daughter  of  David 
G.  and  Charlotte  (Lathrop)  Porter,  from  Onon- 
daga county.  New  York.  He  passed  his  life 
in  his  native  state,  in  Illinois,  and  in  IMichicran. 
chiefly  as  a fanner.  He  manifested  some  liking 
for  mechanics  for  he  was  a house-carpenter  in 
the  development  period  of  the  Wolverine  state 
and  can  be  said  to  have  been  a succe.ss  in  life. 
He  took  a warm  interest  in  civil  affairs,  was  a 
Republican  and  served  for  a time  in  the  LTnion 
armv  during  the  rebellion.  His  command  was 
Company  B,  Sixth  Michigan,  and  he  served  ten 
month.s  under  Gen.  Butler  and  was  discharged 
for  disability.  He  died  in  Berrien  county  in 
1863.  April  10.  and  his  wife  passed  away  January 
8th,  1876. 

Of  the  issue  of  Alanson  ami  Lucy  Risley,  Wait, 
tbe  oldest,  enlisted  in  the  army  with  his  father 
and  died  on  bis  eighteenth  birtlnlav:  Ward  cti- 
listed  for  Tiiilitarv  dutv  but  failed  to  pass  c.xam- 
ination ; Noah,  our  subject;  Charlotte,  wiio  mar- 
ried S.  R.  Spry  and  died  in  Berrien  comity,  Mich- 
igan; Job,  who  died  at  twenty-one  years;  and 
George  W.,  of  Liuler,  Texas. 

Noah  Risley  came  to  early  manhood  on  the 
farm  and  attended  no  public  school  until  he  could 
read  in  the  third  reader,  his  instruction  h.aving 
emanated  from  his  competent  and  thoughtful 
mother.  He  began  life  at  fifteen  years  of  age, 
doing  something  at  carpenter  w'ork  and  contrib- 
uting toward  his  ow'n  support.  He  acquired  the 
trade  of  a carpenter  and  followed  it  many  years, 
then  learning  masonry  and,  as  the  occasion  de- 
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rnamleil.  picking  up  a knowledge  of  blacksmith- 
ing  bc^idei.  He  remained  with  his  native  locali- 
ty until  itSyS,  when,  as  before  stated,  he  identi- 
fied himself  with  Texas  and  became  a farmer 
in  the  big  Worsham  pasture  in  Clat'  county. 

In  Rcrrien  enunty,  Michigan.  Mr.  Risley  was 
milted  in  marriage  December  20,  1868;  with 
Hattie  Spry,  a daughter  of  William  and  Char- 
lotte Spr_v,  iMr.s.  Risley  was  born  in  Berrien 
count} , February  7.  1852.  and  is  the  mother  of 
Mark  A.,  a stonecutter,  of  Amarillo,  Texas,  and 
married  to  Ida  Chisholm;  Roger,  who  married 
Laura  'Thwing  and  resides  in  Cowlitz  county, 
^\Tshing■ton ; Myrtle,  wife  of  C.  R.  Patching, 
of  Clay  county ; Noah  J.,  of  Cowlitz  county, 
Washington ; Ro.sa,  Alah  M.  and  Oscar  V.,  all 
deceased;  Darhara.  \'.  ife  of  Joltn  Phipjis  ; James 
O.  and  Benjamin  F. 

In  politics,  in  which  Mr.  Risley  was  wont  to 
become  absorbed  in  younger  life,  he  has  differed 
frt'ni  ihe  dominant  political  party  of  both  north 
and  south.  Becoming  a Greeiibacker,  he  fol- 
lowed it  and  Its  various  successors  through  the 
People's  party  and  now  holds  limited  socialistic 
views,  (In  spiritual  questions  he  is  decidedly 
agnostic  ami  is  without  interest  in  any  secret 
order. 

J'  lSEPH  CALXTK  B.AL.ES.  In  the  year 
i8So  f ah  ill  Kdward  BaU -■  e.stablished  this 
woriliv  f.'imil}  in  Monlagne  conntv,  where 
it-  c.ffcirts  have  in  a quiet  way  added  ma- 
teriall}'  to  tile  wealth  of  the  community 
as  will  as  to  till  financial  welfare  of  its 
dsmu'-tic  circle.  He  was  from  Fannin  coun- 
t}'  hither,  .iiid  ihe  place  wlicre  he  settled  was  on 
a (pjarter  section  <>f  Pinola  count}  school  land 
f"ur  and  a half  miles  east  of  Bowie.  He  dropfied 
int'i  ihe  .stuck  business  for  a few  years  but  gradu- 
ally contim-d  his  efforts  lo  tin-  farm,  as  the  range 
heg;an  to  close  up.  I'roni  the  material  point  of 
view-  Ins  life  was  a fairly  ?ucccssful  one  and  when 
he  died,  in  18-89,  lie  left  a liomeslcad  as  his  es- 
tate. 

Calvin  E.  Bales  wa.>  1/orn  in  Buncombe  ccnmtv, 
Norih  Carolina,  in  1X06,  and  he  grew  to  inan- 
ln>od  in  Crcorgia.  whitlier  his  mother  had  moved 
alioiil  i8n.  For  his  wife  he  married  Mary  E. 
Il.'ik.  v,h>a  ]);tsse(i  away  at  her  home,  where  her 
,'.<■'11  mwv  li\a  ill  t88.8,  at  sixl\ -three  \ ears  of  age. 
111'.  ;>■  iCTf  H.ill  comuv.  Georgia,  in  iiSyo,  bound 
!'>r  till,  l.cme  Star  state.  En  route  they  stopped 
two  vc.ii-  in  Frau.k-lin  counf'.a  Alabama,  finish- 
irpg  tin  ir  iuiirnev  in  1872  and  settling  in  lAarinin 
eouniv  '1  lii.-rc  th.ev  purchased  a farm  and  were 
•'iccnpied  with  its  culiivation  until  their  removal 
into  Moiuague  county  soiiie  eight  years  later. 


Mr.  Bales,  Sr.,  w as  the  father  of  Noah  LaFav- 
etie,  w ho  returned  to  Hall  county,  Georgia,  about 
1881;  Franklin,  of  Pierce,  Indian  Territory^ 
Alattie  and  Lou,  twins,  the  former  Mrs.  Frank 
Howard  and  the  latter  died  in  Fannin  county, 
I'e-xas,  as  the  wife  of  Charles  Fors}>the,  and 
both  left  families;  Je.sse,  of  Fannin  county; 
George,  who  passc«I  away  in  the  Chocklaw  na- 
tion leaving  a family ; Ed,  who  was  drowned  in 
Red  river,  single ; Joseph  C.,  our  subject ; and 
John,  of  the  Chocktaw  Ikation. 

The  country  schools  of  Fannin  county  provid- 
ed Joseph  C.  Bales  w ith  a fair  education  and  he 
made  himself  indispemsably  useful  on  the  range 
and  the  farm  in  their  new  home  in  Alontagxte 
county.  Flis  pioneer  home  in  Montague  was 
little  better  than  a log  pen,  but  it  served  its  pur- 
pose and  during  its  occupancy  it  never  lost  its 
significance  as  c.xprcsscd  in  the  strains  of  John 
How'ard  Payne  in  his  world-familiar  h\mn,  “Re 
it  ever  so  humble  there’s  no  place  like  home.” 

I'he  domicile  ih.at  provides  shelter  and  comfort 
to  the  present  occupants  of  the  old  Bales  home 
was  erected  b;e  our  subject  in  1899  and  it  and 
its  surroundings  form  one  of  the  beautiful  and 
attractive  jvlace.s  along  the  public  highway.  Air. 
Bales  started  life  with  his  voung  w'ifc  with  very 
inconsiderable  means.  He  bought  out  the  other 
heirs  to  the  old  home  and  was  forced  to  borrow 
the  rnoiiev  w ith  w hich  to  have  the  papers  execut- 
ed and  put  of  record.  Possessing  great  industry 
themselves,,  practicing  rigid  economy  and  exhib- 
iting'  good  busine.ss  inilginent  the  apparently 
m<:>numenlal  debt  with  which  they  began  life 
w as  wif>ed  out  and  tiie  home  has  long  since  l^een 
their  own.  One  Inmdred  and  thirty-three  and 
two-thirds  acres  comprise  the  homestead,  of 
w hicii  forty  acres  arc  devoted  to  fruit.  His  place 
is  among  the  choicest  of  the  fruit-growing  region 
of  the  county  and  Providence  has  ordered  and 
decreed,  in  the  past,  tliat  it  shall  support  its  own- 
ers in  comfort  and  in  plenty. 

December  13,  18S1,  Mr.  Bales  married  Alattie, 
a daughter  of  Wil.voii  an<l  Mary  ('Griffin)  Wil- 
cox. who  came  original!},  from  Afissoiiri.  En 
route  to  Texas  tlicy  stopped  in  Lonisian.-i,  where 
Mrs.  Bales  was  bom  in  i86o.  Air,  and  Airs. 
Bales’  chililren  are-:  Zelkt,  the  wife  of  Robert 

.Nichols,  of  Alontague  county,  whose  child  is 
Tcnnic  I.. : Benjamin.  Andrew.  M'illiam,  Flor- 
ney  D.,  Etta,  Josephine,  deceased,  Mark  and 
Ruby  constitute  the  remainder  of  the  family. 

Air.  Bales  has  allied  himself  with  the  prevail- 
ing I'olitical  parly  of  Te.xas  and  he  has  con.sidered 
his  political  duty  rlone  w hen  he  has  cast  his  vote. 
He  has  ])cnnitt<-d  n<«thing  to  draw  his  attention 
from  his  farm  and  to  hi,-,  tenacity  and  persistency 
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is  attributable  his  substantial  success.  He  was 
bom  in  Hall  county,  Georg-ia,  July  i6,  1862. 

LITTLETON  G.  PRITCHARD  is  a man 
of  self-made  achievement  and  influence,  who  has 
made  himself  what  he  is  by  earnestness  and  dili- 
gent perseverance  throughout  life  from  the  time 
of  boyhood.  He  is  now  one  of  the  leading  citi- 
zens of  Tarrant  county.  He  is  the  county  road 
supervisor,  is  mayor  of  the  municipality  of  N^orth 
Fort  Worth,  and  is  a leading  real  estate  dealer. 

He  was  born  in  i860  in  the  state  of  Alabama, 
his  parents  being  S.  D.  and  Harriet  (Logan) 
Pritchard.  When  he  was  eight  years  old  the 
family  moved  to  Copiah  county,  Itlississippi,  and 
from  then  on  he  was  reared  in  Wesson,  Missis- 
sippi. He  was  accounted  as  one  of  the  most  in- 
dustrious and  hard-working  lads  in  that  vicinity, 
and  early  manifested  those  diligent  habits  that 
resulted  in  his  rapid  progress  in  later  years.  He 
was  self-reliant  and  .soon  made  himself  independ- 
ent of  circumstances  or  outside  as.<^btance.  He 
went  to  work  in  a cotton  mill  doing  the  sweeping 
out  and  other  small  general  work,  at  tir.st  earn- 
ing twenty-five  cents  a day.  He  later  learned  the 
blacksmith  trade,  which  he  followed  for  a num- 
ber of  5'ears.  He  came  to  Tarrant  county  in 
1883,  and  bought  a blacksmith  shop  in  the  village 
of  Bedford,  where  he  wa.s  a citizen  for  some 
years.  About  1890  he  moved  to  Fort  Worth 
and  located  in  the  northern  part  of  the  city%  which 
lias  since  been  formed  as  the.  sejiarate  city  of 
North  Fort  Worth.  In  1897  he  was  appointed, 
by  tlie  board  of  county  commissioners,  as  county 
road  sttpervd.sor  for  Tarrant  county,  and  has 
filled  that  position  ever  since,  for  the  betterment 
and  continued  improvement  of  the  jmblic  high- 
way's of  the  county,  where  are  .some  of  the  best 
roads  to  be  found  in  the  state.  In  April,  1904. 
he  was  elected  mayor  of  North  Fort  W'orth.  In 
addition  to  the.se  public  resjronsibilitie.s  he  i.s  a 
member  of  the  real  estate  finn  c>f  Hall  and 
Pritchard,  transacting  a general  busiiie.ss  in 
North  Fort  W’orth  realty.  He  is  a very  popular 
man  in  this  section  of  the  city  and  has  always 
been  among  the  stanchest  advocates  and  helpers 
in  its  improvement  and  general  upbuilding.  The 
extensive  stock-y^ards  and  packing-house  inter- 
ests are  located  in  North  Fort  Worth,  and  it  is 
a populous  and  enterprising  place.  He  own.s 
considerable  real  estate  in  this  part  of  the  city', 
and  is  personally  concerned  with  the  grow'th  of 
the  industries  and  improvement  of  the  munici- 
pality. 

Mr.  Pritchard  is  affiliated  with  the  iWasonic 
and  Knights  of  Py'thias  fraternities.  He  is  a man 
of  family,  and  his  wife’s  maiden  name  wa.s  Miss 
Buckland.  They  have  one  son,  Harry'  Pritchard. 


D.\-\TEI..  CRITES  i.s  the  owner  of  a valu- 
able farming  property  of  nine  hundred  and  twen- 
ty-five acres  in  Montague  county,  of  which  F>nr 
hundred  acre.s  is  under  a high  state  of  cultivation. 
He,  however,  has  retired  from  the  active  work  of 
the  fami  and  i.s  living  in  Xocona,  where  he  like- 
wi.^e  has  e.xteiisive  and  valuable  property  iriter- 
c.sts.  He  i.s  entitled  to  mention  as  one  of  the 
men  whose  force  of  cliaracter  and  indefatigable 
onterpri.se  have  served  as  tlie  fomidaticui  uptin 
which  they  have  buiUk’d  the  superstructure  of 
.success,  for  JMr.  Crites  started  out  in  life  emjily- 
handed  and  ha.s  worked  his  way  steadily  upward 
to  pro.sperily.  He  was  born  in  Cape  Girardeau 
coimly.  Mi.ssouri,  November  16,  1840.  His  par- 
ents were  Conrad  and  Polly  A.  (Mills)  Crites. 
the  former  a native  of  lUissouri  and  llie  latter  of 
North  Carolina.  Mrs.  Crites,  however.  .sp>ent 
her  girlhood  day-s  in  Mi^souri,  w here  they  were 
married,  after  which  they  began  their  dome^tic 
life  upon  a farm,  residiitg  tlureon  until  1859, 
when  they  came  to  T'e.xas,  locating'  in  T teuton 
comity,  where  the  father  pnrcha.scd  a tract  of 
land  on  wliiclt  but  few  improvements  had  been 
made.  He,  however,  began  the  further  de\el- 
opnieiit  of  the  i>roperty  and  in  due  cour.se  of 
time  a well  imprC'ved  farm  rcsultel.  He  became 
one  of  the  leading  agricnlturi-,ts  of  his  roimTiuni- 
ty  and  remained  upon  the  old  homestead  u]j  to  the 
time  of  hi.s  death,  which  occurred  in  i.874.  In 
all  of  his  business  life  he  was  practical  and  en- 
lerpri.^iug  and  his  labors  were  tlierefore  crowned 
witli  a gratify  ing  measure  of  sucee.ss.  In  his  polit- 
ical vievv.s  he  was  an  unfaltering  Democrat,  I'Ut 
the  honors  and  emoluments  of  office  had  no  at- 
traction for  him.  .\  w orthy  Chri.stian  gentleman, 
he  held  memhershi])  in  the  Bapti.st  dmrcli  and 
ihroiighoul  the  community  was  known  as  a man 
of  charitable  and  benevolent  spirit  in  whom  the 
lx>or  and  needy  found  a friend,  while  hi.s  neigli- 
lior.s  could  ahvayes  connt  upvai  hi.s  reliability  and 
trn.stworthiiies.s.  He  came  of  German  ancestry. 
His  wife  was  a daughter  of  Daniel  and  Polly 
(AValker  ) W ills  of  North  Carolina,  w.ho  removed 
to  Mis.souri  and  later  to  Te.xas,  where  both  Mr. 
and  I\Irs  Wills  pa.ssed  away.  To  Mr.  and  iirs. 
Crites  were  born  ten  children',  Daniel  of 
this  review;  I’eter;  Wnlliani  II.:  Harvey;  Ilfari- 
on ; Francis  ; Louisa,  the  wife  of  L.  \.  Hill ; Polly 
the  wife  of  J.  W.  Evans;  .\manda.  the  wife  of 
B.  C.  Carter;  and  Sarali  the  wife  of  T.-ee 
Cone. 

Daniel  V.  Crites  acquired  a common  .school 
education  and  when  nineteen  years  of  age  ac- 
companied hi.s  parents  on  their  removal  to  Texas. 
.\t  the  age  of  twenty-one  years  he  volunteered 
in  December.  1861,  for  service  in  the  Fourteenth 
Texas  Cavalry  and  was  assigned  to  Company 
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Jl.  riie  regiment  was  ordered  to  Arkansas  and 
at  Little  Rock  was  disniotintcd.  The  troops  went 
into  Kentucky  under  Kirby  Smith  and  were 
attached  to  Hragg's  command.  Mr.  Crites  j>ar- 
ticiT>at(<i  in  (he  reiinessee  and  Georgia  cam- 
paigns itt  General  Johnston's  army  and  saw  mucii 
skirmishing  and  considerable  hard  fighting.  The 
first  b-aitle  in  which  'Mr.  Crites  participated  was 
at  Richm'tnd,  Kentucky,  and  later  he  was  in  the 
engagements  at  .'\ftirfreeslx)ro  and  Chickamanga. 
When  Johnston  was  falling  hack  through  (Geor- 
gia many  skirmishes  occurred.  They  made  their 
next  stand  ;it  .Altoona,  (iecn'gia,  where  Mr.  Crites 
was  ^\■onnded  b}  a niinie  ball,  which  was  taken 
cnit  from  luukv  the  skin  on  the  opposite  side  of 
the  bods  from  which  it  had  entered.  He  ilierc 
fell  into  the  hands  of  the  fetleralists  and  remained 
111  the  hospital  there  for  six  weeks,  lieing  well 
cared  for  h\-  the  surgetm  of  liis  own  command. 
I le  was  later  sent  to  .^eima.  .Alabama,  and  paroled 
and  soon  afterward  he  started  home,  walking 
from  Jackson,  Mississi]tpi,  to  'Fexas.  He  was 
iis'ver  exchangi'd,  and  remaining  at  home  re- 
sinned work  as  sos  n as  his  w f'nnd  had  sufficient- 
ly healed.  IK-  was  a faithful  defender  of  the 
cause  vs  hich  he  espou.sed  and  wa.s  a loyal  and 
brave  soldier,  undergoing  all  the  deprivations 
and  hardships  of  ssar. 

,\t  the  dose  of  hosiilities  lu-  found  that  he  had 
uotliing  renwining  save  his  honor  and  his  de- 
ls nninatioii.  I)ut  he  resolved  to  make  the  most 
of  his  opportunities  and  at  once  set  to  work. 
In  lie  returned  to  his  oss  n home  in  Alissonri 
on  a sisit,  remaining  in  that  locality  for  nimt 
months,  after  w hich  he  again  came  to  Texas. 

.Mr.  Crites  at  thi.=  time  rented  a small  tract 
of  raw  land  and  began  the  improvement  of  a 
fanii,  building  a hou.se  and  placing  some  of  the 
tract  under  cultis'ation.  Xceding  a companion 
and  liclpm.atc  for  life's  journey,  he  was  married 
oil  tlic  "th  of  January,  1872,  and  then  began  the 
struggle  for  a conpietence  in  earnest.  .Vs  the 
sears  passed  he  placed  his  farm  under  a good 
state  of  cultivatisin  and  prospering  in  hi.s  under- 
takings he  adsKd  t<a  his  land  until  he  owned 
lis'e  hundred  anil  thirts-five  acres,  which  he  suc- 
cessfully improved.  Tie  raised  twcntv-five  crops 
on  th.it  farm  and  then  in  r8c)^  he  sold  out  and  re- 
moved to  .Montague  county,  where  he  purchased 
-ix  hundred  and  seventy-five  acres,  of  which  one 
iiundred  acres  \vas  already  under  cultivation, 
•'hi  this  lie  made  modern  improvements  and  erect- 
ed a good  frame  residence,  which  is  attractivclv 
locrucd  in  the  midst  of  a fine  nrove.  The  land 
was  firiginally  )inrchascd  from  the  Broadus  & 
Jordan  Comvwnv  and  he  has  further  continued 
the  work  of  improvement  and  development  until 


he  now  has  a splendid  farm  ]>ro])erty  containing 
nine  hundred  and  twenty-five  acres,  of  which 
four  hundred  acres  is  under  a high  state  of  cul- 
tivation. He  carried  on  general  farming  and 
raised  and  handled  stock,  and  in  both  branches 
of  his  business  he  prospered.  He  continued 
upon  the  home  farm  until  1902,  when  he  gave 
his  farming  interests  to  the  charge  of  his  son, 
who  is  now  carrying  forward  the  work  inaugur- 
ated by  his  father.  Air.  Crites  has  .since  made  his 
home  in  Nocona,  where  he  purchased  the  resi- 
dence that  he  now  occupies,  and  in  addition  he 
has  four  other  houses  which  he  rents.  He  also 
bought  a large  block  of  twelve  lots  on  Main 
street  near  the  business  center  of  the  town  and 
this  is  occupied  by  a livery  stable,  wagon  yard 
and  blacksmith  shop.  The  ground  is  valuable 
and  Air.  Crites'  realty  po.ssessioiis  in  Nocona  as 
well  as  his  farm  are  a visible  evidence  of  his  life 
of  unremitting  thrift  and  diligence.  He  indeed 
ilescrves  nuich  credit  for  what  he  has  achieved 
and  he  has  come  off  victor  in  the  strug^gle  for 
prosperity  and  for  advancement  in  business  life. 

Ctn  the  7th  of  January,  1872.  Air.  Crites  w-as 
married  to  Aliss  Nancy  E.  Priddy,  who  was  born 
in  the  Cherokee  di.strict  of  Tennessee  and  has 
been  a di-vote<l  wife  and  helpmate  to  him.  She 
is  a daughter  of  Burk  and  Minerva  (Walker) 
I b iddy,  the  latter  a daughter  of  Robert  Walker 
of  McAIinn  countv'.  Tennessee.  Her  parents 
were  married  Alarch  11,  1834.  Her  father, 
Burk  Priddy,  is  a son  of  John  and  Nancy  (Wliit- 
lockl  Priddy.  the  former  a native  of  Halifax 
County,  A’irginia.  and  the  latter  of  North  Caro- 
lina. John  Priddy  lived  successiv'ely  in  his  na- 
tive state,  .Stokes  county,  North  Carolina,  Cooke 
county.  Tennessee,  and  Polk  county,  Mis.souri, 
where  he  died  March  8,  i86r,  at  the  age  of  eigh- 
ty-three years.  His  wife.  Nancy  Whitlock,  was 
a daughter  of  Charles  Whitlock,  a native  of 
Ireland.  She  was  born  in  Albemarle  county, 
North  Carolina,  and  died  in  I’olk  count}',  AH.s- 
.souri,  in  1857,  at  the  age  of  eighty-five  years. 
The  children  in  that  family  were;  Polly,  who 
became  Airs.  Alford  Taylor  and  died  in  1888  in 
her  eighty-fifth  year;  and  two  sons,  Davis  and 
Bnrk.  Tlie  last  named  was  born  in  Stokes  coun- 
ty, North  Carolina,  w here  he  remained  until  thir- 
teen years  of  age,  when  he  accompanied  his  par- 
ents on  their  removal  to  Cooke  countv,  Tennes- 
see, where  his  youth  and  early  manhood  were 
spent.  In  1834  he  married  Alincrva  Walker, 
a daughter  of  Robert  AA'alker  of  Mc.AIinn  county. 
Tennessee,  and  a descendant  of  a leading  and 
honored  pioneer  family  of  that  state.  In  com- 
pany with  his  father  and  their  respective  families 
IJnrk  Priddy  removed  to  Mi.ssouri,  settling  in 
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Polk  county,  where  he  remained  until  1870.  when 
he  removed  to  Grayson  county,  Texas,  an<l  pur- 
chased a fine  farm,  w hich  he  conducted  success- 
fully for  many  y'cars.  He  was  reared  to  ag-ricul- 
tural  pursuits  and  his  taste  and  inclination  have 
caused  him  always  to  be  identified  with  fanning 
and  stock-raising  interests.  He  owned  a fine 
farm  of  rich  black  soil  of  one  hundred  and  sev- 
enty-five acres  which  he  kept  in  good  con- 
dition and  in  his  agricultural  pursuits  was  quite 
successful.  He  also  had  farm  property  in  Cooke 
county  and  won  a handsome  competence  for  old 
age.  In  his  business  affairs  he  was  reliable  and 
at  all  times  was  worthy  the  esteem  and  confidence 
so  uniformly  acccirdcd  him.  In  his  old  age  he 
sold  the  Grav-Son  county  property  and  came  to 
Montague  county  in  order  to  spend  the  evening  of 
life  among  his  children,  and  both  he  and  his 
wife  died  at  the  home  of  their  daughter,  Mrs. 
Ose,  in  Nocona,  Mrs.  Friddy  passing  away  De- 
cember 2,  1900.  at  the  age  of  cighty-six  years, 
while  Mr.  Priddv  died  April  20,  at  the  age 

of  ninetj'-four  years.  His  wife  was  a consistent 
Methodist.  During  the  war  of  the  rebellion 
both  annics  foraged  on  his  farm  and  finally  the 
soldiers  dcstroy^ed  his  house  by  fire  and  be  had 
to  seek  safety  elsewhere.  In  his  family  were 
nine  children ; Nancy  E..  now  Mrs.  Crites ; 
Rachel  A.,  the  wife  of  A.  Pulliam ; Felix  G. ; 
Catherine,  the  wife  of  E.  T.  Coe  of  Nocona; 
Davis;  Wilton  J.;  iMargarct  A.,  the  wife  of  Jo- 
sejdt  Hodges ; Willis ; and  William  B. 

The  home  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Crites  has  been 
biessefl  with  two  children.  Clark  W.,  horn  in 
November.  1874,  married  Miss  Fiva  Davis,  a 
daughter  of  W.  D.  Davis,  formerly  of  Montague 
county,  but  now  of  Indian  Territory.  He  is  a 
fanner  widely  and  favorably  known  in  bis  com- 
munity' and  is  quite  successful  in  his  .stock-rais- 
ing ventures.  He  occupie.s  the  old  hoine.stcad 
and  is  thus  carrying  forward  the  work  done  by 
his  father.  Both  he  and  his  wife  are  members 
of  the  Methodist  church  and  to  them  have  been 
bom  four  children ; Ronnie  C.,  born  March  9, 
1899;  Daniel  Virgil,  in  October,  1901 ; Roy  D., 
in  October,  1003 ; Adda  B.,  born  August  ii, 
1905.  Adda  Crites,  the  daughter  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Daniel  Crites,  was  born  in  August,  1875, 
and  became  the  wdfe  of  B.  T.  Davis,  a merchant 
of  Nocona.  They  had  two  children,  Paul  C. 
and  Teeola,  but  the  young  mother  W'us  called 
from  her  home  in  death,  April  25,  ic)oi.  She 
was  an  earnest  Christian  woman,  belonging  to 
the  Methodist  church.  Her  children  now  find 
a good  home  with  their  grandparents,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Crites,  w'ho  are  also  worthy  Christian  peo- 
ple, the  former  holding  membership  in  the  Bap- 
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li.st  church  and  tin-  latter  in  the  Methodi.st  church. 
-\s  the  yeiirs  li.-ive  pas.sed  Mr.  C rites  has  won  the 
iiigh  esteem  of  those  witii  whom  he  has  been  as- 
•sociated.  for  his  life  has  been  honorable,  his  ac- 
titm.s  manly  and  sincere.  His  business  career, 
too,  illustrates  'what  may  be  accomplished 
through  determiner!  and  per.sistent  puq.)0,se  when 
guided  bv  sotmd  judgment  and  honorable  meth- 
ods. 

JOHN  T.  \Vll,.L,iAM-S.  sheriff  of  M'ilbarger 
county,  is  the  type  of  man  best  fitted  for  that 
responsible  office.  He  i.s  cool,  calm  and  deter- 
mined in  the  presence  of  danger — danger  is  no 
slight  element  in  the  career  c>f  a sheriff  in  North- 
we.st  Texas  even  in  this  day  of  cnlighlciimcnt 
and  advanced  civilization,  ilr.  William.s  has 
been  connected  with  the  office  for  over  fifteen 
years,  beginning  at  a time  when  a man’s  life 
was  not  worth  a pin's  fee  before  the  despera- 
does who  at  one  time  infested  this  portion  of 
the  state.  At  all  times  and  under  all  circum- 
stances Sheriff  Williams  has  performed  liis  du- 
ties untliiichingly,  and  his  record  for  efficiency’’ 
and  length  of  service  cannot  be  surpassed  in  the 
state. 

Mr.  Williams  vvas  horn  in  Daingcrfield,  Morris 
county,  Texas,  February  22,  1861.  His  parents 
were  W.  P.  and  Elvira  (Stratton)  Williams,  his 
father  being  a native  of  New  York  state,  and  his 
mother  born  and  reared  in  Virginia,  whence  she 
came  wdtli  her  parents  to  Texas  in  1858.  locating 
in  (drayson  county,  and  her  death  occurred  at 
Jefferson,  in  1873.  When  a young  man,  in 
1849.  W.  P.  Williams  left  his  native  stare  and 
made  the  journey  to  California.  Fie  made  his 
home  on  the  Pacific  coast  until  1857,  in  which 
year  he  hxrated  in  Grayson  county  , Texas,  where 
he  married.  About  i860  he  engaged  in  the  mer- 
cantile business  at  Daingerfield,  and  later  fol- 
lowed merchandising  in  Jefferson,  this  state, 
where  his  death  occurred  in  1S72.  . 

Mr.  William.s  was  accordingly  not  more  than 
twelve  years  old  when  he  was  deprived  of  both 
his  parents,  and  it  was  only  a short  time  later  tliat 
he  entered  upon  the  serious  occupations  of  life, 
in  which  his  lot  ever  since  has  partaken  of  the 
more  than  ordinarily  strenuous.  He  was  reared 
and  received  his  education  in  Jefferson,  and  from 
the  age  of  fifteen  until  1881  he  vvas  engaged  in 
farm  work  in  Clay  county.  He  has  been  closely- 
identified  w ith  the  life  and  activity-  of  Wilbarger 
county  since  1882,  and  during  the  first  year  of 
his  residence  here  he  was  a cowboy  on  a ranch. 
He  then  located  in  V^emon  and  engaged  in  the 
grocery-  business  for  some  time.  In  1888  began 
his  connection  with  the  sheriff’s  office  bv  his  ap>- 
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pointnient  as  defiuty  sheriff,  and,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  a short  time  v\hile  lie  served  as  city  mar- 
shal, the  shrievalty  has  occupied  his  time  and  at- 
tention ever  since.  In  i<S9X  he  w as  elected  sheriff, 
and  by  popular  vole  has  succeeded  to  the  office 
each  subsequent  two  years,  being  elected  in  1904 
without  ail}  opposition  whatever.  He  is  a most 
efficient  officer,  and  a sturdy  and  fine  character 
all  arc>und.  In  llie  earlier  days  his  duties  often 
brought  him  in  contact  with  the  "bad  men’’  of  the 
country,  and  his  e.xpcrienccs  have  been  as  in- 
teresting and  stirring  a.s  his  performance  of  duty 
has  been  admirable  and  effective  in  preserving 
order  and  carrt  ing  out  the  mandates  of  the  law’. 

Sheriff  Williams  is  a Mason  of  high  standing 
in  ATrnon,  and  has  attained  to  the  Knight  Tern- 
[ilar  degree,  being  a member  of  the  local  com- 
mandery.  He  also  bclong.s  to  the  Knights  of 
Pythias  and  to  other  organizations  whose  lodges 
are  in  \’’emon. 

He  was  married  first  to  Miss  Ida  Davidson,  in 
1885,  and  had  one  child,  .Yllie.  For  his  second 
wife  he  married  in  Vernon  iliss  Laura  Williams 
(of  a different  family).  .She  was  horn  in  Sfiring- 
ficld,  Illinois,  and  by  her  marriage  has  become 
the  mother  of  four  children:  the  daughters  W’in- 
nie.  Rub}’  and  Louie,  and  the  son  John. 

Jt  iSELl  1 B.  F(  iRD.  ( 'ne  of  the  substantial 
farmers  and  ranchmen  of  Clay  county  whose 
career  was  launched  liere  twenty  years  ago  and 
whose  connection  w ith  the  grazing  industry  .aliout 
rielkvue  has  become  con.spicuously  [irominent  is 
Josejih  B.  Ford,  announced  as  the  subject  of  this 
sketch.  He  acciimpanied  his  parents  to  Te.xas  in 
September,  1885,  from  llalton.  Georgia,  and  set- 
tled on  a new  farm  near  Bellevue.  With  this 
farm  and  the  additions  that  have  lieen  made  to  it 
by  him,  as  his  prosperit}  warnuited  during  the 
passing  years,  he  ha.s  e\  er  since  been  connected 
and  upon  it  he  has  maintained  his  young  family 
and  has  an  attractive  home. 

October  9.  1864.  Joseph  B.  Ford  was  liorn 
near  Dalton,  Georgia,  of  parents,  Joseyih  R.  and 
Palmyra  B.  (Cowan)  Ford.  The  Fords  are  of 
Iri,-h  origin,  settling  first  in  North  Carolina, 
where  Alattliew  Firrd,  the  great-grandfather  of 
our  subject,  reared  his  fariiil}  . One  of  the  lat- 
ter’s; sorrs,  Amos,  married  Frances  Rudd,  near 
Rrdeigh.  and  witit  his  family  migrated  to  Chero- 
kee county.  Georgia,  when  his  son,  Jo.scph  R., 
was  a hoy.  This  was  prior  to  the  removal  of  the 
Indians  (d  the  Cherolcee  tribe  to  their  new  home 
in  the  Indian  Territory  and  the  children  of  the 
whites  and  the  Cherokees  mingled  and  went  to 
school  together. 

Joseph  R.  Ford  was  a country  school  teacher 


for  a time  in  early  life,  but  afterward  became  a 
farmer.  He  served  in  the  Confederate  army  un- 
til his  capture  by  Sherman’s  army,  near  Dalton, 
Georgia,  when  he  was  confined  in  the  Camp 
I 'hase  military  prison  till  the  end  of  the  war.  He 
was  born  December  30,  1823,  and  died  at  Belle- 
vue, November  5,  1900.  He  W’as  a con- 
sistent and  prominent  member  of  the  Baptist 
church  and  in  politics  an  adherent  of  the 
Democratic  faith.  His  w ife  passed  away  in  1891, 
being  the  mother  of ; George  W„  a popular  offi- 
cer of  Clay  county,  having  served  ten  years  as 
county  and  district  clerk  and  being  accidentally 
killed  by  the  <iischargc  of  his  own  gun  in  jVugust, 
1891,  while  out  hunting;  James  Amos,  of  Searcy, 
. Vrkansas;  Francis  IMarion,  of  Belleeme ; Laura, 
who  died  in  Georgia  in  1880 ; Edward  A.,  of  Pop- 
lar Bluff,  Missouri;  Joseph  B.,  Robert  L.  and 
C.  Lawrence,  of  Bellevue,  and  Ava  B.,  who  died 
in  Roswell,  New  .Mexico,  as  the  wife  of  Ben  L. 
Miller,  leaving  a family  there. 

Joseph  B.  Ford  received  his  common  school 
education  in  the  proverbial  log  school  house  of 
his  Georgia  community',  and  when  he  came  to 
Clay  county  he  was  just  ready’  to  embark  upon 
an  independent  career.  Farming  first  furni.shed 
him  an  occupation,  and  he  added  strick-raising 
later,  and  he  purchased  his  first  tract  of  laiul — 
raw  prairie — in  i888,  fenced  it  and  put  on  his  lit- 
tle bunch  of  cattle.  .\s  he  prospered  he  added 
more  land  and  increased  his  herd  until  hi.s  ranch 
contains  Iwentv-five  hundred  acres  and  his  cattle 
number  four  hundred  head.  Three  hundred  acres 
of  his  ranch  is  under  plow  and  his  pos.scssions  lie 
between  Bellevue  and  the  Montague  county  line. 

The  marnage  of  Joseph  B.  Ford  and  ?«Iiss  Bu- 
laii  Weeks  occurred  December  20,  3900.  at  Belle- 
vue. Mrs.  Ford  was  born  in  Navarro  county, 
Texas,  September  15,  1877,  was  orphaned  by  the 
death  of  her  parents  and  became  a meml’ier  of  the 
family  of  an  uncle,  W.  Melton,  <.‘f  Bellevue. 
I'hree  children  is  the  issue  of  their  marriage,  viz; 
Amos  Weeks,  horn  September  r8,  1901  ; Frances 
R.,  born  March  30,  1903,  and  Joseph  B.,  Jr.,  horn 
November  25,  1905. 

.A  close  application  to  his  personal  affairs  has 
consumed  Air.  Ford’s  time  to  the  exclusion  of  al- 
most every  other  consideration,  and  he  has  had 
neither  time  nor  disposition  to  divert  himself 
from  this  course.  He  has  no  ambition  outside 
the  domain  of  business  and  the  gratification  of 
this  he  seeks,  alone,  to  achieve. 

JOHN  H.  UPRIGHT.  The  name  of  John 
H.  Wright  is  deeply  engraved  on  the  pages  of 
Tarrant  county’s  historv,  for  through  many 
y ears  he  has  been  a most  important  factor  in  the 
financial  and  agricultural  interests  of  this  sec- 
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tion  of  the  lA>ne  Star  state.  The  splendid  suc- 
cess which  has  come  to  him  is  directly  traceable 
to  the  salient  points  of  his  character.  W^th  a 
mind  capable  of  jdanning,  he  has  combined  a 
will  strong  enough  to  execute  his  well  formulateil 
purposes,  and  his  great  energy  and  perseverance 
have  resulted  in  the  accumulation  of  a handsome 
property,  which  places  him  among  the  substan- 
tial citizens  of  the  community. 

The  WTight  family  is  of  English  extraction 
and  came  to  this  country  more  than  two  hundred 
years  ago.  Uriel  Wright,  the  famous  St.  Louis 
lawyer,  was  a descendant  of  the  first  W'right 
family  to  come  to  America,  and  it  was  he  who 
made  tlie  now  famous  speech  which  was  deliv- 
ered in  St.  Louis  in  the  celebrated  Kerstang 
Shaw  breach  of  promise  case,  and  which  was 
translated  into  every  language  of  imjjortance. 
Grandmother  Wright  was  a descendant  of  Chas. 
Porter  of  Old  Williamsburg,  A’irginia,  who  also 
was  of  English  stock. 

Mr.  Wright  is  a son  of  Dr.  W.  S.  and  Sallie 
(Ilinch)  Wright.  The  father  was  a physi- 
cian, and  during  the  infancy  of  their  son  John 
the  family  home  was  removed  from  Jackson 
countv  to  St  Joseph,  Missouri.  At  tlte  outbreak 
of  the  Civil  War  Dr.  WTight  enlisted  as  a sur- 
geon in  one  of  the  Confederate  regiments  of 
General  Price,  there  being  a distant  relationship 
existing  between  the  Price  and  Wright  families, 
and  he  served  about  two  years,  when  he  was 
arrested  in  St.  Louis,  IMissouri,  as  a spy  and  held 
for  one  year  in  the  city : when  he  was  transferred 
to  the  Alton  (111.)  military-  prisrm  remaining 
there  until  his  captivity  had  rounded  out  two 
years,  four  months  and  eleven  day-s,  the  major 
portion  of  which  was  at  .Alton.  Shortly  after  his 
arrest  in  St.  Louis,  he  was  tried  by  court  mar- 
tial and  sentenced  to  death.  Rumors  had  gone 
out  that  he  had  a child  in  Jackson  county,  Alis- 
souri,  and  Col.  Lipcomb  and  Colonel  James  O. 
Broadhead,  both  of  the  Federal  Army,  who  had 
taken  a personal  interest  in  the  Doctor’s  be- 
half, accordingly  wrote  to  Miss  Alice  Wright, 
of  Jackson  county,  an  aunt  of  our  subject,  and 
instructed  her  to  bring  the  boy  to  St.  I.,ouis,  in 
order  to  ascertain  if  there  was  any  truth  in  the 
rumor.  The  boy  came  and  it  was  previously  ar- 
ranged that  six  men  should  be  taken  into  a room, 
after  which  the  subject  of  this  sketch  should 
be  brought  in  and  told  to  go  to  his  father.  Im- 
mediately upon  entering  the  room  he  ran  to  his 
fatlier  saying,  “There  is  my  papa,’’  and  this,  too, 
at  the  age  of  five  and  one-half  years,  and  at  the 
time  he  had  not  previously  seen  his  father  for 
more  than  one  year.  This  act  at  once  removed 
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all  doubt  as  to  the  Doctor’s  having  a child  in 
.Mi.ssouri  and  he  was  relcasefl  from  the  sentence. 

.After  the  close  of  the  war  lie  took  up  his  abo^le 
in  Louisiana,  maintaining  his  residence  in  New 
( )rlcans,  Shreveport  and  other  places  in  the  state 
until  the  early  '70s,  when  he  came  to  Te.xas. 
After  a residence  here  fif  several  year.s  he  re- 
moved to  Bozeman.  Alontana,  and  from  there 
to  P.uttc,  wTerc  he  died  in  1882.  His  wife,  who 
is  also  deceased,  was  born  and  reared  in  Bayou 
Sara,  Louisiana. 

John  II.  \Vright.  a son  of  this  worthy  cou- 
ple, was  l)0rn  in  Jackson  county,  Mi.s.souri.  Mat 
28,  1857,  received  hi.s  educational  training  in 
Xcw  Orleans,  Shreveport,  Nacogdoches,  and  his 
fir.st  location  in  Texas  was  at  Nacogdoches, 
where  he  resided  for  four  years.  In  1875  he 
came  to  Alansfield,  I'arraiit  count  v,  which  has 
ever  since  been  his  home  and  where  he  has  met 
w'ith  such  siilendid  success.  His  first  business 
venture  was  as  a clerk,  and  later  he  was  able  to 
enter  the  mercantile  business  in  a sinall  way 
for  himself,  about  1884,  his  firm  being  known 
a.s  Wright  & IMartin.  From  this  small  beginning 
has  grown  the  large  and  important  concern  of 
whidi  he  is  now  the  head,  and  which  was  estab- 
lished in  1884.  He  is  conducting  a general  de- 
partmcnl  establishment  known  as  the  Davligdit 
Store,  one  of  the  largest  mercantile  hou.ses  in 
Alansfield.  For  a number  of  y ears  Mr.  Wright 
has  also  been  connected  with  the  banking  inter- 
ests of  Tarrant  county,  and  his  ability  as  a fman-- 
cier  has  made  him  a leader  iii  financial  circles.  In 
t8c)5  he  was  instrumental  in  the  establishment 
of  the  first  bank  of  Mansfield,  the  coldest  bank- 
ing hou.se  in  the  city.  On  the  first  of  January. 
t8<,i8.  he  brought  about  a reorganization  of  this 
institution,  remaining  its  pre.sident.  In  his  hank- 
ing busine.ss  he  follows  a safe  yet  progressive 
policy,  and  has  made  the  institution  one  of  the 
leading  financial  concerns  in  this  jvart  of  the 
state.  The  agricultural  development  of  the 
county  has  also  claimed  a pan  of  the  time  and 
attention  of  Mr.  Wright,  he  being  interested  in 
the  rich  fanning  lambs  around  hlansfield.  own 
ing  six  hundred  acres  of  the  rich,  black  soil. 

Mr.  M’right  married  Miss  I.u  Halsell.  a natives 
daughter  of  Dallas,  and  they  have  five  children  : 
.Mice,  Frances,  Hattie,  Lucian  and  William.  Mr. 
Wright  takes  a deep  intere.st  in  everything  per- 
taining to  the  welfare  of  his  town  and  county  , 
and  contributes  liberally  to  the  support  of  all 
measures  for  the  public  good.  His  career  hast 
been  one  of  almost  phenomenal  success,  hinter- 
ing  upon  his  btisiness  life  in  Tarrant  comity  at 
a small  salary,  he  has  steadily  worked  his  way 
upward  overcoming  many  difficulties  and  obsta- 
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clcs  in  his  path  and  advancinj^  step  b}  step  aloncr 
the  Tried  [>ath^  of  honorable  effort  until  he  has 
readied  the  t^oal  of  prosperity.  Mr.  YVig-ht 
lives  in  tile  handsonic.st  h.onie  in  Mansfield,  which 
he  erected  at  a cost  c>f  fifteen  Lhousaiul  dollars. 

Jl  DGE  kOllERT  E.  nEOKHAM  is  a pio- 
net  r latwer  of  Fort  Wiirtli,  and  is  still  one  of  the 
fi-reinost  legal  minds  in  the  city  and  of  North 
Texas.  His  career  ha.s  covered  broad  and  useful 
fic-lds  of  activity,  and  he  is  one  of  the  most  es- 
teemed citizens  of  I'ort  Worth,  whether  as  a 
private  citizen  or  a lawyer.  He  is  an  ex-Cimfed- 
eratc  veteran,  with  full  four  years  of  loyal  service 
to  liis  credit,  .\fter  he  came  to  Fort  Worth  in  the 
>oiithful  day.s  of  tliat  city,  over  thirty  years  ago, 
he  as  soon  ctioscn  out  of  the  rank>  for  public 
service,  and  for  many  years  Ite  was  the  incum- 
lieiit  cif  some  position  of  honor  and  responsibility 
in  the  city  and  county. 

Judge  f’.eckhani  is  a Kentuckian  by  birth.  It  is 
worthy  of  notice  liow  many  natives  of  Kentucky 
and  Tcnncs,see  figure  on  these  pages.  In  this 
seems  to  he  exemplified  the  truth  of  the  observa- 
lion  Uiat  migration  always  follows  the  parallels 
of  latitude,  and  the  settler  as  a rule  goes  very 
little  north  or  south  of  his  original  home.  Judge 
Deckhaui  was  be>rn  at  Murray,  Kentucky,  in 
1844,  being  a son  of  P.  H.  and  Sarah  F.  (Church- 
ill i Beckham.  He  was  reared  and  receiveil  his 
education  in  the  tonn  of  his  birth,  and  had  al- 
ready begun  I he  study  of  law  when  the  war  broke 
out.  In  April.  1861,  he  enli.sted  in  the  Confeder- 
ate army,  becoming  a private  of  Company  F,  C. 
C.  Bowman’s  First  Kentucky  Infantry,  He 
served  in  that  company  and  reginu-nt  until  it 
was  discharged  in  Tune,  1862.  Early  in  1863  he 
rc-cnlistoil  and  was  enrolled  in  General  Forrest’s 
famous  cavalry,  and  served  throughout  the  re- 
mainder of  the  war  under  that  great  general.  His 
.scrt  ice  tCKik  him  into  Tetines.see,  ^Mississippi  and 
Alabama,  being  engaged  in  almost  ctinstanl  war- 
f.are.  partieijiating,  among  other  battles,  at  John- 
soinille,  Franklin  and  Nashville.  Tennessee.  He 
saw  tlic  la.st  campaigning  at  Selma,  Alabama,  and 
left  the  army  in  .April,  1865. 

-After  the  war  he  resumed  the  study  of  law,  and 
in  1866  was  admitted  to  practice  at  his  home  town 
■ if  Murray,  where  he  hung  out  his  first  shingle 
and  conlinue'l  legal  w ork  until  1872.  In  the  latter 
year  he  enrolled  himself  with  the  pioneers  of  Fort 
A’orili.  where  he  opened  a law  office  and  bcc.ame 
identified  with  the  progress  and  be.st  interests  of 
the  town  which  was  to  be  his  permanent  place  of 
residence,  and  which  he  has  seen  grow  to  the 
proptirtions  of  a large  and  flourishing  city.  In 
t878  he  w-as  elected  mayor  of  Fort  '(Vortli  and 


served  two  years.  In  1880  he  was  elected  county 
judge,  holding  that  office  two  terms.  In  1884  he 
was  cho.sen  district  ju<lge,  and  for  two  terms,  or 
eight  years,  he  held  his  seat  on  the  district  bench. 

the  time  of  his  election  to  the  county  judge- 
ship  he  tvas  a member  of  the  law  firm  of  Terrell, 
Beckham  & Carter.  M’hen  he  retired  from  the 
bench  in  i8c)2  he  resumed  private  practice,  and 
has  enjoyed  an  e.xteusive  and  profitable  practice 
ever  .-incc.  He  is  very  successful  as  a lawyer, 
both  in  court  and  as  counsel,  and  is  one  of  the 
most  universally  esteemed  citizens  of  Fort  Worth. 

Ju<lge  Beckham  has  two  sons.  The  older,  Rob- 
ert II.  Beckham,  is  connected  with  the  Fort 
^Vorth  .National  Bank.  He  enli.sted  for  the  Span- 
ish-.\merican  war  and  served  on  the  staff  of  one 
of  the  commanding  officers.  The  other  son,  Clif- 
ford G.  Beckham,  is  a laww'cr  and  practices  with 
his  father.  They  have  their  offices  in  the  Fort 
Worth  National  Bank  building.  These  tvvo  suc- 
cessful and  enterprising  young  men  are  the  sons 
of  Judge  Beckham's  first  wife,  Mary  Godwin,  to 
whom  he  was  married  in  1871,  and  who  died  in 
1889.  He  was  married  the  second  time  to  Sadie 
M.  Tevis.  The  Judge  and  his  wife  are  both  es- 
teemed niember.s  of  the  Fir.st  Christian  church  of 
Fort  Worth. 

STERLING  \WN  BURE.N  CAMP.  Among 
the  permanent  settlers  of  Montague  county  whose 
advent  hither  dates  from  the  year  1878  is  Sterling 
V.  Camp,  who  resides  upon  his  farm  twelve  miles 
north  of  Bowie  and  who  by  his  integritv  and  un- 
que.stioned  character  is  one  of  the  first  citizens 
of  his  county.  By  the  right  of  nearly  a half  cen- 
tury passed  w ithin  its  confines  he  can  be  called  a 
Texan,  and  it  is  to  such  characters  as  his  that  this 
vigorous  commonwealth  has  attained  to  its  posi- 
tion as  a moral  and  spiritual  factor  in  the  sister- 
hooi!  of  states.  His  life,  though  quiet  and  lacking 
in  cxcitin*''  incidents  since  the  war,  has  been  a 
([uict  force,  like  the  great  majority  of  our  people, 
in  determining  the  de.stiny  of  his  state,  and  it  is 
their  active  influence  which  becomes  the  ruling 
clement  in  our  <iomestic  policy.  Since  1859 
Camp  has  prilled  liiitLsell  as  a Texan.  It  was  that 
year  that  he,  acconipaiiied  by'  his  parents,  estab- 
li.shcd  himself  in  Gratson  county,  at  what  has 
.■lirice  become  Denison,  and  bought  for  one  dollar 
per  acre  land  whicli  has  since  come  to  be  valued 
at  one  hundred  dollars.  It  was  while  improving 
and  cultivating  this  home  that  the  rebellion  broke 
out,  and  he  spent  four  of  the  prime  years  of  his 
life  as  a soldier  in  the  field. 

Near  Cleveland,  Bradley  county,  Tennessee, 
Mr.  Camp  was  born  May  i6,  1836.  He  was  a 
.son  of  William  Camp,  whose  father  settled  on 
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Hiowassa  ■ river,  McMinn  county,  when  William 
was  a boy.  William  Camp  was  born  in  upper  ea.st 
Tennessee  in  1812,  and  was  married  in  McMinn 
county  to  Marfrarct  Cowan,  whose  fatlier,  Jame.s 
Cowan,  was,  like  William  Camp,  a farmer.  The 
latter  lived  an  uncw-ntful  and  rural  life  and  died 
in  Grayson  county  in  1868,  while  his  wife  pas.sed 
awTty  in  1S62.  Of  the  issue  of  the  marriage  of 
VViliiam  and  Margaret  Camp,  IMargaret,  wife  of 
Dr.  S.  J.  jMc  Knight,  of  Dalton,  Georgia,  was  one ; 
John  and  James,  of  Denison,  Texas;  Sterling  V.. 
our  subject ; Joseph,  who  died  without  issue,  and 
Archibald,  who  died  unmarried  in  the  city  of 
Mexico.  William  Camp  was  one  of  six  children 
of  his  parents,  viz : Margaret,  who  married  Wil- 
liam Bates  and  died  in  Bradley  county,  Tennes- 
see; Mary,  wife  of  James  Porter,  and  died  in  lilc- 
Minn  county ; Kezzic,  who  married  Jackson 
Hainbright,  and  died  in  Bradley  county : John, 
who  passed  atvay  in  McAIinn  county,  and  Thom- 
as, who  died  in  Illinois. 

The  opportunities  of  Sterling  V.  Camp  were 
those  only  of  the  farmer  boy  of  primitive  sur- 
roundings and  he  began  life  with  little  knowledge 
of  books.  As  previously  indicated,  he  had  just 
reached  a period  of  usefulness  on  the  farm  wdien 
his  career  was  interrupted  by  the  breaking  out  of 
the  Civil  war.  He  enlisted  in  1861  in  Company 
B.  Thirteenth  Texas  Cavalry,  wdiich  was  com- 
manded in  turn  by  Colonels  Bob  Taylor,  Jim 
Stevens  and  Stone.  He  was  second  lieutenant  of 
Captain  McNight’s  company,  and  saw  service  in 
the  Trans-Mississippi  Department  of  the  Confed- 
eracy^  His  first  engagement  was  at  Netvtonia. 
Missouri,  and  then  followed  the  heavy  campaign- 
ing in  Arkan.sas  and  Louisiana.  He  fought  at 
Mansfield,  Pleasant  Hill  and  Yellow  Bayou, 
Louisiana,  and  at  Prairie  Grove,  Arkansas.  He 
was  detailed  recruiting  officer  for  his  department 
after  the  Yellow  Bayou  fight,  and  in  the  per- 
formance of  his  duty  was  at  Boggy  Depot,  in  the 
Indian  Territory,  when  the  news  of  Lee's  sur- 
render came. 

Taking  the  result  of  the  war  philosophically 
Mr.  Camp  returned  to  the,  farm  and  took  up  the 
thread  of  peaceful  industry  where  he  hail  aban- 
doned it.  His  efforts  in  Grayson  were  attended 
with  good  results  and  he  found  himself  fairly 
started  in  life  when  he  "broke  camp’’  to  settle 
in  Montague  countv  in  1878.  In  hi.s  nev\  home  he 
began  the  improvement  of  his  iwo  hundred  and 
seven  acres  of  Limestone  county  school  land, 
which  he  purchased  cheap,  and  in  the  cattle,  horse 
and  general  produce  farming  which  he  has  since 
conducted  prosperity  has  been  generally  on  his 
side.  His  farm  lies  on  either  side  of  \'ietory 
creek,  a small  stream,  and  his  residence  stan<ls 


cuns[)ieii()ush  prominent  on  the  crest  of  the  low 
hill  overlooking  hi-  domains. 

September  12,  1805,  Mr,  Camp  married,  in 
Gray.son  coimiy,  Caroline,  a daughter  of  James 
and  Nancy  (Keeney)  Henry,  who  were  Tennes- 
see settlers  in  Texas.  Airs.  Camp  was  liorn  in 
Blount  county,  reniiessec,  January  i6,  1839,  and 
is  the  mother  of  Av'iliiam  [..  of  Rush  Springs,  In- 
dian Territory,  who  married  Ella  Cox  and  has 
a child,  William;  Kate  B.,  wife  of  W.  \V.  Riggs, 
of  Del  Rio,  Texas,  has  children.  Sterling  and 
Susie;  Nannie,  Mrs.  Kelley  „\skev\,  who  died  on 
April  g,  1801.  leaving  a son.  Sterling  Camp  As- 
kew; Sterling  V.,  Jr.,  of  .Streeter.  ( tklahoma ; 
Center,  of  Clayton  county.  Texas ; Dorthola.  who 
married  William  Brown,  cu  tlii.s  county,  and 
Daisy  A.,  a'scliool  teacher  at  home. 

Mr.  Camp  i.s  a member  of  Stoneburg  Imdge, 
No.  771,  A.  F.  & A.  M„  and  perform.s  his  Chris- 
tian duty  as  a member  of  the  Cbristian  church. 
In  former  years  he  was  plea.sed  to  take  some  in- 
terest in  Democratic  politics  in  county  campaigns, 
but  his  ambition  never  led  to  a personal  desire 
for  office  and  he  has  held  none.  In  his  makeup 
he  is  an  even-tempered,  ftoace-loving,  agreeable 
genileman,  and  a wide  circle  of  close  friends  tes- 
tify to  his  neighborhood  popularity. 

WILI.LVM  M.  LAY,  who  is  one  of  the  fore- 
most men  in  the  financial  and  busine.s.s  circles  of 
Amarillo,  as  a native  son  of  the  Lone  Star  state 
has  been  thoroughly  identified  w ith  its  history  and 
activities  from  liis  youthful  y'car.s  to  the  present. 
Ho  has  been  a prominent  figure  on  the  western 
plains  for  the  past  twenty  y’ears,  and  is  con- 
versant with  the  details  of  tiie  cattle  and  other 
industries  as  conducted  in  this  section  of  the 
state. 

Air.  Lav  was  Ixirn  near  Seguin,  in  Guadalupe 
county,.  November  24,  1847.  Throitgli  bis  pa- 
rents, A.  Wilson  and  Alary'  (Beard)  Lay,  be  is 
connected  with  the  earliest  phases  of  Texas  his- 
tory. His  father,  a native  of  South  Carolina, 
came  to  Texas  during  the  days  of  the  Republic, 
establishing  his  home  in  Guadalupe  county,  where 
he  spent  the  remainder  of  his  life,  his  death  oc- 
eurrin"-  there  in  1871.  He  had  been  a pioneer  in 
the  live-stock  husiness.  in  which  he  continued 
successfully  from  an  early  day,  and  was  known 
as.  one  of  (he  prominent  farmers  and  stockmen 
of  his  ]>art  of  the  state. 

Mary  (Beard)  I.ay,  the  mother,  accompanied 
her  p-'ii'ents  from  Little  Rock,  Arkansas,  to  Guad- 
alupe county,  where  she  was  married  to  Wh'l.son 
Lay.  The  arrival  of  her  family  in  Texas  ante- 
ilaled  the  Texas  revolution  of  1836.  ,\hout  1842, 
while  .Mexico  was  still  endeavoring  to  secure  her 
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holii  . T(  \;i'.  t\\  (>  of  Ikt  Trothers  t<>ok  part  in 
■!u  ill-i'aicd  fxin.ilili<'ii  into  Ak\ico,  wliidi  bej^aii 
with  the  battle  at  Micr  <)n  the  Rio  Grande,  where 
ihe  \iTK;-rican,=;  were  forced  to  .‘^ttrrender.  Thence 
the  entire  band  were  .sent  to  the  city  of  Ale.xico. 
but  bi  tore  reachin"  there  the  Americans  planned 
nd  executed  a desperate  escape,  overpowering 
tln-ir  guards  and  starting  back  for  Texas.  But 
tluw  were  in  the  end  recaptured  or  c,onii)e11ed 
Ihri.ugh  fear  of  starvation  to  surrender,  and 
were  assembled  to  the  number  of  about  two 
hundred  in  the  place  wdtcrc  thev  had  effected 
rlteir  previous  escape.  Here,  through  the  order 
of  the  infamous  Santa  .'Vnna.  the  historic  “lottery 
of  the  beans’'  toc>k  place.  Beans  equal  to  the  en- 
tire number  of  the  men  wv*re  placed  in  an  urn. 
seventeen  <){  them  Iteing  hlack  and  the  rest  white. 
Those  unfortunate  enough  to  draw  tlie  black 
I'Cans  were  led  out  and  shot,  while  the  others, 
hardly  less  unlucky,  were  sent  on  to  the  foul  pris- 
on.s  of  the  citv  of  .Mexico,  whence  some  escaped, 
some  diefl.  and  others  were  final! v released.  The 
Heard  brothers  were  r.f  those  who  drew  the  white 
beans,  hut  never  reached  home  again,  since  one 
of  tliem  died  in  prison  and  the  other  was  killed 
. 'U  his  w’ay  to  'Texas. 

Mr.  Lav  was  reared  cm  his  father’s  farm,  and 
liec.anie  familiarized  with  the  duties  of  stock 
farming  at  an  early  age.  Tn  18^4.  when  seven- 
teen ve.'irs  old,  he  enlisted  in  the  Confederate 
serxic.e.  johiing  Captain  Nixon's  Coni])anv  of  De- 
W irt's  Battalion.  This  battalion  saw  all  its  serv- 
ice in  East  .Texas,  along  and  nex.r  the  coa.st,  w here 
n was  stationed  until  the  clo.se  of  the  war,  the 
most  >erious  encounter  being  in  rejaelling  the  in- 
vasion_  of  the  federal  troops  between  Tndianola 
and  \';ctoria.  !\Ir,  Lay  remained  in  Guadalupe 
county  until  18S2.  when  he  went  to  Fort  Worth 
and  engaged  in  the  oil  business,  which  he  contin- 
uei1  several  years.  Tn  1,8,85  he  came  nut  to  the 
plains  country  in  Wh-st  Texas,  locating  in  Lub- 
bi'.clr  countv,  where  he  became  one  of  the  pioneer 
cattlemen.  ]885  being  an  early  date  in  this  his- 
tory tif  that  countv.  He  was  a leading  cattleman 
in  that  section  of  the  state  for  alaaut  ten  years, 
in  t8oi,  upon  the  comfdetion  of  the  organization 
of  Lubbock  county,  he  was  elected  the  first  sher- 
iff of  (he  county,  serving  as  such  bv  subsequent 
elcctinns  for  six  years.  .Ml  tliis  time,  how'cver. 
he  was  in  the  cattle  business  on  his  ranch  west 
of  l.nhhock.  On  leaving  Lubbock  coimtv  lie 
mcive-d  to  X’ew  Mexico,  .and  contimied  liis  cattle 
Inisiness  in  the  eastern  part  of  th.at  territnrv.  In 
on  (ljs|)osing  of  his  interests  in  New  YTexi- 
co,  he  came  to  .Ymarillo,  where  hi.s  home  and 
business  .affairs  have  .since  been  centered.  He 
built  a pp.  tn-  liorue  on  Polk  street,  between  .Sev- 


enth and  Jiighth  streets,  also  purcha.sing  and 
making  fine  improvements  on  the  re.st  of  the 
block.  He  owns  other  valuable  picce-s  of  city  and 
country  real  estate,  and  is  vice  president  of  the 
.Ymarillo  National  Bank.  The.se  and  many  similar 
intere.sts  give  him  a prominent  place  in  the  busi- 
ness life  of  Amarillo,  of  which  he  is  a valued  cit- 
izen. 

Mr.  I.ay  was  married  to  Miss  Anna  Laura 
liean.  who  was  reared  at  Weatherford,  Parker 
county.  'I'hcy  both  belong  to  the  Methodist 
church  in  .\marillo. 

JUDGE  STERLING  P.  HUFF,  district  judge 
of  the  Forty-sixth  judicial  district  of  Texas,  has 
for  a number  of  years  been  a prominent  resident 
of  Vernon,  Wilbarger  county,  and  as  a lawyer 
.and  citizen  gained  a position  of  marked  esteejn 
Tirougbout  the  northw'estern  part  of  the  Lone 
Star  state.  His  legal  career  is  especial!}-  note- 
worthy. for  since  his  admission  to  the  Texas  bar 
some  tweiity-tlve  year.s  ago  he  ha.s  been  connected 
in  practice  with  a numher  of  influenti.al  men  and 
has  participated,  on  one  side  or  the  other,  in 
many  of  the  important  cases  and  legal  business 
in  North  Texas. 

Judge  Huff  was  horn  iu  Greene  county.  Mis- 
souri, February  3,  1856,  being  a son  of  Dr.  .Yl- 
pheu.s  M.  and  Mary  (Pipkin)  Huff.  His  father 
was  also  a native  Missourian,  and  by  profes.siou 
a pliv.=:ician.  He  brought  his  family  to  Texas  in 
i860,  practiced  for  a time  at  Fi.sh  Creek,  in  Cooke 
county,  then  located  in  Whitesboro  and  during 
the  remainder  of  his  active  career  practiced  there. 
His  long  and  useful  life  came  to  a clo.se  at 
Whitesboro  in  January.  1897.  At  the  breaking 
out  of  the  Civil  war  he  enli.sted  among  the  Tex- 
ans as  a private  soldier  in  the  Confederate  army, 
but  after  following  in  the  rank  and  file  for  a time 
he  was  apnointed  surgeon  in  the  liospital  service, 
and  was  employed  in  that  capacity  during  the  rest 
of  the  war.  Judge  Huff’s  mother  was  born  m 
Mi.ssouri,  ami  is  still  living  at  her  iK-iiiie  in 
White.sboro. 

Judge  Huff  was  four  years  of  age  when  his 
home  was  transferred  from  Missouri  to  Texas, 
and  he  was  reared  and  received  his  preliminarv 
education  at  Whitesboro.  His  first  preceptors  in 
the  law  were  the  members  of  the  firm  of  \\'oods. 
Fears  k Wilkinson,  at  .Sherman,  Texas.  Of  this 
Ann,  Captain  J.  D.  Woods  is  now  a state  senator 
and  A.  E.  Wilkin.son  i.s  reporter  for  the  state  su- 
j>renic  court.  This  prominent  legal  firm  later  be- 
came Wnofls  and  W’ilkinson.  under  whom  Judge 
Huff  completed  his  studies.  He  was  admitted  to 
the  l>ar  at  Sherman  by  Judge  Bledsoe,  in  April, 
1880.  In  tile  fall  of  that  same  year  lie  loca'erl  at 
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Moiilaguc,  tlie  cuuiity  .seat  of  Montague  county, 
and  oracticed  tliere  until  his  removal  to  Vcmon 
in  1888,  since  which  year  his  interests  have  been 
cejitered  around  the  latter  city. 

Judge  Huff  has  had  some  strong  and  able  part- 
ners during  his  career  in  the  legal  arena.  Ills  first 
professional  as.sociate  was  ‘W.  S.  Jemison,  at 
Montague,  where  he  was  later  in  partnership  tvith 
Judge  R.  D.  Rudg'ley.  His  last  partner  at  Mon- 
tague was  W.  F.  Bowman,  who  was  afterward 
appointed  third  assistant  attorney  general  under 
Attorney  General  Culberson,  and  became  private 
secretary  to  the  latter  when  he  was  governor. 
In  Vernon  Judge  Huff  practiced  as  a member  of 
Huff,  Wells  & Wallers.  He  formed  a partnership 
w'ith  Hon.  John  H.  Stephens  on  the  latter’s  locat- 
ing here  in  1890,  and  this  relationship  existed  un- 
til Mr.  Stephens  was  elected  to  congress,  in  1896. 
at  wlu’ch  time  the  firm  of  Huff  & Hall  (R.  W. 
Hall)  came  into  being,  and  had  a successful  ca- 
reer until  Judge  Huff  was  chosen  to  hi.s  ])re.sent 
position.  In  addition,  to  the  partnerships  men- 
tioned Judge  Huff  has  at  various  times  had  in  hi.s 
office  as  associates  or  students  several  young 
men  who  have  since  attained  to  .successful  posi- 
tions in  the  legal  profession.s. 

During  nearly  all  thi.s  time  of  active  connection 
with  his  absorbing  legal  practice  Judge  Huff  has 
taken  a prominent  jiart  in  public  affairs.  Previous 
to  his  admission  to  the  bar  he  was  elected  city  at- 
torney of  Wliiteshoro.  In  the  fall  of  1882  he  was 
chosen  to  the  office  of  county  attorne}'  of  Mon- 
tague county,  declining  a renomination  in  1884,' 
but  accepted  the  nomuiation  again  in  i88h  and 
.served  a-  second  term  of  two  years.  In  i8i)6  he 
w'as  presidential  elector  for  the  thirteenth  con- 
gressional district  of  Texas,  casting  his  vote  for 
Bry’an.  At  the  time  of  his  election  to  the  district 
judgeship  he  was  serving  as  ina>or  of  Vernon. 
By  the  votes  of  the  people  he  came  to  his  present 
pasition  of  district  judge  in  ir»o2,  and  is  still 
sendng  as  such.  The  forty-sixth  judicial  district 
embraces  six  counties — Wilbarger.  Childress, 
Hardeman,  Foard,  Hall  and  Collingsw'orth.  In 
June,  1904,  he  was  chosen  as  a delegate  to  the 
state  Democratic  convention  at  San  Antonio.  For 
several  years  he  has  been  a prominent  figure  in 
the  party  affairs  in  this  portion  of  the  state. 

Judge  Huff  is  also  popular  and  active  in  fra- 
ternal circles,  and  is  a Knight  Templar  Mason,  a 
member  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias,  the  Inde- 
pendent Order  of  Odd  Fellows  and  the  Wood- 
men, and  belongs  to  the  Methodist  church.  He 
was  married  at  Montague  to  Miss  Ellen  Martin, 
and  they  have  three  children : Agnes.  Mary  and 
Vance. 


l.t  >U1.\  B.  BROW.’^,  a representaLive  agricul- 
turist anil  stock-raiser  of  Tarrant  county,  resides 
near  Smithfidd.  where  he  owns  and  operates  a 
x'aluahlc  and  productive  farm  of  three  hundred 
and  forty  acre.s  devoted  to  general  agricultural 
pursuit?  and  .stock-raising.  lie  is  a native  of  Lib- 
erty county,  .Missouri,  born  on  the  3i.st  of  July, 
1858,  and  is  a sou  of  Louis  E.  and  Lon  (Perry) 
Brown,  liuth  of  whom  were  natives  of  Kentucky. 
The  father,  accom]>anied  Jjy  his  familv,  left  Mis- 
souri in  the  year  1861  and  removed  southward 
to  Tarrant  comity,  Texas,  and  in  due  course  of 
time  made  a pennanent  settlement  near  Sniitli- 
field.  locating  there  v\hen  the  district  was  largely 
wild  and  unimproved,  few  settlements  having 
been  made  in  that  locality  at  die  time.  There 
Louis  E.  Browm  continued  to  make  his  home  up 
to  the  time  of  his  death,  which  occurred  in  1868, 
He  had  become  widelv  known  in  the  locality, 
followed  the  occupation  of  farming  and  was  the 
cluunpion  i.if  intinv’  progressive  measnrc.s  for  the 
general  good. 

IxHiia  B.  Brown  was  a little  lad  of  only  three 
years  when  brought  by  his  parent.s  to  Texas  and 
was  reared  to  manhixid  in  Tarrant  county,  where 
he  pursued  his  education  in  the  public  .schools,  at- 
tending the  schools  of  Birdville  and  also  the 
Grapevine  ,\cademy.  Exjierience,  observation 
ami  reading  likewise  greatly  broadened  hi.s  knowl- 
edge and  maile  him  a well  informeil  man  of 
good  business  ability  and  executive  force.  He 
lias  ahvays  been  itiemified  with  agricultural  in- 
erests  and  .stock-raising,  having  been  reared  to 
that  pursuit,  early  becoming  familiar  with  all 
the  duties  and  lalxirs  that  fall  to  the  lot  of  the 
farmer.  Since  tSiXi  he  has  been  engaged  in  the 
handling  of  registered  stock  of  various  breeds,  in- 
cluding short-horn  cattle,  of  which  he  now  has 
about  sev'enty-fivc  head,  all  registered.  He  took 
up  his  abode  on  his  present  farm  in  1901,  and 
previous  to  this  time  he  resided  at  Smithfield, 
where  for  a number  of  years  he  had  been  en- 
gaged ill  merchandising,  but  at  llic  same  lime  had 
carried  on  his  agricultural  pursuits.  For  a num- 
ber of  years  he  served  as  postmaster  at  Smith- 
field.  He  is  particularly  well  known,  however,  as 
an  agriculturist  and  stock-rai.ser  and  there  is  no 
better  judge  of  stock  in  all  the  countryside  than 
Mr  Brown. 

On  the  5th  of  September.  i88f>.  Mr.  Brow.i 
was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Halcie  C.  High- 
tower. a daughter  of  J.  H.  Hightower,  formerly 
county  commissioner  of  Tarrant  county,  Texas, 
and  a leading  and  representative  farmer  of  this 
portion  of  the  state.  Five  children  grace  this 
union;  Lewis  B.,  a graduate  of  Baylor  Univer- 
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>iiv  at  W aco.  ; Morris  J..  ^\  alter  II.  and 

Raymond  .X.  Turney. 

Mr.  Brown  is  a stalwart  Democrat  and  fra- 
teniall}'  is  connected  with  the  Woodmen  of  the 
World.  His  intere.st  in  the  public  welfare  is  deep 
and  sincere  and  re.sults  in  hearty  co-operation  for 
the  general  go<.d.  His  home  farm  contains  three 
hundred  and  forty  acres  cjf  land  and  is  one  of  the 
host  irnj'roved  pro]>erlies  in  the  northern  part  of 
Tarrant  county.  He  owns  additional  acre- 
age, so  that  his  total  landed  possessions  aggre- 
gate six  hundred  acres. 

JOHN  S.  HAGLER.  of  Fort  W orth.  one  of 
the  distiiiguislied  lawyer.s  practicing  at  the  Texas 
bar.  the  exercise  of  his  native  talents  and  his 
acquired  ability  gaining  him  prominence,  is  a 
native  of  Montague  comity,  I'exas.  born  March 

4,  1867,  his  parents  being  ('aptaiu  David  S.  and 

Sallie  M.  (Dennis)  llaglcr.  The  father  was  bom 
in  Alabama  but  in  early  youth  came  to  Texas, 
arriving  in  this  state  in  iStfi.  He  located  first 
in  I.amar  county,  where  he  lived  until  July, 
1858.  when  he  removed  to  Montague  county,  be- 
coming one  of  its  first  settlers  and  organizers. 
Captain  Haglcr  was  one  of  the  old-time  Texas 
Ranger.-,  ami  organizers,  and  was  the  captain  of 
a company  of  Rangers  that  was  in  service  on 
the  Te.xtis  frontier  for  several  years.  He  built 
the  first  plank  house  in  Montague  county,  haul- 
ing the  lumber  all  the  way  from  Jefferson.  Texas, 
and  guarding  it  from  the  Indians,  who  vvould 
have  taken  it  from  him.  He  was  a very  promi- 
nent ami  inllnenliai  citizen  in  Montague  county, 
exercising  strong  influence  in  behalf  of  improve- 
ment and  progress  and  there  he  resided  until  his 
death,  which  occurred  in  1873.  was 

a native  of  Lamar  county,  Texas,  and  her  father, 
a native  of  North  Carolina,  was  one  of  the  hon- 
ored pioneers  of  tiie  I.one  Star  state.  Mrs.  Hag- 
lcr is  still  lit  ing. 

In  addtti<)ii  to  his  other  business  interests  Mr. 
Haglcr  was  largely  interested  in  cattle  an<l  John 

5.  Haglcr  t\as  practically  reared  in  the  saddle, 
running  cattle  as  a comIkw.  He  attended  school 
in  Moiitagiie  comitv  until  he  was  .seventeen  years 
of  age  and  from  tliat  time  until  he  attained  his 
rnaioritv  he  was  a cowboy  on  the  plains  of 
Texas,  making  a trip  or  tv,o  with  cattle  over 
the  trail  to  'Montana.  C)n  attaining  his  majority 
he  was  married  to  iMi.ss  .Fallie  C.  IMcT.ain.  a 
daugiiter  of  L,  I,.  .McLain,  at  one  time  slieriff 
of  Montague  countv. 

Mioin  ihi,-  time  .Mr.  Hngler  turned  his  atten- 
tion to  the  real-estate  business  in  IMontague. 
Texas,  and  Itis  marked  enterftrise,  close  appli- 
cation. and  keen  business  discernment,  soon 


gained  him  success  and  thereby  was  laid  the 
foundation  of  his  present  prosperity.  )Yhile 
he  was  engaged  in  that  business  his  wife  died, 
pas.sing  away  on  the  4th  of  i\Iay,  1892.  leaving 
three  children:  Dura,  Marina  and  David  S. 

Theirs  ha<l  been  a most  happy  married  life  and 
.Mrs.  Hagler’s  man\  excellences  of  character 
had  also  endeared  her  greatly  to  a large  circle 
of  frieiuls  as  well  as  to  her  hnmediate  family. 
Following  the  death  of  his  wife  Mr.  Hagler 
entered  upon  the  study  of  law  in  the  law  depart- 
ment of  the  University  of  Texas,  at  Austin,  and 
completed  the  course  by  graduation  in  He 

then  took  up  law  practice  at  Bowie,  where  he 
remained  until  i8(X),  when  he  removed  to  Fort 
Worth,  where  he  has  since  lived.  While  still  a 
resident  of  Montague  county  and  even  prior  to 
the  time  that  he  entered  law  school  he  had  formed 
a partnership  with  Judge  Silas  Hare,  of  Wash- 
ington, D.  C.,  who  at  that  time  was  a member  of 
congress.  It  was  through  Judge  Hare’s  efforts, 
assisted  by  Governor  Throckmorton,  that  a bill 
was  introduced  and  passed  by  congress  providing 
f^r  the  adjudication  of  the  Indian  depredation 
claims  of  Texas  citizens.  When  the  Fe'deral  sol- 
diers stationed  along  the  Texa.s  frontier  were 
withdrawn  the  Indians  of  New  Mexico.  Indian 
Territory,  and  other  government  reservations 
continnally  harassed  the  people  along  the 
Texas  frontier.  They  began  their  work  of  depre- 
d.atiirn  in  1865  and  not  only  stole  horses  and 
jcattle  valu&l  at  millions  of  dollars  but  also  jeop- 
ardized the  lives  of  the  citizens  and  many  mur- 
ders resulted.  This  constant  warfare  of  the 
re<I  men  against  the  white  race  was  continued 
until  1874,  when  the  government  brought  them 
into  sniijection.  These  Indian  depredation  claims 
are  for  cattle  and  horses  stolen  and  for  other  dam- 
age done  during  those  years  and  their  payment 
hv  the  government,  in  accordance  with  the  hill 
introduced  bv  Judge  Hare  is  in  Dir.  Flagler's 
opinion  one  of  the  most  beneficent  pieces  of  legis- 
lation ever  enacted  for  the  Texas  peojfle.  as 
it  has  been  the  means  of  distrilmting  more  than 
a million  dollars  among  a class  of  people  who 
were  instrumental  in  oj)ening  up,  settling  and  im- 
;)i'oving  the  great  frontier,  inanv  of  ultom  have 
become  poor  and  arc  deserving  of  tliis  restitution. 
•Mr.  Hagler's  law  practice  is  almi'St  entirely 
taken  np  with  the.se  Indian  depredation  claims. 
He  is  still  associated  with  Judge  Flare,  who 
lives  in  W'ashington  anfl  attends  to  the  manage- 
ment of  their  legal  business  in  that  city. 

.\s  the  years  have  passed  Dir.  Hagler  has 
made  judicious  investment  in  real-estate  and  is 
now  the  owner  of  a ranch  in  I'oard  county,  in 
Alontaguc  count)  . utkI  in  Tarrant  county.  He 
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lias  herds  of  cattle  upon  these  ranches  and  his 
stockraising  business  is  a source  of  gratifying 
income  to  him.  He  also  figures  in  financial  cir- 
cles as  the  [iresidenl  of  the  First  National  Bank, 
at  Crowell,  Foard  county.  Ifi-s  chief  business, 
however,  is  the  practice  of  law. 

Nature  bountifully  endowed  him  with  the  pe- 
culiar qualifications  that  combine  to  make  a 
successful  lawyer.  Patiently  persevering,  pos- 
sessed of  an  analytical  mind,  and  one  that  is 
readily  receptive  and  retentive  of  the  fundamen- 
tal principles  and  intricacies  of  tlie  law ; gifted 
with  a spirit  of  devotion  to  wearisome  details : 
quick  to  comprehend  the  most  subtle  problems 
and  logical  in  his  conclusions ; fearless  in  the 
advocacy  of  any  cause  he  may  espouse,  and  the 
soul  of  honor  and  integrity,  few  men  have  l>eeri 
more  richly  gifted  for  tlie  achievement  of  suc- 
cess in  the  arduous  difficult  profession  of  the 
latv. 

NELSON  -VI.  THOMPSON.  The  rural 
community  of  Bridgeport  has  numbered  the  sub- 
ject of  this  personal  record  among  its  industrious 
citizenship  since  the  t'ear  1874.  and  the  simplicity 
and  sincerity  of  his  conduct  have  won  him  an 
abiding  place  in  the  esteem  of  his  fellow  men. 
From  1871  to  the  present,  first  in  Parker  county 
and  then  in  Wise,  he  has  acknowledged  fealty  to 
the  I.one  Star  state,  and  his  little  bark  has  navi- 
gated the  billowy  deep  and  come  into  the  placid 
waters  of  the  hartor  with  rudder  strong  and  al- 
most unstripped  of  sail. 

The  life  of  Mr.  'fhomp-son  begins  with  his  birth 
in  Transylvania  county.  North  Carolina,  June 
14,  1837.  He  was  a son  of  Nelson  Thompson, 
father  and  grandfather  being  men  of  indirstry  and 
small  means  and  humble  citizens  in  tbeir  respect- 
ive communities.  The  former  was  born  in  Tran- 
sylvania county,  and  the  latter  s])ent  his  early  life 
in  Rutherford  and  Hender.son  cotmties,  entering 
Transylvania  later  and  passing  away  there.  X'el- 
S031  Thompson  was  the  only  son  of  his  father, 
and  when  the  latter  died  his  mother  married  a 
Fletcher,  to  w-hom  was  born  a son,  John  Fletcher, 
who  passed  his  life  in  the  Tarheel  state. 

Nelson  Thompson  took  up  the  trade  of  a black- 
smith, and  while  he  stood  over  the  anvil  and 
brought  in  the  means  wherewith  to  bring  up  his 
large  family'  in  a mode.st  way,  the  children  were 
trained  to  the  farm  and  began  their  lives  as  farm- 
ers, and  humble  and  unpromising  that  beginning 
was.  He  married  Ro.sa  Fletcher,  who  died  in 
1862.  Of  their  children,  Jesse  die<l  in  Livingston 
county,  Kentucky;  Elizabeth  married  Charles 
Baxter,  of  Tran.sydvania  county.  North  Carolina  '. 
Matilda  became  the  wife  of  G.  W.  Holden,  of 


Buncomlic  county.  N-irth  Carolina;  lUargaret, 
wife  of  John  Hefner,  oi  Cooper’s  Heights,  Geor- 
gia ; R'shert,  who  died  in  Wise  county'.  Texas; 
James  W who  was  killed  in  the  brittle  of  .\Ial- 
veni  Hill ; Tabitba.  wife  of  Samuel  Raxter.  of 
Trriusylvaiiia  county.  North  Carolina;  Nelson  M,. 
our  suldecl ; Mdlliain  1’.,  of  Buncombe  couiuy . 
and  Henry,  who  died  in  the  Confederate  army 
during  the  war. 

Nelson  .M,  TborniJsoa  was  brought  uj>  in  a 
home  that  was  never  flush  with  the  substantial 
things  of  life,  and  he  had  learned  little  within  tlie 
walls  of.  a regular  school  when  he  reacheii  liis 
twenty-f>rst  year.  When  the  war  broke  out  he  en- 
listed in  Company  E,  Twenty-fifth  North  Carc.- 
lina  Infantry,  Colonel  Clingman  regimental  com- 
mander. iiicy'  became  a part  of  the  Virginia 
army  and  took  part  in  the  Seven  Days'  and  Mal- 
vern Hill  fights  of  the  Peninsular  campaign.  He 
was  in  the  engagements  at  Sharpsbur"-,  Freder- 
icksburg and  then  hack  to  the  vicinity  of  Rich- 
mond and  was  around  there  and  at  Poter.diurg 
until  the  place  W'as  evacuated  and  tvas  with  the 
army  of  Lee  when  it  capitulated  to  General 
Cirant  at  Aijpomattox.  He  was  wounded  in  the 
ditches  in  defense  of  Richmond,  being  shot  in  the 
head  and  liad  liis  leg  injured  by  a pit  ce  of  shell  at 
Iflizabeth,  on  the  Roanoke.  North  Carolina. 

So  reduced  were  hi.s  circumsiances  after  tlie 
war  that  he  resumed  fanning  with  a single  ox 
ami  lived  oft  the  soil  of  his  native  county  until 
iSfH),  when  he  took  up  railroad  work  as  foreman 
of  a crew  of  men  on  the  western  extension  of  the 
Air  Line  and  when  he  left  this  work  he  Itrouglit 
liis  little  family'  to  Texas  and  re.suvncd  farming  in 
Parker  county.  There  he  had  not  succeeded  in 
pay'ing  for  the  farm  he  contracted  for  and  in 
Wise  county  he  rented  two  years  before  he 
bought.  Forty  acres  comprised  hi.s  Iiomeslead  in 
1S70,  and  it  was  a new  tract  with  nature’s  g.arb 
still  on,  and  it  stretched  his  credit  and  taxed  Ins 
resources  to  the  limit  to  prepare  him  a humble 
and  primitive  home  on  it.  W i.se  economy  has 
markecl  his  pathway  in  his  slow  hut  sure  rise  to 
inde[)eiuleiice  and  fortune  has  so  fa\  ored  him  as  to 
enable  him  to  add  one  hundred  and  sixty-two 
acres  more,  making  him  a mode.st  and  productive 
farm  of  two  hundred  and  twci  acre^. 

December  ii.  1870.  Mr.  Thompson  married 
Mary  Davis,  whoso  father,  Henry  J.  Davis,  still 
lives  in  P>unconihe  county,  Nortli  (.'arolina.  Mrs. 
riioniiKson  passed  away  at  her  home  in  1897 
the  age  of  fifty-two  years,  having  been  the  mother 
of  W illiam,  of  (Jklahoma;  John,  of  Bridgeport, 
I'exas : Laura,  the  managing  head  of  her  father's 
home:  liinma.  wife  of  Richard  Btiigh,  died  in 
i8‘»:  tk'orge,  of  .Vmarillo,  Te.xas;  W . A.  T..  of 
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Oklahoma:  T.riliur  aiul  l.utlier,  twins,  of  Fort 
Wfn'th  anil  the  olil  iKjine,  respective!}  ; Callie, 
w ln:i  rn.irrieil  Ralph  ChilUin  ;ui<i  resides  in  Okla- 
homa; Stella,  wife  of  Vater  Rone,  of  Wise  coitn- 
t\  : Ihnlia.  who  became  Mrs.  l.saac  Swain,  of 
\\  i't  county,  and  lUattie  and  .Mlene. 

\\  bile  Mr.  Thi;inip.-< 'ii  eschews  ii()litic.s  he  owns 
fcakv  to  rteniocracv,  and  his  name  is  r>n  the  rolks 
•ji  the  .Methodist  church. 

d'lii  ).M.\S  I.  Y(  'lfX(jIlI.OC>D  is  a leader  in 
\ el  ii'.iii  as  far  as  vnercautile  operation.s  arc  con- 
cerned. He  ha.s  the  mcot  o.xtensive  furniture  es- 
t;il  lishmeiK  in  the  town,  w ith  a larffe  and  [trofit- 
able  trade  branchintj  out  in  a!!  directions  over 
\\  ilharoer  count}  and  even  further.  He  has  made 
this  iiiace  his  home  and  l.nisiness  center  since 
iSBi-s,  ^o  that  he  is  real!}  an  old  settler,  and  in 
Inwincss  associatiems  and  social  cotmections  i,s 
well  known  and  hi«hl}  esteemed  Ity  his  fellow 
cili,^en,s. 

Mr.  Vonno'blood  tvas  horn  at  Berryville.  C,ir- 
n>ll  comity,  Arkansas,  I'ehruarv  _'o,  181^7,  being 
a ,s(,in  of  Jeremiah  and  Elizabeth  ( Dunlap } 
f onughlood.  His  father  was  horn  in  Illinois  and 
sprang  from  the  ^'ounghlo.-id  stock  of  which 
Judge  hrancis  Marion  Yia'ngi.'li'iod,  of  Carliou- 
dalc,  that  stale,  was  such  a i>rornineiit  represenia- 
ti’v'e,  Jeremiah  \oiinghloorl  spent  hi--  active  and 
U'-etul  career  in  various  part.s  of  the  mii.ldle  west. 
He  went  to  ,\rkan.->a.s  in  .an  earh  dav,  and  in  1S6’ 
niiisc'i  front  that  si.'Ue  to  .Missouri,  where  he  lived 
until  i<Sdc>:  then  returned  to  Arktiusas  and  re- 
mained until  tiBBi.  when  he  c;inu:  to  rex- 
as  to  jt)in  his  son  riiornas  in  the  gen- 
era! nnrcaiitile  Int'iness  at  Cliicci:  in  the 

following  tear  the  Imsiuess  was  moved  to 
■ Mvor.l.  in  which  town  he  died  in 
His  oceupation  jtrevious  to  coming  to  Texas  h;id 
T'cen  farming,  and  he  was  considered  a successful 
and  wortliy  citizen  in  all  affairs.  Mr,  Young- 
hlooil's  niollier,  Idizahelh  \ onngblnod,  was  a 
native  of  Tennessee,  was  married  in  .Missouri,  and 
her  death  occurred  in  \rkansas  in  If)ti2. 

Mr.  Younghloo< [ lias  from  an  earlv  age  been 
posscs.sed  (if  great  natural  talent  for  business  af- 
iaii's,  and,  despite  meager  edncational  adv.amages 
during  his  \ouili  he  has  always  iKeii  fmnul  in  the 
ranks  o{  die  aspiring,  t.  uterprising  and  fiiiallv  suc- 
ru!  men  of  li;s  communitv.  lie  lived  at  home  for 
the  lirsl  nineteen  t ears  of  his  life,  that  time  being 
spcnl  ai  the  various  [daces  noted  above.  He  came 
lo^  I ex, IS  in  )87d.  Ih-  had  been  reared  to  farm 
life,  but  was  ambitious  to  maicc  a place  for  him- 
self iii  the  mercantile  world,  and  in  the  fall  of 
iBtS  he  w.as  aide  to  start  on  .a  small  scale  a gen- 
s'nd  mercaiuile  esttddidnnent  at  Chico,  in  Wise 


county.  This  bu.siness  expanded  rapidly,  and  in 
1882  he  moved  it  to  Alvord  in  the  .same  county, 
where,  as  mentioned  above,  his  father  joined  him. 
The  Youngblood  merchandise  establishment  was 
carried  on  at  Alvord  until  18S8,  in  which  year 
i\[r.  Youngblood  came  to  Vernon,  which  ha.s 
proved  his  permanent  location  till  the  present 
lime.  C.tn  opening  up  in  Vernon  he  discontinued 
the  general  features  of  his  store  and  limited  his 
goods  to  furniture,  car[>ets  and  house  furnishings, 
and  in  addition  a high  grade  undertaking  depart- 
ment. This  house  is  now  looked  uiKui  as  the  lead- 
ing one  in  this  part  of  the  country,  and  it  prac- 
tic.alh  has  no  serious  coiTi[x-tition.  ^Ir.  Young- 
blood has  been  faithful  to  his  ailupted  town 
through  its  adversity  and  pros[)erity,  and  has 
lieeii  rewarded  b\  a large  and  permanent  businass. 
Since  he  came  here  he  has  seen  five  or  six  rival 
furniture  houses  start  U[)  and  afterward  fail  or 
go  out  of  hn.siness. 

Mr.  Youngblood  has  identified  himself  very 
do-'Cly  with  the  public  affairs  of  his  county.  For 
four  vears  he  served  as  county  commissioner  of 
Wilbarger  conntv,  and  has  been  a member  of 
the  X'ernon  scho(>l  hoard  for  a long  time.  He  is 
likew  ise  one  (>f  the  foremost  men  in  the  .Ma.soiiic 
fraternity  at  this  place.  He  has  held  aU  the 
chair.-v  in  the  blue  lodge,  the  council,  the  chapter, 
.and  i>  now  past  commander  of  the  local  com- 
inanderv  of  Knights  Temjvlar.  While  eminent 
commander  he  became  a great  favorite  with  the 
Mason?  on  account  of  his  ability  in  the  work  of 
initiation  and  other  rites. 

WMiile  a Very  young  man,  in  .Arkansas,  iMr. 
Yoniigbhxtd  was  married  to  Aliss  Afary  C.  Afa.x- 
will,  a native  of  Missouri  and  now'  dece.ased. 
She  was  the  mother  of  his  olde.st  .son,  Seha  O. 
Younghkx‘d,  who  is  now  associated  with  his 
father  in  the  furniture  bu.siness.  .After  coming  to 
Texas  Air,  A'otmgblood  married  at  Alvord  Emma 
y'oehran.  who  i.«  his  present  wife  and  is  the 
mother  of  the  following  children:  Airs.  Stella 
Kimberliii.  Miss  Dcma  Alay.  Ollie  T.,  Blanche, 
F.lzie,  ( )leta  and  Juanita. 

JA.MES  FRANCIS  LONG.  .Alnio.st  coe.xistent 
witlt  the  little  city  of  Sunset,  Texas,  is  the  busi- 
nC'S  carix'r  of  James  b'.  1 .ong,  whose  name  intro- 
duces this  ])er,‘-on;d  record.  When  he  came  to  it 
the  town  was  .--till  in  its  infancy  and  was  only  a 
hamlet . nestled  among  the  scattered  oaks,  mark- 
ing the  untamed  wilderness  of  a few  years  before. 
With  more  experience  than  years  and  more  cour- 
age than  capital  Air.  Long  grasped  the  opportuni- 
t\  to  establish  a business  which  was  destined  to 
grow  and  become  one  of  the  leading  if  not  the 
cliiefest  mercantile  enterprise  of  the  place.  From 
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his  humble  beginning  has  come  tlie  largest  hard- 
ware and  imjilement  ooneern  of  Sun.sct,  and  since 
that  eventful  da^'  its  proprietor  has  achieved  the 
most  substantial  success  of  his  active  life. 

fn  1879  James  F.  l.ong  acted  upon  the  advice 
of  Horace  Greeley,  the  noted  American  journal- 
ist. and  came  west,  1 le  ha.d  but  little  more  than 
begun  his  business  career  and  it  was  with  the 
view  of  planting  hini.self  in  a field  of  greater  op- 
portunity that  lie  sought  the  Lone  Star  state.  The 
public  schools  of  his  native  state  had  treated  him 
to  a liberal  education  and  the  brief  years  of  his 
then  business  experience  had  established  confi- 
dence in  hirn.self  and  stimulated  his  ambition  to 
liecome  a positive  force  in  the  worhl’s  affairs  and 
to  win  sticcess  h\  his  ow'ii  efforts.  Locating  at 
Aurora,  in  Wise  county,  the  principalship  of  its 
public  schools  furnislied  him  the  stepping  stone  to 
the  career  in  which  he  was  destined  to  win  his 
success.  That  he  was  an  efficient  teacher  is  evi- 
denced by  his  employment  for  three  years  in  the 
one  place,  and  his  compensation  of  one  hutidred 
dollars  a month  little  more  than  maintained  him 
while  at  work  and  carried  liirn  through  each  long 
vacation,  so  that  when  he  decided  to  embark  in 
mercantile  pur.suits  his  capital  amounted  to  a 
small  surplus  above  the  actual  freight  on  his 
stock. 

Tn  a little  wooden  Imilding  on  Front  street  in 
the  unpromising  village  of  Sun.set  our  subject 
shelved  a handful  of  hardware  and  its  accom- 
panving  sundries  and  announced  himself  readv 
for  business  .Augu.sl  10.  1882.  For  six  years  he 
catered  to  his  trade  from  that  jxiint  and  he  then 
established  his  business  on  the  site  of  his  present 
store.  The  history  of  his  growth  is  the  duplicate 
of  the  story  told  of  all  men  who  win  success  be- 
hind the  counter,  anil  the  kev  to  it  all  lies  in  the 
makeup  of  the  man  himself.  Honesty  and  up- 
rightness are  univ'crsally  recognized  and  its  prac- 
tice in  business  brings  its  reward  as  surclv  as  in 
politics  or  the  law.  Wdiile  this  lias  been  Mr. 
Long’s  cardinal  trait  another  significant  one  has 
been,  in  a large  measure,  responsible  for  his  ma- 
terial growth.  Without  energy  of  mind  and  body- 
no  personal  victories  can  be  won  and  with  this 
element,  and  that  of  industry  strongly  intrcncht.d, 
Mr.  IxMig  has  proven  himself  master  of  lii.s  situa- 
tion. 

James  F.  Long  was  born  in  Spencer  countv. 
Kentucky,  September  15,  1851.  amid  rural  scenes 
and  under  the  environment  of  a country  home. 
His  father,  M.  J.  Long,  was  born  in  the  same 
county  in  1825,  became  a large  farmer  and  fine 
cattle  grower  and  was  wddely  known.  The  same 
energy  that  pushed  him  by  his  competitors  in  the 
race  of  life  won  him  prominence  as  a citizen,  and 


it  is  not  surprising  that  he  should  do  liis  nindest 
share  in  controlling  the  politics  and  the  p^diti- 
cians  of  his  county.  He  was  a rugged  example 
of  honesty  in  all  things  and  gauged  liis  life  along 
the  virtuous  teachings  of  the  gospel  and  main- 
t.aincd  his  church  liomc  with  the  ^Missionary 
Baptists.  He  was  a son  of  Thomas  Long,  bom 
in  Mrginia  in  1780,  wlio  went  into  Kentucky  at  a 
time  when  he  could  have  Ixmght  land  on  the  site 
of  Louisville  tor  a dollar  an  acre.  The  latter  died 
in  Spencer  county  in  1870;  his  wife  was  Nancy 
Jackson,  a cousin  of  General  Stonewall  Jackson. 

lUicajah  J.  Long  was  one  of  a farnilv  of  ten 
children  and  married  Miss  Kate  Beauchamp.  He 
died  in  Sunset  in  .\pril,  1893,  and  his  widow  nfjw 
resides  in  Sunset,  the  niotlier  of:  l.iila,  wife  of 
\\b  ( ).  Yeager,  f >f  Sunset : James  F..  our  subject : 
X'ancy,  wife  of  W.  T.  Dale,  of  Chico,  Texas: 
Michael  B.,  who  died  at  .Aurora.  Te.xas  ; T.illic:. 
who  married  J.  W.  Chenoweth  and  resides  in  Oak 
Cliff,  Dallas;  \ (‘ssie,  wife  of  \Y.  W,  Barber,  of 
Bridgeport.  Te.xas,  and  Alary,  Mrs.  .S.  C.  Sneed, 
of  Fort  Worth. 

.\t  eighteen  years  of  age  James  F.  I-ong  sepa- 
rated from  his  father's  home  and  took  up  the 
liusiness  of  buying  and  shiiipiiig  stock,  with  I.oui.s- 
ville  as  his  chief  lieadf|uarters,  and  in  this  chan- 
nel of  cunmierce  he  got  his  first  j:)raciica!  business 
experience,  and  in  it  he  remained  some  four  yt-ars. 
Concluding  his  efforts  in  this  vocation  he  acted 
upon  I'lis  desire  to  try  his  fortunes  in  the  west  and 
he  came  to  Texas  in  1879.  With  what  resources 
he  began  his  career  in  Montague  county  wc  have 
already  noted.  His  brick  store,  'vvith  its  immense 
■stock,  and  his  farm  near  town  where  he  is  bring- 
ing up  his  young  family,  together  with  other  sub- 
stantial as.sets  show,  when  contrasted  with  his 
original  condition,  the  results  of  his  labors  ,ind 
the  achievement  tff  his  earh  ambition. 

April  25.  1889,  Mr.  Long  was  united  iii  mar- 
riage. in  Alontague  county,  with  Miss  .Alice  A’ow- 
ell,  only  daughter  of  the  late  r>r.  J.  L.  AMwell, 
w ho  grew"  up  in  Alissouri,  fought  in  the  Confeder- 
ate army  from  that  .-.late,  came  to  Texas  in  the 
early  seventies  and  married,  in  Grayson  county, 
his  cousin’s  widow,  Airs.  Alartha  A'ow  ell,  now  a 
resident  of  Sunset.  Dr.  Vowell  was  the  failu-r  of 
Charles  I..  A'owell,  of  Slicnnaii,  besidc.s  Airs, 
l.ong.  .and  died  in  Bowie.  Texas,  December  19. 
1904. 

Air.  and  Airs.  Long's  children  are;  Bulah, 
Robert.  Lucile,  Pauline,  Tlionias  and  an  infant 
s<)n. 

In  his  jxditical  relations,  limited  as  they  have 
been.  Air.  Long  is  a Democrat.  His  only  public- 
official  service  has  been  as  roail  overseer  and  on 
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tlu-  sdioo!  boanl,  but  in  hi^  sinctTe  ami  earnest 
citizenslii|)  lie  ha>  remlcred  even  greater  service 
tlian  in  public  life. 

DR,  Cil-XRLES  W.  JONES,  of  Canadian, 
nho  >iuxe-.>fuily  and  profitably  combines  the  ])ro- 
fes^ion  of  dentistry  witli  cattle  rancliing.  is  a na- 
tive ,'On  of  Te.Kt.s  and  has  Ixtcn  identified  w ith  its 
vvestern  and  northwestern  sections,  participating 
ill  their  varied  eondition.s  of  living  and  industrial 
activities,  throttgliout  hi,s  career.  He  has  been 
connected  with  the  cattle  imlirstry  frCiin  boyhood 
UTt,  and  it  wa.s  only  after  he  found  himself  ,sub- 
slantiallv  e,'tablished  in  this  occupation  that  he 
turned  hi,s  attention  to  his  (iresent  profession,  in 
which  he  has  also  made  a marked  succe,ss. 

Dr.  Jone.s  was  born  in  Polk  county,  this  state, 
February  27,  1862,  Ixdng  one  of  the  younger  chil- 
dren of  Charles  and  .Mary  A,  (Williamson) 
Jones,  the  former  a native  of  Alissis.sippi  and  the 
latter  Ixirii  in  Noi  lh  C arolina  but  reared  in  Mis- 
sissippi. The  family  moved  to  Polk  county,  Tex- 
as, in  the  fifties,  and  in  1861  the  father  enlisted  in 
the  Confederate  service  from  that  county,  and 
<lied  in  the  followinir  year,  when  hi.s  son  Charles 
was  four  nionlhs  old.  In  i8C«)  the  mother  and 
her  family  moved  from  Polk  to  what  is  now 
Lam)>asas  county,  which  was  then  on  the  fron- 
tier and  strictly  a range  country,  farming  opera- 
tions not  having  as  \et  been  iiitrotluced.  .About 
tlirce  years  later  the  family  moved  into  the  ad- 
joining county  of  .8an  .Saha.  In  l>olh  these  Ixir- 
di  r conmies  the  older  sons  of  the  Jones  fairiily 
wire  frc.jnenlly  compelled,  along  with  their 
neighbors,  to  battle  w illi  the  marauiiing  hamls  of 
Indians,  who.  until  about  1875.  continually  liar- 
assed  the  frontier  settlements  and  greatly  inter- 
fered with  si  ttled  occiijiatioiis.  .About  1877  mo't 
■ if  tlie  family  left  San  ,8abn  county,  and  the 
mother  died  in  Rohertsou  county  in  1878. 

L>r.  Jones,  however,  remained  in  .San  Salia 
county  until  1880,  in  vvltich  year  he  went  to 
Throclaiiortoii  county,  where  he  lived  al'Oiit  live 
y i-ars.  [luring  alt  the  years  ctf  hi.s  activity  lie  had 
been  continually  in  the  cattle  business,  l>ul.  on 
leaving  1 hrockinorlon  and  going  to  Dickens 
ciiuntv,  he  tngaged  in  the  mercantile  bu.siness  in 
Dickens  I. 'ity  for  a year  or  two.  .After  leaving 
Dickens  ( ill  he  ii\eil  for  severa!  years  at  Plaiii- 
\ iev, . ;u  I i.alc  counly.  In  the  ineaiilinic  his  incli- 
nation.-  li.ul  IkI  him  to  the  profession  of  dentistry, 
and  be  b:‘g;>ii  altcndancc  at  the  dental  college  of 
the  Ciii'.  i rsiti  < >f  St.  L>niis.  where  lie  was  grad- 
uated in  This  training  was  later  sujiplc- 

mented  bv  a post-graduate  cour.se  in  the  ."south- 
western I teiita!  C'ollege  at  Dallas,  so  that  he  is 
well  grounded  and  etjuipped  in  his  jirofcssion  and 


has  deserved  the  large  success  which  has  come 
to  him.  For  .several  years  he  practiced  at  Plain- 
\ iew  and  other  places  in  the  south  plains  coun- 
try, and  since  1900  he  has  been  located  at  Canadi- 
an in  Hempihill  county  . Resides  the  large  dental 
practice  which  he  enjoys  at  that  point,  he  has  ac- 
quired and  o])erates  a cattle  ranch  fourteen  miles 
northeast  of  Canadian  in  Hemphill  county,  where 
lie  has  alKiiil  si.x  sectioii.s  of  land  and  is  doing  a 
very  profitable  business. 

While  living  in  Throckmorton  county  Dr. 
Jones  was  married  to  Miss  Joanna  Hollis,  who 
died  in  Dickens  county,  leaving  two  children, 
Walter  and  .Arthur.  .At  I’lainview  Dr,  Jone.s  was 
married  to  Rettie  Pejiper,  and  by  this  union  there 
is  another  son,  Fletcher.  Dr.  Jones  and  his  wife 
are  members  of  the  Christian  church,  and  he  has 
fraternal  affiliations  with  the  Alason.s,  the  Odd 
Fellows  and  the  Woodmen. 

ENSIGN  REXFORD  is  a farmer  and  stock- 
man of  Wichita  county,  owning  fourteen  hundred 
acres  of  land.  He  is  familiar  with  the  early  his- 
tory of  the  countv,  having  resided  within  its 
borders  from  a perio  1 in  which  the  greater  part 
of  the  land  was  wild,  unclaimed  and  unimproved. 
Many  changes  have  occurred  and  with  the  work 
of  improvement  Mr.  Re.xford  has  been  identified 
in  a helpful  way.  He  was  bom  in  Lee  county, 
Iowa,  in  December,  1841,  his  parents  being  Wil- 
liam D.  and  Laura  A.  (Hamilton)  Rexford.  In 
the  paternal  line  he  is  de.scended  from  Scotch- 
Irish  ance.stry.  Ilis  father  was  born  in  Steuben 
county.  New  York,  in  1800,  and  his  mother  was 
al.so  a native  of  the  Kmjiire  .state.  In  1838  AVil- 
liam  D.  Rexford  removed  to  Iowa,  settling  in 
Lee  county  among  it.s  pioneer  residents.  He  be- 
came a factor  in  the  early  develojiment  of  that 
localitv  and  there  made  lii.s  borne  until  1847,  w'hen 
he  made  a trip  acro.ss  the  plains  to  Oregon.  This 
was  two  years  before  the  great  tide  of  emigra- 
tion set  in  toward  California.  He  was  accom- 
panied by  bis  entire  family,  including  several 
children,  among  whom  was  Ensign  Rexford,  of 
this  revnew.  The  emigrant  train  consisted  of 
about  fifty  wagons  and  the  party  who  thus  trav- 
eled to  the  Pacific  coa.st  experienced  all  the  hard- 
.shijrs  and  trials  incident  to  a journey  of  that 
character  in  the  early  days.  They  were  in  con- 
stant ilanger  of  Indian  attack  and  various  diffi- 
culties were  to  be  encountered  bccau.se  of  the 
lack  of  goixl  roads  and  of  settlements  at  which 
supplies  might  be  obtained.  They  journeyed  on 
until  the  days  had  lengthened  into  weeks  and 
weeks  into  ntonths  ere  they  reached  their  destina- 
tion. h'or  a year  after  their  arrival  in  Oregon  Mr. 
Rexford  and  his  family  remained  near  Salem  and 
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then  removed  to  his  tract  of  land  six  miles  from 
Albany,  Oregon,  which  became  the  family  home- 
stead. Mr.  Rexford  was  a successful  fanner  and 
stock-raiser  and  sj)ent  the  greater  part  of  his 
business  career  upon  his  land  near  Albany.  A 
short  time  prior  to  his  death,  however,  he  re- 
moved to  northern  California  for  the  benefit  of 
his  health  and  there  he  departed  thi.s  life  in  1875. 
His  widow  survived  him  for  a number  of  years 
and  died  in  Oregon  in  1885.  The  surviving  mem- 
bers of  the  family  are;  Ensign,  ifrs.  Martha 
Ross,  who  is  now  in  Fayette,  Idaho,  and  Charles 
Rexford,  who  is  living  in  Corvallis,  Ore;gon. 

Ensign  Rexford  was  in  his  seventh  year  when 
he  made  a trip  across  the  plains  with  his  parents. 
He  remembers  many  events  of  that  journey  and 
of  early  pioneer  life  in  the  Sunset  state.  His  boy- 
hood days  were  spent  upon  the  home  fann  near 
Albany  and  in  that  locality  he  acquired  his  educa- 
tion. Early  trained  to  the  work  of  the  fields,  he 
soon  became  of  much  assistance  to  his  father  in 
the  cultivation  of  the  old  homestead  and  his 
practical  knowledge'  and  experience  there  ac- 
quirer! have  proved  of  immense  value  to  him  in 
his  later  business  career.  In  1S5S  he  left  home 
and  went  to  The  Dalles,  Oregon,  and  into  ea.stern 
Washington,  Idaho,  through  the  raining  regions 
of  eastern  Or^on  and  Washington  territory,  and 
participated  in  the  development  of  some  of  the 
well  known  gold'  mines  of  that  region.  He  also 
drove  cattle  there  and  led  the  life  of  the  typical 
frontiersman.  Indeed,  if  his  history'  were  written 
in  detail  it  would  present  a vivid  picture  of  the 
conditions  in  the  far  west  when  the  Pacific  coast 
was  cut  off  from  the  old  east  by  the  long  stretches 
of  hot  sand  and  high  mountain  ranges,  there  be- 
ing no  railroad  or  telegraphic  communications. 

Mr.  Rexford  was  always  interested  in  cattle- 
raising, and,  desiring  to  devote  his  time  and  ener- 
gies to  this  industry,  he  made  his  way  to  Texas 
in  1870,  regarding  it  as  the  portion  of  the  coun- 
try' best  adapted  to  the  business.  He  secured  a 
tract  of  land  upon  which  he  now  resides  in  Wichi- 
ta county,  about  twelve  miles  north  of  the  city  of 
Wichita,  but  neither  the  town  nor  the  county  had 
been  organized  at  that  time  and  the  country  was 
wild  and  unimproved.  Mr.  Rexford  purchased 
the  squatters'  rights  to  adjoining  tracts  of  land 
until  he  owmed  a large  ranch.  He  did  not  give  his 
attention  immediately',  however,  to  the  raising  of 
cattle,  but  became  identified  with  the  construction 
of  new  railroads  that  were  being  built  in  Te.xas 
at  that  time.  He  was  thus  engaged  until  1882, 
when  he  returned  to  his  home  and  began  the  im- 
provement of  his  farm,  which  today  comprises 
h urteen  hundred  acres  of  valuable  land  devoted 
partly  to  general  farming  and  partly  to  stock- 


raising. He  is  especially  interested  in  the  latter 
br.'jrich  of  his  business  and  makes  a specialty  of 
the  breeding  and  rai.sing  of  pnre-blooded  Here- 
ford cattle  and  goo<l  horse;<  ,and  mules.  He  an- 
nually makes  extensive  sales  of  stock,  and  be- 
cause of  superior  grades  finds  a ready  sale  upon 
the  market  and  realizes  a good  firorit  for  his  la- 
in ir. 

In  j8/3  in  Albany,  Oregon.  Mr.  Rexford  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Miss  \manda  Wylie,  whose 
jiarents  .also  cro.ssed  tlie  jslains  in  early  jiioiiecr 
times,  although  at  a date  subseqnent  t'.>  tlie  re- 
moval of  the  Rexford  family  to  Oregon.  To  our 
subject  and  his  wife  have  been  bcnai  two  cl.il- 
dren,  Burk  and  Mrs.  Ruth  Nix.  A quarter  of  a 
century  has  passed  since  Air.  and  Mrs.  Rexford 
came  to  Wuehim  county,  and  no  hi.storc  of  this 
portion  of  ihc  state  would  be  complete  without 
mention  of  this  worthy  pioneer  couple.  .Mr.  Rex- 
ford ha.s  liorne  an  active  and  helpful  part  in  the 
work  of  public  progress  and  in  reclaiming  tlie 
wild  lands  for  the  puqioses  of  civilization.  He 
who  battles  with  and  subjects  the  forces  of  na- 
ture is  usually  a man  of  strong  purpose,  of  stal- 
wart intere.st  and  commendable  resolution  and 
these  qualities  are  found  as  salient  characteristics 
in  the  life  work  of  Ensign  Rexford. 

Air.  Rexford  is  proud  of  the  fact  that  he  has 
alw.ays  been  a temperance  man  and  an  .advocate 
of  its  principles,  and  is  at  this  writing  advo- 
cating a ticket  on  a temperance  platform  for  the 
coming  county  election. 

DR.  KENT  V.  KIBBIE.  As  one  of  the 
foremost  members  of  the  medical  profession  in 
North  Texas  Dr,  Kibble  has  gained  a splendid 
reputation  not  only  as  active  practitioner,  but 
in  the  field  of  medical  instruction  and  journal- 
ism. Born  at  Osceola,  Alissouri.  but  reared  and 
educated  largely  in  Illinois,  he  comes  of  a family 
which  has  furnished  more  than  one  eminent  dis- 
ciple of  -\escnlapins.  His  fatlier.  Dr.  II.  C. 
Kibbie,  a native  of  Connecticut,  has  for  many 
Years  been  a prominent  physician  in  Illinois  and 
is  now  a specialLst  in  diseases  of  the  eye.  ear, 
nose  and  throat  at  Chicago.  .Also  Dr.  George 
K.  Kibbie,  a cousin  of  Dr.  H.  C.  Kibbie.  dis- 
tinguished himself  in  this  profession.  From 
his  home  in  New  York  City  he  went,  during 
the  y'ellow  fever  epidemic  at  New  Orleans  in 
1878.  to  that  city  to  devote  his  services  to  the 
afilicled  and  w-hile  engaged  in  that  noble  hu- 
manitarian self-sacrifice  succumbed  to  the  dread 
di.sease.  He  was  the  inventor  of  the  Kibbie  cot 
for  yellow  fever  patients,  and  wath  this,  and 
his  hydropathic  treatment,  he  achieved  great 
success  at  that  time. 
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Dr.  K.  \ Kibbie  received  hi.s  education  at 
Pniiceton,  at  Merc>m  College,  Illinoi.«, 

and  r'mrsht-d  at  DePainv  Univer.-^itt',  Greenca.^tle. 
Indiana,  where  he  graduated  in  i8o6  with  the 
degree  of  B.  S.  His  preparation  had  been  very 
thcTongh,  especially  in  chemistry  and  the  bio- 
logical sciences,  and  after  his  graduation  he 
came  In  Fort  Worth  to  accept  the  chair  of  chem- 
i.^trv  and  biology  in  Fort  \Vorth  Unicersity,  at 
the  same  time  having  charge  of  the  department 
of  chemistry  in  the  medical  department  of  that 
institution.  While  engaged  in  his  work  as  uni- 
versity instructc>r  he  also  matriculated  a.s  a stu- 
dent in  the  medical  department,  from  which  he 
was  graduated  with  the  degree  of  -M.  D.  in  iSgg. 
Then  entering  Rush  Medical  CTllegc  in  Chicago, 
he  cornpleted  his  preparation  by  graduation  in 
1900,  and  with  a professional  equipment  such  as 
few  }oung  physicians  are  privileged  to  have,  re- 
turned CO  Fort  Worth  and  began  active  practice. 
His  private  practice  at  Fort  Worth  has  been  con- 
stantlv  increasing.  Vihile  at  the  same  time  his  use- 
fulness in  the  profession  h.i.s  been  extended  to 
other  fields.  During  1900-1901  he  was  chief 
Jeinonstrator  of  anatomy  in  the  medical  depart- 
ment of  Fort  Worth  University,  also  held  the 
chair  of  physical  diagnosis,  and  hygiene.  In  1902 
he  wa.s  elected  to  the  chair  of  anatomy  in  the 
medical  department  of  Baylor  University,  at  Dal- 
las, which  position,  requiring  in  the  discharge  of 
its  duties  only  pari  of  liis  time,  he  still  holds, 
his  home  remaining  in  Fort  Worth.  As  a teach- 
er Dr.  Kibhic  has  shown  unusual  pmvers  both  in 
effectiie  demonslraticn  and  also  in  inspiration, 
retaining  the  confidence  and  affection  of  hi.s  pu- 
pils both  during  and  after  their  period  of  prepar- 
ation. He  is  editor  and  publisher  of  the  Texas 
(.'ourier  of  Medicine,  the  oldest  medical  journal 
in  the  state,  and  through  its  columns  carries  on 
the  same  effective  work  for  professional  prog'ress 
and  iriqirovemcnt  to  wliich  his  personal  efforts 
are  dev(,>te<l  in  ihc  class  room.  He  is  a member 
of  the  1’ri- State,  the  State,  and  the  Tarrant  Coun- 
ty Medical  associations,  and  for  two  years  was 
citv  chemist  of  Fort  Worth. 

Dr.  Kibhie  married  Miss  Mary  Tumlin,  the 
daugiitcr  of  Rev,  Tumlin,  a niiiii.ster  of  the  Bap- 
tist church,  and  of  an  old  Georgia  family.  They 
ha\e  one  son,  Horace  C.  Kibhic. 

JCDGI'.  BEN  DUDLEY  TARLTON  is  one 
of  the  prominent  figures  of  the  Fort  W'orth  bar, 
a man  ot  coinniancling  and  interesting  [personali- 
ty, great  abihiy  as  a [(leader  and  a counsel,  with 
a fine  record  of  .success,  both  on  the  bencli  and 
in  tb.c  court  room,  ajid  withal  a r)iiblic-s[urite<l 
and  eminent  citizen  such  as  would  grace  and  give 


hc>nor  to  any  comniunitt . He  is  a polished  gentle- 
man in  society,  has  a reputation  as  an  effective 
orator,  and  in  common  every -dav  life  is  a friend 
and  neighbor  with  some  word  of  encouragement 
or  deed  of  kindness  for  all  around  him,  so  that  it 
is  no  wonder  he  is  popular  and  a man  of  the 
masses  as  well  as  of  the  classes. 

Judge  Tarlton  comes  of  a fine  family,  and  the 
lives  of  its  members  in  the  past  generations  and 
the  [irescnl  have  never  been  sullied  or  brought 
into  disesteem.  He  was  hcirn  in  St.  Mary's  par- 
ish. Louisiana,  October  18,  1849,  being  a son  of. 
Dr.  John  Tarlton  and  Frances  Ann  (Caler) 
Tarlton.  Hi>  father  was  born  in  Maryland  in 
1800.  He  wa.s  reared  in  Scott  county.  Kentucky, 
received  his  literary  education  in  that  .state  and 
graduated  as  a [>h}sician  at  Transylvania  Uni- 
versity at  Lexington.  He  was  a physician  in 
active  practice  during  many  3'ears.  About  1827 
he  went  to  South  Carolina ; thence  to  Mobile, 
.Alabama,  and  in  tSqfi  took  up  his  residence  in 
T,ouisiana.  He  came  to  Texas  in  1873,  and  died 
at  Hillsboro  in  1882.  He  was  of  English  extrac- 
tion. 

Judge  Tarlton's  mother  was  born  in  the  old 
town  of  St.  Stephens,  Washington  count}',  .Ala- 
bama, in  1822.  She  was  a granddaughter  of 
Judge  Harry  Toulinin.  an  Englishman,  who 
came  to  Kentucky  late  in  the  eighteenth  century 
and  became  a prominent  man  ‘of  affairs  there. 
He  was  f>nc  of  the  promulgators  of  what  w'as 
known  a.s  the  “Re.solutioiis  of  1798-99.”  modeled 
after  the  original  draft  of  Thomas  Jefferson  and 
which  embodied  the  principles  of  stale  govern- 
ment and  con,stituted  what  was  about  the  first  po- 
litical [platform  in  the  new  nation.  Judge  Toul- 
min  wa.-  Kentucky’s  secretary  of  state  at  the 
time  these  resolutions  were  adopted  by  the  smte. 
About  r8io  he  was  a[(pointeJ  by  Fresident  Madi- 
son as  judge  of  the  federal  court  for  the  territor}- 
(pf  Al.abama,  which  was  then  a part  of  the  terri- 
tory oi  Alississippi,  the  separate  territory  of  .Ala- 
bama not  being  organized  until  1817.  In  tlie  pub- 
lications of  the  Historical  Society  of  the  State  of 
.\labama  Judge  Toulmin  is  hiographed  a.s  one  of 
the  most  cons[)icuous  figures  in  the  early  history 
of  that  state,  a dirtinguished  pioneer  and  jurist. 
Judge  Tarlton’s  mother  died  at  Waxahacliie, 
Texas,  in  1876. 

Ben  Dudley  Tarlton  sjpent  the  first  thirteen 
years  of  his  life  in  St.  Alary’s  parish,  and  from 
then  until  he  was  grown  lived  in  the  parish  of 
St.  I.andry.  His  early  education  was  obtained 
both  from  the  public  schools  and  from  private 
in.stmction.  He  graduated  from  St.  Charles  Col- 
lege, Lcpui.siana,  in  1868,  after  which  he  studied 
law  in  the  office  of  Hon.  George  Hudspeth,  of 
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Opelousas,  Louisiana,  and  also  in  the  law  depart- 
ment of  the  Llniversity  of  Louisiana  (now  Tulane 
University),  where  he  graduated  in  law  in  1872. 
He  came  to  Texas  in  1875,  locating  first  at  Wax- 
ahachie,  and  in  1876  began  practice  at  Hillsboro. 
His  first  practice  in  tliis  state  was  as  a member  of 
the  firm  of  Abbott  & Tarlton,  the  former  Judge 
Jo  Abbott,  late  a member  of  congress  from  Tex- 
as. Later  he  was  associated  as  ])artner,  at  diJfer- 
ent  times,  with  his  brother,  lilr.  Greene  Dake 
Tarlton,  with  Colonel  John  H.  Bullock,  with  ]\Ir. 
George  I.  Jordan,  and  with  Judge  Wright  C. 
Morrow,  and  at  this  time  with  Hon.  B.  P.  Ayres, 
of  Fort  Worth. 

Jn  1880  he  was  elected  a member  of  the  seven- 
teenth general  assembly  from  Hill  county.  In 
1882  he  w'as  a member  of  the  Democratic  execu- 
tive committee  for  the  state  of  Texas.  In  1885 
he  was  again  chosen  to  the  legislature  for  the 
nineteenth  general  assembly  as  a “floater”  repre- 
sartative  of  Hill,  Ellis,  Navarro  and  Johnson 
counties.  In  1891  he  was  appointed  b\'  Governor 
Hogg  as  a manber  of  the  court  of  commission  of 
appeals  of  Texas.  In’  1892  he  was  elected  chief 
justice  of  the  court  of  civil  appeals,  the  seat  of 
which  is  at  Fort  Worth,  and  he  removed  to  this 
city  in  that  year  and  has  made  it  his  place  of  resi- 
dence ever  since.  He  was  on  the  bench  in  the 
court  of  civil  appeals  for  six  years,  and  since  the 
expiration  of  his  term  he  has  been  engaged  in 
active  practice  in  this  city.  He  is  an  able  jurist, 
and  his  standing  among  the  legal  fraternity  is 
shown  by  the  fact  that  he  is  the  prcsiilent  of  the 
Fort  Worth  Bar  Association.  He  is  also  a fore- 
most and  influential  leader  in  Demcxrratic  poli- 
tics. He  is  a member  of  St.  Patrick’s  Catholic 
church  of  this  city  and  is  affiliated  rvith  the 
Knights  of  Columbus. 

Judge  Tarlton  was  married  m St.  Handry’s 
parish  in  April,  1877.  to  Miss  Susan  M.  Littell. 
They  have  three  daughters  and  one  son;  Miss 
Frances  Ann,  Miss  Elizabeth  Millard,  Miss  Gen- 
evieve Constance  and  B.  Dudley,  Jr. 

Since  the  foregoing  sketch  was  written  Judge 
Tarlton  has  been  chosen  by  tlie  board  of  regents 
of  the  University  of  Texas  a member  of  the  law 
faculty  of  that  institution  and  is  now  serving  in 
that  capacity. 

OSCAR  R.  McMORDIE,  county  and  district 
clerk  of  Hemphill  county,  with  residence  at 
Canadian,  has  been  identified  with  this  county 
and  town  ever  since  their  corporate  existence,  so 
that  he  is  truly  one  of  the  old-timers,  although  in 
the  years  of  his  own  life  he  is  still  on  the  lee-side 
of  middle  age.  The  fact  that  he  has  been  the  in- 
cumbent of  his  present  office  for  four  terms  indi- 


c.ates  the  high  esteem  in  which  he  is  held  by  his 
fellow  citizens,  and  his  great  capability  as  a jmblic 
official,  and  it  is  his  crediPible  record  that  he  has 
beeji  uniformly  successful  in  the  various  enter- 
|>ri,ses  and  undertakings  of  his  career. 

Air.  AlcMordie  \-\as  born  at  Round  Rock,  Wil- 
liamsrm  county,  this  slate,  on  .Vjwil  i.  18O6,  his 
parents,  Frank  and  Mary  ( McGuire)  McMordie, 
both  natives  of  Tennessee,  being  now  residents  of 
Ouanah,  Texas.  His  father  came  to  Texas  and 
located  at  Round  Rc>ck.  Williamson  county,  about 
1852,  living  there  until  1S85,  wlien  he  moved  to 
Coryell  crainty,  and  since  Noveniher,  1802,  he  has 
been  a resident  of  Hardeman  county,  living  a re- 
tired life  in  Ouanah.  In  his  early  life  he  was  a 
stockman,  and  when  the  UV  Texas  ranges  began 
to  be  rlivided  up  he  became  a prosj)erous  farmer, 
which  occupiition  he  follower]  until  his  rciiremciil. 
He  has  served  one  term  as  commissioner  of  Har- 
deman county. 

Air.  McAIordie  was  reared  in  the  cattle  busi- 
ness and  followed  it  e.xclusivelv  until  his  electimr 
to  his  present  office.  He  lived  at  the  old  home- 
stead at  Round  Rock  until  18S4,  and  in  that  year, 
being  then  eighteen  years  old,  he  went  to  Abilene, 
this  state,  and  was  a “cow  jvuncher”  on  a big 
ranch  there  until  the  following  fall,  when  he  re- 
turned to  Round  Rrx~k  to  spend  another  tenu  in 
sch(X>l.  He  enjoyed  a practical  and  fundamental 
education.  an<l  has  always  been  recognized  as  a 
man  of  much  intelligence  and  close  observation 
and  insight  into  the  affairs  of  local  and  genera] 
importance.  In  April,  1885,  he  went  to  W’yorning 
territory,  where  he  was  a cowboy  until  Februarv , 
1887.  In  April,  1887,  he  located  in  the  northern 
portion  of  the  Texas  Panhandle,  where  he  lias 
been  ever  since.  He  was  engaged  in  herding  cat- 
tle in  Lipscomb  and  Ochiltree  counties  until  1802, 
and  then  continued  the  same  occujiation  in  Hemp- 
hill county.  In  1S96  he  was  elected  county  and 
district  clerk  of  TIcmphill  county,  and  by  regular 
biennial  election  he  has  served  as  such  ever  since, 
which  is  the  best  testimonial  that  could  be  given 
of  his  worth  as  a citizen  and  ability  in  public  of- 
fice. He  gives  conscientious,  business-like  care 
and  attention  to  the  details  of  his  position,  and 
his  administration  has  c.au.sed  universal  satisfac- 
tion. Mr.  AIcMordie  owns  a section  of  good 
farming  land  in  the  county  and  also  his  com- 
fortable residence  in  Canadian,  and  is  content- 
edly prosperous  from  the  stmdpoint  of  material 
circumstances. 

Air.  McAIordie  affiliates  with  the  Alasonic  or- 
der, and  is  a member  of  the  Presbv'terian  church. 
He  is  well  known  throughout  his  section  of  the 
state,  and  when  he  came  here  in  1887  the  counties 
were  just  beginning  to  get  organized,  that  being 
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the  dale  of  tlie  nr!,^anization  of  Ilcmphili  county 
and  the  estahlishment  of  the  town  of  Canadian. 
Mr.  -Mc-M.irdie  was  married  at  Canadian  in  iSpa 
to  Miss  Kathleen  Montgomery,  a native  of  Min- 
ne^ota,  and  tlie\  lia\e  two  son.s.  Hobart  Bruce 
;ind  I'rank  E. 

W !IJ.F\.U  C.  IS.\ACS,  of  Canadian,  is  one 
of  the  ))romincnt  cattlemen  of  the  Panhandle,  and 
for  a lunnber  of  t ears  has  been  a positive  intiti- 
eiicc:  for  progress  and  development  in  this  section 
of  the  state."  -Vs  one  of  the  ohlest  residents  of 
i feniphill  county  he  has  witnessed  this  region  in 
Its  change  from  an  c.xclusive  range  counlrj-  into 
a fine  stock-farming  and  agricultural  belt,  and  his 
own  success  and  prosperity  have  increased  with 
the  cotnilry.  The  isaac.s  brothers’  ranch  is  known 
as  one  oi  the  host  in  Xorthwest  Texas,  and  enter- 
prises undertaken  hy  men  of  the  Isaacs  name  have 
come  to  be  recognized  as  successes  by  matter  of 
foregone  conclusion. 

Mr.  Isaacs,  who  was  born  in  DcKalb  county, 
.Alabama,  December  4,  1853,  was  the  son  of  J.  C. 
Isaacs,  a prornitient  Texas  citizen  of  the  last 
century,  wlio  v.  a.s  bc.>rn  in  Tennessee,  then  lived 
in  .Vlahaina.  and,  removing  with  his  family  to 
Bosque  county,  Texas,  in  1857,  became  a pioneer 
in  the  cattle  industry  there  and  later  in  Comanche 
cranny,  his  death  having  taken  place  several  years 
ago  near  San  -Vntonio. 

.Mr.  Isaacs  confesses  to  have  been  practically 
"reared  in  the  saddle.”  and  the  various  pliases  of 
the  cattle  business  have  been  kno^^!l  to  him  from 
the  'lays  of  lii.>  early  boyhood.  Such  educational 
advantages — which  were  meager  enough — a.s  the 
scluX'ls  of  Comanclie  county  and  Fort  Graham 
aiTorded  while  he  was  growing  up  he  enjoyed 
without  impairing  in  any  particular  the  practical 
bent  of  his  nature.  Some  time  in  early  manh<X)d 
he  moved  from  Comanche  to  Tavlor  county  and 
went  into  the  cattle  business  with  his  brother-in- 
law,  J.  A.  ?vlartin-.  In  those  days  Taylor  county 
was  one  of  the  principal  centers  of  the  cattle  in- 
du^try.  many  of  the  mo.st  e.xten.sive  cattlemen  op- 
erating from  -Vbilene,  the  county  seat.  From 
Taylor  county  he  w,as  located  in  Fisher  count\- 
for  three  }'cars,  then  for  a year  and  a half  had 
hi.s  cattle  I'll  the  (.  heycniie-Ara]iahoe  reserva- 
tion, then  in  New  .Mexico  fur  four  years,  and 
since  the  year  1883  he  iia.s  had  the  center  of  his 
indii>lrial  operations  in  the  Panhandle  country. 
He  is  in  )'artner.ship  with  his  brother,  Sam 
Isaacs.  Their  ranch  is  in  all  respects  a mixlel, 
one  of  till'  best  in  the  cattle  country,  and  it.s  thirty 
thou.sand  acres  are  situated  beautifully  along  the 
river  in  the  Reel  Deer  country  in  Hemphill  county, 
the  ranch  head(|iiartcrs  being  a mile  and  a half 


we>l  of  Canadian.  Jtlr.  Isaacs  himself  lives  in 
town,  where  he  ha.s  a beautiful  residence,  anc  is 
esteemed  as  one  of  its  foremost  citizens. 

Mr.  Isaacs  is  well  known  in  Masonic  circles, 
and  his  brother  Sam  is  also  a prominent  member 
of  tlip.t  fraternity,  having  been  worshipful  master 
of  the  local  lodge  ever  since  its  organization.  An- 
other brother.  John  Isaacs,  operates  a ranch  indi- 
vidually. his  place  being  ten  miles  ca.st  of  Canadi- 
an in  Hemphill  county. 

Mr.  Isaacs  is  a member  of  the  executive  com- 
mittee of  the  Panhandle  Cattle-Raiser.s’  .Vssocia- 
tion,  and  takes  a leading  part  in  all  matters  per- 
taining to  the  cattle  business.  Vlr.  Isaacs  married 
Vliss  Mary  Braincrd.  who  was  born  in  N’ew 
York,  and  the)  both  enjoy  high  social  connections 
throughout  this  section  of  the  state. 

JOHX  SPEER.  -'V  native  of  IMontague 
county  and  a strong  and  able  representative  of  the 
3'oung  attornet  s at  the  b.ur,  Mr.  Speer  was  born 
October  12,  1873.  His  parents,  D.  and  Sallie  H. 
(Ellis)  Speer,  who  reside  in  Alvord,  Te.xas,  set- 
tled at  Montague,  in  Vlontague  county,  in  1872. 
The  father  taught  school  in  this  county  for  nine 
years,  and  w hile  he  was  brought  up  on  a farm  in 
Smith  county  and  obtained  some  knowledge  of 
books  there  after  the  war  and  even  after  his  mar- 
riage, he  prepared  himself  for  public  school  work 
and  has  follow  ed  it  most  efticientlv  and  thorough- 
ly from  1872  to  the  present.  The  Speer  family 
was  founded  in  Smith  county,  Texa.s.  in  1848.  by 
John  Speer,  grandfather  of  our  subject,  and  near 
Floresville  was  where  he  reared  his  family.  He 
wa.s  from  Shelby  county,  Tennessee,  where  his 
son,  D.  Speer,  was  born  March  24,  1844. 

D.  Speer  was  a member  of  Company  K,  Tenth 
Texas  Dismounted  Cavalry,  during  the  rebellion, 
and  enlisted  at  Clarksville.  He  was  in  Ector’s 
Brigade,  and  first  served  in  the  Trans-Mississippi 
Department.  Later  his  regiment  \va.s  transferred 
east  of  the  Mississippi  and  he  participated  in  bat- 
tle at  Shiloh,  Ixiokout  Mountain,  Gettysburg, 
Cliickamatiga  and  finally  at  Mobile,  .Mabama.  He 
was  on  duty  when  Lee  surrendered  and  when  he 
returned  home  he  first  turned  his  attention  to 
farming.  He  married  in  Smith  county,  in  1869, 
a lad)  whose  parent.s  died  of  yellow  fever  in  iMo- 
bile,  when  she  was  five  years  old,  and  she  was 
brought  up  by  and  accompanied  her  uncle,  Jo- 
seph Sw  an,  to  Texa.s  in  1865,  The  issue  of  this 
marriage  includes:  Judge  Ocie  Speer,  of  Fort 
Worth,  associate  justice  of  the  Texas  court  of 
a])pcals,  elected  in  X’ovember,  1902 ; Robert  E., 
of  the  Speer  Printing  Company',  of  Fort  Worth; 
John,  of  Bowie;  Oran,  of  Alvord,  Texas;  Charles 
H„  of  the  Fort  Worth  Printing  Company;  Lon 


HISTORY  OF  NORTH  AND  W EST  TEXAS. 


209 


A.,  a teacher  at  Fate.  Texa.s  ; D.  M..  a student 
of  medicine  in  Fort  Worth ; Bonnie  M,,  of  Al- 
vord,  and  a teacher  in  tlie  public  schools,  and  Ivan 
R..  who  died  in  infancy. 

The  literary  education  of  John  Speer  was  ob- 
tainetl  under  the  direction  and  supervi.sion  of  his 
father.  Fie  finisherl  a cour.se  in  the  high  school 
in  Merkel.  Texas,  at  the  age  of  nineteen  years, 
and  as  a start  in  life  l>ecaine  a clerk  in  a drv 
goods  .store  in  Ennis.  After  remaining  there 
some  four  years  he  came  to  Bowie  and  took  up 
the  study  of  law  with  his  brother,  the  Judge.  He 
was  admitted  to  practice  before  Judge  1).  E. 
Barrett.  August  6,  1896,  and  formed  a jiartncr- 
ship  w'ith  his  brother  under  the  firm  name  of 
Speer  and  Speer.  His  fir.st  case  was  one  of  as- 
sault chargeil  against  a party  at  .Sunset  and  his 
second  one  wms  where,  as  deputy  county  attor- 
ney, he  prosecuted  while  his  brother  defended. 
Civil  practice  has  occupied  him  chiefly,  and  his 
time  is  spent  in  attending  to  the  wants  of  a good 
clientage  and  in  delving  into  his  fine  library  of 
law  books,  as  a student  for  the  more  complete 
preparation  for  his  profession.  He  holds  to 
Democratic  principles,  and  naturally  takes  some 
notice  of  things  ix)litical  as  they  pass  along.  He 
is  at  this  date  chairman  of  the  Democratic  exec- 
utive committee  of  his  county. 

December  26.  1899,  Mr.  .Speer  married  in 
Bowne  Miss  May  Allen,  a dauglucr  of  A.  J.  ,\1- 
len.  Their  only  child  is  Ruth,  born  Tanuary  i, 
1901. 

John  Speer,  as  a citizen,  needs  no  flefense. 
The  pages  of  his  life-book  have  been  wide  open 
through  all  the  years  that  those  who  wished 
might  read  and  nothing  prejudicial  to  his  char- 
acter has  been  found  therein.  In  his  professional 
capacity  he  carefully  guards  his  clients’  interests 
and  whether  he  yvins  or  loses  in  a lawsuit  he  has 
conscientiously  done  his  whole  duty  in  the  ca.se. 

JAMES  C.  POWELL  is  a stock  farmer  of 
Wichita  county  and  owes  his  succes.s  entirely  to 
his  own  efforts.  lie  has  placed  his  dependence 
upon  the  substantial  qualities  of  industry  and  en- 
ergy and  upon  this  has  builded  a prosperity  wdiich 
makes  him  one  of  the  sub.stantial  residents  of  his 
community,  lie  was  born  at  Winchester,  Frank- 
lin county,  Tennessee,  in  1835,  a son  of  George 
W.  and  Sarah  Ann  (Cawker)  Powell.  His  fa- 
ther was  a native  of  England  and  during  his  in- 
fancy was  brought  to  the  United  States  by  his 
parents,  who  located  first  in  Virginia  and  after- 
ward removed  to  Tennessee.  For  many  years 
George  W.  Powell  carried  on  agricultural  pur- 
suits in  Franklin  county,  Tennessee,  and  there 
died  during  the  latter  part  of  the  Civil  war.  His 


uife,  who  was  born  and  reared  in  North  Caro- 
lina, died  at  tliyir  Tennes.'ce  home  in  1877. 

James  C.  Powell  spent  his  boy'hotxl  days  upon 
the  home  farm  and  was  early  trained  to  habits 
of  industry,  integrity  and  perseverance,  thus  lay- 
ing the  foundation  for  an  honorable  career.  The 
Powell  family  were  'jppo.sed  to  slavery  and  to 
.secession,  and  sharing  in  these  views  James  C. 
Powell  soon  after  the  outiucak  of  the  Civil  war 
went  to  Filizabethtowu,  .Hardin  county,  Illinois, 
where  he  enlisted  as  a tlefendcr  of  the  Union, 
becoming  a member  of  Company  C,  Forty-eighth 
Illinois  Infantry.  The  regiment  was  sent  south 
to  Fort  Henry  and  i\Ir.  I’owell  participated  in  the 
engagement  there  ami  at  Fort  Donelson.  In  the 
battle  of  .Shiloh  he  was  severely  wounded,  but 
when  he  had  recovered  his  health  he  rejoined 
his  regiment  and  was  with  Sherman’s  army  in  all 
of  its  campaigns.  He  participated  in  the  siege 
of  Corinth  and  in  other  important  battles  in 
Mississippi  and  was  again  wounded  at  Jackson 
that  .state.  He  was  in  the  leading  engagements 
of  the  .Athmta  campaign,  marched  with  Sherman 
in  the  celelirated  march  to  the  sea,  and  afterward 
took  part  in  the  Carolina  campaign,  going  on 
then  to  Richmond  and  to  Washington,  where  he 
particip.ated  in  the  Grand  Review,  the  most  cele- 
brated military  pageant  that  has  ever  occurred 
on  the  western  hemisphere.  I^ater  llie  regiment 
was  sent  to  Little  Rock,  Arkansas,  to  do  post 
guard  duty  and  remained  there  until  .August, 
1865,  when  the  members  were  mu.-.tered  out  of 
the  service.  The  company-  had  started  to  the 
front  more  than  four  years  before  with  one  hun- 
dred and  four  men  and  of  these  only  fifteen  were 
left  to  be  mustered  out.  Although  twice  wcmml- 
cd  Mr.  f'owell  remained  with  his  command  to 
the  last,  never  faltering  in  the  performance  of  any 
military  duty^  assigned  him  and  he  returned  to 
his  home  with  a most  creditable  war  record. 

.\ftcr  the  cessation  of  hostilities  Mr.  Powell 
establisheil  his  home  in  Jeltersoii  county,  Illinois, 
where  he  engaged  in  fanning  for  about  eleven 
years.  In  187B  he  returned  to  the  south,  locat- 
ing near  Paris  in  Lamar  county,  Texas,  where 
he  resided  for  fifteen  years  or  itntil  1801,  when 
he  came  to  W'ichita  county,  settling  twelve  miles 
north  of  Wichita  Ftills.  Here  he  owns  three 
hundred  .and  sixty  acres  of  land  and  is  success- 
fully engaged  in  general  farming  and  .stock-rai.s- 
ing.  Throughout  the  greater  part  of  his  life  his 
attention  has  been  directeil  to  that  line  of  busi- 
ness activity  and  the  succes.s  he  has  achieved 
therein  is  due  entirely  to  his  own  labors,  careful 
management  and  unfaltering  endeavor. 

Mr.  Powell  was  married  in  Jeffer.son  county, 
Illinois,  to  kliss  Mary  Jane  Carr  and  they  have 
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children:  iMinnie,  Jennie,  Thonias.  Ella,  i\Iurl 

and  Fred.  i\Ir.  Rowell  has  sen'cd  as  school  trus- 
tee of  district  Xo.  2.  and  is  interested  in  all  that 
pertains  to  the  uphuildin"'  and  advancement  of 
his  community  along  social,  material  and  intel- 
lectual lines.  In  manner  he  is  free  from  all  os- 
tentation and  display,  hut  his  intrinsic  worth  is 
recognized  and  his  frieivlship  is  mo^t  prized  hy 
those  who  know  him  best,  showing  that  his  char- 
acter will  bear  the  senitim  of  close  acquaintance. 
He  is  a generems-spirited.  broad-minded  man,  a 
true  type  of  the  American  .spirit  and  an  embodi- 
ment of  that  progress  which  in  the  last  few  v'ears 
has  drawn  to  tills  country  ihe  aiimiring  gaze 
of  the  nations  of  the  world. 

THEODORE  MERRLAl.VX,  The  pioneer 
blacksmith  of  Chico  and  the  gentleman  distin- 
gnished  as  the  second  person  to  locate  on  the 
tovvnsite  of  that  thrifty  little  metropolis  is  Theo- 
dore Merriman,  the.  widely  known  citizen  and 
farmer  named  in  the  introduction  to  thi.s  arti- 
cle. ,\n  active  mechanic  until  his  Iiaiiimcr 
pounded  out  the  price  of  a piece  of  fertile  land 
adjoining  the  new  town,  and  since  then  busied 
with  the  affairs  of  a succes.sful  and  systematic 
farmer,  and.  at  times,  with  the  administration  of 
justice  as  the  chosen  officer  of  his  peers,  he  is 
regarded  as  one  of  llie  characters  of  Wise  county 
and  a citizen  irul}’  worthy  of  the  name. 

.September  i6.  1876,  Mr.  Merriman  c.ame  to 
Wise  county,  and  on  the  seventeenth  of  February 
following  he  opened  his  shop  in  the  embryonic 
town.  He  had  just  passed  a year  in  the  south- 
west corner  of  Johnson  county,  where,  on  the 
banks  of  the  Brazos,  he  practiced  Vulcan's  art 
for  the  perio<l  of  one  year,  d'he  nine  years 
previous  to  this  he  had  passed  as  a citizen  of 
Mounl  Pelia  and  Union  City,  Tennessee,  plying 
his  trade,  going  there  in  1S66  from  Columbus. 
Kentuc’ky,  where  his  post-bellum  career  as  a 
citizen  rerdlv  began.  Civil  life  opened  with  him 
at  Claesville,  that  slate,  where,  at  the  age  of  nine- 
teen years,  he  took  a position  with  a mercantile 
establishment,  leaving  their  employ  as  'Dook- 
keeper  and  office  man  to  take  up  ann.s  for  the 
Con  federate  government. 

Tlie  -Mcrrinians  were  among  the  pioneens  of 
Allegheny  county,  Pennsylvania,  vvhere  Frecier- 
ick  'Merriman,  grandfather  of  our  subj(*ct.  found- 
ed ihe  family  at  old  Fort  Pitt.  The  latter  was 
a native  German  and  settled  first  in  Maryland 
but  accompanied  J.  W,  Boniiam,  a gentleman 
of  Fnnch  extraction,  to  Fort  Pitt  and  there 
passed  the  remainder  of  his  life.  Freelerick  i\Ier- 
rimaii  w.as  a :-.iioem?.ker  and  was  enlisted  for  ser- 


vice with  the  patriot  army  of  Washington  but 
was  detailed  at  home  to  make  shoes  for  the  sol- 
diers. at  which  patriotic  duty  himself  and  his 
good  wife  both  labored  until  independence  w’as 
actually  won.  'I’he  soldiers  in  camp  at  Sweet- 
leyville,  near  his  home  wore  this  old  patriot’s 
shoes  and  his  efforts  in  the  direction  of  the 
achievement  of  independence  were  as  effective 
as  if  he  had  carried  a flintlock  in  actual  battle. 
He  died  about  T846  at  one  hundred  and  ffiree 
years  old,  the  father  of  twelve  sons  and  two 
daughters,  thirteen  of  whom  grew  to  maturity 
and  married,  namely;  John,  Samuel,  David, 
Ezekiel,  Richard  D.,  Frederick,  Abraham,  Dan- 
iel, Reuben,  -Moses,  Mary,  Martha,  William. 

Richard  D.  IVIerriman,  father  of  our  subject, 
was  bom  in  -Mlegheny  county,  Pennsylvania,  in 
t8o8.  and  died  in  Saline  county,  Illinois,  in  1885. 
He  learned  tlie  machinist’s  trade  in  Pittsburg, 
serving  a five-year  apprenticeship,  as  was  the 
custom  of  his  day,  and  pursued  his  trade  until 
1836,  when  he  bought  a farm  near  the  corners 
of  Saline.  Gallatin  and  White  counties,  Illinois, 
and  remained  a farmer  until  his  death.  He  mar- 
ried Helen  Bonham,  a daughter  of  J.  W.  Bon- 
ham, mentioned  in  the  paragraph  above,  who 
died  in  1874.  Of  their  four  children  who  reached 
mature  years,  Theodore  was  the  second,  W.  W., 
of  Norris  City,  Illinois,  the  third,  and  Frank, 
the  youngest  surviving  child. 

Theodore  Merriman  had  ample  opjX)rtunity  to 
acquire  a good  education  in  the  Pittsburg  and 
IMorgantown,  Virginia,  schools  but  his  lack  of 
concern  for  his  future  led  him  into  other  patlis 
and  he  reached  manhood  only  fairly  eijuipped. 
He  left  liome  in  1856  and  secured  emplojnnent 
for  two  years  in  a store  at  Carmi,  Illinois,  from 
which  point  he  went  to  ClaysvHlle,  Kentucky, 
as  narrated  abov'e. 

When  the  war  broke  out  he  entered  Company 
I.  Third  Kentucky  Infantry,  under  Sidney 
Iohn.ston  at  the  battle  of  Shilo.  His  command 
was  .It  Vicksburg-  when  the  Confederate  ram 
passed  through  the  Federal  fleet  there,  and  fought 
in  the  battles  of  Baton  Rouge,  Murfreesboro, 
Chickamauga,  jMissionary  Ridge,  Lookout 
iVountain,  Rcsaca.  Pine  Alountain,  New  Hope 
niurch,  I.ovejoy  Station,  and  Atlanta,  at  which 
time  he  left  the'  artillery  and  was  transferred  to 
Forrest’s  cav.alry.  .After  the  Shiloh  fight  he  was 
made  quarierma.ster  of  Colib's  Kentucky  batteo’ 
.ind  later  was  made  Ct'bb’s  adjutant,  serving  in 
the  artillerv’  until  transferred  to  the  cav’-alry.  He 
vvas  a staff  officer  of  Brig.  Gen.  Lyon  in  the 
cavalry  service  and  the  states  of  Tennessee  and 
■ Alabama  witnessed  their  militarv'  escapades  until 
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the  surren.ler  of  the  coimnand  near  Selma  at 
the  close  of  the  war. 

\Miik  in  the  army  Mr.  Merriman  bccairie  ac- 
quainted with  the  lady  vvho  held  his  future  in  her 
hands  and  as  .soon  as  he  became  a civilian  he 
ha.stened  to  Paris.  Tenne-s.^ee,  and  there.  June 
4,  1865,  he  was  married.  The  lady  of  his  dioire 
was  Mis.s  Lizzie-  Ethridg^e.  a dauo  liter  of  J.  L. 
Etliridge  of  an  old  and  representative  Tennes- 
see family.  IMrs.  Merriman  was  born  in  Henry 
county,  that  stale,  January  6,  1847,  ‘‘’id  -lie  tuM 
her  husband  are  the  parents  of  Allie  D.,  of  Chico  ; 
M’illiam  D.,  of  Paul’s  Valley.  Inilian  Terri- 
tory ; T.  Earnest,  a merchant  of  Gibtown,  Texas ; 
Ed.,  of  Gibtown;  May,  wife  of  C.  A.  Wat.son. 
of  Chico;  Ethel,  widow  of  J.  C.  Goad,  of  Chico; 
Dai.sy,  who  married  G.  F.  Holden,  of  Comanche. 
Indian  Territory;  and  Cora  M.,  widow-  of  Frank 
Martin,  a teacher  in  Munday,  Knox  county', 
Texas. 

Mr.  Merriman’s  blacksmith  shop  in  Chico 
was  situated  where  the  livery  barn  now  stands 
and  he  followed  his  trade  until  he  had  paid  for 
a farm  and  was  well  equipped  ready  to  begin  its 
cultiv'ation  and  improv'ement.  He  left  the  anvil 
in  1881  and  the  w’ork  he  has  done  as  farmer 
has  strikingly  beautified  his  immediate  communi- 
ty. He  owns  seventy'-five  acres  in  the  G.  \Vh 
Cash  survey,  a w-ell-tilled  and  productive  farm. 
He  served  seven  y'ears  as  postmaster  of  Chico 
and  w'as  elected  justice  of  the  peace  first  in 
1880.  filling  the  office  four  y'ears.  In  1894  he 
was  again  electa!  and  served  a second  term  of 
four  y'ears.  He  is  a well  known  Democrat  and 
the  family  are  members  of  the  Cumberland  Pres- 
byterian and  Chri.stian  churches.  lie  is  a charter 
member  of  Alvord  chapter  of  the  Masonic. 
Order. 

JAMES  H.  HIGHTOWER,  who  at  one  time 
was  commissioner  of  Tarrant  county  and  is  a 
prominent  citizen  here,  well  known  and  highly 
respected,  resides  near  Smithfield,  where  he  owns 
a farm  and  is  engaged  in  general  agricultural 
pursuits  and  stock-raising.  He  is  a native  of 
Montgomery'  county,  Illinois,  l)urn  on  the  l6tli 
of  .April,  1847,  his  parents  being  Alfred  M.  and 
Sarah  (Grantham)  Hightower,  the  former  a na- 
tive of  Tennc-sscc.  When  their  son  was  about 
eight  years  of  age  they  left  Illinois  and  removed 
to  Laclede  county,  Mis.souri,  where  they  re- 
mained for  a time  and  then  in  1859  came  to 
Texas,  settling  in  Tarrant  county  near  what  is 
now  Smithfield.  They  w'ere  early  pioneer  resi- 
dents of  this  section  of  the  .state  and  contrilmted 
in  substantial  measure  to  the  improvement  and 
progress  of  early  times.  The  father  w'a.s  a Con- 


federate soldier  in  the  Civil  war  and  became 
a coinmi.s.'-ioned  officer,  after  wliich  he  was  al- 
ways called  CaptaiTi  Higlitower.  He  died  in 
.\prii,  1807.  and  left  behind  him  an  lioiiorable 
name  because  he  had  led  a bu-sy,  irseful  and  up- 
right life.  < if  his  children  the  following  survive; 
Janies  H. ; Danid  H..  who  is  living  in  'I'arrant 
county;  Sarah  die  wife  of  A.  B.  Clark,  of 
Clarendon,  'i'exa- : .Mary  L.,  the  widow  of  .S.  P. 
Thrower  and  now  tiving-in  Shawnee,  Indian  Ter- 
ritory ; and  Katie  T,.  the  wife  of  W,  C.  Yleacham, 
who  makes  his  home  near  Smithfield,  Te,xris. 

J.  H.  Hightower,  whose  name  introduces  this 
record,  was  rearal  to  adult  age  ne.ar  Smithfield 
upon  the  old  homo  farm  and  early  became  famil- 
iar with  all  the  duties  and  labors  that  fall  to  the 
lot  of  the  agriculturist.  He  acquired  his  educa- 
tion in  the  public,  schools  of  this  county  and  when 
not  busy  w'itli  his  text  hooks  w'orkecl  in  the  fields. 
He  has  thniughout  his  entire  life  carried  on  agri- 
cultural pur.suits.  though  at  different  periods  he 
lias  followed  the  trade  of  a carpenter  and  build- 
er, doing  considerable  contract  work  in  his  locali- 
ty a number  of  years  ago.  .\t  all  times  he  has 
been  industrious  and  emerprising  and  his  labors 
constitute  the  basis  of  a well  merited  success. 

i\Ir.  Hightower  has  been  married  twice.  His 
first  w'ife  was  Elizabeth  Calloway,  a native  of 
Xortli  Ctirolinn.  who  with  her  parents  came  to 
I'arrant  county  iti  1859.  By  her  marriage  she 
became  the  mother  of  four  children;  Hugh  .M., 
w ho  is  living  at  Smithfield ; Halceon  C..  the  wife 
of  Loma  B.  Brown,  whose  home  is  near  Smith- 
field,  Texas;  Sarah  E..  the  wife  of  W.  H.  Cloud, 
residing  near  Fort  Worth,  this  state;  and  Ixiuis 
who  is  a nifinher  of  the  well  known  mercan- 
tile firm  of  ],,.  A.  Higlitower  & Brother,  conduct- 
ing a successful  business  at  Smithfield.  P'or  his 
second  wife  .Mr.  Hightower  chose  Mis.s  Cynthia 
.\.  Boy  d,  their  wedding  occurring  June  15,  1884, 
and  she  is  a native  of  Tarrant  county  and  a 
daughter  of  Dr.  Joseph  B.  Boyil,  who  at  one 
time  was  coiiiitv  treasurer  of  Tarrant  county'  ami 
also  la.x  collector.  He  was  quite  prominent  in 
public  circles  and  was  a ivprescntauve  citizen 
blit  has  now  i»asscd  awa\ . 

.Some  jniblic  lionors  have  been  conferred  upon 
Mr.  Hightower,  who  has  ser\ed  for  tw'o  terms, 
or  four  years,  as  county  commissioner  and  re- 
ceived strong  cndor.scment  at  the  primaries  in 
](y>4  for  comity  treasurer.  He  has  always  been 
a staucli  advocate  of  Democratic  principles  and 
a warm  friend  of  the  public  schools  and  of  gen- 
errd  progress  along  the  lines  which  contribute  to 
good  citizenship  and  to  the  substantial  iniprovc- 
inent.  He  is  a member  of  Grand  Prairie  Lodge 
Xo.  455,  \.  E.  A i\I.,  at  Smithfield.  \’iewed 
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!ri>ni  a jx'r.^i mal  liglit  his  life  may  I>r  .-.aid  to  he  a 
'lu'ces.^  and  all  that  lie  [>ossesses  has  been  ac- 
'.jiiired  through  his  tuvn  labors,  showing  the  force 
and  \alne  of  industry  and  enterprise  as  active 
Uictors  in  winning  [irusperity. 

\D0LPI1US  W.  RAHT.  For  twenty-two 
\ ( ar.-  has  Adcilphus  W'.  Raht  been  identified"  with 
tliL  substantial  imlustrial  interests  of  the  Lone 
Star  ^tate,  and  in  recent  years  he  has  been  rec- 
ognized as  a jiositivc  force  in  the  cattle-raising 
nidiistn  and  is  regtirded  among  his  contempor- 
aries as  a safe,  progressive  and  successful  agency 
in  the  manipulation  of  ‘‘cowmen  s"  affairs. 

His  identity  witli  Texas  began  at  Gainesville 
in  188:5.  at  which  time  he  was  an  emigrant  from 
Polk  county,  Tennessee,  in  which  locality  his 
birth  occurred  September  18,  1855.  ^^e  i.s  of 

German  blocHl,  his  father.  Julius  E.  Raht,  having 
been  born  at  Nassau.  The  latter  came  to  the 
United  State.s  in  1849  and  passed  the  first  year 
of  Ins  residence  here  in  Wisconsin,  going  thence 
to  Polk  county.  Tennessee,  where  he  married 
Matilda  Dumbois.  a daughter  of  John  Dumbois, 
a I-’renchnian.  Of  the  issue  of  this  union  Adol- 
phus W.  is  the  elde.st;  William  E.  resides  in 
t.  Iiattanooga.  manager  of  a stove  and  range 
works;  Julius,  of  Ttillahonui,  Tennes.sec;  Fred 
\..  ak'O  of  lullahoma,  and  Charles  .A.,  associat- 
c<l  with  hi.s  brother  in  Chattanooga.  Tennessee. 

riie  \ irginia  Military  Tn.stitiite,  at  Lexington, 
graduate*!  .\dolphus  Wf  Ralit  in  1874  and  he  at 
once  took  uji  the  study  of  civil  engineering  in  the 
Ken.-selacr  Polytechnic  Institute,  at  Trov,  New 
York.  compIc?ting  his  course  and  graduating  in 
1877.  He  took  a position  witli  the  I’nitcd  States 
government  survey  on  the  ^Missouri  River  Com- 
mis>icm  and  spent  a l eai'  at  this  work.  He  then 
joined  the  eiienncering  force  of  the  T.  and  .M. 
R.  raiiwai  in  .Xebraska  and  spent  five  years  \vith 
the  conipan}',  chiefl}-  engaged  in  the  work  of  lo- 
cation. He  took  charge  of  a jiarty  and  started 
from  the  .Missouri  river  and  “footed"  it  all  the 
way  to  lAnver.  Much  of  his  work  was  done  on 
the  main  line  of  the  road  but  .side  linces  were  run, 
the  one  from  Lincoln  to  1 fillings,  ilontana,  be- 
ing conspicuous  among  them. 

1'he  life  of  the  chief  of  a surveying  party  is  a 
:-trenuoii.s  and  trying  one.  Carrying  a transit 
day  after  (lav  on  preliminary  and  location  yvork 
tries  one's  pinsical  en*liirance  ami  taxes  it  to  its 
utmost  limit  and  it  is  ne4  surprising  that,  after 
five  '.ears  of  touring,  on  foot,  a new’  country  and 
weiglncd  with  responsible  duties  and  encum- 
bered w ith  the  ])arapbcrn,alia  applicable  to  his  po- 
sition, ho  should  seek  a less  laborious  and  ex- 
han.stiiig  vocation. 


Leaving  the  employ  of  the  railroad  company 
in  1S83  ilr.  Raht  came  to  Texas  and  engaged 
in  the  cattle  business,  yvith  headqnarter.s  at 
ffainesville.  He  pastured  his  stock  about  forty- 
miles  north  of  the  latter  place  in  the  Chickasaw 
Nation  and  maintained  his  ranch  there  till  some 
time  in  1800.  yvhen  he  purchased  a large  portion 
of  the  old  Red  River  Cattle  Company’'s  ranch, 
comjyrising  ten  thousand  acres  and  extending  al- 
most from  his  present  headquarters  ranch  to  the 
village  of  Shannon,  and  being  divided  into  sev- 
eral pa.stnres.  He  brought  his  entire  cattle  hold- 
ings to  his  new  property  and  has  carried  on  an 
cxten.sive  busine.ss  here  since.  He  has  a thou- 
sand head  of  registered  stock,  Hereford  variety, 
and  is  admirably  situated  for  the  successful  car- 
rying-on of  this  attractive  and  remunerative  in- 
dustry. 

October  13,  1892,  Mr.  Raht  married,  in  Fort 
Worth,  Ella  Xf.  Smartt,  formerly  from  McMinn- 
ville, Tennessee.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Raht  have  an 
adopted  son,  Carl  G..  born  September  15,  1882, 
and  is  connected  yvith  the  shipping  department  of 
Syvift  and  Company  at  North  Fort  Worth.  Te.xas, 

Mr.  Raht's  ranch  is  equipped  yvith  three  ten- 
ant houses  and  a beautiful  modern  and  commod- 
ious re-sitlence,  good  barns  and  with  an  orchard 
of  many  varieties  of  fruit.  His  headquarters 
is  surrounded  by  a grove  of  native  oak,  is  situ- 
ated on  the  apex  of  a loyv  hill  and  the  landscape 
is  one  exceedingly'  beautiful  and  attractive  to  be- 
hold. 

CRAWFORD  B.  REEDER,  lawyer  at  Am- 
arillo. has  attained  to  a large  degree  of  promi- 
nence and  success  in  the  central  Panhandle  coun- 
try- during  the  tyvo  years  of  his  legal  practice 
there.  His  career  i.s  typical  of  that  of  so  many 
men  who  win  success  through  heavy  odds  and 
make  their  way  to  the  goal  of  their  ambitions 
by  industrious  .striving  yvith  one  set  piirpo.se  con- 
stantly in  vieyv.  Adherence  to  high  ideals  and 
diligence  in  all  his  endeavors  are  qualities  which 
all  who  have  ever  knoyvn  Mr.  Reeder  yvill  glad- 
ly impute  to  him,  and  he  has  yvon  and  deserved 
all  the  .success  which  has  come  to  him. 

Born  in  Lee  county,  .Alal>ama,  in  iSfiy.  he  yvas 
a son  of  Mortimer  and  I.xmora  Elizabeth  (Mc- 
Ciitchcon)  Reeder.  His  father,  a native  of  Geor- 
gia but  reared  in  Alabama,  yvas  a fanner  and 
planter,  and  died  at  his  home  in  Lee  county  in 
1876.  His  paternal  great-grandfather  yvas  a na- 
tive of  Ireland,  and  his  maternal  great-grand- 
mtitlur  was  lx>m  in  Scotland.  These  ancestors 
settled  in  Virginia,  and.  of  their  descendants 
yvho  migrated  to  other  states  as  the  country  set- 
tled up,  !Mr.  Reeder  belongs  to  the  branch  that 
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t'aine  to  Georgia  and  later  to  Alabama.  Mor- 
timer Reeder  was  a Confederate  soldier  in  the 
Civil  war,  being  one  of  si.x  brothers  to  enlist  in 
die  cause,  and  the  other  five  were  all  killed  in 
the  service.  The  mother,  who  was  of  Scotch 
ancestry,  died  in  1872. 

Thus  deprived,  l^efore  he  was  ten  yeans  old, 
of  both  his  parents,  Crawford  B.  Reeder  has  been 
dependent  on  his  owm  resources  from  an  early 
age.  At  the  age  of  fourteen  coming  out  to 
Texas,  he  spent  four  years  in  working  on  a 
farm  in  Upshur  county,  in  the  lumber  region  of 
the  state,  and  that  he  was  thus  early  a faithful, 
conscientious  employe,  and  appreciated  accord- 
ingly, is  evidenced  by  the  fact  that  he  received 
several  dollars  per  month  more  than  the  custom- 
ary wages  paid  to  fami  hands  at  the  time.  His 
aspirations  w'cre  above  and  beyond  his  immediate 
necessities  and  duties,  and  throughout  that  pcricxl 
of  boyhood  he  was  adding  gradually  to  hi.s  some- 
what neglected  primary  education.  It  was  his 
intention  to  prepare  hi.mself  for  teaching,  which 
he  would  use  as  a stepping  stone  to  the  profes- 
sion of  law',  for  which  as  an  ultimate  goal  his 
ambitions  had  long  been  set.  He  taught  school 
altogether  for  seven  years,  and  his  success  atid 
reputation  as  a teacher  \vere  such  that  he 
got  better  schools  with  increased  salary  at  al- 
most each  succeeding  terra,  and  his  last  school, 
in  Smith  county,  paid  him  a salary  of  one 
hundred  and  forty'-five  dollars  a month,  t’re- 
vious  to  this  his  teaching  had  been  in  k^pshur 
county',  w'here  he  opened  and  taught  the  first  ses- 
sion of  the  Shady  Grove  .Academy.  All  this  time 
he  had  been  studying  dilio-ently,  and  in  1892  he 
graduated  from  Add-Ran  College,  at  Thorp 
Spring,  Texas. 

During  this  time,  also,  Mr.  Reeder  had  been 
hard  at  W'ork  studying  law,  bf)th  privately  and  in 
law'  offices,  putting  in  about  seven  years  alto- 
gether in  legal  studies.  He  decided  to  begin  his 
practice  at  Granbury,  the  county  seat  of  Hood 
county,  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  there  on  the 
tliird  Monday  of  March,  1893.  That  summer 
he  was  candidate  for  county  attorney  of  Hood 
county,  but  was  defeated  by  eighteen  votes.  A 
second  candidacy  was  successful  and  he  served 
one  term  in  that  office.  His  i>racticc,  beginning 
in  a very  humble  way,  grew  from  y'car  to  year 
until,  having  achieved  success  in  some  important 
cases  which  involved  large  interests,  his  reputa- 
tion as  an  able  law'ver  was  established  and  his 
permanent  success  at  the  bar  assured.  In  1895 
he  was  joined  by  his  brother,  J.  W.  Reeder,  the 
firm  becoming  Reeder  & Reeder.  This  brother, 
who  has  since  died,  had  worked  with  Mr.  Reed- 
er as  a student  and  teacher  in  Upshur  county'. 


and  was  [Kisse.^.sed  of  like  ideals  and  ambitions 
to  become  an  efficient  and  capalde  lawyer. 

February  1,  .1903.  Air.  Reeder  l(>cated  for  prac- 
tice at  Amarillo,  having  for  a partner  Mr.  Hugli 
11.  Cooper,  also  of  Hood  county.  Air.  Cooper's 
father,  Hon.  X.  L.  Cooper,  now  dece.ased,  was 
noted  a.s  one  of  tlte  ablest  criminal  lawyers  in  the 
state  of  Texas.  Since  establishing  themselves 
here  the  firm  of  Reeder  & Coojter  have  built  up 
a very  large  business,  extending  over  the  entire 
Panhandle  and  into  New  .Mexico,  and  represent- 
ing clients  with  very  important  interests.  They 
transacted  busine.ss  in  1904  to  the  net  amount  of 
twelve  thousand  dollars.  The  firm  has  been  en- 
gaged in  a number  of  notewt>rthv  case.?  in  this 
pan  of  the  state.  Their  first  cases  were  those 
involving  the  status  of  the  local  option  laws,  in 
which  they  w’ere  successful.  They  rci>resented 
the  successful  litigants  in  the  well  known  Aloore 
county  case  involving  the  county'  judgeship  of 
that  county  ; also  the  Hughes  case  in  Potter  coun- 
ty. over  the  deposing  of  Air.  J.  E.  Hughes  from 
the  office  of  .sheriff. 

Reeder  & Cooper  have  a splendid  law  library, 
reiirescnting  an  expenditure  of  about  six  thou- 
sand dollars.  I'hcirs  is  an  actual  working  lihrary. 
in  use  almost  every  day,  comprising  the  works 
that  are  thoroughly  up  to  date  and  including  all 
tlie  latc.st  and  best  edited  state  and  federal  re- 
jxjrls.  Air.  Reeder  has  never  ceased  to  bo  a 
thorough  student,  with  an  unusual  knack  of  get- 
ting at  the  gist  of  the  law.  His  clients  are"  al- 
ways satisfied  that  he  gives  them  his  very  best 
efforts,  for  he  loves  his  profession  for  its  own 
sake  and  from  the  start  it  has  been  his  ambition 
to  excel  in  it.  System  has  always  marked  the 
conduct  of  their  business,  records  and  copies  of 
every'  business  and  legal  transaction  being  kept, 
so  that  the  members  of  tire  firm  at  all  times  have 
everything  under  perfect  control. 

Air.  Reeder  w'as  married  in  June,  1S93,  at  Big 
Spring,  Howard  county,  this  state,  to  Miss  Gus- 
sic  Brack,  who  was  a grailuate  of  Add-Ran  <'ol- 
lege  and  had  taught  for  several  years  music,  art 
and  literature. 

LEWIS  T.  RICHARDSON.  The  advent  of 
the  subject  of  this  biographical  article  to  Jack 
county  dates  from  February  27,  1877,  vvhich 
time  he  stopped  at  Ranger  Springs,  wdicrc  he  held 
a bunch  of  cattle  for  S.  J.  Wortdward,  of  Den- 
t(tn,  Te.xas.  The  situation,  as  cowboy,  which  he 
held  then  marks  the  beginning  of  a life  of  activi- 
ty in  Jack  county  which  has  resulted  in  placing 
its  ])articipant  in  a ])osition  of  financial  independ- 
ence when  just  past  the  meridian  and  in  showing 
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that  per^istL'^t  aiid  intelligent  effort  is  always 
proper]}'  rewa.rded. 

I'rom  the  youthful  age  of  thirteen  years  hir. 
Kichardson  has  Lecn  a vigorous  actor  within  his 
sphere  ori  the  soil  of  the  Lone  Star  state.  It 
u'.'ts  at  this  age  that  he  made  his  first  trip  from 
h<rmc,  accfjni|>an}  ing  liii!  brothers  to  San  An- 
tonio w ith  fvvelvc  \vag>>n  loads  of  apples  out  of 
which  he  saw  them  make  almost  a small  fortune. 
Returning,  he  drove  beef  cattle  for  a McKinney 
hutchitr  from  Elrn  Flats,  and  when  the  family 
moved  tci  l>cnron  he  was  handy  boy  around  his 
father'.s  livery  stable  for  a time,  l-'rom  this  work 
he  hrcame  a freighter,  once  accoinpanving  his 
father  with  goods  for  the  post  at  Fort  Richard- 
son. \banduning  the  business  of  hauling  goods, 
he  p.tsscd  a |xtri..>d  as  dciiui}  ?herhT  of  Denton 
cosnn\  and  also  tended  bar  for  a .saloon  man  in 
Denton.  .Vrrangiiig  with  Mr.  Woodward  to  ac- 
coinpan}'  his  cattle  west  he  deserted  his  old 
hatmts  and  .started  a new  era  for  hini.self.  He 
worked  for  this  em]do}'er  eleven  years,  inve-sted 
his  wages  in  cattle  an<l  in  this  way  drifted  into 
the  cow  business  himself.  When  the  open  range 
dlsap}.>eared  he  leased  lands  for  his  stock  and 
finail}'  bought  land,  also,  and  v, hile  he  owns  but 
twelve  hundred  acres  he  has  seven  thousand 
under  lease  and  hi.s  "jug”  brand  marks  tiie  sev- 
eral hundred  head  of  cattle  in  hi.s  herd. 

Lewis  Tilford  Richardstm  was  bom  at  Cal- 
houn. Henry  count}-,  Missouri,  February  29, 
1856,  His  father,  ,\raos  Richardson,  was  born 
in  Hardin  county,  Kentucky,  about  1830  and 
moved  out  to  Mis  souri  with  his  father,  Jesse 
Richardson,  who  ijassed  away  there  as  a farmer. 
.\mong  the  latter’s  large  family  were  Lewis, 
Daniel  and  .\mos,  the  last  named  passing  away 
ill  Denton  county  in  1875. 

.Vinos  Rich.ard.son  brought  his  family  to  Texas 
overlaii'l,  passing  dtavn  through  a portion  of  the 
Jndian  Ferriiory  and  reaching  the  L.oiie  Star 
state  in  the  year  iSixp  He  devoted  himself 
to  trading  and  freighting  in  the  early  years  and, 
a.s  already  intimated,  kept  a livery  in  Denton 
town.  He  married  i^Ielissa  Jennings,  a daugh- 
ter of  Jesse  Jennings,  who  moved  from  Tennes- 
see to  Bates  county,  Alissonri,  very  early  and 
there  died.  Mrs,  Rich.irdson  makes  her  home  with 
our  subject  and  was  born  in  Tennessee,  and 
came  to  'J'c.xas  in  i86<;).  Of  her  two  children, 
Thomas  died  in  1875,  Is'ft  one  child.  Jesse, 
now  at  Ciolora<lo  Cit}'.  Te.xas.  and  Lewis  T.  still 
remains, 

\ gvKxl  education  seemed  to  be  lieyond  the 
reach  of  I.ewis  T.  Richardson  as  a youth,  and 
for  more  than  a third  of  a century  now  he  has 
been  .arrayed  against  idleness  in  the  real  battle 


of  life.  For  a shcirt  time  be  was  a.ssociated  with 
H.  B.  Bowen  as  a dealer  in  tattle,  but  for  the 
most  part,  he  has  engineered  his  own  success. 

September  19.  i88u,  he  married  Betty  Saffell, 
a daughter  of  Hale  Saffell  from  Blount  county, 
Tennessee,  where  Mrs.  Richardson  was  born 
May  Ti,  1850.  Guy,  Grace,  Alma,  Dot  and  Wal- 
ter ami  Warren,  twins,  constitute  their  family 
of  children  and  they  are  pupils  in  the  Jacksboro 
schools. 

iMr.  Riclianlson  has  allied  himself  with  pure 
Democracy  in  all  political  contests  in  which  he 
has  found  an  interest,  but  live  success  of  his  own 
i'lterest.s  ovenovver  every  other  con.sidcration  and 
he  has  kept  politics  under  a ban. 

JOSHUA  NOBLES.  Among  those  toilers 
whose  efforts  have  been  directed  for  more  than 
a (juarter  of  a century  toward  the  development 
in  the  rural  confines  of  W’isc  county  and  whose 
substantial  achievements  are  seen  in  the  improve- 
ment of  two  separate  farms,  Joshua  Nobles  of 
the  I.one  Star  community  is  conspicuously  ].)rom- 
inent.  and  as  a citizen  and  a man  do  his  traits 
of  character  commend  him.  Himself  a product 
■of  the  primitive  school  of  experience  of  the  days 
v\hen  “Webster’s  blue  back”  was  the  chief  te.xt- 
bc>ok.  he  is  a link  connecting  the  dark  past  with 
the  brilliant  [iresent,  a witness  of  the  conditions 
that  were  in  contrast  with  tile  things  that  are. 

iMr.  Nobles  was  born  when  the  second  .A.dams 
was  president  and  when  his  native  state  of  Ten- 
nessee was  onh-  about  a third  of  a cenlurv'  old. 
His  birth  occurred  in  Williamson  county,  Octo- 
ber 20,  1827,  and  he  grew  up  in  the  flax-straw- 
shirt  and  the  homespun-trousers  epoch,  when  “a 
pair  of  shoes  a year  was  all  a farmer  boy  got”; 
when  the  teachers  in  tlie  log  cabin  schools  called 
"horseback”  ’’hors-e-back,”  "gnat”  "g-nat,”  and 
"knot”  "k-not,"  and  ruled  his  pupils  with  the 
rod.  His  father  lieing  a mechanic,  he  learned 
to  handle  tools  in  the  wagon  shop  before  he  went 
to  the  farm  later  on  in  life  and  put  himself  in 
jxisscssion  of  a trade. 

1 Ic  is  descended  from  Colonial  stock,  North 
Carolina  being  the  home  of  his  patriotic  ances- 
tors. His  paternal  grandfathers  were  Revolu- 
tionary .soldiers  and  his  father,  John  Nobles,  was 
a .soldier  of  the  war  of  1812  and  a volunteer  for 
the  ^Mexican  war.  John  Nobles  was  born  in 
lytX),  in  the  old  Tarheel  state,  grew  to  manhood 
there  and  then  migrated  to  \Villianison  county, 
Tennessee.  There  he  married  Elizabeth  Rags- 
dale, a lady  of  Nortli  Carolina  antecedents,  who 
died  about  1870.  The  issue  of  their  union  were: 
Eliza  married  John  Carey  and  died  in  Tennes- 
see ; Absolom  k ft  a family  in  ^Vrkansas  at  his 
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death ; Nathaniel  died  in  Pcmiscott  county,  Mis- 
souri; Frank  passed  away  in  Tennessee;  and 
Peggv  married  Richard  Cradtlock  and  tlietl  in 
Hickman  county,  Kentucky;  Joshua,  our  sub- 
ject ; Prior  died  in  Dunklin  county  Missouri ; 
Mar}'  A.  married  a Blackwell  and  died  in  Ten- 
nessee, and  John  lies  buried  in  Wise  county, 
Texas. 

John  Nobles  acquired  the  trade  ot  a wagon- 
maker  in  his  native  state  and  made  it  his  liveli- 
hood during  all  his  vigorous  career.  When  in 
the  army  he  was  dctailc<l  to  help  build  roads  anti 
to  construct  forts  and  although  he  was  beyond  the 
age  of  service,  he  enlisted  as  a volunteer  for  the 
w'ar  with  Me.N:ico,  but  was  irot  called  into  the 
field.  As  a citizen  he  was  most  loyal  and  upright 
and  entertained  the  highest  opinions  of  Gen. 
fackson  under  wdiom  he  served.  He  was  a 
Democrat,  of  course,  and  entertained  the  right 
notions  of  pict>',  although  he  never  united  with 
the  church  until  late  in  life.  He  preceded  his 
wufe  to  the  grave  some  years,  dying  at  the  out- 
break of  the  Civil  war,  in  1861.  lie  and  Na- 
thaniel, his  brother,  constituted  their  parents’ 
family,  the  latter  rearing  his  family  and  pas.sing 
away  in  the  state  of  Tennessee. 

Alay  14.  1848,  Joshua  Nobles  married  and  set- 
tled on  a farm  at  once.  The  California  gold  ex- 
citement took  possession  of  him  early  but  he 
was  able  to  resist  it  until  1855,  when  he  took 
a boat  for  San  Francisco,  crossed  the  isthmus 
and  reached  the  Golden  Gate  without  incident  of 
note.  He  located  in  Siskiyou  county  where,  the 
first  eight  months,  he  w'orked  on  a farm.  He 
freighted  for  a time  and  then  let  out  his  team 
and  himself  opened  a wagon-repair  shop,  at 
“Rough  and  Ready  Mills.”  He  remained  in 
the  “Golden  state”  two  years  and  although  his 
passage  to  and  fro  cost  him  81,004.00,  his  trip 
was  one  of  profit  and  he  returned  home  much 
improved  in  purse.  Upon  his  return  home  he 
engaged,  for  a time,  in  shipping  produce  from 
Hickman,  Kentucky,  down  the  river  to  New 
Orleans,  and  then  took  up  farming,  which  he 
followed  till  the  outbreak  of  the  war.  He  then 
moved  out  to  Dunklin  count}',  Missouri,  and 
while  there  the  Confederate  congress  pas.scd  a 
law  confiscating  all  land  belonging  to  citizens 
of  northern  states  and  lying  within  the  Confed- 
eracy and  he  returned  to  Tennessee  to  protect 
his  rights. 

During  the  war  period  I\Ir.  Nobles  was  not 
molested  by  eitlier  side,  remarkable  as  it  now 
seems.  If  the  North  offended  by  declaring  a 
state  of  war  and  follow'cd  its  declaration  up  by 
sending  troops  into  tlic  South  he  “never  got  mad 
about  it”  and  got  down  his  “patchen”  and  pow'- 
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der  for  a fight.  He  jiursued  the  vocation  of  a 
civilian  the  whole  period  through  and  when  the 
struggle  was  over  he  had  not  assailed  the  flag 
of  his  country  nor  made  enemies  of  his  vau- 
(pushed  friends. 

Immediately  fcillowing  the  war  he  engaged  in 
the  milling  business  In  Gib.soii  county.  Tennes- 
see, and  at  Yorkvilie,  he  and  postmaster  Flowers, 
of  Qtico,  were  partners  in  a saw  and  grist-mill 
for  some  four  years,  . Soon  after  closing  out 
this  venture  he  started  ou  ins  journey  to  Texas. 
He  came  through  Missouri  and  stopped  tw'o  r ears 
in  Dunklin  count}'  and  then  proceeded,  by  train, 
to  Dallas  and  established  iiimself  in  Cooke  coun- 
ty. There  he  resumed  farming  and  continued  it 
until  1879.  when  he  came  over  into  the  new 
country  of  Wise  county  and  purchased  a quar- 
ter section  of  laud  on  the  Robin.son  survey  in 
tlie  W'Tst  Academy  neighborhood  of  Sandy.  He 
settled  in  the^  ■‘woods.”,  cle.ared  ye.ir  after  year 
until  one  hundred  acres  of  the  postoaks  had  dis- 
appeared and  fields  of  gralti  anil  stalks  of  cot- 
ton were  waving  in  their  stead.  His  farm  cost 
him  two  and  one-half  dollars  per  acre  and  he 
.sold  in  ten  years  for  fifteen  dollars  aii  acre  and 
invested  in  three  liundrcd  acre,?  of  the  Cofflin 
survey  at  five  dollars.  Thus  he  has  opeiied  up 
two  new  farms  in  the  county  and  aided  material- 
ly in  the  reduction  of  wild  nature  where  now 
cluster  thrifty  and  comfortable  homes. 

The  fir.st  years  of  Air.  Nobles’  experience  in 
Wise  county  were  years  of  disappointment  and 
the  Si, 880.00  which  he  brought  here  with  him 
had  disappeared.  He  resorted  to  wood-hauling 
and  other  laborious  but  legitimate  makeshifts 
to  su.stain  him.self  and  family  while  another  sea- 
son was  corning  and  still  another  cro[)  was  grow- 
ing, and  recovered  in  time  liis  lost  prestige  and 
hi.s  lost  funds.  ,\t  a former  time,  while  in  Ten- 
"nesscc,  he  met  disaster  from  dealing  in  cotton 
and  he  was  forced  to  literally  take  up  log-rolling 
and  other  fonps  of  amusement  to  win  bread  for 
his  domestic  -wants.  Although  he  was  small 
of  stature,  no  man  could  pull  him  down  on  a 
handspike  and  no  husk}-  and  fleet-footed  ritrale 
could  pass  him  in  a race. 

Air.  Nobles’  first  wife  was  Sarah  J.  Dickson, 
a daughter  of  Dai  id  Dickson,  of  Yorkvfille,  Ten- 
nessee. Mrs.  Nobles  was  born  in  Gib.son  county, 
in  1831,  and  died  in  Wise  county,  Texas,  in  i8<}4. 
'The  issue  of  their  marriage  were : David,  who 

died  bv  accident  in  1893  and  left  a family;  Sarah, 
of  Ocatc,  Oklahoma,  wife  of  Robert  Jackson; 
Mary,' wife  of  Frank  Wright,  of  Dunklin  county, 
Missouri ; Wesley,  a successful  farmer  of  Wise 
county;  Bailey,  of  Fredrick,  Oklahoma;  Eliza, 
who  married  Jim  Kindrick,  of  Davidson,  Okla- 
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honia  Territon- ; Nannie,  who  married  John 
Denney,  of  \\  ise  county ; Ollie,  wife  of  Alexan- 
der Lovvrey,  of  Dridgeport.  Jaiiiiarv  i,  1895,  Mr. 
Nobles  married  Mattie,  daughter  of  John  Muse, 
formerly  from  Tenntessee.  Mrs.  Nobles  was 
horn  in  Madrid  county,  Missouri,  where  her  fa- 
ther lived.  Her  birth  occurred  October  21.  i8t)0. 
and  she  is  the  mother  of  one  surviving  son,  Zel- 
ma.  bom  April  29,  i8<‘)7. 

In  his  political  relations  to  his  countri'  Mr.' 
Nobles  is  a Democrat.  His  sentiments  were 
union  during  the  war.  but  the  ancient  traditions 
of  the  family  dominated  him  and  the  principles 
of  the  “unwashed”  have  remained  with  him  to 
the  end.  He  has  been  a churchman  since  1S58 
and  worships  and  communes  w ith  those  of  the 
Missionary  Baptist  faith. 

WILLIAjM  R.  HOWARD,  M.  D.  A physi- 
cian and  surgeon  of  distinction  at  Fort  Worth, 
wRcre  he  has  been  engaged  in  successful  practice 
nearly  twenty  years  and,  like  the  city  which  is 
his  home,  has  in  this  time  risen  to  foremost  rank 
in  northern  Texas,  Dr.  W.  R.  Howard  was  horn 
in  Fulton  county,  Arkansas,  September  13,  1818, 
being  a son  of  Isaac  and  Esther  (Hampton) 
Howard.  The  family  is  of  old  and  distinguished 
New  England  stock,  going  back  In  direct  line 
to  Isaac  1 toward  w ho.  as  the  first  American  rep- 
resentative of  the  name,  left  England  and  took 
up  his  residence  on  this  side  of  the  Atlantic  dur- 
ing the  colonial  da\  s.  The  progenitor  settled 
in  Rhode  Island,  and  that  famous  little  common- 
wealth lias  been  the  home  of  seven  successive  gen- 
erations of  this  fantily.  There  Dr.  Howard's 
father  was  born  and  an  uncle  of  the  former  was 
for  fifty  consecutive  temis  a member  of  the  Rhode 
Island  legislature, w hile  in  equally  honorable  ways 
other  members  of  the  family  have  pursued  their 
different  careers.  Dr.  Howard’s  mother,  who 
was  born  in  middle  Tennessee,  December  10, 
1823,  and,  at  the  age  of  eighty  years,  is  still  liv- 
ing in  IMarionville,  Mi.ssouri,  is  a member  of  the 
illustrious  Hampton  family,  made  so,  among 
others,  by  Wade  Hampton. 

'i'bc  family  borne  being  transferred  to  Ozark 
coimt\%  Missouri,  wRcn  the  son  William  was 
four  years  old.  the  latter  lived  there  until  he 
w-as  about  fifteen  years  old,  and  in  the  early 
years  of  the  war  accompanied  his  parents  to 
Manshfield,  in  the  same  state.  The  schools 
which  he  had  begun  to  attend  during  child- 
hood were  practically  suspended  durinc^  the  Civil 
conflict,  and  in  order  to  continue  his  education 
from  1863  to  1865  he  made  his  home  with  his 
grandparents  at  Foster,  Rhode  Island,  where 


he  was  a student  in  the  public  schools.  At  the 
close  of  the  war  he  returned  to  Marshfield  and 
completed  his  education  in  the  schools  of  that 
place  and  at  Springfield.  Missouri.  With  broad 
litcrar}'  knowledge  to  serve  as  the  foundation 
upon  which  to  rear  the  superstructure  of  profes- 
sional learning  he  entered  upon  the  study  of  med- 
icine in  St.  Louis  Alcdical  College  at  St.  Louis, 
Missouri,  from  wRich  he  was  graduated  in  the 
cla.ss  of  1873. 

Beginning  his  active  practice  in  Taney  coun- 
ty, Missouri,  wdicrc  he  remained  until  1875,  in 
the  latter  year  he  came  to  Texas  and  was  en- 
gaged professionally  in  Hunt  county  until  1886, 
since  which  time  he  has  been  a permanent  resi- 
dent of  Fort  Worth.  Ranking  among  the  first 
not  alone  as  a practitioner,  Dr.  Howard  is  also 
well  known  to  the  profession  in  the  state  and 
cit}-  in  connection  with  his  biological  investiga- 
tions. His  years  of  research  along  such  lines 
have  brought  to  lieht  much  that  is  recognized 
as  permanent  contributions  to  scientific  knowd- 
edge.  and  it  is  therefore  in  the  realm  of  discovery 
as  well  as  that  of  applied  science  that  his  life 
work  will  be  held  noteworthy.  At  his  residence. 
921  Cannon  avenue,  he  has  one  of  the  most  com- 
plete biological  and  bacteriological  laboratories 
in  the  country.  That  his  work  in  this  department 
of  science  is  regarded  highly  is  evident  from  the 
fact  that  he  is  the  present  incumbent  of  the  chair 
of  histology,  pathology  and  bacteriology  in  the 
medical  department  of  Fort  Worth  University, 
and  has  been  a prominent  factor  in  advancing 
that  institution  to  its  present  high  standard  of 
efficiency.  He  is  also  the  author  of  a number 
of  treatises  on  biographical  and  bacteriological 
subjects.  As  a scientist  he  has  gained  'a  wide 
reputation,  while  his  large  general  practice  indi- 
cates his  professional  standing. 

Fraternally  the  Doctor  is  a Mason.  His  chief 
relationship,  however,  is  with  the  societies  for 
the  dissemination  of  knowdedge  in  the  line  of  his 
profession  and  for  scientific  research,  belonging 
to  the  county,  state  and  North  Texas  medical 
associations,  to  the  American  Microscopical  So- 
ciety. and  is  a fellow  of  the  Texas  Academy  of 
Science. 

Dr.  How  ard  was  married  in  1873  Miss  Sa- 
rah M.  Hensley,  and  they  had  three  children, 
Isaac,  Mrs.  Abby  Logan  and  William  R.,  Jr. ; 
the  latter  died  at  the  age  of  three  and  one-half 
years.  Mrs.  Howard  died  in  1882,  and  the  Doc- 
tor subsequently  married  Airs.  Hetty  A.  Wilson, 
nee  Farmer,  w ho  is  still  living.  No  children  liave 
blessed  the  union. 
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J.  r^EN  JACKSON  is  one  of  tlic  best  known 
business  men  of  North  Texas,  especially  in  and 
about  Wichita  Falls,  where  he  at  present  has  his 
residence  and  his  principal  interests.  He  is  a 
fine  typ>e  of  the  young'  and  successful  man  of 
affairs,  and  when  he  and  his  brother  located  in 
this  city  some  dozen  years  ago  they  had  only  a 
most  modest  amount  of  rapital.  Their  enter- 
prises developed  at  a most  remarkable  r^te, 
and  this  part  of  the  country  has  received  a great 
impetus  from  their  efforts.  ^Ir.  Jackson  now  con- 
fines his  attentions  mainly  to  oil  well  operating 
and  similar  capitali.stic  ventures,  and  his  energy 
and  enterprise  have  been  dejnonstrated  effective- 
ly many  times  in  the  past  few  years. 

Mr.  Jackson  is  a native  son  of  this  state,  an  1 
his  mother,  who  is  still  living,  was  also  born  and 
reared  in  the  state  of  Texas.  He  was-  bom  in 
Dallas  county  in  1868,  being  a son  of  Frank  and 
Lizzie  (Hunter)  Jackson.  His  father  tvas  born 
in  Devonshire,  England,  at  Barnes  Farm,  where 
was  the  ancestral  home  for  several  generations 
back.  In  1848  he  accompanied  the  entire  family 
on  their  migration  to  the  United  States,  and 
with  his  brother  George  Jackson  settled  at  what 
was  known  as  Peters’  Colony  in  the  northern  part 
of  Dallas  county,  Texas.  The  father  still  lives 
on  the  same  place  where  he  settled  so  many 
years  ago,  only  a short  time  after  the  Lone  Star 
state  was  admitted  to  the  Union.  The  family 
were  among  the  first  settlers  in  Dallas  county, 
and  at  that  time  the  country  was  entirely  new- 
and  unsettled.  There  were  just  two  stores  in 
what  is  now  the  metropolitan  city  of  Dallas,  and 
from  tills  may  be  seen  how  long  and  close  has 
been  the  identification  of  the  Jackson  name  with 
northern  Texas.  Frank  Jackson  has  successful- 
ly followed  farming  all  his  life,  and  is  a prom- 
inent citizen  of  Dallas  county.  He  and  his  wife 
are  both  living,  and  they  were  married  after  he 
came  to  Texas. 

Mr.  J.  Len  Jack.son  was  reared  on  his  father’s 
farm  and  lived  at  home  until  he  was  twenty-three 
years  old.  At  that  time  he  went  to  AmariUo,  in 
tlie  Texas  Panhandle,  thfit  place  then  being  a 
typical  cowboy  town,  and  he  was  for  some  time 
employed  in  the  latge  DeBardelem  general  mer- 
chandise establishment,  which  sold  supplies  to 
cattlemen  for  hundreds  of  miles  around.  In  the 
latter  part  of  1891  he  came  to  Wichita  Falls,  and 
with  his  brother,  H.  B.  Jackson,  founded  the 
Wichita  Falls  Implement  Company.  These 
young  men  had  only  three  hundred  dollars 
apiece  at  the  beginning  of  this  enterprise,  but 
their  business  fitted  in  so  well  with  the  condi- 
tions of  the  country  and  their  progress  was  so 
permanent  and  rapid  that  when  they  sold  out 


the  estahli.shrnent  in  August,  1903,  to  \V.  A.  3.1c- 
Cutcheon  and  associates,  there  was  a record  of 
an  annual  business  done  amounting  to  two  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars.  I'he  brothers  through 
this  line  of  trade  were  brought  into  close  touch 
with  the  agricultural  interests  of  this  part  of 
the  state,  and  as  their  business  reflected  the 
growing  })ro.sperity  of  the  country  so  they  like- 
wise did  much  for  the  ujibnilding  of  the  terri- 
tory reached  by  their  custom.  Mr.  Jackson  a‘. 
present  ha.«  large  interest, s in  this  jxtrtiori  of  the 
state,  including  valuable  re.'il  e.scate  in  Wichita 
Falls  and  adjacent  county,  but  he  devote.s  most 
of  his  attention  to  oil  development.  He  has 
lands  in  the  Clay  county  oil  fields,  and  the  wells 
already  sunk  give  as  bright  prospects  as  any  in 
the  state.  He  and  hi.s  brother  are  also  together 
in  this  enterprise,  and  carry  on  business  under  the 
name  of  the  W'ichita  Falls  Oil  Company.  They 
are  developing  new  wells  all  tlie  time,  and  these 
properties  are  situated  ju.st  a mile  and  a half 
from  the  town  of  Petrolia  on  the  new  Wichita 
Falls  and  Oklalioma  Railroad. 

Mr.  Jackson  married  Mi.ss  Florence  Griggs, 
a member  of  a Collin  county  family.  They  have 
three  children,  Mabelle,  Bernice  and  J.  L.,  Jr. 

STEWART  CASTLEBERRY.  In  the  sub- 
ject of  this  pcr.sonal  review  we  hav'C  an  example 
of  that  thrift  and  material  independence  which 
always  follows  sv-stematically  and  intelligently 
directed  efforts,  of  a wonderful  achievement  in 
business  in  the  brief  period  of  a score  of  years 
and  of  a financial  triumph  of  human  effort,  un- 
interrupted by  physical  conditions  and  un- 
checked by  the  fickleness  of  man.  Such  exam- 
ples of  unusual  success,  without  the  aid  of  an 
educated  mind,  are  tnaceahle  to  a phenomenal 
mental  endowment  ainl  an  intuitiv-elv  strong  and 
penetrating  intellect.  Circumstances  willed  it 
that  Stewart  Castleberry  should  have  only  a 
peep  into  the  realm  of  knowledge,  but  .syinp;i.- 
thetic  nature  intensified  his  inttiitive  powers  and 
thereby  opened  a by-pass  around  his  enslaved 
mind  to  the  end  that  his  has  been  a u.scful 
and  wonderfully  successful  life. 

His  father  was  a physical  weakling,  a man 
never  vigorous  and  often  suffering  bodily  pain 
while  going  about  his  daily  work,  but  be  bad 
ambition,  courage  and  an  intuitive  mentality  fit 
to  father  a strong-minded  and  ambitious  son. 
His  education  was  neglected  in  childhood  almost 
to  the  pKiint  of  illiteracy,  yet  he  worked  out  a des- 
tiny that  marked  him  among  the  successful  men 
of  his  class.  He  was  a child  of  jxior  parents  and 
grew  lip  in  Upshur  county,  Texas,  and  by  rail- 
splitting and  other  manual  labor  he  laid  the  foun- 
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dation  for  die  modest  fonune  he  subsequently 
made.  When  lie  had  accumulated  about  a hun- 
dred head  of  cattle  lie  drove  them  to  the  fron- 
tier in  W'ise  county,  and  in  iS6o  appropriated  the 
rangff  on  Sandy,  northeast  of  Bridgeport,  where 
he  took  a pre-em)>tion  and  reaped  the  first  sub- 
stantial fruits  of  \ictory  on  the  trail, 

,\aron  Castleberry,  our  subject’s  father,  was, 
as  we  liavt  above  indicated,  a somewhat  remarka- 
bly coiistitmed  man.  The  records  reveal  his 
birth  year  to  have  been  1831  and  his  native  place 
a.s  Alabama.  His  father,  Williairi  Castleberry, 
brought  his  family  to  'I’exas  in  1840  and  received 
a letrgue  and  a labor  of  land  from  the  Republic 
as  a reward  for  liis  coming',  and  he  located  his 
land  in  I'pshur  county,  resided  ujwn  and  farmed 
it  till  his  death  about  1847.  was  amid  the 
environment  thus  suggested  that  Aaron  Castlc- 
lierry  passed  from  chihlhood  to  the  rcsiionsibili- 
ties  of  mature  years  and  met  and  mastered  the 
ob.stacles  wiiich  always  confront  an  uneducated 
man.  For  nine  vears  he  occupied  his  location 
on  Salt  Lake,  in  W'ise  county,  and  then  shifted 
his  interests  to  Parker  county  as  an  easier  place 
for  family  and  [.woperty  protection  against  the 
Indians,  and  there  became  one  of  the  large  and 
verv  successful  fanners  of  the  county.  W'hile  he 
still  Iield  to  cattle  as  a practically  sure  source  of 
income,  he  embarked  in  the  raising  of  corn  and 
hogs,  and  the  success  which  attended  him  rivaled 
all  ccHTiers.  At  lii.'^  death,  in  1891,  he  left  a mod- 
erate estate  to  be  shared  among  his  widow  and 
children.  During  the  rebellion  he  was  a scout 
on  the  frmitier  but  not  enlisted  in  the  regular 
Confederate  service.  He.  took  a lively  intere.st 
in  the  civil  affairs  of  hi.s  county  and  state,  but 
only  as  a citizen  with  the  public  good  at  heart  was 
tliis  intere.st  maintained,  lie  was  a professed 
Christian  an<.l  heUl  a membership  in  the  iMission- 
arv  Baptist  church. 

In  i860  Aaron  Castleberry  and  Indiana  Ten- 
nessee Nix  were  married  near  Decatur,  Texas. 
Mrs.  Ca.stlcberry  was  a daughter  of  Whlliam  Nix, 
a pioneer  of  Wi.se  b'ut  a final  settler  of  Parker 
county,  where  he  died.  The  Nixes  were  from 
Tennessee  where  Mrs.  Castleberry  was  born  in 
1840.  She  siiil  occupies  the  family  homestead 
in  Parker  county  and  is  the  mother  of;  Stewart, 
our  subject;  Eliza,  who  died  in  I’arker  county  as 
T\Irs,  W.  i>.  \u.stin ; James  of  Whse  comity; 
Nettie,  wife  of  P.  Wb  ,’vustin.  of  Parker  county  ; 
Aaron  T.,  of  W'ise  cciuniy ; and  George  E.,  of 
Cray  county.  Texas. 

\\  hile  growing  up  in  Parker  county  Stewart 
Castleberry,  who  was  born  March  i,  i-86i,  re- 
ceived little  good,  from  the  institution  called  the 
public  school.  Me  attained  the  full  vigor  of  phys- 


ical .'trength  in  the  closing  years  of  his  minority 
and  on  March  1,  1882,  when  he  reached  his 
twenty-first  year,  he  possessed  every  physical 
qualification,  together  with  industry  and  ambi- 
tion. to  begin  a successful  independent  career. 
In  1882.  he  took  a bunch  of  cattle  into  Wise 
county  for  hi.s  father  and  for  four  years  was 
chiefly  occui>ied  with  his  father’s  affairs.  He 
then  began  trading  on  his  own  account,  form- 
ing a partnership  with  Wb  A.  Shown,  an  honest 
and  ambitious  young  cow'inan  of  his  own  county, 
and  the  tvxain  made  every  move  count  and  every 
dollar  bring  two  iluring  the  continuance  of  their 
business  relations.  lie  paid  for  his  first  farm 
with  the  crop.s  that  he  raised  on  it  and  he  con- 
tinued to  buy  land  with  his  winnings  on  the  trail 
until  his  W'e.st  Fork  ranch  of  two  thousand  tw’o 
hundred  acres  and  his  Boone's  creek  ranch  and 
farm  of  nearly  eight  hundred  acres  placed  him 
among  the  large  land  owners  of  his  county  and, 
adding  his  six  hundred  head  of  cattle,  we  have 
the  material  results  achieved  within  a score  of 
years  by'  the  gentleman  hampered  by  the  condi- 
tions mentioned  in  the  introductory  observ'a- 
tions  of  this  article.  His  ranching  interests  on 
Carroll  and  Lost  creeks,  in  Jack  county,  swell 
the  grand  total  of  his  accumulations  and  mark 
him  as  one  of  the  young  men  of  W'ealth  in  the 
cattle  country  of  the  state.  He  came  to  Jack 
county'  in  i8<)8  and  his  residence  occupies  a 
sightly  elevation  overlooking  Jacksboro,  acces- 
sible to  and  at  the  very  door  of  good  schools, 
numerous  churches  and  in  touch  with  the  ele- 
ments so  essential  in  the  proper  training  of  his 
young  family. 

.April  7,  1887,  Air.  Castleberry'  married,  in 
W'ise  county,  Aliss  B.  E.,  a daughter  of  John 
Pierce.  Air.  Pierce  came  to  'Pexas  a young 
man  from  Atissonri  and  married  here  Aliss  Hulda 
Shown,  who  bore  him  the  following  children: 
Roliert.  who  died  in  Wise  county  at  the  age  of 
twenty-one  years ; Airs.  Castleberry,  born  in 
Wise  county'  .April  25,  1870;  Thomas,  of  Parker; 
Alary,  deceased : Ella,  wife  of  George  E.  Castle- 
berrt',  of  the  Panhandle  country;  Benjamin,  of 
W'  i.se  county;  and  Newton  and  William,  of  Park- 
er county.  Air.  and  Airs.  Castleberry’s  children 
are:  Bertha,  Gertrude  and  Emma. 

As  already  .stated,  Aaron  Castleberry'  removed 
his  family  from  W'ise  county  chiefly  to  escajie  the 
possible  Indian  thefts  and  massacres  which  might 
any  day  afflict  his  family,  for  strong  bands  of 
the  savages  were  continually  passing  through 
tlie  county  and  committing  dejiredations  every’ 
light  of  the  moon.  On  one  occasion  in  particular 
the  family  narrowly  escaped  death  and  that  was 
when  it  accompanied  the  father  on  a trip  to 
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Wood's  mill,  somc'fifty  miles  distant,  traveling 
with  an  ox  team.  A widow  lady  also  accompa- 
nied the  family  and  while  ascending  an  incline 
on  the  open  jirairie  the  ncighbf)r  lady  remarked, 
“Arc  those  white  men  or  Indians  driving  those 
horses  at  the  top  of  the  hill?”  and  the  father  said, 
“Why,  they  are  Indians,  of  ’cotirse,”  and  the 
wagon  was  then  enterging  from  a clump  of  tree.s 
and  with  only  a single-barrel  rifle  with  which 
to  defend  its  precious  burden.  For  some  unex- 
plained reason  the  Indians  proceeded  over  the 
rise  and  were  soon  afterward  scattered  by  white 
pursuers,  and  the  Castleberrys  continued  their 
journey  without  molest.alion. 

Like  his  father,  Stewart  Castleberry  is  a Demo- 
crat, manifests  a warm  interest  in  civil  affairs 
and  has  the  distinction  of  never  having  scratched 
a ticket  in  his  life,  always  doing  his  fighting  at 
the  primar}'. 

JOSEPFI  WTLLIAM  AKIN.  The  courts 
of  Young  county  have  known  Jo.  W.  Akin  as 
a practicing  attorney  for  fifteen  years,  the  citi- 
zenship of  the  county  have  known  him  as  pre- 
siding judge  of  their  county  court  for  nearly  five 
years  and  as  a stanch  and  stalwart  citizen  all 
his  life,  and  as  lawyer,  judge  and  private  citi- 
zen it  has  been  pleased  to  place  upon  him  the 
stamp  of  public  approval.  W'hat  stronger  evi- 
dence of  genuine  and  sterling  citizenship  can 
come  to  one  than  the  confidence  of  his  country- 
men extended  to  Iiim  through  the  medium  of  the 
secret  ballot  and  what  greater  compliment  can 
be  bestowed  than  the  public  endorsement  of  one’s 
public  and  private  acts  by  the  people  who  have 
known  him  all  his  active  life  ? 

The  w'orihy  family  which  Judge  Akin  repre- 
sents was  founded  in  the  Lone  Sbir  state  in  1867 
by  the  late  Rev.  S.  D.  ,\kin,  his  father,  who 
came  hither  from  Green  county,  Kentucky.  That 
county  and  state  was  the  birthplace  of  the  venera- 
ble Methodist  divine,  for  his  physical  life  began 
there  in  the  year  of  1815.  ^He  was  descended 
from  the  South  Carolina  Akins,  originally  Eng- 
lish, and  was  a convert  to  Oiristian  belief  in  early 
life.  He  engaged  "in  the  mini.strj"  as  a young 
man  and  was  identified  with  the  work  in  his  na- 
tive state  and  in  Texas  until  his  superannuation. 
Upon  his  advent  to  Texas  he  located  in  the  cen- 
tral part  of  the  state  and  became  a member  of  the 
Texas  Conference.  He  afterward  joined  the 
Northwest  Texas  Conference  and  retired  from 
active  ministerial  w’ork  w'hile  such.  In  1877  he 
brought  his  family  into  Young  county  and  es- 
tablished them  in  Graham,  where  he  passed  away 
in  i^l.  The  Kincheloes,  a prominent  Kentuckj' 
family,  are  closely  related  to  Judge  Akin,  his 
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mother  having  been  a daugliter  of  Judge  Jesse 
Kincheloe,  so  long  District  Judge  of  Breckin- 
ridge county,  Kentucky.  The  Kincheloes  were 
of  French  origin  and  Mary  E.,  the  mother  of  our 
subject,  was  born  in  Hardinsburg  in  the  year 
1826.  The  family  of  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Mary  Akin 
comprised  the  late  Rev.  John  E.,  who  died  at 
Fort  Worth  in  1880,  unmarried ; Mrs.  John  F. 
Neal,  of  Lyllc,  Texas;  Mary,  wife  of  W.  E. 
Kaye,  of  Fort  Worth  ; Mrs.  Jes.se  Doty,  deceased  ; 
David  R.,  a Young  county  farmer,  and  Jo.  W„ 
of  this  review. 

Judge  *\kin  was  born  in  Ivavarro  county. 
Texas,  on  the  21st  of  May,  1869,  and  passed  his 
boy-hood  and  youth  in  Graham.  After  leaving 
the  town  schools  he  spent  three  y-ears  in  the 
Georgetown  University,  and  at  the  age  of  nine- 
teen years  took  up  the  study  of  law  in  the  office 
of  Hon.  R.  F.  Arnold,  of  Graham,  and  was  ad- 
mitted to  the  bar  of  the  state  in  iS<>o,  before 
Pre.siding  Judge  P.  M.  Stine,  and  tried  his  first 
case  before  justice  George  E.  Miller  of  Young 
county.  In  1891  he  formed  a partnersliip  with 
Hon.  C.  \V.  Johnson,  one  of  the  leaders  of  the 
Young  county  bar,  and  was  connected  with  much 
of  the  leading  practice  of  the  county  until  chosen 
to  preside  over  the  county  court. 

January  i,  1900,  Judge  Akin  was  united  in 
marriage,  at  Burnet,  Texas,  with  Miss  Maggie 
Rose,  a daughter  of  J.  II.  B.  Rose,  a Presbyterian 
minister  who  came  to  Texas  from  Virginia.  The 
issue  of  this  union  was:  Roberta,  J.  W.,  Henry- 
David,  Mary'  I\I.  and  John  E. 

In  Ills  political  belief  Judge  Akin  is  Dcnuxratic 
and  in  1900  his  party  elected  him  county  judge 
to  succeed  Judge  X^ohle  J.  Timmons,  a pioneer 
and  a foremost  citizen  of  the  county.  In  1002 
Judge  Akin  was  rc-clcctcd  without  opjxisition 
and  in  1004  his  constituency  again  returned  him 
to  the  judicial  chair,  showing  their  appreciation 
of  his  .sincere  and  efficient  service  in  public  office. 
He  is  a Mason,  a Knight  of  Pythias  and  a Wood- 
man and  has  pas.sed  the  chairs  in  the  local  lodge 
of  each.  He  is  Deputy  Grand  Pilaster  of  his  Ma- 
-sonic  district  and  has  represented  the  Graham 
lodge  of  Pyflhians  in  the  State  Gr.and  Lodge.  He 
w'as  brought  up  a Christian  and  the  denomination 
of  his  father  provides  his  church  home.  He  is  ac- 
tive in  church  work  and  is  superintendent  of 
the  Sabbath-school. 

LANSON  E.  LOWRANCE.  In  taking  up 
the  history  of  Lanson  E.  Lowrance  we  announce 
him  as  being  descended  both  from  the  French 
and  the  German,  his  remote  Ancrican  ancestor, 
paternally,  having  been  a Frenchman  and  that  of 
the  maternal  side  coming  from  the  German  blood 
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of  I'cunsjivania.  ^\’he^  the  Lowrance  from 
whom  our  subject  descends  crossed  the  turbu- 
lent Atlantic  airi  ioumjed  the  family  on  our  con- 
tinem  is  not  accurately  obtainable,  but  Evelan 
Lx>wrancc,  father  of  Laiison  E.,  was  born  in 
Catawba  county.  North  Carolina,  and  it  is  be- 
lieved that  his  father  pa.s.scd  his  life  on  Ameri- 
can .soil. 

Evdan  Lowrance  was  reared  in  his  native 
county  and  reared  his  family  in  Alexander 
county,  that  state.  ITis  position  as  a trader,  slave 
owner,  tanner  and  public  officer  of  his  county 
made  him  a widely  known  personag'c,  and  he 
gathered  about  him  much  wealth  before  his 
ileath  in  1851.  He  married  a Miss  Cole,  whose 
antecedents  v\cre  Cerntan,  as  before  stated.  Of 
their  family  iiur  subject  was  the  thirteenth  child, 
only  four  of  whom  .still  live,  viz:  Jililas,  of 

North  Carolina;  Leander,  of  the  same  county; 
Alr.s.  Margaret  Mcrrcckson,  of  Yell  county.  Ar- 
kansas, and  I -an.son  E.,  of  this  sketch.  That  the 
family  was  a patriotic  one  is  indicated  by  the 
service  of  the  sons,  Nelson,  Polser,  Lanson, 
Ixie  and  Morton  in  the  anny  of  their  favorite 
Southland  during  the  period  of  the  Civil  war. 

Lanson  E.  Lowrance  was  born  in  Alexander 
count).  North  Carolina,  March  lO,  1845.  He 
gn  \v  up  amid  the  comforts  of  a lavish  home  and 
had  some  of  the  advantages  of  the  good  schools 
of  his  locality  and  time.  He  really  began  life 
when  he  became  a soldier  in  1862,  and  tlie  three 
years  he  passed  in  the  ranks  gave  him  almost  a 
veteran's  etjuipmerit  for  civil  affairs  at  the  clo.se 
of  the  w.ir.  He  joined  Company  A,  Sixth  North 
Carolina,  and  was  much  of  the  time  on  detached 
service  in  Lee’s  army  and  fought  at  Stony  creek 
and  SpoUsylvania  among  otlicr  engagements  of 
the  war.  \\  hen  l-ee’.s  army  surrendered  he  m.ade 
an  attempt  to  join  Johnston’s  arm)-,  being  deter- 
mined to  resist  to  the  end  and  never  surrender 
while  a Confederate  force  was  .still  in  the  field. 
He  yielded  to  the  inevitable,  however,  and  re- 
turned to  his  home  to  find  much  of  the  family 
property  swcf)t  away. 

To  re.sumc  life  under  the  changcxl  and  un.set- 
tlcd  conditions  following  the  war  was  to  him  in 
his  localit)  a task  indeed.  Accustomed  to  an 
outdoor  life,  a tent  or  a blanket  for  a cover  and 
the  earth  for  a bed,  it  was  many  months  before 
lie  coiihl  find  rest  upon  a real  bed.  His  military 
rambling  bred  in  him  a de.sire  to  be  out  on  the 
frontier  and  to  be  among  those  who  were  begin- 
ning life  in  a new  country.  About  this  time 
Dakota  was  being  advcrti.sed  widely  and  attrac- 
tively and  thither  he  went,  and  established  him- 
self near  the  mouih  esf  the  Janies  river,  where 
lie  opened  a new  farm.  Farming  and  stock- 


raising occupied  him  for  a number  of  years  fol- 
lowing 1866,  and  he  was  fairly  successful  at 
both.  Ho  saw  the  country  all  around  him  pass 
from  a wilderness  to  a community  of  beautiful 
homes  filled  with  people  from  all  climes  and 
representing  all  races  of  men.  He  withstood  the 
drouth,  stemmed  the  flood  and  fought  the  giant 
mosquitoes  of  the  Upper  Missouri  and  came  off 
victorious  in  the  end.  By  chance  Mr.  Lowrance ’& 
attention  was  directed  toward  Texas  when  he  had 
really  decided  to  make  his  ftiture  home  on  the 
Pacific  slope.  A Texas  lady  visiting  in  his  com- 
munity told  of  cheap  lands,  fine  climate  and  fer- 
tile soils  in  her  .state  and  aroused  an  intere.st  in. 
the  home-seekcr-to-bc  and  he  visited  the  Lone- 
Star  state  on  a prospecting  tour,  with  the  result 
that  he  brought  his  family  here  and  in  Jack 
county  he  has  since  made  his  home.  In  selecting 
a home  Mr.  Lowrance  chose  a tract  five  miles 
west  of  Jacksboro  on  the  T.  C.  S.  survey,  where 
he  owns  two  hundred  and  eighty-three  acres  and 
where  he  resided  until  he  purchased  two 
hundred  and  six  acres  on  the  V’'andever  sur- 
vey, somewhat  nearer  to  the  county  seat.  The 
general  work  of  the  farm  absorbs  him  and  the 
remnant  of  his  once  large  family  claims  his  par- 
ental care.  The  same  zeal  and  the  same  energy 
possess  him  as  of  old,  but  the  weight  of  years 
has  brought  the  calm  of  seriousness  and  bodily- 
vigor  is  on  the  wane.  Still  the  active  head  of 
the  family,  the  promptings  of  duty  control  him 
and  he  acce  nplishes  results  akin  to  the  days  of 
his  youth. 

In  Alarcl , 1868,  Mr.  Lowrance  married 

Apelin  Otti.son,  a daughter  of  a Norwegian  tailor 
and  farmer  and  a man  of  much  intellectual  attain- 
ment. Mrs.  l.owrance  was  born  in  the  state  of 
Iowa  in  1854  and  died  in  1899.  tier  children 
arc:  Norman,  who  married  Kate  iMcMurtrv  and 
is  a Jack  county  farmer;  Eugene,  whose  wnfe 
was  Alyrtle  Ma)’o,  lives  near  his  father ; Daisy, 
wife  of  Lee  Shaw,  of  'i'yrone,  Oklalioma ; and 
John  and  Willia  complete  the  family.  Mr,  Lovv'- 
rance  has  given  little  thought  to  matters  of  poli- 
tics and  no  time  to  its  active  manipulation.  He  is 
a Democrat,  as  were  his  immediate  ancestors 
and  his  citizenship  is  of  that  character  which 
numbers  him  among  all  good  men. 

CAPTAIN  ED  DUGGAN,  the  present 
county  and  district  clerk  of  San  Angelo,  is  num- 
bered among  the  native  sons  of  the  Lone  Star 
state,  his  birth  occurring  on  a farm  on  the  Colo- 
rado river  below  Austin,  September  19,  1840,  a 
son  of  Hon.  Thomas  H.  and  Elizabeth  (Berry) 
Duggan.  Thomas  H.  Duggan,  a native  of  IMissis- 
sippi,  came  to  Texas  in  1839,  first  settling  in  Tra- 
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v’is  county  on  the  Colorado,  where  the  birth  of  his 
son  Ed  occurred,  and  this  place  is  now  called 
Webbervilk.  The  family  home  was  there  main- 
tained until  the  Indians  became  so  troublesome 
tlrat  a removal  became  necessary  and  they  went 
to  the  coast,  locating  at  Port  I.avaca.  On  ac- 
count of  the  mother’s  declining  health  another 
move  was  made  in  1845,  to  Seguin,  Guadalupe 
county,  and  there  Mr.  Duggan  became  active  in 
the  pK)litical  history  of  the  state,  having  served 
as  a member  of  the  state  senate  for  several  terms. 
His  death  occurred  in  Seguin,  as  did  also  that  of 
his  w’ife  several  years  later,  w'hcn  she  had  reached 
the  age  of  eighty-five  years.  She,  too,  was  born 
in  Mississippi. 

The  early  years  of  Captain  Duggan’s  life  were 
spent  at  Seguin,  where  his  early  educational 
training  was  supplemented  by  a term  at  the 
famous  Chappel  Hill  College.  His  first  business 
venture  was  in  the  mercantile  line,  but  as  he  was 
needed  to  assist  his  father  he  sold  his  interests 
and  engaged  with  his  father  in  the  stock  business, 
thus  continuing  until  the  breaking  out  of  the 
war.  Enlisting  in  Company  D,  Fourth  Texas 
Infantry,  he  was  made  lieutenant  of  the  company 
and  sent  to  the  Army  of  V^irginia,  where  begin- 
ning with  the  battle  of  Chickahominy  Swamp  he 
was  in  all  the  engagements  up  to  and  including 
that  of  Antietam,  among  them  being  the  seven 
days’  fight  at  Richmond,  Elkins’  Landing,  Wade’s 
Ford,  Seven  Pines,  second  battle  of  Manassas 
and  Lookout  Mountain.  His  military  career  is 
one  which  wdll  ever  redound  to  his  honor  as  a 
loyal  and  devoted  son  of  the  republic,  and  to  no 
one  can  greater  honor  be  paid  than  to  him  who 
aids  in  holding  high  the  standard  which  repre- 
sents the  deeper  principles  of  liberty.  Immediate- 
ly after  the  close  of  the  struggle  Mr.  Duggan 
started  a small  mercantile  business  at  Prairie  Lee, 
near  Seguin,  but  later  disposed  of  that  industry 
and  until  the  year  1877  followed  farming  in 
Guadalupe  county.  In  that  year  he  came  to 
western  Texas  and  soon  afterward  located  in 
Tom  Green  county,  with  "whose  interests  he  has 
ever  since  been  prominently  identified.  Engag- 
ing extensively  in  the  sheep  industry,  he  became 
the  owner  of  a large  ranch  thirty  miles  south  of 
San  Angelo,  which  he  continued  to  operate  until 
it  was  sold  in  1893.  In  the  meantime,  in  1888, 
he  was  elected  county  and  district  clerk,  to  which 
position  he  has  since  been  rc-elected  every  two 
years,  the  last  few’  years  without  opposition. 

In  Seguin  Mr.  Duggan  was  united  in  marriage 
to  Miss  Julia  Coorpender,  and  they  have  one  .son, 
Ed  Duggan,  Jr.  Their  eldest  son,  Thomas  L, 
died  in  May,  1899.  Mr.  Duggan  is  a prominent 


member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity,  in  which  he 
has  attained  the  Knight  Templar  degree. 

SAMUEL  T.  MARRS.  One  of  the  most 
honored  residents  of  ilansfield,  Samuel  T.  Marrs 
is  a native  son  of  Tarrant  county,  his  birth  hav- 
ing occurred  on  his  father’s  farm  six  miles  east 
of  IMansfield.  and  in  this  portion  of  the  Lone  Star 
state  his  entire  life  has  been  passed.  His  father, 
A.  K.  Marrs,  was  liorn  and  reared  in  Kentucky, 
of  Scotch  ancestry,  and  was  numbered  among 
the  early  Texas  pioneers  of  1857.  at  which  time 
he  located  on  a farm  near  Mansfield  in  Tarrant 
couiitv,  there  spending  the  remainder  of  his  life. 
He  w?.s  a Confederate  soldier  of  the  Civil  War, 
serving  throughout  the  conflict,  and  the  hard- 
ships and  exposure  which  he  suffered  therein 
so  undermined  his  health  that  he  never  afterward 
regained  his  full  strength  and  vigor.  After  com- 
ing to  'I'exa.s  he  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Nancy  Ragland,  a native  also  of  Kentucky,  but 
her  parents'  arrival  in  Texas  antedated  that  of 
hlr.  IMarrs’.  This  worthy  ]>ioneer  couple  nobly 
performed  their  full  .share  in  the  development 
of  their  community,  and  were  loved  and  honored 
by  all  who  had  the  pleasure  of  their  acquaintance. 

Their  son,  Samuel  T.  Marrs.  was  born  May 
18.  1859,  and  was  reared  to  mature  years  on  the 
old  homestead  farm,  receiving  his  educational 
training  priricipallv  in  ^lansfield.  When  the  time 
came  for  him  to  enter  upon  the  active  duties  of 
life  for  himself  he  chose  the  occupation  of  his 
father,  and  farming  has  always  claimed  a large 
part  of  his  time  and  attention.  In  this  field  of 
endeavcm  he  has  been  eniineiiily  succes.sful,  and 
his  operations  arc  conducted  on  strictly  business 
principles.  He  is  now  the  owner  of  five  farms, 
the  homestead  being  located  ea.st  of  town,  in 
the  neighliorhood  of  his  birthplace.  'I  he  first 
business  venture  of  Mr.  .Marrs  outside  of  hi.s 
fanning  operations  was  as  ;i  biiwr  and  'hiT)per 
of  live  st(.>ck  at  Mansfield,  in  which  he  was  suc- 
cessfully engaged  for  some  years,  and  be  then 
turned  his  attention  to  the  grocery  business. 
Eighteen  months  later,  however,  lie  abandoned 
that  occupation  for  the  hardware  Ini'-iness,  which 
he  conducted  for  a short  time,  and  in  A]>ril,  1004, 
he  organized  and  became  the  president  of  the 
First  -National  Bank  of  Mansfield,  wliieh  h.a.s  had 
a prosperous  and  successful  career,  and  the  du- 
ties of  wliich  now  occupy  all  of  liis  attention 
outside  of  his  fanning  interests.  The  capital 
stock  of  the  hank  is  tw’cntj'-five  thousand  dollars, 
the  majoriti'  of  which  is  owned  by  Mansfield 
citizens  and  suiTOundiiig  fanners.  Tins  is  re- 
garded a.s  one  of  the  most  reliable  financial  con- 
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ccrn~  of  ihc  couril)',  and  iis  conslaiUly  growing 
busine'S  attest-  it.-  poimlarity. 

Mr.  -Marr.-  liiarriC'!  Mi.ss  Mattie  C.  Back,  a 
daughter  of  .Major  ].’>ack.  anil  they  have  had 
.sevi-n  diildren,  thr  living  being  Gordie  ]\I.,  Nona 
L..  .-Uitie  M..  Enla.  Aiaggie  L.  and  Ruth.  Tlte 
iliirif  child,  tjra,  i-  decea.sed.  lii  In-  fraternal 
relarioas  iMr.  .Marrs  i.s  a prominent  M.a.son. 

Id'RRA'  r.  IhAFiR.  Jk.,  proniinentl)  identified 
w ith  the  carl)  develvipineiu  as  well  as  later  prog- 
re—  in  iMoniaguc  connlv  and  a recognized  learler 
in  public  affairs,  has  -erved  as  treasurer  of  the 
countv.  and  in  office  and  out  of  it,  has  heen  the 
cl  lampion  of  iiian  v progre-sive  public  nicasure.s. 
Me  wa.s  liorn  in  Washington  county,  .Vrkansa.s, 
.April  2(1,  1S33,  hi.s  parents  being  Berry  T.  and 
Martha  1 George)  Parr,  who  were  native.s  of 
Tennessee,  where  they  were  married.  In  the 
pfierntil  line  the  famih  is  of  English  lineage  and 
the  finec.siors  in  liiigland  were  connected  with 
the  nobility.  'I'hey  filled  varioits  positions  in 
connection  with  affairs  cd  the  nation  and  were 
verv  active  in  ]iublic  life  there.  Unto  the  grand- 
parents of  our  subject  were  born  .seven  diildren; 
Tames,  who  wa.s  a pit’neer  of  I'exas  and  died  in 
this  state:  W'iliiam.  wlio  also  pa.sscd  away  in 
Te.xas  : Zchuktii  and  AIo.sc.s.  who  died  in  Tennes- 
see; Rerrv  T.,  the  father  of  tnir  subjeerf,  Dlr.s. 
Eliza  SherrdI ; and  Mrs.  Ahernathv'.  The  famih 
were  lueinliers  (if  the  Primitive  Da]>tis,i  church. 

Berry  T.  Parr,  .''■r.,  was  reared  in  the  state  of 
his  nativirv  and  there  engaged  in  farming  until 
after  the  1 irt.li  of  eight  of  hi.s  children.  .About 
1831  lie  removed  with  his  family  to  .Arkansas, 
settling  in  Wa-hington  county,  which  wa.s  then 
a new  and  unclevclojied  region.  ATuch  of  the 
land  was  ^till  in  po.-.-es.-ii.ni  of  the  government, 
having  not  heen  daiine«l  by  the  .-eitlers  and  the 
ilistrict  in  whidi  he  located  became  known  as 
Parr  1’rairie.  He  was  a minister  of  the  Cumber- 
land Prc-ln  icrian  church  and  did  much  towarii 
prciiiiotiiig  tile  iiiorai  development  of  his  part  of 
the  -tate.  being  actively  engaged  in  niinisteriai 
work  in  connecti<>n  with  liis  farming  jiursuit.-. 
He  remained  in  Xrkan.sas  until  tlic  fall  of  1837, 
when  he  went  to  .\lis.-onri.  settling  in  Barrv 
Ci'Uiiiv.  where  he  purdia.sed  land  and  developed 
;ni('4lvsr  farm,  lie  was.  again  a pioneer  minister 
e.f  that  localitv  aiul  was  soon  called  to  regular 
cb.argc.-.  He  iwoved  a faithful  and  safe  guide  to 
llic  jHOple  ill  their  moral  growth  and  liis  inlluence 
V - of  no  rc-tricted  ('rder.  He  died  on  the  old 
honustea'l  there  in  April,  ikpo,  leaving  behind 
him  the  [■•ricele-s  heritage  of  an  imtaniished 
name.  In  [>olitic.s  lie  wa-  a Democrat  and  al 
though  he  n> \cr  .sought  or  desired  office  was 


callei.l  by  hi.s  fellow  countrymen  to  the  position 
of  iii.-tice  of  the  peace.  TIis  wife  survived  him 
for  three  years,  pms.sing  away  in  1852.  She,  too, 
wa.s  a member  of  the  Cumberland  Presbv-terian 
cliurch  and  a mast  worthy  Christian  woman. 
Their  diildren  were  as  follows:  John  O.,  an 
ordained  minister  of  the  Cumberland  Presby- 
terian church,  who  a,-si.sted  in  religious  work  in 
several  comities  in  Texas  and  died  in  this  state; 
Eliza  R.,  who  came  to  Tcxa.s  in  1853,  married 
R.  Price;  Jesse  C.,  who  died  in  Denton  county, 
Texas  in  1881  : Elzira.  w Ito  became  the  wife  of  C, 
C.  I’orter,  a Cumberlaml  Presbyterian  minister, 
and  later  married  S.  B.  .Abernathy,  akso  a Cumber- 
land Presbyteri-an  mini.-tcr;  James  H..  who  i.s  liv'- 
ing  in  Erath  county,  Texa.s,  at  the  ripe  old  age  of 
eighty  year.-  ; A.  J.,  who  died  in  .\rkan,sas  : Z.  H., 
who  died  in  Denton  county  : Pressley  O.,  who  died 
at  Alallard,  Texa.s;  Afrs.  Martha  Jarrett;  Berry 
T. ; and  Alvina  T„  who  became  the  wife  of  M. 
-\.  Sappington  and  died  in  1904.  All  reached 
.adult  age  and  became  members  of  the  Cumber- 
land Pre.-byterian  church. 

Berrv  T.  Parr  wa.s  horn  in  Arkansas  and  with 
his  parent,-  removed  to  Mis.-ouri,  where  he  re- 
mained until  twenty  years  of  age.  In  1854  he 
came  to  Texas  and  in  the  fall  of  1855  settled  in 
Grayson  county,  making  a home  with  hi.s  brother. 
Later  he  bought  two  hundred  acres  of  land  in 
Denton  conntv'.  which  he  farmed  until  November, 
tS6],  when  he  cnli.sted  in  Grayson  countv,  be- 
coming ordinance  sergeant  on  the  .staff  of  Colonel 
Joe  Harris.  He  .served  with  the  Chickasaw 
Battalion  largely  in  the  Indian  Territory,  being 
at  Fort  .\rbucklc  and  also  at  F'ort  AlcCulloch. 
C)n  account  of  di.sabiiity,  however,  he  received 
an  honorable  discharge  and  returned  to  Grayson 
county,  where  he  resinned  farming.  He  ak-o 
liandlcd  horses  and  afterward  cattle. 

.Air.  Parr  was  fir.-t  married  in  Denton  county 
in  i,8f)0  to  Mi.ss  Sarah  E.  Coleman,  a nativ’c  of 
Kentucky  and  a daughter  of  Richard  Coleman, 
who  lieloiiged  to  one  of  tlie  old  families  of 
that  slate  and  became  a prominent  resident  of 
Texas,  coming  to  this  state  after  the  Civil  war. 
Mr.  Parr  lo.st  hi.s  first  wife  about  .six  months 
after  their  marriage  and  in  1S72  he  wedded  Alice 
J.  Hodges,  who  was  liorn  in  Kentucky  in  No- 
veinher.  1840.  a daughter  of  the  Rev’.  Charles  B. 
Hodges,  a Cumberland  Pre.sbylerian  minister  of 
Kentuckv’,  wlio  wa.s  ordained  there  in  1851. 
Later  he  removed  to  Platt  county.  Missouri,  and 
bpeatne  a regular  circuit  rider  in  the  Pre.sbytery 
there.  In  tSf/l  he  removed  to  Dallas.  Texas, 
where  he  purchased  a home  and  settled  his  fam- 
ily, after  which  he  made  a Im.siness  triyi  to  Xc-- 
bra-ka  < ily.  .Nebraska.  Not  long  after  his 
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return  he  removed  to  Ellis  county,  Texas, 
where  he  settled  upon  a farm  and  also 
accepted  a pastorate.  In  1871-  he  took 

his  family  to  Grayson  county,  where  he 
again  began  tlie  development  of  a farm  and  at 
the  .same  time  acted  as  minister  for  a church  of 
tliat  locality.  I'he  year  1898  witnesses]  his  removal 
to  Nocona,  where  he  remained  until  his  death  in 
November,  1901,  when  he  was  seventy-nine  t ears 
of  age.  He  led  a very  busy,  useful  and  honor- 
able life  and  was  a most  devoted  member  of  the 
Cumberland  Presbyterian  church,  liaving  un- 
shaken faith  in  its  teachings.  His  wife  yet  sur- 
vives and  makes  her  home  in  Nocona.  She  is  a 
daughter  of  William  Gooch,  a native  of  Virginia, 
W'ho  went  to  Kentuclc}'  at  an  early'  <lay  and  be- 
came a farmer  and  slave  owner  tliere.  He  was  a 
gentleman  of  high  attainments  and  was  reared  in 
the  Baptist  church,  with  which  he  always  affili- 
ated but  was  never  a member.  He  was  of  Irish 
descent  and  he  remained  a resident  of  Kentucky 
until  his  death.  He  served  under  Gcncnal  Jack- 
son  in  tire  battle  of  New  Orleans  in  the  war  of 
1812  and  was  a patriotic  and  honored  citizen.  In 
his  family'  were  eleven  children : Polly,  who 

became  Mrs.  Hawks  and  afterrvard  IMrs.  Cun- 
ningliam ; Mrs.  Tabitha  Conyers ; .,M>ner,  who 
died  in  Kentucky' ; Dorcas,  the  w ife  of  Rev.  C.  E. 
Hodges;  Mrs.  Martha  Williams;  Sarah  F.,  the 
wife  of  J.  Cann ; Elizabeth,  the  w'ife  of  Jackson 
Ginn;  James,  who  died  at  the  age  of  twenty-one 
years ; Juda ; ilrs.  Louisa  Figgett ; and  Thomas, 
a farmer,  .All  of  the  family  W’cre  connected  w'ith 
the  Cumberland  Presby'terian  church. 

In  tire  family  of  Rev.  Charles  B.  Hotlges  there 
were  five  children ; .Mice  J.,  now  Mrs.  Parr ; 
Samuel  H.,  an  attorney  at  law  at  Wichita  Falls, 
Texas ; Mary  B.,  the  w'ife  of  Charles  Wright ; 
William,  a practicing  physician  w’ho  died  in 
Grayson  county,  Texas;  and  Jesse  G.,  a fanner 
of  this  county. 

Mr.  Parr  first  carried  on  farming  in  Denton 
county,  but  in  1873  sold  his  property'  there  and 
in  1875  came  to  Montague  county.  Here  he 
purchased  a pre-emption  claim  and  ultimately  re- 
ceived his  patent  to  one  hundred  and  si.xty  acres 
of  land.  To  this  he  afterward  added  until  he 
owned  five  hundred  and  thirty-five  acres.  He  now 
ow'ns  but  fourteen  acres  of  his  original  holdings, 
but  has  other  property'.  He  is  now  living  in 
Nocona,  and  has  retired  from  active  husincs.s. 
In  his  farming  operations  he  w'as  .successful, 
owing  to  his  practical  methods  and  keen  dis- 
crimination in  business  affairs.  lie  has  taken  a 
very  active  part  in  church  work  and  was  ap- 
pointed Sunday-school  missionary  by  the  ,\meri- 
can  Sunday  School  Board  of  Missions,  in  which 
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capacity  lie  served  for  eight  year.s.  In  politics  he 
is  an  unfaltering  Democrat  and  has  labored 
earnestly  for  the  succesr-  ajul  growth  of  his  party. 
He  has  attended  county  cc'irventions  and  m 1882 
was  elected  connty  treasurer  but  has  never  been 
an  aspirant  for  public  office.  He  has,  liowc-ver, 
always  manife.'-Ted  a deep  and  helpful  interest  in 
yrrogressive  pulilic  measures  and  his  labors  have 
heen  atteiidevl  by  a gratifying  measure  of  pros- 
perity in  his  business  .career. 

C.APT-MN  1.  II.  B*. XiGESS,  whose  re.sielence 
in  Montague  county  dates  from  pioneer  times  to 
the  present,  was  born  in  Meigs  county,  Teniies- 
.see,  on  the  5th  of  .November.  1835.  Ilis  father. 
.Abijah  Boggess,  was  a native  of  North  Carolina 
and  soon  after  his  marriage  to  Ali.ss  Susan  ,E. 
Cordon,  likewi.se  a native  of  that  state,  removed 
to  Meigs  C(>unty,  Tennessee,  then  a new  and  un- 
dcv'eloped  region.  He  was  of  Iridi  lineage  and 
his  wife  of  French  descent.  He  assisted  in  the 
removal  of  the  Indians  from  Tennessee  and 
served  under  Cenenal  Jackson  in  the  war  <d  1812 
at  tire  battle  of  New  Orleans.  lie  became  a per- 
sonal friend  of  General  Jackson,  for  whom  he 
entertained  the  warmest  admiration.  ,Mr.  Bog- 
gess, prospering  in  his  business  affairs,  became  a 
large  land  owner  and  extensive  planter.  He  had 
many  slaves  and  was  recognized  as  a factor  in 
the  l(>cality  in  which  he  resided.  His  holdings 
in  bank  stock  were  also  e.xtensive  and  he  was  a 
director  of  the  hank  and  for  many  years  loaned 
money.  He  recognized  business  possibiliries  and 
the  oirportunities  for  dcvelopmeiiT  in  his  coiinly 
.and  his  efforts  were  instrumental  in  promoting 
public  progrc.s,s.  In  politics  he  was  a very  stanch 
I.)era<,)crat  ami  his  labors  largely  promoted  the 
party  ’s  success.  He  look  an  active  interest  in 
campaign  work,  was  a fluent  speaker  and  stanch 
advocate  of  party  mea.sures.  At  the  time  of  the 
Civil  war  he  advocated  secession  and  labored 
earnestly  for  the  Confederacy.  .At  the  outbreak 
of  the  war  he  was  placed  at  the  head  of  a minute 
company  and  assisted  in  di.sarming  all  of  the 
neutral  men  of  that  locality  and  there  were  many. 
.All  firearms  of  every  description,  including  shot- 
guns and  rifles,  that  coul<l  Ire  picked  upi  were  se- 
cured. When  that  work  was  accomplished  Mr. 
Boggess  continued  to  give  of  his  time  ;ui<l  money 
for  the  advancement  of  the  cause  of  the  Confed- 
eracy. The  Fcelerali.st.s  were  very  suspicious  of 
him  and  his  life  was  often  in  danger  and  he  was 
frequently  placed  under  arrest.  His  many  Re- 
puhlican  friends,  however,  were  alw.ays  ready  to 
protect  him,  for  though  they  were  opposed  to  him 
politicallv  they  knew  him  to  he  an  upright,  honor- 
able man,  one  who  was  straightforward  in  all 
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de;iliiiy>.  I’l-furr  ihe  close  of  the  war  he  was 
iiiaik  a prisoner  hiu  was  released  by  Andrew 
folinsiiii.  the  ])rovisional  governor.  iSoth  armies 
passed  thronO’  his  section  of  the  country  and  re- 
gardless of  the  needs  of  his  family  they  took 
e\er\lhin<4  that  they  could  secure  from  his  plan- 
tation, d'hey  also  burned  the  fences  and  dwell- 
inj(  and  left  his  place  almost  in  ruins,  so  that  the 
earniiic.,  of  a lifetime  were  swe])t  away  and  he 
had  little  kft  at  the  cIo.m'  of  the  war  save  his 
l;m<l.  1 lowever,  he  ]>rospercd  aj^ain  after  hos- 
tilities had  ceased  and  trained  a competency  for 
old  af^e.  He  died  upon  the  old  family  home- 
stead in  i88S.  while  his  wife  passed  away  in  1868. 
Roth  were  deviated  members  of  the  ^lelhodist 
church.  Mrs.  P>oga4css  was  a daughter  of  Simon 
T.  (Iordan  of  North  Carolina,  who  bocanie  a well 
known  and  inllueiitial  iilaiuer  of  Tenne.ssee,  being 
a tvpical  rciiresentative  of  the  old  sc>uthern  gen- 
tleman. In  his  family  were  tveo  sons  and  two 
daughters:  Thomas,  a farmer:  Simon,  a physi- 
cian; Mrs.  Susan  P.oggess ; and  IMrs.  Patsy 
•McGinnis. 

in  the  faniilv  of  f\Ir.  and  Mrs.  Abijah  Ijoggess 
th(  re  were  ten  children:  ,8imon,  wdio  follows 

agricultural  pursuits ; .Abijah,  w ho  was  colonel 
of  the  Twenty-sixth  Tennessee  Regiment  in  the 
t ivil  war  and  was  killeil  in  the  last  fight  after 
(jeneral  Lee  had  surrendered;  John,  who  served 
throughout  the  war;  I.  H„  of  this  review:  Mrs, 
\ estv  L.itham : Airs.  Jane  Sharp:  Sarah,  the 
wife  of  J.  Sharp;  Mrs.  F.meline  Stockton;  Susan 
h...  ivho  became  the  w ife  of  Gajitain  W.  1'.  .Moore 
and  ilied  at  Paris.  Texas:  and  I'exana.  wdio  mar- 
ried Colonel  Cate  and  dii,d  in  Paris,  'I'exas. 

1,  H,  llogfu-css  remaineil  under  the  parental 
roof  u)>  to  the  time  of  his  marriage  in  1859.  He 
had  been  reared  n]>on  his  father’s  plantation  and 
had  acquired  a lilieral  education,  attending  the 
common  schcKils  and  afterward  Alars  Hill  .Acad- 
emy. \\  hni  he  was  married  he  began  farming 
cm  his  own  account  near  the  old  homestead, 
where  he  remained  until  the  ojieiiiiig  of  the  war. 
He  then  as.--isted  in  raising-  Captain  I’h's  com- 
and  ( nlisted  as  a private.  The  company 
was  attached  to  (..'oloiicl  AlcKinzic’s  Regiment 
of  I avalry  and  soon  afterward  entered  active  ser- 
vice. .Mr.  Poggess  was  made  eoniiuissary  of  the 
regimi  u-L  with  the  rank  of  captain  and  con- 
tiinied  on  active  diitv  until  taken  prisoner  with 
rruiny  nil-n.rs  mar  Strawberry  P’lains  in  1864. 
He  wa^  held  for  eight  months,  during  which  time 
lie  was  ci>mj«.lled  to  work  on  the  fortifications 
and  hreastworks  and  also  perform  otltcr  labor 
for  protecting  tlie  Federal  army.  After  eight 
liiomhs  some  of  till-  prisoners  were  exchanged, 
t apiain  Roggess  among  the  nurnber.  He  re- 


joined his  command,  then  on  the  line  between 
Tennessee  and  A'irginia,  and  afterward  acted  as 
an  independent  scout  for  the  regiment  until  the 
close  of  the  war.  When  I^ee  surrendered  he  was 
scouting  in  northern  Tennessee. 

Captain  Boggess  then  went  to  Mississippi 
and  w-as  cmployetl  as  overseer  and  manager  of  a 
large  plantation.  Subsequently  he  engaged  in 
merchandising  in  Mississippi  for  two  years  and 
then  went  to  Alurfreeshoro,  Tennessee,  w-here  he 
soM  goods  and  engaged  in  auctioneering.  He  re- 
mained there  until  1869,  when  he  came  to  Texas, 
settling  at  the  head  of  Elm  Creek,  where  he 
bought  land  anil  soon  erected  a double  log  cabin. 
He  brought  with  him  a supjjly  of  goods  such  as 
is  needed  hy  cattle  drovers,  hauling  the  goods 
from  Jeft'erson.  Texa.s,  for  several  years.  His 
was  the  only  .stopping  place  for  a lor^  distance 
and  he  received  a lilieral  patronage.  When  he 
had  to  entertain  his  customers  he  furnished  them 
with  blankets  and  they  slept  upon  the  counter 
and  on  the  floor  of  his  store.  Soon  after  estab- 
lishing the  mercantile  Inisiness,  however,  he  em- 
ployed help  to  conduct  his  store  anil  gave  much 
of  his  time  to  the  cattle  trail.  He  aftervrard 
estahli.shcd  another  supply  house  at  Red  River 
Station,  known  as  the  La.st  Chance,  where  he 
employed  a good  man,  thus  ])rofitably  conilucting 
both  mercantile  enterprises.  He  continued  to 
successfully  handle  cattle  and  he  bought  and 
sold  large  herds,  which  he  drove  to  the  north. 
He  would  buy  broken  down  cattle  from  drovers, 
feed  them  ami  place  them  in  good  condition  and 
in  his  work  he  was  very  successful,  continuing 
the  enteiqjrise  until  the  latter  part  of  1869.  Mr. 
Roggess  about  that  time  was  instrumental  in 
.lecuring  the  establishment  of  a po.stoffice  at  the 
licad  of  Elm  Creek,  hut  having  been  an  officer  in 
the  Confederate  army  he  could  not  be  commis- 
sioned. Ho  had  in  his  employ,  how’ever,  a soldier 
who  had  been  in  the  Federal  army,  James  Gor- 
don hy  name,  who  was  commissioned  and  acted 
as  po.stniasicr. 

There  were  ver>-  few  settlers  in  this  part  of  the 
state  when  C aptain  Rogge.ss  took  u]>  his  abode 
here.  'The  work  of  fanning  had  not  yet  been  be- 
gun, the  aitenu'on  of  the  white  men  being  given 
to  cattle-raising,  but  soon  people  began  to  arrive 
and  undert.ake  the  work  of  c-ultivating  the  soil. 
The  hostile  Indians  were  driven  out  from  the 
countrv  and  there  were  hut  few'  raids  after  Cap- 
tain Tloggi-ss  arrived.  In  18^2  he  admitted  Joe 
Howell  to  a partnership  in  his  business  and  pur- 
chasi'd  three  hundred  and  tw'cnty  acres  of  land 
from  the  .A.  Kctclniiri  survey.  He  then  platted 
the  town  of  Saint  Jo,  giving  to  it  the  name  of  his 
partner.  In  the  work  of  ujtbuilding  and  improve- 
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inent  in  the  town  he  took  a most  active  interest 
and  gave  lots  for  the  building  of  churches  and 
also  to  people  who  would  erect  substantial  build- 
ings thereon.  He  also  built  a stone  Store  house 
and  with  his  partner  he  increased  his  stock-rais- 
ing interests  and  conducted  a large  dry  goods 
business  in  the  town.  Here  he  again  secured  a 
postoffice  and  for  many  years  acted  as  post- 
master. A very  enterprising  and  progressive  busi- 
ness man,  he  added  to  his  lands  until  he  owned 
exten.sive  tracts  and  he  is  still  the  owner  of  three 
large  farms  and  much  town  property.  The  orig- 
inal double  log  cabin  he  first  builded  is  yet  doing 
service,  but  it  has  been  wcatherboarded  and  placed 
in  excellent  repair.  He  retains  the  ownership  of 
it  and  regards  it  as  a relic  of  the  early  days,  for  it 
was  in  this  cabin  that  he  lived  and  kept  his  store 
and  postoffice  and  entertained  the  travelifig  pub- 
lic. Dr.  Crump  also  had  his  office  in  this  cabin. 

I^ter  Mr.  Boggess  built  a commodious  two- 
story  frame  residence  on  the  same  tract  of  land 
where  he  yet  resides  and  from  this  place  can  be 
seen  the  old  cabin,  which  remains  as  a memento 
of  pioneer  times.  He  continued  in  merchandising 
until  1887,  when  he  closed  out  the  business  and 
has  since  given  his  attention  to  real  estate  dealing 
and  the  management  of  his  property  interests.  In 
the  early  days  when  the  county  was  sparsely  set- 
tled it  was  necessary  that  there  should  be  a notary 
public  in  order  to  record  It^al  transactions  and 
Captain  Boggess  was  appointed  to  the  office, 
which  he  still  fills.  During  this  time  he  has  is- 
sued many  legal  documents  and  he  is  now  the 
oldest  notary  in  the  county.  His  business  career 
in  Montague  county  has  been  successful  and  but 
few  white  men  in  this  section  of  the  state  arc 
better  known. 

Captain  Boggess  has  been  married  twice.  In 
Termessee  he  wedded  Miss  Rhoda  R.  Neal,  who 
was  born  in  that  state,  a daughter  of  Pryor  Neal, 
a leading  fanner  of  that  state.  He  was  a stanch 
Democrat,  active  and  helpful  in  campaign  work 
and  strongly  advocated  the  secession  movement, 
but  was  too  old  for  active  military  service  at  the 
time  of  the  Civil  war.  He  belonged  to  the  Baptist 
church  and  he  died  in  the  old  family  homestead. 
His  children  were : Mary,  the  wife  of  J.  Thomas ; 
Lee  and  John  R.,  ivho  were  soldiers  in  the  Con- 
federate arnn  ; Mrs.  Lu  Stewart ; Molly,  who 
died  in  early  womanhood ; Rhoda  R.,  who  be- 
came Mrs.  Boggess  ; and  Thomas  and  Polk,  who 
were  confederate  soldiers.  Captain  Boggess  1)V 
his  first  marriage  had  tw'o  children;  Susan  E., 
the  wife  of  A.  Galliher,  now-  of  California,  and 
John  B.,  a prominent  merchant,  farmer  and  post- 
master in  Tennessee.  Mrs.  Rhoda  Boggess  died 
in  Tennessee  in  1867  in  the  faith  of  the  Baptist 


church,  of  which  she  was  a devoted  member,  and 
Captain  Boggess  was  again  married  in  Texas, 
December  22,  1874,  to  Miss  Barbara  A.  McClain, 
who  was  born  in  Kentucky  and  is  a daughter  of 
.Vlcxandcr  H.  and  Mary  A.  (Cates)  McClain, 
also  natives  of  Kentucky,  whence  they  came  to 
Texas  in  1870,  settling  first  in  Tarrant  county, 
whence  in  1873  they  removed  to  Montague 
county.  The  father  purchased  land  and  improved 
a farm  and  he  also  handled  some  stock.  His 
political  support  was  given  the  Democracy.  He 
died  in  1894,  respected  by  all  w'ho  knew  him, 
and  his  wife  3'et  survives,  making  her  home 
in  Saint  Jo.  She  is  a worthy  member  of  the 
Christian  church.  Their  children  w-ere:  George 
W.,  of  Alaska;  Sarilda,  the  w'ife  of  J.  Gardner; 
Barbara  A„  now  Mrs.  Boggess ; S.  Jackson,  of 
the  Indian  Territory;  Nettie,  who  died  in  child- 
hood; Mrs.  VVittie  Rufus;  and  Mrs.  Gertrude 
E.  McFisher. 

Captain  and  Mrs.  Boggess  have  four  children : 
Abijah,  who  is  a banker  of  Gainesville,  Texas ; 
Eliza  B.,  the  wife  of  A.  D.  Hide;  and  Gordon  C. 
and  Temple  H„  both  of  whom  are  at  home.  Mrs. 
Boggess  is  a member  of  the  Christian  church. 
Mr.  Boggess  is  a stanch  advocate  of  the  Democ- 
racy but  has  never  been  an  aspirant  for  office,  al- 
though on  one  occasion  in  order  to  settle  a sec- 
tional strife  he  accepted  the  nomination  for  sher- 
iff and  served  out  his  term  in  that  office.  He  has 
been  a recognized  leader  in  many  movements  of 
public  benefit  and  is  widely  known  as  a man  of 
broad  humanitarian  principles,  of  kindly  spirit 
and  generous  charity.  He  belongs  to  the  Ma- 
sonic fraternity  and  to  the  Odd  Fellow's  society 
and  his  life  is  characterized  by  many  sterling 
traits  such  as  are  advocated  by  the  two  fraternal 
organizations  which  he  represents. 

DAVTD  L.  HUNT.  The  boys  of  the  Kansas 
cow  trail  of  the  seventies  have  long  since  laid 
aside  their  spurs  and  slicker  and  pack  and  old  and 
infirm  with  natural  decline  many  of  them  are 
scattered  over  the  two  hundred  and  sixty  coun- 
ties of  the  Lone  Star  state  occupied  with  the  mo- 
notony and  quiet  of  the  farm.  They  are  men 
w'hosc  fire  of  youth  has  been  quenched  and  whose 
vigor  of  middle  life  is  on  the  wane  and  they  no 
more  long  for  the  back  of  a “bronk,”  the 
“w'hush”  of  the  lariat  or  the  “round-up”  sports 
of  the  olden  time.  To  this  remnant  of  what  was 
once  a di.stinct  factor  in  our  western  affairs  does 
David  L.  Hunt  belong  and  with  his  passing  an- 
other of  the  epoch-marks  will  have  been  re- 
moved. He  came  to  Texas  in  1869  from  Frank- 
lin county,  Tennessee,  where  his  birth  occurred 
Februaiy  21,  1847.  The  family  is  an  old  one  of 
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that  state,  it  having  been  founded  by  some  an- 
cestor beyond  David  Hunt,  our  subject's  grand- 
father, for  it  was  he  nho  established  it  in  Frank- 
lin county,  where  he  passed  away.  The  latter 
married  Elizabeth  Larkin  in  Mississippi  and  be- 
fore he  established  himself  in  Tennessee  he  lived 
in  Prentiss  county,  where,  at  Baldwin,  he  kept 
hotel  and  w hich  county  he  served  as  county  clerk. 
Clinton  A.  was  his  oldest  child;  then  Yhlliam  B., 
George,  Minerva,  who  married  John  McCloud, 
-Mary,  wife  of  John  Mosely.  and  Jane  and  Ari, 
who  pas.sed  away  unniarric<l. 

W'illiam  B.  Hunt,  father  of  our  .subject,  was 
born  in  Franklin  county.  Tennes.see.  in  i8o<;).  and 
died  there  in  iSt'w.  He  married  .\nnis.  a daugh- 
ter of  Richard  Clayton,  and  while  he  died  before 
middle  life  he  made  some  property  and  was  the 
father  of  Sallie.  wid<,>w  of  J.  Mh  Burris,  of  flald- 
win.  Mississippi;  David  L.,  of  this  notice;  Rich- 
ard, of  h'ort  I’ayne,  .Mabama,  and  George,  of 
W’ashingtoii.  D.  C.  The  country  schools  gave 
David  L.  Hunt  his  education  and  its  liberal  char- 
acter served  him  in  good  stead  as  something  of 
a stepping-stone  to  begin  life.  When  he  left  his 
native  state  he  pas.sed  the  fir.st  year  on  a farm  in 
Ellis  county,  Texas.  Following  this  he  went  to 
the  cow  trail  and  belonged  to  the  Ikard  brothers' 
outfit,  driving  from  the  head  of  the  Brazos  river 
to  the  markets  at  Ellsworth,  Kansas.  He  passed 
four  years  in  their  empk'y  and  then  took  up  his 
residence  in  Rockwall  ettunty,  Tc.xas,  taking  up 
the  work  rtf  teaching  in  the  country  schcxtls.  Fol- 
lowing two  terms  (.>f  this  work  he  served  two 
years  ,is  count)  siirvetcir  of  that  county  and  on 
his  retirement  from  office  he  became  a farmer  at 
old  Birdville,  in  Tarrant  count).  He  lived  in 
that  locality  twehe  tears,  and  made  his  final 
move  to  < iarralt’s  creek  in  Whse  in  i88i.  He  pur- 
chased and  improved  a small  farm  there,  and  yet 
owns  it.  and  in  1902  bcaight  eight  acres  in  the 
“old  town"  of  Paradise,  where  he  now  makes  his 
home.  It  was  .at  the  yotithfnl  age  of  about  thir- 
teen years  that  .Mr.  Hunt  hegan  his  independent 
career.  He  farmed  his  father's  farm  a few  t'c-ars 
among  the  earliest  acts  of  his  career,  his  father's 
sister  being  his  hou.sekcepcr  and  companion  dur- 
ing tluit  time.  When  he  departed  for  Texas  it 
was  with  a small  compaii)-  and  by  private  convey- 
ance. and  when  he  stopjiod  in  Ellis  coiinly  sev- 
enty-five cents  CDiistitutcd  all  the  cash  he  pos- 
sessed. John  II.  Larkin,  w ith  whom  he  journeyed 
to  the  U'est.  remained  in  Texas  some  years,  Fut 
is  now  a resident  of  hidi.in  Territor-v. 

During  the  jirogress  of  the  rcheilion  of  i86r 
tc>  !8C>5  Mr.  ilimi  wa>  a participant  the  last 
two  year"  r>f  the  war.  He  joined  Companv  C, 
Twentv-first  Tennessee  Cavalr)’,  Colonel  Joe 


M’hceler,  in  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee,  and 
fought  at  Franklin,  Tennessee.  His'  regiment 
was  Hood’s  rear  guard  leaving  Atlanta  and  after 
the  dissolution  of  Hood’s  army,  or  rather  its  dis- 
organization, fragments  of  it  scattered  and  num- 
bers of  the  troops  went  on  visits  at  home.  It  was 
on  an  occasion  of  this  kind  that  Mr.  Hunt  was 
met  in  the  road  liy  four  Yankees  dressed  as  Reb- 
els and  captured  and  ultimately  sent  to  Rock 
Island,  Illinois.  He  was  in  prison  until  June  18, 
1865,  when  he  returned  home  to  take  up  the  work 
of  the  farm. 

Mr.  Hunt  married  at  Birdville,  Te.xas,  Feb- 
ruary 21.  1874,  Sarah  Boothe.  Her  father,  Mad- 
ison Boothe,  was  from  east  Tennessee  and  an 
early  settler  in  Tarrant  county,  Texas,  where 
IMrs.  Hunt  was  bom  November  24,  1855.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Boothe  died  in  Tarrant  county,  the  pa- 
rents of  five  children. 

IMr.  and  Mrs,  Hunt’s  children  are;  David  M., 
of  Tarrant  county ; John  T...  of  M'ise  county,  and 
Jennie.  Annis  and  Richard  still  of  the  family 
circle. 

JOHN  ALBERT  E.MBRY,  M.  D.  In  a sur- 
vey of  the  medical  profession  of  Wise  county  our 
eyes  are  turned  instantly  toward  several  physi- 
cians whose  success  in  the  practice  has  shown 
them  to  be  able  exponents  of  the  craft,  distin- 
guisheil  among  whom  is  Dr.  John  A.  Embry,  of 
Decatur,  the  worthy  subject  of  this  review.  His 
residence  in  the  county  dates  back  more  than  a 
third  of  a century  and  places  him  almost  in  the 
pioneer  class,  and  it  is  twenty -five  years  since  his 
knowledge  of  the  medical  science  warranted  his 
assumption  of  its  practice  and  placed  him  active- 
ly with  one  of  the  honorable  and  ancient  profes- 
sions of  all  time.  The  Doctor  was  one  of  three 
brothers  who  cast  their  lot  with  Te.xas  and  Wise 
county  in  1871,  accompanying  their  parents 
hither  from  Calhoun  county,  Mississippi,  where 
the  Doctor's  birth  occurred  October  14,  1848. 
The  father  was  William  G.  Embry,  born  near 
.\Iacoii,  Georgia,  in  1820,  and  died  in  Decatur, 
Te.xas,  in  1897.  On  his  westw’ard  journey  he 
stopped  in  .'Mabama,  but  settled  in  Mississippi  as 
a yi>uiig  man  and  there  married.  He  took  some 
part  in  the  Confederate  service  during  the  w'ar, 
hut  was  not  ;it  any  time  identified  with  anvdhing 
in  civil  life  aside  from  the  farm.  He  was  success- 
ful in  his  vocation  to  the  extent  of  providing 
comfortably  for  his  family  and  rearing  and  liber- 
ally educating  his  children.  He  married  Cjmthia 
Bale.s,  who  died  in  Decatur  December  23,  1899, 
the  mother  of  Dr.  J.  M.  Embry,  of  Bowie ; Wiley 
G.,  of  Paradise,  and  Dr.  John  A. 

Dr.  Embry  acquired  his  literary  education  in 
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Ills  native  state,  graduating  from  the  college  in 
Man.sfield  in  1875.  He  took  up  teaching  in  the 
public  schools  and  pur.sued  that  calling  in  Wise 
county  for  several  years.  Having  decided  to  ]>re- 
pare  for  a career  in  metlicine  he  chose  the  Mis- 
souri Medical  College  at  St.  Louis  as  his  Alma 
Mater  and  graduated  in  1884..  He  returned  to  the 
place  where  he  made  the  friends  of  his  early 
manhood  to  begin  work  in  his  new  field,  and  he 
took  rank  at  once  as  a trustworthy  and  reliable 
physician  and  safe  counselor  and  his  name  and 
reputation  have  grown  in  prestige  with  each  re- 
turning year.  In  1885  he  formed  a partnership 
uitli  the  late  D,  J.  F.  Fonl,  and  the  firm  of  F'ord 
& Embry  was  a leading  one  until  the  death  of  D. 
Ford  in  June,  1934.  The  firm  of  Embry  & Knox 
succeeded  that  of  Ford  & Embr}%  and  -the  emi- 
nent character  of  the  old  firm  has  not  thereby  been 
impaired.  Dr.  Embry  took  a post-graduate  course 
in  the  New  York  Polyclinic  in  1893  and  rettirned 
for  additional  work  in  185)9.  ts  president  of 
the  Wise  County  Medical  Association  and  is  a 
member  of  the  Texas  State  Medical  Association. 
He  has  possessed  no  ambition  for  public  office 
or  other  public  favor,  being  content  to  serve  hu- 
manity for  the  emoluments  it  brings  and  for  re- 
lief of  body  and  mind  his  knowledge  and  pres- 
ence invariably  bring.  lie  is  a Pythian  Knight 
and  a Methexiist,  and  has  never  married. 

NATHANIEL  BRUMBELOW.  Among  the 
pioneers  of  Jack  county  who  planted  the  seed  of 
civilization  there  before  the  war  was  Archibald 
Brumbelow,  father  of  the  subject  of  this  bio- 
graphical review.  In  1859  he  established  himself 
upon  a pre-emption  in  Sand  vallc}-  toward  the 
nortli  side  of  the  county  and  prepared  to  build 
him  a rural  home.  Save  for  the  incursions  of 
the  hostile  “brave"  he  ivas  in  undisturbed  pos- 
session of  the  locality'  for  miles  around,  but  en- 
couraged to  further  pillage  by  tlie  conditions  of 
civil  strife  tlie  red  man's  acts  came  nearer  and 
nearer,  until  their  bloody  results  seeiued  to  touch 
the  threshold  of  this  Sand  valley  cabin  door,  and 
its  occupants  in  1861  fled  to  Lost  creek,  tem- 
porarily under  the  protection  of  the  Jacksboro 
settlement.  In  1863  it  placetl  greater  distance 
between  it  and  danger  by  removal  to  Grayson 
county,  and  still  later  it  found  itself  iti  another 
state  and  a fixture  in  Madison  county,  .Arkansas. 

While  tliese  events  were  transpiring  with  the 
parents  and  the  younger  children  there  was  one 
member  of  the  family  in  particular  who  witnessed 
nothing  of  this  domestic  wandering.  It  W'as 
Nathan,  the  oldest  son  and  the  subject  of  our 
sketch.  He  responded  to  the  call  for  Confeder- 
ate troops  in  April,  1861,  and  joined  Company  H, 


Colonel  Alexey's  Ninth  Te.xas  Infantry,  in  Kirby 
Smith's  command.  From  tlie  battle  of  luka  tlie 
regiment  followed  that  fighting  cf>mmander 
through  till  the  close  of  the  war.  .Although  the 
regiment  was  frequently  recruited  its  organiza- 
tion or  regimental  number  was  never  changed. 
In  all  the  numerous  and  bloody  battles  from  1861 
to  1865  in  which  Air.  Brumbelow  participated  he 
was  not  privileged  to  pass  unscathed,  but  at  Alur- 
freesboro  a fragment  of  a shell  hit  him  in  the  left 
shoulder ; at  Lookout  Alountain  a spent  ball  found 
his  breast;  and  at  Jackson,  Mississippi,  he  re- 
ceived a gunshot  wound  in  the  leg.  He  w as  off 
duty  onh’  when  wounded,  and  when  the  Confed- 
eracy broke  up  he  w'as  serving  in  Johnston’s 
army  and  was  gathered  in  by  a portion  of  Sher- 
man’s commaiKl.  He  immediately  set  out  for 
Texas  and  reached  Jackslxiro  Alay  5,  1865. 

Nathaniel  Brumbelow  was  born  in  Robinson 
county,  Tennessee,  June  24,  1841,  in  the  same 
county  in  which  his  father  was  born  about  tw  en- 
ty'-si.x  years  before.  Lewis  Brumbelow,  the 
founder  of  the  family  and  the  grandfather  of  our 
subject,  W’as  brought  into  that  locality  an  orphan 
boy  from  Ohio.  The  storv'  goes  that  he,  with  his 
brothers  Lsaac  and  William,  were  orphaned  early 
in  life  and  one  of  tliem,  tliinking  that  the  name 
had  been  corrupted  from  “Brumley”  to  “Brum- 
belotv,”  changed  his  name  back  and  his  posteri- 
ty is,  therefore,  known  by  the  latter  name.  Lewis 
Brumbelow'  reared  a family  of  ten  children  and 
died  in  Robinson  county,  where  his  life  achieve- 
ments had  been  won. 

Archibald  Brumbelow  married  Susan  Neeley, 
an  oqthan  girl  and  an  only  child.  Some  time 
.subsequent  to  the  death  of  her  husband  she  re- 
turned to  Texas  and  passe<I  her  last  years  in  Jack 
county,  dying  at  tlie  home  of  her  son  in  1881  at 
fifty-seven  years  of  age.  To  be  accurate,  it  was 
in  1873  that  she  returned  to  her  home  in  Jack, 
tw’o  years  after  her  husband’s  death.  .At  the  time 
of  his  demise  Archibald  Brumbelow  was  fifty- 
seven  years  old  and  the  issue  of  his  marriage 
had  been:  Nathaniel ; Evaline,  who  married  Reu- 
ben Hendrick  and  died  in  Denison.  Texas;  Alarv 
E.,  who  married  Frank  Hammond  and  died  near 
Durant,  Indian  Territory,  in  1900;  Caddo,  W'ifc 
of  Nat  Carvey,  of  Colorado;  Cynthia,  who  mar- 
ried Robert  Craig,  of  Durant,  Indian  Territory; 
Sophronia,  w'ho  married  Robert  Hefton,  of  Pueb- 
lo, Colorado,  first,  but  is  now'  the  wife  of  Nollv 
Bell. 

Practically  without  educational  opportunities 
did  Nathaniel  Brumbelow  reach  his  majority. 
The  family  left  Tenne.s.see  in  1852,  and  drove 
through  to  Texas  by  stages  and  degrees.  They 
stopped  two  years  in  Hot  Spring  count}'  and  one 
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year  in  Sevier  count}%  Arkansas.  Lamar  county, 
Texa.s,  held  them  two  years  and  Montague  one 
year.  When  Jack  county  receiveel  our  subject 
he  wa.s  a youth  of  eighteen,  just  ripe  for  cowboy 
experiences  which  he  soon  acquired.  He  went 
from  the  back  of  a "lironk”  on  the  cow  chase 
into  the  arm}^  and  when  he  returned  to  civil  pur- 
suits he  sought  employment  again  on  the  range. 
He  hired  to  Charley  Adair  first  and  then  em- 
ployed with  Jim  Lindsay,  remaining  with  him 
four  years  at  one  hundred  dollars  a month,  “when 
twenty  dollars  would  have  profited  him  just  as 
much.”  He  next  hired  to  John  Lindsay  and  got 
fifty  dollars  a month  for  a year  and  then  to 
Markley  and  Boaz  a year  at  the  .same  w'ages. 
Having  saved  a few  dollars  he  bought  a farm  on 
North  creek  and  lost  it.  after  four  years’  work, 
on  account  of  a bad  title.  Then  it  was  he  came  to 
the  nucleus  of  his  present  farm,  with  a small 
house  and  twelve  acres  cleared,  and  began  the 
career  which  has  terminated  with  such  favorable 
advantage  to  him  and  his.  On  New-  Year’s  Day, 
1880,  he  took  possession  of  the  farm,  in  debt,  with 
a small  force  and  weak  in  the  paraphernalia  of  the 
farm.  He  grubbed  and  sprouted  and  cleared 
two  hundred  and  forty  acres  of  the  seven  hun- 
dred and  thirty  which  he  now'  owms  and  has  al- 
ways had  a bunch  of  cattle  to  do  their  part  in 
making  the  ladder's  ascent. 

December  24,  1865,  Mr.  Brumbelow  married 
in  Jacksboro  Miss  Marj’,  a daughter  of  Thomas 
Edwards.  Mrs.  Brumbelow'  was  born  in  Illi- 
nois, and  when  small  she  came  to  Hopkins  coun- 
ty, Texas.  In  i860  the  family  came  out  to  Jack 
county.  Her  father  died  and  her  mother,  Mrs. 
Fox,  liv'es  in  Motley  county,  Texas,  near  her  son 
Tom.  William  Lew'is  Brumbelow’  is  the  result  of 
the  marriage  of  Nathan  and  Mary’  Brumbelow 
and  he,  with  his  family,  still  occupies  the  parental 
home.  He  w’as  born  in  1870  and  married  Alice 
Helton,  who  came  to  Te.xas  from  Slielby  county', 
Tennessee.  The  issue  of  their  union  are;  Adda, 
Lena,  Urel  and  Linnic. 

Nathan  Brumbelow’  has  ever  aided  in  local 
political  battles,  and  w'hen  there  w’.as  something 
doing  he  has  always  been  around.  He  has  ex- 
perienced the  need  of  education  in  his  ow'n  case 
and  has  ever  given  a w’arm  hand  to  the  question 
when  confronted  with  it  in  his  own  home. 

JOHN  F.  LEHANE,  general  freight  and  pas- 
senger agent  for  the  Cotton  Belt  Raihvay,  with 
headquarters  at  Fort  Worth,  w'as  born  in  county' 
Kildare.  Ireland,  August  15,  1858,  his  parents 
Vicing  Jeremiah  and  Margaret  (Casey)  Lchane. 
The  father  was  born  and  died  in  Ireland,  and 


tile  mother  is  still  living  there,  at  the  old  home 
in  Mallow,  county  Cork. 

John  F.  Lehane  was  accorded  good  educational 
advantages,  completing  his  studies  at  Victoria 
College,  at  St.  Helier,  on  the  island  of  Jersey. 
When  twenty-one  years  of  age,  attracted  by  the 
broader  business  possibilities  and  opportunities 
of  the  new  world,  he  crossed  the  Atlantic  to  the 
United  States  and  located  at  Fort  Worth,  Texas, 
where  he  lived  wdth  his  cousin,  Rdartin  Casey, 
who  for  many  years  has  been  a prominent  busi- 
ness man  of  this  city.  Mr.  Lehane  became  con- 
nected with  the  railroad  business  in  a humble 
capacity  as  an  employe  in  the  local  freight  office 
of  the  Santa  Fe  system.  His  close  application 
and  adaptability,  however,  was  soon  recognized 
and  he  w'as  rapidly  promoted,  becoming  chief 
clerk  in  the  joint  office  of  thqee  of  the  railways 
entering  Fort  Worth.  Subsequently  he  w'as  ap- 
pointed auditor  of  the  Fort  Worth  & New  Or- 
leans Railw'ay,  w'hich  had  been  built  by  Fort 
Worth  enterprise  and  ow'ned  and  controlled  for- 
ty-two miles  of  road  extending  from  Fort  Worth 
to  Waxahachie.  This  line  was  subsequently  pur- 
chased by  the  Huntington  interests  and  is  now  a 
part  of  the  Houston  & Texas  Central  Railway 
sy'stems.  At  a later  date  Mr.  Lehane  became 
connected  with  Messrs.  Jones  & Carey  as  their 
chief  bookkeeper  and  paymaster  in  the  construc- 
tion of  the  Fort  Worth  & Denver  Railway  from 
Fort  Worth  through  northw’cstern  Texas.  When 
this  line  w'as  completed  the  construction  company 
appointed  him  as  terminal  agent  to  open  up  and 
establish  the  stations  on  the  line  north  of  Ouanah 
up  to  and  including  Folspm,  New’  Mexico,  where 
connection  w'as  made  with  the  northern  part 
of  the  road  w’hich  had  been  built  southw'ard 
from  Denver.  After  this  line  w'as  put  in 
operation  and  the  Stations  established  Mr. 
Lehane  W’as  assigned  to  a position  in  the  office 
of  Auditor  Ross  of  the  raihvay  company  at  Fort 
Worth  and  he  occupied  every  position  in  that 
office  including  traveling  auditor  and  chief  clerk. 

In  the  year  1892,  however,  he  resigned  and 
went  abroad  to  Ireland  to  visit  his  parents.  On 
returning  to  Texas  he  left  Fort  Worth  temporari- 
ly and  located  at  Mrs.  Leliane’s  home,  Houston, 
where  in  one  of  the  raihvay  offices  of  that  city 
he  worked  himself  up  from  night  bill  clerk  to 
the  cashier’s  office  in  about  sixty  days.  In  a few' 
months  the  ilis.souri,  Kansas  & Texas  Raihvay 
was  completed  to  Houston  and  Mr.  Lehane  W’as 
offered  and  accepted  the  position  of  chief  clerk 
w'ith  that  line.  He  w’as  then  offered  the  position 
of  freight  and  ticket  agent  on  the  Cotton  Belt 
Railway,  at  Corsicana,  and  being  anxious  to  re- 
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turn  to  northern  Texas  he  accepted  that  place  and 
has  since  been  with  the  Cotton  Belt  Company. 
After  about  two  and  a half  years  he  was  trans- 
ferred to  Fort  Worth  as  commercial  agent  and  in 
November,  icpo,  he  was  made  general  passenger 
agent  of  tlte  St.  Louis  Southwestern  Railway  of 
Te.xas  (Cotton  BeltL  In  .\pril.  igoi.  he  was  ap- 
pointed general  freight  agent  of  this  road,  and  on 
Janitart  7,  1903.  he  was  made  general  freight 
and  passenger  agent  of  the  Texas  system 
of  the  Cotton  Belt,  which  position  he  now  holds. 
His  official  headquarters  are  at  Tyler  but  he  con- 
tinues to  reside  at  Fort  Worth.  The  promo- 
tions and  advancements  that  have  come  to  Mr, 
Lehane  liave  been  richly  deserved  as  he  has  given 
his  best  efforts  for  the  development  of  the  rail- 
way interests  and  is  a thorough  railroad  man 
of  great  energy,  ability  and  executive  force.  He 
is  very  popular  with  the  officials  of  the  road  and 
the  employes  with  whom  he  has  been  brought  in 
contact  and  in  his  home  he  has  many  valuable 
gifts  that  have  been  presented  to  him  by  employes 
and  others  who  have  rejoiced  in  his  success. 

Mr.  Lehane  was  married  in  Houston,  Texas, 
to  Miss  Katie  Mullane,  a well  known  and  popu- 
lar young  lady  of  that  city.  They  have  had  six 
children  but  have  lost  three,  those  still  living 
being  John  F.,  Katharine  and  Josephine.  The 
parents  are  communicants  of  the  Catholic  church 
and  Mr.  Lehane  has  fraternal  relations  with  the 
Knights  of  Columbus,  Elks,  the  Woodmen  of 
the  World,  the  Eagles  and  the  Red  Men.  In 
March,  1905,  he  was  appointed  commissioner  of 
railways  in  the  United  States  in  the  Elks  army. 

Mr.  Lehane  has  always  been  interested  to  a 
greater  or  less  extent  in  politics  and  in  his  early 
days  in  Fort  Worth  he  served  for  some  time  as 
secretary  of  the  Democratic  executive  commit- 
tee. On  again  returning  to  make  his  home  here 
he  again  became  actively  interested  in  civic  af- 
fairs and  early  in  1900  was  solicited  by  a commit- 
tee of  business  men  to  become  a candidate  for 
alderman  from  the  fourth  ward.  Accepting  the 
nomination  he  made  a strong  canvass  and  was 
elected,  the  business  men  referred  to  bearing  the 
expense  of  the  campaign,  for  it  was  their  object 
to  secure  good  men  for  office  who  would  look 
after  the  city’s  affairs  and  conduct  municipal 
intere.sts  along  practical  business  lines.  After  his 
election  to  the  council  he  was  made  chairman 
of  the  waterworks  committee  and  of  the  pur- 
chasing committee  and  he  also  became  a member 
of  the  finance  and  several  other  important  com- 
mittees. He  took  an  active  part  in  the  discus- 
sion and  preliminaries  leading  up  to  the  establish- 
ment of  the  present  system  of  waterworks  and 


in  fact  has  constantly  interested  him.sclf  in  that 
nreatesi  of  all  modern  municipal  problems — the 
water  suf>p1y.  He  has  likewi.se  devoted  a great 
deal  of  his  time  and  attention  to  the  .successful 
operation  and  working  of  the  municipal  electric 
light  pkint.  but  pxrhaps  his  most  beneficial  labor 
for  the  city  has  been  his  management  of  the 
j.iurchasing  of  .supplies  for  all  departments.  His 
husine.ss  training  in  the  railroad  service,  con- 
ducted as  it  is  along  systematic  and  hu.sine.sslilce 
principles  with  due  attention  to  economy,  makes 
him  eminently  equal  for  this  branch  of  the  city’s 
service.  It  has  been  his  constant  policy  to  place 
all  of  the  city’s  jmrehasing  on  a compxtitive  basis 
and  get  the  fullest  value  for  every  e.xjienditure. 
Since  his  election  to  the  council  he  has  been  presi- 
dent of  that  body  and  mayor  pro  tern,  and  he 
seeks  not  only  to  look  after  the  interest.s  of  his 
own  ward  but  of  the  city  at  large  and  is  a vetn" 
valued  member  of  the  council,  his  services  being 
greatly  appreciated  by  his  fellow  townsmen. 

DR.  H.  F.  WILTON,  who  is  engaged  in  the 
practice  of  medicine  and  surgery  in  Nocona,  was 
born  in  Lamar  county,  Texas,  August  29,  1857, 
his  parents  being  Henry  H.  and  Martha  (Fullin- 
gim)  Wilton.  The  father,  a native  of  Tennessee, 
came  to  Texas  when  a boy,  casting  in  his  lot  with 
the  pioneer  settlers  who  arrived  in  this  state  in 
the  early  forties.  He  became  a millwright  by 
trade  and  followed  that  pursuit  for  some  years. 
He  w'as  married  in  Lamar  county  to  Miss  Martha 
Fullingim,  a native  of  Alabama  and  a daughter  of 
the  Reverend  Fullingim,  a minister  of  the  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  church.  South,  w'ho  removed  from 
Alabama  to  Lamar  countv,  Tex,as.  Following 
their  marriage  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wilton  settled  in 
that  county,  where  he  owned  and  operated  a mill. 
Later,  however,  he  sold  his  property  there  and 
went  to  the  Choctaw  Nation,  wffiere  he  built  two 
mills.  He  afterward  returned  to  Wise  county, 
I'exas,  where  he  pre-empted  land  and  improved 
a farm,  building  a house  there  for  his  family 
and  following  the  carpenter’s  trade  in  connection 
with  general  agricultural  pursuits.  In  1861  he 
enlisted  in  the  Confederate  service  and  rendered 
valuable  aid  to  the  cause  of  the  southland.  At  ,A.r- 
kansas  Post  he  was  captured  and  was  sent  to  Camp 
Douglas,  Chicago,  where  he  was  held  as  a pris- 
oner of  war  until  his  death,  which  occurred  ere 
hostilities  between  the  north  and  the  south  had 
ceased.  He  was  a consistent  member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  church,  South,  and  was  an 
honorable,  upright  man,  always  loyal  to  liis  con- 
victions. His  wife  still  survives  him  and  yet 
resides  near  Decatur,  Wise  cotinty.  She  was  one 
of  a large  family  of  thirteen  children,  the  others 
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being:  W'iiliam  and  Fletcher,  who  follow  farm- 
ing; PeHon.  a resident  of  California;  Mrs.  j\Tary 
Hale;  Ed,  a minister  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
church,  South;  .\rchie,  a stock  fanner;  Mrs. 
Frances  Akin,  Mrs.  .\ntoinette  Stewart,  Mrs. 
Janet  Watson,  j\Irs.  Raymon  Renner,  Mrs.  Cor- 
nelia Starks,  and  J.  P.,  a farmer.  E'nto  Mr.  and 
.Mrs.  Henry  Wilton  were  born  two  sons  and  a 
daughter : H.  F..  of  this  review ; George  C.,  a 
practicing  physician  of  Ryan,  Indian  Territory, 
and  Mrs.  Jessie  Wade. 

Dr.  Wilton,  whose  name  introduces  this  rec- 
ord, w’as  educated  in  the  common  schools  and  in 
Decatur  High  Scliool  and  afterward  successfully 
engaged  in  teaching.  He  was  reared,  however, 
to  the  cattle  business,  and  he  remained  under  the 
parental  roof  with  his  mother  until  twenty-five 
years  of  age,  beinn-  largely  engaged  in  herding 
cattle  on  the  free  range.  Ilis  mother  owned  the 
stock,  and  after  she  sold  out  he  was  employed  by 
others.  Dr.  Wilton  thus  spent  his  time  until  twen- 
ty-five years  of  age,  when  he  began  reading  medi- 
cine and  has  continued  an  active  member  of  the 
]>rofession  up  to  the  present  time.  His  first  pre- 
ceptor was  Dr.  J.  W'.  Cartwright  of  Decatur, 
who  directe<l  his  reading  for  more  than  a year, 
i n i<S83  he  sjtent  two  terms  in  the  iMi.ssouri  Medi- 
cal t'ollege  at  St.  Louis  and  was  afterw  ard  grad- 
uated from  that  in.stitution  in  the  sjtring  of  1885. 
1 Ic  then  entered  upon  practice  at  Greenwood. 
Wise  county,  where  he  remained  until  the  fall  of 
1885,  when  he  located  at  Spanish  Fort,  Montague 
county,  where  he  remained  until  1894.  He  then 
came  to  Xocona.  where  he  has  since  resided.  In 
1892  and  i8rit  he  pursued  post-graduate  courses 
of  study  in  St.  Louis;  in  i8<>7  and  1899  in  Chi- 
cago, and  in  iQoi  in  New  York.  He  has  given 
his  undivided  attention  to  his  profession  since  he 
entered  ujxm  the  study  of  meclicine  and  he  justly 
merits  the  confidence  that  is  accorded  him  and  the 
liberal  patronage  which  he  receives  from  a large 
<listrict.  lie  has  a well  cquijiped  office,  supplied 
with  modern  appliances  necessary  in  the  practice 
of  medicine  and  surgery,  and  he  is  thoroughly 
conversant  w'ilh  the  most  advanced  ideas  of  his 
crdling.  While  at  Spanish  Fort  he  purchased 
four  hundred  acres  of  land,  which  he  yet  owns, 
and  he  also  has  a commodious  and  attractive  resi- 
dence in  Nocona. 

Dr.  Wilton  wais  married  in  1886  to  Mis.s  Hattie 
-A.  Hardesty,  who  was  born  in  Denton  county. 
Texas,  in  November,  1862,  and  is  a lady  of  cul- 
ture and  intelligence.  Her  parents  w'ere  Henry 
and  Tilley  (Harper)  Hardest)’,  the  latter  a native 
of  Tlliiiois.  Her  father  was  a caqienter  by  trade 
and  lived  the  life  of  a plain  mechanic,  resjiected 
by  all  with  whom  he  came  in  contact.  He  held 


membership  in  the  Christian  church  and  his  life 
was  in  hamiony  with  his  professions.  In  his 
family  w’ere  a daughter  and  son : Hattie  A., 

who  became  Mrs.  Wilton,  and  Thomas,  a fanner. 
Dr.  and  Mrs.  Wilton  had  one  son,  Walton  E., 
who  was  born  November  ir,  1886,  and  is  now  at- 
tending school  at  Fort  Worth,  Texas.  The  wife 
and  mother  died  July  9,  1904.  She  w’as  a devoted 
Qiri.stian  w’oman,  holding  membership  in  the 
Christian  church,  and  her  loss  was  deeply  re- 
gretted by  her  many  friends  as  well  as  her  im- 
mediate family-  She  held  membership  in  the 
Eastern  Star,  to  which  Dr.  Wilton  also  belongs. 
He  is  an  exemplary  member  of  Nocona  Lodge, 
No.  753,  A.  F.  & A.  M.,  and  he  likewise  belongs 
to  the  W oodmen  of  the  World,  wffiile  his  religious 
faith  is  indicated  by  his  mqmber.ship  in  the  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  church.  South.  He  has  deep  in- 
terest in  the  welfare  of  his  fellow  men  and  prac- 
tices his  profession  along  modern  scientific  lines, 
his  labors  being  of  direct  benefit  to  many  who 
have  sought  his  professional  service. 

THOM.AS  J.  McNEELY.  His  residence  of 
a quarter  of  a century  in  Wise  county  has  not 
only  been  a prosperous  era  for  the  subject  of  thi.s 
review,  but  it  has  been  an  added  increment  of 
prosperity  to  the  county,  for  his  years  have  been 
full  of  industry  in  the  building  up  of  a com- 
fortable and  extensive  home.  Limited  as  to 
means,  like  mo.st  of  the  neighbor-settlers  of  bis 
day,  and  embarrassed  by  hard.ships  at  the  verv’ 
beginning  of  his  career  he  hung  tenaciously  to  his 
purpose  and  in  the  end  ha.s  achieved  that  reward 
which  always  comes  to  those  who  labor  and  wait. 

]\Ir.  McNeely  came  to  Wise  county  from  Ellis 
county,  where  he  attained  his  majority  and  mar- 
ried, his  father  having  brought  the  family  there 
in  1874  from  Giles  county,  Tennessee.  Two  miles 
south  of  Waxahachie  the  parents  located  and 
farmed  as  tenants  until  their  removal  to  the 
Sandy  countr)-  of  Wise,  when  they  bought  a 
tract  of  seventy  acres  of  new  land  and  went  en- 
thusia.stically  to  work  to  make  them  a home.  In 
this  county  they  continued  to  live,  enjo)ing  a 
reasonable  degree  of  prosperity  and  maintaining 
themselves  in  the  confidence  of  the  public  as  all 
sincere  citizens  do.  The  father  died  in  1899  ^nd 
the  mother  still  survives  at  the  age  of  .sevent\- 
nine,  passing  her  last  years  amid  the  scenes  of 
her  active  and  more  vigorous  life.  James  H. 
McNeely,  our  subject’s  father,  was  born  in  North 
Carolina  in  1822  and  prior  to  his  marriage  ac- 
companied his  father's  family  into  Tennessee. 
John  H.  ^IcNccly  was  his  father ; a man  of  la- 
Iwr,  without  education,  and  half  Irish  from  birtli. 
The  latter  passed  much  of  his  life  employed  on 
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public  work  for  wages  by  the  day  and  remained 
poor  to  the  last.  A large  family  of  children  was 
brought  up  in  his  household  and  they  learned 
early  the  necessity  of  shifting  for  themselves. 
He  passed  Iris  last  years  among  his  children,  and 
died  about  1878  at  past  eighty  years  of  age.  For- 
tune seems  not  to  have  smiled  lavishly  upon 
James  H.  McNeelj'  while  he  lived.  He  provided 
for  his  family  comfortably  and  gave  them  fair 
opportunities  while  yet  under  age,  yet  he  could 
not  educate  them  liberally  for  lack  of  the  advan- 
tages so  easily  accessible  to  the  youth  of  the  pres- 
ent day.  He  refrained  from  enlisting  in  the  Con- 
federate army  because  of  his  attachment  to  the 
Union,  and  while  he  was  served  with  a conscript 
and  unwillingly  started  to  report  for  duty,  cir- 
cumstances enabled  him  to  evade  the  forc€  of  the 
order  and  thus  avoid  the  service.  He  took  no 
active  part  in  politics  after  he  came  to  Texas  and 
the  only  office  he  ever  filled  was  that  imposed 
upon  him  in  Tennessee  by  the  Democrats  of  his 
voting  precinct.  In  1840  he  married  Margaret,  a 
daughter  of  George  W.  Davidson  and  native  to 
the  State  of  Virginia.  In  the  Old  Dominion  Mrs. 
McNeeley  was  born  in  1826,  and  those  of  her 
children  who  married  and  reared  families  were: 
David,  who  died  near  Alvord  in  1897,  left  a fam- 
ily of  seven  or  eight  children ; Sarah  E.,  wddovv 
of  F.  M.  Pitman,  of  Mfise  county;  William  A., 
of  the  Chickasaw  Nation,  and  Thomas  J.,  of  this 
notice. 

While  securing  his  limited  education  Thomas  J. 
McNeely  made  the  acquaintance  of  the  old-time 
slab  bench  and  came  into  contact  with  other 
crude  paraphernalia  used  in  training  the  jmuthful 
body  and  mind.  The  lard  oil  lamp  serv'ed  him  in 
the  chimney  corner  at  home  while  poring  over 
lessons  that  he  was  likely  to  be  deprived  of  in 
school  and  in  this  way  he  laid  a foundation  which 
helped  him  much  all  through  life.  He  remained 
in  the  parental  home  until  twenty-three  years  old, 
when  he  married  and  took  up  the-battlc  for  two. 
His  birth  occurred  on  the  13th  of  October,  1857, 
and  his  wedding  on  the  2d  of  December,  1880, 
and  the  little  money  he  had  when  he  came  to  Wise 
county  only  paid  for  his  seventy  acres  of  land. 
He  owned  a team  when  he  began  bfe  here  and  it 
served  as  a lever  to  remove  all  obstacles  to  his 
regular  advance  rnovement  from  the  first.  He 
moved  his  family  into  a little  cabin  already  on  his 
farm  and  soon  began  hauling  cottonwood*  logs  to 
the  Chico  mill  to  build  two  box  houses,  giving 
half  of  his  Ic^s  to  have  them  sawed  into  lumber. 
When  he  raised  only  three  bales  of  cotton  and 
half  enough  com  to  feed  him  through  in  1881 
he  supplied  the  deficiency  by  working  on  the 
Denver  Railroad  dump,  then  building,  with  his 


team.  In  time  he  got  his  affairs  straightened  out 
and  his  labors  on  the  farm  brought  hun  regular 
and  satisfactory  re.sults.  Instead  of  seventy  acres 
he  owns  more  than  four  hundred  acres  of  land  in 
the  fertile  regdon  between  Chico  and  Alvord  and 
two  hundred  and  seventy  acres  of  this  yields  his 
exchetpier  every  }'ear.  In  1904  he  removed  to 
Chico  to  be  near  a good  school  for  his  growing 
family,  that  they  may  not  suffer  as  he  has  the  lack 
of  that  knowledge  necessary  to  compete  success- 
fully with  their  fellow  men  in  the  world  of  trade. 

i\Ir.  MeXeely  married  Sarah  A.,  a daughter  of 
C.  H.  Kytle,  formerly  from  the  state  of  Georgia, 
where  Mrs.  McX^eely  was  born  January  16,  i860. 
The  issue  of  this  union  haN  been:  Ida  May,  wdfe 
of  R.  L.  Denney,  with  children,  Lora,  Austin  and 
Wren  ; Lula,  James  A.,  William  Oscar,  Jesse  and 
P'rancis  lil.  complete  the  list  Mr.  McNeely  has 
not  followed  up  enthusiastically  the  politics  of 
his  count}',  although  he  belongs  to  the  dominant 
party.  Until  1890  he  was  not  a religious  man,  but 
at  that  time  was  converted,  joined  the  Missionary 
Baptist  church,  and  since  1895  has  been  preach- 
ing under  the  regular  ordinance  of  the  church. 

MARCUS  D.  CAN  SLER.  One  whose  efforts 
have  counted  in  the  direction  of  substantial  re- 
sults and  whose  residence  in  Wise  county  spans 
an  era  of  thirty  years  is  Marcus  D.  Cansler,  the 
leading  merchant  of  Paradise  and  the  gentleman 
named  as  the  subject  of  this  sketch.  Aside  from 
Wise  county.  Wood,  Smith  and  Hill  counties 
have  known  him  as  a citizen,  and  while  briefly 
sojourning  in  the  latter  the  field  of  agriculture 
felt  his  influence  in  a modest  way,  as  it  did  the 
first  ten  years  he  passed  in  Wise. 

Rusk  county,  Texas,  received  Daniel  Cansler, 
our  subject’s  father,  as  a settler  about  the  year 
1847,  and  on  the  4th  of  April  tw'o  years  later  the 
latter  was  born.  The  father  migrated  from  Lin- 
coln county  to  Rusk  county,  Texas,  where  he 
was  bom  in  1817,  and  where  he  married  Sarah 
Smith.  He  was  of  Gennan  lineage,  brought  his 
family  to  the  Lone  Star  state  oy^crland  in  the 
primitive  way  and  confined  his  labors  to  the  farm. 
He  died  in  Smith  county  in  iS(to,  and  was  the 
father  of  ten  children.  The  Smiths,  into  which 
family  Daniel  Cansler  married,  were  prominently 
represented  in  Eastern  Texas  during  the  early 
years  of  her  hi.story  in  the  person  of  tblonel  Rob 
Smith,  an  Indian  fighter  of  the  old  repime  and 
later  Rusk  countv's  efficient  sheriff  and  fxrpular 
citizen.  Sarah,  his  sister,  was  no  doubt  the  invis- 
ible but  propelling  force  which  brought  her  hus- 
band west  and  made  him  a settler  of  Rusk  coun- 
tv, where  she  passed  away  in  1855  or 
1856.  Their  children  were:  Margaret,  wife 
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of  W illiam  Stone,  of  Rusk  county ; Rboda, 
of  Ellis  county,  wife  (,>f  Philip  Staiger,  but  who 
first  married  John  Denson;  Ann,  who  first  mar- 
ried Archie  Ramsaur  and  then  Tom  iMcNcaly 
and  <lied  in  Smith  county  ; Elmina,  of  Rusk  coun- 
ty ; George,  of  Geer  county,  Oklahoma ; Robert, 
who  died  in  Montague  county;  Frances,  wife 
of  Egbert  Ilarbuck,  of  Wood  county;  Marcus 
D..  of  Paradise;  Sarah,  who  married  John  Mot- 
zinger,  of  Wise  county,  and  Joseph,  who  also  re- 
sides in  Wise. 

In  Smith  county  Marcus  D.  Cansler  grew  up 
and  he  made  his  home  with  liis  wi<lowcd  sister 
following  the  death  of  his  parents  till  twent\’ 
years  of  age.  About  this  time  he  went  to  Wood 
county  and  was  tlicre  married  November  17,  1870. 
to  Rebecca  E.  Crone,  and  the  young  couple  began 
life  as  farmers  in  a most  simple  and  economic 
way.  They  came  to  Wise  county  before  they  had 
achieved  much  success,  for  their  residence  and 
efforts  in  W'ood  and  Hill  counties  had  served 
only  to  lay  the  foundation  for  their  future  suc- 
cess. When  they  had  farmed  ten  years  near  Para- 
dise they  decided  to  engage  in  merchandising  in 
“Old  Town,”  and  put  about  five  hundred  dollars 
into  a general  stock  of  gocids  for  that  purpose. 
When  the  coming  of  the  railroad  established  the 
“New  Town”  the  Canslers  were  among  the  first 
to  accept  the  new  conditions  and  moved  their 
store  intact  to  their  present  location.  Here  its 
growth  has  been  constant  and  has  kept  pace  with 
the  demands  of  the  trade  and  theirs  is  the  prin- 
cipal general  store  in  the  village.  Mr.  Cansler 
not  only  has  held  to  the  ownership  of  his  first 
farm  in  Wise,  but  has  acquired  other  land  from 
the  surplus  profits  of  his  business,  and  owns  all 
told  three  hundred  and  eighty  acres  of  Wise 
county  real  estate. 

The  Crones  to  which  Mrs.  Cansler  belongs 
w-crc  from  Cherokee  county,  Alabama.  Her 
father,  George  Crone,  married  Celia  P.,  a daugh- 
ter of  John  Cranford.  George  Crone  died  in 
Pulaski  county,  Arkansas,  in  1855,  to  which  state 
he  had  migrated  about  1852.  His  family  came  on 
to  Texas  in  1845,  ^tnd  his  widow  married  Henry 
Patrick  and  was  the  mother  and  stepmother  of 
twenty-six  children,  thirteen  of  whom  wore  the 
Confederate  gray  and  did  their  part  toward  es- 
tablishing the  independence  of  the  Confederate 
statc.s.  Those  of  the  Crone  children  who  reared 
families  were:  Frank  and  Humphrey,  of  Wcx>d 
county ; Mrs.  Cansler,  who  was  born  in  Chero- 
kee county,  Alabama,  October  i,  i84q;  Thomas, 
who  flied  in  Wood  county,  and  ,\lbert,  of  Hans- 
ford county.  Te.xas.  In  the  Patrick-Cranford 
family  only  Winnie  grew  up  and  she  married 
Lonnie  Winis  an<l  died  in  Wood  county,  Texas. 


ilr.  Cansler  i.s  a man  of  purely  business  bent. 
He  has  touched  nothing  in  a business  way  with 
which  he  was  unacquainted  and  has  therefore 
led  a succc:ssful  life.  Mrs.  Cansler  is  in  every- 
thing his  partner  and  to  her  industry  and  business 
judgment  much  of  the  family  good  fortune  is 
due.  They  attend  the  Christian  church. 

D.  B.  DOSS  is  a representative  of  an  honored 
pioneer  family  of  Texas  and  in  his  farming  and 
stock  raisine  interests  in  Montague  county  has 
attained  creditable  and  gratifying  success,  which 
shows  him  to  be  a man  of  excellent  business  abil- 
ity, of  unfaltering  enterprise  and  strong  deter- 
mination. He  was  born  in  Cooke  county,  Texas, 
July  24.  i860,  and  is  descended  from  Scotch  an- 
cestry, tracing  the  line  back  to  Sir  William  Wal- 
lace and  the  royalty  of  Scotland.  Parker  S.  Doss, 
the  grandfather  of  our  subject,  was  born  in  Vir- 
ginia and  at  an  earlv  day’  removed  to  Tennessee, 
becoming  a pioneer  settler  of  that  country.  In 
1836  he  made  his  way  southwest  to  the  republic 
of  Texas  and  settled  in  Red  River  county’  with 
his  entire  family,  numbering  nine  sons  and  two 
daughters.  He  also  brought  with  him  a number 
of  Kentucky  race  horses,  for  at  that  day  horse 
racing  was  a very’  popular  sport  and  one  in 
which  Mr.  Doss  took  great  delight.  He  secured 
a large  tract  of  land  and  improved  a good  farm. 
He  owned  a number  of  slaves  and  was  one  of  the 
substantial  citizens  of  the  country,  having  valu- 
able real  and  personal  property’  interests.  In  the 
evening  of  life  he  was  enabled  to  enjoy  the  fruits 
of  former  years  and  enjoy  many  of  the  comforts 
and  luxuries  that  go  to  make  life  worth  living. 
He  died  at  the  old  family  homestead  in  Texas  in 
his  eighty’-seventh  year.  He  was  a member  of 
the  Masonic  fraternity  and  exemplified  the  spirit 
of  the  craft  which  is  based  upon  mutual  helpful- 
ness and  brotherly  kindness.  Of  his  children  the 
eldest  was  bom  in  1797  and  the  youngest,  Samuel 
E.  Doss,  in  1824,  all  being  natives  of  Virginia. 

Samuel  E.  Doss  accompanied  his  parents  on 
their  various  removals  to  Tennessee  and  to  Tex- 
as, arriving’  in  the  Lone  Star  state  in  1836  when 
twelve  years  of  age.  Here  he  was  reared  to  man- 
hood, remaining  under  the  parental  roof  until 
eigliteen  years  of  age,  when  he  was  employed  by 
his  brother,  Washington,  as  a clerk  in  his  store. 
There  he  remained  for  a number  of  years,  after 
which  he  purchased  a stock  of  goods  and  earned 
on  business  for  himself  at  Bonham,  conducting  a 
retail  mercantile  enterprise  for  several  years.  In 
1852  he  was  married  and  about  the  same  time  he 
sold  his  stock  and  removed  to  Cooke  county, 
Texas,  where  he  established  what  became  widely 
known  as  the  Hog  Eye  (or  5T  2)  ranch.  He  pur- 
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cha.sed  some  land,  built  a home  lor  him.self  and 
family  and  there  engaged  in  the  stock  business, 
expecting  to  make  his  permanent  abode  at  that 
place,  but  later,  because  of  Indian  <lepre<lations, 
he  liad  to  move  his  family  to  Gainesville  for  safe- 
ty'. He  continued  in  the  cattle  business,  however, 
on  the  free  range  until  1870.  During  the  recon- 
struction period  in  1865  and  1866,  for  the  safety 
of  his  interests,  he  sent  five  thousand  head  of  cat- 
tle to  the  Concho  river  country'  and  established  a 
new  ranch.  I.atcr  in  tire  fall  of  1866  a faid  was 
made  on  his  ranch  and  stock  by'  men  who  ap- 
peared to  be  Indians,  but  it  is  thought  that  they 
were  white  men  painted  up  to  resemble  the  red 
race.  They,  however,  were  assisted  by'  Indians, 
and  Mr.  Doss’  entire  herd  of  cattle  was  driven  off. 
The  few  settlers,  how'ever,  rallied  and  started  in 
pursuit.  They  had  a running  fight  of  fifteen 
miles,  at  the  end  of  which  time  the  thiev  -s  were 
reinforced  and  drove  the  settlers  back,  and 
other  available  property  on  the  ranch  was  tlien 
taken.  This  caused  Mr.  Doss  to  abandon  the 
Concho  ranch  and  he  returned  to  Cooke  county, 
picking  up  the  remnant  of  his  herd  and  starting 
anew  at  the  old  fT  2 ranch,  where  some  stock  had 
been  left.  At  the  opening  of  the  Civil  war  he  had 
used  his  influence  in  behalf  of  the  Confederacy 
and  at  first  sent  a substitute  to  the  eastern  army, 
while  to  his  cow'boys  and  others  who  wanted  to 
go  to  the  war  he  furnished  horses  and  equip- 
ments, thus  doing  much  to  forward  the  cause  of 
the  Confederacy.  Later  Mr.  Doss  himself  joined 
the  regiment  under  command  of  Colonel  James 
Rowland  and  remained  in  the  frontier  service. 
He  was  active  and  influential  in  community  af- 
fairs, and  he  served  as  juryman  at  Gainesville  at 
the  trial  of  tlie  traitors  when  a large  number  of 
men  were  hung  for  that  offense,  after  having  re- 
ceived a fair  and  impartial  trial  before  a jury  of 
the  best  men  of  the  county.  Mr.  Doss  was  a slave 
OAvner  and  became  a wealthy  and  substantial  cit- 
izen. He  w'as  identified  with  all  important  busi- 
ness interests  of  his  community  and  his  efforts 
contributed  in  large  measure  to  the  material  im- 
provement of  the  part  of  the  state  in  w'hich  he 
made  his  home. 

After  the  w'ar  was  over  and  the  reconstruction 
period  had  passed  Samuel  E.  Doss  sold  the  old 

2 ranch  and  again  turned  his  attention  to  stock 
ranching  elsewhere.  He  purchased  seventy-four 
hundred  and  eighty  acres  of  land  at  the  Rowland 
Station,  in  the  Red  River  valley  of  Montague 
county',  fenced  this  and  made  permanent  im- 
provements there,  establishing  his  home  and  mak- 
ing it  his  place  of  residence  throughout  his  re- 
maining days.  He  was  quite  successful  until  the 
big  break  in  the  price  of  stock  in  1883-4,  which 
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affected  him  materiaily.  He  was  ai  that  tiiiit 
feeding  for  tlie  market  nine  hundred  arul  sixty 
head  of  big  steers,  but  of  this  number  four  hun- 
drcfl  and  forty'-five  hettd  died  of  a disease,  'lliis 
caused  another  heavy'  loss,  from  which  i\Lr.  Doss 
never  fully'  recovered.  He  was  a gentleman  of 
strong  purpose,  of  indefatigtible  energy  and  a 
good  financier,  and  though  he  su tiered  losses  it 
was  not  through  lack  of  management  but  be- 
cause of  the  condition  of  the  times,  fn  |Kilitics  be 
Avas  a strong  Dcmocr.at.  but  ncAcr  a.'-pired  to  po- 
litical preferment.  In  the  Masonic  fraternity 
he  attained  the  Royal  .\rcb  <legree.  Me  was  a 
man  aboA'C  the  average  size,  f)ortiv  and  fine  look- 
ing, and  moreover  he  conimainled  the  re.spect  and 
confidence  of  all  Avho  knew  him.  He  was  char- 
itable to  the  needy,  SA'mpathetic  with  the  afflicted 
and  Avas  a faithful  friend  and  neighbor  who  iicA  er 
betray'ed  a trust. 

Samuel  E.  Doss  w'as  married  to  IMiss  Sarah  A. 
RoAvland,  an  estimable  lady,  Avhose  natural  cul- 
ture and  refinement  endeared  her  to  many'.  She 
was  born  in  Tennessee  and  Avas  a daughter  of 
Tames  Rowdand.  The  father  was  born  in  South 
Carolina  and  was  a son  of  Rcnjaniin  Rowland 
of  the  same  state,  in  Avhich  he  was  married,  while 
his  children  were  also  born  there.  He  after- 
ward removed  to  North  Caroliii.a  and  later  to 
Kentucky,  Avhich  Avas  at  that  time  being  opened 
up  to  civilization.  It  Avas  the  period  folloAving  the 
discoveries  of  Daniel  Roone,  and  he  secured  land 
there  and  remained  a resident  of  that  locality  un- 
til 1844,  wdien  he  rcmoA'ed  to  Texas,  spending  his 
remaining  day's  in  this  state,  his  death  occurring 
in  I’annin  county'.  He  aaus  of  Scotch-Irish 
descent.  'I' wo  of  his  sons  had  preceded  him  to 
Texas,  jedin  IM.  Iiavitig  come  in  1838.  while 
James  Rowland  arriA'ed  in  1839.  Roth  became 
very'  prominent  and  were  actively  connected  with 
events  that  formed  the  history'  of  the  republic  and 
also  the  early  annals  of  the  .state  of  Texas. 

James  RoAvland,  Avho  was  more  familiarly 
knoAA'n  as  Colonel  Rowland,  was  reared  to  man- 
hood in  Kentucky  and  was  there  united  in  mar- 
riage to  Catherine  Wells,  after  which  he  removed 
to  Weakley  county',  Tennes.sec,  where  he  engaged 
in  buy'ing  and  selling  slaA'e.s  and  horses,  Avhich  he 
took  into  Alabama  and  Mississippi.  Later  he  was 
connected  Avith  others  in  horse  racing  ventures 
and  after  meeting  Avith  some  financial  rcA'crses  he 
came  to  Te.xas  in  1839  to  recuperate  his  lost  for- 
tune. Northern  Texas  was  then  settled  as  far 
Avest  as  the  present  site  of  Paris,  and  in  that  lo- 
cality Mr.  Rowland  established  liis  home,  lie 
found  two  families  there  and  cast  in  his  lot  A\ith 
the  pioneer  residents.  He  Avas  made  deputy  sur- 
veyor and  after  one  year’s  service  he  found  a 
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coniimmity  suutli  of  Honey  Grove,  on  Sulphur 
creek,  in  which  locality  he  settled.  Later  he  had 
many  encounters  witli  the  Indians,  and  he  took  a 
helpful  part  in  resisting  their  attacks  and  depre- 
dations, and  was  also  closely  associated  with 
other  events  of  importance  in  the  pioneer  district. 
He  was  appointed  by  President  Samuel  Houston 
to  the  position  of  collector  of  duties  along  the 
Red  river  to  the  Louisiana  line,  where  he  became 
involved  with  the  United  States  officers,  who 
claimed  goods  that  Mr.  Doss  had  stored,  and 
when  he  refiused  to  relinquish  the  goods  the 
Lffiited  States  officers  tied  him  and  took  the  goods 
from  his  custody.  Later  for  this  act  the  United 
States  government  had  to  pay  the  republic  of 
Texas  twenty-six  thousand  dollars.  Following 
the  annexation  of  Tc.xas  to  the  Union  in  1844  the 
war  of  Mexico  came  on  and  General  Taylor 
called  for  volunteer  recruits,  at  which  time  Colo- 
nel Young  and  Colonel  Rowland  raised  a large 
force  of  men  and  marched  to  San  Antonio,  where 
the  latter  halted  his  forces,  while  he  W'ent  on  to 
Matamoras  to  see  General  Taylor,  w'ho  directed 
him  to  return  to  San  Antonio,  as  General  Wool 
would  be  tliere  and  attend  to  that  part  of  the  com- 
mand. Before  Wool  arrived,  how-ever,  Colonel 
Harney  had  taken  the  command  with  four  com- 
panies of  dragoons  and  crossed  the  Rio  Grande. 
General  Wool,  however,  ordered  the  troops  to  re- 
turn in  charge  of  Colonel  Young  and  Colonel 
Rowland.  He  then  informed  them  that  all  sol- 
diers would  be  sworn  in  for  three  years,  or  during 
the  war,  rmd  that  no  new  regiments  could  be  re- 
ceived, but  that  all  could  join  t>ther  regiments.  All 
this  cau^ed  the  men  to  become  dissatisfied  and 
some  cnlisteil,  w hile  others,  with  the  two  colonels, 
returned  to  their  homes  in  Texas.  Later  Colonel 
Rowland  removed  to  Cooke  county  and  settled 
a large  tract  of  land  at  Delaware  Rend,  where  he 
improved  an  extcn.sive  farm,  remaining  there  un- 
til the  ordinance  of  secession  was  passed  by  the 
state,  he  taking  an  active  ]>art  in  the  jirocccdings. 
He  raised  a regiment  which  was  assigned  to  duty 
in  protecting  the  border  and  [latroled  the  Red 
river,  where  many  .skirmishes  and  figdits  with  the 
Indians  occurred.  llis  headquarters  were  at 

< .aiiu  sville  and  there  w ere  many  e.xciting  events, 
not  only  because  of  the  Indian  U|)risings,  but  also 
lieeause  of  the  mimbt  r of  traitors  who  were 
found,  several  of  them  being  hung  after  a fair 
trial.  Colonel  Rowlaiiil  was  wrongfully  accused 
of  instituting  the  agitation  that  resulted  in  the 
hanging  and  was  marked  for  the  vengeance  of 
the  traitors'  associates,  as  was  Colonel  Young. 

< 'll  one  occasion  the  two  were  filling  on  horse- 
hack  to  Colonel  Rowland's  farm,  when  sliots  were 
fired  at  them.  Colonel  Young  was  mortally 


wounded,  but  Colonel  Rowland  escaped  injury. 
After  the  close  of  the  war  he  spent  his  remain- 
ing days  at  the  old  homestead,  his  attention  being 
given  to  agricultural  pur.suits.  Subsequent  to  his 
return  from  the  Mexican  war  he  \yas  elected  and 
served  for  two  terms  in  the  state  legislature.  He 
was  prominent  in  all  the  development  of  Texas 
and  in  man)'  of  the  events  which  framed  the  his- 
tory of  that  state.  He  was  married  three  times 
and  the  only  child  of  the  first  union  was  Marga- 
ret, now’  the  wife  of  George  James,  governor  of 
the  Chickasaw  Nation.  There  were  two  daugh- 
ters by  the  second  marriage;  Sarah  A.,  who  be- 
came Mrs.  Doss,  and  Mrs.  Nancy  Day.  Of  the 
third  marriage  there  was  one  son  and  one  daugh- 
ter: William,  who  is -living  in  De.xter,  Cooke 
county,  Texas,  and  Mrs.  Lora  Rarnett.  Colonel 
Bow’land  was  a Mason  and  a very  prominent  cit- 
izen. his  name  being  inseparably  a.ssociated  with 
the  annals  of  the  state  because  of  the  active  and 
helpful  part  w'hich  he  took  in  its  substantial  im- 
provement. 

Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Samuel  E.  Doss  were  born 
four  children:  J.  P.,  who  is  living  in  Seymour, 
Texas;  D.  B.,  of  this  review;  Ida,  the  wife  of  T. 
H.  LaForce,  and  Samuel,  who  died  in  Eastern 
Texas,  leaving  three  children.  The  mother  of 
our  subject  died  at  Gainesville,  Texas,  in  1880. 
She  was  a consistent  and  worthy  member  of  the 
Cumberland  Presbyterian  church. 

D.  B.  Doss  acquired  a common  school  educa- 
tion and  was  reared  to  the  stock  business.  He  re- 
mained at  home  after  putting  aside  his  te.xt  books, 
assisting  his  father  in  his  farming  and  stock-rais- 
ing interests  during  the  latter’s  life,  and  after  the 
death  of  his  father  he  and  his  brothers  took 
charge  of  the  estate,  wdiich  they  settled  up.  pay- 
ing off  all  indebtedness  and  thus  su.staining  the 
honor  of  the  family  name  untarnished.  In  i8(X) 
D.  B.  Doss  engaged  in  business  for  him.self  in 
trading  and  handling  cattle,  which  he  yet  con- 
tiniies.  He  commenced  with  a small  tract  of  land 
that  belonged  to  his  father’s  e.state,  but  later  he 
c.xtcnded  the  boundaries  of  this  place  by  addi- 
tional purchase.  He  still  resides  upon  the  farm 
and  he  has  placed  some  of  the  land  under  cultiva- 
tion for  the  purpose  of  raising  feed.  He  buys 
and  handles  cattle  and  gives  nearly  all  of  his  at- 
tention to  this  business,  in  which  he  is  quite  suc- 
cessful. He  was  engaged  for  a short  time  in 
merchandizing  at  Ringgold,  but  prefers  the  out- 
door life  and  is  now  successfully  conducting  his 
cattle  interests. 

Mr.  Doss  was  married  to  Miss  .Anna  Easley, 
who  w'as  born  at  Clayton,  Illinois,  June  14.  1866, 
and  is  a lady  of  intelligence  and  culture,  whose 
parents  were  William  and  Phebc  (Tetor)  Easley, 
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the  former  a native  of  Kentucky  and  the  latter 
of  Virginia.  They  were  married  in  Illinois  and 
in  1875  removed  to  Texas,  where  her  fatlier  was 
well  known  as  a popular  physician  and  farmer. 
He  was  also  a veteran  of  the  Mexichn  war  and 
was  one  of  the  California  argonauts,  who  went 
across  the  plains  to  the  Pacific  coast  in  1849  at- 
tracted by  the  discovery  of  gold.  He  was  enter- 
prising and  public  spirited  and  co-operated  in 
many  measures  for  the  general  good.  He  held 
membership  in  the  Masonic  fraternit}'  and  was  a 
devoted  member  of  the  Christian  church.  In  poli- 
tics he  was  originally  a Republican,  and  after- 
ward became  a stanch  Prohibitionist,  but  he  never 
sought  or  desired  office.  His  many  excellent 
traits  of  character  gained  him  warm  regard  and 
high  esteem  and  wherever  he  lived  he  >became 
widely  and  favorably  knowui.  He  died  in  April, 
1883,  and  is  yet  surHved  by  his  wife,  who  is  now 
living  at  Waco,  Texas,  at  the  ripe  old  age  of 
seventy-one  years.  Their  children  were:  Jessie, 
Aaron  C.,  W'ho  is  principal  of  the  commercial  de- 
parmient  of  the  Texas  Christian  University ; Mrs. 
.'\nna  Doss ; George,  an  insurance  agent ; Thom- 
as, a dentist ; Julia,  the  wife  of  C.  Robinson,  and 
Dudley,  a farmer. 

, Mr.  and  Mrs.  Doss  have  become  the  parents  of 
two  interesting  children : Carl,  born  April  14, 
1891,  and  Dellrert,  born  November  16,  1892. 
Both  the  parents  are  members  of  the  Christian 
church,  and  Mr.  Doss  is  an  exemplary  repre- 
sentative of  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fel- 
lows. Politically  he  is  a Democrat  and  in  all 
matters  of  public  improvement  and  progress  he 
is  interested  to  the  extent  of  giving  his  co-opera- 
tion to  any  movement  for  the  general  good. 

URIAH  G.  T-VYLOR,  a capitalist  and  real 
estate  dealer,  whose  operations  in  the  latter  line 
liave  been  of  substantial  benefit  in  the  upbuilding 
and  improvement  of  San  Angelo,  claims  Ken- 
tucky as  the  state  of  his  nativity.  He  was  born  in 
Hart  county  April  17,  1853,  of  the  marriage  of 
A.  J.  and  Nancy  (Alexander)  Taydor.  His  father 
was  of  a Virginia  family,  but  for  many  years  re- 
sided in  Hart  county',  Kentucky,  where  he  died. 
There  his  widow  is  still  living  upon  the  old  Tay- 
lor homestead.  Their  son,  Samuel  Evans  Taydor, 
is  a prominent  lawyer  of  San  Angelo.  He  ac- 
quired his  literary'  education  at  Rowling  Green, 
Kentudty,  also  studied  law  there  and  was  ad- 
mitted to  the  bar  at  San  Angelo.  He  has  served 
for  two  years  as  district  attorney  and  four  y'ears 
as  county  attorney'  of  Tom  Green  county  and  he 
has  a large  priv'ate  practice  connecting  him  with 
much  of  the  important  litigation  tried  in  the 


courts  of  his  district.  His  wife  is  Jetmnie  (Cain) 
Taylor. 

Uriah  G.  Taylor  supplemented  his  early  edu- 
cational privileges  by  a course  of  .study  in  Gilead 
In-stitute,  in  Canmer,  Kenrucky,  where  he  pre- 
pared especially  for  the  profession  of  civil  engi- 
neering. He  was  afterward  elected  county'  sur- 
veyor of  Hart  county,  but  thinking  that  he  might 
win  more  rapid  advancement  in  business  life  in 
Texas  he  made  his  way  to  this  state  in  1882,  set- 
tling in  San  Angelo,  Tom  Green  county,  where 
he  has  lived  continuously  since.  For  six  years 
he  was  county  surveyor  here,  and  was  also  at 
one  time  city  engineer  at  San  Angelo.  In  the 
former  capacity  he  surveyed  nearly  all  of  the 
land  in  Tom  Green  county,  the  boundaries  of 
which  extended  at  that  time  to  Pecos  river,  and 
thus  he  became  thoroughly  familiar  with  the  en- 
tire district  of  we.stern  Texas  and  recognized  its 
possibilities  and  value.  From  the  beginning  of  his 
residence  here  he  has  made  a special  study  of  real 
estate  in  San  Angelo  and  the  surrounding  coun- 
try and  has  been  engaged  in  this  business  for 
many'  years,  meeting  with  unvarying  success.  He 
has  negotiated  some  very  important  realty  tran.s- 
fers,  one  of  the  mo.st  prominent  operation.s  of 
realty  being  Angelo  Heights,  the  beautiful  resi- 
dence district  on  the  east  slope  of  the  Nortn 
Concho,  extending  within  four  blocks  of  'he 
court  house.  This  land,  covering  a tract  of  four 
hundred  acres,  was  purchased  by  Mr.  Taylor  and 
was  divided  into  residential  lots,  sixteen  hundred 
in  number.  This  is  now  being  sold  exclusively 
to  home  builders,  and  is  a splendid  sulmrb,  hav- 
ing all  the  city  improvements,  including  water- 
works. electric  light  and  telephone  sy  stems,  fhe 
laud  lies  high  and  dry  and  is  an  ideal  home  build- 
ing site.  Tliere  are  permanent  re.strictions  against 
saloons  and  other  objectionable  features,  and  ncj 
lots  will  be  sold  to  l\Ie-xicans  or  negroes.  Before 
Mr.  Tavlor  had  e.xploited  tliis  pro|ierl\'  he  made 
a personal  investigation  of  suburban  buildings  in 
some  of  the  older  eastern  cities,  especially  with  a 
view  to  put  in  effect  the  restrictions  ab<'ve  re- 
ferre'd  to,  it  being  his  object  to  make  Angelo 
Heights  a district  in  which  pa)i)le  might  have 
homes  in  a refined  neighborhcHjd  and  be  forever 
free  from  the  danger  of  undesirable  neighbors  or 
business  enterprises.  Ttir.  Taylor  donated  fifteen 
acres  of  this  suburb  to  the  city  for  a public  park. 
His  work  in  this  direction  is  certainly  most  com- 
mendable and  in  the  development  of  the  enter- 
prise he  has  shown  excellent  business  ability,  ex- 
ecutive force  and  keen  sagacity.  IMoreover  his 
work  deserves  the  credit  and  praise  of  those  who 
wish  to  have  homes  in  an  exclusive  residence  dis- 
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trict  '.hat  ilit-v  ma\  Ifriiit;  up  their  families  in  the 
niihst  <>i  an  atmosphere  <T  culture  and  refine- 
ment. Anptelo  IJcipfhts  will  long  stand  as  a mon- 
ument to  the  business  enterprise  and  public  spirit 
of  its  foim-ler. 

Mr.  Ta'lor  also  deals  in  country  and  city  real 
e.'tate,  much  of  v,  hich  he  owns  himself.  He  is 
likfwi.se  the  owner  of  four  husiness  buildings  on 
Oiadhourne  avenue,  the  main  husiness  street  of 
San  .Angelo,  together  with  other  valuable  prop- 
ert\ , ami  in  addition  to  his  realty  interests  he  is 
director  in  the  Western  National  Bank. 

Mr.  Taylor  was  married  in  1896  to  Miss  M.  A. 
Potter,  of  West  Troy,  New  York.  He  has  fra- 
ternal relations  with  the  Knights  of  I’ythias  and 
with  the  Masons,  iiavdng  taken  the  degrees  of  the 
Royal  Arch  chapter  and  of  the  commanclery.  He 
is  likewise  a member  of  the  B>usiness  Men’s  Club. 
He  is  justly  regarded  as  a sound,  conservative 
business  man,  always  avoiding  speculation,  and 
the  safe  policy,  which  he  inausrurated  commends 
itself  to  the  judgment  of  all.  He  is  a typical  rep- 
re.sentative  of  that  class  of  citizens,  who,  while 
promciting:  individual  success,  also  contribute 
in  large  measure  toward  the  development  and 
progre.ss  of  their  section  of  the  country. 

J.  B.  CARMICBIAEL,  M.D.,  who  in  the  practice 
of  medicine  and  surgery  in  Nocona  has  demon- 
strated his  superior  ability  and  his  right  to  rank 
with  the  more  capable  members  of  the  profession 
in  -Montague  county,  was  born  in  South  Carolina, 
September  14,  1864.  His  parents  were  J.  L.  and 
Mary  (Spears)  Carmichael,  the  former  a native 
of  Georgia  and  the  latter  of  South  Carolina.  The 
father  was  a son  of  William  Carmichael,  a native 
of  North  Carolina,  who  in  that  state  owned  a large 
plantation  and  many  slaves.  He  was  an  influen- 
tial resident  of  his  community  and  took  an  active 
part  in  its  public  life.  He  served  as  justice  of  the 
pe,ace  for  a number  of  years  and  in  all  life’s  rela- 
tions w.as  highly  respected,  his  genuine  worth 
winning  him  the  esteem  of  all  with  whom  he  came 
in  contact.  He  died  in  1886  at  the  age  of  eighty- 
three  years.  He  held  membership  in  the  Primitive 
Baptist  church,  was  one  of  its  deacons  and  was 
widely  and  favorably  known  for  his  integrity 
and  lionor,  which  were  unassailable.  The  mem- 
bers of  his  family  were:  Hilliard,  who  died  in 
Georgia;  JMarion  and  Daniel,  yet  living;  Joseph 
L.,  father  of  our  subject;  Elizabeth,  the  wife  of 
J.  Fowler;  Polly,  the  wife  of  William  Johnson; 
Dora,  the  deceased  wife  of  A.  B.  Qnastain;  Jane, 
the  wife  of  William  Cliafin ; and  Emma,  who 
married  B,  Cliastain  after  the  death  of  her 
sister  Dora.  The  four  sons  all  served  as  members 
of  the  Confederate  army  in  the  Civil  War.  The 


family  were  rearei!  in  the  Baptist  church,  with 
w hich  the  ineml>er.‘;  of  the  household  all  became 
identified. 

Joseph  L.  Carmichael  wa.s  reared  in  Georgia, 
where  he  wa.s  married  and  made  his  home  for 
many  years.  He  served  in  the  Civil  War  and 
later  carried  on  agricultural  pursuits  in  the  .state 
of  his  nativity  until  1893,  when  he  came  to 
Nocona,  where  he  was  engaged  in  the  operation 
of  a cotton  gin.  The  lo.ss  of  hi.s  father’s  slaves 
during  the  Civil  War  greatly  crippled  the  finances 
of  the  family  and  it  was  necessary  for  Mr.  Car- 
michael to  depend  entirely  upon  his  own  re- 
sources and  labors  for  a living.  Subsequent  to 
his  removal  to  Texas  he  was  prospering  in  his 
business  undertakings  but  death  claimed  him  on 
the  8th  of  May,  1898.  While  living  in  Georgia  he 
served  as  justice  of  the  peace  for  a number  of 
years  and  in  Nocona  was  elected  to  the  office  of 
alderman,  which  position  he  was  filling  at  the 
time  of  his  demise.  His  wife  still  survives  him 
and  now  at  the  age  of  sixty-three  years  is  living 
with  her  son,  W.  D.  Carmichael.  Her  father, 
Josiah  Spears,  was  a native  of  South  Carolina, 
where  he  carried  on  farming  and  milling  and  he 
filled  a number  of  offices  of  honor  and  trust.  He 
merited  the  confidence  which  was  uniformly  ex- 
tended him  and  his  upright  life  was  in  many 
respects  worthy  of  emulation.  His  death  oc- 
curred in  Georgia  in  1902  when  he  had  reached 
the  venerable  age  of  eighty-eight  years.  In  his 
family  vvere  eight  children : Mrs.  Anna  Save ; 
Mrs.  Mary  Carmichael;  James,  a farmer; 
Rhoda,  the  wife  of  N.  Patterson;  Ellen,  the  wife 
of  J.  Edge;  Joshua,  a successful  agriculturist 
who  served  as  sheriff  of  his  county  for  eight 
years  ; George,  a farmer ; and  Isaac,  who  was 
conscripted  at  the  time  of  the  Civil  War  and 
being  taken  prisoner  died  at  Ciainp  Chase,  Ohio. 

To  Air.  and  Mrs.  Carmichael  were  born  eight 
children ; Joseph  B„  of  this  review ; Tinie,  the 
wife  of  B.  Miller;  Lizzie,  the  wife  of  William 
Johnson ; William  D-,  a pharmacist  add  partner 
of  Dr.  Carmichael  in  his  store  and  gin ; Rhoda, 
the  wife  of  B.  Haiise;  James  D.,  an  attorney  at 
law  in  Chickasaw  Nation  in  the  Indian  Territory' ;. 
Anna,  the  wife  of  F.  Fry ; and  Emma,  who  com- 
pletes the  family. 

Joseph  B.  Carmichael  was  reared  to  farm  life 
and  began  his  education  in  the  common  schools, 
passing  through  successive  grades  until  he  had 
completed  the  high  school  course  at  Canton, 
Georgia.  He  thus  acquired  a liberal  literary 
education.  He  taught  for  three  years  and  when 
nineteen  years  of  age  he  began  reading  medicine 
under  the  direction  of  Dr.  E.  E.  Roberts  of 
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Woodstock,  Georgia,  with  whom  he  continuetl  for 
two  years.  He  rode  with  him  in  his  practice  and 
assisted  him  in  the  actual  work  of  the  profession, 
so  that  he  gained  broad  practical  knowledge  as 
well  as  theoretical  training.  In  1883  matric- 
ulated in  the  medical  department  of  the  Univer- 
sity of  Georgia,  in  which  he  pur.sued  a two  years' 
course  and  was  graduated  in  March,  1885,  on  the 
completion  of  a course  in  medicine  and  surgery. 
He  then  came  to  Texas  and  entered  upon  the 
practice  of  his  profession  in  Ronita,  Montague 
county.  There  he  remained  for  fourteen  years, 
following  his  profession  with  excellent  success, 
and  in  1899  he  removed  to  Nocona,  where  he  yet 
resides.  Here  he  has  secured  a liberal  patronage 
as  a member  of  the  medical  fraternity  and  he  is 
also  associated  with  his  brother,  W.  D.  Car- 
michael, in  carrjdng  on  a drug  store.  They  like- 
wise built  and  operate  a cotton  gin  and  Dr.  Car- 
michael gives  unremitting  attention  to  his  busi- 
ness, in  which  he  is  meeting  with  very  creditable 
and  gratifying  success.  He  has  a well  equipped 
office  supplied  wdth  all  modern  appliances  and  is 
thoroughly  conversant  with  the  latest  ideas  and 
improvements  concerning  medical  practice. 

Dr.  Carmichael  was  married  in  Kendall  county, 
Texas,  in  1887,  to  Miss  Sally  Smithson,  who  was 
bom  in  Tennessee  in  1864  and  is  a daughter  of 
William  and  Mary  Smithson,  likewise  natives  of 
that  state.  Her  father  was  a farmer  by  occupa- 
tion and  on  his  removal  to  Texas  in  1874  settled 
in  Delta  county,  while  later  he  took  up  his  abode 
in  Kendall  county.  In  1898  he  removed  to  Indian 
Territory",  where  he  followed  farming  until  his 
death  in  the  spring  of  190T.  He  was  a consistent 
member  of  the  Missionary  Baptist  church  and 
took  a very  deep  and  helpful  interest  in  Sunday- 
school  work.  His  widow  still  survives  and  is  yet 
living  in  the  territory  near  Comanche.  In  their 
family  were  six  children;  Elizabeth,  thq  wife  of 
William  Giles;  Mrs.  Sarah  Carmichael;  Fr^k- 
lin,  a farmer ; Lulu,  the  deceased  wife  of  William 
Salmon;  Tommy,  who  after  the-  death  of  her 
sister  Lulu  became  the  wife  of  William  Salmon; 
and  Joseph,  also  an  agriculturist. 

Dr.  and  Mrs.  Carmichael  have  eight  children: 
William,  born  in  March,  1888:  Ola.  in  Februarj% 
1890;  Lizzie,  in  June,  1891 ; Ray,  in  September, 
1895 ; Clara,  in  October,  1897  ; Bryan,  in  October, 
18^ ; Robert  P.,  in  November,  1901 ; and  Ed- 
ward R.,  November  12,  1904.  The  parents  are 
members  of  the  Missionary  Baptist  church  and 
Dr.  Carmichael  is  also  connected  with  the  Wood- 
men of  the  World  and  the  Modem  Maccabees. 
He  is  a gentleman  of  broad  culture  and  scholarly 
attainments,  who  in  his  profession  had  made  rapid 
advancement  and  in  his  business  career  as  a rep- 


resentative of  commercial  and  industrial  inter- 
ests is  also  meeting  with  creditable  success. 

CAMPBELL  BCRNS  BEARD.  In  the  early 
days  of  Decatur’s  rush  and  thrift  and  growth  an 
aspiring  youth  in  the  last  years  of  his  minority 
cast  his  lot  with  its  citizenship  and  began  a long 
and  somewhat  varied  busine.ss  career.  He  was 
vigorous  of  body  and  bright  and  alert  of  mind, 
W'ith  business  training  and  with  the  fires  of  hope 
■burning  intensely  within  him.  Without  difficulty 
he  associated  himself  with  the  city’s  commercial 
world  and  dropped  naturally  into  the  social  at- 
mosphere of  the  leading  families  of  the  county. 
From  youth  to  manhood  and  on  past  the  meridian 
his  life  has  been  bound  up  with  that  of  his  town, 
and  through  his  varied  experiences  and  business 
connections  Campbell  B.  Beard  has  maintained 
himself  a figure  and  has  come  to  be  one  of  the  in- 
teresting characters  of  the  place. 

In  January,  1874,  Mr.  Beard  accepted  the  ad- 
vice of  Horace  Greeley  and  left  Charlotte,  North 
Carolina,  for  the  west  to  seek  fame  or  fortune  on 
the  frontier.  He  was  in  his  nineteenth  year,  and 
his  experience  for  two  years  as  shipping  clerk  for 
the  largest  wholesale  house  in  North  Carolina 
had  given  him  an  in.sight  into  the  basic  principles 
of  domestic  commerce  uncommon  to  one  of  his 
}'ears.  Having  growm  up  in  a store  his  boyhood 
training  familiarized  him  with  the  details  of  a 
general  store,  and  thus  strongly  equipped  he  en- 
tered the  store  of  Cates  & Wood  almost  upon  his 
arrival  in  Decatur  and  clerked  for  them  and  for 
Charles  D.  Cates,  their  successor,  for  three  years, 
w'hen  he  engaged  in  the  grocery  business  on  his 
own  account.  For  five  years  he  conducted  a busi- 
ness alone  and  the  profits  which  accrued  to  him 
and  finally  his  capital  itself  were  consumed  by 
an  enemy  which  victimized  him  by  its  dazzling 
smile  and  refreshing  draught  and  he  sought 
financial  relief  in  a clerkship  in  the  H.  Great- 
house  & Company  Bank.  He  kept  the  books  of 
the  institution  and  of  its  successor,  the  First 
National  Bank,  until  the  fall  of  1883,  W'hen  he  re- 
signed and  again  took  up  the  grocer}’  business. 
His  old  enemy  was  still  his  friend,  and  in  time 
his  business  was  again  strangled  and  sniffed  out 
and  he  then  resorted  to  the  real  estate  business. 
Business  changes  came  frequently  about  this  time 
and  he  kept  books  for  the  Mississippi  store  two 
years  subsequent  to  his  real  estate  brokerage 
career,  and  he  was  again  invited  into  the  First 
National  Bank.  About  this  juncture  it  dawned 
upon  him  that  he  was  just  about  to  be  bound  and 
gagged  by  his  old  enemy,  and  he  cut  the  tie  that 
had  bound  them  for  years,  took  a new  lease  on 
life,  a new'  hope  for  the  future  W’as  inspired  with- 
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in  him  and  he  rapidly  returned  to  his  former 
fresh,  vigorous  and  temperate  life.  He  remained 
with  the  bank  until  1904,  when  he  resigned  to 
engage  in  the  grocery'  business  for  the  third  time 
and  the  firm  of  C.  B.  Beard,  comprising  father 
and  sons,  is  one  of  the  leading  marts  of  trade  in 
the  county  seat. 

The  Tarheel  state  is  truly  the  mother  of  the 
Beards.  It  was  in  that  state  that  John  LevVis 
Beard,  the  great-grandfather  of  our  subject,  set- 
tled, or  rather  founded,  the  family  during  the 
t ears  of  our  colonial  history,  and  it  is  traditional- 
ly as.scrtcd  that  he  was  of  Scotch  descent.  In 
his  family  was  a son,  Florace  H.,  who  was  the 
grandfather  of  Campbell  B.,  our  subject,  and  an 
t)ld-time  merchant  of  Rowan  county,  North  Caro- 
lina. Horace  IT.  Beard  died  about  1858  at  an  ad- 
vanced age.  He  married  Margaret  Burns,  who 
bore  him  James  B. ; Joint,  of  Salisbury,  North 
Carolina;  Wdlliam  W.,  of  Georgia;  Lewis,  who 
died  in  Waco,  Texas,  in  1866;  Julia,  who  passed 
away  in  Salisbury,  North  Carolina,  unmarried; 
Maria,  of  HilLlxtro,  North  Carolina;  Sue. 
wife  of  Will  Hayes,  of  Hillsboro,  North  Caro- 
lina; Nora,  who  married  Robert  Long,  of  .Ashe- 
ville, North  Carolina. 

James  B.  Beard,  father  of  our  subject,  was 
boni  in  Rowan  county,  North  Carolina,  in  Janu- 
ary, 1830.  and  followed  in  his  father’s  footsteps 
by  engaging  in  the  mercantile  business  and  mak- 
ing it  his  vocation  through  life.  He  removed  to 
Catawba  countv  after  his  marriage  and  in  the 
town  of  Hickory  he  conducted  business  until  his 
death,  in  1807.  appointed  to  a position  in 

the  quartermaster’s  department  of  the  state  bj" 
Governor  A'ance  during  the  w'ar,  and  for  four- 
teen years  was  postmaster  of  his  little  towm,  be- 
ginning with  the  -Arthur  administration  and  run- 
ning into  Cleveland’s  second  term.  He  was  a 
Democrat,  and  belonged  to  no  society  but  the 
Episcopal  church,  lie  married  Mary  Camp- 
bell Bryce,  a daughter  of  Peter  Bryce,  a Scotch- 
man and  a cotton  factor  in  Columbia,  South 
Carolina.  Dr.  P.  Bryce,  hate  president  and  found- 
er of  the  Alabama  Asylum  for  the  Insane,  w as  the 
latter’s  son,  and  John  Y.  and  William  H.,  cotton 
factors  of  Charlotte,  North  Carolina,  and  Dr. 
James  Bryce,  w ho  died  an  able  physician  in  1869, 
w’ere  among  his  other  sons.  Mrs.  Mary  C.  Beard 
died  in  1884  at  sixty-one  years  of  age. 

Camjtbell  B.  Beard  and  his  brother,  James  B., 
Jr.,  of  Wise  county,  are  the  surviving  children 
of  their  parents,  and  the  only  ones  to  rear  fami- 
lie>.  The  fonner  was  educated  in  the  schools  of 
the  town  where  he  grew  up  and  remained  with 
his  father  till  pa.st  sixteen  years  of  age.  He  then 
felt  that  he  wa.s  i»re])arcd  to  assume  responsibili- 


ty for  himself  and  went  to  Charlotte  to  his  uncles 
and  there  secured  a clerkship  with  the  leading 
wholesale  house  of  the  state,  as  above  made 
known.  Having  decided  to  know  the  west  and 
be  identified  with  it  he  came  Itither  with  his 
small  savings  and  assumed  a modest  station 
among  the  men  of  wealth  and  influence  in  the 
then  cattle  center  of  the  northw'est. 

September  27,  1876,  he  married  Ella,  only- 
daughter  of  the  financier  and  man-of-affairs,  the- 
late  Henry  Greathouse,  whose  business  life  af- 
fected the  welfare  of  Decatur  to  a large  degree 
and  who  was  prominently  connected  with  many 
of  her  early  financial  institution.s.  Air.  Great- 
house  came  to  Decatur  from  Boise  City,  Idaho, 
where  he  had  been  engaged  in  financial  ventures 
for  some  t'ears  and  in  which  State  he  was  one  of 
the  first  star  route  mail  contractors.  He  went 
there  from  Yreka,  California,  where  he  resided 
.several  years,  engaged  mainly  in  the  mail-con- 
tract business,  and  where  he  laid  the  founda- 
tion for  the  fortune  he  amassed  during  life.  He 
went  to  California  in  1849,  crossing  the  plains  on 
a mule,  with  a caravan,  and  stopping  in  Liver- 
more A'alley,  where  he  tried  mining  and  running 
cattle,  but  with  indifferent  success.  His  sagacit}- 
detected  the  wonderful  possibilities  for  money- 
making  in  taking  mail  contracts  and  he  soon  in- 
vested his  savings  in  a pack  train  and  got  his  new' 
business  under  way.  He  maintained  his  resi- 
dence at  Alarysville  a few'  years,  but  finalh'  estab- 
lished himself  at  Yreka,  where  in  i860  his  first 
wdfe  died  and  is  buried.  From  1856  to  1859  Mr. 
Greathouse  was  in  Texas,  where  wdth  his  brother 
Robert,  who  died  near  the  corners  of  Texas,  Ok- 
lahoma and  Kansas  while  driving  a herd  of  cattle 
to  Boise  City,  Idaho,  }ears  afterward,  engaged 
in  the  cattle  business  in  Southern  Texas.  He  was 
first  married  July  6.  1853,  to  Alary  Lehigh,  of 
Newport,  Kentuckv-,  and  July  1 5,  thirteen  years 
later,  he  married  Jemiie  L,  Call  in  Boise  City, 
hkalio.  His  children  were;  George,  a prominent 
stockman  of  Jack  county;  William,  who  died  in 
the  stock  business  in  M’ise  count}',  and  Ella,  now 
Mrs.  Beard.  Mr.  Greathouse  was  born  in  ATason 
county,  Kentucky’,  September  19.  1829.  He  was 
a son  of  William  Greathouse,  born  at  Shelby- 
ville.  Kentucky,  in  1791,  first  a lawyer  and  finally 
a planter  of  great  resources  and  success.  The 
latter  was  a soldier  of  the  w’ar  of  1812,  married 
Jane  Lewis,  and  of  their  tw’clve  cliildren  Henry’ 
was  the  ninth.  TTie  latter  acquired  a "’ood  edu- 
cation. and  his  wade  and  varied  business  experi- 
ence developed  him  into  a giant  of  finance.  He 
knew'  the  west  from  “A”  to  “Z”  and  western 
methods  in  business  brought  him  a rich  rew’ard. 
He  was  connected  with  the  successful  manage-. 
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ment  of  the  Decatur  oil  mill  and  was  a strong 
factor  in  the  Wise  County  Coal  Company,  as 
well  as  a leading  figure  in  the  First  National 
Bank,  the  successor  of  his  private  bank. 

When  Campbell  B.  Beard  married- he  was  just 
under  twentj'-one  years  of  age.  His  wife  was 
born  at  Yreka,  California,  February  21,  1859, 
and  was  only  twelve  years  of  age  when  she  ac- 
companied her  father  to  Decatur.  Their  union 
has  resulted  in  six  children,  as  follows:  Nellie, 
wife  of  William  A.  Miller,  Jr.,  of  Amarillo,  Tex- 
as, with  children,  Charlotte  and  Leroy ; James 
Bums,  cashier  of  the  Bank  of  Commerce,  of 
Frederick,  Oklahoma,  married  Frankie  Lair; 
William  H.,  wdio  is  with  his  father  in  the  firm  of 
C.  B.  Beard;  and  Harry  Lehigh,  Horace  Bruce 
and  Campbell  Brjxe.  Mr.  Beard  owns  and  controls 
extensive  property  interests  in  Decatur  and  Wise 
county,  is  a man  of  business,  w'ith  a ’decided 
penchant  for  social  intercourse  and  is  a Demo- 
crat without  political  ambition.  He  is  interested 
in  public  education,  and  his  position  on  the  school 
board  of  his  towm  gives  him  an  opportunity  tD 
carry  out  progressive  and  advanced  ideas  along 
educational  lines. 

THOMAS  MERIWETHER  MARKS.  The 
influence  of  the  press  of  Jack  county  received  a 
significant  impetus  wdieii  four  years  since  Thomas 
AI.  Alarks  became  the  editor  and  proprietor  of 
the  Jacksboro  News.  His  acquaintance  with  the 
practical  affairs  of  a printshop,  his  capability  as 
a news-eatherer  and  his  ability  in  presenting  en- 
tertainingly the  facts  of  local  history  as  they 
occur  from  day  to  day,  and,  lastly,  his  possession 
of  those  personal  traits  which  alwa}-s  attract  hu- 
mankind equip  him  for  a career  of  usefulness  in 
the  journalistic  field  of  his  favorite  county. 

The  family  which  our  subject  represents  was 
established  in  Jack  county  in  1877  by  Frank  AI. 
Alarks,  his  father,  who  came  hither  from  Cleve- 
land county,  Arkansas,  and  settled  upon  a 'farm 
some  miles  out  from  Jacksboro,  where  the  father 
passed  his  remaining  years  and  died  in  1890.  The 
latter  was  a plain  and  passingly  successful  farm- 
er, with  an  honorable  ancestry  and  of  Alabama 
birth.  His  birth  year  was  1826,  and  when  seven 
years  of  age  his  father,  John  Harvie  Alarks,  took 
up  his  residence  in  Arkansas,  and  near  Pine  Bluff 
the  senior  Alarks  opened  a farm,  built  a grist  mill 
and  brought  up  his  several  children  to  become 
honorable  men  and  women. 

John  Harvie  Alarks  W'as  born  in  Albemarle 
county,  Virginia,  and  was  descended  from  John 
and  Lady  Elizabeth  (Hastings)  Alarks,  who 
emigrated  from  England  and  settled  near  the 
eastern  shore  of  Virginia  while  our  country  was 


still  a dependency  of  the  British  crown.  From 
these  pioneer  ancestors  liave  sprung  many  gener- 
ations, and  the  branches  from  this  family  tree 
have  ramifications  in  many  of  the  commonwealths 
of  our  federal  union.  Distinguished  among  their 
posterity  was  Colonel  John  Alarks,  a soldier  of 
the  Revolution,  who  married  Luc}'  Aleriwether. 
the  mother  of  Aleriwether  Lewis,  a prominent 
figure  in  .American  history  during  the  formative 
period  of  our  national  life.  In  the  county  of  his 
adopted  Arkansas  home  John  Harvne  Alarks  wa,s 
recognized  as  a good  business  man  and  a citizen 
of  a high  order.  He  espoused  iJemocracy  in  poli- 
tics, was  honored  with  tlie  confidence  of  his  fel- 
low-citizens and  was  sent  to  the  state  legislature 
to  represent  his  county  before  the  war.  He  was 
twice  married,  and  by  his  fir.st  wife  had  Frank  AI., 
Rebecca,  who  married  Judge  Sorrels ; Alartha, 
wife  of  Aladison  Hudson;  AAnlliam  D.,  who  died 
in  Arkansas ; Emily,  who  became  Airs.  Thomas 
AI.  Dansby,  of  .Arkansas.  C hildren  were  born  to 
him  by  his  second  wife  also,  and  he  passed  awat’ 
near  the  scenes  of  his  active  life  at  the  ripe  age 
of  eighty  ) ears. 

Frank  AI.  Alarks  was  from  an  educational 
standpoint  a product  of  the  .Arkansas  rural 
.sch(X)ls,  and  later  attended  a college  in  Georgia. 
For  a companion  in  life  he  married  Rebecca 
Dansby,  whose  father,  Robert  Dansby.  t\as  a 
native  Georgian,  emigrating  from  Oglethorpe 
county,  where  Rebecca  S.  was  born  in  1840. 
Mrs.  Alarks  resides  with  her  son  on  the  old  home- 
stead in  Tack  county,  and  is  the  mother  of  Alary, 
wife  of  John  Bussey,  of  Cleveland  county,  Arlcan- 
sas;  Harriet,  who  married  H.  Reeves  and  lives  at 
Pine  Bluff,  Arkansas ; Thomas  AI..  of  this  sketch  : 
Eleanor  and  Frank  Harvie  who  reside  on  the 
Jack  county  farm. 

Frexn  the  age  of  seven  to  his  fifteenth  year 
Thomas  AI.  Alarks  was  a youthful  aid  to  the  con- 
duct of  the  family  rural  estate  in  Jack  countv. 
At  the  latter  age  he  took  a seat  at  the  printer’s 
case  in  Fort  AVorth,  first  on  the  Slock  Journal 
and  then  on  the  h'ort  AVorth  Gazette,  passing 
three  years  in  a printing  office  and  familiarizing 
himself  with  ever}'  detail  of  the  work.  Having 
acquired  his  trade  he  turned  his  attention  toward 
the  completion  of  his  education.  He  enrolled  as 
a student  in  the  college  at  Whitt,  Texas,  and 
while  there  ])ublishcd  a college  paper  called  The 
^loun,  which  venture  was  undertaken  largelv 
as  a means  of  providing  him  with  funds  to  keep 
him  in  school.  His  removal  from  Whitt,  after 
two  years,  caused  a total  cclip.se  of  The 
and  while  in  Granberry  College  for  three  and  a 
half  years  he  reached  the  junior  year  of  his 
course.  The  fourth  year  he  enteretl  as  a senior 
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at  Weatherforil  Collc-g-e  and  finished  the  course 
in  i8«X)  with  tlie  deforce  tif  A.  B.  His  college 
days  ended  and  cominenceincnt  time  actually 
achieved,  his  first  work  was  as  a rcj>ortcr  on  the 
Weatherford  Constitution  and  following  this 
he  engaged  in  a raLlier  unsuccessful  effort  at  job- 
printing  in  the  same  town.  Now  it  w’as  that  he 
look  up  school  work  as  a country  pedagogue  for 
two  years  and  while  so  emplo^'cd  conceived  the 
idea  of  entering  the  lecture  field,  perchance  his 
road  to  fame  and  fortune,  who  could  tell?  His 
]Xiculiar  mental  bent  suggested  the  humorous  side 
of  life  as  a subject  offering  a good  field  for  his 
efforts  and  he  wrote  and  lectured  on  “Queer 
I'eople,’’  covering  portions  of  his  state  and  filling 
engagements  for  some  two  years.  For  four  years 
following  his  lecture  tour  he  was  employed  on 
railroad  vork,  location  and  construction,  with 
a civil  engineering  party,  at  the  end  of  which 
time,  in  1901,  lie  purchased  the  Jacksboro 
News  of  .Simpson  and  Groner,  rehabilitated  it 
and  modernized  it  and  has  since  given  it  his 
whole  time.  The  Jacksboro  Ncus  was  found- 
ed in  1804  and  is  a five  coktmn  quarto,  devoted 
to  the  interests  of  Jack  county  and  to  the  promo- 
tion of  the  welfare  of  its  owner.  Its  policy  is 
onward  and  upward  anti  it  sings  the  praises  of 
1 temocracy  through  every  biennial  campaign. 

As  an  aid  to  his  office  Mr.  Marks  has  estab- 
lished a circulating  library  of  some  four  hundred 
and  fifty  volumes  of  standard  fiction,  science  and 
other  desirable  literature,  which  feature  is  great- 
ly beneficial  also  to  the  book-lovers  of  Jacksboro. 

May  12,  1904.  Mr.  Marks  married  Miss  Lutie 
Terrell,  a daughter  of  P>.  F.  Terrell,  who  came 
to  Texas  from  Moberly,  Missouri. 

Wdrj.IAM  H.  CUP.TXE,  a veteran  soldier  of 
the  Confederate  army  and  a p'onecr  settler  of 
Mfintague  county,  w'as  born  in  W'ashington  coun- 
ty, Virginia,  September  7,  1839.  He  w’as  edu- 
cated in  the  common  schools  and  was  reared 
to  farm  pursuits  on  the  old  family  homestead. 
His  parents  were  Whlliam  and  Nancy  (Neses- 
sary)  Cubine.  The  jiatcmal  grandfather.  John 
Culiine,  was  a native  of  the  Isle  of  Ylan  and  in 
hi.-'  younger  days  went  to  sea.  For  many  years 
he  was  a seafaring  man  and  eventually  he  came 
to  America,  settling  first  in  North  Carolina  and 
afterward  in  Virginia,  where  he.  S]')ent  his  remain- 
ing days  living  tlie  life  of  a fanner.  He  never 
as])ircil  to  office  or  public  preferment  of  any  kind, 
hut  devoieil  his  attention  to  his  agricultural  pur- 
suits. He  was  twice  married  and  by  the  first 
union  h.ad  two  children.  William  and  Margaret, 
who  were  twins.  The  mother  died  and  the  fa- 
ther married  again,  the  children  of  the  second 


marriage  being  Patrick,  John,  Margaret,  Eliza- 
beth. Matilda,  Catherine,  and  Mrs.  Aerick  Hill. 

William  Cubine,  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  North  Carolina  and  spent  a part  of  his 
youth  in  Virginia.  He  acquired  a liberal  educa- 
tion and  for  many  years  was  a school  teacher. 
At  the  time  of  his  marriage  he  began  farming 
in  Withe  county,  Virginia,  while  subsequently  he 
removed  to  Washington  county,  where  he  re- 
mained until  his  death  in  1871.  He  had  attained 
an  advanced  old  age,  having  been  born  February 
4,  1794.  His  entire  life  was  devoted  to  agricultural 
pursuits  and  he  was  also  for  many  years  a local 
preacher  in  the  Methodist  church  but  later  in 
life  he  affiliated  with  the  Swedenborgian  church, 
with  which  he  was  connected  up  to  the  time  of 
his  death.  He  was  very  charitable  to  the  poor 
and  needy,  sympathetic  with  the  afflicted  and  was 
a man  of  kindliness  and  generous  purpose,  rec- 
ognized by  those  who  knew  him  as  an  upright 
citizen,  a good  neighbor  and  kind  friend.  His 
integrity  and  honor  were  above  reproach  and 
he  was  respected  by  all  who  knew  him.  He 
remained  at  the  old  homestead  during  the  period 
of  the  Civil  war  and  both  armies  foraged  on  his 
place  and  destroyed  or  used  up  his  personal 
property'  and  provisions  until  he  was  almost 
left  penniless.  He  was  married  twice.  His  first 
union  was  with  a Miss  Harmon,  by  whom  he  had 
two  daughters,  Nancy  and  Matilda.  After  losing 
his  first  wife  he  married  Miss  Nancy  Nesessary, 
a native  of  the  Old  Dominion  and  a daughter  of 
William  Nesessary',  a pioneer  Methodist  preacher 
of  Virginia,  who  proclaimed  the  gospel  in  many 
hamlets  and  villages  of  that  state.  His  death 
occurred  in  southwestern  Virginia.  In  his  family 
were  ten  children:  James,  Thomas,  William, 
Henry,  Wesley,  Joseph,  John,  Rachel,  the  wife  of 
J.  Chadick,  Sally,  the  wife  of  Sam  Chadick,  and 
Mrs.  Nancy  Cubine.  Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cu- 
bine were  bom  five  children : Willicun  H.,  of 
this  review;  Mrs.  Lucinda  Waram;  Mrs.  Eliza- 
beth Bland ; and  Joseph  and  Emanuel,  who  are 
now  in  Oklahoma. 

WhlHam  H.  Cubine  was  born  and  reared  upon 
the  old  family  homestead  in  Virginia  and  re- 
mained under  the  parental  roof  until  1861,  when 
he  volunteered  for  service  in  the  Confederate 
anny  as  a member  of  the  Fourth  Tennessee  Cav- 
alry under  command  of  Colonel  B.  S.  Smith. 
I^ter  he  was  under  command  of  Colonel  Paul 
Anderson  and  subsequently  the  regiment  was  at- 
tached to  the  Eighth  and  Eleventh  Texas  Bri- 
gades. He  did  duty  in  Tennessee  and  Alabama, 
was  under  General  Forrest  and  took  part  in  all 
the  campaigns  with  his  command  and  in  many 
memorable  raids  and  hotly  contested  battles  of 
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the  Tennessee  Army.  v\t  different  times  he  was 
under  the  command  of  Sidney  Johnston  and  Joe 
Johnston  and  was  present  at  the  battle  of 
Shiloh  when  the  latter  was  killed.  He  remained 
with  Forrest  and  Wheeler  until  the  fall  of  At- 
lanta and  was  ever  in  active  duty,  often  being  in 
the  tliickest  of  the  fight.  He  never  had  a fur- 
lough during  his  four  years’  service  and  was 
seven  times  wounded  but  only  once  did  he  go  to 
the  hospital,  being  detennined  to  remain  with  his 
command.  He  was  a brave  and  valiant  soldier 
who  bore  unflinchingly  the  hardships  of  war  and 
never  faltered  in  meeting  the  enemy  even  when 
the  shot  and  shell  rained  thickest.  Prior  to  the 
time  of  Lee’s  surrender  he  had  been  transferred 
to  the  First  Virginia  Cavalry  and  was  at  Appo- 
mattox Courthouse,  but  the  brigade  to  which 
Mr.  Cubine  belonged,  hearing  of  the  surrender 
and  not  willing  to  give  up  to  the  enemy,  faced 
about  in  the  other  direction,  disbursed  and  went 
to  their  respectiv^e  homes.  Therefore  Mr.  Cubine 
has  not  yet  surrendered  and  he  has  still  in  his 
possession  his  side  arms  and  the  gun  which  he 
carried  on  the  battlefields.  The  old  gun  has  since 
done  good  service  in  Texas  in  killing  buffaloes 
and  other  game.  Mr.  Cubine  went  to  Lynchburg 
with  his  command  and  from  there  made  his  way- 
home. 

He  found  the  old  homestead  in  a dilapidated 
condition  and  his  parents  were  in  destitute  cir- 
cumstances owing  to  the  ravages  of  war.  His 
father  gave  him  control  of  the  place  and  he  as- 
sumed its  entire  management.  He  then  went  to 
work  to  build  up  the  farm  and  after  the  death  of 
his  father  he  remained  upon  the  old  homestead, 
continuing  tlie  w'ork  of  improvement  and  prog- 
ress. He  expended  much  labor  and  material 
in  placing  the  farm  once  more  m a good  condition 
and  in  making  the  needed  repairs.  He  Jhen 
turned  the  property  over  to  the  administrator 
after  which  Mr.  Cubine  came  to  Texas  in  March, 
1874,  He  first  located  in  Grayson  county,  wLere 
he  raised  a crop  and  the  same  year  he  bought 
a claim  in  Montague  county  on  the  old  Chism 
trail  on  Farmers’  Creek.  He  soon  found,  how^- 
ever,  that  he  had  located  in  close  proximity  to 
a clan  of  robbers  and  of  murderers  and  no  doubt 
many  times  his  lije  hung  in  the  balance,  for  he 
stood  as  a champion  of  law  and  order.  FIow- 
ever,  he  continued  to  reside  upon  his  claim  and 
there  remained  until  after  the  band  was  broken 
up,  some  of  its  members  being  sent  to  the  peniten- 
tiary, while  others  were  hung.  Mr.  Cubine  built 
a log  cabin,  made  rails  and  fenced  some  of  his 
land.  He  w'as  the  first  in  the  county  to  set  out 
fruit  trees  and  he  has  continued  the  work  of  im- 
provement and  progress  along  progressive  lines. 


resulting  greatly  to  the  benefit  of  the  communi- 
ty. He  had  to  go  six  riiiles  to  find  a boarding 
place  in  the  early  days  and  he  made  his  way  to 
and  from  there  by  different  routes  in  order  to 
avoid  being  waylaid  by  the  clan  of  robbers. 

In  1879  Mr.  Cubine  was  married  in  Montague 
county,  and  taking  up  his  abode  upon  his  farm 
he  carried  on  general  agricultural  pursuits.  He 
also  raised  some  stock,  for  the  range  was  free 
at  that  time  and  the  cattle  roamed  over  the 
.prairie  and  fattened  upon  the  native  grasses. 
Large  herds  of  buffalo  were  frequently  seen  and 
various  kinds  of  game  was  to  be  had  in  abund- 
ance. Wild  beasts  al.so  roamed  at  will  over  the 
prairie,  for  pioneer  conditions  existed,  the  w'ork 
of  progress  and  improvement  seeming  scarcely 
begpm.  As  the  years  passed,  however,  Mr.  Cu- 
bine continued  his  work  of  farming  and  met  with 
a creditable  measure  of  success.  He  also  es- 
tablished the  first  cotton  gin  and  later  as  he  be- 
came able  he  added  to  his  lands  and  improved 
.two  farms.  He  was  also  the  first  to  try  to  make 
the  experiment  of  raising  fruit  and  found  that 
it  could  be  done  .successfully. 

It  would  be  irnpos.sible  to  determine  exactly 
the  extent  of  his  influence  and  aid  in  the  work 
of  public  improvement  but  his  worth  as  a citizen 
is  widely  acknowledged  and  the  part  that  he  has 
taken  in  public  progress  has  been  of  marked 
benefit  to  the  county.  He  organized  the  first 
school  in  the  neighborhood  and  after  the  town 
of  Nocona  w'as  platted  he  cut  and  made  the  first 
road  from  Farmers’  Creek  to  Nocona.  He  was 
the  first  settler  at  the  former  place  and  w'hen 
Nocona  was  platted  he  selected  a site  for  a home 
there  and  bought  six  acres  of  land,  to  which  he 
has  since  added  three  acres.  Upon  that  tract 
he  built  a commodious  two-story  frame  residence, 
where  he  now’  resides.  The  home  is  beautifully 
located  and  is  a fine  residence.  He  also  has  a 
good  orchard  there.  He  has  likewise  bought 
land  in  other  localities  in  the  town  and  has 
altogether  twenty  acres  and  four  dwellings  which 
he  rents.  In  1891  he  removed  his  cotton  gin  to 
Nocona,  becoming  the  pioneer  ginner  at  that 
place.  Until  within  the  last  few  years  his  farm 
W’as  conducted  under  his  immediate  supervision, 
but  he  now  rents  his  land  and  gives  his  time  to 
working  about  his  home,  gardening  and  keeping 
things  in  good  order.  Mr.  Cubine  is  certainly 
a self  made  man  and  as  the  architect  of  his 
own  fortunes  has  budded  wisely  and  w'cll. 

In  1879  occurred  the  marriage  of  William  H. 
Cubine  and  Miss  Nancy  L.  Glazner,  w’ho  was 
bom  in  North  Carolina  in  1857  and  is  a lady’  of 
superior  intelligence  and  culture.  Her  parents 
were  Samuel  and  Elizabeth  (Tinsley)  Glazner, 
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the  former  a native  of  North  Carolina  and  the 
latter  of  South  Carolina.  Her  mother  was  Eliza- 
beth Tinsley  of  a prominent  and  honored  early 
family  of  South  Carolina  and  her  brother,  Sam- 
uel Tinsley,  represented  his  county  in  the  state 
legislature.  Samuel  Glazner  was  born  in  North 
Carolina,  but  was  married  in  South  Carolina 
and  removed  to  Tennessee,  while  later  he 
went  to  Missouri.  Subsequently  he  took  up 
his  abode  in  Arkansas,  where  he  reared  his 
family.  Both  he  and  his  wife  are  yet  living  and 
tliey  make  their  home  now  among  their  children, 
being  at  the  pre.sent  time  in  Oklahoma.  During 
his  active  business  career  ^Ir.  Glazner  followed 
the  occupation  of  farming.  He  served  through- 
out the  war  in  the  Confederate  army  and  was 
a valiant  and  brave  soldier,  taking  part  in  the 
siege  of  Charleston  and  many  important  engage- 
ments. For  a long  time  he  was  held  as  a jirison- 
er  of  war.  In  his  family  were  the  following 
named : Jerry,  a farmer  residing  in  Montague 

county,  Te.xas ; William,  of  Oklahoma ; Mrs. 
Lydia  Harkins,  now  a widow  living  in  Okla- 
homa; Mrs.  Clarissa  Cole,  of  Texas;  Nancy  L., 
the  wife  of  William  H.  Cubine ; and  Mrs.  Grace 
Ashabranner. 

Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cubine  have  been  born  four 
children  : Pearl,  tlie  wife  of  August  Paine  ; Myr- 
tle, the  wife  of  L.  ]\I.  Nance;  Robert,  who  is  at- 
tending school  at  Waco,  Texas;  and  Ada,  at 
home.  The  family  are  Rapti.sts  in  religious  faith. 
Mr.  Cubine  has  had  an  eventful  career  in  which 
a hafipy  and  care  free  youth  was  followed  by 
four  years  of  active  .service  in  the  Civil  war  and 
six  years  spent  in  caring  for  his  family  and  re- 
storing the  old  home  farm  to  its  original  condi- 
tion. After  the  death  of  his  father  the  estate  was 
robl>ed  and  he  has  never  recovered  anrthing  from 
that  source.  He  too  experienced  the  hardships 
and  dangers  incident  to  pioneer  life  on  the  fron- 
tier in  Texas,  but  as  the  years  have  gone  bv 
frontier  conditions  have  been  replacccl  by  the 
improvements  of  a modern  civilization  and  ^Ir. 
Cubine  has  gained  a handsome  competence  that 
now  enables  him  to  live  retired. 

ED  C.  P).\KER,  who  is  engaged  in  the  real 
estate  and  abstract  busine.ss  at  .Mineral  Wells 
and  is  classed  with  the  representative  citizens 
of  Palo  Pinto  county,  was  born  December  27, 
1862,  on  his  father's  farm  in  this  county  on  the 
Brazos  river,  five  miles  southwest  of  the  pres- 
ent site  of  Mineral  Wells.  He  is  a son  of  J.  H. 
and  N.  D.  Baker.  At  an  early  period  in  the  de- 
velopment of  Palo  I’into  county  the  famil}'^  w’as 
established  within  its  borders  and  its  members 
have  since  taken  an  active  part  in  its  progress  and 


improvement.  The  father  was  born  in  Grayson 
county,  \'irginia,  and  came  to  Palo  Pinto  coun- 
ty in  1857,  the  year  in  which  the  colony  was 
organized.  On  his  arrival  here  he  secured  a 
small  farm  on  the  Brazos  river  and  began  the 
stiack  business  in  a limited  way.  Like  other 
early  settlers  of  the  county  he  w-as  compelled  to 
do  considerable  Indian  fighting  to  protect  his 
home  and  his  stock  and  was  engaged  in  a number 
of  battles  with  the  red  men  on  the  frontier,  in- 
cluding the  fight  in  which  Chief  Quanah  Parker 
and  his  mother  were  captured  on  the  Pease  river. 
About  1864,  owing  to  the  continued  depredations 
of  the  Indians  and  the  consequent  insecurity  of 
life,  J.  H.  Baker  was  compelled  to  remove  from 
his  farm  and  take  his  family  to  Palo  Pinto,  the 
county  seat,  for  better  protection.  His  uncle, 
Frank  Baker,  who  lived  just  across  the  Brazos 
river,  was  kille<l  by  the  Indians  about  that  time 
and  J.  H.  Baker  then  took  charge  of  the  family 
of  Frank  Baker. 

Follow’ing  his  removal  to  the  county  seat  Mr. 
Baker  organized  a school  and  was  engaged  in 
teaching  there  for  some  time.  He  was  also  the 
fir.st  justice  of  the  peace  elected  in  Palo  Pinto 
county  and  subsequently  he  was  chosen  for 
county  assessor.  At  that  time  there  were  nine 
other  counties  attached  to  Palo  Pinto  for  judi- 
ciary purpo.ses  and  all  of  these  were  sparsely 
populated.  i\lr.  Baker  had  to  travel  over  the  en- 
tire route  in  the  transaction  of  the  duties  of  his 
office.  Subsequently'  he  was  elected  county  and 
di.strict  clerk  and  held  that  office  for  six  years, 
proving  most  capable  in  the  discharge  of  his  du- 
ties. In  1890,  in  order  to  give  his  younger  chil- 
dren better  educational  privileges,  he  removed  to 
Granbury,  Hood  county',  Texas,  where  he  now 
resides,  and  although  he  has  passed  the  age  of 
three  score  years  and  ten  he  is  still  a very  active 
and  energetic  man,  conducting  a nursery  to 
which  he  gives  close  attention,  his  business  prov- 
ing profitable.  All  through  his  life  he  has  been 
systematic  and  methodical  and  since  attaining 
his  majority  he  has  kept  a diary  which  is  now' 
a valuable  document,  especially  that  portion  re- 
lating to  the  Indian  battles  in  Palo  Pinto  and 
atljoining  counties.  It  would  furnish  the  basis 
of  an  accurate  and  interesting  history  of  pioneer 
times.  He  is  a member  of  the  Methodist  church, 
to  which  his  wife  also  belongs.  She  was  reared 
in  Clinton,  Henry  county,  Missouri,  becoming 
a resident  of  Palo  Pinto  county  in  1859, 
was  here  married  to  Mr.  Baker. 

In  the  y'ear  1874  Ed  C.  Baker  accompanied 
his  parents  back  from  the  county  scat  to  the  farm 
on  the  Brazos  and  there  he  lived  until  1880,  when 
he  went  to  Granbury,  Texas,  wdicrc  he  attended 
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school  for  three  years.  He  afterward  went  to 
Weatherford,  where  he  became  an  employe  of 
the  firm  of  Carson  & Lewis,  the  pioneer  mer- 
chants of  the  place,  who  had  become  prominent 
and  wealthy  in  their  mercantile  interests  and 
had  tlien  sold  their  mercantile  business  and  es- 
tablished a real-estate  office.  It  was  for  the  pur- 
pose of  acquainting-  himself  with  the  real-estate 
business  and  abstracting  that  Mr.  Baker  .entered 
tlieir  office  as  a bookkeeper,  and  in  the  tlischarge 
of  his  duties  he  gained  valuable  knowledge  that 
well  qualified  him  for  carrying  on  business  along  . 
the  same  lines,  die  accepted  that  position  in 
September,  1883,  and  remainetl  there*  until  Jan- 
uary, 1885.  -when  he  returned  to  the  city  of  Palo 
Pinto  and  became  the  assistant  of  his  father, 
who  was  at  that  time  holding  the  office  of  coun- 
ty clerk.  He  opened  the  first  set  of  abstract 
books  in  the  county  while  in  his  father’s-  office 
and  in  the  summer  of  1885  he  e.stablished  a real- 
estate  office  at  Mineral  Wells,  dividing  his  time 
between  tlie  two  towns,  continuing  his  dual  occu- 
pation until  January  i,  1890,  when  he  sold  his  » 
real-estate  and  abstract  business  to  Judge  Hen- 
dry. Mr.  Baker  went  to  King  and  Knox  coun- 
ties, where  he  engaged  in  real-estate  operations 
and  also  opened  a set  of  abstract  books  for  those 
counties.  I'n  the  fall  of  1892  he  returned  to 
Mineral  Wells  and  on  the  first  of  April,  1893, 
he  entered  the  real-estate  business  here.  In 
1897  he  bought  out  Judge  Hendry,  thus  regaining 
possession  of  his  original  abstract  books.  He 
conducted  the  business  alone  until  1904,  when  he 
admitted  W.  E.  O’Neall  to  a partiiership  and 
the  firm  is  now  Baker  & O’Neall.  Mr.  Baker 
is  an  expert  real-estate  and  abstract  man  and  is 
not  only  thoroughly  familiar,  from  a life-long 
experience,  with  Palo  Pinto  county  land,  its  val- 
ues, and  the  situation  generalh^  but  he  is  equal- 
ly w'ell  informed  concerning  land  and  reaPestate 
in  almost  every  part  of  Texas,  the  requirements 
of  his  large  clientage  taking  him  into  nearly  all 
parts  of  the  state.  He  has  the  entire  confidence 
of  the  people,  who  know  his  value  and  ability, 
and  among  his  regular  clients  are  some  of  the 
wealthiest  men  of  Texas. 

ATr.  Baker  was  married  in  Fort  Worth.  Texas, 
to  Miss  Mamie  Staiti,  whose  home  was  formerly 
in  Texarkana.  He  is  prominent  socially',  belong- 
ing to  the  Odd  Fellows  and  Knights  of  Pythias 
fraternities,  while  in  the  Masonic  fraternity  he 
has  taken  the  degrees  of  the  lodge,  chapter,  com- 
mandery,  and  the  mystic  shrine.  He  is  also  a 
director  of  the  Commercial  Club  and  a genial 
nature  has  made  him  popular  among  his  brethren 
of  these  organizations  as  well  as  in  the  circles  of 
general  society.  His  residence  in  Palo  Pinto 


county,  covering  a long  period,  has  numbered  him 
among  the  prominent  citizens  who  have  been  de- 
voted to  the  public  welfare.  Wffiether  in  public  or 
private  life  his  integrity'  is  above  question  and  his 
honor  above  reproach,  and  the  county  owes  much 
to  him,  numbering  him  among  her  most  promi- 
nent representatives. 

ABNER  E.  BARKSDALE.  A citizen  of 
Wise  county  who  has  been  conspicuously'  identi- 
fied with  the  agricultural,  civil  and  religious 
affairs  of  the  county  for  more  than  a generation 
is  Abner  E.  Barksdale,  of  Chico,  the  subject 
of  this  review.  He  came  to  the  county'  at  the 
opening  of  the  most  lively'  period  of  its  gro->.vth 
and  assumed  at  once  a good  citizen’s  interest 
in  the  vital  matters  pertaining  to  its  symmetrical 
development  and  for  this  and  other  reasons 
he  has  earned  the  appropriate  designation  of  “one 
of  the  figures  of  the  county.” 

Taking  up  the  thread  of  his  biography  we 
find  Mr.  Barksdale  born  in  Holmes  county',  Mis- 
sissippi, September  i,  1842,  the  locality  in  which 
his  father  settled  as  a young  man  some  eighteen 
y'ears  before.  lUe  latter  was  Joseph  Barksdale, 
born  in  Georgia,  in  1802,  and  was  one  of  two 
brothers  in  a family  of  some  seven  or  eight  chil- 
dren. Their  father  was  a native  Irishman,  Abner 
Barksdale,  the  facts  of  whose  history  seem  not 
available  now.  His  first  son  was  Flemuel  and 
some  of  his  daughters  married  and  became  moth- 
ers, but  their  identity'  is  now  little  more  than  a 
my'th.  Joseph  Barksdale  married  Casanna,  a 
daughter  of  Jonathan  Carter,  in  Holmes  county, 
Mississippi,  she  being  one  of  four  children,  viz. : 
Mrs.  Bettie  Wilks,  Airs.  Polly  Denton,  Jonathan 
and  Ca.sanna.  Joseph  and  Casanna  were  pre- 
sented with  three  negro  servants  when  they  were 
married,  gifts  from  each  of  their  parents,  and 
they'  set  about  farming  humblv,  though  with  a 
determination  that  wins  success.  They  pros- 
pered and  became  people  of  property'  and  pres- 
tige in  their  county.  They  passed  away  rather 
prematurely,  the  mother  dying  in  183 1 and  the 
father  in  1858.  Their  marriage  was  a fruitful 
one,  nine  children  having  come  to  bless  their 
home,  as  follows:  Joe  Franklin,  who  died  with- 
out heirs,  in  Mississippi : Nancy,  married  E.  E. 
Middleton  and  died  near  the  old  home  ; Mary,  who 
first  married  Levy  T.  McGee,  killed  at  the  battle 
of  Chickamauga,  and  then  became  the  wife  of 
a Mr.  Bell  and  is  now  Airs.  J.  .S.  Roberts,  of 
Mississippi ; William,  who  was  killed  in  the  bat- 
tle of  Alurfree.sboro ; Laura,  wife  of  William 
Hoover,  of  Jackson,  Alississippi ; Abner  E.,  of 
Chico,  Texas;  Asbury  G..  of  Yazoo  county, 
Alississippi ; Frances  E.,  wife  of  James  Roberts, 


-44 


HISTORY  OF  NORTH  AND  WEST  TEXAS. 


died  111  (irinic.s  cuunty,  Texas;  and  Elizabeth  A., 
wife  of  Jo.seph  D.  McOannick,  of  Wise  county, 
Texas. 

Abner  F.  iiarksdale  had  no  regular  home  after 
hi.s  father's  death  and  the  education  he  possesses 
was  obtained  largely  by  contact  with  the  world's 
affairs.  lie  was  rather  a “drifter”  until  the 
rebellion  broke  out  when  he  joined  Company  C, 
Fifttenih  Mississippi  Infantry,  Colonel  Farrell. 
He  was  in  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee  and  his 
first  important  engagement  was  at  Mill  Spring, 
Kentucky,  then  Corinth  and  luka  and  then  the 
\ icksburg  campaign.  He  was  fortunately  with 
the  troops  that  left  Mcksburg  before  Grant  had 
completed  his  envelopment  of  the  city  and  joined 
Johnston’s  army  under  General  Loring  and  lay 
about  in  the  hope  of  being  able  to  aid  the  doomed 
stronghold,  .\ftcr  Vicksburg  fell  the  battle  of 
Jackson  was  fought  and  Uien  his  commartd  went 
up  into  Tennessee  and  took  part  in  the  engage- 
ments at  Chickamauga,  Lookout  Mountain  and 
Missionary  Ridge,  following  which  they  passed 
south  to  the  defense  of  .\tlanta  and  were  in  all 
the  fighting  to  and  from  that  place  to  Franklin 
and  Nashville,  where  Hood’s  army  was  badly 
demoralized.  Mis  regiment,  the  Fifteenth  Mis- 
sissippi, then  joined  Joe  Johnston  in  the  east  and 
tinished  its  service  at  Greensboro.  North  Caro- 
lina. where  the  final  surrender  took  place.  Mr. 
Hark.sdale  passed  through  these  years  of  war 
without  receiving  a wound  and,  as  a private  sol- 
dier. c.xpiosed  himself  to  a soldier’s  fate  in  order 
that  the  Confederacy  might  survive.  When  the 
war  was  ended  he  accepted  its  results  and  began 
life  as  a teacher  in  the  country  schools  of  his 
native  county.  He  married  during  the  session 
of  school  and  with  Itis  wages  he  purchased  a 
hor.se,  and  with  his  new  wife  and  a limited  sup- 
j'ly  of  hou.sehold  goods  engaged  in  farming. 
They  had  made  friends  with  prosperity  to  some 
extent,  when  in  iS6o  they  decided  to  emigrate 
and  ca.si  their  lot  with  Texas. 

Journeying  to  the  Lone  Star  state,  Mr.  Barks- 
dale went  by  rail  to  New  Orleans  and  by  boat 
to  Shrevej)ort,  and  there  bought  a yoke  of  cattle 
and  a wagon  and  completed  their  trip  overland 
to  Louisville,  Denton  county.  There  he  pur- 
chased a farm  and  was  occupied  with  its  culti- 
vation aTid  improvement  until  i88o.  when  he  dis- 
po.sed  of  it  and  started  a new  home  in  Wise 
county.  While  in  Denton  county  an  incident  oc- 
curred which  serves  to  indicate  very  forcibly  the 
insignificance  of  Fort  \Vorth  in  t8“0.  lie  made 
a trip  there  that  year  and  was  a.sked  by  merchant 
Young,  of  Louisville,  to  bring  back  a barrel  of 
-.iigar  for  Ins  store.  Not  one  merchant  in  Fort 
Worth  owned  that  much  sugar  and  it  required 


the  combined  stock  of  all  of  them  to  fill  this 
Louisville  order.  On  coming  to  Wise  county 
Mr.  Barksdale  purchased  two  hundred  acres  of 
raw  land  three  miles  southeast  of  Chico,  on  the 
Hersee  survey,  and  hauled  the  lumber  from  Dal- 
las to  build  his  pioneer  house.  He  took  up  farm- 
ing again  and  continued  it  with  success,  adding 
one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  to  his  farm  and 
when  he  reached  the  point  where  he  felt  able  to 
retire  he  bought  property  in  Chico  and  has  resid- 
ed in  town  since  1893. 

On  the  28th  of  September,  1865,  Mr.  Barks- 
dale married  i\Jary  J.  Dickerson,  born  in  Hall 
county,  Georgia,  April  26,  1840.  Her  father  was 
Levey  Dickerson  and  her  mother  Miss  Mary 
Dickenson,  and  she  was  one  of  eight  children 
in  the  family.  William  Barksdale  is  our  sub- 
ject’s oldest  child,  residing  in  Fort  Worth.  Then 
come  Lee  and  John  T.,  'Wise  county  farmers; 
Edwin,  bookkeeper  for  W.  O.  Brown,  of  Dallas ; 
Annie,  wife  of  Charles  Wallace,  of  Montague 
county;  Belle,  wife  of  W.  A.  Kincannon,  of  Sn}'- 
der,  ’Texas;  Emma,  a public  school  teacher;  and 
Garrett,  a merchant’s  clerk  in  Chico.  LMtil  re- 
cent years  Mr.  Barksdale  maintained  his  politi- 
cal home  with  Democracy  but  the  curse  of  liquor 
has  made  him  a warm  friend  of  prohibition  and 
he  votes  that  ticket  now.  In  1885  he  was  elected 
county  commissioner  and  filled  the  office  two 
terms.  He  is  a Master  Mason  and  an  active 
member  of  the  Missionary  Baptist ' church. 
Twenty  years  ago  he  was  elected  clerk  of  the 
Jacksboro  Baptist  Association  and  filled  the  place 
till  Wise  county  withdrew  and  organized  one  of 
her  own,  when  he  was  chosen  clerk  of  it  and 
still  performs  those  duties.  He  has  been  clerk 
of  the  Chico  Baptist  church  for  twenty-one  years 
and  he  has  been  sent  as  a delegate  to  state  as- 
sociations of  the  church  at  different  times. 

ELIJAH  J.  TUCKER,  a prominent  and 
highly  respected  farmer  of  the  Red  River  Val- 
ley, Texas,  dates  his  birth  in  Madison  county, 
Arkansas,  May  8,  1857,  and  is  a son  of  William 
H.  and  Amanda  (Bohannan)  Tucker,  both  na- 
tives of  Tennessee. 

Mr.  Tucker’s  maternal  grandfather,  Elijah 
Bohannan,  was  a Tennessee  farmer  and  after- 
ward a pioneer  of  Arkansas,  where  he  carried 
on  agricultural  pursuits  the  rest  of  his  life.  In 
his  family  were  eight  children,  namely : Wil- 

liam, Mary.  Elizabeth,  Leafy,  Winnie,  James, 
John  and  .Amanda. 

Mr.  Tucker’s  paternal  grandfather  also  was 
named  Elijah,  and  he,  too,  tvas  a prominent 
Tennessee  farmer  who  went  from  that  state  to 
Arkansas  and  continued  his  farming  operations 
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sjccessfully  in  the  latter  state.  He  was  the 
father  of  three  children;  William  H.,  John  and 
Betsey. 

W'illiam  H.  Tucker  removed  with  his  father’s 
familj’^  from  Tennessee  to  Arkan.sas.  He  re- 
mained a member  of  the  home  circle  until  he 
married,  then  settled  on  a farm  of  his  own,  and 
was  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits  in  Arkan- 
sas at  the  time  civil  war  was  inaugurated.  He 
entered  the  Confederate  service  in  General 
Price’s  command  and  was  on  duty  with  the 
same  in  Missouri,  Arkansas  and  Louisiana,  con- 
tinuing in  the  army  until  the  war  closed,  when 
he  .started  home.  Before  reaching  home,  how- 
ever, he  died  and  was  buried  at  Clarksville, 
Arkansas.  He  was  an  honest,  unassuming  man 
who  had  worked  hard  to  get  a start ; who  went 
bravely  into  line  and  fought  for  whtit  he 
believed  to  be  right,  and  was  cut  down  in  the 
prime  of  manhood.  He  was  a member  of  the 
Masonic  fraternity'  and  the  Methodist  church. 
Some  time  after  his  death  his  widow  sold  the 
farm  and  moved  to  Htintsville,  Arkan.sas,  in 
order  to  afford  her  children  better  educational 
facilities,  and  she  kept  them  together  until  they' 
were  growm.  -In  Huntsville  she  married  Joseph 
Hay'don,  a mechanic  and  contractor,  with  whom 
she  subsequently  moved  to  Washington  county, 
Arkansas,  and  a year  later  to  Hot  Springs,  that 
state,  where  he  lived  retired  for  a number  of 
years  and  w'here  he  died.  She  still  re.sides  there. 
Of  the  children  born  to  William  H.  and  Amanda. 
Tucker,  we  record  that  the  eldest  is  now  Mrs. 
Mary  J.  Welch;  Elijah  J.  is  the  subject  of  this 
sketch;  James  M.  is  a prominent  contractor; 
William  died  in  Comanche  county',  Texas,  leav- 
ing a widow  and  five  children.  By  the  mother’s 
second  marriage  there  were  four  childrsn: 
Tenna,  Marion  A.,  Joseph  and  John.  For  over  , 
thirty  y'cars  the  mother  was  a Methodist,  after 
which  she  joined  the  Baptists,  with  w-hom  she 
now  affiliates. 

Elijah  J.  Tucker  remained  in  Arkansas  until 
he  was  seventeen  y'ears  old  and  then  came  to 
Texas,  stopping  first  in  Johnson  county',  where 
he  was  employed  on  a farm  for  three  years, 
going  thence  at  the  end  of  that  time  to  Bell 
county,  where,  in  1879,  he  married  and  settled 
dow'n  to  farming  on  his  ow'n  account.  The  fol- 
lowing y'ear  he  moved  to  Milam  county.  There 
he  cultivated  rented  land  three  years.  Then 
he  went  back  to  Bell  county  and  bought  land, 
on  which  he  made  his  home  seven  years.  Again 
he  sold  out  and  his  next  move  was  to  Harde- 
man county,  where  he  remained  One  y'ear  and 
from  whence  he  went  to  Greer  county  and  en- 
gaged extensively  in  stock-raising  in  connec- 


tion with  hi.s  farming.  There  he  had  free  range 
for  his  cattle,  was  prosperous,  and  remained 
five  y'ears.  At  the  end  of  the  five  y'ears  he  sold 
both  his  land  claim  and  his  cattle  and  returned 
to  Hardeman  county',  where  he  bought  an  im- 
proved farm  and  the  next  three  years  passed  his 
time  there  in  diversified  farming.  Again  he 
sold  out.  Then  he  moved  into  the  town  of 
Bowie,  where  he  ran  a wagon  y'ard  and  bought 
and  sold  horses  and  mules,  and  when  he  had 
• been  there  a year  lie  was  ready  to  move  again, 
and  W'e  next  find  him  in  Clay  county',  where  he 
bought  two  farms.  He  rented  these  farms  and 
he  and  his  family  lived  in  Cambride'e  in  order 
to  afford  his  children  educational  advantages. 
When  he  sold  his  Clay  county  land  he  bought 
the  place  on  which  he  now  resides,  in  the  Red 
River  Valley,  near  Spanish  Fort.  His  first  pur- 
chase here  was  one  hundred  and  sixty-eight 
acres,  to  which  he  has  since  added  until  his 
holdings  now  comprise  four  hundred  and  forty' 
acres,  with  four  hundred  acres  under  cultiva- 
tion, all  rich  valley  land,  producing  abundant 
and  diversified  crops.  Here  Mr.  Tucker  has 
erected  a beautiful  and  commodious  residence, 
modern  in  every  respect,  which  is  surrounded 
by'  attractive  and  well  kept  grounds,  shaded 
with  forest  and  fruit  trees  and  having  a wealth 
of  roses  and  other  flow'crs,  this  being  one  of  the 
most  beautiful  homes  in  Montague  county.  On 
his  land  are  no  less  than  five  tenant  liou.scs 
besides  barn  and  other  buildings,  and  he  has 
two  orchards  of  his  own  planting  that  have 
come  into  bearing. 

.'Ml  his  life  a Democrat,  Mr.  Tucker  has  taken 
an  intelligent  interest  in  affairs  of  a public  na- 
ture. but  has  never  aspired  to  office  or  to  anv 
kind  of  public  life.  He  ha.s  been  a careful  man- 
ager, indu.strious  and  honest,  never  afraid  to 
move  when  he  thought  he  could  belter  his 
condition,  and  ha.s  usually  known  a good  thing 
W'hen  he  saw  it.  Like  his  worthy  father  before 
him,  he  affiliates  with  the  Masonic  order  and 
the  Methodist  church. 

Mr. Tucker  married  Miss  Hulda  M.  Campsey, 
a native  of  Ohio,  who  was  born  March  Itk 
18G0,  daughter  of  Johnson  and  Caroline  (Mills) 
Campsey',  natives  respectively  of  Pennsylvania 
and  Ohio.  Her  parents  were  married  in  Ohio, 
subsequently  moved  to  Kansas  and  later  to 
Missouri,  and  in  1875  came  to  Texas,  settling  in 
Bell  county'.  Mr.  Campsey  afterward  bought 
land  in  Coryell  county,  on  w'hich  he  made  his 
home  until  death  claimed  him  in  1878.  His  wife 
is  still  living,  now  a resident  of  Hardeman 
county.  Her  children  in  order  of  birth  are 
Mrs.  Martha  J.  Parsons,  Wy'lie,  Mrs.  Emma 
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Dodson,  Mrs.  Hulda  M.  Tucker,  James  (de- 
ceased), Mrs.  Nancy  A.  Turner,  Mrs.  Nettie 
Moctc,  Mrs.  Ida  B.  Midkiff,  Mrs.  Caroline  E. 
Turner,  ErnmeU  G.,  Mrs.  Lilia  M.  Deaver,  and 
Sidney.  .Mr.  and  ]\Irs.  Tucker  have  twelve 
children,  namely:  William  M..  Mrs.  Mary  A. 
Erwin.  Dins.  Caroline  Lee,  W ylie,  Effa,  Edna, 
Otis,  Laura  M.,  James  J.,  John  D.,  Stella  E. 
(deceased),  aiul  DIarion  A. 

RICHARD  D.  HOW  ELL,  the  first  and  only 
city  marshal  of  North  Fort  WMrth,  liaving  (x;- 
cupied  the  ])osition  continuously'  since  1902,  is 
a native  of  Tennessee,  his  birth  having  occurred 
in  Hardeman  county'  in  1868.  His  parents  were 
D.  C.  and  Nancy  J.  (Jones;  Howell,  lx>th  of 
whom  were  horn  in  Tennessee,  whence  they' 
came  with  their  family  to  Texas  in  1881, 
settling  on  a farm  in  Ellis  county'  about  twelve 
miles  south  of  W'axahachic.  In  1883  they'^  re- 
ino\  ed  to  Dlontague  county,  but  in  1885  the 
parents  returned  to  their  old  neighborhood  in 
Hardeman  county,  Tennessee,  where  the  father 
and  mother  are  still  living,  the  former  at  the 
age  of  seventy'-eight  y'ears. 

Richard  D.  Howell,  however,  continued  to 
reside  in  Texas  after  his  parents'  departure 
from  the  slate  in  1885.  He  returned,  however, 
to  Ellis  county  to  work  in  the  cotton  crcip,  for 
the  crop  in  Montague  county  that  year  was  a 
failure.  Since  that  time  he  has  been  engaged  in 
varicnis  i>ur.suit,s  and  business  enterprises  in 
this  state.  At  one  time  he  was  a cow  puncher 
on  the  plains  and  again  he  engaged  in  the 
operation  of  cotton  gins,  while  for  some  y'ears 
he  was  connected  with  railroad  building.  He 
remained  in  Ellis  county'  during  a portion  of  the 
year  IS8C  and  then  worked  on  the  construction 
of  the  Santa  Fe  railn^ad.  In  1888,  however,  he 
returned  to  Ellis  county',  but  the  same  y'ear 
went  to  southern  Tc.xas,  being  engaged  as  con- 
struction man  and  bridge  man  on  the  building 
of  the  Southern  Pacific  Railway  for  two  years. 
In  1892  he  came  to  northern  Texas,  locating  on 
a farm  in  Tarrant  county  near  Arlington.  He 
maintained  his  residence  at  that  place  from 
1892  until  Julv  2,  1900,  since  which  time  he  has 
been  a resident  c>f  North  Fort  W orth. 

Here  Mr.  Howell  operated  the  engine  at  the 
Onlnvein  Elevator  until  it  Ixtcame  the  property'  of 
tlic  Rosenbaum  interests,  when  he  began  work  on 
the  coustructiou  of  the  big  plant  erected  by' 
Swift  & Company',  packers,  being  the  second 
man  engaged  <>n  that  work.  His  time  and  at- 
tenii<>n  were  thus  occupied  until  December  2, 
it)02,  when  he  was  elected  city  marshal  of  North 
Fort  ID’orth,  being  the  first  to  hold  the  position. 


In  fact,  the  organization  was  completed  by  that 
election.  He  was  re-elected  in  April,  1903,  and 
again  in  1904  for  a term  of  two  years,  and  by 
virtue  of  the  first  two  elections  he  was  also  city 
assessor  and  collector,  but  the  duties  of  the 
latter  positions  became  .separate  under  a later 
Jaw  and  Mr.  Howell  now  devotes  his  undivided 
attention  to  the  office  of  city  marshal.  He  was 
a very  efficient  assessor  and  collector,  leaving 
the  office  with  a clean  and  honorable  record, 
and  as  police  official  at  the  head  of  the  North 
Fort  Worth  department  he  has  discharged  his 
duties  fearlessly'.  He  has  had  much  to  contend 
w'ith  in  a new  tow'ii  which  is  rapidly  growing 
and  to  which  a lawless  element  was  attracted, 
thereby  requiring  strict  and  constant  surveil- 
lance. In  the  consensus  of  public  opinion  he  is 
a most  capable  official,  justly  meriting  the  trust 
reposed  in  him. 

Mr.  Howell  was  married  near  Arlington  in 
June,  1893,  to  Miss  Mattie  A.  Brandon,  who 
died  at  her  home  in  North  Fort  Worth,  March 
11,  1905.  Hi.s  niece.  Miss  Fannie  Howell,  now 
resides  with  him.  Mr.  Howell  is  a member  of 
the  Knights  of  Pythias  fraternity  and  the 
Woodmen  of  the  World  and  is  a gentleman 
who  enjoy's  in  high  measure  the  good  will  and 
respect  of  those  with  whom  he  has  been  as- 
sociated. He  is  proving  a most  loy'al  and  ef- 
ficient officer,  his  record  as  city'  marshal  being 
most  creditable. 

JOHN  A.  RICH,  of  Spanish  Fort,  Texas,  is 
one  of  the  prominent  early  settlers  of  Montague 
county.  It  was,  however,  in  Grayson  county, 
this  state,  that  he  was  born,  February  8,  1855, 
son  of  John  and  Sarah  (Stiles)  Rich,  both  na- 
tives of  North  Carolina,  where  they  were  mar- 
ried. John  Rich  was  the  eldest  of  a family  of 
four  children,  the  others  being  Sarah,  Martha 
and  Mary,  and  was  reared  by  deeply  pious  par- 
ents of  Methodist  and  Baptist  faith.  After  the 
death  of  his  father,  which  occurred  l:>efore  John 
was  quite  grown,  he  remained  with  his  mother, 
assisting  her  in  the  management  of  the  farm  and 
in  bringing  up  the  younger  children.  When  he 
was  twenty-seven  he  married,  and  the  next  y'ear, 
1851,  he  and  his  mother  sold  the  farm  and  he 
came  to  Texas,  his  mother  joining  him  here  the 
following  year.  He  ttxik  a homestead  of  320 
acres  in  Grayson  county,  which  he  improved  and 
where  he  carried  on  general  farming  and  stock- 
raising  until  1872.  That  y'ear  he  sold  out  and 
moved  to  Montague  county',  at  the  same  time  his 
mother  and  some  of  the  children  moving  to 
V’^ictoria  county  in  the  southern  part  of  the  state, 
where  she  subsequently  died.  John  Rich  located 


RICHARD  D.  HOWELL 


HISTORY  OF  NORTH  AND  WEST  TEXAS. 


247 


at  the  old  Spanish  fort.  Here  he  bought  five 
hundred  acres  of  land,  soon  afterward  platted  a 
town  and  named  it  Burlington,  the  name  later  be- 
ing changed  to  Spanish  Fort  in  commemoration 
of  the  old  fort  and  the  massacre  of  the  Spaniards 
by  the  Indians.  He  also  improved  a farm,  and 
during  his  residence  there  was  well  known  as  a 
prosperous  and  highly  respected  citizen  with  a 
character  above  reproach.  He  was  of  a retiring 
disposition  and  never  aspired  to  public  life,  but 
he  was  a stanch  Democrat,  true  to  the  South, 
and  during  the  w'ar  served  two  years  in  Colonel 
Bourland’s  regiment,  with  headquarters  at 
Gainesville,  their  duty  being  to  protect  the  fron- 
tier against  depredations  by  the  Indians.  It  was 
at  that  time  that  he  first  visited  the  locality  in 
which  he  afterward  made  his  home.  His  widow 
survived  him  until  1902.  She  was  a daughter 
of  the  Rev.  Stiles,  an  old  time  Methodist  minis- 
ter of  North  Carolina,  who  late  in  life  oamc  to 
Texas,  where  both  he  and  his  wife  died.  Their 
children  were  John,  Charles,  Benjamin,  Humph- 
rey and  Sarah.  John  and  Sarah  (Stiles)  Rich 
were  the  parents  of  three  children:  Benjamin. 
F-,  w'ho  resides  near  Spanish  Fort;  Nancy  J., 
now-  Mrs.  Fowder;  and  John  A.,  whose  name 
introduces  this  sketch. 

John  A.  and  his  brother  helped  to  improve 
the  homestead  farm,  and  carried  on  agricultural 
pursuits  here  until  1879,  when  he  went  to  the 
Indian  Territory  and  leased  a tract  of  land  on 
which  he  raised  cattle  and  hogs  and  did  some 
farming.  He  also  owmed  a half  interest  in  a 
cotton  gin  and  mill.  He  made  several  moves 
and  after  an  absence  of  a few  years  returned 
to  the  old  home  and  took  care  of  his  mother  in 
her  old  ane,  and  here  he  has  since  remained, 
having  some  years  ago  bought  his  brother’s  in- 
terest in  the  place.  He  now  owns  tliree  hundred 
acres  of  fine  valley  land,  nearly  all  under  Culti- 
vation, and  raises  a variety  of  crops.  At  one 
time,  in  connection  with  his  farming,  he  was  en- 
gaged in  the  manufacture  of  brick.  Rocked 
in  a Democratic  cradle,  he  has  never  departed 
from  the  political  faith  instilled  into  him  in  his 
youth.  While  he  has  never  sought  official  hon- 
ors or  public  place,  he  has  been  a public-spirited 
man,  giving  his  influence  for  the  uplifting  and 
betterment  of  mankind.  He  is  a member  of  the 
world-wide  church — the  Church  of  God. 

Mr.  Rich  married,  in  1877.  Miss  Sarah  .An- 
derson, a daughter  of  one  of  the  pioneer  farrh- 
ers  of  Montague  county.  Her  parents  moved 
to  the  Indian  Territory,  where  both  died.  Mrs. 
Sarah  Rich  died  in  1^7,  leaving  four  children; 
Walter,  John,  Hiram  and  Nora,  the  latter  now 
Mrs.  E.  Brown.  In  1889  Mr.  Rich  married  a 


.Mrs.  Anderson,  nee  Caufman,  a native  of  Ar- 
kansas. 

JUDGE  JESSE  C.  BURCH,  ex-county  judge 
of  Hale  county  and  at  present  a retired  resident 
of  Plainview,  has  the  distinction  of  having  been 
a pioneer  in  three  Texas  counties,  namely,  Ellis, 
Taylor  and  Hale,  and  in  each  one  has  been  a 
prominent  factor  in  its  initial  development  and 
upbuilding.  A man  now  past  the  seventieth  mile- 
stone of  life,  he  has  had  a varied  and  interesting 
career,  and  has  won  esteem  and  high  regard 
through  his  life  of  industry  and  sterling  integ- 
rity. 

Bom  in  Caddo  parish.  T.ouisiana,  in  1833,  he 
was  a son  of  Rev.  Jesse  Burch,  who  was  a na- 
tive of  Georgia  but  for  a long  number  of  years 
lived  in  Caddo  parish,  Louisiana,  w'hcre  he  was 
a successful  cotton  planter.  He  w'as  also  a local 
preacher  of  the  Methodist  church  South,  and 
for  years  was  one  of  the  old-time  exhorters  and 
preachers  in  northwe.st  Louisiana.  His  death 
occurred  in  1856,  and  the  Judge’s  mother  died 
during  the  course  of  the  war. 

Judge  Burch  was  reared  on  his  father's  plan- 
tation. He  received  a good  part  of  his  education 
in  the  well  known  school  of  Professor  John  W. 
AIcKenzie,  a noted  educator  of  that  period,  his 
school  being  located  near  Clarksville,  in  Red 
River  county,  Texas,  whither  young  Burch  went 
from  his  home  in  Louisiana  in  order  to  attend 
school.  On  coming  out  of  school  he  remained 
on  the  plantation  for  some  y-ears,  and  in  i860 
became  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  Ellis  county, 
Texas,  where  he  located  on  a farm.  From  here 
he  enlisted,  in  April,  1861,  in  Company  C,  Colonel 
Bufford's  regiment.  General  Parson’s  brigade  of 
cavalry',  and  was  a cavalryman  throughout  the 
war,  being  in  the  Trans-Mississippi  Department. 
He  saw  his  first  service  in  northern  Arkansas, 
whence  the  regiment  went  with  General  Manna- 
duke  on  the  raid  into  Missouri,  penetrating  into 
that  state  as  far  as  Cape  Girardeau.  He  partici- 
pated in  many  perilous  and  adventurous  scouting 
expeditions  in  Missouri  and  Arkansas.  In  the 
latter  part  of  the  war  the  regiment  came  down 
into  Louisiana  and  assisted  in  repelling  the 
Banks  expedition  at  Mansfield,  and  thence  fol- 
lowed the  federal  army  down  the  Red  river, 
his  last  engagement  being  the  battle  of  Yellow 
Bayou. 

On  coming  out  of  the  army  in  1865,  he  re- 
turned to  Ellis  county  and  resumed  farming,  his 
farm  of  five  hundred  acres  becoming  one  of  the 
best  conducted  and  most  profitable  places  in  the 
county.  He  continued  his  residence  in  Ellis 
county'  until  1879,  when  he  moved  to  Taylor 
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county,  that  bdn<j  then  in  a pioneer  country  and 
just  opening  up  to  settlement.  After  living  tliere 
for  eight  years,  in  the  fall  of  1887  he  came  to 
Hale  county,  which  was  not  organized  until  the 
following  year,  and  he  has  been  identified  close- 
ly with  the  material  progress  and  social  and 
civic  development  of  this  section  of  the  state 
ever  since.  He  took  up  land  three  miles  north- 
east of  where  Plainview  is  now  situated,  and 
later  his  sons  joined  him  in  the  cattle  ranching 
business.  They  owned  four  hundred  acres,  with 
additional  pasturage  leased  for  their  cattle  so 
that  they  had  a thousand  acres  inclosed  with 
fence.  Judge  Burch  sold  out  his  ranch  inter- 
ests in  1003,  and  is  now  livinr’"  retired  from  ac- 
tive affairs. 

In  the  fall  of  1888,  at  the  first  regular  election 
after  the  county  was  organized,  he  was  elected 
to  the  office  of  county  judge,  which  indicates 
the  esteem  and  confidence  in  which  he  w’as  held 
by  his  fellow  citizens.  lie  served  lor  two  tenns 
or  four  years,  during  wlfich  he  made  a most 
excellent  record  in  adrninistering  the  generous 
load  of  duties  which  fall  to  the  lot  of  such  an 
official  in  a newdy  organized  county.  Judge 
Rurch  is  a member  of  the  Methodist  church. 

Judge  Burch  was  married  in  Caddo  parish, 
Louisiana,  to  Miss  Maria  T.  McClellan.  She 
was  a native  of  Tennessee,  educated  at  Lebanon, 
that  stale,  and  died  at  Plainview  in  1894.  There 
were  six  children  by  this  marriage,  namely: 
Robert  K.,  who  has  been  sheriff'  of  Hale  county 
since  1896;  Mrs.  Sudie  Red;  Hugh  JM.;  Mrs. 
Hettie  John.ston ; Mrs.  lone  Alorrison,  and  Jesse 
I.  Burch. 

JAilES  KNOX  TIIOiMAS.  In  this  article 
wc‘  pass  in  review^  as  its  subject  the  career  of  one 
w hose  life  has  been  a l)usy  and  eventful  one  and 
whose  efforts  have  contributed  not  only  toward 
his  own  substantial  welfare  but  toward  the  ma- 
terial pnosperity  of  the  county  in  which  he  re- 
sides. His  unflagging  industry,  his  well-known 
integrity  and  the  elements  of  an  upright  life 
have  conspired  to  commend  him  to  the  confidence 
of  his  fellow  citizens,  and  their  suffrages  have 
honored  him  with  public  office  and  have  given 
them  an  efficient  servant.  Montague  county 
has  numbered  James  Knox  Thomas  among  her 
citizenship)  since  1878  and  the  state  since  three 
years  before.  He  came  to  Dallas  by  rail  from 
his  Alaliama  home  and  divided  his  small  and  al- 
most exhausted  means  with  a gentleman  to  haul 
him  to  Oeburne,  and  he  sat  down  on  a farm 
eight  miles  north  of  that  town  about  as  near 
financial  ruin  as  a man  with  a family  ever  gets. 
He  did  some  hard  skirmishing  those  three  years 


and  w'hen  he  moved  into  Montague  he  brought 
his  own  team  of  mules  and  wagon,  four  cow'S 
and  calves  and  began  his  career  here  with  ten 
shoats  and  their  mother  as  well.  A quarter  sec- 
tion of  Hill  county  school  land  was  contracted 
for  on  the  usual  payment  plan  and,  with  farm- 
ing, he  paid  it  out.  Until  he  could  erect  his 
log  cabin  he  housed  his  family  in  his  wagon 
Box  and  many  other  primitive  makeshifts  were 
resorted  to  while  he  was  getting  a good  hold 
on  things  out  in  the  postoaks  near  Bowie. 

Mr.  Thomas  w-as  born  in  iMonroe  county, 
Georgia,  October  14,  1844.  His  father,  John  J. 
Thomas,  was  born  in  Baldwin  countj%  that  state, 
in  1812,  passed  his  life  as  a physician,  but  owmed 
farming  interests  also.  As  a young  man  Dr. 
Thomas  came  to  Texas  on  a mule,  reaching 
here  the  year  Texas  veterans  were  fighting  for 
indep>endence.  He  was  stopping  at  San  An- 
tonio the  greater  portion  of  the  four  years  he 
spent  in  the  repubUc,  but  he  returned  to  Georgia 
in  1840  and  soon  married  IMary,  a daughter  of 
a fanner,  John  Wooten.  Mr.  Wooten  was  a sol- 
dier in  the  war  of  1812  and  helped  General  Jack- 
sc)n  whip  the  British  at  New  Orleans.  He  was 
born  in  Jones  county,  Georgia,  and  died  about 
1871  at  one  hundred  and  four  years  of  age.  Dr. 
Thomas  practiced  his  profession  in  his  native 
state  many  years,  and  in  1876  came  to  Texas 
and  died  at  his  son’s  in  Fcbmary,  1902,  while 
his  widow  survived  until  early  in  1905. 

John  J.  Thomas  was  a son  of  Spencer  Thomas, 
born  in  North  Carolina  of  Irish  parents,  who 
settled  there  during  Colonial  days.  Sj>encer 
Thomas  married  Fannie  Hendrix,  of  Kentucky, 
and  reared  the  following  famiU:  Scaburn, 

Lucy,  wife  of  F.  J.  Harrison;  Dr.  John  J.;  Fan- 
nie, wife  of  Covington  Dumos;  Spencer,  and 
Georgiann,  who  married  a Mr.  Beck,  of  De- 
Soto  parish,  Louisiana.  John  J.  Thomas  was 
a Federal  soldier  in  the  war  with  Mexico  in 
1846.  and  while  he  was  friendly  to  his  favorite 
Southland  at  the  outbreak  of  the  rebellion  he 
opposed  his  son’s  enlistment  until  he  should 
reach  the  proper  age,  as  provided  by  the  con- 
gress of  the  seceded  states.  He  was  a Demo- 
crat and  took  a lively  interest  in  public  events 
until  late  in  life.  In  religious  matters  he  believed 
in  the  doctrines  of  the  l\Iissionary  Baptist  church. 
His  children  were:  James  Knox,  our  subject; 

Moston,  of  Covington  county,  Alabama;  Lottie, 
who  married  W.  W.  Faucett,  of  Nacogdoches 
county,  Texas;  Mary  Ella,  widow  of  Robert 
Howard,  of  Iilontague  county;  Fannie,  wife  of 
J.  N.  Garrett,  of  Montague  county,  and  Sea- 
burn  Thomas,  also  of  Montague  county. 

The  boyhood  and  early  youth  of  James  Knox 
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Thomas  were  passed  on  the  farm  and  in  his 
father’s  saw-mill  in  Georgia.  His  school  days 
were  comparatively  few  and  his  education,  there- 
fore, rather  limited.  Desiring  to  enter  the  Con- 
federate service  early  and  being  opposed  by  his 
father,  he  ran  away  from  home  and  enlisted 
in  Company  H,  Fifty-fifth  Georgia,  Captain  Al- 
len and  Colonel  Harkey.  Until  ordered  into 
the  field  the  company  rendezvoused  at  Calhoun, 
Georgia,  and  was  placed  at  first  under  General 
Bragg  in  the  Tennessee  army,  Kirby  Smith’s 
Division,  and  later  in  Buckner’s  Division  of  John- 
ston’s army.  Mr.  Thomas  was  in  battle  at 
Bridgeport,  Alabama,  Somerset  and  Richmond, 
Kentucky,  and  at  Perryville,  Kentucky.  He  was 
in  the  Knoxville  mixup  and  was  taken  prisoner 
at  Cumberland  Gap.  He  was  held  in  Camp 
Douglas,  Chicago-,  until  December  26,  1864,  when 
with  three  others,  he  placed  a ladder  on  the  wall 
and  made  his  escape.  They  remained  in  the  city 
as  guests  at  the  Sherman  House  that  night  and 
took  the  train  the  next  morning  for  Detroit. , 
There  they  crossed  into  Canada  where  they  met 
emissaries  of  the  Confederate  government  who 
supplied  them  witli  funds  to  continue  their  jour- 
ney. Thej-  went  to  St.  John,  New  Brunswick 
and  to  Halifax,  Nova  Scotia,  where  they  took  a 
brig  bound  for  the  Bermuda  Islands.  The}"  went 
next  to  Nassau,  Bahama  Islands,  and  on  to  Ha- 
vana, Cuba.  At  Havana  thej"  took  the  “Fox," 
a blockade-runner,  for  Galveston  and  there 
Thomas  and  Hoke  Williams  started  on  their 
foot-journey  to  Navasota  and  Shreveport,  down 
Red  river  to  Alexandria  and,  on  foot,  to  the 
boat  landing  below  Rodney,  on  the  Mississippi 
river.  There  they  slipped  across  and  went  to 
Lake  Pontclxartrain,  where  the}'  took  the  train  for 
Jackson,  Mississippi.  At  Meritlian  they  heard  of 
Lee’s  surrender,  but  as  they  were  not  ready  to- 
take  the  oath  or  be  picked  up  by  the  Federal  au- 
thorities, they  evaded  danger  points  and  slipped 
on  toward  home.  They  w'ent  to  Demopolis,  Sel- 
ma and  Montgomery,  Alabama,  to  Itufala,  Ala- 
bama, and  over  to  Georgetown,  where  Hoke 
Williams  stopped,  and  Mr.  Thomas  proceeded 
to  the  little  station  in  southwest  Georgia  where  he 
took  the  train  the  day  he  ran  away  from  home. 

Among  his  first  acts  after  the  war  we  find  Mr. 
Thomas  going  over  into  Alabama  and  taking  him 
a -wife.  As  best  he  could  without  the  necessary 
equipment  he  settled  down  in  Georgia  on  a farm 
and  gathered  some  moss  in  the  succeeding  three 
years  so  that  when  he  returned  to  Covington 
county,  Alabama,  in  1868,  he  possessed  a small 
capital  with  which  he  engaged  in  mercantile  pur- 
suits. He  sold  goods  at  Rose  Hill  until  1874 
and  then  settled  up  his  few'  remaining  affairs 


preparatoiy  to  beginning  life  in  Texas  the  next 
year.  In  1884  Mr.  Thomas  became  interested 
actively  in  the  gin  business,  when,  in  company 
w'ith  A.  J.  Kilcrease  and  J.  W.  Stallings,  he  built 
an  eighty-saw’  gin.  When  this  was  w'orn  out  he 
bought  out  his  partners  and  put  in  a plant  of  four 
.seventy-saw  gins  with  a capacity  of  thirty  bales, 
and  in  ir)04-5  one  thousand  one  hundred  and 
seventy-tw'o  bales  passed  through  his  house.  He 
owns  a plant  of  equal  value  at  Olney,  Young 
county,  w'here  he  has  a half  section  of  land  and 
keeps  a good  bunch  of  cattle.  These  various 
accumulations  have  come  along  in  the  course  of 
his  individual  industry  and  management  during  a 
quarter  of  a century  and  show,  conclusively,  the 
possibilities  of  achievement  where  natural  ele- 
ments are  properly  blended. 

December  18,  1865,  Mr,  Thomas  married  Eliz- 
abeth, a daughter  of  Seaburn  Cowart.  The 
Cowarts  were  Georgians  by  nativitv  but  moved 
into  Alabama  early,  and  in  Henry  county,  that 
state,  Mrs.  Thomas  was  born  in  1844.  The  issue 
of  their  union  has  been:  Rev.  Seaburn,  a Bap- 

tist minister  of  Goodnight,  Texas;  Mollie,  wife  of 
D.  G.  Moore,  of  Childress,  Texas,  with  issue. 
Barker,  Ruth,  Sadie  and  Seaburn ; Nancy,  wife 
of  W.  K.  Haygood,  of  C^lney,  Texas,  with  chil- 
dren, Curtis  and  Sallic ; Georgie,  who  married 
Walter  Crow,  of  Comanche  county,  Oklahoma, 
and  has  children,  J.  C.,  Ruby  and  James,  whc> 
was  drowned  when  fifteen  years  of  age;  Lillie 
and  William  still  remain  w'ith  the  family  circle. 

Mr.  Thoma.s  became  a Democrat  in  spirit  be- 
fore he  became  a voter,  and  in  1884  he  was  elect- 
ed county  commissioner  for  precinct  two  and 
was  re-elected  three  times,  filling  the  office  eight 
years.  During  this  incumbency  the  board  built 
the  ccjurt  house,  jail  and  many  important 
bridges  besides  carrying  on  satisfactorily  the 
routine  business  of  the  county.  In  ICJO4  he  was 
called  arain  to  rcpre,sent  his  precinct  on  the 
board,  and  is  now  serving  his  first  term.  He  is 
a member  of  the  Baptist  church,  and  is  a Royal 
Arch  Ma.son  and  belongs  to  the  Blue  T.odge  at 
Bowie. 

DOCTOR  M.  HOWARD,  figuring  promi- 
nently in  business  affairs  in  Mineral  Wells,  where 
he  is  now  engaged  in  merchandising  and  bank- 
ing, was  born  in  Randolph  county.  North  Caro- 
lina, in  iS^o,  his  parents  being  D.  H.  and  Han- 
nah T..  (Moffitt)  Howard.  Both  were  natives  of 
North  Carolina  and  are  now  deceased.  The  fa- 
ther was  a farmer  and  tanner  and  in  later  life 
he  conducted  an  extensive  business,  especially 
in  the  days  before  railroad  building,  when  buy- 
ing and  selling  was  all  done  by  local  traders  from 
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\vap:ons.  It  \\as  in  this  way  that  the  trading  in- 
stinct in  Mr.  Howard  was  developed,  for  wlien 
not  more  than  eleven  years  of  age  he  traveled 
around  the  couiilrv  in  a wagon  witli  his  father 
selling  various  commodities  to  the  settlers.  He 
came  to  Texas  in  1876  and  for  a short  time  resid- 
ed in  Cooke  county,  after  which  he  removed  to 
Tarrant  county.  In  1877  he  started  westward 
with  the  intention  of  going  to  the  Blaek  Hills, 
for  that  was  the  year  of  the  gold  excitement 
there,  but  when  he  arrived  at  Fort  Griffin  in 
Shackelford  county  he  decided  that  he  had  had 
all  of  the  “west”  that  he  wanted  and  after  re- 
maininiT  at  Fort  Griffin  for  a short  time  he  re- 
turned to  Fort  Worth,  Texas.  Later  he  went  to 
Wise  county  and  at  the  little  town  of  Andyville 
established  a small  store.  In  1881  he  came  to 
Minend  Wells,  in  Palo  Pinto  county.  This  place 
was  then  only  a small  settlement  of  a few-  tents 
and  there  were  two  or  three  bo.x-likc  shacks.  At 
that  time,  however,  what  was  known  as  the 
Lynch  well,  the  forerunner  of  their  mineral  med- 
icinal waters  that  have  made  the  city  of  Mineral 
Wells  .such  a well  known  resort,  had  been  dis- 
covered by  J.  II.  Lynch,  In  1882  he  began  busi- 
ness here  with  almost  nothing,  having  a small 
store,  which,  however,  through  his  capable  man- 
agement and  untiring  industry  has  been  dcvcl- 
ofied  into  the  largest  and  most  prominent  mercan- 
tile establishment  in  Palo  Pinto  county.  It  is  a 
department  store,  containing  dry  g<x>ds,  clothing, 
gnx'.eries,  shoes,  and  other  commodities,  and  on 
the  second  floor  a whole.sale  business  is  carried 
on.  Mr.  Howard  has  erected  a large  substantial 
brick  building  and  occupies  the  entire  structure 
with  his  extensive  line  of  g<xids.  His  daughter, 
Mrs.  Bessie  Howard  Taylor,  an  accomplished 
young  business  woman,  is  manager  of  the  store, 
lie  is  lo-da\'  a wealthy  man,  hut  is  mode.st  and 
unpretentious.  He  was  one  of  the  founders  of 
the  bank  of  Mineral  Wells  in  1890  and  has  con- 
tinuous! v served  as  its  president. 

Mr.  Howard  gives  his  political  allegiance  to 
the  Democracy  and  fraternally  is  connected  w’ith 
the  Masonic  and  Knights  of  Pythias  lodges. 
What  Mr.  Howard  has  accomplished  in  the  world 
of  commerce  cannot  adequately  be  told  in  words. 
It  is  not  asserting  too  much  to  say  that  he  pos- 
sesses. aside  from  mercantile  foresight  and  sa- 
gncil}.  the  hajipy  faculty  of  reading  and  judging 
men  and  unusual  powers  of  organization  and 
e.xeciUive  ability  and  yet  if  one  was  to  seek  in 
his  career  the  causes  that  have  led  to  his  success 
they  will  be  found  along  the  lines  of  well-tried 
and  old-time  ma.xims.  Honesty  and  fair  dealing, 
jsrornptness  and  fidelity,  all  of  these  arc  strictly 
enhanced  and  adhered  to.  He  is  ahvays  just  and 


fair  with  his  employes  and  appreciates  faithful- 
ness on  their  part.  He  stands  today  as  an  hon- 
est, upright,  self-made  man,  and  a progressive 
merchant  and  banker. 

JOHN  W.  HAMILTON.  The  fertile  and 
productive  community  of  Qiico  is  populated  by 
a citizenship  universally  sub.stantial,  permanent 
and  thrifty  whose  advent  hither  dates,  in  the 
main,  hack,  a quarter  of  a centurw’  or  more  in 
the  past  and  whose  pathw-ay  to  the  present  has 
been  marked  by  successive  and  positive  agricul- 
tural victories.  They  cleared  the  forest,  brought 
wild  nature  under  subjection  and  filled  the  re- 
gion with  comfortable  homes.  Prosperity  has 
brought  the  smile  of  contentment  to  their  faces 
and  where  once  was  pinching  and  forced  econo- 
my is  now  luxurious  abundance  and  hearts  light- 
ed with  hope  and  filled  with  encouragement  for 
the  future.  Numbered  conspicuously  among  this 
citizenship  and  enjoying  liberalh’  these  agricul- 
tural victories  and  achievements  is  John  W. 
Hamilton  of  this  review. 

The  year  1878  witnessed  his  advent  to  Wise 
county  and  his  settlement  on  a portion  of  the  fine 
farm  now  embraced  in  his  e.state.  He  had  re- 
cently passed  seven  years  in  Grav'son  county, 
whitlicr  he  went  in  1871  from  Newton  county, 
Missouri.  He  accompanied  his  parents  to  the  lat- 
ter place  when  a y'oung  man  just  attained  to  his 
majority  and  took  part  in  the  initial  w-ork  of  de- 
velopment in  Southwest  Alissouri.  He  was  de- 
scended from  a family  of  fanners  and  this  voca- 
tion he  followed  him.self  there  and  at  all  places 
and  times  in  Texas.  He  emigrated  from  Tennes- 
see. where  his  parents  were  also  bom  and  where 
his  grandfather,  Robert  Hamilton,  founded  tlie 
family  about  the  clo.sing  years  of  the  eighteenth 
century. 

Robert  Hamilton’s  birthplace  is  not  now  known 
and  nothing  tangible  with  reference  to  him,  save 
the  drowning  of  him.self  and  wife  while  crossing 
a stream  when  his  son  James  was  a small  boy. 
James  was  born  in  Robinson  county,  Tennessee, 
in  1804,  and  when  deprived  of  his  parents 
made  his  home  from  place  to  place  as  circum- 
stances and  conditions  seemed  to  justify.  He 
was  of  a studious  turn  and  made  much  advance- 
ment in  hcM)ks  for  his  day,  and  when  he  began  life 
it  was  as  a teacher  in  the  country  schools.  He 
continued  this  vocation  until  1842,  when  he  took 
uj)  farming  and  continued  till  his  death,  in  Clay 
county,  Texas,  in  1882.  In  1850  he  brought  his 
family  the  first  step  westward  and  remained  a 
citizen  of  Newton  county,  Missouri,  until  i874> 
when  he  cast  his  lot  with  Texas. 

James  Hamilton  married  T.  Ora  Price.  His 
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sisters  Martha  and  Mary  became  tlie  wives  of 
John  and  Greenberry  Kelly,  respectiveh'-,  of  Ten- 
nessee, and  his  brothers,  Samuel,  Andrew  and 
John,  g'rew  up  in  that  state.  His  wife  died  in 
Newton  county,  Missouri,  at  fifty-eight  years  of 
age,  the  mother  of:  John  W.,  of  this  sketch; 

Thomas,  deceased;  Nanct',  who  died  in  Missouri 
as  Mrs.  J.  D.  Ferguson ; William  died  in  Denton 
county,  Texas;  Henry  died  unmarried ; Mary 
married  Henry  Lowe  and  resides  in  Missouri ; 
Sallie  became  the  wife  of  William  Pludson,  of 
Parker  county,  Texas,  and  Marshall  passed  away 
in  Tarrant  county,  while  Joann,  the  youngest, 
married  F.  S.  Skipworth,  of  Swisher  county, 
Texas. 

The  home  of  his  father  remained  his  own  until 
John  W.  Hamilton  married.  He  began  farming 
as  a renter  and  when  he  came  to  Texas -he  had 
accumulated  two  teams  and  wagons  and  a limited 
amount  of  money.  He  stopped  near  Pilot  Point, 
in  Grayson  county,  where  he  bought  land  at  two 
dollars  an  acre  and  sold  it  for  ten  dollars  when  he 
left  the  county  seven  years  later.  Stopping  near 
Chico  on  his  search  for  a new  location  he  paid 
fifteen  hundred  dollars  for  two  hundred  acres 
and  has  added,  since,  one  hundred  and  forty- 
six  acres  of  the  William  Becknel  survey.  He 
has  brought  broad  acres  under  cultivation  and 
has  erected  comfortable  and  roomy  buildings  to 
house  his  family  and  his  farm  presents  the  ap- 
pearance of  an  old-.settled  place. 

In  September,  1862,  i\Ir.  Hamilton  entered  the 
Confederate  service,  joining  Company  G,  Eighth 
Missouri  Infantry.  He  w'as  in  Price’s  Brigade 
and  served  in  the  Trans-Mississippi  Department. 
He  fought  at  Prairie  Grove,  Mansfield  and  Jen- 
kins’ Ferry  and  surrendered  with  his  command 
at  Shreveport,  Louisiana.  He  was  sent  do\^i 
Red  river  and  up  the  Mississippi  to  St.  Louis 
and  from  there  to  Rolla,  Missouri,  by  rail  and 
walked  from  there  home. 

November  25,  1832,  John  W.  Hamilton  was 
born.  Although  his  fatlier  was  a teacher  the 
children  were  not  extravagantly  taught  and  our 
subject  came  to  manhood  with  only  a limited 
knowledge  of  books.  He  married  May  8,  1856, 
Miss  Henrietta  Ferguson,  bom  in  the  state  of 
Tennessee,  November  19,  1838.  The  issue 
of  this  union  were:  Thomas  A.,  a successful 

farmer  near  his  father,  whose  wife,  nee  Annie 
Wallace,  died  in  1899  leaving  five  children ; 
Martha,  who  died  as  Mr.s.  C.  S.  Short,  leav- 
ing a dauehter,  Dema.  wddow  of  Robert  I^ft- 
wich,  and  J.  David,  who  has  four  children  and  is 
married  to  Mrs.  Leda  Peeler. 

Mr.  Hamilton  sustains  the  political  relation  of 
a Democrat  to  his  county  but  has  taken  little  in- 


terest in  political  battles  beyond  the  casting  of 
his  vote  as  an  e.xpression  of  his  choice  of  candi- 
dates. He  has  lived  in  the  enjoyment  of  the  re- 
wards of  his  years  of  earnest  toil  and  has  reared 
an  upright  family  to  become  useful  and  honored 
elements  in  our  civil  fabric  and  is  closing  his 
career  in  the  consciousness  of  an  industrious  and 
well-spent  life. 

THOM.AS  D.  ROSS,  lawj'er,  president  of 
the  Fort  Worth  and  Tarrant  County  Ab.stract 
Company,  the  Western  Securities  Company, 
etc.,  etc.,  is  one  of  the  best  known  and  most  in- 
fluential professional  and  business  men  of  North 
Texas,  where  he  has  lived  and  had  his  busi- 
ness connections  for  the  past  twenty  odd  years. 
He  was  born  at  Magnolia,  Arkansas,  in  1861, 
and  at  the  age  of  a little  more  than  forty  years 
has  attained  position  such  as  would  be  a credit 
to  a man  much  his  .senior  in  life.  His  parents 
were  Zeno  C.  and  Mary  J.  (Davis)  Ross,  the  for- 
mer a native  of  New  York  and  of  Scotch 
ancestry,  and  the  latter  a native  of  North  Car- 
olina. His  father  was  akso  a lawyer  of  ability, 
and  for  many  years  carried  on  a successful  prac- 
tice in  -Arkansas,  where  he  finally  died. 

Mr.  Thomas  D.  Ross  was  reared  in  Arkansas 
and  gained  his  early  education  in  the  public 
schools.  He  obtained  his  academical  education 
in  the  Arkansas  Industrial  LTniversity  at  Fay- 
etteville. It  was  his  happy  privilege  to  h.ave 
the  Irest  of  opportunities  for  gaining  the  prep- 
aration which  he  sought  before  entering  upon 
his  life  work  of  the  law.  From  Fayetteville  he 
went  to  the  University  of  Virginia,  where  he  re- 
ceived the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Laws.  He 
then  entered  the  law  department  of  Yale  Uni- 
versity, and  was  graduated  with  the  degree  of 
Master  of  Laws,  his  examination  there  per- 
mitting him  to  practice  in  the  state  of  Con- 
necticut. There  are  none  of  the  legal  pro- 
fession in  North  Texas  who  entered  upon 
practice  with  a better  theoretical  and  scholastic 
equipment  than  Mr.  Ross.  From  the  east  he 
took  a trip  to  the  Pacific  coast  in  search  of  a 
location,  but  soon  returned  as  far  as  h'ort 
Worth,  Texas,  where  he  opened  his  office  in 
1883  and  has  continued  his  practice  ever  since. 
In  1890  he  was  made  president  of  the  Western 
Securities  Company,  and  in  1894  became  presi- 
dent of  the  Fort  Worth  and  Tarrant  County- 
Abstract  Company^  both  being  prominent  in- 
stitutions in  the  business  life  of  this  portion  of 
the  state.  Fle  is  also  president  of  the  Texas 
Securities  Company,  and  is  connected  with  sev- 
eral other  real  estate  and  financial  corpora- 
tions in  this  city-.  Of  late  years  his  legal 
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practice  has  been  largely  confined  to  represent- 
ing the  interests  of  non-residents  and  aliens  in 
the  investment  of  foreign  capital  in  this  vicin- 
ity. He  represents  four  or  five  of  the  largest 
loan  companies  now  doing  business  in  America. 
His  specialty  in  law  practice  is  corporation  and 
land  litigation. 

Mr.  Ross  is  a member  of  the  Crmimercial 
Club,  the  Country  Club  and  other  local  organi- 
zations both  for  social  and  charitable  and  business 
piirpo.ses.  He  was  married  in  1880  to  Miss 
Clara  G.  Dunn,  and  they  have  two  children, 
Mi.sses  Jeanne  D.  and  Jessie  McLeod. 

EDWARD  A.  FINCHER,  who  is  identified 
with  the  agrieultural  interests  of  Montague 
county,  Te.xas,  and  whose  address  is  R.  D.  4. 
Nocona,  was  boni  on  a farm  in  Nevada  county, 
Arkansas.  October  12  , 1859,  son  of  Daniel  F. 
and  Margaret  C.  (Wilbanks)  Fincher,  natives  of 
Georgia. 

William  Fincher,  the  grandfatlKn"  of  Edward 
was  a Methodi.st  minister  and  farmer  in  Geor- 
gia. whence  he  moved  to  Albania  and  later  to 
Arkansas,  where  he  continued  fanning  and 
preaching  for  some  years.  Late  in  life  he  retired 
from  active  labor  and  made  his  home  with  his 
children.  His  life  was  productive  of  good  works, 
he  enjoved  the  respect  and  confidence  of  a large 
circle  of  acquaintances,  and  he  lived  to  the  ripe 
old  age  of  eighty  years,  nis  children  were  Pow- 
ell, \VilHam,  James,  Daniel  F.,  John,  Bailey, 
I^ydia,  Elizabeth,  Lucinda  and  Martha. 

Daniel  F.  Fincher  moved  with  his  father  from 
Georgia  to  Alabama,  where  he  was  married,  and 
in  1857  again  turned  his  face  we.stward.  Arkan- 
sas the  objective  point.  Tliere  he  bought  land 
and  was  engaged  in  the  work  of  improving  and 
cultivating  it  when  the  great  Civil  war  came  on. 
LTnlike  his  worthy  father,  who  sympathized  with 
the  Confederacy,  he  was  a Union  man  at  heart 
and  ojiposed  to  secession ; but  after  the  war 
opened  he  was  conscripted  and  forced  into  the 
Confederate  ranks,  where  he  remained  until  the 
war  closed.  He  was  in  manv  Inrtly  contested  iKit- 
tles,  never,  however,  being  captured  or  wound- 
ed, and  throughout  the  whole  of  his  army  life  he 
never  fired  a bullet  at  the  enemy.  The  war  over, 
he  returned  to  his  farm  in  Arkansas,  and  during 
the  next  few  years  bought  and  sold  five  farms  in 
that  .state.  In  the  fall  of  1874  he  came  to  Texas 
and  .settled  in  Denton  county.  There  he  bought  a 
farm  on  which  he  lived  four  years,  after  which  he 
sold  out  and  came  to  Montague  county.  Near 
.Sunset  he  purchased  land  and  improved  a farm 
and  made  that  his  home  fur  a period  of  fifteen 
} cars,  St.  lling  out  at  the  end  of  that  time  and  buy- 


ing and  improving  another  farm,  on  F’armers' 
Creek,  where  he  remained  during  the  rest  of  his 
life.  January  24,  1900,  while  plowing  in  the 
field,  he  dropped  between  the  handles  of  his  plow' 
and  instantly  expired,  at  the  age  of  seventy 
years.  He  was  an  industrious,  conscientious  man, 
affectionate  as  a father  and  kind  as  a neighbor, 
and  was  respected  by  all  who  knew'  him.  For 
many  years  he  was  identified  with  both  the  Meth- 
odist church  and  the  Masonic  order.  His  widow 
died  in  1902,  at  the  age  of  sixtv-nine  years.  She 
was  the  fifth  born  in  a fainih'  of  eleven  children, 
her  brothers  and  sisters  being  as  follow's;  James- 
and  David,  in  Texas ; George,  of  Alabama ; Wil- 
liam, of  Texas;  Elizabeth,  Ann,  Mary,  Sally, 
Mattie  and  two  others.  The  children  of  Daniel 
F.  and  Margaret  C.  Fincher  are;  Amanda,  wife 
of  N.  AI.  Smith ; William,  a resident  of  the  Creek 
Nation;  James,  of  Clay  county,  Texas;  Albert, 
of  Eastland  county,  Texas;  Edw'ard  A.,  the  di- 
rect subject  of  this  review ; Delia,  w'ife  of  Lum 
Rowland ; George,  who  died,  leaving  a widow' 
and  one  child ; Alattie,  wife  of  M.  W.  Harbour, 
who  died  leaving  two  children;  Mollie,  wife  of 
W.  AT.  Harbour,  and  Fanny,  the  wife  of  W.  u. 
Gregory. 

Edward  A.  Fincher  came  with  his  parents  to 
Texas,  and  with  them  made  the  moves  above 
recorded,  remaining  under  the  parental  roof  un- 
til his  marriage  in  1879.  The  next  four  years  he 
fanned  rented  land,  after  which  he  bought  sixty 
acres,  improved  the  same  and  made  his  home  on 
it  seven  years.  Selling  out.  he  moved  to  the 
Chickasaw  Nation,  in  Indian  Territory,  and  for 
three  years  cultivated  leased  land  there.  At  the 
end  of  that  time,  in  1894,  he  came  back  to  A'lon- 
tagiie  countv  and  Iwught  the  farm  on  w'hich  he 
now’  lives,  first  buying  one  hundred  and  sixty 
acres  and  afterward  ninety-four  acres  adjoining, 
two  hundred  and  fifty-four  acres  in  all,  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty-five  acres  of  which  are  under 
cultivation.  This  place  w’as  partially  improved 
when  he  came  into  possession  of  it,  he  has  made 
many  additional  improvements  and  now  has  a 
fine  farm  and  beautiful  country  home.  His  resi- 
dence, located  on  an  elevation,  commands  a pret- 
ty view  of  the  valley.  An  orchard  of  peaches  and 
plums  had  been  planted.  Air.  Fincher  has  added 
apples  and  other  fruits,  until  now'  he  has  over 
four  hundred  trees,  and  in  a few  years  will  doubt- 
le.ss  have  a variety  and  abundance  of  fruit.  ATr. 
Fincher  also  raises  stock.  As  a result  of  his  hard 
work  and  good  management,  he  has  accumulated 
a competency  in  Alontaguc  county',  in  a healthful 
locality,  with  good  neighbors  all  around  him. 
Like  his  father  and  grandfather,  he  and  his  wife 
and  children  arc  Alcthodists,  and  he  is  a member 
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of  the  Masonic  fraternity.  Politically  he  is  a 
Democrat. 

Mr.  Fincher  married  December  2,  1879,  Miss 
Mary  S.  Harbour,  who  was  born  in  Mississippi 
September  8,  1862,  daughter  of  O.  W.  and  Hope 
(McDonald)  Harbour.  Her  father  was  a Mis- 
sissippi farmer  who  sen’^ed  all  through  the  war 
of  the  rebellion  in  the  Confederate  anny.  He 
came  from  Mississippi  to  Texas  in  1869  with  an 
ox  team  and  wagon,  and  settled  first  in  Dallas 
county,  bn  a rented  farm,  where  he  'remained 
three  years ; moved  to  Cooke  county  and  bought 
land  and  improved  a farm ; in  1878  came  to  Mon- 
tague county  and  purchased  land,  and  here  he 
lived  for  twenty  vears.  During  this  time  he  was 
for  ten  years  engaged  in  merchandising  at  Sun- 
set. He  suffered  loss  there  by  fire,  but  rebuilt  a 
stone  block,  and  continued  in  business  until  1900, 
when  he  sold  his  stock,  retaining  the  building. 
Afterward  he  sold  his  farm  and  moved  to  Greer 
county,  Oklahoma,  where  he  is  now  imjirovingf 
another  farm.  His  'first  wife  died  in  1887.  Of 
their  children,  we  record  that  Morris  is  a resident 
of  Chickasaw  Nation ; Mary  S..  wife  of  the  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch ; Mitchell  is  engaged  in  farm- 
ing in  Montague  county ; Coley  resides  with  his 
parents  ; and  Rosy  died  at  the  age  of  fifteen  years. 
Edward  A.  Fincher  and  wife  have  five  children, 
namely : Noel  N„  a fanner  of  Montague  county ; 
Donie,  wife  of  G.  Etter,  and  Emmer,  Mitchell  and 
Ethel,  at  home. 

.SPENCER  BOYD  STREET.  In  the  early 
day  the  broad  and  untamed  plains  of  the  Texas 
fnintier  offered  inducements  to  the  hardy  and 
somewhat  adventurous  young  men  of  the  plod- 
ding and  consenutive  east  to  ally  themselves 
with  a condition  which  promised  botli  entertain- 
ment and  profit,  and  to  join  the  caravan  of  prog- 
ress ever  wending  its  way  toward  the  setting  sun. 
The  military  post,  the  isolated  settler  and  the 
armed  cowboy  led  the  first  advance  toward  the 
Occident,  and  the  advent  of  the  young  blood  from 
the  states  was  an  added  force  appli^  to  the  en- 
tering wedge  of  civilization  which  eventually 
crowded  out  barbarism  and  brought  the  borders 
into  touch  with  the  enlightening  influences  of  the 
modern  American  race.  With  this  caravan  and 
wielding  in  a measure  this  benign  influence  were 
some  of  the  landmarks  of  Young  county’,  and  it 
is  our  purpose  to  point  out  briefly  the  mode.st 
part  taken  bv  one  of  them,  Spencer  B.  Street,  of 
Graham,  now  among  the  substantial  citizens  of 
his  county  and  a participant  in  the  commercial 
affairs  of  the  northwest. 

At  the  time  of  his  casting  his  fortunes  with  this 
county  Mr.  Street  w’as  a young  man  just  past 


his  majority  and  the  presence  here  of  Fort  Grif- 
fin attracted  him  hither  ostensibly  to  farm.  The 
consumption  of  foodstuffs  at  the  fort  was  consid- 
erable, and  it  promised  a market  for  all  that  he 
might  raise  as  a squatter  upon  the  fertile  lands 
of  the  valley  of  Elm  creek,  and  he  located  there 
and  began  his  Texas  career.  His  farm  was  not 
far  from  where  Profit  now  is,  but  for  only  about 
two  years  was  he  destined  to  realize  his  early 
hopes,  tor  the  military  fort  was  abandoned  and 
no  further  excu.se  for  farming  existed.  In  1874, 
after  two  years  of  experience  on  the  farm-ranch, 
Mr.  Street  organized  a crew  to  engage  in  the 
buffalo  hunt,  an  industry  which  was  attracting 
much  interest  and  .some  adherents  then.  Ilis  out- 
fit of  ox  teams  numbered  several  and  his  force 
of  men  traversed  the  plains  over  and  about  Cros- 
bv  county  for  some  three  years,  the  marketing 
of  the  hides  and  meat  taking  place  at  Sherman, 
.some  two  hundred  and  fifty  miles  away.  This 
venture  was  much  more  of  a .success  than  a dis- 
'ai)pt)intment,  and  when  he  decided  to  abandon  it 
in  1877  he  possessed  the  sinews  with  which  to 
engage  in  another  business.  He  establi.shed  him- 
self in  Graham  and  engageel  in  the  lumber  busi- 
ness, using  his  ox  teams  for  hauling  his  stock 
from  Fort  Worth  and  continuing  in  the  trade 
some  twenty-four  months.  Following  this  he  be- 
came a partner  in  the  drug  business  in  turn  with 
J.  E.  Ryus  and  F.  M.  Burkett,  and  his  next  mer- 
cantile connection  was  with  John  E.  Morri.son,  as 
the  firm  of  Morrison,  Street  and  Company.  After 
eight  years  the  firm  dissolved  and  Mr.  Street 
joined  Mr.  Mabry  in  the  mercantile  finn  of  S.  B. 
Street  and  Company,  and  seven  years  later  this 
firm  aLso  di.ssolved  and  Mr.  Street  then  associated 
with  him  his  sons  as  S.  B.  Street  and  Sons,  his 
.sons,  Boyd  and  Bruce  Street,  being  included  in 
the  partnership.  Their  establishment  is  a general 
.store  and  one  of  the  large  institutions  of  Gra- 
ham and  with  branch  stores  at  Haskell,  in  Haskell 
county,  and  at  Munday,  in  Knox  county,  Texas. 

Mr.  Street  bc^jan  his  journey  to  the  Lone  Star 
state  from  Fo.xcroft,  Maine,  in  1872.  and  came 
by  rail  to  the  terminus  of  the  Katy  railroad  in  the 
Indian  Territory  and  from  there  to  Sherman  and 
on  to  Fort  Griffin  by  .stage.  He  had  been  orphaned 
in  childhood  and  was  thrown  upon  his  own  re- 
sources at  about  eleven  years  of  age.  He  was 
educated  fairly  in  the  schools  of  Foxcroft  and  its 
academy,  and  started  his  business  career  as  an 
employe  of  a lumber  firm  of  that  place. 

St.  John,  New  Brunswick,  was  the  birthplace 
of  Mr.  Street,  and  the  date  was  .Augu.st  3,  1850. 
His  father,  who  died  in  early  life  in  New  York, 
was  James  B.  Street,  a native  of  Englaiul.  The 
latter  accompanied  his  father,  William  Henry 
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.Street,  to  New  I’ruiiswick.  and  in  St.  John  the 
father  was  engaged  in  tlie  whole.salc  mercantile 
busincs.s.  where  he  is  vet  remembered  many  years 
after  his  death.  Janies  Bruce  Street  married  .Mice 
Bruce,  a lady  of  Scotch  birth  and  a daughter  of 
Lord  Kcnnet.  a peer  of  the  realm  and  a member 
of  tile  upper  branch  of  the  English  parliament. 
^Irs.  Street  survived  her  hiusband,  but  passed 
away  in  1862,  leaving  issue,  John  O.  B.  Street, 
of  tlie  Creek  Nation,  Indian  Territory,  and  the 
subject  of  this  review. 

.At  Dover,  JMaine,  in  June,  1878,  S.  B.  Street 
married  Aliss  .Ada  llodgdon.  a daughter  of  Au- 
gu.stu.s  HiHlgdon,  a farmer,  who.se  ancestors  were 
of  English  stock.  Air.  llodgdon  was  born  in 
Maine,  and  married  Aliss  Marcela  Page,  and 
Airs.  Street  was  one  of  three  children  in  their 
family.  The  children  of  Mr.  and  Airs.  Street  are ; 
S.  Boyd  and  H.  Bruce,  both  born  in  Graham,  the 
former  born  April  23.  1879,  and  the  latter  Alay  9, 
1881.  Both  took  business  cour.ses  in  Quincy,  Illi- 
nois, after  leaving  the  public  schools,  and  both 
were  trained  to  business  under  their  successful 
father,  with  whom  they  are  now  partners ; Miss 
Alice  and  Glenn  O.  comprise  the  remaining  mem- 
bers of  the  family. 

Air.  Street  has  lived  in  Graham  all  his  married 
life  and  has  reared  his  family  to  assume  places  of 
responsibility  and  business  prominence  as  they 
shall  reach  maturity.  Its  social  life  is  wrapped 
up  in  that  of  the  town  and  its  general  tendency  is 
toward  high  morals,  business  thrift  and  commer- 
cial independence.  While  Air.  Street  has  been 
among  his  townsmen  for  nearly  a third  of  a cen- 
tury and  has  participated  in  all  the  social  and 
commercial  and  other  busine.ss  achievements  of 
Graham  he  has  escaped  the  annoyance  of  politics, 
.and  its  bickerings  and  bitternesses  have  never 
been  suffered  to  mar  any  relation  or  ilestroy  any 
friendship.  Having  never  renounced  his  allegi- 
ance to  the  land  of  his  birth  he  is  still  a subject 
of  the  king  and  under  the  protecting  folds  of  the 
English  flag. 

JOHN  H.  WILLS  lies  been  connected  with 
the  growth  of  Amarillo  and  the  development  of 
the  surrounding  region  of  the  Panhandle  from 
this  countr)  ’s  period  of  ancient  history — some- 
thing over  fifteen  years,  .As  surveyor  and  real 
estate  dealer  he  has  acconipli.shed  some  excellent 
work  and  made  himself  a valuable  factor  in  the 
development  of  Potter  countj,'. 

He  was  born  at  Palmyra.  A^'irginia,  in  1865, 
Ix'ing  a son  of  Dr.  .Albert  G.  and  Martha  (Hatch- 
er) Wdlls.  The  family  is  A'irginian  fora  number 
of  generations,  and  its  various  memlters  have 
been  jirominently  identified  with  professional  and 


social  affairs.  Dr.  Wills  came  by  his  profession 
by  inheritance,  since  both  his  father  and  his 
grandfather — life-long  Virginians — were  physi- 
cian.s.  Dr.  Albert  Wills  was  born  in  the  Old  Do- 
minion and  died  at  the  old  home  place  in  1870,  in 
the  house  where  his  son  John  was  bom.  As  a 
pjiysician  he  had  a very  large  practice,  and  he 
died  “in  the  harness,"  active  in  practice  to  the 
last.  Mr.  Wills’  mother  was  bom  and  reared  in 
the  adjacent  county  of  Cumberland,  Virginia, 
and  her  death  occurred  in  1901. 

Air.  W’ills  was  reared  on  the  farm  which  his 
father  owned  at  Palmyra.  His  education  in  the 
local  schools  was  especially  thorough,  and  he 
early  displayed  great  proficiency  in  mathematics. 
He  was  twenty  years  old  when  he  came  to  Texas 
in  1883,  and  his  first  location  was  at  Baird,  Calla- 
han county.  He  had  not  been  there  long  when  his 
attention  w'as  attracted  to  the  Panhandle  r^ion 
by  the  building  of  the  Fort  Worth  & Denver 
roatl  through  that  section,  and  in  1887  he  joined, 
in  the  capacity  of  surveyor,  AIcClelland  Brothers, 
district  surveyors,  at  Clarendon.  Early  in  the 
following  y'car  he  came  to  the  towmsite  of  Amaril- 
lo, which  could  not  yet  be  dignified  with  the 
name  of  town.  Indeed,  the  railroad  had  been 
completed  only  to  this  point,  and  the  decision 
had  just  been  reached  to  locate  a commercial 
center  at  this  point.  Mr.  Wills  became  identified 
with  Air.  H.  B.  Sanborn  and  his  confreres  in  the 
establishment  of  .Amarillo,  and  in  laying  out  the 
present  towmsite  and  planning  the  town  so  ar- 
dently fostered  by  Air.  Sanborn  he  took  a fore- 
most part.  The  interesting  stor}'  of  how  .Amarillo 
came  to  be  located  as  it  now  is,  has  been  told  in 
the  history  of  Air.  Sanborn,  elsewhere  in  this 
work,  and  Air.  Wills  had  his  own  share  in  that 
work.  He  staked  off  the  lots  and  made  the  map 
for  the  new  town  of  .Amarillo,  now  the  main  part 
of  the  city,  knowm  as  Glidden  and  Sanborn’s  ad- 
dition, and  ever  since  that  time  has  been  the  chief 
representative  of  Air.  Sanborn  and  the  original 
townsite  owners  in  the  handling  of  this  property. 
For  about  a year  after  IcK'ating  at  Amarillo  he 
was  engaged  in  surveying  in  the  new  tow-n  and 
surrounding  country,  and  making  maps  of  the 
same.  Since  then  he  has  confined  his  attention  ex- 
clusively to  the  real  estate  and  abstract  business. 
He  was  the  first  abstractor,  starting  the  business 
w hen  Potter  county  was  organized.  He  became 
known  as  a map-maker  par  excellence,  and  from 
liis  own  survey’s  has  drawn  and  had  published  a 
number  of  very  valuable  maps  of  Amarillo  and 
of  Potter  county,  as  also  of  several  of  the  ad- 
joining counties  of  the  Panhandle.  He  was  twice 
elected  to  the  office  of  counh'  surveyor  of  Potter 
county.  Besides  the  townsite  interests  above  re- 
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ferred  to,  he  also  represents  a number  of  non-res- 
ident owners  of  extensive  Texas  tracts,  and  is 
himself  a largje  owner  of  real  estate  in  ^\niarillo 
and  surrounding  counties. 

Fraternally  Mr.  Wills  is  a Royal  Arch  Mason 
and  was  the  first  Mason  to  be  taken  in  the  lodge 
at  Amarillo.  He  also  affiliates  with  the  Elks,  and 
is  treasurer  of  the  local  board  of  trade.  He  was 
married  at  Amarillo  to  Miss  Margaret  Summers, 
of  Missouri,  and  they  arc  both  w'ell  known  and 
popular  members  of  social  circles. 

S.  M.  KING.  A leading  repre.sentative  of 
financial  interests  in  Montague  county  is  S.  M. 
King,  the  president  of  the  Eirst  National  Bank 
of  Saint  Jo,  a man  of  excellent  business  discern- 
ment and  of  marked  enterprise,  whose  carefully 
conducted  business  affairs  have  made  him  a suc- 
cessful man,  while  at  the  .same  time  he  belongs 
to  that  class  of  representative  American  citizens 
who,  while  promoting  individual  prosperity,  also 
contribute  in  large  measure  to  the  general  good. 
He  was  bom  in  Roane  county,  Tennessee,  No- 
vember II,  1865,  and  is  a son  of  B.  B.  and  Mar- 
garet A.  (McCullum)  King.  The  mother  w'as 
born  in  Roane  county  in  1841,  while  her  parents 
were  natives  of  Pennsylvania,  becoming  early 
settlers  of  Tennessee,  where  her  father  carried  on 
agricultural  pursuits.  He  was  twice  married  and 
by  his  first  union  had  one  son,  John  H.,  while  by 
the  second  marriage  there  were  two  daughters : 
Catherine,  the  wife  of  T.  Fitch,  and  Margaret  A., 
who  became  Mrs.  King.  The  parents  were  both 
members  of  the  iVIethodist  church. 

B.  B.  King  was  bom  in  Roane  county.  Tennes- 
see, June  14,  1841,  and  was  reared  to  farm  life, 
pursuing  a common  school  education  through, 
the  winter  seasons.  His  parents  w'ere  Sanders 
and  Martha  (Northeut)  King,  the  former  a na- 
tive of  North  Carolina  and  the  latter  of  Virginia. 
Her  father,  Mr.  Northeut,  w-as  a native  of  Scot- 
land, while  his  wdfe  was  of  Irish  lineage.  On 
coming  to  America  he  settled  in  Virginia,  where 
he  became  a prominent  farmer  and  money  loaner. 
He  was  a man  of  considerable  means,  prospering 
in  his  business  undertakings.  He  died  in  Tennes- 
see, and  his  wife,  who  was  a most  estimable 
Christian  lady,  died  in  Virginia.  Their  daughter, 
Martha,  became  the  wife  of  Sanders  King,  who 
was  bom  and  reared  in  North  Carolina.  The 
names  of  his  parents  are  forgotten,  but  he  had 
two  brothers  and  a sister:  William  B.  B.  and 
Nancy,  the  wife  of  J.”  Ore.  Sanders  King,  after 
reaching  adult  age,  went  to  Virginia,  where  he 
was  married,  and  soon  afterward  he  removed  to 
eastern  Tennessee,  w-here  he  rented  a farm  and 
later  purchased  a tract  of  land,  becoming  owner 


of  a farm  in  Roane  county  in  1838.  There  he  .set- 
tled and  reared  his  family,  rem.aining  upon  the 
old  family  homestead  until  his  death,  which  oc- 
curred July  8,  1862.  His  sympathies  were  in  sup- 
port of  the  Union  cause  at  the  time  of  the  Civil 
war.  He  had  been  a slave  owmer,  but  he  did  not 
believe  the  southern  states  had  a right  to  secede 
from  the  Union.  He  w’as  ever  fearless  in  support 
of  his  honest  convictions  and  his  fidelity  to  dutv 
■was  one  of  the  .strong  and  commendable  traits 
in  his  character.  He  held  membcr.ship  in  the 
Methodist  church  and  died  in  that  faith.  His  wife 
survived  him  for  some  years  and  passed  away 
w'hile  visiting  at  her  old  home  in  Virginia.  Their 
children  were:  William  R.,  who  died  at  the  age 
of  twenty-one  years ; John  H.  and  B.  B.  King. 

The  last  named  was  born  and  reared  in  east- 
ern Tennessee  and  remained  under  the  jiarenta! 
roof  up  to  the  time  of  his  marriage  in  October, 
1861.  He  then  settled  upon  the  old  homestead 
farm,  where  he  resided  for  more  than  a year, 
after  which  he  removed  to  Shelbyville,  Illinois, 
where  he  was  employed  at  carpentering  during 
the  succeeding  winter.  He  then  removed  to  Mis- 
sissippi, where  he  was  engaged  in  farming  for 
two  years,  after  which  he  conducted  a steam 
mill  for  six  years.  In  1875  he  went  to  Texas,  lo- 
cating at  Saint  Jo,  which  at  that  time  contained 
only  a few  houses.  He  erected  a store  building 
and  was  the  first  furniture  dealer  in  the  town. 
Later,  however,  he  sold  out  and  engaged  in  dif- 
ferent enterprises.  Part  of  his  time  and  atten- 
tion was  devoted  to  carpentering  and  contract- 
ing, in  which  he  continued  for  ten  years,  erecting 
during  that  period  some  of  the  best  structures  in 
Saint  Jo.  Twice  he  removed  from  the  town,  but 
returned  after  a number  of  years.  Eventually  he 
e.stabli.shed  a secondhand  .store  in  this  place  and 
is  still  conducting  it  with  good  success.  In  1864 
he  became  a member  of  the  Missionary  Baptist 
church  and  was  active,  influential  and  helpful  in 
its  work  for  thirty-two  years.  He  served  as  dea- 
con for  tAventy-five  years  of  that  time  and  filled 
most  of  the  other  offices  of  the  church,  being  very 
devoted  and  faithful  in  its  work.  After  almost  a 
third  of  a centur\',  however,  he  left  the  Baptist 
denomination  and  joined  the  Holiness  movement, 
in  which  he  continues  an  active  and  leading  spirit. 
His  sincerity  is  nev'er  doubted  and  his  Christiani- 
ty is  manifest  in  his  good  works.  Both  he  and 
his  wife  are  yet  residents  of  Saint  Jo.  where  they 
are  highly  esteemed  because  of  well  spent  lives. 
Their  union  has  been  bles.sed  with  three  chil- 
dren: Martha  E.  became  the  wife  of  Mr.  Davis, 
a pioneer  hardware  merchant  of  Saint  Jo,  and 
died  leaving  four  children;  Samuel  M.  is  the 
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well  known  banker  of  Saint  Jo;  and  John  G., 
l)orn  July  J3.  1H78,  is  yet  with  his  parents. 

Samuel  M.  Kin"  accompanied  his  father  and 
mothtr  on  their  removal  from  Tennessee  to  Illi- 
nois and  afterward  to  Mississippi,  and  with  them 
came  to  Saint  Jo  in  1875.  Here  he  was  reared 
to  manhood  and  acquired  a good  elementary  edu- 
cation. He  taught  schcjol  for  a few  terms  and 
then  entered  upon  his  business  career  unaided. 
He  first  engaged  in  merchandising  in  Saint  Jo, 
opening  a store,  and  at  different  times  he  sold  out 
but  would  again  enter  the  field  of  commercial 
activity  here.  Finally  he  c>pcned  a hardware  and 
implement  business,  which  he  conducted  success- 
fully for  a number  of  vears.  He  was  a good 
salesman,  carefully  managed  his  busine.ss  affairs, 
and  by  his  earticst  effort  and  indefatigable  labors 
devclojx'd  an  excellent  commercial  enterprise, 
winning  the  confidence  of  the  public  by  his 
straightforward,  honorable  methods.  Gradually, 
however,  he  merged  his  interests  into  other  lines 
of  business,  purchasing  bank  stock  and  becoming 
a large  holder  of  stock  in  the  Saint  Jo  Bank, 
which  was  organized  in  April,  1902.  as  a private 
institution,  with  a capital  stock  of  twenty  thou- 
sand dollars.  It  was  founded  by  C.  C.  Hemming, 
who  owned  a controlling  amount  of  stock  and 
was  the  president.  He  conducted  the  business  un- 
til looo,  w'hen  he  organized  it  as  a national  bank 
tinder  the  name  of  the  First  National  Bank  of 
Saint  Jo  and  increased  the  capital  to  thirty  thou- 
sand dollars.  Soon  after  this  Mr.  King  and  others 
purchased  the  stock  of  Mr.  Hemming  and  under 
the  new  management  S.  M.  King  was  chosen 
president,  with  William  Grant  as  vice  president 
and  E.  Bowers  as  cashier.  In  January,  1903, 
Josei>h  Bowers  succeeded  to  the  position  of  ca.sh- 
ier,  which  office  he  yet  continues  to  fill.  The  bank 
now  has  a surplus  of  six  thousand  dollars,  with 
large  deix>sits,  and  the  business  is  increasing  rap- 
idly along  safe  lines.  In  all  departments  the  insti- 
tutif)n  conforms  strictly  to  the  banking  system 
and  the  highest  ethics  concerning  banking  busi- 
ness and  is  iustly  regarded  as  one  of  the  solid 
institutions  of  North  Texas. 

(f)n  the  3ih  of  December,  1894,  Mr.  King  was 
married  to  Miss  Molly  Pedigo,  the  cultured 
daughter  of  Janies  F)  and  Sarah  J.  (Meador) 
Pedigo.  Site  was  born  near  Saint  Jo  in  1872 
Her  father  was  a native  of  Cl, ay  conntv,  Tennes- 
.‘-ee,  born  January  I,  1846,  and  licr  mother’s  birth 
also  occurred  in  that  state,  her  parents  being 

I'bristopher  and (Acton)  Meador,  who 

were  likewise  natives  of  Tennessee.  Tier  father 
with  his  familv  came  to  Saint  Jo  at  an  early  day 
in  the  (k vclopincnt  of  this  section  of  the  .state  and 
followed  the  occupation  of  farming  here.  He 


served  throughout  the  Civil  war  as  a member  of 
the  Confederate  army,  belonged  to  the  Masonic 
fraternity  and  in  business  life  w'as  known  as  a 
most  reliable  and  enterprising  man.  In  the  Mead- 
or family  were  the  following  sons  and  daughters : 
Mar>',  the  wife  of  Zachariah  Pedigo;  .Sarah,  the 
wife  of  J.  D.  Pedigo;  Thomas,  a merchant  of 
Saint  Jo;  Mrs.  Clarinda  Chauncy;  Dalton,  a 
merchant  of  the  firm  of  Meador  Brothers  of  Saint 
Jo;  and  Mrs.  Rosa  Fake. 

J.  D.  Pedigo  is  a son  of  Robert  and  Susan 
(King)  Pedigo,  the  former  a native  of  Virginia 
and  the  latter  of  Tennessee,  w'here  they  settled 
to  farming,  remaining  at  the  old  homestead  until 
death  claimed  them.  Mr.  Pedigo  was  a promi- 
nent and  influential  agriculturist  of  his  communi- 
ty and  was  also  a minister  of  the  Christian 
church,  in  the  work  of  which  he  took  a most 
active  and  helpful  part.  His  life  w'as  honorable 
and  upright  and  proved  a factor  for  good  in  the 
community  where  he  resided.  Ilis  wife,  who 
died  in  1861,  was  a daughter  of  Zachariah  King, 
a farmer  and  successful  trader  of  Kentucky,  and 
she  was  the  fourth  in  order  of  birth  in  a family 
of  five  children,  the  others  being:  Reading,  Jack, 
.'Mfondu  and  Polly  King.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Robert 
Pedigo  became  the  parents  of  nine  children : Cur- 
tis, Elizabeth,  Jack.son.  Calvin.  Zachariah,  Polly, 
James  D..  John  and  Wade.  The  mother  died  in 
1861  and  Robert  Pedigo  afterward  married  again 
and  had  one  son  by  that  union,  Robert  A.  Pedigo. 

James  D.  Pedigo  remained  under  the  parental 
roof  until  1863,  when  at  the  age  of  seventeen 
years  he  enlisted  in  the  Confederate  army  for 
one  year,  joining  the  First  Tennessee  Mounted 
Infantry.  After  serving  for  the  full  term  he  re- 
ceived an  honorable  discharge  and  on  returning 
home  resumed  the  occupation  of  farming.  In 
1867  he  'vas  married  and  took  his  bride  to  his 
home  farm,  there  remaining  until  1870,  when 
they  came  to  Texas,  settling  in  Montague  county 
on  lilountain  creek,  a few  miles  from  the  present 
site  of  Saint  Jo.  There  Mr.  Pedigo  boueht  land 
and  improved  a farm,  devoting  his  attention  to 
the  tilling  of  soil  and  raising  of  stock.  He  was 
quite  successful  and  carried  on  agricultural  pur- 
suits there  until  1895.  when  he  retired  to  Saint  Jo, 
where  he  yet  makes  his  home,  having  through 
earnest  and  indefatigable  labor  acquired  a com- 
petency for  old  age.  As  a pioneer  of  this  locality 
he  contributed  in  substantial  measure  to  its  de- 
velopment. He  is  a faithful  member  of  the  Pres- 
byterian church  and  is  a man  whom  to  know  is  to 
respect.  In  his  family  were  two  children:  Smith 
C.,  a popular  druggi.st  of  Saint  Jo,  and  Molly, 
now  Mrs.  King. 

Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  King  have  been  born  three 
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interesting  sons:  Raymond,  Everett  and  Ander- 
son. The  parents  occupy  an  enviable  position  in 
social  circles,  enjoying  the  high  regard  of  many 
warm  friends.  In  politics  Mr.  King  is  a Demo- 
crat and  in  religious  faith  his  wife  is  a Presby- 
terian. He  has  won  for  himself  a creditable  po- 
sition in  business  circles  in  Saint  Jo  and  as  presi- 
dent of  the  First  National  Bank  is  classed  with 
the  representative  men  here.  Ilis  fife  record,  too, 
is  indicative  of  what  may  be  accomplished 
through  strong  and  determined  purpose,  through 
close  application  and  a ready  utilization  "of  the 
opportunities  which  surround  the  individual.  He 
has  in  his  business  career  kept  pace  with  the 
modem  trend  of  the  times  and  is  today  a capable 
financier  with  thorough  understanding  of  the 
banking  business,  which  he  is  conducting  most 
successfully. 

JAMES  INDEPENDENCE  GILLESPIE 
COWAN.  The  birth'  of  Mr.  Cowan  on  Inde- 
pendence day  aird  the  exemplar}'  life  of  a favor- 
ite uncle,  James  Gillespie,  who  was  the 
grandfather  of  the  Honorable  James  G.  Blaine, 
led  his  parents  to  christen  their  ninth  child  with 
the  initials  J.  I.  G.  C.  His  ancestors  were  among 
the  first  of  Tennessee's  foreign  settlers,  and 
about  the  first  years  of  the  nineteenth  century 
his  grandfather,  William  Cowan,  entered  that 
stale. 

William  and  Mar\'  (Walker)  Cowan  sailed 
from  Ireland  for  America  in  1780  and  on  their 
voyage  over  .Andrew,  their  fourth  child,  was 
bom.  They  settled  in  the  southern  states  anti 
lived  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Cherokee  Indians  foi 
many  years,  probably  in  Alabama.  They  eventu- 
ally moved  up  into  Tennessee  and  in  Blount 
county,  that  state,  passed  away.  C>f  their  family 
of  sons,  Samuel,  David,  William,  Andrew,  Rob- 
ert, John  and  James,  all  but  John  and  - David 
married  and  left  issue.  The  rural  improvement 
and  development  of  the  new  country  where  they 
settled  shared  in  their  labor.s,  and  farmers  they 
became,  and  in  the  main  farmers  they  have  re- 
mained. 

-Andrew  Cowan  became  an  influential  citizen 
of  the  community  adjacent  to  the  Cherokee  tribe 
of  Indians  and  familiarized  himself  with  their 
doings  and  intentions,  and  when,  in  1814.  the 
tribe  became  restless  under  some  ban  of  the 
Federal  government  and  threatened  to  resi.st  it 
and  take  up  arras  agai^^t  the  citizen.s  be  with 
Jack  AlcNair  was  .sent  as  a spy  by  the  Federal 
authorities  to  learn  the  intentions  of  the  tribe. 
It  was  a perilous  undertaking  and  might  have 
resulted  in  death  to  both  men  if  the  lax  vigil 
of  the  natives  had  not  made  it  possible  for  them 


to  escape  each  time  their  capture  and  identity 
was  affected  and  disccivered.  When  the  war 
finally  broke  out  Mr.  Cowan  took  part  in  it  and 
did  a soldier’s  duty  toward  the  final  sul;jugation 
of  the  race.  When  he  became  a resident  of 
Tennessee  Andrew  Cowan  established  himself  in 
Blount  county,  where  he  resumed  his  vocation 
of  a farmer.  Late  in  life  he  moved  into  Bradley 
county  where  hi.s  death  occurred  in  1872,  and  he 
lies  buried  at  Flint  .Spring.-,.  The  family  into  which 
he  married  is  an  historic  one  and  its  central 
figure  participated  in  the  battle  of  Horse  Shoe 
Bend,  w'as  afterward  governor  of  Tennessee,  led 
the  Te.xans  in  the  decLsive  battle  which  estab- 
lished the  republic  of  Texa.s,  was  its  president 
and  then  governor  and  United  States  senator  of 
the  .state,  and  on  the  25th  of  February,  1905, 
his  statue  was  placed  in  Statuary  Hall  at  Wash- 
ington as  one  of  the  great  men  and  heroes  of 
our  country.  Hettie  Cowan  w-as  formerly  Het- 
tie  Houston,  a daughter  of  William  Houston, 
a brother  of  General  Sam  Houston's  father. 
William  Houston  was  a native  of  Rockbridge 
county,  \drginia.  and  died  in  the  state  of  Vir- 
ginia in  1852.  The  issue  of  .Andrew  and  Hettie 
Cowan  were:  Samuel,  wlio  died  as  a Confederate 
.soldier  duriiiP"  the  rebellion,  leaving  a family  in 
Benton  county,  Arkansas;  Nancy,  who  died  un- 
married; Jane  married  Joseph  Johnston  and 
died  in  Loudon  county,  Tennessee ; William,  of 
Denton  county,  Texas ; Anne,  wife  of  P.  W. 
Norwood,  of  Wise  county,  Texas,  a colonel  in  the 
Federal  army  during  the  war;  Matthew'  L.,  of 
Greer  county,  Oklahoma  ; Andrew'  F.,  of  Wagon- 
er, Indian  Territory;  James  I.  G.,  our  subject; 
and  Alartha.  w’idow  of  John  McGaughey,  of 
San  Diego,  California. 

In  Blount  and  Bradley  counties,  Tennessee, 
Jajnes  I.  G.  Cowan  passed  hi.s  ehildhood  and 
youth.  During  three  months  in  the  year  for  a 
few  years  he  attended  country  school  and  ob- 
tained a fair  knowledge  of  the  elernenUiry  princi- 
ples of  an  education.  lie  was  born  in  1832  and 
soon  after  attaining  his  majority  ha  entered  the 
railroad  service  ,at  Cleveland,  in  the  operating 
department  of  the  East  Tennessee  and  Georgia 
Railroad.  For  a time  he  ran  a freight  train, 
but  when  the  passenger  rim  was  put  on  to  Knox- 
ville he  ran  the  first  railroad  train  into  that  city, 
that  event  occurring  on  the  21st  of  June,  1855. 
.As  a valuable  and  interesting  souvenir  of  that 
service  he  has  a copy  cd  the  time-card  of  that 
company,  issuerl  in  1853  and  showing  in  columns 
“up”  and  “down”  the  time  of  arrival  of  trains 
and  in  separate  columns  the  distances  between 
stations.  Both  sides  of  the  six  by  nine  inch  card 
contains  printed  matter,  in  one  place  announcing 
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tile  coiiipletiuii  ol  a new  railroad  in  the  IMexican 
Republic  and  in  another  exploiting  the  progress 
of  railroading  and  road  building  ‘‘in  the  past 
thirty  years.”  Mr.  t'owan  abandoned  railroading 
in  1S57  and  was  first  married  Januar)'  6 of  that 
year,  and  obened  a store  in  Concord,  Tennessee. 
He  lost  his  wife  October  12,  following,  and  he 
came  west  soon  afterward,  reaching  Texas  in  the 
spring  of  1^58.  After  s[)ending  a few  months 
in  Grayson  county  he  went  to  Bonham  and  took 
a clerkship  with  Nunnelly  and  Hoffan  and  re- 
mained with  them  some  eighteen  months.  In 
the  spring  of  i8f)0  he  entered  the  Ranger  .serv- 
ice in  Captain  W<K>d’s  company.  Johnson’s  regi- 
ment. and  saw  service  as  a scout  over  North- 
west Te.xas  and  up  in  the  Indian  Territory',  be- 
ing in  camp  at  Fort  Radminsky  for  several 
months.  After  his  discharge  from  the  Rangers 
he  engaged  in  freighting  from  Jefferson,  Texas, 
to  Denton  county  and  to  Iililliken  until  the  spring 
of  1862,  w'hen  he  entered  the  Confederate  army. 
Company  A,  d'hirty-fourth  Texas  Infantry,  was 
his  command  and  Davenjiort  and  Alexander  were 
('aptain  and  Colonel  respectively',  of  his  company 
and  regiment.  He  was  made  Commissary  Ser- 
geant of  his  regiment  and,  consequently,  he  was 
ever  engaged  whether  the  regiment  was  or  not. 
It  w'as  his  duty'  to  keep  his  regiment  supplied 
with  available  food,  in  action  as  well  as  in  camp, 
and  while  he  did  not  occupy  a place  on  the  fir- 
ing line,  in  the  battles  of  the  Trans-Mississippi 
Department,  where  his  resriment  served,  he 
caught  the  full  meaning  of  war  whenever  it  was 
necessary  for  him  to  carry  coffee  to  the  front 
in  time  of  actual  engagements.  He  .served  under 
the  French  General  i’olignac  and  under  General 
Walker. 

• \fter  the  war  Mr.  Cowan  again  resumed 
freighting  and  continued  it  till  1872,  and  from 
then  to  1S79  he  w'as  engaged  in  farming  in  Den- 
ton cciunty.  In  t87<)  he  came  to  hlontaguc  coun- 
ty and  purchased  a tract  of  land  w'hich 
afterward  became  the  townsite  of  Bowie.  .As 
the  town  grew  he  disposed  of  his  lots,  and  event- 
ually his  farm,  and  engaged  in  the  grocery  and 
dry'  goods  business.  He  Iiad  been  reared  to 
believe  in  the  integrity  of  humanity  and  the  hon- 
esty of  men.  His  c>wn  life  had  been  an  open 
book  of  honorable  transactioits  and  he  trusted 
too  implicitlv  in  the  honesty  of  his  trade.  Credit 
ruined  Jiini  and  many  men  carried  goods  out  of 
his  store  and  fed  them  to  their  families  who  still 
ovvc  for  them,  and  some  of  thern  walk  the  streets 
of  Bowie  today,  in  health  and  independence, 
while  he  beaus  the  indelible  imprint  of  the  W'eight 
of  years  and  is  no  longer  in  the  vigor  of  life  and 
the  prime  eff  usefulness.  Closing  out  his  stock 


he  became  a farmer  in  Randall  county,  Texas, 
but  returned  to  Bowie  after  three  years  w'here 
for  some  years  he  has  resided,  being  employed  by 
W’itherspoon  as  a buyer  at  Seymour  during  the 
cotton  season. 

January'  16,  1867,  Mr.  Cowan  married,  in  Den- 
, ton  county,  Aliss  Mary  J.  Lindsey,  a daughter 
of  Elisha  and  Catherine  (Tipton)  Lindsey.  Mrs. 
Cow'an  was  born  in  Jackson  count)',  Alabama,  in 
1846,  and  came  to  Texas  with  her  parents  at  tw'O 
years  of  age.  Two  children  have  resulted  from 
this  marriage,  Annie  Lizzie,  w'ife  of  Ransom 
Stephens,  freight  agent  of  the  Rock  Island  at 
Chickasha,  Indian  Territory,  has  children,  John 
W.  and  Kathleen  C.,  and  Joseph  G.  Cow'an,  of 
Bowie.  In  spiritual  matters  the  Cowans  have 
been  Christian  people.  They  are  members  of  the 
Cumberland  Presbyterian  church  and  Mr.  Cowan 
of  this  review  has  served  the  congregation  in 
Bowie  many  years  as  its  deacon.  Public  opinion 
has  pronounced  the  life  of  “Chicle  Jig”  Cowan 
above  criticism.  Wherever  there  have  been  two 
ways  of  doing  wliatever  he  had  to  do  he  never 
failed  to  choose  the  right-  one  and  he  has  ever 
kept  in  view  the  maxim  that  it  always  pays  to 
be  square.  His  life  has  been  filled  w'ith  events, 
as  were  the  lives  of  his  immediate  ancestors,  and 
they  have  play'ed  their  respective  parts  in  what- 
ever position  has  been  allotted  to  them  with 
earnestness,  in  sincerity  and  in  truth. 

WILLIAM  BARNETT  JOHNSON.  The 
old  .soldier  and  modest  farmer  whose  name  intro- 
duces this  article  identified  himself  with  Jack 
county  in  1883  and  established  himself  in  How'- 
ard  Valley,  near  the  educational  village  of  Cun- 
diff.  His  farm  of  one  hundred  and  eighty-five 
acres  was  then  a neiv  settlement  containing  the 
proverbial  log  cabin  and  w'lth  a few’  acres  under 
plow’  and  this  prospect  he  seized  with  avidity  and 
launched  his  career  in  the  “red  belt”  of  the  Lone 
Star  state.  Mr.  John.son  represents  one  of  the 
“head-right”  families  of  Texas,  his  father,  John 
Johnson,  having  immigrated  to  Dallas  county  in 
1846  and  laid  his  right  upon  a section  of  the  rich 
black  land  of  that  county'.  The  father  w'as  not 
destined  to  play'  any  part  in  the  future  greatness 
of  his  new  home,  for  he  was  taken  away  in  1848, 
when  only  thirty-eight  years  of  age.  After  the 
Civil  war  tlie  family  parceled  out  the  tract  he 
settled  and  our  subject  spent  seventeen  years, 
just  prior  to  his  advent  to  Jack  county,  in  the 
development  and  improvement  of  one  of  its  sev- 
eral farms. 

John  Johnson  was  born  in  Maury’  county,  Ten- 
nessee. in  iSio,  and  when  twelve  years  of  age  his 
fatlier  emigrated  and  settled  in  Jack.son  county. 
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Missouri,  upon  what  is  now  in  the  foqiorale 
limits  of  Kansas  City.  There  he  p;rew  to  man- 
hood and  married  Mary  Jolinston,  a daughter 
of  Gan  Jolmslon,  also  a pioneer  of  the  Missouri 
river  town.  Travis  Johnson,  his  father,  lies  bur- 
ied in  one  of  the  early  graves  of  tlie  metropolis 
at  the  moutli  of  the  Kaw,  ahd  Gan  Johnston’s 
daughter,  ilary,  died  in  Dallas  county,  Texas,  in 
1883.  Among  the  issue  of  John  and  Mary  John- 
son, Gan  was  killed  in  battle  at  Enterjirise,  Mis- 
souri, as  a Confederate  soldier;  William  B.,  our 
subject;  Mary,  wife  of  John  Pinson,  died  in  Jack 
county;  and  Martha,  wife  of  W.  S.  Horn,  Eliza- 
beth, wife  of  Joseph  Hair,  and  R.  W.,  all  of 
Marlow,  Indian  Territory. 

William  Barnett  Johnson  was  bom  in  Jackson 
county,  Missouri,  April  i,  1836.  A few  years 
after  his  father’s  death,  he  went  to  Cedar  county, 
Missouri,  and  there  started  in  life  as  ‘‘his  own 
man.”  He  remained  loyal  to  the  maternal  home 
till  the  war  broke  out,  when  he  responded  to  the 
Southern  call  “to  amis”  and  enlisted  the  first  year ' 
of  the  conflict.  His  company  was  C and  his  regi- 
ment the  Fourth  Cavalry%  Colonel  H.  F.  Walker, 
and  his  service  was  in  the  Trans-Mississippi  De- 
partment. His  first  fight  was  at  Cartha.ge  and  the 
second  was  at  Dug  Springs.  Then  followed  Oak 
Hill,  Dry  Wood,  Lexington  and  Elkhorn,  where 
a shot  through  the  left  ankle  necessitating  ampu- 
tation of  the  foot,  removed  him  permanently 
from  further  part  in  the  contest  between  the 
states.  He  was  first  in  Joe  Shelby’s  command, 
but  in  the  fall  of  1862  was  transferred  to  I\far- 
maduke’s  division  and  served  with  it  during  his 
continuance  in  the  service. 

When  peace  had  been  restored  and  civil  au- 
thority again  held  sway  in  the  land  Mr.  Jolin- 
son  resumed  famiing  but  had  made  no  progress .. 
toward  restoring  his  los.ses  when  he  came  back 
to  Texas  in  1866.  He  had  married  in  1861  and 
his  net  accumulations  up  to  his  departure  for  his 
old  home  near  Dallas  was  a small  family  of 
children  and  a horse.  The  prospect  was  ghxnny 
and  somewhat  forbidding,  as  viewed  from  Iiis 
standpoint  when  the  war  ended,  but  he  buckled 
on  the  armor  of  peace  and  whetted  up  his  indus- 
try for  the  campaign  and  turned  himself  loose  on 
his  father’s  head-right  to  win  or  lose  as  Provi- 
dence willed,  and  he  won.  Selling  out  in  Dallas 
county  and  reinvesting  in  Jack  he  undertook  in 
a measure  the  same  task  he  had  accomplished  in 
the  former,  tlte  reduction  and  improvement  of  a 
home.  From  the  primitive  cabin  to  the  modest 
and  convenient  fann  cottage  and  from  the  mere 
“patch”  to  an  area  of  one  hundred  acres  under 
the  plow  took  only  time  and  perseverance  to  per- 
form and  achieve  and  thus  is  his  substantial  con- 
dition marked  at  the  present  time. 


-.v> 

On  C hristmas  Day  of  i86i  .Mr.  Johnson  mar- 
ried Margaret  N’offsinger.  a daughter  (d  John  and 
Elizabeth  (Trout)  Noffsinger.  who  emigrated 
from  Botetourt  county,  Virginia,  to  Cedar  coun- 
ty, Missouri.  ]Mrs.  Johnson  was  born  in  the  old 
\ irginia  county,  Vlay  29.  1842,  and  is  the  mv)ther 
of;  Mary  J.,  of  Chickasha,  Indian  Territory, 
wife  of  J.  B.  Tinsley ; James  G.,  of  Young  coun- 
ty, who  is  married  to  Cordie  Bean ; Charles,  of 
Jack  comity,  married  Eulala  Wicker;  William, 
who  died  at  sixteen  years:  Eunice,  wife  of  J.  B. 
Et'ans,  of  Young  county:  Sallie,  wife  of  \Y  M. 
Wallace,  of  Reagan  county ; John,  deceased  at 
si.xteen;  and  Maggie,  wife  of  R.  W.  Whitaker, 
near  the  home  place.  Vlr.  Jolmson  has  always 
felt  an  interest  in  his  county’s  affairs,  served 
as  deputy  assessor  under  Mr.  Jenkins,  is  a Demo- 
crat and  jealous  of  his  party’s  success.  He  and 
his  wife  arc  Cumberland  Presbyterians. 

WARD  RISLEY.  Modern  Jacksboro  is  the 
creation  of  the  practical  and  skillful  working 
of  a mechanical  mind.  The  splendid  structures 
around  its  public  square  with  enduring  walls 
and  architectural  finish  are  the  products  of 
hands  schooled  in  the  building  art  and  mark  the 
era  of  enterprise  and  progress  in  Jack  county  Vs 
metropolis.  With  all  this  progress  was  M’ard 
Risley  of  this  review  connected  and  in  all  its 
permanent  building  enterprises  he  was  a prime 
factor,  a leading  and  active  spirit.  While  credit 
for  the  achievement  belongs  to  the  firm  of 
Risley  Brothers,  as  contractors,  as  pre.^ident  of 
the  firm  great  labor  and  much  of  the  responsi- 
bility for  the  result  devolved  upon  ^Vard  Risk-}'. 

For  nearly  a score  of  years  Risley  Brothers 
were  identified  with  various  lines  of  contract 
work,  prominent  in  its  character  and  embrac- 
ing in  their  operations  every  important  locality 
in  the  I.one  Star  state.  Freun  getting  out  ties 
and  timbers  for  railroad  constraction,  to  the 
construction  of  business  lion.ses,  public  build- 
ings, bank  \TUilt.s  and  the  iiateiiting  and  con- 
struction of  garbage  crematories,  \\  ard  Risley 
has  ever  demonstrated  the  cunning  of  the  craft 
and  given  to  his  state  some  of  the  most  en- 
dtiring  structures  and  examples  of  Lite  best 
workmanship  known  to  the  builder’s  trade.  By' 
inclination  and  early  training  a mechanical 
engineer,  with  a strong  penchant  for  e.xtending 
his  research  into  other  brandies  of  the  engineer- 
ing science,  he  ultimately  chose  the  building 
trade  as  a field  in  wdiich  to  display  his  prowess 
and  to  win  success. 

In  childhood  he  gave  evidence  of  striking 
precocity  and  he  handled  school  books  under 
his  mother's  instruction  as  toys,  attaining  to  a 
first-grade  teacher's  certificate  at  fifteen  years 
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of  agt.  A1k>uI  sixtet-n  he  began  the  preparation 
which  icd  him  into  mechanical  lines,  serving  an 
appremicc.'.hip  in  stone  cutting  and  in  wood  work- 
ing also,  and  later  studied  civil  engineering 
under  the  superintendent  of  the  C.  M,  & L.  S. 
Railway,  becoming  acting  assistant  chief  engi- 
neer of  the  road  while  still  an  apprentice.  For 
two  years  he  was  in  the  employ  of  the  railroad 
and  then  took  up  the  business  of  general  con- 
tracting. on  building.s  and  .-hip  timbers,  at 
tw'enty-four  years  of  age.  He  was  actively- 
identified  wnth  this  work  in  the  states  of  Mich- 
igan, Indiana  and  Illinois  until  181 G,  when  he 
brought  his  work  to  a close  pending  his  search 
for  a location  in  the  seiuth. 

Texas  attracted  him  and  he  spent  a year  at 
Dallas,  found  the  state  to  his  liking  and  chose 
a location  near  Henrietta  in  Clay  county  and 
moved  to  it  in  1878.  By  btiy'ing  a farm  he  in- 
tended to  abandon  contracting,  but  the  un- 
reliability of  agriculture  and  the  still  absorbing 
interest  in  his  trade  called  him  again  into  action 
and,  with  his  brother,  he  t(X)k  a contract  for 
furnishing  the  T.  & P.  Railwat^  with  ties  and 
timbers  for  a portion  of  their  road  under  con- 
struction in  1880.  He  had  a contract  also  w'ith 
the  Mexican  Central  road  and  in  1881  he  re- 
turned actively  to  building  work  as  a partner  in 
the  firm  of  Strain,  Rislcy  & Swinburn.  They 
built  the  Henrietta  and  VTrnon  court  houses, 
the  A'ernon  jail,  the  Jackslxtro  court  house  and 
jail,  the  first-class  masonry  on  the  construction 
of  the  Santa  Fe  road  between  Fort  Worth  and 
Gainc.sville  and  since  then  Rislcc'  Brothers  have 
taken  up  and  maintained  themselves  actively  in 
the  contracting  field. 

Early  in  the  nineties  Mr.  Risley  was  em- 
ployed as  engineer  on  the  construction  of  gar- 
bage crematories  at  Corsicana,  Gainesville  and 
Cleburne,  and,  in  1894,  a familiarity  with  the 
principle  of  successful  garbage  cremation  led 
him  to  experiment  on  a new'  plan  and,  finding  it 
to  meet  his  hopes,  he  patented  it  and  built 
plants  under  his  patent  at  Waco.  Taylor  and 
Greenville,  Texas,  and  in  1901  his  patent  was 
adopted  by  the  City  of  Mexico  and  tlie  plant 
put  in  on  a royalt}^  The  study  of  the  garbage 
question  led  him  to  invent  a plan  for  closet 
cremation  and  for  hot  air  and  hot  water  heat- 
ing. also  for  garbage  con.sumptifui.  but,  having 
established  liiinself  [>ermanently  in  the  rock 
cru.slier  bu.siness,  he  has  not  j)U'hed  hi.s  later 
patent>. 

The  Jack-boro  crusher  industry  was  inaugu- 
rated by  Ri.-ley  Brothers  in  iSe^p  .and  a small 
machine  with  toy  capacity  formed  the  nucleus 
of  their  present  [jlant.  stock  company  suc- 


ceeded the  original  venture,  capitalized  at 
$30,000  with  $15,000  paid  in.  Rislej'  Brothers 
& Company,  the  style  of  the  present  firm,  is 
composed  of  Ward  and  Noah  Risley  and  D.  C. 
Horton,  the  first  president  and  manager  and 
the  last  tile  secretary  of  the  concern.  The  plant 
has  a capacity  of  one  hundred  thousand  yards 
of  crushed  stone  a year,  with  additional  quarry 
capacity  for  getting  out  large  quantities  of 
building  stone,  sending  all  of  their  product  to 
points  in  Texas,  Oklahoma  or  the  Indian  Terri- 
tory. The  Rock  Island,  Fort  Worth  and  Den- 
ver and  the  I.  and  G.  N.  railroads  use  immense 
quantities  of  ballast  and  bridge  stone  from  their 
plant  and  sawed  stone  trimmings  for  buildings 
in  Dallas,  Fort  Worth  and  Waco  have  been 
.shipped  out  of  their  yard. 

While  Mr.  Risley  is  a native  of  the  north  he 
has  felt  a strong  interest  in  the  affairs  of  his 
adopted  state  and  has  permitted  himself  to  be 
draw'll  into  its  political  frays.  He  is  without 
a positive  political  party,  believing  more  in  men 
than  in  a proclamation  of  principles.  During 
the  period  of  political  reform,  and  while  yet  a 
resident  of  Clay  county,  the  adherents  of  re- 
form named  him  for  representative  to  the  legis- 
lature for  Claj'  and  Jack  counties,  and  he  came 
W'ithin  less  than  a hundred  votes  of  being 
elected,  on  his  second  trial,  without  making  a 
single  speech  or  taking  any  hand  in  the  can- 
vass. 

Ward  Risley  W'as  born  in  Du  Page  county, 
Illinois,  March  1,  181G,  and  w'as  a son  of  Alan- 
son  Risley,  mentioned  in  the  sketch  of  Noah 
Risley  on  another  page  of  this  work.  His  father 
was  a carpenter  and  farmer  and  from  his 
w'orthy  sire  our  subject  took  his  primary  les- 
sons in  both.  He  was  married  first  March  1. 
1867,  his  wife  being  Sarah  Spry,  who  died  in 
1885,  in  Clay  county,  Texas,  leaving  children; 
Charles,  of  Jacksboro,  married  Mrs.  Barbara 
Bj  num  and  ha.s  issue,  Claude  and  Ruby ; Zeph 
L.,  of  Jacksboro,  and  Ward  H.,  who  was  last 
heard  of  at  El  Reno,  Oklahoma,  in  1900.  Janu- 
ary 1,  1887,  Mr.  Risley  married  Rose  F.  Har- 
oughty,  a daughter  of  Patrick  Haroughty,  born 
near  Dubuque,  Iowa,  where  Mrs.  Risley  was 
born  in  1867.  The  children  of  this  union  are; 
Grace,  Katie,  Alanson,  Walt,  Rose,  George  and 
Porter.  ^Irs.  Risley’s  mother,  who  -was  Rose 
McAlay,  is  still  living,  while  Mrs.  Rislcy’s 
father  died  in  Clay  county  in  1889. 

Mr.  Risley  is  a Knight  Templar  Mason  and 
a Unitarian  in  religious  belief.  As  a business 
man  he  is  practical  at  ever_\'  turn  and  accom- 
jdisbes  things  without  bluster  and  in  the  right 
way.  Jacksboro  is  deeply  indebted  to  his  enter- 
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prise  for  one  of  her  important  institutions  and 
for  her  material  permanence  and  sirbstantial- 
ity,  and  when  the  record  is  made  up  in  the  last 
day  his  achievements  will  mark  Ward  Risley  as 
ha%’ing  passed  an  honorable,  busy  and  useful 
life. 

GEORGE  ,P.  r.-\RBER,  a representative  busi- 
ness man  who  is  engaged  in  real  estate  dealing 
at  Mineral  Wells,  Texas,  was  born  in  Johnson 
county,  this  state,  on  the  4th  of  July.  1866,  and  is 
a son  of  Dr.  George  P.  and  Sallie  A.  (Smith) 
Barber.  His  parents  were  among  the  first  .settlers 
of  Palo  Pinto  count}-  and  few'  are  now’  residents 
here  w'ho  lived  wdthin  the  bortiers  of  the  county 
at  the  time  of  their  arrival.  Dr.  Barber  was  born 
in  Georgia,  but  on  coming  to  Texas  took  up  his 
abode  in  Palo  Pinto  county  in  the  early'  '50s.  A 
phv.sician  by  profession,  he  practiced  for  many 
years  in  this  county,  meeting  all  the  dangers  and 
hardships  incident  to  the  life  of  a pioneer  prac- 
titioner, called  upon  to  make  long  drives  in  'a 
w'ild,  unsettled  district,  where  the  Indians  fre- 
quently made  raids  against  the  wdiite  men,  so 
that  no  man’s  life  was  secure.  Dr.  Barber  partici- 
pated in  numerous  fights  wdth  the  redskins  and, 
in  fact,  troubles  with  the  Indians  continued  all 
during  the  period  of  his  residence  in  Palo  I’into 
county,  or  until  1865,  when  he  was  compelled  to 
seek  refuge  with  his  family  in  Johnson  county, 
his  life  being  const.antly  imperiled.  He  remained 
in  Johnson  county  until  1870,  when  he  returned 
to  hi.s  home  in  Palo  Pinto  county,  Frank  Baker, 
a friend  and  neighlx)r,  was  killed  by  the  Indians 
at  Dr.  Barber's  door  and  other  deeds  as  atrocious 
were  numerous,  causing  consternation  and  dread 
among  the  settlers  w'ho  w'ere  trying  to  establish 
homes  on  the  frontier.  During  all  this  time  Dr. 
Barber's  home  had  been  at  wdrat  is  known  as 
Barber  Mountain,  on  the  Brazos,  being  about  four 
miles  southw'est  of  wdiere  Mineral  Wells  now’ 
stands.  In  1880  it  w'as  discovered  that  the  wa- 
ters of  this  region  were  of  medicinal  value  and 
Dr.  Barber  came  to  Mineral  Wells  in  that  year 
and  assisted  in  founding  the  tow'n.  Later  he  be- 
came extensively  interested  in  local  real  estate 
dealings  and  made  his  home  here.  In  partnership 
with  the  Rev.  G.  W.  Slaughter,  the  founder  of 
the  prominent  Slaughter  family  of  Texas,  Dr. 
Barber  purchased,  laid  off  into  city  lots,  and  de- 
veloped several  additions  to  Mineral  Wells,  which 
are  still  known  as  the  Slaughter  and  Barber  addi- 
tions. Dr.  Barber  died  at  Mineral  Wells  August 
8,  1888.  respected  by  all  who  knew'  him  for  what 
he  accomplished  in  the  business  w'orld  and  the 
success  he  achieved,  by  the  aid  of  which  he  ren- 
dered others  through  his  professional  service  and 


through  the  part  which  he  took  in  reclaiming  this 
portion  of  the  state  for  the  use  of  civilization  and 
w'rcstirig  it  from  the  domain  of  the  savage. 

Dr.  ilarber's  w'ife,  who  is  now  making  her 
home  temporarily  in  California,  is  the  daughter 
of  Sol  Smith,  of  North  Carolina,  and  she  wa.s 
married  in  Parker  count v.  to  which  she  had  been 
brought  at  an  early  day,  coming  here  with  her 
father's  family  before  either  Parker  or  Palo  Pinto 
counties  were  organized. 

George  P.  Barber  obtained  liLs  education  in 
the  local  schools,  learning  the  printer's  trade  at 
iMineral  Wells.  He  afterward  went  to  .Seymour, 
in  Ba}-lor  county,  Texa.s,  where  he  c.stahlishcd 
the  Seymour  News,  which  he  conducted  for 
fourteen  years.  It  wa.s  a gt)od  newspaper,  de- 
'■ofed  to  the  general  interests  of  the  locality,  and 
i^,.eived  a good  patronage,  hut  on  accmuit  of  ill 
health  IMr,  Barber  di.^posed  of  his  paper  and  plant 
at  Seymour  and  returned  tt)  Mineral  W ells,  since 
which  time  he  has  been  successfully  engaged  in 
the  real  estate  business  here.  He  has  laid  off  and 
placed  on  the  market  the  Barber  addition,  ad- 
joining the  town  on  the  north,  the  growth  of  the 
town  being  in  that  direction.  He  is  also  owner 
of  the  George  P.  Barber  well,  with  its  ptavilion. 
and  also  sliips  the  water  to  outside  towns,  selling 
to  the  consumer.  In  addition  to  his  real  estate 
operations  be  is  also  a live  stock  broker,  and  he 
bandies  all  kind.s  of  in.snrance  with  the  best  com- 
panies. 

l\Ir.  Barber  is  a prominent  member  of  the  Odd 
Fellows'  lodge  at  Mineral  Wells.  He  was  mar- 
ried at  Albanv,  Texas,  to  Miss  Sonora  Douthitt. 
of  Lamar  county,  Texas,  .and  they  Imve  four 
children;  .^arali  \'elma,  George  D..  Alfred  Man- 
ning and  IMyrtle  Belle.  The  ])arents  are  pronii- 
nerii  in  social  circles  in  Mineral  Wells  and  Palo 
Pinto  county,  and  the  hospitalitv  of  the  be.st 
homes  is  freely  accorded  them.  Mr.  Barber  has 
.spent  bis  entire  life  in  Texas,  is  one  of  its  repre- 
-sentative  business  men  and  his  strong  character- 
istics are  such  as  commend  him  to  the  res])ect, 
confidence  and  friendship  of  those  with  whom  he 
has  been  a.ssociated. 

THOM.NS  S.  McCURDY.  The  fertile  soil  of 
W’ise  county  has  responded  lilierally  to  the  indus- 
trious touch  of  its  rural  citizeiishii)  and  the  jiroc- 
ess  of  bringing  hlossoin  and  fruit  to  its  virgin 
face  goes  daily  and  yearly  on.  iVIen  and  women 
of  steady  nt:rve  and  stout  hearts  have  assembled 
in  communitie.s.  unconsciously  building  with  their 
toil  the  domestic  tabernacles  and  weaving  the 
social  fabric  which  sh.all  contribute  to  the  great- 
ness of  their  state.  The  IMcCurdys  have  wielded 
a silent  force  in  bringing  about  this  physical  and 
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civil  change  and  Thomas  S.,  as  the  head  of  this 
worthy  and  ca])able  family,  has  been  its  guiding 
and  directing  spirit. 

\s  settlers  and  pioneers  the  McCurdys  are 
ami.mg  the  distinguished  in  the  founding  of  the 
rrietrcipolis  of  the  state  of  Georgia.  James  Mc- 
Curdy. grandfather  of  our  subject,  took  his  fam- 
ily to  the  townsite  of  .\tlanta  and  was  actively 
connected  with  the  first  crude  work  of  founding 
the  town.  lie  migrated  from  Anderson  district, 
South  Carolina,  where  his  father,  William  I\Ic- 
Curdy,  established  the  family  prior  to  the  opening 
of  the  American  revolution.  The  latter  McCurdy 
was  an  Irishman,  married  in  his  native  land,  and 
brought  up  his  family  on  a plantation.  At  an 
advanced  age  he  passed  away  about  1836,  the 
father  of : John,  James,  Hughey,  William  ; Polly% 
who  married  i\Ir.  Casey ; Peggie,  who  became  the 
wife  of  ]\Ir.  ^Austin,  and  Sallic. 

James  McCurdv  was  born  in  1778,  grew  up 
and  married  in  his  native  place  and  served  in  the 
war  of  1812,  serving  in  the  fortifications  at 
Charleston.  During  old  training  days  he  was  a 
militia  captain,  anil  the  vtication  of  farming  was 
fullowed  by  him  throuerhout  life.  He  was  a re- 
ligious man,  a “seceder”  from  the  old  faith  and 
a Presbyterian.  He  married  Rachel,  a daughter 
of  .Archie  Johnson,  who  settled  in  Elbert  county, 
Georgia,  and  a slave  owner,  like  the  McCurdy's. 
His  wife  died  at  ninety-two  years  of  age,  having 
lieen  the  mother  of:  John,  Archie  and  William, 
of  .Marietta.  Georgia;  Hughey,  of  Alabama; 
James  and  Daniel,  who  died  in  Fort  Douglas  as 
b'cderai  prisoners  of  war,  and  Angus,  of  Ala- 
bama. Archie  AIcCurdy  was  a lieutenant  witli  the 
L nited  States  triKijis  wlio  moved  the  Cherokee  In- 
dians from  Georgia  to  their  reservation  in  the  In- 
dian Territory,  and  James  and  Daniel  were  in 
Hood's  army'  in  the  defense  of  Atlanta  in  the 
Civil  war,  and  both  were  wounded  and  taken 
prisoner  in  the  very  yard  where  they  were  bom. 

John  McCurdy,  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  Anderson  District.  South  Carolina,  and 
accompanied  his  father  to  Georgia  in  early'  life. 
His  boyhood  playground  was  the  Atlanta  town- 
site.  and  he  helped  notch  the  logs  for  the  first 
house  built  on  the  site,  which  house  the  city 
yealously  guards  and  carefully  protects.  The  old 
McCurdv  homestead  has  long  since  been  covered 
with  metrojiolitan  homes  and  the  fmniliar  marks 
of  the  long-ago  have  been  obliterated  forever. 
-Mr.  John  Alct'urdv  ser\-ed  as  deputy  sheriff  of 
Cass  county,  and  when  he  became  a resident  of 
Gf'rdc'n  countv  he  was  a justice  of  the  peace  for 
lourtern  y ear.s.  He  bronght  bis  family'  to  Te.x.as 
in  ’,851.1  and  settled  in  Upshur  county,  where  he 
has,  since  mainL'iined  his  home.  He  is  now  aged 


ninety  ami  in  good  health.  During  the  war  he 
joined  the  state  militia  and  did  duty'  much  of  the 
time  on  Galveston  island.  His  company'  was  sent 
north  just  before  the  war  ended  and  he  was 
guarding  prisoners  at  Tyler  when  the  breakup 
finally  came. 

< In  1840  John  McCurdy  married  Alatilda  San- 
ders, a daughter  of  Harris  Sanders,  a slave- 
owning farmer  and  an  old  settler  of  Georgia. 
Mrs.  McCurdy'  died  in  Upshur  county,  Texas,  in 
1897,  at  the  age  of  eighty,  having  borne  her  hus- 
band eight  children,  viz : Thomas  S.,  of  this  no- 
tice ; Mary',  wife  of  S.  A.  Cox,  of  Upshur  county ; 
Amanda,  who  died  at  sixteen  years ; Jerome,  of 
Kemp  count}',  Texas ; Martin,  who  passed  away 
in  Upshur  county';  Victoria,  wife  of  M.  C.  Munts, 
of  Upshur  county,  Texas ; Louisiana,  of  Y^oakura 
county,  Texas,  wife  of  A.  A.  Rowan,  and  John 
C.,  of  Waller  county',  Texas. 

Thomas  S.  McCurdy  was  bom  in  Cobb  coun- 
ty, Georgia,  November  23,  1843,  and  chiefly  in 
Gordon  county',  and  in  Upshur  county,  Texas,  his 
bringing -up  took  place.  From  the  beginning  of 
life  to  the  present  the  farm  has  known  him  and 
the  rural  schools  taught  him  the  elementary'  prin- 
ciples of  an  education.  In  1862  he  joined  the 
Eighteenth  Texas  Infantry,  under  Colonel  D.  B. 
Culberson,  and  was  in  the  battles  of  Helena,  Ar- 
kansas Post,  Alexandria,  Port  Derusa,  A'ellow 
Bayou  and  Opalooses,  being  shot  below  the  right 
knee  in  the  last  named  and  unfitted  for  further 
service  in  the  field  during  the  war. 

Returning  to  civil  life  he  took  up  farming  in 
Upshur  count}’,  and  remained  with  the  parental 
home  until  his  marriage.  F'rom  1871  to  1877 
was  busy'  laying  the  foundation  for  a successful 
career  as  a tiller  of  the  soil  in  Upshur  and  the 
latter  vear  he  came  to  Wise  county  and  estab- 
lished himself  in  West  Academy  settlement  on 
Sandy,  buy’in?  a new  place  of  one  hundred  and 
eighty  acres,  where  he  made  his  first  permanent 
home.  He  improved  it  substantially,  and  in  1894 
left  it  to  take  possession  of  a new  home  just 
southeast  of  Chico,  which  has  also  undergone 
improvement  at  his  thrifty  and  progressive  hand. 
As  a f-armcr  he  has  prospered  steadily  and  has 
added  farm  after  farm  until  eight  hundred  and 
sixty-five  acres  comprise  his  princely  estate,  chief- 
ly' in  the  Hersee  and  Robinson  surveys. 

January’  12,  187T,  Miss  Carrie  Gordon  became 
Mrs.  'I'lioinas  S.  AlcCnrdy.  Her  father  was  John 
L.  Gordon.  wh(;  was  <lesccn:lcd  from  an  old 
South  Carolina  family  of  that  name  and  blood 
ri;bitivt‘.=  of  General  John  I’>.  Gordon,  late  govern- 
or and  United  States  senator  of  Georgia  The 
children  of  Air.  and  Airs,  AlcCurdy  are:  Sallie, 
wife  of  F.  Copeland,  of  Uhickasha.  Indian  Terri- 
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lor)';  Lela,  who  died  in  1902,  was  the  wife  of 
Virgil  Sjwrkman  : Dr.  W.  C.,  of  Purcell,  Indian 
Territory,  a graduate  of  the  State  University 
Medical  College  at  Galveston ; Dr.  T.  C.,  surgeon 
of  the  Texas  and  Pacific  Hospital  at  iWarshall,  is 
also  a graduate  of  the  Galveston  School  of  Medi- 
cine ; Cue,  wife  of  Dr.  J.  J.  Blanton,  of  Chico, 
and  Carl,  who  is  nearing  his  majoritv  and  edu- 
cationally equipped  ready  to  begin  life- 

From  Wdliam  McCurdy  to  Thomas  S..  our 
subject.  Democracy  has  dominated  the  politics  of 
the  family,  and  no  matter  what  others  did  the 
cardinal  principles  of  Jefferson  and  Jackson  have 
ever  remained  close  to  their  hearts.  As  we  have 
seen,  the  early  ones  were  Presbyterians,  but  John 
and  his  family  became  Baptists,  and  in  this  faith 
Thomas  S.  has  reared  and  nurtured  his.  Tie  is  a 
Master  Mason  and  is  universally  regarded  for  his 
high  character  and  inherent  worth. 

JAMES  N.  B.  GRAY,  who  has  done  much 
toward  the  improvement  and  development  of 
Montague  county  and  who  is  a veteran  of  the 
Union  army  of  tbc  Civil  war,  was  born  in  county 
Langford,  near  Dublin,  Ireland,  in  1829.  There 
he  was  reared,  receiving  a limited  education,  but 
his  training  at  farm  labor  and  mill  work  was  not 
so  meagre.  His  parents  were  George  and  Jane 
(Booker)  Gray,  both  natives  of  county  Lang- 
ford. The  father  was  descended  from  an  honored 
old  Protestant  family  and  for  many  generations 
was  represented  in  county  Langford  and  his 
farm  and  home  had  been  handed  down  from  gen- 
eration to  generation.  lie  became  a captain  in 
the  military  service  of  his  country  and  cormnand- 
ed  his  company  at  the  battle  of  Waterloo.  In 
civil  life  he  not  only  conducted  agricultural  pur- 
.suits,  but  also  owmed  and  operated  a mill  and 
was  a prosperous  and  well-to-do  citizen  of  his 
locality,  possessing  excellent  business  ability  and 
marked  enterprise.  The  old  homestead  farm  has 
beeome  very  valuable,  and  is  now  occupied  by  a 
brother  of  Mr.  Gray  of  this  review,  who  gave 
over  his  right  to  the  presen!|  owner.  He  was, 
how'ever,  being  the  eldest  son,  the  rightful  heir 
according  to  the  law  s of  the  country,  but  did  not 
wish  to  return  to  Ireland  to  live,  and  gave  the 
farm  therefore  to  his  brother.  The  Gray  family 
in  Langford  county  has  been  prominent  through 
many  generations,  and  the  father  of  our  subject 
there  filled  several  positions  of  public  trust  and 
w'as  recognized  as  an  influential  and  representa- 
tive man  of  his  community,  taking  a deep  and 
helpful  intere.st  in  public  affairs.  George  Gray 
died  in  the  year  1839  and  his  w ife,  long  surviving 
him,  remained  upon  the  old  homestead  until  her 
death,  which  occurred  in  1882,  when  she  was 


eighty  years  of  age.  Boi.h  uere  nicmljers,  of  the 
Glnirch  of  England.  Her  father,  James  Booker, 
was  a leading;  husirie.ss  man  of  tlu‘  city  of  Lang- 
ford and  came  of  a prominent  and  prosperous 
family.  Like  the  Gray  family,  froiu  whom  our 
subject  is  descended  in  the  jiatcrnal  line,  he  w’as 
highly  connected  and  was  associated  W’ith  the 
])rominent  class  of  peopk'  <>f  locality.  I nto 
George  and  Jane  tljay  were  born  eight  children: 
James  X.  Ih,  of  this  review' ; George,  who  died  in 
Australia,  leaving  a family  of  seven  children : 
William,  who  owns  and  operates  the  (;ld  home- 
stead farm;  John,  who  was  lo.st  at  sea  while 
cros.sing  the  .Atlantic  to  .Xmerica  on  the  ves.sel 
Richard  Alsap,  which  went  down  ; Anna,  the  wife 
of  Dr.  Murray;  Jane  and  C.atheririe,  both  de- 
ceased, and  Charlotte. 

James  X.  Gray  remained  under  the  parental 
roof  until  eleven  years  of  age,  and  in  1840  he 
came  to  America  in  compan)'  with  his  maternal 
. uncle,  Edward  Booker,  who  made  a prospecting 
tour  to  this  country.  They  landed  at  Xew  York, 
and  after  visiting  many  parts  of  the  United  States 
prepared  to  sail  for  home.  The  evening  previous 
to  the  day  that  was  set  for  their  departure  James 
Gray  became  lost,  w'as  separated  from  his  uncle, 
and  the  vessel  and  the  uncle  sailed  for  the  old 
world,  leaving  him  alone  in  this  country.  He  had 
six  dollars  in  his  pocket,  which  represented  his 
entire  posse.ssions  at  that  time.  He  at  once  start- 
ed out  to  find  work  and  made  his  way  to  an  in- 
telligence office,  where  he  met  a la<ly  who  look 
a fancy  to  him  and  took  him  with  her  to  the  vil- 
lage of  Aronsville,  Xew  York,  where  she  con- 
ducted a large  hoarding  house  or  hotel.  There 
he  was  useful  in  many  ways  about  the  house  and 
V remained  with  her  for  tw'o  years.  On  the  expira- 
tion of  that  perlcui  he  found  employment  with  a 
fellow  countryman,  who  was  engaged  in  whole- 
sale merch.andising  and  the  limihcr  business  at 
Aronsville.  where  he  alsr>  owned  and  operated  a 
large  iiumhcr  of  canal  boats  fily  ing  on  the  Erie 
canal.  In  fact,  he  conducted  an  extensive  busi- 
ness in  freighting  to  Xew  York  under  the  style 
of  F.  Kelly  & Company.  .Mr.  Gray  became  his 
refiresentativc  as  .shipping  clerk  and  remained 
with  the  firm  for  some  time.  He  also  acquired 
considerable  knowledge  of  mechanical  pursuits, 
possessing  natural  ingenuity  in  that  direction. 
an<l  he  likewise  did  .some  job  work  and  cariienlcr- 
ing.  lie  traveled  through  many  states,  working 
and  learning  more  fully  the  use  of  tools  and  exer- 
cising his  skill  in  the  builder's  art  for  .some  time. 
In  fact,  he  was  thus  engaged  u]_>  to  the  outbreak 
of  the  Civil  war.  He  found  him.self  at  that  time 
in  Xew  Orleans,  and  it  vvas  with  considerable 
difficulty  that  he  managed  to  escape  service  on 
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the  Confederate  army.  When  General  Butler 
made  his  wa}'  to  the  Crescent  city  and  tcx>k 
char<;-e  of  afTairs  there  Air.  Gray  enlisted  in  But- 
ler’.s  Body  Guartl  as  a nu:ml)er  of  Company  L, 
Third  Alassacliu.setts  Cavalry,  with  which  com- 
mand lie  renmined  for  some  time,  taking  part  in' 
vari-'US  cranpaigns.  including  that  of  the  Red 
river.  He  was  in  the  battle  of  Baton  Rouge  ami 
Hatchie's  Run  and  also  in  the  engagement  at 
Mansfield,  Louisiana,  and  the  fight  at  Muddy 
River.  He  was  in  many  skirmishes  in  the  vicinity 
of  New  Orleans,  after  which  the  command  was 
ordered  ea.st  and  rejKsrted  for  duty  at  Washing- 
ton, D.  C.,  thence  proceeding  to  A'irginia,  where 
Mr.  Gray  texyk  part  in  the  liattle  of  W'inchester. 
W'hen  in  Neiv  Orleans  he  was  detailed  as  Gen- 
eral Butler's  orderly,  in  which  capacity  he  served 
in  the  Virginia  campaign.  TTe  was  also  in  the  bat- 
tle of  Fort  Resaca  and  in  the  campaign  in  Shen- 
andoah V, alley,  where  he  remained  until  the  close 
of  the  war.  .At  Wiuche.ster  he  received  a wound 
on  the  side  of  his  head  from  a glancing  ball, 
which  has  aft'ccted  his  hearing.  He  received  an 
honorable  discharge  at  Falls  Church,  Virginia, 
and  with  a most  creditable  military  record  was 
mustered  out  of  the  service,  having  been  ever 
loyal  to  the  cause  which  he  espoused. 

Wdten  it  was  no  longer  necessary  for  him  to 
serve  as  a .soldier  he  made  his  way  to  the  city  of 
New  A'ork.  and  after  two  weeks  went  to  Roches- 
ter and  on  to  BufTalo.  New  Ahirk.  In  the  latter  city 
he  ffiuiid  einiiloMiieiit  at  the  canienter’s  trade  and 
further  promoted  his  efficiency'  in  that  line  by 
actual  work.  Two  years  were  passed  there,  after 
which  he  ent  from  Buffalo  to  the  we.st  and  was 
eini>!<>yed  for  a lime  at  I’ort  Leavenworth, 
Kansas.  L«ater  he  was  in  Chicago,  and  subse- 
quently was  at  Fort  Laramie  and  Jule.sburg.  Go- 
ing to  Kansas,  he  found  wcirk  at  his  trade  and  he 
also  made  an  e.xtensive  trip  through  the  moun- 
tainous; country,  being  employed  for  a time  at 
Fort  Halleck.  He  was  engaged  on  the  fust  vvork 
at  Fort  Sill  and  assisted  in  building  barracks 
there,  remaining  at  that  point  for  eighteen  months 
in  the  government  employ.  He  also  did  some 
work  for  private  parlies  there.  Previou.s  to  this, 
however,  lie  had  been  v’liiploy  ed  bv  a firm  to  come 
to  Texas  and  assist  in  driving  cattle  to  Kansas. 
Ill  each  herd  he  had  some  intere.st  himself,  and  it 
was  through  his  comiectiou  w ith  the  cattle  indus- 
try that  he  became  known  at  Fort  Sill  and  was 
emploved  there.  When  at  that  place  in  1872  he 
made  a trip  to  Moiit.ague  county  and  bought  land, 
on  which  he  yet  re.si<les  and  W'hich  he  has  trans- 
formed into  a Well  improveil  farm.  Here  he  has 
erected  a coirnuodious  residence,  barns  and  out- 
Iniilding.-,.  and  he  now'  has  a well  improved  prop- 


erty and  good  home.  In  early  days  he  experienced 
the  usual  difficulties  and  troubles  with  the  In- 
dians. who,  having  no  regard  for  the  property 
rights  of  others,  stole  liis  horses,  but  for  his 
loss  he  has  since  been  recompensed  by'  the  gov- 
ernment. As  the  years  have  pas.sed  he  has  been 
a successful  farmer,  never  failing,  to  raise  a fair 
crop,  so  that  he  has  always  had  plenty  for  the 
supiiort  of  his  family  and  his  stock.  In  former 
years  he  raised  diver.sified  crops,  but  more  re- 
cently bus  given  bis  attention  largely  to  cotton 
and  corn,  and  for  many  years  has  always  had 
corn  to  sell. 

Air.  Gray  was  married  in  ATontague  county'  in 
1870  to  Aliss  Alary  S.  Cardwell,  who  was  hon.  in 
Kentucky'  July  6.  1851.  and  is  an  e.stimable  lady. 
Her  parents  were  Thomas  AI.  and  Parinelia  (Lit- 
ileuagc)  Cardwell,  lioth  of  whom  were  natives  of 
th.e  Blue  Grass  slate,  where  they  were  married. 
In  1855  they  came  to  Tex.as,  settling  first  in 
Hopkins  county,  and  subsequently  they  removed 
to  John.wm  county,  whence  in  1859  they  came  to 
Montague  county.  Their  fir.st  home  here  was  near 
the  town  of  Montague,  and  in  1862  tliey  removed 
to  Red  River  Station,  where  sexm  afterward  Mr. 
Cardwell  joined  Captain  Roland's  company  of 
frontier  scouts,  organized  for  the  protection  of 
the  settlers  agaiu>l  the  invasions  ami  depredations 
of  hostile  Indians.  Air.  Cardwell  was  detailed  to 
remain  at  the  station  and  as.-ist  in  erecting  a fort 
ress,  also  in  looking  after  and  for.aging  for  sup- 
plies. After  the  clo.se  of  ho.stilities  he  purchased 
land  ami  improved  a farm,  whereon  he  re- 
maimyl  until  hi,'-  death,  which  occurred  in  1885. 
He  was  an  enterprising  agriculturist,  roving  un- 
divided attention  to  his  farming  interests,  so  that 
he  never  aspired  to  office  or  public  life  of  any 
kind.  Ilis  fir.st  wife  died  in  Cooke  county,  Tex- 
as, in  1850.  She  was  a daughter  of  Ellis  Liltlc- 
page,  who  came  to  this  state  at  a very  early  dav 
and  settled  in  John.son  county'.  Subsequent  to 
the  death  of  his  wife  Air.  Littlepnge  went  to  Hop- 
kins county  and  lived  with  a .son  until  his  death. 
The  members  of  the  Cardwell  family  were: 
James  E..  who  died  at  the  age  of  eighteen  years; 
Henry,  who  is  now  in  Oklahoma:  and  Alarv  S., 
the  wife  of  our  subject. 

Air.  and  Mrs.  Gray  have  become  the  parents  of 
.seven  children : George  C-.  a farmer ; William 
r.,  at  home:  Janies  I).,  who  follows  fanning; 
Permelia  J..  the  wife  of  Joseph  Spii  ey;  John  E., 
Aland  and  Clara.  The  parents  are  members  of 
the  Church  of  Girist.  In  the  course  of  an  active 
and  busy  life  Air.  Gray  has  visited  many  parts 
of  the  counlrv,  and  is  therefore  largely  familiar 
with  his  adopted  land.  He  has  now  passed  the 
seventy-sixth  niile.stone  011  life’s  journev  and 
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he  has  accumulated  a comfortable  competency 
which  brings  to  him  the  rest  which  he  w'cll  merits. 
His  income  is  the  direct  result  of  earnest  and 
persistent  labor  and  his  life  history  proves  what 
may  be  accomplished  through  determined  and 
earnest  effort  w'hen  guided  by  sound  judgment 
and  supplemented  by  unfaltering  business  integ- 
rity. 

ROBERT  F.  ARNOLD.  Of  the  strong  and 
able  bar  of  Young  county'  during  the  era  of  fed- 
eral court  practice  only  a semblance  of  the  “old 
guard”  yet  remains,  but  that  remnant  includes 
a noted  scion  of  the  profession  whose  abilities 
have  shown  forth  in  scores  of  legal  contests  and 
marked  him  as  the  Jeader  of  the  local  bar.  He 
is  not  less  prized  as  a citizen  than  admired  and 
trusted  as  a law-yer,  and  the  whole  course  of  his 
citizenship  of  more  than  a quarter  of  a century 
in  the  county-  has  won  him  a substantial  place 
among  her  first  and  honored  country'men.  We 
refer  in  this  connection  to  Robert  F.  Arnold,  of 
Graham,  the  subject  of  this  review^.  It  is  nearly 
thirty  years  since  Mr.  Arnold  came  to  Texas,  a 
young,  man  yet  under  age  but  equipped  for  life’s 
duties,  and  prepared  to  engage  in  the  profession 
which  he  was  destined  to  honor  and  adorn.  He 
had  been  coached  and  trained  by  his  worthy 
father,  a careful  and  painstaking  lawyer  of  the 
old  school,  and  accompanied  the  latter  to  the 
I -one  Star  state  during  the  centennial  year  to  win 
a {Kjsition  among  tlie  able  expounders  of  the  law. 
The  tw^ain  established  themselves  in  Fort  W’orth, 
where  the  firm  of  Arnold,  Paddock  & Arnold 
was  an  active  and  effective  factor  of  the  bar 
from  October,  1876,  till  December,  1879,  which 
time  the  Arnolds  withdrew'  and  follow'ed  the  Fed* 
eral  court  to  Graham,  ever  afterward  the  radial 
center  of  their  profcs.sional  activities. 

While  Robert  F.  Arnold  was  only  twenty-two 
years  of  age  w'hen  X\'as  enrolled  at  the  bar  of 
Young  county'  he  possessed  the  natural  endow- 
ments so  essential  to  a good  law'yer,  was  a hard 
student  and  was  ambitious  'to  succeed.  Night 
study  of  Blackstone  and  Parsons  and  other  au- 
thors had  prepared  him  for  admission  in  youth, 
and  day  and  night  study  now  prepared  his  invul- 
nerable brief  or  planned  and  budded  impregnable 
fortresses  about  his  court  cases.  He  knew  and 
understood  the  law  and  his  arguments  before 
the  court  came  early  to  be  strong,  clear  and  com- 
plete, and  by  the  time  he  had  extended  his  ac- 
quaintance throughout  the  district  his  fame  as 
an  able  lawyer  had  been  achieved.  He  was  on 
some  side  of  most  of  the  murder  and  other  impor- 
tant cases  of  the  county  from  the  start,  and  the 
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firm  of  .Arnold  & .Arnold  embraced  two  lawyers 
w'ho.se  banner  seldom  tore  the  w'ord  “failure.” 
In  i88()  he  defentkd  the  noted  Alarlow  mob  pris- 
oners and  carried  the  case  to  the  supreme  court 
of  the  United  States  to  get  a verdict  for  hi.s  cli- 
ents. W hen  the  federal  court  was  removed  from 
Graham  to  .Abilene  a strong  support  of  the  legal 
fraternity  of  the  county  was  taken  away,  and 
the  most  desirable  business  and  best  source  of  rev- 
enue to  attorneys  was  cut  off.  The  bar  dwindled 
down  to  .suit  district  and  county  courts  until  only 
Mr.  .Arnold  and  C.  W.  Johnson  of  the“oki crowd” 
now  answer  to  the  roll.  John  F.  .Arnold,  our  sub- 
ject’s father,  passed  away  in  1887,  after  having 
been  identified  with  the  courts  of  the  county  eight 
years.  He  was  regarded  strong  at  making  up  a 
case,  safe  in  counsel,  loyal  to  the  ethics  of  his  pro- 
fession and  a model  of  integrity  in  his  profession- 
al life.  His  office  was  always  his  place  of  business 
and  if  accosted  on  the  street  about  a business  mat- 
ter he  seldom  failed  to  say,  “Come  dow'n  to  mv 
office  and  we  will  talk  it  over."  He  was  a lawyer 
of  the  ante-bellum  days  in  Alississippi.  and  many 
of  the  proprieties  and  peculiarities  of  that  age 
clung  noticeably  to  him  to  his  death. 

Robert  F.  Arnold  was  born  in  Alcorn  county, 
Mississippi,  March  14.  1857,  a son  <,>i  Judge  J.  F. 
.Arnold,  who  served  I'ishomingo  county  many 
years  as  Judge,  and  who  represented  his  county- 
in  the  legislature  of  the  state.  The  latter  was 
born  in  Atorville  district.  South  Carolina,  in  i8a6. 
but  grew  to  manhood  in  Mississippi,  was  practi- 
cally educated  there  and  prepared  himself  for  the 
law.  During  the  rebellion  he  served  in  the  quar- 
termaster’s department  with  the  rank  of  major, 
Confederate  service,  and  married  a Tippah  coun- 
ty lady,  Miss  Julia  Fields,  in  1855.  Following 
the  war  he  returned  to  his  profession  and  was 
closely  identified  with  it  the  remainder  of  his  busy- 
life.  He  was  a Chapter  Mason,  and  in  his  political 
view's  a Democrat.  His  w'ife  survived  him  five 
years  and  W'as  the  mother  of  Robert  F.,  of  this 
notice;  Mrs.  M.  M.  Chandler,  of  Young  county; 
Mrs.  Nina  Ford.  Mrs.  Julia  Meece  and  H.  G. 
Arnold,  also  of  A^oung  county. 

Robert  F.  Arnold,  after  completing  his  educa- 
tion, engaged  in  teaching  a few  months,  and 
while  so  doing  took  up  the  study  of  law’.  lie  was 
only  nineteen  years  old  when  he  was  admitted  to 
practice  and  was  only  tw’enty-fivc  y'ears  old  when 
elected  county  judge  of  A'oung,  county.  He 
served  in  the  office  two  years  and  eschewed  poli- 
tics for  all  time.  He  is  in  harmony  with  the  views 
of  the  Democratic  party  and  is  a Master  Mason. 
He  owros  a large  farm  on  the  Brazos,  with  seven 
hundred  acres  under  cultivation,  upon  which  he 
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has  discovered  c.oal  in  pac  ing  quantities  and  upon 
which  he  has  spent  much  moiie}’  prospecting  for 
oil  and  gas,  and  w ith  some  degree  of  success. 

Dcccinher  22.  1882,  Judge  Arnold  married 
Miss  Kate  Taylor,  in  Alcorn  count}’,  Missi.ssippi. 
.Mrs.  .ArnoKi  was  a daughter  of  Colonel  C.  A. 
Taylor,  a merchant  at  Rienzi.  She  and  Mr.  Ar- 
nold are  the  parents  of  Fred  T.,  Ed  C.,  Robert  F., 
Jr.,  Carl  and  Katie,  all  members  of  the  family 
circle. 

D.  M.  SMITH.  In  a profession  where  ad- 
vancement depends  entirely  ux>on  individual  mer- 
it D.  M.  Smith  has  won  prominence  and  is  now  a 
leading  attorney  of  Montague.  He  was  born  in 
White  county,  Tenne.ssee,  April  20,  1853,  his  pa- 
rents being  Carroll  and  Catherine  (Bradley) 
Smith,  the  former  a native  of  Virginia  and  the 
latter  of  Tennessee.  The  paternal  grandfather, 
John  Smith,  of  Virginia,  became  a pioneer  set- 
tler of  middle  Tennessee,  where  he  was  success- 
fully and  extensively  engaged  in  farming.  He 
died  there  at  the  old  homestead  at  the  advanced 
age  of  one  hundred  and  four  years.  His  two 
sons  were  Dyer  and  Carroll. 

The  latter  was  reared  in  middle  Tennessee, 
where  he  married  and  began  farming.  His  wife 
was  a daughter  of  An.salurn  Bradley,  of  Tennes- 
see. who  was  a prominent  farmer,  well  known 
and  highly  respected  in  his  community.  In  his 
family  were  si.x  children;  Patsy,  who  died  in 
Tennessee  in  1905  the  very  advanced  age  of 
ninety-six  years ; Thomas,  who  died  in  Arkan- 
sas; Nancy,  the  wife  of  J.  Fulkerson;  Hampton, 
who  died  of  yellow  fever  at  Jackson,  Mississippi; 
John;  and  Mrs.  Catherine  Smith.  She  is  a cousin 
of  Wade  Hampton  of  national  fame.  After  their 
marriage  Mr.  and  -Mrs.  Carroll  Smith  began  their 
domestic  life  upon  a fann  in  Tennessee  and  the 
father  devoted  his  energies  to  agricultural  pur- 
suits there  until  his  death.  He  engaged  in  the 
tillin.g  of  the  soil  and  in  rai.sing  stock,  and  in  all 
of  his  bu.siness  affairs  was  active,  enterprising  and 
inogressive.  He  was  also  influential  in  the  com- 
munity interests,  was  a stanch  Democrat  and 
filled  the  office  of  high  .sheriff  c>f  his  county.  He 
passed  away  in  1850  and  is  still  survived  by  his 
wife,  who  has  reached  the  advanced  age  of 
eighty-five  years  and  makes  her  home  with  her 
son,  D.  M.  Smith.  Thev  became  the  parents  of 
the  follow  ing  named  : Nancy  J.,  the  wife  of  S.  L. 
Maxwell ; VVilliam  T.,  a veteran  of  the  Confeder- 
;ite  army  ni>\v  living  in  northern  .Arkansas;  \ndy 
Hampton,  wlio  was  also  a Confederate  soldier; 
James,  of  Montague;  Henry,  of  Arkansas;  Mrs. 
Mary  Lkwd  ; Daniel  AI. ; an<l  Joshua,  of  Tennes- 
see. 


Daniel  M.  Smith  accompanied  his  parents  on 
their  removal  to  Arkansas  and  afterward  re- 
turned to  Tennessee.  There  through  his  indus- 
try and  capable  management  he  acquired  a good 
education.  Subsequently  he  returned  to  Arkan- 
sas, where  he  engaged  in  teaching  school  for  six 
J'ears,  making  an  excellent  record  as  an  educator 
because  of  his  ability  to  impart  clearly  and  read- 
il}’  to  others  the  knowledge  that  he  had  acquired. 
In  the  meantime  he  took  up  the  .study  of  law  and 
was  admitted  to  the  bar  at  Little  Rock,  Arkansas, 
in  1879.  Subsequently  he  practiced  his  profes- 
sion in  Harrison,  that  state,  where  he  also  con- 
ducted the  newspaper  and  was  likewise  editor  of 
a paper  at  Valley  Springs  in  Arkansas.  In  1883, 
however,  he  closed  out  his  business  in  that  state 
and  came  to  Montague,  Texas,  where  he  resumed 
the  active  practice  of  his  profession,  in  which  he 
has  since  continued,  a distinctively  representa- 
tive clientage  being  accorded  him  that  connects 
him  with  the  mo.st  important  litigation  tried  in 
the  courts  of  this  district. 

Mr.  Smitli  was  married  in  Texas  in  1885  to 
Miss  Dixie  Hart,  who  was  born  in  Marshall,  this 
.state,  and  is  a lady  of  culture  and  intelligence. 
Her  father,  John  A.  Hart,  of  Mississippi,  was 
one  of  the  honored  early  settlers  of  Texas,  who 
devoted  his  attention  in  early  lif"  to  mechanical 
pursuits  and  afterward  followed  farming.  He 
serv'ed  through  the  Civil  war  as  a Confederate 
.soldier,  meeting  with  the  usual  hardships  and  ex- 
periences which  fall  to  the  lot  of  those  in  mili- 
tar}'  life.  Both  he  and  his  wife  were  consistent 
and  faithful  members  of  the  Cumberland  Presby- 
terian church  and  took  an  active  interest  in  its 
w’ork.  Mr.  Hart  died  in  Texas  at  the  age  of 
seventy-five  years,  and  his  wife  passed  away  in 
this  state  when  sixty-seven  years  of  age.  They 
had  six  sons  and  one  daughter;  Ed,  Walter, 
John,  Robert,  Dixie,  Thomas  and  George.  The 
home  of  Air.  and  Mrs.  Smith  lias  been  blessed 
with  si.x  children : Carlisle ; Emor}-,  who  is  read- 
ing law ; Dewitt,  who  is  an  apt  student  in  the 
]niblic  schools ; Lillie  ; Fay ; and  Qark,  who  was 
born  on  the  ist  of  March,  1905. 

In  his  political  affiliation  Mr.  Smith  is  an 
earnest  Democrat,  who  keeps  well  informed  on 
the  questions  and  issues  of  the  day  and  is  able  to 
support  his  position  by  intelligent  argument.  He 
takes  an  active  and  helpful  part  in  campaign 
work  and  has  twice  served  his  county  as  assist- 
ant county  attorney.  Soon  after  taking  up  his 
alx>de  in  Alontague  he  became  correspondent  for 
several  new.spapers,  including  the  Dallas  Herald, 
with  which  he  was  connected  until  the  establish- 
ment of  the  Dallas  Kcii's.  He  then  became  cor- 
rc.spondcnt  for  that  p'apcr,  and  is  one  of  its  oldest 
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represeiitati\  es  in  this  connection.  Th<i  greater 
part  of  his  attention,  however,  i.s  given  to  hi.s 
law  practice,  and  he  stands  as  a leading'  repre- 
sentative of  the  bar  of  Montague  county,  hav- 
ing- a comprehensive  knowledge  of  the  prin- 
ciples of  juri.sjtrtidence,  v.diile  in  the  trial  of  a 
case  he  presents  his  cause  with  great  clearness 
and  force.  Both  he,  and  his  wife  arc  faithful 
members  of  the  Methodist  church  and  he  also 
holds  membership  relatic.nis  with  the  Knights 
of  Honor  and  'W'oodmen  of  the  World.  Their 
home  is  a commodious  residence  in  Motuagric. 
justly  celebrated  for  its  g-racious  and  charming 
hospitality,  and  IMr.  Smith  also  owns  a farm 
near  the  town.  It  is 'not  flattery  to  say  that 
Mr.  Smith  ha.s  an  ideal  family,  and  that  with  his 
assi.slance  lii.<^  boys  will  be  among  the  leading 
citizens  of  their  locality.  His  only  daughter, 
Lillie,  now  about  fifteen,  is  the  ided  of  the 
home,  and  has  already  reached  that  accoin- 
plishinent  in  music  to  attract  atleiitioii  by  all 
who  know  her. 

SAMLJEL  B,  C/\NTEY.  member  of  the  firm 
Capps  and  Caiitey,  lawyers,  of  Fort  Worth,  is 
ea.sily  one  of  the  most  successful  young  law- 
yers at  the  Fort  Worth  bar.  He  studied  law 
in  this  city,  was  admitted  to  the  bar  here,  and 
his  career  ha.s  been  one  of  unpreredeuted  suc- 
cess. lie  is  not  only  a good  lawyer,  but  a bril- 
liant .speaker  and  splendid  manager  of  his  ca.scs 
at  the  bar,  and  .socially  a most  lovable  char- 
acter. During  the  course  of  the  last  twenty 
years  the  hi.story  of  Fort  AYorth  will  show  that 
Mr.  Cantey  has  been  identified  with  practically 
every  iini>ort;mt  enterprise  undertaken  for  the 
welfare  of  the  cit,}  and  its  institutions. 

lie  is  a member  of  one  of  the  old  and  prom- 
inent families  of  the  south,  one  that  devoted 
all  it  po.s.ses.se<l  to  the  lost  cause  of  the  Con- 
federacy. He  was  born  in  Rus.sell  county,  Ala- 
bama, July  31,  1861,  being  a son  of  General 
James  and  Martha  E.  (Benton)  Cantey.  His 
father  was  a native  Smith  Carolinian,  while  hi.-, 
mother  was  of  the  well  kimwn  family  of  Colonel 
Benton  of  North  Carolina.  James  Canter 
joined  the  famous  “Palmetto  Regiment”  of 
South  Carolina  for  sendee  in  the  Mexican  war, 
and  became  adjutant  of  that  regiment.  He  af- 
terward became  a wealthy  planter  and  .slave 
ow'ner  in  Russell  county,  Alabama,  where  he 
had  a large  estate,  but  he  sacrificed  his  entire 
fortune  to  the  maintenance  of  the  Confederate 
cause,  and  was  a poor  man  ivhen  he  came  nut 
of  the  army.  At  the  beginning  of  the  war  he 
raised  and  organized  the  Fifteenth  Alabama 
Regiment,  of  which  he  became  colonel  in  com- 
mand. For  awhile  he  was  in  the  division  com- 
manded by  Stonewall  Jackson,  and  he  served 


throughout  the  civil  conflict  with  distingui.slied 
ability  and  bravery,  and  before  it.s  close  was 
promoted  to  the  rank  of  brigadier  general. 

Mr.  Samuel  R.  Caniey  was  reareil  to  man- 
hood in  Russell  county.  .Alabama.  He  received 
some  of  bis  early  education  in  the  Aimia-ana 
llassicai  Acadeinx-  in  northern  Georgia,  and 
then  finished  at  th-e  Alabama  Agricultural  and 
Mechanical  College,  wdiere  he  graduatci.l  in 
1880.  ,He  hacl  aLsri  in  the  mcamime  been  pre- 
paring for  the  legal  profession.  He  came  to 
Tc.xas  in  1880,  ami  to  Fort  W .>rth  in  1881,  and 
continued  his  legal  studie.s  in  ihe  office  of  Ma- 
bry and  Carter,  being  admitted  lo  the  bar  in 
i'ciri  Worth  on  Sei)tember  19,  1881.  liie  d.:i3’  of 
(Airfield’s  deatli.  tie  has  enjoyed  a large  and 
'Uccessful  practice  ever  since,  .and  ha>  a repu- 
tation as  both  a plca<lcr  ajul  C'  lUiisel. 

ii.r.  Cantey  w-as  married  in  Fort  M’orrh  '■.a 
November  18,  1885,  to  (Miss  Italia  Brooks,  a 
daughter  c.f  W.  C.  Brooks.  They  have  four 
children;  Craig,  Marguerite,  Martha  and  .Sam- 
uel Pi.,  Jr.,  all  at  school  ai  preseiit. 

RL  1 LS  BOOTH.  The  pioneer  element  of 
ihe  citizenship  of  Wise  county  1,5  rcprc.'^ented 
by  the  gemlemati  whose  name  introduces  this 
article  mul  hi-  active  life  ha^  been  busy  with, 
the  pre-motion  of  its  agrarian  intcresis.'  hew 
liave  lived  longer  in  tlie  coumy  than  he  and 
many  have  achieved  less  siitistantia]  results 
when  the  measure  of  value  is  >.t,riccly  apjilicd. 

The  Booths  were  nor  only  among  the  early 
settlcrs  of  Wise  county^  but  the}-  entered  th’r 
state  of  Texas  when  its  most  eastern  border 
was  scarcely  off  of  the  frontier  and  Tarrant 
count)  , where  they  first  stopped,  was  as  un- 
marked by  civilization  as  any  portion  of  the 
commonwealth  today.  The  y-ear  of  their  ad- 
vent to  the  state  al>- - marked  their  dcparuirc 
from  flktibbcha  county,  Mi.ssissippi.  Betija- 
min  Booth,  our  subject’s  faLher,  was  the  fam- 
ily's domestic  head,  and  from  1852  to  the  vear  of 
his  death  he  dealt  '.virh  primitive  coiuliti-.-ns  on 
the  Te.xas  frontier.  His  life  was  altogether 
rural  and  he  was  knotvn  tiotvherc  but  as  a fann- 
er, L pon  his  entry  to  Wise  coiiniv  he  loc.ared 
his  pre-emption  of  a fjuarter  section  of  land  in 
the  immediate  ncighb-irhood  of  his  son's  pres- 
ent home  and  lived  a plain,  quiet  and  itulns- 
trious  life.  In  matters  of  government  he  was 
a follower  of  the  f.aith  >ji  Jeffer.soii  and  his  re- 
ligions cibligations  he  performed  as  a nieaiber 
of  the  Alissionarj'  Baptist  church. 

Benjamin  Booth  was  born  in  North  Carolina 
in  iSo8  and  was  of  cciloriial  and  revolutionary 
-tcick.  His  father  was  Lewis  Booth  and  he  was 
one  of  four  children,  namely’;  Henry;  Pats\  . 
wife  of  Elijah  .Stallings,  of  T.arnar  county. 
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Texas;  I'aiiiiii,  who  married  a Air.  T!rantlctt, 
of  .Mi,-.-.issipj>i,  and  llcnjamin.  For  liis  wife  tlie 
last  named  married  Elizabeth  McCcwcn,  who 
died  in  V\  ise  county  in  i8AS.  I'he  original  home 
of  the  Alct'ewens  was  in  the  state  of  Alississip- 
pi,  wliile  that  of  the  Booths  Irace.s  hack  to  old 
\'irginia.  the  mother  of  [ircsidents  and  appro- 
priately called  the  “CHd  Dominion  State.”  C)f 
the  issue  of  Benjamin  and  Elizabeth  Booth. 
James  died  in  Cooke  county,  Texas;  John  died 
at  Little  Rock,  Arkansas,  during  the  war,  leat'- 
ing  a wife  and  child  : W illiam  died  in  Camp 
Douglas,  the  Federal  military  prison  at  Chi- 
cago: Lottie  died  in  \\’isc  county  in  1890  as 
Mrs.  I 'l.  1.  Alorrow ; Sarah,  of  Jack  county,  wife 
of  S.  C.  Alorrow:  Rufus, 'of  this  sketch;  Mar- 
garet E.,  who  died  in  Wise  County  a.s  the  wife 
of  E.  J.  AlcKee  : Malinda,  of  \\  isc  county,  wid- 
ow of  |.  \\  . I’hillips.  and  Matilda,  who  passed 
away  unmarried. 

The  .subscriiniun  schools  of  \\  ise  and  Tar- 
rant Counties  imivided  the  means  for  educating 
Rnfns  Booth,  and  the  only  Wise  county 
teacher  he  had  was  a ticrman,  Aloses  .Myers. 
Air.  Booth  had  reached  the  age  of  eighteen 
vears  unalilc  to  read  or  write,  and  it  was  by 
hard  persuasion  on  the  part  of  the  Cerman 
teacher  that  he  consented  to  become  a pupil 
ill  his  Saniiy  neighborhood  school.  Nutwilh- 
stauding  his  nationality  and  his  eccentricities 
Air.  Alters  proved  a gt'od  instructor  and  hi.s 
-chooi  really  laid  the  fomnlation  for  Rufus 
Booth's  success  and  made  it  possible  for  him 
ti>  pass,  thrciUgh  life  an  intelligent  and  inde- 
pendent man. 

Beginning  life  at  twenty -live'  Air.  Br>r,th,pre- 
empteil  a tract  m'  land  west  of  Chico  and  a 
SI  coml  eigfluy  he  bought  with  the  money 
tamed  by  driving  ox  teams  consisting  of  twen- 
ty-four head  of  cattle  fur  wages:  and  the  cpiar- 
tcr  scctii  .n  he  sold  for  ,8o(k>  and  bonghi  a part 
i f his  present  limnestead  v,ilh  the  nionev.  He 
-truck  tlic  first  licks  upon  the  farm  where  he 
resides  and  reared  bis  family  and  the  dap- 
I'oards  winch  covered  his  box  lumse  were  de- 
rived fi-'uii  the  forest  of  oak  at  hand,  Tliis 
humble  cabin  home  served  him  some  fifteen 
ye.'irs.  hen  it  gave  place  to  liis  modcni-day 
residence,  capping  an  incline  some  eighty  rc>ds 
frciin  the  Chico  and  Decatur  road.  In  his  lioy- 
li'-od  days  All-.  Jhx'th  had  s.nne  ex]>erience 
nmning  caitle  on  the  range,  l>ut  wlun  he  set 
lip  an  establi.slirnent  id  liis  <,wn  he  gave  his  al- 
tenik.m  to  the  cultivation  cd  tlie  soil.  His  suc- 
cess .a.s  a corn,  cotton  and  grain  man  li.as  en- 
abled him  tri  increase  his  acres  from  two  hun- 
dred and  folly,  a-  at  first,  to  three  luiiidred 
and  fi -rty-three,  one  oL  the  valuable  farimsteacls 
of  the  County. 


January  20,  1876.  Air.  Booth  married  Estel- 
la  A.  rhilli[)s.  a daughter  of  James  Aladi.son 
rhilli[)s,  who  died  in  the  Union  army'  during 
the  war.  Air.  Phillips  was  born  in  Ohio  anti 
was  married  in  Randoljih  ccmnty,  Indiana,  to 
Miss  Alartha  .A.  Thompson.  He  was  the  father 
‘of  Josejihine,  deceased  wife  of  Clark  Eaton; 
James  A\’iilard,  deceased;  Airs.  Booth,  born  in 
W hitney  coniity  . Imliana,  Eebruary  19,  1859, 
and  (.  11.,  of  Ilealdton,  Indian  Territoryv  Some 
lime  after  her  hushand’s  death  Airs.  Phillips 
married  J.  L.  Barker  and  in  1872  they  came  to 
Tc.xas  and  she  died  at  our  subject’s  home  Feb- 
ruary- 25,  1905.  at  seventy-four  y'ears  of  age. 
By  iier  union  with  Air.  Barker  two  children 
were  born:  S.  Clarence,  of  Lubbock  county', 
Texas,  and  Benjamin  Edward,  who  died  w'hcn 
he  was  four  months  old. 

Air.  and  Airs.  Bi.ioth’s  children  arc:  Jesse 

John  AL.  George  E.  and  Benjamin  F.  are 
still  with  the  parental  home;  Alta  E.  is  the 
wife  Ilf  li.  II.  Ross,  of  Jones  county',  Texas; 
.Vlvin  Iwrov,  Air.  Booth’s  oldest  child,  died 
January  28.  187S,  having  been  born  July  2, 
1877,  Jesse  A",  is  attending  the  State  Univer- 
sitv  at  Austin;  John  AI.  is  attending  school  in 
Chici '. 

In  the  matter  of  jiolitics  Air.  Booth  has  fol- 
lowed somewhat  in  his  father's  fcKitstcps,  e.x- 
cept  that  the  latter  did  once  serve  as  a com- 
missioner of  \A  ise  county,  while  the  former  has 
no  jiolitical  or  official  amldtion  to  gratify'. 
W hen  ])olitics  governs  the  choice  of  candidates 
he  lakes  the  Democrat,  but  when  local  condi- 
tion,- prompt  another  course  he  pursues  it  in 
the  interest  of  efficiency  and  competency  in  the 
public  service.  Air.  Booth  had  a great  deal  of 
trouble  in  the  early  days  on  account  of  the  In- 
•dians  stealing  liorsc.s.  .After  one  .such  raid  he 
got  together  a pu.ssc  and  going  111  pursuit  rCj 
ccwereil  the  stolen  animals  by  main  force.  liis 
father  could  not  kee|.>  liorscs  to  do  his  fann 
work,  and  had  to  place  dependence  entirely  on 
i IX  tc.ains.  from  winch  he  lost  both  money  and 
ifficieiicy  in  producing  his  crop.s. 

.MRS.  SAR  AH  BrCKETT.  one  of  the  es- 
teemed laelies  of  Vocona,  i.s  the  widow  iT  the  late 
Lorenzo  D.  Puekett  and  botli  are  de.scended  from 
honored  pioneer  familie.s  of  tlie  republic  of 
Texas.  Air.  Puckett  was  liorn  in  Mgo  county, 
Imliana,  .April  20.  1825,  and  was  a son  of  Thomas 
Puckett  of  -Xe.rlh  Carolina,  who  became  a pioiiccr 
-ettk'i'  of  the  Hoosier  stale.  He  served  through- 
out the  lllackhawk  war  and  was  [.rominently  and 
actively  connected  w ith  events  that  aidi  d in  fram- 
ing the  early  history  of  Indiana.  He  built  the 
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first  log  cabin  at  Terre  Haute  and  assistf^d  in 
the  development  and  upbuilding  of  the  new  town 
and  county.  He  became  an  extensive  land  owner 
and  prosperous  farmer  and  was  regarded  finan- 
cially as  one  of  the  substantial  residents  of  that 
part  of  the  state.  He  also  assisted  in  organizing 
the  first  bank  at  Terre  Haute,  owned  much  of  its 
stock  and  w*as  one  of  its  directors.  An  enterpris- 
ing and  public  spirited  man,  he  w'as  found  re- 
liable in  all  business  transactions  and  was  energet- 
ic and  industrious  in  every'thing  that  he  under- 
took, whether  it  was  an  enterprise  for  individual 
profit  or  a movement  for  the  general  community. 
In  1839,  on  account  of  the  health  of  his  wife,  he 
removed  to  Texas,  hoping  that  she  would  be 
benefited  by  the  more  genial  climate  of  the  south. 
He  took  up  his  abode  near  w'here  the  city  of 
.Austin  is  located  and  there  purchased  a large 
tract  of  land,  w’hich  he  improved.  He  carried 
on  general  agricultural  pursuits  and  also  cattle 
raising.  The  state  at  that  time  w’as  without  a per- 
manent capital  and  Mr.  Puckett  was  instru- 
mental in  the  movement  which  resulted  in  making 
Austin  the  capital  city  of  Texas.  Many  wanted 
Houston  the  capital,  but  Mr.  Puckett  and  his  as- 
sociates prevailed  in  their  work  and  Austin  be- 
came the  seat  of  government  for  Texas.  As  the 
years  passed  Mr.  Puckett  became  the  owner  of 
much  land  in  different  counties  in  Texas  and  was 
widely  and  favorably  known  for  his  unstained  in- 
tegrity in  business  affairs  and  his  far-sighted 
judgment.  In  1869  he  drove  a herd  of  cattle  to 
Illinois  for  sale,  and  while  in  that  state  he  died 
at  Tuscola.  He  was  a consistent  member  of  the 
Methodist  church.  In  his  family  were  the  follow- 
ing children;  Mrs.  Irene  Garrett,  Mrs.  Hannah 
Hodgkis.s,  Lorenzo  D.,  Cyrus,  Elijah,  Chancey, 
Miranda  and  Enceba. 

Lorenzo  D.  Puckett,  born  in  Indiana,  was 
brought  to  Texas  by  his  father  in  1839.  After 
reaching  manhood  he  engaged  in  the  cattle  and 
stock  business  and  located  a ranch  in  Karnes 
county.  He  was  then  married  in  1854,  and  took 
up  his  abode  upon  his  ranch,  where  he  followed 
farming  to  some  extent  and  also  got  a good  start 
in  the  stock  business.  He  remained  there  for 
eighteen  years,  and  was  among  the  prominent 
and  extensive  cattle  growers  of  the  locality. 
During  the  period  of  the  Civil  war  he  was  de- 
tailed for  frontier  service  to  look  after  the  war 
troops  and  also  to  secure  beef  cattle  for  the  .army. 
He  drove  large  herds  of  cattle  to  the  eastern  and 
southern  states,  to  Louisiana  and  other  places  for 
the  Confederate  troops.  He  was  paid  in  Confed- 
erate money,  which  at  the  close  of  the  war  was 
worthless  and  thousands  of  dollars  were  thus 
lost.  During  this  , period  Air.  Puckett  was  en- 


rolled with  the  Home  Guards  for  frontier  .serv- 
ice, and  he  was  in  many  raids  and  some  hotly  con- 
tested engagements  with  the  Indians.  I'o  kecj) 
the  horses  the  settlers  were  obliged  to  chain  them 
so  that  the  Indians  could  not  cut  them  loose  and 
run  them  out. 

In  1872  Mr.  I’uckett  sold  out  and  removed  to 
Williamson  county,  where  he  purcha.sed  a farm 
and  carried  on  general  agricultural  pursuits. 
Later  he  built  and  operated  a cotton  gin  and  was 
quite  successful  in  the  conduct  of  his  farming 
and  ginning  interests.  He  remained  in  William- 
son county  for  eight  years,  when  he  disf>osed  of 
his  interests  there  and  removed  to  Tom  Green 
county,  where  he  again  gave  his  attention  to  the 
raising  of  stock.  He  thus  got  a good  start,  but 
on  account  of  the  drought  he  had  to  move  his 
stock,  mostly  horses,  to  New  Mexico.  There, 
how'ever,  a disea.se  spread  among  his  hnr.ses  and 
many  died,  .so  that  Mr.  Puckett  was  a heavy  loser. 
He  remained  In  that  state,  however,  for  five  years, 
but  finally  sold  his  stock  and  then  came  to  Mon- 
tague county.  Here  he  purchased  two  tracts  of 
land  and  enraged  in  farming.  He  had  succeeded  in 
getting  a good  start  and  w'as  again  doing  well 
when  he  became  ill.  He  lingered  on  for  some  time 
and  finally,  to  be  near  a physician,  removed  to 
Nocona,  w'here  he  remained  until  his  death  on  the 
29th  of  Alarch,  1900. 

Mr.  Puckett  had  been  married  to  Miss  Sarah 
Forbes,  w’ho  was  born  in  Tennessee,  February  19, 
1834.  She  was  a devoted  helpmate  to  him  during 
the  tempestuous  days  of  the  rebellion,  and  she 
afterward  remained  with  him  while  he  met  the 
deprivations  and  hardships  of  frontier  life  among 
the  Indians.  She  is  a daughter  of  Collin  and 
Mary'  (Robertson)  Forbes,  the  former  a native 
of  Georgia  and  the  latter  of  Tennessee.  Her 
paternal  grandfather,  John  Forbes,  w'as  a .son  of 
Collin  Forbes,  a native  of  Scotland  and  a pioneer 
resident  of  Georgia.  His  father  was  a member  of 
the  House  of  Lords  in  Scotland  and  belonged  to 
a wealth}'  and  aristocratic  family  connected  with 
the  nobility.  Collin  Forbes,  however,  married 
against  the  will  of  his  parents,  which  incurred  the 
hostility  of  his  father  and  he  was  therefore  disin- 
herited, so  that  with  his  bride  he  left  his  native 
heath  and  sailed  for  the  new  w'orld.  He  had  been 
reared  in  the  Presby'terian  church  and  never  de- 
parted from  that  faith.  His  son,  John  Forbes, 
was  reared  in  Georgia  .and  became  a prominent 
planter  and  Presbyterian  minister.  He  was  draft- 
ed for  service  in  the  war  of  1812  and  was  pro- 
ceeding to  join  Jackson’s  army  at  New  Orleans 
when  hostilities  ceased.  He  was  a well  known 
man.  highly  ros])ccted  for  his  genuine  worth,  and 
he  died  in  Alississippi,  his  death  regretted  bv  all 


HISTORY  OF  NORTH  AND  WEST  TEXAS. 


who  knew  !hm.  Hi.s  wdfe  survived  him  for  some 
time  and  afterward  came  to  Texas,  where  she 
died.  She  was  a descendant  of  an  fionored  early 
family  of  Texas  connected  with  the  Hawthornes. 
In  the  family  of  John  Forbes  were  four  sons  and 
tw'O  daughters : Collin,  the  father  of  Mrs.  Puck- 
ett: Arthur,  who  died  in  Mississippi;  John,  who 
came  to  Texas;  Robert,  a physician  wdio  also 
made  his  home  in  this  state;  5largaret,  deceased; 
and  Mrs.  Mary  Howard. 

Collin  Forbes  was  born  in  Georgia  and  spent 
the  greater  part  of  his  youth  in  Tennessee,  where 
he  was  married.  He  afterward  became  ;m  active 
minister  in  the  I'resbv-terian  church  and  follow’ed 
that  professiion  for  some  years  in  connection  with 
general  agricultural  pursuits.  He  was  a busy 
man  and  was  always  actively  engaged  in  some 
work  or  another.  He  was  strongly  solicited  to 
come  to  Texas  during  the  days  of  the  republic, 
but  refused  to  leave  the  United  States.  Soon 
after  the  annexation'  of  this  state,  however,  in 
1845,  removed  to  Texas  and  eventually'  made 
a fjcrmanent  settlement  in  Travis  county  not  far 
from  Austin.  He  was  a very  busy'  and  careful 
man.  and  he  improved  a good  fanri.  He 
also  engaged  in  teaching  schcjol  and  was 
a pioneer  preacher,  being  one  of  the  first 
to  advocate  ITesbyterian  doctrines  in  this  coun- 
try. He  w'as  closely  associated  with  both  intel- 
lectual and  moral  progress  of  the  communit 
and  he  organized  many  churches  throughout  Tex- 
as. Ijecoming  a noted  minister  of  his  day  and  a 
famous  Bil)le  student.  He  had  entire  sympathy 
with  the  teachings  of  the  Presbyderian  church 
and  was  a most  faithful  follower  of  the  principles 
of  life  inculcated  by  that  denomination.  He  died 
in  ^^'illiam.son  county  at  the  ripe  old  age  of 
eighty -Ihree  years,  uhile  his  wife,  who  hore  the 
maiden  name  of  Mary  Robertson,  died  at  the  age 
of  ninety  years.  She  was  a daughter  of  John 
Robertson  of  .Scotch  descent,  who  was  a native  of 
\ irginia  and  was  a wlieelw  right  and  fanner.  In 
the  family  of  Collin  F’orbes  were  len  eliildren; 
Elizabeth,  :\llen.  Cynthia  Mary,  Gipson,  John, 
-Sarah.  M.argaret,  ) larvey  and  Emily. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Puckett  were  blessed  with  a 
family  of  twelve  children,  all  of  whom  attained 
adult  age  and  are  still  living,  as  follows ; Thomas 
C..  who  makes  his  home  in  Brownwood.  Te.xas ; 
Elijah,  of  Sherman,  this  state;  Mary,  the  wife  of 
L.  Hudson;  latrenzo  U.,  who  is  with  his  mother; 
IMrs.  Emma  Payne;  William,  of  New  Mexico; 
George,  also  of  New  Itlexico;  IMilton.  who  is  liv- 
ing in  Crockett  county,  'J'exas ; Mrs.  Sarah  Giis- 
holm : Irene,  who  is  with  her  mother;  Robert, 
who  follows  farming,  and  Benjamin,  of  .Arizona. 

-Mrs.  Puckett  is  a consi.stent  and  worthy  mem- 


ber of  the  Cumberland  Presbyderian  church,  while 
Mr.  Puckett  was  faithful  to  the  teachings  of  the 
Methodist  church,  in  which  he  long  held  mem- 
bership. He  likewise  affiliated  with  the  Inde- 
pendent Order  of  Odd  Fellows.  He  was  a broad- 
minded and  intelligent  business  man,  weU  known 
■and  bigihly'  respected,  and  was  enterprising  and 
public  spirited.  In  his  younger  days  he  under- 
went many'  hardships  and  privations  incident  to 
frontier  life,  but  in  his  later  years  enjoyed  the 
advantages  which  came  as  the  result  of  his  earn- 
est and  persistent  labor  and  his  honorable  deal- 
ings. He  was  never  known  to  take  advantage  of 
tlie  necessities  of  his  fellow  men  in  any  business 
transaction  and  his  life  was  straightforward  in 
all  of  its  relations. 

J.  D.  EVANS,  the  pioneer  merchant  of  Saint 
Jo,  Tc.xas,  is  a native  of  the  Lone  Star  state.  He 
was  bom  in  Titus  county',  Texas,  January  4,  1850, 
.son  of  Henry  and  Lcnnie  (Smith)  Evans,  natives 
respectivelv  of  Kentucky  and  Missouri,  who  came 
to  Texas  in  early  life  and  were  married  here. 
John  Evans,  the  grandfather  of  J.  D.,  was  a 
native  of  Kentucky,  of  Welsh  descent.  In  1850 
he  moved  from  Kentucky  to  Texas  and  settled 
in  Titus  county,  on  lands  which  he  bought  and 
improved,  and  where  he  became  a prominent  and 
influential  citizen,  and  pas.sed  the  re.st  of  his  life 
and  died.  He  was  a slave  owner  and  brought  his 
slaves  with  him  to  Texas.  His  wife,  a most  es- 
timable woman,  was  a member  of  the  Primitive 
Baptist  church.  Their  children  in  order  of  birth 
were ; Samuel,  Isaac,  Edward,  Henry,  Lewis, 
Mr';.  Ellen  Brodis,  Mrs.  Nancy  Jones,  John, 
\ ard,  Perry'  and  I\Irs.  Lizzie  Crawford.  z\ll  the 
Mins  .''Crved  through  the  war  in  the  Confederate 
army.  Henry'  and  Edward  came  to  Texas  to- 
gether and  got  a homestead  grant  of  land  from 
the  republic  of  Texas,  and  each  improved  a farm 
in  Titus  county,  where  they  remained  for  many 
y'ears.  In  1870  Henry'  sold  out  and  moved  to  Up- 
shur couiiU',  whence,  a year  later,  he  went  to 
Gray'son  county,  bought  land  and  improved  an- 
other farm,  on  which  he  lived  six  y'ears,  and 
then  sold  out  and  moved  to  the  Cherokee  Nation, 
where  he  died  in  1876.  lie  was  a Royal  Arch 
Mason,  a good  neighbor  and  true  friend,  and  had 
the  respect  of  all  who  knew  him.  His  wife,  Len- 
nic.  died  in  1863.  She  was  a daughter  of  A. 
Smidi,  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  Texas,  who  at 
one  time  owned  a portion  of  the  land  on  which 
Dallas  now  stands,  which  he  sold  for  a trifle  and 
afterward  moved  to  Titus  county.  A farmer 
by'  occupation,  he  was  a plain,  honest,  much 
respected  man.  His  children  were:  Isaac,  Len- 
nie,  .Adeline,  Mary  and  Charles.  To  Henry  and 
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Lenoie  Evans  were  bom  five  children,  namely : 
Mrs.  Ellen  Hudnell,  J.  D.,  Murlweather  L., 
Henry  and  Edward,  all  of  Texas.  The  father  had 
a second  wife,  who  died  without  issue,  and  by  his 
third  marriage,  to  a Mrs.  Culpepper,  he  had  four 
children,  Miles,  Rliorsa,  Media  and  Thomas. 

J.  D.  Evans  was  reared  a farmer  boy,  with  edu- 
cational advantages  limited  to  the  common 
schools.  He  remained  in  his  father's  home  until 
1870,  when  he  married  and  settled  on  a farm  in 
Grayson  county.  Two  years  later  he  came  to . 
jilontague  county  and  pre-empted  a claim  of  one 
hundr^  and  si.xtv  acres,  about  four  miles  from 
Saint  Jo,  which  he  developed  into  a good  farm 
and  where  he  lived  six  years,  at  the  end  of  that 
time  selling  out  and  moving  into  the  town  of 
Saint  Jo.  Here  for  awhile  he  ran  a restaurant, 
but  had  sickness  and  other  reverses  and  lost  what 
he  had  saved.  Then  for  four  years  he  was  em- 
ployed as  a marble  salesman  and  traveled  ex- 
tensively. In  1882,  in  partnership  with  a Mr. 
Cunningham,  he  engaged  in  mercantile  busi-v 
ness,  and  continued  the  same  for  five  years,  sell- 
ing out  to  the  Alliance,  after  which  he  was  en- 
gaged in  the  grocery  business  one  year.  His  next 
venture  was  in  farming  and  stock-raising  in  Wil- 
barger county.  Two  years  later  he  sold  out  and 
returned  to  Saint  Jo,  and  in  1891  engaged  in  gen- 
eral merchandising,  carrying  dry  goods,  cloth- 
ing, boots  and  shoes  and  millinery,  which  he  has 
since  continued  successfully,  catering  to  a trade 
that  extends  over  a wide  territory.  He  owns  the 
brick  building  which  his  store  occupies  and  also 
a beautiful  home  in  Saint  Jo,  surrounded  by  ex- 
tensive grounds,  ornamented  wdth  trees  and 
shrubbery. 

Mr.  Evans  is  a Democrat.  He  has  ahvays 
taken  a deep  interest  in  politics,  attending  county 
and  state  conventions  and  using  his  inlluence  to 
advance  the  party's  interests,  but  has  never 
sought  official  position.  He  is  a member  of  the 
Masonic  order  and  the  Christian  church. 

Mr.  Evans  has  tw'ice  been  married.  lie  first 
w'edded  Mrs.  Josie  Allen,  daughter  of  James 
Green,  an  early  Texas  settler,  identified  with 
Montague  county  as  its  first  high  sheriff  after 
the  war  and  is  w’ell  remembered  as  an  Indian 
fighter.  One  of  his  sons  was  killed  bj'  the  In- 
dians, and  he  himself  received  a wmund  from  an 
Indian  arrow  which  caused  his  death.  After- 
ward his  widow  and  family  moved  for  safety 
to  Whitesborough  and  later  to  Bowie,  where 
she  spent  the  closing  years  of  her  life  and  died. 
Their  children  were:  Mrs.  Jo.sie  Evans,  Mrs. 

Maria  McDonald,  Mrs.  Anna  McDonald,  Mrs. 
Mary  Carter,  Mrs.  Mattie  Thorn,  Joe,  Mrs.  Betty 
Ford  and  Thomas.  Mrs.  Josie  Evans  died  March 
4,  1880,  leaving  three  children;  Mrs.  Lena  Aus- 


tin, of  Greer  county,  Texas;  Mrs.  Jostrphine 
Car,  deceased ; Pearl,  wife  of  J.  Boswell  of  Dur- 
ant, Indian  Territory.  All  had  good  educational 
advantages.  Lena  and  Josephine  finished  their 
studies  in  the  Polytechnic  College,  Fort  Worth, 
and  both  were  tefichers,  Lena's  specialty  being 
art. 

In  May,  1883,  Mr.  Evans  married  Mrs.  Susie 
Wltham,  who  wus  born  in  Georgia  in  1857,  and 
came  to  Texas  wdth  lier  mother.  By  her  first  hus- 
band she  had  one  son,  Charles  Witharn.  who  died 
at  the  age  of  twelve  years.  .She  is  a daughter 
of  John  and  Elizabeth  (Anthony)  Roberts,  the 
former  of  Georgia  and  the  latter  of  North  Caro- 
lina. John  Roberts  died  in  the  Confederate  army 
in  1862.  His  widows  now  eighty-three  years 
of  age,  lives  in  Oklahoma,  w’ilh  her  only  son, 
Asbiiry.  She  has  another  daughter,  Mrs,  Lue 
-McCannou.  Mr.  Evans  has  no  children  by  his 
present  wdfe. 

CALMX  C.  HUGH.S,  devoting  liis  atten- 
tion to  agricultural  pursuits  wn'th  a success  that 
follows  earnest  and  persistent  effort,  is  one  of 
the  early'  settlers  of  w'estern  Te.xas  and  now 
makes  lus  home  in  Ringgold.  He  was  born  in 
South  Carolina,  December  5,  1847,  and  in  the  pa- 
ternal line  comes  of  Irish  lineage.  Ilis  father, 
Cator  Hughs,  w'as  bom  in  North  Carolina  and 
when  twelve  y'ears  of  age  left  the  parental  home 
and  w'eut  to  sea.  He  followed  the  seafaring  life 
for  many  years  and  Iiecame  a captain  and  promi- 
nent vessel  owner.  As  the  years  passed  by  he 
prospered  and  ow'ned  several  ves.sels  hut  later  he 
left  the  sea  and  purchased  a large  tract  (.)f  land, 
upon  wdiich  he  placed  one  hundred  slaves.  He 
became  a prominent  and  succcssftd  planter  and 
was  identified  with  agricultural  intere.sts  in  the 
south  for  many  years.  He  die<l  in  1849  ripe 
old  age  and  thus  closed  a successful  and  honora- 
ble career.  He  left  a large  estate  and  also  the 
priceless  heritage  of  an  untarnished  n,ame.  lie 
was  a man  of  very  social  nature  and  genial  and 
generous  di.spi)sitiou  and  he  toi'k  his  greatest  de- 
light in  entertaining  his  friends,  liis  home  being 
celebrated  for  its  gracious,  warm  hearted  and 
liberal  hospitality.  He  was  charitable  to  the 
needy  and  afflicted  and  no  one  v\as  ever  turned 
from  his  door  empty  handed.  TIis  wife  survived 
him  for  some  time  and  died  at  the  age  of  si.xty- 
two  years.  He  had  one  sister,  Angie,  who  be- 
came Mrs.  Vott.  Mr.  Hughs  w’as  three  times 
married.  There  was  one  daughter.  Anna,  by 
a former  marriage.  For  his  third  wife  ^Ir. 
Hughs  chose  Anna  Gore,  a native  of  North 
Carolina.  The  children  of  the  third  union  were: 
Franklin,  of  South  Carolina,  who  served  in  the 
Confederate  army ; William,  w ho  was  also  a 
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t.oldier  on  the  .southern  side  and  .su.stained  a 
wound  whicli  et  eiiltially  caused  his  death  in  1891  ; 
James,  who  was  a member  of  the  Confederate 
army  am]  wa.s  killed  after  the  close  of  the  Civil 
war;  and  Eliza,  who  became  Mrs.  (Jutland  and 
died  lca\  iiifj  one  child. 

Calvin  C.  Hughs,  whose  name  intro<luces  this 
review,  was  reared  in  South  Carolina  and  re- 
mained under  the  parental  roof  until  1862,  when 
he  enlisted  in  defense  of  the  Confederacy,  becom- 
ing a member  of  Company  A,  Tucker’s  Cavalry, 
lie  remained  on  Cat  Island  in  W'ineau  Bay  for 
a year  and  was  afterward  in  the  siege  at  Charles- 
ton, South  Carolina.  Sub.sequentlv  he  went  with 
ids  command  to  meet  Johnson  and  while  on  the 
march  became  ill  and  had  to  remain  at  a farm 
house,  where  he  continued  until  after  the  sur- 
render of  General  Lee.  He  then  returned  home, 
remaining  with  his  mother  upon  the  old  family 
homestead  during  her  life.  Subsequent  to  her 
death  the  old  home  was  broken  up,  the  estate 
was  settled  and  Mr.  Hughs  started  to  seek  a 
home  elsew'here.  In  1869  he  made  his  way  to 
New  Orleans,  thence  by  rvater  to  Galveston, 
I'exa.s.  and  on  to  Chapel  Hill,  where  he  secured 
employment  on  a stock  farm,  remaining  there  for 
two  years.  On  the  exjiiration  of  that  period  he 
settled  at  l.ampa.sas  Sj)rings.  where  he  spent  six 
months.  .Vfterward  he  went  to  Dallas,  where  he 
was  employed  at  rock  quarryitig  and  later  he 
engaged  in  carpentering  and  lime  burning.  Dal- 
las at  that  time  was  but  a small  village  without 
a railroad  and  with  but  little  business  activity, 
lie  remained  there  for  three  yeans  and  then  went 
to  Fctrt  Worth,  where  he  spent  three  months, 
after  which  he  went  to  Gainesville,  Texas,  where 
he  operated  a stationary  engine  at  a tlour  mill 
for  four  years.  He  was  next  at  Cambridge, 
Clay  county,  where  he  assisted  in  building  a 
flour  mill  and  after  its  completion  he  operated  it 
for  four  years. 

It  was  during  that  time  that  Mr.  Hughs  was 
married,  in  1876,  to  Miss  Rebecca  Campbell, 
who  was  born  in  iMcrccr  count!,  Mi.ss<iuri,  in 
1857,,  a daughter  of  Henry  and  Mary  (Goodin) 
Camplicll,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of  Ken- 
tucky. They  came  at  an  early  day  to  Texas, 
settling  in  Gainesville,  where  the  father  engaged 
in  fanning  :m<l  ireigliting.  Later  he  rcmovt-cl  to 
Kaufman  county,  where  his  la.'.t  days  were 
passerj.  His  wife  survived  him  .and  removed 
10  Bonham,  whore  her  death  occurred.  She  was 
a memlier  of  the  Baptist  cliurch  and  both  were 
peojjle  of  the  highest  respectability,  held  in  warm 
regard  by  many  friends.  In  their  family  were 
si  ven  children;  Thomas,  a show  man;  Rebecca, 


now  iMrs.  Hughs;  Charity,  deceased;  Molly,  the 
wife  of  F.  Banks;  Ida,  the  wife  of  Joshua  Furr; 
William,  a farmer ; and  Allie,  the  wife  of  William 
Groves. 

Mr.  Hughs  remained  at  Cambridge,  Texas, 
for  about  four  years.  He  visited  western  Texas 
w'hcn  the  country  for  miles  around  was  black 
with  buffaloc.s  and  he  is  thoroughly  familiar 
with  pioneer  history  and  the  exjieriences  which 
fell  to  the  lot  of  early  frontier  settlers.  He  re- 
moved from  Cambridge  to  the  Fitch  farm  on 
Red  river,  w'here  he  spent  two  years  and  then 
took  up  his  abode  in  Kaufman  county,  where 
he  purchased  land  and  raised  one  crop.  On 
selling  out  there  he  removed  to  Las  Vegas,  where 
he  spent  three  months,  subsequently  going  to 
Fort  Wingate  with  the  Texas  Pacific  Railroad 
Company,  for  wFich  he  made  and  hauled  ties. 
This  proved  a profitable  venture  and  when  he 
had  e.xecuted  his  contract  he  returned  to  Hot 
Springs,  New'  iMexico,  where  he  engaged  in 
teaming  for  the  Santa  Fe  Railroad  for  more  than 
a year.  He  then  returned  to  Texas,  again  locat- 
ing at  Cambridge  but  later  removed  to  the  In- 
dian Territory,  where  he  devoted  his  time  and 
energies  to  farming  and  the  cattle  business  for 
eight  or  ten  }'ears.  In  1S94  he  bought  land  in 
Montague  county,  whereon  he  yet  resides,  thus 
becoming  owner  of  one  hundred  and  seventy- 
eight  acres,  to  whicli  he  li.as  since  added 
until  be  now  owns  four  hundred  acres- 
He  incurred  an  indebtedness  of  fifteen 
lumdreil  dollars,  but  this  has  all  been 
cleared  away  and  he  now  has  a large  and  well 
improved  farm  under  a high  state  of  cultivation. 
Upon  the  place  is  a commodious  residence  and 
substantial  outbuildings  and  the  house,  being  situ- 
ated on  a natural  building  site,  commands  a fine 
view  of  the  Red  river  and  valley.  The  farm 
is  w'ell  supplied  with  stock  and  with  modern 
equipments  and  Mr.  Hughs  is  regarded  as  one 
of  the  representative  ag.riculturi.sts  of  his  com- 
munity, having  carried  forward  his  work  along 
[vractical,  progressive  and  profitable  lines.  He 
raises  the  various  crops  adapted  to  soil  and  cli- 
mate and  also  much  stock.  His  corn  always 
yields  a good  harvest  and  his  shortest  wheat 
crop  was  six  bushels  per  acre,  but  the  usual 
crop  v ields  nineteen  bushels  per  acre,  although 
at  times  lie  has  harvested  thirty-three  bushels 
of  wheat  per  acre.  He  is  well  pleased  wdth  the 
country’  and  its  ]iros])ect.s  and  is  thoroughly  con- 
tented in  hi.s  present  home  and  in  the  profitable 
management  of  his  business  affairs. 

Unto  Mr.  and  ^frs.  Hughs  have  been  born  ten 
children : Mola.  the  wife  of  J.  IVIcKinney ; Turn- 
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inie,  the  wiie  of  F.  Tucker;  Edna,  the  wife  of 
\V'.  H.  Houston;  W’iniam,  Fannie,  Belle,  Jennie, 
Henry,  Thomas  and  Avis,  all' at  home. 

Mr.  Hughs  was  reared  in  the  Democratic 
faith  and  continued  to  support  that  party  until 
Geveland's  administration,  since  which  time  he 
has  been  a Republican,  but  is  without  aspiration 
for  office.  He  belongs  to  the  Independent  Order 
of  Odd  Fellows  and  he  and  his  wife  and  most  of 
their  children  are  members  of  the  Methodist 
church.  They  are  held  in  high  esteem  in  the 
locality  where  they  reside  and  the  circle  of  their 
friends  is  an  extensive  one. 

DAVID  W.  CLARK,  M.  D.,  who,  maintain- 
ing a high  standard  of  professional  ethics  and 
manifesting  a comprehensive  knowledge  of  the 
principles  of  medicine  in  his  practice,  justly  de- 
serves representation  in  this  volume  as  a leading 
and  influential  resident  of  Montague.  He  was 
born  in  Sumner  county,  Tennessee,  October  20, 
1868,  his  parents  being  Charles  and  Martha 
(Brown)  Clark,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of 
Tennessee,  in  which  state  their  marriage  was  also 
celebrated.  The  paternal  grandfather,  William 
F.  Clark,  removed  from  the  north  of  Maryland 
to  Tennessee  at  an  early  epoch  in  the  development 
of  the  state  and  was  a leading  divine  of  the 
Methodist  church,  devoting  his  life  to  the  dissem- 
ination of  the  gospel  and  to  the  uplifting  of  his 
fellow  men.  He  continued  his  labors  in  Ten- 
nessee until  called  to  his  final  rest  and  his  mem- 
ory yet  remains  as  a blessed  benediction  to  all 
who  knew  him.  He  reared  a family  of  nine 
children:  Melissa,  Jane,  Reuben,  David,  Ed- 

ward, Eleanor,  Sophia,  Charles  and  Betsy,  most 
of  whom  have  become  members  of  the  Metho- 
dist church. 

Charles  Clark  was  reared  in  Tennessee  and 
following  his  marriage  began  farming  and  deal- 
ing in  stock.  He  yet  resides  on  the  old  home- 
stead there  at  the  age  of  three  score  years  and 
ten,  while  his  wife  is  in  her  sixty-seventh  year. 
His  farm  is  the  original  homestead  of  his  father, 
who  settled  upon  the  land  and  dev^eloped  the 
property  in  pioneer  days  in  Tennessee.  The 
dwelling  in  which  he  was  born  is  still  standing 
and  is  now  one  hundred  and  twenty  years  old. 
Thus  for  more  than  a century  it  has  looked  out 
upon  the  surrounding  country,  a mute  witness  of 
the  great  chang.es  that  have  occurred.  It  is 
built  of  hewed  logs,  weatherboarded,  is  well 
finished  and  is  one  of  the  comfortable  old  south- 
ern homes  in  which  hospitality  has  ever  reigned 
supreme.  Throughout  the  years  of  his  manhood 
Mr.  Clark  has  carried  on  general  farming  and 
stock-raising  and  for  many  years  engaged  in 


trading  in  horses,  mules  and  cattle.  His  busi- 
ness interests  have  been  capably  and  profitably 
conducted  and  in  all  the  trade  relations  he  has 
maintained  a reputation  for  integrity  and 
straightforward  dealing  that  is  above  question. 
He  and  three  of  his  brothers  served  in  the  Con- 
federate army  and  Reuben,  Edward  and  David 
gave  their  lives  for  the  cause  which  they  so  dearly 
loved.  When  the  war  was  over  Charles  Clark 
returned  to  find  his  home  greatly  damaged 
■ througfi  the  ravages  of  war,  for  both  armies 
foraged  on  the  place.  He  at  once  set  to  work 
to  retrieve  his  lost  possessions  and  again  bring 
the  farm  up  to  its  usual  advanced  state  of  im- 
provement and  cultivation.  While  in  the  army 
he  had  served  under  General  John  Morgan  and 
General  Forrest  and  had  been  a brave  and  faith- 
ful soldier.  He  has  always  been  a stanch  Demo- 
crat but  is  without  political  aspiration,  prefer- 
ring to  devote  his  energies  to  his  business  affairs. 
His  wife  is  a daughter  of  the  Rev.  Barton  B. 

' Brown,  a native  of  North  Carolina,  who  became 
an  early  settler  of  Tennessee  and  was  widely 
known  as  an  able  minister  of  the  Methodist 
church  and  an  early  missionary  among  the  In- 
dian tribes  of  Tennessee  and  Alabama.  He  was 
also  a farmer  and  he  enjoyed  in  unquali- 
fied measure  the  confidence  and  friendship 
of  all  with  whom  he  came  in  contact. 
His  death  occurred  in  Tennessee  at  the 
age  of  .seventy-five  years.  In  his  family 
were  seven  children : H.  D.  and  Robert  K..  who 
also  became  Methodist  ministers;  Alford  D.,  a 
physician,  w'ho  died  in  188 r ; Martha  L.,  the 
wife  of  Charles  Clark;  Thomas  H.,  a farmer  of 
Tennessee;  Jennie  K.,  the  wdfe  of  C.  H.  Adams 
of  Dallas,  Texas ; and  Tennie,  the  wife  of  J.  H. 
Matlicws. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Charles  Clark  have  a family  of 
three  sons  and  twT)  daughters : Jennie,  the  wife 
of  J.  F.  Parker;  David  W. ; Charles  B.,  w'ho  died 
in  1892;  Emma,  at  home;  and  Fulton  B..  who  is 
agent  for  the  Cumberland  Mills  of  Nashville, 
Tennessee,  and  mtikes  his  home  at  Birmingham, 
Alabama. 

David  W.  Clark  acquired  a good  elementary 
education  in  the  common  and  high  schools  of 
Beach  Hill,  Tennessee,  and  after  completing  his 
literary  course  determined  upon  the  study  of 
medicine  as  a preparation  for  a life  work.  After 
some  preliminary  reading  he  entered  the  medical 
department  of  Vanderbilt  University  of  Nash- 
ville, Tennessee,  in  1889,  and  was  graduated  in 
1894.  He  then  entered  upon  active  service  at 
Hendersonville,  Tennessee,  but  later  because  of 
illness  in  his  family  returned  to  his  old  home. 
Subsequently  he  pursued  another  course  of  lec- 
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tures  and  in  iS<>5  came  to  Texas,  locating  in 
Montague,  where  he  has  continued  successfully 
to  the  present  time,  a liberal  patronage  being 
accorded  him.  In  1901  he  pursued  a pol3'clinic 
course  in  New  Orleans,  thus  further  promoting 
his  efficiency'  and  skill.  He  has  a well  equipped 
office  that  is  supplied  with  all  modern  appliances 
and  he  keeps  in  touch  with  the  late.st  thought, 
research  and  investigation  of  the  i>rofession,  so 
that  he  renders  to  the  public  valuable  service  as 
a physician  and  surgeon.  Soon  after  coming 
to  Montague  he  purchased  a commodious  resi- 
dence surrounded  by  large  grounds  located  close 
to  the  business  center  of  the  town  and  here  he 
now  makes  his  home.  He  occupies  a prominent 
position  professionally  and  socially  and  the  circle 
of  his  friends  as  well  :is  the  number  of  his  pa- 
trons is  constantly  increasing. 

MRS.  ANNA  JORDAN,  living  in  Nocona,  is 
the  widow  of  David  C.  Jordan,  deceased,  who 
was  a prominent  rancher  and  cattleman  of 
Montague  county.  He  was  born  in  Kentuckyn 
July  24,  1S42,  and  spent  the  days  of  his  boy- 
hood and  youth  upon  a farm  in  that  slate.  His 
father  was  Pleasant  Jor<lan.  a native  of  Cul- 
pepper county',  \'irginia,  and  a farmer  by'  oc- 
cupatir)n,  who  died  in  Carter  county,  Kentucky, 
in  I8IG,  when  David  C.  Jordan  was  a little  lad 
of  four  ycar.s.  His  wife  wa.s  Ann  Burchett,  akso 
a native  of  \drginia,  and  she  survived  her  hus- 
band only  four  years.  In  their  family  were 
eleven  chiklrcn  and  D.  C.  Jordan  was  left  an 
orphan  when  eight  years  of  age.  He  was  a 
young  man  at  the  time  of  the  outbreak  of  hos- 
tilities bet  ween  the  north  and  the  south,  but  he 
manifestetl  his  spirit  of  bravery  upon  the  battle- 
fields, enli.sting  in  the  Confederate  army  w'ith 
the  Fifth  Kentucky  Infantry.  He  served  until 
the  close  of  the  war,  after  which  he  returned 
to  his  home.  .About  that  time  the  building  of 
the  I'nii'iii  Pacific  Railroad  was  attracting  the 
attention  of  laboring  people  and  he  made  his 
way  to  the  rvest  with  the  view  of  finding  a 
business  opportunity  in  that  section  of  the 
country.  In  Kansas  he  hired  out  to  drive  an 
ox  team  to  Laramie  and  he  was  afterward  ein- 
ployetl  with  a government  freight  outfit  to 
make  tri]is  to  Fort  Dodge.  Subsequently  he 
engaged  in  feeding  cattle  in  Kansas  and  later 
was  in  the  service  of  contractors  who  furnished 
beef  to  tlie  Indians  at  Fort  Sill,  in  the  Indian 
T erritory.  Three  years  were  spent  in  that  way', 
at  the  enil  .if  which  time  with  a co-worker, 
V\  illiam  Bo.adus.  he  heg'an  contracting  on  his 
own  account  in  1.800.  During  the  six  months 
in  which  their  contract  lasted  they'  cleared 


seventeen  thousand  dollars.  The  partners 
then  concluded  to  continue  in  the  cattle  bu.si- 
ness  and  in  187;?  located  in  Alontague  county', 
Texas,  where  they  began  business  with  twelve 
hundred  head  of  cattle.  The  range  at  that  time 
was  free,  the  rancher  being  able  to  pasture  his 
.cattle  wherever  he  desired.  The  partners  con- 
tinued actively  in  the  business,  purchasing  and 
handling  large  herds  of  cattle.  .About  1831  they 
found  it  necessary  to  own  pastures,  began  buy- 
ing land  and  within  a .short  time  controlled 
twenty'-two  thousand  acres.  In  this  they  con- 
tinued successfully  and  later  they  sold  to  actual 
settlers  twenty-five  different  farms.  At  length 
the  partnership,  which  had  been  continued  for 
a numl)er  of  ywars,  was  dissolved  by'  mutual 
consent,  per.sonal  j>ropertv  and  lands  being 
divided.  Air.  Iordan  took  as  his  portion  thirty'- 
six  hundred  acres  of  land  adjoining  the  cor- 
poration limits  of  Nocona,  although  the  town 
at  that  time  had  not  been  established.  His 
success  in  bti.sincss  was  due  entirely'  to  his  own 
labors  and  he  was  a self-made  man  whose  well 
directed  efforts  proved  of  much  value  in  the 
acquirement  of  pro.sperity.  His  business  was 
carefully’  conducted  along  honorable  lines  and 
he  was  highly'  respected.  He  erected  a com- 
modious house  and  other  buildings  on  his  ranch 
and  he  continued  acti\  ely'  in  farming  and  cattle- 
raising  up  to  the  time  of  his  death,  which  oc- 
curred on  the  21st  of  October,  1902.  After  the 
time  that  Nocona  wa.s  established  he  built  and 
sold  a number  of  houses  there  and  wa.s  other- 
wise connected  with  the  development  of  the 
place.  He  was  a man  of  superior  education. 
1)road  intelligence  and  gifted  by  nature  with 
strong  mentality,  and  he  made  for  himself  an 
honorable  pjosition  in  business  life  and  in  the 
regard  of  his  fellow  men.  lie  was  left  an 
orphan  at  an  earlv  age  and  whatever  success 
he  achieved  was  attributable  entirely  to  his  own 
labors.  He  was  recognized  as  one  of  the  most 
enterprising  and  public-spirited  men  of  Alon- 
tague  county  and  was  highly  esteemed  for  his 
integrity'  and  value  in  all  life's  relations.  In 
his  death  the  connnuiiity'  lost  one  of  its  highly 
resjiectcd  citizens. 

In  1877  Air.  Jordan  wa.s  married  to  Aliss 
Anna  Berry',  who  was  born  in  Grayson  county. 
Texas,  on  the  7th  of  Alarch,  I860,  her  parents 
being  Jame.s  and  Elizabeth  (Alyers)  Berry,  the 
latter  a native  of  Illinois  and  of  German 
descent,  while  the  former  was  born  in  Ten- 
nessee. They  were  married  in  Texas.  Mrs. 
Berry'  was  a daughter  of  Samuel  Aly'ers,  of 
North  Carolina,  who  subsequent  to  his  removal 
to  Tennessee  was  married.  Not  long  after- 
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ward  he  tcKjk  up  his  abode  in  Ohio,  aiidMalcr 
went  to  Illinois,  whence  he  started  for  Texas 
in  1837.  Mrs.  Berry  was  born  October  9,  1829, 
and  was  therefore  eight  years  of  age  when  her 
parents  left  Illinois  for  the  Lone  Star  state. 
The  Indians,  however,  were  reported  to  be 
hostile  and  the  family  did  not  continue  their 
journey  beyond  northern  Arkansas,  where  the 
father  rented  a larm,  spending  his  remaining 
days  in  that  kx;ality.  His  wife  also  died  there. 
His  entire  life  was  devoted  to  agricultural  pur- 
suits and  though  he  never  s'oughi  to  fig-urc  be- 
fore the  public  he  lived  a life  of  uprightness  that 
commended  him  to  the  confidence  and  good 
will  of  all  with  whom  he  was  associated.  lie 
held  membership  in  the  Trinity  Baptist  church, 
while  his  wife  was  a member  of  the  Presby.ter- 
ian  church.  In  their  family  were  eight  children  : 
Matilda,  Lydia,  Abraham,  Jessie,  John,  Sarah, 
Eliza  J.  and  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Berry,  The  last 
named  is  the  only  one  of  the  family  now  living 
and  she  finds  a good  home  with  her  daughter, 
Mrs.  Jordan.  After  the  death  of  the  parents 
in  Arkansas  the  sons  and  daughters  of  the 
household  at  different  times  made  their  way 
into  Texas  and  it  was  subsequent  to  her  re- 
moval to  this  state  that  Elizabeth  Mj^ers  be- 
came the  wife  of  Mr.  Berrju  She  came  to 
Texas  with  a brother  and  sister  and  they  had 
settled  in  Graj'son  county.  She  had  first  mar- 
ried Franklin  Davis,  of  Tennessee,  who  was  a 
blacksmith  by  trade  and  subsequent  to  his 
marriage  was  employed  by  the  government  in 
that  line  of  work,  spending  one  year  in  the 
Indian  Territory.  He  then  returned  with  his 
family  to  Grayson  county,  wdiere  he  died  in 
1853,  leaving  tw'o  children,  one  of  w'hom  died 
in  early  youth,  while  the  other,  Micjah  Davis, 
is  a farmer.  In  1857  Mrs.  Davis  was  again 
married,  becoming  the  wife  of  James  Berry,  a 
native  of  Tennessee  and  they'  settled  in  Gray- 
son county,  w'here  they  remained  until  1873, 
when  they  came  to  Montague  county.  Mr. 
Berry  was  a saddler  by'  trade  and  followed  that 
pursuit  prior  to  his  removal  to  Montague 
count}',  but  hero  he  located  a homestead  of  one 
hundred  and  sixty  acres  near  the  present  site  of 
Nocona  and  run  cattle  for  three  y'ears.  He  im- 
proved and  developed  a good  farm,  remaining 
thereon  until  1877.  when  he  was  accidentally' 
killed.  He  never  .sought  political  preferment, 
but  lived  a quiet,  u.seful  and  honorable  life  as  a 
mechanic  and  agriculturist  and  was  a consistent 
member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church 
South.  Mrs.  Berry  is  also  an  earnest  Chris- 
tian woman,  belonging  to  the  Methodist  church. 
In  their  family  were  the  following  named : Mrs. 


Jane  Loving;  Anna,  now'  Mrs.  Jordan;  Mrs. 
Mary’  King : J.  Monroe,  who  is  a stock  farmer  of 
Texas  ; Sophia,  w'ho  died  at  the  age  of  seven- 
teen years;  Mrs.  Josephine  TTamilton ; and 
John,  a resident  farmer  of  this  state. 

To  Mr.  and  iMrs.  Jordan  were  born  fivc 
children  ; Mhlliain  (_ a cattleman  ; Thomas,  w ho 
is  assisting  his  mother  in  the  management  of 
her  cattle  and  farming  interests;  Nellie  and 
Kitty,  who  are  attending  .‘^chotd  ; and  David  A., 
who  was  born  November  1,  1899.  Mrs.  Jor- 
dan is  a member  of  the  Methodist  church. 
Since  her  husband’s  death  she  ha.s  given  her 
attention  to  her  children  and  her  farming  in- 
terests and  is  recognized  as  a lady  of  ex- 
cellent business  ability  and  c.xcculive  force. 
The  loss  of  the  husband  and  father  was  felt  not 
only  by  the  immediate  family',  but  also  by  manv 
friends,  for  he  had  endeared  himself  to  friends 
by  his  genuine  w’orth. 

HENRY  A.  MTLKINS,  :M.  D.  The  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch  is  a prominent  physician  and 
surgeon  who  has  within  the  past  few  years  identi- 
fied himself  with  the  interests  of  Bonita,  Mon- 
tague county,  Te.xas.  He  is  a son  of  Harri.son 
and  Harriettc  (Jack.son  ) Wilkins,  both  native.s 
of  Georgia,  where  they  were  married  in  1855. 
Thet'  lived  for  some  years  on  a farm  in  Georgia, 
moved  thence  to  .\labama,  and  in  1872  came 
to  'Texas,  locating  in  Gray.son  county  , where 
they  bought  a farm  an<l  where  they  made  their 
home  for  over  tw'enty  years.  Both  of  the  doc- 
tor’s grandmothers  spent  their  last  days  and 
died  in  Texas.  Little  is  known  of  his  family 
history  back  of  Uieni.  Selling  his  farm  in  Gray- 
son county,  Harrison  Wilkins  moved  to  Clay 
county,  bought  and  sold  property  there  and  came 
thence  to  Bowie,  Montague  county,  where  he 
purchased  a fann.  At  this  writing,  however, 
he  and  his  wife  are  living  with  their  children. 
They  are  worthy  members  of  the  Missionary 
Baptist  church  and  are  highly  respt-cted  by  all 
who  know’  them.  Their  children  are;  I.afayette 
and  William,  stock-farmers  in  Te.xas ; Thomas 
().,  a pht  sician  and  ,surgef)n,  1 'aduca,  Te.xas ; 
Henry  A.,  the  subject  of  this  review  ; .Sally,  wufe 
of  C.  Clark  ; Mattie,  dccca.sed  w ife  (.>f  W.  l^folde:l ; 
Joseph,  a physician  of  Wellington.  Te.xas. 

Dr.  Henry  A.  Wilkins  was  born  in  Polk  coun- 
ty, Georgia,  January  5.  1865,  was  reared  on  a 
fann  and  received  his  early  education  in  the  pub- 
lic schools.  Later  he  attended  Gray  son  College 
at  Whilewright.  Te.xas.  and  after  leaving  college 
he  was  employ eil  as  assistant  at  the  County  Farm, 
a position  he  filled  four  years.  At  the  age  of 
ttventy-five  he  began  the  study  of  medicine  under 
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tile  ]irccfc))t' irship  of  Dr.  T.  O.  Wilkins,  with 
whom  he  remained  for  some  time  and  where  he 
jtained  much  practical  experience  as  the  doctor’s 
assistant.  In  i8<>9  and  1900  he  took  a course 
in  the  [Medical  Department  of  Fort  Worth  Uni- 
ve-rsity.  After  receiviiifj  his  de^’^ree  he  entered 
u[)on  the  jiracticc  of  his  profession  at  Jo\',  Clay 
county,  Te.xas.  where  he  remained  two  years  and 
was  successful.  Thinking  to  better  his  condition, 
however,  he  moved  to  Teterslmrg,  Indian  Ter- 
ritor' . and  during  the  three  years  of  his  residence 
at  that  place  he  built  up  a good  practice ; but  the 
climate  wa.s  not  conductive  to  health  nor  was  the 
society  what  he  wanted,  and  in  November,  1904, 
he  came  to  Bonita,  bought  a home  and  estab- 
lished himself  here.  His  office  is  equipped  with 
modern  appliances,  and  he  was  not  long  in  gain- 
ing recognition  as  a man  abreast  with  the  times 
in  his  profession,  and  he  has  won  the  confidence 
and  resjx-ct  of  all  w lio  know  him. 

Dr.  W'ilkins  married,  in  1898,  Miss  Ida 
White,  who  was  born  in  Grayson  county,  Texas, 
November  t8,  1870.  daughter  of  Alonzo  and 
.Mattie  (Eubanks)  White,  the  former  a native 
<d'  Illinois,  the  latter  of  Texas.  Mrs.  Wilkins’ 
grandfather,  Ambrose  White,  was  born  in  Ohio 
in  1811,  pioneered  to  Illinois  and  located  near 
S]>ringficld,  and  in  his  young  manhood  .shoul- 
<lered  a gun  and  went  to  the  Black  Hawk  war, 
in  which  he  fought  bravely  until  the  close  of 
hostilities,  returning  with  the  r.ank  of  captain. 
It  was  in  that  w'ar  he  met  the  young,  lady,  Miss 
,N.  E.  .Munlock.  wdto  became  his  wife  in  1833. 
During  one  hard  day's  fight  she  was  by  his  side 
molding  hulkts  while  he  shot  Indians.  I'rom 
Illinois  Captain  White  came  to  Texas.  He 
staked  off  the  town  of  Whitesboro,  built  the  first 
house  in  it,  and  gave  the  town  its  name.  He 
lived  to  see  it  prosper  and  w'as  honored  bv  being 
elected  its  mayor,  an  office  which  he  filled  for 
many  years,  up  to  the  time  of  his  death,  which 
occurred  December  17,  1885.  He  w’as  the  fa- 
ther of  seven  children;  Jay.son,  Elizabeth,  Alon- 
zo, I.oot,  Cassie,  Lena  and  June.  Alonzo  White 
when  a boy  came  with  his  [larents  to  Texas, 
where  he  grew  up  on  a farm  and  later  learned 
the  blacksmith’s  trade,  at  which  he  w'orked  in 
his  younger  days.  Later  he  ran  a hotel  at 
White.sboro.  After  his  father's  death  he  served 
several  terms  as  mayor  of  the  town.  He  .still  re- 
sides there  and  is  as  highly  respected  as  he  is 
well  known.  During  the  war  of  the  Rebellion  he 
was  on  the  frontier  in  the  Confederate  service. 
He  married  IMiss  Mattie  Eubanks,  daughter  of 
Alford  Eubanks,  a prominent  f,arrner  and  stock- 
man.  I n the  Eubanks  family  w ere  eight  children : 
-Mary\  .Mariah,  Nancy,  John,  Hines,  Julia,  Mattie, 


and  Caroline.  The  children  of  Alonzo  and  Mat- 
tie  White  are:  Jennie,  wife  of  George  Boston; 
Ida,  wife  of  Dr.  Wilkins;  William,  deceased; 
and  Callie,  at  home.  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Wilkins  have 
one  child,  Louis  A.,  bom  January  25,  1905.  Mrs. 
Wilkins  was  reared  in  the  Cumberland  Presbyter- 
ian church  and  both  .she  and  the  Doctor  are  iden- 
tified with  that  church.  Dr.  W^ilkins  is  a member 
of  the  fraternal  order  W’'oodmen  of  the  World. 

WILLIAM  M.  SHIELDS.  The  subject  of 
this  notice  has  aided  substantially  in  the  reduction 
of  the  valleys  of  North  creek,  in  Jack  county, 
and  his  efforts  have  covered  a period  of  thirty 
vear.s.  for  it  was  in  1875  that  he  cast  his  fortunes 
among  the  then  .scattered  settlements  along  this 
modest  and  friendly  stream.  Though  poor  in 
purse  and  young  of  y’ears  his  efforts  during  the 
passage  of  years  have  rewarded  him  for  the  sac- 
rifices his  early  settlement  here  entailed. 

He  came  hither  from  Grayson  county  and  it 
was  there  that  his  birth  occurred  January'  i, 
1851.  George  Shields,  his  father,  settled  there 
in  1848  and  was  assassinated  during  the  war. 
Fie  was  from  Green  county,  Missouri,  w'here  his 
father,  Robert  Shields,  went  from  Tennessee 
when  George  was  a mere  lad.  John,  his  other 
son,  also  came  to  Texas  and  passed  atvay  in 
Limestone  county,  where  some  of  his  family  re- 
main. George  Shields  came  to  his  majority  in 
Green  county,  Missouri,  and  there  married  Nan- 
cy Dameron,  a daughter  of  Moses  Dameron,  an 
old  settler  there.  By  this  marriage  there  were 
born  Elizabeth,  wife  of  John  Holder,  of  Indian 
Territory';  Martha,  who  married  Matthew  John- 
son. of  Tulsa,  Indian  Territory';  Whlliam  M.,  of 
this  record ; John  and  George,  deceased,  and 
Julia,  wdio  married  Robert  Obert  and  is  now  de- 
ceased. Mrs.  Shields  married  Robert  Johnson 
for  her  second  husband  and  resides  in  Indian 
Territory,  having  no  other  issue. 

At  sixteen  years  of  .age  Wfflliam  M.  Shields 
began  contributing  to  his  own  support,  and  with 
very  scant  knowledge  of  books.  He  became  a 
freighter  for  Dudley  and  Junius  Page,  hauling 
goods  from  Jefferson,  Sherman,  .Shreveport  and 
Sedalia,  [Missouri.  He  freighted  for  Morgan 
also  and  eventually  equipped  himself  with  ox 
teams  and  engaged  in  the  business  on  his  own 
account.  He  followecl  it  sev'en  years  .and  made 
some  money  out  of  it  but  saved  little  for  future 
use.  Quitting  this  he  became  a workman  on  the 
M.  K.  and  T.  Railway',  then  building  through 
the  Territory,  and  followed  it  some  months.  lie 
then  spent  two  years  farming  in  Grayson  county' 
and,  with  the  proceeds  of  all  these  efforts  came 
to  Jack  county  and  began  his  permanent  career. 
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A horse  and  a yoke  of  caUlc  constituted  hk  chief 
resource  as  a settler  and  he  took  a half  interest 
with  liis  brother  John  in  a quartet  section  of  new 
land,  upon  which  the}'  erected  a cabin,  for  a 
few  years  their  bachelor  home.  While  they  were 
surrounded  all  about  with  wild  nature  and  the 
numerous  game  of  the  forest  their  settlement  was 
made  too  late  for  interference  by  the  red  man, 
although,  in  May  of  1875,  a fight  witli  a small 
band  took  place  in  Lost  valley  between  the  State 
Rangers  and  them,  without  white  casualties,  John 
Shields  being  one  of  the 'soldiers  in  the  fight. 
The  killing  and  trapping  of  the  turkey  and  the 
slaughter  of  antelope  and  deer  w-as  as  common 
in  those  early  times  as  tlie  snaring  and  shooting 
of  rabbits  is  today,  and  the  white  man  of  the  fron- 
tier lived  on  really  “the  fat  of  the  land.”  As 
the  years  passed  the  rew-ards  of  well  directed  ef- 
fort came  to  William  M.  Shields  and  he  found 
himself  gradually  going  up  the  scale.  Help  came 
to  him  with  marriage  and  the  rearing  of  a family, 
and  follow’ing  this  needed  additions  came  to  his 
landed  domain.  Instead  of  the  eighty  which 
marked  his  original  holdings,  four  hundred  and 
thirty-two  acres  are  listed  to  him  for  taxes  and 
a few  cattle  graze  off  of  his  wooded  reserve. 
Com,  cotton  and  grain,  the  common  products 
of  the  count}',  receive  his  attention  and  many  of 
the  dollars  wdth  which  he  has  increased  the  size 
of  his  farm  have  been  received  from  this  source. 

July  20,  1877,  Mr.  Shields  married,  in  Frank- 
lin county.  Miss  Leona  Shear,  a daughter  of 
Jesse  Shear,  a native  of  Texas.  Mr.  Shear  mar- 
ried a Miss  Coats,  and  of  their  children  Mrs. 
Shields  is  one,  James,  who  died  in  Franklin 
county,  Texas;  Sidney,  who  re.sides  in  that  coun- 
ty; and  Leona,  who  was  born  in  1858.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Shields’  children  are:  Je.sse  W.,  who  mar- 
ried Myrtle  Weir  and  lives  near  his  father; 
Emma,  wife  of  William  Riggs,  died  in  1904; 
John,  married  Ida  Dickson  and  resides  in  Jack 
county  with  issue ; Ora,  deceased,  and  Clyde ; 
and  Olivia,  wife  of  Herbert  Oich. 

WILLIAM  J.  FLOWERS.  The  m.ail  serv- 
ice of  the  village  of  Chico  and  its  rur.al  com- 
munity is  being  presided  over  by  the  gentleman 
named  in  the  introduction  to  this  article.  While 
he  was  for  seventeen  years  identified  with  the 
agricultural  interests  of  the  locality  actively,  his 
standing  as  a citizen  and  his  political  qualifica- 
tions commended  him  to  the  patrons  of  the 
Chico  office  and  his  appointment  as  postmaster 
was  made  by  the  department  July  25,  1900,  and 
he  took  charge  at  once  and  soon  became  a citi- 
zen of  the  town. 

Mr.  Flow’ers  was  born  in  Gibson  countv.  Ten- 


nessee, November  18,  1833,  a son  of  John 
Flowers,  who  went  there  with  his  parents  a youth 
and  died  in  1850.  The  latter  was  born  in  Simp- 
son county.  North  Carolina,  in  1812.  of  parents 
Henry  and  Dicy  (llarfieldl  Flowers.  pei>ple 
of  English  e.xtraction  and  tillers  of  the  soil,  whose 
other  children  were:  Wiley,  fllake,  Edward; 

Annie,  wife  of  Ben  Keene;  Polly,  who  mar- 
ried M.  S.  Wilks ; and  Dicy,  wdio  never  married. 
The  father  lived  to-  an  advanced  age  and  died 
in  1854,  while  the  mother’s  death  occurred  about 
1840. 

John  Flowers  passed  through  life  a.s  a farmer 
and  became  a man  of  means  and  standing  in  his 
community.  He  married  Margaret  Gregor}-.  v\ho 
died  in  1854,  and  Thomas  J.,  who  died  at  Chico 
in  1903,  was  their  second  child,  W’illiam  J.,  our 
subject,  being  the  first.  Then  followed  .Martha, 
who  died  in  Green  county,  .'Xrkansas,  as  the  wife 
of  James  Dickson : Dicy,  who  lives  with  her 
brother  of  this  review-;  Mary  C'.,  wife  of  B.  A. 
'Keene,  of  Tennessee;  Adaline,  wife  of  T).  F. 
Halliburton,  of  Tennes.see;  Maggie,  w-idow  of 
Robert  Wiley,  of  Teimessee ; Sarah,  Mrs.  R. 
Sikes,  of  Chico,  Texas;  Malinda,  who  married 
J.  W.  Boyett  and  lives  in  Tennessee;  and  Lu- 
cinda, who  lives  in  her  native  state  as  Mrs.  Brad 
Halford. 

The  log  cabin  schoolhouse  with  puncheon 
benches,  the  goosequill  pen  and  old  bluehack 
Web.stcr  were  the  things  M'illiam  J.  Flow-ers  had 
to  do  with  while  getting  an  education.  In  those 
days  almost  any  book  of  history  was  used  as  a 
te.xt  book,  the  life  of  Davy-  Crockett  coming 
for  a share  of  popularity  among  the  pupils.  He 
put  in  his  summers  ahvays  in  the  field  and  never 
missed  a crop  and  made  his  home  under  the  par- 
ental roof  until  he  established  a home  of  his 
own.  He  lived  in  the  proverbial  log  cabin  for 
some  years  atid  was  undisturbed  in  the  quiet  of 
his  home,  save  for  the  troubles  of  the  Civil  war 
period  when  conditions  occasionally  forced  his 
retirement  to  the  brush  to  evade  the  conscript 
officer  of  the  Davis  government.  While  the 
county  w-here  he  lived  was  almost  wholl}  dis- 
union he  remained  true  to  the  stars  and  .stripes. 

He  left  Tennes.see  in  January,  1884,  and  pur- 
chased an  eighty  acre  tract  of  Ccs'ke  county  school 
land  which  he  improved  and  was  identified  with 
till  his  removal  to  Chico  to  become  postmaster 
of  the  place.  In  the  office  he  succeeded  Mr.  L. 
Williams  and  his  granddaughter.  Ora  Flowers, 
is  his  assistant  and  chief  of  staff. 

Februarv'  26,  T857,  Mr.  Flowers  married  Susan 
.-\.  Sims,  a daughter  of  James  T.  Sims,  middle 
I'enncssee  folks.  Mrs.  Flower.s  passed  away  in 
Chico  February  14,  1905.  Their  married  life. 
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ex'tending  o\cr  ;i  period  of  nearly  a half  century, 
wn.s  rich  in  the  associations  and  fruits  of  united 
effort,  and  by  her  fidelity  and  Christian  helpful- 
ness she  was  and  is  still  remembered  as  a woman 
worthy  of  re.spcct  and  veneration.  She  was  the 
mother  of  William  H..  of  W’i.se  eounty,  who  mar- 
ried Josie  Crocker,  and  has  children ; Ora,  Hen- 
r\"  .\!..  Connie,  Edgar,  Annie,  Ruby,  Nolia,  Bes- 
sie. Armon  and  Glenn. 

Air.  Flowers  became  a Republican  during  the 
war  period,  voted  the  ticket  from  Grant  to  Roose- 
velt and  grows  daily  stronger  in  the  faith.  He 
was  made  a Blue  Lodge  Mason  in  1873  and  has 
long  been  a member  of  the  Baptist  church. 

RE\  . \V.  H.  FTTTS.  The  business  and  pro- 
fessional activity  of  Rev.  W.  H.  Fitts  has  touched 
many  lines  and  his  life  of  usefulness  is  crowned 
with  the  honor  that  is  always  accorded  in  recog- 
nition of  high  principles,  of  manly  and  sincere 
action  and  of  tmselfish  devotion  to  the  general 
good.  He  made  a creditable  military  record 
as  a soldier  of  the  Confederate  army  and  is  now 
known  as  a leading  farmer  of  western  Texas,  as 
proprietor  of  the  Travelers'  Hotel  of  Belcher 
and  as  a minister  of  the  Methodist  church.  He 
was  bom  in  Lee  county,  Virginia,  November 
It.  1841,  his  parents  being  Cornelius  and  Sarah 
(Randolph)  Fitts.  The  F'itts  family  were  early 
settlers  of  Virginia  and  were  of  Irish  lineage. 

Cornelius  Fitts  was  reared  in  the  Old  Domin- 
ion and  there  spent  his  entire  life,  becoming  a 
well  known  farmer  and  slave  owner  of  Lee  coun- 
ty. He  attained  wealth  through  the  judicious 
u.se  of  his  opportunities  and  was  recognized  as 
one  of  the  influential  and  representative  men  of 
his  community.  Politically  he  was  an  old-line 
M'hig  and  a supporter  of  Clay,  and  during  the 
campaigns  he  u.sed  his  aid  and  influence  for  the 
furtherance  of  party  successes  but  never  aspired 
to  office  himself.  At  the  time  of  the  Civil  war 
he  advocated  the  Union  cause  and  opposed  seces- 
sion but  was  unable  physically  to  take  any  active 
part  in  the  war.  Ilis  family,  however,  were 
divided  on  this  issue  and  he  had  sons  in  both  the 
non  hern  and  .southern  armies.  After  the  close  of 
hostilities  all  returned  home  and  the  same  friend- 
ly relations  between  brother  and  brother  were  re- 
sumed that  had  been  known  prior  to  their  es- 
pousal of  the  Union  and  Confederate  causes  re- 
■^pectively.  The  famil\-  home  was  in  the  path  of 
the  comendiug  armies  and  the  troops  carried  off 
the  stock  and  other  property  of  Mr.  Fitts,  leav- 
ing tlie  farm  bare,  and  this  together  with  the 
los.s  of  the  slaves  greatly  reduced  the  value  of 
the  estate.  The  neutral  position  which  Mr.  Fitts 
maimained  liruught  many  threats  against  hi.s 


personal  safety  but  he  was  never  molested.  He 
did  not  live  to  see  the  return  of  peace,  however, 
but  died  in  the  winter  of  1864  and  ’65.  He  was 
a man  of  quiet  maimer,  yet  social  and  genial 
disposition,  was  charitable  and  liberal  in  his  views 
and  possessed  a kindly'  spirit  and  helpful  disposi- 
tion that  made  him  beloved  by  all  with  whom  he 
came  in  contact.  His  widow,  a native  of  North 
Carolina,  survived  him  for  a number  of  years  and 
remained  upon  the  old  homestead  until  her  death, 
which  occurred  in  1880.  She  was  a daughter  of 
Wilbur  Randolph,  a minister  of  the  Missionary 
Baptist  church  and  a leading  farmer,  wffio  had 
a wide  and  favorable  acquaintance  in  the  locali- 
ty where  he  made  his  home.  His  death  occurred 
prior  to  the  Civil  war.  In  his  family  were  seven 
children;  Wilbur.  Jr.,  William,  Stanton,  Brooks, 
Mrs.  Sarah  Fitts,  Mrs.  Lovey  Muncie,  and  Mrs. 
Polly  Fletcher. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cornelius  Fitts  became  the  par- 
ents of  nine  children:  Andrew;  Frankie,  the 

wife  of  T.  Coleman;  Susie,  the  wife  of  A.  Cole- 
man; James,  wdio  served  in  the  Federal  army; 
Henry,  who  died  while  serving  in  the  Alexican 
war;  Alartha,  the  wife  of  Joseph  I’arkcr.  who 
was  a Union  man  and  was  killed  by  bush-wdiack- 
ers;  John,  a farmer;  W.  H.,  of  this  review;  and 
Brook,  who  was  in  the  Federal  army  and  was 
captured  by'  rebels,  after  w’hich  he  was  never 
heard  from  again. 

Rev.  W.  H.  Fitts,  whose  name  introduces  this 
review,  attended  the  common  schools  in  his  home 
locality  and  was  reared  upon  the  old  home  fann 
there,  remaining  under  the  parental  roof  until 
his  marriage.  It  was  on  the  13th  of  June,  1859, 
that  he  was  joined  in  wedlock  to  Miss  Eliza  J. 
Anderson,  a native  of  Cumberland  Gap,  Virginia. 
Through  many  years  she  has  been  a worthv  wife 
and  good  helpmate  to  him.  Her  parents  were 
Joseph  and  Mary'  Anderson,  both  natives  of  Vir- 
ginia. Her  father,  a blacksmith  by'  trade,  pre- 
ferred to  live  the  life  of  a quiet,  plain  mechanic 
without  aspiration  for  office  or  public  notoriety 
but  his  genuine  personal  worth  gained  him  thor- 
ough res[X'ct,  his  integrity  and  honor  being  above 
reproach.  Both  he  and  his  wife  died  in  Virginia, 
where  they'  had  lived  as  faithful  members  of  the 
Alethodisl  church.  They  had  but  three  children; 
Eliza  J.,  now  Airs.  Fitts ; John,  who  served  in  the 
Confederate  anuy ; and  Alaggie  D.,  the  wife  of  G. 
Flenor. 

At  the  time  of  their  marriage  Air.  and  Airs. 
Fitts  began  their  domestic  life  upon  a farm  and 
to  its  improvement  he  devoted  his  energies  until 
l86t,  when  he  raised  a company  for  service  in 
the  Confederate  army,  of  which  he  was  made 
captain.  This  was  Ct'inpany  K -of  the  Sixty- 
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fourth  \'irgitiia  Cavalr}'.  He  served  through- 
out the  period  of  hostilities  with  Lee's  Anny  of 
\'irginia  and  surrendered  the  - remnant  of  his 
company  to  Colonel  Dillard  at  Cumberland  Gap. 
At  first  he  had  one  hundred  and  twenty-five 
men  and  at  a later  date,  when  Captain  Tyler  de- 
serted his  company  belonging  to  the  same  regi- 
ment and  joined  the  federal  army,  the , two  com- 
panies consolidated,  with  Captain  Intts  in  com- 
mand of  both.  He  thus  had  charge  of  two  hun- 
dred and  fifty  men  at  the,  beginning  of  the  war 
but  less  than  half  of  that  number  returned  home 
at  the  close  of  hostilities.  Captain  Fitts  had 
a battle  with  a squad  of  Federalists  at  the  old 
homestead,  who  were  foraging  from  his  father’s 
granaries.  One  of  the  captain's  brothers  was 
on  the  Federal  side  and  after  the  smoke  of  the 
guns  had  cleared  away  Captain  Fitts  found  that 
he  had  succeeded  in  making  prisoners  of  all 
but  his  brother,  wdiom  he  learned  afterward  had 
hid  him.self  under  the  barn  floor.  Captain  Fitts 
captured  the  entire  squad,  also  the  mules  and ' 
wagons.  The  only  man  who  escajred  was  his 
brother,  who,  however,  was  later  captured  by  the 
Confederates  and  as  stated  was  never  heard  from 
^ain.  Captain  Fitts  was  a valued  soldier,  always 
on  duty  in  the  front  ranks  and  his  own  bravery 
inspired  his  men.  He  bore  unflinchingly  the 
hardships  and  exposure  of  war  and  was  almost 
daily  in  skirmishes  and  participated  in  many 
of  the  most  hotly  contested  battles  of  Lee's 
army.  He  had  one  horse  killed  from  under  him 
and  he  was  grazed  b}'  several  bullets  but  was 
never  seriously  injured  nor  was  he  captured. 
His  compam-  was  known  throughout  the  army 
as  the  Coon  Dog  company  with  a splendid  repu- 
tation for  fighting. 

Following  the  clo.se  of  the  wnr  Captain  Fitts 
returned  to  his  home  and  family  and  resumed  his 
farming  operations,  in  which  he  was  quite  suc- 
cessful, maintaining  his  residence  in  the  Old  Do- 
minion until  181S1.  when  he  emigrated  to  Texas, 
first  locating  in  Collin  count}',  where  he  rented 
a farm  for  two  years.  He  then  bought  land  in 
Hunt  county,  whereon  he  remained  for  five  years, 
when  he  purchased  other  land,  afterward  buying 
and  selling  several  farms.  In  this  speculation  he 
tvas  fairly  successful.  In  1888  he  removed  to 
Montague  county  and  rented  farm  land  near  Red 
Ri\er  Station,  where  he  lived  for  ten  years  and 
he  bought  two  hundred  and  forty-two  acres  near 
b\’.  TTiis  was  entire!}'  wild  and  unimproved. 
While  renting  land  he  was  (|uite  successful  but 
on  one  occasion  everything  that  he  had  was  de- 
stroyed by  fire.  After  he  purchased  land  he  made 
improvements  on  the  propertv,  fencing,  the  place, 
building  a house  and  placing  his  fields  under 


cultivation.  He  was  making  satisfactory  prog- 
ress when  in  1897  a cyclone  destroyed  almost 
everytliing  upon  the  farm.  The  house  was  de- 
molished together  with  its  contents,  but  the  fami- 
ly escaped.  Once  more  he  had  to  commence  busi- 
ness life  anew,  but  not  discouraged  he  hoix;fully 
t<X)k  up  tlie  task,  believing  that  he  would  be  pro- 
vided for.  Success  has  since  followed  hi.s  labors 
and  with  increased  energy  be  has  continued  the 
work  of  improving  -his  farm,  raising  many  pro- 
ducts that  provide  a good  living  for  the  family. 
He  has  had  a few  short  crops  but  no  failures 
and  he  is  now  accounted  one  of  the  substantia! 
agriculturists  of  the  community.  During  the 
first  years  he  was  paid  one  dollar  per  bushel 
for  com,  and  people  came  seventy-five  miles  to 
l>urchase  that  cereal  from  him.  VVheat  and  oats 
did  well  and  he  has  always  been  satisfied  with 
the  country  and  what  he  could  raise  here.  He 
has  found  pleasant  neighbors  and  associates 
and  has  taken  a heljiful  and  active  part  in  the 
work  of  progress  and  improvement. 

The  home  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fitts  has  been 
blessed  with  ten  interesting  children : Cornelius, 

who  is  now  a railroad  contractor  living  at  Green- 
ville, Texas;  Andrew  L.,  who  died  at  the  age  of 
four  years ; Brook  R.,  a stockman  living  in  Ok- 
laHioma ; I-'leming  W.,  who  occupies  the  old 
homestead  farm ; Joseph  P>.,  who  is  manager  of  a 
coal  mining  company  at  Pratt  City,  Alabama; 
Worth  S.  and  William  C.,  who  arc  railroad  en- 
gineers ; James  T.,  of  Rrownwood,  Texas,  who 
served  in  the  Spanish  American  war  and  in  the 
Philippines ; Mary  R.,  who  was  born  in  1880 
and  died  while  attending  Greenville  Seminary 
in  i8ci8,  having  been  a consistent  member 
of  the  Methodist  church  and  a devoted  Christian  ; 
and  A.  L.  Nearly  all  the  members  of  the  house- 
hold have  become  identified  with  the  Methodist 
church. 

Rev.  Fitts  w.as  a member  of  the  church  prior 
to  the  war  and  in  Virginia  following  the  war- 
he  was  licensed  to  pre.ach  by  the  conference  of 
Lee  county  and  has  since  been  a local  Methodist 
minister.  In  Texas  he  was  ordained  a deacon 
with  all  the  functions  of  the  office  by  Bishop 
Haytvood  of  Texarkana,  Texas.  He  has  since 
filled  various  appK>intments  and  vacancies  and  has 
ever  had  good  audiences,  for  he  is  a strong  and 
forceful  speaker,  thoroughly  in  earnest  and  there- 
fore his  pulpit  work  has  been  a power  in  the 
church.  He  has  been  frequently  called  to  marry 
couples  and  while  living  on  the  farmi  has  mar- 
ried as  many  as  seventeen  in  a single  month. 
In  1902  .\lr.  Fitts  turned  over  the  active  work 
of  the  farm  to  hi.s  siuis  and  purchased  proj>crty 
at  Belcher  with  large  grounds.  Here  he  has 
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made  additions  and  remodeled  the  house  and  has 
beautified  the  place  in  many  ways.  He  opened 
a hotel  for  the  accommodation  of  the  traveling 
public  and  with  the  assistance  of  his  estimable 
wife  now  conducts  an  excellent  ho.stelry  in  which 
all  coiners  are  made  welcome  and  comfortable. 

Rev.  Fitts  has  also  figured  prominently  in 
political  circles  as  a supporter  of  ihe  Democracy 
and  when  in  Virginia  he  served  as  deputy  sheriff 
and  constable  for  twelve  years.  Since  taking 
up  liis  abode  in  Montague  county  he  has  serveci 
as  deputy  sheriff  for  two  years  and  in  1904  he 
was  elected  justice  of  the  peace,  which  position 
he  yet  fills.  He  is  al.so  e.x-officio  notary  public 
and  is  well  qualified  to  execute  legal  papers 
of  any  kind.  For  fifteen  years  he  has  served  on 
the  school  board  and  is  now  president  of  the 
board  of  education  at  Belcher.  Mr.  Fitts  has 
ever  been  the  champion  of  right,  progress,  re- 
form and  improvement  and  his  influence  is 
strongly  given  on  the  side  of  intellectual,  material 
and  moral  advancement.  His  worth  to  the  com- 
munity is  widely  recogaiized  and  as  a representa- 
tive citizen  he  dc.scrves  mention  in  this  volume. 

DR.  CHARLES  B.  R.C1NES,  Jr.,  who  is 
engaged  in  the  practice  of  medicine  and  surgery 
at  Mineral  Wells,  was  born  in  Nacogdoches 
county,  Texas,  November  30,  1846,  his  parents 
being  Dr.  Charles  B.  and  IMary  Ann  (Poj)e) 
Raines.  The  father  was  a native  of  Virginia  and 
came  to  Texas  in  1S35,  locating  in  Brazoria 
county.  He  was  one  of  the  delegates  to  the  con- 
vention which  declared  the  independence  of 
Texas  and  secession  from  Mexico  early  in  1834. 
When  the  movement  of  secession  was  inaugurat- 
ed he  journeyed  to  'I'ennessee,  raising  a command 
of  soldiers  and  was  on  his  way  to  Texas  with 
them  when  at  New  Orleans  he  heard  of  the  bat- 
tle of  San  Jacinto  and  the  surrender  of  Santa 
Anna,  which  occurred  on  the  -’ist  of  April,  1836, 
and  accortlingly  he  disbanded  his  company  as 
they  were  then  not  needed.  Returning  to  Tenne.s- 
see  he  remained  in  that  siati;  for  a few  years  and 
about  1844  he  again  came  to  Texas.  Here  he  en- 
listed as  chief  surfeon  in  Woods’  Regiment  in 
General  Taylor’s  command  for  the  Mexican  war 
and  was  with  his  regiment  in  Mexico  during  that 
conflict.  He  died  in  1896  at  Rusk,  in  Chero- 
kee county,  having  lived  for  some  time,  however, 
w'ith  his  son.  Dr.  Raines,  in  Palo  Pinto  county, 
spemling  six  years  here.  His  life  was  devoted  to 
the  jiraclice  of  mc:dicinc  with  the  exception  of  a 
icw  years  j.irior  to  his  death,  when  he  lived  re- 
tired. He  was  one  of  the  successful  physicians 
of  his  day  an.l  localirc  and  .as  a soldier  he  was  also 
brave  and  loyal  and  there  were  in  his  life's  history 


many  elements  worthy  of  commendation.  His 
wife  was  bom  and  reared  in  Marion  county, 
Tennessee,  and  her  death  occurred  in  1863. 

Dr.  Charles  B.  Raines  was  reared  at  Rusk,  in 
Qierokee  county,  and  when  only  sixteen  3’ears 
of  age  he  enlisted  as  a member  of  Company'  A, 
Second  Texas  Cavalry,  C.  S.  A.,  commanded  by 
Charles  Pyron.  He  served  in  the  'I'rans-iMis- 
sissippi  department  in  Texas  and  Louisiana.  His 
regiment  lost  lieavily  at  the  battle  of  Thiltodaux, 
Louisiana.  In  the  latter  part  of  the  war  Dr. 
Raines  saw  service  along  the  Rio  Grande  river. 

When  hostilities  had  ceased  Dr.  Raines  re- 
turned to  Rusk  and  completed  his  education 
there.  Desiring  to  prepare  for  the  practice  of 
medicine  he  attended  medical  lectures  at  the 
l.Miversity  of  Imuisiana,  now  'J’ulane  University, 
and  when  he  had  prepared  for  his  chosen  profes- 
sion he  became  a student  in  Louisville  Medical 
College,  where  he  was  graduated  in  1871.  Im- 
mediately afterward  he  came  to  western  Texas, 
establishing  his  home  at  Weatherford,  Parker 
county,  in  Juh'  of  that  year.  In  the  following 
May  he  located  for  practice  in  Palo  Pinto,  Palo 
Pinto  county,  at  that  time  being  the  center 
of  the  Indian  wars  and  depredations  that  oc- 
curred in  western  Texas  from  1865  until  1874. 
The  records  show  that  Dr.  Raines  was  in  sev- 
eral fights  against  the  Indians  that  took  place 
in  this  county.  After  his  arrival  here  he  was 
commissioned  by  Governor  E.  T.  Davis  to  raise 
a cnmpan\’,  but  he  turned  this  responsibilitj'  over 
to  Captain  W.  C.  MciVdam,  who  lives  in  the 
north  part  of  Palo  Pinto  county.  However,  he 
did  not  shirk  his  part  of  the  fight  but,  as  men- 
tioned above,  took  part  in  man}'  engagements  and 
did  everything  in  hi.s  pov.'er  to  protect  the  rights 
of  the  frontier  settlers. 

Dr.  Raines  lived  at  Palo  Pinto  for  ten  years 
and  then  came  to  Mineral  Wells,  where  he  has 
since  made  his  home.  He  is  a successful  physi- 
cian and  surgeon  of  large  practice  and  e.xperi- 
ence,  with  due  regard  to  a high  standard  of  pro- 
fessional ethics.  He  keeps  in  touch  with  the  ad- 
vance of  thought  and  growing  efficiency  of  the 
profession,  his  reading  and  investigation  continu- 
ally broadening  his  knowledge  and  promoting 
his  skill.  He  belongs  to  the  county,  state  and 
American  medical  societies,  and  to  the  Northwest 
Texas  Medical  Association,  having  at  one  time 
been  president  of  the  last  named. 

Dr.  Raines  was  married  to  Mrs.  Maggie  L. 
Wilson,  former!}'  Miss  Maggie  L.  Loving,  a sis- 
ter of  George  B.  Loving  and  a daughter  of  Oliver 
Loving,  who  was  killed  b}-  the  Indians  on  the 
Pecos  river,  in  western  Texas.  The  Loving  fam- 
ily are  prominent  as  pioneers  and  cattlemen  in 
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the  western  part  of  the  Lone  Star  state..  Dr. 
and  Mrs.  Raines  have  a large  circle  of  friends, 
enjoying  the  ho.spitality  of  many  of  the  best 
homes  of  the  county.  He  belongs  to  the  Benevo- 
lent and  Protective  Order  of  Elks.  His  atten- 
tion, however,  is  chiefly  given  to  his  professional 
duties,  which  are  many,  for  his  skill  and  ability 
have  secured  him  a liberal  and  constantly  grow- 
ing patronage. 

W.  E.  ANTHONY,  a pioneer  of  Saint  Jo, 
Texas,  who  has  been  prominently  identified 
wdth  the  development  and  progress  of  the 
county,  was  born  in  Georgia,  August  25,  1841, 
and  was  reared  to  farm  pursuits,  which  claimed' 
his  attention  when  he  was  not  occupied  with 
the  duties  of  the  school  room.  His  parents 
were  Mark  and  Mary'  (Montgomery)  Anthony, 
both  of  whom  were  natives  of  Georgia.  . The 
grandfather,  Lewis  Anthony-,  was  a farmer, 
who  died  in  Georgia,  and  his  children  were 
Mark,  Richard  and  Samuel,  the  last  named 
a prominent  Methodist  minister  and  the  presi- 
dent of  Americus  College. 

Mark  Anthony  was  reared  in  the  state  of  his 
nativity  and  after  his  marriage  began  farming 
on  his  ow'n  accounL  continuing  his  residence 
in  Georgia  up  to  the  time  of  his  death,  which 
occurred  in  1844.  He  had  no  aspiration  for 
public  office,  but  was  content  to  devote  his 
time  and  energies  to  his  agricultural  pursuits 
and  to  his  work  as  a member  of  the  Methodist 
church.  He  was  one  of  its  leaders  and  filled 
various  offices  within  the  gift  of  the  church, 
being  most  devoted  to  its  work  and  upbuilding. 
His  fidelity  to  principle  and  his  upright  man- 
hood gained  him  the  respect  and  honor  of  all 
with  w’hom  he  was  associated.  His  wife  sur- 
vived him,  afterward  removed  to  Alabama  and 
subsequently-  came  to  Texas  with  her  son,  W. 
E.  Anthony-,  with  whom  she  found  a good 
home  throughout  the  remainder  of  her  day-s. 
She  was  a daughter  of  Robert  Montgomery  of 
Georgia,  who  w-as  a well  known  agriculturist 
and  slave  owner  there,  remaining  in  that  state 
until  his  death.  He  was  very  popular  in  his 
home  locality  and  was  regarded  as  a leader  in 
public  affairs  of  his  community.  His  wife 
was  an  earnest  Christian  woman,  belonging  to 
the  Methodist  church.  To  that  worthy  couple 
were  bom  eleven  children : John,  James,  Wil- 
liam, Cicero,  Nancy,  Sally,  Elizabeth,  Amanda, 
A.nna,  Louisa  and  Mary. 

The  last  named  became  the  wife  of  Mark 
Anthony  and  by-  this  marriage  there  w-ere  eight 
children:  Elizabeth  A.,  who  became  Mrs. 

Keets  and  after  his  death  married  J.  Roberts; 


Robert,  who  died  in  ihe  army;  John,  w'ho  en- 
tered the  Confederate  service  from  Texas  at 
the  beginning  of  the  war  and  tvas  never  heard 
from  again  until  1904.  when  W.  E.  Anthony- 
learned  of  his  whereabouts  and  visited  him  in 
this'  state;  Nancy,  who  died  in  childhood; 
James,  who  served  throughout  the  war  and  is 
now  in  Atlanta,  Gtxtrgia  ; Mrs.  \manda  iilount ; 
W.  E..  of  this  review;  .and  Chappie,  who  was 
killed  in  the  battle  of'Baker’s  Creek,  while  serv- 
ing in  the  Confederate  army-.  Four  of  the  num- 
ber are  y-et  living.  The  mother  reared  her  chil- 
dren in  a most  creditable  manner  and  in  her  last 
day-s  found  a good  home  with  her  son,  W.  E. 
Anthony,  and  others  of  the  family-,  her  death, 
occurring  in  this  county-  in  1878. 

W\  E.  Anthony  was  born  and  reared  in 
Georgia  and  subsequent  to  his  father’s  death 
assisted  his  mother  in  the  management  of  her 
business  affairs  until  1861.  He  then  responded 
to  the  call  of  the  Confederacy  for  soldiers  and 
jbined  tlie  field  artillery,  first  under  Captain 
Yeiser  and  later  under  Captain  Corpit,  with 
whom  he  continued  until  the  close  of  the  w-ar. 
His  battery  was  attached  to  the  army-  of  the 
Tennessee  and  he  participated  in  most  of  the 
engagements  fought  in  the  state  of  Tenne.ssee. 
lie  was  captured  in  Bakers  Cpeek  fight  together 
with  many  fithers  and  was  sent  to  Camp  Mor- 
ton at  Indianapolis,  Indi.ana,  and  afterward  tf) 
Fort  Delaware,  remaining  there  for  three  months, 
when  he  was  exchanged.  He  then  joined  his 
command  at  Stone  Mountain,  Georgia,  and  the 
first  engagement  in  which  he  aftertvard  partic- 
ipated was  at  Chattancxjga.  He  was  later  in  the 
engagement  of  L(X>kout  Mountain  and  after  the 
battle  retreated  to  Atlanta,  passing  all  through 
the  siege  there.  I.ater  he  was  at  Nashville  and 
.subsequently-  returned  to  South  Carolina,  be- 
ing in  many-  of  the  movements  of  the  army  in  that 
state  as  well  as  at  Salisbury,  North  Carolina. 
At  that  place  he  was  again  captured,  hut  hv  hi.« 
ingenuity  managed  to  slip  away  from  the  guard 
and  make  his  escape.  Three  months  after  the 
close  of  the  war  he  received  his  parole.  He 
was  alway-s  on  active  duty-  at  the  front  and  he 
saw  hard  service  and  hore  many-  deprivations 
such  as  are  meted  out  to  a soldier.  Subsequently 
he  returned  home  and  found  his  mother  with- 
out help,  for  the  shaves  had  gone  and  she  had 
no  one  to  assist  her.  He  then  resumed  farming 
and  remained  in  Georgia  for  four  y-cars. 

In  1870  Mr.  Anthony  removed  to  Texas, 
settling  in  Montague  county  before  Saint  Jo 
had  been  platted.  He  bought  land  on  Moun- 
tain Creek,  seven  miles  from  the  present  site 
of  Saint  Jo.  He  found  few  settlers  in  the 
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localiiy  ami  was  a pioneer  settler  of  the  typical 
type,  having  to  bra\  e the  harcLships  and  trials 
inci<lcnt  to  life  in  a frontier  district.  lie  cut  logs, 
had  the  lumber  sawed  and  built  a house  and  in 
the  course  of  time  was  placing  his  land  under 
culti\  atii  >n,  his  labors  proving  that  farming  was 
not  an  unsuccessful  experiment,  but  could  be 
made  a profitable  and  permanent  industry.  For 
six  3'ears  he  successfully  conducted  his  land  and 
then  sold  out,  at  which  time  he  removed  to  a 
farm  about  five  miles  north  of  Saint  Jo,  pur- 
chasing a tract  of  land  on  which  he  built  the 
first  cotton  gin  in  this  localitj".  continuing  its 
ojieration  for  ten  years.  He  also  carried  on 
blacksmi thing,  for  there  were  few  mechanics  in 
the  locality  and  customers  came  to  him  from 
tw'enty  miles  around.  He  likewise  placed  his 
land  under  cultivation,  carried  on  farming  to 
some  extent  and  was  the  pioneer  ginner  in  his 
localit}'.  In  1SS8  he  sold  out  and  came  to  Saint 
Jo,  where  he  bought  a gin  surrounded  by  a tract 
of  six  acres.  This  he  conducted  for  ten  years, 
when  he  once  more  disposed  of  his  gin  ana  then 
bought  a farm,  to  which  he  removed,  continu- 
ing its  cultivation  for  a few  j’ears.  He  then 
again  became  owner  of  the  cotton  gin  at  Saint 
Jo  and  3'ct  retains  it  in  his  possession  together 
with  the  six  acres  of  land,  on  which  he  has 
erected  a commodious  residence.  He  j’Ct  con- 
ducts the  gin  and  does  some  farming,  but  has 
abandoned  blaeksmithing.  The  capacity  of  the 
gin  is  sixty-three  bales  per  daj'  and  it  is  well 
erjuipiied  with  modern  machinery,  thoroughly 
up  to  date  in  evert'  particular. 

In  Mr.  Anthony  was  united  in  marriage 
to  Miss  Elizabeth  Jones,  an  estimable  lady, 
w'ho  has  proved  an  excellent  helpmate  to  her 
husband.  She  was  born  in  Denton  county, 
Texas.  October  8,  1857.  a daughter  of  Jackson 
and  Ruth  (Wisdom)  Jones  of  Tennessee,  wdio 
removed  from  that  state  to  klis.souri  and  later 
to  Texas.  Thet'  were  pioneer  residents  of  the 
I , one  Star  state  and  settled  in  Kaufman  count}’, 
where  Mr.  Jones  developed  and  improved  a 
farm,  but  later  he  disposed  of  his  property  there 
and  tc>ok  uj)  his  abode  in  Denton  county,  where  he 
.iHo  ojvncd  up  a grvdl  farm.  In  1870  he  removed 
to  Montague  county,  settling  north  of  Saint 
Jo,  w here  he  improved  a third  farm.  Later  he 
rciUed  hi.s  land  and  retired  to  Saint  Jo,  where 
he  dic'l  in  April,  IfiO.'l,  at  the  advanced  age  of 
c:ight\-  two  ye.'irs.  He  was  a -I'eteran  of  the 
MeNic.'in  war  and  aLo  of  the  rebellion  and  was 
ill  the  One  Hundred  anil  Sixteenth  Regiment, 
wherein  he  displated  the  valor  and  loyalty 
which  always  characterized  him  in  his  relation 
t<  am  cause  that  he  espoused,  fie  was  a 


staunch  Democrat,  but  without  desire  or  aspira- 
tion for  the  honors  and  emoluments  of  office. 
He  IxTlonged  to  tlte  Methodist  church  and  was 
ever  most  loyal  in  his  advocacy  of  its  teachings. 
His  wife,  who  died  in  1897  at  the  age  of  sixty- 
three  years,  was  a daughter  of  Thomas  Wis- 
<iom  of  Tennessee,  who  died  in  Missouri,  where 
he  was  well  knotvn  as  a prominent  and  highly 
respected  man.  His  children  were;  David, 
William,  Thomas,  Pollard,  Elizabetli,  Mar- 
garet, .Sarah  and  Ruth.  The  brotliers  and  sisters 
of  Jackson  Jones  were:  James,  William,  John, 
Robert,  Wisdom,  Cynthia  and  Mary.  To  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Jackson  Jones  were  born  the  follow- 
ing sons  and  daughters ; Mrs.  Cynthia  Bron- 
son; Thomas,  of  .Arizona;  Newton,  who  is 
living  in  Jackson  county,  Texas;  Mrs.  Elizabeth 
.Anthony;  Mrs.  Esther  Mitchell:  Carroll,  who  is 
living  in  Jack  county,  Texas;  Mrs.  Mina  Ru- 
dolph; Mrs.  Sarah  J.  Shanklin;  John,  of  Mexi- 
co; and  Mrs.  Molly  Beilis.  All  are  yet  living 
and  with  one  exception  all  are  married. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Anthony  have  a family  of 
eleven  children:  Chappie,  who  married  Miss 

Maggie  M'haley;  Ophelia,  the  wife  of  William 
Broome:  Ada,  the  wife  of  Theodore  Whaley; 
Maud,  Newton,  Belva,  May,  Mable,  Alice, 
Mark  and  Scott,  all  yet  with  their  parents. 

Mr.  Anthony  exercises  his  right  of  franchise 
in  support  of  the  men  and  measures  of  the 
Democracy.  He  has  seen  the  development  of 
Saint  Jo  and  all  the  surrounding  country.  There 
has  been  but  one  Indian  raid  since  he  settled  in 
this  part  of  the  state  and  he  did  not  suffer  any 
loss  at  that  time.  He  has  enjoyed  good  health, 
has  been  well  pleased  with  the  country  and  in 
his  business  affairs  has  prospered.  He  is  well 
known  as  the  ginner  of  Saint  Jo  and  as  a public 
spirited  citizen  devoted  to  the  welfare  and 
progress  of  his  community. 

P.  B.ARRETT  PEN^NEA',  who  has  served  in 
the  office  of  sheriff  of  Lubbock  county  since 
1002,  is  an  old  and  tried  plainsman,  who  in  his 
connection  with  the  cattle  industry  has  been  all 
over  West  Texas  and  seen  and  participated  in 
nearly  all  the  phases  of  its  varied  life  during 
the  past  twentv  vears.  A man  of  great  personal 
courage  and  often  demonstratetl  physical  prow- 
ess. of  known  integrity  and  honesty,  and  with 
hro.ad  experience  of  men  and  affairs  in  this  sec- 
tion of  the  state,  he  has  naturally  proved  a most 
excellent  incuml>ent  of  his  present  office  and  has 
been  an  influential  figure  in  whatever  department 
of  activity  he  has  engaged. 

Born  in  Bartow  county,  Georgia,  December 
14,  i860,  be  is  a son  of  two  well  known  and  hon- 
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ored  citizens  of  Lubbock,  William  E.  and  Mar- 
tha (Barrett)  Penney.  His  father,  who  \va.s  bom 
near  Cross  Hill,  South  Carolina,  October  27, 
1843.  the  age  of  seven  years  accompanied 
his  parents  to  Bartow  county,  Georgia,  where  was 
located  the  home  farm  and  where  he  grew  iq)  to 
manhood.  In  1861  he  enlisted  in  the  Confe<lerate 
amiy,  at  first  being  in  the  Eighteenth  Georgia 
Regiment,  but  later  was  taken  t)Ut  of-  that  regi- 
ment and  detailed  for  duty  in  the  defense  of 
Fort  McCrea,  Florida,  five  cftmpanies  con.sti— 
tuting  the  garrison.  He  was  tliere  during  the 
bombardment  of  the  fort,  which  was  kept  up  for 
forty-eight  hours.  Later  he  w^as  in  tlie  regular 
field  servuce  in  Mississippi  and  Tennessee,  and 
among  other  engagements  participated  at  Shiloh, 
Murfreesboro,  Chickamauga.  He  was  in  the 
arm}'  until  the  war  closed,  when  he  retu,rned  to 
Bartow'  county,  Georgia,  and  w'as  a fanner  there 
until  1876,  in  which  year  he  came  out  to  Texas. 
He  lived  tw'elve  years  in  Washington  county, 
and  then  ten  y'ears  in  Brown  county,  and  in' 
April,  1898,  he  and  his  wife  and  younger  chil- 
dren moved  out  to  Lubbock,  Lubbock  county, 
which  has  since  been  their  home.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
William  E.  Penney  have  ten  children  living, 
having  lost  only  one  son  by'  death,  namely, 
Lawrence,  w'ho  died  at  .Sedalia,  Missouri,  in- 
directly as  a result  of  exposure  while  serving  as 
a volunteer  soldier  during  the  F'ilipino  insurrec- 
tion. Besides  P.  Barrett  there  are  five  other 
sons,  all  of  whom  are  in  business  in  Lubbock, 
they  being  R.  T„  J.  S.,  R.  E„  E.  B.  and  John  E. 
There  are  four  daughters;  Mrs.  Bettie  Young, 
Mrs.  Willie  Stokes,  i\Irs.  Rosabelle  Royalty  and 
^Tiss  Mabel. 

Mr.  Barrett  Penney  was  reared  on  his  father’s 
farm,  and  spent  the  first  twenty  years  of  his  life 
at  home,  and  from  then  on  until  he  was  elected 
sheriff  of  Lubbock  county  he  was  a plainsman 
in  western  Texas.  He  took  naturally  to  the 
cattle  business  from  his  boyhood,  and  upon  com- 
ing west  he  followed  the  occupation  of  a cow 
puncher,  working  as  such  on  a number  of  the 
old-time  big  ranches  in  western  Texas,  princi- 
pally in  the  San  Angelo  country'  and  along  the 
Western  division  of  the  Texas  and  Pacific  Rail- 
way. In  the  spring  of  1894  he  was  appointed 
manager  of  the  Oxsheer  ranch  in  Hockley  coun- 
ty. Later  he  became  manager  of  tlie  S ranch 
in  Cochran  county',  owned  by'  Colonel  Charles 
C.  Slaughter,  of  Dallas.  Having  become  well 
knowm  in  this  plains  country  through  many  y'ears’ 
experience,  he  was  the  popular  and  successful 
candidate  for  the  office  of  sheriff  in  1902,  and 
in  1904  was  again  a successful  candidate.  The 
duties  of  tax  collector  are  also  exercised  by'  the 
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sheriff,  and  the  two  as  yet  unorganized  counties 
of  Hockley  and  Ctxhran  are  attached  to  Lub- 
bock for  judicial  pnr|K).ses,  so  that  the  range  and 
quantity  of  his  work  is  large  and  his  is  one  of  tlie 
most  responsible  adinini.stralive  offices  of  the 
county. 

Mr,  Penney  was  married  at  I.ubbock  to  iMiss 
Blanche  Taylor,  who  was  Ijorn  in  Denver.  Col- 
orado. but  was  reared  in  Texas.  .Mr.  Penney 
affiliates  with  the  Masonic  order. 

JOHN  EDWARD  MORRISON.  In  the 
realm  of  dome.stic  commerce  in  Young  county 
the  name  of  John  E.  Morrison  stands  conspicu- 
ou.sly  prominent  as  a leader  and  is  synonymous 
with  progress,  energy,  thrift  and  success.  As 
a farmer  and  merchant  he  has  e.xerci.sed  that  in- 
tense zeal  and  enthusiasm  which  marks  the  thrif- 
ty man  of  business  and  as  a citizen  his  towns- 
men recognize  in  him  a high-minded,  thorough- 
going, versatile  and  Christian  gentleman.  The 
first  seven  years  of  his  life  in  Young  county  Mr. 
Morrison  spent  with  stock  and  as  a tiller  of  the 
soil.  Having  been  trained  in  y'outh  and  early 
manhood  as  a merchant  the  longing  for  his  first 
love  possessed  him  and  forccil  his  return  to  the 
counter.  In  1883  he  joined  S.  B.  Street  and 
opened  a f^'rocery'  store  on  the  north  side  of  the 
square.  'I'wo  years  later  dry  goods  were  added 
ami  after  .several  years  the  firm  of  Mor- 
rison. Street  and  Company  dissolved  and 
i\Ir.  iMorrison  took  his  sons  into  partner- 
ship with  him,  calling  the  firm  John  E. 
Morrison  and  Company'.  To  his  stock  of 
general  merchandise  the  firm  has  e.xjiandod 
and  added  department  after  department  until 
it  includes  undertaking,  lumber  and  cotton  gin- 
ning, and  has  grown  to  be  the  chief  establishment 
of  a mercantile  character  in  the  county  and  a peer 
of  any  in  northwest  Texas.  The  firm  of  John 
E.  Morrison  and  Company  has  been  a growth 
from  a modest  single  enterpri.se  to  a vast  estab- 
lishment whose  capital  represents  a modest  for- 
tune and  is  the  creature  of  an  ambition  which 
business  limits  alone  can  curb.  Its  directing  force 
has  been  a trained,  methodical  and  sagacious 
mind  and  its  sustaining  power  has  been  a con- 
fiding and  kiyal  jjublic  jialronage. 

The  state  of  iMississippi  was  Mr.  Morrison's 
birthplace  and  he  was  born  in  Fayette  county', 
October  18.  1848.  a .son  of  John  P.  and  a grand- 
son of  Robert  Morrison,  the  former  bom  in 
Dallas  county,  Alabama,  and  the  latter  in  South 
Carolina.  Robert  Morrison  was  born  in  1768, 
came  w'est  to  Dallas  county,  Alabama,  after  being 
grown  and  w’as  a planter  there  many  years.  He 
reared  the  following  children  and  died  in  La- 
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Fayette  county,  IMississijjpi,  in  1865.  His  chil- 
dren: Edwin,  Harv'ey,  William,  John  P.,  Rob- 

ert. Polly,  who  married  Henry  Gilmer,  Cynthia, 
who  became  the  wife  of  Washton  Orr,  Elizabeth, 
who  married  Jc>hn  Gilmer,  and  Jennie,  wife  of 
Robert  Waugh.  Grandfather  Morrison  was  of 
SctAch-lrish  blood. 

John  P.  -Morrison  was  born  in  1819  and 
reached  maturity  on  his  father’s  Alabama  plan- 
tation. The  private  schools  common  to  that 
da\  gave  him  his  education  and  he  first  mar- 
ried Miss  Underwood,  who  died  in  Alabama, 
leaving  a daughter.  Mary',  who  married  Colonel 
Roane  and  died  at  Grenada,  IMi.s.sissippi.  For 
his  second  wife  he  chose  Martha  Kimmons,  a 
daughter  of  John  Kimmons,  who  settled  there 
from  Charlotte,  North  Carolina.  This  union  was 
productive  of  Anna,  of  Sugdon,  Indian  Territory, 
wife  of  Henry  Davidson;  Cordelia,  who  died  at 
nine  years ; Emma,  who  passed  away  at  Graham 
in  1905,  as  the  wife  of  E.  B.  Nonnan;  and  Jolin 
E.,  who  was  the  second  child. 

The  vocation  of  John  P.  Alorrison’s  early  life 
was  that  of  a farmer  and  when  the  Civil  war 
came  on  he  gave  his  services  to  the  Southern 
cause  and  was  under  the  cavalry  leader  Forrest 
during  much  of  the  war.  Immediately'  after  the 
rebellion  he  engaged  in  merchandising  at  Toc- 
copola,  IMis.sissippi,  and  was  for  eight  years  iden- 
tified with  that  busines.s.  In  1874  he  brought 
his  family  to  Texas  and  located  near  Fort  Worth, 
where  he  was  for  two  years  employed  wdth  fann- 
ing. He  finally  moved  to  Fort  Worth,  where 
he  died  in  1877.  He  w as  a Democrat  in  politics 
ancl  was  a stanch  Presbyterian  and  elder  of  the 
Fort  Worth  congregation  at  death.  His  wdfe 
followed  their  son  to  Y'oung,  county'  and  passed 
aw’ay'  there  in  1879. 

John  E.  IMorri.son's  early  environment  w'as 
that  of  the  farm  and  his  educational  privileges 
were  fairly  good.  At  nineteen  years  of  age  he 
began  his  indejx-ndenl  career,  at  which  time  his 
father  made  him  a partner  in  his  Toccopola 
store.  After  coming  to  Texas  he  vvas  identified 
with  rural  pursuits  largely  until  his  embarka- 
tion in  business  in  Graham,  since  which  time 
hi;s  contribution  to  the  country’s  development 
has  been  substantial  and  important,  as  has  al- 
ready been  noted. 

C.  li.  QUILLEN.  The  business  activity  and 
enterprise  of  C.  E.  Quillen  finds  scope  in  his 
succes.sful  management  of  the  National  Bank 
of  Nocona  and  in  the  conduct  of  his  ranch  and 
cattle  interests.  He  is  a typical  native  son  of 
Texas,  thorouglily  in  sympathy  with  the  progres- 
sive movements  of  the  state  and  in  the  control 


<T  his  private  business  interests  he  has  at  the 
same  time  contributed  to  the  general  prosperity' 
of  the  community  in  which  he  resides.  He  was 
born  in  Gray'son  county,  Texas,  June  27,  1851, 
and  received  a liberal  education  for  a new  coun- 
try. His  parents  were  C.  C.  and  Catherine 
pHartzog)  Quillen.  The  mother  was  bom  in 
Tennessee,  while  the  father  was  a native  of  Mis- 
sissippi  and  came  to  Texas  when  a young  man. 
His  father,  Charles  Quillen,  was  a pioneer  of  this 
country',  coming  to  the  state  about  1832.  He 
.served  in  the  war  that  made  Texas  a republic 
and  was  a witness  of  the  early  development  of  the 
new  commonwealth,  taking  part  in  movements 
which  contributed  to  its  upbuilding  and  laid  the 
foundation  for  its  future  prosperity.  He  was 
w'idely  known  at  that  day  and  was  highly  respect- 
ed by  all  with  whom  he  was  associated.  He  had 
two  sons,  the  younger  being  William  W.  Quillen,^ 
a cattleman. 

The  older  son,  C.  C.  Quillen,  was  bom  and; 
reared  in  Texas  and  after  attaining  his  majority 
became  connected  with  the  cattle  business,  which 
he  followed  throughout  his  entire  life,  undergo- 
ing various  hardships  and  trials  that  fell  to  the. 
lot  of  the  cattlemen  in  early  day's  when  the 
Indians  were  fre(|uently  on  the  warpath  and 
when  they  committed  many  depredations,  run- 
ning off  the  stock  and  committing  other  thefts. 
About  1857  he  removed  the  cattle  from  Grayson 
and  other  counties  to  Montague  county  and  not 
long  after  brought  his  family  here,  establishing 
his  home  in  this  part  of  the  state.  During  the 
rebellion  he  belonged  to  the  Home  Guard,  or- 
ganized for  protecting  the  frontier  and  for  ward- 
ing off  Indian  attacks.  In  his  busine.ss  life  he  was 
quite  prosperous  arul  accumulated  a large  estate, 
owning  extensive  herds  of  cattle.  In  politics 
he  was  a stalwart  Democrat  and  served  as  coun- 
ty clerk  of  IMontague  county  and  in  Grayson 
county.  He  wa.s  also  justice  of  the  peace  and  in 
the  discharge  of  his  duties  was  very  prompt  and 
faithful.  He  w'as  widely  known  and  highly  re- 
.spected  and  his  integrity  and  honor  were  above 
reproach.  He  died  in  1868,  at  the  age  of  forty'- 
six  years.  The  hardships  of  pioneer  life  under- 
mined his  constitution  and  caused  his  death  at 
that  early  age.  His  widow  yet  survives  him 
and  now  resides  at  Whitesboro,  Texas,  at  the 
age  of  seventy-two  y'ears.  She  is  a consistent 
member  of  the  Methodist  church.  In  the  family' 
were  eight  children ; C.  E.,  of  this  review ; Mary', 
the  wife  of  Joe  Stanfield ; Thomas  J.,  a cattle- 
man; Minerva,  the  wife  of  J.  Viras;  Mrs. 
Amanda  Jamison;  B.  F.,  who  follows  farming; 
Florence,  the  wife  of  R.  W.  Bowen ; and  C.  C.,. 
a bookkeeper. 
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C.  E.  Onillen  wa.s  largely  reared  in  the  saddle 
and  has  given  much  attention  to  the  cattle  busi- 
ness throughout  his  entire  life.  He  has  pur- 
chased land  until  he  owns  thirty-one  hundred 
acres  in  pasturage,  while  one  hundred  and  seven- 
ty-five acres  are  devoted  to  farming  purposes. 
On  the  latter  tract  he  resides,  and  for  many 
years  he  has  fed  cattle  for  the  rr  ,rket,  buying 
and  shipping  and  in  fact  has  carried  orr  a general 
cattle  business  with  excellent  success.  He  also 
tills  his  fields  and  raises  good  crops.  He  can 
look  back  to  the  past  when  in  his  bo3'hood  da3's 
he  was  familiar  \vith  the  wa3^s  of  the  Indians, 
when  he  hunted  buffaloes  on  the  plains  and  when 
the  entire  countr3’side  was  almost  wholl\'  unset- 
tled and  given  over  to  free  range.  He  has 
watched  with  interest  the  work  of  development 
and  prepress  that  has  been  carried  forward  and 
has  done  his  full  share  in  the  advancement  an.i 
upbuilding  of  the  county.  He  has  also  figured 
in  banking  circles,  becoming  a stockholder  and 
one  of  the  re-organizers  of  the  Nocona  National 
Bank,  which  was  first  capitalized  for  thirt3’  tliou- 
sand  dollars  but  the  capital  stock  has  since  been 
increased  to  fifty  thousand  dollars.  There  is  a 
large  surplus  and  good  deposits  and  the  banking 
business  has  been  carried  on  along  modem  and 
progressive  lines  until  the  Nocona  National  Bank 
has  become  one  of  the  strong  and  reliable  finan- 
cial institutions  of  Texas.  In  1902  Mr.  Quillen 
was  made  president  of  the  bank  and  he  is  also 
a stockholder  in  the  Bowie  Bank,  of  w'hich  he 
w’as  a director.  He  also  owns  considerable  prop- 
ert3'  in  the  towm  of  Nocona  and  deals  to  a greater 
or  less  extent  in  real  estate. 

Mr.  Quillen  is  a man  of  sturdy  habits,  thrifty 
and  enterprising,  and  his  labors  have  been 
crowfiicd  with  a gratifying  measure  of  prosperity. 
In  politics  he  is  a Democrat  but  has  no  aspiration 
for  office,  preferring  to  devote  his  undivided  at- 
tention to  his  business  interests,  in  wdiich  he  is 
meeting  witli  signal  success. 

T^AM'SON  L.  COPE.  E.x-Sheriff  Cope  came 
to  Jack  county  a youth  of  sixteen,  and  was  from 
thenceforw'ard  an  active  aid  to  the  maintenance 
of_  the  family  headed  by  his  widowed  mother. 
His  rural  homestead  on  Cleveland  creek  marks 
the  site  of  their  early  settlement  and  with  its  de- 
velopment and  improvement  has  he  been  chiefly 
occupied  since. 

Lawson  L.  Cope  is  a native  son  of  the  Lone 
Star  state  and  was  born  in  Lavaca  county,  where 
his  father,  .Andrew  J.  Cope,  settled  as  an  emi- 
grant, in  1859.  The  latter  was  born  near  Chat- 
tanooga, Tennes.see,  in  1813,  came  to  mature 
years  on  his  parenLs’  farm  and  married  there 


Mi.ss  Alarlha  Clepper,  who  survived  him  main' 
years  and  passed  away  in  Jack  count3%  Texas, 
in  Januar3%  1901.  Of  their  large  family  of  ten 
children  only  three  .survive,  viz:  I.awson  L., 

Silas,  of  Indian  Territory,  and  Srmora,  wife  of 
D.  P.  Hill.  From  Lavaca  count3'  Air.  Cope, 
Sr.,  took  his  family  into  Lee  and  it  was  there 
he  died  in  1878,  and  from  this  point  the  wndow 
and  children  migrated  tu  Jack  county  a year  later. 

June  5,  1863.  Lawson  L.  Cope  liecame  a sen- 
tient being  and  from  that  day  a factor  in  the  fam- 
ily'’s  domestic  life.  .\s  a pupil  in  the  country 
sch(X)ls  of  Lee  count3’  he  aciiuired  the  elementary 
princi])les  of  an  education  and  he  began  contrib- 
uting to  the  needs  of  the  domestic  esiabli^lmient 
at  the  early  age  of  sixteen.  He  never  left  home, 
as  almost  all  sons  some  time  rlo,  but  remained 
with  the  borne.stead  and  an  aid  to  his  nuUher  to 
the  last.  When  he  married  he  set  up  his  hou.se- 
hold  under  the  roof  of  his  youth  and  liis  efforts 
have  w'on  him  die  ownership  of  the  three  hundred 
and  seventy  acre  farm  that  furnished  him  a field 
for  labor  in  youth  and  provided  for  the  domestic 
wants  of  the  family'  while  it  was  growing  up. 

Augu.st  28,  1887,  Air.  Cope  married  Lucin<la 
Sparks,  a daughter  of  J.  W.  Sparks,  of  Blount 
county',  Tennessee,  the  place  of  Airs.  Cope's 
birth  in  the  year  1865.  Air.  .Sparks  moved  from 
Blount  county  to  Free.stone  county,  Te.xas,  and 
later  to  Chicka.saw  .Nation,  and  died  in  1900.  He 
married  Aliss  Jane  Feasel,  who  bore  him  twelve 
children  of  which  number  Airs.  Cojk  was  the 
third  child.  Air.  and  Airs.  Cope  s children  are 
George  Alason  and  .\va. 

In  his  political  relations  to  Jack  county  Air. 
Cope  has  been  one  of  the  spokes  in  the  political 
wheel  set  in  motion  here  by  the  People’s  party'. 
This  party'  acquired  such  a force  at  one  period  of 
its  history  as  to  almost,  if  not  quite,  dominate 
county  affairs,  and  fill  the  county'  offices  with  it.s 
favorite  sons.  In  i()02.  Air.  Cope  was  named  as 
its  candidate  for  sheriff  and  was  elected,  retiring 
at  the  end  of  two  years  and  turning  the  office  over 
to  a Democratic  successor.  During  his  incum- 
bency only  one  case  of  prominence  came  before 
the  district  court  of  the  county  and  that  the 
arrest,  trials  and  conviction  of  Gcctrge  Freeman, 
a large  stockman  and  early  settler,  fur  the  murder 
of  his  son-in-law.  Beyond  Ibis  incident  the  mere 
routine  of  the  office  relieved  the  monotony  of 
office-holding  in  his  case  and  he  returned  to  the 
life  of  a .stock  farmer. 

HENRA'  C.  AIcGL ASSON.  the  well  known 
real  estate  man  of  AVichita  Falls,  Te.xas,  has 
been  identified  with  the  business  interests  of 
this  city  since  1888.  He  has  an  eventful  life 
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hi^ii-ry  coverin'^  many  .scenc.s  of  the  world 
'ince  llu-  lime  <>f  hi;-  boyhood,  and  he  has  been 
noted  for  lii.s  sturdiness  and  uprightness  in  all 
the  iran.-aetious  of  business  and  social  relations 
wherever  his  lot  has  been  cast.  Air.  McGlas- 
.'On  Conies  of  line  Scotch  stock,  and  high  prin- 
ciples and  manliness  arc  inherent  in  him.  He  was 
born  in  ('.reen  county,  Kentucky,  August  13, 
1844.  and  hi.s  parents  were  Rev.  John  H.  and 
Mart  Anne  (Toms)  AIcGlasson.  His  father 
was  of  a \ irginia  family  that  settled  in  that 
sta(e  from  Scotland,  but  he  spent  most  of  his 
life  in  Kentucky,  where  besides  his  work  as 
a minister  of  the  Baptist  church  he  was  suc- 
cessfully engaged  in  farming  and  stock  breed- 
ing. Air.  Alctdasson’s  mother  was  of  German 
descent,  and  benh  his  parents  passed  away  in 
Kentucky. 

Henry  C.  AlcGlas.son  was  reared  on  a farm, 
and  the  memories  of  his  youthful  days  cluster 
about  the  state  of  Kentucky.  He  had  not 
yet  readied  the  age  cif  eighteen  when  he  en- 
tered upon  his  long  and  eventful  experience 
as  a soldier  for  the  south.  His  career  as  a sol- 
dier was  more  than  ordinarily  thrilling,  and 
he  was  in  position  at  several  times  to  be  an 
authentic  witness  of  events  that  have  since  been 
>tibiccts  of  dispute  among  historians.  It  was 
carl}'  in  i^tia  that  he  enli.stcd  for  service  in  the 
Confederate  army,  being  enrolled  in  Company 
h,  hirst  Keiituck}  Caialry,  in  the  ccirps  com- 
niandcil  by  the  little  general,  Joseph  E.  Wheel- 
er. The  enlistment  took  place  at  Elizabeth- 
town, Hardin  county,  Kentucky,  and  Captain 
Dick  riionipson  was  his  first  captain.  As  he 
.and  his  comrades  were  starting  out  for  the  serv- 
ice thc\  were  captured  and  held  prisoners  for 
being  numd  inside  the  Federal  lines,  and  as 
diet  did  not  liave  their  mu.ster  rolls  to  show 
that  they  were  regularly  enlisted  Confederate 
soldiers  they  were  sent  to  the  Union  prison  on 
lolinson's  Island  in  Lake  Erie.  Four  months 
passed  before  an  exchange  was  effected,  and 
that  was  brought  about  through  the  efforts  of 
Kunice  Taylor,  a sister  of  Ca)>tain  Dan  Tai  lor, 
who,  when  she  learned  the  cause  of  their  im- 
pri.M.miiciit,  traieled  a long  di.stance  to  obtain 
ihe  compan}  's  muster  roll,  and  after  this  was 
Kirwanled  to  Washington  an  exchange  was 
ordiTci!  and  effected  at  A'ickslnirg. 

\ftcr  this  rather  unfortunate  beginning  Air. 
AK:'ilasr,im  [lasscd  thrcaigh  an  active  and  con- 
uniicd  jicriod  of  service  extending  till  the  end  of 
the  war.  lie  -was  in  the  battles  of  Chattanooga, 
Lookout  Afoiinlain.  Alis.'.ioiiarv  Ridge.  Chicka- 
iiiaiiga,  and  llicii  in  the  fighting  against  Shennan 
arouiii]  Atlanta.  The  position  of  courier  was 


then  given  him,  and  in  this  hazardous  capaci- 
ty he  was  under  General  Hood  when  the  lat- 
ter started  on  his  raid  to  Na.shville.  While  he 
was  bearing  despatches  war  horses  were  shot 
from  tinder  him  and  he  braved  death  in  many 
forms.  When  the  Confederate  government 
was  compelled  to  abandon  Richmond,  Air.  AIc- 
Glasson  wa.s  part  of  an  escort  that  accom- 
panied Jefferson  Davis  and  John  C.  Breckin- 
ridge from  Raleigh  to  Wa.shington,  Georgia, 
and  was  a witness  of  all  the  scenes  connected 
with  the  capture  of  President  Davis.  The 
claim  has  often  been  made  that  the  Confeder- 
ate president,  at  the  time  of  his  capture,  was 
appareled  in  woman's  clothes,  but  Air.  AIcGlas- 
son.  who  was  an  eye-witness,  can  .state  positive- 
ly that  the  only  feminine  garment  ivorn  by  Air. 
Davis  was  a cape  belonging  to  his  wife’s  water- 
proof cloak,  and  that  at  no  time  on  the  flight 
wa.s  he  dressed  in  female  attire.  Air.  AIc- 
Glasson  was  also  present  when  the  despatch 
announcing  Linerdn’s  assassination  came  to 
Air.  Davis,  on  which  occasion  the  latter,  with 
tears  in  his  eyes,  said,  “This  is  the  worst  blow 
that  could  have  happened  to  the  south,”  thus 
sharing  the  univcr.sal  confidence  reposed  in  the 
great  emancipator  as  the  ju.st  and  merciful 
frieufl  to  the  south.  After  forty  years  Mr.  AIc- 
Glasson  received  pay  for  the  horse  that  was 
taken  from  him  after  his  surrender,  which  was 
given  tC)  the  command  when  they  surrendered  at 
Washington,  Georgia. 

-After  nearly  four  years  of  army  service  Air 
AIcGlasson  retiiniecl  home  and  engaged  in 
farming  ami  stock-raising.  In  1877  he  moved 
from  Keiituck}  tc'  Clinton  count}',  Alissouri. 
where  he  bought  a farm  and  made  a special t\' 
for  .some  ten  or  eleven  years  of  raising  blooded 
ccittle  of  the  Durham  and  .Shorthorn  stfick. 
In  1888  he  came  from  Alis.sonri  to  AViehita 
Falls,  where  he  ba.s  ever  since  maintained  his 
residence.  As  a real  estate  operator  he  ha.s 
liccn  connected  with  some  large  transactions, 
and  in  many  ways  has  assisted  in  the  npbnild- 
ing  and  development  of  this  beautiful  section 
of  the  state. 

I'raternally  Air.  AIcGlasson  is  a member  of 
the  Knight.s  of  Pythias  and  is  a stanch  and  de- 
voted adherent  of  the  Baptist  church.  He  is  a 
man  <>f  strong  moral  fiber,  as  consists  with  his 
Scotch  ancestry,  and  he  maintains  strong 
opinions  on  the  vital  ([iiestions  of  life  and 
world’s  affairs,  but  at  the  same  time  is  always 
true  to  and  acts  in  accordance  with  his  earnest 
comictions. 

Air.  Alctilasson  has  been  married  three 
times,  having  lost  his  first  two  wives  by  death. 
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On  October  18,  186C1,  he  was  married  in  Ken- 
tucky to  Miss  Mary  Elizabeth  Rogers,  daugh- 
ter of  Rev.  Warren  Roger.s,  of  Hardin  county. 
His  second  marriage  took  place  in  Boone 
county,  Kentucky,  to  Miss  Eugenia  B.  Carter, 
a daughter  of  Rev.  C.  S.  Carter,  a Baptist  min- 
ister of  that  county.  She  died  after  the  home 
was  moved  to  Texas.  The  present  Mrs.  Mc- 
Glas.son  was  Mrs.  Sallie  Bush  Collins,  a 
daughter  of  Isaac  Bush,  of  Grayson  cfnmty, 
Texas.  Mr.  McGlasson  has  .seven  children 
living,  as  follows;  Mrs.  Ida  Spohn,  wife  of 
William  Spohn,  of  Louisville,  Kentucky;  Mrs. 
Bettie  S.  Harlan,  wife  of  John  H.  Harlan,  of 
Reagan,  Texas;  Mrs.  Mamie  .A.  Leavy,  wife 
of  J.  G.  Leavy,  of  Mart,  Texas;  Mrs.  Kate  F. 
Newby,  wife  of  Oscar  Newby,  of  Perrin,  Mis- 
souri ; Mrs.  Lou  E.  Frith,  wife  of  L.  Frith,  of 
Fort  'Worth,  Texas;  Frank  McGlasson,  of 
Fort  \Vorth,  Texas,  and  Miss  Laura  McGlas- 
soii.  There  are  al.so  two  step-children,  Mrs. 
Winnie  Moore,  wife  of  G.  L.  Moore,  of  Hills- 
Ixiro,  and  Ross  Collins,  of  "Wichita  Falls, 
Texas. 

WILLIAM  M.  CROSS,  a well  known  agri- 
culturist and  prominent  citizen  of  Tarrant 
county,  is  a native  of  Arkansas,  his  birth  having 
occurred  in  Hempstead  county  on  the  13th 
of  July,  1840.  He  is  a son  of  Robert  and  Ann 
H.  (Wood)  Cross,  both  of  whom  w'ere  natives 
of  Kentucky,  wdiile  their  ance.stors  lived  in  Vir- 
ginia. Robert  Cross  continued  his  re.sidence 
in  Arkansas  until  1851,  when  he  came  wdth  his 
family  to  this  state,  settling  in  Lamar  county, 
where  he  remained  until  the  fall  of  1853,  when 
he  came  to  Tarrant  county.  He  found  here  a 
pioneer  district  in  wKich  the  wild  prairie  was 
unbroken,  hardly  a settlement  having  been 
made  wdthin  its  borders.  The  native  prairie 
grasses  grew  to  considerable  height  and  it  was 
only  at  rare  intervals  that  the  home  of  a settler 
was  seen,  indicating  that  the  seeds  of  civiliza-  . 
tion  had  been  planted  in  this  locality. 

W'illiam  M.  Cross  was  reared  to  manhood  in  ■ 
this  county  amid  pioneer  surroundings  and  his 
education  was  acquired  in  such  early  subscrip- 
tion schools  as  existed  in  Birdville  at  that  day. 
His  uncle,  Hon.  Edward  Cross,  was  a lawyer 
by  profession  and  a member  of  congress  from 
Arkansas  and  at  one  time  he  served  as  gover- 
nor of  Arkan.sas  when  it  was  still  under  terri- 
torial rule.  Of  the  members  of  the  family  of 
Robert  Cross  five  are  still  living;  Thomas  E.. 
who  makes  his  home  at  Fort  Worth : Nancy  G., 
who  is  the  wife  of  Robert  Drum,  al.so  of  Fort 
Worth;  Laura  F.,  now  Mrs.  James,  a widow  of 


Parker  county;  klargaret  A.,  the  wife  of 
Thoma.s  Daugherty,  a resident  of  this  state; 
and  Robert  I...  who  is  living  in  Denton  county. 
T c.xas. 

William  M.  Cross,  although  receiving  limited 
educational  privileges,  had  ample  training  at 
farm  labor  and  wa.s  instructed  concerning  the 
value  of  industry  and  integrity  as  forceful  fac- 
tors in  an  active  bti.siness  life.  He  was  but 
twent\'-one  years  of'age  when  in  the  si>ring  of 
1861  he  offered  his  services  to  tlte  Confcderac\- 
and  became  a member  of  Company  ,A.  Ninth 
Texa.-,  Cavalry,  wdth  which  he  participated  in 
the  battle  of  Pea  Ridge,  .\rkausas.  He  al.so 
saw  active  sendee  in  Indian  Territory,  but  later 
was  honorably  discharged  on  account  of  ill- 
ness at  Horsehead  Bayou  in  .\rkan.sas.  Al'hen 
he  had  sufficiently  recovered  his  health,  how- 
ever, he  once  more  enlisted,  joining  Comiiany 
F of  Waller’s  battalion  of  Texas  troops.  Cap- 
tain Terrell.  Thi.s  command  was  assigned  to 
General  Green’s  divisirjn  and  saw  service  111 
Loui.siana  and  Arkansas,  taking  part  in  numer- 
ous engagements,  in  fact,  wa.s  contimuiusly 
in  active  duty  until  the  close  of  the  war,  after 
which  Mr.  Cross  returned  to  Texas  and  finally 
to  Tarrant  county.  Here  he  has  resided  con- 
tinuously to  the  present  time.  He  made  an  e.x- 
cellent  record  as  a soldier  by  rca.son  of  his  valor 
and  his  loyalty^  to  the  cause  w^hich  he  espoused 
and  he  fought  in  many  battles  and  endured 
the  usual  hardships  of  the  soldier’s  life. 

Air.  Cross  has  been  married  twice.  He  first 
w'cdded  Nancy  J.  Allen,  a native  of  Tennessee, 
and  he  afterward  married,  April  13,  1876.  Ala- 
linda  E.  Stovall,  a native  of  Te.xas.  He  reared 
Alartha  J.  Stovall  from  a small  child. 

In  political  circles  in  Tarrant  cotmty  Mr. 
Cross  has  figured  quite  prominently  and  his 
opinions  have  carried  weight  in  local  and 
county'  councils  of  the  Democratic  party.  He 
served  as  county  corninis.sioner  for  one  term  of 
two  years.  Fraternally'  he  is  associated  with 
Grand  Prairie  Lodge,  No.  455,  A.  F.  & A.  Al., 
at  Smithfield,  and  he  belongs  to  the  Aletliodist 
Episcopal  church  there,  in  which  lie  is  now' 
sert'ing  as  a trustee,  'fhe  consensus  of  public 
opinion  places  him  in  the  ranks  of  prominent 
men  in  the  northern  part  of  'Parrant  county  and 
his  genuine  worth  entitles  him  to  ilie  warm 
esteem  which  is  so  uniformly'  accorded  him 
by'  all  who  know  him. 

J.ACK  Al.  CLF,A’EL.\ND,  a leading  and 
prosperous  rancher  of  Palo  Pinto,  Texas,  whose 
prominence  as  a citizen  and  bu.-.iness  man  well 
entitles  him  to  mention  among  the  rcprcsen- 
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tative  residents  of  this  part  of  the  state,  was 
horn  Sejitemher  2,  1859.  upon  his  father's 
ranch  twelve  and  a half  miles  north  of  Palo 
Pinto,  his  parents  heinjj  Captain  David  B.  and 
-Mary  E.  uMnllcns)  Cleveland.  His  father  was 
horn  in  .\lahania  and  on  removing-  to  Texas 
settled  in  the  eastern  part  of  the  state,  living 
first  in  Smith  county  vvEence  he  removed  to 
Palo  Pinto  county  about  1853  or  1856.  He 
was  one  of  its  early  settlers,  living  here  when 
much  of  this  land  was  unclaimed  for  use  of  the 
farm  or  stock-raiser  anil  when  the  work  of 
progress  and  improvement  in  the  town  was 
scarcely  begun.  In  fact,  many  of  the  now 
thriving  villages  and  cities  had  not  yet  sprung 
into  existence.  He  located  on  a ranch  about 
thirteen  miles  northwest  of  Palo  Pinto  on  Dark 
\ alley  creek,  a place  which  was  kiuvwn  in  later 
years  as  the  AVilliam  Edgin  ranch.  It  w'as  upon 
this  place  that  Jack  Clev'eland  was  born.  His 
father  lived  there  for  a number  of  years,  but 
subsequent  to  the  death  of  his  vvdfe,  which  oc- 
curred in  1863,  removed  to  Palo  Pinto.  They 
had  been  married  in  1838  and  their  married 
life  was,  therefore,  but  of  brief  duration.  Cap- 
tain Clev'eland  was  the  first  clerk  of  the  county, 
chosen  to  that  position  on  its  organization  in 
1857,  and  his  marriage  to  Miss  Mary  E.  Mul- 
lens -was  the  first  one  in  tlie  county,  he  is- 
suing his  own  marriage  license.  After  he  had 
filled  the  office  of  county  clerk  for  some  time 
he  withdrew  in  favor  of  Theodore  Wright  and 
entered  upon  the  duties  of  county  surveyor, 
and  in  that  capacity  he  ran  the  county  lines 
in  the  first  official  survey  of  Palo  Pinto  county, 
lie  afterward  married  again,  his  second  union 
being  with  Miss  Amanda  (Coitatser)  Friar,  in 
1866.  He  continued  to  make  his  home  in  Palo 
Pinto  county,  although  he  died  in  Hill  county, 
Texas,  in  April,  iSiij,  while  on  a visit  to  his 
children  there.  He  had  scrv  cd  as  a member  of 
the  Confederate  arniv',  organizing  a company 
of  which  he  was  made  captain.  He  was  ahso 
one  of  the  old  Indian  fighters  of  Palo  Pinto 
county  and  his  br.avery  and  valor  were  nev'cr 
I ailed  into  question,  as  he  fearlessly  braved 
I very  duty  that  devolved  upon  him  when  meet- 
ing the  treacherous  redskin,  or  in  the  hullet 
battles  of  the  Civil  war.  Tic  was  a lawyer  by 
profession  and  in  addition  to  his  public,  service 
as  couniy  clerk  and  county  surveyor  practiced 
law  in  T’alo  Pinto  county  for  many  years.  His 
inllucnce  in  regard  to  public  affairs  vvms  far- 
rcacliing  and  In'iieficial  :ind  he  aided  in  laying 
the  found.irion  for  the  present  dcv'elopment  and 
Tvrogrcss  of  thi.s  part  of  the  stale.  His  second 


wife,  who  survived  him,  afterward  became 
Mrs.  Harris,  and  died  Nov'cmber  4,  1890. 

The  bo)diood  days  of  Jack  M.  Cleveland 
cov'ered  the  period  in  which  there  vv'as  much 
trouble  with  the  Indians  in  this  part  of  the 
state  and  he  was  often  smuggled  away  in  a 
.featherbed  with  the  other  children  by  his 
mother  to  protect  them  from  the  Indian  attacks, 
which  were  constantly  threatened.  The  father 
was  away  from  home  a groat  deal  on  surveying 
trips,  leaving  his  wife  and  older  children  to 
brave  the  dangers  incident  to  life  on  the  fron- 
tier when  the  Indians  were  frequently  on  the 
warpath.  In  most  neighborhoods,  how’ever, 
regular  guards  were  appointed  from  among  the 
men  and  took  turns  in  guarding  the  homes. 
It  was  necessary  that  Mr.  Clev'eland,  of  this  re- 
view', from  early  bo}'hood  should  be  acquainted 
with  the  use  of  the  gun  for  the  purposes  of  pro- 
tection. School  facilities  in  the  home  neigh- 
borhcKvil  were  very  meager,  but  he  learned  the 
alphabet  with  the  assistance  of  an  aunt,  who 
cut  out  letters  from  pasteboard  and  taught  them 
to  him.  The  first  school  he  attended  was  con- 
ducted by  Ham  Baker  in  Palo  Pinto,  in  1863-4. 
In  the  school  of  experience,  hovv'Cver,  he  has 
learned  many  valuable  lessons.  He  remained 
at  home  until  1865,  w’hen  he  vv'ent  to  Hill  county 
with  others  of  the  family  because  of  the  in- 
creasing danger  of  the  Indian  attacks.  Mr. 
Cleveland  resided  there  with  his  grandparents 
and  while  in  Hill  county  had  the  opportunity' 
of  attending  school.  Later  he  w'as  a student  of 
Granbury'  in  Hood  county.  He  was  absent 
from  Palo  Pinto  county'  the  greater  part  of  the 
time  until  I\Iay  21,  1889,  when  he  returned  and 
took  up  his  permanent  abode.  In  the  mean- 
time he  had  been  engaged  in  stock-raising  in 
southern  Texas  and  upon  his  return  to  his  na- 
tive county'  he  gav'c  his  attention  to  farming. 
In  September.  1893,  however,  he  began  work- 
ing in  the  office  of  John  H.  Eaton,  at  that  time 
county'  and  district  clerk.  He  served  as  deputy- 
clerk  until  1894,  when  he  was  elected  county- 
clerk  and  so  ably'  discharged  the  duties  of  the 
office  that  he  was  re-elected  in  1896,  serving  in 
that  capacity  for  four  years.  He  then  became 
deputy  county  collector,  filling  the  position  un- 
til the  fall  of  1894,  when  he  resumed  the  activ-e 
management  of  his  ranch,  w'hich  is  located 
seven  miles  from  Palo  Pinto,  a little  east  of 
north.  This  ranch  is  a good  one,  containing 
over  one  thousand  acres  of  land,  of  which  one 
hundred  acres  is  in  cultivation.  He  is  also  ex- 
tensively engaged  in  the  cattle  business,  his 
broad  acres  furnishing  excellent  pasturage  for 
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the  .stock.  His  brother,  \\\  L.  Cleveland,  is  also 
interested  with  him  in  the  ownership  aiidTon- 
duct  of  the  ranch.  An  incident  of  note  con- 
cerning i\ir.  Cleveland’.s  official  service  is  the 
following;  When  his  father  %vas  first  clerk  of 
the  count}',  Theodore  V\’ right  became  his 
deputy  and  later  took  charge  of  the  office. 
After  forty  }-ears  had  passed  away  Jack  M. 
Cleveland  became  county  clerk  and  - Oliri 
W'right,  a sou  of  Theodore  Wright,  became 
deputy  county  clerk  and  since  that  time  has 
been  elected  county  clerk. 

On  the  3d  of  September,  i8gt.  IMr.  Cleve- 
land was  married  to  iliss  Willie  Harris,  a 
daughter  of  James  Harris,  one  of  the  pioneer 
residents  of  this  part  of  the  state.  Tlie}'  have 
a little  daughter,  Mary  Christina. 

Mr.  Cleveland  is  a Mason  in  his  fraternal’  re- 
lations. He  has  a wdde  acquaintance  in  the 
county  where  he  was  born,  where  he  has  per- 
formed efficient  public  ser\  ice  and  where  be 
is  now  conducting  important  busino-ss  inter- 
ests and  those  who  know  him  respect  him  for 
his  sterling  worth. 

CAPTAIN  A.  P.  CAGLE  has  labored  ef- 
fecti\ely,  earnestly  and  indefatigably  for  the 
advancement  of  the  agricultural  interests  of 
Texas  and  his  w'ork  in  this  direction  entitles 
him  to  representation  with  the  ]->rominent  men 
of  the  state.  He  likewise  made  a creditable 
military  record  as  a Confederate  soldier,  and  in 
private  life  has  been  actuated  by  principles  of 
conduct  that  make  his  hi.story  one  well  worthy 
of  emulation.  A native  of  North  Carolina,  his 
birth  occurred  in  Moore  county  on  the  i6th  of 
April,  1838,  and  he  was  reared  to  farm  life. 
During  the  period  of  his  youth  he  acquired  a 
liberal  education  by  attending  the  comm'jii 
schools  and  the  college  at  .Athens.  Georgia.  In 
his  minority  he  remained  a member  of  his 
father's  household,  his  parents  being  Herman 
and  Nancy  E.  (Dunn)  Cagle,  w'ho  were  also 
natives  of  North  Carolina,  in  which  state  they 
W'cre  reared  and  married.  The  paterua!  grand- 
parents were  W'illiam  and  Sarah  (Brucr) 
Cagle,  both  of  whom  were  of  German  lineage, 
the  latter  being  a daughter  of  William  Bruer, 
who  served  throughout  the  war  of  the  Revolii- 
tioii  in  support  of  the  cau.se  of  liberty.  William 
Cagfe  and  his  father  were  likewise  defenders 
of  the  colonists  and  ained  in  w’inning  American 
independence.  In  time.s  of  ])eace  \\  illiam  Cagle 
devoted  his  attention  to  agricultural  pursuits 
and  became  a successful  and  influential  farmer 
of  North  Carolina.  His  children  were:  Henry 
John,  Herman,  Isaac,  jane,  ilartha  and  Kate. 


All  were  member^  of  the  Ixlethodist  church  and 
the  familv  was  one  whose  record  is  indeed  com- 
mendahle. 

ilennaii  Cagle,  father  C)f  onr  subject,  was 
reared  in  North  Carolina,  where  he  w'as  mar- 
ried. Later  he  removed  to  ' Georgia  and  was  a 
prominent  and  successtul  tanner  of  that  state, 
lie  never  owned  .--lave.s.  was  an  opponent  of 
the  war,  was  opposed  to  sece.ssiou  and  vva.s  a 
stanch  champion  of  the  Union  cause,  but  was 
too  old  to  enter  the  army.  His  home  was  in  the 
midst  of  a district  where  both  the  Union  and 
Confederate  troops  foraged,  nor  only  taking 
his  crops,  but  also  his  horses  and  other  prop- 
erty. so  that  his  estate  greatly  depreciated  in 
value.  He  never  desired  to  figure  in  public  life, 
but  fireferred  to  live  as  a quiet,  una--.>uining 
farmer,  giving  his  attention  to  tiie  faithful  per- 
fonnance  of  each  day’s  duties,  lie  was  honor- 
able and  uj)rigbt  at  all  times  and  his  name  was 
above  reprofich.  His  uife.  uho  died  in  1S86, 
was  a daughter  of  Bartholomew  Dunn,  a well 
known  Methodist  divine,  who  followed  the  cir- 
cuit for  many  years  and  also  devoted  his  atten- 
tion to  agricultural  pursuits.  He  was  w'ell 
kn<:nvn  and  highly  re.^jiccted  and  his  last  da}'s 
were  spent  in  North  Carolina,  his  death  being 
the  occasion  of  deep  and  wide-spread  regret, 
for  all  who  knew  him  honored  him.  He  w'as 
the  father  of  twenty-three  children,  born  of 
five  marriages,  including;  Samuel,  John,  Isaac, 

illiam  \\  .,  (ireenberry , Hannah,  Nanc}',  who 
became  ifrs.  Cagle;  Sarah.  Dorcas,  Winnie, 
Ruth  and  (Uhers  whccse  names  are  forgotten. 

Fo  Jlr.  and  Mrs.  lierman  Cagle  were  born 
six  children:  A.  P.,  who.se  name  introduces 

this  review:  George  IT.,  who  vva.s  a successful 
phvsician  of  Arkansas  and  w'as  assassinated 
Jaiiuar}  8,  i'io3;  Marv,  the  wife  of  Joseph  R. 
Reed. ; A.Iartha.  the  wife  of  William  Thomas 
and  after  his  death  < if  S.  Cleghorn  : William  W., 
deceased:  and  Jane,  the  wife  of  Jose|>h  Pirkle, 
who  died  and  she  subsequently  married  Jesse 
Wood.  Following  the  death  of  his  first  wife 
Herman  Cagle  was  married  to  Miss  Elizabeth 
Hall,  a representative  of  a prominent  family  of 
Georgia,  and  there  were  tliree  children  of  that 
union,  including  Herman,  The  father  was  a 
Bapti.st  in  religious  faith  and  was  a man  whose 
devotion  to  duly  was  one  of  his  strong  and 
salient  characteristics. 

A.  r,  Cagle  was  veare<l  to  the  occupation  of 
fanning,  early  becc'niing  familiar  with  the  du- 
ties and  iai)ors  that  fall  to  the  lot  of  the  agricul- 
turi.sr.  He  acquired  a good  education  and  when 
seventeen  years  of  age  secured  a first-grade 
teacher’s  certificate,  after  which  he  taught 
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schooi  for  five  terms.  He  also  read  law  and 
was  readv  for  ailniission  to  the  bar.  l)iit  through 
the  influence  of  his  mother  he  abandoned  his 
intention  oi  becoming  a lawyer  and  never  prac- 
ticed. He  likewise  prepared  himself  for  the 
profession  of  civil  eiiginecring  and  to  this  has 
given  hi.s  aitentirm  to  a greater  or  le.s,s  extent 
throughi.'ut  his  entire  life,  vet  carrying  on  sur- 
veying to  a considerable  degree. 

In  January,  1S61,  ilr.  Cagle  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Mi.-,.s  Nancy*  E.  Ibrkle,  an  accom- 
pli.'hed  lady,  who  wa.s  born  in  Georgia  and 
proved  to  him  a splendid  helpmate  on  life’s 
jotiriiey.  She  was  Itorn  in  1830  and  was  a 
daughter  of  Colonel  John  and  Sarah  fLavvle.ss) 
r’irlcle,  the  former  a native  of  North  Carolina 
and  the  latter  of  Virginia.  Colonel  Pirkle  was 
a man  of  broad  mind,  much  bu.siness  sagacity^ 
and  enterprise  and  l)ec;aiTic  a prosperous  farmer 
and  distiller.  He  owned  many  ^laves  and  was 
a wealthy  man  of  his  community,  influential  in 
public  life,  yet  without  aspirations  for  office. 
He  was  a devoted  member  of  the  Baptist 
church,  and  a kindly  .spirit  and  helpful  di.sposi- 
tion  tnade  him  honored  and  esteemed  by*  all 
with  whom  he  was  associated.  His  death  oc- 
curred in  Georgia  in  1871.  He  lost  his  first 
wife  in  1862.  after  which  he  married  again,  his 
second  union  being  with  Jane  McDonald,  by 
whom  he  had  three  children  : Samuel.  Rhoda  j. 
and  one  who  died  in  childluxxl.  The  children 
of  the  first  marriage  were:  Harriet.  .Sally, 

Bethany,  Delilah,  Elizabeth,  .Martha,  Serena. 
Jennie,  i\lrs.  Nancy  Cagle.  Emily*.  John  T.  and 
.brinceton  1'..  the  l.a,-t  named  a successful  rner- 
chanL  of  Georgia. 

-\t  the  time  of  his  marriage  Captain  Cagle 
sciilcd  with  lii.<-  bride  upon  a farm,  to  which  he 
gave  his  attention  until  after  the  outbreak  of 
the  Civil  war.  He  was  oyijiosed  to  secession 
and  used  his  influence  agrnn.st  the  incivemcnt, 
but  wlitii  the  s'tuih  had  voted  to  witlidravv 
from  tile  Union  ho  remained  true  to  hi.s  .state 
and  its  people,  being  among  the  finst  to  take 
up  arms  in  defense  of  the  south  and  among  the 
la.st  to  lay  them  clown,  lie  enlisted  in  1862 
as  a private  in  an  infantry*  regiment  and  was 
detailed  fe.r  service  in  the  commissary  depart- 
nic.nt,  with  which  he  continued  until  .Nugust, 
iS6,.|.  He  wa.s  itt  General  l.ee's  army  with  tlie 
First  Geevrgia  Regulars  and  in  1864  he  raised  a 
company  of  cavalry  and  joined  Graham’s  bat- 
talion, which  was  assigned  to  the  array  of 
Tcnnessc-i.  and  Georgia,  with  which  Gaptain 
Cagle  w.as  connected  until  the  close  of  the 
war,  surrendering  at  Kingston,  Georgia,  in 
May,  3865.  He  wtis  never  wounded  nor  cap- 


tured, although  he  saw  all  of  the  horrors  and 
hardships  of  war  and  underwent  the  exposure 
meted  out  to  the  soldier.  During  the  first  two 
y*ears  of  hi.s  service  he  took  part  in  all  of  the 
important  engagements  oi  Lee’s  army*  and  with 
the  cavalry  troops  opened  the  fights  and 
guarded  the  rear  of  the  divisions.  Following 
the  close  of  hostilities  he  returned  home,  where 
he  was  met  by*  his  w ife,  who  with  brav*e  and 
earnest  spirit  encouraged  him  in  his  attempt  to 
make  a new  start.  The  negroes  had  been  freed, 
the  property*  had  been  dcstroy*ed  through  the 
ravages  of  war  and  then  came  the  period  of  re- 
construction and  carpet-bag  rule. 

Captain  Cagle  decided  to  enter  the  dry*  goods 
business  and  he  secured  the  first  commission 
issued  in  Hall  county,  Georgia,  from  Major 
W iliber,  of  Chicago,  who  loaned  him  money*  to 
pay*  for  the  licen.se.  He  then  started  for  At- 
lanta to  buy  goods.  He  had  only  eight  dollars 
and  twerity-fivc  eent.s  in  money,  but  he  there 
formed  the  acquaintance  of  a Mr.  Law,  of  New 
York  City,  who  sold  him  three  hundred  dollars' 
worth  of  goods  on  credit.  He  took  his  own 
horse  anil  hiring  a mule  thus  had  a team  with 
which  he  began  preddliug  goods,  taking  produce 
in  exchange.  The  zeal  and  energy*  which  have 
ever  been  strong  characteristics  of  Captain 
Cagle  stood  him  in  good  stead  then  and  in  six 
months’  time  his  success  was  assured,  for  his 
debts  were  paid  ami  he  had  a stock  of  goods  on 
hand.  At  that  time  he  relinquished  peddling 
and  established  a store,  thus  making  .sale  of 
merchamlise.  He  had  previously*  bought  his 
goods  oil  credit,  hut  a friend,  .seeing  that  he 
was  successful,  loaned  him  ten  thousand  dollars 
without  interest  and  thus  he  was  enabled  to 
make  a good  start.  From  the  beginning  pros- 
perity* attended  his  labors  and  at  the  end  of 
three  years  all  of  his  indebtedness  was  dis- 
charged and  he  had  a very  gratify*iiig  capital  at 
his  command. 

Later  Captain  Cagle  received  the  govern- 
ment appointment  to  take  the  census  of  Jack- 
.son  county*.  Georgia.  This  was  in  the  y*ear 
1870  and  he  sold  out  his  business  and  completed 
the  census,  after  which  he  bought  a tract  of 
land  on  a new  railroad  and  platted  the  town  of 
Flowery  Brandi.  There  he  built  a hotel,  w*hich 
he  conducted  for  a time,  and  he  also  received 
the  appointment  of  postmaster  and  conducted 
a mercantile  enterprise.  He  was  successful  in 
founding  the  town  and  in  instituting  its  busi- 
ne.ss  interests  and  there  he  remained  for  two 
y*ears.  after  which  he  again  sold  out.  In  1S73 
he  disposed  of  his  home  in  Georgia  and  came 
to  Texas,  locating  first  in  Falls  county*,  where 
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he  rented  a farm  and  remained  for  a year.  He 
afterward  went  to  Clay  county,  where  he  pur- 
chased a large  tract  of  land  in  the  Big  Wichita 
valley,  beginning  its  improvemeut,  but  a year 
later  he  sold  out,  losing  fifty  cents  per  acre  on 
his  investnient,  altb(.)ugh  the  land  is  now  worth 
tvvcnt}’'-five  dollars  per  acre.  At  that  time  he 
removed  to  Sherman  and  accepted  a clerkship 
in  a general  store,  where  he  remained  for  a 
year,  vvhen  he  leased  a farm  near  Van  Alstyne 
and  wdien  twelve  months  had  passed  he  pur- 
chased land  in  the  western  part  of  Cooke  coun- 
t)y  becoming  owner  of  three  hundred  acres, 
which  he  improved  into  a good  farm,  conduct- 
ing it  successfully  for  a number  of  3*ears.  He 
then  lea.sed  that  property  and  again  resumed 
merchandising,  diis  time  at  St  Jo.  where  he 
conducted  a store  for  three  years. 

Captain  Cagle  was  then  elected  county  sur- 
vev'or  of  Montague  county,  closed  out  his 
business  and  established  his  home  in  the  town 
of  Montague,  where  he  conducted  surveying 
for  two  t'ears.  In  1893  he  went  to  Oklahoma 
in  the  c.apacit_v  of  a civil  engineer  and  located 
claims  for  people,  while  later  he  removed  to 
Comanche  county  and  followed  the  same  busi- 
ness, having  an  office  at  Lawton.  An  extensive 
clientage  was  accorded  him,  so  that  his  business 
proved  profitable.  When  in  Cooke  countj-  Cap- 
tain Cagle  was  made  state  lecturer  for  the 
grange  and  he  was  a director  of  the  Dallas  Ex- 
change in  the  citt"  of  Dallas.  In  more  recent 
years  he  has  been  engaged  in  surveying  in 
Chickasaw  nation  and  locating  claims  for  the 
Indians.  In  1904  he  was  appointed  claim  agem 
for  the  purpose  of  collecting  pay  for  the  Con- 
federates who  lost  horses  and  personal  propert_v 
taken  from  them  by  the  Federal  army  during 
the  war  of  the  rebellion.  He  is  likewise  pen- 
sion agent  and  i.s  agent  for  the  .\tlanta  Con- 
stitution. being  a clo.se  friend  of  its  founder, 
Henr}''  Grady.  It  wall  thus  be  seen  that  Cap- 
tain Cagle  is  an  all-around  business  man  equal 
to  any  emergency.  He  has  a spirit  of  daring 
that  more  conservative  people  would  perhaps 
censure,  but  his  keen  sagaciH'  and  enterprise 
have  guided  his  movements  and  it  is  seldom, 
if  ever,  that  his  judgment  has  been  at  fault. 

To  Captain  and  Mrs.  Cagle  have  been  born 
eight  children:  Tyler  Z.,  a Baptist  minister 

now  living  at  Decatur,  Texas;  John  A.,  a dry 
goods  merchant  at  Whitewright,  Texas;  Her- 
man J.,  a stock  farmer  in  the  Indian  Territory; 
William  P.,  a stock  farmer  and  trader  at  Mem- 
phis, Texas;  Molly  E.,  who  became  the  wife  of 
C.  Whitehead,  of  Lawton,  Texas,  who  died  in 
September,  1903,  leaving  two  children ; Mrs. 


Emma  Gardner  Baile_v,  who  died  in  iQOCi,  leav- 
ing two  children  : Claude  B.,  who  is  the  u ife  of 
I.  Kevs,  a merchant  c>f  Ringgold,  Texas;  and 
Belle,  the  wife  of  J.  R.  Caviiiss,  of  Okeiu, 
Oklahoma,  a B.apiist  minister,  t’aptaiii  Cagle 
has  also  reared  and  educated  a nejdiew,  Thomas 
Cagle,  who  is  now  practicing  medicine  in  the 
Creek  nation.  The  wife  and  mother  departed 
this  life  June  20.  t88S.  She  was  a consistent 
member  of  the  Baptist  church  and  reared  her 
.children  in  that  faith. 

While  in  Georgia  Captain  Cagle  filled  many 
positions  of  honor  and  trust.  He  was  elected 
and  serv'ed  as  county  judge,  was  rdso  notary 
public  and  was  connected  with  the  railroads  itj 
different  ways.  At  one  time  he  was  conductor 
on  the  road.  He  was  influential  with  the  car- 
pet-baggers and  he  ever  used  his  influence  for 
the  good  of  his  felknvmen  and  the  furtherance  of 
public  inlere.sls.  He  is  a fluent  and  earnest 
speaker,  active  and  helpful  in  cami)aign  work 
Gild  his  onh’  departure  from  the  regular  Dem- 
ocracy was  in  1896,  when  he  cast  his  baliot  for 
the  gold  .standard  as  represented  b_v  Palnser 
and  Buckner.  Pie  was  reared  in  the  Baptist 
church  and  from  its  faith  has  never  departed. 
He  is  also  a member  of  the  Masonic  frateviiitt' 
and  is  affiliated  widi  a number  of  civic  societies. 
He  now  maintains  his  office  in  Ringgold  and  is 
a representative  citizen  of  this  part  of  the  state, 
whose  life  has  been  eventful,  there  having  been 
many  exciting  chajiters  in  his  history,  while  his 
successful  accomplishment  is  the  direct  result 
of  his  indefatigable  energy  and  keen  business 
enterprise. 

R.  W.  CUNNINGHAM.  Texas  has  fur- 
nished splendid  opportunities  to  the  agricultur- 
ist and  stockman,  and  citizens  of  enterjudse  and 
ability  have  taken  advantage  of  the  possibilities 
here  provided.  To  this  class  in  Alomague 
comity  belongs  R.  W.  Cunningham,  who  was 
born  in  Tennessee,  on  the  12th  of  Dcccmlier, 
1856.  He  was  reared  to  farm  jiursuit  and  was 
educated  in  the  common  schools.  His  parents 
are  Bennett  K.  and  Joanna  L.  (M  itten)  Cun- 
ningham, both  of  whom  were  natives  of  \'ir- 
ginia.  The  maternal  grandfather.  Samuel  Wit- 
ten, lived  in  the  Old  Dominion,  while  the 
paternal  grandfather,  Oscar  Cumiinghani, 
came  from  Ireland.  He  took  up  his  abode  in 
the  Old  Dominion,  where  he  spent  his  remain- 
ing days  and  Samuel  Witten  also  continued  to 
reside  in  that  state  until  called  to  his  final 
rest.  Both  were  farming  people  of  that  localitt’ 
and  owned  slaves  there.  The  children  of  Oscar 
Cuimmgham  were  five  in  number,  naniel}’ : 
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0>car,  Jr,,  who  is  a jiroi'lin"  eldt-r  .of  ihf 
•odisl  Episcopal  church;  W’illiaui,  a resident 
farmer;  George,  wlio  came  to  the  west;  Ben- 
lieU  ; nnd  [’<‘11}  . who  died  mmiarried, 

Beimcu  Cunningham,  school  teacher,  jdiysi- 
cian  and  inmistcr  of  the  .Methcidisl  church,  re- 
moved from  \ irginia  to  Tennessee  and  settled 
■m  a farm.  He  there  followed  tile  practice  of 
medicine,  in  uhich  he  e\  as  chiefly  engaged  un- 
til after  the  inauguration  of  the  Ci\-il  war,  when 
he  became  a regimental  surgeon  in  the  Con- 
federate army  at  Bowling-  Green,  Kentucky, 
where  he  died  of  pneumonia  in  the  same  year, 
i8Gi.  He  was  a man  C'f  lilicral  education  and 
bnoad  scholarly  attainracnis,  who  served  as 
profe.ssiir  in  Henr)-  College,  \'irginia,  until  his 
health  failed,  after  which  he  practiced  medicine. 
Broad-minded,  intelligent  and  -SMiipathetie  he 
ever  desired  the  betterment  of  humanity  and 
gave  his  efforts  to  movements  that  tended  in 
that  direction.  In  politics  he  was  a stanch 
Democrat,  but  without  political  aspiration  for 
himself.  He  w-as  opposed  to  slavery  and  sold 
his  sla\-es  prior  to  the  outbreak  of  hostilities, 
but  his  sympathies  were  with  the  south  in  re- 
gard to  the  right  to  secede  from  the  Union 
and  he  therefore  joined  the  Confederate  army. 
His  wife  yet  survives  him  and  resides  at  Rock- 
dale, Texas.  After  the  death  of  her  husband 
she  kept  her  chiklren  together,  carefully  rear- 
ing them,  giving  them  every  opp'ortunity  that 
she  could.  She  deserves  much  credit  ior  what 
she  accomplished  and  has  certainly  performed  a 
mother's  full  duty  toward  her  sons  and  daugh- 
ters. About  1880  she  rcmoveil  to  Texas  and  lo- 
cated at  Rockdale,  Milan  county,  where  she 
resided  for  a number  of  years  uj>on  a farm,  but 
now  makes  her  home  in  the  town  of  Rockdale. 
She  holds  membership  in  the  iMethodi.st  Episc..> 
pal  church,  of  which  her  hu-sband  was  a niin- 
i.ster  and  her  life  ha.s  been  actuated  by  her 
Christian  faith,  which  has  guided  her  in  all  her 
relations  to  her  fellovvnien.  In  tlu;  family 
were  nine  children:  Eleanor  VY.,  who  is  now 

the  wife  of  R.  F.  Kendrick;  Jolm  B..  who  is 
yet  living  in  Tennessee;  Virginia,  the  wife  of 
B.  Eili.s;  Samuel  O..  who  i,-.  engaged  in  black- 
smithing;  Luther  P.,  Tlieodosha  R.,  the  wife 
of  L.  Burgess;  Thomas  B,,  a farmer,  niathcma- 
tician  and  inventor;  R.  W.  of  this  review,  and 
Mrs.  Maggie  IKirlis. 

.R,  W\  Cunningliam  was  bc-rn  and  reared  in 
Teimc.sscc  and  after  the  death  of  his  father  he 
rem.iiucd  on  the  old  home,  a.s.sisting  his  mother 
in  the  !.'ib<<r,s  of  die  farm.  In  iSSo  he  was  mar- 
ried and  -o.Hi  anerward  removed  to  Texas, 


-pending  the  first  > ear  in  and  near  Pilot  Point,  in 
Denton  county.  He  was  there  employed  as  a 
farmhand  and  later  he  removed  to  ililan  coun- 
ty, where  he  raised  one  crop.  He  was  after- 
ward employed  in  a cotton  gin  for  three  years, 
making  his  home  in  Milan  county  altogether 
for  six  years.  In  the  fall  of  1889  he  removed 
to  Montague  county  and  purchased  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  acres  of  land  from  the  firm  of 
Brodus  & Jordan.  lie  was  the  first  to  buy  and 
open  up  a farm.  He  built  a liouse,  made  sul>- 
staiitial  improvements  upon  the  place  and  has 
himself  done  most  of  the  work.  His  capital 
was  limited  when  he  took  up  his  abode  here 
and  he  worked  accordingly,  but  .as  his  financial 
resources  have  increased  he  has  added  to  his 
land  each  year  until  he  now--  owns  fi\  c hundred 
and  sixty  acres,  of  which  two  hundred  and 
cight_v  acres  is  under  a high  state  of  cultivation. 
He  has  a good  herd  of  cattle  upon  his  place, 
also  ten  head  of  horses  and  some  hotrs,  and  in 
both  his  farming  and  stock-raising  interests  is 
meeting  with  well  merited  succes.s,  his  entire 
attention  being  given  to  his  farm  and  its  prod- 
ucts. 

Mr.  Cunningham  was  married  to  iMiss  Mary 
R.  Harmon,  who  was  born  in  Tennessee  Janu- 
ary 18,  1862,  and  is  an  intelligent  lady,  who 
has  been  a good  helpmate  to  her  husband  on 
life’s  journey.  Her  parents  were  W.  W.  and 
Jane  B.  (Turner)  Harmon,  both  of  whom  were 
natives  of  Tennessee.  Her  father  served  in 
the  Confederate  army  and  {)artici])ated  in  the 
siege  of  Vicksburg.  He  afterward  removed  to 
Texas  in  1882  and  in  1886  Ijecame  a resident 
of  Montague  county,  where  he  purchased  land 
and  improved  a farm,  making  his  home  thereon 
until  his  death,  which  occurred  in  1892.  His 
wife  yet  survives  liim  and  makes  Iier  home  with 
a son.  They  are  members  of  the  iMcthodist 
Episcopal  church,  South,  and  Mr.  Harmon 
lived  a quiet,  uneventful  life,  characterized  by 
lidelilv  to  ever.-  dut}-  that  devolved  upon  him. 
‘~o  that  he  won  the  re.sjiect  and  esteem  of  all 
with  whom  he  came  in  contact,  lu  his  family 
Were  eight  chikirr-n : lames,  a farmer;  E.?ter, 

the  wife  of  M.  Ford,  who  also  follows  farming; 
Lizzie;  Mrs.  Mary  R.  Cuuninghani,  Joseph  T., 
vv ho  was  formerly  a farmer,  but  i.s  now  follow- 
ing nierdiandising-  in  Oklahoma;  Jacob  A..  \Hio 
likewise  carrie.s  on  agricultural  pursuits;  .Mrs. 
Enmia  MeXatt ; and  i\Irs.  Carrie  Rice. 

TliC  home  of  !Mr.  and  IMrs.  Cunningham  has 
beeui  hles,--cd  with  eight  children:  Bennett, 

born  \i>ril  3,  1882;  John  Liecember  29. 

1884:  Hilda,  July  O,  18S8;  Joanna,  February  13, 
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1S93 ; Fredda,  November  20,  1894;  Eddie^  Xo- 
■\  ejnber  16,  1896;  Dallas,  FebruarT,-  7,  1898;  and 
Jnlia,  January  28,  i9<jo. 

3Irs.  Cimningham  i?  a member  of  the  Metho- 
dist church  and  a most  estimable  lady.  Air. 
Cumiinghain.  is  a .stahvart  Democrat  in  his  po- 
litical views,  but  though  he  has  never  sought 
or  desired  office  he  has  assisted  the  sheriff  in 
rnakiiig  some  arrests.  He  has  .frequesitly  at- 
tended tile  conventions  of  his  party  and  greatly 
desires  its  success.  He  is  a broad-minded,  in- 
lelHgem  bu.siness  man,  who  as  the  architect  of 
his  own  fortunes  has  builded  wisely  and  well. 
His  prosperitv  is  attributable  entirely  to  hi.s 
own  labors  ami  his  strong  purpiose,  guided  by 
sound  judgiiierit  and  suppletnented  by  un- 
flagging energy"  constitute  the  basis  of.  his 
prosperity. 

SIMEON  T.  SEDDOX.  Mr.  Seddon  was 
one  of  the  first  settlers  of  Upper  Tonk  valley. 
Young  county,  having  founded  his  first  per- 
manent home  in  the  Lone  Star  state  on  Tonk 
branch  in  1873,  where  the  steady  ar.d  substan- 
tial part  ox  his  life  has  been  passed.  Here  his 
efforts,  and  those  of  his  industrious  posterity, 
have  been  liberally  rewarded  and  the  prosper- 
ity which  has  been  visited  upon  him  and  them 
marks  his  household  with  that  brand  of  sub- 
stantiality which  is  a certain  index  to  the  high 
character  of  any  community. 

In  his  early  manhood  Air.  Seddoii's  environ- 
ment wa.s  of  that  excitement-producing  char- 
acter which  forces  life  on  a high  key  and  the 
weekly  occurrences  of  those  strenuous  years 
were  such  as  xo  impress  indelibly  upon  the 
scroll  of  his  memory  events  which  challenge  in 
interest  those  of  any  other  locality  on  the 
plains.  Air.  Seddon  came  to  America  at  the 
outbreak  of  the  Civil  war.  believing  that  the 
ccjuditions  here  then  opened  the  way  for  service 
in  many  lines  and  at  wages  better  than  any 
Old  England  ever  knew.  He  went  direct  to 
Fort  Leavenworth,  on  the  Alissouri  river,  and 
got  into  the  freighting  service  without  diffi- 
culty, being  within  the  next  three  years  in  the 
employ,  respectively,  of  Alajor  & .Russell, 
Salisbury  Sz  Sleman.s  and  Cage,  Christian  & 
Company,  doing  an  overland  hauling  business 
from  the  river  to  points  across  the  plaijis  in 
Colorado,  X'ebraska,  Wyoming,  Montana  and 
New-  Ztlexico. 

To  the  old  plainsmen  Forts  Bridger,  Laramie. 
Union  and  the  tow  ns  of  Juleshurg  and  Denver 
suggest  incidents  in  their  experience  filled  with 
the  drama  of  the  frontier,  and  in  tlie  tw^euty 
trips  'which  Air.  Seddon  made  to  and  from 


those  western  gaie'wavs  many  things  happened 
’.viiich  made  the  hair  .stand  and  the  blood  chill. 
As  is  well  known  the  mode  of  travel  across  the 
'■'great  .American  desert’’  in  those  days  wa-  by 
ox  team  and  the  slow-plodding  bovine  wore  the 
days  into  weeks  a.nd  kept  the  great  caravans 
for  a month  expo.sed  to  hostile  attack.  The 
red  man  was  particularly  active  and  bitter 
against  hi,;  "paleface"  brother  during  the  war. 
but  unle.ss  strongly vour.numbernig  a train  he 
never  made  his  cowardly  and  murderous  as- 
sault. During  hi.'  three  year.^  amcnig  them  a 
sight  >’f  a bunch  of  Indians  was  a common  r,ne 
to  our  subject,  and  divers  and  ntaiiy  times  were 
they  driven  OIL  while  making  a sh-o'.',  .a  re- 
si.stance  to  the  progress  eff  the  .vr.ierican  sliip 
of  the  desert. 

In  1863  the  various  tribes  fortrted  a plan  to 
attach  every  train  crossing  the  plains  and  de- 
stroy them  bodily  and  a certain  Susidat  was 
agreed  upon  !•.)  do  their  deadlv  work.  As  it 
happened  the  train  with  which  Air.  Seddon 
was  connected  was  too  near  Denver  to  be  mo- 
lested and  on  their  arrival  in  Denver  on  that 
August  day  the  town  was  all  excitement  over 
the  news  of  the  massacres,  the  burning  of 
train.s  and  the  carrying  off  of  plunder  by  the 
Indians  as  a re.-ult  of  ihelr  cosicerted  attack. 
Colonel  Chivington,  of  the  United  .States  army, 
happened  to  be  in  Denver  and  he  raised  a ct>n> 
pariV  i>f  v.-jlumeers  two  hundred  strong  to  prc.- 
ceed  against  the  red  man’s  camp  oil  Sand  creek, 
sc-iuc  thirty  niik-s  northeast  of  Fort  Lyon,  and 
fxtenninaif  tlie  band,  root  and  branch.  Having 
been  schw.>Ied  in  adventure  up  to  this  linic.  Air. 
SeddvUi  gladly  added  his  presence  to  the  im- 
provised army  and  did  his  share  t<  wvard  putting 
out  the  light  of  ev  ery  brave,  squaw  and  p>apoo:c 
in  the  Sand  creek  camp. 

In  1864  Air.  Seddon  joined  the  freighting- 
trains  of  the  L'nited  State.s  govermnenf  carvy- 
ing  supplies  for  the  cormnissaries  in  the  Indian 
Territory'  and  during  that  year  lie  was  witit 
the  largest  train  ever  sent  south  when  it  was 
captured  by  the  Confederates  at  Cabin  Creek. 
Indian  Territory,  the  .supplies  convened  to  the 
enemy’s  use  and  the  officers  and  men  of  the 
train  turned  loose. 

Mr.  Seddon  came  to  Texas  in  1S67  from  .Ivan- 
sas  and  in  1868  located  in  .P,trker  county,  nine 
miles  .s'vuth  of  Vv’eatherford.  The  first  year  of 
his  rv'iikuce  in  the  slate  he  pa'^sed  as  a 
freighter.  He  ':>w  ned  a team,  but  had  other 
means  of  slaying  hunger  than  rliat  offered  by 
fids  old-time  occupation  as  a goods-hauler  ant 
lie  pa>.'C-d  to  and  fro  between  Corsicana.  Bryan 
and  Bremond  and  Forts  Griffin.  Richardson 
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anil  W taiherfoi'd,  always  accompanying  a 
wagon  vraiii  to  be  able  to  frustrate  Indian  at- 
t-'icks,  as  they  fre(|ueiitly  occurred.  For  five 
years  he  fanned  modestly  in  I’arker  county 
and  with  a humble  beginning  he  cast  his  lot 
with  the  scattered  settlers  of  Young  county. 
^^'ith  liis  team  of  horses  and  one  of  oxen  he  en- 
tered upon  his  pre-emption  in  Tonk  valley  and 
built  the  prove  rlual  log  cabin  for  the  reception 
of  his  little  family.  This  primitive  cottage 
served  as  his  home  for  fourteen  years,  when 
his  present-day  cottage  look  its  place.  Not 
alone  as  a farmer  did  he  prosper,  but  the 
raising  of  horses  added  rapidly  to  his  strong 
box  and  from  year  to  year  he  added  matcrially 
to  his  landed  estate,  paying  ta.xes  now  on  more 
than  eleven  hundred  acres  and  having  more 
than  two  hundred  under  cultivation. 

Simeon  T.  Seddon  is  an  Englishman  by  na- 
tivity. He  was  born  in  Lancashire  December 
21,  7843,  of  j)arent.s  vvho.se  ancestors  for  un- 
numbered generations  hail  called  Lancashire 
their  home.  His  father  was  John  Seddon,  a 
rnerchririt.  yet  living,  and  his  mother  was  Alice 
riiorj),  who  died  many  v-ears  ago.  Simeon  T. 
w a>  the  oldest  child,  then  came  .\iine,  wife  of 
Tames  Cook;  iUarty  who  married  Edward 
Story;  Elizabeth,  who  became  Mrs.  Tom 
Butterworth : and  Emily. 

.As  it  must  hajipen  in  England,  Mr.  Seddon 
acquired  a fair  education  and  from  eleven  to 
seveiueea  years  of  age  was  employed  in  a 
shifipiug  store,  the  wliile  contributing  to  his 
own  su[>port.  He  sailcvl  from  l.iverpool  on  the 
sailer  Sareriac  and  landed  at  Philadeljvhia  after 
seven  week.s  and  a day  out.  and  went  to  the  cen- 
ter of  the  continent  at  once,  where,  at  Leaven- 
worth, he  was  to  meet  an  uncle.’  Sam  Thorp, 
and  got  into  the  freighting  service  without 
delay. 

Near  Weatherford.  Texas,  iu  September, 
1877.  ,\lr.  Seddon  married  Ellen  Johnson,  a 
daughter  of  R.  N.  Johnson,  who  came  to  Collin 
county,  Texas,  from  Kentucky.  Mrs.  Seddon 
was  born  in  Collin  couitty  in  1S53  and  she  and 
.Mr.  Seddon  are  the  parents  of  John  William,  of 
^’oung  county;  Alinnie,  wdfe  of  B.  M.  Moore, 
of  L.-unar,  Colorado:  Simeon,  of  Creer  ctaunty. 
Oklahoma,  is  married  t(.»  Sallie  Alatthewis ; 
.Alice,  w ife  of  A\’.  W.  Mays,  of  Young  couul.v  ; 
Kiclurd.  ..f  \'eni<>n.  Texas:  and  .\ellie  and 

Charles,  yei  with  the  domestic  circle. 

The  btisiiicss  of  Simeon  T.  Seddon's  life  has 
iteeu  nidiistry  and  coitstant  achievement.  In 
his  study  of  f|uestions  of  government  he  ha.s 
driftetl  from  Dentocracy  toward  Socialism,  but 
in  practice  is  neutral  and  pa.ssive  in  local  mu- 


nicipal affairs.  He  believes  in  the  teachings  of 
I'rim  and  Thummum  as  translated  b)'  the  first 
Joseph  Smith  and  owms  fealty  to  the  church  of 
the  I^atter  Day  Saints. 

CEClRCE  W.  HAZELWOOD  is  a member 
of  ilie  firm  of  Eaton  & Hazelwood,  of  the  I’alo 
Pinto  Couriiy  Abstract  and  iluarantee  Com- 
jiany,  cariying  on  business  at  both  Palo  Pinto 
and  Alineral  Wells,  Mr.  Hazchvood  having 
charge  of  the  office  at  the  latter  place.  He  was 
born  in  Stephens  county,  Te.xas,  in  1869,  and 
is  a son  of  Calvin  T.  and  Martha  (McCracken) 
Hazelwood.  His  father  was  one  of  the  prom- 
inent and  honored  old  settlers  and  Indian  fight- 
ers of  Palo  Pinto  county.  He  was  born  in 
Lincoln  county,  Tennessee,  in  1824,  and  was 
there  reared  upon  the  farm.  In  Mississippi  he 
enlisted  for  service  in  the  Mexican  w^ar,  be- 
conting  a tnember  of  Company  A,  of  a Missis- 
sippi regiment  under  command  of  Captain  Mc- 
Kee, wdiich  W’as  assigned  to  Colonel  .Anderson’s 
battalion.  Air.  Ilazehvood  w’as  mustered  in  at 
A'icksburg  and  w^ent  wdth  his  company  down 
the  river  to  New'  Orleans  and  thence  by  boat  to 
Tampico,  Alexico,  w'here  his  battalion  joined 
the  army  under  General  Winfield  Scott.  W'hen 
the  war  was  over  he  returned  by  the  same  route 
and  was  mustered  out  at  V^icksburg. 

Calvin  T.  Hazehvood  came  to  Texas  in  1849 
and  after  a brief  period  spent  in  Harrison 
county  took  up  his  abode  in  Houston  county. 
In  1854  he  reniiwed  to  Tarrant  county,  becom- 
ing die  of  its  earliest  settlers,  and  he  is  still 
kindly  remembered  by  the  pioneer  residents  of 
Tarrant  county  w'ho  are  still  living  there  and 
who  endured  with  him  the  hardships,  dangers 
and  trials  of  pioneer  life.  His  greatest  hard- 
ships, however,  were  yet  to  come,  following 
his  remov'al  to  Palo  Pinto  county,  where  he 
.settled  in  1837,  only  a few  days  after  the  countv 
had  been  organized.  He  pre-empted  some  land 
for  a home,  three  miles  w'est  of  Palo  Pinto,  the 
countv  seat.  This  fine  old  place  has  become 
better  known  in  later  days  as  the  location  of 
‘’Lovers’  Retreat”  and  Hazelwood  Springs  and 
these  comprise  a homestead  of  beauty  and  in- 
terest. ^^'hen  Air.  Hazelwood  and  his  family 
first  came  to  Palo  Pinto  county  the  greater 
number  of  the  Indians  were  located  at  Fort 
Pnlkiiap,  and  were  quite  friendly,  but  soon 
some  of  them,  mainly  Conianches.  began  to 
177 ake  trouble  by  stealing  horses.  Thei'eupon 
the  settlers  complained  to  the  government  that 
the  Indians  were  getting  troublesome  and 
should  be  removed  to  .Fcirt  Sill,  in  the  Indian 
nation.  The  red  men  hearing  of  this  became 
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angr_r  and  were  more  troublesoine  than  ever. 
\\"heii  Texas  seceded  from  the  UnioTi  the  gdv- 
ernrnem  troops  were,  of  course,  w’itlidraw'ri  and 
then  the  Indians  with  unbridled  licetise  made 
life  a continuous  burden  and  danger  to  the  un- 
protected settlers.  Their  stealing,  niardering 
and  marauding  compelled  the  settlers  to  band 
themselves  together,  living  principally  at  the 
county  seat,  which  was  then  the  only  .settle- 
ment of  any  importance.  Many  residents.  Iiovc- 
ever.  took  refuge  in  counties  further  east,  al- 
most depopulating  some  parts  ot  Palo  Pinto 
county,  notabl}'  the  Keeichi  countrs'.  ilr. 
Hazelwood  %vas  in  many  combats  with  the  In- 
dians. on  Tiiore  than  one  occasion  when  he  was 
alone,  and  recalls  one  experience  when  he  wa> 
chased  and  shot  at  by  ten  or  a dozen  Indians. 
He  was  on  his  horse  and  a red  man  ap>proaclted, 
so  close  at  one  time  that  turning  arcmitd  he 
could  see  the  caps  of  their  pistols.  He  had 
many  narrow  escapes  personally  asid  his  wife 
and  children  at  home  were  in  even  greater 
danger  from  the  savages.  It  was  unsafe  at  night 
to  go  out  of  the  hou.'C  to  pick  up  a stick  of  stove 
wood  for  it  «'as  impossible  to  tell  where  the 
treacherous  foe  was  lurking.  Not  the  least  of 
the  trotible  was  occasioned  by  the  Indians 
periodically  stealing  the  horses,  making  a con- 
stant drain  on  ilr.  Hazelwood’s  finances,  for  he 
was  obliged  to  purchase  new  horses  as  soon 
as  the  former  ones  were  stolen.  About  t86S 
he  removed  liis  family  to  Stephens  count}',  lo- 
cating at  Picketville,  now  Breckenri  dge,  Texa.s. 
At  that  place  the  Indians  bothered  them  even 
worse  than  at  Palo  Pinto  and  it  was  at  the 
Stephens  county  home  that  in  i8c8  IMr.  Hazel- 
wood's brother,  George  Vv . H.,  was  killed  by 
the  Indians.  The  family  returned  to  Palo  Pinto 
about  1870.  locating  in  tlte  county  seat,  whicli 
remained  tlie  home  for  many  years,  and  it  was 
not  until  the  fall  of  1904  that  lUr.  and  Mrs. 
Calvin  T.  Hazelwood  removed  to  IMineral 
M'ells. 

Mrs.  Hazelwood.  «lio  was  married  to  her 
husband  in  Tarrant  county,  is  the  daughter  of 
Anson  IMcCracken,  a well  known  old  settler  of 
Dallas  county,  Texas,  where  he  located  on  re- 
moving to  the  Lone  Star  state  from  IMissouri. 
his  native  state,  in  1845.  He  was  one  of  the  fir.st 
men  to  take  up  a ‘■head-right’’  in  Dallas  couniy 
and  was  one  of  the  first  justices  of  the  peace. 
He  later  removed  to  Tarrant  county,  where  he 
died.  Isirs.  Hazelwood  recalls  with  her  hus- 
band manv  pleasant  as  well  a.=  unpleasant 
memories  of  their  life  in  western  Texas,  having 
vivid  recollections  of  the  dangers  and  priva- 
tions that  come  to  the  pioneer’s  wife  in  rearing 


a family  amid  the  envirorunents  of  the  wild 
west.  ilr.  and  IMrs,  Hazelwood  now  have 
several  children  living  in  Palo  Pinto  county 
and  e!sewhe-e.  The}’  are  an  honored  pioneer 
couple,  worth}'  the  unqualified  regard  and  re- 
spect which  is  extended  them,  and  the  part 
whicli  the}’  have  played  in  the  development  and 
progress  of  this  portion  of  the  state  well  en- 
thles  them,  to  representation  in  this  volume. 

George  W.  Hazelwood  was  practically 
reared  ixi  the  saddle,  for  from  early  life  he 
rounded  up  the  cattle  and  did  other  work  in 
connection  with  his  father’s  ranch.  He  was 
a cow-raari  at  the  foot  of  the  plains  in  western 
Texas  and  in  fact  from  the  age  of  sixteen  v'ears 
until  a recent  date  was  actively  interested  in 
cattle  indusixy.  For  several  years  he  was 
prominently  identified  with  the  cattle  busi- 
ness and  other  interests  in  Haskell  county  and 
he  became  thoroughly  familiar  with,  the  south- 
ern part  of  the  plains  country  of  western  Te.xas. 
.In  the  spring  of  1904  he  entered  into  partner- 
ship with  Jfxhn  Eaton  under  the  name  of  the 
Palo  Pinto  County  Abstract  and  Guarantee 
Company,  with  offices  at  Palo  Pinto  and  3.1in- 
eral  Weils,  and  Mr.  Hazelwood  has  charge  of 
the  Mineral  Wells  office,  while  Mr.  Eaton  at- 
tends to  the  business  at  Palo  Pinto.  This  com- 
pany was  established  in  1892  and  through  the 
intervening  years  has  become  well  known 
tliroughout  ihi.s  section  of  the  state  by  their 
honorable  business  career  and  enterprising 
methods  of  handling  the  affairs  entrusted  to 
them.  Tlie  firm  deals  extensively  in  real  estate 
for  which  business  tlteir  -own  residence  and  e.x- 
perience  in  western  Texas  peculiarly  fits  them. 
They  also  conduct  an  abstract  and  guarantee 
business,  lielping  Tnarsv  large  land  owners  there 
with  important  financial  interest;,  and  in  fact 
have  an  extensive  clientage. 

3Ir.  Hazelwood  was  married  in  Palo  Pinto 
to  Miss  Dollie  ilassle.  a daughter  of  C.  3V'. 
ilassie.  a promirienL  lawyer  of  tliat  j>!ace  and 
they  have  a little  daughter — .Miss  Velma  Hazel- 
wood. I-ike  his  father  3Ir.  Hazelwood  is  a 
ilason  and  in  his  life  lie  exemplifies  the  benefi- 
cent spirit  of  tlie  craft.  He  is  active  and  ener- 
getic in  his  busines.'  affairs,  determined  in 
whatever  he  undertakes  and  his  labors  have  al- 
ready brought  him.  a very  desirable  success. 

JOHN  A.  ANDERSON,  a member  of  the 
firm  of  Anderson  Brothers,  owners  of  the  Cle- 
burne Roller  IMills,  was  born  in  Ontario,  Can- 
ada. Hi,'  father.  George  Ander.son,  was  a 
native  of  Scotland  and  crossed  the  .Vtlantic  to 
Canada  in  15-59,  making  his  home  in  the  prov- 
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ince  of  Ontiiri"  for  a nuniher  of  years.  W hen 
yet  a young  man.  hfiwever,  he  removed  r\  itli  his 
family  to  (.  (ui.agaraie  comity,  \\'iscoiisir!,  where 
he  esiahlished  a small  grist  mill,  conducting 
ln!■'ine^^  1herc  for  several  years.  In  the  late 
"It's  he  remo>e(l  lo  Tennessee,  where  he  was 
in  a similar  husines'  enterjirise  until  18Sn.  when 
with  his  brother,  John  Anderson,  he  established 
a flour  and  corn  mill  at  Cleburne.  Texas,  under 
the  firm  style  of  A.nderson  Brothers.  The  busi- 
ness has  lieeii  continued  with  increasing  suc- 
cess t;_i  the  present  time  as  the  cultivation  of 
wheat  in  Rdinson  county  has  grown  from  year 
tc>ycar.  Mr.  .\ndci  .sOn  uas  actively  engaged  in 
the  managenient  of  the  business  until  his  death 
in  Aiirii.  irm,',,  at  which  time  his  Ln'Othcr  John 
and  the  subject  of  this  review  became  owners 
of  the  plant  and  business,  which  is  still  con- 
ducted under  the  obi  firm  name,  (leorge  .An- 
derson was  a mcTiiber  of  the  Aletliodist  church 
and  was  r.iic  of  the  rcj)rcsentatie-e  citizens  and 
business  men  of  Chdiurnc.  hejin^rable  and  reli- 
able in  all  transactions  and  enterprising  and 
energetic  in  everything  that  he  undertook. 

John  ,-\.  Andcr.son  became  connected  with 
tlie  milling  busines-s  in  his  youth,  entering  on 
this  work  in  W'iscoii.siii  in  1874  and  continuing 
it  in  Tennessee  ami  Texas.  He  has  been  con- 
nected with  ihe  mill  at  Cleburne  since  its  estab- 
lishment and  lie  had  an  accurate  and  e.xpert 
knowledge  ■■£  the  milling  business  and  the 
millwright's  trade  litfore  cimiiiig  tu  this  city. 
He  had  occ\i[ued  .several  good  positions  as  a 
milhvrigl'it  in  varicnis  noriliern  ami  eastern 
cities,  jirincipaih  in  Buffalo  and  X'ew  York 
The  Cleburne  Roller  Mills,  oi  wdiich  he  is  now 
one  of  the  firoprietors,  has  a capacity  of  one 
hundred  barrels  of  tlour  and  fifty  barrels  of  com 
meal  per  day  and  does  a general  commercial 
and  shipping  business,  keeping  in  touch  with 
the  mclliods  < jf  modern  milling  and  making  ad- 
ditioms  and  inipnwxunents  from  lime  to  time. 

-Mr.  .''inderson  was  married  in  Tennessee  to 
Aliss  \i(..llic  Manierc  and  tliey  have  a coti- 
stanii;  growing  circle  cd  friends  in  Cleburne. 

J.'vCt  til  1 >(,)X  ,\ELI .Air.  Di.iinu  ir.s  advent 
to  Texas  dates  from  the  t'eiilennial  year  when 
he  located  in  Brazos  oninty,  stopjiing  three 
ntile.s  norili  of  Bryan  and  jiassing  his  first  year 
in  the  Slate  as  a farm  hand.  11c  w yrmthiul 
in  ;.i];pearance,  hut  amliitii lus.  and  the  glowing 
accoums  of  tlic  ojiportunities  for  the  y'oung 
man  in  the  Bone  .‘'tar  state  which  ihe  [mess  had 
c> 'nvey  C’,1  to  him  filled  him  with  a desire  to 
niakt-  his  here.  \\  ith  what  success  his 

tinny  y a-.u.s  ha\  c been  crowned,  as  a citizen  of 


the  cm[)ire  of  cominonwealths,  cmr  story  will 
later  on  rev  eal. 

Alc.Xai'ry  county.  Tennessee,  was  the  birth- 
])laee  nf  Jacob  E'onnell  and  l'el)ruary  5,  1853, 
was  the  date  of  liis  Ivirtb.  His  ancestry  was  or 
Iri>li  origin,  bis  grandfather,  John  Donnell — 
originally  (../Donnell — having'  emigrated  from 
'ilrin's  Isle  and  became  a farmer  in  the  state  of 
Tennessee.  John  Donnell  Itad  five  sons,  be- 
side.s  daughter.'^,  and  the  former  were:  Vv’aslt- 
ington,  John,  Samuel,  Robert  and  Reuben. 

Reul.)en  Donnell,  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  .North  Carolina,  and  was  taken  to 
AlcXairy  county  by  his  parents  when  a youth. 
The  Hill-  alsci  emigrated  from  Madison  county 
and  accomjianied  the  Donnells  into  McX’airy, 
Daniel  tlill  being  at  their  head.  Reuben  Don- 
nell married  Maria  Ann  Hill,  a daugliter  of 
Daniel  Hill,  anti  in  i8('35  be  settled  in  Tipj.>ah 
county.  Alississippi,  wliitlier  ..Daniel  Hill  also 
went  and  where  he  died  in  1877.  There  Mr. 
Doimel!  i)ruugbt  bi.s  family  to  mature  years  on 
a farm  and  provided  thorn  with  .siicli  educational 
a-lvanlages  as  the  rural  schools  afforded.  In 
1878  he  came  to  Te.xas  and  settled  iti  Grayson 
county,  vvliere  his  death  occurred  in  i88y,  being 
then  seventy-three  vears  of  age.  His  wife  died 
in  Tippah  county,  XIississil>pi,  in  1874.  They 
were  the  parents  of  several  children,  as  follows  ; 
Rufus,  who  was  killed  in  the  Confederate  serv'- 
ice  during  the  Civil  war;  Washington,  of  St. 
Jo,  Texas:  Jane,  who  died  in  childhood:  Lizzie, 
wife  of  Thomas  Glen,  of  Hardy,  Texas; 
-Annie,  wlio  passed  avvay  young;  John,  who 
dieil  in  Gray.son  county;  Jacob,  our  subject; 
(.lalviu.  of  Clay  county  : Harris,  of  Hardy,  Te.xas; 
Samuel,  of  tJleveland  county,  Oklahoma,  and 
.Albert,  of  Oklahoma  ; Lee,  of  Colgate,  Okla- 
liMinn,  and  Eddie,  wife  of  Richard  Worley,  of 
the  siaie  nf  Washington. 

Jacob  Donnell  discharged  his  obligation  to 
his  father  by  remaining  with  him  until  past  fiis 
majority  and  accjuired  mily  a meager  education 
with  wliich  to  enter  the  world  of  affairs.  When 
he  reaclied  hi,-  (k:>tinnti<)n  in  Te.xas  the  limit 
cif  his  fumls  WHS  also  near  at  hand,  and  had  he 
been  disposed  otherwise,  it  was  neces^ary  for 
him  to  find  work.  He  did  his  first  independent 
farming'  in  Texas  on  James  Higgs’  place  in 
Brazos  county,  with  which  ct'unty  he  was  con- 
nected until  J879.  when  he  settled  in  flrayson. 
and  there  he  received  the  impetus  which  started 
him  well  on  tciward  his  final  success.  He  mar- 
ried soon  after  his  advent  to  Gray.son  county 
and  the  efforts  of  two  on  the  farm  told  more 
effectively'  than  the  efforts  of  one.  Little  bv 
little  the  twain  gathered  substance  about  them 
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anil  when  it  was  discovered  that  the-}''  were  in 
a position  to  "pay  out”  011  a farm  in.  Clay 
county  Mr.  Donnell  came  hither  and  located. 
He  bought  a fractional  quarter  three  miles 
southeast  of  Vashti,  of  James  Rigger,  and  this 
he  has  farmed  intelligently  and  successfully  and 
from  the  products  of  its  soil  he  has  met  the 
obligations  on  his  farm,  added  materially ' to  its 
iini)rovcments  and  is  meeting  hi.s  obligations  on 
a second  farm.  Corn,  cotton  and  stoefe  have 
been  the  means  through  which  he  ha^  won  his 
measure  of  independence  and  his  position  as  a 
citizen  suffers  no  embarrassment  in  compari- 
son witfi  his  position  as  a business  man, 

January  15,  1880.  Mr.  Donnell  married  -Mag- 
gie Toff  in  Grayson  county.  Mrs.  Donnell  was 
a daughter  of  Michael  Puff,  a \"irginia  gentle- 
man and  a farmer,  who  died  in  1869.  Mr.,  Poff 
was  an  overseer  in  the  mines  in  Virginia,  came 
to  Te.xas  and  was  in  the  Confederate  service 
during  the  rebellion  as  a teamster.  He  married 
Louemma.  a daughter  of  Israel  Harless  and 
widow  of  John  Argabright.  I\Jr.  and  Mrs. 
Poff’s  children  were:  James  of  Grayson  county. 
Charles,  of  Swisher  county.  Texas,  Mrs.  Donnell, 
Iwrn  October  26,  1863,  and  William  and  Lillie, 
twins,  die  fonner  of  Grayson  comity. 

John  and  Louemma  Argabright  were  mar- 
ried at  Blacksburg,  W est  Virginia,  where,  Jan- 
uary I,  .1853,  he  was  accidental!}'  killed.  They 
were  the  parents  of  two  children,  viz : Clllie, 
wife  of  T.  B.  Hardeman,  of  Grayson  county, 
and  John  Thomas,  a successful  fanner  of  Clay 
county.  The  Argabrighl.s  were  pioneers  around 
Blacksburg,  West  \'irgiiiia,  and  the  town  was 
built  on  William  Argabrighl’s  land.  The  lat- 
ter was  the  grandfather  of  John,  mentioned 
above.  William  Argabright  was  a fiernian 
and  a blacksmith,  and  among  his  children  wa.s 
John,  who  married  in  North  Carolina,  Lou- 
emnia  Harless,  a daughter  of  Israel  Harless, 
a large  farmer  on  New  River,  Montgomery 
county.  West  Virginia. 

John  T.  Argabright  was  born  May  1,  1853. 
and  left  Virginia  in  i8bi  and  settled,  with  his 
mother  and  step-father,  in  Collin  county, 
Texas.  Later  on,  they  moved  up  into  Grayson 
county,  where  Mr.  Argabright  married  and  re 
sided  until  1882,  when  he  settled  on  his  new 
farm  in  Clay  county. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Donnell’s  family  consists  of 
two  living  children;  T.illie.  wife  of  Jesse  Hun- 
saker,  of  Clay'  county,  with  a son.  Earnest,  and 
Charles  T.,  who  is  an  invaluable  aid  to  the 
family  homestead.  Frank  died  in  childhood. 

The  Donnells  have  maintained  themselves 
upright  as  cilizen.s  and  are  nothing  if  not  rep- 


rcscmative  iilk-rs  of  the  soil.  ( )ur  ‘ubjeci  has 
interested  himself  in  nothing  enitside  of  the  di- 
rect busiiK-ss  of  his  life  and  hi.s  eventual  suc- 
cess i.s  acc! 'untable  for  on  tliis  hy  polhesis  alone. 
He  has  discharged  his  political  oblig'aTi.jiis,  as 
he  sees  it,  when  he  votes  and  on  national  c«r 
.state  questions  the.  Democratic  ticket  receives 
his  support, 

JOHN  A.  LBIV'ERETTE,  devoting  his  ener- 
.gies  to  general  agriculturai  pursuits  near  Sr. 
jo,  i.s  a representative  of  one  of  the  pitmeer 
families  of  Montague  county.  He  was  bevn  in 
Harrison  county',  Georgia,  March  7,  1835.  His 
parents,  Jesse  Leverette  and  Betsey  Woods, 
were  married  in  Georgia,  of  v hii  b state  the 
father  was  a native,  while  the  mother's  L.irth 
occurred  in  North  Carolina.  The  naternai 
gr.andfather,  Jt-sse  Leverette,  8r.,  was  a vvell 
known  fanner  and  [irominem  ami  piynilar 
citizen  of  his  section  of  Georgia,  and  fur  si;-;- 
•leen  y'ears  served  as  sheriff  of  his  county,  dur- 
ing which  lime  he  had  charge  oi  the  removal 
of  the  Cherokee  Indians  from  Cit orgia  to  their 
present  rcsei'vation  in  the  Indian  Terri torv. 
lie  lived  a life  of  usefulness  and  of  sivnal  in- 
tegrity and  honor  am!  was  closely  nlentified 
with  public  affairs  in  his  state.  He  readied 
the  extreme  old  age  of  one  hunilred  and  ten 
years.  His  children  were:  Richard,  who  served 
in  the  rebellion  ana  is  now  living  in  t icorgia ; 
John.  dccc.ascd,  t\ho  was  .a  soldier  of  the  L\.»i- 
fedcrate  army';  Thomas,  who  was  drowned  in 
Florida;  Jesse;  Mrs.  Nancy'  IMuckaru ; ilrs. 
Sarali  Bryant;  Mrs.  Swan;  and  Caroline. 

Jesse  Leverette.  Jr.,  was  born  and  reared  in 
Georgia  and  after  his  marria;,'e  settle<l  down 
to  farm  life.  He  wedded  iMiss  Betsey  Woods, 
a daughter  of  Henry  Woods,  who  was  born  on 
the  high  seas  ami  was  never  on  land  until 
twenty'-three  years  of  age,  for  his  parent«  were 
seafaring  people,  continuously  vi waging.  W hen 
he  was  a young  man  of  twemy -tin ec  years 
the  ves.sel  touched  at  a \'irginia  port  and 
there  Mr.  Woods  bade  adieu  to  his  [larents, 
who  sailed  away'  again  and  he  luwiT  lieard  of 
them  afterward.  He  did  not  agaiti  go  to  sea 
but  took  up  his  abcHe  in  \ irgini.a,  where  he  mar- 
ried, while  later  he  removed  tti  North  Carolina 
and  became  the  founder  of  this  brancli  of  the 
Woods  family  in  America.  He  teas  succer.sfui 
as  a farmer  in  the  old  North  .state  and  thence 
he  renuweil  to  Harrison  countv,  Georg'ia,  where 
his  death  occurred.  His  children  were,  Allen, 
who  died  in  Cieorgia : Nancy:  Sarah:  Peggy'; 
Jane:  Vlaria;  and  Betsey,  who  became  Mrs. 
Leverette.  l ollowing  this  marriage  -Mr.  and 
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AIr>.  [x*\frette  ^filled  on  a farm  in  Georgia, 

'A here  iliey  remained  until  the  fall  of  1867, 
nhen  they  came  to  Te.x'as. 

Mr.  l...everette  entered  the  army  at  Buchanan, 
Georgia,  in  Captain  IMurkeson's  company  of 
jiifaiiirv  . \\  hich  w as  tillached  to  the  eastern 
army  and  he  took  part  in  all  of  the  important 
mo\  eincnts  of  the  Confederate  troops  in  (Geor- 
gia, Alaliama,  Kentucky,  \'irginia  and  Tennes- 
see, He  was  at  the  battle  of  Culpeper  Court- 
house and  of  Atlanta,  (Georgia,  and  in  many 
other  hotly  conte.sted  engagements.  He  was 
twice  wounded,  a ball  striking  the  side  of  his 
head  and  on  another  occasion  his  right  hand, 
uliich  rendered  him  a cripple  for  life.  He  be- 
came familiar  with  all  of  the  difficult  phases  of 
army  life,  serving  for  four  year.s  and  only  once 
was  he  granted  a furlough  during  that  time, 
that  being  given  him  when  he  w'a.s  wounded. 
He  was  financially  ruined  during  the  war,  for 
his  property'  was  devastated  and  his  slaves 
freed.  It  was  this  that  led  him  to  seek  a home 
in  Texas  and  in  i868  he  located  in  Clear  Creek 
valley.  Montague  county,  being  one  of  the 
pioneers  of  that  locality,  for  at  that  time  there 
was  only'  one  house  between  his  home  and  the 
head  of  Trinity'  river  and  also  only'  one  between 
his  house  and  Gainesville,  that  being  the  Lo- 
raine  ranch  house.  The  town  of  Montague 
contained  only  a few  buildings  and  no  court- 
iKiuse  nor  jail.  The  country  was  virtually  a 
wilderness  in  which  game  was  plentiful.  The 
liwlians  were  ciften  hostile  and  life  was  haz- 
ariions,  for  the  red  men  made  raids,  drove  off 
the  stock  and  frequently  murdered  the  settlers. 
Mr.  Leverctic  lost  only  one  horse  in  this  way, 
but  was  constantly'  on  the  lookout.  On  reach- 
nig  this  county  he  br.nght  land  on  Glcar  Creek- 
cox  ered  with  heavy  timber,  but  with  charac- 
teristic energy  he  began  to  clear  aw-ay  the  trees 
and  make  iniprovcnients,  placing  his  land  un- 
der cultivation.  He  also  gave  some  attention 
to  trading  and  built  c.abins  which  he  .sold  to 
emigrant''  coming  into  the  country.  At  that 
time  the  cattle  Im.siness  wa.--  a ,succe?sful  indus- 
try, for  there  was  a free  range,  while  farming 
\va>  .as  yet  but  an  experiment.  Mr.  Levereltc. 
hoxxever,  prox  ed  that  it  could  be  successfully 
f'xllciwcd  .ind  lie  opened  u])  and  dex'eloped  four 
iarms  in  the  cxmnty  . Allliougb.  a .■'tanch  Demo- 
: r.at  he  never  aspired  to  office,  preferring  to 
qix  e his  attention  to  hi.s  l.nisiness  interests  and 
the  enjoyment  of  social  ple.isures.  He  was  a 
consi'lcin  mendjcr  of  the  Baptist  church  and 
(hed  in  that  faith  on  Mountain  Greek  in  1876, 
lii'-  xxife  survived  him  for  many'  yeais,  passing 
away  in  1003  at  the  age  of  seventy-three  years. 


Mr.  and  Airs.  Jesse  Leverette  were  the  par- 
ents of  six  children : Thomas,  a farmer  of  In- 
dian Territory;  John  A.,  the  subject  of  this  re- 
view; AN  illiam,  also  farming  in  the  Territory'; 
Nancy',  the  wife  of  R.  Oldham;  Lou,  w'ho  be- 
came Airs.  Flckleson  and  after  his  death  mar- 
ried AV.  Earefiehl,  w-hile  her  third  husband  was 
George  Hoover:  and  Alartin,  who  is  a farmer  of 
Alonlaguc  county. 

John  A.  Leverette  spent  the  first  twelve 
year.s  of  his  life  in  the  state  of  his  nativity  and 
then  accompanied  his  parent.s  on  their  removal 
to  Texas.  He  assisted  his  father  in  making  a 
home  and  dcvelojring  the  farm,  and  on  more  than 
one  occasion  he  lay  down  in  the  brush  hiding 
away  from  the  Indians,  When  eighteen  years 
of  age  he  started  out  in  life  on  his  own  account, 
being  first  employed  as  a farm  hand  by  the 
month  and  later  cultivating  a tract  of  rented 
land.  AVhile  thus  engaged  for  several  years  he 
succeeded  in  obtaining  a good  bunch  of  cattle 
and  run  them  on  his  own  account  for  about 
four  years.  Ills  herd  increased  and  he  at  length 
sold  out  at  a good  profit.  He  then  invested 
his  money  in  the  farm  where  he  y'ct  resides  and 
upon  which  he  has  erected  two  houses  and  a 
good  barn.  He  bought  three  hundred  acres 
of  land  with  one  hundred  and  fifty  acres  under 
cultivation  and  later  he  added  two  hundred  and 
twenty-five  acres  but  subsequently  sold  one 
hundred  acres,  .so  that  his  present  holdings 
embrace  four  hundred  and  forty'  acres,  of  w'hich 
three  hundred  acres  are  under  a high  state  of 
cultivation,  while  the  remainder  is  devoted  to 
pasturage.  He  has  cleared  away'  the  timber, 
has  remodeled  the  house,  fenced  the  farm  and 
in  1900  he  erected  a more  commodious  and  at- 
tractive frame  residence,  abso  a large  frame 
barn.  'rhi.«  is  now  a hand.some  home  surrounded 
by«  a grove  of  natural  forest  trees  and  the  farm 
is  altogether  one  of  the  most  attractive  in  ap- 
pearance in  thi,s  part  of  the  state.  Ex'ery'thing 
alrout  the  place  is  indicative  of  the  careful  su- 
pervision and  practical  and  progressive  meth- 
ods of  the  owner. 

Air.  Leverette  was  united  in  marriage  to  Aliss 
Alartha  Shipp,  w ho  was  born  in  Sabine  county, 
Texa.s.  in  1854,  her  parents  being  William  and 
Alinerx-a  ■:  \\  illiarn.s ) Shipp,  the  former  a na- 
tive of  Kentucky  and  the  latter  of  Alabama. 
1'hey-  XX  ere  married  in  Tennessee,  where  the 
father  engaged  in  farming  and  stock-raising. 
He  arrived  in  this  state  in  1833  and  hired  a 
man  to  carry  on  the  farm  work  while  he  gave 
his  attention  to  trading  in  cattle.  He  also  em- 
ployed a substitute  to  represent  him  in  the  war 
uniier  General  Houston  against  Santa  Anna  in 
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1836.  He  served  in  the  Confederate  army  dur- 
ing the  Civil  war  and  the  value  of  his' estate 
was  greatly  depreciated  hy  reason  of  the  rav- 
ages of  war.  After  the  close  of  hostilities  he 
rounded  up  his  business  interests  and  in  1871 
came  to  Montague  county,  locating  on  Moun- 
tain Creek,  where  he  improved  a farm,  making 
it  his  home  until  his  death  in  1873.  As  an  early 
settler  he  took  an  active  and  helpful. part  in 
the  work  of  progress  and  improvement.  He 
had  no  aspiration  for  office  but  was  a stanch 
Democrat  and  in  religious  faith  was  a Baptist. 
His  wife  survived  him  and  died  in  1894.  She 
was  a wortliy  member  of  the  Christian  church. 
In  their  family  w^ere  seven  children:  Mrs.  Mary 
Kithly ; Myra,  who  married  W.  Deese  and 
afterward  became  Mrs.  Smith ; Frank,  w'ho 
died  while  serving  in  the  Confederate  army ; 
Mrs.  Serepta  Smith;  John,  deceased;  Victoria, 
who  died  in  childhood;  and  Martha,  wdio  lie- 
came  Mrs.  Leverette. 

Unto  our  subject  and  his  wife  were  born 
two  daughters  and  a son:  Minerva,  now  Mrs. 
John  Baker ; Mary  and  John  M.,  at  home.  The 
parents  belong  to  the  Chri.stian  church  and  fra- 
ternally Mr.  Lev^erette  is  connected  with  the 
Woodmen  of  the  World  and  the  Farmers’ 
Union.  He  is  indeed  a self-made  man,  owing 
his  prosperity  entirel)^  to  his  own  efforts.  He 
is  an  excellent  financier,  of  keen  foresight  and 
unflagging  enterprise  and  in  the  management 
of  his  business  affairs  has  met  with  a gratify- 
ing measure  of  prosperity. 

JOHN  FLOYD  MTDDLKBROOK.  For 
twenty-five  years  the  subject  of  this  article 
has  maintained  Jack  county  as  his  home,  hav- 
ing settled  here  in  1880  and  for  the 'first  four 
years  conducting  his  stock  and  farming  inter- 
ests with  the  city  of  Jacksborc)  as  his  home. 
On  establishing  himself  permanently  he  pur- 
chased land  on  the  Henrietta  and  Jacksboro 
road,  in  the  Hicks  neighborhood,  where  the 
past  twenty-one  years  of  his  life  has  been  spent. 

A log  cabin  was  the  chief  feature  of  improve- 
ment on  the  one  hundred  and  fifty-three  acres 
of  the  Z.  M.  Short  survey  which  marks  the 
nucleus  of  his  present  con.siderable  farm,  and 
into  this  he  stored  his  family  pending  such 
later  succe.sses  as  w'ould  enable  him  to  more 
pretentiously  provide  them  *a  home.  He 
brought  hither  a flock  of  goats  as  the  beginning 
point  in  a career  of  wool  raising  which  he 
hoped  would  not  oiJy  provide  him  a livelihood 
but  place  him  comfortably  above  want,  but 
when,  wdthin  four  years,  they  nearly  all  died  he 
was  forced  to  fight  stubborn  disaster  with  his 


hands  and  re.sort  to  manual  labor  for  relief.  He 
hired  out  and  toc.»k  work  by  the  job  and  also 
succeeded  in  opening  out  a farm.  In  time  his 
labor  wa.s  found  to  be  most  profitable  at  home 
and  he  grew  in  financial  strength  and  independ- 
ence from  year  to  year.  He  has  added  tract 
after  tract  until  seven  hundred  and  twenty- 
eight  acres  are  listed  to  him  on  the  tax  rolls, 
the  land  all  fenced  and  otherwi.se  improved 
with  buildings  and-orchards  of  fruit. 

Jones  county,  Georgia,  was  the  native  place 
of  Mr.  Middlcbi'ook,  and  there,  also,  in  1820, 
his  father,  Andrew  J.  !Middlebrook,  was  born. 
In  North  Carolina,  where  W'illiam  .V.  jMidrlle- 
brook,  cnir  subject’s  gTandfalher,  was  Ixu  ii,  the 
Middlebrook  family  seems  to  have  originated, 
and  in  a unique  and  peculiar  way.  In 
tliat  particular  locality  there  were  many  families 
of  Brookes,  and  in  order  to  distinguish  them  some 
were  designated  west  Brooks,  some  east  Brooks 
and  others  middle  Brooks,  and  in  this  way  the 
locality  and  the  name  l)ec.ame  so  intimately  as- 
sociated as  to  completely  change  the  family 
name,  and  Westbroc>ks,  F-astbrcK^ks  and  .Middle- 
brook  were  adopted  by  posterity  as  the  family 
patronymic. 

William  A.  Middlebrook  married  Nancy 
Williamson  for  his  second  wdfe,  and  had  then  a 
daughter,  Amanda,  w’ho  married  William 
Chiles.  Of  his  second  family,  Williamson,  who 
died  in  Georgia,  was  the  oldest;  Andrew'  J. 
was  the  next,  then  came  Abigail,  who  married 
Satterwhite  Chiles,  and  Nancy,  who  became 
the  wife  of  J.  B.  Chiles,  butn  passed  away  in 
Georgia,  and  Green,  who  died  in  Houston  county, 
Georgia, 

Andrew'  J.  Middlebrook  went  into  Georgia 
very  early  w'ith  his  father,  who  passed  awuiy  in 
Jones  county.  They  lived  a rural  existence,  in 
the  main,  owning  land  and  slaves  and  becom- 
ing among  the  thorough-going  people  of  the 
county.  .Andrew  \va.<  elected  justice  of  the  j.ieace 
.some  four  or  more  terms  and  served  mans' 
years  as  one  of  the  probate  judges  of  Jones 
county.  He  W’as  a Democrat  of  the  old  school 
and  a member  of  the  “Hardshell”  Baptist 
church.  He  married  Emily  E.  Chiles — John 
Chiles’s  daughter  who  died  in  i8<>7.  \vbilc  he 
survived  until  1884.  Their  chihlrcn  were: 
Thomas  C..  who  occupies  the  Georgia  family 
homestead ; Sarah  F,.,  wife  of  William  .A.  Pat- 
terson (her  first  husband)  but  now  married  to 
W.  A.  Strickland,  of  Hobart,  Oklahoma;  John 
F.,  our  subject,  and  Joseph  .A.,  of  Jones  county-, 
Georgia. 

Jolm  Flov’d  Aliddlcbrook  w'as  born  December 
25,  1847,  and  was  following  the  plow  when  the 
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('. mft‘il(-ryc\  hiii)  itui.>  tlic  held  a>  a sol- 

dier ni  1864,  He  joined  d'apiain  Tuff's  company, 
(_'ol<,aH:l  lllmit's  regimem.  Seceiiid  Heorgia  Re- 
Serec,'.  and  went  into  the  trenches  before  At- 
lanta, in  deten.-'e  of  the  city.  He  had  had  a 
Inief  Lliough  exciting  warlike  experience  prior 
to  ihis  regular  enlistment,  when  he,  with  .shot- 
gun in  haiiil,  hel))cd  .surround  and  capture  the 
icdera]  i.len.  Stonernan.  11c  fought  around  At- 
lan.a  until  11  fell  and  then  passed  do\t  n into 
the  state  with  his  conimaud  to  .Macini  and  was 
tlicre  siirrciiilcrcil  in  April,  181.5.  to  a pi.irlion  of 
.SliermanA  army. 

(loing  iiack  to  the  farm  lie  .spent  a year  in 
svdii'ol  and  at  once  look  him  a wife,  and  with 
a iior.'C  and  a cow  to  begin  eni,  settled  down  to 
agricultural  pursuits.  Iheir  comlhnc<l  laliors 
yicMcr!  them  a profit  and  the  stock  contributed 
to  the  familt'  conveniences  and  comforts  and 

hen  they  left  (’rcorgia.  in  iHyj,  they  had  accu- 
iiuiiatcd  some  wealth  and  were  able  to  acquire 
llu  ni  a good  farm  in  Panola  Ce>uniy,  where  they 
fir.'t  stoppt-il.  Their  trip  hither  was  made  by 
rail  ti<  .\ew  * irleans  and  by  river  to  east  Texas, 
where  farming  was  again  resumed.  Leaving 
Pail,  .la  c.  luiity  in  18S0,  Mr.  iMiddlebrook  added 
hi'  presence  and  lii.s  citizenship  irj  Jack,  where 
his  interests  still  center. 

C Rtc.ber  14,  1806,  i\Ir.  I\Ii<ldlebrook  married 
M.riry  J..  a daughter  of  J.  R.  Jarrell,  originalh' 
from  the  slate  of  North  Carolina.  Zilrs.  Alid- 
dlehrook  w as  horn  in  Ccargia  .\ugust  9,  1847. 
and  she  .'uul  her  w..‘rthv  husband  are  the  parents 
of  Joseph  -\...  of  Panola  county,  d'exas ; J. 
Rande-ljdi,  of  Jack  ce.unty,  whose  wife  waS' 
.\del!a  Weir;  'I'lionias  Lee.  of  Jack  count)', 
married  Sue  AleAdariis;  Sarah  E..  wife  of  AV. 
.\.  -XiVicr'Ciii,  of  Jack  couriLi  ; .A.  Floyd  married 
.Nettie  L niher'c>n  and  remains  with  the  domes- 
tic circle,  as  does  Charlc.s.  the  yciungest  child. 

At  farming  in  the  usually  dry  zone  oi  Jack 
county  Mr.  Aiidillebrc.eik  h.a.s  dernoitstrated  hi.s 
succes'.  B_v  diver.sif)  ing  and  roiatitig  crops 
he  has  .seldom  failed  to  make  food  fen'  his  family 
and  f.'iMge  for  hi.-  stock  atid  it  is  this  intelligctit 
matiagement  and  ri>nsei|tietti  cotiseriation  ot 
euvTg)  whicli  ha,'  brought  him  out  on  the  sur- 
pht'  side,  a.s  a rule,  and  placed  him  in  spletidi<.l 
control  of  the  donu'tic  sitnaiiiin  today.  In 
)•oHIi^'.  he  i.'  avowedly  a Prohihitiouisl  and  hi.s 
family  li;o.  i-  becti  brought  uji  under  the  benign 
intlueiice  of  tlic  Methodist  lipiscojial  church. 

t \PT\1N  I.  I’.  PAIXF..  The  great  raa- 
jt.ntv  e.f  cihzcii.s  of  niilit.ar)  age  iti  the  sonlh 
at  the  tiiiii'  of  the  t iidl  war  manifested  on  the 
fieh!  of  battle  their  k'v;ilt\  to  the  Cotifederaev 


ana  among  this  number  i.s  Captain  T.  P.  Paine, 
who  made  an  e.xccltenr  record  as  a brave  and 
fearless  .soldier.  He  i.s  now  devoting  his  time 
and  energies  to  stock  farming  in  Alotitague 
county  with  a succe.ss  that  always  follows  close 
atid  eaniest  application  and  honorable  effort. 
■C.aptain  Paine  i.s  a native  of  eastern  Tetinessee, 
honi  December  o,  1845.  In  the  paternal  litie  he 
comes  of  Scotch  and  Irish  litieage.  Fits  grand- 
father, Joseph  Paine,  was  a native  of  Scotland 
and  after  crossitig  the  .Atlantic  to  America  was 
married  in  Vhrgitiia,  the  hid)  of  his  choice  being 
Lucretia  Snow,  a nali\  e of  Ireland.  They  be- 
g.'in  their  domestic  life  in  the  Old  Dominion, 
where  Mr.  Paine  followed  farmitig,  btit  later  he 
removed  to  the  Hiawa.'ha  purchase  in  Tetines- 
.'CC,  where  he  made  perrtianent  settlement  and 
became  a prominent  and  influential  farmer,  be- 
ing closely  and  helpfully  identified  with  the  de- 
velopment of  hi.s  adopted  state.  In  this  work 
he  was  as.sociated  with  Lorettzo  Dow  atid  many 
Cither  pioneer  settlers  of  Tenne.ssee.  He  served 
in  the  war  of  1812  and  ahso  in  the  Indian  war 
in  3836-7  and  was  a patriotic,  public  sjiirited 
man,  whtjse  labors  in  behalf  of  general  progres.s 
were  far  reaching  and  beneficial.  He  died  about 
1S55  at  the  age  of  seventy-five  years.  His  wife 
survived  him  and  later  moved  with  her  fifteen 
children  to  Alissouri,  where  most  of  them  set- 
tled and  later  different  memher.s  of  the  family 
lived  in  Illinois  and  Iowa.  The  nK'ther,  how- 
ever, died  in  Missouri  in  the  faith  of  the  Melh- 
odi.st  chnreh,  of  which  .she  was  a devoted  tiiem- 
her.  Her  sons  and  daughters  were  as  follows: 
James  M.,  Stephen  H.,  Martin,  John  Q..  Joseph, 
Thomas,  William,  Henry,  lacob.  Lucretia, 
Anna.  Ro.sie.  Caroline,  Margaret  and  three  u ho 
died  in  childhood. 

James  AI.  Paine,  the  eldest  of  this  family 
and  the  father  ot  our  subject,  was  re.ared  to 
manlicxxl  in  Tennessee,  where  he  wa.s  married. 
There  he  began  farming  and  aLso  followed  me- 
chanical pursuits,  while  for  fifty  years  he  tvas  a 
local  preacher  of  the  Methodist  church  ami 
also  c>ne  of  its  elders,  ,\  devoted  Christian 
tvorker,  he  gave  his  sen  ice  to  the  church 
without  remuneration,  under  no  conditkiii  tak- 
ing ]tay  for  his  work  as  a minister  of  the  go.spel. 
Of  strong  mental  endownieiits.  broad  minded 
and  iittelligent,  he  t\as  not  011I)  a capable  busi- 
ness man  hut  also  one  of  wide  sympathies  and 
broad  humanitarian  ]jrinciples.  Politically  lie 
was  a Henrv  Cla)'  \Miig  with  a tendency 
lottard  aholitionism,  for  he  opposed  slavery. 
He  also  opposed  the  .'.ecession  movement  ami 
\ uteri  for  the  I 'nioit  but  when  the  stale  decided 
to  >.ecede  lie  remained  with  the  south  and  ad- 
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vised  his  sons  and  friends  lo  follow  the  same 
course.  He  was  too  old  for  active  sendee  jn  the 
field,  hut  he  used  his  cfTorts  and  influence  for 
the  success  of  tlie  Confederacy.  The  ravages  of 
the  two  amiies  cost  him  the  greater  part  of  his 
lifetime  earnings,  for  his  home  lay  in  the  track 
of  tUe  contending  troops,  who  foraged  off  his 
place.  T^ate  in  1865  he  removed  to  Texas;  pur- 
chasing and  settling  upon  a larm  in  Rusk 
county,  where  he  remained  until  1879.  He  then 
removed  to  Denton  county^  where  he  again 
bought  a farm  and  in  1888  he  sold  this  property 
and  removed  to  IMontaguc  county',  where  he 
lived  retired,  finding  a good  home  with  his 
son,  Captain  Paine,  until  his  death,  which  oc- 
curred on  the  9th  of  October,  1890.  Ills  wife 
survived  him  until  March  22,  1903.  passing 
away  at  the  age  of  eighty-tlirce  years.  ,She 
w’as  also  a member  of  the  .Methodist  church 
from  the  age  of,  thirteen  and  w'a.s  a most  e.stinia- 
b!e  Chri.stiau  lady,  whose  excellent  traits  of 
character  endeared  her  to  all  with  w'hom  she 
came  in  contact.  This  tvorthy  couple  w’cre  the 
parents  of  thirteen  children;  EIrneda,  w'ho  die<l 
at  die  age  of  fourteen  years;  William,  who  died 
at  the  age  of  five  y'cars ; Jo.seph,  who  died  while, 
a prisoner  at  Fort  Elmira.  New  York,  while 
serving  as  a lieutenant  in  a Confederate  regi- 
ment in  the  Civil  war;  T.  1’.,  of  this  review; 
Sterling,  who  died  at  tlie  age  of  four  ymars ; 
George  H..  who  diet!  at  the  age  of  six  y'ears ; 
James  K.  P„  who  served  in  the  Federal  army; 
John  N.,  who  died  at  the  age  of  four  years ; 
Mrs.  Parlce  Heath;  Iflartin  V.,  who  is  living  at 
Panhandle.  Texas;  Mrs.  Hettie  Crites;  .\Irs. 
Ellen  V.  Pond  and  Mrs.  Hutitia  .Skinner. 

Captain  T.  P.  Paine  was  born  and  reared  in 
Tenne.ssec  and  pursued  his  early'  education  in 
the  public  .schools  there.  He  remained  under 
the  parental  roof  mitil  about  sixteen  y'cars  of 
age,  when  he  enlisted  in  Company  F,  Forty- 
third  Tennessee  Volunteer  Infantry.  He  joined 
the  army'  as  a private  but  was  promoted  to  the 
captaincy  of  his  company  and  entered  the  regi- 
ment with  one  hundred  and  eleven  men,  but  al- 
though his  corniiany’  was  often  recruited,  .at  the 
close  of  the  war  he  had  only'  seven  men  left. 
Many'  of  his  comrades  were  buried  on  the  vari- 
ous battlefields  of  the  south,  while  others  had 
been  obliged  to  return  home  ill  or  wounded. 
The  command  had  been  attached  to  General 
Hee’  s army  in  Virginia,  where  they  did  valiant 
service,  taking  part  in  almost  a continuous 
skirmish  together  with  thirty'-two  hotly'  con- 
tested battles.  Captain  Paine  has  had  full  ex- 
perience in  all  of  the  exposures  and  hardships 
of  war  but  he  never  faltered  in  his  lovalty  to 


the  eaiise  he  espoused  and  often  insyiired  his 
men  to  deeds  of  valor  by  his  own  heroism. 
He  was  iie\  er  wounded  nor  captured  and  when 
General  Lee  vva.s  about  to  surrender  hi.s  com- 
mand left  and  joined  General  Johnson's  com- 
mand in  North  tfarolina.  .S(X>n  after  tlicy  found 
that  Johnson  was  also  forcc<l  to  surrender  and 
Captain  Paine,  with  fourteen  others,  then  left 
the  army  and  w ent  into  Virginia,  .so  tliat  he 
has  never  yet  surrendered. 

- The  captain  found  employment  in  the  t lid 
Domini<.ni  and  remained  there  until  the  fall  of 
1865,  when  he  came  to  Texas,  locating  tir,-.t  in 
Rusk  county'.  When  lie  had  earned  enough 
money  to  bring  his  father  and  the  farnih'  to 
Texas  he  sent  for  them  and  ever  afterward 
cared  for  his  parents  and  assisted  them  in 
bringing  up  the  younger  children  of  the  fam- 
ily. He  early'  learned  what  hard  labor  meant 
but  he  faithfully'  performed  his  •luty  day  after 
day,  and  a.-,  the  years  passed  his  labor-,  v\ere 
erowned  with  success,  so  that  in  Ru>k  county', 
as  the  result  of  his  earnings,  lie  was  enabled  to 
purchase  a tract  c>f  land  whicli  he  developed 
into  a good  farm,  remaining  thereon  until  1879. 
He  tvas  married  in  that  county,  and  he  not  only 
provided  for  his  wife,  but  al.so  cared  for  his 
parents  and  other  members  of  their  family'. 
In  1879  he  sold  out  and  remo\  ed  to  Denton 
county',  where  he  purchased  another  farm, 
which  he  successfully  conducteil  until  iScio. 

That  year  witnessed  the  arrival  of  Captain 
Paine  in  .Montague  eountv,  where  he  has  since 
made  his  luime.  He  settled  near  his  present 
place  of  abode  and  at  first  bought  a tract  of  one 
thousand  .acres,  to  which  he  has  since  added 
until  he  no'w  owns  seventeen  luuuired  and  sev- 
enty acres,  ni  which  he  has  over  .seven  hundred 
acres  under  a high  state  of  cultivation,  it  being 
a very  productive  and  well  improved  farm,  lie 
u.ses  twenty-five  head  of  mules  and  horses  to 
do  his  farming  ainl  he  raise.-  upon  his  place 
nearly'  everything  that  is  m-edcal  for  the  sup- 
port of  the  family  and  of  the  farm.  He  fattens 
hogs  for  the  market,  also  raises  and  handles 
cattle  and  now  has  a fine  herd  cjf  white  faced 
c.attlc.  He  i,s  practical  and  prosperous  in  all 
that  he  undertakes  as  an  agricu!turi.-t  and  he 
never  faihs  to  rmikc  a crop.  In  the  last  twenty 
years  lie  has  increased  the  value  of  fas  estate 
over  twenty  thousand  dollars.  He  has  given 
to  the  farm  and  its  improi’ement  Ids  entire  time 
and  attention  and  he  de.serves  mndi  credit  for 
what  he  has  accomDlished.  as  his  prosperity  is 
the  direct  result  of  his  unfaltering  determina- 
tion, c.apable  niauagomcnt  and  keen  hn.siness 
discernment.  The  farm  is  con\  cnicntlv  and 
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pleasantly  situated  about  seven  miles  north  of 
Noci'iia  :uk1  the  land  lays  in  one  body  which 
is  v.  vll  waiCTci,-!  and  is  suited  both  Uir  tilling'  and 
stuck- raising.  Thv  home  is  a commodious 

tuo-story  stone  residence  in  the  rear  of  which 
.-'i.iml  goiid  barns  and  sheds  for  the  shelter  of 
grain,  stock  and  farm  machinery.  There  is  aLso 
a line  n.iresl  gnu  e near  Sinall  Creek  and  the 
f.'irm  is  e<iuij.iped  uilh  all  modern  appliances. 

Captain  fCiine  was  married  in  Rusk  county  in 
to  .Miss  Cxdumliia  MeW  illiams.  who  was 
born  in  that  county,  November  23.  1850,  and  is 
a slaughter  of  Janies  and  .Martha  (Robinson) 
.McWilliams.  The  mother  was  a daughter  of 
.Andrew  Ridrinsun  and  a representative  of  an 
honored  jiionccr  family  of  Rusk  county.  James 
.McAVilliam>  left  hi.s  .Alabama  hcmie  when  twelve 
years  of  .age  ami  came  to  Te.xas  in  1819.  ITe 
was  the  tir.st  white  person  in  Rusk  county. 
Chi  coming  b>  Te.vas  lie  located  in  Nacogdoches 
county  an>l  as  he  reached  manhood  began  trad- 
ing with  the  Indiaio  and  for  a miniber  of  years 
lived  among  tiiem,  continuing  his  business  op- 
erations with  them.  .As  before  .stated,  he  be- 
came the  pioneer  white  man  of  Rusk  and  other 
coiinrics  and  so  straightforward  and  honorable 
wri,-  he  in  all  hi.s  dealings  that  ho  had  the  entire 
Confidence  and  re.spect  of  the  red  men  as  well 
as  the  jieople  of  his  own  race.  His  integrity 
ami  honor  were  never  doubted  and  he  became 
pr'.mincnt  and  jiopular.  He  tilled  many  offices 
of  honor  and  tru.st,  bc.th  in  the  republic  of  Te.xas 
and  after  the  anne.xation  to  the  United  States. 
He  was  in  office  much  of  his  life  in  Texas,  and 
was  a strong  Democrat,  who  at  the  time  of  the 
("it  il  war  used  his  iiifmence  and  aid  in  supjxirt  of 
secession,  but  w as  too  old  for  .active  service  on  the 
field.  lie  died  in  1SC5.  He  was  a Royal  Arch 
Alasou.  always  loyal  to  the  teachings  and  ten- 
ets of  the  craft.  Ilis  tvitlotv  yet  survives  him 
anti  now  resides  in  Henderson.  Te.xHS,  :it  the 
age  of  eiglity-four  years,  ine  is  a member  01 
tlu-  ( umberland  r'rcsbyterian  church.  Mr.  and 
Sirs.  J.:Ic Williams  were  the  parents  of  eight 
children:  Mrs.  Columbia  Paine;  Caroline,  the 
wife  t,f  J.  Herman;  Elizabeth  and  1 .aura,  de- 
ceased; .Andrew,  of  .Arizona;  Jc>hn,  wdio  is  liv- 
ing in  Rusk  county ; Hugh,  of  New-  Ale.xico, 
and  Robert,  of  Henderson,  Texas.  Captain 
am!  Airs.  I’aine  h.ive  an  interesting  family  of 
linrtetu  children;  AVallcr  E.,  a farmer;  Mrs. 
Fndora  C reaves ; Charles  A.,  who  died  in  in- 
fancy ; r>cxter  S..  a hardtvare  merchant;  Janies 

M. .  a ftiriner;  Carrie  AL.  the  tvife  of  Rev.  T. 

N,  Wicks,  a Ah-th-odist  minister;  Gustin  L.  and 
Joscpii  O.,  liiiih  (;f  whom  follow  farming;  -Mag- 


g'ie.  Afattie,  Anna.  Harry  and  Thomas,  all  at 
home. 

Ciaptain  Paine  is  a stanch  Democrat,  unfalter- 
ing in  his  loyalty  to  the  party,  yet  without  po- 
litical a.spiration  for  himself.  For  many  years 
he  has  served  as  captain  of  Bob  Stone  camp  of 
the  Confederate  Veterans  and  he  likewise  be- 
longs to  the  Afasonic  fraternity,  while  he  and 
his  wife  are  members  of  the  Alcthodist  church, 
to  which  most  of  their  children  also  belong. 

GEORGE  W.  WH.\TI.EY  is  numbered 
among  the  representative  citizens  of  Palo  Pinto 
county,  Te.xas.  where  he  is  now  filling  the  )>osi- 
tioii  of  cotuity  treasurer  and  also  conducting  pri- 
vate bitsines.5  interests  as  a stock  farmer.  He 
was  Ixmi  in  Fayette  county,  Georgia,  October  23, 
184c),  his  parents  being  the  Hou.  William  AI.  and 
Alartha  (Strong)  AVliatley.  The  father's  birth 
txcurred  in  Fayette  county,  Georgia,  in  1819,  and 
he  is  still  living  there,  Iteiiig  one  of  the  oldest, 
most  widelv  known  and  highly  e>tecmed  citizens 
of  that  part  of  tlie  .state.  He  has  figured  prom- 
inently in  public  life,  wielding  a wide  influence 
an<l  aiding  largely  in  the  molding  of  thought  and 
opinion  among  the  peojtle  of  liis  locality.  He 
served  his  county  as  assessor  for  many  \’ears  and 
akso  rejiresented  his  district  in  the  state  legisla- 
ture. Hi.s  wife,  who  is  now  deceased,  was  also  a 
native  of  Georgia. 

George  \\A  AVhatley  continued  a resident  of 
I-'ar'ette  county  until  his  removal  to  I'e.xas.  He 
was  reared  upon  his  father's  fantt  and  when  only 
sixteen  years  of  age,  true  to  hi.s  love  of  .south- 
land. he  enlisted  in  the  Georgia  State  Troops,  be- 
coming a member  of  Company  I,  First  Regiment 
Georgia  Infantry.  Hi.s  company  was  the  first 
placed  on  guard  at  .Viidcrsont'ille  Prison,  where 
they  remained  for  about  six  montlis  and  later  had 
charge  of  prisoners  who  were  transferred  to 
Florence,  near  Charleston,  South  Carolina.  Sub- 
•sequently  the  compain  was  assigned  to  dut\  in 
regular  serxice  and  .Mr.  Whatley’  took  part  in 
the  heavy  engagement  x>f  nine  days  which  jtre- 
ceded  the  fall  of  Charleston. 

Followino-  the  close  of  the  war  he  returned 
to  Fayette  county.  Georgia,  where  he  was  inter- 
ested in  aoricultural  pur.suits  until  1875,  u’beu 
he  came  to  Wc.stern  Texas,  locating  at  his  present 
home  place,  twelve  mile;s  east  of  Palo  Pinto 
and  three  miles  west  of  Alineral  Wells.  PIcre 
he  owns  a gfx>d  r:mch  of  three  hundred  and 
twenty  acres  and  is  carrying  on  general  stock 
farming  with  excellent  .sticce.s.s.  He  is  a splendid 
iudge  of  .stock  and  is.  therefore,  able  to  make 
judicious  purcliase.s  and  profitable  sales.  Pie  has. 
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also  llgured  prominently  in  public  affairs  here, 
his  worth  and  ability  well  entitling  him  to  distinc- 
tion in  this  regard.  He  was  one  of  the  men  who 
reviewed  the  public  road  from  Mineral  Wells  to 
Palo  Pinto  and  iivNovember,  1904,  he  was  elected 
county  treasurer,  which  position  he  is  now  filling 
with  credit  to  himself  and  satisfaction  to  his  con- 
stituents. 

Mr.  Whatley  was  married  in  Fayette  county, 
Georgia,  to  Miss  Indiana  Price,  and  the}'  have 
five  children;  Walter  W.,  John  S.,  Mrs.  Georgie 
Lotsspeich,  Mrs.  iMar)  Dendy  and  .Samuel.  The 
parents  hold  membership  in  the  Baptist  church 
and  have  a wide  acciuaintance  in  Palo  Pinto 
county,  enjoying  the  -ho.spitality  of  many  ol  its 
best  homes.  Mr.  Whatley  is  a tj'pical  American 
citizen,  energetic  and  enterprising,  watchful  to 
and  utilizing  tlie  advantages  which  have  come  to 
him  in  a manner  that  has  resulted  in  making  him 
one  of  the  substantial  residents  of  his  part  of 
the  county. 

JUDGE  NAPOLEON  B.  MOORE.  A 
prominent  representative  of  the  bar  of  Texas 
is  Judge  Napoleon  B.  Aloore,  of  Fort  Worth, 
who  is  also  accounted  one  of  the  political  leaders 
of  this  section  of  the  state.  He  was  bom  at 
London,  Madison  county,  Ohio,  in  1832,  a son 
of  Stephen  and  Hester  (Dungan)  Moore.  The 
father,  who  was  a native  of  Virginia,  remov'ed 
to  Ohio  at  a very  early'  period,  where  he  was 
well  known  as  a merchant  and  stockman,  and 
also  became  prominent  in  public  affairs,  having 
served  as  county  clerk,  sheriff  and  held  other 
offices  in  Madison  county.  He  was  a prominent 
Methodist,  and  in  the  parlor  of  lus  home  was 
inaugurated  the  movement  to  establish  the 
Ohio  Wesley'an  University'  at  Delaware,  this 
initial  meeting  being  participated  in  by^  Stephen 
Moore,  Frederick  Merrick  and  Jacob  Young. 
After  the  establishment  of  the  university  and  in 
recompense  for  the  services  which  he  rendered 
in  its  organization  Mr.  Moore  was  presented 
with  a twenty-five  years’  scholarship,  w'hich  is 
still  in  the  possession  of  his  son,  the  latter 
having  taken  five  y'ears  of  the  .same  vvffiile  pur- 
suing his  education  at  that  institution.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Moore,  the  latter  of  w'hom  was  a 
native  of  Philadelphia,  joined  their  son  Napo- 
leon in  Iowa  a short  time  after  the  latter’s 
arriv'al  there,  and  they'  made  that  common- 
wealth their  home  during  the  remainder  of 
their  lives. 

Napoleon  B.  Moore  received  his  elementary' 
education  in  the  common  schools  of  Madison 
county,  Ohio,  which  was  later  supplemented  by 
study  in  the  academy  at  London  and  tile  Ohio 


\\' c.slcy'an  University  , where  he  spent  five  y'ears 
as  above  noted.  In  185o  he  emigrated  to  the 
then  new  country'  of  Iowa,  taking  up  his  abode 
at  Eddy'ville,  near  Ottumwa,  where  he  taught 
school  for  a time  and  then  went  on  a farm. 
W bile  there  residing  he  began  the  study  of  law. 
In  1857  he  removed  to  Page  county,  in  the 
southeastern  part  of  the  state,  and  in  June  of 
that  year  was  admitted  to  the  bar,  while  later 
he  was  elected  county  judge.  He  was  num- 
'bered  among  the  pioneer  settlers  of  Page 
county,  w'hich  w'as  then  in  its  primitive  stage 
of  development,  and  from  that  early'  period  Mr. 
Moore  was  prominently'  identified  with  its  his- 
tory for  many  years.  During  the  Civil  War  he 
three  times  offered  his  services  to  the  Union 
cause,  but  was  each  time  refused  on  account  of 
physical  disabilities  existing  at  that  time,  but 
he  was,  however,  appointed  to  special  service  in 
the  Federal  government.  Page  county'  was  at 
that  time  part  of  Missouri,  and  at  the  beginning 
of  the  war  many'  Southern  sympathizers,  main- 
ly' from  that  state,  refugeed  or  located  in  Page 
and  adjoining  counties,  and  Mr.  Moore’s  special 
service  was  not  only  in  this  neighborhood,  but 
in  the  South  as  well,  and  he  was  on  the  ground 
at  nearly'  all  the  centers  of  fighting  at  differen' 
times  during  the  war. 

After  the  close  of  the  conflict  Mr.  Moore  wa.s 
appointed  L'nited  States  revenue  collector  for 
his  home  district,  while  later  he  was  elected 
state  senator,  in  which  high  official  position 
he  served  for  eight  y'ear.s.  In  his  public  life  he 
became  closely  associated  with  General  G.  M. 
Dodge  and  many  other  of  Iowa's  public  men 
who  have  brought  fame  to  the  state,  and  he 
helped  to  elect  to  I he  United  States  senate 
Hon.  William  B.  Allison,  the  two  still  retaining 
the  long  friendship  which  has  existed  through 
so  many  years.  During  all  the.se  years  i\Ir. 
i'loore  was  not  only’  prominent  in  politics,  but 
in  business  life  as  well,  and  in  his  home  town 
of  Clarinda,  the  county'  seat,  he  established  and 
owned  for  some  y'ears  the  Clarinda  Hcrahi,  a 
leading  newspaper,  also  organized  and  was 
president  of  the  Page  County'  Bank,  organized 
the  First  National  Bank  of  Clarinda,  the  First 
National  Bank  of  Shenandoah,  and  the  banking 
firm  of  Moore  & Crumb  at  Bedford,  Iowa, 
which  has  .sinci;  become  a national  banic.  In 
addition  he  al.so  had  quite  extensive  real  estate 
interests  in  Page  county,  and  at  the  same  time 
retained  his  law  practice  during  all  the  years 
he  lived  in  Clarinda,  serv'ing  as  attorney  for 
the  Chicago,  Burlington  & Quincy  during  its 
construction  through  Iowa.  In  1888  he  left 
the  state  which  he  had  so  long  honored  and 
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which  ha<l  in  many  ways  honored  him  and 
raine  to  Te.xas.  taking  up  his  abode  in  I'ort 
W orth,  which  has  ever  since  been  hi.s  home. 
On  his  arrival  here  he  established  a law  office, 
making  a .‘-pecialty  of  real  e.state  litigation,  and 
in  he  was  elected  state  chairman  of  the 

Republican  part_\ , being  also  the  Republican 
manage:  of  the  well  remembered  Hogg-Clark 
campaign,  .\bont  t8-)5  Air.  Mooix  wa.-^  obliged 
to  discontinue  his  law  practice  and  all  other 
interests  on  account  of  a bladder  trouble,  which 
made  him  an  invalid  for  eight  yeai's,  during  the 
latter  part  of  which  he  was  so  dangerously  ill 
that  his  life  was  despaired  of,  but  through  the 
skillful  treatment  and  zealous  interest  of  his 
friends,  l)rs.  Thompson,  Saumlers  and  Walker, 
three  of  the  leading  surgeons  of  the  city,  he  was 
linallv  cured,  ami  earl\  in  tiK>4  regained  his 
good  health  entirely,  since  which  time  he  has 
resumeil  his  legal  .Imies,  limiting  the  same, 
however,  to  office  practice.  His  old  love  for 
ptilitics  has  not  deserted  him.  and  in  -Vugu.st. 
IhOl,  he  helped  to  organize  with  other  promi- 
nent Republicans  the  Roosevelt  Republican 
Club  of  Fort  W orih,  of  which  he  is  secretary. 

Air.  Aioore’s  first  wife,  who  bore  the  maiden 
name  of  Verliiula  AVebster,  died  at  Clarinda, 
and  of  this  union  there  i.s  one  daughter  living, 
Airs.  Jessie  Moore  Alcl'hcrrin.  the  tvife  of  a 
proininerii  attorney  of  Kan.sas  City.  His  pres- 
ent wife  was  formerly  Nellie  J.  Beath,  who 
was  born  in  Adams  county.  Iowa.  Their  .son, 
Lloyd  Aloore,  a very  promising  young  man  and 
greatlv  esteemed  in  Fort  W orth,  died  at  the 
age  of  fifteen  v ears,  and  their  living  son,  Bruce 
rJ.  Aloore,  IS  at  home.  In  his  political  affilia- 
tions Air,  Aloore  has  ever  been  an  active  am! 
prominent  Republican,  his  first  vole  having 
been  cast  in  Ohio  for  Salmon  P.  Chase  for  got  - 
eiTiOr,  and  his  first  presidential  vote  was  cast 
for  Tohn  C.  Fremont  in  1S56,  his  Ixiing  one  of 
only  two  that  were  counted  for  Fremont  in 
Wapello  county,  which  afterward  became 
>irvmgly  Republican.  He  was  rnat'c.ir  of  his 
home  citt  for  six  years,  and  is  now  manager  of 
ihe  Home  Factort’-and  Imluslri.-il  ,\ss^)cialion. 

He  wn.s  made  a Afa--ter  Alason  in  .May,  1856. 
a Knight  'rentidar  Alasrui  in  tSiVS,  i<Hjk  the 
t •nnistor',  ilegrccs  in  i8ti8,  .'tnd  now  a mem- 
Iter  of  F'.rr  WAirth  I'ommandery.  \o.  to-  He 
has  ;tlso  iteen  an  energetic  participator  in  re- 
ligous  affairs  as  connected  with  the  ATethodist 
i'.juscop.al  churcli.  He  served  as  chaimirin  of  the 
ixiard  v,f  trustees  and  treasurer  of  St.  I’aul’s  M. 
F,  church  during  the  period  c.f  it.s  construction, 
one  of  the  finest  church  Imiltlings  in  the  ciiv,  and 
was  a mi-K-e  and  in-truetor  in  the  law  depart- 


ment of  Fort  Worth  I'niversiiy.  uliich  hail  lieen 
cst.ahli.shed  hy  the  Alethodist  dciiominalion.  He 
ranks  higlt  at  the  bar  and  in  political  circles,  and 
Fort  W Orth  numbers  him  among  her  leading  and 
influential  citizens. 

' STERI.INC  I’RICE  AIFRRICK.  In  this  re- 
view the  subject  repre.sents  one  of  the  ancient 
families  of  the  state  whose  iileutity  with  its  ciHl 
and  militaiy  affairs  has  aided  in  making  the 
enijtirc  commonwealth  of  the  W'e.st  glorious  in 
peace  and  in  war  and  brilliant  in  her  indn.strial 
achievements. 

The  Alerricks  cajne  into  the  Republic  of  Texas 
in  1840.  headed  by  James  C.  Aferrick,  the  father 
of  our  subject,  who  sojourned  for  a few  years 
in  T.amar  county,  but  finally  located  his  head- 
right  ill  Hunt  county,  near  Kingston,  where  for 
more  titan  foitv  years  he  was  engaged  in  rural 
pursuit.s.  In  he  disposed  of  his  interests 

there  and  took  up  agriculture  and  stock  grow- 
ing in  Callahan  eoniity.  remaining  there  as  a 
modest  farmer  till  i8c)3,  when  his  advancing 
years  urged  his  close  pro.ximity  to  bis  children 
and  lie  came  to  Alontague  county,  where  his  death 
occurred  Alay  'i~,  1904.  aged  eighty-five  years. 

He  was  a .son  of  Charles  Alerrick  and  was 
horn  near  Fninklin.  Tennessee.  The  other  chil- 
dren of  his  parents  were:  AA’illiam,  who  was  killed 
as  a t'onfetlerate  .soldier;  John,  who  died  in  Cal- 
lahan county,  in  leaving  a family:  Charles, 

who  passed  away  during  the  war  with  issue; 
Colonel  George  \V.,  who  <lied  in  Fannin  county, 
in  t8o8.  a prominent  Confederate  commander  of 
Texas:  .\daline,  decea.sed,  wife  of  Benton  Davis, 
of  Fannin  county  ; and  Rhoda.  who  married  Wil- 
liam Cartilher.s  and  died  near  I.xvs  .Angeles.  Cali- 
fornia. 

-As  settlers  tlie  Alerricks  are  among  our  distin- 
guished eitizeiisbip.  The  most  remote  American 
forefather  was  a member  of  the  Jamestown 
Colony,  in  A^irginia,  and  conse<iuentIy  took  part 
in  the  first  work  <if  our  national  internal  de- 
vclcii>mcm.  fi'hey  multiplied  and  dc.sccndants  of 
the  old  patriarch  scattered  to  all  point.s  of  the 
compass  as  new  settlements  were  opened  up. 
AA'hcn  the  war  for  independence  came  on  tradi- 
tion tells  u.s  that  tliree  of  them  enli.sted  and  did 
valiant  leu  tie  against  the  soldiers  of  the  British 
king. 

James  C.  Alerrick  was  married  in  Tennes.see 
to  Xaney.  a slaughter  of  Ih'ank  Thomjtson.  Airs. 
Aferrick  was  bom  in  1825,  and  still  survives,  a 
resi<lerit  of  Alontague  county.  The  issue  of  their 
marriage  arc;  Sarah,  wife  of  F.  L,  Scott,  of 
Sjxtkane,  AA'a.Miinglon : llcttie,  Griffith,  and 

Charles  all  died  single,  as  did  George:  Ruth  and 
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Alice,  twins,  married,  respectively,  II.  N.  Beak- 
ley.  Ilf  Coleman  county,  'Pexa.s,  and  J.  W.  Hud.s- 
pctli,  now  deceased;  Lora,  the  sixth  child,  mar- 
ried Stephen  Turbeville,  of  Callahan  county; 
Sterling:  P.,  our  subject;  and  John  B.,  of  Cooke 
ctiunty,  Texas. 

Sterling  I’.  Merrick  wa.s  born  seven  mile.s  north 
of  Greenville,  in  Hunt  countv,  Texas,  November 
17,  1862.  While  growing  up  on  the  farm  he 
ac((iiired  a goivd  common  school  education'  and  in 
early  manhood  engaged  in  country  school  witrk 
as  a teacher  in  hi.s  home  count v.  When  die 
old  home  was  sold  in  Hunt  counlv  he  went  to 
King  county.  Washiiiglon.  and  a part  of  the  three 
tears  he  was  in  that  .state  he  taught  two  terms  of 
school  and  .spent  one  vear  in  the  po.stoflice  in 
Seattle.  On  his  return  to  Texas  in  the  spring  of 
1801  he  joined  his  people  in  Callahan  county  and 
turned  his  attention  to  farming  and  stock.  The 
continuous  drouth  of  that  era  worked  disaster  to 
his  crops  and  consequently  to  himself,  and  when 
he  aliandoned  the  project  he  was  ready  to  begin 
life  anew.  He  attended  the  opening  of  the 
Cherokee  Strip  in  181)3,  made  the  race  for  a claim 
and  gc>t  it.  but,  being  without  means  to  even  pro- 
vide him  a shelter  while  proving  up,  to  say  noth- 
ing about  the  supplies  he  would  necessarily  need, 
he  decided  the  outloiik  was  too  forbidding  and  the 
future  too  ominous  to  allure  him  into  holding  for 
the  “second  crop,"  and  he  moved  on.  He  traded 
his  only  pony  for  an  inferior  set  of  black.smith 
tcxils  in  Enid  and  ojiened  a shop  on  the  railroad 
right-of-way. 

This  trip  to  the  Territory  marked  the  beginning 
of  his  second  start  in  life,  for  he  chanced  to  get 
into  a busine.s.s  out  of  which  he  fashioned  tlie  club 
which  “drove  the  wolf  from  hi.s  door”  and  put 
him  upon  a plane  tliat  had  a fairly  ea.sy  down 
p-rade.  December  16,  i8c)3,  he  sold  his  Enid 
shop  to  good  advantage,  and  established  himself 
at  Cz.  Alontagtie  county.  He  spent  a year  there, 
sold,  and  bought  a shop  at  Ro.sston,  Cooke  county, 
and  at  the  end  of  a season  disjtosed  of  this  also, 
and  established  himself  then  in  Bowie.  Here 
he  ran  a wood-yard  in  connection  with  his  shoo, 
and  quit  hlack.smithing  in  in  a .satisfactory 

financial  condition.  For  a few  months  he  con- 
ducted a confectionery  business  in  Bowie  and 
when  he  sold  it  he  entered  the  race  for  county 
clerk,  was  defeated  by  a close  vote  of  thirty,  and 
became  a .student  and  a teacher  in  John  T. 
Roberts'  Commercial  College  in  Bowie.  In  De- 
cember, Kp4,  he  formed  a partner.sliip  with  Allen 
Uuisenherry  and  etigagcd  in  the  carriage,  wagon, 
harness  and  implement  husine.ss,  but  recently 
opened  up.  He  has  a fine  trade  in  buggies,  har- 
ness and  all  kinds  of  im])lcments. 


I\lr.  .Merrick  married  at  Uz.  m Montague 
county,  on  the  <Sth  of  .May,  iSoq,  Alis.s  Lillie 
Whillev.  a daughter  of  T.  E.  Wiiitk-y,  who  emi- 
grated from  North  Carolina  to  ) exa.s  in  1854. 
XT)  cliildren  have  ressdted  from  inis  unirin 

In  politics  the  Merricks  have  ever  allied  them- 
selves with  DeiniHtracy  amt  have  done  their 
citizen's  portion  toward  the  [ier;x'tuity  and  su- 
jircmacy  of  the  Deinocraric  iilea.  t.)nr  subject  is 
an  t.)dd  Fellow  ami -a  Woodman  of  the  World 
and  hi.s  fellow  citizeiis  are  plea.scd  to  accord  him 
the  hoiK’f  of  a worth)-  and  representative  citizen. 

RUFL’S  W.  O'KEEFE.  For  a period  of 
twentv-five  years  clo.sely  and  succe.ssfullv  identi- 
fied with  the  great  live-stock  indu.sirv  of  West 
Texa.s,  the  career  of  Rnfn.s  W.  ( t'Keefe  pre.sents 
ill  individual  form  all  tho.se  jier.sonai  eletnents  of 
power  and  many  of  the  incidental  circumstances 
w hich  have  proved  the  foundation  of  ]ire.sent-day 
prosperity  in  the  great  Panhandie  countiy  . 'Hiis 
Tii.storv  is  largely  a biographical  record  of  those 
men  who  have  pushed  forward  the  Itulwarks  of 
civilization  and  human  industry  from  the  east 
into  the  undevelo])cd  portions  of  tiie  west  and 
northwest,  and  with  that  w'ave  of  the  range- 
cattle  indu.'try  wliich  swept  in  that  direction  ore- 
ceding  the  building  of  the  railroads  went,  as  a 
rising  and  enterprising  cowman,  i\Tr.  O’Keefe. 
Success  came  to  him,  and  ever  alireast  of  and  an 
active  [larticijiant  in  tho.se  developments  which 
gradually  modernizeil  tne  rang;  cattle  busines.s 
into  the  pre.sent  era  of  s]>lendid  stock  ranches 
with  high-grade  stock  and  iqi-to-date  rnetiiods, 
he  is  now  one  of  the  leading  rejircsentatives  of  the 
live-stock  business  in  the  Panhandle  ?nd  lias  re- 
cently entered  the  field  of  finance  as  president  of 
the  Canyon  National  Bank,  at  Canyon  I'itv,  where 
is  his  home. 

Air.  t)'Keefe  was  born  in  R?mdol])li  county, 
.Alabama,  jaunai  v K),  1857.  a son  of  'j'homas  1’. 
and  Sarah  E.  (West)  O'Keefe.  Fhe  father  was  a 
fanner,  and  died  when  Rufus  -was  an  infant. 
.After  receiving  his  edncalion  in  tlie  piililic  schools 
of  his  native  .state,  he  remained  at  home  and 
engaged  in  tilling  the  farm  until  he  v. as  twenty- 
one  years  old.  Coming  to  Texas  in  1878,  for  the 
following  three  rears  he  wa.s  an  Ellis  county 
farmer.  But  alive  to  the  [lossihilities  of  the  great 
western  country,  where  no  railroad.^  as  yet  had 
j->enetrated  and  where  the  range-cattle  industry 
was  in  its  palmy  days,  in  i88t  he  went  out  to 
West  Texa.s  and  threw  himself  with  all  the  vigor 
and  ambition  of  young  manhood  into  the  pic- 
turc.sque  pursuits  of  the  range.  With  definite 
pros]>ects  for  the  future' he  continued  until  he  liad 
enough  money  to  begin  for  bimsclf,  w hich  became 
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po.ssiLle  in  rSSp.  He  InMig-ht  hoth  l;md  and  cattle 
in  tliat  Year,  and  lias  s-ince  been  increasingly  pros- 
perous in  the  bti.siness,  being  at  the  present  time 
owner  of  eighteen  thou.sand  acres  of  the  Pan- 
handle country.  W’hen  the  Canyon  National  bank 
was  incorporated  he  was  elected  its  president,  and 
has  directed  its  affairs  since  the  institution  was 
opened  for  business  on  November  i,  IQ05. 

Mr.  O'Keefe  was  married.  Tanuarv  14,  1S90, 
to  Aliss  Elizabeth  Riser,  whose  n.-iiive  home  was 
in  Missouri.  'I'hey  have  one  daughter.  May.  iMr. 
O'Keefe  is  a member  of  the  Mciliodist  Episcopal 
church  and  of  the  Knights  of  Ihthics  fraternil>. 

J.\.i\rES  K.  RE.\1).  The  pioneer  family  ref>- 
resented  by  the  gentleman  w hi.sc  name  iiUroijuees 
this  article  was  among  the  ante-bellum  settlers  of 
Wise  count}  and  in  the  early  efforts  at  rural 
dcvelopineut  here  it  performeil  a inode.st  vet  .sub- 
stantial part,  it  was  headed  by  O.  H.  P.  Read 
who  established  him.self  here  in  1858  and  built 
his  home  in  the  community'  of  Rush  and  Gar- 
rett creeks.  He  came  hither  to  settle  and  bring 
up  his  family  where  they  might  acquire  homes 
with  ease  and  through  all  the  grievous  times 
of  civil  strife  and  Indian  raids  and  murder  he 
remained  sieadfii't.  never  leaving  his  home  or 
deserting  his  oauity  to  a\oiil  conflict  with  the 
thieving  and  cowardly  "braves.” 

O.  H.  P.  Read  was  born  in  Granger  countv, 
I'ennessee.  in  18 16.  and  died  at  Paradise,  Texas, 
March  3,  1807.  He  came  to  mature  years  in  his 
native  state  and  married  Jane  Hvd!  and  then  set- 
tled in  Fancy  county,  Missouri,  where,  in  For- 
sydi,  he  plievi  the  gunsmith's  trade.  He  came 
to  Texas,  as  before  added,  to  build  him  a rural 
home  and  here  he  w as  known  onlv  as  a farmer. 
He  made  a success  of  his  venture  and  was  i-n- 
abled  to  provide  moderately  for  his  children  when 
they  .should  be  ready  to  begin  life.  He  married 
a lady  of  German  birth,  who  preceded  him  to  the 
grave,  dying  in  1878  at  seventy-three  years  of 
age.  Their  childicn  were.  William,  who  is  the 
I’jdest.  and  is  still  living;  F.liza,  who  mar- 
ried F'rancis  Fore  and  died  some  time  during  the 
war:  Sarah,  who  rnarrietl  Newton  Youngblood 
and  is  deceased:  Caroline,  who  married  Harvey 
N'oungblood  and  .she  aiul  her  hu,sband  died  in 
March.  18S0;  Gideon  died  in  18G5,  aged  twenty; 
John  died  in  i88.i ; Jaincs  K.,  of  this  review; 
.N,lary.  who  married  Mecajah  P.ritt  and  died  some 
time  vhiring  the  war. 

James  K.  Read  was  a lioy  of  five  years  when 
his  frailer  bronght  him  to  Wi.se  Ctmnly.  He  was 
born  ill  Forsy  ili,  Missouri,  October  27,  1853, 
the  education  he  obtained  came  to  him  through 


a soiiiew  liat  intennitteiit  attendance  upon  the 
cotmtrv  schools.  The  troubles  and  excitement 
of  the  times  were  snl'flcieiit  to  make  boy.s  of  cour- 
age and  daring  when  he  grew  up  on  the  frontier 
and  the  occasional  swift  passage  of  the  red  man’s 
band  put  a spice  into  real  life  that  was  almost 
to  tile  limit  of  real  enjoyment.  While  the  fami- 
ly was  never  sorely  he.set.  one  call  of  the  savage 
was  so  close  as  to  give  v>ne  of  the  boy's  the  footrace 
of  his  HR-  .and  but  for  the  timely  appearance  of  his 
brother  with  the  dreaded  gun  might  have  cost 
him  his  life  or  .a  term  in  Indian  captivity.  As 
late  as  1874,  when  they'  murdered  the  Huff  fami- 
ly near  Alvord,  the  Indians  prowled  the  country 
every  moonlight  night  and  cverv  annual  effort 
at  farming  was  attended  with  some  hazard  and 
danger. 

M hcii  Mr.  Read  married  at  just  past  tweiitv'- 
one  he  set  up  housekeeping  on  the  spot  w’here  he 
now  makes  his  home.  It  was  a part  of  tlie  par- 
ental e.state  which  came  to  him  as  a gift  and  into 
the  cabin  built  to  receive  them  tlie  young  people 
began  their  career  in  life.  Many  dvvinestic  events 
have  hapjiened  and  many  agricultural  successes 
Iiave  been  achieved  since  that  7th  day  of  July  of 
their  marriage  in  1875,  and  about  a section  of 
land  has  become  the  limit  of  their  holdings  of 
real  estate,  hirs.  Read  was  Maiy  E.,  a daughter 
of  John  Ferguson,  a Uajitist  minister  from  Ten- 
nessee who  ministered  to  the  peojvle  of  Wise 
Cv'unty  anil  who  married  Sarah  J.  Collins  and 
died  here,  the  father  of  twelve  children.  Rlr. 
and  hirs.  Read's  family  has  consisted  of  John 
Henry,  of  iMemphis : William  Walter  and  Ben- 
jamin. of  Hall  county,  Texas;  May,  Laura,  Har- 
old. Peek,  Carl  and  Ruth,  all  at  home,  while  May 
is  attending  school  in  Demon. 

In  their  political  affiliations  tlie  Reads  are 
Democrats  and  in  their  religious  tendencies 
Methodists.  ]\Ir.  Read  is  one  of  the  active  and 
influential  factors  in  his  church,  is  a steward  and 
for  many  years  superintended  the  Sabbatli  school 
work.  ^Ir.  Read  is  a .Mason  and  has  membership 
at  Paradise. 

FIT\.XK  F.  BROWN.  D.  D.  S.  The  profes- 
sion of  dentistry  in  Alontaguc  county  is  ably  rep- 
re.^euted  by  the  gentleman  whose  name  intro- 
duces this  jiersoual  review,  his  office  in  Bowie 
being  one  of  the  professionally  active  centers 
of  interest  in  the  city.  The  prestige  of  his  alma 
mater,  his  proficiency  as  a mechanic  and  his  uni- 
versal popularity'  as  a citizen  combine  to  make  his 
office  the  rriecca  of  dental  sufferers  and  place  him 
in  the  category  of  cininciit  craftsmen  in  his  line. 

While  Dr.  Brown’s  citizenship  in  IMontague 
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county  is  not  of  ancient  orij^in,  he  is  indebted 
to  the  state  of  Te.Kas  for  Iris  birth  and  refers- with 
pride  to  the  citizenship  of  his  parents  as  of  pion- 
eer character  to  the  Ix>ne  Star  state.  Jackson 
county,  Ylis-sissippi,  furnished  Joseph  Brown,  our 
subject’s  j^randfather,  to  become  a settler  of 
Texa.s,  and  while  he  made  a trip  into  the  state  in 
the  closing;  forties,  his  permanent  settlement  was 
not  made  until  1852.  He  selected  a location  in 
the  vicinity  of  Springfield,  in  I^ime-stone  comity, 
where  his  stock  and  farming  interests  were  car- 
ried on.  .\mong  his  children  were  several  sons, 
one  of  whom,  Wiley  F.,  was  the  father  of  Dr. 
Brown  of  this  notice. 

Wiley  P.  Brown  was  horn  in  Jackson  county, 
Mississippi,  in  1840,  and  was  nearing  man’s  estate 
when  his  parents  brought  the  family  to  Texas. 
Tvlerchanclising  attracted  him  in  early  life  and  he 
began  it  as  a clerk  in  Springfield,  afterward  be- 
coming one  of  the  firm  of  Stephens  and  Brown 
and  fiiiallv  owning  the  business  himself.  .Vban- 
doning  Springfield  he  became  a inerdiant  in 
Groesiieck  and  remained  so  until  in  the  seventies, 
when  he  was  induced  to  enter  politics  and  was 
elected  to  a county  office.  For  manv  years  he 
was  returned  to  the  court  house  by  an  apprecia- 
tive con.‘;tituency,  bolding  the  office  of  treasurer 
and  then  county  clerk  and  filling  the  latter  some 
ten  years. 

^Vhen  the  state  was  organizing  its  troops  for 
the  Confederacy,  \Wley  P.  Brown  enlisted  in  the 
spring  of  1861  in  Major  Farrow’s  compani-,  but 
it  was  disbanded  in  Eilis  county,  and  he  then 
joined  Colonel  Nichols'  regiment,  which  w-as  sent 
to  Galveston,  where,  in  six  months  it  was  also 
disbanded.  He  then  joined  Captain  McGee's  com- 
pany- and  was  elected  second  lieutenant  of  the 
company.  The  company  w-as  made  a part  of  the 
Twentieth  Texas  Cavalry-  and  at  Fort  Smith, 
.Arkansas,  he  came  into  command  of  the  company. 
He  wa.s  in  the  fight  at  Fdkliorn,  and  in  a skirmish 
near  \'an  Buren  and  the  regiment  was  then 
dismounted  and  became  infantry  for  the  re- 
mainder of  its  serHce.  He  fought  at  Cane  Hill, 
spent  the  winter  of  1862-63  at  P'ort  Smith,  where 
Indians  attacked  them,  and  for  the  remainder 
of  the  war  his  regiment  saw'  some  fighting  and 
other  field  serHce  to  the  close  of  the  war.  He 
was  in  the  Trans-Missi.ssippi  Department  and  was 
under  command  of  Gen.  E.  Kirby  Smith. 

In  Lime.stone  county  Mr.  Brown  married  Mary 
Z.  Stephens,  a daughter  of  Captain  Stephens,  his 
partner  in  business  and  an  old  countv  officer  of 
Limestone  connry-.  The  issue  of  their  marriage 
are:  William  W.,  of  Groe.sl)cck  ; Wiley  P.,  Jr.,  of 
Okmulgee,  I.  T. ; Porter  P.,  of  G rocsheck ; Dr. 
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Frank  F.,  our  subject;  Mrs.  J.  L.  Walker  of 
Groesbeck;  Leslie  L..  of  Groesbeck;  Mrs.  R.  L. 
Reese,  of  Corsicana  ; John  L.,  of  Groesbeck ; and 
Marion,  a student  of  the  medical  department  of 
Tiilane  Cniver.sity. 

Dr,  F.  F.  Brown  spent  h is  boy  hood  and  youth 
in  ;ind  near  Groesbeck  and  the  prtblic  and  private 
schools  thereabout  provided  him  with  a liberal 
erlucation  w hich  was  strengthened  by  liis  attend- 
ance uix)n  the  .Agricuhur.'d  and  Mechanical  Col- 
lege. When  engaging  in  active  business  he  was 
made  deputy  coumy  clerk,  which  office  he  filled 
three  years,  and  upon  the  expiration  of  his  service 
lie  took  up  the  study  of  pharmacy , taking  a course 
in  the  same  a'i.  Philadelpliia.  He  tiX)k  charge 
of  a drug  store  in  Groesbeck  for  two  y e.'irs  and 
in  the  fall  of  1.804,  he  Iregan  the  study  c-f  denii.strv 
in  the  Baltimore  College  of  Dental  Surgery,  In 
1S07  he  completed  his  course  and  opened  an  office 
in  Cameron,  Texas.  He  remained  in  that  loca- 
tion until  July,  irpo,  when  he  established  hijnself 
in  Bowie,  w here  he  has  achieved  both  pn.ifessi'onal 
and  social  renown.  He  is  a member  of  the  Texas 
State  Dental  A.ssociatioii,  is  an  Elk  and  a W’ood- 
man  and  a Democrat. 

MILES  A.  GR.V\"ES.  Mr.  Graves  is  an  h<>n- 
ored  citizen  and  farmer  of  Jack  county,  repre- 
senting the  first  precinct  on  tire  board  of  county 
commissioners  and  doing  efficient  sert'ice  for  the 
people  of  his  county.  A citizen  of  the  coi.mty'  tor 
twenty-seven  years,  he  has  grown  up  here  and 
hi.s  straightforw  .'ird  life  ha.s  established  him  in  the 
universal  confidence  of  his  nnmicipalitv. 

Blount  county,  Alabama,  was  Mr.  Grtives’  na- 
tive place  and  he  w-as  born  September  26.  1801. 
His  father  was  J.  T.  (iraves,  who  died  in  Jack 
county  in  iQoo  at  the  age  of  fifty-seven  and  tvho 
wa.s  born  in  the  same  county  as  his  son.  James 
Graves,  grandfather  of  Milc.s  A.,  was  a farmer 
and  died  by'  accident  in  Blount  county.  He 
married  Eliza  W’alkcr,  who  li<.)re  him  AAilliam, 
Je.sse,  Elizabeth,  Nancy-  and  Robert. 

J.  T.  Graves  adopted  the  vocations  of  hi.s  faiiier 
when  he  took  up  the  duties  of  life  ami  .-erved  four 
years  in  the  Ninth  Alabama  Infamry,  was  first 
sergeant  of  his  company.  He  was  wounded  in 
the  Seven  Dav.s’  fight  and  at  the  battle  of  Chicka- 
inauga  and  served  and  suffered  that  the  cau.se  of 
tlie  .sur.s  and  bars  might  prevail.  He  married 
Nancy,  daiigliter  of  William  Martin,  .and  his 
wife  died  in  Jack  county  in  1885.  The  children 
born  to  them  were:  Mile.s  A.:  Eliza,  who  mar- 
ried A.  G.  Smith  and  died  here ; William,  i:>f 
Imhbock  c<nnit y.  Texas ; Nlollie,  wife  of  J.  W. 
Xichi.ds,  of  Jacksboro;  Robert,  of  laibbock 
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couiiii,  Tf'-a- ; C.onklia.  wife  cjf  Heurv  Bill- 
lurry.  ni  jack  couiit\ . and  Arthur,  ulio  lill.s  a 
farm  "in  the  T-'roc  State  of  Jack.” 

The  ( irar'Cic>  came  to  'I'exas  from  l.incolii 
roumy.  Tcnnes.Nee.  by  watron,  coasuming  some 
rive  twek'  on  the  road.  0.\  teams  comprised  their 
outlit  wlien  they  drove  into  Jack  county  and  tliey. 
sealed  on  Carroll  creek.  In  iX88  Miles 
brought  his  family  to  the  M'est  Fork  and  rented 
laiul  for  four  }’ears.  He  began  life  at  the  l)ottom 
and  the  proces.s  of  climbing  tire  ladder  was  a slow 
and  tedious  (me.  He  strained  several  points,  ap- 
parently, when  he  contracted  tii  l>uy  eighty  acres 
of  lam]  on  the  .Sion  Pritchard  survey,  in  order 
that  he  might  begin  the  work  of  huilcling  him  a 
home.  log  house  and  few  other  primitive  im- 
provenieiits  greeted  liitn  wluol  lie  t(K)k  possession 
of  the  land,  but  these  readily  and  ((uickly  yielded 
to  periiianeut  and  eoniforiable  structures  when 
they  were  ready  to  he  made.  He  traded  Iris  yoke 
of  .steers  in  on  his  farm  and  was  then  without  a 
team  to  cultivate  it  hut  he  vvorked  out  of  the 
predic.inient  and.  notwithstanding  occa.sional  fail- 
ures in  crops,  he  paid  for  and  improved  his  farm 
ami  added  Ollier  l;mds  to  its  area  till  it  embraces 
four  hundred  and  forty  acres. 

'I'he  state  of  Texas  received  J.  T.  Grai'cs  and 
his  family  from  l.incoln  county,  Tennessee,  as 
above  staled,  whither  they  went  from  their  ."vla- 
liama  home  in  iSbd.  They  first  slopped  in  Lamar 
county . remaining  there  five  years  and  beginning 
their  citizenship  in  Jack  in  the  year  1878.  .\s  an 
oiieiiing  stroke  to  his  independent  career  Miles 
A.  Craves  bought  a yoke  of  cattle  on  lime  and 
with  them  hauled  nK'k  to  pay  for  a horse  which 
had  c()Uie  to  him  through  the  lime  channel. 
Other  similar  maneuvers  occurred  in  the  early 
jiart  of  his  career  In  fore  he  reached  the  rock  of 
'.-ifety  ami  became  able  to  really  stand  alone. 

X'ovembcr  15,  t88;p  Mr.  Graxes  married  Miss 
Elia  .Miller.  -Mrs.  Graves  was  a daughter  of  J. 
,\.  and  .Margaret  -Milkr.  who  lived  in  iVIissOuri 
and  \rkansas  prior  to  the  advent  of  the  family 
to  the  empire  of  the  west.  She  was  horn  in  Collin 
county  March  afi,  1805.  and  is  the  mother  of 
Henry  , Eva,  Robert.  Ethel,  Tee.  Xlyrtlc,  Alinnie 
and  Esm. 

Mr.  I "iraves  was  called  to  ilie  commissioners’ 
iiopird  by  his  Democratic  coiisliuumt-.  in  Tooo,  in 
T('02  aial  again  in  I'jOg,  and  he  has  been  instrii- 
nientnl  in  huilding  the  Jacksboro  and  other 
briilge.s.  buying  the  coumy  farm  at  a co^t  of 
•Sz.ycx.i.oo  and  has  carried  lii.^  share  of  the  other 
public  business  w ithout  eiiibarrassniem  and  with 
sincentx  ami  honor.  He  is  a Master  Ma.son  and 
hold,->  a UK-inlitrship  in  the  MctluKiist  church. 


\ ,\XCE  (jIS'T.  M.  I).  Ill  a profession  where 
succe.ss  and  (iromineiice  depend  entirely  upon 
individual  merit,  comprehensive  knowledge 
and  close  application  Dr.  Gist  has  won  a no- 
table and  creditable  po.sition.  He  makes  hi.s 
home  in  Red  River  Valley  and  is  accorded  a 
liberal  patronage,  wdiich  comes  to  him  from  a 
wide  territory.  lie  was  born  in  Tennessee, 
March  1,  185'1,  and  is  a representative  of  one 
of  the  old  families  of  Kentucky'.  His  paternal 
grandfather,  Joseiih  Gist,  was  a pioneer  of  that 
state,  going  there  soon  after  Daniel  Boone  had 
made  his  explorations.  He  became  a leading 
agricultnri.st  of  that  section  of  the  country  and 
was  closely  identified  with  its  early  develop- 
ment. His  son,  Belew  Gist,  was  the  only  child 
born  of  his  first  marriage.  For  hi.s  second  wife 
he  chose  Belle  Freeman  and  they  had  one  son. 
Joseph,  who  died  in  the  Blue  Grass  state. 

Belew  Gist  was  born  in  Kentucky,  there 
spent  his  youth  and  after  his  marriage,  which 
occurred  in  tliat  state,  he  settled  on  a farm  there 
and  became  a. leading  agriculturist  of  his  com- 
munity. He  was  a veteran  of  the  Confederate 
army,  serving  throughout  the  war  and  partici- 
pating in  many  important  engagements  and 
skirmishes,  at  the  same  time  undergoing  hard- 
ships and  exposure  that  are  always  meted  out 
to  a soldier.  He  was  a Royal  Arch  Mason,  true 
and  loyal  to  the  teachings  of  the  craft,  and  was 
a man  whose  word  was  as  good  as  his  bond.  He 
was  ever  faithful  to  his  honest  convictions  and 
neither  fear  nor  favor  could  swerve  him  from 
a course  which  he  believed  to  be  right.  Both 
he  and  his  wife  were  consistent  and  devoted 
members  of  the  Christian  church.  He  first 
married  Miss  Xancy  Davis,  a native  of  Ten- 
nes.see  and  a daughter  of  Isaac  Davis,  a repre- 
sentative farmer  of  that  state,  where  he  re- 
mained at  home  (hiring  the  period  of  the  Civil 
War,  taking  pari  with  neither  side.  In  his 
younger  days  he  was  noted  as  an  athlete  and 
he  became  an  earnest,  enterprising  farmer 
without  aspiration  for  public  (office  or  notoriety 
of  any  kind.  His  children  were:  Mrs.  Eliza- 

hetli  Johnson;  XMney,  who  became  ]\Irs.  Gi.st; 
and  Mrs.  Mitchell.  To  Belew  and  N^’ancy  Gist 
were  born  eight  children:  Jo.scph,  a merchant, 
shoemaker  and  saddler:  Isaac,  a school  teach- 
er and  prominent  mathematician;  William,  a 
fanner  now  living  at  Nocona;  Wnce  of  this 
review;  IMrs.  Sarah  Eden  of  Kentucky;  Ezell, 
a farmer  of  .\rkansas : Mrs.  Mattie  Smith  of 
Tennessee;  and  Robert,  a farmer  of  western 
Texas.  After  the  loss  of  his  first  wife,  the 
fatlier,  Belew  Gist,  married  again. 
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Dr.  Gist,  vvlio.se  nanu-  introduces  this  record, 
was  reared  in  the  usual  manner  of  fanner  lads, 
working  in  the  field.s  through  the  summer 
months  and  attending  school' throughout  the 
remainder  of  the  year.  He  is  largely  self-edu- 
cated in  a literary  way  but  thremgh  hi.s  read- 
ing he  has  become  tvell  informed.  He  taught 
school  when  about  twenty-one  years  of  age 
and  also  began  reading  medicine  under  the  di- 
rection of  Dr.  B.  S.  Idumbly,  who  continued 
as  his  preceptor  for  two  years.  He  next  matric- 
ulated in  X'anderbilt  Institute,  becoming  a 
student  in  the  medical  department.  Later  he 
returned  home  and  rode  with  the  preceptor  in 
his  practice,  assisting  Iiim  in  his  w'ork,  so  that 
he  added  practical  knowledge  to  his  theoretical 
training.  The  following  season  he  returned  to 
Vanderbilt  Institute  and  was  graduated  in' the 
class  of  1880.  He  then  located  for  practice  in 
his  home  neighborhood,  but  after  a few  months 
on  account  of  his  own  health  he  went  to  Slick 
Rock  Springs,  Kentucky.  There  his  health 
improved  and  the  people  of  the  locality,  recog- 
nizing hi,s  i>rofessional  skill,  urged  him  to 
remain.  He  did  .so  ami  for  four  years  .success- 
fully' followed  his  profession  there.  Through 
a correspondence,  however,  he  was  induced  to 
come  to  Texas  and  made  his  w'ay  to  Greenville, 
but  he  was  disappointed  in  the  physician  of 
whom  he  was  to  become  a partner  and  he  re- 
mained at  Greenville  for  only  a few'  day's.  He 
tlien  went  to  Cooke  county',  local  ing  at  Erie,, 
w'hcre  he  entered  into  partuershin  with  Dr.  B. 
R.  Thonerson,  with  whom  he  remained  for  a 
year,  after  which  he  went  to  Thackerville  in 
the  Indian  Territory.  There  he  also  spent 
a year  and  on  the  expiration  of  that  period  re- 
turned to  Valleywiew',  Texas,  where  he  spent 
about  twelve  months.  Again  he  located  in 
Thackerville  in  i88(i,  remaining  there  in  ac- 
tive practice  until  1890.  when  he  went  to  Roff 
in  the  Territory’,  spending  nine  years  at  that 
place.  In  18H9  he  arrived  in  klontague  county 
and  located  in  the  neighborhood  of  Red  River 
valley',  where  he  y'et  resides.  He  has  been 
quite  successful  in  his  [iractice  and  at  each 
place  in  which  he  has  located  he  h.as  built  up 
a large  bu.siness  by  strict  attention  to  bis  pro- 
fession and  by'  reason  of  his  skill  in  the  ad- 
ministration of  remedial  agencies.  In  1898  he 
tcK)k  a post-graduate  course  at  the  West  Side 
Hospital  in  Chicago,  Illinois,  and  by'  reading 
and  investigation  he  ha.s  continually  promoted 
his  efficiency  and  thus  remlcretl  his  services  of 
greater  value  in  the  alleviation  of  human  suffer- 
ing. 

When  in  Roff  Dr.  Gist  leased  a farm  for  ten 
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years,  enipioviiig  a man  to  carry  it  on.  He 
handled  much  st<'>ck  and  was  quite  successful 
in  his  agricultural  intcre.sts  there.  Cm  corning 
to  I\Iositagiie  c<aunty  he  purchased  near  his 
present  place  oi  residence,  becoming  owner  of 
a V'alley  farm  of  two  hundred  and  ten  acres, 
which  he  oi>eratcd  in  connection  w'ith  his  prac- 
tice. Ev'entually,  however,  lie  sold  out  and 
bought  again  where  he  now  resides,  having 
here  ttvo  hundred  and  six  acres  of  fine  valley 
land,  well  improved  with  good  buildings,  mod- 
ern equipment  and  .an  orchard.  He  also 
bought  a forty-acre  wood  lot.  d'he  drictor 
greatly  enjoys  the  outdoor  air  and  exercise 
that  farm  labor  gives  and  would  really  prefer 
to  abandon  professional  service  and  give  bis 
attentiem  to  the  farm  on  account  of  health,  but 
his  many'  patrons  are  ojiposed  to  this  plan  and 
demand  hi.s  services  as  a medical  jiractitioner. 

In  I'.lay',  1S94,  in  Cooke  county,  Texas;,  was 
celebrated  the  marriage  eff  Dr.  Gist  and  Jiliss 
Allie  I’hilliiis.  who  was  born  in  Cooke  county, 
February'  l.-T  ISTG.  She  is  an  estimable  l.idy 
of  natural  refinement  and  attractive  graces  of 
character,  who  presides  with  charming  hospi- 
tality' over  their  jileasant  home.  Her  parents 
were  Dan  and  Sally  .A.  Phillips,  the  former  a 
nativ  e of  Tennessee  and  the  latter  of  .Xrkansas, 
Crawford  county.  They'  were  prominent  resi- 
dents of  t.'ookc  county,  where  her  father  was 
engaged  in  the  cattle  business  for  a number 
of  y’c-ars.  I.ater  he  became  a member  of  the 
■King  Cattle  Company',  wdiich  subsequently' 
failed.  Air.  T’hillip.s,  however,  rallied  from  his 
financial  reverses  and  gained  a fair  inca.sure  of 
prosperity.  He  continued  his  residence  in 
Cooke  county'  up  to  the  time  of  his  death,  which 
occurred  December  ilS,  18S8.  lie  was  an  ac- 
tive and  interested  member  of  the  Alethodist 
church  and  was  a man  of  upright  principles 
who  fully  merited  the  confidence  and  good  will 
that  was  uniformly'  extended  him.  rlis  wife 
snrv'ives  him  and  now  resiiles  in  Afontague 
county'.  In  their  family  were  eight  children, 
namely  : Fannie,  Claude,  Allie,  Ncira,  Charles. 
Wid,  Anna  and  Tennic. 

Dr.  and  Mrs.  Gist  hav'e  three  children: 
Ciladys,  born  October  25.  189T;  Ruby',  born  No- 
vember 12,  1901;  and  Elsie,  born  Afarch  1.1, 
iqOj.  The  doclrir  and  his  wife  liav'e  in.anv 
warm  friends  in  Xocona  and  Aloniagno  coun- 
ty and  he  is  well  known  as  a successful  and 
capable  plivsician  ami  surgeon  and  enterpris- 
ing farmer.  His  labors  have  been  well  directed 
and  through  his  own  efforts  he  has  achieved 
success  and  an  honored  name. 
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R<JJ'.HRT  W lUH  A.M  SNEED.  One  of  the 
ver'  fir>i  .''CUiers  of  Tunk  \ allev  in  coun- 

t\  was  Ivol  crt  W.  Sneed.  wIki  U'cated,  in  1872, 
seven  nules  suiuh  of  Graham  on  a part  of  the 
'!'■  inkaway  Indian  Reserre.  When  he  came  the 
.Re.serw  was  not  yet  subject  to  pre-cmjHion,  but 
the  >iaie  lei:i,-.!aiure  was  petitioned  to  declare  the 
Indian  title  no  longer  tenable — as  the  tribe  had 
deserted  the  tract,  and  in  1873  the  act  went  into 
effect  makinq;  the  .several  reservations  ca)ni])nsing- 
ihe  one  hundred  square  milc.s  public  domain  and 
'iilqcct  U>  eiitr\  in  (juaricr  section  lots.  I laving 
selected  one  of  the  choice  site.s  our  subject  ful- 
I'dled  the  coinlition.s  of  the  stale  and  obtained  hi.s 
patent  anil  ha.s  cemtinued  his  occupation  of  his 
homestead  for  a third  of  a century. 

-\mong  the  few  settler^  wdio  were  w ithin  reach 
of  air.  Sneed’s  location  Judge  N.  J.  Timmons 
ami  A.  l'>.  iMt-fllau  still  remain,  the  former  being 
the  only  near  neighbor  during  tliat  hi.storic  year. 
-\s  his  first  abiding  place  he  almo.st  burrowed 
ujKler  ground,  for  the  cabin  he  built  had  a dirt 
diior  and  a rorif  of  the  same  material.  Humble 
though  it  wa.s  it  was  his  home,  and  the  inde- 
pendence he  fell  in  reclining  under  his  own  "vine 
ail']  fig  iree"  is  more  readil)-  imagined  than  told. 
Ho  made  tlie  subterranean  habitation  his  home  for 
two  years,  when  prosp>erity  added  something 
sulwtantud  t<>  his  assets  and  he  built  himself  a 
real  house.  Tor  nine  years  he  labored  in  the  re- 
ilnciion  and  iniprovcnient  of  hfs  farm,  without 
the  aid  or  counsel  of  man's  truest  companion,  a 
wife.  E.xce[>t  for  the  peculiar  characteristics  he 
was  a hermit  and  onh'  with  the  dawn  of  an  era 
■ )f  permanent  prosperity  did  he  seriously  con- 
sider a matrimonial  alliance. 

Rc'bert  u’,  Sneed  has  been  in  Texas  forty 
vi  ars.  IIc  came  here  from  Lincoln  county,  Mis- 
>ouri,  in  18115.  making  liis  way  overland  down 
through  the  wiKLs  of  .\rkansas  and  the  Imlian 
Terriior\  and  cros.-;inw  Red  river  at  historic  Tal- 
bott’s Ferry  and  journeying  to  San  Augustine 
county,  where  his  final  tour  south  was  ended, 
'['here  he  lived  a year  and  then  sougltt  Hood 
count),  where  the  succeeding  si.x  years  were 
passed.  From  Hood  he  brought  his  severely  lim- 
ited r.:-'Ourccs  into  Young,  w iih  the  result  as  re- 
lated above. 

Ma\  25.  1830,  Rubert  W.  Sneed  was  born  in 
I.incohi  county.  Hi.ssouri,  of  parents  William  D. 
and  Caroline  (Idavis)  Siiccil.  The  family  was 
foundol  there  by  Reninmin  Sneed,  grandfather 
of  -.mr  -nbj'.'ct.  who  moved  out  ihcro  from  near 
Richnunid.  A'irgiiiia.  enrh'  in  file  nineteenth  cen- 
tur  and  die  1 in  1852  at  about  eighty- tliree  )-ears 
of  age.  He  was  a soldier  in  the  war  of  1812  and 
iy-r  his  wife  chose  f’ri.scilla  Jew,  liy  whom  there 


were  born  \Villiain  D.,  Benjamin,  Caswell,  Ilar- 
risiin  and  Isabel,  wife  of  Hess  W’illiam.s. 

William  D.  Sneed  was  a mere  boy  w'hen  he  ac- 
companietl  his  parents  to  Alissouri,  and  he  grew 
up  on  the  outskirts  of  civilization  and  obtained 
little  education.  He  was  a successful  farmer  for 
his  day  and  married  a daughter  of  Silas  Davis. 
His  w ife  died  in  1863  aiul  he  survived  till  1902, 
passing  away  at  the  age  of  eighiy-three  years,  a 
Baptist  ill  religion  and  a Democrat  in  politics. 
Sarah  J.,  who  married  Elias  Shumaker  and  died 
in  Alissouri,  was  his  first  child,  and  the  others,  in 
order  of  birth,  were:  Robert  W..  of  this  notice; 
Alary,  w ho  died  in  1863  ; Susan  E.,  wife  of  John 
James;  Charles;  Frances,  deceased;  Henry; 
Benjamin ; and  Ellen,  wife  of  John  C.  Cox,  all, 
.lave  our  subject,  of  Joplin,  Alissouri. 

Robert  W.  Sneed  learned  little  beyond  read- 
ing and  writing  when  a schoolboy,  and  he  discov- 
ered hi.s  adaptation  for  farm  work  under  the  in- 
struction of  his  father.  Being  southern  in  senti- 
ment. tvhen  the  war  was  brought  on  he  joined  a 
company  for  seiwice  in  Price’s  army  and  while 
en  route  to  the  command  the  Federal  General 
Prentiss’  command  obstructed  their  way  at  Mount 
Zion  church  and  worsted  them  and  captured 
matt}-.  In  this  fight  Air.  Sneed  was  shot  through 
the  hi]i.  taken  prisoner  and  paroled  on  his  prom- 
ise not  to  take  tip  arms  again  until  exchanged, 
ami  he  is  still  waiting  for  his  exchange,  although 
in  no  mood  now  to  resume  the  conflict  .should 
this  act  make  its  appearance. 

In  February,  187C),  Air.  Sneed  married  Airs. 
Dulcena  Robinson,  a daughter  of  Jo.siah  Baker, 
who  settled  in  Parker  county,  Te.xas,  in  1850 
from  Pulaski  county,  Kentucky.  Mr.  Baker  was 
l>orn  in  Yancy  county.  North  Carolina,  April  5, 
1822,  a son  of  Afartin  Baker,  who  settled  in  Ken- 
tucky wlien  Josiah  was  a boy.  Alartin  Baker 
passed  liis  life  as  a farmer,  came  to  Te.xas  prior 
to  the  war  and  died  in  Parker  county  in  1864  at 
sevent\-two  years  of  age.  He  married  Elizabeth 
Buclianan  and  reared  a family  of  six  cltildren. 
Josiah  Baker  married  Nancy  C.  Fore,  a daugh- 
ter of  Jesse  Fore,  a soldier  of  the  war  of  1812. 
ATrs.  Baker  (lied  in  Parker  county  in  1S96  tlte 
mother  of  eight  children.  She  was  born  in  Geor- 
gia and  married  there,  and  in  Union  county,  that 
.state,  Afrs.  .Sneed,  her  daughter,  was  born  in  No- 
vember. 1841). 

W'hile  Air.  and  Airs.  Sneed  have  no  i-ssuc,  by 
her  first  hu.sband,  John  Robinson.  Airs.  .Sneed 
has  a daughter.  I.aura.  who  married  Ahlliam 
Vv’adk-)'  and  re.sides  on  the  farm  near  her  mother. 

In  his  A'oung  county  experience  a.s  a fanner 
ATr.  .^ueed  has  never  failed  to  raise  some  sort  of 
a crop,  allhouglr  many  failures  W'ere  made  the 
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rear  of  the  “big  drouth"  in  i8S6.  That  year  he 
made  a quantity  of  millet  by  planting  for  fall 
rains,  the  only  means  by  which  feed  could  have 
been  pro<luced  in  the  county.  - His  interest  in  his 
fanu  has  abounded  to  the  exclusion  of  all  other 
interests,  and  as  a citizen  he  is  widely  known 
and  universally  respected  and  esteemed.  He  is  a 
part  of  the  great  Democratic  majority  Texas 
never  fails  to  give  a national  or  state  ticket  and 
holds  a membership  in  the  Christian  church. 

ABRAHAM  MOLSBEE,  who  has  extensive 
farming  and  stock-raising  interests  wEich  he  is 
profitably  conducting  in  Montague  county,  is  also 
well  known  as  a minister  of  the  Brethren  church, 
and  his  upright  life  has  commended  him  to  the 
confidence  and  good  will  of  all  with  whom  he  has 
been  associated.  He  was  born  in  Hawkins' coun- 
ty', Tennes.sce,  July  8,  1835.  His  parents  w'ere 
David  and  Margaret  (Simmons)  Molsbee,  the 
latter  a native  of  West  V'irginia  and  the  former  of 
Tennessee.  The  paternal  grandparents  w'ere  Wil- 
liam and  Nancy  (Groves)  Molsbee.  both  of  whom 
were  natives  of  Pennsylvania,  the  fonner  of 
English  lineage  and  the  latter  of  German  descent. 
After  their  marriage  they  removed  to  Tenne.s.see. 
Mrs.  Molsbee  was  first  married  to  a Mr.  Stakely 
and  had  two  sons,  John  and  Christian.  The  for- 
mer • married  and  bec.'ime  the  father  of  a large 
family.  Subsequent  to  his  removal  to  Tennessee 
William  Molsbee,  the  grandfather  of  our  subject, 
purchased  large,  tracts  of  land  and  improved 
good  farms.  There  he  spent  his  remaining  day.s, 
his  death  occurring  upon  the  old  family  home- 
stead. He  was  a member  of  the  Brethren  or  Ger- 
man Baptist  church  and  assisted  in  the  upbuilding 
of  a large  congregation  in  the  locality'  where  he 
re.sidecl.  He  wa.s  at  all  times  true  to  his  profes- 
sions, and  his  honesty  and  genuine  wortlr  made 
him  a man  of  value  in  the  community  where  he 
resided.  In  his  family  were  two  sons  and  a 
daughter ; David,  Mrs.  Mary  P.owman  and  Wil- 
liam. The  last  named  was  a fanner  and  removed 
from  Tennessee  to  Missoitri. 

David  iVIolsbee.  the  father  of  Rev.  Abraham 
Molsbee.  was  reared  in  Tennessee  and  .settled 
u{X)n  the  old  home.stead  farm  there.  Later  he 
added  more  land  to  his  original  property  and  he 
became  one  of  the  prominent  and  successful  agri- 
culturi.sts  of  the  neighborhood.  He.  too,  was  a lo- 
cal minister  of  the  Brethren  church.  In  politics 
he  was  a W^hig,  but  never  aspired  to  office.  He 
opposed  .slavery  and  was  a strong  Union  man 
during  the  Civil  war.  At  times  he  was  threat- 
ened by  the  rebels  because  of  his  Union  syanpa- 
tliies,  but  he  was  never  harmed.  The  army,  how- 
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ever,  foraged  off  liis  place,  took  all  that  he  raised, 
drove  out  his  stfX'k,  robbed  his  place  and  serious- 
ly damac'ed  him  fiTiancially'.  He  died  in  the  y'ear 
1864  respected  by  all  who  have  regard  for  up- 
right principles  and  honorable  conduct.  His  wife 
survived  him  until  1865.  She  was  a daughter  of 
C.  Simmons,  a native  (■£  V”irginia,  who  followed 
the  occupation  of  fanning,  and  removed  to  Ten- 
nessee, w'here  his  last  days  were  passed.  He,  too, 
was  a member  of  the  Brethren  church  and  in  his 
family'  were  eight  children:  Mrs.  Susanna 

Shanks ; Jacob,  a farmer ; Mr.s.  Margaret  Mols- 
Ixc ; George ; Mrs.  Elizabeth  Iseuberg ; Mrs. 
A'lartha  Vaughn;  .Mrs.  Anna  Price  and  Mrs. 
Catherine  Franci.sco. 

The  children  of  David  and  Alargarct  Alolsbee 
were  nine  in  number;  Catherine,  who  became 
the  wife  of  John  Kinsinger;  Joseph,  who  followed 
farming  hut  is  now  decea.-,ed,  dying  during  the 
period  of  the  Civil  war;  Mr.s.  Mary  Iseuberg; 
William,  also  a farmer;  .Uargarct,  the  wife  of 
William  Kin.singer;  Airs.  Anna  Shanks;  Mrs. 
Rachel  DaHs  ; and  Samuel  and  Abraham,  twins. 
The  former  died  on  the  old  homestead  farm  in 
1891. 

.Vbraham  Molsbee  was  born  and  reared  upon 
the  old  family  homestead  in  Tennessee.  He  pur- 
sued his  education  in  the  common  and  graded 
schools,  and  when  a young  man  engaged  in 
teaching  .school  for  a munber  of  years,  proving  a 
capable  educator.  In  connection  with  his  brother 
he  obtained  the  old  honieste.ad  farm,  which  they' 
divided.  Mr.  Alolsbee  of  this  review  took  up  his 
aboile  thereon  and  built  a commodious  brick  resi- 
dence. He  continued  the  work  of  cultivating  the 
fields  and  improving  the  property'  until  he  had  an 
excellent  farm,  upon  which  he  lived  for  many 
years,  there  rearing  his  family'.  In  t888,  how- 
ever, he  sold  that  property  and  came  to  Texas, 
settling  in  Montague  county,  where  he  purchased 
a farm  from  the  Broadus  Jordan  Ranch  Com- 
pany*, thus  becoming  owner  of  nine  hundred  and 
sixty-five  acre,s  of  valuable  land,  on  which  he  has 
made  rnanv  pennanent  and  substantial  improve- 
ments. He  built  a commodious  two-story  frame 
house  and  all  nece.s.sary  outbuildings  for  the  shel- 
ter of  grain  and  stock  and  now  has  an  excellent 
farm  property'.  He  ha.s  since  made  division  of 
his  farm  with  hi.s  son.s  and  about  four  hundred 
acres  of  the  entire  tract  are  under  cultivation, 
yielding  good  cnqis.  He  ha.s  never  failed  to  raise 
a .sufficient  amount  to  supj)ort  his  family  and  his 
stock  and  has  met  with  a desirable  measure  of 
success  in  all  of  his  undertakings.  He  is  jdeased 
with  the  country,  has  firm  faith  in  its  future  and 
is  dcinonst rating  its  possibilities  for  agricultural 
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de\  clopmeiu.  lie  give.?  some  attention  t<i  stock- 
raising,  liaviiig  a small  herd  of  cattle,  aiul  he  has 
also  fed  some  for  the  market. 

Mr.  Molsbee  was  married  to  i\Iiss  Sue  Daoney, 
who  was  born  in  Tennessee  in  1840  and  is  a 
daughter  of  Absalom  and  Sally  ( Starnes  1 Loon-, 
ey,  both  of  wliom  were  natives  of  'r'enne.ssee  and 
were  faithful  meuibers  c>f  the  Methodist  church. 
Her  father  was  a prominent  farmer  and  slave 
owner  and  was  reg'arded  as  cnie  of  the  sulistan- 
tial  citizens  of  his  covnnu.iTiiiy.  He  never  aspired 
to  office,  1,iut  was  a man  of  consideralile  local  in- 
fluence and  was  res[)ected  by  all  with  whom  he 
came  in  contact.  He  died  during  the  Civil  war 
in  1862.  His  cliiMren  were,  eleven  in  mtmfier: 
William  C,  a farmer;  -Mrs.  Louisa  Hutchisson ; 
Gains,  who  also  follows  agricultural  pursuits; 
Mrs.  -Mary  .\.  Campbell ; JIargarct  G. ; John  B., 
Absalom  and  Joseph  I.,  all  of  whom  are  follow- 
ing farming ; Mrs.  Sarah  J.  Pearson ; Orv'ille, 
wiio  was  killed  while  serving  in  the  Confederate 
army ; and  Airs,  Molsbee.  To  our  subject  and  his 
wife  have  been  born  the  following  named:  Sam- 
uel and  Ltavid.  who  follow  farming  on  the  old 
home.'tead  in  Montague  county;  Alice,  the  wife 
of  R.  Brice  of  Temies.see;  ,\bsalom  and  Abra- 
liani,  who  are  living  upon  the  liome  farm;  iMrs. 
Maggie  E)rake  ; 2\Irs.  Sudie  Paine;  and  William, 
yet  at  home.  The  second  son  of  the  faniily, 
ville  Slolsliee.  d,ied  in  Texas  when  about  twenty 
yea.rs  of  age. 

Mr.  Ivlolsbe.e  has  ahva_vs  taken  a deep  interest 
in  religiC'U.s  ViOrk  and  for  forty  years  has  btten 
a preacher  of  die  Brethren  cliurdi.  He  has  been 
associated  with  the  l.ouisiaiui  and  Texas  Confer- 
ence and  ha,s  attended  several  of  its  annual  con- 
ventions in  (lifiTrent  iiarls  of  the  United  States. 
He  did  niissicmar}  work  at  Texa.s.  I.mt  now  has  a 
regular  charge  at  Xticona  and  also  coie  in  (nxike 
coumv.  which  lie  has  controlled  since  its  organi- 
zation fourteen  yeans  ago.  He  is  a strong  Prohi- 
bitionist. having  long  hecn  an  advocate  of  the 
temperance  cause,  and  his  life  is  permeated  by 
hoiiorahlc  princijtles.  which  make  him  a man 
wi.irth}'  the  highest  regard  and  confidence  of  his 
associates.  In  all  of  his  business  relations  lit* 
ha.s  been  hon(.)rable  and  ipiright,  and  moreover 
in  his  relations  wiih  his  fellow  men  he  has  dis- 
played the  kindliness,  sym]>athy  and  charitable 
spirit  whicli  arc  the  direct  cnitconie  of  his  re- 
ligious faith.  Ills  labors  in  behalf  of  his  church 
hai'e  !>etn  far  reaching  and  lieneticial  and  he  is 
today  numbered  among  the  honored  citizens  of 
Memtague  county . 


ANDREW  J-VCKSON  2iIcCAN.  Probably 
the  choicest  bottom  farm  in  Young  county  is  that 
owned  by  Andrew  J.  iiIcCau  on  the  Brazos  river 
ill  Miller's  P.cnd,  a tract  of  several  hundred  acres, 
rich  and  [trodiiciive  and  coniinanded  by  the  2ilc- 
Can  bridge  spanning  the  famou.s  stream  of  liquid 
soil  bearing  the  name  of  the  Brazos.  ]\ir.  AIcCan 
settled  in  that  community  in  1876,  passing  the 
tir.'t  year  (m  the  east  side  of  the  river,  and  buying 
laud  in  1877  on  the  Ratliff  Survey  and  paying 
tlie  e.xorbitant  price  of  five  dollars  per  acre.  The 
products  of  the  farm  and  [lastiirc  have  yielded 
iiim  atiundanlly  and  liis  efforts  for  twenty-nine 
years  have  lieen  lil>erall,v  rewarded. 

For  his  first  home  he  pre-empted  a tract  of  hill 
land  near  his  first  purchase  and  upon  this  he 
erected  a log  cabin  for  the  reception  and  protec- 
tion of  his  family,  and  from  that  modest  and 
simple  fort  he  laid  siege  to  dame  fortune  for  ten 
years  and  won  many  victories  so  substantial  as  to 
enable  him,  from  year  to  year,  to  add  to  his  do- 
mains anil  to  extend  its  limits,  ultimately  to  em- 
brace nine  hundred  and  sixty  acres.  From  his 
present  modest  home,  topping  an  eminence  over- 
looking his  broad  and  fertile  valley  to  the  norlh- 
waid,  he  has  achieved  much  of  the  fame  which 
attache.--  to  him  as  a farmer,  and  when  nearing 
hi.s  three  score  and  fifteen  years  he  has  gotten 
his  own  consent  to  relinquish  active  labor  and 
[sursue  a more  quiet  and  less  strenuous  life. 

Air.  -Mcl-’an  came  into  Young  county  from 
Dallas  county  and  a pair  of  horses  and  a small 
bunch  of  cattle  constituted  the  paraphernalia 
with  which  he  started  his  career.  He  lived  in 
Dallas  county  ten  years,  selling  goods  at  Cedar 
Hill  for  four  years  and  following  the  farm  six. 
He  went  into  Dallas  county  at  the  close  of  the 
war  from  .\rkansas,  where  he  had  refiigeed  dur- 
ing tliat  bloody  strife  to  more  safely  care  for  and 
watdi  over  his  orphan  children.  He  refngeed 
from  Dent  county,  ^Missouri,  whither  he  had 
taken  his  young  faniily  in  1856  from  his  Tennes- 
see hc-me,  anil  there,  when  the  rebellion  was  un- 
der way,  he  enlisted  in  the  Confederate  army  and 
served  until  the  death  of  his  v\  ife  in  1863,  when 
condition.?  at  home  induced  the  Confederate  au- 
thorities to  furlough  him  while  looking  after  the 
necessities  of  his  liouseliold.  His  coinmand  was 
Company  (',  Colonel  'Tom  Freeman's  Regiment, 
and  his  service  was  confiitcd  to  the  states  of  Mts- 
sotiri  and  .\rkansas  alone.  The  battle  of  Bates- 
\ ille  was  the  chief  engtigeinent  in  which  he  took 
part  and  he  was  doing  his  duty  as  he  saw  it 
vvlien  misfortune  overtook  him  at  home. 

.\ndre\v  J.  IlIcCan  was  born  in  Hickman  coun- 
ty, Tennessee,  Augu.A  24.  1832.  a son  of  John 
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McCaii,  who  came  lo  the  United  States  from 
Erin’s  Isic  a young  but  a married  man.  Tin;  lat- 
ter settled  on  Duck  river  in  Hiclanan  county, 
Tenne.ssee,  where  he  died.  His -wife  was  Nancie 
Ann  Maycock  and  tiieir  children  \tere;  James, 
Poll}'  and  Elizabeth,  all  died  in  Hickman  coun- 
ty; the  first  daughter  as  ^Irs.  John  Arnold  and 
the  second  as  Mrs.  George  Jackson;  Elijah  served 
in  the  United  State.s  army  in  the  war  with  .Mexi- 
co and  died  at  .Memphis,  Tennessee,  on  hi.s  tvay 
home;  Thomas  died  in  .-Krkan.sas  during  the  re- 
bellion ; .Vmlreu  J.  and  Henry,  who  died  in  Sul- 
nhur  Springs,  Texas. 

Andrew  J.  McCan  obtained  little  education 
during  youth  ami  nnule  a thorough  acciuaintance 
with  hard  work  on  the  fann.  He  married  first  in 
1854  -Miss  Alary  Pickard,  who  left  at  death  chil- 
dren, viz;  Alary,  wife  of  James  Rain.sey.  of  Cedar 
Hilt,  Texas;  Joseph,  who  died  at  twelve  years; 
Spencer,  of  Haskell  county,  Texa.s,  married  .Mol- 
lie  Dickson;  Loui.sa  married  William  Pry  ant,  of 
Cedar  Hill ; Henry,  of  Young  county,  married 
Emma  Porter.  In  1867  Air.  McCan  married  in 
Dallas  county  .Sarah  J’enn,  -who  died  in  1902.  By 
thi.s  union  Air.  AIcCan  is  the  fatlier  of  George,  of 
Cdd  Alexico,  who  married  Aliss  Curtis ; Andrew 
L.,  of  Silvertoii,  Texas,  married  Aliss  Higgins; 
and  Aland,  wife  of  Alotiroe  Hughes,  of  Silver- 
ton,  this  state. 

Air.  AIcCan  has  always  felt  an  interest  in  local 
Democratic  j:x>]itic.s,  but  no  ambition  for  the 
public  service  has  ever  consumed  him.  He  is  a de- 
mitted  Alason  from  Profit  lodsre,  and  as  the  fore- 
going review  disdose.s  is  one  of  the  characters 
of  the  county  he  ha.s  helped  to  devtdop. 

JAAIES  D.  PEDIGO.  The  name  of  i’edigo 
is  interwoven  with  the  pkmeer  Ifistory  of  Alon- 
tague  county  and  in  the  work  of  devekjprnent 
along  agricultural  and  stock-raising  line.s  J.'imes 
D.  Pedigo  has  become  well  known,  his  cfforis  in 
that  direction  being  carefully,  systematically  and 
-succe.ss  fully  conducted.  He  was  born  January  i. 
1846,  in  Clay  c<ounty,  Tennessee,  and  with  a 
common  school  e<lucation  to  fit  liim  for  life’s 
practical  duties  entered  ujion  his  cho.sen  life 
work.  Ilis  parents  were  Robert  and  Susan 
'(.King)  Pedigo,  the  former  a native  of  Virginia 
and  the  latter  of  Tenne.ssee.  They  were  married 
in  Tennessee,  where  the  father  began  farming, 
residing  there  upon  the  old  homestead  until  his 
life's  labor.s  were  ended  in  death.  He  not  only  de- 
voted his  attention  to  agricultural  pursuits,  but 
was  also  a minister  of  the  Christian  church,  in  the 
work  of  which  he  took  a most  active  part,  his 
labors  proving  of  value  in  the  rtpbuilding  of  that 
denomination  for  many  years.  He  nevtn  aspired 
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to  political  [)re£crnitnt,  desiring  rather  to  give 
hi,<  attention  to  the  wcirk  of  providing  ft>r  Ins 
family  and  in  promoting  the  spiritual  welfare  of 
llie  l(K.alitits  with  which  lie  was  c'tmiecled.  Hi.s 
n;.d  in  i8ot.  She  was  a daugh.ter  of  Zacha- 
riah  Jsing  Kentucky,  a prominent  farmer  an-I 
trader,  who.se  labors  were  attended  with  pros- 
perity. The  other  member.s  of  the  King  family 
were;  Reading,  Jack.  Alrondu,  Polly  and  two 
whose  names  are  forgsitten. 

■ Mr.  and  Mrs,  Robert  Pedigo  had  a family  of 
nine  children;  Curtis,  who  i.s  yet  living  in  Tru- 
ne-S-see : Airs.  Elizabeth  Holland;  Lewis  Jack;--on, 
of  Bo.sque  county,  Texas,  wlio  served  in  (he 
Onifederate  army;  Calvin,  who  died  in  Ken- 
tucky ; Zachariah,  who  was  a soTlier  cjf  the  Co;i- 
fedcracy  and  i:<  living  in  Tennes.^ce ; Airs.  Pi.Ily 
Wood;  James  1).;  and  John  and  Wa<ie.  both  i>f 
Tennessee.  Following  tiie  death  of  the  mother 
in  Ti%i  the  father  \v;is  attain  married  and  Iw  the 
sece>n<I  unii'ii  had  a,  son,  Robert  A.  lAdigo. 

No  event  of  special  importance  occurred  to 
vary  the  routine  of  farm  life  few  James  D.  Pedi- 
go until  he  reached  tlte  age  of  seventeen  years, 
when  he  enlisted,  in  1863,  for  .service  in  the  Fir>t 
Tennessee  Alounltsl  Infantry.  He  was  on  active 
ditty  in  Tennessee  an<l  Kentucky  a.s  a patrol  and 
guanl  and  on  one  occasion  was  accidentally 
wounded,  a bullet  piercing  hi.s  arm.  He  served 
his  full  term  and  after  receiving  an  honor;tble 
discharge  retunjcil  home  au'l  re.snmed  farming. 

In  1807  Air,  Pedigo  was  married  to  .Mis.',  Sarah 
J.  .Meador,  a native  of  Tennes.see  and  a daugli- 
ter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Chri.stopher  Aleador.  The 
motlier'.s  family  name  in  maidenhood  was  ,.\cton. 
Both  were  natives  of  Tennessee  and  Air.  IMeador 
wa.s  [irosperous  in  his  farming  operations,  becom- 
ing .ine  of  the  substantial  citizens  of  his  coin- 
nninitv.  lie  .served  through  the  war  in  the  Con- 
federate army  and  he  was  an  c.xemfilary  member 
of  the  Afasonic  fraternity.  In  his  family  were 
six  children;  Alary,  the  wife  of  Z;icliariah  Pedi- 
go; Airs.  Sarah  I'edigo:  Thomas,  a nierclnuit 
of  .Saint  Jo.  Texas ; Airs.  Clarinda  Chauncy  ; 
Dalton,  who  is  engaged  in  merch.imli>.ing  with 
hi.s  brother  at  Saint  Jo:  and  Alr.s.  R.C'Sa  Fake. 

At  the  time  of  their  marri.age  Air.  and  Airs. 
Pedigo  located  on  a farm,  which  he  continued 
to  cultivate  until  1870.  when  he  came  with  his 
family  to  Texas,  .'•ettliiig  in  Alonta.gue  county 
a few  miles  fr<im  Saint  To.  He  bought  land  on 
Alountain  Creek  and  improved  a good  property, 
leaving  a portion  of  this  for  pasturage.  It  hail 
not  been  fully  <lenion.str:ite<l  at  tliar  time  that 
fanning  would  [irove  a profitable  industry,  for 
prior  1'.)  that  lime  the  settlers  had  moslh  car- 
ried on  .stock-raising.  Air.  Pcdigc',  however. 
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.lcmoll^t^alctl  that  crops  could  be  profitably  raised 
and  in  connection  with  the  tilling’  of  the  field.s  he 
has  raised  some  st'tck.  He  remained  ufton  the 
farm  until  1805,  hen  he  retired  from  its  active 
niaiiagcnienl,  although  he  is  still  the  otvncr  of 
the  property,  lie  now  makes  his  home  in  Saint 
Jo  and  to  some  e.xtent  is  engagerl  in  trading 
in  stock.  Here  he  built  a residence  and  later  he 
Sold  that  properU’  and  bought  again,  becoming 
owner  of  fifteen  acres  in  the  edge  of  town.  On 
this  place  is  a ctinimodiotis  two  story  frame  resi- 
dence and  all  the  necessary  (lutbuildings  and 
the  land  i?  under  cultivation  and  devoted  to  fruit 
raising. 

The  home  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Pedigo  has  been 
blessed  vith  two  children;  Smith  C.,  a druggist 
of  Saint  Jo.  and  IVlolly,  the  wife  of  S.  M.  King,  a 
banker  of  Saint  Jo,  who  is  mentioned  elsewhere  in 
this  work.  .Mr.  and  ^Irs.  Pedigo  are  memlxtrs  of 
the  Presbyterian  church  an>l  contribute  generous- 
ly to  its  support  and  t:il:e  an  active  part  in  its 
work.  His  political  allegiance  is  given  the  De- 
mocracy. I\lr.  Pedigo  has  always  enjoyed  good 
health  and  he  feels  satisfied  with  his  selection 
of  Montague  county  as  a place  t.>f  residence.  He 
has  witnessed  much  of  its  growth  and  progress 
and  through  his  utilization  of  business  opixtrtuni- 
ties  has  accumulated  a competence  for  old  age. 
Even  now  he  is  enabled  to  live  practically  retired 
in  his  j)leasant  home  in  Saint  Jo.  his  property 
interests  returning  him  sufficient  income  to  suj)- 
fily  him  w ith  all  of  the  comforts  and  many  of  the 
lu.xuries  of  life. 

HEORtTF  HI'XT  CR.MG.  iMr.  Craig  rep- 
resents the  blooded  cattle  interests  of  Young 
County  and  is  the  surviving  member  of  the  firm 
of  Craig  lirothers,  wh<>  identifieil  themselves  with 
the  county  as  citizems  and  bti.sineSs  men  in  1888. 
d'heir  ranch  comprises  owned  and  leased  land 
to  the  extent  of  six  thousand  acres  and 
lies  on  the  waters  of  Fish  creek  chiefly, 
reaching  also  to  the  waters  of  the  Brazcis.  .Vs 
breed(T^  of  .Short  Horn  c.attle  the  brothers  have 
ostrihlislied  a reputation  .ind  .standing  through- 
..ut  the  cattle  regions  of  I'exas  and  have  the  dis- 
tinction of  having  produced  the  prize  Short  Horn 
male  exhibited  at  the  Ft>rt  Worth  show  and  sale 
of  iyi<;i5  and  bought  b>  J.  W,  Eurge.ss. 

In  tile  beginning  the  Craig  ranch  was  devoted 
t..  the  jjo'dnctiou  of  stock  and  liecf  cattle  ami 
■for  S' line  >c\a,-n  } ears  it  was  to  this  industry 
Its  '^'wners  held  themselves,  eventually  lending 
llicniM Ives  to  the  hree<ling  of  fine  stock  along 
.iinie’ahat  experimental  lines.  Convincing  thciTi- 
selvi..--  diat  chert  Horn  breeding  here  would  bring 
dc-ir.ible  results  the  firm  clostid  out  their  com- 


mon stock  and  built  up  a herd  of  "bloods”  num- 
bering from  seventy-five  to  one  hundred  head  and 
registered  with  the  purest  strains  of  .America. 

George  H.  Craig,  the  successor  of  Craig 
Brothers,  came  to  Texas  on  an  "oming”  lour  for 
rest  and  recreation  in  i8S8,  and  the  pure  air, 
the  clear  sky  and  the  "free  and  easy’’  manner 
and  friendly  welcome,  of  the  A'oung  county  peo- 
ple so  interested  and  attracted  him  that  he  bought 
land  here  and  decided  to  remain.  He  was  a 
young  man  with  education,  energy  and  ambi- 
tion and  the  open  country  of  his  now  home  en- 
couraged his  freest  and  most  independent  effort 
and  he  bore  an  equal  share  in  the  subsequent 
career  and  achievements  of  the  well  known  firm, 
lie  made  his  home  always  on  the  ranch  and  gave 
It  his  pcr.>onal  oversight  for  years,  and  not  until 
his  marriage  did  he  establish  liis  home  near  Gra- 
ham, at  The  Point,  the  summer  home  of  his  late 
brother  W’illiam  D.  Craig. 

At  Plainfielil.  New  Jersey,  November  2,  1865, 
George  H.  Craig  W’as  born  and  he  was  trained 
in  youth  in  its  public  schools.  His  father.  Dr. 
Lewis  Craig,  was  horn  in  Monmouth  county, 
New  Jer.sey.  in  1803.  received  his  literary  training 
in  Rutgers  College  and  his  professional  education 
in  Jefferson  Medical  College  at  Philadelphia.  His 
grandfather  was  William  Craig,  also  born  in 
New  Jersey,  and  passed  his  life  there  as  a farmer. 
The  senior  Craig  married  a Aliss  Dntmmond 
and  three  sons,  Lewis,  Dr.  Jcdin  and  William, 
were  horn  to  him.  William  Craig  moved  out  to 
Ohio  in  an  early  day  and  reared  a family  sonie- 
w here  in  that  slate,  while  the  older  sons  remained 
near  their  native  home  and  left  descendants 
to  perpetuate  their  n.amc  :md  fame. 

Dr.  Lew  is  Craig  married  Mary,  only  daugh- 
ter of  Drummond  and  Catlicrine  (Burgess) 
TTiiiit.  of  Fayette  county,  Kentucky.  The  Doc- 
tor died  in  1S87  and  his  wife  passed  away  in 
1880.  leaving  two  sons,  William  D.  and  George 
IP,  the  subject  of  this  sketch.  Dr.  Craig’s  pro- 
fession.al  career  spanned  .an  era  of  fifty  years  of 
active  practice  in  J’lainficld  and  he  grew  in  pro- 
fessional, business  and  social  prominence  w’ith 
the  lapse  of  rime.  When  he  retired  from  his 
life  work,  in  1880.  he  did  so  with  a competence 
sufficient  a.i.  reward  tor  his  years  of  toil  and  with 
a c.'.ireer  filled  witli.  ac(s  .and  deeds  w ho.se  .substan- 
tial results  <irc  not  all  measured  by  dollars  and 
cents. 

L fion  le.aving  the  public  ;schools  George  H. 
Cr.'iig  entered  Pingry  School,  in  Elizabeth,  for 
some  further  preparation  for  a coller'e  course 
and  wl'Cn  this  preliminarv  was  finished  he  en- 
tered Columbia  College  of  Physicians  and  Sur- 
geons in  -New  V'ork  City  and  completed  the 
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course  to  the  senior  year.  At  this  juncture  he 
made  his  trip  to  Texas  with  the  result  that  he 
became  a “cowmian’'  instead  of  a physician. 

January  12,  1905,  at  New  Albany,  Indiana, 
Mr.  Craig  married  Miss  Mary  E.  Kintner,  a 
daughter  of  j.  R.  Kintner,  of  Harrison  coun- 
ty, Indiana,  who  was  a pioneei;  and  a promi- 
nent farmer  on  the  banks  of  the  Oliio  river 
some  thirty  miles  below  Louisville.  Kentucky. 
Mrs.  Craig  was  bom  and  reared  at  beautiful 
Cedar  Farm,  the  old  Kintner  family  home.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Craig  are  Methodists  and  their  influ- 
ence .and  helpfulness  are  felt  in  both  religious  and 
social  work  in  Graham,  their  favorite  town. 

A.  N.  EVh'\NS.  Men  of  enterprise  in  recent 
years  have  recognized  the  splendid  possibili- 
ties of  Texas  and  the  country  has  been  settled 
up  with  marvelous  rapidity.  This  has  given 
excellent  opportunities  to  the  real  estate  deal- 
er and  to  no  class  of  its  citizens  has  Texas 
owed  more  for  its  substantial  improvement  and 
development  than  to  the  men  who  have  placed 
its  lands  on  the  market  and  made  the  value 
of  property  and  the  possibilities  of  the  state 
known  to  the  general  public.  IMr.  Evans  be- 
longs to  this  class,  and  his  efforts  have  been 
far-reaching  in  connection  with  the  secretary- 
ship of  the  Texas  Real  Estate  & Industrial 
Association,  whereby  he  has  promoted  public 
prosy)erit3^  as  well  as  individual  success.  He 
was  born  at  Brooksville,  Noxubee  county. 
Mississippi,  November  2,  1S57.  and  is  a son  of 
J.  W.  and  Cordelia  (Bell)  Evans,  both  of  whom 
were  natives  of  North  Carolina,  but  were  reared 
and  married  in  Mississippi.  The  father  served 
as  a Confederate  soldier  in  the  Civil  W'ar,  and 
came  to  Texas  in  1865,  settling  in  Ellis  count}y 
where  for  twenty  clears  he  made  his  home,  his 
death  occurring  there  in  1885.  He  was  a farmer 
and  stock-rai.ser,  and  in  his  clo.se  and  active  as- 
sociation with  agricultural  interests  met  with 
a fair  measure  of  success.  Ilis  wife  is  still 
living. 

A.  N.  Evans  was  reared  upon  his  father’s 
farm,  on  tvhich  he  took  up  his  abode  with  the 
family  when  but  eight  years  of  age.  W’licn 
a youth  of  fifteen  years  he  became  an  appren- 
tice to  a pharmaci.st  conducting  a drug  store 
in  Ennis,  and  when  he  h.ad  thoroughly  mas- 
tered the  profession  and  acquainted  himself 
with  all  the  particulars  of  the  drug  trade  he 
embarked  in  hu.siness  on  his  own  account  .at 
Ennis,  where  he  conducted  a store  for  fifteen 
years.  Removing  then  to  Corsicana,  he  en- 
gaged in  the  real  estate  business  as  a member 
of  the  real  estate  and  law  firm  of  Hightower,  Call 
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& Evans,  the  first  two  being  attornc3's  and  giv- 
ing their  time  largeh’  to  their  law  firactice, 
while  Mr.  E\  ans  had  charge  of  the  real  estate 
branch  of  the  business.  He  has  resided  in 
Fort  Worth  since  18!)1,  and  has  here  l.)een 
prominentl3'  engaged  in  real  estate  operations, 
being  for  a time  associated  with  Captain  Wo 
G.  Veal,  now  deceased,  a prominent  citizen  ()f 
Texa.s  for  many'  yx-ars.  I'lie  present  st3'le  of 
the  firm  is  A.  N.  E-varis  & Companv,  his  part- 
ners being  Judge  S.  G.  Tankershw  and  .-\.  S. 
Hoiissells. 

Perhaps  ilr.  Evans  is  best  known  through- 
out Texas  and  other  portions  of  the  ctnuitry-  as 
secretary  of  the  Te.xas  Real  Estate  and  Indus- 
trial Association,  which  position  he  has  filled 
for  six  v'tars  and  in  which  he  has  been  ver\'  en- 
ergetic and  public  spirited,  largely'  promoting 
tlie  growth  and  development  of  the  state.  This 
association  was  organized  eight  years  ago  to 
labor  for  the  interests  of  Texas  and  promote 
its  improvement.  It  is  composed  of  one  or 
more  rneinbers  from  each  of  the  towns  and  cit- 
ies of  the  state,  these  members  being 
selected  from  among  the  representative  citi- 
zens and  are  usualh'  real  estate  men  who  are 
thoroughl}'  familiar  wdth  property  values  and 
the  possibilities  of  the  country'.  This  associa- 
tion has  published  and  distributed  much  liter- 
ature and  valnable  information  relating  to 
Texas  and  in  various  wav's  has  advertised  to 
the  world  the  great  resources  of  the  state,  thus 
being  the  direct  iTie.aiis  of  bringing  many'  citi- 
zens to  this  commonwealth.  Hon.  J.  Felton 
Lane  of  Heariie  is  runv  president  of  the  associa- 
tion. .Mr.  Evans  married  Miss  Nanny  Dix- 
son,  a native  of  Nay^arro  county,  Texas,  Decem- 
ber 6,  1881,  and  the}'  hay'e  six  children:  Earl, 
Rub}',  Ethel,  Lillian.  Alden  an<l  Frank.  Mr. 
Evans  is  a member  of  the  Mulkcy  Memorial 
Methodist  church  and  has  fraternal  relations 
with  the  Knights  of  Pythias,  the  U.  B.  A.  and 
the  Roy'al  Archates.  He  is  a man  of  excellent 
business  discernment  and  resources,  who  seems 
to  have  realized  at  any  one  point  of  progress 
in  his  career  the  possibilities  for  successful 
accomplishment  at  that  point  and  working 
along  modern  lines  he  has  gained  for  himself 
an  honorable  name  and  prospcrily  in  his  busi- 
ness career  and  at  the  same  time  has  greatly 
benefited  Tex'as  b}’  bis  labors. 

\\'ILLI.\hI  _ DRUIMMOND  _ CRAIG.  For 
his  sincere  .and  high-minded  citizenship,  for  his 
wisdom  and  capalnlitics  as  .a  business  man.  for 
his  culture  and  moral  bearing  as  a gentleman  and 
for  his  loving  human  sx'rnpatli}'  and  charity  as 
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a frii.-11'l  ijunij  count',  lias  [iroduced  no  purer  and 
ncThr  cliaracUr  than  llic  late  W illiam  D.  Craig-, 
■a  ho  until  C>cu.)l>er  _’i),  i<)04,  was  one  of  the  dis- 
iinsfui>.hcd  among  her  ijrivale  citizens  and  whose 
p.'.i.--.<ing  .awa;c  niarhed  a sad  day  in  the  .social  ami 
hn.^iiU'S  life  c>f  its  comity  -cat. 

.\lniost  the  entire  career  of  .Mr.  Craig'.s  btisi- 
ne-,s  life  \va>  ]>asse'l  as  a resident  of  Yc'img  cemn- 
t'-  .and  it  w as  here  that  his  virtues  shone  brilliant- 
ly and  it  wa.s  here,  too,  the  intluciicc  of  his  daily 
life  left  an  imj.irint  that  onl\'  time  can  obliterate. 
Ili.s  business  relations  brought  him  into  contact 
with  rtil  cla.s.-es  an<l  all  pe<.)ple  and  the  calcium 
light  of  his  e-xani])le  and  jircccpl  'pointed  out  the 
true  and  the  rig'ht  wat'  tc>  one  and  all  alike. 
F.ver' V,  here  along  his  pathway  he  s]n-eael  haj>pi- 
ness  and  goid-chccr  and  in  hi.s  wake  invi.silile 
resnit-s  accunnilated  which  .shall  endure  while 
memory  lasts. 

Coming  hiilnr  in  iS88.  hlr.  Craig  enibarkc-el 
in  tlu  cattle  bu-incss  with  hi,s  brother,  and  their 
interests  on  b'ish  creek  were  considerable  dur- 
ing ihe  rem.ainder  of  his  life.  Resides  his  .stock 
intcre-t-  he  -was  ccmnected  with  the  financial  af- 
fairs c.f  his  coiniriUnity  and  filled  responsible  of- 
lice-  ill  two  of  the  coiunr  ’s  hanks.  He  helped 
organize  tlie  First  Xaiional  Rank  of  ffraliani, 
'i\hich  afterward  liquidated,  ami  wa.s  an  influence 
tciwanl  the  direction  of  its  affairs.  His  comicc- 
tioii  with  the  Oeckham  .Xational  Bank  of  Graham 
gave  that  instilulion  much  of  its  prestige  and  as 
its  cashier  lu  wmi  a largo  ami  <,ksirahle  patron- 

W illiam  I).  Craig  w-a.s  born  in  T'laiufield,  \'cw 
)crsc\,  ,\|)ril  j.  i8f>ci.  and  w a.s  a son  t>f  Dr.  Lewis 
I raig.  '.'ho  i>.'isseil  a halt  ccnttiry  in  the  active 
practice  of  niedicine  in  that  citv,  .\ftcr  pass- 
ing ihrotigh  the  .1,’lainiM  Id  school.s  he  prepared 
for  ci'ilcge  i;i  the  Riiigry  school  at  Flizaheth  and 
then  nitered  ITimctcn  College.  He  coiiiT'leu-d 
the  clas.-ical  c<'nr.se  in  that  institution  in  1882. 
■alien  Ik  evas  husud  with  the  affairs  of  his  fa- 
ther’s estate  until  1888.  lie  married  at  Sjs.ikane, 
W’asliingt on,  September  2i),  1803,  Miss  hllizalieth 
Gr.ihaiii  wii"  was  the  light  of  lii.s  lifi  and  the 
gurmli.'m  angel  of  his  household.  Their  niar- 
nage  w.'is  .'i  imioii  of  two  hearts  that  ever  beat 
in  i.-H.,rfcct  unit'  and  haniiimy  and  their  lives  are 
relheted  in  the  ititi  lligcnee,  the  a-ffcetioii  and 
the  modest  Ikaring  of  their  tiffspring.  Mrs. 
• raig  w’ i.s  closely  allied  to  tlie  religious  work  of 
her  I'WMi  and  while  her  name  was  on  the 
I 'rc-sli' ti  riaii  ehiirch  rolls  all  churches  -were 
fikas' d to  claim  her  ii>r  her  g-ood  works,  and 
when  she  died,  Fehruarv  o,  icjoi,  Graham  was 
a hot!.'',  oi  inminhug.  Tlu,  chiklren  of  iMr.  and 
.Mrs,  t raig  Vierc  Ag'iies,  Mary  and  Catherine. 


the  jewels  of  their  father’s  crown  and  the  last 
iliciights  of  his  conscious  hours.  JMr.  C.'raig 
was  an  chler  of  the  Graham  I’resbytcrian  church 
and  its  w elfare  cainc  in  for  a good  share  of  his  at- 
leiilioii  and  sub.stantial  support. 

C,\ri'AI.\  TERRY  II.  C.  REFRY,  a prom- 
inent man  of  affairs  at  Seymour,  R>aylor  co'un- 
tv,  has  enjoyed  a career  of  imttsiial  individual 
success  and  jirestige,  and  what  he  has  effected 
in  a j'ublic-spirited  way  in  promoting  the  educa- 
tional progress  of  Seymour  will  be  felt  as  an 
intluence  for  good  through  all  succeeding  gen- 
erations of  the  town's  history.  Captain  Peery 
is  a m.aii  of  broad  gauge,  has  large  faculties  and 
talents,  has  been  aspiring  in  liis  endeavors,  has 
exiierienced  life  as  most  men  have  not,  ami  as 
a character  i.s  wi‘ll  roumled  and  influential  and  a 
man  w hose  po-ition  in  the  world  is  elevating  and 
hel]iful. 

He  is  a native  of  Maury  county.  Tennessee, 
where  he  was  horn  in  .\iigust.  1839.  parents 
were  Robert  and  iMargaret  iHarrold)  Peery, 
and  his  father,  a native  of  Teiines.see.  was  a 
farmer  and  died  before  the  war.  His  mother 
was  also  horn  in  Tennessee,  and  died  in  1884 
after  attaining  the  advanced  age  of  ninety  years. 

C aptain  lYery  wa,=  reared  on  a farm  and  re- 
ceived a good  common  school  education.  At 
tire  hegiiinit’g  of  the  rebellion  he  enlisted  in 
Obion  county.  Tennessee,  going  out  in  Company 
C.  'I'w  enty-sevciuh  Tennessee  Infantry,  of  the 
Confederate  army  as  a non-cunmiissioned  ufiieer. 
After  the  battle  of  Shiloli  he  was  conimi.s.sioned 
first  lieutenant,  and  at  the  battle  of  iMurfrecs- 
boro  W.1S  promoted  to  captain,  and  thence  during 
the  remainder  of  the  war  cominamlcd  Conipam* 
C of  the  Twenty-seventh.  Jn  addition  to  the  two 
battles:  mentioned  he  was  in  all  the  engagements 
participated  in  l>y  the  .Army  of  the  Tennessee, 
altogether  forty-tw-o  in  number,  the  most  inj- 
portant  heitig  Shiloh.  Rerryvillc.  Chattanooga, 
,Missioiiar\  Ridge,  the  fighting  at  -Atlanta  and  vi- 
ciitity,  and  Franklin  and  Xa.shville.  lie  was 
wounded  at  tlte  battle  of  -Fhik'h.  ,\t  the  battle 
of  X'ashville  he  counriamled  the  regiment,  his  su- 
perior officers  having  all  been  killed  or  wounded 
at  Franklin.  ,\fter  that  engagement  hi.s  regi- 
ment was  sent  to  .Xorth  Carolina,  where  it  t<x)k 
Tiart  in  the  battle  of  Bentonville.  and  at  the  time 
of  final  surrender  was  at  Greensboro. 

From  an  officer  in  the  Confederate  army  he 
returned  home  and  entered  the  mercantile  busi- 
ness. which  has  been  the  principal  obiecl  of  his 
endeavors  e\er  since.  His  store  was  at  M'ilson- 
ville  (now  Hornheak),  where  he  was  in  ]>artner- 
ship'  with  his  brother-in-law,  E.  Tlornbeak. 
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In  1876  he  came  out  to  Texas  and  located,  at 
Denton,  where  he  continued  his  career  as  mer- 
chant with  great  succes.s  for  thirteen  years.  He 
also  owned  a farm  on  the  edgc’of  tltat  town.  In 
the  latter  part  of  i88t,>  he  l)ecainc  a resident 
of  Seymour  and  begaji  merchandising,  at  first 
individually  and  then  in  partnership  witli  B.  F. 
Smith.  a.s  F'oery  and  .Smith.  They  later  sold  out 
to  the  Sevmonr  Commercial  Company,  of  which 
firm  Mr.  I’eery  i.s  still  a stockholder  althoiigh  no 
longer  actively  engaged  in  the  business. 

Captain  I’cery’s  connection  with  public  and 
political  affairs  began  in  Terines.soc.  He  has 
always  given  much  thought  to  educational  prob- 
lems, and  imprpyenierit  in  educational  facilities 
was  forced  upon  him  as  a burning  (piestion  and 
need  of  the  hour  in  his  part  of  Tennessee  after 
the  war,  interest  in  public  edncatiini  being  at  a 
low’  ebb  for  some  time  after  the  paralyzing  storm 
and  stress  of  civil  confiict.  In  Denton  he  became 
a member  of  the  boanl  of  aldermen,  and  as  a 
member  of  the  educational  committee  of  that 
body  tirok  an  active  intere.st  in  promoting  legisla- 
tion whereby  bonds  could  be  issued  for  e.stahlisii- 
ing  a good  public  school  system  and  a imich- 
needed  sch(x>l  building  there.  In  1900  Captain 
Peery  was  elected  president  of  the  scluxil  board 
of  Seymour,  and  as  the  re.sult  of  his  efficient 
labors  he  deserves  the  title  of  father  of  the  free 
public  .school  system  in  this  town,  (dn  his  ini- 
tiative lionds  for  nineteen  thousand  dollars  were 
voted  and  turned  into  cash,  and  from  the  pro- 
ceeds the  present  public  school  building  was 
completed  two  years  ago.  This  structure  is  one 
of  the  splendid  ornaments  of  the  town  and  an 
honor  and  credit  to  the  entire  people.  It  is  built 
of  gray  stone,  and  cost,  with  furnishings,  be- 
tw’een  twenty-three  and  twenty-four  thousand 
dollars.  Its  equipment  is  modern  and  w’ill  com- 
pare with  that  of  any  school  in  .North  'f'exas.  and 
the  entire  educational  system  is  such  that  Bey- 
inour  has  gained  a most  enviable  rejiiitation  as 
a center  of  learning.  Tlic  public  school  has 
eleven  grailes,  and  i.s  known  as  the  Sermionr 
hrec  Public  Schcxyl.  Previous  to  the  estahli.sh- 
ment  of  this  excellent  institution  Sevmonr  had 
about  as  pcjoi"  a school  as  could  be  fouml  in  this 
part  of  the  slate.  In  June,  i<)04.  Captain  Peery 
resigned  his  office  a.s  president  of  the  board,  hav- 
ing accomplished  his  oliject  and  one  of  the  best 
works  of  his  life. 

Captain  Peer)-  served  in  two  sessions  of  the 
state  legislature,  the  twenty-fifth  and  twenty- 
sixth,  T8f)7-()C),  and  vihile  a member  of  the  law- 
making bctcly  was  chairman  of  the  comn-iittce  on 
stock  and  stock-raising  ami  a memher  of  the 
committees  on  revenue,  taxation,  irrigation,  ju- 
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diciary  di.strict.',  and  others,  lie  made  a giio.l  rec- 
ord as  a legislator,  and  e.-pecialh'  jirovcd  the 
practicality  of  hi.s  mind  an<i  a sincere  ilesire 
for  tlie  best  interests  of  the  -tate  as  oi)i>i>sed  to 
the  theoretical  and  tentative  niea.siires  whose  ef- 
fccl  was  at  best  of  uncertain  value.  He  sided 
with  the  conservative  element  who  aii\ocated 
public  exi.iernlimres  only  where  nione\'  was  ac- 
tually needed  and  where  it  would  he  of  perma- 
nent  benefit. 

('aptain  Peery  affiliates  with  tlie  .Mas'.niic 
order.  He  has  been  a member  of  the  Chri.stian 
church  for  lift)  cears.  He  was  marrie<l  in  leii- 
nessee  to  IMiss  Anna  llornlieak,  of  one  of  the 
oli.l  and  highly  respected  families  of  that  ^taie. 
Her  father,  Hon.  F'lca>ant  Hornbeak.  was  ;i 
])roniinent  Tennesseean,  was  a member  of  the  state 
legislature  during  the  thirties,  and  ])re\ious  l<i 
that  had  been  dcKirkeeper  for  that  1kx!\  when 
Tames  K.  Polk  was  one  of  the  legislator.-.  Cap- 
tain and  Mr.s.  Peer\  have  four  children;  Terr\- 
*E.,  who  died  in  infaiiC)  : \\  . ( ).  Peery,  who  i-  a 
newspaper  man  in  Rtdfe,  Indian  Terriior\' ; Mr-. 
Helen  Briggs ; and  3Iiss  F.thel  Peery. 

MARSH.AI.L  F.  CiR.VG(i.  During  the  er;i 
of  Jack  county's  ra]>id  settlement  Marsluill  Tc 
Gragg  located  upon  a tract  of  Wood  i-ouiii\ 
school  land,  near  Post  Oak,  and  for  si.-;  v ears 
was  occu]>ied  with  its  reduction  ajid  improve- 
ment. Disposing  of  his  school  claim  in  i88y.  he 
located  in  Howard  valley,  purchased  fifl>  acres, 
with  a .small  l>ox  hon.se  and  otlier  jirimitivc  im- 
prcivements,  and  resiinieil  his  efforts  as  a farmer. 
After  twenty-eight  years  of  indu-tr\ , eiuhiring 
ailversities  and  overcoming  difficulties,  we  find 
him  one  of  the  in.lei>cndent  and  subsiamial  farm- 
ers of  the  valley. 

small  team  of  mules,  a wagon  and  a few 
swine  constituted  i\Ir.  ( Iragg's  visible  asset - 
when  he  drove  into  Jack  count) , and  lotlav  lit- 
is listed  for  taxes  w ith  three  hundred  ami  sixiy- 
five  acres  exclusi\c  iff  his  jierstmal  prttiiert).  To 
win  this  he  has  ])rovide<l  the  managcanenl  ami  the 
labor  and  nature  has  done  the  rc.st.  lie  was 
emlowed  with  indu.str)  at  birth  ami  ha-  pa--ed 
the  cliaracteristic  on  to  his  [(Osti-nt)  niiimpeded 
and  unimpaired.  He  trained  this  industrial  trail 
in  Coffe'i'  coimly,  Ttiinessec,  anil  ha-  practiceil 
it  in  Parker  comity,  Texas,  as  well  a-  in  Jack. 
He  came  to  the  Ltuie  Star  state  in  the  ftill  of  1871 
and  livcil  near  Spriiigtc>wn.  in  Parker  conut), 
utitil  his  deparntre,  liinnbl)',  yet  ileterniinedl) , 
to  build  him  :i  home  in  Jack. 

i\Ir.  Gragg  was  born  in  Polk  county,  Tennes- 
see. Jiilv  8,  185Z,  a -on  of  Th(>m;is  Gnigg,  who 
was  reared  in  that  -tale,  livctl  in  Greene  and  Cof- 
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fey  coiuitii.,'.  came  to  Texas  in  i8Si  and  died  at 
hi,-,  .-.on’.s  in  i.so-  at  sexenty  two  \ears  of  age. 
rile  lather  spent  hi.s  life  iarming.  was  a Primi- 
tive }iaj)lnt  and  an  ardent  Democrat,  his  final 
act  heing  to  vote  for  Air.  t'loveland  and  dying 
aftir  hearing  the  result  of  the  election.  His 
fir.st  wife  wa.s  Patsv  h'mmingliain,  who  passed 
ttwax  ill  TeimevMe  '.\hile  a \onng  woman,  the 
mother  of  \.  R..  of  t'omanche  C'aunty.  Oklahoma  ; 
t atlierinc,  who  <licd  in  the  Indian  Territorx  : and 
Alarshall  1'.,  of  this  notice.  For  his  second  wife 
Afr.  liragg.  Sr,. married  Rehccca  A\  iliiamson.w  ho 
hore  him  Vapoleon.  \et  in  Tennessee;  Nancy, 
who  mttrried  Alike  Duamaii  and  resides  in  Ellis 
count}',  Texas;  Saimicl,  of  ARmtagiie  county; 
\\  illiain,  of  Ifenton  county : and  Alar;.',  of  Ellis 
county. 

Circim]siance,s  and  conditions  ])rcvcntcd  Alar- 
.'hall  F.  ( iragg  getting  more  than  the  mo.st  mea- 
ger knowlolge  of  the  common  hranches  wliile 
} ct  at  homi:  but  he  aitcndcd  school  and  “made 
up  for  lost  time.’’  in  a measure,  when  he  had 
earned  the  monc}  to  pax-  the  expense  of  it  him- 
self. -\t  eighteen  rears  old  he  hired  out  to  a 
farmer  and  continued  to  aprilv  himself,  in  the 
main,  until  he  became  a married  man.  October 
1 1.S74,  he  married  Aliss  Emma  AI.  Flees,  of 
Parker  eounty,  and  tlie  twain  set  to  farming  and 
taxing  the  foundation  for  their  idriinate  inde- 
pendence and  prosperity. 

Airs.  I iragg  was  a daughter  of  John  \\  . Dees 
and  Emma  J,  Lancaster,  xvho  came  to  .Vavarro 
coiintx , Te.xas.  in  t8''k).  from  .Vesholie  county. 
Alis^i.'sip[)i,  remoxed  to  Parker  connlx',  and  there 
Airs,  i.fees  tlic-d  in  1S73.  Flees  passed  axvay 

in  Jack  county,  leaving  children:  Nancy  T., 

xxife  of  T.Iarvcx  I.,axvrc]icc.  of  Cooke  countx'; 
Airs.  ( iragg.  Is-m  in  Xesliobe  county,  Afi.ssis- 
si)ipi.  I 'ctober  i<i.  tlSyy;  Elizabeth,  xvife  ot  J.  \V. 
1 'attersi.iH,  cif  Knex  county:  Lx dia.  xvife  of  J. 
\.  Dol.ison,  of  i.'onke  coixntx' ; and  Aiargaret 
\L.  who  married  James  Johnson  and  flied  near 
Cundil'f. 

Air.  and  Airs.  Cragg's  children  are:  AVilliam 

T..  ,'i  fanner  and  stockman  of  the  Chickasaxv 
.\.'Ui. ill.  married  Sallie  Alcnure  and  has  issue, 
Eva  Naomi  and  Cora  \ calcr : Joseph  Ecc.  a 
graduate  of  tile  .Denton  Normal  .Sehool  and  a 
teacher  at  Hmiex  (Aroxe,  Texa.-,;  Dr.  Eulhe.r  F., 
(if  Clax  count},  cducafeil  in  the  medical  depart- 
ment of  Payhir  Univer.-ity ; Junius,  (if  Newport, 
1'e.xas  ; and  Cora  Emma,  Pred  and  norncr. 

Afr.  Cragg's  career  as  a fanner  \xa.s  inter- 
ru]ited  from  18115  'vitli  an  experience  as 

a mere  lia.iit  in  C iimliff.  For  tx\o  x ear.s  he  was 
:i  partner  in  tlu  firm  .if  Pruitt  and  Gragg  and 
I.  if  a like  term  conducu d the  liusiness  alone. 


W hile  he  is  a man  (xf  good  business  sense  it  is 
a.s  a farmer  that  be  has  demon.strated  hi.s  chief 
success  ainl  it  is  as  such  that  posleritx  should 
knoxv  him.  He  and  Airs.  Gragg  hold  membership 
in  the  Alissioiiarx  Baptist  church  and  as  citizens 
of  a progressix'e  community  stand  ready  to  aid 
anx'  effort  tending  toxvard  its  ultimate  welfare. 

ROBERT  W.  AIURCIIISON,  a cattleman 
of  San  Angelo,  bom  in  f^afax’ette  county,  Mis- 
sis,sippi,  February  7.  1841,  is  a son  of  Alurdock 
and  Sarah  (Ross)  Alurcliisoii.  The  father  came 
xvith  his  f.imily  to  Texas  in  1846,  settling  first 
in  Rusk  county,  whence  in  1849  he  removed  to 
(luadaloupe  county,  where  he  spent  his  remain- 
ing days.  Throughout  his  business  career  he 
folloxvcd  the  occupation  of  farming.  His  xxife, 
a natix^e  of  Tennessee,  also  jias.sed  axx'ay  in  Guad- 
aloupe  county. 

Robert  W.  Aliirchison  xvas  reared  to  farm  life 
in  that  locality  and  in  1861  xxent  to  Fort  Worth, 
xvhere  at  the  age  of  twenty  years  he  responded 
to  the  call  of  the  south  and  enlisted  in  Company 
A of  R.  N.  Gano’s  squadron  of  cavalry'  for  serv- 
ice in  the  Confederate  Army.  Not  long  after- 
ward Colonel  Gaito  took  his  txvo  companies,  A 
and  B.  to  his  old  home  in  Kentucky  and  joined 
the  Third  Kentucky  Cavalry  xvhich  became  a 
]>art  of  John  H.  Morgan's  Brigade,  these  txx'o 
companies  being  the  only  Te.xans  in  that  famous 
organization.  Mr.  Alnrchison  participated  in 
Alorgau’s  raid  through  (Jhio.  crossing  the  Ohio 
river  at  Brandenbnrg  into  Indiana,  thus  march- 
ing through  the  Bnekexe  slate.  Alorgan  had  be- 
ixveeii  txxentx-  and  txventy-five  hundred  men  under 
his  command  in  that  raid.  They  made  a rapid 
da.sh  through  Ohio,  reaching  the  eastern  part  of 
the  state  and  there  the  forces  scattereil  prejiara- 
tort'  to  rc-cros.sing  the  rix'cr.  Air.  Aliirchi.son 
xvas  xxith  a squad  of  three  or  four  hundred  men 
hiding  in  the  brush  from  the  pursuing  enemy 
anil  thus  xvaiting  for  darkne.ss  so  they  could  cross 
the  river  but  they  xvere  led  into  a trap  xvhich 
had  heen  laid  for  them  and  xvere  cni>tnred.  He 
xvas  first  taken  to  Camp  Chase,  at  Columbus, 
and  afterxvard  to  Camp  Douglas,  Chicago,  xxhere 
lie  xxa.s  held  until  March,  1865.  He  xvas  then 
iransiorred  to  Richmond,  A'irginia,  xvhere  he  xvas 
exchanged  and  released  at  the  clo.se  of  the  xvar. 
General  Alorgan,  who  xvas  captured  soon  after 
Air.  Alurchison,  xvas  taken  to  the  penitentiary 
at  Colinnhus  but  tunneled  out  and  made  his  es- 
cape to  Chicago,  got  command  of  another  bodx’ 
of  troops  and  xvhile  on  actix'c  dntx  xx’as  killed  at 
Greenville.  Tennes.see. 

AA'hen  the  xvar  xvas  over  Air.  Alurchison  re- 
turned to  Guadalonjxc  county,  xvhere  he  engaged 
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in  fanning  for  four  or  fi\e  years  and  later  de- 
voted consideralile  attenticni  to  src>ck-raisiiig,.  He 
resided  in  that  locality  until  1876,  when  he  went 
to  Concho  county,  taking  with  hiin  a small  bunch 
of  cattle  and  located  on  the  Concho  river.  In 
1880  he  removed  his  headquarters  to  Tom  Green 
county,  and  in  188S  moved  to  Schleicher  county, 
and  in  that  locality  has  since  operated  as  one  of 
the  most  prominent  cattlemen  of  western  Te.xas. 
His  ranch  in  Schleicher  county  consists  oT four- 
teen sections,  which  with  the  four  sections  be- 
longing to  hk  son,  J.  F.  Murchison,  comprise 
a most  extensive  ranch  of  eighteen  sections  in 
one  unbroken  Ixxly.  The  son  acts  as  manager 
of  the  ranch,  while  I\Ir.  Murchison  has  main- 
tained his  home  in  San  Angelo  since  T902.  He 
belongs  to  the  Te.xas  Cattle-Raisers’  Association. 

Mrs.  Itlurchison  bore  the  maiden  naniq  of 
Rachel  Young,  and  was  horn  and  reared  in  this 
state.  Seven  children  have  Iteen  born  of  this 
marriage,  four  living:  J.  F.  Murchison,  ]\Irs. 

Agnes  Silliman,  Mrs.  Maggie  Silliman  and  Mrs. 
Bertie  Bailey,  and  the  decea,sed  children  are  Sal- 
lie.  who  married  W.  B.  Silliman,  .Mamie  and 
Joe. 

Mr.  IMurchi.son  has  had  the  usual  interesting 
and  exciting  western  experiences  of  the  fron- 
tiersman, who  locating  on  the  broad  prairies  of 
Texas  found  that  he  must  not  onb,-  meet  the  hard- 
ships and  privations  of  frontier  life  but  that  he 
was  ahva>3  menaced  by  Indian  outbreaks.  His 
western  experience  if  wu-itten  in  detail  would 
fumi,sh  a most  thrilling  chapter  in  this  history. 
He  has,  however,  lived  to  see  great  changes 
and  a wonderful  transformation  as  the  country 
has  become  quickly  settled  with  a congenial  and 
prosperous  people,  the  ranches  being  stocked  with 
high  grades  of  cattle,  horses  and''  sheep,  while 
substantial  residences  indicate  the  prosperity  and 
progressive  spirit  of  the  fanners  and  stockmen. 
Mr.  Murchison  has  tlone  his  full  share  in  reclaim- 
ing the  district  for  the  purposes  of  ciedlization 
and  in  the  capable  control  of  his  businc.ss  affairs 
has  met  with  excellent  success. 

HOG.\N  \OUXG.  The  cattle  interests  of 
Montague  county  are  worthily  represented  in 
the  person  of  Hogan  Young,  the  subject  of  this 
review,  in  w hose  qualities  as  a citizen  aiul  a man 
his  municipality  take.s  a pardonable  pride.  For 
years  his  efforts  have  aided  much  totvard  the 
promotion  of  the  stock  output  of  the  county  and 
toward  the  encouragement  of  the  grazing  indus- 
try itself.  Having  large  pasture  interests,  and 
being  an  extensive  grower,  dealer  and  shipper 
himself,  he  has  been  and  is  a factor  worthy  to  be 


con.sidered  in  a reftrence  to  the  cotvincn  of  this 
coiinty. 

For  the  past  thiri\  years  Mr.  Young  has  btxtn 
actively  identified  witli  this  locality,  for  his  fa- 
ther's extensive  cow  intere.sts  were  transferred 
hither  from  Collin  conntv  about  that  time,  and 
ujjoti  his  s.tns  devcilved  much  of  the  active  work 
in  the  saddle  in  caring  for  his  herds.  Samuel 
Voung,  the  father,  therefore  was  the  family 
founder  in  this  brandi  of  our  western  industry 
attd  its  effect  was  to  make  the  [sre.sent  generation 
acquainted  with  two  of  the  .siscce.s.sful  ct>wirun 
of  Montague  county. 

Jilarch  6.  1862,  Hogan  Young  was  born  in 
C.'ollin  Cfitinty,  Texas.  His  father  acquired  a 
Texas  liead-right  whidi  he  located  near  McKiu- 
ue_v,  and  oiut-half  of  which  he  gave  to  the  man 
who  hauled  himself  and  little  f.aniil_v  hither  from 
some  point  in  Illinois,  When  the  H.  &.  T.  C 
Railroad  wa.s  built  through  C'tlliri  coimty,  the 
station  of  Allen  was  located  near  his  farm  and 
it  was  at  that  place  that  he  passed  away  in  1892. 
Samuel  Young  was  in  a busine.ss  w av  a remarka- 
ble. man.  His  environment  in  \oiUh  precluded 
the  acquirement  of  an  education  anti  it  wa.s  under 
such  embarrassing  circumstances  that  he  pas.sed 
through  life.  He  pos.sessed  much  energy,  won- 
derful ambition  and  exceptional  ! usincs.s  fore- 
sight and  judgment,  and  he  lived  an  active  ;iiul 
busy  life  accumulating  a splentlid  estate  and  go- 
ing down  to  his  grave  as  one  i)f  the  foremost 
men  of  Collin  county,  yet  witliout  knowing  how 
to  write  his  name.  His  mental  calculations  were 
swift  and  accurate  and  he  seemed  to  arrive  at 
conchisions  with  less  effort  than  the  man  with  a 
|>encil  and  by  a rniicb  shorter  pr<)ccss.  im- 
agine the  hardships  that  one  in  his  condition  mu.st 
have  endtired  to  come  to  Texas  as  early  as  he 
did  witli  scarcely  more  than  a phx'sical  organiza- 
tion to  depend  on  for  his  and  his  family’s  support. 
He  had  plenty  of  labor  to  sell  but  there  was  lit- 
tle demand  for  it  and  when  he  did  get  a job  of 
rail-making,  ten  cents  a hundred  was  the  ]>re- 
vailing  price.  There  was  nothing  to  be  done  bnr 
to  get  into  the  stock  business  and  this  he  did  as 
rapidly  as  the  situation  would  ptermil.  The  wife 
that  he  brought  with  him  to  Texas,  and  the  cltil- 
dren  she  bore  him  all  died  early  and  hi.s  second 
wife,  nee  Charity' Stow e,  w ho  still  survives,  is 
the  mother  of  liis  living  cltildreii. 

Samuel  Young  was  iH'-ni  in  the  state  of  \'ir- 
ginia  about  1814  and  at  .seventeen  years  of  age 
left  home  for  the  west  and  never  aflerw  ard  knew 
any  thing  definite  regarding  his  pesjple.  He  tvent 
into  Illinois,  where  be  married,  and  from  whence 
be  cast  bis  lot  with  the  settlers  of  the  Imne  Star 
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state.  In  the  day.s  prii.ir  to  railroads  in  Texas, 
he  drcAe  his  cattle  to  Shrcvcj)on  and  oilier  cast 
'rcx.'i>  ]ioiin>  lo  tuarket,  hut  the  coming  of  the 
mad>  "arc  hi.s  business  an  added  imoetu.s  and 
the  iiiiiiH-nsity  of  its  proj>ortions  was  acquired 
some  Iwiiit}  \cars  after  the  war.  He  inanifestt-d 
iillle  inicresl  in  public  niatlers  Init  was  attracted 
lo  ( !dd  Telk'W  ship  and  held  a inembcrship  in  ihe 
.'lisdonarv  church.  His  children  wore:  James: 

' icor^c : -\ancy  1\I.:  john  : Samuel:  Ilogan.  our 
'ubjeet;  laiuisa  ; Lucy;  and  Florence. 

.V  ptior  education  fell  to  the  lot  of  Hosran 
^'oune:  as  the  opj.iortunity  seemed  to  be  lacking' 
to  enroll  as  a ])U]>il  in  the  country  school.  He 
became  an  invaluable  aid  tci  bis  father  on  the  cow 
range  in  early  youth  and  was  associated  with 
him  until  married.  While  he  was  a resident 
' d lUontague  countv  almost  from  the  time  of  his 
marriage  he  did  not  liecorne  a citizen  until  his 
removal  hither  in  1889.  He  built  the  hest  resi- 
dence in  Stonebiirg  where  be  maintained  his 
family  and  from  which  point  he  carries  on  his 
business  and  oversees  his  large  ranch.  He  owns 
fourteen  Inmdretl  acres  on  which  he  handles  from 
"lie  hundred  ami  sevenly-tive  to  two  hundred 
he.ad  of  cattle  annually  and  until  a few  years  back 
he  was  in  partnership  with  his  hrother  Samuel 
of  ISiiwie.  In  the  busines.s  of  dealing  and  ship- 
ping he  is  a member  i>f  the  firm  of  "NYning  and 
(.  handler  and  hi.s  face  i.<  a familiar  one  on  market 
at  IV, rt  Wi  fth. 

lime  28,  i88_p  f\fr.  Voting  married,  in  Collin 
county  . Miss  Mice  Harrell,  a daughter  of  John 
and  Melissa  (Holies)  Ilerrell.  Mrs,  Young  was 
born  near  Howling  Green.  \*irginia,  June  12, 
i8fi3,  and  is  the  mother  of;  Maggie;  Carl,  who 
marrieil  Clara  \yres.  resides  on  hia  father’s 
ranch;  TTovey  nml  Xettic  complete  the  family. 

Mr.  'I'oiing  is  a man  ;il).sorhe<l  only  in  his  pri- 
vate affairs.  His  training  led  him  to  follow  a 
business  in  which  there  has  always  heen  work 
hui  not  always  [irofit,  yet  in  the  main  and  on  th.e 
whole,  fortune  lias  siniK.il  on  him  and  his.  He 
jM'.s^e'Sses  the  cinifidence  of  his  fellowmen  and 
I>ractices  the  teachings  of  .Him  who  coiniiiands 
:dl  men  to  "bear  ye  with  one  air  ither.'' 

Jl'dlX  I..  CEARI-F.Y.  The  position  of 
'In  ritf  of  Wise  county,  which  John  I,.  Ccarlev 
of  lliis  review  holds,  represmts  the  climax  of 
achiei'cment  in  a life  ob.scured  bv  the  lack  of 
'q'>]'K'rtunity  and  filled  with  the  hard  and  slav- 
.di  demands  of  toil,  ft  represents  the  accom- 
jilislmieiit  .',f  icsults  in  the  face  of  appareiitlv 
insurnioui'stable  difficulties  and  deinonstrate.s 
the  -altiimue  possiliilitie.s  of  a man  of  purpose 
liernu'icd  in  l>y  the  ch.ains  of  poverty  and  intel- 


lectual darkne.ss.  It  represents  the  grand 
finale  in  a continuous  and  moniitorious  perform- 
ance of  a quarter  of  a century’  on  the  stage  of 
life  in  which  the  chief  actor  ha.s  been  roust- 
about, property  man  and  curtain-raiser  all  in 
one. 

But  while  Mr.  Cearley  was  cliriihiiig  this 
apfiarenth  movable  stairway  to  the  realms  of 
the  upper-world  of  affairs  he  profited  by  the 
mental  and  phy.sical  briii.se.s  he  experienced  as 
the  child  jirotits  by  its  first  ineiita!  awakenings, 
and  when  he  arrii'ed  at  the  threshold  of  the 
door  ojicning  to  the  goal  of  his  life  ambition  he 
wa.s  prepared  to  assume  his  new  responsibil- 
ity with  credit  to  himself  and  with  satisfaction 
lo  hi.s  admiring  friends. 

.\s  lias  been  intimated  the  life  of  our  subject 
has  been  one  of  intense  industry  and  that  of 
the  rural  sc>rt.  The  farm  was  his  birthplace, 
playground  and  almost  described  the  limits  of 
his  school,  for  he  did  pass  three  months  dur- 
ing hi.s  hoy  hood  within  the  walls  of  a country 
.school.  He  accompanied  his  father'.s  famih' 
into  Denton  coiiiiiy  in  iStiSi,  and  into  Wi.se 
eoiinty  in  ISA),  and  on  a wooded  farm  on  West 
Fork  the  years  of  hi.s  minority  were  completed. 
He  was  born  in  Carroll  county.  Tennessee.  Xo- 
veml>er  16.  i8t«.  and  was  reared  under  the  in- 
Hiienee.s  of  a t hri.stian  home.  Hi.s  father  was  a 
Missionary  flapcist  mini.stcr.  the  Kcv.  John  \\  . 
Cearley,  well  know  n over  tlie  counties  of  Denton, 
Clay  , (.‘coke.  Wise  and  Jack  as  a jiowerfiil  and 
sticcessful  agent  ami  amba.ssador  of  the  Lord 
who  was  often  moderator  of  the  Baptist  As- 
sociations over  these  counties  and  in  other 
way.s  intimately  connected  witli  the  work  of 
the  church. 

Rev.  Cearley"  w’a.s  a native  of  Virginia  in  1S19, 
a son  of  I, tike  Cearley,  who  .settled  in  Dyer 
county,  Tennessee,  when  his  son  W'as  a youth 
and  was  tjicrc  a fanner  and  stockman  in  mod- 
erate circumstances.  The  latter  died  in  Dyer 
county,  Tennessee,  in  1871,  at  sexenty-six 
years  of  age.  He  was  twice  married  and  l.n 
his  fir.st  wife  had  two  sons  and  a daughter,  of 
whom  the  Re\-.  Cearley  alone  reared  a family. 
By  hi.s  secoml  marriage  a number  of  children 
were  bcum  and  li\'cd  in  their  nati\-e  slate.  Rew 
Ccarlev  married,  in  'Missi.ssi|)pi,  Miily,  a daughter 
of  Rev.  Ylr.  Booth,  a Baptist  preacher  whose  son, 
the  Rev.  Howard  Booth,  was  a prominent  di- 
vine throughout  portion.s  of  Mi.s.-issippi.  ^'Irs. 
(,'oarlcy'  died  in  Tennessee,  in  ISGO,  having  been 
the  mother  of:  Pliilip,  who  tiled  in  Rock  Isl- 
and. Illinois,  a pri.suncr  of  war:  Abijah,  who 
died  in  18G4:  J.  I'rank.  who  died  in  18.99;  and 
Mary,  wife  ni  T.saac  iMcCormiek.  who  passed 
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away  in  1874,  and  John  L.,  the  subject  of  this 
review.  Rev.  Cearley  chose  for  his  second -wife 
Lucj"  Taylor,  w'ho  bore  him:  James,  who  died 
unmarried;  Samuel,  who  died  in  1870;  Fannie, 
wife  of  J.  L.  Laboon,  of  Chickasha,  Indian  Ter- 
rilorj' ; Cora,  of  Bridg^eport,  Texas,  wife  of  P. 
A.  Largent,  and  Roswell,  wlio  died  unmarried. 
Again,  and  for  the  third  time.  Rev.  Cearley 
took  him  a wife,  his  last  one  being  Jane  Gen- 
try, who  bore  him  no  family.  The  venerable 
father  of  this  family  died  February  7.  1001. 
aged  eighty-two,  full  of  years  and  having  lived 
a busy  and  most  useful  life.  He  was  educated 
very  little  beyond  w'hat  experience  taught  him, 
was  an  able  bible  scholar,  an  entertaining  and 
fluent  talker  and  a man  of  eloquence  in  the  pul- 
pit or  other  places  of  public  address. 

John  L.  Cearley  lived  on  the  farm  until ’he 
assumed  the  sheriff’s  office  in  1902  and  with 
its  monotonous  affairs  he  contented  himself 
while  clearing  up  and  bringing  under  tillable 
subjection  a heavily  timbered  farm.  On  the 
West  Fork  between  Bridgeport  and  Chico  lies 
the  homestead  where  he  and  a brother  ex- 
pended the  power  and  strength  of  their  youth 
while  converting  forest  into  farm.  He  w’as 
elected  constable  of  Precinct  No.  7 in  1886,  and 
filled  the  office  efficiently  for  ten  years,  all  the 
while  carrying  on  the  work  of  his  fann.  In 
1898  he  w'as  defeated  for  sheriff  by  a small 
vote  and  he  bided  his  time  four  years  and 
was  easih'  nominated  and  elected  in  1902.  He 
was  re-elected  in  i(X>4  and  his  administration 
has  been  one  of  the  most  competent  and  effi- 
cient in  the  history  of  Wise  county. 

December  2,  1888,  Mr.  Cearley  married,  at 
Chico,  Texas,  Effie,  a daughter  of  Robert  W. 
Dickinson,  formerly  from  Obion  county,  Ten- 
nessee. Mrs.  Cearley  was  born  in  Tennessee 
in  1870  and  she  and  Mr.  Cearley  are  the  parents 
of : Maggie  F.,  Ora  T.,  and  Haliie  Geneva. 

Mr.  Cearley  is  a IMason  and  a Knight  of  Pythias 
and  a member,  with  his  family,  of  the  Mission- 
ary Baptist  church. 

CAPTAIN  PETER  B.  KEYSER.  For 
many  years  identified  with  the  thoroughbred  cat- 
tle industry'  of  Jack  county.  Captain  Keyser  has 
accomplished  a work  which  ha.s  resulted  in  the 
material  advancement  and  jxxsitive  improvement 
of  bovine  conditions  ■within  the  range  of  his  in- 
fluence. The  introduction  of  fine  blood  into  the 
county  marks  an  ejxKh  of  improved  conditions 
all  around — ^better  results  in  raising  and  better 
prices  for  handling — for  those  who  properly  fore- 
casted the  future,  and  in  this  movement  of  cow 
regeneration  the  Durham  blood,  of  which  Cap- 


tain Keyser's  herd  is  made  up,  has  maintained 
its  ascendancy  as  a massive,  vigorous  and  showy 
animal,  the  pride  of  the  butchers’  heart.  That 
man  who  has  been  instrumental  in  removing 
from,  the  gra.ss-covcred  plains  of  Texas  the  na- 
tive cow,  with  its  un])romising  future,  and  sub- 
stituting in  its  stead  a new  blood  with  great  pos- 
sibilities and  promi.se,  can  rightly  be  numbered 
among  our  benefactors  and  has  won  a place  in  the 
annals  <;>f  time. 

■ The  Keyser  stock  farm  was  established  in 
1S83,  when  the  Captain  brought  to  Jack  county 
a carload  of  Short  Horns  and  a Denmark  stallion 
and  proceeded  to  the  breeding,  raising  and  sale 
of  both  fine  cattle  and  fast  horses.  His  efforts 
in  this  direction  were  eft'ectivc  from  the  begin- 
ning and  for  years  his  ranch  has  been  the  pride 
of  the  community'  of  Bryson  and  a point  of  inter- 
est for  all  Jack  county.  His  estate  comprises 
two  sections  of  land  near  the  "village  of  Bryson 
and  from  its  tree  and  grass-coated  surface  some 
of  the  liest  animals  ever  registered  have  gone  to 
all  the  cardinal  points  on  their  stock-improving 
mission. 

Captain  Keynser  w,as  bred  and  bom  in  the 
healthful  ozone  of  the  Old  Dominion  state,  and 
under  its  patriotic  and  martial  influence  he  dranK 
in  the  influences  which  shaped  his  future  life. 
To  be  born  in  \ irginia,  the  mother  of  presidents, 
has  ahvay'S  been  considered  a distinction  in  itself 
but  to  have  descended  from  those  who  upheld  the 
banner  of  indejtendcncc  from  that  colony'  during 
the  rcvcilution  is  an  honor  not  common  to  the 
generations  of  the  [)resent  day  and  our  subject 
is  most  fortunate  in  its  possession.  That  the 
name  “Keyser”  is  of  Gemian  origin  is  nowhere 
di.sputed,  and  it  is  asserted  that  the  ancestor  who 
founded  this  Irranch  of  the  family  in  Virginia 
was  a young  man  from  the  Fatherland,  now  re- 
ferred to  as  the  great-grandfather  of  the  sub- 
ject of  this  review.  (Jut  of  this  family'  of  farm- 
ers went  patriots  to  drag  down  the  banner  of 
King  George  and  to  establish  in  its  place  the  stars 
and  stripes,  the  emblem  of  a new  and  independ- 
ent nation.  His  son  Andrew,  the  grandsire  of 
our  subject,  was  born  in  175 — , served  his  coun- 
try' in  the  annies  of  Washington  as  an  officer, 
and  died  about  the  date  of  our  subject’s  birth. 
His  son  . Vndrew  was  born  in  1804  and  passed  his 
life  in  the  state  which  gave  him  birth.  He  was 
surrounded  with  farm  influences  as  he  grew  up 
and  above  all  else  he  loved  his  native  common- 
wealth. When  it  left  the  Union  in  1861,  although 
old  in  years,  his  influence  went  with  it  and  he 
served  in  the  commissary  tlepartmcnt  of  the 
Confederate  amiv.  For  his  first  wife  he  married 
]\Iary.  a daughter  of  John  Brubaker,  who  died 
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in  1834,  lia\ing  !)t'en  ilie  moilifir  of  llie  followins; 
chil'lre.n ; I'urnly  A.,  who  died  in  X’irginia  as  the 
wife  Ox  iMajor  Huddle;  John  W.,  of  Henry 
coniUy.  IMissouri;  and  Thomies  J.,  who  i'  with 
our  snhjeci,  both  fought  in  the  Southern  army; 
Betl} , \Hio  inarried  Thomas  Bnunl>ack  and  died 
in  \ irginia ; Jo.seph,  who  died  in  Henr}'  county, 
Missouri,  was  a t.'oiifedcrate  soldier;  and  Captain 
Peter  11.  Julia  Tliomp'son  became  the  secotid 
wife  of  .\iidrew  Keyser  and  her  children  were: 
Sarah  J.,  trife  of  Josepl)  Xallc.  of  Austin.  Texas; 
Euphcinia,  who  married  Captain  Richardson,  of 
Eiiinia.  widow  of  Miucir  Thomjrson,  of 
Effincrham,  Illinois ; and  llcnrx  11.,  of  .Srej)hen- 
ville,  Texas.  Andrew  Key.ser  stas  a man  of 
worth  and  influence  in  Page  county.  \ irginia, 
where  coniniou  courtesy  gave  him  the  title  of 
“Colonel. " He  was  a Democrat  and  repre.senied 
his  con.?titucnts  in  the  \ irginia  legislature  before 
the  war.  He  was  sueces.xful  in  husiucss,  belonged 
to  I he  slave-hokling  class  and  passed  to  final 
rc.st  in  1876. 

October  24.  1834.  Peter  B.  Key.ser  was  horn, 
and  in  Page,  hi.s  native  county,  he  grew  up.  Until 
1852,  he  was  attached  t‘>  hi.s  father’s  farm,  but 
that  year  he  took  the  .steamship  “Star  of  the 
We.st,'’  at  New  'Cork,  and  disembarked  at  Xica- 
ragu.i,  tilure  he  crossed  the  isthmus  and  com- 
pleted ihe  jouruev  to  .Sail  Francisco  on  the  "Cor- 
tez." In  Tuolumne  county.  California,  lus  en- 
gaged in  mining  and  followed  the  fortunes  of 
a gold  digger  for  sixteen  years.  He  was  one 
of  a party  of  .six  who  turned  iht-  .Stanislau.s  river 
from  its  er>UTse  and  inst  .i.s  tlieir  work  w.a.s  corn- 
fdeted  a tieiod  .swept  awav  the  results  of  two 
year.s'  labor,  returned  lIic  stream  to  its  ol<l  chan- 
nel and  lost  the  Cajitain  and  his  comrades  thou- 
sands of  dollars  in  two  hours’  time.  He  did  all 
kinds  of  mining  and  acquired  interests  in  mair- 
different  jiriiperiies,  vam-  of  which  nltiniatoly 
prc'Vtd  of  much  va.lue.  but  bc'.oni!  the  value  of 
his  experience  and  the  accumulation  of  that 
which  [provided  Itim  with  a good  home  wlieri  he 
finally  remrned  e.a.sl  he  achieved  little  by  his  pro- 
longed stay  on  tlie  Pacific  coast. 

RctnrnTtig  home  in  1808.  Captain  Ke\ser  took 
up  fanning  in  his  native  place,  parcliasiiig 
|>!antation  and  conducting  it  till  1876.  when  he 
turned  liis  face  again  toward  the  west,  this  t,imc 
stopping  in  Coraper  county,  Missouri.  There  he 
ii;ma;!ic-l  rnnil  1S83,  '.vhcri  he  sought  Te.xas  arnl 
cast  his  p.i  witli  the.  ccanity  in  which  he  mnv  re- 
side.s. 

r>nr!!ig  die  war  there  was  much  .symparhv  for 
the  >onthern  states  in  California  and  the  authori- 
ties at  Richmond  enenuraged  the  fonnation  of 
ci.’rnniauds  to  strike  a hlow  for  the  Southern 


cause,  Mr.  Keyser  joined  one  of  these  com- 
panies. was  made  its  Captain  and  had  a few  skir- 
mi.shc.s  with  the  Federal  troops. 

In  the  month  of  January,  1884,  Captain  Key- 
ser married,  in  Clay  county,  Texas,  Miss  Mary 
Cullers,  a daughter  of  John  R.  Cullers,  who 
pioneered  to  Texas  from  Cooper  count)',  IMis- 
soiiri,  hut  was  originall)'  from  Mrgiiiia.  Mrs. 
Kc)’ser  was  born  in  Coojter  county.  Missouri,  in 
18B5,  and  is  the  mother  of  Gussie,  Lee,  Harold 
aiid  Edgar. 

fho.se  who  have  taken  a liand  in  Tack  count)' 
politics  know  Peter  B.  Keyser.  When  there  lias 
been  aii\lhing  ordered  from  hc.adquartcr.s  he  al- 
ways gels  fresh  news  and  when  candidates  begin 
rlieir  prcliminar\  rounds  they  pitch  camj)  iietir 
hi.s  farm.  The  m.an  that  he  is  for  never  fails  to 
gel  before  the  people  riglit  and  .seldom  fails  to 
"land"  at  the  eounting'  of  the  votes.  During  the 
“wire-cuuing’’  times  Captain  Keyser  was  a spe- 
cial object  of  attack  of  tliosc  who  opposed  die 
fencing  in  of  the  public  domain.  He  was  the  fir.st 
to  string  wire  around  any  considerable  pasture 
and  Ids  fence  was  m.'t  onh  slashed  but  his  .stock 
was  attacked,  his  calves  being  killed  and  their 
carcasses  left  within  plain  view  from  his  house. 
With  rigid  mcasnre.s  by  the  enforcers  of  the  law 
lhe.se  practices  were  broken  nyi  but  not  until  scri- 
(1U.S  losses  had  been  indicled  :md  some  depreda- 
tors had  met  a deserved  fate. 

CH.ARLES  W.  HClBBS,  whose  name  fig- 
ures conspicuously  on  the  commercial  records 
of  San  Angelo,  where  he  is  operating  as  a ivool 
commission  merchant  and  banker,  was  born  in 
M’heeling,  West  Virginia,  his  parents  being 
Edmond  and  Arabella  (Lamb)’)  Hobbs.  The 
father  was  born  in  England,  and  when  twelve 
years  of  age  came  to  the  United  Stales,  making 
his  home  for  some  time  thereafter  at  Wheel- 
ing, \\  est  Virginia.  He  became  a steamboat 
and  .steam  engine  builder  on  the  Ohio  river  at 
that  point  and  was  connected  with  the  con- 
struction of  many  of  the  old  steamboats  run- 
ning bcLwccii  Pittsburg-  ajid  New  Orleans.  He 
died  in  the  year  1902,  and  his  wife,  also  a na- 
tive of  England,  has  likewise  passed  away. 

diaries  \V.  Hobbs  acquired  his  education  in 
^Vheeling.  aiu.l  came  to  Te.xas  when  only  seven- 
teen years  of  age.  arriving  in  this  state  in  1882. 
lie  turned  his  attention  to  the  sheep  industry 
in  Tom  Green  county,  where  he  has  since  made 
his  home.  The  territor)'  adjacent  to  San  An- 
gelo has  been  for  many  years  a sheep-raising 
district  and  IMr.  Hobbs  was  quite  successful 
in  the  business,  w hich  he  carried  on  extensively 
in  the  range  country  west  of  San  Angelo.  Sev- 
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eral  years  ago  lie  rerired  from  tire  live  stock 
business  aii<l  has  since  been  actively  engaged 
as  a wool  commission  merchant,  especially 
active  in  financial  operations  vcith  men  engaged 
in  the  sheep  industi-y,  and  he  also  makes  loans, 
this  constituting  a large  part  of  his  business. 
He  is  a prominent  representative  .of  financial 
affairs  of  this  locality,  being  the  vice  president 
of  the  San  Angelo  National  Bank.  He  is  also 
the  secretary  and  treasurer  of  the  San  Angelo 
Water  and  Electric  Eight  Comp.iny,  which 
furnishes  water  and  electric  light  to  the  city  of 
San  Angelo.  The  waterv.mrks  systomi  vva.s  es- 
tablished in  i88.|  and  has  since  been  gre.atly 
enlarged  and  improved. 

Mr.  Hobbs  was  married  to  Miss  Minnie 
Sanderson,  a daughter  of  the  late  B.  R.  Sander- 
son, one  of  the  old-time  settlers  of  Tom  Green 
county,  who  came  here  from  W isconsin  in  the 
early  days.  They  have  two  children,  Edmond 
and  Mary.  Mr.  Hobbs’  residence  is  a beautiful 
structure  of  two  stories,  built  in  a modified 
style  of  the  old  mission  of  architecture  which 
is  so  prevalent  in  soiitheni  California.  He  is 
indeed  one  of  the  prominent  residents  of  the 
city  and  has  so  directed  his  business  affairs 
with  keen  discernment  and  marked  enterprise 
that  he  seems  to  have  realized  at  any  one  jxfint 
of  his  career  the  possibilities  for  successful  ac- 
complishment at  that  point. 

JOSEPH  WOLF  is  the  owner  of  a valuable 
farm  of  eight  hundred  acres,  of  which  he  has 
broken  five  hundred  and  sixty  acres,  placing  it 
under  a high  state  of  cultivation.  In  the  midst 
of  his  farm  stands  a commodions  house  and 
there  are  also  good  barns  and  outbuildings. 
Fie  annually  raises  good  crr.ps,  wheat,  corn 
and  other  cereals,  .and  there  is  fine  stock  upc>n 
his  place.  Mr.  Wolf  is  regarded  as  one  of  the 
enterprising  agriculturists  of  the  cormnnriity, 
practical  in  all  that  he  docs,  his  labors  proving 
resultant  factors  in  bringing  him  credit.ibie  suc- 
cess. 

A native  of  Pike  county,  Illinois,  he  was 
born  on  the  2ist  of  CIctober,  1865,  a son  of  J.  C. 
and  Eliza,  (Eakin)  Wolf.  The  mother  was 
likewise  a native  of  Illinois,  but  the  father  was 
born  in  Saxony,  Germany,  on  the  6th  of  Sep- 
tember, 182S.  ' Flc  came  of  a prominent  old 
Protestant  family  of  that  conn  try.  'lire  pater- 
nal grandfather  was  an  extensive  miller,  own- 
ing and  operating  several  mills  and  vva.s  widely 
known  and  highlj'  respected.  Both  he  and  his 
wife  died  in  Germany. 

Their  son,  John  C.  Wolf,  was  reared  to  the 
milling  business  and  became  a fine  mechanic 


in  that  line.  He  had  two  brothers,  Henry  and 
Charles,  and  other  brothers  and  sisters,  but 
he  is  the  only  one  who  came  to  America.  In 
1855  he  crossed  the  Atlantic,  l.iringing  with 
him  .a  small  amount  of  money.  Flaking  his 
way  into  the  interior  lie  secured  employment 
in  a mill  in  Alton,  Illinois,  where  he  remained 
for  a short  time  and  afterward  spent  brief 
periods  in  different  hocalities.  Eventually  he 
purchased  a mill  in  Pike  county,  Illinois,  that 
was  operated  by  water  power.  This  venture 
did  not  prove  successful,  however,  and  he  lost 
all  that  lie  had  invested.  Fie  then  turned  his 
attention  to  farming,  following  that  pursuit 
throughout  his  remaining  days,  meeting  with  a 
fair  measure  of  prosperity.  Fie  died  November 
ij,  190T,  respected  by  all  who  knew  him.  Fie 
was  reared  in  the  faitli  of  the  Lutheran  church 
and  was  always  one  of  its  devoted  followers. 
Fie  was  himself  honest,  truthful  and  worthy 
of  all  Irnsi  and  he  believed  olhers  to  be  the 
same.  He  was  short  in  stature,  stout  in  build 
with  a strongf  and  ruggeii  constitution  and  of 
sturdy,  thrifty  habits.  He  commanded  the  re- 
siiect  of  all  who  came  in  contact  w ith  him  and 
his  g'cnuine  worth  was  recognized  by  hi.s  many 
friends.  His  wife,  who  was  born  in  Greene 
county,  Illinois,  January  24.  1833,  survived  him 
for  only  a few  months,  passing  away  in  Febru- 
ary, 1002.  Both  died  upon  the  old  homestead 
in  Pike  county.  FTer  father  was  Joseph  Fiakin, 
who  was  a native  of  Virginia,  was  cd  Scotch- 
Irish  descent  and  was  a wheelwright  by  trade. 
After  following  that  pursuit  for  some  years  in 
early  life  he  engaged  in  merchandising  for  a 
short  time,  but  subsequently  built  a mill  at 
Montezuma,  Illinois,  where  he  died.  The  mem- 
bers of  his  Family'  were:  R.  S.  Eakin.  a me- 

chanic, who  has  filled  various  offices  in  his 
home  locality;  Mrs.  Me  Evers,  Mrs.  Eliza  W’olf, 
FL'irtha,  who  became  Mrs,  Thompson,  and  after 
lf)sing  her  first  hu.sbaud  married  John  Starreti. 
Unto  Jolin  C,  and  FIliza  (Eakin)  Wolf  were 
born  seven  children;  Flenry,  a farmer  of  Ne- 
Vsraska,  who  is  also  a partner  of  his  brother 
Joseph  in  the  ownership  of  the  farm  in  Clay 
ccnmty,  Texas;  Joseph  E.,  of  this  review;  Anna, 
the  wife  of  L.  Bauer,  of  Illinois ; Christian  F., 
who  is  living  on  the  old  farm  homestead  in 
i'ikc  county;  Charles  F...  a resident  farmer  of 
Clay  county  , Te.xas ; Ellen,  who  is  single  and 
lives  wltFi  Christian  F.  on  the  old  homestead, 
and  Martha,  who  died  in  chiidhood. 

Joseph  E,  Wolf  W'as  reared  in  Pike  county  , 
Illinois,  early'  becoming  familiar  with  the  duties 
and  Labors  which  fall  to  the  lot  of  the  agricul- 
turist, ami  his  education  was  obtained  in  the 


3^4 


HISTORY  OF  NORTH  AND  WEST  TEXAS. 


common  schools.  He  remained  under  the 
parental  roof  until  twentj'-foiir  years  of  age 
and  in  1890  he  went  to  Nebraska  with  his 
brother,  where  he  rented  and  operated  a farm 
for  four  years.  In  1894  he  came  to  Texas,  go- 
ing first  to  ^Vichita  Falls,  but  soon  afterward 
he  purchased  the  tract  of  land  upon  which  he 
now  resides,  comprising  eight  hundred  acres. 
There  were  no  improvements  of  any  conse- 
quence upon  it,  but  Mr.  Wolf  at  once  began 
Its  development.  He  was  connected  in  his  pur- 
chase with  his  brother,  who  returned  to  Ne- 
braska, where  he  3’’et  resides,  but  Joseph  Wolf 
remained  here  and  at  once  began  breaking  the 
land.  He  has  since  placed  five  hundred  and 
sixty  acres  under  the  plow  and  the  fields  re- 
turn good  crops.  He  has  also  erected  substan- 
tial buildings  upon  the  place  and  he  raises 
good  grades  of  stock,  having  a number  of  Cl}Mc 
horses  and  also  a fine  herd  of  cattle  and  good 
hogs.  He  has  been  quite  successful  in  his 
work  here.  He  inherited  a small  sum  from  his 
father’s  estate,  but  cjtherwise  is  entirely  a self- 
made  man  and  all  that  he  owms  and  enjoj's  has 
been  acquired  through  his  earnest  labor  and 
perseverance. 

On  the  20th  of  April,  1902,  Mr.  Wolf  was 
united  in  marriage  to  !Miss  Eunice  Dobbs,  who 
was  born  in  Clay  countj',  Texas,  Januar}'  13, 
1880,  and  has  been  a devoted  wife  and  help- 
mate to  him.  She  is  a daughter  of  'W.  D.  and 
Rhoda  (Dockary)  Dobbs,  both  of  whom  w'ere 
nalitcs  of  Alabama,  but  their  marriage  was 
celebrated  in  Fannin  countt'^,  Texas.  Her 
grandfather,  David  Dobbs,  w'as  also  a resident 
of  Alabama  and  a Baptist  minister  through 
life.  His  sons,  William  D.,  Jonas  and  Jabez, 
sort  ed  as  soldiens  in  the  Confederate  arm\'. 
William  David  Dobbs  enli.sted  in  the  army 
from  Texas  in  1861  in  the  First  Battalion,  Texas 
Sharpshooters,  Company  B,  ]\Ia.xe3'’s  Brigade, 
and  served  east  of  the  I\Iissis.sippi  river.  I^atcr 
David  Dobbs  removed  to  Arkansas,  where  his 
last  daj'S  tverc  passed.  In  his  farnilj'  were  eight 
children;  William  D.,  Isom,  Jonas,  John  and 
Jabez,  Mrs.  Mart'  I’ayne,  Jennie  and  Kate. 
Both  M’illiam  D.  and  Isom  served  tvith  the 
Confederate  army  in  the  Civil  war.  W.  D. 
I.)obbs  removed  to  Arkansas  tvith  his  father 
.'in<l  later  went  to  Fannin  county.  Texas,  where 
he  was  married.  He  there  follotved  f.arming 
for  a time  and  in  1880  came  to  Clat'  counttv 
Texas.  He  notv  otvns  and  operates  a farm  in 
Oklahoma.  He  is  an  honest,  upright  man  and 
a stanch  advocate  of  the  Populist  party.  He 
married  Miss  Dockerv,  whose  father  was  a 
farmer  of  I'annin  conntj',  but  is  notv  deceased. 


Mrs.  Dobbs  is  a member  of  the  Christian 
church.  Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dobbs  were  born 
ten  children;  William  C.,  Mack  F.,  Claud  L., 
Conley  II.,  S.  J.,  Allen  L.,  Mrs.  Minnie  I\Ic- 
Ninch,  Mrs.  Georgia  Burson,  Mrs.  Eunice  Wolf 
and  Dee  Clay. 

The  home  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wolf  has  been 
blessed  tvith  one  son,  Frank  D.,  born  April  17, 
1903.  In  his  political  views  Mr.  Wolf  is  inde- 
pendent. He  belongs  to  Wichita  Lodge,  I.  O. 
O.  F.,  but  his  chief  attention  is  given  to  his 
farm  and  its  development.  He  is  widely  and 
favorablj'  knotvn  and  his  enterprise  in  business, 
his  reliability  in  all  trade  transactions  and  his 
genuine  personal  worth  have  gained  him  many 
warm  friends. 

EDWARD  C.  WELLESLEY.  For  the  past 
ttvo  3'ears  the  active  management  of  the  ex- 
tensive interests  of  the  Windthorst  Cattle  Com- 
pany devolved  upon  Edward  C.  Wcllcslc39  the 
subject  of  this  brief  notice.  Of  English  na- 
tionality and  .still  a subject  of  the  British  king, 
he  is  in  concord  with  American  methods  as 
the3'  affect  the  important  industry  with  which 
he  is  connected  and  with  the  American  idea 
of  progress  in  our  ever3May  affairs.  He  is  a 
representative  of  one  of  the  oldest  and  purest 
of  honored  English  families,  and  much  of  the 
glor3'  and  the  militar3'  greatness  of  the  Island 
Empire  is  due  to  the  lo3'alt3'  and  genius  of  this 
ancient  house. 

Pembrokeshire,  Wales,  was  the  birthplace  of 
Edward  C.  \Vellesle3'  and  his  natal  day  was 
September  7,  1876.  Richard  Wellesley,  his 
grandfather,  was  a colonel  in  the  British  army 
and  was  killed  in  the  war  of  the  Crimea.  He 
was  a grandson  of  the  IMarquis  Wellesley,  a 
brother  of  the  “Iron  Duke”  of  Wellington,  w'ho 
was  governor  general  of  India  in  the  eighteenth 
centurv’.  The  famil3'  w'as  originalh'  from  Ire- 
land and  is  related  b3'  marriage  to  the  Colle3-s, 
Sir  Richard  and  the  rest. 

For  manv’  years  his  son  and  the  fatlrcr  of  our 
subject,  Counenav  E.  Wellesley,  ivas  connected 
with  important  business  concents  of  the  LTnitcd 
States,  and  onl3’  in  the  past  two  3'cars  has  he 
severed  his  active  connection  therewith  and  re- 
turned to  Old  England  to  enjo3'  a quiet  home 
life.  The  latter  was  born  in  Hampton  Court  pal- 
ace,near  London, some  fifty-eight  years  ago  and 
the  county-  of  Surrey  now  claims  him  as  her 
own.  He  was  educated  in  Wellington  College 
and  at  Heidelburg,  Gennan3',  ami  sought  the 
United  States  first  in  1873,  when  he  located  in 
Colorado  Springs  and  engaged  in  the  real  estate 
business.  Losing  his  wife  soon  after  his  ad- 
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vent  to  this  country  and  being  cast  companion- 
less again  upon  the  world,  he  wandered  briefly 
upon  the  earth  and  visited  South  American 
countries,  bringing  up  again  in  the  United 
States,  where,  in  1883,  he’ helped  organize  and 
became  manager  of  the  Texas  Land  and  Mort- 
gage Company,  chartered  to  transact  business 
in  Dallas,  Texas.  For  twenty  years  his  was 
the  voice  W'hich  controlled  the  destiny  of  this 
important  investment  concern  and  in  1963  he 
severed  his  connection  with  it  only  that  he 
might  return  to  his  family  and  live  a more  quiet 
life. 

Courtenay  E.  Wellesley  first  married  Cather- 
ine Carrow,  a daughter  of  Richard  Carrow,  of 
Johnston  Hall,  Pembrokeshire,  Wales.  His 
wife  represented  a very  ancient  Welch  family, 
dating  back  to  the  sixteenth  century.  She  died 
in  Colorado  Springs  in  1879,  the  mother  of  a 
son,  our  subject,  and  a daughter,  now  in  Eng- 
land. By  his  union  with  Nora  Rowena  Scovell 
Mr.  Wellesley  has  twm  other  children,  Rich- 
ard and  Winnifred  A.,  inmates  of  their  parental 
home. 

At  two  years  of  age  Edward  C.  Wellesley 
was  taken  back  to  England,  orphaned  by  the 
death  of  his  mother.  He  had  been  in  the 
United  States  then  two  years  and  his  English 
playground  w'as  in  Cheshire.  Charter  House 
school  and  the  Colonial  College  provided  his 
mental  training,  the  latter  an  agricultural  and 
mechanical  college.  At  the  age  of  tw'enty 
years  he  finished  his  course  and  the  follow'ing 
autumn  left  England  for  the  United  States  to 
identify  himself  with  the  cattle  industry  of  our 
country.  He  reached  Texas  in  October,  1897, 
and  as  a partner  with  Richard  Carrow  began 
his  career  as  a ranchman  on  the  Texas  plains. 
The  Windthorst  ranch  was  once  a part  of  the 
Ikard  ranch,  was  fenced  by  the  Ikards  and 
contains  now^  fifty-five  thou.sand  acres  of  land, 
lying  on  both  sides  of  the  Clay-Archer  county 
line.  With  this  propert}^  Mr.  Wellesley  was 
associated  for  the  past  seven  years  and  in  I903 
his  selection  as  manager  of  its  large  interests 
marked  the  confidence  which  he  has  inspired. 
Clark  and  Plumb  acquired  the  ownership  of  the 
ranch  following  the  Ikards  and  now  it  is  the 
property  of  Henry  J.  Scott,  K.  C.,  of  Toronto, 
Canada.  Mr.  Wellesley  held  a half  interest  in 
the  cattle  of  the  ranch  and  twenty-five  hundred 
head  of  three  and  four  year  old  steers  consti- 
tute its  stock.  The  ranch  is  one  of  the  best 
fattening  pastures  in  Texas  and  from  one  thou- 
sand to  tw'O  thousand  steers  are  turned  to  mar- 
ket annually  from  its  grassy  sward.  From  June 
to  November  the  ranch  is  a busy  place,  when 
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“roundiiig-up,"  branding  and  shipping  are  car- 
ried on.  Mr.  Wellesley,  however,  recently  sold 
his  interests  at  Windthorst  and  moved  to  San 
Diego.  Duval  county,  Texas. 

In  American  enterprise  and  American  thrift 
the  interest  of  Mr.  Wellesley  never  flags.  In 
his  bachelor  den  he  is  surrounded  by  his  library^, 
his  magazines  and  his  dailies,  and  anyr  import- 
ant thing,  industrial  or  political,  catches  his 
w'arj’^  eye.  He  has  become  almost  a real  west- 
erner and  the  frankness  and  openness  in  deal- 
ing which  characterizes  the  ty'pical  man  of  the 
w'cst  finds  a responsive  chord  in  his  makeup. 

BAYLUS  CLAYTON  ALLGOOD.  Sep- 
tember 6,  1843,  Baylus  C.  Allgood  was  born  in 
Blount  county,  .Vlabama.  De Forest  .\llgood, 

his  father,  was  born  in  Pickens  county,  Soutli 
Carolina,  in  1819,  and  died  in  Blount  county, 
Alabama,  where  he  migrated  soon  after  his 
marriage.  The  latter  was  prominent  in  his  lo- 
cality' in  which  he  passed  his  long  life,  for  he 
was  a Baptist  preacher  and  was  engaged  in 
ministerial  work  for  sixtyr-three  years.  He 
brought  up)  his  children  in  the  country  upon 
his  modest  farm  and  gave  them  such  educa- 
tional advantages  as  w'ere  accessible  to  people 
of  limited  means.  He  w’as  a son  of  an  English- 
man, Barnett  .A.llgood,  w'ho  married  and  died 
in  South  Carolina.  He  owned  slave  labor  and 
worked  it  upon  his  plantation,  and  for  his  wife 
he  chose  a Mi.ss  Dean.  Their  issue  consisted  of 
sons  and  daughters  as  follows:  Bannister,  De- 
Forest,  Alvin,  Jennie,  who  married  Ellis  Mur- 
phy' ; Nancy,  w'ife  of  Jerry  Ellis  ; Fannie  became 
the  wife  of  George  Miller  and  Patsy'  married 
Stephen  Ellis.  Rev.  Allgood  married  Temper- 
ance, a daughter  of  Stephen  Clay'ton,  of 
Pickens  county'.  South  Carolina.  Death  car- 
ried away  this  wife  in  1843,  time  he  mar- 

ried Arena  Tidwell.  The  issue  of  his  first  mar- 
riage was;  IMiles,  who  died  in  the  Confederate 
army,  leaving  a family  in  .Alabama  ; Rev.  S.  C., 
of  Blount  county,  Alabama,  and  now  county 
treasurer ; Jilvira,  who  died  as  IMrs.  Cassandra 
Moody';  Barnett,  a p)hysician  of  Chepultepec, 
Alabama,  and  Baylus  C.,  of  this  review.  By' 
his  second  w'ife  Rev.  Allgood’s  children  were : 
Francis,  deceased;  Jane,  wife  of  James  Burn- 
ham, of  Blount  county : John  B.,  of  Abilene, 
Texas,  and  Rufus  A.,  of  Birmingham.  .Alabama. 

The  farm,  as  above  indicated,  felt  the  impress 
of  Baylus  C.  .Allgood’s  infantile  hand  and  his 
father’s  home  w'as  his  until  his  entry  into  the 
service  of  the  Confederacy'  in  1861.  He  joined 
Company  K.  Nineteenth  .Alabama,  and  V^e- 
longed  to  Wheeler’s  Infantry',  .Army  of  the 
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1 tunc'-ee.  in  ihe  !%ht  at  Shiloh  lu-  wn.s  stTious- 
U'  wnoidt'd  in  ilif  iliigfh  and  after  his  recovery 
lu>  vva'^  o Dunik  'i  in  the  left  leg;  in  the  eng'age- 
inent  at  C Inckanianga,  retiring  him  again  from 
the  rank  - for  soiiiC  time.  He  was  with  his  conv 
i.  however,  when  the  war  ended  and  was 
ai  jadcson,  iMississippi,  when  the  breakup 
hnnUy  came.  Tlie  first  thing  to  claim  Kir.  All- 
gC'od  after  the  war  was  a ten  months’  term  in 
school,  after  which  he  taught  two  years  himself. 
He  then  took  up  farmijig.  begiiming  modestly, 
as  was  necessary  by  the  character  of  his  layout 
and  the  exigencies  of  the  situation,  and  he 
continued  this  vocation  in  his  native  heath  until 
iS<  g when  lie  gathered  together  his  few  effects 
and  iinmigrated  to  Texas. 

Coming  to  the  Lone  St.ar  state  he  slopped  in 
Bosque  county  and  j!as,sed  eight  years  near  the 
Hamilton  and  Bosque  line.  He  took  a pre- 
emption then  in  the  former  county  and  was 
occu])ied  with  its  improvement  and  cultivation, 
when  he  exchanged  it  for  a Wise  county  tract,, 
the  nncleii.s  of  his  present  extensive  agricul- 
tural estate.  Stock-raising  and  farming  have 
jirovcn  profitable  to  him  and  from  time  to  time 
his  domain  has  suffered  expansion,  other  lands, 
being  accpiired  by  purchase  and  added  until  a 
Lhons.and  acres,  with  nearly  three  hundred  un- 
der plow,  tell  the  story  briefly  of  the  effects  of 
his  Texas  toil.  Horse  and  mule  raising  has 
abided  its  material  portion  to  his  gradually^  in- 
creasing wealth  and  an  ever-wise  nianagcracnt 
of  finances  has  placed  him  upon  an  independent 
plane  today. 

July  31,  1866,  Kir.  Allgood  married  Mrs, 
Sarah  Tidwell,  a daughter  of  A illiam  Klont- 
gomery,  iff  Blount  county,  Alabama.  .\lr.  Klont- 
goincr)  was  bc'rn  in  the  state  of  .South  Carolina, 
and  married  Miss  Eli7abctli  Crawford,  born 
in  '['cnncsscc,  who  bore  him  ten  children.  Kirs. 
Allgood  evas  born  in  Alabama  in  1837,  and  mar- 
ried, first,  Yaggil  I'id'.vell.  Her  .and  Mr.  All- 
gooij’s  children  are:  Elizalieth,  wife  of  F.  Eir- 
ring,  of  Hale  county,  Texas;  James  DeForest, 
of  I'ort  \\’orth : Miles  P.  and  Baylus  C.,  of 
Wise  county,  and  Sarah  J.,  wife  of  Newton 
j<;ilnn,t^.n.  of  Whitt,  Texas,  the  itvo  last  named 
being  twins. 

In  his  relation  to  tiic  county  as  a citizen  Mr. 
.Allgood  has  won  and  luaintainecl  a business 
.-landing  of  the  first  order  and  he  has  not  been 
williout  interest  in  its  political  affairs.  W ith- 
out a-.-uiTiption  of  personal  importance  or  with- 
out ess.aying  leadership  Democrats  know  him 
as  a man  vvlio  does  his  own  thinking  and  one 
wIki  seldc.m  thinks  wrong,  and  his  aid  of  a 
can.Jidate  aspiring  to  office  gives  him  an  ad- 


mitted prestige  in  the  race.  \\  hile  he  was 
brouglu  up  in  the  f,aith  and  taught  iliat  baptism 
is  essential  in  the  life  of  properly  trained  fami- 
lies. he  does  not  feel  that  ardency  for  the  cause 
which  his  worthy  ancestor  did,  and  claim.s  no 
allegiance  to  the  church. 

M()RRI,S  HENRY  .M1L..I..S,  of  F'cjrt  Worth, 
was  born  at  Klount  KIorri^,  New  Yt>rk.  a son 
of  G'llone!  Win.  and  .Mice  (Brooks)  Klills. 
His  .grandfather.  General  W'illiant  A.  lUills,  was 
a soldier  in  the  war  of  1812,  and  after  its 
clo.se  became  a prominent  official  in  the  New 
York  .slate  militia.  'With  t.lcneral  W’adsworth 
he  was  one  of  the  early'  [lioueers  of  the  Geneseo 
country  of  w cstcrn  New  York,  where  they  tofik 
up  large  tract.s  of  land  and  became  very 
wealthy.  Colonel  William  \.  Mills  was  a promi- 
ner.t  business  man  and  farmer  of  Livingston 
county'. 

Klorris  II.  Klills  received  his  education  in 
the  public  schoeds,  while  for  many'  y'ears  there- 
after he  was  connected  with  railroad  tvork. 
starting-  originally-  as  a ines.senger  boy  in  the 
telegraph  office  at  Clinton,  Iowa,  .'\fter  three 
months’  service  as  messenger  he  became  an 
operator  fc>r  tire  Chicago  & Northwestern  Rail- 
road at  Khiquoketa,  Iowa,  while  later  he  be- 
came connected  with  llie  Union  Pacific  as  train 
dispatcher  at  Laramie  and  also  as  dispatcher 
and  chief  clerk  in  the  office  of  the  general  suj.)er- 
intendent.  Leaving  the  Lhiion  Pacific.  Kir. 
Klills  became  an  employe  of  the  Northern 
Pacific,  for  about  ten  years  filling  the  positions 
of  dispatcher,  chief  dispatcher  and  superinten- 
dent, and  on  the  expiratiem  of  that  period  con- 
nected himself  with  the  Fort  Wortli  & Denver 
Railroad  Company  at  Fort  Worth,  filling  the 
positions  successively  a.-  chief  clerk,  purchas- 
ing agent  and  trainmas'ecr.  After  seven  years 
spent  ill  this  wor'ic  Kir,  Klills  left  the  railroad 
to  embark  in  the  lumber  business  in  Texa.s, 
and  was  [irominent  in  tiie  organization  and 
dcvclopmcnl  of  the  National  I. umber  Com- 
pany. one  of  the  most  prominent  concerns  of 
its  kind  in  the  state.  He  was  vice  president 
and  secretary  and  later  became  president  of  the 
company.  This  company  erected  e.xtensive 
works  at  Texarkana  for  chemicalli'  treating 
lumber,  princi])ally  railroad  tie.s.  They  also 
did  an  e.xtonsive  business,  comlucting  a gen- 
eral wliole.sale  lumber  trade,  with  railroads  and 
y-ards  in  Texas  and  Oklahoma.  Kir.  Klills  sub- 
sequently reiircd  frtnu  the  lumber  lmsines>  to 
enga.ge  in  other  interests,  and  in  1004  erected 
;i  beautiful  residence  near  Fort  \\  orih.  on  the 
IriTs-nirban  railroad,  lie  is  now  .general  man- 
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agcr  of  the  l*'ort  W orth  Iron  & Steel  Manu- 
facturiiig"  company,  in  which  he  is  ri  sv>ck- 
liolder.  He  ^vas  married  in  Laramie,  Wyoming, 
to  iMiss  Alice  i’» rockway,  in  1819,  and  they  have 
one  son,  Fred  Mills. 

JESSE  HOUSTON  CARPENTER.  Among 
those  of  W ise  counter’s  rural  citizens  who  are 
successful  tillers  of  the  soil  and  one  whose  per- 
sonal w'orth  is  everywhere  admitted  tmd 
acknowledged  is  Jesse  Hou.stoii  Carpenter, 
W'hose  name  introduces  this  article.  Two  years 
in  Parker  county  and  twent}’'  jmars  in  W'ise 
mark  the  limit  of  his  citizenship  in  the  state, 
and  his  passage  from  mendicancy  to  a position 
of  financial  independence  tells  the  story,  briefly, 
of  the  achievements  his  labors  have  wrought. 

Born  in  Gilmer  county,  Georgia,  August  i, 
1854,  Mr.  Carpenter  is  descended  from  a fam- 
ily of  Revolutionary  patriots  of  North  Caro- 
lina, Joseph  Carpenter,  his  (lerman  ancestor 
and  great-grandfather,  having  served  in  the 
Patriot  army  under  General  Green  and  having 
beeTi  shot  through  the  body  with  a British  hall. 
The  latter  lived  in  both  Lincoln  and  Ruther- 
ford counties,  but  passed  away  in  Rutherford, 
the  father  of  .several  children,  among  them  lie- 
ing  Joseph,  Peter  and  Morton.  l\'Iorton  Car- 
penter, our  subject’s  grandfather,  pas.secl 
through  life  a successful  farmer,  trader  and 
slave  owner  and  died  about  1891,  at  ninety- 
five  years  of  age.  His  wife  was  Sallie  Wood, 
and  four  of  their  eight  children  were  : Emanuel, 
Samuel.  B\mon  and  Morton. 

Emanuel  Carpenter  was  born  in  Rutherford 
county,  North  Carolina,  in  1820,  and  died  in 
Wise  county,  Texas,  April  12,  1803.  Like  his 
father  he  succeeded  as  a farmer  and  trader  and 
accumulated  much  property  prior  to  the  re- 
bellion, but  the  Union  sentiments  which  he 
entertained  made  him  an  enemy  to  the  Con- 
federacy and  he  rvas  forced  to  refugee  behind 
the  Federal  line.s.  During  the  period  of  civil 
strife  he  practically  gave  away  his  farm  and 
remained  poor  and  dependent  in  a way  from 
then  to  his  death.  For  his  wife  he  married 
Lizzie  Wrikle,  born  May  ip,  1816,  a lady  of 
German  antecedents  and  a daughter  of  Henry 
Wikle,  a farmer.  Mr.s.  Carpenter  accompanied 
her  husband  to  Texas  in  1890  and  survived  him 
several  }x-ars,  dying  at  the  home  of  her  son  in 
Wi.se  county  Januarv'-  13,  root.  By  the  union 
of  Emanuel  and  Lizzie  Car})enter  there  were 
bom:  Henry,  of  Greer  county.  Oklahoma; 

J.  Houston,  of  this  notice,  and  Crate  G.,  who 
died  in  Wi.se  county,  Texas,  leaving  a family. 


!t  is  said  of  the  father  that  he  left  home  without 
his  parents'  consent  a.s  a boy  of  fourteen  and 
m.ade  his  ouri  way  and  built  him.self  up  to  a 
position  of  worth  and  indepeiidciice  in  his 
Georgia  home  single-handed  and  alon.e.  Save 
for  the  period  of  the  Ciivil  war  his  life  wms  a 
quiet  and  peaceful  one,  umuarred  by  untoward 
events.  Naturally  he  dropped  into  the  Re- 
publican party,  and  except  when  he  voted  for 
Hancock,  he  always  cast  his  ballot  for  its  presi- 
dential candidate.  The  Contederates  forced 
him  into  the  ranks  of  their  army  ami  he  was 
unable  to  escape  for  fourteen  months,  luit  when 
he  finally  succeeded  lie  hurriedl3'  disposed  of 
his  ])roperty  and  smighi  the  Feder.al  lines. 

In  the  county  'A  here  he  was  born  and  brought 
up  J.  Houston  Carpenter,  our  subject,  acquired 
his  liirdted  knowledge  of  books.  The  mo.st 
valuable  period  of  his  school  experience  was  at 
the  age  of  twenty-four  when  he  spent  ten 
i^ronth.s  as  a pupil,  and  this  term’s  work  really 
fitted  him  for  the  battle  of  life.  lie  was  past 
twenty-six  when  he  left  his  father  to  carve  out 
a career  for  himself  and  shortly  afterward  he 
came  to  Texas,  reaching  here  with  nineteen 
dollars  in  cash  and  a modest  wardrobe.  He 
.stopped  first  at  Springtenvn,  in  Parker  county, 
and  took  up  the  caqtenter  trade.  A hen  he 
came  to  Mdse  county'  he  contracted  for  two 
hundred  and  two  acres  of  wild  l.-md  snullieast 
of  Chico  and  set  about  its  primitive  improve- 
ment at  once.  As  time  passed  he  prospered 
as  a farmer  and  bought  additional  land,  owning 
now  four  hundred  acres  in  two  separate  farms. 

Mr.  Carpenter  had  no  terrors  for  baclielor- 
hood  and  did  not  take  a wife  until  he  was  well 
able  to  provide  for  her  in  a good  comfortalile 
home.  September  22,  1889,  he  married  Miss 
Alice,  a daughter  of  Jesse  and  Harriet  (Hart) 
Franklin,  a Parker  count}'  fanner  and  a Mexi- 
can war  c'cteran  of  Texas.  Mr.  Franklin  .set- 
tled in  Parker  county  in  1854,  settling  first  in 
Collin  county  from  the  state  of  Tennessee.  His 
children  W'cre  : H.  Franklin,  who  lives  in  Okla- 
homa ; '‘Sis,’’  wife  of  John  Ri.nve,  c>f  Jessie ; ]\Irs. 
Carperite.r.  John,  Bfiijamiii,  Benton  and  Clar- 
issa, wife  of  Frank  .Shown.  Mr.  and  i\lrs.  Car- 
penter's children  are:  Jesse,  Annie,  Itlorton. 

Lillie  AV.,  Alice  and  Sam  Houston. 

In  his  political  career  Mr.  Carpenter  has  sup- 
ported the  candidate  more  than  the  party  and 
he  voted  for  Garfield,  M'eaver,  W'illiam  J. 
Brv'an,  McKinley  and  Roosevelt.  He  is  a 
Royal  Arch  Jlason  and  a member  of  the  Meth- 
odist church. 


HISTORY  OF  NORTH  AND  WEST  TEXAS. 


3-’8 

ISAAC  JACOB  HARTSELL.  The  success- 
ful farmer  and  public  official  whose  name  heads 
this  article  is  the  commissioner  fur  the  fourth 
precinct  of  Wise  county,  where  he  has  lived 
since  the  year  1884,  and  where  the  substantial 
achievements  of  his  life  have  been  won.  Liber- 
ally fav'ored  with  Fortune’s  smile  and  happih’- 
established  in  the  confidence  of  the  community 
he  serves  he  is  one  of  the  figures  of  his  epoch 
and  a citizen  most  worthy  of  the  name. 

Washington  county,  Tennessee,  was  Mr. 
Hartsell’s  native  place  and  his  birth  occurred 
February  22,  1843.  Martin  Luther  Hartsell, 
his  father,  was  born  in  the  same  county  in  1821, 
grew  up  and  married  there  and  after  the  war 
moved  into  Roane  county  and  there  died  in 
1897.  His  vocation  was  that  of  farming,  and 
as  a Whig  he  favored  the  union  of  the  states  at 
the  outbreak  of  the  war.  He  cast  his  fortunes 
with  Democracy  later  on  and  was  a deacon  in 
the  Missionary  Baptist  church.  Jacob  Hart- 
sell, his  father,  seems  to  have  been  the  founder 
of  the  family  in  Washington  countj'  and  he 
settled  there  with  his  mother,  who  was  an 
Auntney,  near  the  opening  years  of  the  nine- 
teenth century.  Jacob  Hartsell  married  Nancy 
Milliam,  and  his  children  were  ; Auntney,  Rus- 
sell, Martin  L.,  Isaac  W.,  Polly,  wife  of  Orvil 
Nelson;  Delila,  who  married  Thomas  Jackson, 
and  Nancy,  wife  of  William  Love.  Martin  L. 
Hartsell  married  Margaret,  a daughter  of 
Joseph  and  Hannah  (Bogart)  Longmire.  Mrs. 
Hartsell  preceded  her  husband  and  died  in  1882, 
mother  of  Joseph,  of  Johnson  county,  Texas: 
Isaac  J.,  our  subject;  John,  of  Pulaski  county, 
Missouri;  Nannie,  wife  of  A.  P.  Hutcheson,  of 
Roane  county,  Tennessee ; Hannan,  who  passed 
away  unmarried;  Mary,  who  married  John 
Viar,  of  Roane  county;  Lavenia.  wife  of  Will- 
iam Clark,  of  Roane  county,  and  Charles,  of 
Wise  county,  Te.xas. 

Isaac  J.  Hartsell  grew  up  strictly  as  a coun- 
try youth  w’ith  w’hat  opportunities  and  advan- 
tages his  community  alone  provided.  Septem- 
ber 9,  1861,  he  enlisted  in  Company  K,  Sixty- 
fourth  North  Carolina  Infantry,  Colonel  W'.  N. 
Garrett,  Frazier’s  Brigade  and  Buckner’s  Di- 
vision. He  did  his  first  duty  at  Knoxville  and 
the  regiment  was  then  sent  to  Big  Creek  Gap. 
It  remained  in  this  vicinity  and  around  Cum- 
berland Gap  till  September  f|.  i8b3,  when  that 
stronghold  surrendered  to  the  Federals  and  our 
subject  W'as  sent  to  Johnson’s  Island  as  a 
prisoner  of  war,  remaining  such  until  hostilities 
had  ceased  and  peace  was  restored. 

Mr.  Hartsell  reached  home  in  June,  1865,  and 
at  once  resumed  the  work  of  the  farm.  He  re- 


mained in  Tennessee  four  years  and  then 
moved  to  Camden  county,  Missouri,  from 
which  point,  in  the  fall  of  1875,  he  came  to 
Texas  and  settled  in  Johnson  county.  Six  years 
later  he  sought  Parker  county,  and  from  there 
made  his  final  move  into  Wise  two  years  later. 
A team  and  about  one  hundred  dollars  com- 
prised his  visible  assets  when  he  began  life  in 
the  Lone  Star  state,  and  he  was  a renter  until 
after  he  made  his  last  move.  His  first  pur- 
chase was  ninety  acres  of  the  Margaret  Swift 
survey,  a tract  of  wild  land  which  he  has 
brought  under  cultivation  and  placed  in  a sub- 
stantial and  attractive  state  of  improvement 
From  a rude  one-room-with-shed  log  cabin  his 
family  has  passed  into  a modem  farm  cottage 
and  from  the  primitiv^e  methods  of  farming  he 
has  adopted  those  of  modern  days,  and  his 
progress  has  been  gradually  upward  and  on- 
ward to  the  present.  He  added  fifty  acres  more 
of  the  same  survey  and  one  hundred  and 
twenty-five  of  the  William  Swinney  survey  to 
his  original  farm  as  time  went  on,  and  owns 
now  two  hundred  and  sixty-five  acres  of  land. 

In  the  fall  of  1900  Mr.  Hartsell  was  chosen 
county  commissioner  and  has  been  twdee  re- 
elected since.  The  board  has  built  nine  steel 
bridges  and  opened  up  many  new  highways  in 
addition  to  the  routine  work  of  their  office,  and 
is  regarded  as  one  of  the  most  safely  progress- 
ive boards  ever  elected. 

October  16,  1867,  Mr.  Hartsell  married  Miss 
Mattie,  a daughter  of  Joseph  and  Ailsy  (Carr) 
Bowman,  old  Tennessee  people,  but  Mr.  Bow- 
man was  formerly  from  Virginia.  The  chil- 
dren of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bowman  were : John, 

Alfred,  Calvin,  Richard,  Henrc^  Mary,  wife  of 
-Mfred  White,  Mrs.  Hartsell,  Bettie,  who  mar- 
ried David  Swadley,  and  Julia,  wife  of  a Mr. 
Rubeck.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hartsell’s  issue  are: 
Robert  E.,  who  married  Lillie  Boulware  and 
is  a Wise  county  farmer;  Oscar  L.,  residing 
near  home,  married  Eva  Pewitt;  Bertie,  wife 
of  T.  B.  Hayes,  of  the  state  of  Washington; 
Joseph  B.,  still  at  the  old  home;  Martin  L., 
Jr.,  married  Rosa  Blackwood  and  lives  close 
by;  John  R.,  of  the  parental  home;  Charles, 
married  Maud  Wilks  and  remains  in  the  home 
of  his  childhood,  and  Fred,  the  last,  still  with 
the  domestic  circle. 

JOHN  H.  SHURBET.  Mr.  Shurbet  is  prom- 
inently identified  with  the  fertile  region  about 
Crafton,  Wise  county,  where  he  settled  in 
1897,  and  where  on  the  Mackev  and  Wilson 
surveys  his  farm.s.  aggregating  four  hundred 
and  twenty  acres,  lie.  He  came  hither  from 
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Thackerville,  Indian  Territory,  where  he 
passed  some  nine  years  of  his  life  as  a lessee 
on  Indian  lands  and  where  he  settled  as  an 
emigrant  from  Prentis  county,  Mississippi. 

Born  in  Itawamba  county,  Mississippi,  Mr. 
Shurbet’s  physical  existence  began  December 
30,  1858.  His  father  was  Henry  Shurbet,  a 
farmer  of  Alabama  birth,  1814  being  his  natal 
year.  The  latter  was  an  only  child  of  an  Eng- 
lishman who  settled  in  South  Carolina  on  cast- 
ing his  lot  with  the  United  States,  and  in  the 
early  years  of  the  eighteenth  century  he  took 
a step  or  two  westward  and  established  him- 
self in  Alabama.  In  the  early  ’50s  Henry 
Shurbet  brought  his  small  family  into  Missis- 
sippi and  he  died  in  Prentis  county  in  1892. 
He  serv'ed  in  the  ranks  of  the  Confederate 
armies  during  the  first  }'ears  of  the  rebelHon, 
but  w'as  detailed  finally  to  w’ork  in  the  hospital 
around  Richmond  and  wound  up  his  service 
there.  He  was  a churchman,  identified  with 
the  Christian  denomination.  He  married  Win- 
nie Gillham,  w-ho  died  in  1862,  the  mother  of: 
Oy,  w'ife  of  Thomas  Cowdey,  of  Wise  count}*" ; 
Fannie,  wife  of  Polk  Brewer,  of  the  same 
county;  Mary,  who  died  in  Tyler  county, 
Texas,  as  Mrs.  Tom  Read ; Martha,  who  passed 
away  in  Prentis  county,  Mississippi,  as  Mrs. 
Joseph  McKay;  Sallie,  wife  of  Thomas  War- 
ren, of  Wise  county;  Bristcr,  of  Montague 
county;  Clayborn,  of  Crafton,  Texas;  John  H., 
our  subject,  and  Cornelia,  who  died  in  the 
Chickasaw  Nation  as  the  wife  of  Joe  McKay. 

At  the  age  of  only  nine  years  John  H.  Shur- 
bet was  deprived  of  parental  protection  and 
from  then  forward  until  his  thirteenth  year 
made  his  home  in  Henderson  or  McNairy  coun- 
ties, Tennessee,  in  the  homes  of  James  Hailey 
and  David  Smith.  He  came  to  mature  years 
with  little  knowledge  of  books  and  when  ready 
to  take  up  the  battle  of  life  independently  he 
returned  to  Mississippi  and  “cropped”  about 
until  he  was  twenty-one.  He  then  married, 
September  9,  1879,  and  not  many  years  after- 
ward he  and  his  wife  “put  their  effects  into  a 
pillowslip  and  moved.”  In  order  to  obtain  his 
wife  he  confesses  to  a form  of  grand  larceny 
and  the  trunk  above  suggested  contained  their 
personal  effects.  A gornl  and  liberal-hearted 
farmer,  Ed  Anderson,  took  them  in  and  gave 
them  all  the  aid  and  encouragement  necessary 
to  restore  their  self-confidence  and  start  them 
off  on  their  modest  and  humble  career.  Their 
move  upward  was  a slow  one  and  w^hen  they 
left  Mississippi,  in  1888,  to  begin  their  career 
in  the  west  they  were  prepared  with  team  and 
cash  to  sustain  them  while  maturing  their  first 


crop.  They  made  their  efforts  count  while 
leasing  from  the  red  man  and  when  they 
dropped  down  into  Texas  they  were  amply  able 
to  pay  for  and  possess  a real  home. 

Mr.  Shurbet  married  Miss  Julia  Pate,  who 
was  born  in  Mississippi  in  1861  and  .she  and  her 
husband  are  the  parents  of:  William,  who 

married  Carrie  Holliday;  Oscar,  whose  jvife 
was  Maud  Turner ; C>ra,  wife  of  Marion  Plusky ; 
Allie,  W’ife  of  Albert  Harris,  and  Lula,  Jesse, 
Bettie  and  James  comprise  the  childhood  circle. 

Mr.  Shurbet  adheres  to  Democracy'  as  his 
political  manna  and  has  brought  his  house- 
hold to  revere  sacred  things  and  believe  in  the 
doctrines  of  John  Wesley,  the  founder  of  the 
Methodist  church. 

WILLIAM  HARRISON  DUNSON,  cattle- 
man and  real  estate  dealer  at  Dalhart,  has  been 
identified  with  this  extreme  northwest  part  of 
the  Panhandle  country  ever  since  the  process 
of  disintegration  began  by  which  the  immense 
cattle  ranges  W'cre  portioned  out  among  perma- 
nent settlers  and  towns  and  farming  communi- 
ties became  in  evidence.  He  has  been  very 
successful  in  his  various  enterprises,  and  is  an 
honored  and  esteemed  resident  of  Dalhart  and 
the  two  counties  of  Dallam  and  Hartley. 

Mr.  Dunson  is  an  old  resident  of  the  Lone 
Star  state,  and  has  been  closely  identified  with 
its  northwestern  portion  throughout  its  most 
important  period  of  development.  A native  of 
Troup  county,  Georgia,  he  was  born  in  1840, 
being  a son  of  W'illiam  and  Sarah  (Cook)  Dun- 
son. His  father,  also  a native  of  Georgia  and 
reared  in  Jackson  county  of  that  slate,  moved 
with  his  family  to  Qiambers  county',  Alabama, 
in  1856,  and  died  there  after  the  war.  He  was  a 
farmer.  His  wife  was  born  in  Georgia  and  died 
in  Chambers  county,  Alabama. 

Reared  on  the  home  farm  and  receiving  his 
education  in  the  common  schools,  a short  time 
after  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  war  Mr.  Dunson, 
on  February  10,  1862,  being  then  twenty'-two 
y'ears  old,  enlisted  in  Chambers  county,  for 
.service  in  the  Confederate  army.  He  went  to 
Memphis,  w’here  a number  of  Alabama  regi- 
ments were  being  organized,  but  before  he 
could  become  regularly'  connected  with  an 
Alabama  regiment  there  came  a huriy'  call  for 
troops  to  go  to  the  defense  of  Fort  Donelson. 
For  this  special  purpose  he  was  placed  in  the 
Fiftieth  Tennessee,  and  w’hen  Fort  Donelson 
fell  he  was  among  the  prisoners.  Some  time 
later  he  was  among  those  exchanged  at  Vicks- 
burg, and  he  then  became  a member  of  Com- 
pany E,  First  Alabama  infantry,  serving  in 
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this  regimeni  ihroii'^boul  the  remainder  of  the 
war.  great  deal  <>f  his  soldiering  was  in  the 
Georgia  campaign,  sumc  of  tlie  arduous  service 
in  which  he  participated  being  the  Itattles  of 
New  Hojie,  Jont's1>uro.  the  siege  and  battle  at 
Ati.anta,  aru!  then  uiuler  Hood  in  the  Nash- 
\ ille  campaign. 

When  the  war  \\ .as  o\  er  iMr.  Dunson  returned 
to  Chambers  county  and  went  to  farming, 
which  he  continued  for  several  years,  i.intil  his 
removal  to  Texas  in  1807.  For  nineteen  years 
thereafter  lie  was  engaged  in  farming  in  Na- 
varro county,  and  in  1886  he  came  up  to  the 
Panh.andlc,  locating  in  Hardeman  count}',  a 
short  time  before  the  railroad  reached  the 
county.  There  he  went  into  the  cattle  bu.siness, 
■uhiih  has  been  his  cliief  business  interest  ever 
--ince.  After  the  town  of  (Jt'-anah  in  I iarileman 
comity  was  started  he  made  his  home  there  for 
several  years,  carrying  on  hi.s  ranching  oper- 
ations from  that  point.  Earlv  in  k.k.io  ho  came 
to  Hartley  county  with  \\  . E.  Smith  and  W . D. 
W^agner,  their  purpose  being  to  find  cheaper 
and  larger  pastures  for  their  cattle.  Mr.  Dnn- 
son  bought  four  sections  out  of  the  immense 
toi  ranch,  which  before  that  had  covered  a 
large  part  of  this  rc-gi<ai.  This  fine  ranch,  on 
V.  hich  he  built  his  residence  and  which  i.s  still 
his  home  place,  is  located  about  eight  miles  to 
the  southwest  of  Dalh.irt.  Recently,  however, 
he  li.'is  g'>ne  into  the  real  estate  business  in  Dal- 
hart,  where  he  spends  most  of  his  time,  Imt 
without  detracting  from  his  cattle  intere.sts.  In 
the  real  estate  biisim-s-  he  is  the  partner  of  Y . E. 
Caniinack,  the  firm  name  being  Cammack  and 
Dunson,  They  do  a general  real  estate  ami 
live-stock  business,  and  tire  among  the  ener- 
getic and  public-spirited  promoters  to  whom 
Dalhart  and  the  surrounding  country  owes  so 
much  of  its  material  growth  and  prosperit}-. 

Mr.  Dunson  was  married  in  Chambers 
county,  Alabama,  in  1801  to  Miss  S.arah  Fran- 
ces Leverett,  and  they  h;n  e one  dtuigliter,  IMrs. 
Mary  Alice  Auten,  of  Dailiarl.  i\ir.  Dunson 
has  been  a member  of  the  Baptist  church  since 
i86j.  and  he  is  also  tine  of  the  oHest  Masons 
in  this  part  of  tiie  state,  htniiig  joined  that 
aticieni  order  forty  ye.'irs  tigo.  In  i8qo  iMr. 
Dunson  was  elected  ta.x  tissessor  of  llaideman 
county,  and  continued  to  serve  in  that  capacity 
for  si.v  years,  or  three  terms, 

10-EPIIU5  Y'  lUNGER.  M.  D.  At  Whites- 
boro.  I irayson  comity,  in  1870,  Dr.  Yciuiiger  be- 
gan hi.s  Texas  career  as  a farmer,  although  his 
positir.-n  now  places  him  among  the  leading 
medical  |iractili< 'Uers  <..f  Bowie.  It  is  now 


twenty-six  years  since  he  first  became  identi- 
fied with  .Montague  connfy,  and  his  success  in 
his  profession  has  placed  him  in  tlie  category 
C'f  substantial  men. 

Dr.  Younger  is  a .South  Carolinian,  born  in 
.Spartarisburg  District,  July  9,  1847.  His 
father,  William  R.  Younger,  was  born,  reared, 
lived  and  died  in  the  same  district,  his  birth 
occurring  in  1812  and  his  death  November  5, 
i86,i.  k.ike  liLs  father.  William  R.  'S'ounger 
was  a modest  planter,  owned  a tew  slave.?  and 
played  a modest  )iart  in  politics  on  the  Demo- 
cratic side.  Jame.s  Younger  was  hi.s  father  and 
w.as  from  the  Shenandoah  valley  of  V‘irginia 
and  died  in  the  oltl  South  Carolina  home.  On 
the  maternal  side  Dr.  Younger  comes  from  the 
Camps,  of  Virginia  origin.  Julia  R.  Camp  was 
his  nioihcr  and  .she  was  a daughter  of  Aaron 
Camp,  who  first  settled  in  Rutherford  county, 
North  Carolina,  later  in  or  near  Ringgold,  Geor- 
gia. He  w'as  a contractor  and  builder  and  Julia 
R.  was  his  sttcond  child  by  hi?  wife,  nec  Miss 
Sarah  Russell.  iMrs.  Younger  died  at  White.s- 
boro,  Texas,  July  13,  having  been  the 

mother  of;  James  A.,  of  Cordell,  Oklahoma; 
John  W.,  of  Sayre,  C'klalioma;  Dr.  Joseph,  of 
this  notice;  Julia  R.,  decea.scd  wife  of  S.  W . 
Robinson,  of  -Montague  county,  and  they  have 
three  children  living,  .-\iigie.  Samuel  .'iml  Mabel ; 
-Sarah  F.  C-,  wife  of  D.  N.  Funk,  of  Jones 
county,  Texa.s;  Dr.  R.  N.,  of  ^^hitesboro: 
Pierce  C.,  of  Wise  county;  Douglas  A.,  of 
Whitesboro,  and  a commissioner  of  (Jraysoii 
county,  and  Bulah  B.,  deceased  wife  of  John 
Decker,  of  Grayson  county,  and  they  had  one 
child,  Perry  Decker. 

The  rural  .schools  of  his  home  county  pro- 
vided Dr.  Younger  with  the  rudiments  of  an 
English  education  and  in  early  life  he  followed 
in  the  foot.stcps  of  his  forefathers  and  became  a 
farmer.  When  he  came  to  Texas  in  Novem- 
ber, 1870,  he  was  twenty-three  years  old  and 
he  establi.shed  himself  near  Whitesboro,  where 
an  additional  seven  years  of  agrarian  life  was 
pas.sed.  Deciding  to  abandon  the  farm  for 
soinelhirig  less  physical  and  more  congenial 
avid  possibly  more  remunerative  he  chose  medi- 
cine and  began  preparation  for  the  profes.sion 
bv  a course  of  reading  in  the  office  of  Dr.s. 
Graves  and  Trollinger.  of  Whitesboro.  Dm'ing 
the  summer  season  for  two  rear.?  he  was  under 
their  guidance,  ?i>eiuling  his  wiirters  in  the  St. 
Loui.s,  IMissouri,  ItTedical  College.  He  com- 
pleted his  course  with  graduation  in  the  .spring 
of  1870  an<!  located  at  ^’^alle^■  ^'iew,  in  Cook 
county,  where  the  initial  work  of  his  profes- 
sional career  was  done,  (in  leaving  there  he 
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located  in  Denver,  Montague  count).^.  wlicro 
four  years  were  passeil  and  then  Sunset  knew 
him  as  a physician  and  citizen  for  ten  years. 
Having  acquired  a ranch  in  Jack  county  dur- 
ing the  years  of  his  practice  he  now  decided  to 
rest  from  professional  duties  for  a time  and 
he  located  ijpori  the  ranch  and  devmed  himself 
chiefly  to  his  stock  and  the  cultivation  of  his 
farm.  After  four  years  of  life  in  the  country 
Dr.  Younger  again  souglit  activity  in  his  old 
place  in  the  ranks  of  medical  men  anrl  in  De- 
cember, 1897,  he  located  in  Bowie  and  estab- 
lished his  residence  and  family  here.  He  repre- 
sents the  regular  school  of  physiciams  and  is 
one  of  several  strong  men  of  that  faith  who  own 
Bowie  as  their  home. 

Four  miles  South  of  Post  Oak  lies  the  ranch 
and  farm  of  Dr.  Younger.  It  embraces  a tract 
of  nine  hundred  acres,  fenced  into  pasture  and 
farm,  stocked  and  three  huinlred  acres  are  under 
plow.  As  an  aid  to  Bowie’.s  iuteriial  develo[)- 
ment  he  has  improved  a modest  home  and  lias 
manifested  a serious  interest  in  the  affairs  of  his 
favorite  town.  He  is  a memlier  of  the  .North- 
west Te.xas  and  the  Montague  Countc'  liTedical 
Associations,  and  by  virtue  of  the  latter,  is  a 
member  of  the  Texas  State  Medical  Socict}o 

December  i,  1881,  in  Montague  county,  Dr. 
Younger  married  Miss  Mary  A.  Dilkird,  a 
daughter  of  James  IM.  and  Eliza  (Davis)  Dil- 
lard, who  came  to  Texas  from  Alissouri  in  1875. 
Mr.  Dillard  was  a Virginian  by  birth  and  he 
died  in  iQoi  at  Whitesboro,  Texas,  at  eight}-- 
two  years  of  age.  Among  his  children  were : 
Peggie  D.,  wife  of  Charles  Bond,  of  Roswell, 
New  Mexico:  Sophia,  wn’fc  of  Dr.  R.  N. 
Younger,  of  Whiteshoro,  and  Mrs.  Dr.  Josephus 
Younger,  born  in  Clinton  county.  Missouri, 
January  10.  1862.  The  issue  of  the  marriage 
of  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Younger  are;  Miss  Gladv's, 
a graduate  of  the  Western  Dental  College  of 
Kansas  City,  Missouri,  and  now  practicing  her 
profe.-sion  in  Bowie,  married  Warren  B. 
Shoemaker,  a stockman  of  Fort  Worth;  “Bob,” 
James  R.  and  Jack. 

Dr.  Younger’s  citizenship  is  unallo.ved.  He 
is  without  ambition  beyond  the  honor  and 
prestige  of  a good  name  and  the  highway  of  his 
life  is  marked  by  duty  done  and  independence 
won.  He  is  a Chapter  Mason  and  a quiet  force 
in  local  Democratic  politics. 

(TA  HtR  LIPSCO.MB.  M.  D.  The  world 
instinctively'  pays  deference  to  the  man  whose 
success  ha.s  been  worthily-  achieved  and  accords 
it.s  n’.easure  of  praise  to  the  represcniatives  of 
professional  life  rvhcrcin  advancement  comes 


in  recognition  <>f  indivi.lual  merit.  In  a calling 
where  success  results  entirely  frenn  personal 
capability  and  liiorough  training  l,)r.  Eipscftinb 
has  won  ■■iii  hon<;>rcd  name  and  a gratifying 
measure  of  prosperit)-,  heingf  today  one  «.f 
the  most  prominent  physicians  and  >urgeoii.s 
of  Denrein  c<iuiity",  mairitaining  lii.s  resilience 
in  the  e'.niuty  seat  of  Denton. 

Born  dlarch  IT,  1840,  Dr.  l.ifjscorab  is  a na- 
ti\  c of  ,Missis.si[)pi.  his  parents  1>eing  Dr.  Dab- 
ney M.  an-ri  Miliicent  H.  iScrivner)  Lipscomb. 
The  Liji.scombs  .arc  a prominestt  and  well 
known  southern  family  and  l.R.  .[.lalniey  .M. 
Lip.scomb  was  a cousin  of  Jurlgc  Lipscomb, 
w'ho  with  judges  V.  heeler  and  Hemphill  con- 
stituted the  first  supreme  court  of  the  state 
of  Texas  and  in  whose  honor  Lipscomb  county 
vvas  named.  A sister  of  Dr.  Dabney-  M.  l .ips- 
comb  became  the  wife  of  Isaac  'Laii  Zaniil, 
whi>  was  a prominent  and  lioiuored  citizen  of 
the  republic  of  Texas  and  was  equally  influ- 
ential in  molding  thc“  (lolicy'  of  the  neve  state 
of  Texas  after  it.s  a(.lmission  to  the  l.hiion.  His 
son.  Major  K.  M,  Van  Zaridt.  is  the  president 
of  the  Fort  Worth  National  Bank  and  is  rep- 
resented on  another  page  of  this  volume. 

Dr.  Dalmey'  iM.  Lipscomb  was  )>orn  in  1 ouisa 
county,  Virginia,  but  in  his  boyhood  day  ^ ac- 
companied his  parents  on  their  rcmov.'d  to  Teii- 
uessec.  from  wliich  state  lie  weiil  to  iVississippi. 
In  the  spring  of  IStil.  the  <lay  after  Fort  .Sum- 
ter was  fired  ui'on,  lie  .started  to  Texas  vcitli 
the  intention  of  establishing  his  home  111  this 
st.'ire.  .Kfter  spending  a year  in  Ellis  counly 
he  locatfil  permanently'  at  Grapeeiuc,  Tarrant 
comity',  which  remained  his  iilacc  eu'  resilience 
until  his  death  in  Lssfi,  when  he  ha<l  reached 
the  venerable  ago  of  eighty  y'cars.  He  con- 
tinued in  the  active  praetiee  of  medicine  almost 
until  the  time  of  iiis  ilemise.  During  the  war 
between  the  states  he  administered  meilical  aid 
gratuitously  to  the  families  of  the  Confederate 
soldiers  w ho  were  at  the  front  atid  he  was  ever 
a man  of  benevolent  and  kindly'  sf.iirit.  quiek  to 
respond  to  the  call  of  the  sulTeriiig  even  when 
lie  knew  tliat  no  financial  reinuueration  ivould 
he  fortlicorning.  His  wife,  who  was  born  in 
Tenne.ssee,  died  in  Grapevine  in  her  eighty- 
seventh  vear.  They  were  a worthy  and  valued 
pioneer  coitple  of  tliat  locality  .an'l  their  worth, 
gained  for  them  warm  and  enduring  frieitd.ship.s. 

Dr.  Lipscomb,  whose  name  iritrodnees  rhi» 
record,  acquired  his  early  education  at  ^liddle- 
ti.m,  .Mississifijii,  and  at  Locust  Hill  .\cademy 
in  Franklin  county,  Tennessee.  In  early  yotith 
he  decided  upon  the  medic.al  profes-.ion  as  a 
life  work.  Whether  natural  fu-edilecti.iii  or  en- 
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vironineiit  had  most  to  do  with  tlii.s  decision  it 
is  impossible  to  derennine.  b’erhaps  both  had  a 
share  in  .shaping  his  life  history.  It  is  a well 
known  fact,  how'cver,  that  the  choice  w’as  wise- 
ly made,  for  in  the  profession  he  ha.s  gained 
proinineiice  and  prosperity.  He  pursued  his 
first  course  of  lectures  in  the  medical  depart- 
ment of  the  Univer.sity  of  Louisiana  at  New' 
Orleans.  He  assisted  his  father  and  the  family 
in  removing  to  Texas  in  April,  ISGT,  and  im- 
mediately afterward  .started  back  to  his  old 
home  in  Missis.sippi  with  the  intention  of  en- 
listing there  in  the  serv-ice  of  the  Confederacy, 
but  upon  reaching  iMarshall,  Texas,  he  decided 
to  join  the  troops  from  this  state  together  wdth 
his  cousin,  iVIajor  \’an  Zandt,  and  from  the 
first  almost  until  the  close  of  the  w'ar  he  was  in 
Major  \’an  Zandt’s  command,  being  a member  of 
Company  D of  the  Seventh  Texas  Infantry. 
For  the  first  two  years  he  w'as  in  the  regular 
service  a.s  a private  soldier  and  for  the  remain- 
der of  the  time  he  acted  in  the  capacity  of  hos- 
pital steward  for  his  regiment.  This  service, 
however,  was  in  the  field  and  consisted  of  giv- 
ing surgical  aid  to  W'ounded  soldiers.  Even 
while  acting  a.s  a regular  soldier  he  would 
always  after  a battle  assist  the  surgeons  and 
hospital  corps  in  their  work  and  thus  he  gained 
a good  preparation  for  the  medical  profession, 
having  the  practical  experience  wdthout  which 
all  the  theoretical  knowledge  in  the  w'orld  is 
of  little  avail.  Subsequent  to  his  enlistment 
he  went  with  his  command  to  join  Johnston’s 
array  in  Mississippi  and  took  part  in  the  battle 
of  Fort  Donelson,  where  his  regiment  escaped 
capture,  although  other  commands  were  made 
prisoners  of  war.  Later  Dr.  Lipscomb  serv-ed 
for  six  months  temporarily  in  the  Fifteenth 
Mississippi  Regiment  and  then  returned  to  his 
own  command,  taking  fiait  in  the  battle  of  Shi- 
loh and  the  second  l:)att]e  of  Corinth.  He  was 
al,sc>  an  eye  witness  of  the  first  gun  boat  siege 
of  A'icksburg  and  he  tvas  at  Port  Hudson, 
Louisiana,  when  that  place  was  captured  by 
General  Bank.s.  Followdng  those  events  Dr. 
Lipiscomb  was  in  the  very  hotbed  of  the  war, 
taking  part  in  the  battles  of  Chickaniauga  and 
otlier  strenuousl}’  contested  engagements  in 
the  vicinity  of  Chattamxtga.  Later  he  w'cnt 
to  Georgia  and  took  part  in  the  fighting  at 
JonesU^ro.  that  state,  and  the  siegm  and  battle 
of  Atkinta.  .\fter  Johnstcin  was  succeeded  by 
Hood  he  then  started  back  with  the  army  un- 
der the  latter  commander  to  Franklin  and 
Na.shville, 

Dr.  Lip.scomb  left  the  array  at  Decatur,  Ala- 
bama. and  rc|)ortcil  for  duty  to  surgeon  gen- 


eral Sam  F'.  Mottre  at  Richmond  in  the  hospital 
service,  and  while  there  vvas  placed  in  charge 
of  a ward  in  Howard  Grove  Hospital.  He  also 
fini.shcd  his  medical  course  at  Richmond  as  a 
student  in  the  \’irginia  IMedical  College,  from 
which  he  vvas  graduated  with  the  class  of 
18C.5. 

In  that  year  Dr.  Lipscomb  returned  to  Texas 
an<l  located  for  practice  at  Birdville,  Tarrant 
count)  , where  he  remained  for  a brief  period. 
He  then  located  at  the  edge  of  Grand  Prairie, 
near  Double  Springs,  in  Tarrant  county,  where 
he  enjoyed  a good  practice.  In  1870  he  came 
to  Denton,  which  has  since  been  his  home 
and  where  he  has  been  constantly  engaged  in 
practice  as  a physician  and  surgeon  with  a 
large  patronage.  His  name  is  a household  word 
throughout  Denton  county.  Fie  possesses  rare 
qualities  as  a member  of  the  profession  and  is 
continually  striving  to  promote  his  cfficicncv' 
through  further  reading,  investigation  and  ex- 
periment. Ilis  work  has  been  of  marked  bene- 
fit to  his  fellow  men  and  his  skill  and  ability 
place  him  in  the  front  rank  of  the  medical  fra- 
ternity in  Denton  countyv  Dr.  Lipscomb  has 
made  much  money  in  his  practice,  hut  has  also 
spent  it  generously  in  the  education  of  a large 
family  and  in  suj>port  of  public  enterprises 
and  of  church  and  school  interests.  He  i.s 
thoroughly  in  .sympathy  with  all  that  tends 
to  promote  general  progress  and  improvement 
and  his  labors  have  been  of  marked  benei^t 
to  his  community'.  Fraternally  he  is  connected 
with  the  Masonic  lodge  and  the  Independent 
Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  while  in  the  line  of 
his  profession  he  has  membership  relations 
with  the  Denton  County  Medical  Society.  Both 
he  and  his  wife  belong  to  the  Chri.stian  church. 

Dr.  Lipscomb  was  first  married  to  Miss 
lilary'  A.  \Valden  of  Grapevine,  Texas,  who 
died  in  1888,  leaving  six  children:  Priestly, 
Clough,  Cuvier.  Legrand,  Emmett  and  Gar- 
land. The  eldest  son,  Dr.  Priestly  Lipscomb, 
is  a graduate  of  the  medical  department  of  the 
L’niver.sitv'  of  Loui.sville  at  lx>ui.sville,  Ken- 
tucky. and  for  some  time  he  was  a general  prac- 
titioner of  medicine  hut  in  recent  v'ears  has 
become  a specialist  on  the  treatment  of  dis- 
eases of  the  eye,  ear,  nose  and  throat  after 
taking  three  post-gradnale  courses  as  prepara- 
tion for  thi.s  line  of  professional  .service.  He 
has  become  quite  proficient  in  his  specialty'  and 
is  meeting  with  very  gratifying  success.  In 
i8cp  Dr.  Cuvier  Lipscomb  was  again  married, 
Mr.s.  Emma  Belle  Gregg  becoming  his  wife  at 
Denton.  She  was  the  widow  of  \V.  B.  Gregg 
and  a daughter  of  W.  II.  and  Mattie  (Ilaymes) 
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Mounts.  She  was  born  in  Denton,  while  her 
parcnt.s  w’crc  Kentucky  people,  her  mother  be- 
ing a daughter  of  Catharine  Bell  of  a ytromment 
Kentucky  family.  Mrs.  Lipscomb  was  edu- 
cated at  IMaple  Hill  College  in  Lebanon,  Ten- 
nessee, and  by  her  first  marriage  there  were 
three  children:  ]\Irs.  Susie  Simmons  and 

Mary  and  W'illiam  B.  Gregg.  Unto  Dr.  and 
Mrs.  Idpseomb  have  been  liorn  two  children : 
Emma  Belle  and  Dabney  Lipscomb. 

LEONARD  A.  WINSTEAD,  M.  D.,  a 
prominent  physician  and  surgeon  of  Spanish 
Fort,  Texas,  was  born  in  Hopkins  county,  Ken- 
tucky, August  II,  1867.  He  received  his  early 
education  in  the  common  schools  of  his  native 
state,  and  after  the  removal  of  the  family  to 
Texas,  which  w'as  in  1886,  he  attended  Spring- 
town  Ctdlege  and  Fort  Worth  University.  In 
his  youth  he  decided  to  adopt  the  medical  pro- 
fession and  all  his  studies  were  directed  with 
that  end  in  view.  For  two  years  he  read  medi- 
cine in  the  office  of  Drs.  Cosby  & Smith,  of 
Azle,  Tarrant  county,  and  in  1895  he  took  a 
course  in  the  medical  department  of  the  Fort 
Worth  University.  Then  he  began  the  prac- 
tice of  his  profession  at  Jeannette,  Jack  county, 
Texas,  where  he  continued  one  year  success- 
fully, but  at  the  end  of  that  time  moved  to 
Petersburg,  Indian  Territory,  at  which  place 
he  practiced  four  years.  However,  feeling  the 
need  of  further  preparation  for  his  life  work, 
he  returned  to  Jeannette  and  matriculated  in 
the  medical  department  of  Baylor  University, 
of  which  he  is  a graduate  wdth  the  class  of 
1902.  After  this  he  established  himself  in 
practice  at  Spanish  Fort.  He  had  visited 
Spanish  Fort  in  1901  and  w^as  so  pleased  with 
the  future  outlook  of  the  town  that  he  decided 
to  make  it  his  home.  Here,  associated  with 
Dr.  Hart,  he  has  a well  equipped,  up-to-date 
office  and  enjoys  a good  business. 

Dr.  Winstead  is  a son  of  Dabney  and  Valeria 
(Johnston)  Winstead,  both  natives  of  Ken- 
tucky. Dabney  Winstead  was  a farmer  and 
stock-raiser  in  Kentucky.  During  the  war  of 
the  rebellion  he  was  in  the  Confederate  army, 
a member  of  General  Forrest’s  Cavalry,  and 
after  the  war  he  returned  to  his  Kentucky 
farm,  where  he  remained  until  1886,  when  he 
moved  with  his  family  to  Texas  and  located 
in  Parker  county.  Later  he  bought  a farm  in 
Tarrant  county,  where  he  still  resides,  giving 
his  attention  to  farming  and  fruit-raising,  and 
W'here  he  is  well  known  as  a prosperous  and 
highly  respected  citizen.  For  a number  of 
\’’ears  he  has  filled  the  office  of  justice  of  the 


peace.  Piditically  be  is  a Democrat.  He  is 
the  third  in  a family  of  five,  h.aving  two  older 
brothers,  William  and  Manly,  and  two  sisters, 
Jane  and  Elizabeth.  Dr.  Winstead's  mother 
was  second  born  in  a family  of  five,  as  follows : 
Cave,.  \’aleria.  Sarah.  Cordelia  and  Stephen. 
Her  father,  Washington  Johnston,  was  a 
farmer,  first  of  Tennessee  and  afterward  of 
Kentucky.  Dabney  and  Wleria  Winstead  have 
ten  children,  namely : .Charle.s,  Lee,  Leonard 
A.,  George,  Rena,  William,  Cave,  \Aleria,  Eliza- 
beth and  Edwin. 

In  1897,  at  Jacksboro,  Texas,  Dr.  Winstead 
married  Miss  Anna  Ham,  a native  of  Jack 
county,  born  in  1877,  daughter  of  .A.  L.  Ham 
and  wife,  nee  Wilson,  the  former  a native  of 
Texas,  the  latter  of  Alabama.  Mr.  Ham  is  a 
w’cll  known  stockman.  The  doctor  and  Mrs. 
Winstead  have  three  interesting  children : 
Kathleen,  Leonard  and  Vivian.  Fraternally 
the  doctor  is  identified  with  the  Masonic  order 
of  Spanish  Fort.  Both  his  wife  and  mother 
are  members  of  the  Christian  church. 

WILLIAM  TRUSTEN  BALL.  For  the 
past  sixteen  years  the  stock  interests  of  Mon- 
tague county  have  Ijeen  earnestly  and  mod- 
estly represented  by  the  gentleman  whose 
name  initiates  this  article,  and  while  he  has 
maintained  his  residence  in  Bowie  in  the  main 
since  his  advent  to  the  “cow  country”  of  the 
northwest,  he  has  acquired  grazing  interests  in 
the  “plains  country”  and  here  and  there  have 
his  successful  efforts  been  directed.  Mr.  Ball 
has  been  a resident  of  Texas  since  November, 
1873,  when  wdth  his  parents  he  settled  in  Gray- 
son county,  seven  miles  southeast  of  Whites- 
boro.  The  family  were  emigrants  from  Polk 
county,  Missouri,  where  our  subject  was  born 
July  31,  1857.  At  about  the  age  of  majority 
his  father,  William  C.  Ball,  went  to  Polk 
count}'’  from  Lee  county,  Virginia,  where  his 
birth  occurred  in  1822.  The  latter’s  father  was 
Jesse  Ball,  who  came  west  and  passed  his  last 
years  and  died  in  Benton  county,  Missouri. 
Jesse  Ball  had  several  children,  but  John,  Sam- 
uel and  William  C.,  sons,  arc  the  only  ones  ap- 
parently accessible  for  this  record. 

William  C.  Ball,  like  his  father,  passed  his 
life  on  the  farm,  brought  up  his  family  to  lives 
of  industry  and  sobriety  and  cast  his  lot  with 
the  south  when  the  slavery  question  brought 
on  the  w'ar.  He  entered  into  the  struggle  with 
intense  feeling,  fought  the  war  to  a finish  and 
carried  his  enmity  toward  the  north,  whom  he 
regarded  as  his  persecutors,  with  him  to  his 
grave.  He  left  Polk  county  in  the  time  of  the 
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WMr  and  lived  in  Johnson.  ^Missouri,  for  a lime, 
arul  ilien  came  to  'I'exas  to  be  among  hi.s  own 
people  of  the  south,  d}ing  in  Grayson  county 
ill  1SS9.  He  married  Xanc}’’  C.  Noland,  a 
daughter  of  John  Noland  anil  Mary  Cross,  who 
were  fanners  and  natives  of  Kentucky,  ilrs. 
Ball  died  in  1891,  being  the  mother  of;  George 
E.,  of  tjainc.-tille : William  T.,  our  subject; 
Robert,  \\  ho  veas  drowned  in  the  Big  \\  ichita 
ri\-cr  in  Liu  year  i88r,  urunarried,  and  James  B., 
of  (.irillinx'illc.  Texas. 

T he  country  schools  furnished  A\  illiam  T. 
Ball  V.  ith  the  elements  of  an  Fu'glish  educ.ation 
and  he  knew  only  the  farm  while  midvir  the 
parental  roof.  At  eighteen  years  of  age  he 
went  into  the  saddle  for  his  brother  on  a ranch 
in  Grayson  county  and  did  the  first  range  work 
tV)r  the  Burrell  Yarbrough  outfit  in  that 
count}'.  He  remained  with  his  emplo3'er  three 
years  and  was  eniploved  later  in  Cooke  county, 
then  a tiiinl}  settled  community,  and  was  there 
about  ilirce  years.  He  had  acquired  a few  cat- 
tle himself  by  this  time  and  ,a  small  ranch,  and 
those  he  sold  to  his  brother  and  returned  to 
Gracson  aaniitx  where  he  was  a cattle  dealer 
and  feeder  till  iSSo,  v,  hen  he  located  in  Alon- 
tague.  Air.  Ball  became  interested  in  Kno.x 
county  ranching  in  1901.  where  as  a memlrcr  of 
the  firm  of  Boedeker  &■  Dali,  he  owns  and  lia.s 
midi.T  lease  twenty-two  sections,  fenced  and 
stocked,  and  from  w hich  the  owners  have  been 
and  are  known  as  shippers.  In  Monmgue 
county  Ball  K.  Young,  comprising  W.  T.  Ball 
.and  .•s.uuiue!  Young,  of  Bowie,  carry  on  a large 
business  for  this  locality'  as  feeders  and 
shippers. 

January  o.  1870,  in  Gravson  county,  AvTlliam 
T.  Ball  and  Luella  Gregory  were  united  in  mar- 
riage. -Mrs.  Ball  was  born  in  Carroll  county. 
Missouri,  November  27,  1858,  and  is  a daughter 
of  Ihavid  and  Alartha  (iregory,  who  died  on 
the  fanr.  near  \\  hitesboro,  leaving  children; 
Finness,  of  Gray^sovi  county;  Samuel,  of  Brisco 
county^;  liusscll,  who  was  killed  in  Brisco 
Ci>unt>,  TtN.'is.  leaving  a child;  Su,san,  wife  of 
Tamir.s  Cifioil.-ion,  of  Carrrillton,  Alissouri;  and 
Belle,  wife  of  Calvin  Tomlin,  of  Carroll  county', 
Miss.iuri,  -Mr.  and  Airs.  BallY  children  .ire; 
Etta  I.,ee,  wife  of  Charles  Brown,  of  Bowie, 
•vvitl?  a son,  J.araes  Trusten:  Bailie  Belle.  Will- 
iam David,  Edith  Ann  and  Georgia  Ella  com- 
pleu  the  family  roll.  Air.  Ball,  while  .a  Demo- 
craL  h.i.^  nr>t  dabbled  in  jrolitics.  He  is  a Chap- 
ter Al."soLi  and  holds  a membership  in  the  Knox 
CoiiuiA  Baptist  church  at  Truscott,  I'cxas. 


REA'.  JAAIES  ANDE.R.SO-X.  In  the  de- 
\elopment  of  any  community  tlie  physical  and 
spiritual  phases  hate  been  inseparable  com- 
panions, have  gone  hand  in  hand  from  the  first 
pulse -beats  of  civilized  life  to  the  apju'oacli  to 
ultimate  perfection.  Workers  in  the  Alaster’s 
vineyard  lia\  c shared  in  the  privaticnis  and 
hardshij>s  of  the  frontier,  that  spiritual  leaven 
might  he  injected  into  the  daily'  life  of  the  popu- 
lace to  the  end  that  God's  kingdom  shall  be- 
heuiored  and  His  will  be  done  in  every  ho-usc- 
hohl.  To  him  who  brought  the  gospel  early', 
spread  it  resolutely'  as  a disciple  of  the  Great 
Teacher  and  continues  the  cf>ntcst  until  the 
last  victory  is  won  shall  be  due  an  honor  and  a 
credit  iii  exce.ss  of  him  who  sliall  found  a 
colony',  build  a city  or  win  a decisive  battle. 
The  awakening  of  religious  sentiment  is  the 
province  of  tlcHl’s  agents  and  rhe  ilevelopnient 
of  our  .spiritual  lives  the  work  of  God’s  grace. 
In  every  county  His  servants  bear  His  mes- 
sages aoi]  plead  His  cause  in  the  regeneration 
of  souls  and  to  the  amelioration  of  the  human 
race.  In  this  broad  field  of  spiritual  labor  has. 
A'iontague  county  known  the  subject  of  this 
review,  whose  efforts  have  spanned  nearly 
thirty  years  and  whose  physical  vigor  promises 
another  generation  of  acti\  c.  effective  work  in 
the  rounding-out  of  his  iniuisterial  career. 

In  June,  1S76,  Rev.  Janies  Anderson  readied 
St.  Jo,  Texas,  and  took  charge  of  the  Presby- 
terian church  as  its  pastor,  having  c\  or  since 
maintained  tliat  relation,  and  is  also  jrastor  of 
the  .Ydora  church  near  Stoneliurg.  and  these 
charges  con.stitnte  his  main  field  of  labor  and 
give  him  his  chief  concern.  He  has  officiated 
on  so  many  occasions  in  intervening  localities, 
such  as  Bowie,  Henrietta,  Gainesville,  Wichita 
Falls  and  other  points,  that  he  has  become 
widely'  known  and  is  coming  to  be  considered 
tile  father  of  PresbyTerianism  in  Northwestern 
Texas.  The  family'  to  vrhich  Rev.  .\mlersoii 
belC'tigs  was  Americanized  at  Schenectady, 
New  York.  It  was  founded  by  his  grandfather. 
John  Auiler.son.  wdio  brought  a portion  of  his 
family  front  Scotland  in  the  forejiart  of  the 
iiinetceulli  century  and  was  engaged  there  in 
the  grocery'  business.  The  latter  married  and 
passed  away  in  Seniiett,  New  A'ork,  at  an  ad- 
vamred  age,  lieing  the  father  of : AA'illiam,  who 
died  in  Oneida  co'unly,  New  A^ork:  John,  who 
died  at  Boonville.  New  York;  and  Cliarle.s.  c>ur 
subject’s  faiher. 

Charles  Anderson  was  born  in  Schenectady, 
New  York,  in  .August,  1S12.  He  graduated 
from  Auburn  T'neological  Seminary  in  1845, 
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and  located  in  central  New  York  and  engriged 
ill  the  ministry  of  the  IVesbyteriari  church.  He 
filled  pastorates  at  Union  Springs,  Sefinett, 
Savannah  and  in  the  suburbs  of  Aulmrti  and 
died  in  the  latter  city  in  March,  1901.  He  mar- 
ried Elizabeth  L.  Clary,  a daughter  of  Dr.  Jo- 
seph Clary,  of  Throop.sville,  New  York^  but 
fonnerly  from  New  England.  .Mrs.  Anderson 
died  at  Sennett,  New  York,  in  1872,  at  the  age 
of  fifty-one  years,  being  the  mother  of;  Rev. 
CharlCvS  Anderson,  a graduate  of  Hamilton  Col- 
lege and  of  the  .Andover  Theological  Seminary, 
a Congregationalisl  and  for  many  years  one  of 
the  profc.ssors  of  Robert.s’  College  in  Constari- 
tiiioplc,  Turkey;  Rev.  James,  our  subject:  Jo- 
seph C.,  a banker  of  Auburn,  New  York;  Jolin 
E.,  a fruit  exporter  and  extensive  horticultur- 
ist of  Heneva,  Kciv  York,  and  Vvilliain  IL,  a 
physician  of  Alcdica!  Lake,  Washington,'  and 
superintendent  of  the  Eastern  Washington 
Hospital  for  the  Insane. 

Rev.  Janies  Anderson'.s  youth  was  passed  as 
a student  in  Hamilton  College  and  in  the 
Auburn  Theological  Seminary,  where  he  gradu- 
ated in  1872,  in  Alonroe  Collegiate  Institute, 
and  in  < takwood  Seminary,  from  which  he 
graduated  in  1876.  In  company  with  class- 
mates, the  late  Re\ . Warner  H.  ICggs,  of  Dal- 
las, Texas;  Ret.  C.  F.  (loss,  nuiv  of  (’inciimati, 
Oliio,  am!  \\  . IT.  Xih's,  he  came  to  Texas  and 
beg.in  hi.s  work  at  St.  Jo.  as  previously  stated. 
After  the  lapse  of  five  years,  in  which  the 
foundation  for  his  future  successes  wa^  laid, 
he  returned  home  and  August  24,  1881.  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Sarah  E.  Foster.  Three 
children  have  blessed  the  home  of  Rev.  and 
Airs.  Anderson,  vi,z:  Elizabeth  C.,  decea.sed ; 

Edw^ard  I,.,  who  was  educated  at  the  college  in 
Glasgow,  Ali.ssoiiri.  and . is  beginning  life  on 
his  fatlier’.s  farm  ; and  Herrnione  E.,  an  accom- 
plished young  lady  jtist  entering  womanhood, 
the  jevvcl  of  the  domestic  crown. 

From  childhood  to  the  present  Rev.  Ander- 
son’s life  has  been  a busy  one.  first  in  the  prep- 
aration neces.sary  for  his  successful  professional 
career  and  then  in  the  grand  work  which  has 
lain  so  close  to  his  heart  fi.ir  nearly  thirty  years 
and  in  which  he  has  triumphed  in  the  end. 

THOMAS  TllREADGILL.  The  subject  of 
thi.s  biographical  record  has  been  identified 
tvith  the  rural  development  of  Alontague  county 
for  the  past  thirty-one  r'-ears,  having  settled 
here  that  year  and  having  stopped  temporarily 
at  Queen’s  Reak,  apparently  the  center  of  in- 
terest in  the  early  times,  and  around  which 
clustered  the  first  immigrants  on  the  west  side 


of  the  comity.  As  many  before  him,  and  as 
many  have  .since,  Mr.  Threadgill  came  hitbCi 
from  Gray.son  county,  but  Dallas  and  Hunt 
coimlio.s  had  also  received  the  famih'  and 
known  them  a.s  settlers  for  brief  period.s  ■>£ 
time.  Like  other  settlers  before  and  .since, 
his  ambition  was  to  buikl  up  a home  in  the  new- 
west  and  the  height,  the  lireadth  and  the  depth 
of  that  ambition  has  been  achieved. 

'T  he  'i'hreadgill  family,  hetided  by  W illiam 
I).  h.  Threadgill,  our  subject’s  fatlier,  cro.ssed 
tlie  ea.si  line  of  Tcxa.s  a.s  .settlers  in  186S.  and 
first  stopped  in  Dallas  county.  Later  Hunt 
county  was  tried  for  two  years,  wlien  a recuni 
to  Dallas  ■'A'a.s  made,  and  then  Gra3's<:m  onnity 
made  its  brief  acquaintance.  All  the  ->.vhile 
they  ’.vere  little  more  than  existing  a.s  farrncis 
and  when  they  reached  Alontague  county  tiiL-} 
dropped  dowm  at  the  Peak,  where,  in  Alay,  1875, 
the  father  died.  The  war  had  greaili  reduced 
the  family  resources,  they  having  near  its  dosr 
.sold  'ilteir  cotton  for  Confederate  inontgv.  there- 
by losing  the  family  labor  and  indirectly  being 
deprived  of  the  family  houie.slead.  icul  the 
first  ten  years  after  the  war  vsere  tlie  darke-t 
of  ihcir  lives  aud  from  out  of  that  dimicstic  cir- 
cle have  come  some  of  tlie  best  parents  of  some 
of  tite  be.st  fatnilie.s  in  their  respectiv  e couniito. 

\\  ilHaiTi  D.  F.  Threadgill  was  lioni  in  1818 
in  Ander.son  county,  North  Carolina,  and  v.a.- 
a .sciii  of  Thomas  Threadgill.  The  latter  re.u'e'l 
his  farui!;.'  on  the  farm,  passed  away  in  the  old 
Tar  Heel  state  and  wa.s  the  father  of;  W j'att, 
.Shrock,.  Samuel,  William  7.*.  h.,  Sneed.  I.hick, 
Gideon,  .Sa.-ali  and  Ann.  W illiaiu  D.  F.  rhre.id- 
gill  left  North  (Carolina  and  settled  in  W ilcis\ 
county,  ..Alabama,  vvhere  our  subject  wa.>  born. 
In  1855  he  moved  into  Marengo  count}',  that 
state,  and  then  to  Carroll  county,  Alississippi. 
He  w.is  married  to  Ali.ss  .Ymainl.i  .Stafford,  a 
daughlcf  of  Pliney  Stafford,  whose  w ife  was  a 
Aliss  Anderson.  Mrs.  Threadgill  still  survive?, 
and  resirles  in  liitnl  county,  Texas,  the  niother 
of:  William,  Tom,  our  .subject;  Gideon,  Lou, 

iYdelaide.  Delitha,  Felix.  Staltord.  Tillman  .'s.. 
and  Berry. 

Thomas  Threadgill  was  bi.'ni  ( K;te>ber  5, 
18.44.  fCs  advantages  tvere  of  the  rural  .sort 
and  the  country  school  ga\  e him  a mo.sl  limited 
education.  Prior  to  tlie  rebellion  liis  fatlier 
was  comsidervd  a successful  planter,  owned 
slave.s  and  amply  provided  for  the  materia) 
wants  of  his  large  and  growing  family.  Imt  the 
power  c.f  education  w a.s  not  so  well  know  n then 
as  now  and  sons  were  taught  to  work  instead. 

hen  the  war  came  on  Air.  Threadgill  joineil 
Gomjianv  .\,  thirtieth  Alississippi  Infantry. 
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Ca[)laiii  Johnson  and  Colonel  Neal,  and  joined 
the  resjiilar  army  at  Cnriuth  in  time  to  take 
part  in  the  light  at  Rerryville,  Kentucky. 
.A-fter  this  liattle  he  wa.s  detailed  with  the  regi- 
ivieiual  (inarterniaster  i(>r  some  months  ami  re- 
joined  hi^  ciunpaiyv  just  before  the  battle  of 
Chickaniaiiga.  He  was  in  that  and  in  the  en- 
gagements at  Jonesboro.  Ceorgia,  and  Frank- 
lin. d'ennessee.  a.s  well  as  Nashville,  after  which 
he  furloughed  home  and  ne\  er  returned  to  the 
arni>  again.  -Mr.  Threadgill  was  yet  unmarried 
when  he  came  to  Te.xas,  but  he  was  married  in 
Dallas  county  June  2J,  i86<y  and  his  effort.s  as 
a fanner  until  his  final  settlement  in  Montague 
were  put  forth  on  a rented  farm.  As  a starter 
in  Montague  county  he  made  the  rails  and 
fenced  a piece  of  gronnd  for  Air.  Aloore  at 
Qticcn's  Peak,  for  which  he  received  two  hun- 
dred dollars,  and  with  tliis  money  he  laid  in 
house  suj>[)lies,  some  seed  wheat  and  a mule. 
He  then  moved  into  his  present  comniunit}'  and 
rented  land  of  J.  W.  Booth,  the  same  year  set- 
tling a piece  of  Jack  county  school  land,  which 
he  afterward  bought  at  two  dollars  and  twenty- 
live  cents  an  acre.  He  and  his  mule  made  a 
erf)])  and  his  time  was  afterward  devoted  to  his 
f)\\n  land.  \\’hen  his  farm  work  had  made  it 
possible  he  Ixnight  additional  land  and  as  more 
prosperity  favored  him  he  purchased  more 
land,  until  he  owns  four  hundred  aiul  twenty- 
five  acres  on  West  Belknap  creek,  one  of  the 
most  desirable  farms  in  his  count}'.  Grain, 
corn,  cotton  and  stock,  together  with  continu- 
ous and  unremitting  toil,  have  accomplished 
these  things  and  he  and  his  never-failing  wife 
have  made  themselves  old  in  the  contest.  They 
have  watched  their  neighborhood  grow  from 
the  time  when  they  alone  occupied  it.  and  their 
nearest  ticighbors  were  at  Henrietta  on  one 
side  and  Queen’s  Peak  on  the  other,  till  houses 
are  dotted  all  about  and  not  a tract  of  land  lies 
unfeiiced. 

.Mr.  Threadgill  married  Sarah  V.,  a daughter 
of  E)lward  \Valton,  who  hail  issue:  Richard, 

who  died  in  Dallas  county;  David,  killed  as  a 
soldier  in  the  Confederate  army;  Ed  T.,  of  Clay 
Count},  and  Airs.  Threadgill,  who  wa.s  born  in 
Alonroe  county.  Alississippi,  October  i8,  1846. 
The  children  of  Air.  and  Airs.  Threadgill  arc: 
Davis,  who  lives  on  his  farm  near  his  father 
and  is  married  to  Ollie  Lay  and  they  have  a 
son,  Joe,  and  Edwin,  who  married  Kate  Hos- 
tord  and  resides  on  the  home  place  and  has 
t'lVo  sons,  Truman  and  'riiomas.  Thomas 
Threadgill  has.  to  use  the  slang  of  the  west- 
oruer,  “seen  the  whole  showi’’  in  the  settlement 
and  dex  elopinevit  of  hi-^  locality.  To  reiterate, 


no  persons  had  a less  auspicious  beginning  than 
he  and  Mrs.  Threadgill,  yet  they  triumphed 
over  all  difficulties  and  have  played  an  im- 
portant part  in  the  up-building  of  the  locality 
where  their  home  has  been  carved  out  and 
wliich  they  love  so  w'ell. 

\VILLL\AI  A.  AlORTON,  AI.  D.  The  medi- 
cal profession  is  ably  represented  by  a score  of 
successful  physicians  in  Wise  county,  among 
whom  is  wiflely  known  Dr.  W.  A.  A'lorton,  of 
Paradise,  and  the  subject  of  this  personal  rec- 
ord. One-fourth  of  a century  marks  the  epoch 
which  his  professional  labors  have  spanned 
within  the  county’s  limits  and  they  have  been 
years  busy  wdth  the  affairs  and  duties  incum- 
bent upon  one  so  fitted  to  do  honor  to  the  noble 
calling  of  a physician.  Entering  the  state  and 
county  in  1880,  as  he  did,  and  passing  four 
years  in  Garvdn  and  nine  years  in  the  village 
of  Cottondale,  since  1893  Paradise  has  num- 
bered Dr.  Alorton  among  her  own  and  in  this 
vicinity  he  has  achieved  most  of  his  substantial 
success. 

North  Caiolina  was  the  mother  state  of  the 
Alortons  of  this  American  branch.  William 
Alorton,  an  Irishman  and  the  great-grandfather 
of  the  doctor,  settled  on  the  coast  of  the  Tar 
Heel  state  early  in  the  history  of  our  republic 
and  from  there  his  son,  William,  emigrated  to 
Tennessee,  where,  in  Pulaski  county,  his  son 
William,  father  of  our  subject,  was  born.  Will- 
iam the  second  left  his  North  Carolina  home  at 
about  fourteen  years  of  age  and  no  trace  of  his 
deserted  relatives  seems  to  have  been  kept. 
He  married  a Aliss  Brown  in  Tennessee,  reared 
a large  family  and  followed  inill-wrighting  and 
carj:)entering  and  finally  removed  to  Fayette 
county,  Alabama,  where  he  died  . 

William  Morton,  father  of  the  doctor,  was 
born  in  1812  and  passed  his  active  life  in  Fay- 
ette county,  Alabama.  Like  his  father,  he  was 
a mechanic,  a success  in  his  personal  affairs, 
public-spirited  and  stood  high.  lie  was  de- 
cidedly religious  and  held  to  the  doctrines  of 
Alethodism.  He  married  Nanc\'  AIcCraw',  a 
daughter  of  Thomas  AIcCraw.  who  died  in 
Perry  county,  Alabama,  in  1847.  Of  their 
union.  Thomas  W.  was  a Confederate  soldier 
and  died  during  the  war;  Martha  married  A.  J. 
Carroll  and  died  in  ^Alabama  ; Dr.  William  A. ; 
and  .\manda,  who  died  unmarried.  For  his 
second  wife  the  father  took  in  matrimony  Jane 
Rcedus.  The  children  of  this  union  were: 
Alice,  wife  of  Wesley  Alorris,  of  Portalcs,  New 
Alexico,  and  Jeff  W'.,  of  Jacksboro,  Texas. 

During  our  subject’s  youth  the  Alorton  fam- 
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ily  was  situated  in  the  rural  precincts  of  Fay- 
ette county  and  it  was  under  such  surroundings 
that  Dr.  William  A.  Morton  was  brought  up. 
His  educational  opportunities  had  been  con- 
fined to  the  proverbial  country  school  when 
the  war  of  the  rebellion  broke  out  and  as  he 
enlisted  at  once  for  the.  fray  experience  was 
his  teacher  for  the  next  four  years.  He  joined 
Company'  F,  Twenty-sixth  Alabama  infantry, 
Colonpl  O’Neal,  later  governor  of  the  state, 
and  the  regiment  became  a part  of  the  Anny' 
of  Northern  Virginia  until  toward  the  close  of 
the  war,  wdien  it  was  transferred  to  the  Army' 
of  the  Tennessee.  In  the  first  army  the  doctor 
fought  at  South  Mountain,  Sharpsburg,  Freder- 
icksburg, Chancellorsville  and  Gettyusburg  and 
in  the  second  army,  at  New  Hope  Church  on 
the  Atlanta  campaign  and  at  the  battles  of 
Franklin  and  Nashville,  after  the  fall  of' At- 
lanta. He  was  w'ounded  in  the  left  ankle  in  the 
latter  battle,  but  returned  to  his  command  after 
his  recovery  and  w'as  in  the  field  when  the  sur- 
render of  Lee  terminated  the  war. 

Further  resistance  being  futile,  our  subject 
left  Cuba  Station,  Alabama,  where  he  was  sur- 
rendered, returned  home  and  resumed  his 
acquaintance  with  the  work  of  the  farm.  The 
next  year  he  began  the  study  of  medicine  in 
the  office  of  Dr.  W.  L.  Morton,  of  V'ernon,  and 
w'hen  he  W'as  prepared  for  lectures  he  entered 
Louisville  Medical  College  and  received  his 
diploma  in  1875.  Being  equipped  for  his  life 
work,  the  doctor  located  at  Fayette  Conrtliou.se, 
the  capital  of  his  county,  and  ministered  to  the 
needs  of  that  community'  in  a professional  way 
until  his  departure  for  Texas  five  years  later. 
In  1894  he  formed  a partnership  w ith  Dr.  F'loy'd 
in  Paradise,  which  professional  relation  existed 
for  four  years,  and  since  then,  as  before,  he  has 
practiced  medicine  alone. 

In  October,  1867,  Dr.  Morton  married  Miss 
Jane  Moore,  a daughter  of  W.  O.  Moore,  wdiose 
family  was  originally  from  Tennessee,  but  wdio 
was  born  in  Fayette  county,  Alabama.  January 
19*  *837.  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Morton’s  children  are: 
W’illiam  O.,  a lawyer  of  Los  Angeles,  Califor- 
nia, married  first  Miss  Agnes  Tay  lor,  of  Fort 
Worth,  Texas,  and  they'  had  one  son,  W’illiani 
Taylor  Morton,  and  afterward  married  Miss 
Maud  Hunter;  Eula,  who  married  A.  A.  Edins 
and  died  January'  10,  1904,  the  mother  of  eight 
children,  w'hom  she  left  .in  Sterling  county, 
Texas;  White,  of  Hall  county',  Texas,  a farmer 
and  teacher,  married  to  Jessie  Gear;  Lillie,  wife 
of  G.  W.  Bass,  of  Hall  county  ; J.  Addison,  wdio 
died  at  the  age  of  sixteen  years ; Florence,  who 


passed  away  at  the  same  age,  and  Claud  B.,  a 
law  student  in  Los  Angeles,  California. 

While  putting  into  his  profession  all  the 
knowdedge  and  all  the  enthusiasm  of  his  sur- 
charged nature.  Dr.  Morton  has  ever  found  it 
convenient  and  a pleasure  to  i^articipate  in 
those  other  human  affairs  which  go  to  make  up 
a moral  and  upright  community.  No  personal 
asj)irations  seem  to  consume  him  beyond  his 
chosen  field  of  endeavor  and  when  he  has  taken 
any  active  hand  in  politics  it  was  to  help  right- 
eousness win  in  a contest  with  the  forces  of  evil. 
He  and  his  wife  are  communicants  at  the  Meth- 
odist table  and  their  offspring  have  been 
brought  up  to  know  the  truth  and  fear  God. 

WH.LIAJM  W.  LANGFORD,  son  of  one 
of  the  honored  pioneers  of  Mf)ntague  county', 
Texas,  w'as  born  in  Overton  county,  Tennessee, 
July'  2:^,  l.S.')8.  His  parents,  Thomas  and  Lizzie 
(Dillon)  Langford,  were  both  natives  of  Tcn- 
tiessec.  Wylie  Langford,  his  grandfather, 
went  from  Virginia  at  an  early  day  to  Tennes- 
see and  settled  on  what  w'as  then  the  frontier, 
wdiere  he  engaged  extensively'  in  farming.  Po- 
litically he  was  a Democrat  and  religiously  a 
member  of  the  Primitiv  e Baptist  church,  and 
both  in  politics  and  religion  his  children  and 
grandchildren  have  followed  the  example  of 
{heir  worthy  ancestor.  His  children  in  order 
of  birth  were:  Thoma.s.  Mat.  Barney.  George 
and  Betty. 

Thomas  Langford  in  his  early  manhood 
taught  school  and  also  carried  on  farming,  and 
during  the  war  of  the  rebellion  he  was  a con- 
script officer.  Being  in  a border  state,  he  sus- 
tained heavy  loss  by  the  foraging  of  both  arm- 
ies, and  wdieii  he  returned  lumie  at  the  close 
of  the  war  his  property'  was  in  a dilajiidated 
condition.  He  resumed  farming  and  did  some 
repairing,  but  the  change  in  affairs  at  the  old 
home  made  it  unde.sirable,  and  in  1867  he  sold 
out  and  moved  over  into  Kentucky,  where  he 
remained  two  years.  In  1869  he  came  to  Texas, 
locating  first  in  Denton  county,  where  he  re- 
mained three  vears.  In  187V  he  moved  to 
Montague  county,  and  settled  m the  vicinity  of 
where  Bonita  has  since  Ijeen  built.  There  were 
then  but  few  settlers  here.  His  first  location  was 
made  on  school  land,  which  claim  he  subse- 
qiienlly  sold,  after  which  he  lioiight  a half 
section  of  land  near  by',  which  he  developed 
into  a good  farm,  where  he  passed  the  remain- 
ing years  of  his  life,  and  where  he  died  in 
Tune,  188V.  .'\fter  his  location  in  IHontague 
county  he  taught  school  one  term,  but  with 
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thai  cxcepuoi:  lus  whole  lime  aiul  aitention 
was  g-i\en  lo  a^rieultural  pursuits.  He  was 
an  ank'iit  Deinuorat.  A bile  in  Tennessee  he 
served  a.s  justice  <'!  the  peace  fur  a number  of 
years  and  after  his  levcation  in  .Montag^ue  coun- 
ty he  filled  the  <.ltice  of  county  commissioner,' 
In  his  life  he  ewemjdifietl  the  l.eachings  of  his 
church,  and  his  many  esiirnahle  cjualitics  won 
him  the  respect  of  all  who  knew  him.  His 
widovv  survived  him  until  1894.  Her  family,  the 
Dillon.s,  also  ere  early  scttler.s  of  Tennesse, 
ao']  she  wa.>  the  sixth  born  of  seven  children, 
namely ; Thomas,  Squire,  Eliza.  Ade.  Bird. 
Lizzie  and  Dicia.  'riicmias  and  Lizzie  L-ang- 
forc!  were  the  parents  of  nine  children:  Jane, 
wife  of  G.  Howard:  GefTge.  a resident  of  Mon- 
tague ctinnty  : Samuel,  w ho  died  at  the  age  of 
twenty-one  t'cars : .Xancy.  wife  of  J.  Howard: 
Bird.  \vho  has  been  twice  married,  first  lo  Mr. 
Wakefield  and  after  his  death  to  a Air.  Mc- 
Adams: M illiatn  A\'..  whose  name  introduces 
this  sketch:  TlK-riias,  a resiUem  <>f  Bonita ; 

Enoch,  of  Oklahcuna;  and  Ca.sh,  a druggist  of 
Bcmita, 

William  \V.  Langford  moved  with  his  ptar- 
ents  from  I'eniicssee  to  Kentucky  and  then 
to  Texas,  being  ele\  en  t'ears  old  when  he  land- 
ed in  this  .state,  in  his  father’s  frontier  home 
he  grew  to  nianhood.  assisting  in  tlie  imjirove- 
ment  of  the  farm,  and  remaining  a member  of 
the  home  circle  until  1SS3,  when  he  married 
and  .settled  on  a farm  near  Bonita.  Five  vears 
later  he  sold  his  farm.  Then  he  bought  an- 
other place  on  which  he  lived  for  nine  years; 
bought  and  .sold  again,  and  finally,  in  August, 
1899.  purcha.sed  the  farm  on  which  he  now 
lives,  two  hundred  ami  eleven  acres  on  Farm- 
er’s Creek,  .-.even  mile.s  east  of  Nocona.  Onlv 
a few  improxemeiits  had  Iteen  rnakle  here  at 
the  time  Mr.  1-angford  came  into  ]>ossession  of 
this  property.  He  at  once  directed  his  energies 
to  the  task  at  development,  with  the  result 
that  he  now  has  a.  commodious  residence  and 
gCK'd  barn,  and  one  hundred  acres  under  ciilti- 
va.ticm,  producing  a diversity  of  crcijt.s.  Tn  con- 
nection with  his  brother  Cash.  Mr.  Langford 
Conducts  a drug  store  at  Bonita.  He  will  con- 
tinue to  reside,  however,  at  his  country  home, 
five  miles  from  Bcmita,  Like  his  father  and 
grandfather,  lie  is  a Democrat  and  a Baptist, 
being  identified  with  the  Missionart"  Baptists. 

XIr,  I.angford  married  Miss  Mittie  God- 
lev,  a native  of  Jzmisiana,  born  June  I,  1864, 
daughter  of  james  B.  ami  Mirom  (.Simmons) 
Godley.  Her  parents,  natives  of  Georgia,  went 
to  Louisiana  in  early  life,  where  they  were 
married  and  tvhere  ,Mr.  Godley  vva.s  a promi- 


nent planter,  owning  a number  of  slaves  :t 
tile  time  the  war  cu'  the  relidlicm  c.anie  on. 
He  served  all  through  the  war  as  a Confederate 
soldier,  alvvavvs  in  Ihe  front  ranks,  participat- 
ing in  many  hoth'  contested  battles.  Return- 
ing home  at  the  close  of  hostilities,  he  found 
his  slases  freed  and  hi.--  propierty  in  a ruined 
condition.  .After  rein:uuing  there  a few  clears, 
lie  sold  out  and  came  lo  Texas,  and  here  in  Fain 
nin  county  he  began  life  anew.  He  built  a 
gin  which  he  conducted  successfully  in  con- 
nection with  farming  operations  until  18S9, 
when  he  sold  out  and  came  to  Alontague  coun- 
ty; bought  land,  erected  buildings  and  made 
improvements,  and  here  he  has  since  lived, 
carri’ing  on  general  fanning  and  stock-raising. 
He  is  a member  of  the  Missionary  Bapitist 
church,  lo  which  his  g<H>d  wife  also  belonged. 
She  dieil  December  ‘lo,  1904.  Her  father, 
Mitchell  .Simmons,  was  a planter  of  Louisiana 
and  later  of  Gratson  county,  Texas.  At  the 
time  of  his  death  he  was  engaged  in  the  hard- 
ware business  in  .Savoy.  Texas.  Airs.  Godley 
was  the  second  born  in  her  family  of  eight 
children,  namely;  Grisham,  Alirom,  John.  \Vil- 
liam,  Elias,  Alartha,  IMitchcll  and  Akillie.  The 
children  of  James  Godley  and  wife  are:  Airs. 
Ella  Prather,  Airs.  Alittie  Langford,  DIrs.  Edna 
Dozier,  Thomas  Grisham.  Mrs.  Alatt  Arm- 
strong, and  Mrs.  Inez  Moore.  Air.  and  Mrs. 
Langford  have  eight  children,  viz:  James. 

William,  Lilia,  Cash,  Ed  W.,  Stella.  Inez  and 
Mittie. 

GEORGE  B.  WADE,  AI.  D.  W e arc  in- 
debted to  the  honored  jtrofession  our  subject 
represents  for  great  good  to  the  world  and  in- 
numerable blessings  to  buman  kind.  With  its 
modern  discoveries  the  ravages  of  disease  have 
been  mitigated,  surgery  has  given  us  a new 
lease  on  life  and  the  contagions  which  once 
swept  us  into  eternity  have  Itecome  as  haniile.ss 
as  the  air  we  breathe.  The  ])ractice  of  medicine 
in  this  age  consists  in  humanely  aiding  nature 
tc>  throw  off  our  afflictions  am]  rest(>re  iK'rina! 
conditions  without  resort  to  the  Itrutalities  of 
the  dark  ages  or  the  super.stitions  of  our  fore- 
fathers of  the  cenluric.s  just  j)assed.  \\  hile  <lis- 
eases  :secm  to  have  multiplied  and  their  viru- 
lence sometimes  iiicrexi.sed.  -science  has  placed 
medicine  in  control,  and  the  physician  of  today 
as  compared  with  the  jihysician  of  the  blood- 
letting era  of  the  eighteenth  century  is  as  day- 
light compared  to  the  darkness  of  night. 

With  the  present  enlightened  age  Nature 
has  decreed  that  Dr.  Wade  shall  be  associated. 
The  journey  from  the  farm  to  the  physician’s 
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chair  inriiuled  a .'.ca-son  of  pro{e^;^^onal  reading 
with  Dr.  Irwin,  of  Patonville,  Texas,  a course 
of  lectures  in  the  Missouri  Medical  College  at 
St.  Lotii.s  and  a finishing  course  in  the  Cniver- 
•sity  of  Temie.Ssce  at  Nashville.  hile  he  en- 
gaged in  the  practice  at  times  on  his  way  to- 
ward a fuil-riedged  member  of  the  cult,  he  en- 
tered the  work  in  all  .seriousness  at  Bagota, 
Texas,  in  1890,  at  once  upon  completing  his 
course.  For  seven  years  he  adinini.stered  to 
the  wants  and  needs  of  the  distres.sed  and  phys- 
ically afliicted  at  Hagota,  when  a rc-laxatiuu  of 
his  bodily  vigor  forced  him  to  seek  a different 
climate  and  he  located  in  Jacksboro  in  iSetO. 
In  Jack  count}'  the  doctor'.--  jiersonality  and  hi;- 
professional  aUainment.--  drew  him  into  a grati- 
hing  i.iracticc  ami  his  familiar  countenance  is 
known  in  many  homes  at  every  fioint  of  the 
compass,  even  lieyoud  the  limits  of  his  count}'. 
To  better  fit  him  for  his  calling,  in  1898  and  in 
ictoo,  he  took  po.st  graduate  work  in  the 
Chicago  Polyclinic,  and  in  1902  at  the  I’o.ly- 
dinic  at  New  (. irleans.  He  is  local  surgeon  for 
the  Rock  Island  Railroad,  and  for  eight  years 
was  health  officer  and  physician  for  Jack 
county,  resigning  and  recommending  his  suc- 
cessor in  1905. 

Dr.  Wade  was  born  in  Person  county,  North 
Carc)lina,  June  15,  1864.  His  family  was  one 
of  the  old  ones  of  the  Tar  Heel  state  and  his 
father,  Richard  A.  W'ade,  and  his  mother.  IMag- 
gie  .Adams,  were  born  in  the  .same  county  with 
himself.  The  Wades  and  the  Adams  were 
agricultural  people,  and  in  1870  Richard  and 
Maggie  Wade  brought  their  family  to  fexas 
and  located  in  Lamar  county,  where  they  con 
tinned  farming  and  died,  the  former  in  1893  at 
seventy-five  years,  and  the  latter  in  1897,  at 
seventy-four  years  of  age.  Of  their  children. 
Sallie  married  George  B.  Bolton  and  Martha 
became  the  whfe  of  J.  C.  Bolton,  both  of  Lamar 
county ; John  A.  is  a farmer  in  Coleman  county. 
Texas;  Mary  died  as  the  first  wife  of  J.  C. 
Bolton,  before  named ; Ab  B.,  of  Delta  county : 
liichard  H.  dit*d  in  Lamar  county;  and  .Maggie, 
who  married  John  Howard  and  resides  in  Cole- 
man county,  Texas. 

The  rural  schools  provided  Dr.  Wade  with 
his  elementary  education  and  he  quit  the  farm 
at  twenty-three  years  of  age  and  took  up  medi- 
cal studies  in  preparation  for  his  life  work. 
After  he  located  in  Jacksboro  he  returned  to 
Lamar  county  and  married,  January  7,  1897, 
Miss  Jennie  Bentley,  a daughter  of  E.  R.  Bent- 
ley, who  settled  in  Lamar  county  from  Arkan- 
sas. Mrs.  Wade  was  bom  in  Lamar  county, 
Texas,  as  was  her  mother,  Mary  E.,  a daughter 


of  Dr.  Burris.  George  Bentley  is  Dr.  and  Mr-. 
Wadc’.s  only  child. 

Aside  from  his  profe.ssional  duties  Dr.  Wade 
has  given  some  attention  to  rural  pursuits  in 
Jack  craiiit},  hav  ing  a fanri  rit  more  than  a half 
-vctioii  and  i.wniug  in  addilit-n  a section  and 
a half  in  Cro.sby  county.  He  is  ex.amiucr  for 
.some  of  the  strong  in.surance  .societies  and  for 
the  Woodmen  and  is  Entered  Apprentice  iit 
Masonry. 

ALFRED  G.  SMITH.  A successful  farmer 
of  Jack  Count}'  wh-'i  ha-  jias.sed  from  the  de- 
pendence of  childhood  to  a .--nbstanti.al  and.  in- 
'lependenl  station  in  middle  life  without  the  aid 
i.if  itarenlal  iniltience  or  -direction,  and  one 
whose  efforts  seem  to  h.ave  been  providentially 
Vilessed,  so  marked  has  been  his  agricrdiural 
achievements,  is  Alfred  G.  Smith,  mentioned 
as  the  subject  of  this  biographical  reference. 
Left  tr;  the  care  and  consideration  of  grand- 
parent- in  infancy  ami  abused  by  lack  of  in- 
terest and  po.sitive  neglect,  he  cast  off  hi.s  re- 
lations in  childhood  and  since  the  age  of  thir- 
teen years  has  weathered  the  storms  of  a-iver- 
,sity  and  stemmed  oppo.sing  and  contrary  cur- 
rents .so  as  to  anchor  his  life  craft  in  s.afe  waters 
and  be  reckoned  among  the  successful  iiaviga- 
ti.rs  of  hi.-  count}  '-  rural  craft. 

..\hout  1850  l.)avid  Smith,  our  suhject’s 
father.  went  into  Lecm  county  and  there  hired 
to  the  \\  idow  Laiulcrdalc  to  do  the  work  of 
her  farm.  In  1858  he  married  her  and,  at  the 
ofiening  of  tlie  n'hellion.  entered  the  army  and 
.she  soon  afterward  died,  .'^he  was  Pliche 
ilauglUvT  of  jo.sepi)  Hen.-on,  Sr.,  widelv  known 
a.s  a Jack  coiini}'  ])ionecr.  l\lrs.  .Smith  was  born 
in  Alabama,  and  Ity  her  first  husband  was  the 
mother  of  IMarv  'F.,  wife  of  A.  T.  Alien,  of 
Venus,  Arkansas,  and  .Sarah  I.,  wife  of  Itloses 
Rhoades,  of  Placen  ille,  Colorado. 

Although  his  advent  date.-  from  an  infant 
of  one  }'car  l\Ir.  Smith  is  numbered  among  the 
pioneer.s  of  hi.s  county.  He  was  born  in  Leon 
county,  near  Ferguson  Prairie.  December  ii. 
1859,  the  only  child  of  his  jiarent-’  marriage, 
and  a ten  month-’  schooling,  whicli  he  paid  for 
himself,  was  the  l.icst  educational  advantage  he 
had.  When  his  mother  died,  in  iSbt.  his  father, 
David  Smith,  wa-  in  the  Confederate  army  and 
Joseph  Henson,  his  maternal  grandfather, 
claimed  him  and  brought  him  to  Jack  county, 
to  his  home  on  Carroll  creek.  There,  on  what 
is  now  part  of  the  Hensley  ranch,  he  can  be 
said  to  have  grown  up.  with  little  raising  other 
than  his  boyhood  judgment  would  direct.  He 
was  destined  to  gain  little  knowledge  from 
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hooks  anil  from  tlic  time  he  left  his  home  until 
his  niarria<je  he  wiarked  for  wages  on  a farm  or 
a ranch.  From  this  source  he  .seemed  not  to 
accumulate,  hut  to  gradually  sink  into  debt  and 
when  he  took  him  a wife  three  hundred  a,nd 
fifty  dollars  was  needed  to  start  him  even  with 
the  world.  For  a time  he  rented  land  on  Car- 
roll  creek  and  then  moved  to  the  West  Fork 
and  in  J884  took  possession  of  a tract  of  land 
he  acquired  on  the  Antelope  road,  nine  miles 
northwest  of  the  county  scat.  Here  he  felt 
himself  gather  financial  strength  and  the  efforts 
Ilf  himself  and  faithful  wife  met  their  reason- 
able reward.  Except  for  six  years  spent  in  Jacks- 
boro,  where  no  financial  advantage  was  gained, 
he  has  been  busy  with  the  transformation  of 
the  wild  and  tree-covered  landscape  into  a 
fruitful  and  productive  farm.  Tract  after  tract 
has  been  added  to  the  tax  roll  in  his  name  un- 
til fourteen  hundred  and  seven  acres  are  em- 
braced in  his  estate. 

Mr.  Smith  married,  February'  15,  1880,  Miss 
Elizabeth  Graves,  a sister  of  Miles  A.  Graves, 
mentioned  also  in  this  work.  Mrs.  Smith  was 
born  September  15.  1864,  and  <lied  February'  10, 
1899.  She  left  children,  E).  Oscar,  IMaud  L., 
Lena  A.,  A.  Jasper,  Fred  and  Frank,  twins; 
La  Fayette  and  Lydia  Jewell.  Opho  A.  and 
Hallie  pas.sed  away  before  their  mother.  Mr. 
Smith  has  held  himself  strictly'  to  the  duties  of 
a well-managed  farm : hence  his  commendable 
success.  He  has  almost  eschewed  politics,  but 
church  work  has  ever  made  a demand  upon  His 
attention  and  time.  He  has  ItrouglU  uj>  his 
family  in  the  fear  of  God  and  he  worships  the 
Master  as  a member  of  the  Methodist  church. 

J.V.MES  11.  SI'I\'EV.  Since  the  opening 
years  of  llie  nineteenth  century  the  Spiveys,  of 
u horn  cmr  suliject  i.s  a lineal  de.scendant,  have 
scattercil  to  various  and  reim»te  parts  of  the 
.American  continent,  and  each  succeeding  gen- 
eration has  furnished  a slip  to  graft  the  family' 
' <n  t<)  some  new  comniunit>  and  thus  infuse  new 
blood  and  new  \ igor  into  ever-changing  and 
restless  society.  During  the  period  above  noted 
ilie  forefathers  of  the  subject  of  this  review 
were  fa.stened,  as  planters,  to  the  soil  of  North 
Carolina,  where  the  family  was  founded  about 
the  birth  of  or  iluring-  the  infant  years  of  our 
rt])ublic. 

Lovett  S[iivey,  grandfather  of  our  subject, 
was  bc-rn  in  this  favored  locality  of  the  old  Tar 
11(h1  state.  \\  hen  a young  man  we  find  him 
living  m Coffey  county,  Tennessee,  where  his 
son  \\  ilham  was  fiorn.  Of  his  children,  W^ill- 
iam.  father  oi  our  subject,  and  Henry'  met  ac- 


cidental deaths  in  Drew  county,  Arkansas,  from 
damps  in  a well ; James  also  died  in  Arkansas; 
David  was  killed  in  the  Confederate  service; 
Jane;  Jennie  married  J.  R.  Stewart,  of  Waxa- 
liachie.  Texas;  and  John  R.  resides  at  Ham- 
burg, Arkansas.  Lovett  Spivey  finally  moved 
out  to  Drew  county',  .Arkansas.  He  was  count- 
ed among  the  moderately  successful  farmers 
where  he  lived  before  the  war  and  lost  some 
slave  property  in  consequence  of  that  struggle. 

William  Spivey  was  reared  in  his  native 
stale  and  was  only  twenty-eight  years  old  at 
death.  He  married  Nancy  Richardson,  a 
daughter  of  George  Richardson,  of  Coffey 
county,  Tennessee,  and  his  widow  lives  in  Jack 
county,  Texas,  in  the  company'  of  her  children. 
At  his  death  Mr.  Spivey  was  the  father  of 
George,  who  was  killed  at  the  Jenkins  Ferry 
fight  during  the  Civil  war;  James  H..  our  sub- 
ject ; Annie,  wife  of  James  Taliaferro,  of  Louis- 
ville, Kentucky,  and  Lovett  and  William,  farm- 
ers of  Finis,  Texas. 

James  H.  Spivey  remained  with  the  home 
circle  until  past  his  majority  and  then  took  up 
the  work  of  the  farm  for  himself.  He  was 
horn  in  DeSoto  county.  Mississippi,  August  27. 
1848.  and  the  next  year  his  j>arents  removed  to 
Drew  county',  Arkansas.  The  rural  schools  of 
the  time  gave  him  his  educational  equipment 
and  at  twenty-five  years  of  age  he  married  and 
estaldi.shed  a new'  home  in  the  locality'  where 
he  was  brought  ufi.  Hi.s  wife  was  Rachel  Har- 
rison. a daughter  of  George  Harrison,  who  .set- 
tled there  from  Afarsliall  county,  Missi.ssippi, 
where  -Mrs.  Spivey  was  born  in  1852.  Their 
weilding  occurred  in  October,  1873,  and  their 
children  are:  Carrie,  wife  of  G.  M.  Jenkins, 

of  Temple,  Oklahoma,  with  issue,  Inia,  Morris 
and  James;  Hugh,  a clerk  in  Jack.sboro;  Will- 
iam. who  is  just  out  of  schcfol ; and  George  and 
Ray  comj)lete  the  list. 

In  1880  l\Ir.  Spivey'  c.nme  to  Texas  and  set- 
tled at  Finis,  in  Jack  county',  and  resided  in  that 
locality  until  1894.  when  he  removed  to  a small 
])lace  and  a new  one  near  the  limits  of  the 
county  .seat.  Here  he  began  the  building  of  a 
home  and  has  added  other  parcels  of  land,  as 
his  finance.s  warranted,  until  three  hundred 
acres  constitute  his  well-improved  homestead, 
lie  is  a stockholder  in  the  Jacksboro  Mill  and 
Elevator  Company',  a Democrat  in  politics  and 
has  served  many  years  as  a trustee  of  the  Jacks- 
horo  RchcH>Es. 

J AAIES  .McDONOUG  1 1 .MADDOX.  In  the 
subject  of  this  notice  i.s  jtresented  an  cx-sheriff 
<4  Jack  county  and  a retired  farmer,  whose 
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residence  within  the  comity  dates  from  the 
year  l88o,  when  he  settled  on  Keechie  cr.eek, 
thirteen  miles  south  of  the  county  seat.  For 
twenty  years  he  was  engaged  in  stock-farming, 
four  years  of  which  time  he  was  grazing  his 
cattle  on  the  range  south  of  Carlsbad,  New 
Mexico,  disposing  of  his  • marketable  product 
largely  where  it  was  made  ready  for  sale.  Since 
taking  up  his  residence  in  Jacksboro,  however, 
his  interests  have  extended  to  farming  his  land 
and  to  the  care  of  the  few  stock  necessary  -to 
graze  off  a small  tract.  From  1880  to  1888  the 
firm  of  Maddox  & Van  Sl^’ke  were  well  known 
in  the  south  part  of  Jack  county,  Mr.  V'an 
Slyke  having  established  himself  there  prior 
to  the  entry  of  Mr.  J\Iaddox  to  the  county.  In 
1886  the  firm  drove  a bunch  of  cattle  to  Chc}-- 
enne,  Wyoming,  to  market  and  .Mr.  Jiladdox 
succeeded  the  lirm  two  years  later  and  con- 
ducted its  affairs  without  special  incident  the 
succeeding  twelve  years. 

Mr.  Maddox  came  to  Texas  from  Claibourn 
parish,  I^iuisiana,  where  he  grew  up.  but  his 
birth  occurred  in  Throop  county.  Georgia, 
July  26,  1843.  father  was  Edward  Mad- 

dox, bom  in  Cumberland  county,  Virginia,  in 
1799,  and  his  grandfather,  Notley  Maddox,  was 
for  six  years  and  a half  in  the  artillery  service 
during  the  Revolutionary  war.  The  latter  took 
his  family  into  North  Carolina  and  settled  on 
the  Yadkin  river  in  the  early  part  of  the  nine- 
teenth century  and  he  died  there,  the  father  of 
John,  who  died  in  F’utnam  county,  Georgia,  as 
did  his  brother,  Alexander;  Edward,  who  died 
in  Clailxmrn  pari.sh,  Louisiana,  in  i8fi6;  Xot- 
ley.  who  passed  away  in  Harris  county.  Geor- 
gia; Samuel,  of  East  Texas,  and  Mrs.  Emily 
Saddler,  who  passed  aw'ay  in  Putnam  county, 
Georgia.  Edward  Maddox  led  a plain  coun- 
try life,  was  limitedly  schooled  as  a youth  and 
settled  in  Georgia.  He  acquired  slave  property, 
as  was  the  custom  of  the  thrifty  farmer  of  the 
south  before  the  war.  lie  removed  to  Louisi- 
ana, and  there  his  life  ended.  He  was  a Whig 
in  politics  in  early  life,  and  was  a member  of 
the  Methodist  church  for  seventy-eight  }'ears 
and  a devout  Christian.  He  married  Frances 
Sale,  who  died  in  Arkansas  in  1872,  and  their 
children  were:  William  A.,  whose  life  ended 

in  Fort  Worth  in  1904,  was  an  Arkansas  colonel 
in  the  Confederate  army;  Robert  F.,  who  died 
at  Atlanta,  Georgia,  in  180)9.  was  colonel  of  the 
Forty-second  Georgia  during  the  war;  Seman- 
tha  E.,  wife  of  Thomas  Scott,  of  .Atlanta,  Arkan- 
sas; Payton  P.,  adjutant  of  the  Ninth  I.ouisiana 
Confederate  service,  died  in  Fort  Worlb  in 
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1873  ; P-ettie  J.  died  in  Harri.-,  county,  Georgia,  in 
1859.  as  Mrs.  Dr.  Wallace,  and  J.'unes  AL.  ul  thi.s 
notice. 

( 'n  the  farm  in  Georgia  and  in  Louisiana  oi,ir 
subject  came  to  mature  years  and  in  the  rural 
schools  he  oldained  his  education,  concluding 
his  school  career  even  after  the  war.  At  the 
age  of  -seventeen  he  enlisleil  at  Camp  M<y.)rc, 
Louisiana,  in  1861,  in  Company  I,  Seventeenth 
Louisiana,  Ccdonel  S.'S.  Hnrd,  and  fought  at 
Shiloh  and  Port  Gibson  and  was  surrremlered 
by  General  Pemberton  at  Vicksburg,  paroled 
and  later  exchanged  and  the  regiment  was  re- 
organizeil  west  of  the  Alississipj)i  river,  but  iin 
more  engagements  were  partici])afed  in  and 
when  the  breakup  came  he  went  back  to  cnil 
life  on  the  farm.  Remaining  in  Louisiana  until 
1872,  .Mr.  Maddox  then  came  to  Texas  and 
passed  a year  in  Fannin  county.  Going  then  to 
Fort  W'orth  he  engaged  in  the  livery  business 
on  Rusk  street,  the  firm  being  W.  &.  J.  Alad- 
dt>x,  and  after  seven  years  there  he  came  to 
Jack  county  and  bought  land  and  took  up  the 
stock  business  on  Keecbi  as  already  narrated 
above. 

October  29,  1872,  in  P.onham,  Texas,  Air. 
Aladdox  married  Frances  A.  White,  a daughter 
of  Richard  and  Sarah  (Snead)  White.  The 
father  was  Ix)rn  in  Georgia,  moved  to  Louisi- 
ana and  was  a farmer.  Airs.  Aladdo.x  was  born 
in  Georgia  Xoveuiber  i,  1849,  of  five 

children  and  the  onh  one  liv  ing.  I'lie  i.ssue  of 
.Mr.  and  Airs.  Aladdox:  Pearl,  who  died  in 

February,  K)05,  as  the  wife  of  E.  II.  llarliii  ; 
Albert  Payton,  of  Denton  comity,  Texas: 
Maud,  wife  Frank  E.  Graham,  of  jacksboro; 
Walter,  who  married  Maggie  Oats  and  resides 
on  his  father's  farm,  as  does  Richard  W. : Sallie 
V.  and  John  \V.  are  at  the  parental  home.  In 
his  political  relations  to  Jack  county  Air.  Alad- 
do.x has  always  taken  a lively  interest  and  in 
1900  he  was  elected  sheriff  and  collector  and 
served  two  years.  He  then  went  into  the  gro- 
cert'  business  in  Jackslxm)  and  later  into  the 
grain  business,  but  is  now  retired. 

JOHN  ALSWERl)  TTENSLEA'.  It  is  fit- 
ting to  review  the  career  of  a native  son  of  Jack 
county,  whose  childhood  began  amidst  the 
wild  scenes  of  frontier  life  and  whose  youthful 
labors  and  eflttrts  r>f  early  manhood  were  an 
active  force  in  the  promotion  of  one  of  the 
mosl  successful  venture,'  conceived  and  brought 
to  maturity  within  the  limits  of  the  conntv. 
AA'hile  his  efforts  were  active  the  force  they 
propelled  was  a silent  one  for  years,  yet  it  ever 
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counted  tov\  ard  ihc  rinal  results  and  Ittlped 
to  make  J.>hn  Hensley,  his  father,  famous  as  a 
cov.nian  in  Jack  <-onnty, 

\s  alrctidy  ini!icate<l,  John  A,  Iknsley  was 
born  in  Jack  county  and  his  birth  occur>red 
Jatiuary  29,  zS68.  His  father  entered  tfie  coun- 
ty as  a genuine  pioneer  and  his  record  is  .set  out 
at  some  length  on  another  page  of  this  work. 
Five  miles  east  of  facksboro,  cjn  Carroll  creek, 
was  tliC  scene  of  our  sii|)ject\  childhood  days 
and  the  fttolprintb  of  hi.s  innocent  i.lay.s  may 
yet  linger  along  the  banks  of  that  harmle.ss 
and  rippling  stream.  His  days  of  pupilage  in 
the  rural  schools  having  been  finished,  he  joined 
in  the  o>w  chase  while  he  was  yet  far  beneath 
his  majority  year.s.  The  college  at  Thorp 
Springs  and  the  Southwestern  1,’nivcr.sity  at 
Georgetown  served  to  ground  him  well  as  a 
student  and  he  cap-sheafed  his  college  career 
with  a course  in  Johiison'.s  Business  College 
in  St.  Lt)t]is,  Miss(turi.  The  Hcnsley'^  ranch, 
embracing  forty-eight  hundred  acres,  received 
him  when  his  education  was  completed  and 
with  its  affairs  he  is  yet  an  active  factor.  In 
1896  Hensley  vG  Son,  John  and  John  A.,  were 
engaged,  in  the  hardware  business  in  Jacksboro 
and  disposed  of  their  interests  in  1897.  In  190.4 
our  subject  was  engaged  in  the  retail  meat 
business  in  the  county  seat,  and  for  four  years 
he  has  managed  the  Hensley  Brothers  ice  and 
light  |>lant  in  the  same  town.  Together  with 
Hickman  and  ‘'Biff.”  his  brothers,  he  is  also 
engaged  in  the  stock  business  and  thus  the 
hours  of  his  daily  life  are  devoted  to  active  in- 
dustrious pursuits, 

October  20.  1888,  Mr.  Hensiey^  was  united  in 
marriage,  in  Young  county,  Texas,  with  Miss 
Emma  Terrell,  a daughter  of  the  Fort  Worth 
pioneer,  Ed  Terrell,  of  Belknap.  Texas.  Mr. 
Terrell  was  a merchant  in  Fort  Worth  in 
pioneer  days,  hut  many  years  since  identified 
hirn.self  with  't  oimg  county,  rvhere  his  sons  are 
among  the  well  known  cattlemen  of  the  county, 
liir.  Hensley  is  a ilasier  Mason  and  a Demo- 
crat, and  his  interests  art  allied  with  the  pro- 
gressive and  moral  elements  of  hi.s  county. 

JOHX  PRICE  HAYTF.R.  For  more  than  a 
half  score  of  years  the  sufject  of  this  review 
has  been  prominently  identified  with  the  busi- 
iies."  affairs  of  Decatur,  and  among  his  many 
achievements  here  the  building  up  of  the  chief 
retail  drug  hou-se  on  the  Fort  W'orlh  and  Den- 
ver mad  in  Texas,  the  manufacture  and  dis- 
tribution of  the  famous  Finley  Ev'c  Salve, 
brin.giug  to  his  town  the  honor  and  rli.stinction 
of  the  presidency  of  the  State  Pharmaceutical 


,\ss(,)ciati()n,  ami  his  elevation  to  the  chief  niag- 
i'-iracy  «.f  his  favorite  city'  arc  noteworthy  in 
the  bc-giiiiiing  and  .seme  mark  John  1’.  Hai'ter 
ar.  a progressive,  capable  and  fearless  citizen 
and  man  of  affair.s. 

A natiie  Texan,  he  was  born  near  Whites- 
boro,  t.wayson  county,  November  23,  1862,  of 
pioneer  parents.  Thomas  M.  and  Sarah  (How- 
ard) llayder.  who  settled  near  Cordonville  in 
1856.  The  parents  were  originally  from  Liv- 
ing.sion,  Tennessee.  Inn  iniiigrafed  from  there 
in  the  early  fifties  and  settled  for  a time  near 
Walnut  Grove.  Missouri,  and  from  that  point 
came  to  Texas  and  .settled  on  a new  farm  in  ( iray- 
son  countyn  This  farm  they  improved,  reared 
their  family  upon  and  there  died,  the  father 
in  1001,  and  the  mother  in  1902. 

Thomas  M.  Haytcr  was  born  in  1819,  laid  the 
foundation  for  a good  education  in  his  youth 
and  ser\ed  in  the  Me.xican  war  from  his  na- 
tive .state.  He  was  a .successful  farmer  and 
when  the  issue  of  slavery  divided  our  country 
he  took  the  southern  end  of  the  dilemma,  while 
some  of  his  brothers  in  .Missouri  served  with 
the  Federal  arms.  He  w'as  not  in  the  army^ 
himself  but  lent  eiiconragement  to  the  cause 
and  united  his  influence  with  the  Democratic 
part}'  when  civil  affairs  were  restored  in  the 
state.  His  ancestors  were  subjects  of  the  Brit- 
ish crown  who  sought  America  during  colonial 
times  and  foiindeil  the  New  World  branch  of 
this  worthy  family.  The  issue  of  the  mar- 
riage of  Thomas  IM.  and  Sarah  Havter  were : 
'Bud,”  a farmer  of  Gordonsville,  Texas;  James 
M.  and  William  M.,  of  Spring  Creek,  Texas; 
Annie,  wife  of  Thomas  B.  (livens,  of  Roff,  In- 
dian Territory;  Harriett,  who  married  J.  K. 
Stallings,  of  Mannsville.  Indian  Territory : 
John  P.,  of  this  sketch  : ami  Roliert  L.,  of  Bine 
Ridge,  Te.xas. 

'I'hc  farm  was  the  birthplace  and  plavground 
of  John  P.  Haytcr  and  the  country  log  school 
house  his  acavlcmy  and  college.  E'litil  twenty- 
four  year.'  of  age  he  rctnaiiied  with  the  farm, 
at  which  time  and  with  a capital  of  fifty-five 
'd.ollars  he  established  himself  in  the  drug  busi- 
ness in  Gordonsville,  in  'the  neighborhood 
where  he  grew  up.  He  was  elected  justice  of 
the  peace  at  this  time  and  the  two  departure.s 
gai’e  him  a new  and  valuable  experience  in 
dealing  with  men.  He  remained  in  Gordons- 
ville three  years  and  in  Whitesboro  fi'ur  years 
ami  then  came  to  Decatur  and  purchased  the 
stock  of  J.  W.  Sparrow  and  Companyg  which 
he  made  the  popular  drug  house  of  Decatur 
and  one  of  the  largest  and  best  known  in  this 
part  of  the  state.  He  conducted  this  establish- 
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mcnt  until  tlic  mouth  of  ( hctohcr,  1904,,  when 
he  di.sposed  of  it  to  devote  hi.s  time  more  fully 
to  the  manufacture  of  Ins  eye  sahe,  its  mail- 
order business  and  t<i  the  various  other  busi- 
ness matters  with  which  he  is  connected. 

The  Finley  Eye  Salve,  on  which  i\fr.  ilayter 
owns  the  pateul,  is  a remedy  widely  known 
and  extetisively  advertise*!,  and  the  name  of 
J.  P.  Hayter  is  a household  word  in  thousands 
of  coniimuiitics  all  over  our  broad  laud.  For 
sixteen  years  he  has  pushed  its  merits,  and  an 
almost  pherKiiueiiai  Imsiness  has  been  the  out- 
growth of  his  truth-telling  crusade. 

The  fact  of  his  engaging  in  the  drug  busi- 
ness brought  Mr.  Hayter  into  contact  with  the 
Phamiaceutieal  .Vssociaiion  of  the  state  of 
Texas.  He  became  a member  of  it  in  Ihihi  and 
his  proverbial  good  nature,  congeniality  and 
business  sagacity  jtrompteti  the  association  to 
attach  him  to  its  official  family.  For  three 
years  he  served  as  its  vice  president,  and  in 
June.  lOU."),  he  was  elected  president  of  the  as-  * 
sciciatioii.  an  office  entailing  a responsibility 
over  several  millimi  dollars  worth  of  property 
and  of  vita!  con.sequence  to  the  drug  trade  of 
the  Empire  State  1 >f  the  Sonthwe.st.  He  became 
a member  of  the  Tri-C(iunty  Retail  Drug  as- 
sociation some  time  since  and  is  its  secretary 
and  treasurer.  I )ihcr  business  cinerpri.ses  find 
in  Mr.  Hayter  an  active  aid,  viz:  'I'he  Wise 

County  Home  Protective  Association,  of  which 
he  i.s  secretary,  and  the  Fdoine  Protective  Asso- 
ciation of  Texas,  tif  which  he  is  treasurer,  the 
First  National  Bank  of  Decatur,  of  which  he 
is  a director,  and  the  Decatur  I.and.  Loan  and 
Abstract  Company,  of  which  he  is  president 
and  manager.  He  i.-~  a director  of  the  Ray 
Hardware  Coin{)aiiy  of  Fort  Worth  and  of  the 
S.  i’.  Smith  Lumber  Company,  Decatur.  He  is 
master  of  finance  of  Decatur  Lodge,  K.  of  P., 
is  secretary  of  the  board  of  stewards,  Bowie 
District,  North  Texas  Conference  of  the  Mctl\- 
odist  Epi,scopal  church  and  chairman  of  the 
board  c>f  .stewards  td  the  IMetliodi.st  Episcopal 
church,  south,  of  Decatur. 

On  the  :?iid  of  November,  1883,  Mr.  Hayter 
married,  in  .Sunset.  'I'exas,  Miss  Jennie  Thom- 
a.son,  a daughter  of  Dr.  W.  F.  Thomason,  form- 
erly from  Tennessee.  This  union  has  resulted 
in  the  following  li\'ing  is.sue,  viz:  Chlora, 

Hrady.  Irma,  Lenella.  Sallie  May,  J.  P.  Jr.,  and 
Byrne. 

hile  our  subject  has  apparently  been  tvell 
occupied  in  a business  way  he  has  not  neglect- 
ed the  political  .side  of  his  nature,  lie  was 
rocked  in  the  cradle  of  Jeffersonian  principles 
and  l)reathed  the  ozone  of  the  primary'  prin- 


ciples of  Democracy  from  the  I'exas  air  ami  he 
has  a clear  title  to  his  claim.  His  political  ac- 
tion h:ts  been  such  as  tci  cv>nvince  his,  tfiwn.smen 
of  his  ab>olufe  siueeritv  and  honestv  and  they 
honored  him  with  ehetion  to  the  mayoralty 
of  l)ecati[r  in  April,  tOO.j.  With  iSir.  flayUer 
whatever  his  v\isdom  iii-jiirc.s  his  industry  ac- 
complishes. lie  has  an  abnormal  capacity  for 
labor  and  the  multifarious  duties  of  hi.s  various 
connections  are  attemlcil  to  with  a |)roiM ptiiess 
and  exportness  marking  the  versatility'  and 
adaptability  of  the  man. 

AI.FRED  T.  CASEY.  Among  tlie  young 
emigrants  of  nearly  thirty  years  ago  who  llockcd 
to  the  unbroken  prairies  of  the  Texas  fron- 
tier and  who  reveled  in  the  fine  shooting  of 
that  and  later  yu.ars,  and  evho  feasted  on  the 
choicest  game  of  the  land  and  slaughtered  deer 
and  turkey  and  antelope  as  the  winter  sports- 
man of  Texas  now  slaughters  the  rabbit,  is 
Alfred  T.  Casey,  the  retired  ranelunan  and 
farmer  of  Lost  V alley',  wlio  recently  took  up 
his  residence  near  Jack.sltoro  and  is  experienc- 
ing a relaxation  from  a .strenuous  life  of  a 
score  of  y'ears  on  the  Jack  county  range.  \\  hen 
he  came  to  Texas  he  was  a youth  of  twenty, 
and  for  a time  was  located  in  Parker  comity, 
but  as  the  family  had  acquired  land  interests  in 
Lost  V’allcy'  and  its  membership  was  largely 
made  up  of  brothers  and  si.sters  with  energy 
and  youth  and  lltied  for  the  huildiug  up  of  a 
home  and  a bu.''iaes.s  then  ficculiai  to  the  fron- 
tier. they  came  hither  and  in  1870  possessed 
their  Jack  county  land  and  proceeded  along 
primitive  lines  to  the  initial  work  of  establish- 
ing themselves  herein.  The  T.  R.  Slevin  tract, 
which  came  to  the  family  on  a bankrupt  sale, 
was  Peters  coiotiy'  land  and  it  furnished  the 
opening  wedge  for  a career  of  success  in  the 
cattle  business,  which  the  brothers  Alfred  T. 
and  George  Casey  later  enjoyed. 

■ \Yhile  the  open  range  was  mdisjiutably  ac- 
cessible, yet  when  Mr.  Casey  settled  in  Jack 
it  was  early'  apparent  that  in  a few  y'cars  the 
grazing  industry  would  be  confined  only  to 
those  who  possessed  pastures,  anil  while  he 
grazed  in  the  “open"  so  long  as  it  was  profit- 
able to  do  so,  he  was  the  first  to  fence  a pas- 
ture ill  Lost  \' alley,  when  he  enclosed  the  fam- 
ily estate  witii  a wire  fence  and  converted  it 
into  a niodeni- day  ranch  and  a safe  refuge  for 
ihe  “KC"  and  “Casy"  brands,  which  their 
stoc'k  always  carried.  A box  liouse  first  house*! 
the  Casey'  family  and  the  passage  of  time  saw  it 
develop  into  a modest  residence,  convenient 
and  suitable  to  the  iieed>  of  a small  ranch.  At 
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its  zenith  the  Casey  ranch  cmljraced  also  a 
tlioiisand  acres  of  leased  land  and  five  hundred 
and  si\i}  head  of  cattle  [lastiired  off  its  grassy 
sward.  W hen  the  brothers  clo.sed  out  their 
htiidiiigs  nearly  four  hundred  head  of  theif 
familiar  brand  went  with  the  ranch  and  farm. 

Alfretl  T.  Case)-  was  born  in  Louisville.  Kcn- 
tuckx’,  December  29,  1858.  His  father,  \\  illiam 
1>.  Casty,  was  a inolder  and  a partner  in  the 
firm  of  liridgeford  & Co.,  now  the  largest  es- 
tablishment of  its  kind  in  the  city.  'Fho  latter 
was  Erin's  native  son  and  born  aliout  1831.  He 
lived  in  Louisville  from  eight  years  of  age  to 
his  death,  about  1870,  and  there  married  ^lar- 
garet  fltioth,  xvho  died  in  Lost  V'alley,  Jack 
county,  in  1903,  at  sixty-six  years  of  age.  The 
issue  of  the  marriage  of  William  K.  and  Mar- 
garet Casey  wmre;  Alfred  T.,  our  subject; 
Charles,  of  Los  Angeles,  Califi>rnia;  William, 
of  El  Paso.  Texas;  W alter,  whose  residence  is 
unknown  : George,  who  died  in  Kansas  City, 
^Missouri,  in  1904,  leaving  a family;  Eugenia 
Logan;  and  Alice,  who  marrieil  the  well  known 
stockman  of  jack  county.  Janies  Lillx,  and  left 
tw  o children  at  her  death  in  Jacksbciro  in  No- 
vember. 1Q04. 

.Alfred  T.  Casey  had  acce.ss  to  the  I,ouisville, 
Kentucky,  schools  on  his  way  to  maturity,  but 
rather  grew  out  of  the  reach  of  parental  con- 
trol ami  preferred  ball-playing  to  being  con- 
fined in  school  or  to  practice  with  the  emblems 
of  industry  in  the  acquirement  of  a trade.  He 
had  reached  .seventeen  \car.s  of  age  when  the 
seriousness  of  life  dawned  upon  him.  but  it 
seems  he  was  not  able  to  onincct  hiinseif  witli 
anything  permanent  until  he  took  hold  of  the 
game-burdened  situatic)!!  in  Jack  county,  and 
for  a few  yetirs  and  w hile  becoming  acclimated 
and  accustomed  to  western  ways  grew  serious 
in  quest  of  innocent  prey.  July  24.  187^),  he 
married  Jennie  Carroll,  a daughter  of  Jo  Car- 
roll,  of  Louisville,  well  known  in  his  dax-  to 
the  sjxortiiig  xvorld  of  the  city.  C'arroli  xxas  an 
Trishman  !>orn.  passed  his  life  in  Loui.sxillc, 
where  Airs.  Casey  was  born  in  .April,  1858.  Mr. 
Casey  lived  for  a time  in  Los  Angeles,  Cali- 
fornia, going  to  tlie  Pacific  coast  for  his  xvife's 
lieallli.  but  the  rax-ages  of  disease  carried  her 
off  in  1889  ami  she  lies  buried  in  the  trojiical 
Gty,  the  metropolis  of  soiiiheni  California. 
Tliree  children  xvere  born  to  -Mr.  and  Mrs. 
t'asey,  namely;  Miss  .Alice  and  Miss  Jennie, 
llie  oldest  and  XTuingc.-t,  re.-idc  xvith  tbeir 
fiitiur  aiiil  preside  oxer  his  dr>mc:slic  e.stalilish- 
ment,  while:  \\  illiam  is  xvith  a I’nited  .‘>tatc.s 
surxfying  party  in  .Naitli  Dakota.  Mr.  t'asey 
liO'  ever  manifested  an  interest  in  local  cix-il 


affairs,  has  alxvays  participated  xvith  the  Dem- 
ocratic party  at  the  primaries  and  the  polls 
and  was  county  commissioner  from  precinct 
No.  2 for  txvo  x'ears. 

JAMES  LEE  HOWARD.  One  of  the 
young  stockmen  whose  operations  have  cov- 
ered in  Aloiitague  county  an  era  of  about  a 
score  of  x ears  and  xvhose  substantial  success  is 
evident  in  the  length  and  breadth  of  his  grassy 
domain  is  James  L.  Howard,  of  Stoncbiirg. 
He  has  been  intimately  identified  xvith  the 
range  since  1883,  at  xvhich  time  he  entered 
ATontague  county  at  the  beginning  of  his  inde- 
pendent career.  The  association  which  he 
formed  at  that  time  placed  him  directly  in  the 
channel  of  success  and  he  has  diligently  pur- 
sued the  same  w'ith  fexv  shoals  or  sandbars  to 
impede  the  progre.ss  of  his  little  craft. 

Mr.  Hoxvard  xvas  an  emigrant  from  Grayson 
county,  Te.xas,  where  his  birth  occurred  Janu- 
ary 20,  1864.  His  father,  William  Hoxvard,  had 
located  in  the  county  the  year  previous  and  set- 
tled near  Sherman  and  xvas  concerned  xvith 
matters  of  the  farm  all  his  life.  In  Christian 
county,  Kentucky,  William  Hoxx-ard  xvas  born 
Nox’ember  27,  1819.  He  grew  up  there,  learned 
the  hatters'  trade  ami  married  and  mox-cd  to 
Lawrence  county,  Aiissouri,  in  1849,  from 
xvhich  point  he  migrated  to  Texas.  He  xvas  a 
son  of  William  Hoxvard,  a North  Ciaroliniaii. 
who  died  in  Kentucky  ami  xva.«  the  father  of 
eleven  children  to  reach  maturity,  thir  sub- 
ject's mother  xvas  Elizabeth  G.  Pool,  of  Chris- 
tian county.  Kentucky,  xvho  died  in  Grayson 
county  in  1880.  Txvo  years  later  her  husband 
moved  to  Gear  creek,  in  Cooke  county,  where 
he  passed  axvay  in  1896.  They  xx  ere  the  parents 
of:  -Albert,  xvho  died  at  nineteen  years;  Linn, 
Sarah  E'..  xvho  passed  axvay  at  eighteen;  Bud 
ami  Andy  both  died  in  childhooxl ; James  L. 
In  1882  William  Howard  marriexi  his  .second 
wife,  xvho  was  Alr.s.  Elizabeth  Knight,  yet  of 
t'(X)ke  comity,  Texas,  as  is  her  son,  Gregg  How- 
ard. 

James  L.  Howard  came  to  mature  youth  on 
the  farm  and  had  the  adxaiitages  of  only  a 
country  school  education.  When  he  came  to 
Alonlague  county  he  entered  the  employ  of 
Thomas  AI.  Riley,  a jiromincnt  stockman  on 
Aliddlc  Belknap  creek  and  remained  xvith  him 
until  the  latter's  death  and  then  taking  charge 
of  his  estate,  marrying  the  widoxv  and  finally 
coming  into  possession  of  the  old  ranch  him- 
,self. 

When  he  first  came  to  the  county  Air.  How’- 
ard  contracted  for  an  hundred  and  sixtv  acres 
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of  Limestone  county  school  land  and  toward 
the  liquidation  of  this  contract  he  paid-  his 
eaming.s  from  time  to  time.  He  grew  into  the 
cattle  business  himself  in  a limited  way,  prior 
to  Mr.  Riley’s  death,  btit  when  the  manage- 
ment of  the  whole  estate  came  to  him  and  the 
ranch’s  broad  acres  were  left  to  his  care  he  met 
the  problem  with  wisdom  and  good  business 
tact  and  has  come  to  be  known  as  a 'reliable 
and  successful  cowman.  With  his  recent  j)urcha.se 
of  a thousand  acres  his  aggregate  realty  holdii^s 
are  twenty-five  hundred  and  fifty-'^ix  acres, 
stocked  witli  all  it  will  carry. 

May  20,  1897,  Mr.  Howar<l  married  his  first 
wife,  who  was  IMrs.  Sarah  M.  Riley,  widow  of 
his  old  employer  and  a daughter  of  John  Gold- 
smith, of  Jack  county,  Texas,  but  originally 
from  Tennessee.  At  his  death  Thomas  ,M. 
Riley  left  his  widow  with  a son.  Cash  Riley, 
who.se  welfare  is  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Howard, 
in  whcise  habitation  he  finds  a comfortable  and 
welcome  home.  Mrs.  Sarah  Howard  passed 
away  September  16,  1901,  and  December  20, 
1903,  Mr.  Howard  married  Eva,  a daughter 
of  Alfred  Page,  and  their  child  is  Thomas  P. 

James  L.  Howard  is  occujried  purely  with 
his  personal  affairs.  The  practice  of  sticking 
close  to  business  has  grown  on  him  for  many 
years  until  it  has  become  a part  of  his  nature 
and  it  has  contributed  in  a r-reat  measure  to- 
ward his  successful  career.  He  is  a Democrat 
without  personal  aspirations  or  ambitions  and 
holds  a membership  in  the  Missionary  Baptist 
church,  as  does  also  Cash  Riley.  Mrs.  Howard 
affiliates  with  the  iMethodist  E])i,scopal  church. 

LANDOX  BOOTH,  deceased,  was  recog- 
nized as  a citizen  of  worth  in  Tarrant  county 
and  at  Birdville,  where  he  was  e.specially  well 
known.  His  los.s  was  very  deeply  regretted 
when  on  the  15th  of  January,  i8<;^2,  he  was 
called  from  this  life.  A native  of  Tennessee, 
his  birth  occurred  in  Washington  county  on  the 
28th  of  May,  1856,  his  parents  being  Madison 
and  F.lzira  (Brown)  Booth,  both  of  whom 
w'ere  natives  of  Tennessee.  The  father  with 
his  father  emigrated  westward  in  1857,  and 
in  1859  came  to  Tarrant  county,  Texas, 
settling  near  Birdville,  which  was  then  large- 
ly a frontier  district,  few  pioneers  having  yet 
made  their  way  into  that  section  of  the  state. 
There  Madison  Booth  continued  to  make  his 
home  until  called  to  his  final  rest  in  the  early 
"80s.  He  was  one  of  the  first  survevors  of 
Tarrant  county  and  was  a well  knowm  and  val- 
uable citizen,  his  worth  being  tvtdely  recog- 
nized because  he  was  the  champion  of  many 


measures  which  ]>roved  of  practical  value  in 
the  upbuilding  and  development  of  this  ccuni- 
ty.  Of  his  children  two  arc  yet  living,  Frank 
and  Sadie,  the  latter  the  wife  of  D.  L.  Hunt 
of  Wise  count}',  Texas.  lUadison  Booth  was  a 
Democrat  in  his  political  views  and  was  a sol- 
dier of  the  t’onfederate  army  during  the  Civil 
war.  Jn  his  death  Tarrant  countv  hist  one  of 
its  pioneer  settlers  and  a well  known  and  rep- 
re.sentative  citizen.  He  had  been  an  exemplary 
member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity  and  was 
c-steemed  by  all  who  knew  him  for  hi.s  genuine 
w'orth  of  character. 

Landon  Booth  of  this  review'  accompanied 
his  parents  on  their  rentcwal  to  Tarrant  coun- 
ty when  a small  lad  and  here  he  was  reared 
to  man’s  estate.  He  vvas  practically  a self  e<lu- 
cated  and  self  made  man,  having  few  advan- 
tages in  his  youth  for  the  acquirein<‘ut  of  an 
education  and  receiving  little  financial  assist- 
ance in  his  business  career.  For  a number  of 
years  he  wa.s  engaged  in  general  merchandi.s- 
ing  at  Birdtulle  and  for  several  years  filled  the 
office  of  i>o,stniaster  at  that  place.  A mnnircr 
of  years  prior  to  his  death,  however,  he  di.s- 
posed  of  his  store  and.  retiring  from  commer- 
cial pursuits,  devoted  his  attention  to  .'igricul- 
ture  and  ^t<x  k-rai^ing,  becoming  the  owner  of 
a good  tract  of  land  and  succes.sfnlly  carry- 
ing on  the  W'ork  which  claimed  his  attention. 
In  all  of  his  business  affairs  he  was  determined, 
energetic  and  reliable  anil  he  had  the  force  of 
character  that  enabled  him  to  carry  forw'ard 
to  successful  completion  whatever  he  under- 
took. 

On  the  2nd  of  .September,  1880,  i\Ir.  Booth 
w'as  united  in  marriage  to  iMiss  iilinerva  J. 
Johnson,  a native  of  Tarrant  county  and  a 
daughter  of  Moat  and  Sarah  E.  (Boone)  John- 
son. Her  father  was  a .sohlier  of  the  Confeder- 
ate army  in  the  Civil  war  and  died  during 
the  period  of  hostilities.  He  had  been  one  of 
the  early  settlers  oi  Tarrant  county  and  was 
prominent  and  inffucntial  in  that  county.  L'nto 
.Mr.  and  Mrs.  Booth  were  horn  ti\  e children, 
of  whom  three  arc  living:  Morton  J.,  who  is 
handling  the  home  farm,  and  is  one  c>f  the  rep- 
re.sentative  toung  farmers  of  this  part  of  the 
county ; Leon,  who  is  attending  school  at 
Fort  \\'orth : and  Effie.  wdiile  Byrtle  and  Ethel 
have  passed  away.  IMrs.  Booth  still  resides 
iqx)n  the  old  home  farm  near  Birdville,  com- 
prising over  four  hundred  acres  of  rich  and 
productive  land  devoted  to  general  agricultural 
pursuits  and  stock-raising.  She  is  highlv  es- 
teemed for  her  many  noble  characteristics, 
and  is  very  liberal  in  all  things. 
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.Mr.  Boc4h  affiliated  with  the  Masonic  fra- 
tertiity  at  Smilhfield  and  vvas  a member  of  the 
Baptist  clnirch  at  Birdville,  to  which  his  wife 
still  belongs.  Indu.stry  was  one  of  the  .strong 
points  in  his  career  and  his  labors  were  guided 
by  sound  judgment.  He  wa.s  never  known 
to  take  advantage  of  the  neccs.sities  of  iiis  fel- 
low men  in  any  trade  transaction  ami  when  he 
was  called  away  the  community  mourned  the 
los.s  of  a valued  and  respected  citizen. 

THOMAS  J.  OWEN  belongs  to  an  hon- 
ored and  prominent  pioneer  family  of  Texa.s 
and  made  a creditable  record  in  his  business 
career  and  in  his  work  for  the  improvement  of 
this  part  of  the  state,  his  efforts  contributing  to 
the  great  work  of  transformation  that  has  been 
carried  steadily  forward  here.  He  was  born 
in  WMtaga  county,  Alabama,  November  i6, 
1833,  but  when  only  two  years  old  was  brought 
to  Texa.s  by  his  parents,  Jesse  and  Carolina 
(IMitchell)  Owen,  the  former  a native  of  Prince 
Edward  county,  Virginia,  and  the  latter  of 
South  Carolina.  J heir  marriage,  however,  tva.s 
celebrated  in  Alabama.  Tlte  paternal  grand- 
parents were  Jesse  and  Susan  (Caldwell) 
Owen,  likewise  natives  of  the  Old  Dominion, 
while  Robert  Owen,  the  founder  of  the  family 
in  America,  was  a native  of  Wales  and  be 
came  an  early  resii.Ient  of  Virginia.  Je.sse  Owen 
vvas  a representative  farmer  in  his  home  lo- 
cality in  Virginia  and  subsequent  to  his  re- 
moval to  Alabama  he  purchased  large  tracts 
of  land  and  became  an  exten.siv'e  planter.  I’ros- 
peritv'  attended  his  efforts  and  he  acquired  a 
large  estate,  which  he  left  to  his  descendants. 
His  political  allegiance  wa.s  given  to  the  Dernoc- 
raev  ami  lie  vvas  a member  of  the  I'rimitive 
Baptist  church.  .He  died  aiiout  1843 
ripe  old  age  of  seventy-seven  v'ears  and  his 
wife  died  in  1S44.  d.'heir  children  were; 
Thomas,  who  was  a di.-virict  judge  in  Alabama 
and  died  in  Tcxa.s;  Jack,  who  died  in  Arkan- 
■sas;  Jc5.se,  father  of  our  .subject;  Tabitha; 
Eli,zabcth;  and  Poll}'. 

Jesse  Owen  was  reared  in  Alabama  and  re 
mained  under  the  parental  roof  up>  to  the  time 
of  his  m.arriage  when  he  began  fanning  on 
his  own  account  in  that  state.  He  managed  his 
business  affairs  with  success  hut  in  1835 
sought  a home  in  Texas,  .settling  in  Nacog- 
doches county,  where  he  bought  land  and  im- 
prc'ved  a good  farm.  He  look  his  slaves  with 
him  from  Alabama  iind  remained  at  his  first 
location  in  Texas  until  1851.  vvhen  he  remov'ed 
to  Lamar  county,  w'hcrc  he  opened  up  a second 


farm,  making  it  his  home  until  hi.s  death  in 
1875.  He  was  a strong  .Democrat  and  stanch- 
ly  favored  the  secession  movement.  Although 
he  lost  heavilv  through  the  exigencies  of  war, 
as  did  the  great  majority  of  southern  citizens, 
he  afterward  largely  recuperated  his  losses  and 
obtained  a comjietency  for  old  age.  He  car- 
ried i»n  farming  and  cattle-raising  in  hi.s  later 
years  and  his  able  management  and  keen  dis- 
cernment brought  him  prosperityn  He  held 
membership  in  the  Primitive  Baptist  church. 
His  wife  died  in  Lamar  county  in  1873.  She 
w^as  a daughter  of  Reiley  and  Nancy  (Wells) 
Mitchell,  natives  of  Ireland,  who  for  many 
y^ears  resided  in  Alabama,  wdiere  the  father 
conducted  a good  plantation  with  the  aid  of 
his  slaves.  lie  served  as  a soldier  in  the 
Revolutionary  war  and  was  a patriotic  .Ameri- 
can. In  his  family  were  six  children:  James 

and  Wilson,  who  were  farmers  of  Alabama, 
Airs.  C'aoilina  1 >wen,  .Margaret,  .Martha  and 
Nancyu  Air.  and  Mrs.  Jesse  Owen  had  two 
sons  and  a daughter;  William  C.,  who  died 
while  servdng  in  the  Confederate  army;  Susan, 
the  wife  of  A.  J.  Hager;  and  Thomas  J. 

As  before  stated,  Thomas  J.  Owen  was  but 
two  y'ear.s  old  when  brought  by  his  parent.s  to 
Texas.  He  attended  the  siibscripLitin  schools 
to  a limited  extent  but  his  educational  privi- 
leges were  quite  meager.  He  remained  under 
tlte  jiarental  roof  until  his  marriage  in  l..amar 
county  in  January,  1859,  the  lady  of  his  choice 
being  IMiss  Catherine  House,  who  was  born 
in  Arkansas,  in  Februaryq  1833,  a daughter  of 
Joseph  House  of  Tennessee,  one  of  the  early' 
settlers  of  Arkansas  and  a pioneer  of  Texas. 
He  took  up  his  abode  in  Lamar  county,  w'here 
he  ovvned  and  operated  a grist  and  saw  mill, 
which  was  conducted  by  water  power.  He  was 
also  a large  land  owner  and  had  extensive  stock 
interests  and  was  recognized  throughout  the 
community'  as  a capable  financier.  All  of  his 
bu.siness  interests  were  well  managed  and 
showed  his  keen  discernment  and  .sagacity.  He 
died  in  1859  at  the  age  of  sixty-two  years  and 
his  wife  .survived  him  until  i860.  She  vvas  a 
member  of  the  Methodist  church.  They  were 
the  parents  of  three  daughtens  and  two  sons: 
Mrs.  Catherine  Owen ; Eliza,  the  wife  of  T. 
Pass ; Marzee,  the  wife  of  J.  Green : James,  who 
served  in  the  war ; and  Joseph,  of  Panhandle, 
Texas. 

It  was  their  eldest  daughter  who  became 
the  wife  of  Thomas  J.  Owen  of  this  revdew, 
who  at  the  time  of  lii,«  marriage  began  oper- 
ating the  old  homestead  farm,  on  whidi  he 
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reniaiiu-il  umil  aflrr  ihe  omlirwik  lu’  llu-  (,'ivil 
war.  In  ihc  spring  of  1861  he  enlisted  for  serv- 
ice in  the  Confederate  army  as  a member  of 
Company  C,  Colonel  Good’s  Battalicm,  which 
was  as.signed  to  the  Trans-Itlississippi  Depart- 
ment and  did  duty  in  Arkan.sas,  Louisiana, 
Texas  and  the  Indian 'Territory.  A part  of 
the  time  Mr.  Owen  w^as  with  General  Price 
and  other  commanders  and  he  received  hut 
two  furloughs  during  his  entire  military  .serv- 
ice. He  knew  what  it  was  to  go  hungry,  to 
suffer  from  cold  and  exposure  to  the  weather 
and  yet  he  was  a loyal  and  valorous  soldier, 
never  faltering  in  the  performance  of  hi.s  duty. 
When  General  Lee  surrendered,  the  regiment, 
which  w'as  then  at  Crockett,  Texas,  broke  ranks 
and  the  men  returned  home. 

Mr.  Owen  found  most  of  his  slaves  \el  npon 
his  place.  The  following  year  he  resumed  fann- 
ing,  got  a bunch  of  cattle  together  and  contin- 
ued the  business  until  1866,  when  he  sold  out 
and  removed  his  stock  to  Cooke  county.  There* 
he  purchased  land  and  opened  up  a farm,  his 
stock  running  on  the  free  range.  In  this  busi- 
ness he  continued  until  1872,  when  he  disposed 
of  his  farm  and  removed  to  Montague  county, 
locating  on  Mountain  Creek,  tliree  miles  north- 
east of  .Saint  ]o.  He  there  bought  three  *>r 
four  surveys,  opened  up  a farm  and  run  his 
cattle  on  the  free  grass,  continuing  the  busi- 
nes.s  successfully  until  1892,  when  having  start- 
ed cattle  interests  in  western  Texas  he  sold 
his  farm  lands  but  retained  a small  ranch, 
which  he  yet  owns.  He  now  handles  stock, 
mostly  making  a specialty  of  beef  cattle.  He 
has  placed  under  cultivation  over  one  hundred 
acres  of  land  and  raises  feed  for  his  stock. 
When  he  came  here  the  cattle  business  wms 
a success  and  farming  was  considered  an  ex- 
periment. His  money  was  invested  in  stock. 
The  loss  of  his  slaves  proved  a heavy  burden, 
but  his  stock-raising  interests  with  the  free 
grass  helped  him  to  recuperate  from  his  losses 
and  he  gained  a new  start.  In  1892  his  sons, 
anxious  for  a larger  and  better  range  for  the 
stock,  removed  to  western  Texas  and  Air. 
Owen  therefore  abandoned  the  business  here 
and  established  his  sons  in  Panhandle,  w-here 
they  are  now  running  cattle,  while  he  largely 
confine.s  his  operations  to  beef  cattle.  It  vvas 
in  the  same  year  that  he  retired  from  the  farm 
and  took  up  his  abode  at  Saint  Jo,  where  he 
is  now  living  quietly,  advising  his  sons  as  to 
the  management  of  the  bu.sine.ss,  but  leaving 
to  them  the  more  active  duties. 

Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Owen  were  born  five  chil- 


dren: I'leorge,  on  the  cattle  ranch  in  I'an- 

handlc ; Cora,  w ho  became  the  wife  of  T.  W. 
Jone.s  and  died  lea^'ing  <^ix  children;  .Susan, 
vvhc>  died  at  the  age  ot  twenty-four  years;  and 
Jack  and  T.  J.,  who  are  living  in  Panhandle. 
The  wife  and  mother  died  at  Saint  jo  in  J.an- 
uary,  1.903.  Mr.  C>\ven  has  witnessed  the  es- 
tablishment of  Saint  Jo  and  the  develo[)ment  or 
the  surrounding  di.strict.  watching  its  trans- 
fonnatiem  into  a piifspcrons  farming  country.  In 
politics  he  is  a Democrat  and  he  labors  eanicslly 
to  secure  go,.d  men  frir  local  office.  His  interest 
in  community  affairs  is  that  of  a piitdic  spirited 
citizen,  wdiose  efforts  for  the  general  welfare 
have  been  far  reaching  and  beneficial. 

DR.  R.  C-  BL.KCK.  From  the  point  of  view 
of  continuous  practice  Dr.  R.  (.7  Black  is  cmc 
of  the  oldcist  plnsicians  and  surgeons  of  ih.-  state 
of  Texas.  At  (daincsville  he  has  been  know  n as  a 
.-killful  and  .successful  practitioner  fir  ov-er 
twenty  years,  and  i.s  held  in  high  esteem  alike  for 
his  professional  prumiiuaice  and  his  worth  a.s  a 
man  and  citizen. 

Born  in  Barry  county,  Alissouri,  Dr.  Black 
was  reared  and  attcmled  school  in  that  county, 
lie  is  anioiig  the  ohiest  living  graduates  of 
the  'well  known  Ru.sli  .Medical  tfoilege,  of  t'hi- 
cago,  having  entered  that  .school  to  prepare 
for  his  iH'ofession  nearly  fifty  years  ago,  and 
receiving  his  degree  of  Doctor  of  .Aledicine 
with  the  class  of  1858.  He  nr^t  ;>racticed  at 
Granby.  Missouri.  He  was  living  there  at  the 
liiue  of  the  t ivil  war  .and  enlisted  in  the  t on- 
federate  service  as  assistant  surgeon.  At- 
tached at  first  to  the  Eighth  Alis.souri  Regi- 
ment. he  was  later  ernjjloyed  in  his  profession- 
al capacity  with  different  regiments  as  his  serv- 
ices were  needed,  in  .Vrkansas,  Louisiana,  Alis- 
sis.sippi  and  other  parts  of  the  middle  west. 
At  the  conclusion  of  his  army  career  he  re- 
turned to  Granby  and  practiced  there  and  in 
Washington  county,  -Vrkansa.s,  until  he  came 
to  Texas  in  18(19.  located  in  Collin 

county'  a mnnher  of  years,  and  in  1883  moved 
to  liainesv'ille,  whioli  has  been  his  home  since 
then,  and  where  he  conducts  a large  general 
practice  in  medicine  and  surgery'.  Progre.ssive 
in  all  departments  of  his  proferssion,  he  ha.s 
taken  several  polyclinic  cotirse.s  since  he  was 
graduated  frtnn  school  and  has  kept  abreast 
of  the  phenomenal  advances  made  in  medical 
theory  and  practice  during  the  last  half  cen- 
tury. Dr.  Black  is  an  cx-president  of  the  Cooke 
County  Medical  Society.  In  1905  he  married 
Miss  Delia  Thoinp.son. 
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J(>]1X  AXI)RPA\S.  a \\cll  known  cilizen 
and  p^o^.])(.TOu^  agriouluirist  of  Tarranl  county, 
owns  and  ojicratcs  a tract  of  land  of  one  liun- 
drcd  ami  forty-eijjht  acres  near  Sniilhficld,  the 
place  being  devoted  to  general  farming.  He 
arrix  ed  in  the  I-one  Star  .state  in  Isiui  ami  has 
since  made  his  home  within  its  borders.  A 
native  of  Rochester,  New  York,  he  was  born 
•on  the  drd  of  March,  and  was  a son  of 

Leonaril  and  Alary  ( Aleyers)  Andrews,  both 
of  whom  w'ere  natives  of  Germany  and  on  cran- 
ing te>  America  tr^ok  up  their  abode  in  Roches- 
ter, New  York,  in  Ibid.  There  thet'  spent  their 
remaining  flays,  both  the  father  and  mother 
having  now  j)assed  away.  The  father  was  fif- 
Tv-hiur  when  he  died,  the  mother  was  about 
se\  eiit\  -lour. 

John  Andrews  spent  the  greater  part  of  his 
bovhiKHi  an<l  youth  in  the  city  of  his  nativity 
ami  was  a ])ubHc  .school  .student  there.  W'hen 
in  his  eighteenth  year  he  went  to  BnlTalo,  New 
York,  w here  he  learned  the  trade  of  a boiler- 
maker in  the  New  York  Central  Railroad  boiler 
jhoiis,  beemning  thoroughly  familiar  with  the 
business.  He  continued  in  Ruffalo  for  several 
years,  after  which  he  determined  to  establish 
his  home  in  the  south  and  made  his  way  to 
Raton.  New  Ale.xico.  where  he  was  employed 
hy  the  Santa  I'e  Railroad  C'Ompany  in  it.s  boiler 
shops  there.  He  afterwanl  spent  some  time 
in  San  I'rancisco  and  in  .Sacramento,  Califor- 
nia, and  later  resided  in  San  Bernardino,  that 
■-tate.  SnhsCfpiently  he  spent  some  time  in 
otlier  portions  of  the  country  and  as  Iteforc 
■stated  came  to  'Texas  in  l.s(K).  He  resided 
tirst  at  Fort  \\  orth.  w here  he  s])ent  a num- 
l>er  of  years,  lieing  emi>loycd  in  the  Itoilcr  de- 
partment of  llie  Tt  xas  X-  I'acific  Railroad  shoji.s 
until  IhOii,  in  which  year  he  t<^ok  up  his  alK)dc 
upon  the  farm  that  is  now'  his  ])lace  f>f  resi- 
dence. He  is  a self-made  man,  owing  his 
]iros]>erit>  entirely  to  his  owm  efforts,  and  he 
deserves  great  credit  for  what  he  has  accom- 
I>li'iied,  showing  that  energy  and  determina- 
tion c- institute  the  key  that  unlocks  the  [tortals 
of  success. 

( )n  tlic  1th  <")f  Alay.  lb!'!,  John  .\ndrews  was 
iinitci]  ill  marriage  to  Mrs,  .Annie  Abbott  and 
they  ciijo}  the  warm  regard  of  man}'  friends 
in  their  home  locality.  Air.  Andrews  is  a inih- 
lic-:-piritcil  citizen  and  favors  anything  that 
lends  to  imjirove  his  county  or  elevate  society. 
His  political  allegiance  is  given  to  the  Rcpulili- 
can  part}'.  His  genuine  personal  worth  is  such 
as  Commands  the  cstocm  ami  confidence  of 
lies  neighbors  anil  business  associates  and  now 
in  ;lic  coinrol  .'iml  cle\  ( lo]»nicnt  of  his  farm  he 
is  meeting  w Uit  creditalile  prosperity. 


ISAAC  \VA  IX  SCOTT.  The  living  pio- 
neer is  the  connecting  link  between  the  dead 
past  and  the  living  jiresent  and  is  a witness  to 
the  things  that  were  and  the  things  that  are. 
His  life  spans  the  whole  era  of  progress  and 
is  the  sentinel  which  has  guarded  onr  destiny 
from  birth  through  youth  to  tdd  age.  He  is 
the  forc-rumicr  of  civilization  and  the  seed 
which  he  has  sown  has  produced  the  strong 
props  of  our  .social  and  political  fabric  of  the 
present.  We  honor  Iiini,  we  reverence  him  and 
to  his  memory  the  generations  of  the  future 
will  prostrate  their  affections.  It  is  fitting  to 
honor  him  and  his  in  this  conncctii)n,  whose  dis- 
tinction re.sts  n|)on  the  claims  of  worthy  jiioneers, 
and  consjticuous  among  whom  as  settlers  of 
Alonlague  county  we  herewith  present  the 
Wainscott  name. 

In  1S57  Wainscotts,  the  AIcDonalds  and 
others  settled  along  Renton  creek  amid  the 
untamed  surroundings  of  that  frontier  day, 
seeking  to  plant  the  first  seeds  of  civilization 
there.  John  Wainscott  dropped  down  upon 
the  Bradshaw  survey  just  below  the  Denver 
bridges  across  the  creek,  and  hccaine  the  otvner 
of  a tract  of  land  which  has  not  yet  been  deeded 
aw’ay.  There  he  made  his  home,  from  there 
he  carried  on  his  successful  cattle  and  limited 
farming  interests  and  there  he  died. 

John  Wainiicott  w’as  married  in  Polk  comity, 
Missouri,  to  Sarah,  a sister  of  Jarrell  and  Cash 
McDonald,  who  were  heads  of  families  and 
members  of  the  colony  who  estalilished  them- 
selve.i:  along  Benton  creek.  He  moved  from 
Mis.si'iuri  to  Jowa,  and  from  that  state  they 
started  on  their  trip  to  Texas,  t hi  the  w'ay 
hither  they  jiasscd  through  Lawrence  county. 
Alissonri,  where  the  MclAonalds  joined  them 
and  reached  Texas  together.  'They  stopped 
first  in  Grayson  county,  and  were  jirospecting 
a location  when  they  cast  their  fortunes  with 
Alontague.  Airs.  Wainscott  sun  ii  oit  her  hus- 
band until  K>oi.  when  she  passed  awa}*,  being 
the  mother  of:  .Annie,  Isaac  pair  subject). 

Hiram,  Mary  and  Adaline. 

Isaac  \A  ainscott  w'as  horn  in  1’olk  count}'. 
Alissouri.  January  2.  1846.  and  was  but  elex  en 
years  of  age  when  he  came  to  Alontague  coun- 
ty. Without  educational  advantages,  yet  he 
managed  to  acquire  the  outline  or  frame w'Ork 
of  an  edvication,  and  the  xxork  of  the  range 
and  the  farm  ]iruvided  him  with  ami>le  youthful 
exercise.  There  was  much  youthful  excite- 
ment also,  lint  this  was  occasioned  by  the  in- 
cursions of  Indian  hand.s  or  the  usual  excile- 
nients  of  the  frontier,  an<l  ilnring  some  si.x- 
teen  \ear.-s  life  on  Denton  creek  was  a high 
tension  and  stremioiis  affair.  During-  the  Civil 
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war  he  belonged  to  a company  of  minute  men, 
a part  of  the  State  Militia,  but  there  was  no 
service  outside  of  the  county  and  no  enemy 
to  contend  with  save  the  red  man. 

As  has  been  well  told  by  historians  Indian 
theft  and  massacres  were  an  every  moonlight 
occurrence  for  years,  and  the  valley  of  Denton 
creek  was  visited  on  their  errands  of  pillage 
and  death.  In  1858  a bunch  of  unanned  whites 
met  a band  of  Indians  armed  wdth  guns  and 
arrows  on  what  is  now'  the  Frank  Biggar  farm, 
and  by  some  mysterious  power  the  Indians 
were  driven  off  after  they  had  caused  the  death 
of  Daniel  Wainscott  and  Jack  Kilgore.  Isaac 
Wainscott  was  with  this  party  and  was  with 
other  parties  which  encountered  the  savages, 
but  the  death  of  his  Uncle  Daniel  was  the  near- 
est to  a personal  affliction  from  that  source 
which  he  ever  experienced.  When  Mr.  Wains- 
cott married  and  settled  down  to  an  independ- 
ent career  he  started  with  an  eighty-acre  tract 
in  the  creek  bottom,  a team  and  a few'  cattle. 
The  ‘‘ups  and  downs”  common  to  the  communi- 
ty W'ere  visited  upon  him  and  his  family  also, 
but  as  the  y'ears  passed  he  found  his  financial 
condition  measurably'-  improving.  He  has  add- 
ed a quarter  section  of  land  to  his  first  holding 
of  real  estate,  and  is  quartered  in  a modest  and 
comfortable  home  overlooking  the  hamlet  of 
Denver. 

In  April,  1870,  Mr.  Wainscott  married  Annie, 
a daughter  of  John  Dennis,  who  came  to  Mon- 
tague county  early,  and  their  children  w'ere 
Sarah  and  Samuel.  Edward  and  Claud  are 
children  of  Mr.  Wainscott’s  union  with  Jane 
Biggar.  F(.>r  his  third  wife  Mr.  Wainscott 
married  Jennie  Burks,  a daughter  of  William 
Burks,  of  Jack  county',  Texas.  This  wife  died, 
leaving  an  only  child,  Clyde.  August  13,  1890, 
Mr.  Burks’  daughter  Annie  became  Mrs.  Isaac 
Wainscott,  and  the  issue  of  this  marriage  are: 
Walter,  Glady's,  Iris,  Nellie  and  Isaac.  Two 
children  by  Mr.  Wainscott’s  former  marriage, 
Samuel  and  Willie,  are  deceased. 

Isaac  Wainscott  has  ever  occupied  a good 
citizen’s  position  in  his  community  and  in  his 
county.  Industrious  and  thrifty  he  has  ac- 
cumulated sufficient  for  the  needs  of  his  grow’- 
ing  family  and  for  the  years  of  his  decline.  Ac- 
tivity in  local  matters  seems  to  have  been  his 
contribution  to  the  public  weal,  and  in  Demo- 
cratic politics  his  favor  by  aspiring  candidates 
for  office  is  eagerly  sought.  He  is  a Mason  and 
belongs  to  the  Missionary  Baptist  church. 


JASPER  W.  STINSON,  a business  man  of 
Strawn,  possessed  of  that  great  energy  which 
infuses  itself  into  the  development  of  a com- 
mercial center  and  affords  the  potential  vigor 
which  brings  order  out  of  chaos  and  towns 
and  citie.s  out  of  a desert — a man  of  high 
ideals  and  ambitions  for  his  adopted  town, 
a typical  man  of  the  south  and  representative 
of  the  class  to  whom  is  due  the  great  impetus 
and  awakening  along  all  lines  of  industry  and 
business,  is  a native  son  of  Alabama,  born  in 
Butler  county,  February'  18,  1863.  His  parents 
were  E.  E.  and  Rosa  A.  Wood)  Stinson.  His 
father,  a native  of  .'\Iabama,  died  while  .serving 
in  the  Confederate  army,  and  his  mother 
brought  her  little  family  to  Texas  in  1876, 
and  she  too  is  now  deceased. 

Compelled  to  begin  the  earning  of  his  daily' 
bread  w'hen  a boy',  Mr.  Stinson  has  experienced 
a varied  and  especially'  bu.sy  career  since  boy- 
hood. During  his  early  years  he  lived  at  Cisco. 
Thurber  and  Breckinridge,  in  this  .state,  and 
in  the  la.st-named  place  l)ecame  an  apprenticed 
pharmacist  in  the  drug  store  of  C.  S.  Morris, 
a W'idely'  known  old-time  merchant  whose  store 
is  still  standing,  conducted  by  his  son.  After 
learning  the  drug  and  pharmacy  business  in 
this  store  Mr.  Stinson  engaged  in  the  first  busi- 
ness enterprise  on  his  own  account  at  Spring- 
town,  Parker  county,  where  he  bought  out  the 
drug  store  of  Wadsworth  Brothers.  He  con- 
tinued to  do  business  there  for  four  years,  and 
in  1891  identified  himself  with  the  prospering 
little  village  of  Strawn.  wliere  for  the  subse- 
quent fifteen  years  his  life  has  been  centered. 
He  bought  the  drug  business  of  J.  N.  Stuart 
and  Sons  at  this  place,  and  conducted  it  very 
successfully  until  1900,  when  he  sold  out  to 
B.  C.  Lowry.  A man  of  parts  and  genera! 
business  ability',  he  then  turned  his  attention 
to  developing  the  indepcndeul,  telephone  lines 
of  this  part  of  the  state,  becoming  third  owner 
in  the  Northwest  Telephone  Company  (in- 
dependent). He  was  made  superintendent 
and  general  manager  of  that  company’s  lines 
extending  from  W’eatherford  west  to  Abi- 
lene, embracing  a block  of  territory  wc.stward 
from  Breckinridge  on  the  north  to  Granbury 
on  the  south.  In  1904  the  Northwest  Tele- 
phone Company  .sold  out  to  the  Bell  interests, 
and  since  that  time  iMr.  Stinson  has  centered 
all  his  business  interests  in  the  growing  town 
of  Strawn,  where  he  is  a prominent  leader 
among  the  business  men  and  is  a thoroughly 
wide-awake,  public-spirited  citizen,  determined 
to  make  his  home  town  the  best  in  West  Te.xas. 


HISTORY  OF  YORTH  AND  WEST  TEXAS. 


He  or^amicd  tlu:  Straw  ii  Feeil  and  Oram  Com- 
panv.  having'  a.v  parlncr.-i  in  the  >ame  J.  II. 
Hori.siey  and  tY  J.  W atsira,  two  enterprising 
gentlemen  who  have  grown  up  in  this  section 
of  the  state.  'J  hi.^  bn.sine.s.s  i.-'  Iroused  in  its 
ow  ti  buiklirig,  a substantial,  two-storv  corner’ 
brick. 

.Mr.  Stills.;, n is  also  extensively  interested  in 
local  real  estate,  tcovii  a.s  well  as  ranch  proper- 
ty, including  his  own  holdings  and  al.so  being 
agent  ft>r  o'lher  large  properties,  such  as  the 
ii.iomu  -Marion  CVal  Cr.mpany.  He  I'l.as  one  of 
the  most  beautiful  residence  properties  in  this 
county,  "Ledar  I’tiinl,”  locateri  at  the  south- 
west corner  of  town,  and  so  .sitnated  on  an 
eminence  that  it  commands  a splendid  view 
of  the  town  and  entire  salkv.  Here  he  has 
begun  improvc-nteuts  that  will  make  this  in 
time  a place  of  surpassing  beauty,  nature  her- 
,self  seeming  to  have  fi.xcd  upon  this  as  an  ideal 
home  site.  There  are  t'went)  -five  acres  in  the 
place,  and  by  the  con.'-tniciion  of  a barge  dam 
a beautiful  artifuda]  lake  ha.s  been  created,  pro- 
viding a geneo  >11'  supply  of  w ater  a.s  well  as 
affording  anodier  source  of  beauty  and  amuse- 
ment. \ n'a.'oiin..,-  engine  pumps  the  ivater  to 
the  residence  and  oiher  ];>arts  of  the  grounds, 
furnishing  a pieiuifnl  supply  for  irrigation  pur- 
j>r,ses.  so  that  the  enrire  jilace  may  be  trans- 
formed into  a ricli  and  verdant  garden  .spot. 

Mr.  .Stinson  was  married  at  Strawn  to  Miss 
I’.e.ssit  Uillaliuiitv,  uln:>  is  a daughter  c,f  the  late 
J 11.  l.lillaluinty,  a noted  old-timer  aiul  promi- 
nent merchant  of  Straw  n.  The  three  children 
<'l  the  marriage  are  Fay.  Ronali.1  and  I.  W.,  Jr. 
Mr.  Stinson  affiliates  with  the  Knights  of 
Pythias, 

liON.  WILLIAM  P.  GIBPS,  who  pleas- 
antly anil  jirofiiably  coiubiries  ilu-  occupation.s 
of  fanning  and  the  practice  of  law  at  Gordon, 
Palo  I’int..,  county,  has  lived  at  his  present 
[,'lace.  "in  ilic  shade  of  tlu-  s.inie  tree."  for  over 
uvcntv-li\e  wars,  .so  that  no  omr  has  tlceper 
interc.st  in  the  welfare  and  permanent  |irr,gres.s 
of  this  seclion  of  the  state, 

Mr,  Gibbs  is  a i\Ii,s.souriau  by  liirih.  having 
been  b..>ni  in  .Madison  ci.>unty  of  that  .state  in 
1850.  a .son  of  11,  A.  and  .Sophronia  ( K’osebor- 
ough)  (')ihlis,  liis  father,  a native  of  North 
Carolina,  moved  to  Madison  couiuy,  Mis.souri, 
in  18.4.4,  and  c(,ntiiuicd  hi,'  ocriq.ation  of  farm- 
ing until  his  death,  .After  hi.s  death  the  mother 
came  ic  G-i,rd.)U.  I'c-xas,  to  make  her  home  with 
her  son,  hut  she  [lassed  away  the  following 
ear. 


Reared  on  a farm.  Mr.  Gil.ibs  has  had  a thor- 
ough and  practical  experience  in  thi.s  industry 
beginning  with  his  botdiood.  He  lived  at  the 
Missouri  home  until  1,878,  and  in  that  year 
came  to  Texas  and  located  on  the  farm  in  Palo 
Pinto  county  where  he  has  lived  ever  since.  Ilis 
farm  was  located  one  mile  northea.st  of  where 
Gordon  later  grew  up  into  a tow-m.  With  the 
construction  of  the  Texas  and  Pacific  Railroad 
through  the  s.yuthern  part  of  Palo  I’into  coun- 
ty in  1S81  there  sprung  up  .several  town.5,  one 
of  which  was  tiordoii.  which  has  now  become  a 
prosperous  and  substantia!  commercial  center. 
As  a farmer  Air.  Gibbs  has  been  one  of  the  mo.st 
succe.s.sful  in  thi.s  county.  He  has  three  hun- 
dred and  fifty  acres  in  cultivation  every  year 
and  a pasture  of  one  hundred  acres.  Believing 
in  and  practicing  diversification  of  crops,  he  has 
not  made  the  mistake  of  so  many'  southern 
farmers  in  sticking  to  one  crop  and  in  all  sea- 
sons has  been  able  to  make  a profit  out  of  hi.s 
business,  lie  conducts  liis  farm  on  bu.siness 
principles  throughout,  watches  the  markets 
closely',  take.s  advantage  of  his  opportunities, 
and  consequently  makes  money'. 

It  was  after  he  came  to  Texas  that  Air.  Gibbs 
turned  his  attention  to  the  law.  pursuing  his 
studies  {irivately  and  securing  adrni.s.sion  t<.>  the 
bar  in  1884.  He  now  has  a good  jiractice  in 
the  courts  of  Palo  Pinto  ami  adjoining  coun- 
ties. B_v  two  sncces.sive  elections  he  served 
as  county  attorney  from  1890  to  1894.  In  1902 
lie  was  elected  rcpresentativ'C  from  the  eighty- 
first  legislative  district,  serving  <Iuring  the 
twenty-eighth  session  of  the  legislature.  He 
made  a most  creditable  record  in  the  hou.se, 
and  several  important  laws  iu,>w  in  force  bear 
the  impre.ss  of  his  influence.  ,A.s  a member  of 
the  committee  on  roads,  bridges  and  ferries  he 
preparer!,  introduced  and  had  pas.sed  through 
both  houses  a special  bill  known  as  the  special 
road  law  for  Palo  Pinto  county',  which  pirovided 
for  a reduction  of  the  poll  tax  in  this  county 
from  fu  e dollars  to  three,  and  an  increase  in  the 
road  tax  from  fifteen  cents  to  thirty'  ceiit.s  on 
the  hundred  dollars,  the  purpose  being  to  raise 
funds  by  bond  issues  for  tlic  building  of  bridges 
in  Pal'  i I ’into  county.  This  measure  has 
l<roved  a wrv  lieiieficeiu  one  and  especially  ad- 
vaiitageoiir,  and  needful  in  this  county  owing 
to  the  sinuous  winding.s  <if  the  Brazos  river 
across  the  countv,  so  that  good  and  sub.st:mtial 
bridges  are  an  ah.solute  iieces.sity  for  easy  ve- 
hicle traffic.  During  his  legislativ  e career  Air. 
Gibbs  was  also  one  of  a committee  of  three  ap- 
[lointerl  to  draft  a law  providing  for  the  work- 
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ing  of  convicts  on  ]nililic  roads,  .and  it  fell  upon 
hiin  to  draw  up  the  jiroper  statute  for  this  ob- 
ject, and  ii  wa.s  enacted  and  is  nenv  a htu. 

As  m:i\'  be  ,'een  from  what  has  been  said, 
Mr,  (iibbs  lia.s  lic-en  at  the  forefront  in  jcain- 
ing  public  imj)ro\  enieiits  for  (iordon  and  for  I’alo 
Pinto  county  and  his  jniblic'-spirited  citizenship 
ha.s  been  shown  in  many  other  ways.  Through  his 
influence-  witli  tlie  jtresidiiig  elder  he  was  iii- 
strumental  in  having  erected  the  first  ^.K■tho- 
dist  church  edifice  in  Gordon;  in  fact,  on  the 
recommendation  of  the  jtresidiug  elder  the 
board  of  church  extension  turned  over  to  him 
the  funds  and  placed  in  hi.s  hands  the  matter 
of  building  the  church,  tsuhsequeiitly  he  wa.s 
o leading  factor  in  erecting  the  present  church 
building  at  a cost  of  twenly-nve  hundred  tlol- 
lars.  Tie  is  a steward  and  a prominent  rneiid>er 
of  the  Methodist  church  at  Gordon.  lie  is  also 
a popular  member  of  the  .Masonic  order,  and 
an  iincompromi.sing  .Dennicrat  in  politics. 

Mr.  Gibbs  was  married  in  i'llissouri  to  iMiss 
Amanda  Thompson.  They  have  taken  much 
pride  HI  giving  their  fotir  sons  excellent  home 
and  cducatit'iial  training  and  arc  gratified  to 
see  them  entering  upon  wenthy  careers. 
Charles,  the  eldest,  is  a lawyer  and  now  conntc 
attorney  of  Midland  county,  this  state;  Walter, 
the  .second,  owns  and  oj)cr;ites  a good  farm  ad- 
joining tlial  of  his  father;  and  Albert  and  A'il- 
Uam  arc  the  youngest. 

B.ARTON  II.  ST.\RR.  In  jtresenting  the 
history  of  Ilarton  H.  .Starr  u>  the  readers  of  thi.s 
volume  we  reccird  the  life  record  of  an  hon- 
ored pioneer  settler  who.se  memory  forms  a 
connecting  link  between  the  primitive  past 
with  its  hardships,  dangers  and  privations  and 
the  progressive  present  with  its  evidences  of 
an  mlvanced  civilization.  lie  has  resided  in 
Grapevine  since  1880  but  dates  his  residence  in 
'J'arrant  county  from  1854.  His  birth  occurred 
in  Monroe  county.  Illinois  on  the  24th  of  Feb- 
ruary, 1S50,  his  ])arents  being  Rev.  Daniel  and 
.A.ngclinc  (Devisee)  Starr,  the  former  a native 
of  Illinois  and  the  latter  of  New  York.  It  is 
believed  that  the  ancestors  on  both  sides  were 
originally  of  (ierman  birth.  Rev.  Daniel  Starr, 
seeking  a home  in  Texas  in  1854,  brought  his 
family  to  Tarrant  county  and  settled  a short 
distance  northeast  of  the,  present  site  of  Grape- 
vine. .\11  around  for  miles  stretched  the  un- 
broken prairie  covered  with  its  native  grasses, 
the  work  of  improvement  and  progress  being 
scarcely  begun  but  the  family-  aided  in  planting 
the  seeds  of  civilization  and  development  in 
this  portion  of  the  state  and  Daniel  Starr  contin- 


m-il  to  e.'-n-rcise  lii's  inth.u.iicc  fnr  material  im 
provenu-iu  and  religions  njtbnildimg  nnti!  his 
life's  labors  were  ended  on  the  5th  of  ,Se].aent- 
ber,  1870.  Hi,'  wife  'Urtived  hiiii  for  tnant 
years,  passing  away  on  the  7th  of  May, 
in  the  ninety-first  year  (>f  lur  age.  lier  birth 
haxing  oceum-d  on  the  toili  of  August.  1812. 
Re%.  Starr  was  a local  pioneer  preacher  of 
t.irapc\  iiie  and  \ icinitw  being  connected  with 
the  -Meihodi.st  .Epi.^^cc-pa'r  church  .South  :mrl  fm- 
niany  year>  he  engriged  in  jvastora!  v\!>rk  in 
this  ]i;irt  of  the  ccmiir.  lie  liad  f .rnieTU  been 
a [ireaclier  of  Monnae  Ci'Uiity.  lllimfi^,  and  he 
labored  untiringly  for  the  spread  (T  the  go.-pel 
and  the  dissemination  of  tlie  seeds  of  truth, 
which  in  due  time  have  hrunghi  forth  rich 
liarve^ts  in  the  li\es  of  tho.se  with  tvhoni  h< 
came  in  C'.ntaet.  His  jiolitica!  allegiance  \va- 
giveii  to  the  Democracy  and  fraternal]}  he 
was  ciiimecled  with  tlie  .Masonic  lodge  at 
Grapevine.  \\  hen  calle:I  from  this  life  Tarrant 
cciuiity  lost  one  of  the  old  settlers  (.T  l!te  north- 
ern section  ;uid  a well  known  and  ui'ot  highl;, 
restHH'ted  citizen,  his  genial  manner,  kindl'. 
disposition  and  devotion  to  the  public  gc,(;.,T 
ha\  iiig  won  him  [lopul.arit}'.  L nto  him  .'iiid 
his  wife  were  born  the  following  named:  Julia 
A.,  now  the  wife  of  William  .Scribm  r of  .\da. 
Indian  Terrilc-ry;  John  D.,  who  is  living  in 
Arkansas;  Alarg-aret  C..  the  vcife  of  j.  Looj)- 
er.  of  _\da ; Karton  H.;  and  Rachel  the  wife 
of  X.  Butler,  wdio  is  living  at  South  Mc.Allisler 
in  In (1  i an  Te rri tor}  . 

Barton  H.  Starr  was  l)Ut  a little  cItiM  when 
brought  by  his  parents  to  Tarrant  county  and 
upon  the  homestead  farm  near  lirapevine  he 
was  reared,  actpiiring  his  editcation  in  the  ear- 
ly siibscripiioii  schools  of  that  locality.  In 
the  school  of  experience  he  has  also  learned 
mail}’  valnahle  le.ssons  wdiich  have  made  him 
a practical  business  man  and  worthy  citizen. 
M’hen  not  busy  with  his  text  books  he  assisted 
in  the  work  of  tilling  the  fields  and  earing  fur 
the  stock  and  has  since  engaged  in  general 
agricultural  inirsuits  and  stoek-rai'ing  on  Ins 
c>wn  account.  He  has  found  this  work  a protit- 
ahle  source  of  iiiecnne,  owing’  tci  Ins  c.ip.al'le 
management  and  keen  business  discernment 
and  since  1880  he  has  resided  at  his  jirescnt 
lilace  of  residence,  where  his  good  land  is  now 
highl}  cultivated  and  well  improved. 

In  i()00  Mr.  Starr  was  called  to  public  office 
by  his  fellow  townsinen.  who  recognized  his 
worth  and  ability  and  elected  him  commis- 
sioner of  Tarrant  count}’,  in  which  position 
he  served  for  two  years.  His  fraternal  affilia- 
tion i.s  with  Grapevine  lodge.  .No.  402,  1.  O.  O.  F.. 
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in  which  he  has  filled  all  of  the  ijffices.  He  is 
an  tarriesi  cliampinii  of  Dennacracy  and  aside 
from  party  association  lie  is  rccog-iiized  as  a 
puhlic-s[iirircd  citi/’cn,  who.se  aid  can  he  count- 
ed ii[ion  to  further  every  movement  for  the 
general  tjood. 

< >11  the  2Jnd  of  July.  1875,  Ftarr  was 
married  to  Miss  Emma  A.  J’roctor,  a native  of 
Mis>ouri,  and  a daughter  of  William  Proctor,  late 
of  Tarrant  coimtv.  Bv  this  union  seven  children 
have  been  hr)rn;  .Minnie,  the  wife  of  Dr.  C.  E. 
Walker,  id  Crrapc\  inc;  Ida.  the  wife  of  D.  It. 
Wall,  also  of  Grapevine  : Willie,  wife  of  Bradley 
Winfre\- ; Bertie,  John,  Barton  and  Emma,  all  at 
home  with  their  parents. 

D.WTEI.  CLEA\  ER  BR.VNT.  Scattered 
amoiig.-t  the  great  mass  of  the  miscellaneous 
(io])tilation  of  the  Lone  Star  state  are  now  and 
then  a re|)rescntative  of  original  families  of  the 
old  Republic  and  we  find  in  them  still  the  ster- 
ling elements  which  dominated  their  ‘ fore- 
fathers in  establishing  a new  state  and  guided 
them  in  their  wi.se  course  in  the  creation  of 
a commonwealth  that  is  most  ap]>ropriately 
termed  "the  Emjiire  State  of  the  West."  In 
the  jierson  of  D.  Cleaver  Brant  of  this  review 
one  of  the  pioneer  families  of  the  Republic  is 
reitresented,  for  a head-right  was  issued  to  his 
grandfather  in  those  early  times  which  he  laid 
on  ( tfficc  Branch  in  Denton  county  where  the 
Texas  history  of  this  worthy  family  begins. 

.\rchibald  Brant,  our  subject’s  gramlfather, 
migrated  to  Te.xas  from  Benton  county,  Mis- 
souri. ilis  head-right  of  .six  hundred  and  forty 
acres  was  laiil  on  ( )ffice  Branch,  as  noted,  and 
there  pass.?il.  in  the  stock  business,  the  remaining 
ye:!)"  cif  hii,  rather  short  life.  Their  trip  into 
the  state  was,  of  course,  made  in  wagons  and 
from  1845  to  iSiio.  the  founder  of  the  family 
\v;is  bvisv  with  the  work  of  unconsciously  i>er- 
fornting  ;i  part  in  the  building  of  a great  state 
and  in  rooting  his  family  |)ermanently  into 
the  sfii!  thereof.  He  was  born  in  the  state  of 
M issouri. 

\rchib:dd  Br.int.  our  subject's  father,  grew 
up  m Denton  ctiuntv . Te.xas,  whither  he  was 
bidught  in  infancy  from  his  native  place  in  Ben- 
ton county,  Missr)ttri.  His  birth  occttrreil  abottl 
iS.pp  and  when  he  reaciied  the  age  of  nsefnincss 
Vie  rodie  the  range  until  the  w.ar  came  on,  wlien  lie 
entered  the  ranks  at  seventeen  years  old  and  sol- 
diered for  the  t'onfederacy  until  its  cause  went 
down  in  defeat.  His  command  was  a part  of 
tlie  Tran>-.Mississi[)]fi  Department,  and  he  was 
once  woiuidcsl.  I Vir  .some  years  snliseqticnt  to 
the  war  he  was  engaged  in  freighting  from 


the  head  of  navigation  at  Jeffer.son  to  outlydng 
towms  and  also  as  a hand  on  the  cow  trail  from 
Texas  to  Baxter  Springs.  Kansas,  one  of  the 
shifiping  points  for  the  southwest.  He  seems 
to  have  e.stablished  himself  on  a farm  in  Dallas 
ccuinty  in  iSt’iO.  and  was  there  a farmer  and 
stockman  until  his  advent  to  Jack  county,  in 
1881.  He  located  on  Jim  Ned  mountain,  on 
the  old  Speer  pilacc,  where  he  pursued  his  vo- 
cation till  IbO'C  when  he  moved  to  Oklahoma 
and  is  now  a trader  ami  farmer  at  Wallers,  in 
(Vomanche  county. 

The  intimate  rclation.s  of  the  Brants  and  the 
Myers  date  from  the  marriage  of  Archibald 
Brant  and  Harriet  My'crs.  Mrs.  Brant  was  g 
daughter  of  the  pioneer  David  Myers,  who  lo- 
cated a head-right  on  M ill  branch,  five  miles 
east  of  Carrollton,  Dallas  county,  where  he  reared 
his  family,  maintained  himself  a useful,  active 
and  honored  citizen  and  died  Uiere  at  about  six- 
ty-five years  of  as'e.  Grandfather  Alyers  was 
an  emigrant  from  Illinois,  and  chose  for  his 
wife  jVIiss  Laticia  Radish,  who  bore  him;  Sarah, 
wife  of  .Andrew  Clark  : Mrs.  M'illiam  Barnes, 
Alr.s.  Arch  Fike  and  Mrs.  David  Ni.x;  Rev,  J. 
M.  Mvers,  a Ba|)tist  minister;  B.  Cleaver; 
George,  and  Thomas,  now  deceased.  A strong 
believer  in  the  promotion  of  the  interests  of 
the  church,  Grandfather  Myers  organized  the 
first  Baptist  church  ever  organized  in  Dallas 
county,  called  ‘'Lonesoinc  Dove  Church,”  situ- 
ated ten  miles  from  Grapevine,  and  with  its 
afi'airs  he  was  associated  as  long  as  he  remained 
on  earth. 

The  children  of  Archibald  and  Harriet  Brant 
are:  .Annie,  wife  of  .V.  .\shford,  of  Dallas; 
Alary,  wife  of  John  T.  Laird,  of  Jack  county; 
Daniel  Cleaver,  our  subject ; Effio.  who  married 
('.  H.  Cray  and  resides  in  Walters,  (Oklahoma; 
Bertie,  wife  of  M'illiam  Chancellor,  of  Caiiics- 
\ ille ; Jeff,  of  Walters,  and  Charles  and  SalHe, 
who  both  reside  in  Walters,  near  their  parents. 

Daniel  Cleaver  Brant  was  born  in  Denton 
countv,  Texas,  JAccember  1 1.  ISliT,  and  was 
fourteen  years  of  age  when  bis  life  liegan  in 
Lack  county.  The  |irimili\e  log  school  house 
was  in  evidence  even  in  his  mcxlern  ilav  and 
■•onic  of  his  few  months  of  .schooling  were 
jiassed  within  its  rude  walls.  .At  seventeen 
\ ears  of  age  he  undertook  the  care  and  respon- 
sibility of  hirmsclf.  He  worked  two  months  for 
a Jinny  and  traded  it  in  on  a buiich  of  one  hun- 
dred sheep  which  he  pastured  a year  and  sold 
for  five  hundred  dollars.  lie  bought  one 
hundred  yearlings  with  this  money  and  in  two 
t'car.s  scild  them  for  one  thousand  five  hundred 
ilollans.  Since  then  he  h.as  continued  to  trade  in 
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and  raise  cattle  with  a success  akin  to  his  first 
efforts.  In  1901  he  came  to  Lost  creek  where 
he  bought  the  “Biisk.skin  Hole  ” ranch  of  Ju'dge 
Horton  and  has  two  thousand  acres  leased  as 
a portion  of  his  thirty-one  hundred  acre  prop- 
erty. One  hundred  acres  heing  cnllivaled  to 
feed-stuff  and  the  ranch  is  amply  stocked,  range 
and  beef  cattle  comprising  his  herd,  and  of  the 
latter  he  ships  W'cekly  to  the  best  market  at  his 
command. 

In  December,  1891,  Mr.  Brant  married,  in 
Jack  county,  3Iar_y  I.  Stephens,  a daughter  of 
D.  L.  Stephens,  a cattleman  of  New  .\lexico, 
who  came  into  Jack  county  from  Lamar  in 
1886.  Mr.  Stephens  married  3Iartha  Hokit  and 
their  children  are ; Alice,  wife  of  Henry  Robin- 
son, of  New  Mexico;  Mrs.  Brant,  born  Decem- 
ber 2,  1868;  W.  Benjamin,  of  Jack  county; 
Agnes,  wife  of  J.  L.  Duerson,  of  Beaver  county, 
Oklahoma;  and  Ira,  who  married  Thomas 
Buckner,  of  New  Mexico.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Brant’s  children  are:  Carl,  Winnie  and  Archie. 

Mr.  Brant  is  one  of  the  younger  element  of 
cattlemen  who  has  achieved  constant  and  grati- 
ftdng  success.  Without  timidity  undertaking 
the  battle  of  life  and  with  courage  pursuing  his 
career  tow'ard  a satisfactory  conclusion,  he  is  an 
example  of  that  self-made  contingent  of  our 
citizenship  w'hose  success  is  ever  achieved  by 
surmounting  obstacle.s  and  ov'erconiing  difficul- 
ties. In  politics  he  and  his  forefathers  worship 
at  the  shrine  of  Democracy  and  he  is  a Master 
Mason,  of  Bridgeport. 

DANIEL  W.  WRISTEN.  Like  many  other 
pioneers  of  the  great  state  of  Texas,  Daniel  W. 
Wristen  started  out  in  business  life  at  the  bot- 
tom of  the  ladder.  Ilis  first  savings  were  from 
scanty  wages  earned  in  the  routine  work  of 
range  and  trail.  It  is  a rule  of  universal  appli- 
cation that  the  most  prosperous  men  are  tbo.se 
who  in  their  several  lines  of  labor  have  worked 
their  way  upw'ard  by  the  sheer  force  of  industry 
and  will,  utilizing  the  opportunities  which  all 
might  employ.  The  life  of  Mr.  Wndsten  may 
be  accepted  as  a fair  example  f)f  this  class  and 
it  contains  many  elements  wcmth3'  of  emulation. 

He  is  a native  of  Hopkins  county,  Kentucky, 
his  birth  having  occurred  about  four  miles 
south  of  Madi.sonville,  October  2i,  1839.  His 
parents  were  also  natives  of  that  state.  His 
father,  Elijah  Wristen,  W'as  born  near  Hopkins- 
ville, in  Christian  county,  and  his  mother, 
whose  maiden  name  was  Leona  Sisk,  w'as  a 
native  of  Hopkins  county',  where  she  made  her 
home  up  to  the  time  of  her  death.  Mr.  Wristen, 
how'ever,  left  Kentucky  and  founded  a tempor- 


ary home  in  Missouri,  (mrcharsing  land  near  the 
lower  line  of  New  Itladrid  county.  After  living 
there  for  nearly  t'.vo  years  among  the  swamp>s 
and  lowlands  of  that  district,  he  sold  hi.s  po.s- 
sessions  there  and  continued  hi.s  jciurney  to  the 
.southwest,  settling  in  .Parker  ctiuniy,  Texas,  in 
1852.  The  county  liad  just  hi-en  snrvey'ed  and 
soon  after  their  arrival  the  cmiiity  seat  was  es- 
tablished at  \\  catherford.  The  whole  country' 
was  comparatively  ojicn,  with  only  a few  set- 
tlements added  here  and  there.  The  Indians 
were  still  very'  numerous  and  many  time's  were 
>0  tronhlesome  as  to  cause  the  settlers  great 
concern  as  to  the  safety  of  their  families.  A 
more  extended  account  of  tlic  Indians  and  the 
many'  atrocious  crimes  and  depredations  they 
committed, will  he  found  in  another  part  of  thi.s 
w'Ork.  In  1863,  during  the  Civil  war,  the  W'ris- 
teri  family,  with  the  excepticjii  of  Ilaniel  and  his 
brother  Frank,  liad  to  seek  refuge  and  safety  in 
.\rkansas,  where  they  remained  until  peace 
had  been  established. 

Daniel  VV’.  Wristen  was  thirteen  y'ears  of 
age  when  his  father  removed  to  the  Lone  Star 
state.  Later,  when  settlers  were  more  numer- 
ous, a little  school  was  organized  for  the  bene- 
fit of  the  children  in  that  locality,  but  many 
times  it  was  broken  up  by  the  Indians,  who  ap- 
peared at  unexpected  moments  and  s]>read  ter- 
ror among  tlie  pupils.  The  most  .successful 
work  which  Mr-  \\’risten  ever  did  in  the  school- 
room was  during  one  winter  sitcnt  at  A’eather- 
ford.  After  he  was  eighteen  y'ears  of  age  he 
was  on  the  frontier,  where  excitement  ran 
high,  but  he  gained  thereby'  an  experience  ob- 
tained only  by  those  who  braved  the  dangers, 
trials  and  depredations  incident  to  the  life  in  the 
early  days  of  the  pioneer  district.  The  most 
lucrative  occupation  perhaps  in  which  he  en- 
gaged was  that  of  freighting.  Fitting  up  prop- 
er conveyances  he  hauled  freiglit  from  Houston 
to  Dallas  and  other  points  along  the  frontier, 
engaging  in  that  business  for  al>oiit  nine  y'ears. 

in  the  meantime,  in  1862,  Mr.  Wristen  was 
married,  the  lady  of  his  choice  being  IMiss  3Iary 
J.  Moore,  of  Parker  county.  He  had  also  es- 
tablished a farm  there,  whereim  his  family  re- 
sided. hut  on  many  ocea.sions,  because  of  busi- 
ness interests  he  was  obliged  to  he  away'  from 
home.  Cattle  raising  was  a large  industry  in 
this  country  then,  as  it  is  now,  and  many  times 
has  he  taken  lierds  of  cattle  across  the  plains 
into  Kansas.  On  some  of  these  occasions  In- 
dians would  be  encountered  and  whenever  they' 
desired  meal  they'  would  ride  up  to  the  men 
and  say'  “beef,”  with  the  result  that  one  was 
taken  from  the  herd  and  given  them.  Not  long 
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after  the  Civil  war  was  inaugurated  IMr.  \\'ris- 
ten  offered  his  services  to  the  cause  of  the 
south,  enlisting  in  Compan\'  K,  Fifth  Texas 
Mounted  Volunteers,  first  commanded  by  Colo- 
nel Tom  Green.  He  continued  in  the  service 
as  a Confederate  soldier  until  the  close  of, the 
war  and  participated  in  all  of  the  engagements 
of  his  regiment  except  for  a short  interv  al  when 
he  was  homo  on  detail  service.  In  1876  iMr. 
W risten  engaged  in  merchandising  about  ten 
miles  south  of  Weatherford,  near  Horseshoe 
Reml  on  the  Brazos  river,  anil  at  the  same  time 
he  ran  a gin,  and  conducted  a flouring  mill.  In 
1879  he  removed  his  stock  of  merchandise  to 
Taylor  county  and  opened  a store  at  Buffalo 
Gap,  which  was  then  the  county  seat.  When 
the  Texas  & Pacific  Railroad  was  built,  the 
county  seat  was  changed  to  Abilene  and  the 
bulk  of  the  business  of  the  country  became  cen- 
tered in  the  new  town.  There  seeking  a chance 
to  better  his  condition  and  to  keep  in  touch  with 
the  [irugress  of  the  country  Air.  VWisten  again 
moved  his  stock  of  goods  in  1882,  becoming  one 
of  the  early  merchants  of  Abilene,  where  he 
continued  successfully  in  business  until  1900, 
when  he  disj)osed  of  his  mercantile  interests. 
His  attention  is  now  largely  concentrated  in 
the  suj»ervisii III  of  his  landed  and  other  inter- 
ests in  the  community.  He  is  regarded  as  one 
of  the  repre.sentative  business  men.  his  enter- 
prise and  labor  proving  the  foundation  for  his 
>])lendid  success. 

In  1900  Air.  Wristen  was  called  upon  to 
mourn  the  loss  of  his  wife,  who  died  on  the  17II1 
of  June  of  that  year.  .She  was  the  mother  of 
ten  living  children,  >ix  sons  and  four  daughter.-. 
His  ])resent  wife,  to  whom  he  W'as  married  in 
October,  kjoj.  was  formerly  Aliss  Nettie 
ritornton.  a native  of  Illinois.  Air.  Wristen  has 
been  a Mason  for  more  than  eighteen  years, 
having  taken  the  various  degrees  of  lodge, 
chapter  and  coinmandery , so  that  he  is  now  a 
Knight  Templar.  He  has  always  been  actively 
interested  in  pulilic  affairs,  especially  in  the 
growth  and  development  of  Western  Texas, 
and  his  efforts  have  been  far-reaching  and  ben- 
eficial. He  has  served  the  city  of  Ahilene  as 
mayor  for  nine  vears,  being  the  incumbent  for 
five  terms,  the  first  of  one  year,  while  the  others 
are  of  two  vears  each.  In  the  .summary  of  his 
life  work  we  can  cla.ss  him  with  the  most  suc- 
cessful business  men  of  this  section  of  the 
slate  His  is  the  character  that  creates,  de- 
velops and  utilizes.  He  is  generous,  enter- 
prising and  energetic,  and  with  him  accomplish- 
ment is  paramount  to  acquisition  and  whole- 
some utilization  the  supreme  creed  of  his  na- 
ture. 


HOX.  D.WII)  G.  HILL,  recognized  as  one 
of  the  political  leaders  of  the  state  and  one  of 
the  oldest  members  of  the  bar  of  Abilene,  was 
born  in  Fayette  county,  Texas,  August  12, 1858, 
his  parents  being  M.  11.  and  Alary  (Knox)  Hill, 
both  natives  of  Alissouri.  AVith  other  promi- 
nent families  of  that  state  they  became  early 
settlers  of  Texas,  arriving  here  about  1840,  at 
wdiich  time  they  established  their  home  in  Fay- 
ette County.  They  reared  a family'  of  Iw'o  sons 
and  five  daughters,  all  of  whom  are  yet  living. 
The  father,  however,  died  in  1888,  having  long 
made  his  home  there  and  reared  his  family  upon 
the  ranch.  He  was  a farmer  and  dealer  in 
stock  and  his  business  grew  to  extensive  and 
]>rofitable  proportions.  His  widow  survived 
until  1902  and  passed  away  in  San  Angelo  at 
the  home  of  her  daughter.  Airs-  C.  H.  Powell. 

David  G.  Hill  was  reared  upon  his  father’s 
farm,  where  he  remained  until  about  eighteen  or 
nineteen  years  of  age.  He  was  educated  in  the 
private  schools  of  the  country  and  at  I'rinity, 
Limestone  county,  Texas,  where  he  pursued  his 
studies  for  about  three  years,  entering  in  the 
fall  of  1875  and  remaining  there  until  1878. 
His  literary  education  having  been  completed  he 
entered  upon  the  .study  of  law'  at  Brenham,  Texas, 
reading  with  different  attorneys  there,  and  in 
1880  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar  at  Brenham. 

Judge  Hill  began  practice  in  LaGrange,  Fay- 
ette county,  where  he  continued  for  about  a 
year,  and  in  September,  t88i,  came  to  Abilene, 
where  he  opened  a law  office  in  connection  with 
S.  W.  Johnston.  The  partnership  continued 
for  only  about  six  months,  however,  after  which 
Judge  Hill  was  in  practice  alone  until  the  No- 
vember election  of  1882,  when  he  was  elected 
county  attorney  for  a term  of  two  years.  In 
the  fall  of  1884  he  was  elected  district  attorney 
for  the  forty-second  district,  comprising  thirty'- 
two  coimtie.s,  only  foimecn  of  which  were  regu- 
larly' organized,  however,  at  that  time,  the 
others  being  attached  for  judicial  purposes.  He 
continued  to  fill  that  position  until  the  summer 
of  18S6,  when  he  resigned  because  of  ill  health. 
When  the  county  seat  of  Taylor  county  was 
removed  from  Buffalo  Gap  to  Abilene,  a city 
form  of  government  had  not  been  developed, 
and  Judge  Hill  took  care  of  the  first  ordinance 
and  served  for  about  six  or  eight  months  as 
alderman.  This  was  before  an  election  could 
be  held  and  he  acted  in  that  capacity  until  the 
town  government  had  been  so  directed  that 
an  election  of  officers  could  be  had.  After  re- 
signing the  district  attorneyship  he  resumed 
the  practice  of  law',  in  which  he  continued  until 
elected  to  the  county  bench  in  1890  and  with 
the  exception  of  a period  of  six  months  he  has 
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continuously  served  from  that  time  to  the  pres- 
ent, covering  fifteen  yeans.  In  1900  he  declined 
to  be  a candidate  and  C.  M.  Christ enberry  wa.s 
elected  but  died  in  office  about  the  1st  of  May, 
1901,  at  which  time  Judge  Hill  wa.s  appointed 
by  the  commis.sioner  of  the  court  to  fill  out  the 
unexpired  term,  and  in  1902  he  was  again  elect- 
ed, since  which  time  he  has  occupied  the  po.si- 
tion.  During  each  succe.ssive  year  of'his  ad- 
ministration he  was  appointed  bt'  the  commis- 
sioner of  court  to  the  office  of  countv'  superin- 
tendent of  public  instruction  and  with  the  ex- 
ception of  one  year  has  served  continuously 
in  that  ])osition. 

Judge  Hill  was  in  Abilene  w'hen  it  was  a 
city  of  tents  and  has  seen  it  develop  to  its  pres- 
ent prosperous  comlition,  having  every  modern 
convenience  and  every  indication  (>f  an*  ad- 
vanced civilization.  He  has  been  before  the 
city  almost  constantly  in  i)ublic  office  and  his 
record  is  one  over  which  there  falls  no  shadow' 
or  suspicion  of  evil.  He  has  been  one  of  the 
stockholders  of  the  Citizens’  National  Bank  of 
Abilene  and  is  also  interested  in  ranching,  hav- 
ing valuable  landed  holdings  in  the  southwest 
of  Taylor  count}',  devoted  to  the  raising  of 
cattle.  His  fraternal  relations  are  \yith  the  Odd 
Fellows  and  Elks,  belonging  to  both  lodges 
in  Abilene. 

On  the  4th  of  December.  1884,  Judge  Hill 
was  married  to  Miss  Lucerne  Campbell,  of 
Tuskegee,  Alabama,  and  they  have  six  chil- 
dren, three  .sons  and  three  daughters. 

Judge  Hill  is  w'ell  known  as  one  of  the  prom- 
inent Democratic  leaders  of  the  state  and  his 
interest  in  political  matters  is  deep  and  sin- 
cere- He  has  a statesman’s  grasp  of  affairs  and 
is  thoroughly  informed  concerning  the  great 
i.ssues  which  div'ide  the  two  parties.  He  W'as  a 
delegate  to  the  Democratic  state  convention 
in  Dallas,  in  1896,  and  served  as  a member 
of  the  platform  and  resolutions  committees 
which  settled  the  flifferences  between  the  Clark 
and  Hogg  factions  of  the  party.  He  is  to-day 
one  of  the  oldest  members  of  the  Abilene  bar, 
a man  of  sound  judgment,  well  versed  in  the 
law  and  a speaker  of  superior  oratorical  power 
and  force.  His  decisions  are  notable  examples 
of  judicial  soundness,  based  upcm  a careful 
understamling  of  the  points  in  litip'ation  and 
of  the  law'  applicable  thereto  and  it  is  seldom 
that  his  opinions  are  reversed  by  the  higher 
courts.  The  cause  of  education  has  ever  found 
in  him  a champion  and  he  has  taken  an  active 
and  helpful  interest  in  the  schools  of  the  coun- 
ty which  have  prospered  under  his  guidance, 
and  rank  with  the  best  in  the  state.  His  con- 


stant aim  is  for  improvement  and  he  strives 
to  obtain  and  maintain  a spirit  of  harmony 
amotig  the  educational  friends  of  the  county. 

JOHN  D.  PARR.  The  farming  interests 
of  Montague  county  lind  a worthy  rejtresenta- 
tivein  John  D.  Parr,  who  was  born  in  Grayson 
county,  Texas,  July  2j,  i8<x>.  1 lis  parents  were 
Jesse  C.  and  Rachel  R.  (l-'islier)  Parr.  The 
father  was  a native  of  Tennessee  and  the  ntcith- 
er  of  Harri.son  county.  Texas,  in  which  locality 
they  were  married,  Mr.  Parr  having  come  to 
this  state  in  [850.  His  father,  Berry  'B.  Parr, 
was  likewise  a native  of  Tennessee  and  devoted 
his  attention  to  farming  there  until  after  the 
birth  of  his  eight  children.  In  1831  he  removed 
to  Washington  county,  Arkansas,  which  was 
then  a new-  country  sparsely  settled,  and  in  the 
w'ork  of  improvement  and  progress  tiicre  he 
took  an  active  and  helpful  part.  The  locality 
in  which  he  made  his  home  became  knowm  as 
Parr  Prairie,  and  there  he  o])cned  up  a farm, 
which  he  successfully  cultivated.  He  belonged 
to  the  Cumberland  Presbyterian  churcli.  in 
which  he  was  a minister  and  regular  circuit 
rider,  devoting  the  greater  part  of  his  atten- 
tion to  his  religious  duties,  while  emj)loying 
others  to  care  for  his  farm.  He  remained  in 
Washington  county  until  1837,  when  he  re- 
moved to  Mis.st)uri,  settling  in  Barry  county, 
where  he  bought  land  and  improved  a second 
farm.  Again  he  became  a pioneer  minister  and 
farmer  and  soon  had  regrdar  charges  to  fill. 
His  labors  were  v'aluahle  in  the  material  and 
moral  development  of  the  community  and  he 
left  behind  him  the  j)riceless  heritage  of  an 
untarnished  name  and  a memory  which  i>  en- 
shrined in  the  hearts  of  all  with  whom  he  had 
come  in  contact.  He  was  a stanch  Democrat 
and  .served  as  justice  (>f  the  peace,  but  cared 
little  for  office.  His  death  occurred  in  April, 
1849,  and  his  U'ife  i>asscd  away  in  1852.  She 
was  also  a worthy  member  of  the  Cumberland 
Presbyterian  church.  Their  children  were: 
John  O,  who  came  to  Texas  in  pioneer  times 
and  died  in  this  state  after  devoting  many  years 
to  religious  work  as  a regular  minister  of  the 
Cumberland  Pre.sbyterian  church:  Eliza,  the 

wife  of  R.  Price;  Jesse  C. ; Elzira,  the  wife 
of  L.  C.  Botton,  a Cumberland  Pre.sbyterian 
minister;  James  H-,  of  Erath  county,  'Fexas; 
A.  J.,  who  died  in  Arkansas ; Z.  H..  who  died  in 
Denton  county,  Texas;  Pressley  ()..  w’ho  died 
in  Montague  county;  Mrs.  Martha  M.  Jarrett: 
Berry  T.,  e.x-county  treasurer  of  Montague 
county;  and  Alvina  T.,  the  wife  of  M.  A.  Sap- 
pington. 
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Jose  (.  . Farr,  the  father  t)f  our  subject,  was 
born  anil  reared  in  reniies^ee  and  after  his 
marriage  became  a resident  of  llarrison  coun- 
ty, 'I'exas,  but  within  a sliiart  jicriod  removed 
to  t.3ra_vs<.ii  county,  vvlic-re  lie  bouglit  land  and 
develsnied  a farm,  iiecoming  a prosperous  agri- 
culluiisi.  .\t  tlie  time  of  tlie  Civil  war,  how- 
ever, lie  put  a-'ide  all  business  and  personal 
considcrati(>ns  and  entered  the  army,  sen  ing 
in  the  frontier  dejiartinent  a.s  a patrol  and 
guard  against  the  ajiproaches  of  the  red  men 
In  this  way  he  had  some  lively  skirmishe.s  with 
the  Indians  aiul  he  continued  in  that  service 
until  the  close  of  the  war.  In  the  fall  of  1805 
he  .sold  hi.s  property  in  ijraysrin  county  and 
purchased  a farm  in  Ifcnton  county,  which  he 
condnclei!  for  a number  of  years.  There  his 
wife  <lied  and  later  he  married  again,  fie  spent 
three  years  on  the  farm,  after  which  he  re- 
turned tr)  the  old  home.stead,  jiassing  away  in 
Denton  countv.  Texas,  in  1879.  He  was  a de- 
voted inemher  of  the  Caimberlatid  Presbyterian 
(hnrch,  taking  a very  active  yiart  in  its  work 
aiul  in  the  extension  of  its  inniience.  He  filled 
V ariotis  (ifficcs  in  the  church,  was  a gtiod  talker 
and  exh< srler  and  a most  devoted  Christian  gen- 
tleman. He  also  belonged  to  the  Independent 
birder  of  t icM  Fellows.  His  first  wife  died  in 
1870.  She  was  a reiiresenlalive  of  an  honored 
pioneer  family  of  ilarrison  count}',  and  was 
the  youngest  of  a family  of  four  children,  the 
others  being:  William,  of  Dallas.  Texas; 

I^evvis,  who  in  1845  t'cnt  to  California,  where 
lie  lost  his  life;  and  Taint,  who  went  to  Cali- 
fornia in  1840. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jesse  Parr  had  a family  of 
eleven  children;  Lon.  the  wife  of  J.  Arm- 
strong; David  T.,  a farmer;  Julia,  who  died  in 
infancy;  Mattie  li  , the  wife  of  J.  N.  P>iirden ; 
]ohn  Maggie  C.,  the  wife  of  I.  C.  Holder; 
Dixie  L..  the  wife  of  P.  b henoweth ; Minnie, 
the  wife  of  (i.  Holder;  William  L..  dcceasevl ; 
Zula,  the  wife  of  Lee  "^I’oung:  and  Julia,  who 
became  Mrs.  Rowniaii,  ,\fter  losing  his  first 
w ife  the  father  married  again,  his  second  union 
being  with  Mary  Wa<le.  and  thev  liad  two  chil- 
dren : Sally',  the  wife  of  11.  Robiirscui ; and 

Xanev,  who  lives  in  Childrv.’ss  county,  Texas. 

fohn  D.  Parr  is  a native  son  cif  I'cxas.  thor- 
oughly identified  with  the  peojile  and  interests 
of  the  state  ami  imbued  with  the  jirogressive 
spirit  wliicli  is  bringing  a ra])id  development 
hero.  1 le  remained  under  the  jiarental  roof 
until  he  liad  attained  his  majority  and  in  18S1 
was  niarned  to  Miss  Nellie  H-  Lynch,  who  was 
in  ,St.  Louis  county,  Missouri,  June  15, 


i8<>5,  and  wlto  ha.s  proved  to  him  a faithful 
ccuiipaiiion  and  helpmate  and  an  excellent  ad- 
viser. Slic  is  a daughter  of  Thomas  and  !Mary 
lAfiirfdiyi  Lynch,  the  former  a native  of  Ire- 
land and  the  latter  of  Missouri,  their  marriage 
hav  ing  occurred  here  at  St.  Louis.  'I'lie  father 
was  a railroad  man  and  tlied  in  St.  Louis,  Mis- 
souri. His  only  child  was  Mrs.  Parr.  The 
mother  still  survives  and  is  now  the  wife  of 
Pressley  O.  Parr  of  Tennessee,  an  uncle  of  our 
subject,  who  in  an  earlv  day  came  to  Texas. 
•After  the  Civil  w ar,  hovvev  er.  he  went  to  Mis- 
souri, where  he  married,  l.ater  he  returned 
to  I'exas,  where  he  successfully  carried  on 
farming  in  Alomague  county  up  to  tlie  lime  of 
his  death  in  April,  1900.  flis  children  were; 
Hevirge  I..;  Airs.  Ella  Criiinpi;  Joe  C-;  Adda, 
the  wife  of  R.  Hanley:  Eva  M.,  the  wife  of 
Richard  Hanley ; and  Edgar  Z.  The  mother 
is  still  living  at  the  age  of  sixty-six  years  and 
is  a faithful  member  of  the  Cumberland  Pres- 
byterian church. 

In  the  year  of  his  marriage  John  D.  Parr 
came  to  Alontaguc  county,  where  he  purchased 
land  and  improved  a farm.  He  yet  resides  on 
hi.s  first  tract  of  one  hundred  and  sixty-six 
acres,  to  which  he  has  added,  however,  until 
he  now  has  four  hundred  and  eiglitv'-six  acres 
This  he  has  transformed  into  a valuable  })rop- 
erty,  bringing  tw'o  hundred  and  fifteen  acres 
of  land  up  to  a high  state  of  cultivation.  He 
carries  on  general  agricultural  pursuits  and  also 
feeds  hogs  for  the  market.  In  all  of  his  work 
he  is  practical  and  enterjtrising  and  his  labors 
liave  been  attended  with  a .gratifying  measure 
of  success.  His  first  dw'elling  was  destroyed 
l.iy  fire  together  w’ith  all  its  contents,  but  he 
has  since  erected  a more  modern  and  coiiimo- 
ilious  residence  two  stories  in  height  and  taste- 
fully furnished.  He  has  also  built  the  neces- 
sary unthnildings  Fir  the  shelter  of  grain  and 
stock,  has  planted  an  orchard  and  has  other- 
wise improved  his  property. 

The  home  of  Mr-  and  Afrs.  Parr  has  been 
blessed  with  six  children:  Grace,  the  wife  of 
C.  E.  Bell;  Jesse  .M„  who  follow  ^ farming; 
Rachel,  .Alice,  Ruth  E.  and  .Mattie  A.,  all  at 
lirime.  The  parents  arc  members  of  the  Cum- 
berland Presbvterian  church,  in  the  work  of 
which  thev  take  an  active  and  helpful  part  and 
Air.  Parr  is  now  serving  as  one  of  its  elders. 
He  is  also  connected  with  the  Woodmen  of 
the  World  and  lie  has  a very  wide  and  favorable 
acquaintance  in  Alontague  county,  where  he 
has  now  lived  for  almost  a quarter  of  a cen- 
tury. 


.MR.  AXD.  MRS.  DAVID  L.  EDGIN 
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JOHN  W.fEF.Y  RAINES.  In  the  matter  of 
.service  as  a public  official,  John  W.  Raines', 
tenure  of  office  made  him  almost  a veteran. 
The  distinction  of  an  early  settler  also  attaches 
to  him  and  this  fact,  coupled  with  his  long  ca- 
reer in  public  life,  renders  him  probably  the 
most  widely  known  citizen  in  Alontagne 
county. 

While  Mr.  Raines  came  to  Texas  in  1875, 
he  passed  the  first  year  in  Ellis  county  and 
succeeding  three  years  on  Cowhouse  river, 
in  Coryell  county,  in  each  of  which  communi- 
ties he  was  occupied  with  the  duties  of  the 
farm-  He  emigrated  to  the  Lone  Star  st.ate 
from  Maury  county,  Tennessee,  where  his  birth 
occurred  June  il,  1843.  ^ of  Wil- 

liam Raines  and  his  childhood  was  pas.sed  as 
a farmer  boy  and  the  country  schools  provided 
him  with  a meager  knowledge  of  books. 

William  Raines  was  born  in  Maury  county, 
Tennessee,  in  1809,  and  grevv  u])  in  that  then 
new'  country,  devoting  his  life  to  farming,  and 
died  Januarj'  30,  1852.  He  was  a son  of  James 
Raines,  who  went  into  Maury  county  from 
North  Carolina  and  died  about  1846.  He  mar- 
ried Sarah  AI.  Wiley,  who  died  the  same  month 
and  year  of  his  own  demise,  and  their  children 
were:  Alary  and  Sarah  T.,  both  died  in  Ten- 
nessee, the  former  as  Airs.  C.  AL  Edw'ards  and 
the  latter  as  the  wife  of  R.  W.  Kirkpatrick, 
and  botli  left  families:  John  W..  our  subject; 
Harriet  J.,  wife  of  ^^ulliam  Lunn,  died  in 
Bowie:  and  Laura  \k,  wife  of  Ed.  AI.  Lunn,  of 
Young  county,  Texas. 

John  W.  Raines  knew  nothing  of  the  world 
at  the  age  of  nineteen  beyond  the  limits  of  his 
uncle’s  farms.  Early  in  1862  he  enlisted  in 
Company  E,  Ninth  Tennessee  Cav.alry,  under 
Colonel  George  Bantz  and  saw  service  in  many 
of  the  Confederate  states.  Genera!  Joe  Wheel- 
er w'as  his  commander-in-chief  and  he  partici- 
pated in  the  battles  of  Forts  HeniW'  and  Donel- 
son.  At  the  latter  place  his  regiment  was  cap- 
tured but  he  made  his  escape  and  rejoined  his 
regiment,  after  its  exchange,  at  Fort  Hudson. 
The  succeeding  two  years  he  was  on  guard  and 
picket  duty  in  Louisiana  under  Alajor  Aiken, 
but  was  transferred  w'ith  his  regiment  to  Dal- 
ton, Georgia,  where  his  division  covered  he 
Gonfederate  retreat  from  Atlanta,  being  on  the 
skirmish  line  all  the  way.  From  Atlanta  the 
regiment  returned  to  Tennessee  on  the  scout 
and  wa.s  at  Columbia,  that  state,  when  surrend- 
ered at  the  close  of  the  war. 

On  his  return  home  and  resumption  of  civil 
life  Air.  Raines  dro])ped  into  his  favorite  vo- 
cation, farming.  In  the  ten  years  that  he  re- 


mained in  Tcnnc.ssee  he  acquired,  by  hard 
work,  some  jiropcrty,  and,  as  results  came 
slrnvl}'.  he  decidei.l  to  try  hi.s  fortune  in  the  new 
we.st.  He  drove  his  team  with  his  faniilv  and 
effects  to  Alemphis.  sliipped  from  there  to  Lit- 
tle Rock  and  completed  the  journey  at  the  end 
of  six  weeks,  when  he  drew  up  in  Ellis  county, 
Texas,  in  1875. 

Coming  into  Alontague  county  in  1879,  he 
located  on  a tract  of  raw  land  near  where 
Bowie  was  afterward  built  and  i)roceeded  with 
its  fencing,  improvement  and  cultivation  until 
he  established  himself  in  the  grocery  business 
in  Bowie.  He  had  taken  little  active  interest 
in  ftolitics  ]>rior  to  his  ai)]Kn'ritment  as  deputy 
sheriff,  in  1888,  and  he  served  Ids  first  two 
years  under  I..  L.  AleLain.  He  was  retained 
by  Sheriff  T.  L.  Garri.son  during  his  six-year 
term  and  wa.s  then,  in  1896,  himself  elected  to 
the  office.  He  was  re-elected  in  1898,  1900  and 
, 1902,  completing  sixteen  years  of  fairliful  serv- 
ice in  the  one  office,  with  his  retirement  in 
November,  1904. 

Resuming  private  life  again.  Air.  Raines 
brought  his  family  to  Bowie,  where  he  owns 
both  residence  and  husine.ss  ]>roperty-  He  also 
owns  a farm  of  two  hundred  and  si.\1y-two 
acres  near  Alontague  and  i.s  in  other  ways  sub- 
stantially identified  vvith  the  county. 

In  -August.  1862,  Air.  Raines  married  Alary  J. 
Cavender.  a daughter  of  Stejvheu  Cavender, 
a North  Carolinian  and  a fanner.  Of  the  chil- 
dren of  this  union  AVilliam  died  in  1901 ; Luther 
A.  married  Lillian  Wilson  and  is  a resident  of 
Bowie.  Texas;  Edw-ard  C.,  of  Bowie,  married 
Alollie  Stillwell;  .Sarah  V.,  is  the  wife  of  J.  D. 
Jamison,  of  Alontague;  John  E.,  of  Albany', 
Texa.s,  i.s  married  to  Sallie  Bisliop;  Haughty, 
is  the  wife  of  William  Turner  of  Gainesville, 
and  Dallas  Raines  resides  in  Alontague  and  is 
married  to  Ella  Ni.x. 

Air.  Raines  is  an  Odd  I''eIlow,  a Baptist  and 
belongs  to  the  Bowde  Pelham  Camp,  lA  C.  V. 

DAVID  L.  EDGTN.  The  actual  energy  ex- 
pended in  the  material  improvement  of  the 
rural  precincts  of  Alontague  coumy.  as  well  as 
of  other  countie.s  of  the  state,  came  from  the 
rank  and  file  of  the  sturdy  farm  and  slock  men, 
who,  bent  u|>on  the  esiahlishment  and  eventual 
ownership  of  a home,  came  hither  nith  their 
little  families  and  beg'an  tlie  career  which  now- 
marks  them  as  leaders  among  successful  men. 
I'o  the  subject  of  tills  article  credit  is  due  for 
the  distinct  part  play  ed  by  him  and  his  in  the 
building  up  of  a modest  home  and  the  conse- 
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(|uent  reduction  and  beaiitiH  ing  of  the  surface 
of  his  county, 

Mr.  lldgin  has  been  a resident  of  Texas  long 
I I lough  to  remernher  it  distinctly  as  a frontier 
country.  Indeed,  he  was  an  active,  integral 
part  of  the  \ cry  frontier  during  the  }'ears  of  his 
lontli  and  early  manhood,  for  his  father  es- 
tablished the  family  in  I'alo  Pinto  county  in 
December,  lS(i4,  at  a time  when  domestic  tran- 
<|iiillit\  was  far  from  being  e.stablished.  for  the 
North  and  the  South  w ere  fighting  to  the  death 
and  the  red  man  was  making  his  moonlight 
\isits  and  leaving  theft  and  murder  on  his  trail 
on  the  border  in  Texas.  No  family  home  felt 
-.ecure  for  ten  t ears  after  that  date,  in  \\  est 
Texas  counties,  and  uneasy  sat  the  cowboy  as 
he  rode  the  silent  jirairies  t>n  his  daily  or  nightly 
rounds,  for  tlic  Comanche  atul  the  Kiowa  rdten 
left  his  body  to  the  vultures  and  his  hone.s  to 
bleach  in  the  sun. 

From  eleven  years  of  age  to  his  twenty-fifth 
year  lJa\  id  1-.  Edgin's  liomc  w-as  in  the  saddle. 
His  father  became  a stockman  on  entering  Palo 
Pinto  county,  pro^pereil  and  numbered  hi^ 
cattle  Iw  tile  hundrerls  of  head.  W hilc  he 
usually  marketed  his  beef  on  the  range,  he  fol- 
lowed the  practice  of  leading  men  of  the  time, 
on  cuie  occasion,  and  drove  his  cattle  to  the 
l\an.-,as  market  and  shipping  point  .at  Abilene. 
'Phe  e.xtcnt  of  hi.s  operatioms  made  him  widely 
known  on  the  border  and  his  son  David  L.  wa.s 
associated  with  every  imiiortant  event  in  that 
jici'iod  of  his  father’s  career. 

januarv  40,  ls'i;i,  David  T^.  Edgin  was  horn 
m Pike  county.  Arkansas,  and  from  that  point 
the  family  migrated  to  Texas.  From  there, 
also,  tdiurchwell  Edgin,  his  father,  entered  the 
Confeiletale  army  ami  served  one  year  with  the 
regulars  and  the  remainder  of  the  time,  until  his 
dep<nrUire  for  the  west,  in  the  Home  Guard.  The 
latter  vias  liorn  in  Middle  Tennessee  about  the 
year  1M7  and  grew  to  manhood  and  married 
1 liere.  His  father  w as  Thoma.s  Edgin,  who  died 
in  Franklin  county,  Arkansas,  whither  the  family 
rcriuwed  from  Tennessee.  'Fhomas  Edgin  mar- 
ried a .Miss  .Mc.Ncw  and  their  issue,  wdio  reach- 
ed maturiiN  , were:  thnrchweli,  Nathan,  Celia, 
wife  of  Washington  (onatscr:  and  ,Meli.ssa, 
who  ni.arried  ;i  Mr,  thshorn.  His  wife  died  in 
>,arly  life  and  then  tdi andfathci  Edgin  married 
a .Miss  t'onatser.  and  b\  this  marriage  there 
w ere  sci  eral  children  whcisc  name.s  wc  are  not 
now  able  to  learn. 

I hiirchwell  I'dgin  married  Mahala,  a 
daughter  of  Henry  Conatser.  The  Conatsers 
were  of  German  origin  and  Henry,  onr  suh- 
iect's  grandfather,  was  a Tennessee  farmer. 


Mahala  Edgin  died  in  .Arkansa.s,  while  the  fam- 
il}’  tvas  moving  from  Franklin  to  Pike  county, 
in  the  year  IBbl.  The  issue  of  Churchwxll  and 
Mahala  Etigin  were:  William,  of  Palo  Pinto 

county  : James,  of  McCombs,  Oklahoma;  David 
L. ; Sarah,  wife  of  .Andrew  McBride,  of  Beaver 
county,  Oklahoma:  Nancy''  A.,  who  married 
Thomas  Gant,  cif  Archer  county,  Texas;  and 
Nathan,  who  resides  in  the  Creek  Nation, 
('hurchwell  Edgin  married  for  hi.s  second  wife 
rielilah  Alatthew's,  who  bore  him:  George,  of 
.\rchcr  county:  Mahala,  wife  of  George  Row- 
land, of  Wise  county:  Luc,  who  married  James 
Houghton,  of  W ise  county,  and  John,  of  Indian 
Territory. 

David  L.  Edgin  came  to  maturity'  at  a time 
yvheii  educational  and  other  favorable  advantages 
were  at  a loyv  chb.  Ills  services  became  valu- 
alile  as  a coyvboy  scKvn  after  he  reached  the 
prairie.s  of  Palo  Pinto  count}'  and  he  became  in- 
terested in  little  else  until  his  cattle  career 
ended.  He  possessed  a pony  at  his  marriage 
and  he  made  a crop  that  year  on  rented  land. 
,\fter  another  crop  season  he  moved  to  Mon- 
tague comity,  bringing  some  forty  head  of  cattle 
with  him  as  his  own.  He  settled  in  the  com- 
munity tyvo  and  a half  miles  northeast  of  Boyvie 
where  he  soon  bought  a quarter  section  cif  Hill 
county  sch(X)l  land.  He  has  bought  and  sold  sev- 
eral other  places  in  the  neighlx)rhood,  as  he  sayv  a 
chance  to  make  some  money,  and  oyvns  a farm 
of  one  hundred  and  ninety-five  acres.  It  has 
been  as  a farmer  that  he  has  made  his  chief 
Micce.ss  and  he  is  numbered  among  the  success- 
ful agriculturists  of  his  locality. 

November  1!>,  18T5.  Mr.  Edgin  married  Della 
Abbey,  a daughter  of  James  Abbey  and  IMar- 
gret  l)yvire.  the  mother  a native  of  Illinois  and 
father  of  Canada.  The  children  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Edgin  are;  Elmer,  yvho  married  Mamie 
Teague : Chnrchyvell,  yvhose  yvife  yvas  May 
romhlenson  : ,\nnie,  wife  of  George  Teague; 
Cordelia,  yvho  married  b'rank  Smith:  David  L., 
Jr.;  and  Lillie  M.  All  the  married  children 
reside  near  their  jiarents  and  are  a|>plying  th.em- 
selves  diligently  towartl  the  acquiienieut  of 
homes.  W bile  father  and  sons  are  all  party 
men  in  jiolitics  not  one  is  ambitions  beyond  the 
casting  of  his  ballot  for  Democratic  candidates. 
Ill  religious  matteis  the  family  holds  to  Prot- 
estantism and  worships  with  the  Missionary 
Baptists. 

While  Mr.  Edgin  has  been  achieving  success 
upon  the  farm  he  has  been  unconsciously  ac- 
quiring standing  and  itiflitence  as  a citizen.  He 
has  gone  about  his  every  day  affairs  without 
boast  or  bluster,  apjireciative  of  the  blessings 
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bestowed  by  Providence  and  content  each  year 
with  the  substantial  w'innings  he  made.  Pre- 
maturely racked  in  health  by  years  spent  in  the 
saddle,  in  foul  weather  as  well  as  fair,  he  has 
yet  some  years  of  vigor  for  the  accomplishment 
of  good  things  in  his  community.  Mr.  Edgin 
ranged  during  the  time  when  the  semi-wild 
and  ownerless  cattle  crowded  the  range  and  all 
of  these  mavericks  that  could  be  rt)])cil  and 
branded  belonged  to  the  man  accompli.shing 
that  round-up. 

DAV’ID  ]M.  PAYNE,  a wholesale  ]>roduce 
and  commission  merchant  of  El  Paso,  is  too 
■well  known  to  the  citizens  of  this  part  of  the 
state  to  need  any  special  introduction.  He 
was  born  at  Petersburg,  Virginia.  February  ii, 
i860,  and  is  descended  from  Welch  ancestry 
on  the  paternal  side,  wliile  in  tlie  maternal  line 
he  represents  one  of  the  old  families  of  V^ir- 
ginia,  who  were  of  English  de.scent.  His  par- 
ents were  David  II.  and  .^nn  E.  (Pace)  Payne. 
The  family  home  ■w'as  in  the  contested  district 
that  lay  between  the  opposing  armies  at  the 
time  of  the  Civil  war,  and  adjoined  tliat  sjH-cial 
locality  known  as  the  “Crater,’’  where  occurred 
the  battle  in  which  thousands  of  .soldiers 
rushed  nito  the  mines  at  Petersburg.  This  en- 
gagement took  filacc  on  the  Riddick  farm,  which 
adjoined  the  old  homestead  of  tlie  I’a\ne  family. 
The  members  of  the  hou.sehold  fled  to  a tobac- 
co factory  at  Petersburg,  where  about  fifty 
families  had  sought  refuge,  and  afterward  took 
refuge  at  Abingdon,  Washington  county,  Vir- 
ginia, for  it  was  un.safe  to  remain  in  their  own 
home,  and  indeed  their  residence  was  riddled 
by  cannon  balls  and  other  missiles.  The  father 
was  exemjit  by  age  from  active  service  in  the 
regular  Confederate  army,  but  belonged  to  the 
Home  Guards  and  w'as  wounded  at  Petersburg. 
He  continued  to  reside  in  Virginia  until  1872, 
when  he  came  with  his  family  to  Colorado  and 
resided  on  a stock  ranch,  wdiei  c he  remained  for 
a few  years.  He  then  sold  out  hi.s  cattle  inter- 
ests and  took  up  his  abode  in  the  city  of  Den- 
ver when  it  was  a iiionecr  sculeinent.  He 
passed  away  in  Colorado;  his  wife  died  in  El 
Paso. 

David  M.  Payne  accompanied  his  parents  on 
their  removal  to  the  west  and  resided  in  Colora- 
do until  1886.  when  he  came  to  El  Paso,  where 
he  has  since  made  his  home.  He  acccjited  a 
salaried  po.sition,  w'hich  he  kept  for  a few 
months,  and  then  seeing  a favorable  opportu- 
nity for  the  establishment  of  a wholesale  pn-xl- 
uce  business,  he  made  arrangements  to  enter 
that  field  of  commercial  activit\"  as  a mendier 


of  the  firm  of  Hubbard  & Payne,  w'hich  later 
consolidated  'with  the  firm  of  Smith  & Thomp- 
son, under  the  style  of  Smith,  Hubbard  & Com- 
pany, while  subsequently  other  changes  in  the 
partnership  brought  about  the  firm  of  G.  E. 
Ifubbard  & Company.  A short  time  prior  to 
Mr.  Hubbard’s  death  arrangements  were  made 
for  Mr.  I’ayne  to  continue  the  entire  business 
individually,  and  he  has  since  been  at  the  head 
of  the  house  and  conducted  the  busine.ss  under 
the  name  of  D.  M.  Payne,  wholesale  produce 
and  commission.  This  is  one  of  the  largest  en- 
terprises of  its  kind  in  the  southwest,  the  trade 
having  constantly  increased,  and  under  the 
capable  management  of  ^^r.  Payne  the  business 
is  continually  growdng.  lie  is  a man  of  keen 
discrimination,  untiring  enterprise  and  laudable 
ambition — qualities  which  alvva^'s  form  the 
basis  of  gratifying  success.  He  is  likewi,so  the 
presi<lcnt  of  the  Sheltcm-l’ayne  .\rms  Company, 
incorporated,  a large  local  establishment,  deal- 
ing in  hardware,  firearms,  ainmiiiiition  and 
saddlery.  He  is  likewise  owner  of  the  D.  M. 
Payne  sub-divison  of  East  El  Paso,  a promi- 
nent residential  district  that  is  being  rapidly 
built  up  and  developed  and  is  one  of  the  inosl 
attractive  home  localities  of  the  city. 

l\lr.  Pa\me  has  for  many  year,s  figured  j>roni- 
inently  in  eiiterjirises  of  public  impurlancc . 
that  have  contributed  to  the  prosperity  and 
growth  of  El  Paso  in  marked  degree.  His  ef- 
forts in  public  life  for  which  he  is  given  most 
]>raise  were  ]iut  forth  in  connection  with  pro- 
curing a water  supply  for  El  F’aso  and  also 
a first-clas.s  system  of  ck-ctric  street  railways, 
both  of  wh.ich  he  was  largely  instrumental  in 
consummating  in  his  j>ositioii  as  chairman  of 
the  committee  on  rules  and  ctrdinances  which 
had  charge  of  the  matter  of  granting  the  fran- 
chises for  the  above  mentioned  utilities  and  in 
seeing  that  the  franchises  were  properly  exe- 
cuted for  the  best  interests  of  El  Paso.  This 
was  during  his  service  as  a member  of  the  city 
council,  under  the  administration  of  .Mayor  E. 
F.  Hammett.  About  the  1st  of  October, 
the  result  of  this  beneficent  legislation  was 
shown  in  the  adequate  sniiply  of  pure  mesa 
water  that  was  turned  into  the  city  pipes  at 
that  time,  the  work  of  procuring  the  water  hav- 
ing lieen  carried  on  for  about  two  years  before 
success  cn.jwiicd  the  work.  Mr.  Ikiviie  as  well 
as  his  brothers  has  always  advocated  all  that 
is  commendable  in  civic  rule,  opposing  open 
gaml>ling  and  other  disorder  and  law-breaking 
and  .standing  as  the  champion  of  right,  reform, 
progress  and  improvement.  He  i.s  now  a ineiii- 
ber  of  the  chamber  of  conmurce,  one  of  its 
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;i)i\x't')rs,  aiul  cliairnian  of  tiie  coiTiinittetr  i>n 
iransportaiii  in. 

!Mr.  Payne  was  married  to  Miss  i\Iary  Hiid- 
Icy  P>arron,  of  St.  Louis,  and  they  have  a 
dan^’liter,  Ttorcas  .Xiin  Payne.  He  thoroughly 
enjoys  home  life  and  lakes  great  pleasure  in  tEe 
society  of  his  family  and  friends.  Ire  is  always 
count;()Us,  kindly  and  affable,  and  those  who 
kiinw  him  j>ersonally  have  for  him  warm  re- 
gard. A man  of  great  natural  ability,  his  stic- 
cess  in  business  from  the  beginning  of  his  resi- 
dence in  El  Paso  has  been  uniform  and  rapid. 
Through  his  persistency  cd'  purpose  he  has 
gained  the  most  satisfactory  reward  and  his 
life  is  exemplary  in  all  res[)ects,  for  he  has  ever 
supi>orted  those  interests  which  are  calculated 
to  uplift  and  benefit  humanity,  which  work  for 
the  good  of  his  city  and  which  develop  high, 
moral  character. 

iMr.  Payne  was  prominently  connected  with 
the  Law  and  Order  league,  which  was  organ- 
ized in  the  late  8o's.  and  later  became  one  of  the 
organizers  of  the  Citizen's  league,  which  stead- 
fastly fought  the  gaming  houses  and  lawless 
element,  and  drove  them  out  of  business,  and 
there  have  been  no  public  gambling  houses  in 
K1  Pa.so  since  the  spring  of  1905. 

WILLIAM  L.  PORTER,  wdio  in  the  control 
(if  real  estate  operations  has  contributed  in 
substantial  measure  to  El  Paso's  growth  and 
development,  has  also  been  the  owner  of 
ranches  and  cattle  and  is  thus  connected  with 
the  important  business  enterprises  of  the  state. 
He  was  born  in  Caldwell  county.  Texas,  Au- 
gust 9,  1855.  and  is  a son  of  Asbnry  Duvall  and 
Catharine  (Skaggs)  Porter.  His  parents  re- 
moved fr(“)in  Rowling  (Ircen,  Kentucky,  to 
Te.xas  and  Ihitli  died  in  this  state.  The  fa- 
ther arrived  in  1852,  settling  first  in  Caldwell 
county,  whence  he  removed  to  Hays  county  in 
1.S57.  He  was  a rancher  and  cattleman  and 
served  in  the  militia  department  of  the  Con- 
federate army  during  the  Civil  w^ar. 

In  his  early  youth  William  E.  Porter,  hav- 
ing been  reared  in  the  callle  business,  went  far- 
ilier  west,  working  in  Coleman  county  as  a cow- 
boy until  1879.  In  18S1  he  made  his  way  to  the 
Rio  Grande  country,  having  his  headquarters 
at  l')cl  Rio.  and  the  Rio  Grande  valley  remained 
hi.s  stamping  ground  in  the  cattle  business  for 
inan\  years.  Hv  contiiiueil  at  Del  Rio  until 
1S85,  when  he  brought  his  cattle  still  farther 
we-t  U)  Presidio  count}',  where  he  made  his 
headquarters  umil  1900.  Aliout  that  time  he 
sohl  his  cattle  interests,  and  in  1902  he  opened 
a real  e.-^tatc  office  in  El  Paso,  where  he  has 


since  conducted  husines.s.  Besides  doing  a com- 
mission brokerage  business  in  real  estate,  cat- 
tle and  ranches  in  the  Cnited  States  ;md  IMexi- 
co.  he  has  built  and  is  the  owner  of  several  nice 
residence  properties  in  El  I'aso.  being  one  of 
those  who  in  the  past  four  years  have  largely 
pushed  forward  the  wheels  of  progress,  espe- 
ciallv  in  real  estate  develo()ment  and  the  in- 
creased property  values. 

Mr.  Porter  was  married  in  Ysleta,  El  Paso 
county,  to  Miss  Adella  McGinnis,  a daughter 
of  Colonel  C.  C.  McGinnis,  a well  known  Texas 
pioneer,  frontiersman  and  soldier,  who  seiw'ed 
in  the  ^Mexican  war  and  was  also  a member  of 
the  Confederate  army  in  the  war  betw'cen  the 
states.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Porter  now  have  one  son, 
AVilliam  E.,  Jr. 

With  all  the  exjieriences  of  cattle  raising  on 
a western  frontier  IMr.  Porter  is  familiar,  and 
his  life  history  if  given  in  detail  would  present 
an  accurate  picture  of  the  conditions  w'hich  ex- 
isted in  Western  Texas  w hen  as  a cow’bo)’  he 
rode  the  trail  and  assisted  in  the  round-up.  .\s 
the  years  have  gone  by  great  changes  have 
been  W'rought  in  the  appearance  of  the  county, 
in  business  conditions  and  in  the  production  of 
improvements,  which  have  -made  Texas  the 
equal  in  its  advantages  of  the  older  and  more 
thickly  settled  states.  In  El  Paso  he  has  con- 
tributed to  the  material  improvement  of  the 
cit\'  and  at  tlie  same  time  his  business  interests 
have  brought  him  a gratifying  competence. 

THO.MAS  H.  SPRINGER,  a wholesale  and 
retail  furniture  dealer  of  El  Faso,  was  born  in 
St.  Mary’s  county,  Maryland,  May  23,  1859, 
and  is  a son  of  Thomas  H.  and  Elizabeth  (Har- 
din ) Springer,  both  of  w bom  are  now  deceased. 
The  father  w'as  born  in  W’ilmington,  Delaware, 
and  the  mother  in  Philadelphia. 

.After  leaving  Maryland  at  the  age  of  seven- 
teen years  Air.  .‘^^pringer  spent  four  or  five  years 
at  Wilmington,  and  then  came  to  the  south- 
west. He  resided  in  Dallas  for  a few  months 
and  in  1883  arrived  in  El  Paso  to  become  one  of 
its  pioneer  residents.  Here  he  has  lived  con- 
timionsly  since.  For  a time  he  was  employed 
by  others,  wdieii,  in  1887.  he  established  the 
furniture  business  by  opening  a small  second- 
hand store  on  North  Stanton  street.  P'rom  this 
heginning,  liowever,  he  has  developed  an  enter- 
prise to  its  present  pretentions  proportions  and 
is  now  conducting  an  extensive  wdiolesalc  and 
retail  e.stahlishnient  in  the  heart  of  the  business 
center  of  the  city  at  Nos.  216-218  San  Antonio 
street,  where  he  has  two  large  and  beautiful 
slore-nxims,  one  for  furnittire  and  one  for  china- 
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ware.  He  likewise  occupies  the  second  and 
third  floors  of  these  buildings,  and  has  had  an 
unusually  successful  career  as  a merchant, 
his  trade  constantly  increasing  as  the  result  of 
business  methods  which  commend  him  to  the 
confidence  and  support  of  the  public,  for  his 
principles  are  such  as  neither  seek  nor  require 
disguise. 

Mr.  Springer  was  married  at  Abilene,  Texas, 
to  Miss  Mary  Louise  Rogers,  and  they  have  six 
children.  In  community  affairs  he  has  figured 
prominently,  especially  in  connection  with  the 
chamber  of  commerce  and  the  fire  department. 
He  has  contributed  liberally  toward  the  suc- 
cessful establishment  of  plans  and  movements 
for  the  general  good,  and  he  was  elected  coun- 
cilman to  represent  the  third  ward  during  the 
administration  of  Mayor  C.  R.  Morehead,  wliich 
was  marked  by  successful  and  business-like  re- 
sults. In  the  control  of  his  private  interests  he 
has  progressed  with  the  growth  and  develop- 
ment of  the  city  and  has  wrought  along  mod- 
em lines  of  trade  until  today  he  ranks  with  the 
leading  merchants  of  El  Paso. 

HENRY  FRANKLIN  BIGGAR.  The  sub- 
ject of  this  personal  review  represents  a family 
which  was  founded  in  Montague  county  in  the 
early  ’70s,  and  one  which  has  done  a mod- 
est, yet  positive  part,  in  the  material  develop- 
ment of  the  county.  All  its  efforts  have  Iteen 
rural  ones  and  its  individual  activities  have 
been  confined  purely  to  the  domain  of  ^ricul- 
ture.  The  reward  due  the  toil  of  years  has  vis- 
ited them  and  H.  F.  Biggar,  the  head  of  the 
family  today,  occupies  the  position  of  one  of 
the  leading  farmers  and  prominent  citizens  of  his 
county. 

Robert  T.  Biggar,  our  subject’s  father,  was 
the  leader  of  this  family  into  Montague  coun- 
ty and  his  father  was  its  founder  in  Texas. 
They  came  hither  from  Missouri,  where  Robert 
T.  Biggar  was  born,  and  settled  in  Shelby  coun- 
ty, Texas.  Grandfather  Biggar  was  the  father 
of  Richard,  who  died  at  Tyler  during  the  war, 
leaving  a family : Robert  T. ; William  Garrison, 

who  left  a family  in  Cooke  county  at  his  death ; 
Polly,  wife  of  James  Wagstaff,  passed  her  life 
in  Shelby  county,  and  George  W.,  who  left  a 
family  in  Shelb)'  county  at  his  death. 

Robert  T.  Biggar  was  ten  years  of  age  when 
brought  to  the  Lone  Star  state  by  his  father 
and  his  youthful  surroundings  were  those  of 
the  early-day  Te.xas  plantation.  He  acquired 
little  knowledge  from  school  and  was  married 
in  Shelby  county.  He  left  his  family  to  provi- 


dential care  when  the  Rebellion  broke  out,  and 
early  entered  the  Confederate  army,  serving 
through  the  war.  About  1867,  he  severed  his 
connection  with  the  farm  in  Shelby  county  and 
located  at  Boggy  Depot,  in  the  Choctaw’  Na- 
tion, with  w’hich  locality  as  a farmer  he  was 
identified  until  his  advent  to  Montague  county, 
Texas,  in  1S74.  Here  he  selected  a location  on 
Denton  creek  and  finished  his  life-work  here. 
His  wife  died  in  18S2  and  he  survived  her 
eighteen  years,  dying  in  1900.  Robert  T.  Big- 
gar was  the  father  of  Mary,  George  L.,  H. 
Franklin,  our  subject;  Robert  G.,  Julia,  and 
Dclila  J. 

Henry  Franklin  Biggar  was  born  in  Shelby 
county,  Texas,  March  26,  1853,  and  had  just 
entered  his  'teens  when  his  parents  removed 
to  the  Choctaw  Nation.  In  the  Nation  he  com- 
pleted the  years  of  his  minority,  made  a slight 
acquaintance  with  the  program  of  the  country 
school  there  and  in  Shelby  county.  July  22, 
1875,  he  married,  having  returned  to  the  Na- 
tion from  Montague  for  that  purpose  and  re- 
mained there  during  the  year.  Returning  to 
Montague  county  he  purchased  fifty  acres  of 
laud  adjacent  to  Denton  creek,  the  nucleus  of 
his  present  farm,  and  started  his  career  in  eam- 
e.st.  Clearing,  improving  and  building  a com- 
ffirtable  home  where  his  declining  years  may 
l>c  passed  has  occupied  himself  and  his  wife, 
and  their  farm  of  tw’O  hundred  and  forty  acres 
is  one  of  the  fertile  and  attractive  places  along 
the  creek. 

For  his  wife  ]Mr.  Biggar  cho.se  Airs.  Dicy 
E.  Womack,  a daughter  of  Philip  Blevins, 
from  Aleigs  county,  Tennessee,  where  Mrs. 
Biggar  was  bom.  December  12,  1846,  was  the 
latter's  birthday  and  by  her  first  husband, 
James  Womack,  she  has  a daughter,  Alelissa 
J.,  wife  of  J.  II.  Bell,  of  Montague  county. 
Airs.  Bell's  children  are:  Daisy,  Donnie,  Bes- 

sie, Grady,  Troy,  Ressie,  Ruth,  Frank,  and 
Fay.  Walter  Franklin  Biggar  is  our  subject’s 
only  child.  He  resides  near  his  parents,  is  mar- 
ried to  Lizzie  Daniels  and  has  issue,  Joe,  William 
and  Roy. 

In  ptjlitics  the  Biggars  have  manifested  little 
interest,  hut  have  ever  allied  themselves  witir 
Democracy  and  in  church  matters  they  are 
Alethoflist,*;.  Industry  and  upright  dealing  have 
been  our  subject’s  chief  traits  of  character  and 
he  has  not  only  been  the  architect  and  builder 
of  a good  borne  but  he  has  proved  himself  a 
.sterling  citizen,  a good  neighbor  and  a sincere 
friend. 
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JOHN  G.  POINDEXTER.  M.  D.  The  dis- 
tinction of  being  the  oldest  citizen  and  the  sole 
survivor  now  resident  of  the  community  of  old 
Bridgeport  belongs  to  the  gentleman  whose  name 
initiates  this  biographical  article.  The  years 
(if  his  connection  with  the  locality  now  immedi- 
ately tributary  to  Bridgeport  number  thirty 
and  his  profes.sional  and  mercantile  career  span 
the  important  cra.s  in  both  the  life  of  the  old 
town  and  of  the  new.  Unconsciously  has  his 
work  as  a citizen  contributed  to  the  substantial 
awakening  and  development  of  his  commercial 
and  agricultural  locality  and  it  is  with  confi- 
dence in  his  integrity  and  high  regard  for  his 
character  that  his  fellow  town,smen  refer  to 
liim. 

.\ugust  7,  1876,  Dr.  Poindexter  e.stablished 
himself  in  the  corrimunity  of  old  Bridgeport,  a 
young  man.  educated  and  equipped  for  the 
practice  of  his  profession.  lie  had  passed  hi.s 
youth  in  Denton  county,  where  his  father 
owned  a farm  and  the  country  schools  provided 
him  with  the  elements  of  a common  school 
education.  The  family  located  permanently 
in  the  Lone  Star  state  in  1865  and  their  corning 
hither  from  Lawrence  county,  Missouri,  was 
only  a return,  after  an  exile  of  four  years,  to 
the  empire  state  of  the  west.  In  1855  their 
fir.st  entry  into  the  state  occurred  and  one  year 
was  .spent  in  Liberty  county  before  the  family 
self  imposed  its  exile  to  the  moss-covered  com- 
monwealth whose  surface  is  irrigated  by  the 
waters  of  the  ‘ Big  Muddy.” 

Hawkins  county,  Tennessee,  sent  this  worthy 
family  out  to  help  settle  the  frontier  and  from 
the  vicinity'  of  Mooresburg  did  their  journey' 
Ixgin.  Near  this  little  town  was  our  subject 
l)orn  on  the  20th  of  May,  1850,  and  in  the  same 
locality  did  his  father's  birth  occur  in  the  year 
1812.  The  latter  wa.s  James  Poindexter,  a son 
of  Thomas  Poindexter,  who  aitled  as  a colonial 
soldier  in  the  establishment  of  .\merican  in- 
dependence. chose  farming  and  millwrighting 
as  a vocation  in  civil  life  and  settled  in  Hawkins 
county  around  the  close  of  the  eighteenth  cen- 
tury and  there  passed  away.  He  married  Miss 
Mary  Elizaheth  Williams  and  brought  up  hi.> 
family  in  the  faith  of  the  Missionary  Baptist 
eimreh.  Hi.-  family  consisted  of  sons,  namely: 
John.  William.  George,  James  and  Robert. 

Tames  Poindexter  married  I’aulina  P.  Black- 
burn. a daughter  of  Berwin  Blackburn,  born 
in  Hawkins  ettunty,  Tennessee,  in  1825,  and  is 
still  living  with  her  son  Dr,  John  G.  As  farmers 
the  young  couple  Ixigan  life  and  as  farmers 
they  concluded  their  companionship  together. 
The  husband  passed  to  his  reward  in  1882. 


Two  children  only  reached  years  of  responsibil- 
ity and  they  yet  survive,  namely:  Thomas 

Poindexter,  of  the  Hcinity  of  Beaumont,  Texas, 
and  the  subject  of  this  revnewn 

I.^pon  reaching  the  age  of  twenty  John  G. 
Poindexter  quit  the  home  of  his  boyhood  and 
employed  with  the  cattle  firm  of  Bell  & Stev- 
ens, drovers  from  Texas  to  Bates  county,  Mis- 
souri. He  was  engaged  in  this  work  for  some 
two  years  and  with  the  proceeds  of  his  labor  to 
defray'  his  expenses  proceeded  to  prepare  him- 
.self  for  a professional  career.  lie  entered  Louis- 
ville Medical  College  in  1874,  and  completed 
hi.s  course  with  graduation  in  1876  and  located 
for  a few  months  in  Gordonsvillc,  Grayson 
county,  whence  he  came  to  Wise  and  estab- 
li.shed  iiimsclf  at  Bridgeport,  as  previously 
stated. 

A few  years  subsequent  to  his  locating  in 
the  old  town  of  Bridgeport  Dr.  Poindexter 
opened  a drug  store  and  for  tw'enty  years  the 
drug  business  was  a prominent  adjunct  to  his 
profession  and  a prominent  factor  in  his  busy 
career.  He  removed  to  the  new'  town  when 
events  determined  that  it  was  to  be  the  domi- 
nant place  and  opened  up  his  stock  here,  re- 
maining with  the  trade  until  1904,  when  he  dis- 
pensed of  his  stock  and  the  substantial  stone 
business  house  which  lie  had  erected  and  has 
since  more  closely  allied  himself  w'ith  his  pro- 
fession. 

As  a citizen  he  has  sought  no  favors  in  poli- 
tics, has  supported  the  dominant  party  at  the 
iKills  and  has  ever  shown  a lilierality  toward 
enterprises  fostered  and  encouraged  only  by 
jniblic  suppon.  He  is  a Master  Mason,  Past 
Noble  Grand  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F.,  and  for  thirty- 
five  years  ha.s  held  a membership  in  the  Metho- 
dist church.  The  doctor’s  first  wife  was  Miss 
Sallic  C.  Cannon,  of  Kentucky.  They  had  two 
children ; one  died  when  quite  small  and  the  other 
in  his  sixth  year,  Carl  VY.  Dr.  Poindexter 
married  for  his  .second  wife  Miss  F.  M.  Green 
in  Wise  county  and  by  her  had  one  child,  Wil- 
liam A.,  who  is  now  going  to  school.  Dr.  Poin- 
dexter is  a cousin  of  William  .A..  Poindexter,  of 
Cleveland,  Ohio. 

ALEX.ANDER  J.  SEALE.  There  have 
been  e.xciting  and  interesting  chapters  in  the 
life  historv  of  Ale.xander  J.  Seale,  and  his  rec- 
ord also  contains  an  account  of  untiring  indus- 
try and  perseverance  in  business  affairs,  but 
now  he  is  living  a retired  life,  enjoying  in  well 
earned  ease  the  fruits  of  his  former  toil.  He 
was  bom  in  Greene  county,  Alabama,  November 
4.  1838,  his  parents  being  Anthony  and  Peggy 
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W.  (Jenkins)  Seale,  whose  marriage  was  cele- 
brated in  Alabama,  altbougb  tbe  father  was 
born  in  Georgia,  while  the  mother's  birth  oc- 
curred in  South  Carolina.  The  paternal  grand- 
father was  also  a native  of  Georgia  and  was  of 
English  descent.  On  leaving  the  Empire  state 
of  the  south  he  removed  to  Greene  eonni  w Ala- 
bama, where  he  conducted  a good  plantation, 
owning  a number  of  slaves  who  performed  the 
active  work  of  the  farm.  His  children  w'erc 
as  follows:  Benton,  Richard,  Jerry,  Jar^■a, 

William,  Anthony.  Mrs.  Cynthia  Ashley  and 
Mrs.  Sarah  Anderson. 

Anthony  Seale,  father  of  our  subject,  spent 
the  days  of  his  childhood  and  youth  in  the 
state  of  hi.s  nativity  but  was  married  in  Ala- 
bama, after  which  he  took  up  his  alxidc  in  Mis 
sissippi.  He  wedded  Peggy  Jenkins.  ‘ a 

daughter  of  Benjamin  Jenkins,  of  C’irginia, 
who  on  leaving  the  (Jld  Dominion  became  a 
well  known  and  influential  [danter  of  Missis- 
sippi, where  he  lived  for  many  years.  There  he 
figured  prominently  in  public  life,  serving  as 
justice  of  the  peace  and  in  other  positions  of 
trust  and  responsibility.  He  held  niemljcrship 
in  the  Missionary  Baptist  church  and  his  genu- 
ine pcrstnial  worth  gained  for  him  the  esteem 
and  friendship  of  many.  His  children  were: 
James.  Jackson.  Richard  and  I’eggy'  W.,  the 
last  narnetl  becoming  Mrs.  Seale. 

Following  their  marriage  Mr.  and  iMrs.  Seale 
took  up  their  abode  in  Mississippi,  wliere  he 
purchased  a plantation,  on  which  he  reared 
his  family  and  continued  to  make  his  home 
until  when  he  was  called  to  his  final  rest. 

His  farm  was  located  near  Tupelo.  Missis.sippi, 
and  he  was  a representative  and  extensive  plant- 
er aiid  slave  owner  of  that  locality.  In  his 
business  affairs  he  prospered  because  of  his 
capable  management  and  untiring  industry. 
He  was  opposed  to  the  secession  movement 
but  was  too  old  to  take  an  active  jvarl  on  either 
side.  His  farm  lay  in  the  path  of  the  contend- 
ing armies  and  both  the  northern  and  southern 
troops  foraged  off  his  place.  At  the  time  of  the 
battle  of  Tupelo  there  was  scarcely  anvthing 
left  upon  the  plantation.  Horses,  hogs,  cat- 
tle and  chickens  were  all  killed  to  feed  the 
lroo],)s.  Tlitf  rail  fences  were  burned  and  the 
work  of  devastation  was  carried  on  until  the 
plantation  was  ])raetically  in  ruins,  h'ollow- 
ing  the  war  his  slaves  were  freed  and  hi>  prop- 
erly destroyed,  so  that  he  was  left  a poor  man. 
He  had  at  one  time  enjoyed  all  the  adv^antages 
and  conveniences  that  wealth  can  .secure  and 
because  of  his  old  age  he  could  not  bear  up 
under  the  strain,  death  coming  to  his  relief  in 
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He  was  an  intelligent,  broad-minded 
man,  who  had  been  charitable  to  the  needy. 
svTnpathctic  with  the  afflicted,  and  his  friends 
and  neighbors  knew  him  for  one  whose  fidelity 
to  principle  was  above  question.  In  all  of 
his  business  dealings  he  was  straighiEjivvard 
and  reliable,  nc>r  was  he  ever  know  n to  take  .ad- 
vantage of  the  necessities  of  his  fellow-men  in 
any  trade  transaction.  His  political  allegiance 
was  given  to  the  DeiiKrcratic  party  and  he  was 
triie  to  his  professions  a.s  a member  of  the  Mis- 
sionary Baptist  church.  His  wife  Mirvived  him 
and  later  the  plantatitm  was  sold  and  she 
brought  her  family  to  'I'cxas.  joining  her  son, 
.\k-xander  J.,  in  this  ,st;Ue.  He  then  l<v,ked 
after  the  family  interests  and  k-ejit  the  younger 
members  of  the  household  together.  Mrs, 
Seale  spent  her  declining  v'cars  with  her  son, 
passing  away'  in  Texas  in  the  faith  of  the  hlis- 
sionary  Baptist  church,  of  which  she  h:id  long 
been  a devoted  member.  l,’>y  her  marriage  she 
had  become  the  mother  of  eight  children: 
Alexander  T.,  of  this  review  ; Mrs.  Elizalteth 
Bardon  ; f’eggv,  the  wife  of  J.  Bird;  Eliza,  the 
wife  of  L.  Bird;  IMrs.  Jane  Young;  Mrs.  Mar- 
tha Edwards;  Janies,  a farmer:  and  Jerry,  a 
well-to-do  stock-farmer  c>f  Hopkin.-.  county, 
Te.xa;s.  .All  came  with  their  mother  to  this 
stale. 

-Alexander  J.  Seale  was  reared  in  Missi.ssippi 
amid  affluent  surroundings  and  remained  under 
the  parental  roof  until  twenty'-one  years  of  age, 
when  his  father  established  him  in  a mercantile 
business.  This  was  in  the  spring  of  iSfii  and. 
he  was  just  getting  well  started  when,  owing 
to  the  continued  ]>rogress  of  the  Civil  war.  lie 
could  no  longer  content  himself  to  remain  at 
home  and  in  the  fall  of  i86l  closed  the  doors  of 
his  store  and  enlisted  in  the  Confederate  army’ 
for  ninety  days.  The  regiment,  the  Seven- 
teenth Mississippi  Infantry,  was  attached  t<> 
Rarkstall's  brigade  and  on  the  expiration  of 
liis  term  of  service  Mr.  Seale  was  innstercd 
out,  but  almost  immediately  re-enlisted  for 
three  years'  service.  His  command  was  at- 
tached to  Lee’s  army  iiniil  tbe  close  of  tVic  war 
and  was  at  A])pomattox  Courthouse  at  the  lime 
of  the  surrender.  Mr.  .^cale  went  to  the  from 
with  Captain  Holder's  corripanv  of  one  hundred 
and  twentv  men,  only  seven  of  whom  lived  to 
return  home.  He  vva.s  in  Ivv  ciily-fi\  e hotly'  con- 
tested engagements  together  with  many  skir- 
mishes, and  he  knows  the  entire  history'  of 
war  ill  all  of  its  hardships  and  horrors.  He 
was  never  oft'  duty  and  was  often  fv'und  in  the 
thickest  of  the  fight,  proving  himself  a valiant 
soldier  and  a faitlifiil  defender  of  the  cause  that 
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lie  e>[iouj-eil.  \\  lien  ‘tlu’  war  was  o\  er  lie  re- 
turiKil  h'^ine  to  find  that  his  store  and  g^oods 
hail  heen  rlestruyod  by  fire  and  the  old  home- 
stead too  was  in  ruins,  the  house  having  heen 
Imrneti  to  the  ground,  while  the  place  evas  eri- 
iirel\  stripped  oi  all  of  the  indications  of  mod- 
ern progressive  farming.  Realizing  the  neces- 
sity of  at  once  making  arrangements  wherein-  he 
could  earn  a living  and  gain  a new  start  in  life 
.Mr.  Seale  came  te>  Texas  in  i8(it>,  hoping  that  ho 
would  find  better  ojiportnnities  in  thi.s  state. 
He  fir.st  located  in  Hopkins  county,  where 
he  bought  land  and  improved  a farm,  re- 
maining thereon  for  six  years,  when  lie  sold 
out  and  came  t()  Johnson  county.  Here  he  pur- 
chased land  that  was  partially  improved  and 
as  the  years  passed  by  his  efforts  resulted  in 
making  this  a valuable  pro[>erty.  Prospering 
in  what  he  undertook,  he  was  enabled  to  add 
to  his  realty  possessions  until  he  owned  three 
good  and  well  de\eloped  fanns  in  Johnson 
county  continuing  to  make  his  home  there  until 
189S,  when  he  sold  two  of  the  fanii.s,  but  retained 
the  ownership  of  the  old  homestead.  He  then 
went  to  Concho  county  and  carried  on  general 
mercantile  jnirsuits  in  I’aintrock  lor  a period  of 
three  years  enjoying  a g<Kxl  patronage  that  made 
the  \ enture  profitable.  ( in  the  expiration  of  that 
period,  however,  he  came  to  llelcher  and  was  al- 
lied with  its  business  iiucrcsts  as  a dealer  in 
dr\  good.--  and  groceries  for  two  years.  He 
has  since  li\ed  retired,  however,  having  ac- 
cumulated a ciuiifortalile  competence  that  now 
enables  him  to  enjoy  a well  earned  rest. 

Air.  Scale  was  united  in  marriage  to  Aliss 
.Naoma  Harris  a native  of  (leorgia.  in  which 
state  her  lather  died,  after  which  the  mother 
came  witli  tile  family  to  Texas,  settling  in 
Johnson  county,  wliere  she  hciuglil  a farm. 
The  memlicrs  of  the  Harris  family  were:  W il- 
liam and  Jfihn,  who  are  deceased;  Airs.  Alag- 
gie  Eaiikfi'rd;  Mrs.  L.ane  AA'alraven;  Airs.  Sue 
Norris;  and  Naoma.  Mr.  and  Airs.  Scale  have 
Inn  OIK'  child,  \ icila,  who  is  now-  the  w ife  of  Dr. 
L.  L,  Craildock  of  iJeleher.  w here  he  is  .success- 
fully practicing  his  profes'-inn.  The  wife  and 
mother  died  .April  25.  Rioa,  in  the  faith  of  the 
('lirisiian  church,  of  which  she  was  a most  de- 
voted memher. 

Air.  Seale  has  nev'er  wavered  in  hi-  allegiance 
to  the  Dcinociacy  since  age  conferred  ujion 
liim  the  right  of  franchise,  yet  he  has  never 
been  an  a-)iirant  for  office.  Since  eighteen 
wars  of  age  he  has  heen  nmnliered  among  the 
faithful  nieuihers  of  the  Christian  church  and 
in  the  Ma-'«nic  fralerullv-  he  has  attained  the 
Royal  ,\r»:h  degree.  In  the  varied  relatiiuis 


of  life  in  w hich  he  has  lieen  found  lie  has  ever 
lieen  loyal  to  honorable  principles  and  manly 
conduct  and  his  genninc  jicrsonal  worth  has 
made  him  a man  whom  to  know-  is  to  esteem 
and  honor. 

ELI  .ARAISTROXG.  Long  before  Alon- 
tague  county  became  a thickly  settled  district 
Eli  Armstrong  look  up  his  abode  vvitliin  it.s 
borders  and  as  a rejireseiiiative  of  its  farming 
interests  has  done  his  full  share  toward  mak- 
ing it  a well  developed  and  improved  part  of 
the  state.  He  is  a native  of  .Alabama,  born  on 
tbe  8ih  of  January,  1844,  his  parents  being 
W'esley  and  Harriet  tGothard)  Armstrong, 
the  former  a native  of  Tennessee  and  the  lat- 
ter of  .Alabama.  The  paternal  grandfather, 
John  Armstrong,  was  iKim  in  Tennessee  and 
was  a prominent  agriculturist  of  that  lixali- 
ty,  giving  his  entire  time  to  his  farming  inter- 
ests. so  that  he  led  a quiet  and  uneventful  but 
useful  life.  He  was  a member  of  tbe  Primitive 
Paptist  church  and  his  princifd.es  were  in  keep- 
ing with  the  highest  standards  of  manhood. 
He  removed  from  Tennessee  to  Alabama, 
where  he  siient  his  remaining  days.  His  chil- 
dren were:  AA'esley,  W illiam,  John,  Elias,  Na- 
thaniel, .Asa  anil  Caroline. 

AA’eslev  Armstrong  at  the  time  of  his  mar- 
riage took  up  his  abode  in  Alabama,  where  he 
devclo])cd  a good  homestead  property  and 
there  .«i)enl  his  remaining  days.  His  politi- 
cal -ui»port  was  given  the  Democracy  and  he 
too  held  membership  in  the  Missionary  Baptist 
church.  His  integrity  was  above  reproach  and 
many  of  his  strong  traits  of  character  were 
qualities  worthy  of  emulation.  His  wife  died 
ill  i8t),p  She  was  a daughter  of  David  Gothard 
of  North  Carolina,  who  was  also  connected 
with  agricultural  pursuits.  In  his  family  were 
nine  children;  Mrs.  Harriet  .Armstrong;  Alal- 
lery.  a farmer;  John;  George;  James;  Smith; 
Airs.  Charily  Green,  vvliose  second  husband 
was  a Air.  Gothard;  Mrs.  Caroline  Seals,  and 
Xarcissa.  Unto  Air.  and  Airs.  .Armstrong  were 
horn  ten  children;  Levi,  of  Alabama,  who  was 
a cripple  hut  aided  his  coniUrv  by  hos])ital 
service  in  the  Civil  war:  Airs.  Amanda  Wil- 
liams; Eli,  of  this  review:  Airs.  Lo^iisa  Jimer- 
srui : Parlee.  now  Airs.  I’ilgreen;  Barney,  a 
farmer;  Airs.  A irgiiiia  Jiinerson:  and  Lafay- 
ette. \A  esley  and  Jeff,  all  of  whom  follow  agri- 
cultural pursuits.  P.y  a second  marriage  the 
fatlier  had  one  daughter.  Airs.  Alice  .Nelson. 

Eli  Armstrong  remained  under  tlie  parental 
r'>of  until  he  had  attaineil  his  majority  and  in 
181" .a  he  enlisted  in  Company  B of  Colonel  John 
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P.  West  Cavalry  Regiment,  in  which  he  con- 
tinued until  the  dose  of  the  war,  liis  serv  ice 
being  mostly  in  ^Mississippi  and  Georgia,  where 
he  participated  in  many  skirmishes  and  in  a 
number  of  hotly  conte.sted  battles,  but  was 
never  wounded  nor  captured.  He  wS.r.  at  New- 
man, Georgia,  when  Lee  surrendered,  and 
mounting  his  horse  he  rode  homeward.  He 
saw  much  liard  service  and  underwent  many 
of  the  deprivations,  trials  and  ex])osures  inci- 
dent to  life  on  the  tented  field. 

Sofau  after  arriving  at  home  Mr.  Armstrong 
resumed  farming,  in  vvhich  he  continued  until 
1867,  when  he  came  to  Texas,  first  locating 
in  Smith  county.  There  lie  rented  a farm, 
which  he  conducted  for  ten  years.  During 
that  time  he  vvas  married  and  with  renewed 
impetus  took  up  tlie  work  of  improving  and 
cultivating  his  place,  his  home  heing  mani- 
tained  thereon  until  1877,  when  he  removed  to 
Montague  county,  purchasing  land  and  im- 
proving a farm.  Here  he  remained  four  v'ears, 
after  which  he  sold  out  and  Ixmght  one  hun- 
dred and  sixty  acres  where  he  now  resides. 
The  latter  tract  was  raw  land  but  he  at  once 
began  its  cultivation  and  has  made  substan- 
tial improvements  tliereon,  including  the  erec- 
tion of  commodious  dwelling  and  good  out- 
buildings. lie  has  also  planted  an  orchard, 
has  secured  the  latest  improved  machinert’'  to 
facilitate  the  work  of  the  fields  and  now'  has  a 
desirable  farm  and  home,  seventy-five  acres 
of  his  land  being  under  cultivation.  There  is 
also  good  pasture  land  and  he  raises  various 
crops  such  as  are  adapted  to  the  soil  and  cli- 
mate. 

In  the  year  1869  Mr.  Armstrong  was  united 
in  marriage  to  Miss  Mary  E.  Copeland,  who 
was  born  in  Sevier  county,  Arkansas,  June 
28,  1851,  her  parents  being  Gilmore  and  Sarah 
(Jackson)  Copeland,  both  of  whom  were  na- 
tives of  Tennessee,  in  which  state  they  were 
married.  Later  he  removed  to  Arkansas, 
where  he  bought  and  settled  upon  a farm,  there 
remaining  for  a number  of  years,  when  his 
W'ife  died,  and  later  he  sold  the  properly  and 
came  to  Texas,  settling  in  Smith  county.  He 
bought  land  there  and  improved  a good  farm 
and  after  a number  of  years  he  again  dispo.sed 
of  his  land  but  remained  in  Smith  county  up 
to  the  time  of  hi.s  death,  vvhich  occurred  in 
1867.  He  was  a wagon  maker  by  trade  and  to 
some  extent  followed  tliat  pursuit  but  gave  the 
greater  part  if  his  attention  to  farming.  lie 
entered  the  Confederate  service  in  Smith  coun- 
ty and  was  in  a cavalry  regiment  which  was 
assigned  to  the  Trans-Mississippi  department. 
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He  saw'  .some  hard  service  and  wa.s  never 
woiiiidei!  nor  captured,  .\fier  the  close  of  the 
war  be  returned  to  Smith  county,  where  his 
death  occurred  abotn  two  years  later.  He  vot- 
ed V,  ith  the  laenk.crac}-  and  wa.s  a member  of 
the  Mis.sionary  I’.apli.st  cliurcii.  In  liis  family 
were  three  chihlrcn;  :Mary  E.,  ii'ivv  Mr.^.  Arm- 
strong; Serepta,  the  wife  of  S.  J.  iMorri.s ; and 
Arcliibald,  a railroad  man. 

Air.  and  Airs.  Annslrong'  Iiave  become  the 
parents  uf  one  son,  Walter,  who  was  born  Sep- 
tember II,  tS/U,  arxl  is  now  o]>erating  the 
homestead  farm.  He  married  Ali.-,-,  Lydia  Car- 
lile,  a native  of  Wood  county,  Te.vas,  and  a 
daughter  of  James  and  Nancy  tStagner)  Car- 
lile.  This  marriage  was  celebrated  in  1895 
and  has  licen  blessed  with  two  interesting  chil- 
dren: Henry  11.,  born  in  June,  1897:  and 

.Anna  Al..  born  January  19,  ipot).  Eli  .Arm- 
strong and  his  wife  are  members  of  tlie  Alis- 
sionary  Baptist  church  and  they  have  done 
niany  good  deeds,  not  the  least  of  which  i.s  the 
care  that  they  have  given  to  a little  r.rphan 
girl,  Katie  .Allred,  whose  parents  died  when  she 
vvas  three  years  of  age,  at  which  time  Mr.  and 
Airs.  Armstrong  took  her  into  their  home  and 
have  reared  and  educated  her,  giving  her  the 
loving  attention  which  the\'  would  have  be- 
stowed upon  a daughter  of  their  own.  In  husi- 
ness  relations  Air.  Armstrong  is  thoroughly  re- 
liable and  honorable  and  lias  nev'er  liccn  known 
to  take  adv'antage  of  the  necessities  of  his  fcl- 
low'-men  in  any  trade  transaction.  His  suc- 
cess has  come  as  the  direct  result  of  his  honora- 
ble dealing  aiul  unfaltering  integrity  and  he  is 
today  a representative  farmer  of  Montague 
county. 

R.  JEFFRESS,  of  Colorado,  one  of  the 
honored  pioneers  of  W'estern  Texas,  whose 
labors  have  been  of  material  benefit  in  the  im- 
jirovenient  of  this  section  of  the  state,  comes 
of  English  ancestry.  Ills  father  was  Colonel 
William  C.  jeffre.ss,  a native  of  Nottoway 
county,  A'irginia,  and  vvas  born  September  30. 
1823.  He  pursued  his  education  in  \ irginia 
Military  Institute  at  I.exington,  that  state,  bc- 
ing  graduated  in  the  class  of  1843.  was  a 
lawyer  by  profession  but  being  well-to-do  di<l 
not  engage  actively  in  the  practice  of  law  e.x- 
cept  fc>r  a brief  period.  He  owned  a number 
of  plantations  and  bad  about  seventy-five  slaves 
Viefore  the  war.  After  the  inauguration  of  hos- 
tilities between  the  north  and  the  south  he 
raised  a companv'  id  artillery  in  his  native  coun- 
ty and  during  the  early  jiarl  of  the  war  vvas 
under  command  of  General  Humphrev'  Alar- 
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sliall,  u lio  later  hecaiiie  a nieinher  of  the  Con- 
federate c'on^rc.s>.  and  his  eoimnand  was  trans- 
ferred to  Ccneral  Josej)Ii  E.  Johnston’s  army, 
with  whiili  forces  ]\Ir.  Jeflress  remained  until 
the  close  f)f  the  war.  lie  participated  in  the 
hattle  of  Chirkanianga,  one  of  the  most  noted 
et)L;a!::;ements  of  the  entire  war,  and  althouj^h 
he  particij>ated  in  a number  of  hotly'  contested 
battles  was  never  injured,  lie  was  married 
three  times:  first  to  r^Iiss  llettie  Clark  of  Prince 
Edward  coiintv,  X'irp^inia,  in  December,  [S46. 
She  died  in  1852  leaving'  one  child,  R.  A.  Jef- 
fress.  His  second  marriage  was  to  iMiss  i\lar- 
garet  iMoseley  of  Giarlotte  county,  \ irginia, 
by  wlntm  he  had  two  sons  and  two  ilanghters. 
but  one  c)f  the  <laughters  died  in  infancy  and 
the  niivther  jtassed  away  in  tHfip  Colonel  Jef- 
fress  la.A  marriage  was  to  i^liss  Sally  Thornton, 
of  Milton,  North  Canilina,  in  1866.  1>\  this 

marriage  there  were  three  children,  two  sous 
and  a daughter.  Colonel  Jeffress  was  a tall, 
fine-looking  man  of  unusually  good  address, 
wa.s  a tiuent  speaker,  an  entertaining  conver- 
sationalist and  a most  companionaltle  gentle- 
man. He  continued  his  residence  in  the  county 
of  his  nativity  until  called  tc>  his  final  rest  on 
the  22nd  of  -\ngust,  1895. 

Robert  Alexander  JetTress  was  born  in  Not- 
toway county.  Virginia.  August  ifi,  1848,  and 
began  his  educatic>n  in  Chestnut  Hill  school- 
house  near  his  father’s  home,  his  first  teacher 
being  Wirt  Davis,  who  taught  hiin  to  read  and 
write.  The  teacher  was  a remarkable  man  in 
many  way.s.  His  presence  in  the  school-nKim 
inspired  the  puj)ils  with  av\  e,  for  he  disjilayed 
a most  determined  manner.  .\  native  of  \’ir- 
ginia.  he  afterward  went  to  .Mississippi,  where 
he  stK'cessfully  taught  school,  while  later  he 
went  to  California.  l>eing  there  at  the  time 
of  the  outbreak  of  the  Ci\il  war.  His  syin- 
])athies  were  with  the  north  and  he  enlisted 
in  the  Uniivn  army,  was  promoted  to  a cap- 
taincy' and  after  the  close  of  the  war  was  sta- 
tioned with  hi.s  coinman<l  at  Fort  (driffin,  in 
Shackelford  county,  Texas.  He  is  still  in  the 
United  .'slates  army  and  judging  the  man  from 
the  standpoint  of  his  success  as  a school  teach- 
er he  certainly  must  have  been  a splendid  sol- 
dier. 

Mr.  Jeffress  ne.xt  became  a student  in  I'nion 
.\cadcmy,  situated  near  the  town  then  known 
as  PlacUs  and  \\  bites  liut  now  called  Black- 
stone.  Virginia.  There  he  ac(|uircd  the  great- 
er part  of  his  education  but  later  attended  the 
\ irginia  Ivlilitary  Institute.  He  went  to  Le.x- 
ing'ion,  where  he  remained  for  several  days. 
The  war  was  in  ]>rogress  and  the  liarracks  of 


the  school  had  been  burned,  which  caused  the 
school  to  open  later  in  Richmonil,  being  lo- 
cated there  temporarily.  Air.  Jeffress  remained 
there  for  a time  in  1864,  but  accommodations 
were  so  poor  that  he  returned  home.  Ilis  fa- 
ther afterward  gave  him  the  choice  of  returning 
to  the  institute  when  it  was  again  placed  in 
good  running  order  at  Lexington  or  to  go  west, 
as  he  was  then  thinking  of  doing.  Air.  Jeffre.ss 
made  choice  of  the  latter  course  and  from  that 
time  forward  lias  been  dependent  upon  his 
own  resources,  working  his  way'  upward 
through  the  inherent  force  of  his  character  and 
hi.s  recognition  and  utilization  of  opportunities. 
He  left  home  in  Alay.  iStic),  and  went  to  Helena, 
Arkansas,  joining  a friend.  Rev.  Thomas  Ward 
W hite,  who  then  had  charge  of  the  public 
schools  in  Helena  and  is  now  at  New'  Birming- 
ham. Texas.  Air.  Jeffress  assisted  Rev.  White 
in  the  school  for  a short  time  and  afterward 
accepted  a school  thirty  miles  w'cst  of  Hel- 
ena in  Phillips  county,  where  he  taught  for 
one  session.  Having  trouble  to  get  his  war- 
rants cashed  and  secure  money  he  became  dis- 
couraged and  returned  to  Helena,  w here  he  ob- 
tained a position  in  a store,  selling  feathers, 
buttons  and  ladies’  goods.  That  did  not  prove 
congenial  and  he  made  arrangements  to  leave 
Helena  but  with  no  definite  point  in  view. 
He  had  his  trunk  packed  and  put  on  the  cab 
and  all  the  time  was  debating  whether  to 
return  to  Virginia  or  to  go  to  Texas.  AYhen 
the  cab  was  on  the  wav  to  the  depot  he  decided 
in  favor  of  the  latter  place  and  told  the  cabman 
to  drive  him  to  the  New'  Orleans  depot,  where 
he  secured  a ticket  for  Texas  over  the  Alor- 
gan  road  to  Brashear  City',  thence  proceeding 
to  Galveston.  He  W'as  caught  in  a storm  on 
the  passage.  This  W'as  his  first  experience 
at  sea  and  at  length  he  arrived  safely'  at  his 
de.stination  in  February,  1870.  He  went  to  La- 
Grange,  Fayette  county',  traveling  by  stage  the 
most  of  the  way  and  in  that  vicinity'  taught 
school  for  one  session.  He  afterw'ard  went 
to  Biistrop  and  white  on  his  way'  in  search  of 
a school  in  that  county'  he  accidentally  met 
his  old  Virginia  friend,  Alajor  Louis  C.  Wise, 
now  of  Abilene,  Texas.  He  was  very  home- 
sick and  discouraged  about  that  time  and  w'as 
more  than  delighted  to  meet  Alajor  Wise,  w'ho 
was  then  teaching  at  Hills  Prairie,  Texas,  and 
who  invited  Air.  Jeffress  into  the  school-house, 
saying  that  he  had  only  one  more  class  to  hear 
and  w'ould  then  be  through  for  the  day'  and 
invited  Mr.  Jeffre.ss  to  spend  the  night  with 
him.  The  latter  accepted  the  invitation  and 
while  Seated  in  the  school-house  he  saw  in  tliat 
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class,  as  he  afterward  told  Major  Wi.se,  four- 
teen of  the  prettiest  fprls  he  had  ever  seen  in 
his  life.  The  sequel  of  all  this  was  that  one 
of  the  girls  afterward  became  his  wife. 

About  that  time  Mr.  Jeffress  arranged  to  be- 
come teacher  of  a private  .school ’at  the  resi- 
dence of\  Judge  Lyman  in  Bastrop  county,  not 
far  from  the  school  in  which  Major  W ise  was 
employed,  so  that  the  two  gentlemen  saw  each 
other  frequently.  ^Vhile  hlling  that  position 
he  became  acquainted  with  R.  J.  Swancoar,  an 
Episcopal  minister,  who  occasionally  visited 
the  Lyman  family  and  preached  in  the  neigh- 
borhoc)d.  Mr.  Svvancoat  then  had  charge  of 
the  leading  school  in  Austin  and  extended  to 
Mr.  jeflfress  an  offer  to  go  to  .\ustin  and  take 
a position  in  his  school.  The  offer  was  acce})t- 
ed  and  Mr.  Jeffress  remained  with  Mr.  Swan- 
coat  until  he  closed  his  school.  Later  ‘Mr. 
Jeffress  taught  school  in  Cedar  Creek,  Bas- 
trop county,  about  twenty  miles  from  Austin, 
and  while  there  he  became  acquainted  with 
Miss  Bettie  Moncure,  one  of  the  pupils  former- 
ly in  the  school  taught  by  Major  Wise.  Her 
father  was  Captain  John  J.  Moncure  of  Vir- 
ginia, who  had  been  in  Texas  many  years,  and 
the  daughter  was  born  and  reared  in  this  state. 
The  marriage  resulted  from  this  meeting  and 
was  celebrated  on  the  ist  of  Janu^ary,  1873. 
After  a brief  illness,  however,  Mrs.  Jeffress 
died  on  the  13th  of  December,  less  than  a 
year  after  their  marriage. 

iVTr.  Jeffress  in  his  grief  went  to  .Yustin  to 
pay  a visit  to  his  lifelong  friend,  Major  Whse, 
and  was  there  during  the  time  of  the  great 
excitement  when  E.  J.  Davis  was  retaining 
possession  of  the  reins  of  government  and 
Richard  Coke  and  R.  B.  Hubbard  were  inau- 
gurated as  governor  and  lieutenant  governor 
of  Texas.  After  being  in  .Austin  a few  w'ceks 
Mr.  Jeffress  returned  to  his  old  home  in  V^ir- 
ginia,  where  he  spent  several  months,  return- 
ing to  Texas  in  1874.  He  then  spent  a sliort 
time  with  his  father-in-law.  Captain  Moncure, 
of  Bastrop  county,  after  which  he  went  to 
Comanche  county,  where  he  again  taught 
school  for  a time.  He  then  ttx>k  up  the  study 
of  law  and  was  admitted  to  the  liar  in  Co- 
manche county  in  the  spring  of  1875,  Soon  af- 
terward he  accompanied  Judge  J,  P.  Oster- 
hout,  the  presiding  judge  of  the  district,  to 
Shackelford  county,  going  there  to  hold  the 
first  district  court  ever  convened  in  that  coun- 
ty, Among  the  prominent  law3'ers  in  the  party 
were;  Colonel  Low'r3^  of  Belton;  Colonel  W, 
S.  J.  Adams,  of  Comanche ; H.  H.  Neil,  now^  as- 
.sociate  justice  of  the  court  of  civil  appeals  of 


.San  Antonio;  N.  R.  Lindsey,  nov\  district 
judge  of  the  Comanche  district.  The  party 
went  to  Fort  Griffin,  whore  court  was  held. 
During  that  term  there  were  111303'  indictments 
found  by  the  grand  jure'  and  all  the  visiting 
lawyers  were  kejit  Inisc'  during  the  entire  term 
of  court.  Mr.  Jeffress  was  employed  on  some 
of  those  case.s  and  finalh’  rlecidcd  tliat  it  would 
be  a good  place  to  locate,  which  he  did,  en- 
tering upon  the  practice  of  hi.s  jimfession  at 
Fort  Griffin.  .After  he  was  there  for  a time 
he  was  elected  prosecuting  attornc3'  for  Shack- 
elford and  the  attached  counties,  the  other 
counties  being  attached  to  Shackelford  for 
judicial  purposes,  as  thc3'  were  unorganized. 

Mr.  Jeffress  served  as  coimt3-  attorne3'  there 
until  the  17th  of  Januar3'.  1877.  ( )n  that  day' 

occurred  the  most  memorable  incident  in  his 
career.  P'ort  Griffin  being  a frontier  settlement 
had  the  rc])utation  of  being  one  of  the  rough- 
est places  in  the  west.  One  night  after  he  and 
a partv'  of  his  fellow  law3'ers  and  associates 
had  returned  from  .Albany,  where  the  countv' 
.seat  had  recently  been  removed,  a message  was 
sent  to  the  sheriff  of  the  county  that  a crowd 
of  tough  characters  were  drinking,  carousing 
and  shooting  through  the  town.  .A  party  was 
organized  including  the  sheriff,  his  deputy, 
Mr.  Jeffress  and  others,  and  the3'  went  in 
.search  of  the  desjieradoes  in  order  to  effect 
their  arrest.  The3"  were  located  in  one  of  the 
saloons,  in  the  rear  of  which  was  a sort  of 
theatre  where  a performance  was  given  every 
night.  .\  fight  ensued  between  the  officers  of 
the  law  and  the  ruffians  in  which  the  lights 
in  the  place  were  extinguished  and  bullets  were 
fl3'ing  in  every'  direction.  Mr.  Jeffress  was 
struck  b\'  a ball  from  a fort3'-five  caliber  re- 
volver. it  passing  through  his  liody  jn.st  above 
the  heart  and  lodging  near  the  shoulder  blade 
right  beneath  the  skin.  A long  and  tedious  illness 
follow'ed  and  although  medical  and  surgical 
aid  was  protided,  his  life  was  despaire<l  of  by 
the  pli3'sicians  in  attendance.  His  father  was 
summoned  from  Virginia  and  came  to  the  bed- 
sifle  of  his  son,  remaining  with  him  as  long 
as  lie  could  and  then  bidding  him  good-bye. 
never  expecting  to  see  him  again  on  earth, 
but  fate  had  ordained  otherwise  and  as  time 
wore  on  he  began  to  improve  and  finally^  was 
able  to  make  a journey'  back  tc>  his  old  Vir- 
ginia home,  but  his  service  as  prosecuting 
attorney'  of  the  county'  was  ended  by'  that  shot. 

M'hile  Afr.  Jeffress  was  at  home  the  family' 
phy'sician,  Dr.  Agnew,  made  an  examination 
and  changed  the  course  of  treatment  from  that 
which  the  Te.xas  doctors  had  follc'wed.  After 
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iwo  iiit.iiuhs  Mr.  JeUrc.^s  wa.s  niucli  iinprox  cd 
and  tell  quite  himself  again,  save  that  the 
wotind  ct'iitimied  t(>  discharge.  In  the  course 
of  lime  a piece  of  hone  came  out  and  then  the 
woiiiid  healed. 

hile  iti  \ irginia  at  that  time  Air.  Jcffre^.s 
met  the  lady  w ho  is  now  his  wife  .'ind  \vh'")m 
he  married  on  the  17th  of  Septeinher,  1878. 
She  w.as  fomterly  .Miss  Ida  W’ootton  and  was 
horn  and  retired  in  V irginia,  In  the  same  year 
he  returned  with  his  wife  to  Te.xas,  reaching 
.Albany  in  October,  after  mahing  the  trip  over- 
land from  Fort  \V(>rth,  as  there  were  110  rail- 
roads at  the  lime  west  cd  Fort  Worth.  He 
continued  in  the  active  practice  of  law  in  .Al- 
bany until  the  spring  of  tS8i,  when  he  removed 
to  Colorado,  Texas,  where  he  has  since  re- 
mained and  has  occttjtied  his  presciil  office 
siitce  Aj.iril,  1886.  His  practice  for  several  vears 
has  largely'  been  office  practice,  although  he  has 
tried  sftme  important  civil  and  criminal  cases. 
He  was  appointed  agent  for  Senator  Joseph 
E.  Brown  of  Georgia,  having  charge  of  all  of 
his  property  in  Texas,  lie  took  charge  August 
16,  1881,  and  served  as  Senator  Brown’s  agent 
until  hi.s  death,  Noventber  30,  1894,  since  which 
time  Air,  Jeffress  has  represented  the  executors, 
har  ing  charge  of  the  Texa.s  estate.  He  lias 
also  represented  the  estate  of  Hon.  Edmund 
\V,  Cole  of  Nashville,  Tennessee,  and  of  lion. 
L.  N.  Trammell,  of  Georgia,  who  rvas  for  many' 
years  chairman  of  the  railrciad  commi.ssion  of 
that  state.  He  is  also  the  repre.sentative  of 
Colonel  Henrv  R.  Duval,  of  New  York,  former 
])resident  of  the  Florida  Central  and  Peninsu- 
lar Railway  Comjiany,  and  these  varied  inter- 
ests liring  to  him  a good  financial  return. 

In  the  family'  of  Judge  Jeffress  are  four  liv- 
ing children,  three  .son^  and  a daughter:  F!m- 
met  Cahill.  Corinne,  Prentiss  Clark  and  Woot- 
ton  Walton.  Judge  Jeffress  is  a refined  and 
highly'  cultured  genteman  of  the  old  Aurginian 
school  and  display's  many'  (>f  the  e.xcellent 
traits  of  characier  that  characterized  his  fa- 
ther'.s  life.  He  has  a high  sense  of  honor  and 
justice  and  in  all  of  his  dealings  with  his  fcl- 
low-meii  ha,s  won  the  nmiualified  confidence 
and  esteem  of  those  with  whom  he  has  been  as.so- 
ciaied.  lie  is  one  of  the  oldest  attorneys  in  point 
of  residence  in  Colorado,  where  lie  ha.s  built  up 
a snccc'.sfu!  law  |iractice.  It  i.s  ever  a plea.sure 
Ui  meet  with  men  of  this  type,  men  who  stand 
for  advancement  in  all  that  develops  character 
and  that  work.s  for  good  citizenship  and  for 
high  ideals  in  jirivatc  life. 


J(  )HN  W.  BAKER.  The  Baker  family  has 
long  resided  in  'lAxas.  'i’lic  father  of  our  sub- 
ject, Robert  Baker,  was  familiarly  known  as 
L nele  Bob  Baker,  a term  which  also  indicated 
the  enviable  position  which  he  held  in  the  es- 
teem ami  frieiKlship  of  those  who  knew  him. 
He  was  born  in  Fayette  county'.  Alabama,  near 
'I  irscaloosa,  February  5.  1839.  and  in  the  pa- 
ternal line  came  of  Irish  <lescent,  while  on  his 
mother’s  side  he  vva.s  of  Englisli  lineage.  His 
mother  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Aliss  Fore  and 
the  ancestry’  of  that  family'  can  be  traced  back 
to  tour  brothers,  who  came  to  this  country' 
from  England,  one  of  whom  was  a captain  in 
the  British  army  before  his  emigration  to  the 
new  world.  They  settled  in  the  south,  proba- 
bly in  the  state  of  Georgia.  The  name  was 
originally  spelled  with  an  accent  mark  over  the 
“c.”  The  Baker  family  has  been  represented 
in  Alabama  for  about  a century'  and  a number 
of  the  representatives  of  tlie  name  came  to 
Texas  and  are  now  liv'ing  in  the,  southern  part 
of  this  state.  None  of  them  have  become 
wealthy  but  are  all  in  comfortable  financial 
circumstances  and  are  regarded  as  valued  citi- 
zens of  the  various  Icicalities  in  which  they’  re- 
side. Obed  Baker  was  the  grandfather  of 
John  W.  Baker  of  this  review.  In  1851  he  left 
Alabama  and  came  to  Texas  with  his  family, 
settling  first  in  Bastrop  county,  which  w'as 
then  a new  and  wild  district  with  few  settlers. 
His  first  home  was  a log  cabin,  in  which  the 
family  lived  in  true  pioneer  style  amid  the  en- 
vironments of  frontier  life. 

Robert  Baker  was  twelve  years  of  age  when 
he  came  to  Te.xas  with  his  parents,  and  was 
reared  in  Bastrop  county'i  where  he  remained 
lip  to  the  time  of  the  Civil  war.  In  1862  he  cn- 
lerevl  the  Confederate  service  and  was  under 
such  intrepid  commanders  as  Colonel  Kirby 
Smith  and  General  Magnider,  while  Captain 
Holxson  commanded  hi.s  company.  lie  served 
throughout  the  entire  war.  in  the  campaigns 
largely’  coiifineil  to  Texas,  especially'  in  and 
near  tlie  citv  of  Galveston.  After,  his  discharge 
from  the  anny  at  the  close  of  hostilities  he  re- 
turned to  Bastrop  county,  where  he  made  his 
home  until  1882.  He  had  been  married  in  1861 
to  Aliss  Mary'  Nancy  M'oods,  who  was  born 
in  Alississippi  and  came  to  'I’exas  with  her 
parents  .'onietiine  in  1850.  She  was  liorn  No- 
vember 30,  1843.  and  is  now  living  in  Tay'lor 
county’.  In  1882  Robert  Baker  removed  to 
Williamson  county',  settling  near  Georgetown, 
where  he  made  hi.s  home  for  fourteen  y'ears, 
when  in  December,  1896,  he  went  to  Taydor 
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county,  locatinsf  in  Jim  Ned  Valley^  just  on 
the  edge  of  the  timhcr.  There  he  spent  his 
remaining  days,  his  death  occurring  on  the  12th 
of  February,  1905.  He  was  a minister  of  the 
Primitive  Baptist  church  for  thirty-five  years 
and  divided  his  time  between  his  business  af- 
fairs and  his  church  work,  attending  regularly 
the  church  seiwices  each  Sunday,  his  labors 
proving  an  effective  element  in  the  moral  de- 
velopment and  progre.ss  of  the  localities  in 
which  he  made  hi.s  home.  In  his  family  -were 
twelve  children,  eight  .sons  and  four  daughters, 
of  whom  nine  are  now  living,  six  sons  ami  three 
daughters. 

John  W.  Baker,  whose  name  introduces  this 
review,  was  born  in  Bastrop  county.  Texas, 
May  27,  1871,  and  wa.'i  there  reared  upon  his 
tather',s  farm,  while  in  the  public  schools  of 
the  neighborhood  he  acquired  his  education. 
He  afterward  took  up  the  work  of  the  teach- 
er’s profession  in  Williamson  county,  where 
he  wa.s  actively  connected  with  school  work 
for  two  years,  and  then  in  1896  went  to  Taylor 
county.  In  the  following  year  he  accepted  a 
position  with  Clayton  Pwothers  Company, 
whom  he  itractically  represented  as  bookkeep- 
er until  1900  and  on  the  i.st  of  January  of  that 
year  he  became  connected  with  the  Ed.  S, 
Hughes  Hardvvare  Company  in  a similar  posi- 
tion, remaining  in  that  employ  until  April  6, 
1904.  He  tlien  resigned  and  removed  to  Lawn 
in  the  southern  part  of  Taylor  county,  where 
he  opened  up  a general  mercantile  business  on 
his  own  account.  This  is  a thickly  settled 
district,  and  having  an  extensive  acquaintance 
Mr.  Baker  succeeded  in  rapidly  building  up 
a fine  and  growing  busines.s  and  is  recognized 
as  one  of  the  leailing  merchants  of  thi.s  part 
of  the  country. 

On  the  23rd  of  November.  1893.  Mr.  Baker 
was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Lora  Shaw, 
a native  of  Williamson  county,  Texas,  an<l 
their  family  numlx'rs  tliree  sons  and  a daugh- 
ter. Mr.  Baker  has  been  a member  of  the 
Baptist  church  for  nine  years  or  more  and  is 
a zealous  worker  in  the  cause.  He  likewise 
belongs  to  tlie  Odd  Fellows  society,  in  which 
he  has  taken  all  of  the  degrees  of  the  subordin- 
ate lodge  and  encampunent  and  is  likewi.se  a 
member  of  the  grand  lodge  of  Tcxa.s.  He  be- 
longs to  the  Masonic  fraternity  and  his  life  is 
in  harmony  with  the  teachings  of  these  various 
fraternal  organizations.  An  enterprising 
young  business  man.  alert  and  energetic,  he 
is  making  fijr  himself  a creditable  place  in  the 
bu.siness  world  and  is  meeting  with  vert  grati- 
fying success. 


W1LLIA3I  RALPH  DAVIS.  A living 
illu.-'lratkin  of  the  thrift  and  independence  with 
vchich  itien  of  energv-  and  indu.stry  and  honesty 
are  inxariahly  rewarded,  in  whatever  field  of 
endeavor,  is  seen  in  tlie  person  of  the  subject  of 
this  life  sketch.  In  easy-going,  healthful  and 
fertile  Xorthern  Te.xas  where  ctery  grain  of 
sand  .is  a molecule  of  productive  energy  and 
every  spot  of  clay  is  a storehoii.se  for  the  sca.son- 
iiig  which  {tushes  gem.iination  and  development 
of  farm  product.s  to  a pn.-fitable  liarvest  much 
pro>perity  and  siurie  poverty  is  in  evidence 
everywhere,  and  so  the  question  of  universal 
success  in  the  domain  (,>f  agriculture  becomes  a 
matter  of  hitman  effort  and  depends  upon  the 
Ithvsieal  and  mental  attributes  of  the  man  Ite- 
hiiid  the  plow,  Ltuler  the  must  favorable  con- 
iliiions  of  climate  and  soil  iiulolencc  accom- 
plishes nothing,  but  under  the  same  conditions 
unconquerable  energ'y  oozing  fn,mi  every  pore 
acconijilishes  all  things  and  the  apptlicaiion  of 
these  observations  brings  us  to  the  subject  m 
hand,  for  the  iter.sunality  of  it  has  all  his  life 
suggested  an  ever-e.xploding  bundle  of  dynamic 
energy  which  has  kept  the  machinery  of  his 
career  in  regular  ami  economic  motion  to  the 
end  that  each  year  of  time  ha.',  contributed 
something  suli.siantial  to  his  record  »>f  acliiei  <■- 
ments. 

-Vll  tliat  kir.  Davis  i.s  and  all  that  he  ha.s  ac- 
comijlished  have  beim  developed  and  brought 
about  under  the  social  and  agriciihnral  in- 
fluences prevailing  in  Montague  county,  for  lie 
came  to  the  county  at  the  beginning  of  liis  iii- 
dependeut  career  and  took  his  uosition  at  the 
foot  of  the  ladder  uj>  which  he  was  destined  to 
climb.  After  a brief  period  of  renting  ho  con- 
tracted for  a piece  of  Titus  county  school  land 
six  miles  south  of  Forestbitrg  ami  into  a rmle 
cal)in  of  one  room  lie  moved  his  wife  and  liis 
scant  effects  and  tlie  battle  was  on.  AMiilc 
farming  alway.-,  eoniinamled  Ills  inlere-.l  ami 
acti\  c efforts  lie  developed  a pencliatu  for  trade 
and  barter  and  each  year's  [uofit.s  of  the  farm 
were  sttbstantially  sn|)j)leniented  by  an  income 
front  his  craft.  \\  itli  the  accttinultiling  profits 
Ilf  the  years  farm  after  farm  came  into  his  pos- 
session until  three  quarter  sections  of  bind  were 
embraced  in  his  dominions,  and  tlie  same  im- 
proved. (iroduciive  and  drained  by  tlie  waters 
of  1 lemon  creek. 

The  education  of  bis  growing  family  became 
a matter  of  much  concent  to  hir.  Jlavis  and 
when,  ill  J!iOV.  an  opportunity  |iresemed  ir.-.elf 
to  locate  hinisclf  against  the  tow  iisite  of  Sunset 
and  within  a stone's  throw  of  a gor>d  school,  he 
embraced  it  and  pitrcliased  one  hundred  and 
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iliirl>-miu  acrt  '.  uilli  impnivomeiUs  complete 
{or  the  ct  invcviieiit  use  of  his  family  ami  he  tor)k 
]HPS--i.;'si. .])  of  it  at  once.  W ith  iio  hint  at  detail 
and  w ithout  mention  of  niany  inciilents  hearing 
on  an,]  alTecting  his  progress  through  life  we 
hat  e thus  hricfly  pointed  out  the  substantial 
achievements  in  an  actit  c and  et  er-busy  Ih'e. 
lie  h:m  not  toted  with  fiolitics  nor  given  en- 
eouragenient  lo  features  of  industry  Ixpaaid 
anil  outsiile  of  his  personal  knowledge  and  he 
toiak  ail  aeiite  interest  in  the  success  of  iMi  tli- 
odism  in  his  community.  lie  was  one  of  the 
lioard  of  stewards,  aitled  in  the  choir  work  of 
the  society  and  matched  any  cash  contribution 
which  f'lmul  its  way  into  the  society's  treas- 
urv  from  any  other  local  source. 

iMr.  I >avis  came  into  .Montague  county  in 
IShi,  just  married.  I'or  fit  e years  he  had  been 
engaged  in  discharging  his  voiilhful  duty  to  his 
father  in  Collin  county  ami  he  was  started  out 
ujxin  his  career  with  a sound  body  and  mind, 
but  willi  little  knowledge  of  books.  In  ISIO 
the  family  settled  in  Collin  county  from  lUauiT 
cotintv,  Tennessee,  in  which  ceiuiity  and  in 
Lawrence  and  Wayne  counties,  that  state,  they 
had  lived  since  is.'i'f.  To  Georgia  the  family 
migrated  from  Clexcland  county,  Xorth  Caro- 
lina. Ill  this  latter  county  ami  state  our  subject 
was  horn  on  the  8th  r>f  Xovornber,  1851. 

Luke  .Staiisbury  Davis  was  our  subject's 
father  and  his  liirth  occurred  in  South  Caridina 
ill  TSn:).  He  remained  in  the  Palmetto  state 
until  after  liis  marriage  to  Diana  Ralph, a Rhode 
Island  lady,  and  then  moved  into  Cleveland 
county.  X.irtli  Carolina.  In  his  early  life  Mr. 
I nivi>,  Sr.,  was  a teacher,  hut  the  occupation  of 
a farmer  finally  i>osscsscd  him  to  the  exclusion 
of  all  else  arid  he  was  engaged  in  it  at  his 
death,  in  IMoiitagiie  county,  'rexas,  in  ISTS.  His 
wife  siiiu  ivcd  till  June  (\  ISkh,  and  died  leaving 
children,  living  ami  dead:  I.iiidsay  C..  who 

was  killed  at  the  battle  of  Shiloh;  Charles  L., 
who  passed  through  the  t'onfedcrate  service 
and  died  in  I’cterslnirg.  Tennessee,  leaving  t 
family  of  six  children;  Laster  .S.,  Klizaheth,  wife 
• >f  G.  D.  Marine,  died  un  Dciuoii  creek;  Hil- 
liard ,S..  who  died  in  Montague  county,  the 
father  of  three  children;  John  1'.,  and  Jilary, 
wife  of  John  M’arren,  Ijoth  of  Montague:  h'letch- 
cr,  who  died  here  without  is.-,ue;  \\’illiani  R., 
I’lir  subject:  L.llis,  who  passed  away'  in  Yloii- 
tagne  county  ka\  ing  four  cliihlrcn.  ami  Robert 
lb.  '■(  I ,ixon.  ( iklalioma. 

Yo\emhcr  f'l.  isb">,  William  R.  Davis  and 
.Mary  hi.  McKiiight  were  married  in  Collin 
citiiniv  , l\  xa'.  Air-^,  Dai'is  was  a ilaughter  of 
l\oln-n  and  l.aiira  (T)cwberry)  McKnight, 


from  I.auderdale  county.  .Ylabaiiia.  .April  10, 
TsS'i,  Airs.  Da\is  died,  being  the  mother  of 
Alinnie,  Robert  S..  and  Eugene.  In  ISSs  Air. 

I )avis  married  Josephine,  a daughter  of  George 
and  Xancy  (Champion)  Fletcher.  Airs.  Davis 
was  horn  in  d'exas,  ami  is  the  mollier  of  (Oscar 
1...  Kdna  Elizabeth,  Lillie  Belle,  Garland  Leo, 
Ora  Ii„  Georgia  Bryan  and  Forest  London. 

'J'he  re.snlts  of  liis  thirty  years  of  effort  in 
Alontague  county  show  that  it  has  been  good 
for  tlie  county  to  ha\  e Air.  Davis  here.  It  is 
fair  to  presume  that  his  personal  welfare  would 
have  been  well  conserved  in  any  other  fertile 
and  productive  lcK:ality.  but  the  fact  of  his 
presence  here  and  his  coimnendable  social  and 
industrial  achievements  warrant  us  in  com- 
mending his  record  to  the  students  of  local  hi.s- 
tory  among  the  generations  of  the  future, 

\\'.  AIcD.  B(  (M'YLR.  .Among  the  first  set- 
tlers in  the  western  section  of  Texas  and  one 
wlio  has  been  a constant  observer  of  the  pass- 
ing events,  changing  conditions  and  the  growth 
and  devdi‘>i)ineiit  of  the  country  from  the 
epoch  of  the  primitive  past  to  the  i)rogres.sive 
present,  is  W.  AIcD.  Bowycr  and  so  well 
known  is  he  in  this  section  of  the  state  that  no 
history  would  be  complete  without  llie  record 
of  his  life.  He  was  born  in  Lexington,  Rock- 
bridge county  , A'irginia,  October  29,  1848,  and 
is  descended  from  English  ancestry,  the  line 
being  traced  back  as  far  as  William  the  Con- 
ipieror.  On  the  maternal  side  Air.  Bowyer 
comes  of  Scotch  descent.  James  Hubbard 
Bowyer,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  also  a 
AJrgiiiian  by  birth,  and  the  last  years  of  his 
life  were  spent  in  .Abilene,  Te.xas,  where  he 
died  in  1887.  His  wife,  who  lK>re  the  maiden 
name  c>f  Aurelia  AlcDoiiald,  was  born  and 
reared  in  Wa.shington,  D.  C.  Her  father.  John 
AIcDonalil,  was  chief  clerk  of  the  L'nited  .States 
senate  up  to  tlie  time  of  his  death  and  since 
then  trvo  succeeding  generations  of  the  family 
have  been  represented  in  the  same  position, 
the  present  incumbent  being  II.  B.  AIcDonald. 
In  the  family  of  James  Hubbard  Borvyer  were 
three  sons  and  three  daughters,  five  of  whom 
arc  now  living,  their  homes  being  in  different 
parts  of  Texas.  William  AIcD.  Bowyer  was 
named  in  honor  of  William  McDonald,  liLs 
maternal  nncle.  who  was  one  of  the  three  .Mc- 
Donalds that  ha\e  acted  as  chief  clerk  in  the 
l'nited  States  senate  and  was  probably  one  of 
the  best  informed  men  in  the  country  on  par- 
liamentary law,  being  tlie  author  of  a text 
book  on  that  snl)ject. 

William  AIcD.  Bowyer  was  reared  in  Lex- 
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ington  and  atteinied  llie  W ashington  and  Lee 
University  of  that  city,  lie  was  ahso  a student 
in  the  Y'irginia  Militant^  Institute  at  Richmond 
and  was  piir.suing'  his  education  there  when  the 
city  was  evacuated  during  the  closing  year  of 
the  Civil  war.  lie  was  at  that  time  sixteen 
years  of  age.  Follow'ing  the  cessation  of  hos- 
tilities General  Robert  E.  Lee  was  elected 
president  of  the  univer.sity  at  Lexington  and 
remained  at  the  head  of  the  institution  for  five 
y^ears  or  until  the  time  of  his  deatli,  ilr.  Jow- 
}'cr  attending  the  funeral  services.  Follow- 
ing the  evacuation  he  made  his  way  to  his 
home  as  best  he  could,  walking  the  entire  dis- 
tance. He  afterward  went  to  WT'st  \'irginia 
and  assisted  in  the  building  of  ilie  Chesapeake 
& Ohio  Railroad.  Following  the  com[)letion 
of  that  line  he  remcived  to  Ohio,  where  he  was 
engaged  on  the  construction  of  the  Raltiniore 
& Ohio  Railroad  and  later  went  to  Kentucky', 
tvhere  he  aided  in  building  the  Cincinnati 
Southern  Railroad,  extending  from  Cincinnati 
to  Chattanooga,  Tennessee.  While  thus  con- 
nected with  railroad  building  he  acted  as  book- 
keeper for  the  company'  of  railroad  contractors. 

For  twenty-nine  years  Mr.  Ilowy'er  has  been 
a resident  of  Texas,  arriving  in  this  state  in 
1876.  He  fir.st  located  at  Burnett  in  Burnett 
county,  where  he  engaged  in  merchandising, 
and  later  removed  to  Lampasas  countv,  where 
he  was  again  connected  with  his  brother,  Jc>hn 
Bowyer,  nenv  of  Abilene,  in  a mercantile  enter- 
pri.se.  Seeking  a permanent  location  he  decided 
upon  Jones  county'  and  took  up  his  abode  with- 
in its  borders  in  the  spring  of  1880  before  the 
county  was  organized.  He  erected  the  first 
house  in  Anson  and  his  history'  is  closely  inter- 
woven with  the  growth  and  development  of  the 
city  from  that  time  to  the  present.  He  has 
been  well  pleased  with  his  choice  of  a location, 
regarding  this  section  of  the  state  as  a most 
delightful  country  because  of  its  climatic  con- 
ditions, its  soil  and  many'  natural  advantages. 
With  the  building  of  the  town  he  opened  a 
general  mercantile  store,  which  he  conducted 
for  about  ten  years  and  during  that  time  he 
also  acted  as  postmaster,  having  the  office  in 
his  store.  Fince  his  retirement  from  commer- 
cial life  he  has  been  engaged  in  farming  and 
he  ow'ns  .some  valuable  property  in  the  county', 
including  tw’u  farms,  one  of  which  is  about  five 
miles  .southea.st  of  Anson  and  another  about 
the  same  distance  northeast.  lie  also  owns 
some  valuable  town  lots  and  business  prop- 
erty' in  An.son  and  one  hundred  and  fifty  acres 
of  land  which  immediately  adjoins  the  corpora- 
tion limits  of  the  town.  He  is  one  of  the  suc- 


cessful busine.-,s  men  of  the  county  and  a.-,  he 
has  himself  exfire.-^sed  it — his  life  exemplify  ing 
the  .same  tlumght — "indn.stry,  frugality  ami  so- 
briety will  make  any  man  in  this  country.” 

Mr.  Bowyer  was  married  in  July,  i88i,  on 
the  little  hill  near  where  Ids  luiine  now  stamls, 
to  -Mrs.  J.  .\.  Carr,  >,vt’  Knox,  who  was  rearetl 
in  AIississij>iii  and  came  to  Western  Texas  in 
the  fall  of  1879.  I'hey  have  two  cltildren  living, 
John  St.  Clair  and  O-ttis  McDonald,  and  they' 
lost  three  other  children  in  early'  life.  iMr. 
Bow’yer's  connection  with  the  county  has  been 
one  of  benefit  to  this  part  of  the  state  and  in  his 
busine.ss  career  he  has  g.ained  not  only  gratifying 
.succe.ss  but  also  an  honorable  name. 

JAME.S  M.  ISBELL,  M.  1).,  is  today  the 
oldest  phvsician  of  Abilene,  and  in  this  part  of 
the  county  although  he  is  not  actively'  engaged 
in  practice  to  any  great  extent  at  the  present 
time.  'I'hc  Isbell  family,  of  which  he  i.s  a repre- 
sentative, is  of  French  extraction  and  the  an- 
cestry can  be  traced  back  through  two  centur- 
ies or  until  about  1(188,  when  members  of  the 
family  came  from  France  and  settled  in  the 
Carolinas. 

James  H.  Isbell,  the  father  of  Dr.  Isbell,  was 
a native  of  Greenville,  Tennessee,  where  his 
father,  James  Isbell,  was  engaged  in  the  prac- 
tice of  medicine.  The  sem  was  born  in  i8c>8 
and  in  1835  lie  came  to  Texas  with  a company 
of  Tennes.see  \Mluntccrs  who  offered  their 
services  to  the  y'oung  country.  In  ihe  mean- 
time James  H.  Isbell  had  studied  medicine  and 
liad  engaged  in  practice.  Following  his  arrival 
in  Tc.xas  he  participated  in  the  battle  of  San 
Jacinto  and  in  this  battle  his  three  brothcr.s, 
John,  .Alexander  and  William  Isbell,  were  also 
engaged,  as  was  his  hrother-in-law  Xajn>leon 
Magriuler.  Upon  removing  to.  Gonzales, 
Texa.s,  where  his  last  days  were  spent,  Dr. 
James  IT.  Isbell  abandoned  the  j)racticc  of 
medicine  and  carried  on  business  as  a land 
agent,  locating  lands  all  over  the  slate.  This 
proved  a j>rofitable  industry'  in  the  early  de- 
velopment of  Texa.s  and  he  prospered  in  his 
undertakings.  His  wife,  to  w hom  he  was  mar- 
ried in  1838.  bore  the  maiden  name  of  ^Amanda 
Magruder  and  was  a native  of  Lexington,  Ken- 
tucky'. She  was  a ward  i.)f  William  Hardin, 
alcalde  of  the  .Mexican  government  at  Liberty, 
and  had  been  brought  by  him  to  Texas  in  1835. 
She  was  then  a young  la/lv  of  sixteen  years 
and  had  just  finished  her  course  of  study  in 
the  acailemy'  at  Lexington,  Kentucky'.  She 
w'as  of  Scotch  descent,  her  forefathers  having 
come  from  Scotland  to  .America  in  1745  and  sot- 


HISTORY  OF  XORTH  AXD  WEST  TEX  \S. 


,E- 

tlcd  in  \ irqinia.  lior  ilisath  occurred  in  1880, 
at  Belton,  Texas.  ( n"  iicr  three  children  who 
lived  he}oiid  infancy  two  yet  survive,  while 
Kate,  the  second,  has  now  passed  away.  The 
(.(liter  dangliter,  ,\nnie,  is  tlie  wife  of  M.  iMc- 
niicnny,  of  S;m  .\ntC(nio,  Texas. 

]>r.  James  M.  Isbell,  whose  name  introduces 
this  review,  was  born  in  Gonzales.  Texas, 
June  Jt).  1848,  and  was  reared  in  the  little  fron- 
tier totvn  of  Belt' in.  His  more  advanced  edu- 
cation wa.s  obtained  in  the  university  at  WHco, 
Texas.  During  the  closing  period  lof  the  war 
he  left  school  and  entered  the  Confederate 
army  as  a member  of  the  .Sixth  Texas  Cavalrtx 
forming  a jiart  of  the  brigade  under  command 
of  Genertd  Ross.  He  was  at  tlial  lime  sixteen 
vears  of  age  and  in  iMay,  1,865.  he  was  dis- 
charged ami  sent  home  to  await  further  orders, 
but  -the  order  t-.)  return  never  came.  A few  years 
afterward  he  took  up  the  study  of  medicine,  be- 
coming a .student  in  the  tnedical  department  of 
Tulane  l^niversity,  at  X’ew  Orleans,  from 
which  institution  he  was  graduated  in  1872. 
He  began  practice  in  Pails  county.  Te.xas, 
where  he  remained  for  a year,  and  then  after 
living  at  various  place.s.  he  settled  in  Abilene  in 
18S1  at  the  time  the  tc.iwn  lots  were  sold  and 
the  town  established.  Here  he  ha.s  remained 
eonliiiuously  since  and  has  been  in  active  prac- 
tice during  the  greater  part  of  the  time  hut  in 
recent  years  has  largely  jnit  aside  the  course 
of  the  profession,  owing  to  his  own  impaired 
health.  He  has  alway.s  i)een  accorded  a liberal 
Iiatriiiiage  and  has  kciit  abreast  with  the  prog- 
ress of  the  times  eonceruiiig  the  medicai  sci- 
ence. He  is  today  the  oldest  i>h_vsician  in 
.\hileius 

1 )r.  Tshel!  was  married  in  1881  to  Caro  J. 
Jones,  nee  .\mlerson,  of  Pontotoc,  iVIississippi, 
a si.sLcr  Ilf  d'.  Ft.  .Viider.Min,  one  of  the  early 
settlers  of  .\bilene.  Dr.  Ishell  is  a member 
of  the  Catholic  church.  lie  has  ever  stood 
high  hoih  professiouall)  and  sociallv  in  this 
coninumiiy  ami  ranks  toiktv  with  its  repre- 
sentative men.  having  the  qualities  of  man- 
hoi.id  which  ever  command  respect  avid  con- 
hdcnce. 

Tlli'.M.XS  < ».  .\Xr>ERS(  )X.  a successful 
real  estate  dialer  of  \hilene,  who  has  nego- 
tiated important  realty  traiisfcr.'.  ha.s  been  one 
oj  vhe  sources  of  the  city's  upbuilding  and 
inriirovemeiu , becoming  ;i  resident  of  this  pior- 
tiou  < f the  state  in  1878.  Tavlor  couiirv  being 
Organized  the  .•-anie  vear.  He  is  a native  of 
i ’otili'itoc.  Mississi]>pi,  liorn  .\ugust  14,  1840. 
and  i>  a ^on  of  Benjamin  1 >,  .\nder.son,  a na- 


tive of  \^irgini;i.  His  mother,  who  bore  the 
maiden  name  of  Sarah  Lindley,  was  a native  of 
Ohio  and  the  daughter  of  a Presbv'tcrian  minis- 
ter, the  Rev.  Jacob  Lindley.  They  were  mar- 
ried in  .Athen.s,  .Alabama,  and  became  the  par- 
enl.s  of  seven  children — three  sons  and  four 
daughters. 

Because  of  the  progress  e,f  the  w'ar,  which  so 
greatly  brcike  up  the  educational  .svxstem  of 
the  south,  Thomas  O.  .Anderson  received  but 
limited  school  privileges,  hostilities  beginning 
between  the  north  and  the  south  when  he  was 
about  twelve  years  of  age.  Xot  long  afterward 
he  began  to  earn  hs  own  living  and  be  made  his 
home  with  his  father  until  twenty  years  of  age, 
his  mother  hav  ing  died  when  he  was  betw'een 
five  and  six  years  of  age.  Immediately  after 
the  war  he  removed  to  Memphis,  Tennessee, 
where  he  resided  until  coming  to  Texas  in 
1878. 

Ill  the  meantime  Air.  Anderson  was  married 
in  November,  1872,  to  Miss  Madge  E.  Ander- 
son, of  Alemphi.s,  Tenne.ssee,  a daughter  of 
Judge  J.  A.  Anderson,  an  attorney  of  that  city, 
who,  though  of  the  same  name  as  our  subject, 
was  not  a relative.  Following  his  marriage 
Thomas  Anderson  gave  his  attention  to  the 
stock  business  and  cimlinued  in  the  same  line 
subsequent  to  his  removal  to  Texas.  He  rep- 
resented the  stock  industiy  of  this  state  until 
January,  1S81,  when  the  Texas  & Pacific  Rail- 
road was  built.  He  then  took  up  his  abode 
upon  the  present  site  of  the  city  of  Abilene, 
where  he  has  since  conducted  varied  business 
interests.  He  first  engaged  in  buying  bleached 
buffalo  bones,  which  were  thickly  strewn  over 
the  prairies.  These  he  shipped  to  X’cw  Or- 
leans, Chicago,  and  East  St,  Louis  for  the 
purpo,se  of  being  utilized  for  sugar  refining 
and  fertilizing.  ,\t  a later  day  he  turned  his 
atteiition  to  the  grain  business,  wiiich  he  con- 
ducted for  a few  years.  He  was  then  elected 
coiiuly  treasurer  of  Tavlor  county  and  held 
that  position  for  six  years,  or  for  three  succe.ss- 
ivc  terms,  proving  most  capable,  and  retired 
from  office  in  i8ip  as  he  had  entered  it — 
with  the  confidence  and  good  will  of  all  con- 
cerned. \\  hen  his  official  duties  were  over  he 
began  dealing  in  real  estate.  The  town  of  Abi- 
lene was  fcnindcd  in  1881  and  on  the  15th  of 
Alarch  of  that  year  lots  were  sold.  Mr.  An- 
dersiin  was  one  of  the  first  to  embark  in  the 
real  e.st.ate  bu.siiiess  here  and  has  since  con- 
ducted oficraiions  along  this  line.  In  1892  he 
formed  a partnership  with  his  brother-in-law, 
J.  T.  Ander.soii,  which  connection  was  contin- 
ued until  T900.  and  since  that  lime  Thomas 
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O.  Anderson  has  been  alone,  buying  and  sell- 
ing property  in  Abilene  and  the  snrroiuiding 
districts.  He  Las  a large  clientage  and  is  thor^ 
oughly  familiar  with  property  values  in  this 
portion  of  the  state,  so  that  he  is  enabled  to 
advise  his  patrons  how  to  be.st  invest  their 
money  for  the  purposes  desired. 

Mr.  Anderson's  home  is  pleasantly  located 
two  and  a half  miles  .southeast  of  Abilene,  near 
the  Lytle  Lake,  which  supplies  the  city  of  Abi- 
ene  with  water.  He  has  taken  considerable 
interest  in  political  affairs,  and  his  allegiance 
has  always  been  given  to  the  Democracy.  *In 
July,  1904,  he  was  made  cotinty  commissioner 
of  precinct  No.  2,  to  fill  an  unexpired  term 
and  W'as  elected  to  the  same  office  in  the  fall 
election  of  that  year.  He  belongs  to  the 
Knights  of  Honor,  and  Knights  of  Pythias 
fraternities,  and  to  the  Masonic  lodge,  and  he 
has  also  attained  the  Knight  Templar  degree 
in  Masonr^^  He  is  regarded  as  one  of  the 
prominent  citizens  of  Abilene  and  is  a strong 
man  viewed  from  atiy  ,standiX)int.  He  is  strong 
in  his  personality,  in  his  honor  and  good  name, 
and  in  possession  of  those  business  traits  which 
constitute  the  best  prosperity. 

MARTIN  ANDERSON  EPPS.  The  range 
of  possibilities  within  the  domain  of  grazing  in 
Jack  county  lends  encouragement  to  the  be- 
lief that  every  intelligent  and  well-planned  ef- 
fort in  that  direction  leads  naturally  to  success. 
So  many  individual  cases  are  discoverable 
where  young  men  without  other  capital  than 
sheer  nerve,  in  the  begiiming,  have  created 
and  are  creating  wealth  for  themselves  through 
the  medium  of  stock,  that  justification  can  be 
found  for  the  conviction  that  a superior  mental 
poise  is  e.s.seiitial  to  even  the  successful  con- 
duct of  a business,  where  the  cow.  the  grass 
and  the  water  are  the  throe  physical  elements 
dominating  the  field.  This  suggestion  covers 
numerous  cases  of  thrift  on  the  range,  in  the 
hills  and  valleys  of  this  romantic  county,  but 
none  is  more  conspicuous  or  interesting  in  the 
details  of  his  career  than  that  of  M,artin  A, 
Epps,  of  this  review. 

A perusal  of  the  origin  of  this  family,  which 
has  played  an  important  part  in  the  affairs 
about  Postoak  for  the  past  quarter  of  a cen- 
tury, shows  it  to  have  its  origin  in  William- 
son count3%  Tennessee,  where  Martin  Epps, 
Sr.,  our  subject’s  father,  was  born  and  where 
his  father,  Daniel  Epps,  started  his  westward 
journeys  tow^ard  Missouri  in  the  early  part  of 
the  past  century  and  established  himself  in 
Butler  county.  The  latter  married  Miss  Irinin 


Appleby  and  their  children  left  their  adopted 
state  because  of  the  mixed  and  hostile  .senti- 
ment engendered  by  the  events  leai.ling  up  to 
the  Civil  war.  and  came  to  Te.xas,  where  they 
passed  their  remaining  years.  A glance  at 
their  personalities  shcivvs  Obediah  to  have  died 
in  (.ioHin  connty;  Robert,  who  died  in  Denton 
county;  Mary  became  the  wife  of  James  Bays, 
and  died  at  Brownwcxxl : ami  .Vlartin,  who 

passed  awa_v  at  Postoak  in  1892  at  eighty'  year.s 
of  age. 

Martin  Epps,  Sr.,  came  to  mature  years  in 
iMi-ssouri,  where  he  was  a |)iipil  in  the  i)rimitive 
schools  of  the  frcaitier  and  learned  to  read, 
rvrite  and  spell.  He  took  up  the  vocation  of 
his  father,  as  a man,  and  pursued  farming  with 
some  success  until  his  fleparture  fn  an  the  state. 
He  raised  a company^  for  the  Confederate  serv- 
ice but  was  prevented  by  sickness  from  serv- 
ing it  long  and  when  he  recovered  his  health 
Union  sentiment  in  Butler  county',  where  he 
j-esided.  was  too  strong  and  trio  radical  for 
further  peaceable  occupation  by'  an  adherent 
of  the  ‘southern  cause  and  he  reached  Texas 
w'ith  his  family  in  1863.  In  Texas,  while  he 
maintained  himself  and  family'  on  the  farm,  he 
actively  followed  the  ministry  and  for  many' 
y'ears  filled  charges  for  the  Missionary'  Baptist 
church.  His  first  wife  died  in  Missr-iuri,  with 
issue:  Joshua,  who  resides  in  Coryell  county . 
Texas  ; Nancy,  who  died  in  JMissouri  a.s  the  wife 
of  .Andrew'  Sliller;  Narcissa  married  Ezekiel 
iMiller  and  passed  away  in  Alissouri ; J.  B.  went 
to  Old  .Mexico  in  1868  and  was  lost:  Charles, 
of  McKinney'.  Texas,  and  Mary  married  A'il- 
liam  TL  .^evidge  and  ilied  in  (Oakland,  Indian 
Territory'.  Rev.  Epps’  second  wife  was  the 
widow  Smart,  before  her  first  marriage  being 
Sarah  Jennings.  Stephen  Smart  was  her  first 
husband,  and  one  of  their  children,  Bertie,  lives 
in  Denison,  Texas,  and  Nancy  is  the  widow 
of  J.  C.  Turner,  of  Clay  county,  Tc.xas. 

Alartin  A.  .Epp.s,  our  subject,  was  the  older  of 
two  in  the  immediate  family'  of  Rev.  Epps  and 
his  wife  Sarah,  He  was  horn  in  Butler  county  . 
Alissouri,  .Aiignst  21,  1S60,  and  sur\i\es  liis 
vonnger  hn.)th(.T,  Istuic  D.  The  work  of  the 
fann  was  his  lot  as  he  passed  childhood  and 
youth  and  the  rural  schorjls  pro\ided  his  ele- 
mentary mental  training.  From  t.'olHn  coun- 
ty' the  father  moved  to  Denton  and  from  that 
county  he  came  on  to  Jack,  settling  on  Jones’ 
creek  just  in  the  edge  of  t'lay'.  one  and  one- 
half  miles  north  of  I'o.stoak,  where  they'  pur- 
chased the  Robin.son  farm.  Some  years  later 
the  Sevidge  tract  just  southeast  of  Postoak 
came  into  the  hands  of  onr  subject,  and.  as 


mSTORV  uF  NORTH  ANT)  WEST  TEXAS. 


,?74 

pn;>sptTity  warranted,  the  .Stewart  farm  of  one 
iuiiKlred  and  sixty-two  acres  was  purchased 
and  has  l>cen  his  h<»mc  since  1803.  ^^'ith  the 
small  bunch  of  cattle  which  he  jro.s.se.ssed  on 
assnmine;'  liis  indej)endeiit  station  in  life,  ty- 
wcilic-r  with  substantial  results  n])on  the  farm, 
he  has  accumulated  the  .six  hundred  and  thirty- 
sc\  tn  acres  of  land  listed  for  taxes  in  his  name 
and  tire  herd  of  fir  e hundred  cattle  and  horses 
which  "raze  ui)on  hi.s  two  the>u.sand  acre  lea.se 
on  the  Jesse  I!.  Irving  surver". 

\\  Idle  yet  in  Denton  county  Mr.  Epp.s  be- 
came acijuainted  with  the  range  and  ac<]uired  a 
fascination  for  the  cow  business.  By  the  ex- 
ercise of  ingenuity  and  the  practice  of  indus- 
try he  gathered  up  a small  bunch  erf  cattle  in 
Jack  county,  with  which  he  can  l)e  said  to  have 
begun  life.  Matty  and  various  other  interests 
have  claimed  some  of  his  time,  hut  nothing 
has  ever  diverted  him  wholly  from  the  chief 
bu.siness  of  a ranch.  He  has  entered  the  gin 
Itnsiness,  ctwidng  gins  at  I’ostoak  and  at  Park 
.Springs  at  some  fteriod  of  hi.s  career,  and  these 
and  other  side  issues  passed  from  him  as  op- 
I>ortunitics  offered,  showing  it  to  his  advantage 
to  turn  the  property.  As  an  enduring  mark  of 
his  capability  at  improving  a farm  stands  his 
comimxlious  and  stately  residence  just  .south  of 
the  \ illage  of  Postoak,  one  of  the  largest  coun- 
try residences  in  the  county.  His  home  farm 
lies  in  the  valley  of  Jones’  creek  and  is  the 
choice  farm  of  the  locality  and  commends  itself 
to  the  public  eye  most  desirably  as  a country 
seat. 

December  i8,  1880,  Air.  Epj>s  married  Lizzie, 
a daughter  of  tieorge  Gore,  who  came  to  'fexas 
frimi  Mcl-ean  county.  Illinois,  and  died  in 
Grayson  county  where  his  widow  yet  resitles. 
Airs.  Epps  is  one  of  nine  children  and  wa.s  born 
in  AlcLean  county,  Illinois.  July  2,  iS(>2.  She  and 
Mr.  F,j)i)s  are  the  parents  of  Leslie  LeRoy, 
Chesley  t'linton,  Leona,  Etta,  wife  of  J.  H. 
Gannon,  of  Jack  county;  .\mlerson,  .Alta.  Trice 
Har\-cy,  Otti.s,  Winnie  and  Onza  Ray. 

Recurring  to  the  origin  of  Mr.  Epps’  forefa- 
ther.s  we  find  his  grandfather  Epps  a A'irg-inian 
with  Lngli.sh  antecedents,  while  the  Jennings 
vere  also  English,  but  an  early-fcnmdcd  family 
in  the  I nited  .Stales.  AA'illiam  Jenning^s  was 
(iiir  subject's  great-grandfather  and  he  married 
Miss  Fannie  Janies,  and  among  their  children 
was  Anderson  Jennings,  the  father  of  our  sub- 
ject’s mother.  \\  illiam  Jennings  was  one  of  the 
lieirs  to  an  estate  in  Engdand  and  sailed  for 
th.at  coimtrv  to  claim  his  ))ortion  init  died  in 
Birmingham.  Englaml.  Anderson  Jennings 


married  Miss  Nancy  K.  Ligan,  and  Sarah  Epp.s 
is  one  of  their  seven  children. 

Martin  Epps  has  alwaj's  essayed  a citizen’s 
interest  in  civic  aJIairs,  and  when  matters  of 
public  import  were  to  be  acted  upon  and  set- 
tled he  has  always  taken  a hand.  In  matters 
of  local  concern  he  favors  the  man  most  compe- 
tent to  fill  public  office  but  when  national  or 
state  tickets  are  in  the  field  Democrac}-  always 
wins  his  support.  He  has  been  a member  of 
local  conventions  C)f  his  party  and  has  been 
chosen  at  limes  to  fill  the  po.sition  of  a trustee 
on  his  school  board  and  wa.s  al.so  deputy  sheriff 
in  Jack  county.  He  is  a Alissioiiary  Baptist  and 
is  held  in  high  esteem  in  the  community  where 
his  active  life  has  been  passed. 

W.  AV.  DILL.VRD,  an  agriculturist  of  AIoii- 
tague  county,  was  born  January  22,  1839,  in 
.Alabama.  He  comes  of  English  lineage,  the 
Dillard  family  having  been  descended  from 
English  ancestors  w'ho  settled  in  Warrington 
county.  Virginia,  at  an  early  epoch  in  the 
colonization  of  that  state.  The  representati\  e.s 
of  the  name  became  prominent  families  and 
large  slave  owners  there  and  were  nunibcrcd 
among  the  successful  men  of  the  Old  Dominion. 
They  had  large  property  holdings  in  Warring- 
ton Springs,  which,  however,  was  mostly  de- 
stroyed by  fire  during  the  Civil  war.  The  paternal 
grandfather  of  our  subject  si)ent  his  life 
there  and  was  a prominent  and  intluential  citi- 
zen. Some  of  the  older  representatives  of  the 
family  participated  in  the  Revolutionary  War. 
In  the  grandfather’s  household  there  were  two 
sons  and  two  daughters:  James,  who  hccaine 
a resident  of  South  Carolina;  Fannie,  SalHe. 
and  \A  illiam. 

The  last  n:uned  wa.s  horn  in  A’irginia  and 
remained  under  the  parental  roof  until  he  at- 
tained liis  majority  when  he  went  to  South 
c'arolina,  later  to  Georgia,  and  subsequently  to 
•Alabama.  \\  bile  in  South  Carolina  he  married 
Miss  Susan  Bell,  who  was  the  fourth  in  a family 
of  five  children,  the  others  being  .Adam.  James, 
Lizzie  and  Robert.  .After  his  marriage  Wil- 
liam Dillard  rcmcn  ed  to  Alahania,  then  a new 
country,  in  which  he  secured  land  and  devel- 
oped a sjilendid  farm,  rearing  his  family  there- 
on. He  became  known  as  a ])romiiienl  agricul- 
nirisl  and  sla\  e owner  and  in  connection  with 
his  fanning  pursuits  owned  and  operated  a grist 
mill-  lie  was  influential  in  all  matters  ])crtain- 
ing  to  ihe  welfare  and  upbuilding  of  his  count}' 
and  was  a man  of  unhleinislicd  character.  He 
entered  the  Confederate  arm}'  under  General 
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j-iragfj's  coinniantl,  and  while  at  Knoxville,  Ten- 
nessee, in  iS6j,  died  of  illness.  Ilis  pcditical 
support  had  been  given  to  the  old  line  Whig 
party  and  at  one  time  he  \vas  a candidate  for 
the  state  legi.slature  and  won  a large  vote,  al- 
though he  did  not  overcome  the  strong  Demo- 
cratic majority.  Ilis  wife  survived  him  and 
died  in  1870.  After  selling  the  old  homestead 
she  went  to  Qioctaw  county,  Alabama,  where 
her  remaining  days  were  passed.  Both  she  and 
her  hu.sband  affiliated  with  the  old  school  Pre.s- 
byterian  church.  In  their  family  were  eight 
children:  James,  John,  George  and  W.  VV., 

who  were  soldiers  (>f  the  Confederate  army: 
Mrs.  Elizal>eth  WTlls,  Mrs.  Sarah  Lfillard, 
.Su.san,  and  ITrs.  Jane  Gaines. 

W.  W.  Dillard  was  reared  in  Alabama  and  in 
the  common  schools  and  a select  school"  at 
'I'rov,  Mississippi,  acquired  his  education.  At 
th  e age  of  sixteen  years  he  started  out  in  life 
on  his  own  account,  being  employed  as  a farm 
hand  in  Mis.sissippi.  He  was  also  overseer  at  one 
time  and  thus  continued  until  18(11.  He  then 
enlisted  in  the  Confederate  army  as  a member 
of  Company  I,  Thirteenth  Mississi[)pi  Infantry, 
under  Colonel  Barsto,  McClaus’  Division  and 
Longstreet's  Corps.  The  regiment  was  as- 
signed to  the  -Army  of  Virginia  and  did  much 
skirmishing  in  the  Old  Dominion.  In  the  first 
3'ear  Mr.  Dillard  participated  in  the  battle  of 
Alanassas  and  of  Ball's  Bluff,  after  which  the 
regiment  was  re-organized.  He  Gontinued  with 
that  command  in  Company  G and  did  service 
in  Virginia,  taking  part  in  the  seven  daj's’  battle 
before  Richmond  and  in  other  hotlj"  contested 
engagements.  General  Griffith  was  killed  and 
W.  Barksdale  was  promoted  to  the  command  of 
the  brigade,  in  which  he  continued  until  he  lost 
his  life  on  the  fidil  at  Gettysburg.  At  the 
battle  of  Sharp.shurg  Mr.  Dillard  su.-itained 
four  wounds,  his  right  hand  being  shattered  l)y 
a canister  shot  which  crippled  him  for  life.  In 
the  same  fight  a minie  hall  struck  him  on  the 
right  .side  of  the  head  and  <lazed  him,  wffiile 
another  bullet  cut  his  upper  lip.  He  was  then 
sent  to  the  hospital  at  Richmond  and  as  soon  as 
able  returned  home  on  a furlough.  The  follow- 
ing spring  he  rejoined  his  command  at  Fred- 
erick City,  but  s<M)n  afterward  received  an 
honorable  discharge  on  account  of  disabilitv  oc- 
casioned by  his  injured  hand  and  other  wounds. 
This  was  in  38t>3. 

Mr.  Dillard  then  returned  home  and  resumed 
farming,  but  in  the  spring  of  1801  assisted  in 
raising  a companj-  of  cavalry  as  Home  Guards. 
He  was  chosen  lieutenant  and  thus  acted  for  a 
short  period.  Following  the  close  of  the  war 


he  Continued  farming  on  the  old  homestead 
until  ISf.'i,  vt  hen  he  came  to  Texas.  After  pros- 
pecting at  mam  places  he  located  in  Montague 
county  in  1874  and  for  two  years  rented  farms 
after  which  he  settled  on  vacant  land  and  made 
some  improvements.  Fix  years  later  he  Itought 
one  share  of  a tract  .,i  tw'clvc  hundred  and 
eightv’' acres,  the  properlt'  l)eingow  tied  by  some 
heirs.  Mr.  Dillard  secured  one  hundred  and 
scveiity-one  acres  and  later  added  to  his  first 
purchase  until  he  had  five  hundred  and  seventj-- 
two  acres  of  vcr>-  fertile  and  prtidtictive  land. 
He  has  since  sold  one  humlre<l  am!  eleven 
acres,  hut  retain.s  jtosscssion  of  the  remainder, 
all  of  which  is  under  fence  and  is  well  im- 
pretved.  There  is  good  pasture  and  highlj' 
cultivated  fields  and  all  of  the  eqtiipitients  lia\'e 
been  placed  on  the  farm  by  ]\ir.  Dillard,  in- 
cluding his  commodious  residence,  which  is  a 
well-built  structure  lastefullv^  furnished.  There 
are  also  good  barns,  cribs  and  .sheds  on  the 
filace,  a wiiidpump  and  the  latest  iiiqtroved 
farm  machinery.  An  orchard  3'ields  its  fruits 
in  season,  and  in  fact  there  is  no  equipment  of 
a model  farm  that  is  lacking.  He  has  telephone 
conueclittu  with  the  surrotinditig  business 
centers  and  his  home  stands  upon  a natural 
building  site,  in  the  midst  of  a beautiful  grove 
of  natural  forest  trees.  In  his  farming  cqtera- 
lions  he  has  been  quite  successful  and  has 
raised  good  crops,  al\va3's  having  corn  enough 
for  use  upon  the  farm  and  some  to  sell,  raising 
as  high  as  eight3'-thrcc  bushels  to  the  acre.  lie 
has  had  some  light  crops,  but  no  failures  and 
cotton  has  alwav's  brought  a good  return.  In 
the  earH'  da3's  he  raised  as  high  as  twenty- 
three  bushels  of  wheat  to  the  acre  and  sixt3^ 
bushels  of  oats. 

On  .November  2,5,  18(!0,  lilr.  Dillard  was  mar- 
.ried  to  Miss  Nancy  Owen,  who  was  liorn  in 
Macon  count3q  Alabama,  on  October  1,  1839, 
and  who  has  been  to  him  a faithful  companion, 
able  assistant,  and  wise  counselor  on  the 
journc3'  of  life,  bravcl3'  sharing  with  him  in 
all  the  hardshijjs  and  privations  incident  to 
settling  on  a frontier.  She  is  a daughter  of  V il- 
liam  Owen,  of  South  Carolina,  who  became  an 
early  settler  of  Alabama,  and  there  followed 
the  tanner’s  trade,  .\fter  his  de.'ith  his  wife 
removed  to  Choctaw  count3’,  .Maliaina,  where 
she  jiassed  away.  Both  were  menihcrs  of  the 
Baptist  church.  The3‘  had  seven  children, 
Christopher,  Thomas.  Isaac,  Eliza.  3Iar3',  Sarah 
and  NallC5^ 

Mr.  and  I(Irs.  Dillard  have  an  interesting 
famih'  of  four  children:  \\  illie,  the  wife  of  J. 
D.  Dunn  ; John  J.,  a prominent  attorne3"  at  law 
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nt  LulilxH-k,  Tex;i,-.,  al.so  a real  estate  dealer  and 
editor  of  a paper;  Robert  J.,  tvho  is  a graduate 
of  I,ee  L'niversitx  and  a practicing  attornev  at 
Eiiwie.  1 exas;  and  Susanna,  at  lionie.  A friend 
of  education  Air.  Dillard  lia>  given  his  children 
excellent  advantagc,-<  in  that  direction  and  his 
two  sons  are  prominent  attornev  s,  the  younge.^t 
being  a college  graduate. 

In  his  business  carter  Air.  Dillard  has  pros- 
pered, and  viewed  in  a personal  light  he  is  a 
strong  man,  .-trong  in  his  succe.s.s  and  strong 
in  his  honor  and  good  name.  lli.s  possessions 
have  been  aceptired  cntirelv  through  his  Ovvn 
ctTorts,  When  he  came  to  the  county  little  farm- 
ing had  been  <lone  anil  many  doubted  whether 
the  soil  vva.-  fertile  enough  to  produce  good 
crops,  but  Air.  Dillaid  and  others  soon  demon- 
-trated  the  fiossiliilities  of  Te.xa.s  land  in  this 
direction,  and  he  has  developed  an  e.xcellent 
pniperty  and  is  now  one  of  the  substantial  citi- 
zen.' of  the  eonimnnity.  He  and  hi.s  wife  attend 
the  Alis.'ionary  I’.aptist  church  and  are  inter- 
c'ted  in  all  matters  of  public  jirogress  and  irn- 
]>rovetnent.  Air.  Dillard  giving  heljiful  eo-op- 
eraiion  to  rnanv  movements  which  liave  been 
of  <lireet  bem  tit  to  the  county. 

J.AAIKS  C.  DA  ER.  One  of  the  popular  of- 
ficials who  has  served  Clay  conntv  and  one 
whose  civil  and  olificial  standing  is  based  on  in- 
dividual word  and  deed  i.s  the  gentleman  w hose 
liistorv  is  hereto  aiipended  and  whose  name  in- 
troduces this  personal  record. 

born  in  Miller  conntv,  Ali.ssouri,  fanuary  ii'i, 
iX|2,  a scm  of  Ohed  1).  and  Caroline  (Ca.stle- 
inan)  I >\ er,  pioneers  to  Ali.ssOuri  frc>m  Tennes- 
see, lames  C.  Dver  rejirescnts  a sturdy  Ameri- 
can citizenship  that  ha.s  always  siCHvd  ujxin  its 
convictions  and  has  liraved  the  storni.s  and 
borne  tile  brunt  of  battle  that  prinei|)le  and  lib- 
erl  v shoulil  be  preserved. 

( )bed  D.  Dyer  was  born  at  Dv-ersbiirg.  Vir- 
ginia. in  ilSoo,  emigrated  from  there  to  Alillcr 
conntv.  Alissonri.  in  i8_ps,  and  died  in  .April, 
i8b.8.  In  earlv  life  he  was  a carpenter  but  en- 
gaged in  mercanlilt  pursuits  later  and  condnet- 
I'd  a sti'ire  at  Iberia,  Alis.souri,  some  fifteen 
years.  .He  vvas  widclv  known,  had  political  as 
well  as  other  convictions  and  took  some  part 
in  coimtv  p,oliiics.  He  was  a son  of  Elijah  Dyer, 
v.lio  died  111  AiiHvr  ctninty,  AH.ssonri,  in  .i8_50.  at 
-aboiu  si.vtiuy  vears  old.  rite  latter  was  also 
a \ u'guiiaii  and  a slave  owner  and  married  an 
Irish  ladv,  .Vniia  I fearing,  w ho  bore  him  five 
sous  ami  a ilanghler,  viz.:  Ohed  D..  Hamon. 
John,  Lewis  and  William.  Sarah,  the  daugh- 
ter, married  James  Bowlin. 


Xancy  and  Abraham  Ca.sLleman,  of  Tennes- 
see, were  the  parents  of  our  subject’.s  mother, 
and  since  her  husband’s  death  Airs.  Dyer  has 
made  her  home  with  her  oldest  child,  the  sub- 
ject of  this  notice.  Her  other  children  were: 
Eliza,  wife  of  Thomas  Elsey,  of  Ozark,  Ar- 
kansas; John  L.,  of  Fort  Worth,  Te-xa.s; 
.Abram,  of  Duncan,  Indian  Territorv  ; Kate, 
wife  of  I,  AV.  Hathhorn,  id  Farmersville, 
Te.xas  ; W.  IL,  of  Duncan,  Indian  Territorv , and 
David  W;  of  Beannionl,  Texas. 

James  C.  Efycr  acquired  a fair  education  and 
provided  for  and  made  it  possible  for  his  young- 
er brothers  and  si.sters  to  attend  school.  After 
his  father’s  death  he  became  the  actual,  or  prac- 
tical, head  of  the  family  and  remained  so  until 
his  marriage  some  years  after  the  war. 

In  iS6i  he  enlisted  in  Company  K,  Tenth 
Alissonri  Infantry,  Captain  Brockman  and  Col- 
onel Aloore.  The  regiment  was  ordered  into 
southwest  Alissonri,  where  it  fought  in  the 
battle  of  Springfield,  Pea  Ridge  and  was  also 
in  the  fighting  around  Fort  Smith  and  Little 
Rock,  Arkansas;  was  at  ATansfield,  Pleasant 
Hill,  Yellow  Bayou  and  Jenkins  Ferry.  At 
Plea.sant  Ffili  he  received  a grape-shot  wound 
which  lo.st  him  his  left  leg.  When  his  ampu- 
tation had  healed,  instead  of  going  home  he 
took  a position  in  the  ordnance  department  of 
the  Confederate  army  at  Alarshall.  Texas,  and 
was  performing  his  vlutics  there  when  the  war 
closed. 

Returning  to  civil  life  Air.  Dyer  ran  a shingle 
mill  <<n  the  Osage  river  the  first  summer  and 
then  set  about  learning  tlie  shoemaker’s  trade 
at  St.  Thomas.  Alissonri.  After  two  vears  he 
was  able  to  do  efficient  work  and  set  iiji  his 
shoji  at  Elston,  Alissonri.  He  spent  ten  vears 
there  and  then  removed  to  Pilot  Point.  Texas, 
where  he  resided  and  ci.indueted  his  shop  and 
at  the  same  time  a shvie  store  some  three  years. 
He  then,  in  i8(.io,  came  to  Clav  county  and  en- 
gaged in  the  cobbler  and  shoe  liusiness  in  this 
eiiv.  He  jvro.sectued  his  calling  here  till  Xo- 

V ember,  uioa,  when  he  disjiosed  of  it  to  assume 
the  duties  of  countv'  treasurer  to  which  he  had 
just  been  elected. 

Afr.  Dyer  has  alv.ays  been  a strict  adherent 
to  Democratic  princijdes  and  his  loyalty  to 
]iarty  justified  his  candidacy  for  office.  He  an- 
nouneed  himself  first  in  i<ioo  but  vvas  defeated 
for  the  nomination,  but  was  successful  two 
vears  hence.  His  iiictunbency  of  the  office  two 

V ears  attesred  his  fitnC'S  for  honestly  caring 
for  the  jiublic  funds  and  the  pev>ple  re-elected 
him  in  1904  for  another  two-year  term. 

Ill  October,  1872.  Air.  Dyer  was  united  in 
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marriage,  in  Cole  county,  Missouri,  with  Mar- 
garet Bowden,  a daughter  of  Nathaniel  Bow- 
den, a Tennes.'ieean  and  a farmer.  The  issue 
of  their  union  are;  Ella,  Ennis  W’„  Bessie, 
Perry  and  Edward,  all  with  the  i)arental  home. 

James  C.  Dyer  is  one  of  the  old-style  south- 
ern gentleman.  He  is  plain  of  manner  and 
speech,  pleasant  and  affable  and  approachable 
and  agreeable  to  the  humblest  citizen.  He  is 
a type  of  genuine  manhood  who.se  personal 
worth  has  been  acknowledged  and  honored  in 
a public  way. 

^ GEORGE  \V.  STRAIN.  The  locality  of 
Sand  Flat,  in  the  west  side  of  Wise  county, 
received,  among  its  early  settlers.  William  J. 
Strain,  father  of  the  subject  of  this  notice,  who 
emigrated  hither  from  C.ass  county.  Iowa;  in 
1878.  With  the  exception  of  a few  years 
passed  in  Chautauqua  county,  Kansas,  where 
he  died  in  1882,  the  family  have  re.sided  in,  and 
been  modest  but  active  promoters  of  the  in- 
ternal improvement  of.  the  count}  and  .several 
of  its  members  are  still  represented  here. 

George  W".  Strain  was  born  in  Cass  county. 
Iowa,  May  19,  1866.  His  father  .settled  there 
at  an  early'  date  from  near  Cincinnati,  Ohio, 
where  his  birth  occurred  in  1817.  The  latter 
was  a son  of  Samuel  Strain,  a farmer  who  was 
three  times  married  and  reared  a family  by 
each  w'ife  and  who  passed  away  where  he  spent 
his  active  life. 

William  J.  Strain  married  IMargaret  A. 
Smith,  who  w'as  j)errnitted  to  w'atch  over  and 
guide  her  family  until  ifg)i,  when  she  passed 
away  on  her  Sand  Flat  farm  at  the  age  of  fifty'- 
nine  years.  The  issue  of  their  union  were: 
George  W.,  of  this  review;  Mary^  E.  and  .Sarah, 
twins,  the  former -the  wife  of  James  Donohoo, 
of  Roger  Mills  county,  Oklahoma,  and  the  lat- 
ter married  George  Alorrow  and  died  in  ^Vise 
county;  Cy'rus  B..  of  Sand  Flat;  Ada  E.,  wife 
of  John  Johns;  and  .Alma,  wife  ('f  John  W.  Bra- 
zier, of  Wise  county. 

In  tlie  Sand  b'lai  neighborhood  of  Wi.se 
county'  George  W,  Strain  grew'  up  and  was  edu- 
cated limitedly  in  the  country'  schools.  In  De- 
cember, 1887.  he  married  Catherine,  a daughter 
of  C.  Bock,  a resident  farmer  of  Wise  county 
and  originally'  from  Texas  county,  Missouri. 
For  a time  after  his  marriage  Mr.  Strain  lived 
on  a rented  farm  in  his  home  neighborhood 
and  when  he  ventured  to  buy  laml  it  was  near 
Crafton,  in  Jack  county',  w'here  he  spent  four 
years.  On  selling  out,  and  after  a brief  stop 
on  an  in.spection  of  the  Indian  Territory  conn- 


try'.  he  settled  on  the  Chicc)  and  Crafton  road, 
three  miles  west  of  tlie  former  place,  w'here  lie 
purchased  one  hundred  and  thirty'-fivc  acres 
on  the  Comstock  survey.  For  four  years  he 
has  been  occupied  w'ith  the  improvement  and 
cultivation  of  his  farm,  rebuilding  his  residence 
after  having  it  torn  away  Iw  a cyclone  in  10)04 
and  adding  other  and  new  buildings  as  more 
accommodations  are  needed  for  housing  the 
products  of  his  farm: 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Strain's  family  consists  of  tlic 
children:  Earnest.  Jes.se.  Edna,  Raymond  and 
Joseph.  Air.  Strain  is  a Republican  in  [loliiic.s 
but  is  passive  ami  without  political  ambition. 

J.  F.  CL.AYTON.  There  is  no  reading  that 
furnishes  greater  incentive  and  inspiration  than 
biography'.  The  simple  presentation  w'ithout 
any  attempt  at  ornament  of  the  life  record  of 
some  men  fi.xes  the  attention,  arouses  the  inter- 
est and  in.stills  the  lesson  that  is  never  for- 
, gotten.  The  greatest  thinkers  of  the  age  have 
acknowledged  this  fact  and  the  biography  of 
many  men  have  inspired  other.s  to  deeds  of  her- 
oism and  iioiior  or  imbued  tiiem  with  the  de- 
sire to  achieve  success  ilirough  persistency  of 
purpose  and  laudable  ambition.  There  is  in 
thi.s  volume  no  life  history  mcirc  worthy  of  pi'es- 
entation  than  that  of  J.  F.  Clayton,  who  as  a 
pioneer  settler  has  aided  materially  in  the  de- 
velopment of  this  part  of  the  state  and  as  a 
citizen  has  been  loyal  to  the  public  good,  w'hile 
in  all  his  relations  with  his  fellow-men  he  has 
won  the  esteem  arul  confidence  of  those  with 
w'hom  he  has  been  associated. 

The  Claytons  of  America  came  originally 
from  England,  the  ])rogenitor  of  the  family 
in  this  country  settling  in  We.st  Virginia  at 
an  early  date.  His  name  is  forgotten  but  the 
old  log  cabin  which  he  built  Avheii  he  fust  estab- 
lished his  home  iu  We.st  A'irginia  was  still 
standing  there  some  tw'enty'  y'cars  agf).  a mute 
w'itness  of  many  changes  that  had  been 
wrought  with  the  passing  vears.  (.)ne  of  his 
sons  was  John  Clayton,  who  was  l<oni  in  ^\  est 
\ irginia,  vviiere  a rinmher  of  his  dc'-ceudants 
are  still  living.  John  Clavton  roared  a family' 
of  eight  children,  three  sons  and  five  dangli- 
ter.s.  He  was  a fanner,  active  in  his  bu.sine.ss 
affairs,  and  he  also  took  considerable  interest 
in  the  [.niblic  welfare,  .supporting  all  nieasnre.s 
that  i)c  believed  would  advance  the  general  prog- 
ress and  iniprovemeiit.  In  politics  he  was  a 
Democrat  and  before  the  separation  of  his  state 
from  the  Old  Dominion  he  represented  his  dis- 
trict in  the  \ irginia  legislature.  His  children 
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litni  u ;i>  acquire<l  in  llic  common  schools  of 
his  native  state  and  at  the  age  of  eigliteen 
years  lie  began  the  stiuly  of  medicine,  reading 
at  flight  ami  at  sneh  leisure  times  as  his  labors 
on  the  home  farm  afforded.  After  about  two 
years  of  this  desultory  reading  he  went  to 
Xashville  and  attended  a course  of  medical 
lectures  at  the  medical  department  of  the  l*ih- 
\er.sity  of  Xashville.  This  was  in  the  session  of 
1872  an<l  73.  At  the  elc>sc  of  the  schocjl  year  he 
resumed  work  upon  the  farm  and  thereby  ac- 
quired a strong  physical  <levelopinent  resulting 
in  vigorous  health.  He  next  entered  the  medi- 
cal dejiartnient  of  the  L’ni versitt'  of  Louist  ille. 
w here  he  pursued  his  second  course  of  lecture.s 
and  was  graduated  from  that  institutiem  in  the 
spring  of  1874.  Dr.  Crileman  may  have  been 
influenced  in  his  choice  of  a profession  by  her- 
editary training  and  environment,  for  he  de- 
scended from  a line  of  ancestry  among  whom 
were  leading  physicans,  iMost  of  his  relatives 
were  |)hysicians  both  in  the  lineal  and  collat- 
eral lines  and  some  of  them  attained  distinction 
in  the  ]>rofession,  notably  the  Yandells  of 
Eouisv  ille.  who  are  his  cousins. 

,\fter  obtaining  his  diploma  Dr.  Coleman 
located  at  his  old  home  in  Rutherford  cmmtyq 
rennessec,  and  took  up  the  work  as  his  father 
had  left  it.  There  he  practiced  \intil  1883,  when 
becoming  imbued  with  the  desire  to  make 
Texas  his  home  lie  settled  in  Colorado,  then 
a far  western  city,  in  the  meantime  he  had 
lo.st  his  young  wife,  whom  he  m.arricd  in  1876, 
two  years  after  his  graduation.  She  bore  the 
maiden  name  of  llettv  .Mitchell  and  died  in  1882. 
.She  heeame  the  mother  of  two  children,  Mary 
Enid,  and  Walter  Addi.son.  After  settling  in  his 
new  home  and  ifctcrmining  to  make  it  a perma- 
nent location.  Dr.  Coleman  w as  ag;iin  married,  in 
\pnl,  1885.  Ills  second  union  being  with  Miss 
l.iicv  H;un  ed  Tiler.  Texas.  To  them  have  been 
born  three  children.  Stephen  Reaves,  Eleanor 
I'icston.  and  r.ucv  iMihlred. 

Xcit  long  after  taking  np  his  abode  in  Col- 
oradci  [Ir.  CMleman  joined  the  county  medical 
''Ocieiy  and  on  entering  upon  practice  he  had 
also  joined  the  Tennessee  State  jMedical  As- 
sv.enuion,  never  missing-  a meeting  <luring  his 
entire  residence  in  'Tennessee  when  it  was  pos- 
sible for  him  to  jireseiit.  He  has  made  a simi- 
lar record  in  C' ■imcclion  w ith  the  Texas  .State 
Medical  .Xssociation.  manifesting  a zeal  and 
devotion  t‘0  its  work  equaled  hy  few.  He 
joined  this  orgninization  in  April.  1885.  and  has 
artendeil  each  aminal  meeting  to  the  pre.«cnt 
time,  having  t<i  travel  several  hundred  miles  in 
order  to  do  this,  especially  when  the  meetings 


were  held  in  Hou.stoii  or  Galveston.  IMoreover 
he  has  shown  unswerving  devotion  to  the  inter- 
ests and  welfare  of  the  association,  working 
in  the  various  capacities  to  which  he  has  been 
assigned.  He  has  been  chairman  of  different 
sessions  and  has  served  on  various  committees 
and  for  four  years  was  on  the  judicial  council 
during  the  stormiest  period  in  the  existence  of 
the  association.  He  has  indeed  fairly  won  the 
honors  bestowed  upon  him  by  an  admiring 
and  apjireciativc  constituency  and  he  has  con- 
tributed valuable  jiapers  to  several  of  the  de- 
partments, all  of  which  have  been  published 
in  the  transactions  of  the  association  and  a 
riumher  of  them  have  been  reproduced  in  the 
'Texas  IMedical  Journal,  Xew  York  Medical 
Record  and  other  leading  medical  journals.  In 
1892  Dr.  Coleman  was  elected  first  vice  presi- 
dent cif  the  Texas  State  ^Medical  Association, 
and  in  1895  was  elected  president,  and  has 
served  as  a delegate  to  the  American  Medical 
Association,  of  which  body^  he  is  an  active 
member.  Tn  meeting  .with  his  ]>roiessional 
brethren  he  has  constantly  broadened  his 
knowledge  and  promoted  his  efficiency  and  his 
labors  in  his  profession  have  been  most  effect- 
ive in  checking  the  ravages  of  tlisea.se  and  re- 
storing health. 

Since  1896  Dr.  Coleman  has  been  engaged 
in  the  cattle  industry.  His  ranch  on  the  Col- 
orado river  in  the  northwe.stern  part  of  Mitch- 
ell county  contains  twenty-two  sections,  on 
which  he  has  one  of  the  best  herds  of  short- 
horn and  fferefords  cattle  in  IMitchell  coun- 
ty. This  he  .--upervises  in  addition  to  carefully' 
attemling  to  the  duties  of  his  profession.  He 
is  a most  conscientious  physician  and  in  addi- 
tion to  caring  for  a large  private  practice  he 
has  been  chief  examiner  for  the  New  York- 
Mutual,  Equitable,  Xcw  York  Life  and  many' 
other  leading  insurance  companies  for  twenty 
years.  He  is  today  the  oldest  physician  living 
in  IVIilchell  county  and  his  reputation  for  skill 
in  the  jiractice  of  medicine  and  surgery  extends 
for  many  miles  around. 

Dr.  t.'ol email  has  for  many  years  been  a de- 
voted member  of  the  Presbyterian  church  and 
was  made  an  elder  in  the  Southern  Presby- 
terian church  as  the  successor  of  his  father  at 
the  latter’s  tlcath.  His  life  has  indeed  been  one 
of  great  u.sefnlness  and  untiring  activity.  He 
is  numbered  among  the  self-made  men  of  W^est- 
ern  'Te.xas,  for  he  started  out  without  pecun- 
iary assistance,  possessing,  however,  strong 
determination  and  laiulable  ambition  to  achieve 
,-uccess  in  the  world.  W hen  he  came  to  'Texas 
he  barch'  had  money'  enough  to  pay  the  ex- 
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pcnses  of  Liie  trip  and  it  was  after  reaching' 
Colorado  that  he  laid  the  foundation  for  his 
present  prosperity.  Throughout  the  perio'd  of 
his  long  residence  in  this  section  of  the  state 
he  has  responded  to  every  call  for  the  allevia- 
tion of  human  suffering,  posscssing-a  huinani- 
tarian  spirit  that  has  prompted  him  to  give 
able  service  even  when  he  knew  that  no  pecun- 
iary reward  might  be  won.  He  is  a man  of 
pleasant  address  and  genial  disposition  and 
during  the  years  of  his  residence  in  Texas  has 
done  much  to  promote  the  interests  of  -the 
state  and  to  raise  high  the  standard  of  prufc,s- 
sional  excellence. 

REV”.  EM.A^Nl’EL  DUBBS,  minister  of  the 
Christian  church,  rancher,  ex-judge,  old  Indian 
fighter,  has  known  and  been  closely  identified 
with  the  Panhandle  country  for  perhaps  as  long 
a period  as  any  other  living  man,  and  it  has 
been  his  lot  to  witness  the  widely  different 
phases  of  life  wdiich  have  successively  passed 
over  this  country'  during  the  past  quarter  of  a 
century' — having  been  here  w'hen  the  ground 
trembled  under  tlie  rush  of  the  immen.se  buffalo 
herds  and  when  the  roving  red  race  scourged 
the  prairies : he  participated  in  the  planting  of 
the  first  w’hite  settlements  and  beheld  the  vast 
stretches  of  grassy  plain  when  cattle  ranging 
w'as  the  only  industry  considered  profitable  or 
pos.sible : and  then  of  more  recent  y'ears  he  has 
seen  the  prairie  sod  turned  over  by  the  plow', 
the  advent  of  agricultural  communities,  and  the 
Panhandle  taking  its  place  as  a settled  and 
widely  diversified  industrial  region.  Such  a 
representativ'C  of  Northwest  Texas  history  this 
work  could  by  no  means  pass  over,  for  he  is 
part  and  parcel  of  the  changing  past  which  has 
made  possible  the  progressive  and  prosperous 
present. 

His  life  history  begins  at  Canton,  Stark  county, 
Ohio,  where  he  was  born  March  21,  1843,  a son 
of  Daniel  and  Fdizabeth  (JMeckley')  Dubbs, 
both  natives  of  1 Ynnsylvania  and  of  i'emrsyl- 
vania  Dutch  ancestry.  His  father,  a life-long 
farmer,  lived  in  Stark  county.  Ohio,  until  after 
the  war,  when,  his  two  sons  having  moved  to 
Elkhart  county.  Indiana,  he  and  his  wife  also 
took  up  their  abode  in  that  county',  w here  tbev 
spent  the  re.st  of  their  y'ears. 

In  1861,  being  then  a vigorous  youth  of 
eighteen.  Rev.  ]\lr.  Dubbs  enlisted  at  Canton. 
Ohio,  in  Company'  I.  First  Ohio  Infantry,  and 
for  three  years  was  in  constant  service  in  the 
Army'  of  the  Cumberland,  being  in  Kentucky', 
Tennessee,  Georgia  and  other  parts  of  the 
south.  He  then  returned  home,  and  during  the 


last  year  of  the  war  belonged  to  Hancock's 
VTieran  t.'orps,  composed  of  about  twenty' 
thousand  veteran  soldiers,  who  saw  scrv'icc 
mostly  in  West  V'irgtnia  and  \rirginia.  I Ic  wa.s 
in  the  army  altogether  fetr  four  yearN.  .After  the 
warhe  came  w'ith  his  brother  to  Elkhart  c<)u:ity, 
where  he  was  in  the  lumber  business  fi>r  five 
y'cars,  after  which  he  moved  still  furthci  west 
au<l  began  liis  “rougliing  it  " experiences  whicli 
made  him  an  adept  in' all  departments  of  west- 
ern life.  For  a short  time  he  was  locatcii  at 
J’aola.  Kansas,  and  then  went  to  work  in  the 
eoiistruction  department  of  the  Santa  Fc  Rail- 
road, which  was  then  building  through  south 
we.stcrn  Kaii.sas.  This  brought  him.  in  1871,  to 
the  note<l  frontier  town  iif  Dodge  City,  in  which 
place  he  helped  build  the  first  hcmsc.  and 
lirought  his  family'  there.  Dodge  City  was 
then  starting  on  its  career  as  the  roughest  fron- 
tier town  of  the  I.liited  .State.s.  During  the  first 
y'ears  of  his  residence  there  vast  herds  of  buffalo 
roamed  over  the  prairie,  and  after  a short  time 
Air.  Duhb.s  made  a bti.siuess  of  killing  the 
buffalo  for  their  meat  and  Iiides.  "With  his  as- 
sociates he  establi.shed  buffalo  camps,  and 
carried  on  an  e.xtensive  industry  in  curing  buf- 
falo meat  and  shipjiing  it  to  the  market.  In 
1871  he  took  part  in  the  Indian  w ar,  as  a scout 
assisting  the  federal  troops  under  General  Aliles 
to  jmt  down  the  ujirising  of  the  Cheyennes. 
After  this  Indian  fighting  he  moveil  soutliward 
from  Kansas  and  established  buffalo  camps  in 
w'hat  was  then  “No  Man's  Land,”  now  Beaver 
county,  Ctklahoma,  his  headquarters  being  on 
the  Cimarron  river  where  he  spent  the  winter 
of  ISTl-TT). 

In  the  latter  part  of  1SL'>  his  yiarty  came  still 
further  south,  into  the  Texas  l‘anhandlc,  where 
they'  continued  their  buffalo  hunting.  Their 
hcadtjuarters  were  in  what  is  now  Donley' 
county'  and  just  a mile  and  a half  northwest  of 
where  Clarendon  stands.  This  was  about  the 
earliest  permanent  settlement  in  this  part  of 
the  country.  Air.  Dubbs  had  four  separate  buf- 
falo camps,  and  he  continued  in  that  Inisiiicss 
until  the  herds  had  practically  disappeared  be- 
fore the  advent  of  the  white  man  with  his 
domestic  cattle.  Then,  going  into  Wheeler 
county',  he  helped  organize  that  county  in  tlie 
spring  of  .1878,  just  aliout  the  time  Fort  Elliott 
was  establi.shed  thcie.  He  was  elected  the  first 
county  judge  of  Wheeler  county,  and  thus  be- 
came the  first  judge  on  the  Patihandle,  there 
being  twenty-six  comities  in  this  jurisdiction, 
and  served  as  such  consecutively  for  twelve 
years.  In  1880  he  returned  to  Donley  county 
and  located  on  his  ranch  a mile  and  a half  north- 
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west  Ilf  t 'lareiidiin,  where  he  had  first  located 
on  coniiii"  tn  the  I’aiihandic  in  ISTr).  He  li\  ed 
with  Ills  faniilt  on  thi.^i  ranch  until  the  spring 
of  If'Ul.  v\hen  he  nio\  cd  into  Clarendon,  dispos- 
ing of  his  ranch  to  his  sons,  Svlvester  and 
\\  alter. 

In  18h(i.  after  a pericid  of  serious  and  diligent 
prejiaratiiiii.  Judge  I)ul>l)S  hecanie  a minister  of 
the  Christian  denotnination,  and  ever  since  that 
time  he  lias  heen  missionary  for  the  Texas 
State  I’.oard  tif  Itli.ssions,  in  charge  of  the  mis- 
sion work  of  the  Christian  church  in  the  Pan- 
handle district.  He  has  organized  a nuniher  of 
cliurches,  and  has  done  etfecti\  e work  in  estab- 
lishing his  church  in  the  sparsely  settled  coun- 
tie.s  of  the  Panhandle. 

Mr.  Dubbs  w’as  married  in  Ohio,  shortly  after 
the  war,  to  Miss  Angeline  Freed,  a native 
( diioan.  She  has  been  with  him  through  all 
his  western  life,  and  has  been  a noble  and  in- 
si>iring  assistant  to  him  in  all  the  enterprises 
which  have  so  successfully  liecn  undertaken  by 
him.  'Pheir  marriage  has  been  blessed  with 
five  manly  sons,  who  are  them.selves  energetic- 
ally taking  up  the  tasks  of  life.  Their  name.s 
are;  Clarence  E.,  Charles  W.,  f'rcderick  R., 
W illiam  1'.,  and  Syh  ester  .Sterling. 

HOX.  J.  H.  P.EALL.  The  gentleman  whose 
name  stands  at  the  head  of  this  review  is  one 
of  the  old  settlers  of  Texas,  and  is  the  senior 
member  of  the  law  firm  of  Beall  & Beall, 
prominent  at  the  bar  of  the  state.  He  is  now' 
living  at  Sweetwater,  and  in  Western  Texas 
has  a large  and  distinctively  representative  cli- 
entage connecting  him  with  much  important 
litigation  in  this  part  of  the  state.  Fie  was 
born  in  California  but  was  reared  in  Texas, 
and  thus  throughout  the  great  i>art  of  his  life 
has  been  identified  with  the  interests  of  this 
commonwealth. 

Josiah  Beall,  his  paternal  grandfather,  was  a 
native  of  ^lississippi,  who  had  two  brothers 
who  settled  in  that  state,  one  of  them.  General 
William  lieall.  being  well  known.  The  other 
brother  was  Dr.  Frederick  Beall,  who  attained 
considerable  prominence  in  his  professiem.  In 
fact  the  Beall  family  was  a leading  and  influ- 
ential one  in  Mississi[ipi.  These  three  brothers 
were  .sons  of  General  Frederick  Beall,  who. 
removing  westward  from  Maryland,  took  up 
their  aliode  in  lilississippi,  where  the  family 
name  w'as  pronounced  as  though  spelled  Bell. 

\\  .liter  L).  Beall,  son  of  Josiah  Beall,  is  now 
a valued  resident  of  Sweetwater,  Texas.  He 
wa.s  born  in  Mississippi,  and  on  leaving  that 
.'tate  accompanied  his  parents  on  their  removal 


to  iMissouri,  where  he  was  married  to  Miss 
Sarah  Watson,  a daughter  of  Judge  Watson, 
of  Jack.son  county,  Missouri.  In  the  year  1853 
he  came  to  Texas,  settling  in  Denton  county, 
where  he  was  engaged  in  the  stock  business 
and  farming.  He  afterward  located  in  Tar- 
rant county,  near  .Arlington,  but  because  of  his 
wife’s  failing  health  made  an  overland  trip 
to  California  in  1856,  remaining  on  the  Pacific 
coast  until  the  inauguration  of  the  Civil  war. 
Learning  that  Texas  had  voted  for  secession 
and  had  joined  the  .southern  Cotifederac}',  he 
clo.scd  out  his  various  business  interests  in  Cali- 
fornia and  returned  to  tlie  Lone  Star  state,  where 
he  offered  his  services  to  the  cause  of  the  south, 
remaining  a soldier  for  four  years  or  until  the 
close  of  the  war.  He  w-as  during  a greater 
part  of  his  military  service  a member  of  Com- 
pany K,  Seventh  Regiment  of  Texas  Cavalry, 
and  while  with  the  army  rose  from  the  ranks 
to  the  grade  of  captain,  at  one  time  having 
charge  of  the  commissary  department  of  his 
regiment  in  the  field.  Following  the  clo.se  of 
hostilities  and  his  return  he  continued  his  resi- 
dence in  Tarrant  count}’  until  i88i,  when  the 
family  removed  to  the  west  part  of  the  state, 
settling  in  Nolan  county,  where  they  have 
since  resided.  The  mother  of  this  family,  Airs. 
Sarah  Beall,  died  in  Nolan  county  in  1887, 
when  fifty-four  years  of  age.  By  her  marriage 
she  had  two  sons  and  a daughter:  J.  IF,  of  this 
review;  W.  W.  Beall,  who  is  living  in  Sweet- 
water, and  Katie,  now  the  wife  of  E.  L.  Col- 
lins. of  Becos,  Texas. 

lames  Henry  Beall,  whose  name  introduces 
this  rc\icvv.  was  horn  in  Los  Angeles  county, 
California,  on  the  i8th  of  June,  1S58,  while 
liis  parents  were  residing  tempiorarily  in  that 
state.  He  was  two  and  a half  years  of  age 
when  the  family  returned  to  Texas,  and  his 
youth  was  largely  passed  in  Tarrant  county. 
He  lived  upon  his  father’s  farm  and  had  the 
usual  experiences  of  the  farmer  boy.  giving 
considerable  time  to  the  mastery  of  the 
branches  of  learning  taught  in  the  schools  of 
the  neighborhood.  He  also  attended  a board- 
ing school  for  a time,  taking  up  the  higher 
hranclies  of  study  and  although  he  did  not  have 
the  pri^•ilegc  of  pursuing  a collegiate  course, 
he  secured  a fair  education,  and  hy  reading, 
research  and  inve.stigalion  has  continually 
broadened  his  knoyviedge  as  the  years  have 
gone  by.  hen  he  arrived  at  the  age  of 
iwciity-two  years  he  was  married  and  came  to 
Nolan  county,  reaching  this  locality  in  the 
spring  of  i&Si.  It  was  in  December.  i88o, 
tliat  he  wedded  Mi.ss  Josic  Crisman,  of  Dallas, 
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the  Crisinan  family  having  come  from  Alabama 
to  Texas. 

Mr.  Beall  found  Sweetwater  but  an  embryo 
city,  it  having  recently  been  estabh'shed,  so  that 
its  life  was  in  its  youngest  stages.  In  the 
fall  of  1881  he  acce])ted  a position  in  a mer- 
cantile house,  where  he  remained  for  three 
years  and  during  that  period  he  devoted  his  leis- 
ure hours  to  the  study  of  law.  For  three  or 
four  years  he  continued  In’s  reading  of  the 
principal  text-books  on  law,  acquiring  consid- 
erable knowdedge  of  the  principles  of  juris- 
prudence. In  the  fall  of  1882  he  was  elected 
tax  assessor  for  Nolan  and  Fisher  counties, 
for  the  latter,  being  unorganized,  was  attached 
to  the  fonner  for  judicial  purposes.  In  the  fall 
of  1884  he  was  again  elected  to  that  office  and 
in  1886  he  w'as  admitted  to  the  bar  and  entered 
upon  what  has  been  his  real  life  work — -the 
active  practice  of  law.  He  was  not  long  in  gain- 
ing a good  clientage,  for  he  soon  demonstratetl 
his  ability  to  successfully  cope  with  the  intri- 
cate problems  that  continually  confront  the 
practitioner  in  the  courts.  In  1892  he  was 
elected  county  judge  of  Nolan  county  and  held 
the  office  for  one  term,  while  in  1894  he  was 
chosen  to  represent  what  was  then  the  one 
hundred  and  sixth  district  of  Te.xas  in  the  state 
legislature,  where  he  served  for  one  term,  when 
he  refused  to  accept  a second  nomination. 
From  that  time  until  1902  he  was  out  of  politics 
and  gave  unremitting  attention  to  his  law  prac- 
tice, his  devotion  to  his  clients’  interests  being 
proverbial.  In  the  year  mentioned,  however, 
he  became  candidate  for  district  judge  of  the 
thirty-second  district  but  was  defeated  by 
James  L.  Shephard,  the  present  incumbent,  by 
a majority  of  one  hundred  and  forty-seven. 

In  January,  1896,  the  law  firm  of  Beall  & 
Beall  was  organized,  his  brother,  W.  W.  Beall, 
becoming  his  7>artner.  This  is  considered  one 
of  the  strongest  law  firms  in  Western  Texas, 
for  they  now  have  a growing  practice,  re- 
ceiving an  extensive  amount  of  legal  business 
from  Sw'eetwater  and  the  immediate  district. 
Judge  Beall  is  strong  in  the  argument  of  a ca.se 
and  prepares  his  cases  with  great  care  and 
thoroughness,  measuring  the  points  of  evidence 
wdth  almost  military  precision,  so  that  each  is 
given  its  due  prominence,  nor  does  he  ever 
lose  sight  of  the  important  |)oint  upon  which 
the  decision  depends.  The  law  firm  of  Beall 
& Beall  is  one  of  the  best  in  Western  Texas. 
Judge  Beall  devotes  his  attention  principally 
to  civil  law  but  has  conqirehensive  knowledge 
of  various  branches  of  the  legal  profession. 

Judge  Beall  has  been  twice  married.  His 


first  wife  died  in  1894  leaving  a son  and  two 
daughters.  Genoa.  Florence  and  Herbert.  On 
the  31st  of  October,  1895,  Judge  Beall  wedded 
Miss  Jennie  George,  of  Sweetwater,  a daugh- 
ter of  J.  C.  George,  one  of  the  old  citizens  of 
this  section  of  the  state.  They  have  four  chil- 
dren, James.  Dent,  Aline,  and  Bessie.  Judge 
Beall  is  a member  of  the  Woodmen  camp  and 
the  Knights  of  I’ythias,  Odd  Fellows  ami  Ma- 
sonic lodges,  and  in  the  last  mentiemed  has  at- 
tained the  Royal  Arch  degree.  He  is  also  a 
member  of  the  Cumberland  Presbyterian 
church,  with  which  he  has  been  identified  for 
thirty-four  years  and  for  the  past  tw’eiity-five 
3'ears  has  served  as  one  of  its  elders.  He  is 
honored  and  respected  in  every  class  of  so- 
ciety because  of  his  strong  mental  emlow- 
ments,  his  high  attainments  in  his  profession 
and  his  genuine  personal  worth. 

OSCAR  H.  BAE’M,  president  of  the  Troj' 
Steam  Laundry  Company,  and  president  of  the 
Lotion  Overall  Companj'  at  El  Pa.so,  was  born 
at  F’almyra,  Marion  county,  Missouri,  January' 
28.  1863,  and  acquired  his  education  in  that  lo- 
cality. \Mien  a young  boy  he  worke<l  in  tlie 
printing  office  of  the  Hannibal  Courier,  where 
he  learned  tyj>eselting.  and  before  he  had  at- 
tained his  majority'  he  started  for  the  west, 
making  his  way  to  Texas.  He  was  in  El  Paso 
as  early  as  1881,  ami  for  some  years  he  was 
connected  with  railroading,  being  a conductor 
on  the  Texas  & Pacific,  Rock  Island  and  ^lexi- 
cal! Central  Railroads,  with  headquarters  at 
El  Paso.  As  the  years  passed  he  gradually 
acquired  business  and  real-estate  interests  in 
this  city,  making  judicious  investments,  ami  in 
the  course  of  time  he  discontinued  railroading 
in  order  to  devote  all  of  his  attention  to  busi- 
ness affairs  in  the  city.  One  of  his  main  busi- 
ness enterjiriscs  is  the  Troy  Steam  I.aundrv 
Company,  which  he  organized  in  1898  and  of 
which  he  is  the  president.  He  is  likewise  presi- 
dent of  the  I'nion  (Jverall  Companv,  manufac- 
turers C)f  overalls,  treasurer  of  the  E.  B.  Welch 
Comj)any,  w'holesale  and  retail  dealers  in  furni- 
ture, and  one  of  the  ovvner.s  of  .Mtura  Park, 
a beautiful  subdivision  of  El  Paso,  where 
much  building  is  now  being  carried  on.  He  is 
likewise  interested  in  other  real  estate  business 
enterprises  here. 

Mr.  Baum  was  married  in  Manhattan.  Kan- 
sas, to  Miss  Nannie  Foy,  and  they  hav'e  an  at- 
tractive home  in  El  Paso.  Although  a Republi- 
can, and  thus  rqtresenting  the  minority  party 
in  El  Paso,  l\Ir.  Baum  was  elected  a member 
of  the  city  council,  representing  the  third 
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ward  during  tiie  j\tayor  Hammett  administra- 
tion. V.  hi<  h is  noted  for  having  brought  about 
some  of  tl'i>  most  beneficient  and  substantial  irn- 
I)ruwmcnts  that  El  Faso  has  ever  had,  and  which 
have  started  it  on  the  way  toward  becoming  a 
great  city.  These  include  the  Internationial 
\\  atcr  Conipan}',  furnishing  an  ample  supply 
of  pure  water,  the  electric  street  car  line,  the 
Union  depot  and  the  Phelps-Dodge  Railroad. 
i\ir.  Raum  is  president  of  the  State  Republican 
League  and  has  done  much  for  the  party  in 
Texas,  carefully  controlling  and  conserving  its 
interots.  while  his  intense  and  well  directed 
energy  has  made  him  a repre.sentative  business 
man  of  El  Faso. 

ROFER'b  BAR N E Y F E A T H E R S T (d  N . 
W ell  known  among  the  .stockmen  and  farmers 
of  Clay  county,  advantageously  situated  for 
the  promotion  of  his  incltistry  and  eminently  suc- 
cessful in  the  conduct  of  his  at'fairs,  is  the  worthy 
citizen  whose  name  initiates  thi.s  brief  review. 
In  the  year  1887  he  came  to  the  count}-  from 
Socorro.  New  i\iexico,  and  lc)cated  fifteen  miles 
northenst  of  Henrietta  on  hi.s  l)roTher’s  ranch, 
u Inch  lie  renteil  for  the  fir,st  five  years,  and  then 
purchased  the  tract,  emhracing  eighteen  hundred 
acres,  fenced,  cross-fenced  and  stocked  with  cat- 
tle, Here  the  efforts  of  his  head  and  hands  have 
been  devoted  to  the  reduction  of  nature,  the  de- 
veloi>ment  of  a domestic  abiding  place  and  inci- 
dentally the  improvement  and  ii])-building  of  his 
count}'. 

Mr.  Featherston  was  a re.sident  of  Socorro, 
New  Mexico,  some  five  year,s  being  city  mar- 
sliall  of  the  jilace  and  afterward  connected 
with  the  sheriff's  office  of  the  county.  Prior 
to  his  advent  to  New  Alexico  he  spent  seven 
yeans  on  a farm  in  Fall.s  county,  Arkansas, 
w here  liTS  liirth  occurred  December  2.  1851. 

The  head  t.f  this  Featherston  family  was 
George  W . Featherston,  father  of  our  suliject, 
a proniincm  citizen  of  Scott  county,  a lawyer 
and  a farmer,  born  in  Arkansas  in  1829,  accom- 
panied liis  son  to  Texas,  to  New  IHexico  and 
hack  to  Texas,  where  he  died.  He  abandoned 
the  law  when  he  left  Arkansas  and  followed 
rural  and  other  kiiulred  pursuits  in  Texas  and 
New  Mexico.  He  was  an  educated  gentleman, 
was  descended  from  a pioneer  of  Ids  native 
slate.  hi.s  father,  AXdlliam  G.  F'eatherston,  hav- 
ing been  one  of  the  four  first  settlers  of  Scott 
county. 

W illiam  G.  Feaiiu-r.-ion  was  born  in  Tennes- 
see, settled  in  Scott  county,  Arkansas,  in  early 
nianlK>od,  and.  it  was  in  his  h.arn  that  the  first 
cesi-ion  of  the  county  court  was  held.  He  be- 


came well  and  widely  known,  and  one  of  the 
conspicuous,  prominent  characters  of  the  coun- 
ty'. He  died  in  1868  at  the  age  of  sixty  years, 
being  the  father  of  seven  ciiildren,  George  W., 
Robert  FI.,  Frank  iM.,  M.  D.,  and  Richard  H. 
being  the  sons. 

George  W.  Featherston  married  IMary  Ann 
Appleby,  a daughter  of  Hezekiah  Appleby, 
who  married  a young  wife  in  Tennessee  and 
brought  her  to  Arkansas  on  horseback,  carry- 
ing their  baggage  and  camping  outfit  with 
them.  He  became  a fanner,  was  ruined  finan- 
cially hv  the  Civil  war,  and  died  in  Upshur 
county,  Texas,  whither  he  refugeed  during  the 
war.  -Mrs.  George  W.  Featherston  died  in  San 
Marcial.  New  Ivlexico,  in  1884,  being  the  moth- 
er of : Robert  P>.,  our  subject : Isabel,  deceased 
in  Jones  county,  Texas,  married  James  Gray- 
um  : William  II. , of  Clay  county;  IMollie,  wife 
of  J-  W.  Hy'den,  of  the  Chickasaw  Nation; 
Emma  C.,  who  married  Alexander  Laird,  of 
S.an  Bernardino.  California;  Charles  H.,  of  Den- 
ver, Colorado;  Georgia,  widow  of  Rev.  Boone 
Keston,  Marlow,  Indian  Territory*;  Eddie,  wife 
of  Dr.  Barns,  of  Marlow,  Indian  Territory. 

Robert  B.  Featherston  spent  about  three 
months  of  the  year  in  .school  in  his  boyhood,  at 
^i.xteen  years  of  age  went  to  work  with  his 
father  in  a saw  and  grist  mill,  a business  he. 
was  then  operating,  and  remained  at  the  helm 
until  reaching  hi.s  majority,  when  he  married 
and  took  up  farming.  This  occupation  he  has 
engaged  in  since,  with  the  exception  above 
noted,  and  when  he  made  his  home  in  Clay* 
county  it  was  with  little  more  than  his  wife 
and  three  young  children  as  the  accumula- 
tions of  his  life.  On  his  farm  he  runs  some 
two  hundred  head  of  cattle,  and  four  hundred 
acres  of  his  soil  responds  to  the  touch  of  the 
industrious  husbandman.  Small  grain  consti- 
tutes his  main  crop  and  he  ships  out  his  beef 
cattle  himself,  unless  the  home  market  justifies 
his  local  patronage. 

At  'UAldron,  Arkansas,  October  3,  1872,  Mr. 
Featherston  married  .Adelaide,  a daughter  of 
Martha  Putman.  The  Putmans  were  from 
Georgia  to  Arkansas.  Mr.  and  Airs.  Feather- 
ston's  children  are:  Charles  C„  of  Clay  coun- 
ty; Alatlie:  George  W. ; Robert  II.;  Gussie  P. ; 
and  Elijah  all  members  of  the  family*  circle. 

ANDREW  JACKSON  HOWK.  Over  in 
the  niounlain  and  hill  country  of  Ea.st  Tennes- 
see, where  some  of  our  bravest  citizens,  our 
-sturdie.st  farmers  and  our  ablest  statesmen  of 
the  early*  time  grew,  there  was  founded  a fami- 
ly headed  by*  an  ancestor  of  Michael  Houk. 
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He  was  of  German  blood  and  Iii.s  advent  among 
the  plain  people  of  warm  hearts  and  strong 
brain  introduced  a family  strain  into  that  "locali- 
ty whose  posterity  honored  our  leading  profes- 
sions, sat  in  the  halls  of'  Congress,  excelled 
in  the  mechanic  arts  and  furnished  a small 
army  of  rugged  husbandmen  to  become  settlers 
of  other  states  and  defenders  of  the  family 
name  and  faith.  From  this  pioneer  ancestry 
traces  the  history  of  Andrew  J.  Howk  of  this 
review,  and  to  this  source  do  all  the  “Houks” 
and  the  “Howks”  of  America  trace  their  origin 
today. 

Michael  Houk  grew  to  maturity  in  his  native 
East  Tennessee,  served  in  the  E'lorida  Indian 
war  and  settled  in  Jackson  county,  Alabama, 
near  Woodville.  He  married,  in  East  Tennes- 
see, Lydia  Woods,  and  they  came  to  Alabama 
down  the  Tennessee  river  by  boat.  ’They 
brought  up  their  children  in  that  community 
and  pased  away  leaving  issue  as  follows: 
Salathiel,  Michael  and  Simeon,  sons,  and  Eliza, 
whose  first  husband'was  a Woodall  and  whose 
second  was  a Sublet! ; Margaret,  w'ho  married 
an  Austen;  Minerva,  who  married  an  Adams; 
and  Annie,  w'ho  married  William  Maples,  con- 
stituted the  daughters  of  the  family.  The  son 
Simeon  w'as  a well  known  and  able  minister. 

Salathiel  Howk,  the  father  of  our  subject, 
was  born  on  French  Broad  river.  East  Ten- 
nessee, November  20,  1822,  and  died  In  that 
same  neighborhood  October  23,  1872.  While 
he  owned  a farm  and  used  it  in  the  training 
of  his  children,  he  learned  blacksmithing  and 
followed  it,  near  Woodville,  during  his  active 
life.  His  brother  Simeon  w'as  a woodworker 
by  trade  and  the  two  conducted  their  affairs 
somewhat  jointly,  but  as. there  were  cases  in 
which  one  was  interested  in  notes  and  accounts 
to  the  exclusion  of  the  other,  and  as  the  letter 
“s”  was  the  initial  of  each  brother's  name, 
Salathiel  said  to  Simeon,  “All  notes  made  to 
me,  individually,  I will  make  to  S.  TIowk’  and 
all  notes  made  to  you  can  be  issued  to  S. 
‘Houk,’  and  we  shall  then  be  able  to  tell  at  a 
glance  who  owns  the  note  and  thus  avoid  con- 
fusion in  our  business  affairs.”  Thus  did  the 
Houk  name  suffer  a permanent  change,  for 
when  Salathiel  began  to  write  his  name  with 
a “w,”  he  continued  to  do  so  and  his  posterity 
after  him.  In  his  personal  makeup  Salathiel 
Howk  was  a rather  eccentric  man.  His  preju- 
dices were  strong  and  he  nurtured  them  almost 
to  the  point  of  feeding  on  them,  and  when  the 
war  cloud  began  to  lower  he  became  a violent 
secessionist  and  was  unreconstructed  for  a long 
time  after  the  war.  When  his  disabilities  were 


finally  removed  he  took  up  the  cause  of  Democ- 
racy, of  course,  and  w»as  a local  enthusiast  in 
political  campaigns.  He  serv'ed  his  precinct 
as  justice  of  the  peace  and  was  a sheriff’s  depu- 
ty at  different  times.  For  his  wife  he  married 
Elizabeth,  a daughter  of  Moses  Maples,  whose 
wife  was  Catherine  Manning.  Mrs.  Howk  was 
born  July  T4,  (827,  and  died  near  Wolf  City, 
Texas,  Noveml>er  12.  1898.  The  issue  of  their 
marriage  were:  Andrew  J.,  of  this  notice; 

Lydia,  who  married  John  Hodges  and  died  in 
.Alabama;  William  M.,  of  Grapevine,  Texas; 
Moses,  of  Denton,  Texas;  Mary,  deceased, 
married  F.  M.  NeLson,  of  Bowie;  Martha,  who 
married  Henry  Wells,  both  died  near  Lewis- 
ville, Te.xas ; Frank  G.  of  Commerce,  Texas ; 
Thomas,  who  died  near  Guerdon,  Texas ; Sidney 
J.,  of  Wolf  City,  Texas;  Etoy  L.,  who  married 
F.  M.  Nelson  and  died  near  \Volf  City;  and  the 
remainder  of  the  family  of  sixteen  died  in  child- 
hood. 

The  farm  and  his  father's  .shop  knew  Andrew 
. J.  Howk  w'hile  he  approached  mature  y'ears  and 
the  country  schools  gave  him  some  knowledge 
of  books.  At  seventeen  years  of  age  he  joined 
the  Home  Guard,  making  potash  for  powder 
for  the  Confederacy.  Within  six  months  he 
W'as  captured,  took  the  oath  of  allegiance  and 
returned  home.  After  three  months  of  a prosy 
life  he  joined  Mead  Nelson  and  Johnson’s 
Guerillas  and  bushwhacked  the  enemy',  as  in 
the  day's  of  Alarion,  Sumter  and  Lee  in  the 
.American  Revolution.  He  was  taken  prisoner 
again  a time  or  two  but  escaped  detection  and 
at  the  end  of  the  war  took  another  parole,  at 
Huntsville,  .Alabama,  and  accepted  the  results 
of  the  unecpial  contests  as  final. 

On  resuming  civil  pursuits  Mr.  Howk  made 
tw'o  crops  and  then  married  and  when  he  start- 
ed his  independent  career  his  possessions  were 
a watch,  a rifle  and  twenty-eight  dollars  in 
cash,  and  plenty'  of  good  clothes  that  his  moth- 
er made  and  gave  him.  At  farming  he  and  his 
wife  accumulated  property  slow'ly  and  even- 
tually bought  a farm  in  Jackson  county,  Ala- 
bama. w'hich  they  sold  for  a thousand  dollars 
on  departing  for  Texas.  They  came  to  the 
Lone  Star  state  in  March,  1885,  and  bought 
a half  section  of  land  almost  adjoining  Bowie 
for  five  hundred  and  twenty'-eight  dollars. 
Bowie  was  hardly  on  the  map  then,  hut  it  is 
very  much  in  evidence  now  and  this  half  sec- 
tion is  one  of  the  valuable  pieces  of  real  prop- 
erty' in  Montague  county.  In  his  Texas  home 
he  has  continued  his  farming  and  has  cleared 
up,  improved  and  built  up  a modest,  cornmodi- 
ou.s  and  comfortable  home.  July  24,  1897,  he 
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lost  his  wife,  whom  he  mnnied  Augfust  2,  1868. 
Mrs.  Flowk  was  Miss  Nancy  I\I.  Nelson,  a 
daughter  of  David  C.  Nelson,  and  tvas  horn  in 
Jack.son  county,  Alabama,  in  1846. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Howk's  children  are:  iMollie, 
wife  of  R.  .S.  Jones,  of  ncai’  Bouie,  whose  chil- 
dren are  Aiable.  Homer.  Ra}‘.  i\la\-.  Nellie,  Jack, 
anil  jorseph  ; ^\  illie  1 ).  and  Lillie  Lee  are  twins, 
the  ic-rmer  of  Bowie  and  llu-  latter  the  wife  of 
L^.  1*.  Boatright,  of  .\rlington.  Texas,  and  has 
two  children,  Jackson  and  El.sey ; Salathicl  D.,  of 
Bowie,  m.-irried  Clani  Burleson,  and  has  one 
child,  .\ihena ; Lou,  wife  of  ilonte  Jones,  of 
Terral,  Indian  Territory,  has  two  bo\’s,  Curtis 
and  Noland : Joc  M'heeler.  oi  Terrai.  In- 
dian Territoiw,  is  the  toungcsl  child.  May 
31,  1900,  Mr.  He>wk  marrieii.  in  Garth,  Ala- 
bama, jMrs.  Clara  t leinentine  ( lark,  a <laughtcr 
of  il.  St.  Clair,  wlio.se  wile  was  Mi.ss  .Sallic  E. 
Berry.  IMrs.  Howk’s  first  hu.shand  was  Dr. 
John  Clark  and  .she  is  one  of  a family  of  twelve 
children  of  her  jiarcnts.  She  is  an  admirable 
mistress  of  her  hu.shand’s  hon.sehold  and  shares 
his  and  his  children's  joys  .and  .sorrows  ,as  her 
tnvn. 

His  residence  here,  his  freedom  of  manner 
and  his  geniality  have  made  i\Ir.  Howk  a wide- 
l\-known  man.  ITis  life  ha.s  been  a busy  one 
and  one  crow  iied  w ith  modest  successes,  and  it 
is  meet  tliai  he  should  he  hle.ssed  with  so  many 
of  the  good  things  of  life  in  his  declining  vears. 

W ILL  I'TcIBKKt  I.  Texa.s  uwes  its  growth 
and  prei>perity  in  large  measure  to  its  fanning 
and  stcick-raising  iiitere>ts  and  of  this  hnsiness 
Mr.  Friherg  is  a worth}  representative'  and. 
moreover,  he  is  a self-made  man,  who  came 
to  Texas  iih  no  capital,  and  during  an  active 
business  v.ireer  won  enviable  success,  working 
his  wa}  steadily  upward  to  a )K-siti>in  of  aftlu- 
erice.  He  was  born  in  northwestern  Imliaiia  in 
Id-'i!'.  a son  t)f  John  and  Mary  t Anrierson’)  Fri- 
berg,  'tiotli  of  whom  were  natives  of  .Sweden. 
They  came  to  the  United  States  in  the  early 
’50.S,  locating  fir.st  in  northwestern  Indiana,  but 
just  jirior  to  the  (i\il  War  they  removed  to 
Irciquni.s  count}',  Illinois,  settling  upon  a farm 
there.  There  the  father  carried  on  agricultural 
piu'.suits  until  the  inauguration  of  hostilities, 
'.vhen  ill  ISOl  Ire  joincfl  the  army  and  served 
through. lilt  the  entire  w ar  with  Sherman'',  com- 
mand, participating  in  many  important  battles 
with  that  famoins  commander.  W'hen  the 
country  no  longer  needed  his  services  he  re- 
turned to  his  home  in  Iroquois  county.  He 
prospered  in  his  undertakings  there.  He  re- 
moved t'.>  that  locality  at  an  early  day  and  pur- 
chased land  for  a dollar  and  a quarter  per  acre. 


.Vs  the  country  became  more  thickly  settled  this 
nicreaseri  in  vmluc  and  his  improvements  made 
his  place  an  attractive  and  a fine  farm.  In 
January,  1882,  he  came  to  Texas  in  search  of  a 
location  and  decided  upon  Wichita  county.  Here 
he  was  scvjn  .afterward  joined  by  his  family  and 
he  has  .sinci.  lived  in  tills  part  of  the  stale,  being 
now  one  of  its  representative  and  prominent 
agriculturi.sts.  He  lives  one  mile  north  of 
W ichita  Falls  and  that  his  life  has  been  an 
active  and  enterprising  one  is  indicated  by  the 
mail}-  excellent  improvements  which  he  has 
placed  upon  his  farm,  making  it  a model  prop- 
erty of  the  community.  One  of  his  sons.  J.  E. 
Triht  rg,  is  the  owner  of  a farm  and  stock  ranch 
near  the  home  of  his  brother  Will,  about  seven 
miles  nortbca.st  of  W ichita  Falls. 

W ill  Friherg  w as  reared  under  the  parental 
roof  upon  the  old  home.stcad  farm  and  through 
several  year,.-  he  has  been  numbered  among 
the  successful  agriculturists  and  .stockmen  of 
his  cminty.  W hen  he  came  here  soon  after  his 
father's  arrival  he  secured  employment  as  a 
farm  hand,  working  on  the  cattle  ranch  of  Knott 
Brothers,  and  he  broke  the  first  piece  of  land 
that  was  placed  under  the  plow  north  of  Wichita 
Falls,  l.atcr  he  ran  a stage  from  Wichita  T'alls 
to  Seymour  when  there  was  only  one  house 
between  the  tw(>  lovvn.s.  The  country  was  then 
a typical  western  frontier  district.  Little  im- 
provement had  been  made  and  the  work  of 
progres.s  lay  largely  in  the  future,  but  there 
came  to  this  isection  of  'I’exas  men  of  enter- 
prise, strong  determination  and  keen  discrimin- 
ation, and  they  have  so  directed  their  labors  as 
to  produce  excellent  results  and  aid  materially 
in  the  upbuilding  of  this  commonwealth.  Al- 
though Mr.  Friherg  had  no  capital  when  he 
came  to  Wichita  county  he  soon  began  to  save 
from  his  earnings  and  as  his  financial  resources 
increased  he  invested  in  property  and  is  novv 
the  owner  of  a fine  farm  comprising  three  hun- 
dred and  sev  eiity-iiinc  acres  of  rich  land.  The 
homes  of  Will  Friberg  and  his  brother  are  near 
the  Friherg  church  and  school,  which  were 
named  in  honor  of  the  family, they  being  among 
its  earnest  and  liberal  supporters.  The  church 
is  of  the  iMethoilist  denomination  and  both  the 
church  and  school  are  good  buildings  and  in  a 
fine  location.  It  is  also  worthy  of  note  that  Mr. 
Friberg,  in  connection  with  his  father  and 
brother,  had  the  first  threshing  outfit  in  Wichita 
county,  using  at  first  a horse  power  thresher. 
They  vv'crc  also  pioneers  in  the  wheat  growing 
industry  of  this  locality  and  their  other  business 
activity  and  enterprise  have  contributed  in 
large  measure  to  the  substantial  growth  and 
improvement  of  this  portion  of  the  state. 


MR.  AND  MRS.  WILL  FRIBERG 
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Mr.  Fribcrg  was  married  in  Illinois  to  Miss 
Katie  Bard,  and  they  have  five  children : Letta, 
Harley,  Minnie,  Clarence  anti  Ernest.  The 
family  is  well  known  in  the  community  and  IVLr. 
and  Mrs.  F'riherg  have  many  frieml.s.  He  cer- 
tainly deserves  a great  deal  of  credit  for  what  he 
has  accomplished  and  his  life  record  shoiTld 
serve  as  a sciurce  of  in.spiration  and  encourage- 
ment to  others,  showing  \^'hat  can  be  accom- 
plished by  strong  determination  and  honorable 
purpo.se. 

ALBERT  GALATIN  McCLURE.  Since 
1874  the  subject  of  this  review'  has  been  a citi- 
zen of  Te.xas,  fir.'^t  .settling  in  Cooke  county 
and  pa.ssirig  a period  of  five  years,  then  passing 
two  years  in  Shackelford  county  ami  since, -as 
a prominent  cattle  man  and  a leailing  citizen 
he  has  resided  in  the  county  of  Jack.  From 
first  to  last  and  for  thirty-one  years  he  has  pur- 
sued the  stock  business  and  some  of  the  sub- 
stantial results  wdiich  he  has  achieved  are  .seen 
in  his  ranch  of  ,^.8/;o  acres  with  its  six  hundred 
head  of  cattle.  The  results  he  has  achieved 
and  the  success,  iu  a financial  way,  wdiich 
marks  his  efforts  but  exemplifie.s  the  trite 
old  .saying,  “the  constant  dripping  of  the  water 
w'cars  the  solid  rock  away.”  Ilis  tenaciun.s 
and  persistent  hammering  on  the  drsor  of  for- 
tune finally  sw'ung  it  hack  and  the  reward  of 
his  3'ears  of  industry  finally  came. 

Mr.  IMcClure  represents  distinctively  a Rev- 
olutionarc'  famih'  of  the  United  States.  His 
remote  forefathers  w'ere  sons  of  Erin  and  Scot- 
land and  his  great-grandfather.  Samuel  Mc- 
Clure, distinguished  himself  and  brought  honor 
upon  his  posterity  by  serving  in  the  Colonial 
army  during  our  Independence  war.  Samuel 
McClure  W'as  born  in  Virginia  in  1748  and 
died  in  Clark  county,  Illinois,  in  1845.  He  wms 
a large  man  of  rugged  build  and  of  w'onderful 
endurance  and  great  physical  strength  and 
courage.  Ilis  nature  seemed  to  crave  the  open 
air  and  the  wild  scenery  and  dangers  of  the 
frontier  and,  after  the  war,  he  started  W'ilh  his 
wife  and  two  children  to  the  romantic  and  un- 
tamed region  of  Kentucky.  In  those  times  the 
red  man  roamed  at  will  along  the  Ohio  river 
country,  dominated  Kentucky  and  Ohio  com- 
pletely and  slew  settlers  without  distinction 
at  every  opportunity.  On  the  occasion  of  his 
journey  the  Indians  came  upon  the  McClure 
tent  and  in  their  haste  to  bag  its  contents, 
shoved  the  tent  over  and  covered  the  father 
up  in  its  folds  but  carried  off  his  wife  and  chil- 
dren. The  latter  w'ere  murdered  but  he  re- 
captured his  wife  and  they  .subsequently  moved 
into  the  territory  of  Indiana  and  established 


thcmsel\  e.s  at  Fort  Vincennes.  W hile  he  was 
probably  a farmer  the  old  patriarch  adopted 
the  cust' )ii\  of  the  frontier  and  dre.ssed  liimself 
in  leggings  and  moccasins  and  never  cc.ascd  to 
love  the  sjKirts  of  that  time.  He  killed  deer 
wlicn  he  wa.s  eighty  \ear-,  (jid  aini  it  wotild 
.seem  that  he  pas.'-cd  out  of  the  world  merely 
to  make  room  for  other  generation.s. 

Andrew  ItlcCiure,  a son  of  Samuel,  was  the 
graiidfatlier  of  our  subject  anil  was  born  in 
Kenluckj'.  His  bu.siness  life  w'as  passed 
around  Vincennes,  Indiana,  where  he  grew'  up 
and  married  a Miss  Hogg  (afterward  the  name 
was  corrtipted  to  Hogue)  and,  in  titnc,  moved 
over  into  Clark  county,  Illinois,  ami  died  on  his 
farm  and  i.s  buried  be.side  his  father  fi^  e miles 
north  of  Mar.shall,  His  children  were:  .Sam 

Liel,  father  of  our  subject ; Polly,  w ho  mar- 
ried Robert  Ashmore ; and  two  other  daugh- 
ters. B}'  a second  wife  .Andrew  McClure  had 
a son  William,  who- died  in  the  Federal  army 
during  the  reljellion. 

Samuel  IMcClure  ( the  second)  w'as  born  at 
Fort  Vincennes.  Indiana,  in  1813  and  married 
in  Clark  county.  Illimhs,  Caroline  Kitchen, 
who  died  in  Cooke  county,  Texas,  in  1877. 
Samuel  McClure  acquired  a good  education 
for  his  day  and  commenced  life  as  a teacher 
of  the  old-time  coiintrj'  school.  He  subse- 
quently got  into  politics  and  was  elected  jus- 
tice of  the  peace,  sheriff  and  treasurer  of  the 
count}'.  On  account  c)f  his  pttblic  service  it 
will  be  seen  that  he  wxis  a leading  citizen  of 
his  county,  but  during  the  w'ar  hi.s  sentiment.s 
W'ere  southern  and  his  business  life  was  not  a 
success.  He  lost  his  property  and  it  was  for 
the  purpose  of  recujierating  his  finances  that 
he  crossed  the  plains  to  Nevada  just  after  the 
war,  was  connected  W'ith  the  hay  Imsine.ss  and 
W’as  killed  by  a hay-press  in  1869  and  is  buried 
at  Elko.  Of  his  children,  Jane  and  Andrew,  de- 
ceased. the  former  unmarried;  John,  of  Cooke 
county,  Texas,  vice  president  of  the  Good 
Roads  organization  of  the  state ; Susan  mar- 
ried Washington  Claj>p,  of  Henry  county,  Alis- 
sonri ; Wdlson,  of  Cohvich,  Kansas;  Albert  G., 
of  thi.s  sketch ; Eliza,  who  was  killed  by  light- 
ning in  Cooke  county;  Mary  of  Jack  county, 
W'idow  of  William  Snedicker,  and  Caroline 
married  George  Pierce  and  died  in  Ohio. 

Albert  G.  McClure  sat  on  rude  benches  in 
a log  schoolhouse  wliile  trying  to  get  an  edu- 
cation back  ill  Illinois  and  remained  a part 
of  his  mother’s^  domestic  establishment  until  he 
left  for  Texas  in  1874.  We  .see  him  starting  into 
tlic  COW'  business  in  Cooke  county  w ith  a bunch  of 
.seventy  head  of  rattle  and  w'hcn  he  had  accu- 
mulated some  four  hundred  head  he  began 


A\T)  WEST  TEXAS. 


3Sf<  HISTORY  OF  XORTH 

buving  lex.'!!,  hiiul.  He  saw  the  fnlnre  of  ilie 
cow  man  without  land,  as  wire  wa.s  strung; 
around  pa.sture  after  pasture,  and  after  his  re- 
turn from  Shackelford  county  he  settled  on 
Hog  Eye  t'tairie.  in  the  edg'e  of  Wise  county, 
riiere  he  pursued  his  favorite  vocation,  with 
also  a little  farming,  until  1892,  when  he  came 
to  the  locality  nortli  of  Ctindiff,  where  he  now 
resides,  and  bought  2,300  acres  on  the  Guada- 
lupe-Cardcnas  survey  and  fenced,  stocked  and 
improved  the  whole. 

Having  mentioned  Hog  Eye  prairie  as  the 
place  of  Mr.  McClure’s  former  residence,  some 
interest  would  perhaps  attach  to  the  locality 
by  reason  of  its  name,  and  curiosil}’  be  aroused 
as  to  its  origin.  The  story  goes  tliat  in  the 
first  settling  of  the  Trairic  a fiddler  was  among 
the  lot  and  the  only  tune  he  could  play  w'as 
■'Hog  Eve"  and  at  every  dance  every  set  called 
to  the  floor  danced  "Hog  Eye.” 

]\Ir.  McClure  married  in  Cooke  county, 
Texas,  January  31,  1879,  Kate,  a daughter  of 
Reuben  Creel,  who  migrated  to  the  Lone  Star 
state  from  I’ettis  county,  ^Missouri,  where  Mrs. 
McClure  was  born  October  10,  1856.  One  child 
is  the  result  of  their  marriage,  hlaud,  the  wife 
of  C.  W.  Fonville.  of  Okema,  Indian  Territory; 
Hubert  Galatin  Fonville  is  the  only  grandchild. 

Aside  from  his  stock  and  farming  interests 
Mr.  McClure  has  aided  in  the  promotion  of  the 
Jacksboro  National  Bank  and  is  a director  of 
the  institution.  His  liberal  attitude  toward 
i.ther  matter^  which  make  for  the  general  good 
of  his  county  and  state  is  also  in  evidence, 
i'olitics  has  not  known  him  except  as  a voter 
and  the  real  battle  of  life  has  been  his  burden 
and  chief  cemcem. 

ROBERT  HUBERT  Fl'lZGERALD  is  the 
)>resident  of  tire  First  National  Bank  of  Sweet- 
water, the  only  national  bank  in  Nolan  county. 
He  comes  of  a family  of  Irish  lineage.  His 
father,  William  W.  FitzGerald,  was  a native  ctf 
I'cnnessec  and  when  a young  man  removed  to 
Georgia,  whence  he  came  to  I'exas  about  1848. 
He  located  in  Polk  county  and  in  1854  removed 
to  Gonzales,  where  he  made  his  home  until 
the  time  of  his  death  in  1861.  He  was  a farm- 
er and  stock-rai.ser  by  occupation.  In  Texas 
lie  w.as  married  in  1851  to  Miss  Elizabeth 
Huherl,  who  came  of  lluguenot  I'rcnch  an- 
cestry and  is  a native  of  Mississiiipi.  She  still 
-urv  ives  her  husband  and  is  now  liv  ing  in  Has- 
kell, Texas.  In  their  family  wiye  seven  chil- 
dren, five  .son.s  and  two  daughters,  of  whom 
one  son  ha^  pa.ssed  away,  while  the  cithers  are 
yet  residents  of  Texas, 


K.  H,  FitzGerald,  whose  name  introduces 
this  record,  was  born  in  Gonzales  county, 
Texas,  September  27,  1852,  and  w'as  reared  to 
farm  life.  His  education  was  acquired  in 
Stonewall  Institute,  a school  in  the  eastern 
part  of  Gonzales  county,  which  was  founded 
soon  after  the  war  in  the  section  known  as 
Big  Hill.  It  proved  a valuable  institution  of 
learning  of  that  period  and  was  attended  by  a 
great  many  v'oimg  men  who  sought  higher  ed- 
ucational advantages  than  could  be  obtained 
in  the  common  schools.  Many  of  its  students 
have  since  W'on  prominence  in  public  and  busi- 
ness life  in  the  state.  W’hen  his  school  days 
were  over  IMr.  FitzGerald  embarked  in  the 
stock  business,  which  he  has  followed  during 
the  greater  part  t>f  his  life.  He  made  his  home 
in  Gonz.ales  and  at  times  was  the  owner  of 
extensive  cattle  interests.  In  190T  he  came  to 
Sweetwater  to  make  his  home  and  previous 
to  this  time  had  established  cattle  interests 
in  this  section  of  the  .state.  He  now'  owns 
a ranch  in  the  southwestern  part  of  the  coun- 
ty which  at  the  present  time  covers  thirteen 
sections  but  was  formerlv'  more  extensive.  In 
May,  1901,  the  First  National  Bank  of  Sweet- 
w'atcr  was  organized  by  J.  V.  W.  Holmes  wdth 
a capital  stock  of  twenty-five  thousand  dollars. 
In  the  spring  of  u»02  iXIr.  FitzGerald  became 
one  of  its  stockholders  and  in  May  of  that 
year  was  chosen  its  president  and  has  since 
remained  at  the  head  of  the  institution.  On 
the  1st  cif  Jul}'  of  the  same  year  the  capital 
stock  W'as  increased  to  forty  thousand  dollars. 
It  is  the  only  national  bank  in  Nolan  county 
and  is  a .safe,  reliable  institution,  conducting 
a general  banking  business.  Its  affairs  are 
capably  conducted  under  the  supervision  of  Mr. 
Fitztierald,  who  is  an  enterprising  business 
man  of  keen  discernment  and  ready  sagacitj'. 

On  the  29th  of  November,  1S71,  Mr.  Fitz- 
Gerald was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Emma 
Littlefiehl,  a daughter  of  H.  B.  Littlefield  of 
Blaine.  She  was  born  in  Texas  and  by  her 
marriage  has  become  the  mother  of  four  sons 
and  three  daughters.  Mr.  and  ]\Irs.  FitzGerald 
have  a wide  circle  of  warm  friends,  and  the 
hospitality  of  the  best  homes  of  this  part  of 
the  state  is  freely  accorded  them.  On  the  9th 
of  June.  .1896,  Mr.  FitzGerald  became  a mem- 
l>cr  of  the  -Methodist  Epi.scopal  cliurch,  South, 
and  he  likew'ise  belongs  to  the  Ma.souic  fra- 
ternity, in  which  he  has  taken  the  degrees  of 
the  lodge  and  chapter,  his  membership  being  in 
Sweetwater.  He  has  also  been  a member  of  the 
Knights  of  Pythias  fraternity  for  the  past 
twenty  years.  He  is  honored  and  respected  not 
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alone  because  of  the  succes.s  he  has  achieved 
but  also  by  reason  of  the  straig-htforvvard  business 
methods  he  has  ever  followed,  and  his  history 
is  proof  of  the  fact  that  prosperity  is  not  the 
oucome  of  genius  but  is  the  result  of  clear 
judgment,  experience  and  miabating  energy'. 

B.  F.  ARCFIER,  M.  D.  In  a history'  of  the 
early  settlers  of  Western  I’exas  there  is  per- 
haps none  more  worthy  of  mention  than  Dr. 
Benjamin  Franklin  Archer,  who  in  the  prac- 
tice of  his  profession  has  rendered  signal  and 
valuable  service  to  his  fellownien.  The  first 
home  of  the  Archer  family'  was  in  Virginia, 
where  its  representatives  were  prominent  in 
public  affairs.  Many  of  them  were  in  the  co- 
lonial army  during  the  Revolutionary  war. 
William  Archer,  the  father  of  Dr.  Archer,  was 
closely  connected  with  Dr.  Branch  T.  Archer, 
who  figured  prominently  in  Texas  history,  hav- 
ing been  clcjscly  associated  with  the  formation 
of  the  government  and  of  the  Republic  of 
Texas.  William  Archer  was  a native  of  Vir- 
ginia and  became  a minister  of  the  Missionary 
Baptist  church,  devoting  much  of  his  time  to 
preaching  the  gospel,  and  by  trade  he  was  a 
millwright  and  followed  that  pursuit  in  order 
to  provide  a living  for  his  family  but  engaged 
in  preaching  on  Sundays  and  other  occasions. 
In  1849  he  removed  to  Mississippi,  settling  in 
Itawamba  county,  where  he  spent  his  remain- 
ing days.  His  wife  bore  the  maiden  name  of 
Nancy  Smith,  and  was  a daughter  of  Ali  Smith, 
one  of  the  pioneer  settlers  of  eastern  Tennes- 
see. She  was  born  in  th.at  state,  and  was  married 
to  William  Archer  in  Campbell  county,  Tenne.s- 
see.  She  died  two  yeafs  prior  to  the  death  of 
her  husband,  which  occurred  in  1884.  In  their 
family  were  twelve  children,  of  whom  four 
sons  and  six  daughters  reached  years  of  ma- 
turity. The  eldest  son,  Alexander,  was  a cap- 
tain in  the  Confederate  army  and  was  after- 
ward promoted  to  the  rank  of  major.  Samuel 
D.  Archer,  the  second  son,  died  from  exposure, 
follow'ing  the  battle  of  Bull  Run  and  was  a 
lieutenant  in  the  army.  George  W.  Archer, 
the  y'oungest  son,  was  a Christian  minister  and 
made  his  home  in  Baldwdn,  Mississippi. 

Dr.  B.  F.  Archer,  w'hose  name  introduces 
this  record,  is  the  only  sun  of  the  family'  now 
living.  He  was  born  in  Hamilton  county, 
Tennessee,  April  19,  1834,  and  obtained  his  ear- 
ly education  in  the  country  schools.  In  1856 
he  took  up  the  study  of  medicine  under  the 
direction  of  Dr.  Long,  of  Baldwdn,  Mi.ssissippi, 
and  in  the  wdnter  of  1857-8  he  attended  tlie 
Memphis  Medical  College,  at  Memphis.  Ten- 


nessee. while  in  1860-61  be  pur,-.ued  his  second 
course  of  lectures  in  the  Lhiivcrsiiy  of  Louisi- 
ana, at  New  Orleans.,  being  graduated  from 
the  latter  institution  on  the  20th  of  March, 
1861.  He  was  in  New  Orleans  when  the  state 
voted  for  secession.  His  patriotic  nature  be- 
ing aroused  in  behalf  of  the  Confederacy',  he 
immediately  rettirned  to  his  borne  in  Baldwin, 
Mississippi,  and  enli..^tl•d  in  the  Thirty'-second 
Mississippi  Regiment  commanded  by'  Colonel 
M.  P.  Low'rcy,  a Baptist  minister  who  was 
known  as  the  “fighting  preacher."  Dr.  Archer 
was  immediately  appointed  assistant  surgeon 
of  the  regiment  and  acted  in  that  capacity  till 
after  the  retreat  of  the  army'  from  Corinth, 
when,  the  surgeon  having  resigned.  Dr.  .Archer 
w'as  appointed  to  the  vacancy  and  thus  contin- 
ued until  the  latter  part  of  1863.  when  he  was 
attacked  by  a hemorrhage  of  the  lungs  and  was 
retired  from  field  service.  During  the  remain- 
der of  the  war  he  was  stationed  at  various 
places,  sometimes  in  hospitals  and  again  in  the 
field  service  as  he  was  needed.  Following  the 
close  of  hostilities  he  returned  to  his  old  home 
in  Lafayette  county,  Mississippi,  settling  in 
the  village  of  Taylor  about  eight  miles  south 
of  Oxford  on  w'hai  was  then  know'ii  as  the 
Mississippi  Central  Railroad.  He  devoted  his 
entire  time  to  his  profession  until  1872. 

In  the  winter  of  1872  there  occurred  a vacan- 
cy in  the  Mississippi  state  legislature  and  the 
Democratic  convention  that  was  convened 
without  his  knowledge  or  consent  nominated 
him  for  office.  When  the  news  of  the  nom- 
ination was  taken  to  him  he  entered  the 
canvass,  for  thirty  day's  devoting  his  time  to 
campaign  W'ork  in  the  county  and  won  the  elec- 
tion by  a majority'  of  one  hundred  and  three. 
Again  in  1873  he  was  nominated  for  the  posi- 
tion and  on  this  occasion  was  elected  by  a 
majority  of  two  hundred  and  si.xty'  votes.  The 
county  had  a strong  Republican  majority  and 
the  fact  of  Dr.  Archer's  election  is  an  indication 
of  his  personal  pc>pularity'  and  the  confidence 
that  was  reposed  in  him  by'  his  fellownien. 
During  the  three  y'cars  in  which  he  was  a mem- 
ber of  the  general  assembly  he  served  in  three 
regular  and  three  calletl  sessions  of  the  legislature 
and  w.as  connected  with  important  constructive 
measures,  but  he  became  so  ilisgusted  with  the 
methods  employed  in  political  circles  that  he 
has  never  since  allowed  his  name  to  go  before  a 
convention. 

Returning  to  his  home  Dr.  Archer  restimed 
the  active  practice  of  medicine,  in  which  he 
continued  until  1880,  when  he  sold  out  and 
returned  to  the  old  homestead  in  Baldwin, 
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Missib-sippi.  to  take  care  of  his  father  and  moth- 
er in  iheir  declining  days. 

r'olifnving  their  death  in  March,  1886,  he  re- 
rnoxed  to  Sweetwater,  Texas,  and  was  actively 
engaged  in  the  practice  of  medicine  and  sur- 
gery at  this  place  from  that  date  until  Jtily, 
1894.  He  then  removed  to  Dublin,  Erath 
county,  Texas,  where  he  practiced  medicine 
until  iy02,  when  he  again  came  to  Sweetwater, 
since  w’hich  time  he  has  devoted  his  attention 
between  his  professional  sercice  and  farming. 

In  1897  he  pursued  a post-graduate  course  in 
medicine  and  surgery  in  the  Polyclinic  college 
of  Chicago.  During  all  of  his  experience  in 
the  practice  of  surgery  he  has  been  most  suc- 
cessful. never  losing  an  important  case.  He 
has  intimate  knowledge  of  anatomy  and  com- 
ponent parts  of  the  human  body,  which,  com- 
bined with  a delicacy  of  touch  and  keen  mental 
perception,  makes  him  one  of  the  most  capa- 
ble surgeons  practicing  in  \^Tstcrn  Texas. 

Dr.  Archer  has  been  married  three  times. 
He  first  w’cdded  Miss  Prudence  Oliver,  of  Ma- 
rietta, .Mississippi,  on  the  20th  of  December, 
!S55.  .She  died  Febraary  12,  1857,  and  in 
March.  1864,  he  wedded  Miss  Johanna  B. 
Boone,  who  passed  away  in  September,  1884. 
On  the  13th  of  November,  1887,  he  was  married 
to  Miss  M.  E.  Dodd,  a native  of  Texas.  He 
has  never  had  any  children. 

Dr.  Archer  has  .spent  his  entire  life  on  the 
frontier,  living  in  Mis.sissippi  soon  after  the 
Indians  were  driven  from  the  state  and  later 
coming  to  Western  Texas  .soon  after  the  red 
men  were  driven  out  of  this  region.  He  has 
ever  been  recognized  as  an  uj)right  citizen, 
doing  his  full  duty  as  a soldier  and  civilian. 
.\s  a phj'sician  he  has  enjoyed  a large  practice 
and  in  his  younger  days  met  many  personal 
hard.ships  and  sacrifices  in  rendering  profes- 
sional aid  to  the  atflicted.  Man}'  times  has  he 
given  his  ser\’ices  when  he  knew  there  would 
be  no  pecuniary  reward  and  in  cases  of  dire 
distress  he  has  fed  the  hungry  from  his  own 
private  means  or  supplied  other  necessities  of 
life.  His  extensive  practice  has  covered  a 
period  of  about  fifty  years,  and  had  he  made 
collections  of  ail  that  was  due  him  he  would 
now  be  in  possession  of  a large  fortune,  but 
his  kindness  and  generosity  have  led  him  to 
give  his  .services  on  many  occasions  and  to 
look  f(>r  the  benefit  of  his  fellowmen  rather 
than  for  private  gain.  His  life  has  indeed 
been  animated  by  a spirit  of  helpful nc.ss  and 
kindliness  and  in  his  life  he  has  exemplified 
hi.s  faith  as  a member  of  the  Christian  church 
ami  his  loyalt}'  to  the  teachings  of  the  Masonic 


fraternity  with  which  he  has  affiliated  for  the 
past  forty-two  years,  having  been  made  a Ma- 
•son  in  Bay  Springs,  Tishomingo  county,  Mi.s- 
.sissippi,  in  1863. 

GEORGE  SPARKS,  M.  D.,  actively  en- 
gageil  in  the  practice  of  medicine  in  Sweet- 
water and  throughout  the  surrounding  districts, 
with  a thorough  understanding  of  the  profes- 
.sioii  that  makes  him  one  of  its  leading  repre- 
sentatives in  this  part  of  the  state,  is  a grandson 
of  William  Crane  Sparks,  who  was  born  in 
\'irgiiiia,  and  when  a young  man  emigrated  to 
Texas,  settling  in  N^acogdoches  at  an  early  per- 
iod in  the  dc\'clopment  of  that  place.  He  took 
quite  an  active  interest  in  politics,  was  a warm 
friend  of  Samuel  Houston  and  fought  with 
the  army  of  Texas  in  its  encounter  with  tlie 
troops  of  Mexico.  He  was  afterward  engaged 
in  stock-raising  and  up  to  the  time  of  hi.s  death 
was  identified  with  this  industry,  which  has 
been  the  chief  source  of  revenue  10  the  state. 
In  1847  he  removed  to  Bed  county,  settling 
about  twelve  miles  from  Belton  in  a communi- 
ty which  became  known  as  the  Sparks  A'alley 
settlement,  and  there  he  died  about  1853.  He 
was  twice  married  and  reared  several  children. 

On  of  his  sons  of  the  second  marriage  ivas 
Samuel  A.  Sparks,  who  was  born  in  Robert- 
son county,  Texas,  in  1845,  during  a brief  re.si- 
dence  of  the  family  in  that  locality  prior  to  the 
removal  to  Bell  county.  He  was  reared,  how- 
ever, upon  a ranch  in  the  latter  county  and  in 
early  life  became  engaged  in  the  stock  business, 
which  he  followed  until  1884.  In  that  year 
he  was  elected  sheriff  of  the  county  and  held 
the  office  up  to  the  time  of  his  deal!),  which 
occurred  in  1897,  proving  a most  capable  offi- 
cial, discharging  the  duties  of  the  po,sition  with 
credit  to  himself  and  satisfaction  to  his  con- 
stituents. In  all  of  his  business  affairs  and 
official  duties  he  was  honored  for  his  reliability 
and  trustworthiness  and  he  won  the  unquali- 
fied regard  r>f  his  fellowmen.  In  July,  1865, 
Samuel  Sparks  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
IMary  Fi.sher,  a native  Texan  and  a daughter  of 
King  Fisher,  who  was  active  in  the  warfare 
against  the  Indians  in  Texas  at  an  early  day. 
Mrs.  Sparks  is  still  living  in  Belton  and  by  her 
marriage  she  became  the  mother  of  nine  chil- 
dren, four  sons  and  five  daughters,  all  of  whom 
are  now  living  with  the  exception  of  one  son. 

Dr.  George  Sparks,  whose  name  introduces 
this  review,  was  born  upon  the  old  homestead 
in  Bell  countyq  Texas,  where  he  also  spent  his 
IxA  licKxi  days.  He  earh-  learned  to  ride  a horse 
and  care  for  the  cattle  on  his  father’s  ranch. 


MR.  AND  MRS.  JOHN  MOORE 


HISTORY  OF  NORTH  AND  WEST  TEXAS. 


391 


He  attended  the  country  schools  of  the  neigh- 
borhood and  afterward  contimied  his  studies 
in  Belton  until  sixteen  or  seventeen  years  of 
age,  subsequent  to  which  time  he  became 
a student  in  Centenary  College  at  Campasas, 
Texas,  where  he  remained  for  three  years. 
Having  determined  upon  a professional  career, 
in  1891,  he  entered  the  medical  department  of 
the  Universit}'  of  Texas  at  Galveston  and  after 
a thorough  course  was  graduated  from  that 
institution  in  the  class  of  1894.  He  serv'ed 
for  one  year  as  house  physician  in  the  John 
Sealy  Hospital  at  Galveston  and  has  been  in 
the  active  practice  of  his  profession  at  Bel- 
ton and  Sweetwater  up  to  the  present  time, 
having  located  in  the  latter  city  in  Februarvq 
1899.  Here  his  ability  soon  won  ready  recog- 
nition in  a liberal  patronage  as  he  demonstfat- 
ed  his  ability  to  successfully  cope  with  the  in- 
tricate problems  that  continually  confront  the 
physician  in  his  efforts  to  restore  health  and 
alleviate  suffering. 

Dr.  Sparks  was  married  first  in  1896  to  Miss 
Bernice  Brooker  of  Rogers,  Bell  county, 
Texas,  but  she  lived  for  only  about  a year  after 
their  marriage  and  in  1901  he  w'edded  his  pres- 
ent wdfe,  who  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Maude 
Whitaker.  Dr.  Sparks  and  his  wife  occupy  a 
very  enviable  position  in  social  circles  here 
and  their  own  home  is  noted  for  its  generous 
and  attractive  hospitality.  The  doctor  is  a 
member  of  the  Masonic  lodge  in  Sweetwater 
and  in  the  line  of  his  profes.sion  is  connected  with 
the  Nolan  County  Medical  Society,  the  West 
Texas  and  Pacific  District  Medical  Society  and 
the  Texas  State  Medical  Association.  While 
a young  man,  he  has  already  won  prominence 
as  a leading  physician  of  Sweetwater,  and 
among  his  patrons  are  numbered  some  of  the 
best  families  in  this  section  of  the  state.  He  is 
an  earnest  and  discriminating  student  and 
keeps  in  touch  with  modern  research  in  the 
medical  world. 

JOHN  MOORE,  working  as  a farm  hand 
in  his  youth,  thus  laid  the  foundation  for  the 
success  which  he  is  now  enjoying.  A life  of 
industry  has  been  crowned  with  a satisfactory 
financial  reward  and  he  is  now'^  accountea  one 
of  the  leading  farmers  and  stock-raisers  of 
Wichita  county,  where  he  has  made  his  home 
since  1889.  His  birth  occurred  in  Madison 
county,  Illinois,  in  July,  1850,  his  parents  be- 
ing Major  Franklin  and  Talitha  (Elliott) 
Moore.  His  paternal  grandfather,  Abel  Moore, 
was  one  of  the  pioneer  settlers  of  Illinois,  locat- 
ing in  Madison  county  in  the  early'  days  of  its 


development.  He  and  his  family  made  ar- 
rangements to  join  an  expedition  that  was  or- 
ganized in  Kentucky  for  the  purpose  of  found- 
ing a town  in  Missouri.  The  project  was  fos- 
tered by  Daniel  Boone  and  the  new  town  was 
to  be  called  Boonville,  Abel  Moore  and  his 
family,  on  their  way  to  join  this  colony',  stopped 
in  Illinois  at  a point  opposite  the  mouth  of  the 
Missouri  river,  which  had  been  agreed  upon  as 
a meeting  place  with  others  who  were  to  join 
them,  but  after  waiting  for  several  months  and 
vainly  looking  for  his  friends.  Mr.  Moore  de- 
cided tliat  he  would  locate  in  Madison  county. 
Illinois  was  then  a territory'  and  much  of  its 
land  was  still  in  possession  of  the  govern- 
ment. Mr.  i\I(X)re  secured  a claim  ami  devel- 
oped a farm  which  is  still  in  possession  of 
his  descendants.  He  took  an  active  and  help- 
ful part  in  the  W'ork  of  early  improvement  and 
progress  there,  and  his  name  is  indelibly'  in- 
scribed on  the  pages  of  the  pioneer  history 
oi  Madison  county'. 

'It  was  upon  the  old  homestead  there  that 
iVfajor  Franklin  Moore  was  born  and  reared, 
aiding  in  the  arduous  task  of  developing  new 
land  and  transforming  the  w'ild  prairie  into 
richly'  productive  fields.  He  built  a house  of 
bark  which  became  a notable  historic  place  in 
Madison  county'  and  for  many'  y'ears  he  carried 
on  agricultural  pursuits.  At  the  outbreak  of 
the  Civil  War  he  organized  a cavalry  company 
at  Upper  Alton,  became  its  captain  and  was 
afterward  promoted  to  the  rank  of  major.  He 
was  engaged  in  active  service  throughout  the 
war  and  after  its  close  he  was  one  of  those  chos- 
en to  re-establish  the  Forts  in  Texas  along  the 
Rio  Grande  river,  and  therefore  was  not  mus- 
tered out  of  the  service  until  the  close  of  the 
year  1865.  tie  made  his  home  in  Upper  Alton 
until  July'  12,  1005,  when  he  was  called  to  his 
final  rest.  His  wife,  who  was  born  in  Knox- 
ville-, Tennessee,  died  in  1872. 

John  Moore  spent  the  days  of  his  boyhood 
and  youth  under  the  parental  roof,  was  edu- 
cated in  the  public  schools  and  was  trained  to 
habits  of  industry  and  economy  upcni  the  home 
farm.  He  started  out  in  life  cm  his  own  ac- 
count at  the  age  of  tw'cnty-two  vears  by  secur- 
ing a tract  of  land  in  Sladison  county,  Illi- 
nois, upon  which  he  engaged  in  farming  for 
tw'o  y'cars.  On  the  e.xpiration  of  that  period 
he  took  a trij)  to  California  and  Oregon,  re- 
maining on  the  coast  for  two  years,  and  in 
February,  187(1,  he  came  to  Texas,  purchasing 
land  in  Kaufman  county,  about  five  miles  south- 
east of  Forney'.  There  Mr.  Moore  remained  un- 
til 18Sf),  when  he  removed  to  Wichita  county, 
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'.vhcre  Ik  lia>  miicc  made  his  home,  devoting 
his  Umc  and  energies  to  the  raising  ut  grain 
and  slock,  in  w hich  he  lias  been  very  success- 
ful, His  place  comprises  six  hundred  and  for- 
ty acres  and  is  pleasantly  located  about  .seven 
niile^  north  of  Wichita  Falls.  The  land  is  well 
adapted  to  the  purposes  for  which  it  is  used 
and  he  secures  good  crops  and  annually  sends 
to  the  market  many  head  of  cattle,  so  that  hi.s 
sale.s  return  to  him  a very  dc.sirable  income. 

Mr.  Aloore  was  married  in  Kaufman  county, 
Texas,  in  July.  IbH,  to  Miss  Sarah  I.  Daugher- 
ty, a representative  of  one  of  the  old  families 
there.  They  have  .seven  children  : Mrs.  Nel- 

lie Sides.  James  F.,  Amy,  Cila  Abel,  Sidney, 
•St  bil  and  Hazel ; the  mother  died  IMarch  30, 
1902.  The  family  is  well  known  in  Wdchita 
county  and  the  members  c»f  the  household  have 
many  friends  in  this  part  of  the  state.  Mr. 
Moore  belongs  to  the  Odd  Fellows  lodge  at 
\\  ichita  Falls,  was  one  of  its  organizers  and 
has  filled  some  of  its  chairs.  His  life  has  been 
one  of  untiring  activity  and  his  perseverance, 
diligence  and  capable  management,  form  the 
secrel  of  the  success  which  lias  crowned  his 
labors. 

WILL  SITTII  is  a typical  American  busi- 
ness man,  alert,  enterprising  and  progressive, 
and  his  history  is  notable  in  that  he  ow'cs  his 
advancement  entirely'  to  his  own  efforts.  Not 
only  his  financial  success  Init  his  education 
has  been  acquired  tlirough  his  own  efforts  and 
his  life  record  proves  the  \ alue  and  the  sure  re- 
ward of  character.  Forty  years  ago  he  came 
to  Texas  when  there  tvere  no  railroads  in  the 
state,  except  a little  spur  of  the  Galveston, 
Houston  and  .San  .Antonio  line,  running  he- 
tweeri  Gahestnn.  Harrisburg  and  Houston. 
His  parents  were  Richard  M.  and  Harriet  C. 
( I'urguson)  Stith.  I'hc  maternal  grandpar- 
ents lived  at  iUoiint  Sterling,  Kentucky.  The 
grandfather  owned  the  site  upon  which  the 
city  has  been  built.  Mrs.  Stith  was  bom 
in  Kentuck}'  and  Richard  AT  Stith  was  also 
a native  of  that  state,  although  his  parents 
were  Virginians.  They  liecame  the  parents  of 
ten  children,  altiiough  several  of  the  family 
died  in  childhood.  riie  year  tSGg  witnes-  ,*d 
their  arrival  in  Texas. 

b’ichard  AL  Stilli,  tlie  father,  was  a soldier 
in  the  Confederate  army  under  General  Price 
and  at  the  dose  of  the  war  he,  with  others, 
'.vas  induced  to  join  1’rice  on  a trip  to  Alexico, 
bill  on  riaching  San  Antonio,  Texas.  Air.  Stith 
decided  to  remain  there  and  did  so  until  the 
occupation  of  the  city  by  b'cderal  troops,  when 


he  removed  to  (jalveston,  where  he  made  his 
home  until  his  death,  which  occurred  in  i866. 
Galveston  was  a mere  village  when  he  located 
there,  but  it  has  grown  from  a small  place  to 
a city  with  brick  buildings,  pavements  and 
other  modern  improvements. 

\A  ill  Stith  was  born  in  Jackson  county,  Alis- 
souri,  April  24,  1856,  liut  the  familv  were  driv- 
en out  of  the  country  by  Ouantrcll  and  his 
men,  who  hid  in  the  hills  in  that  part  of  the 
state.  His  boyhood  day's  were  therefore  passed 
in  Galveston,  the  family  taking  refuge  in  that 
city,  and  he  acquired  his  education  in  the  face 
of  many  difficulties,  earning  the  money  which 
enabled  him  to  pursue  his  studies  in  private 
schools  of  that  city'  until  he  was  fifteen  y'ears 
of  age.  He  afterward  engaged  in  clerking  in 
a wholesale  and  retail  grocery  house  for  eight 
years  and  during  that  time,  ambitious  to  obtain 
a good  education,  he  attended  school  at  night, 
becoming  a student  in  a commercial  college. 
Later  he  obtained  a jiosition  as  bookkeeper 
with  the  firm  of  Clark  & Courts,  opening  for 
them  their  first  set  of  books.  They  were  sta- 
tioners and  printers  and  with  them  he  remained 
for  eiglit  3’cars,  when  becoming  tired- of  work- 
ing on  a salarv  and  seeing  that  advancement 
in  that  way  could  come  but  slotvh',  he  resolved 
to  engage  in  business  for  himself  and  removed 
to  Abilene. 

Here  Air.  Stith  turned  his  attention  to  the 
real  estate  and  insurance  business,  in  which  he 
has  since  been  engaged,  being  now  the  senior 
partner  of  the  firm  of  Will  Stith  Sc  Company'. 
They  have  a large  clientage  and  do  a gratify'- 
ing  business  in  lioth  departments,  the  firm  be- 
ing a strong  and  reliable  one,  their  name  hav- 
ing hecomc  a synonym  for  honesty  and  square 
dealing.  They  transact  a business  equalled  by' 
few  firms  or  individuals  in  their  line  in  Aliilene 
and  their  efforts  in  the  sale  of  property'  have 
contributed  iii  stibstantial  measure  to  the  im- 
pro'  ement  of  the  city.  Air.  Stith  is  decidedly' 
a man  of  affairs.  One  cannot  be  in  his  pres- 
ence long  without  feeling  his  alert,  energetic 
manner.  He  has  the  ability  to  quickly  rec- 
ognize an  opportunity'  and  to  utilize  it,  and 
furtbermore  he  has  made  for  himself  an  hon- 
ored name  in  connection  with  all  business  tran- 
sactions. In  addition  to  his  bu.siness  in  Abi- 
lene, be  has  for  a few  years  owned  an  interest 
in  a cattle  ranch  in  El  Pa.so  county,  Texas. 

Air.  Stith  was  married,  in  1887,  to  Aliss 
Eula  P.  Thompson,  of  Chapel  Hill,  W ashing- 
ton county,  this  state.  He  belongs  to  the  Epis- 
copal cliurch  although  he  w as  reared  a Alcthodist, 
and  he  is  a member  of  the  Star  of  the  W'est  Lodge 
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No.  43,  K.  of  P.,  of  Abilene,  in  which  he  has 
filled  all  the  chairs.  He  is  indeed  a self-made 
man.  Thrown  upon  his  own  resources  at  a 
very  early  age  through  the  exigencies  of  the 
war,  maintaining  his  own  support  while  at- 
tending school,  he  has  in  the  business  world 
constantly  worked  his’’  way  upward  from  the 
ranks  of  the  many'  to  stand  among  the  success- 
ful few,  following  methods  that  neither  seek 
nor  require  disguise,  and  at  the  same  tirne 
making  steady  and  definite  progress  tow'ard 
that  SUCCCS.S  which  is  the  goal  of  all  business 
endeavor. 

H.  R.-  WOOD,  who  since  1886  has  perman- 
ently' resided  in  El  Paso  and  for  sixteen  years 
has  been  engaged  in  the  real  estate  and  insur- 
ance business,  is  a native  son  of  Texas,  his 
birth  having  occurred  in  Galveston,  May'  31, 
1857.  His  parents  W'ere  Edward  S.  and  Anne 
Eliza  (Otterside)  Wood.  The  father  w'as  born 
in  New  Jersey  but  was  reared  in  Virginia, 
from  which  state  he  came  in  the  early  ’30s 
to  the  Texas  country,  then  a part  of  Mexico. 
He  located  at  Brazoria  and  afterward  removed 
to  Galveston,  taking  an  active  part  in  the  war 
for  independence  which  culminated  in  1836 
in  the  establishment  of  the  Republic  of  Texas. 
He  became  one  of  General  Sam  Houston’s 
friends  and  associates  in  shaping  the  affairs 
of  the  new  republic  and  his  name  is  inseparably 
interwoven  with  the  events  of  that  period.  At 
Galveston  he  embarked  in  merchandising  and 
became  a prominent  business  man  of  that  city, 
taking  an  active  and  helpful  part  in  promoting 
the  commercial  prosperity,  of  the  Texas  sea- 
port. In  that  day  before  the  advent  of  rail- 
roads Galveston  was  a supply  point  for  the 
entire  state  of  Texas  and  the  only  wholesale 
center  in  the  state.  Edward  S.  Wood  con- 
tinued a resident  of  that  city  until  1878,  when 
he  departed  this  life.  He  was  the  president  of 
the  Society  of  Veterans  of  the  Te.xas  Revolu- 
tion and  was  a prominent  and  influential  resi- 
dent of  the  eastern  part  of  the  state.  His  wife 
who  was  born  in  Philadelphia,  was  reared  and 
educated  in  Portsmouth,  Virginia.  She  w'as 
descended  from  an  old  English  family. 

H.  R.  Wood  spent  his  youth  in  the  city  of  his 
nativity,  where  he  attended  school  and  early 
entered  mercantile  life,  being  first  associated 
with  his  father,  while  later  he  engaged  in  mer- 
chandising on  his  own  account.  He  made  a 
trip  to  El  Paso  in  1882  and  in  1886  returned  to 
make  his  home  permanently  in  this  city'.  Here 
he  established  a store  and  carried  on  general 
mercantile  pursuits  until  1889,  when  he  sold 


out  and  opene<l  a real  estate  and  in>urance  of- 
fice. In  this  business  he  has  since  engaged  and 
he  has  taken  an  active  and  helpful  part  in  the 
upbuilding  and  improvement  of  the  city.  Ne- 
gotiating many  important  realty  transfers,  he 
has  thus  been  a direct  factor  in  the  improve- 
ment of  Ei  Paso  and  his  efforts  have  ever  been 
exerted  for  the  benefit  of  this  part  of  the  state, 
for  he  stands  as  the  champion  of  progress,  re- 
form and  improvement. 

Mr.  Wood  was  married  in  the  city  of  Hous- 
ton to  Miss  Madeline  B.  Crosby,  a daughter 
of  J.  Fraser  Crosby,  now  deceased,  who  was  a 
prominent  character  not  only  in  the  early  his- 
tory of  El  Paso,  where  he  located  in  pioneer 
limes,  but  in  the  state  of  Texas  as  well.  He 
was  a veteran  of  the  Civil  war  ami  made  a rep- 
utation as  a gallant  soldier  and  prominent  law'- 
yer  of  .slate-wide  reputation  and  a judge  of 
scholarly  attainments  w'ho  on  the  bench  made 
a splendid  record. 

JAMES  M.  WHITE,  labor  contractor  in  El 
Paso,  is  a native  of  Wilkinson  county,  Missis- 
sippi, his  birthplace  being  near  the  historic 
tavern  of  Cold  Springs,  while  his  natal  day 
was  October  16,  1864.  He  is  a son  of  William 
D.  and  Rebecca  (Ross)  White.  The  father 
W'as  born  at  Cold  Springs,  June  15,  t8ii,  and 
reached  the  age  of  seventy-eight  years,  passing 
away  on  the  12th  of  December,  1889.  The 
White  homestead  was  located  near  the  old 
.Spanish  trail  leading  from  New  Orleans  to  St. 
f-onis.  The  father  w'as  a man  of  exceptionally 
fine  character  and  of  marked  inlluence  in  his 
community  and  left  the  impress  of  his  individu- 
ality for  good  upon  the  public  life  of  Wilkinson 
county. 

Mr.  While  of  this  review'  enjoy's  the  distinc- 
tion of  being  the  grandson  of  a Revolutionary- 
soldier,  Andrew  White,  w'ho  was  horn  in 
Wales  in  1760,  and  when  four  years  of  age 
W'as  brought  by  his  parents  to  America,  settling  in 
Delaw’arc.  In  1777,  then  a youth  of  seventeen 
years,  he  joined  the  Coiitiiieutal  army  ,and  was 
twice  wounded  during  the  war  for  independence, 
sustaining  one  wound  at  Saratoga,  He  served 
under  General  Gates  and  General  Morgan  and 
after  the  war  became  one  of  the  pioneei-  settlers 
of  Kentucky  and  Tennessee,  contributing  in 
substantial  measure  to  the  development  and 
jirogress  of  those  states.  In  i8oo  he  located  at 
Natchez.  Mississipjii,  and  again  figured  in  con- 
nection with  a movement  of  liberty',  assisting 
in  subjugating  the  Sfianiards  there,  i le  was  a 
gunsmith  and  blacksmith  by  trade  and  built 
and  conducted  a shop  at  Natchez,  wheTe  he  re- 
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!iiaine([  in  business  until  i8o8,  when  he  settled 
in  W ilkinson  county,  Mississippi,  near  Cold 
Springs.  There  he  established  the  home  in 
which  his  son  and  grandson  were  born.  In 
1800  he  married  IMis.s  Mary  Dorman,  an,d  to 
them  were  born  fourteen  children,  of  whom 
W illiam  D.  White  was  the  third  son  and  fifth 
child.  Again  Andrew  White  rendered  military 
aid.  becoming  a member  of  Jackson's  famous 
Silver  Grays,  with  which  he  particijiated  in 
the  battle  of  New  Orleans  in  1815.  Two  of  his 
sons  served  in  the  Texas  war  for  Independence 
in  i83t)  and  three  of  his  grandsons  were  sol- 
diers of  the  Confederate  army  in  the  Civil  war, 
so  that  the  family  has  made  a sjilendid  record 
for  bravery  upon  the  field  of  battle.  Andrew 
White  carried  twenty-one  scars,  some  of  which 
were  received  on  the  battle-field,  while  others 
were  caused  by  the  attacks  of  wild  beasts,  for 
he  was  a great  hunter  in  his  day.  He  was  a 
man  Of  commanding  presence,  being  over  six 
feet  in  height,  and  was  a notable  figure  in  the 
history  of  several  states,  while  his  life  record 
if  written  in  detail  would  furnish  many  a thrill- 
ing chaper  showing  that  “truth  is  stranger 
than  fiction.’’  The  mother  of  our  subject  was 
born  in  Scotland  and  died  at  the  old  home  in 
Mississippi  in  1870. 

fames  M.  M'hite,  one  of  a family  of  twelve 
cliildren,  acciuircd  the  greater  part  of  his  learn- 
ing while  sitting  on  the  floor  reading  by  the 
light  of  a pine-torch.  At  the  age  of  thirteen 
years  he  entered  the  printing  office  of  his 
?mother-in-law  at  ^^'oodville  and  learned  the 
printer’s  trade,  fn  1884  he  came  to  the  west 
and  until  recent  years  has  been  engaged  in 
journalistic  work,  having  been  a newspaper 
publisher  in  the  Indian  Territory,  Texas,  Ari- 
zona, California  and  New  Mexico.  Most  of 
this  time  he  has  been  on  the  frontier  and  he 
has  hail  many  of  the  evciting  adventures  which 
have  attended  newspaper  publication  in  a new 
countrv  . For  a lime  he  was  in  the  federal  serv- 
ice iti  the  Indian  Territory,  being  posseman  to 
a Ignited  States  deputy  marshal  in  the  Choctaw 
Nation.  It  was  Mr.  White  who  made  the 
famous  capture  of  the  noted  “witch  killer,’’ 
Solomon  Hotena.  It  was  also  Mr.  W’hite  who 
served  the  famous  writ  of  habeas  corpus  just 
previous  tci  the  execution  of  the  murderer, 
Goings,  at  \likchi  in  the  Choctaw  Nation,  July 
t.k  1800,  Goings  being  the  last  m;m  to  be  exe- 
cuted under  the  Choctaw  Indian  law.  His 
condcrnn.ation  whereby  he  w.as  to  be  executed 
by  the  t'hnctaw  Indian  court  was  held  to  be  il- 
legal b\  the  fevleral  court  at  Antlers  and  tlie 


habeas  corpus  issued  bv^  the  federal  court  and 
directed  to  the  Tnditin  sheriff  of  Eagle  county 
was  served  by  Mr.  While,  but  without  effect, 
as  the  prisoner  was  shot  according  to  the  rul- 
ings of  the  Indian  tribunal. 

About  three  years  ago  Mr.  White  returned 
to  El  I’aso  to  locate  permanently.  He  had  pre- 
viously spent  several  years  here,  during  which 
time  he  was  connected  with  the  El  Paso 
Times.  During  his  residence  in  Texas  he  also 
worked  for  the  old  Dallas  Herald  and  at  one 
time  wa.s  one  of  the  proprietors  of  tlie  Mexia 
Ledger.  He  <lid  a fjencficient  piece  of  jour- 
nalistic work  while  jTublisher  of  a paper  at  Cad- 
do, Indian  Territory,  for  through  the  agency  of 
the  paper  he  broke  up  and  ran  out  of  town  a 
\ erv'  undesirable  hoodlum  population  that  was 
largeh'  controlling  affairs  there  in  1897.  Mr. 
White  is  now  engaged  as  emploj^ment  agent 
in  b'.l  Paso  and  has  other  interests  here.  The 
<lays  of  chivalry  and  knighthood  in  Europe 
cannot  furnish  more  interesting  or  romantic 
tales  tlian  our  own  western  history.  Into  the 
wild  mountain  fastnesses  and  upon  the  great 
plains  of  the  unexplored  west  went  brav^e  men 
whose  courage  was  often  called  forth  in  en- 
counters with  the  hostile  Indians.  The  land 
was  rich  in  all  natural  resources  and  awaited 
the  demands  of  the  white  race  to  yield  up  its 
treasures,  but  there  were  many  difficulties  to 
be  mot,  far  from  the  confines  of  civilization, 
and  the  Indians  also  resented  the  encroach- 
ment t>f  the  pale  faces  upon  their  hunting 
grounds.  'I'he  establishment  of  homes  in  the 
beautiful  southwest  regioji  therefore,  meant 
hard.'-hips  and  oftentimes  death,  but  brave  men 
undertook  the  task  of  reclaiming  the ' district 
fur  the  purposes  of  civilization  and  today 
Western  Texas  has  become  a thickly  settled 
district  improved  with  all  the  business  inter- 
ests and  enterprises  known  to  older  sections 
of  the  country.  No  story  of  fiction  contains 
more  exciting  chapters  than  may  be  found  in 
the  life  record  of  Mr.  White  but  space  forbids  an 
extended  account  here. 

J.VMES  CHESTER  G.ANN.  The  lapse  of 
time  and  the  spending  of  much  energy  has  ac- 
coitiplished  a revolution  in  the  affairs  of  James 
C.  Gann  within  the  past  twenty-five  3’ears. 
Since  the  year  1881  his  efforts  as  a farmer  have 
brought  him  from  a position  of  semi-mendi- 
cancy to  one  of  absolute  independence  and  it 
is  as  a tiller  of  the  W'isc  county  soil  that  these 
results  have  been  attained.  Industrious  and 
thrifty  as  a citizen,  a sincere  and  earnest  man 
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with  Christian  thought  and  practice,  his,  life 
and  achievements  are  as  a shaft  indicating  the 
way  to  those  seeking  guidance  in  the  future. 

When  Mr.  Gann  drove  into  Wise  .county  it 
was  with  a pony  team  and  wagon,  laden  w'ith 
his  few  household  effects  and  his  family,  and 
about  tw’o  hundred  dollars  in  cash  .stood  be- 
tween himself  and  real  necessity.  He  made  a 
payment  on  the  one  hundred  acres  of  land  he 
bought  in  the  woods  north  of  Chico  and  lioused 
his  family  in  the  wagon  while  he  w'as  getting 
his  cabin  read}^  for  their  reception.  His  pio- 
neer cottage  was  twelve  by  fourteen  feet  with 
a side  room,  and  built  of  logs,  and  it  served 
hinj,  with  occasional  attempts  at  repair,  until 
1893,  w'hen  the  commodious  and  attractive  resi- 
dence of  today  was  erected  and  its  worthy 
occupants  permanently  installed. 

Clearing  the  timber  and  brush  was  the  first 
act  which  led  to  the  opening’ of  a field  and  the 
annual  planting  and  sprouting  and  “stumping” 
took  place  until  only  a spot  of  forest  is  here 
and  there  visible  where  once  was  nature’s  wdl- 
derness  of  wood.  .Although  cotton  and  corn 
raising  has  brought  him  a Suh.stantial  surplus 
from  year  to  3^ear,  not  all  of  his  energy  has 
been  saved,  for  misfortune  has  occasionalh' 
knocked  at  his  door  .at  the  sacrifice  of  a horse 
or  a COW'  or  a swine  until  hundreds  of  dollars 
have  probabh'  been  thus  lost.  His  surplus 
pro.sjrerity  he  has  invested  in  additions  to  his 
farm  and  now  four  hundred  and  twenty-five 
acres  are  listed  to  him  for  taxes  instead  of  tlie 
hundred  acre  homestead  as  of  old. 

Cooke  county  gave  James  C.  Gann  as  a por- 
tion of  Her  quota  to  Wise  co'unty’s  settlement. 
About  twenty  miles  northeast  of  Gainesville 
his  parents  settled  in  Januarj',  1870,  emigrating 
from  Cherokee  countj\  where  our  subject  was 
born  on  tlie  15th  of  March,  1859.  His  father. 
Sampson  M.  Gann,  was  born  in  Washington 
county,  Tennessee,  August  ii,  1823,  and,  in 
1853,  brought  his  family  westward  to  the  Lone 
Star  statfe  and,  for  a time,  resided  in  Harrison 
county,  then  moved  to  Cherokee  and  finally 
to  Cooke  county.  He  made  a success  of  his 
efforts  as  a farmer,  made  a good  property  and 
dijdded  the  bulk  of  it  among  his  children  while 
he  3'et  lived.  During  the  Civil  war  he  was  in 
the  employ  of  the  Confederacy  as  a hatter,  hav- 
having  a shop  on  his  farm  and  selling  the  prod- 
uct of  his  shop  to  the  government  as  head- 
gear  for  the  southern  soldier.  In  politics  be 
maintained  him.self  a Democrat,  served  as  a 
justice  of  the  peace  in  Cherokee  county,  and 
is  passing  his  years  of  rapid  decline  near  the 
scenes  of  his  late  vigorous  life. 


Sampson  il.  Gann  w-as  a .son  of  Marion 
Gann,  a .vrldier  of  the  Revolutionary  war,  a 
farmer  and  a man  w'ho  reared  a large  family 
of  children  by  two  successive  marriages.  ]\Iany 
of  his  children  came  to  Texas  and  their  de- 
•sceridants  are  sc.attered  about  over  many  coun- 
ties of  the  state  today.  Mary  A.  Good  became 
the  wdfc  of  S.  M.  Gann.  Her  people  were  old 
Tennesseeans  and  her  father  was  Manuel 
Good.  The  Ganns  were  .Scotch-Irish  in  origin 
w'hile  the  Goods  claim  the  Dutch  l)lood.  In 
1895  Gann  died  at  seventj'  years  of  age, 

having  been  the  mother  of:  Margaret  P.,  who 
married  W.  H.  Rogers  and  died  in  Wi.se  coun- 
ty; Sarah  J.,  who  married  J.  S.  W'allace  and 
died  near  De.xtcr ; IMary  M.,  deceased  wife  of 
A.  J.  Odom,  of  Indian  Territory;  Mcli.-sa  C., 
wife  of  J.  M.  Conaw’ay,  died  in  Wise  county; 
Nathan  M.,  of  Cooke  county ; Susan  M.,  wife 
of  J.  S'.  Wallace,  of  Wise  coinitt';  Rachel  T., 
wife  of  Bud  W’est,  of  Indian  Territory.  James 
C.,  of  this  notice ; Phebe  A.,  wife  of  J.  W.  St, id- 
ler. of  Troop.  Te.xas;  Emma  C.,  who  married 
F.  P.  Blair,  of  Cooke  county  and  Rebecca, 
wife  of  J.  I\I.  Conawav,  of  Cooke  county. 
Te.xas. 

James  C.  Gann,  came  to  maturity  largely  on 
the  frontier  and  he  joined  it  .again  when  he  took 
up  his  residence  in  Wise  county.  His  educa- 
tion W'as  obtained  from  the  country  districts 
and  he  made  his  parents’  home  his  own  until 
his  marriage,  September  15.  1881.  His  wife 
was  Susan  E.  Coats,  a daughter  of  Needham 
Coats,  wdio  came  to  Te.xas  from  Tennessee  l>e- 
fttre  the  Civil  war.  Mr.  Coats  married  Miss 
M.  A.  Speer  of  Smith  county,  ami  IMrs.  Gann 
was  born  in  Smith  county',  Texas.  September 
26,  1858.  She  and  her  husband  have  children : 
Datus,  Lonzo,  Bulah  A.,  George  and  Ola  M. 

While  Mr.  Gann  has  been  passing  an  active 
and  useful  life  be  has  not  devoted  any'  time 
to  politics  but  has  encouraged  and  promoted 
a higher  moral  sentiment  and  fostered  Chris- 
tian and  pious  sentiments  in  his  household. 
He  is  strongly  favorable  to  national  prohibi- 
tion and  believes  in  the  doctrine  of  tlie  Mission- 
ary' Baptists  as  promulgated  by'  tlicir  organic 
law'. 

M.ARION  GREEN.  Fortune  has  ever  fa- 
vored those  who  put  forth  systematic  and  per- 
sistent effort  in  whatever  field  of  legitimate  en- 
deavor and  the  farmer,  as  tlic  man  of  com- 
merce, who  nawgate.s  a craft  with  a safe  rud- 
der and  a strong  sail  weathers  every'  gale  and 
“brings  to”  with  his  cargo  unimpaired.  Figura- 
tive though  this  declaration  is,  it  applies  with 
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force  to  the  gentleman  in  the  inlroiluctioii  of 
this  review,  whose  steady  growth  and  final 
reacliing  of  the  goal  of  substantial  success  has 
followed  in  the  footsteps  of  tho.se  who  have 
blaaed  the  trees  and  exposed  the  landmarks 
along  the  highway  of  victory'.  Marioti  Green 
has  never  ceased  to  labfir  and  although  wealth 
has  not  amassed  itself  on  his  hands  lavishly  his 
constant  digging  in  the  soil  has  placed  him  in 
view  of  the  “home  stake"  marking  the  end  of 
the  course  of  his  race  with  fate. 

Allhoug’h  a citizen  of  'J'exas  for  the  past 
thirty-one  years  Mr.  Green  has  added  his  pres- 
ence to  the  rural  community  t)f  Wise  county 
only  since  the  year  1890  and  in  these  fifteen 
y'ears  has  his  financial  victory  been  chieily'  won. 
He  turned  the  soil  of  Grajson,  Hunt  and  Pan- 
ola counties,  respectively.  ]>rior  to  his  advent 
to  Wise  aiul  it  was  in  the  last  named  county' 
that  he  first  established  himself  when  received 
as  a citizen  by  the  Lone  Star  state.  He  left  his 
native  county'  nf  Conecuh,  in  Alabama,  at 
tw’enty  }ears  of  age,  and  fanned  a y'ear  each 
in  t 'hoctaw  counties,  Alabama  and  Mississippi, 
lie  had  obtained  no  education  worth  the  name, 
and  a body'  filled  with  industry'  was  all  the 
capital  he  possessed.  W'hen  nothing  l)etter 
ofl  ered  he  sold  it  in  the  labcir  markets  and  used 
its  earnings  toward  placing  himself  wdiere  he 
ccmld,  exenlually  . maintain  himself  as  an  inde- 
pendent farmer.  In  addition  to  the  counties 
abor  e named  he  also  passed  a few  years  in  Col- 
lin and  Denton,  subsequent  to  his  marriage,  and 
it  was  from  the  latter  county'  that  he  crossed 
the  line  into  \\  ise. 

The  nucleus  of  his  present  farm  embraced 
ninety  acres  of  the  Margaret  Swift  survey,  but 
his  two  Imndred  and  forty'  acre  tract  was  com- 
pleted by  additions  from  the  Anderson  and  Moore 
sur\  eys.  \\  ith  it  all  under  fence  and  in  culti- 
\,'iiion  he  is  among  the  large  farmers  of  his 
locality'.  His  improvements  are  modern  and 
permanent  and  his  premises  attractive  and  few 
lionies  older  greater  sati.sfaction  and  content- 
ment to  their  owner  than  liis. 

i\]aririn  Green  was  born  July  12.  185?.  and 
w.as  a sou  of  Chri<^topher  C.  V\  . Clreen,  a farmer 
;inil  a native  of  the  same  county  and  slate.  His 
fatln  r wa-,  born  in  ISIS  and  died  wdiete  he  had 
ii\’ed.  in  ls8.">.  He  was  a son  of  John  Green  who 
was  boni  ill  South  Carolina,  migrated  to  Geor- 
gia m earlv  life  and  finally  settlt-d  in  Conecuh 
county  , Alabama,  where  he  i)assed  away  about 
iSRg.  'I'he  family  is  a di>luiguished  one  of 
colonial  times  and  .some  of  its  sons  fought  in 
tlic  patriotic  armies  of  the  .\nierican  Revolu- 
tion. Chrislopiier  Colimdius  W,  Green,  great- 


grandfiather  of  our  subject  was  one  of  these 
and  he  was  under  General  Nathaniel  Green,  a 
relative  and  the  hero  of  the  battle  of  Guilford 
Court  House  and  of  a masterly'  retreat  through 
\ irginia  during  that  war. 

John  Green  married  Jane  Jones  and  was  the 
father  of  seven  sons  and  as  many  daughters. 
He  accompanied  his  patriot  father  from  South 
Carolina  to  Macon.  Georgia,  near  which  place 
the  old  Arirginian  lies  buried.  Christopher  C. 
W.  Green,  one  of  his  sons,  married  Frances 
Watson,  a daughter  of  George  A\  atson.  who, 
with  five  brothers,  was  an  Indian  fighter  of  tlie 
early'  day  s and  all  but  two  of  whom  were  slain 
by  the  red  man’s  hand.  The  issue  of  this  mar- 
riage were:  Thomas  L.,  wdio  was  killed  in  the 
Sctcn  Days’  fight  in  the  Civil  War;  Alexander 
H.,  of  Pensacola,  Florida;  Narcissa,  Susana  and 
George,  who  passed  away'  unmarried;  Marion, 
of  this  sketch  ; John  C.,  of  Florida ; Elizabeth, 
deceased,  single,  the  youngest  of  the  list.  Mrs. 
Green  died  in  1871  and  her  husband  took  a 
second  wife,  nee  Jane  Rhoades,  who  bore  him 
several  children,  now'  y'oung  men  and  women 
in  .Alabama. 

C.  C.  W.  Green,  Jr.,  was  a farmer  in  comfort- 
able circumstances  and  a citizen  of  standing  in 
his  county'.  He  was  reared  a Democrat  and^ 
beliet  ed  in  the  justice  of  the  c.ausc  of  secession 
and  filled  a place  in  the  ranks  of  the  Home 
Guard  during  the  Confederate  war. 

Alarion  Green  was  a single  man  when  he 
reached  Gray.son  county,  but  November.  1876, 
he  married  there,  Alargarct,  a daughter  of 
Charles  Reddell,  a native  of  tlie  state  of  Arkan- 
sas. I the  issue  of  this  union,  Frank  married 
Lue  Morgan  and  resides  in  Denton  county;  C. 
W.  married  Eva  AlcNeal,  and  owns  a farm 
joining  his  parents’:  William  A.  still  abides 
with  his  parents;  Fannie  was  the  w'ifc  of  \\  . L. 
WTight  and  died  in  October,  190-5,  and  Ida  P. 
married  Ellis  Smith  : Thomas.  I.illie  A.,  Robert, 
Monroe,  George  Homer  and  Grady'  Cordell 
comprise  the  Rooscvcliian  family'.  Air.  Green 
is  a Methodist  and  his  wife  a Baptist.  Dem- 
ocracy' is  the  political  watchword  of  the  whole 
family. 

J.AMES  B.  DUNN.  A striking  example 
of  what  industry,  coupled  with  a tenacious  ad- 
herence to  well-laid  plans  and  possession  of 
acute  business  foresight,  will  accomplish  when 
aj)plieil  to  agriculture  and  the  general  activities 
of  the  farm  is  seen  in  the  brief  life  record  of 
James  B.  Dunn,  the  subject  of  thi.s  notice. 
Few  men  have  undertaken  the  battle  for  finan- 
cial independence  with  less  capital  or  with 
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jK)orer  prospects  of  success,  and  yet  he  actually 
carv'cd  out  his  own  opportunities  and  turned 
them  to  his  advantage  so  naturalh-  and  so  com- 
pletely as  to  place  him  among  the  substantial 
men  of  his  municipality'.  In  the  comparatively' 
short  space  of  twenty  years  has  he  accom- 
plished a task  to  which  many'  men  devote  a 
whole  lifetime,  and  are  still  far  short  of  his 
materia!  and  substantial  success. 

In  Pittsly'vania  county.  Virginia,  James  B. 
Dunn  was  born  July  21,  1865.  His  father, 
Thomas  H.  Dunn,  passed  his  life  in  Mrginia  and 
North  Carolina  as  a farmer  and  died  in  19m  at 
the  age  of  seventy -seven  years.  He  was  taken 
prisoner  by  the  Fcderals  while  serving  in  the  Con- 
federate army  and  was  held  at  Point  Lookout, 
\'irginia.  He  was  a plain  citizen  with  an  eyci. 
and  rather  uneventful  life  and  was  de\oted 
to  his  family  and  to  his  farm.  He  vva.s  born 
in  Henry  county,  Virginia,  and  was  married 
there  to  Fannie  M.  Crogan,  a daughter  of  Rob- 
ert Crogan,  of  North  Carolina,  w'herc  his  wid- 
ow still  resides.  The  eight  children  of  their 
union  are:  Addie,  Rena,  Jesse,  Thomas,  James 
B.,  John,  Allen  and  Ruth.  All  make  their  home 
under  the  parental  roof,  save  John,  who  is  de- 
ceased, and  James  B.  of  this  review. 

The  educational  opportunities  of  James  B. 
Dunn  were  such  as  the  country  school  afford- 
ed, many'  times  having  four  miles  to  walk  to  at- 
tend school.  He  attended  spasmodically  until 
near  his  majority'  when  he  left  home  and  sought 
a place  in  the  world  of  affairs  in  Clay  county, 
Texas.  He  came  out  by  rail  with  all  his  be- 
longings in  a small  grip-sack, , so  to  speak,  and 
found  employment  on  a farm,  fie  landed  in 
Texas  in  1887  and  the  next  year  he  bought  the 
Red  river  ferry  boat  of  Robert  P.  Grogan  on 
easy  terms  and  took  immediate  charge.  He 
had  a contract  witli  the  governnient  and  witli 
the  stage  line  which  y'i elded  him  fifteen  dol- 
lars a month  whether  he  crossed  the  river  or 
not,  and  the  transfer  business  during  high 
W'ater  times  netted  him  a fair  compensation 
for  his  lalxjrs.  His  government  and  stage 
contracts  terminated  in  March,  1893,  when  the 
Rock  Island  built  through  the  territory,  and 
he  sold  the  ferry  soon  after  this  event.  As 
he  made  money  he  bought  cattle  and  later  land. 
His  first  land  cost  him  seven  dollars  an  acre 
for  three  hundred  and  twenty  acres.  He  next 
bought  two  hundred  and  sixty-five  acres  at 
$6.25  and  $10.00  an  acre;  and  three  hundred 
and  twenty  acres  more,  where  he  makes  his 
home,  at  $14.25  an  acre.  Later  he  bought  two 
hundred  and  sixteen  acres  from  Byers  Bros,  at 
$21.00  an  acre,  and  then  two  hundred  acres  ad- 


joining his  fir.st  land  on  Red  river,  at  $32.50  per 
acre,  in  all  making  1,422  acres  of  rich  and  fertile 
prairie,  some  of  it  the  choicest  on  Red  river.  He 
farms  himself  aitout  tvro  hundred  and  forty  acres 
to  grain  and  cotton  and  keep.s  a small  amount  of 
stock  about  him — from  seventy-five  to  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty-five  head  of  cattle — all  the  time. 

January  12,  1893,  Mr.  Dunn  married  Dora 
Zigler,  a daughter  of  Samuel  and  Maggie  (Al- 
len) Zigler,  of  North  Carolina.  Of  the  Zigler 
children  Samuel  V.  and  E.  iSIrry,  wife  of 
Lee  Lauten,  live  near  the  old  home  and  mother, 
while  Mrs.  Dunn  is  between  them  in  age  and 
concludes  the  family'.  i\Ir.  Zigler  died  April 
20,  1891.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dunn’s  children  are: 
Bethel ; Addie  Alay ; Maggie  Lee ; Thomas 
Clay;  John  Zigler,  and  Jesse  Allen. 

In  politics  I\Ir.  Dunn  holds  allegiance  to  the 
time-w'orn  principles  of  Democracy',  and  while 
he  seldom  fails  to  cast  his  vote,  he  works  poli- 
tics from  no  mercenary  standpoint  and  desires 
np  opportunity  to  enter  official  life.  As  a citi- 
zen his  achievements  show  him  to  be  progres- 
sive and  his  popularity  at  home  shows  him  to 
be  a good  neighbor  and  a firm  friend. 

WILLIAM  G.  NEWBY.  As  president  of 
the  American  National  Bank  at  Fort  Worth 
Mr.  Ncw'by  is  a member  of  that  coterie  of 
men  who  botli  guard  and  guide  the  financial 
current  of  North  Texas.  The  banks  of  Fort 
Worth  are  remarkably  prosperous,  their  clear- 
ings hav'C  shown  an  almost  phenomenal  grow’th 
within  the  last  few  years,  and  their  stability 
reflects  the  substantial  prosperity'  of  the  coun- 
try from  which  they  receive  their  streams  of 
golden  wealth. 

The  president  of  the  American  National  was 
born  in  St.  Charles,  IVIissouri,  March  ii,  1859, 
a .son  of  John  H.  and  Mary  (Broadhead) 
Newby,  natives  of  Virginia  but  married  in 
Missouri.  His  father  was  a tobacco  manufac- 
turer in  St.  Charles  many'  years,  in  1871  came 
to  Texas  and  engaged  in  the  mercantile  busi- 
ness in  Bowie  county,  three  years  later  became 
a farmer  in  Parker  county,  and.  finally  retiring 
in  1887,  moved  to  Fort  Worth,  where  his  death 
occurred  the  same  year.  His  wife  died  in  1890. 
Of  their  six  children  tw'o- live:  Dr.  James  B. 
Newby,  of  St.  Louis,  Missouri:  and  W.  G, 

In  St.  Charles  College  at  his  birthplace,  Mr. 
Newby'  received  his  education,  and,  coming 
to  Texas  in  1873,  two  y'ears  after  the  arrival 
of  his  father,  was  at  once  introduced  to  the 
typical  Texa.s  industry  of  ranching  as  an  em- 
ploy'e  of  the  late  C.  L.  Carter  on  his  noted 
ranch  in  Young  county.  Eighteen  months  lat- 
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er  he  entered  the  employ  of  the  Joscpli  H. 
Brown  wholesale  grocery  ho-ise,  the  pioneer 
wholesale  business  of  Fort  \V(.)rth  and  in  its 
day  the  most  extensive  concern  of  its  kind  in 
North  Texas.  Mr.  Newby-  was  identified  with 
tins  institution,  in  various  capacities,  for  si.x- 
teen  years,  atul  his  witjtdrawal  from  it  was  in- 
duced by  Ills  entrance  into  banking.  From  1S90 
he  v>  as  cashier  of  the  Traders  National  Bank  of 
Fort  W’orth,  and  passed  from  that  position 
niti)  the  presidency  of  the  American  National 
B.'iiik,  where  he  has  since  seiwed. 

December  14,  1883,  iMr.  Newby  married,  in 
Fort  W'ortlt,  iiis.s  litta  O.  Price,  who  was 
h'irn  in  Mississippi,  a daughter  of  . S.  and 
M.  S.  Price.  Fraternally  Mr.  X'ewby  is  a mem- 
ber of  the  \arious  Masonic  bodie.s,  and  has 
fillcil  all  the  oftices  in  the  comniandcry. 

OSW.XLL)  WIL.SON.  There  is  no  citizen 
of  Texa.-  who  deserves  greater  credit  for  what 
he  has  done  for  agricultural  de\  elopment  and 
progress  of  the  commontveaUh  than  Ostvald 
W ilson,  who  is  nt.wv  secretary  of  the  X’^atif)iial 
Cotton  .Vssociation  and  statistical  agent  for 
the  agricultural  department  at  Washington 
with  headquarters  at  Fort  Worth.  His  life 
has  been  devoted  largely  to  benefiting  the  agri- 
cultural classes  of  the  state  and  often  at  a 
personal  sacrifice.  Fie  has  lal>ored  untiringly 
and  persistently  to  bring  before  the  people  a 
knowledge  of  methods  and  of  measures  that 
would  contribute  to  the  welfare  or  promote 
the  farming  interests  of  this  great  section  of 
the  country.  He  has  studied  along  practical 
and  scientific  lines  and  has  ])erhaps  broader 
kncAvle'lge  of  the  needs  and  possibilities  of 
Texas  for  agricultura]  development  than  any 
other  one  man. 

-Mr.  W ilson  was  born  at  (.irooversville,  Brook.s 
county,  Georgia,  October  a",  l8bo,  his  parents 
being  1 )r.  II.  and  Sallie  (Groover")  W’iLson. 
In  18O5  the  father  with  his  family  came  to 
Texas  and  cast  in  his  lot  with  the  early  settlers 
if  Bryan,  Brazos  comity.  He  wa.s  a native  of 
Kentucky  and  was  a physician  by  profession. 
In  1870  he  returned  to  Georgia  with  his  family 
where  he  lived  for  two  years,  remaining  part 
of  the  time  in  .Savannah  and  a part  of  the  time 
at  the  old  family  home.steael  in  that  state,  but 
in  1873  he  again  came  to  Texas  and  later  es- 
lalilished  his  home  in  Dallas,  where  he  em- 
barked in  the  drug  business,  conducting  his 
■Store  in  addition  to  practicing  his  profession. 
His  wife  was  also  a native  of  Georgia  and  both 
died  in  Texas. 

Mr.  '\\  ilscn  acquired  his  education  at  Bryan 


and  in  one  of  the  well-known  preparatory  schcxfls 
at  Favaniiah,  Georgia.  When  not  yet  sixteen 
years  of  age  he  began  teaching,  holding  sway 
over  a little  school  that  convened  in  a log  cabin 
in  Coryell  county,  Texas,  his  salary  being 
twel\-e  dollars  per  month.  He  afterward  be- 
came connected  wdth  liis  father  in  the  drug 
business  in  ’Texas.  On  the  03rd  of  July,  1884, 
he  was  united  in  maiTlage  to  JMiss  S.  Eva 
Glascock  of  Hays  county.  Texas,  a young  lady 
whom  he  had  met  in  ,\usiin.  Subsequent  to 
his  marriage  he  became  connected  with  the 
Southwestern  Telegraph  X Telephone  Com- 
jiany.  and  helped  to  obtain  for  that  corporation 

concession  from  the  IMexican  giivernmcnt  to 
bnild  a telephone  line  across  the  Rio  Grande 
ri\  er  into  Dle.xican  territory.  hen  this  was 
aceomjilislied  3Ir.  Whlson  built  the  telephone 
exchange  at  Brownsville  and  the  soutlicrn  c.x- 
trcinitv  of  Texas,  it  being  the  first  telephone 
line  into  that  country.  Later  he  located  in 
Lampasas  county,  where  his  energies  were  de- 
voted to  agricultural  pursuits  and  school  teach- 

The  greater  part  of  hi.s  life,  however,  since  he 
has  attained  manhood  has  been  devoted  to  the 
work  of  promoting  and  organizing  associations 
for  the  advancement  of  agriculture  in  the  south, 
rendering  distinguished  service  in  that  line. 
While  he  was  teaching  school  in  Parker  county 
in  1879  the  first  I'armers’  Alliance  in  the  slate 
was  organized  there  on  the  29th  of  July  by  Mr. 
W ilson’s  as.snciate  in  school  work,  W.  'T.  Baggett. 
He  became  prominent  in  Te.xas  in  organizing 
farmers’  alliances  and  in  May,  iSSyihe  went 
to  Georgia  for  the  same  purpose  and  subsequently 
e.xtended  his  efforts  into  Florida.  In  October, 
1887  he  organized  and  was  elected  the  first  presi- 
dent and  manager  of  die  Florida  State  Farmers’ 
.\lliance  with  headquarters  at  Jacksonville.  In 
February.  1888,  he  returned  temporariF  to  Texas 
and  in  connection  widi  C.  M'.  3IacCune  he  for- 
mulated the  plans  whereby  the  National  Farmers’ 
.Alliance  Exchange  was  organized  but  in  March 
of  the  same  year  be  returned  to  Florida,  remain- 
ing at  Jacksonville  until  January,  1890,  actively 
engaged  in  the  discharge  of  his  duties  as  presi- 
dent of  the  State  Farmers’  .Alliance  there.  In  the 
la.st  mentioned  year,  however,  he  went  to  New' 
York  Cit_v  to  take  charge  of  die  business  affairs 
of  the  National  Alliance.  On  the  occasion  of  his 
leaving  Jacksonville  he  was  presented  with  a gold 
headed  cane  by  die  employes  in  his  office  there 
and  again  in  January,  1891,  on  the  occa.sion  of  his 
retirement  from  the  presidency  of  the  Florida 
State  Alliance,  he  was  presented  with  a gold 
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watch  charm  by  the  officers  and  einjiloyes  in  the 
state  office  at  Jacksonville  in  reco^>-nition  and 
appreciation  of  his  splendid  services  for  the 
alliance. 

In  1892  because  of  ill  health  l\lr.  Wi'Lson  re- 
signed his  position  in  New  York  arid  .spent  nearly 
two  years  in  traveling,  being  for  about  one-half 
of  that  time  in  California.  In  1894  he  returned 
to  Texas  and  has  since  made  liis  borne  per- 
manently in  this  state.  He  v.  as  in  the  publishing 
and  printing  bu.siness  at  Galveston  w hen  the  storm 
and  flood  of  September,  if)oo,  came  and  wiped^ 
away  his  business  and  his  home,  leaving  him  with-' 
out  a dollar.  lie  then  located  at  Houston  and  on 
the  advice  and  with  the  co-operation  of  Colonel 
Morse,  the  general  passenger  agent  of  the  Soiitli- 
ern  Pacific  railway  system,  he  established  and  wa.s 
the  editor  and  publisher  of  the  “'Fe.xas  Industry*" 
which  lias  since  been  changed  to  the  "Rice  In- 
dustr^^”  It  was  Iilr.  Wilson  who  called  the  meet- 
ing at  which  the  rice  growers  of  Texas  were 
organized.  One  of  the  first  important  questions 
that  he  discussed  in  the  columns  of  his  paper  and 
through  other  diannels  was  the  matter  of  obtain- 
ing government  aid  for  promotii^  the  agricul- 
tural development  of  Texas,  particularly  the  to- 
bacco industry.  In  the  interest  of  tobacco  grow- 
ing he  formulated  and  carred  out  an  aggressive 
campaign  at  congress  and  among  the  officials  of 
the  agricultural  department  at  Washington  for 
the  purpose  of  securing  an  appropriation  to  the 
agricultural  department  in  order  that  he  might 
carry  out  his  plans  for  the  development  of  the 
tobacco  industry.  He  spent  five  weeks  in  arduous 
campaign  work  in  the  capital  city  and  in  the  face 
of  many  obstacles  and  discouraganents  he  finally 
succeeded  in  bringing  about  the  desired  appropri- 
ation of  half  a million  dollars,  being  aided  in  these 
efforts  by  Congressman  John  Sharp  Williams  of 
Mississippi  and  b}'  Milton  Whitney,  the  chief  of 
the  division  of  soils  in  the  agricultural  depart- 
ment, and  one  or  two  others  prominent  in  public 
life. 

Mr.  Wilson’s  work  at  Washington  having  been 
brought  to  the  attention  of  Hon.  James  Wilson, 
the  secretary*  of  agriculture,  he  was  offered  by 
Secretary  Wilson  a good  position  in  his  depart- 
ment as  sp>ecial  field  agent  for  Texas,  Arkansas, 
Indian  Territory  and  Oklahoma.  This  position 
he  accepted  and  filled  with  great  efficiency  but 
later  he  asked  to  be  relieved  of  the  duties  of 
traveling  and  accordingly  the  department  gave 
him  the  position  of  statistical  agent  for  the  gov- 
ernment, involving  only  office  duties.  This  posi- 
tion he  still  fills. 

Another  work  w'hich  Mr.  Wilson  has  done  that 
has  aw'akened  the  admiration  and  gratitude  of 


thousands  of  agriculturists  in  the  south  and 
W’hich  alone"  would  entitles  him  to  distinction  as 
one  of  the  prominent  men  of  this  state  is  in  con- 
nection with  the  cotton  growing  interests.  The 
increasing  ravages  of  the  boll  weevil  and  the 
extremely  low  jirices  of  cotton  in  the  fall  of  1904 
awoke  the  cotton  growers  of  the  s'aith  to  the 
necessity  for  organization  and  al.so  of  the  need 
of  a remedy  to  relieve  the  distressing  situation. 
-Vccordingly  a National  Cotton  Convention  was 
held  at  Shreveyiort,  Louisiana,  from  December 
I2th  to  15th,  1904.  and  in  tliis  Mr.  Wilson  took 
a very  prominent  part.  As  a result  of  the  con- 
vention the  National  Cotton  Association  was  or- 
ganized, of  which  Mr.  Wilson  was  elected  secre- 
tary w ith  E.  S.  Peters  of  Calvert,  Texas,  as  presi- 
dent. Immediately  on  thC'  adjournment  of  the 
convention  he  returned  to  Fort  Worth,  svhich  has 
been  bis  home  since  1903  and  entered  upon  the 
duties  of  the  secret-irysbip  in  carrying  out  the 
plans  of  the  association,  which,  briefly',  consist  of 
reducing  the  cotton  crop  at  least  25  per  cent  and 
the*  diversification  of  crops.  To  carry  out  this 
plan  the  cotton  growing  states  have  been  organ- 
ized into  school-house  and  precinct  organizations, 
the  intention  being  to  have  every  cotton  grower 
a member.  Perhaps  the  extent  and  .scope  of  the 
work,  which  is  largel}'  under  his  iimncdiatc  super- 
vision, may  be  best  indicated  hy  incorporating  the 
report  of  the  National  Cotton  Convention  held  at 
Shreveport.  The  resolutions  adopted  read  as 
follows ; 

“The  effects  of  the  ravages  of  the  boll  weevil 
in  Texas  may  be  summarized  as  follows: 

“i.  It  has  during  the  past  five  years  caused  a 
loss  of  at  least  $80,000,000. 

“2.  It  has  increased  decidedly  the  area  re- 
quired to  produce  a bale  of  cotton. 

“3.  It  has  practically  destroyed  the  credit  of 
the  small  farmer  who  has  been  in  the  habit  of 
depending  upon  cotton,  although  farmers  who 
have  diversified  their  crops  are  still  able  to  obtain 
necessary  credit. 

“4.  It  has  had  the  effect  of  driving  large  num- 
bers of  negrtves  from  the  cotton  lands  of  the 
state.  Negroes  lend  themselves  poorly  to  the 
modifications  in  the  st'stera  of  producing  the 
staple  which  are  necessary  on  account  of  the 
ravages  of  the  pest.  Intensive  cultivation,  to 
which  negroes  can  be  brought  only  with  great 
difficulty,  is  one  of  the  great  essentials  in  pro- 
ducing a crop. 

“5.  It  has  afforded  a diversification  of  crops, 
and  in  this  way  is  considered  by*  many  as  a bene- 
ficent influence.  While  this  may  be  the  ultimate 
result  of  the  work  of  the  boll  weevil,  the  depres- 
sion that  comes  from  the  changes  ncccs.sary  be- 
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fore  a cr>mpletc  sy.steiri  of  diversification  may  be 
followed  is  ai>]iarent  to  all  who  have  investigated 
the  inatlcr  in  Texas.” 

■\  plan  for  organizing  all  the  cotton  growers  of 
the  south  to  combat  the  boll  weevils,  introduced 
by  Oswald  Wilson,  statistical  agent  of  the  Uilited 
.States  department  of  agriculture  of  Fort  Worth 
Texas,  was  received  and  incorporated  as  a part  of 
the  resolutions.  It  is  as  follows : 

The  re.sult  of  exjx^rience  of  all  the  scientists 
and  practical  farmers  in  the  boll  weevil  area  up  to 
the  present  time  is  that  cotton  can  be  made,  even 
under  boll  weevil  infection,  if  the  farmers  are 
properly  organized.  This  means  the  adoption  of 
what  is  known  as  the  cultural  methods. 

Until  some  remedy  is  found  which  will  destroy 
the  boll  weevil  and  eliminate  him  from  the  cotton 
fields  of  the  south,  to  make  a cotton  crop  will 
depend  upon  the  individual  efforts  of  each  cotton 
farmer,  and  without  this  organization  the  govern- 
ment can  not  aid  the  farmers  as  it  should.  As  72 
per  cent  of  the  cotton  farmers  arc  tenants,  it  is 
absolutely  imperative  that  they  and  their  land- 
lords be  organized.  As  50  per  cent  of  the  cotton 
fanners  are  negroes,  it  is  more  important  that 
they  should  be  organized,  as  the  Iwll  weevils  will 
affect  the  tenants  and  negroes  more  than  land- 
lords. or  those  who  own  their  own  farms. 

In  order  that  every'  farmer  in  the  south  may 
have  the  benefit  of  this  cultural  method,  we 
recommend 

1 . That  a pennaneiit  organization  be  effected 
and  that  the  president  of  this  convention  shall 
select  five  inanbers  who.  with  himself  and  the 
secretary,  shall  con.stitute  the  national  executiv'e 
committee. 

2.  That  the  vice  president  of  each  state  shall 
.select  six  jirominent  men  from  his  .state,  who  shall 
constitute  a state  executive  committee. 

3.  That  state  executive  committee  shall  or- 
ganize each  county  in  their  respectiv'e  states  by' 
apixiinting  a chairman  who.  in  turn,  will  select  an 
executive  committee  to  assist  him. 

4.  The  county  executive  committee  will  en- 
roll the  names  of  all  the  cotton  farmers  of  their 
counties,  sending  the  same  to  the  state  executive 
committee,  who,  in  turn,  report  to  the  national 
executive  committee. 

5.  We  recommend  that  each  state  raise  a 
.sufficient  fund  among  the  cotton  farmers,  mer- 
chants and  bankers  to  carry  tm  this  work. 

b.  We  recommend  that  the  various  state  legis- 
latures and  department  of  agriculture,  through 
the  bureau  of  plant  industry,  and  the  division  of 
entomology,  co-operate  in  the  campaign  of  edu- 
c.ation.  with  the  national,  state  and  countv'  execu- 
tive committee  to  reach  each  individual  planter. 


as  they  liavc  done  in  Texas,  and  iliat  sufficient 
appropriation  be  rn.ade  by  congress  to  provide 
the  necessary  legislation  and  instructions  to  carry 
out  the  cultural  methods  and  other  recommenda- 
tions of  this  convention. 

Resolv'cd,  That  this  convention  indorses  and 
recommends  for  adoption  by  the  legislature  of  the 
cotton  states  a law  relative  to  the  importation  of 
the  boll  weevil  in  any  of  its  stages  of  growth. 
Be  it  further 

Resolved,  That  a vigorous  campaign  of  pub- 
lic education  should  be  inaugurated  ; first,  through 
the  farmers  and  [>edagogical  institutes  of  the  sev- 
eral cotton  states  ; second,  through  the  press  par- 
ticularly by  means  of  j>re[iared  copy'  on  stereo- 
tv'ped  [dates  furnished  free  to  the  rural  press  by' 
the  departments  of  agriculture  of  the  cotton 
states ; third,  through  the  public  schools  from  the 
kindergarten  u[>  to  the  higher  colleges  by  means 
of  illustrated  lectures  and  through  ev'cry  other 
agency  that  may  contribute  in  creating  an  enligh- 
tened sentiment  and  thus  make  possible  the  exe- 
cution of  the  cultural  methods,  diversification,  re- 
strictions. salutary  laws  or  rules  of  action  ap- 
[)roved  by  the  scientists  and  indorsed  by  this  body'. 

Whereas,  We  have  learned  through  the  farm- 
ers of  the  boll  weevil  infested  district  of  Texas 
that  commendable  progress  has  been  made  in 
combatting  the  cotton  boll  weevil  in  their  dis- 
tricts and  that  a cessation  of  the  great  work  so 
auspiciously  begun  might  prove  to  be  a calamity' 
to  this  great  wealth-producing  section  ; therefore, 
be  it 

Resolved,  i.  That  we  extend  our  sincere 
thanks  to  the  department  of  agriculture  for  the 
timely  assistance  it  has  afforded  in  efforts  to 
overcome  this  menacing  evil  through  the  bureau 
of  plant  industry  instituting  the  farmers’  co- 
operative demonstrative  work,  and  that  this  de- 
partment, headed  by  Dr.  S.  A,  Knapp,  has  faith- 
fully carried  into  effect  what  appears  to  be  the 
most  effective  inetliods  v'et  used  in  checking  the 
ravages  of  the  boll  weevil. 

2.  'That  we  thank  the  division  of  entomology, 
headed  by  Dr.  L,  O.  Howard,  through  his  as- 
-sistant.  Dr.  W.  D.  Hunter,  which  has  accom- 
plished e.xcellent  results  in  educating  the  peo])le 
regarding  the  nature  and  habits  of  the  boll  weevil 
and  other  insect  ]>ests,  an<l  for  the  well  conceived 
plans  and  work  of  experiment  along  this  line. 

3.  That  we  desire  the  departments  to  con- 
tiniie  their  work  in  the  infested  di.stricts,  a.s  well 
as  to  closely  watch  other  sections  wliich  might 
become  endangered  by  the  boll  weevil,  and  that 
we  invoke  a continuance  of  national  aid  whenever 
and  wherever  it  may  be  asked. 

4.  That  we  heartily  approve  the  methods 
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already  employed  as  being  borh  scientific  and 
practical  and  that  we  emphasize  the  idea-  of 
thorough  preparation  of  the  cotton  lands,  a reduc- 
tion of  acreage,  the  rotation  of,  crops  and  inten- 
sive cultivation  and  diversification  with  efforts 
to  secure  early  maturing  cotton  for  all  the  boll 
weevil  districts. 

5.  That  cotton  planters  throughout  the  dis- 
tricts infected  by  the  boll  weevil  and  the  south 
are  hereby  urged  to  co-operate  with  the  general 
government  in  the  plan  for  overcoming  this  de- 
vastating pest. 

“First — Burn  every  stalk  in  the  fall  w^hile  stHl 
green.  This  exterminates  the  hibernating  wee- 
vils. 

“Second — Plow  deeper.  This  helps  force  the 
cotton. 

“Third — Harrow  your  ground  all  winter.  This 
keeps  up  the  work. 

“Fourth — Plant  early. 

“Fifth — Use  early  maturing  seed. 

"Sixth — Use  fertilizers. 

“Seventli — Plant  the  cotton  in  wide  rows,  a 
little  wider  than  the  cotton  grow’s  high,  and  with 
the  stalks  wide  apart,  this  lets  the  .sun  in.  and  the 
sun  kills  the  weevil. 

"Eightli — Use  a tooth  harrow  as  soon  as  the 
cotton  appears.  This  breaks  the  earth  crust  and 
helps  the  cotton  grow. 

“Ninth — Keep  cultivating  the  cotton  and  agi- 
tate the  squares  to  knock  off  the  weevils. 

“Tenth — Pick  up  the  fallen  squares  and  burn 
them.  This  is  extremely  important. 

“Eleventh- — Control  too  rapid  growth  of  the 
plant  by  barring  off  or  plowing  the  ridges  away 
from  tlie  growing  rows,  leaving  ridges  between 
the  rows. 

“Twelfth — Select  your  seed  for  future  crops 
from  the  earliest  and  largest  bolls.  Don’t  get  any 
w'eevils  in  your  seed. 

“Thirteenth — Rotate  crops ; plant  cotton  one 
year,  cow  peas  and  corn  the  next.  Never  let 
cotton  succeed  cotton  in  the  same  land. 

“Fourteenth — Plant  legumes  freely  between  the 
cotton  rows.  It  improves  the  mechanical  condi- 
tions of  the  soil.” 

Whereas,  The  wholesale  destruction  of  in.sec- 
tivorous  birds,  their  eggs  and  young,  is  annually 
removing  from  the  plane  of  militant  action  in- 
numl>erable  natural  enemies  of  the  boll  weevil ; 
therefore,  be  it. 

Resolved,  That  it  is  the  sense  of  this  conven- 
tion that  the  legislatures  of  the  cotton  growing 
states  be  memorialized  to  enact  stringent  laws 
for  the  protection  of  all  in.sectivorous  birds, 
their  eggs  and  young,  whenever  such  law's  are  not 
already  in  operation,  and  where  thev  do  exist  to 


strengthen  their  punitive  provisions  and  provide 
for  their  enforcement  whcit  enacted. 

Resolved,  That  it  is  the  sense  of  this  national 
convention  that  in  the  early  fall  the  destruction 
of  all  cotton  stalk.s  in  the  boll  w'eevil  infested  areas 
of  Louisiana  and  Texas  is  an  absolute  necessity. 
Burning  the  stalks  will  destroy  many  w'eevils  and 
will  prolong  tlie  liiberriating  period  to  such  an  ex- 
tent as -to  destroy  a large  portion  of  those  vveevils 
attempting  hibernation. 

Resolved,  That  it  is  necessary  for  the  stalks 
to  be  uniformly  destroyed  b\’  counties  and  par- 
ishes to  .secure  the  full  benefit  of  fall  burning ; 
therefore,  it  is  the  sense  of  this  convention  that  we 
commend  to  the  legislative  body  of  any  infected 
di.strict  the  urgent  necessity  of  taking  measures 
under  the  proper  authorities  to  burn  the  cotton 
stalks  of  next  year  systematically  and  at  once  be- 
hind the  pickers. 

Resolved,  That  it  is  the  sen.se  of  this  conven- 
tion that  the  use  of  paris  green  is,  in  the  opinion 
of  many,  very  useful,  and  w'e  recommend  the  con- 
tinuance of  the  use  of  poisons  wdien  advisable. 

The  w'ork  that  the  National  Cotton  Association 
has  been  doing  is  bearing  fruits  in  more  w'ays 
than  one  and  it  has  secured  the  co-operation  of 
people  of  all  classes  who  are  an.xious  for  the  best 
development  of  the  state.  Mr.  ^\'’ilson  has  been 
carrying  forw'ard  the  work  with  great  energy  and 
not  the  least  of  his  efforts  arc  toward  getting  the 
farmers,  the  bankers,  the  merchants  and  business 
men  generally  to  co-operate  in  this  matter,  all 
working  toward  a common  goal  and  having  a ten- 
dency to  abolish  w'hatever  antagonism  there  may 
be  in  agricultural  classes  against  other  classes. 
Only  through  such  a systematic,  w'ell  organized 
w'ork  could  be  accomplished  the  object  for  which 
the  asociation  is  striving  and  to  Mr.  Wilson  in 
large  measure  is  due  the  credit.  Mr.  Wihson  also 
originated  the  map  of  the  cotton  crop  of  Texas, 
vvhich  has  since  lieen  adopted  by  the  agricultural 
department  at  Washington,  lie  lia.s  un.selfishly 
and  at  the  sacrifice  of  his  own  private  interests 
labored  for  many  years  to  advance  the  agricul- 
tural development  of  the  soutli  and  to  promote 
the  organization  of  the  agricultural  interests. 
His  services  in  this  direction  have  brought  great 
results  and  have  been  generously  commended 
and  appreciated  by  the  most  prominent  men  of 
the  .south  and  by  the  press  of  this  portion  of  the 
country,  as  having  been  the  means  more  than  any 
other  one  agency  of  developing  southern  in- 
terests. 

The  lioiTie  relations  of  Mr.  W'ilson  are  very 
plea.sant.  t’nlo  him  and  hi.s  wife  have  been  born 
two  sons,  Frank  and  Harold. 

Note. — Since  the  above  wa.s  written  Mr.  Wil- 
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.son  has  scvctC'I  lii.-:  connection  with  the  various 
interest?  and  positions  he  held  in  Texas  and  is 
now  in  Zacateca.s,  Mexico,  where  ' he  has  large 
and  ver.  valuable  mining  interests,  which  he  is 
developing  and  u Inch  are  now  on  a proilucing 
basis.  • 

HON.  II.  R,  TONES,  jn<ige  of  the  thirty- 
ninth  judicial  di.strict  of  Texas,  was  born  in 
Warren  county,  Mississipih,  about  ten  miles 
from  \'ick'sburg,  on  the  29th  of  December, 
1S54.  His  father,  Thomas  J.  Jones,  was  a Ylis- 
sissippi  planter  and  was  a nati\-e  of  that  state, 
in  which  he  died  in  April,  1868.  The  familt^  is 
of  Welsh  lineage  and  the  parents  of  Thomas 
J.  Jones  removed  from  South  Carolina  to  iMis- 
sissipj,)!,  where  they  established  their  home  at 
an  early  dayn  The  rnthher  of  our  subject  bore 
the  maiden  name  of  Tarn.sey  Vv'hatley.  and  was 
also  of  \Yelsh  descent.  Her  people  .settled  in 
Alabama  at  an  early  period  in  its  development. 
Mrs.  Jones  died  in  1874.  She  was  the  mother 
of  ten  children,  four  of  whom  were  born  by'  a 
previous  marriage  and  six  of  her  marriage  to 
Mr.  Jones,  She  was  iMrs.  A'aughan,  a widow, 
at  the  time  ‘^he  gave  her  hand  to  Thomas  J. 
Jones. 

H.  R.  Jc-nes.  whose  name  mtrodnees  this 
review,  was  reared  on  the  plantation  owned  by 
his  father,  who  prior  to  the  Civil  war  was  a 
wealthy  jdanter  and  slave  owner  but  like 
thousands  of  others  in  the  south  his  financial 
circumstance.s  were  greatly'  reduced  owing  to 
the  loss  of  his  slaves  and  most  of  his  personal 
property.  This  made  it  necessary  for  H.  R. 
Jones,  like  many’  other  y'oung  boys  of  the 
period,  to  earn  his  own  living.  lie  was  able 
to  attend  the  country  schools  of  the  neighbor- 
hood for  a limited  period  but  by  far  the  greater 
part  of  his  education  was  recei^ed  througdt  ex- 
perience, observation  and  study  in  his  leisure 
hours,  lie  has  planned  for  his  own  advance- 
ment and  has  accomplished  it  in  spite  of  diffi- 
culties and  obstacles  and  to-day  he  occupies 
an  honored  po.sition  as  a representative  of  the 
bar.  He  began  his  law  studies  ulicn  about 
twenty-four  y'ear.s  of  age,  olitaining  books  and 
pur.suing  a private  course  of  reading  w liidi 
covered  quite  an  extended  period.  He  arrived 
in  Te.xas  in  i88cS,  reaching  Ilaskell  on  the  i ;lh 
of  February  of  that  year.  Soon  after  he  ar- 
rived here  he  secured  a license  entitling  him  to 
practice  in  Te.xas  courts  and  immediately 
afterward  entered  upon  his  clioscn  life  work. 
He  formed  a partnership  with  R.  C.  I.omax 
under  the  firm  name  of  Loma.x  & Jones,  attor- 


neys and  land  agents.  This  partnership  con- 
tinued until  September,  1801,  since  which  time 
i\Ir.  Jones  has  been  alone  in  practice.  He  soon 
gained  a distinctively'  representative  clientage, 
manifesting  his  ability  to  cope  with  the  intri- 
cate problems  of  jurisprudence.  In  the  fall  of 
1891  he  was  elected  county'  judge  of  Haskell 
county  and  served  for  one  term  of  two  years 
and  in  K)02  he  was  elected  district  judge  of  the 
thirty-ninth  judicial  district,  which  position  he 
now  fills.  The  district  is  comprised  of  seven 
counties,  as  follows:  Haskell,  Jones,  Fisher, 

Throckmorton,  Kent,  Scurry’  .and  Stonewall. 
Judge  Jones'  career  on  the  bench  is  in  keeping 
with  his  record  as  a man  and  lawyer,  being  dis- 
tinguished by’  the  utmo.st  fidelity  to  duty'  and 
a masterful  grasp  of  every’  question  wdiich  is 
presented  to  him  for  solution. 

Judge  Jones  was  married  February  15,  1891, 
to  Miss  Connie  Killougli,  a native  of  Washing- 
ton county',  Texas,  who  had  been  reared,  how- 
ever, at  Brenharn,  this  stale,  her  father,  C.  P. 
Killough,  having  been  an  early  settler  of  that 
locality'. 

While  living  in  ^Mississippi  before  coming  to 
Texas  Judge  Jones  served  for  several  terms  as 
justice  of  the  peace  in  \Varren  county  and  was 
also  supervisor  of  the  county  for  a number  of 
years,  acting  as  president  of  the  board  during 
a part  of  that  time.  During  the  cotton  exposi- 
tion held  in  New  Orleans  in  1884  he  was  ap- 
pointed an  honorary  member  of  the  state  board 
of  commissioners  by'  Robert  Lowry’,  govenior 
of  Mississippi.  In  political  matters  he  has 
rdway's  taken  an  active  intere.st  and  is  a firm 
supporter  of  the  Democracy.  He  is  a member 
of  the  Odd  Fellows  and  Knights  of  Pythias 
fraternities  and  belongs  to  the  grand  lodge  of 
the  former  and  has  served  in  two  ses.sions  as  a 
member  of  the  committee  on  legislation  for  the 
state  of  Tcxa.s.  His  superior  intellectual  force, 
native  ability  and  developed  talents  have  made 
him  a valued  repre.sentative  of  the  legal  pro- 
fession in  western  Texas  and  his  position  in 
the  public  regard  is  one  given  only  in  recogni- 
tion of  genuine  personal  worth  as  well  as  pro- 
fessional ability. 

VCTLLI,\M  ROBERT  F'REEM.VN.  A little 
more  than  a y’car  subsequent  to  the  founding 
of  the  Freeman  family  in  Montague  county’  the 
subject  of  this  personal  sketch  was  born.  As 
told  in  the  sketch  of  Richard  Freeman,  'William 
Freeman,  the  father,  was  a pioneer  of  the 
earliest  time  and  was  for  a third  of  a century' 
a leading  and  acti\-e  spirit  in  the  industrial  and 
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pastoral  affairs  of  the  county.  Robert  Freeman 
was  his  second  child  and  was  born  October  *27, 
1858.  in  the  pioneer  habiUition  [lointed  out  in 
recent  yeans  as  the  spot  where  the  career  of  the 
Freeman  family  was  launched.  Like  many 
another  son  of  pioneers  Robert  Freeman  came 
to  maturity  with  a very^  limited  knowledg-e  of 
books.  The  family  circuinstance.s  were  adverse 
to  the  acquirement  of  an  education  and  if  he 
excelled  in  anything-  it  was  as  a youth  in  the 
saddle,  for  frenn  his  earliest  years  the  back  of  a 
ptmy  was  his  liome  and  his  father’s  well-stocF-, 
ed  ranch  his  playground. 

When  his  father  brought  ranching  to  a close, 
b\'  the  sale  of  his  stock,  Robert  b'reemaii  was  of 
that  age  to  become  most  useful  to  his  parents 
on  the  farm.  At  the  age  of  seventeen  he  mar- 
ried and  established  his  first  home  on  the  family 
homestead,  and  a most  humble  and  unpreten- 
tious home  it  was.  The  young  couple  traveled 
the  long  and  lonely  road  from  dependence  to 
independence  without  murmur  ew  complaint, 
relying  on  their  combined  industry'  to  work  out 
their  destiny  on  the  farm.  From  their  primitive 
home  of  the  early  day's  they  cstabli.shcd  them- 
selves in  their  new  home  on  the  side  of  the 
mountain  near  Montague  Springs,  where  their 
children  arc  fast  reaching  their  majorities  and 
taking  their  stations  in  the  affairs  of  real  life. 

Mr.  Freeman  owns  some  six  hundred  acres 
of  land  on  the  waters  of  Denton  creek,  nearly 
three  hundred  of  which  yield  abundantly  to  the 
touch  of  the  industrious  husbandniau  and  the 
cotton,  corn  and  other  grain  which  constitute 
the  annual  crop  of  his  farm  add  much  to  their 
already'  independent  condition  year  by  y'ear. 

In  August.  1875,  Robert  Freeman  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Miss  Margaret  Johnson,  a 
daughter  of  Allen  Johnsrni.  who  came  to  Texas 
prior  to  the  war,  from  Mississippi,  and  fought 
the  Indians  on  the  western  border  of  the  state. 

■,  Mr.  Johnson  settled  in  Y^oung  county',  where 
his  son  Reuben  was  killed  by  the  Indians  and 
wdiere  he  himself  passed  away'.  Flis, widow',  W'ho 
W'as  Miss  Nancy  Bragp",  still  survives  and  is  a 
resident  of  IVIontague  county.  YIrs.  Freeman 
was  born  in  YMung  county,  Te.xas,  in  1S58. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Freeman’s  children  are;  Ella, 
Robert,  Lon,  Thomas,  Eva,  Sam,  Bessie,  Vi, 
and  YTnt,  all  of  whom  remain  with  the  family 
circle  and  contribute  of  their  industry  tow'ard 
the  maintenance  of  the  family  prosperity  and 
independence. 

In  the  quiet  performance  of  his  every  day 
affairs  Robert  Freeman  ha.s  acquired  his  envi- 
able reputation  as  a citizen.  Content  with  his  hon- 
orable lot  as  a tiller  of  the  soil  he  has  year  by 


year  adilcd  new  successes  to  his  achievement 
and  he  is  ni,i'vv  numbered  among  those  who 
have  helped  in  the  internal  development  of  the 
county,  but  who  l:as  reared  an  honorable  pos- 
terity and  clothed  it  with  the  material  things  of 
life.  His  ambition  has  led  him  only  in  the 
paths  of  agriculture  and  while  he  votes  with  the 
Deiriocrats  it  is  the  re.sult,  largely,  of  custom 
rather  than  from  a conviction  that  there  is 
nothing  good  in  any  'other  jx^litical  party. 

WTLI.fAfd  if.  REA  has  been  chief  of  police 
in  Fort  M’ortli  for  the  past  seven  ye;trs,  and 
has  made  himself  one  of  the  most  |)0[)nlar  and 
at  the  same  time  most  efficient  men  ever  in- 
cumbent of  that  municipal  office.  The  adminis- 
trative departments  of  law  and  order  of  Fort 
W'oi'th  and  Tarrant  county  have  in  various 
way's  been  served  by'  and  felt  the  infiuence  of 
Mb’lliam  Rea  for  the  past  quarter  of  a century', 
and  he  probably  holds  a record  for  long  con- 
timicd  and  e.xcellent  service.  Fie  "went  on  to 
the  police  force  of  I'ort  Worth  on  January  i, 
1879,  being  the  fiftli  man  to  be  placed  on  the 
force,  at  a day'  when  the  police  department  was 
comparatively  insignificant  in  numbers  and 
importance  as  contrasted  with  to-day.  In  the 
spring  of  1883  he  tvas  elected  city  marshal,  and 
re-elected  in  18S5.  In  1887  he  took  a position 
in  the  county'  sheriff's  office,  where  he  W'as 
employed  until  1897,  in  which  V'car  he  became 
a candidate  and  was  chosen  to  the  office  of 
chief  of  iioiice.  He  ha,s  been  holding  this  office 
ever  since  with  credit  to  himself  and  the  com- 
munity'. 

.Mr.  Rea  was  born  at  Abingdon.  Kno.x 
county,  Illinois,  in  1S50,  a son  of  Thomas  and 
Elizabeth  (Caiiiioii)  Rea..  His  parents  were 
both  born  in  Ohio,  and  earne  to  Tllinois  in  the 
early  y'ear  of  1831.  and  were  again  pioneers 
■when  they'  arrived  in  the  state  of  Texas,  in 
1859.  They'  settled  in  Tarrant  county,  seven 
miles  west  of  w'here  alansfield  now  i?..  there 
being  no  town  there  then.  'The  country  was  all 
w'ild  then,  ranching  and  eattle-rai.smg  being  the 
industries  of  those  settlers  who  were  already 
there.  Thomas  Rea  pre-empted  government 
land  and  went  into  the  cattle  bu.siness,  which 
he  continued  until  his  death  in  1878. 

Mr.  Rea  was  nine  years  old  when  the  family 
made  the  trip  from  Illinois  to  Texas,  and  that 
journey  of  ccnirsc  made  a I'ermancat  impres- 
sion on  his  youthful  mind.  From  then  on  until 
he  tvas  grown  he  lived  on  his  father’s  rancli, 
.anil  when  he  bad  reached  maturity'  he  aigagcd 
in  the  cattle  industry  for  himself,  following  it 
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he  \\  a>  l)‘.ni  in  .Smith  lainnl}  July  o, 
\i-rv  -.ucces'lulh  for  ->onic  years.  He  moved 
into  Fort  Wortli  in  iSyX  and  for  a time  con- 
diiclfd  a wai^on  _\ard.  Tliose  were  busy  da\  s 
for  Fort  Worth,  which  was  then  growintj  with 
lilu  nomenal  ra|iidity  and  gaininj^  the  numbers 
ami  ihe  we.iltlt  of  resourre.s  which  arc  nr>w  its 
Oiiet  pride.  In  the  cotton  |nckiiig  season  Mr. 

Iri--  seen  liie  streets  crowded  day  afle.- 
<la}  uith  u.agons  loaded  with  cotton  brought 
from  many  miles  around  to  this  market. 

Mr.  Rea  was  married  in  Tarrant  county,  in 
iS — , to  .\iiss  La\ira  Flue.  They  have  four 
children:  Mr.s.  Rlioda  K.  Hill.  Airs.  Ida  Rogers. 
.Mrs.  Caroline  Jackson  and  .Mrs.  Easter  Wells. 

JI  DGE  ('.  H.  E.\R  \ E.S'I'.  who  has  left  ami 
is  leaving  the  imjtres.s  of  his  individuality  upon 
the  judicial  hist.ary  of  tve.slern  Te.xas  and  has 
gained  special  distinction  as  a land  lawyer  in 
''litchell  county,  was  l).)iii  in  San  Marcos. 
Texas,  on  the  (gh  of  .\pril.  1S59.  and  in  the 
paternal  line  comes  of  (icrnian  ancestry.  His 
grandfather  was  a resident  of  northern  .Ala- 
bama an.l  f)iie  of  hi.s  sons,  William  Earne.st, 
was  b'.rn  in  that  state  in  iSjj.  When  a mere 
boy  he  went  t'j  Tenne.ssee  to  li^c  with  his 
uncle,  a■^  he  was  left  an  itrphan  by  the  death 
of  his  parents  and  uniil  1H52  he  continued  a 
resident  of  Tennessee,  after  which  he  came  to 
Texas,  sell  ling  in  ,‘^an  .Marcos.  He  was  one 
of  the  first  merchams  of  tlmt  place,  handling  a 
general  stock  of  goods  and  continuing  in  busi- 
ness there  for  about  fifteen  or  .si.xleen  vears, 
siibseiiiient  to  which  time  his  eldest  son,  j.  A\', 
r.arnest,  became  liis  successor.  Air,  Earnest, 
the  faih.er,  continued  to. make  his  home  in  San 
Al.arcos  until  iSyt,  when  he  removed  to  .Aus- 
tin. where  he  i.s  now  living  at  the  vencrahle 
age  oi  eighty-three  years,  while  his  wife  has 
-attained  the  age  of  eighty-<>ne  years.  Ilis  mar- 
riage occurred  while  he  was  living  in  'I'en- 
nessec  when  about  twenty  year.s  of  age,  the 
lady  of  hi-  clioice  being  ATiss  Alartha  Wil- 
liams:.n,  who  was  born  in  that  state  and  was  of 
Scotcli  Irish  tieseent.  Her  father  and  mother 
came  to  Texas  about  the  same  time  the  Earn- 
est famin’  <1ii!.  They  settled  in  the  San  Alar- 
C' Country,  where  her  parents  liver!  to  a good 
o!d  ape,  th.ir  home  Iveing  at  Purgatorv 
Spriiigs.  about  twelve  miles  from  San  .Alarcos. 
In  the  faniilv  of  William  Earnest  there  wen- 
I’ws  he  diildrt-n,  eight  sons  and  four  daughters. 

thi.s  numher  four  have  pa.ssed  away,  while 
the  remainder  .’iro  residing  in  Texas,  Ihe  famil’c 
record  bemg  as  tcdlciw.s : laimic,  deceased: 


Jo  M*,.  who  is  residing  in  San  Marcos;  .A. 
Reams,  who  is  living  in  Colorado,  Texas; 
James  M.,  of  -Austin,  this  state;  A.  Cday,  who 
makes  his  home  in  San  Antonio,  Texas;  Rob- 
ert. deceased;  Teimie,  the  wife  of  R.  P. 
AA'riglii.  of  Austin;  Charles  H.,  of  this  review; 
Ejnnia  ami  Henry,  both  ileceased ; David  C., 
wlio  is  living  in  Dallas;  and  AAMlter  L.,  who 
resides  at  .Ansi in. 

Charles  Houston  Earnest  aciiuired  his  early 
education  in  .Snn  .Marcos  an<l  in  iSyt  upon  his 
father’s  remov.al  to  .Austin  he  entered  the 
'fVxas  Military  In.slitute  conducted  bv’  John  G. 
James  and  was  graduated  from  that  school  in 
iSp7  with  first  honors  in  his  class.  Later  he 
was  engaged  as  a sub  teacher  in  that  school 
for  about  one  term  and  afterward  taught  in  a 
German  American  school  conducted  by  Pro- 
fessor Jacol)  Kicklcr  at  Austin.  In  the  year 
1879  he  w ent  aw.av  to  school,  pursuing  one 
ccairse  in  the  law  department  of  Afanderbilt 
University  at  X^ash.villc.  Tennessee,  in  the  ses- 
sion of  187c)  ami  1880.  lie  afterward  obtained 
a license  to  practice  in  the  courts  of  Ten- 
nessee, vvbich  was  also  recognized  by  the  court 
of  Te.xas.  and  he  was  admitted  to  practice  here. 
He  first  located  in  .Austin  for  a few  months 
but  afterward  renuived  to  Runnels,  the  county 
seal  of  Runnels  county,  which  had  just  been 
organized.  There  he  opened  an  office  in  the 
spring  of  i88t  in  connection  with  .A.  G.  W ills 
in  the  land  business,  which  partnership  con- 
tinued for  two  years.  He  then  returned  to 
.Austin  and  spent  about  a year  there  and  in 
March,  1884.  came  to  Colorado,  where  he  en- 
tered into  partnership  with  Judge  J.  L.  Shep- 
herd in  the  land  business,  in  connection  wnth 
which  Mr.  Earnest  also  practiced  law.  This 
partnership  was  continued  until  January  I, 
Tc^oi,  and  was  attended  with  a gratifying 
measure  of  success. 

Ill  1890  Mr.  Earnest  was  elected  county 
judge  of  Mitchell  county  and  served  for  one 
term  of  two  years,  after  which  he  declined  to 
be  a candidate  for  re-election.  Since  the  ter- 
mination of  his  partner  shill  with  Judge  Shep- 
hcnl  ho  has  been  alone  in  the  practice  of  law 
and  in  real  e.statc  dealing.  His  jiractice  is 
largely  along  thv  line  of  land  litigation  and 
thus  his  entire  work  is  largely  in  connection 
with  realty  operations.  The  lands  which  he 
has  in  charge  arc  both  improved  and  unim- 
proved and  lie  in  Alitchell  and  adjacent  coun- 
ties. lie  is  also  agent  for  the  Texas  8:  Pacific 
Railroad  lands  in  this  section  of  the  country. 
Jml.gc  Earliest  is  a highly  educated  man  and  in 
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the  course  of  his  long  residence  in  this  ccnintry 
and  in  associaticn  with  its  public  and  business 
interests  he  has  had  splendid  opportunity  for 
the  development  of  his  best  faculties  and  tal- 
ents. A gentleman  of  pleasing  addres.s  and  a 
fine  conversationalist,  his  words  always  elicit 
attention  and  interest.  He  has  a remarkablv 
keen  insight  into  the  current  affairs  of  the  da}-. 
In  the  road  that  he  has  traveled  he  has  met 
many  disappointments  and  also  many  victories 
and  at  length  he  has  reached  the  goal  of  pros- 
perity, not  through  any  fortunate  combiiivi- 
tion  of  circumstances  but  because  of  his  sin- 
cere and  laudable  ambition  and  straightfor- 
ward course.  He  has  consecrated  all  of  his 
energies  to  one  purpose  and  he  now  enjoys  the 
reputation  of  being  one  of  the  most  successful 
and  capable  land  lawyers  in  Mitchell  county. 

Judge  Earnest  was  united  in  marriage  ilay 
25,  i8<S6,  to  Miss  Fannie  Craig,  a native  of 
Pennsylvania,  who  resided  in  Lynchburg,  Vir- 
ginia. prior  to  her  arrival  in  Colorado,  Texas, 
where  she  resided  at  the  time  of  her  marriage. 
They  now  have  two  sons  and  three  daughters : 
Charles  Reams,  Afartha  Agnes,  Jeannette, 
Mable  and  Jo.  Judge  Earnest  is  a member  of 
the  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks, 
being  affiliated  with  the  lodge  at  Abilene, 
Texas.  In  a life  of  intense  and  well  directed 
activity  he  has  gained  an  honored  name  and 
stands  to-dav  as  one  of  the  representative  men 
of  western  Texas,  who  has  ever  been  the 
champion  of  progress,  reform,  improvement 
and  stib.stantial  development. 

HON.  W.  B.  CROCKETT,  judge  of  the 
county  court  of  Mitchell  county,  occupies  a posi- 
tion of  distinction  as  a representative  of  the  bar 
of  western  Texas.  He  has  been  engaged  active- 
ly in  practice  since  September,  1888,  and  with  a 
laudable  ambition  to  attain  succc.ss  and  promi- 
nence he  has  made  a close  study  of  the 
principles  of  jurisprudence,  resulting  in  a 
ready  mastery  of  the  points  in  litigation  that 
have  come  before  him.  He  makes  his  home  in 
Colorado,  where  he  is  esteemed  as  a citizen  as 
well  as  a member  of  the  bar,  his  personal  char- 
acteristics endearing  him  to  a large  circle  of 
friends. 

In  tracing  back  the  ancestry  of  the  Crockett 
family  it  is  generally  supposed  that  there  were 
originally  four  brothers  of  tlie  name  who  came 
to  this  country  from  Ireland  and  were  progeni- 
tors of  the  various  branches  of  Crocketts  now 
found  in  the  United  States.  Judge  Crockett  is 
a fourth  cousin  of  David  Crockett,  the  noted 


scout  and  Indian  fighter,  whose  e.xpcriences  and 
iliscoveries  in  the  west  did  so  much  to  open  up 
this  great  region  for  the  purposes  of  civilization. 
His  jiaternal  grandfather,  Samuel  Crockett,  re- 
moved from  Tcnne.'^see  to  Marshall  count}',  Alis- 
sissippi,  in  183d,  atid  settled  on  a farm  near 
Holly  Springs,  where  he  lived  and  died.  He 
was  a slave  owner  and  planter  prior  to  the  Civil 
war,  and  was  a well  known  and  infinential  resi- 
dent of  his  conmumiiv.  He  died  in  1878,  dur- 
ing ilie  yellow  fever  eifidemic  in  Hollv  Springs, 
at  the  age  of  sev'cniy-ninc  years.  In  his  family 
were  live  sons  and  five  daughters : William 

Samuel,  Henderson.  Nathaniel,  Columbus,  Sally. 
Nancy,  IVIary,  Martha  and  Betsey.  .All  were 
married  and  reared  families,  e.xcept  Alartha  and 
Samuel. 

\V  illiam  Henderson  Barnett  t rockelt,  father  of 
Judge  Crockett,  was  born  in  Tenne.sscc  and 
went  to  Ali.ssissippi  with  his  parents  in  1836. 
ever  afterward  making  his  home  in  that  state. 
He  was  a planter  and  successfully  managed  his 
agricultural  interests.  He  died  at  Forest  City, 
.Arkansas,  in  1874,  while  on  his  way  to  Te.xas. 
He  had  been  an  interested  student  of  Texas  fiis- 
tory,  its  progre.ss  and  development  and  for  manV 
years  had  desired  to  come  to  thi.s  state.  Finally 
he  made  arrangements  to  visit  Texas,  but  death 
claimed  him  ere  he  re.ached  his  destination.  He 
married  .Sally  Elizabeth  Newsom,  who  at  the 
time  of  their  marriage  was  a resident  of  Missis- 
sippi. .She  died  in  1890  near  'Walnut  Ridge, 
Arkan.sas,  where  several  of  her  brothers  and 
some  of  her  own  children  were  living.  She  was 
the  mother  of  fifteen  cliildrcn,  and  five  of  her 
sons  still  survive.  One  daughter  lived  to  be 
grown,  but  has  since  passed  away.  The  soius 
arc  ; Thaddeus,  Lafayette,  Samuel  Fdw  in  folin- 
son  and  Robert  Sterling  Lee.  twins.  C)f  this 
number,  Thad.  Lee  and  Edwin  are  residents  of 
Arkansas  and  the  others  of  Texas. 

William  Barnett  Crockett  was  born  in  what 
WHS  then  Green  county,  but  is  now  Cr.aighead 
county,  Arkansas,  January  29.  1855,  vvlien 
a year  old  was  taken  to  Alississippi,  where  he 
was  reared  to  manhood.  His  carl}'  education 
was  obtained  in  the  country  schools,  but  his  op- 
portunities for  intellectual  development  were 
somewhat  limited  prior  to  his  twentieth  year. 
He  then  asked  his  time  of  his  father,  saying  that 
if  he  could  obtain  it  he  wuold  educate  himself. 
The  first  year  he  earned  some  money  and  then 
with  what  lie  had  saved  p,aid  his  expenses  while 
attending  a country  scliool  for  three  or  four 
months.  Later  he  worked  as  a farm  hand  in  the 
vicinity  of  his  old  home,  and  as  soon  as  he  saved 
money  enough  matriculated  as  a student  in  a 
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AletikulisL  M'h'iui  in  Montezuma.  Tennessee, 
where  he  >pem  one  term.  He  then  obtained  a 
license  to  teach  and  entered  upon  ilic  active 
ivnrk  of  the  pn.ifession,  which  lie  followed  for  a 
tern'i  or  two  and  in  tliis  way  earned  the  fund.s 
that  enabled  him  to  continue  his  own  educati6n 
in  the -Vrkansas  Industrial  Unit  ersiiy  at  Fa\ette- 
mIIc.  lie  had  .'itenl  live  c>r  six  months  in  that 
insliltiii'm  when  he  became  ill  and  was  forced  to 
return  liotnc.  Water  he  agaiii  engag'ed  in  teach- 
ing' and  j.iursiied  a course  of  study  in  T.  .A.  Led- 
din's  busiucss  college  at  ilemphis,  iVIississiiipi. 
He  did  not  tjuiic  complete  the  cour.^e  there  but 
later  at  luka.  -Mississippi,  finished  a course  and 
received  his  dipbrnia.  This  was  a normal  school 
and  he  ti>ok  the  normal  course  in  leaching  in 
additi'in  to  coinpleting  his  course  in  bookkeep- 
ing. Subsequently  lie  had  charge  or  the  village 
school  at  Ilavnc.s,  Arkansas,  for  three  years  and 
during  the  summer  he  attended  the  National 
Xorniai  L'nit  cr.-ity  of  Lebanon,  (')hio,  where  he 
pursued  a scientitic  course.  Befr>rc  entering 
that  school  he  h;id  done  special  wen-k  in  rhetoric, 
letter  writing,  drawing,  penmanship,  debating, 
phonics  and  diacritics.  His  object  in  pursuing 
the  course  at  f-ebaiion  was  to  prepare  himself 
for  tile  teacherX  jirofessinn.  but  a death  in  the 
family  iiuerferred  with  his  plans  and  he  returned 
south 

Abfiut  that  time  .fudge  Crockett  entered  the 
law  office  of  Judge  R.  S.  .Stith  of  Holly  .Springs, 
Mis.sis-ij)pi.  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  Sep- 
tember. 1888,  at  that  place.  He  practiced  with 
his  preceptor  for  about  a year  and  was  then  a]i- 
poimed  deputy  clerk  of  the  chancery  court  c>f 
^larshall  couiu}-,  Mi.ssis.sippi,  retaining  the  posi- 
tion until  the  first  of  January.  189J,  when  he  re- 
.sigr.ed  to  come  to  Texas  on  account  of  his 
health,  arriving  'in  the  29th  of  .Vpril,  1892,  in 
Alitchell  couniw  where  lie  has  since  remained  in 
the  active  jinictice  of  law.  He  was  elected 
county  attorney  soon  after  coming  here  and  held 
the  po.-dtion  for  four  t ears.  Later  he  was  chosen 
County  judge  and  has  served  ujum  the  bench  for 
live  rears.  He  is  akso  ex-officio  i-oiuily  superin- 
tendem  of  schools  in  ^fitcliell  comity  by  reason 
of  his  indgeship.  His  practice  i.s  now  confined  to 
the  district  and  higher  courts  of  the  state.  He 
ha.s  ;i  keen  .iiialvtical  mind,  is  logical  in  his  de- 
dncii'  us,  -.irong  in  his  reasoning  and  seldom, 
if  evi  r.  at  fault  in  the  matter  of  the  application 
of  ;i  legal  principle  be  a jioiiil  at  issue  and  hi.s 
course  oi)  ilie  bciicli  is  in  harmony  with  his  rec- 
ord as  a man  ;md  lawyer,  being  distinguished  by 
unswerving  fi'h,  lily  and  a masterful  gras]>  of 
every  }.>roh!cm  that  is  presented  to  him  for  solu- 
tion. 


In  1882  Judge  .Crockett  wa.s  married  to  Miss 
Penelope  Branch,  who  resided  near  Holly 
Springs,  Mississipjii.  They  have  no  children  of 
their  own  l.ait  are  rearing  and  educating  a 
nephew  and  niece  of  ^^r.  Crockett  and  the  chil- 
dren of  his  brother  Edwin,  namely:  Winnie 

Davis  and  W.  B.  Crockett.  Jr.  Judge  Crockett 
has  been  a member  of  the  Methodist  church  since 
1876,  and  is  ever  an  luhncate  of  reform,  im- 
provement and  progress.  He  liolds  member- 
ship relations  with  the  Knights  and  Ladies  of 
Honor,  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows, 
in  both  the  subordinate  encampment  and  Re- 
hekah  lodges  and  with  tlie  Grand  Fraternity. 
The  salient  elements  of  his  character  were  early 
manifest  in  his  determination  to  educate  himself 
.and  to-day  he  is  a w’ell  informed  man  with  broad 
literary  and  general  knowledge,  as  well  as  thor- 
tmgli  understanding  of  the  principles  of  juris- 
prudence. He  has  risen  steadily  in  the  ranks 
of  his  profession  from  the  initial  step  in  his 
career  to  the  )>resent  time  and  has  most  efficient- 
ly^ conducted  the  school  affairs  of  Mitchell 
county,  making  a close  study  of  the  needs  and 
requircmcnt.s  of  the  public  school  system  and 
laboring  for  the  uplifting  of  the  standard  of  pub- 
lic education.  He  is  w-ell  versed  in  the  law  and 
his  decisions  as  county  juilge  have  met  with  gen- 
eral approval  not  only  from  his  professional 
brethren  in  Mitchell  county,  but  in  the  higher 
courts  of  the  state  as  well. 

ROYAL  WESLEY  GROGAN.  The  sub- 
ject of  thi.s  hic'graphical  review  holds  the  dis- 
tinction of  being  the  oldest  sundving  settler 
of  the  Red  River  portion  of  Clay  county,  lie 
identified  himself  with  it  when  it  was  hazard- 
ous for  a white  man  to  cstablisli  his  residence 
so  near  the  murderous  and  thieving  Comanche 
as  his  location  broug'ht  him,  but  he  came  to  this 
new  country'  to  settle  and  help  in  its  develop- 
ment, and  not  to  make  reprisals  on  the  red  man, 
and  his  operations  here  and  the  conduct  of  his 
business  were  not  seriously'  interfered  tvith. 

In  the  spring  of  1871  a few  new  settlers 
drifted  into  Clay  county  from  eastern  points 
and  selected  locations  upon  the  bleak  and  un- 
broken stretches  of  prairie,  the  home  of  tlie 
prairie  dog,  the  coyote  and  the  cowboy.  They' 
cainc  with  peaceable  intentions  and  quietly  went 
about  tltcir  vocations,  as  tamers  of  the  frontier, 
w inning  the  confidence  tmd  high  regard  of  their 
isolated  neighbors  and  making  for  themselves 
and  their  posterity'  a name  and  a local  fame 
as  enduring  as  the  sand  of  the  sea.  Among 
these  settlers  was  the  gentleman  named  in  the 
introduction  of  this  article.  He  was  a settler 
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from  Kanawha  county,  West  Virginia,  and  in- 
troduced into  the  Lone  Star  .state  the  youth, 
the  vigor  and  the  pure  blood  of  one  of  the 
best  families  of  North  Carolina,  for  it  was  in 
Rockingham  county,  that  slate,  that  its  early 
.\mcrican  history  was  made. 

Royal  W.  Grogan  wa.s  Ixjrn  December  8, 
1528.  in  Rockingham  county.  North  Carolina, 
and  his  parents  were  Robert  and  Serena  (Har- 
ris) Grogan,  native  to  the  same  county  and 
state  as  our  subject,  and  of  Irish  ance.stry.  The 
father  was  born  about  the  year  1800,  was  a car'- 
penter  and  died  at  the  age  of  fifty-six  } ears, 
while  his  wife  died  at  about  fifty  years  of  age. 
Of  their  family  of  eleven  children  Royal  \V.  is 
the  third.  He  was  schooled  in  the  rural  district 
schools  and  his  education  w'as  up  to  the  aver- 
age of  his  day'  and  time.  He  began  life  in- 
dependently as  a tobacco  manufacturer  in  his 
native  state  and  after  a year  went  into  West 
Y'irginia,  Kanawha  county,  and  engaged  in  the 
manufacture  of  salt  at  Ylalden.  hie  conducted 
the  business  with  success  till  the  emancipation 
of  the  negro  deprived  him  of  his  help,  when 
tlie  business  fell  into  sudden  decline.  From 
this  event  until  his  advent  to  1‘exas,  a period 
of  some  dozen  years,  no  business  connection 
engaged  him  and  the  stocking  of  his  little  ranch 
and  the  grazing  of  his  herd  were  the  acts  which 
again  brought  him  into  fidl  fellowship  with  tlic 
business  world. 

The  first  decade  of  his  experience  on  the 
range  was  attended  with  little  effort  beyond 
that  required  in  applying  the  brand  and  count- 
ing the  herd.  Stock  roamed  the  unlimited  agd 
boundless  grassy'  swa.rd  without-  molestation 
until  the  season  of  “rounding  up”  when  each 
owner  scoured  the  plain.s  for  and  gathered  unto 
himself  his  own.  Mr.  Grogan  was  one  of  the 
small  growers  of  the  county  and  has  continued 
so,  having  a ranch  of  four  hundred  and  eighty- 
acres. 

Mr.  Grogan  was  married  in  Kanawha  coun- 
ty, West  Virginia,  in  1859,  to  Miss  Fannie  Sum- 
merfield,  a daughter  of  Samuel  Summerfield. 
Mrs.  Grogan  died  February  2,  1898,  being  the 
mother  of  Robert  P.,  one  of  the  leading  young 
ranchmen  of  Clay'  county';  Ed-ward  W.,  also 
a prominent  ranch  and  stockman  and  farmer, 
near  Byers,  and  widely  known  as  a successful 
business  man  of  Clay  county ; Serena,  Helen, 
John,  Ida,  Jesse  and  Moses. 

In  his  relation  to  his  county  Mr.  Grogan  has 
been  a plain,  unassuming  gentleman.  Ilis  busi- 
ness obligations  have  always  been  met  and 
his  methods  have  stood  the  scrutinizing  eye  of 
nearly  a third  of  a century  without  suspicion  of 
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evil.  His  social  nature  has  brought  him  into 
contact  with  all  his  rieighbcjrs  and  his  universal 
popularity'  is  the  result.  His  family  have  taken 
honorable  places  in  the  busy-  world  and  he 
manifests  a pardonable  pride  in  their  success. 

A.  G.  PERSON,  I\I.  D.  In  the  paternal  line 
the  ancestry'  of  Dr.  ,A.  G.  Person,  of  Stu'der, 
can  be  traced  back  to  Thomas  Person,  in 
whose  honor  PensoU  county',  North  Carolina, 
was  named.  He  was  a general  in  command 
of  Yimerican  forces  in  the  Revolutionary'  war. 
His  native  state  was  Virginia  and  the  place  of 
his  birth  was  probably  Southampton  county'. 
He  lived  for  many  years  in  w'hat  was  known 
as  Dodge  county,  North  Carolina,  but  this 
county  was  afterward  divided  into  Wayne, 
Greene  and  Lenore  counties.  General  Person 
continued  a resident  of  the  old  North  state 
throughout  his  remaining  days.  He  was  the 
great-grandfather  of  Dr.  Person  of  this  re\'Iccv. 
He  liad  several  sons,  of  whom  Josiah  Person 
was  the  next  in  line  of  direct  descent  to  our 
subject.  Ihe  father.  Dr.  A.  G.  Person,  was 
born  ill  1816  and  became  a practicing  phy'si- 
cian  of  Fremont,  Wayne  county,  North  Caro- 
lina. He  was  a native  of  that  county  and 
made  his  home  there  thrmighout  his  entire  life, 
passing  away  in  July',  1856.  lie  married  Miss 
-Arabella  T.  Handley,  who  long  survived  him 
and  died  in  1S95  at  the  age  of  sixty'-four  years. 
In  their  family'  were  six  children,  three  sons 
and  three  daughters,  but  the  daughters  all 
died  in  infancy'.  The  sons  arc:  W.  B.,  a resi- 
dent of  Goldsboro,  Wayme  county',  North 
Carolina;  Dr.  J.  E.  Person,  a practicing  physi- 
cian of  Wayne  county;  and  -Aiklison  Garland. 

The  last  named  was  born  in  Nahunta, 
Wayne  county,  North  Carolina,  August  12, 
1856.  but  the  name  of  the  town  has  since  been 
changed  to  Fremont.  His  father  having  died 
and  his  mother  married  again  lie  was  reared 
principally  by  his  guardian  who  sent  him  to 
school  to  Fremont  Academy'  in  his  native 
state.  Tins  was  after  the  close  of  the  W'ar 
and  prior  to  that  time  he  had  very  little  op- 
portunity for  obtaining  an  education.  In  1868 
or  i86c)  his  mother  and  stepfather  were  living 
at  Wilmington,  North  Carolina,  and  he  went 
there  and  became  a student  in  Cape  Fair  Mili- 
tary Academy,  then  in  charge  of  General  J.  B. 
Coleston,  afterward  the  general  in  charge  of 
an  expedition  which  crossed  the  desert  of 
Sahara  and  which  was  sent  out  by  the  Khedive 
of  Egypt.  Charles  B.  Alfrend  was  also  a pro- 
fessor in  that  institution.  Dr.  Person’s  step- 
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faiiicr,  W iiliani  K,  Bass,  died  in  1S71.  Tlie 
following  year  Idr.  Person  entered  Wake  For- 
est College,  at  Wake  Fore.'^t,  North  Larolina, 
where  he  spent  two  years,  acquiring  the 
greater  pan  of  his  literary  education  in  that 
institution.  He  afterward  engaged  in  teaching 
school  during  the  winter  of  1S74  at  Watery 
Branch  schoolhou.se  in  W ayne  county  and  in 
1875  he  entered  the  drug  store  of  Cox  & Per- 
son (the  junior  partner  being  hi.s  brother J in 
Fremont,  where  he  remained  as  a clerk  for 
about  twelve  months.  lie  next  entered  the 
employ  of  ^\ycock  & Edgerton.  general  mer- 
chants of  that  place  in  the  cajmeity  of  a sales- 
man and  bookkeeper,  remaining  rvith  them 
until  December,  1877. 

It  was  on  the  12th  of  that  luonth  that  Dr. 
Person  was  married  to  Miss  S.  Fannie  Wood, 
wdto  was  born  in  Guilford  county.  North  Caro- 
lina. and  wa.s  a daughter  of  Penuel  and  Ca- 
lista  Wood,  both  natives  of  that  state.  Mrs. 
Person's  home  at  the  time  of  her  marriage, 
however,  was  in  Montgomery  county. 

.\fter  his  marriage  Dr.  Person  went  to  ^\’il- 
sori  county,  wliere  he  purchased  a farm,  which 
he  operated  fur  about  a year.  He  then  re- 
rno\ed  to  the  town  of  Wilson  and  was  engaged 
with  Branch  Hadley,  general  merchants 
from  1878  until  1883,  During  that  time  he  be- 
gan reading  medicine  in  his  leisure  hours  with 
the  intention  of  becoming  a member  of  the 
medical  profession.  He  attended  lectures  in 
1883  at  the  College  of  Physicians  and  Sur- 
geons at  Baltimore,  Alaryland.  and  was  grad- 
uated from  that  institution  in  1885.  tollowing 
his  gradunrion  he  returned  to  1 remont,  his  old 
home  li  wn,  opened  an  office  for  practice  and 
rcmainetl  there  until  December,  1889. 

In  that  year  Dr.  Person  came  to  Texas,  set- 
tling first  at  Nixon.  Giiadaluiie  count>-,  wliere 
he  practiced  until  November,  i8<)i,  when  he 
returned  to  Fremont,  North  Carolina,  there 
remaining  until  Febniarv.  1893.  He  then  again 
came  to  Texas,  .going  to  Hico.  Hamilton  coun- 
tv. Ill  1803.  while  living  at  Hico.  Dr.  Per- 
s- 'll,  hi-  wife  and  one  of  their  sons,  were  taken 
ill  and  in  order  to  regain  their  health  they 
made  their  way  to  the  prairies  of  G.'oke  county, 
'ricing  Him  h benefited  by  the  change.  They 
afterward  returned  to  Nixon,  continuing  there 
mitil  Tnlv,  18.97,  when  they  again  went  to 
Hico, 'wliere  the  following  year  Dr.  Person 
fornied  a ])artnership  with  Profes.sor  J.  H.  W'y- 
song,  one  of  nature's  nolilcmeii  and  a noted 
chciiii-t  of  the  state.  Thi.s  partnership  was 
continued  until  f>ctoher,  i8<i(),  when  on  ac- 


count of  ill  health  Dr.  I’erson  was  again  forced 
to  leave  Hico.  Seeking  a higher  altitude  and 
the  free  air  of  the  western  country  he  removed 
his  family  to  Snyder,  Texas,  where  he  has 
since  remained,  here  enjoying  perfect  health 
himself  as  hai’e  hi,s  entire  family. 

In  his  profession  he  has  made  continuous 
advancement,  being  an  earne.st  student  of  the 
principles  of  medicine  and  keeping  abreast  of 
the  times  with  all  modern  research.  He  took 
a post  graduate  course  at  the  New  Orleans 
Polyclinic  in  1903,  pursuing  special  lines  of 
study  concerning  the  treatment  of  diseases  of 
the  eye,  ear,  nose  and  throat.  He  has  built 
up  a good  paying  practice,  receiving  a patron- 
age from  some  of  the  best  families  in  thi.s  sec- 
tion of  the  state.  lie  was  first  licensed  to  prac- 
tice medicine  by  the  state  board  of  medical  ex- 
aminers of  North  Carolina  in  !May,  1885,  was 
elected  a member  of  the  board  of  health  of 
Wayne  county  in  September  of  the  same  year 
and  was  chosen  pre.sideiit  of  that  board  in 
1889.  He  was  a member  of  the  Caldwell 
county.  Fexas,  Medical  Society  from  1894 
until  1899  and  lie  was  licensed  to  practice  by 
the  fifth  district  board  in  1898  and  afterward 
by  the  stale  board  of  medical  examiners  in 
1902.  He  was  one  of  the  organizers  of  the 
Southwest  Alcdical  Society  of  El  Paso  in 
i()Oi,  in  1902,  he  became  county  health  officer 
of  Scurry  county,  wdiile  since  1902  he  has  also 
been  president  of  the  board  of  health  of  Sny- 
iler.  He  juiiifd  the  Stale  iUedical  Association 
(>i  I'c-xas  ill  .\pril.  i<p3,  at  .San  .Xntonio  and 
the  .\mericaii  Medical  -Association  at  New 
Orleans  in  .May,  1903.  He  w'as  also  one  of  the 
organizers  of  the  Alitchell,  Scurrvq  Kent  and 
Dickens  Counties  Association  in  1903  and  is 
at  present  president  of  the  county  organiza- 
tion. He  was  a member  of  the  house  of  dele- 
gates of  the  State  Medical  A.ssociation,  which 
authorized  the  publication  of  its  proceedings 
in  journal  form,  known  as  the  Texas  State 
Journal,  at  present  published  at  Fort  AVMrth. 

Dr.  and  Airs.  Person  .are  well  known  socially 
and  have  a large  circle  of  warm  friends.  They 
are  the  parents  of  four  living  children,  Affleta 
Belle.  Fay  Burkhead.  .Addison  Garland  and 
P.eiijaniin  A'aie.  They  have  also  lost  one  .son, 
the  eldest  of  their  children,  Edgar  Rascom 
Person,  who  died  in  AVilson,  North  Carolina, 
in  1880,  at  the  age  of  one  year  and  ten  months. 

Dr.  Person  has  not  onh-  been  active!}  inter- 
ested in  the  progress  of  the  medical  fraternity 
hut  has  also  been  instrumental  in  the  promo- 
tion of  v.arions  enterprises  for  tiie  genera! 
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good.  He  was  a priine  factor  in  the  organiza- 
tion of  the  Snyder  independent  sehool  district 
in  11)00  and  for  some  years  was  one  of  its 
trustees.  As  a result  of  the  united  forces  on 
the  part  of  enterprising  citizens  of  this  place  a 
handsome  school  building  was  erected  and  this 
is  now  one  of  the  best  schools  in  the  state.  Dr. 
Person  is  an  Odd  Fellow,  having  been  made  a 
member  of  the  order  in  lintcrprise  lodge,  No. 
44,  at  Wilson,  North  Carolina,  in  i8&).  He 
was  one  of  the  organizers  of  the  lodge  in  .Sny'- 
der,  being  appointed  special  district  deputy 
grand  master  for  the  purpose  of  organizing 
Snyder  lodge,  Ko.  485,  which  lodge  has  since 
had  a prosperous  existence.  lie  is  a devoted 
memltcr  of  the  Methodist  church,  with  which 
he  has  affiliated  since  1877,  when  he  joined  tho 
denomination  at  Fremont,  North  Carc.>lina, 
having,  however,  made  a profession  of  religion 
some  years  before.  He  has  since  been  actively 
interested  in  religious  work  and  it  has  been  a 
matter  of  earnest  endeavor  to  exemplify  his 
belief  in  his  daily  life. 

G.  G.  WILLIAMSON,  owner  of  ten  hundred 
and  eighty  acres  of  valuable  Texas  laud  in 
Scurry'  county,  is  engaged  at  the  present  time  in 
general  farming,  having  five  hundred  acres  un- 
der cultivation.  He  was  born  in  Springfield, 
Ohio,  September  12,  1850.  His  father,  James 
Williamson,  was  a native  of  North  Carolina,  born 
in  1808,  and  became  one  of  the  early  settlers  of 
the  Buckeye  state,  to  which  he  emigrated  in 
1836.  He  had  removed  from  North  Carolina  to 
Virginia  when  a y'Oung  man  of  twenty-one  years 
and  in  the  Old  Dominion  had  educated  himself 
for  the  ministry,  becoming  a preacher  of  the 
Christian  cliurch.  When  the  division  occurred 
in  that  denomiation  he  was  one  of  the  organizers 
of  the  New  Light  church.  In  S])ringfield.  Ohio, 
he  edited  a paper  called  the  Christian  Herald, 
continuing  its  publication  for  several  years.  He 
was  married  in  the  Buckeye  state  to  Miss 
Phoebe  Monfort,  a native  of  Ohio,  and  in  1857 
he  removed  to  Iowa,  where  he  began  fanning. 
His  death  occurred  in  Columbus  City.  low'a,  in 
1886.  while  his  wdfe  died  in  the  town  of  Tribune, 
in  Greeley  county,  Kansas,  in  1890,  having  made 
her  home  with  her  daughters  in  that  place.  In 
their  family  were  five  children,  three  sons  and 
two  daughters;  Francis,  who  i.s  a resident  of 
Renfrow,  Oklahoma;  P.  M.,  who  is  living  in 
Como,  Colorado;  Annie  Maria,  the  wife  of  Co- 
lumbus Orr,  of  Greeley  county,  Kansas;  G.  G., 
of  this  review ; and  Elizabeth,  deceased. 

Gilbert  Gordon  Williamson  was  born  in 
Springfield,  Ohio,  and  made  his  home  with  his 
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father  until  1872.  In  March  of  that  year  he 
went  to  California,  having  just  five  dollars  left 
after  buying  his  ticket.  The  trip  was  attended 
with  various  difficulties,  because  the  train  was 
snowbound  011  the  way,  and  he  reached  his  desti- 
nation with  twenty-five  cents  in  his  pocket, 
wliich  sum  was  expended  for  a breakfast.  He 
then  .started  ftjr  the  comstry,  where  his  brother- 
in-law,  Columbus  C)rr,was  tlien  living,  his  home 
Iteing  in  Napa  county.'  Soon  afterward  he  ob- 
tained employment  with  a neighbor  of  Mr.  Orr 
named  Wrilson.  He  w’orked  for  his  board  for 
two  weeks,  at  the  end  of  which  time  he  secured 
a position  in  a dairy  near  Napa  at  a salary'  of 
thirty-five  dollars  per  mouth  and  board.  He 
worked  there  for  tlirce  months,  after  which  he 
was  employed  in  connection  with  a steam 
thresher  outfit,  carrying  sacks  at  three  dollars 
per  day  and  for  one  hun<lrcd  consecutive  days 
he  was  thus  employ  ed  at  threshing  in  the  service 
of  a Mr.  Hubbel.  Later  the  firm  of  Huhhcl  & 
Williamson  was  formed  and  ihoy  rented  land 
from  Mr.  Wilson,  for  whom  Mr.  Williamson 
had  first  worked  when  he  went  to  California. 
They  put  in  a crop  of  wheat  of  one  hundred  acres 
in  the  fall  of  1872,  and  from  that  planting  har- 
vested five  thousand  bushels  or  an  average  of 
fifty  bushels  to  the  acre.  This  gave  Mr.  Wil- 
liamson a start  in  business  and  he  then  pur- 
chased a half  interest  in  a steam  thresher,  i\Ir. 
Hubbel  being  his  partner,  and  together  they 
operated  a thresher  through  the  summer  and 
fall,  or  until  November,  1873. 

By  this  time  Mr.  Williamson  had  accumu- 
lated quite  a comfortable  competence,  and  he  de- 
cided to  make  a trip  back  to  Iowa  to  visit  his 
people  in  that  state.  Tliis  he  did,  remaining' 
there  until  March,  1874.  He  spent  the  winter  in 
Iowa  but  the  climate  proved  too  severe  for  his 
comfort  and  he  again  started  for  California, 
where  he  once  more  followed  threshing  ami 
farming  until  i870.  When  he  sold  out  his 
threshing  business  he  accepted  a position  as 
agent  at  the  State  Insane  .\sylum  at  Napa,  Cal- 
ifornia, at  a salary  of  forty  lUdlars  |)er  mouth  and 
board,  but  eventually  was  given  a salary  of  forty- 
five  dollars  per  month  and  placed  in  charge  of 
the  largest  ward  in  the  building,  containing  from 
one  hundred  to  one  bundred  and  twenty  pa- 
tients. He  was  thus  engaged  until  March.  1882. 
and  while  there  he  met  the  lady  who  afterward 
became  his  wife.  She  bore  the  maiden  name  of 
Miss  Mima  Henry,  and  was  an  attendant  and 
nightwateb  in  the  asylum  for  seven  years. 
After  his  marriage  Mr.  Williamson  went  to  Las 
Vegas,  New  Mexico,  where  he  purchased  a 
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flock  of  jlieep  of  twriii  v -six  Imiulrcd  head,  which 
he  drove  overland  to  Texas.  He  was  accoin- 
panied  by  a Mr.  Grig'.sbee,  who  also  bought  two 
thousand  head,  They  bunched  their  sheep  and 
drove  them  through  together,  leaving  ,Las 
\'egas  on  the  .rStli  of  July  and  arriving  at  Colo- 
rado, I'e.xas,  altout  the  1st  of  September.  There 
the  two  men  divided  their  sheep  and  Mr.  A'il- 
liamsoii  brought  his  flock  to  Scurry  county,  ar- 
riving •, there  .'snyder  now  siaiuls  about  the  1st 
of  t )ct')ber.  fie  decided  to  locate  here,  for  look- 
ing over  the  country  he  wa.s  jilea.sed  with  it.s 
natiir.al  re-ources  and  it.s  possibilities  for  future 
devfcloprm tit.  He  settled  on  section  141 ),  Scurry 
cottnlx.  the  land  being  surveyed  by  Judge 
Lxitniy  of  Colorado,  Texas.  Tlie  place  origi- 
itally  comprised  fourteen  hundred  and  forty 
.icres.  but  at  a recent  date  .Mr.  W'illiamson  sold 
a sm;4l  tract  and  now  has  ten  hundred  and 
cighry  acres  of  good  land,  of  which  five  hundred 
acres  i>  under  ctihiiation.  It  is  situated  on  the 
road  between  Colorado  and  Snyder,  two  miles 
north  of  the  village  of  Dunti.  .After  surveying 
the  itiace  lie  liauled  lumber  from  Colorado  and 
jiut  up  a iiou.se  fourteen  by  twenty-eight  feet, 
doing  all  of  the  work  him.self.  On  the  3d  of 
N'lveinber  he  met  hi.s  intended  wife,  .Miss  ^lima 
Henry,  at  El  Paso  and  they  continued  their 
jouniec  on  to  Colorado,  where  they  were 
married  on  the  4th  of  November.  1S82,  in  the 
Ilaptist  church,  which  was  the  first  house  of 
worship  erected  in  that  citv.  The  young  couple 
removed  10  tlie  new  home  on  the  hill  and  there 
began  housekeeping.  Their  nearest  neighbor 
was  three  miles  distant  and  there  was  not  a half 
dozen  families  in  ilic  county  at  that  time.  Here 
iMr.  Williamson  has  since  made  his  home  and  has 
been  an  active  factor  in  the  development  and 
[irogres.s  of  the  county  along  various  lines.  He 
was  one  of  the  first  commissioners  of  Scurry 
county,  which  was  organized  in  the  summer  of 
and  in  the  fall  of  that  year  he  was  elected 
for  a full  term  and  was  rc-ck'cted  in  the  fall  of 
1S88,  thus  serving  until  1S90.  In  i8<36  he  was 
again  .nominated  and  was  elected  to  the  same 
jiositiun,  continuing  in  the  office  until  1900. 

Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Williamson  have  been 
born  five  children,  three  sons  and  two  daugh- 
ters, all  of  whom  are  living.  In  the  long  period 
of  his  residence  in  this  county,  coverin.g  tweiity- 
ihrec  years,  Air.  Wblliamson’s  bills  for  medical 
rxtiendance  hate  not  exceeded  seventy-five  dol- 
lars— a fact  which  indicates  the  remarkably 
healthful  conditions  of  the  country.  The  chil- 
dren are  Gilltert  He  Witt.  Annie  Maude,  James 
Cordon.  Jennie  \"arena  and  Edward  Henry. 


.As  the  years  have  passed  by  Air.  Williamson 
has  prospered  and  vet  there  have  been  many 
hard  an<l  difficult  experiences  in  his  life.  He 
has,  however,  persevered  in  his  work  and  is  now 
numbered  among  the  successful  men  in  the 
county.  He  has  proltahly  ,stmk  as  many  as  two 
hundred  wells  in  different  parts  of  the  county. 
He  continued  in  the  sheep-raising  business  until 
1890.  when  he  began  digging  wells  and  the  same 
year  he  started  in  the  cattle  business,  in  which 
lie  continued  until  190)5,  when  he  sold  his  cattle 
and  is  now  giving  his  entire  attention  to  farm- 
ing, which  he  finds  to  be  a profitable  industry,  the 
productive  soil  of  Texas  responding  readily  to 
irrigation  ami  cultivation.  He  is  a member  of 
the  Alethodist  church  and  also  belongs  to  the 
C)dd  Fellows  and  AVoodmeii  societies,  having 
been  identified  with  the  former  for  twenty-.six 
years  and  the  latter  for  si.x  years.  He  has  had 
an  eventftil  career  but  ttn  the  whole  has  made 
consecutive  jtrogress  and  is  today  accounted  one 
of  the  prominent  and  influential  residents  of  his 
community  because  of  the  part  wdtich  he  has 
taken  in  advancing  material,  intellectual,  social 
and  moral  progress  here. 

J.  AI.  SAIITH,  vice-president  of  the  First 
National  Bank  of  Snyder,  is  a native  son  of 
Texas,  his  birth  hating  occurred  in  Burnet 
county  on  the  i6th  of  November,  1857.  His 
father,  James  G.  .Smith,  was  a native  of  Dixon 
county,  Tennessee,  horit  about  1822  and  was 
reared  in  tiiat  state,  devoting  his  time  and 
energies  to  farming  and  stock  raising.  In  1850 
he  came  to  Te.xas,  locating  first  in  Williamson 
county  and  afterward  removed  to  Burnet 
county,  where  he  located  in  1856.  He  tvas 
married  in  the  latter  county  to  Aliss  Sarah 
Jame.s.  a native  of  Arkansas.  He  was  there 
during  tlie  Indian  troubles,  for  during  the  pe- 
riod of  the  Civil  w'ar  the  red  men  were  espe- 
cially hostile  in  that  countr}'.  Air.  Smith  in- 
stead of  entering  the  Confederate  service  was 
engaged  in  active  duty  at  home  associating 
himself  with  the  rangers  for  the  purpose  of 
fighting  the  Indians,  running  them  out  of  the 
country  whenever  they  appeared  and  thus  pro- 
tecting families  and  property  at  home.  He 
continued  his  residence  in  Burnet  county  up  to 
the  time  of  his  death,  which  occurred  in  1902. 
His  widow  is  still  living  on  the  old  homestead 
in  that  count}’^  at  the  age  of  about  sixty-five 
y'cars.  In  their  family  there  were  eight  chil- 
dren, seven  sons  and  a daughter:  George  W., 
recently  of  Scurry  county*  but  now  deceased; 
Lon,  residing  in  Scurry  county;  Ozro,  also  of 
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i!k'  same  coimt\  ; Dolphus,  living  in  Flurnct 
county,  Texas;  Edgar  and  Elzy,  also  of  Bur- 
net county;  l.aura,  the  wife  of  David  Sims,  of 
Kent  county:  and  Jackson  Ylonroc  Smith. 

In  taking  up  tlie  personal  history  of  Jack- 
son  M.  Smith  we  present  to  our  readers  the 
life  record  of  one  widely  and  favorably  known 
in  Scurry  county  hecau.se  of  his  active  connec- 
tion with  business  interests  and  his  support  of 
progressive  public  measures.  He  was  reared  in 
Burnet  county,  making  his  home  with  his 
parents. until  the  time  be  attained  his  majority^, 
Since  old  enough  to  ride  a horse  he  began 
tending  cattle  for  his  fatlier  .and  he  spent  a 
portion  of  his  time  in  the  c-.-unir)  schools.  In 
18/S  in  connection  with  his  brothers  George 
and  Lou  he  went  to  Coleman,  Texas,  where 
they  engaged  in  the  stock  business  on  their 
owm  account.  They  took  a herd  of  stock  with 
them  and  herded  them  on  the  free  range.  In 
1881  the  brothers  transferred  their  stock  to 
Kent  county  and  about  this  time  developed  a 
formal  business  organization  under  the  firm 
■Style  of  Smith  Brothers,  the  relation  betwa?en 
them  being  maintained  for  ten  or  twelve  years, 
their  brand  being  the  J which  w-as  a noted  brand 
ill  the  country.  After  dividing  their  interests,  J. 
M.  Smith  established  the  L O X brand,  which 
he  still  maintains.  By'  this  time  the  country 
was  pretty  ivell  under  fence.  -Mr.  Smith  pur- 
chased land  in  Kent  county  and  has  made 
quite  extensive  additions  to  his  landed  hold- 
ings. His  ranch  now  comprises  fourteen  thou- 
sand acres,  most  of  which  lies  in  Kent  county 
with  about  tw'o  thousand  acres  in  Scurry  county. 
His  herds  are  mostly  Herefords  wdrli  some  Dur- 
hams,  having  some  fourteen  hundred  head  of 
finely  bfed,  high  grade  cattle. 

Mr.  Smith  made  his  home  in  Kent  county 
until  his  marriage,  which  occurred  February 
12,  1889,  Miss  Lillian  N^apier  a native  of  Bur- 
net county',  Texas,  becoming  his  wife.  About 
this  time  he  removed  to  Snyder,  wdiere  he  has 
since  resided  and  the  home  has  been  blessed 
with  three  children,  Neil  E.,  Nellie  C.  and 
Leslie  O. 

In  October,  1900,  Mr.  Smith  became  one  of 
the  organizers  of  the  First  National  Bank  of 
Snyder,  which  w'as  capitalized  for  thirty-five 
thousand  dollars.  The  first  president  of  the 
institution  yvas  his  brother,  George  W.  Smith, 
who  Served  until  his  death,  wdiilc  J.  M.  Smith 
was  made  vice-president.  The  present  bank 
building  w'as  erected  at  a cost  of  six  thousand 
-dollars  and  is  well  equipped.  The  officers  at 
the  present  rvriting  are:  J.  Dodson,  president; 


J.  IM.  Smith,  vice-president;  T.  IS  Baker,  cash- 
ier; and  Lee  Boren,  assistant  cashier.  Mr. 
Smith  is  a typical  cattle  man  of  Texas  and  l]a.s 
experience'!  all  of  the  vicissitudes  attendant 
upon  life  on  the  plains.  His  knowledge  of  the 
cattle  business  is  not  excelled  hy  that  of  an}' 
other  man  and  in  this  calling  he  has  yvon  a 
very  gratifying  measure  of  success  and  is  rated 
yvitli  the  best  busine.ss  men  of  the  country.  He 
has  been  a rnember  df  tbe  Masonic  fraternity 
for  tbe  past  fifteen  years  .and  is  a charter  mem- 
ber of  the  k)dge  in  .Snyder. 

HON.  ARTHUR  YONGE.  No  history-  of 
business  development  in  Snyder  yvould  be 
Complete  yvithout  mention  of  this  gentleman 
and  it  is  yvith  pleasure  therefore  that  yve  pre- 
sent to  our  reader,-,  his  life  record.  He  comes 
of  English  ancestry,  the  line  of  descent  being 
traced  doyvn  from  ITeriry  Yonge,  wlio  emigra- 
ted from  England  .sometime  betyveen  the  years 
1800  and  1812,  settling  in  the  West  Indies, 
yvhere  he  became  a sugar  planter.  From  there 
he  afteryvard  went  to  Florida  when  it  was 
under  Spanish  rule  and  again  he  comducted  a 
plantation.  He  yvas  in  that  state  at  the  time 
of  its  occupation  by  the  United  States  troop.s 
and  he  had  a large  amount  of  j>ropcrty  confis- 
cated by  the  soldiers  yvhile  this  ccaintry  yynis 
engaged  in  year  yvith  England  in  1812,  He 
spent  much  of  his  time  at  St.  Augustine  and 
Tallahassee,  but  his  ia.^t  years  yvere  passed  in 
Gecugia,  yvhere  he  died  about  1834.  He  yvas 
tyvice  married,  his  second  union  being  yydth 
Miss  Cox,  of  AVashington  county,  yvho  yvas  a 
lady  of  some  prominence  in  social  affairs  of 
that  part  of  the  country. 

The  younge.st  child  of  the  second  marriage 
yvas  William  Perm  Chandler  Yonge,  yvho  yvas 
born  in  Georgia  about  1822.  Henry  Yonge 
died  yvlicn  his  son  William  yvas  about  tyy'clve 
years  of  age  and  the  latter  obtained  no  prop- 
erty from  his  father’s  estate  and  from  that 
early  age  made  his  uyvn  yvay  in  the  world. 
Having  arrived  at  years  of  maturity  he  yvedded 
Miss  Mary  Anne  Gochvin,  of  Girard,  Alabama, 
the  yvedding  being  celebrated  about  1846.  Mr. 
Yonge  was  living  m Girard  at  that  time,  being 
engageyl  in  merchandising  there.  He  had  pre- 
viously been  a clerk  at  Columbus,  Georgia, 
for  the  firm  of  Mulford  & Adams,  dry  goods 
merchants.  In  1849  he  yvent  to  California, 
spending  eighteen  months  in  that  state,  during 
yvhich  time  he  tray'cled  extensively  oy'er  the 
gold  fields  and  yvas  reasonably  successful  in 
his  search  for  the  precious  metal.  In  1851  he 
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rL-iurncd  tu  Alabama  wiih  the  intention  of  go- 
ing: again  t^  t 'alifortiia  hut  n hile  in  Columbus, 
Gc'irgia.  he  was  shown  a piece  of  raw  lime 
stone  rock  by  a negro  brick  layer.  His  atten- 
tion teas  thus  called  to  the  fact  that  there  was 
valuable  lime  >tone  in  Russell  county  in’ east- 
ern Alabama  from  which  good  lime  was  being 
made  on  a small  scale.  He  became  interested 
in  the  matter  and  after  investigation  organ- 
ized what  was  known  as  the  Chewacla  Lime 
Works,  admitting  to  a partnership  Charles  T. 
i’ollard,  of  Montgomery,  Alabama,  and  Samuel 
C.  Jones,  also  of  ^Montgomery,  Mr.  Yonge 
was  activch'  in  charge  of  the  enterprise  as 
superintendent.  The  company  was  chartered 
under  the  laws  of  Alabama  with  a capital  stock 
of  one  hundred  thou.^and  dollars  and  he  suc- 
cessfully- c<mducled  the  business  until  1874  or 
1873.  ffuring  the  war  he  manufactured  the 
large  amount  of  lime  that  was  used  in  fortifi- 
cations for  the  Southern  Confederacy'.  He 
also  owned  what  was  known  as  Spring  X'illa 
in  Lee  county  near  the  Chewacla  Lime  Works, 
where  he  maintained  his  home.  This  was 
known  as  the  finest  country  home  in  that  part 
of  the  south  because  of  its  pro.ximity'  to  the 
lakes,  its  beautiful  dowers  and  sfilendid  or- 
chards. W^illiain  Penn  Chandler  Yonge  w'as 
a man  of  excellent  financial  ability  and  keen 
Itusiness  insight  as. was  manifest  in  his  capable 
control  of  the  lime  works,  but  he  Spent  much 
of  his  money  in  lavish  entertainment  at  his 
country  home  and  died  in  1870  in  limited  finan- 
cial circumstances.  He  was  small  of  stature, 
weighing  perhaps  from  one  hundred  and 
twenty'  to  one  hutidred  and  twenty-five  pounds 
and  his  educational  privileges  W'ere  extremely 
limited,  for  ow  ing  to  his  father’s  death  he  had 
to  rely'  upem  his  own  rc.sources  from  an  early' 
age.  He  had  not  the  opportunity  for  an  edu- 
cation that  other  members  of  the  family  en- 
joy'cd,  yet  he  gave  people  the  impression  of 
being  a well  educated  man,  possessing  a Ches- 
terfield manner.  His  knowledge  had  been  ac- 
quired through  reading,  observation  and  ex- 
perience an<l  was  largely  .sup|)lemented  by  a 
natural  adajitability.  He  wa.s  of  an  impulsive 
nature,  generous  in  the  use  of  his  money,  and 
enti  rtaineil  his  rriends  very  liberally.  He  was 
also  public  sjiirited  and  gave  freely  to  every 
enterprise  that  jimmised  to  be  of  benefit  to 
ilie  community  at  large. 

Vt  illiani  P.  C.  Yonge  w’as  united  in  marriage 
to  Miss  ^larv  Anne  Godwin,  who  was  with 
one  cxceiUion  the  eldest  child  of  John  Godwin, 
of  tiirard,  \labama,  formerly  from  Cheratv, 


.Snith  Carolina,  in  which  place  Mrs.  Yonge 
was  horn.  Her  father  was  an  architect  of 
considerable  reputation  and  owned  a crew  of 
negro  mechanics  w'ith  Horace  King  as  fore- 
man. He  built  the  first  bridges  across  the 
Chattahtiochic  river  at  Columbus,  Georgia,  and 
also  many  of  the  finest  residences  of  that 
city  are  standing  today  to  remind  the  citizens 
of  his  ability'  as  an  architect.  He  also  built  the 
present  Capitol  of  Alabama  at  Montgomerv — 
the  building  in  which  Jefferson  Davis  was  pro- 
claimed president  of  the  southern  Confederacy . 
Horace  King,  before  referred  to,  was  manumit- 
ted by  John  Godw'in  before  the  war  but  re- 
mained with  him  as  foreman  of  his  mechanics 
until  Mr.  Godwin's  death  in  1861.  While  the 
latter  was  at  one  time  w'orth  a large  sum  of 
money  he  divided  it  among  his  children  before 
his  death  and  when  his  demise  occurred  had  but 
little  property.  The  Columbus  (Georgia)  En- 
quirer said.  “All  that  remains  of  John  Godwin 
are  the  shade  trees  around  the  place  where  his 
beautiful  home  lias  long  since  been  burned  and 
the  lonely  graves  on  the  little  hill  top  a half  a 
mile  distant  that  mark  the  spot  where  he  and  the 
greater  number  of  the  members  of  the  family 
lie  buried.  On  a tombstone  are  engraven  these 
words,  ‘John  Godwin,  born  October  17,  1798, 
died  February  2f>,  1859.’  This  stone  was  placed 
there  by  Horace  King  in  lasting  remembrance 
Ilf  the  love  and  gratitude  he  felt  for  his  lost 
friend  and  former  master."  This  tombstone 
is  in  Girard,  .\labaina.  one  mile  west  of  Colum- 
bus, Georgia.  ^Irs.  Penn  Yonge  is  still  living, 
making  her  home  with  one  of  her  sons  in  El 
Paso,  Texas.  By  her  marriage  she  had  four 
sons:  Arthur,  Claude  and  Charles,  who  are 

residents  of  El  Paso;  and  Joseph,  who  died  in- 
Spring  \'illa,  (Georgia,  when  twenty -one  years 
of  age. 

.\rthnr  'S’onge,  born  .\ngnst  15,  1852,  at 
Girard.  .Alabama,  w'as  only'  about  two  y'ears 
old  when  bis  father  removed  to  Russell  county', 
that  stale,  which  county  was  afterward  divided, 
I,ee  county'  being  .set  off.  The  family'  lived 
alternately  at  A'ongcsboro  and  Spring  A'illa, 
.Mr.  Yonge  remaining  w'ith  his  parents  until 
the  10th  of  April,  1869,  at  w'hich  time,  having 
become  fascinated  by  talcs  of  western  life  in 
Texas,  he  came  to  this  state,  making  his  way' 
at  first  to  Jefferson.  When  he  left  home  he 
was  in  his  seventeenth  y'car  and  he  never  saw 
his  father  alive  again.  He  gradually  drifted 
westward  and  engaged  in  the  business  of  driv- 
ing cattle,  generally  in  the  employ'  of  others, 
spending  his  time  between  Texas,  Indian  Ter- 
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riton^  Kansas,  Nebraska  and  Colorado  until 
1879,  at  vvhicli  lime  lie  returneil  to  his  native 
state  on  account  of  the  death  of  his  father  and 
in  order  to  look  after  liis  mother’s  interests. 
There  he  remained  until  Xovemher.  1884,  when 
he  came  a<tain  to  Texas.  At  that  time  he  en- 
gag-ed  in  the  railroad  Imsiness,  first  at  Toe^ah 
as  agent  of  the  Texas  & Pacific  Raihva}  , and 
he  was  afterward  employe<l  in  the  same  capac- 
ity at  P>air(l,  where  he  reitiained  until  the  fall 
of  1889,  at  which  time  he  was  made  train  mas- 
ter of  the  ca.steni  division  of  the  Te.xas 
Paeific  Railroa<l  Comiiany  with  headquarters 
at  IMarshall.  This  position  he  filled  until  the 
spring  of  1890,  when  the  office  was  altolislu-d. 
i\Ir.  Yonge  was  offeretl  other  positions  witli 
the  railroad  company  hut  in  the  meantime  he 
had  acquired  some  cattle  and  other  interesfs 
at  Baird,  Texas.  His  health  had  also  heconie 
quire  seriously  impaired  and  he  left  office  w ork 
and  gave  his  attention  to  the  cattle  business 
and  merchandising  until  April,  1893.  In  tlie 
meantime  he  also  began  reading  law  and  in 
the  month  of  April,  1893,  was  admitted  to  the 
bar  at  Baird,  where  he  immediately  afterw'ard 
entered  upon  the  active  practice  of  law,  there 
continuing  until  September,  1901,  He  ha.s 
since  been  in  the  practice  of  law  at  Snyder. 
Scurry  county,  and  he  also  owns  a fine  and 
complete  set  of  alistract  hooks,  being  the  only 
abstract  liooks  coinjiiled  in  this  county.  In 
Alarch,  1905,  the  cotmty  judge  having  resigned 
his  office,  the  same  tvas  tendered  .Mr.  Yongc 
by  the  commissioners’  court  without  any  solici- 
tation on  his  part-  He  accepted  the  position 
blit  will  not  be  a candidate  for  t'he  office  on 
the  e.xpiration  of  his  present  term. 

Judge  Yonge  was  married  in  .Ylabama,  in 
1882,  to  Mi.ss  Amanda  Cordelia  Edwards  and 
they  became  the  parents  of  two  children, 
Mabel  and  lillen.  The  wife  and  mother  hav- 
ing died,  Judge  Yonge  afterward  married  Miss 
Edna  Teeple  in  Baird,  Texas,  in  1891.  By  the 
second  marriage  there  are  six  children,  four 
sons  and  two  daughters:  Arthur,  Philip,  Anne, 
Louise,  Charles  and  Rienzi. 

Judge  Yonge  is  regarded  as  one  of  the  most 
prominent,  inlliientia!  and  valued  residents  of 
Scurry  county.  He  is  a director  in  the  Snyder 
XHtional  Bank  and  he  confines  his  practice  to 
civil  law.  being  connected  almost  entirely  with 
land  litigation  and  land  titles.  While  he  has 
managed  some  important  cases  in  the  courts 
yet  the  greater  part  of  his  business  is  con- 
nected with  the  law  relating  to  propertv  and  to 
C-xamining  and  perfecting  titles.  In  the  early 


days  he  met  with  some  of  the  e.xpericnces 
usual  to  the  cattle  man  (>n  the  plains  and  as 
the  years  have  advanced  he  ha.s  progresscil  in 
kec[)ing  with  tlie  ilcvelopment  of  the  state 
which  has  made  rapid  strides  in  the  business 
world  and  in  the  assimilation  of  all  of  the  ad- 
vantages ami  improvements  known  to  the 
<)lder  and  more  thickly  settled  districts  of  the 
south  and  east. 

G,\RUETT  H.  GOW.YX.  Mnoiig  the  early 
settlers  of  Clay  county  who.  with  brave  hearts 
and  willing  hands,  accepted  and  overcame  iliv 
■ langers  and  hardships  incident  to  picuu-er  life, 
contending  successfully  with  the  trials  that 
inevitably  meet  the  pioneer  in  all  new  countries, 
none  is  more  worthy  of  mention  than  the  stib- 
ject  (>f  this  sketch;  a brave,  good  man  whose 
sterling  honesty,  upright  hearing  and  manly 
conduct  won  and  retained  the  respect  of  all. 
while  his  untiring  industry  and  unrivaled  busi- 
ness acumen  have  been  revvar<led  h}'  a hand- 
.'.oine  coiripetence  which,  being  honestly  ac- 
quired aiifl  wdscly  used,  naturally  places  him 
in  the  foremost  rank  of  the  citizenship  of  the 
cotinty. 

.Mr.  Govvan  was  born  in  Smith  county.  Mis- 
sis.sippi,  and  there  his  yttuth  was  spent.  His 
father.  Richard  Gowan,  while  a young  man, 
had  settled  in  Simpson  county,  Mississippi, 
and  there  met  and  married  Susan  Peacock,  a 
native  of  the  formerly  well  known  Peacock 
family  of  I-onisiana.  Nine  children  were  born 
of  this  union,  viz ; Alaiilda.  wnfc  of  J<jhn  Young, 
of  EltKimiiig  Grove.  Te.xas;  Samantha,  who 
died  as  Mrs.  G,  W . Thoma.son  ; Garrett  H..  our 
^uhjcct ; W illiam,  who  died  in  early  life;  Ter- 
ry, wife  of  Capt.  J.  V.  Hodges,  of  Blooming 
Grove;  Richard  R.,  of  Seattle.  W’ashingtoii ; 
John  Wk,  near  Law'ton,  Oklahoma;  .Alice,  now 
Mrs.  j.  B.  Jones,  of  Georgetown.  Te.xas.  and 
Mississippi,  who  passed  awa^-  in  early  life. 

The  father  haring  peculiar  Imsiness  ability 
and  tireless  energy  soon  became  one  or  the 
wealthiest  planters  of  Smith  county,  owning 
many  slaves  ami  having  a large  amount  of  land- 
ed and  other  propertre  He  was  largely  inter- 
ested ill  the  breeding  of  blooded  stock  and 
it  was  while  with  him  that  our  young  planter 
acquired  ihe  thorough  knowledge  of  the  cat- 
tle business  which  paved  the  way  and  proved 
the  gronndwtirk  of  his  future  success.  He  was 
a student  of  Sylvareno  Academy,  in  his  native 
couiitv,  when  the  war  of  the  rebellion  came 
on.  was  among  the  first  to  enlist  there  at  the 
age  of  sixteen  and  left  the  comitv  with  the 
first  coitiftanv  it  furnished  to  the  Confederate 
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army.  His  was  Company  H,  Si.\teentii  Tnfaii- 
ny,  under  Captain  \V.  II.  Hardy.  Colonel  Pos- 
ey's reg-iment,  Trimmell’s  brigade  and  Hill's 
corp>s,  and,  later,  in  Taekson’s  brigade  and 
Longstreet's  corps.  He  went  with  his  com- 
pany into  Virginia,  reaching  the  front  just 
after  the  first  battle  of  Manassas.  He  was  de- 
tailed there,  being  so  young  and  immature,  on 
provost  guard  duty  under  Major  Pajme  at 
Warrciiion  for  six  mouths  and  then  rejoined 
his  company  in  the  valley  of  Virginia,  where 
under  Jack.son's  command,  they  were  engaged 
in  battle  at  Cross  Key.s.  The  seven  days’  fight 
followed  and  in  the  desperate  battle  of  Vlal- 
vern  Hill  he  also  pai  ticipated.  While  the  army 
was  resting  up  from  its  hard  work  Mr.  Gowan 
was  discliargcd  from  the  army  on  an  order 
from  the  war  department  issued  in  pursuance 
of  an  act  of  the  Confederate  Congress  for  the 
discharge  of  all  soldiers  under  eighteen  years 
of  age.  He  remained  at  home  for  ten  months 
and  having  then  reached  the  required  enlist- 
ment age,  he  returned  to  V'irginia  and  resumed 
his  place  in  his  old  comiiany.  His  first  regular 
engagement  after  his  return  was  at  Spoitsyl- 
vania  Court  House,  during  which  he  received 
a severe  wound  in  the  leg  and  was  sent  to  the 
hospital  for  treatment.  He  soon  recovered  and, 
six  months  later,  in  a battle  on  the  Weldon 
and  Petersburg  railroad  in  North  Carolina,  was 
taken  prisoner  and  sent  to  Point  Lookout, 
.Maryland,  where  he  was  j)aroled  the  ensuing 
winter. 

He  made  his  home  trip  by  boat  and  soon 
thereafter  became  a member  of  a company'  of 
the  Home  Guard  and  remained  out  of  active 
service  during  tlie  remainder  of  the  war.  The 
work  of  his  father’s  farm  occupied  him  the  re- 
mainder of  his  stay'  in  Mississippi  and  early  in 
the  year  following  the  declaration  of  peace  he 
look  the  step  which  establi.shcd  him  in  Texas 
and  identified  him  with  the  west. 

May  16,  1866,  VI  r.  Gowan  married  Mary'  E. 
Lyles,  a daughter  of  John  T.  Lvies,  a prominent 
merchant,  farmer  and  nian-of-affairs  who 
served  with  distinction  during  the  war  in  the 
'i'wenty-seventh  Mississippi  lufaniry,  and  who 
liied  in  1874,  from  the  effects  of  a terrible  wound 
in  tlx-  neck  received  during  the  V'icksburg  siege 
ihe  day'  beRue  the  .surrender.  He  wa.s  of  a 
family  prominent  in  the  state,  had  creditably 
filled  public  iiffice  in  Noxubee  and  Smith  coun- 
ties, Mi.ssissippi.  and  was  universally  esteemed. 
His  brother.  I )r.  W.  D.  T.yle.s,  was  surgeon  gen- 
eral in  the  Confederate  army  and  was  a con- 
spicuous figuie  in  his  prc'fession.  The  wife  ot 
John  T,  Ly  Ic-s.  who.se  maiden  name  was  Julii 


.A.  Davis,  was  noted  not  only  for  her  attractive 
personality  and  numerous  accomplishments,  but 
was  distinguished  by  her  marked  intellectual- 
ity, cliarm  of  maimer  and  gifted  conversa- 
tional powers. 

Air.  and  Mrs.  Gowan  were  married  on  the 
ICtli  of  May'  and  on  the  20lh  of  the  month,  hav  - 
ing  heard  of  the  better  opportunities  offered  in 
the  west,  and  especially  in  the  newer  state  of 
Texas,  and  being  of  enterprising  and  adventur- 
ous disposition,  tliev'  determined  to  remove 
hither,  and,  by'  rail,  departed  from  Lake  sta- 
tion, for  Vicksburg,  where  the  steamer  “Ma- 
dam Ruth"  convcy'cd  them  to  Napoleon,  Ark- 
ansas, and  the  “Linnie  Drown"  took  them  on 
up  the  .Arkansas  river,  to  Little  Rock.  Ar- 
riving there  tliey  were  only  entering  on  the 
really  difficult  stage  of  their  journey.  Mr. 
Gowan  began  his  preparation  for  the  ov'crland 
ti  ip  by  biiyring  a good  yoke  of  ,«teers  and  one 
of  the  old  Illinois  wagons  and  laying  in  a 
.supply'  of  stuff  for  tlieir  commis.sary  started 
bravely  forth.  Blcs.scd  by'  favorable  conditions 
and  delay'ed  by'  no  untoward  incident,  he  made 
his  tiresome  way  to  Alilford.  Ellis  county',  Tex- 
as, where  they  halted  with  a relative!  George 
Davis,  and  there  put  forth  his  first  act  as  a citi- 
zen of  the  Lone  Star  state. 

Shortly  after  reaching  Ellis  county'  he  pur- 
chased of  Mr.  Davis  the  “UD”  brand  of  cat- 
tle, which  the  latter  had  acquired  about  the 
beginning  of  the  war  and  had  taken  no  account 
of  them  and  their  increase  during  all  that  epoch. 
He  paid  for  them  in  gold  and  began  a rounding- 
up  process  which  resulted  in  his  finding  some 
six  hundred  head  scattered  over  a wide  terri- 
tory'. Before  he  had  really'  finished  his  round- 
up he  began  the  business  of  driving  bunches 
of  them  to  the  New  Orleans  market  and  it  was 
while  so  cmploy'cd  in  ISGT-S  that  cattlemen 
from  Kansas  and  Missouri  came  down,  bought 
cattle  in  the  southern  part  of  the  .state  and 
drove  them  north,  on  their  way  out  picking  up 
all  unguarded  animals  they  could  possibly  rriix 
witli  tlieir  herds,  and  by'  this  system  of  robbery' 
Air.  Gowan  tvas  practically'  “stolen  out.”  It 
was  on  this  account  mainly'  that  he  decided' to 
seek  another  location.  He  first  moved  to  Na- 
varro county',  where  he  was  a ranchman  for 
nearly  five  y'ears.  Energetic  and  industrious, 
he  was  prospering  reasonably  well  when  the 
opening  of  those  lands  to  settlement  caused  an 
influx  of  immigration  which  threatened  the  cur- 
tailment of  the  cattle  range  and  caused  him 
to  think  of  removal.  He  decided  to  locate  at 
Eufala,  Indian  Territory',  and  transferred  all 
his  interests  there,  but  after  four  and  one- 
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half  years  again  came  to  Texas  and  in  1876  found 
himself  beginning  his  long  residence  in  Clay 
county.  Returning  here,  he  bought  a quarter 
section  of  land  on  East  Fork,  the  site  of  old 
Camp  Wichita,  a post  erected  for  the  pro- 
tection of  the  settlers  from  hostile  Indians  and 
occupied  by  a company  of  rangers  commanded- 
by  Captain  Ikard.  When  the  post  was  aban- 
doned and  preparation  was  being  made  to  open 
the  land  to  settlement  this  locality  was  sur- 
veyed by  Colonel  William  Howett  and  Dr. 
El'dridge.  Then  began  a wild  scramble  for 
cattle  range,  small  farmers,  or  '‘nesters,”  were 
bought  out  and  wild  lands  secured. 

Mr.  Gowan  devoted  himself  almost  entirely 
to  the  handling  of  stock,  in  which  he  could 
rightly  claim  to  be  an  expert.  By  wise  man- 
agement he  graduall)'  increased  his  holdings,, 
buying  up  adjoining  lands  until  his  real  hold- 
ings amounted  to  a urincely  estate.  He  was  the 
first  to  introduce  wire  fences  for  pastures  and 
thereby  keep  his  cattle  in  and  .strangi;  cattle 
out  of  his  herd.  In  proof  of  the  success,  the 
result  of  his  unremitting  care,  and  almost  fault- 
less system  of  business  it  may  be  stated  that 
in  1901,  desiring  to  shift  much  of  his  re.spon- 
sibilities  to  younger  slioulders.  he  divided 
among  his  children  his  eight  thousand  acre 
ranch,  fenced,  cross-fenced  and  supplied  with 
tenements  and  has  since  amused  himself  with 
his  little  stock  ranch  of  eight  hundred  acres 
within  a mile  of  Henrietta.  He  has  here  a 
ranch-farm  stocked  with  sheep,  cattle,  hogs 
and  horses  and  in  1891,  when  he  became  inter- 
ested up  here,  erected  a nine-room  brick  resi- 
dence, the  only  one  of  its  kind  in  Clay  county, 
and  here  he  and  his  estimal)ie  \vife  are  sur- 
rounded wdth  all  the  neces.sities  to  make  life 
comfortable  and  enjoyable. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gowan’s  children  are  seven  in 
number  and  their  names  and  locations  are  as 
follow's:  Teedo,  wife  of  iM.  1,.  Putty,  of  lien 
rietta,  with  children.  Rose,  Gowan,  Cecil  and 
Malcom;  Sherwood,  married  to  Hettie  Harbi- 
son  and  has  children,  Clifton,  Elmer  Buford, 
Eddie  May  and  Francis  Josephine;  Richard  T.', 
married  to  Myrtle  Crozicr  and  has  children, 
Crozier  Gowan,  Robert  I.ee  and  Hattie  I.ncile  ; 
Maggie,  widow  of  Ed  Kerr,  resides  in  Corsi- 
cana and  has  a daughter,  Marguerite ; Susan, 
now  Mrs.  John  L.  Cecil,  has  a child.  Mary 
ViHan;  Miss  Mary  Gowan  and  Garrett  H. 
Gowan,  Jr.,  both  with  the  parental  home.  The 
children  have  fine  estates  carved  out  of  the  old 
Gowan  ranch  on  East  Fork  of  the  Little  M'ichita. 

Mr.  Gowan's  parents  lived  to  a green  old 
age  and  died  in  Navarro  county,  Texas,  the 


father  aged  seventy-seven  and  the  mother  m 
eighty-three.  He  conics  of  a long-livid  family 
and  is  himself  seemingly  in  the  prime  i»f  life. 
His  friends  unite  in  the  wash  th.it,  tvith  his 
estimable  wife,  he  may  enjoy  for  many  years 
the  comforts  and  iileasnres  that  crown  well- 
spent  lives. 

GEORGE'S.  BERRY,  whose  ad\ ancemcni 
and  enterprise  arc  manifest  in  an  active  busi- 
ness career  that  lias  enabled  him  to  make  con- 
secutive advancement  until  he  h.a.s  attained  a 
prominent  position  in  banking  circles  in 
w-estern  Texas,  is  today  at  the  head  of  the 
First  National  Bank  of  Merkel.  He  is  a Ken- 
tuckian by  birth,  his  life  hi.'^torv  beginning 
in  Louisville  on  the  7th  uf  April.  Ilis 

father,  J.  Taylor  Berry,  tv.as  born  in  Taylor 
county,  Kentucky,  in  iSj2,  and  fiir  many  year,s 
was  a resident  of  Ix>uisville,  wliere  hr  entered 
upon  his  business  career  and  in  due  time 
worked  his  way  upward  until  he  became  a 
member  of  the  firm  of  Tapp,  Walsh  & Berry, 
one  of  the  large.st  wholesale  mercantile  enter- 
prises of  the  city.  During  the  financial  panic 
of  1873  he  left  l.ouisville  and  removed  to  T.a 
Rue  county,  Kentucky,  where  he  tvas  engaged 
in  the  stock  business.  He  became  an  extensive 
dealer  in  fine  stock  and  made  large  sliipments 
to  southern  states.  Subsequently  he  took  up 
his  abode  in  Elizabethtown.  Hardin  county, 
Kentucky,  where  in  connection  with  D.  J, 
Hargan  he  engaged  in  general  merchandising 
until  1S78.  That  vear  witnessed  his  arrival  in 
Belle  Plain,  Callahan  county,  Texas,  where  he 
conducted  a general  mercantile  enterprise 
until  1S80  or  1881,  At  that  time  the  Texas  & 
Pacific  Railroad  was  Iiuilt  as  far  as  Weather- 
ford and  in  connection  with  General  John 
Brown  of  Tennessee  and  J.  .Stoddard  Johnston 
of  Frankfurd,  Kentucky,  he  founded  the  town 
of  Abilene  in  the  spring  of  1881.  This  was 
prior  to  the  building  of  the  railroad  to  western 
Texas.  After  the  extension  of  the  line  a sale 
of  lots  was  held  and  the  teuvn  was  organized. 
Mr.  Berry  further  contimied  his  work  of  up- 
building in  Texas  bv  founding  the  town  of 
/Ymarillo  on  tlie  Fort  W'orth  & Dcnvir  Rail- 
road in  1886,  in  which  enterprise  he  was  asso- 
ciated with  C.  \Y.  and  J,  B.  Ylcrchant  of  Abi- 
lene. He  continued  to  make  his  home,  how- 
ever, in  Abilene  up  to  ilie  time  of  his  death, 
which  occurreil  in  1888.  In  1S61.  while  living 
in  Louisville.  Kentucky,  he  entered  the  Cou- 
rederate  service  and  was  captain  of  a company 
under  General  John  .Morgan,  with  wliich  he 
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^cr\ed  throughout  tlie  tv:ir.  i\Ir.  Berry  wa.s 
.ua’-ncd  in  185910  i\Iiss  iMaiy  Courtney  Smith, 
a iJaughicr  of  George  Y'.  Smith,  a prominent 
citizen  and  miller  of  Louisville.  Her  maternal 
graiulf.ather  was  a Furguson  and  his  ancestors 
came  direct  front  Ireland. 

In  the  family  of  i\Ir.  and  .Mrs.  J.  Taylor 
I’.err}  were  nine  children,  five  .sons  and  four 
daughters,  all  of  horn  are  living,  as  follows: 
M.'.  V.  Berry,  who  is  living  in  Merkel;  Ellen 
F , the  wife  (tf  John  T’owvcr  of  Abilene;  George 
S. ; 1.  T..  residing  in  Cisco;  Bettio  II..  the  wife 
of  [.  W . [lampion  of  Abilene;  Courtnev  S., 
who  is  liting  in  Los  Angeles,  California;  .Mice 
S..  of  Abilene:  Charles  S.,  of  F.l  (,.)ro,  iMexico; 
and  Prances  C..  the  wife  of  Sam  Wells  of 
.Vbilene. 

George  S Berrv  was  a small  boy'  when 
brought  to  .Abilene  by  his  parents.  His  early 
e<lucalion  was  .sn.pplcmented  b\  study  in  the 
( niver.sitv  <<i  're.N;a.s  at  .Austin,  where  he  re- 
mained for  tlm-e  years  and  following  the  com- 
pletion of  his  course  he  returned  to  Abilene, 
where  he  emliarked  in  merchandising.  Two 
years  hver  he  tvent  with  his  father  to  .Amarillo, 
I'cxas,  and  aided  in  locating  that  town.  He 
was  aiii>ointcd  postmaster  of  Amarillo  under 
President  ( leveland  and  remained  there  for 
two  yo;ars.  Tfe  was  al.so  associated  with  his 
f.'ifber  in  the  ownershiji  and  sale  of  a large 
ani()unt  of  real  estate  but  on  account  of  his 
father's  failing  health  he  resigned  his  position 
a-  ]>ostmast<'r  and  after  disposing  of  his  rcaltc 
interests  to  good  advantage  returned  to  Abi- 
lene to  take  care  of  liis  father,  who.  hov\  ever, 
died  shortly  afterward.  George  S.  Berry  wa.-. 
appointcil  administrator  of  the  estate,  which 
he  settled  u]>  to  good  advantage.  He  then  ac- 
cepted a [>osition  in  the  Abilene  National  Bank 
of  which  William  ('.ameron  was  pre.sident  ami 
scion  afterward  .Mr.  Berry  was  made  cashier, 
w hieh  picsiiion  he  filled  for  about  six  or  seven 
}ears,  resigning  on  the  expiration  of  that 
jicriod.  He  then  removed  to  Merkel,  where  he 
opened  a private  bank  under  the  name  of 
Ftetfens.  Lowdc'n  & Ci.iiTipany.  f.ater  Afr.  Berry 
(lurehased  the  interest  oi  his  jnirtners  and 
cliange<l  the  Jt.'inie  to  the  Bank  of  Alerkel.  The 
insiitulion  was  cajiitaliza'd  fur  twx-nty-five 
Ih'iusand  liMlars.  In  1901  he  organized  the 
j'ii't  Natimia.l  liank  of  .McH<el.  liquidating  the 
fi'rmer  lianlc  and  capitalizing  the  new  in.stitii  ■ 
tifin  for  thirty  th.msand  dollars.  Mr.  Berrv 
■ ■wiis  a controlling  iiiterest  in  tlic  stock  and 
b.a.'  served  e.i^hier  fn.ni  the  beginning.  That 
vnere-s  h:\^  ntiended  the  enter])rise  is  shown 


by  the  fact  that  the  capital  stock  was  increased 
to  fifty  thousand  dollar.s  on  January  2,  1903, 
and  that  there  was  a surplus  of  ten  thousand 
dollans  after  jiaying  six  per  cent  semi-annual 
dividends  from  the  date  of  organization.  Again 
the  capital  stock  was  incrca.sed  on  the  2nd  of 
January  , 1905,  to  eighty  thousand  dollars,  Air. 
Berry  still  retaining  the  controlling  interest 
and  there  are  today'  surplus  and  undivided 
profits  to  the  amount  of  tw'enty  thousand  dol- 
lars. Six  years  ago  the  smallest  bank  in  Tay'- 
loi  county,  it  is  now  the  largest  financial  insti- 
tution there,  enjoving  a constantlv  grow'ing 
patronage  and  conducting  all  departments  of 
banking.  Mr,  Berry  i.s  now  president  of  the 
institution,  which  has  made  .such  a splendid 
iceord  and  is  justly  regarded  as  one  of  the 
safe  and  reliable  financial  concerns  of  the 
comity.  .A  man  of  resourceful  business  ability, 
he  has  cxteiuled  his  efforts  into  other  fields  of 
activity,  and  several  enterprises  have  felt  the 
stimulus  and  beneficial  effect  of  his  co-opera- 
tion, wise  counsel  and  sound  judgTiienl.  He 
is  a stockholder  in  the  .Merkel  Hardware  Com- 
pany, which  was  incorji.vratcd  and  capitalized 
at  twenty-five  thousand  dollars;  is  also  a 
stockholder  in  the  Farmers  & Merchants  Gin 
Company'  of  Alcrkcl;  is  a stockholder  and 
director  of  the  Fort  AAMrth  Iron  & Steel  Man- 
ufacturing C'ompany  of  Fort  AVorth,  Texas, 
ca])italized  at  two  hundred  thousand  dollars; 
and  is  treasurer  of  the  Capps  Land  Company 
of  Fvrt  AA'orth,  capitalized  at  tliirty'  thousand 
dollars.  < »n  the  14th  of  June.  1905.  Air.  Berry' 
was  elected  trea.surer  of  the  Texas  Bankers 
As.'.ociation,  which  is  indicative  of  his  high 
standing  and  bespeaks  liis  ()Opularitv  in  finan- 
cial circles  of  Texas. 

< hi  the  10th  of  June,  i89<.'t,  w'as  celebrated 
the  marriage  of  George  S.  Berry  and  Ali.s.s 
Ev  elyn  Belcher,  a nativ  e of  Alemphis,  Tennes- 
see and  unto  them  hav'c  been  born  a son  and 
two  daughters.  Air.  Berry  belongs  to  the 
Alasonic  fraternity'  and  also  is  indentified  with 
the  Elks  and  the  Knights  of  Py'tliias,  while  his 
religious  faith  is  indicated  by  his  membership 
in  the  Episcopal  church.  Through  his  own 
unaided  effort,  strong  purpose  and  laudable 
ainliitiou  guided  by'  sound  judgiiient  he  has 
achieved  his  present  position  at  the  head  of 
a iTiiirisliing  finanei.al  institution.  He  is  a man 
I 1 l.rnaii  min.!,  callable  of  seeing  lioth  sides  of 
a nr<  q i.i.sition  and  he  has  the  happy  faculty  of 
wi'iming  the  confidence  of  men  ihroiigh  his 
v;;mn-;u  cliarni  t>f  manner  fcirtificcl  by  untiring 
cnergv. 
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DR.  JAMES  MINOR  ALEXANDER,  a 
leading  ph\  sirian  of  Abilene,  was  born  in  Mau- 
ry  county,  Tennessee,  September  i8,  1867. 

Ilis  father,  James  Franklin  .'Mexander,  is  rep- 
resented elsewhere  in  this  work.  In  his  youth 
Dr.  Alexander  remained  upon  his  father’s  farm 
and  attended  the  common  schools  of  the  home 
localit_v,  therein  mastering  the  common 
branches  of  English  learning.  After  putting 
a.side  his  text-books  he  became  connected  with 
the  drug  trade  and  while  thus  engaged  ac- 
ejuired  a good  knowledge  of  chemistry  and  pre^ 
scription  work.  He  was  thus  employed  for 
two  years  in  Hillsboro,  Texas,  and  this  led  to 
his  desire  to  become  a member  of  the  medical 
fraternity  so  that  ultimately'  he  matriculated  in 
the  Louisville  Medical  College,  at  Louisville, 
Kentucky,  from  which  institution  he  was  grad- 
uated in  the  class  of  1889.  He  then  returned 
to  this  state  for  the  practice  of  medicine,  open- 
ing an  office  in  V^ictoria,  whence  he  came  to 
Abilene  in  November,  1889.  Here  he  has  since 
resided,  ever  seeking  for  the  latest  discoveries 
and  modern  theories  of  medicine  and  surgery'. 
He  has  at  different  time  pursued  post  graduate 
work  in  the  Post  Graduate  Hospital  of  New 
York,  and  has  thus  kept  in  touch  with  the  on- 
ward march  of  his  profession.  Since  locating 
in  Abilene  Dr.  Alexander  has  built  up  a large 
and  lucrative  practice  and  is  regarded  as  an 
excellent  phy'sician  and  skillful  surgeon,  hav- 
ing comprehensive  knowledge  of  the  principle.s 
of  medical  science  which  he  applies  accurately 
and  correctly  to  the  needs  of  his  patients. 
Rccogniaing  the  need  of  a suitable  place  where 
the  sick  of  the  western  country'  could  receive 
proper  attention  he  erected  in  1904  a sanitarium 
at  the  west  end  of  North  Fifth  street,  in  -Yhi- 
lene.  This  is  a spacious  two-story^  structure, 
containing  about  seventeen  rooms  and  is  fitted 
up  w'ith  all  modern  appliances  and  apparatus, 
including  the  X-ray  and  other  electrical  equip- 
ments. The  building  is  well  furnished,  lighted 
throughout  with  electricity'  and  heated  by' 
steam  and  in  fact  has  every  comfort  and  con- 
venience for  its  patrons  in  harmony  with  the 
lines  of  health  and  sanitation.  Dr.  Alexander 
is  a member  of  both  the  State  and  Taylor 
County  Medical  Associations  and  his  fraternal 
relations  connect  him  -with  the  Elks,  the 
Woodmen  of  the  W'orld  and  other  societies. 

On  the  19th  of  November,  1896,  Dr.  Alex- 
ander wedded  Miss  Madge  Quarles,  a daugh- 
ter of  William  Quarles,  and  a native  of 
Charleston,  Mis.sissippi.  They  have  one  son, 
James  Word  Alexander. 


JAMES  FRANKLIN  ALEXANDER,  now 
enjoying  in  well  earned  e.ase  an  honorable  re- 
tirement from  labor  at  his  pleasant  home  in 
-Kbilene,  was  Intm  in  Maury  county,  Tennes- 
^ce,  October  31,  1833.  llis  falher,  James  Minor 
Alexander,  removed  from  Camden,  South  Car- 
olina, to  Tennessee  in  ihe  year  1810.  His 
mother  wa.s  IMargaret  Carter  prior  to  her  mar- 
riage into  the  .Alexander  family'.  Having  ar- 
rived at  y'ears  of  matiiritv  James  i\f.  Alexander 
married  a Miss  Aiken,  also  a native  of  .‘nduiIi 
Carolina,  whose  father  removed  to  Tennessee 
about  the  same  time  the  .Mexander  family  was 
e.stahlished  there.  Mr.  and  Tvirs.  James  M. 
Alexander  became  the  ptirents  of  si.x  children, 
two  sons  and  four  daughters,  of  whom  James 
Franklin  is  the  only  one  now  living. 

He  was  reared  on  the  farm  up  to  the  time  of 
his  father’s  death  in  1857,  after  which  he  went 
to  Spring  Hill,  Tennessee,  and  there  engaged 
in  the  dry'  goods  business  with  which  he  was 
connected  for  three  years.  At  that  time  the 
country'  was  involved  in  the  throes  of  the  Civil 
war  and  Mr.  .Alexander  espoused  the  cau.se  of 
the  south,  offering  his  services  in  its  defense, 
enlisting  on  the  21st  of  May',  1861,  as  a member 
of  Company  E,  Third  Regimejit  of  VMlunteer 
Infantry,  the  compiany  being  known  as 
Brown’s  rifles,  for  the  regiment  was  com- 
manded by  Colonel  John  C.  Brown.  He  was 
afterward  promoted  to  the  rank  of  general  and 
couiiTianded  a division.  Dr.  Alexander  was 
with  his  command  and  brigade  up  to  the  time 
they  left  Bowding  Green,  Kentucky,  and  there 
he  was  detached  on  sj>ecial  duty'  for  service  in 
the  pay  master’s  and  quartermaster’s  depart- 
ment. He  remained  with  the  army  through- 
out the  war  and  was  with  General  Joe  John- 
ston's command  at  the  time  of  the  surrender  at 
Greenville,  North  Carolina. 

.\fter  being  paroled  he  returned  to  .Nash- 
ville, where  he  arrived  on  the  21st  of  jMay', 
1865.  just  exactly  four  years  from  the  time  of 
his  enlistment.  The  next  important  event  in 
his  life  was  his  marriage,  which  was  celebrated 
on  the  28th  of  September,  1865,  at  which  time 
f^Iiss  Elizabeth  McLemore  became  his  wife. 
She  is  a native  of  j\;Iaury  county,  Tennee.sec, 
and  a daughter  of  Jefferson  AlcLemore,  of  a 
representative  family  of  that  section  of  the 
country.  Unto  them  have  been  bom  three 
children:  Tames  M.,  who  is  mentioned  else- 
where in  this  volume;  Bethenia  J. ; and  Dr. 
Sydney*  Mcl^emore  Ale.xander,  also  a practic- 
ing  physician  at  Abilene.  The  wife  and  mother 
departed  this  life  in  .‘\ngust,  1891. 
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Following  liis  marriage  Mr.  Alexander 
turned  his  attention  to  farming  near  Spring 
Hill,  where  he  remained  until  i8ck>.  At  that 
time  he  .sold  his  farm  and  removed  to  Abilene, 
Texas,  where  he  engaged  in  the  drug  business, 
having  purcliased  line  stock  of  I’.  H.  Carter. 
Tlii.->  store  he  conducted  for  eight  e^ears  with 
good  success  and  then  sidd  out  to  E.  H.  Brad- 
field,  since  which  time  he  has  lived  retired  .save 
for  the  supervision  of  his  invested  interests, 
for  he  owns  considerable  propert}'  in  this  part 
of  the  state.  He  is  a member  of  Abilene  lodge, 
No.  562,  B.  P.  O.  E.,  and  is  a man  of  genuine 
worth,  enjoying  in  high  measure  the  esteem 
and  confidence  of  those  witli  w hom  he  has  been 
associated. 

CAPTAIN  BELA  A.  HCDGIXS,  a well 
known  stock  farmer  at  Hale  Center,  Hale 
county,  was  born  in  Pickens  county,  Alabama, 
in  1836.  During  bis  lifetime  of  nearly  seventy 
years  be  has  bad  a varied  yet  withal  very  suc- 
cessful career,  and  has  been  a gallant  soldier, 
an  enterprising  busine.ss  man  and  a thoroughly 
public  sj)iritcd  citizen.  He  has  spent  the  last 
fifteen  years  of  his  life  in  Hale  county,  where 
he  is  known  and  esteemed  for  his  high  personal 
wmrth  and  imegriiy  of  character. 

His  parents  W’cre  .Austin  and  Nancy  (Man- 
gum)  Hudgins.  His  father,  a South  Carolin- 
ian b\’  birth,  went  to  Pickens  county,  .Alabama, 
when  a young  man,  and  became  one  of  the  suc- 
cessful and  prominent  planters  and  slave- 
ow'ncrs  of  that  county.  He  died  there  at  the 
beginning  C)f  the  Civil  war.  His  wife,  also 
born  in  South  Carolina,  died  at  the  Pickens 
county  h me  in  1878. 

Reareil  on  the  Alabama  plantation,  of  which 
he  became  superintendent  in  early  manhood, 
Mr.  Hudgin.s  continued  the  peaceful  course  of 
his  life  until  he  was  twenty-foe  3"ears  old.  In 
the  summer  of  however,  he  enlisted  in 

Company  D,  I'orty-first  Alabama  Infantry,  and 
was  made  first  lieutenant  of  his  company. 
Within  a few  months  he  was  j)roinoted  to  cap- 
tain. and  as  such  he  commanded  his  compan}' 
until  he  was  wounded  in  battle  and  disabled. 
His  companv  was  a part  of  the  Army  of  the 
Tennesse,  and  for  some  time  was  attached 
to  the  fir.st  Kentnck} . better  known  as  the 
Orjihan  Brigade,  so  called  on  account  of  the 
earlv  death  of  two  of  its  first  commanders. 
General  Roger  W.  Hanson  and  General  Hardin 
Helm.  Captain  Hudgins’  first  battle  was  at 
Bridgeport.  .Alabama,  and  subsequent  to  that 
rno.st  of  liis  active  serv  ice  was  in  Tcnnes.see.  At 


the  battle  of  Murfreesltoro  he  v\'as  wounded 
and  disabled  for  six  months,  after  which  he  re- 
joined his  regiment.  His  last  battle  was  at 
Chickarnauga,  following  which  his  old  wound 
began  troubling  him  to  the  extent  of  disable- 
ment, so  that  he  was  placed  in  the  enrolling 
service  at  post  duty,  being  at  different  points 
in  Alabama  and  Florida  in  that  branch  of  the 
service  until  the  close  of  the  war. 

After  the  war  Captain  Hudgins  w'ent  back 
to  his  old  home  and  was  engaged  in  farming 
and  other  lines  of  business  there  until  coming 
to  Texas  in  1879.  In  this  State  he  w^ent  into 
the  cattle  business,  his  first  location  being  in 
Young  county,  and  then  for  a few  years  he 
was  in  Palo  Pinto  county,  in  both  of  which 
counties  he  was  among  the  earlj'  settlers.  In 
1889,  deciding  to  come  still  further  west,  he 
drove  his  cattle  out  to  Hale  county  and  located 
at  his  present  home,  four  miles  south  of  Hale 
Center.  There  he  has  a pasturage  of  five  sec- 
tions, and  carries  on  a general  stock  farming 
business.  He  has  a comfortable  home,  prettily 
situated,  and  noted  as  a hospitable  place  of 
meeting  for  his  old  friends  and  neighbors.  Cap- 
tain Hudgins  is  an  interesting  talker  and  a 
most  pleasant  man  to  meet,  and  his  rich  fund 
of  e.xperiences  in  military  and  business  affairs 
makes  him  a resourceful  and  ready  man  in  all 
the  emergencies  of  life. 

Captain  Hudgins  was  married  in  Pickens 
county  in  1859  Miss  Laura  V.  Walker,  and 
thev  have  a fine  and  successful  familj'  of  seven 
chihlrcn,  as  follcuvs;  .Vlrs.  Nancy  E.  Pearson, 
of  Mineral  Wells,  Texas;  Fitz  G.,  wEo  re- 
.'•itles  on  his  fine  ranch  in  Hale  county;  Sallie 
( ilivia  Birdwell,  of  Portales,  New'  Mexico; 
Mattie  Eliza  Norfleet,  living  on  the  Spade 
ranch  in  Lamb  county;  Katie  Myrtle  Pajme, 
m Lamb  county;  Lewis  Decatur,  on  his  ranch 
in  Hale  county;  and  Ed  B.,  who  lives  with  his 
father  on  the  home  place. 

CHARLES  M.  DOWLEN.  It  is  befitting 
to  present  in  brief  an  outline  of  the  effort  ex- 
pended by  our  worth}"  subject  upon  Texas 
soils  during  the  comparatively  brief  period  of 
his  independent  career  and  to  set  out  at  some 
length,  the  genealogical  record  of  this  indus- 
triou.s  and  thrifty  family. 

The  Dowlen  family  was  founded  in  Texas, 
in  Lamar  county,  by  a Mr.  Dow'len,  in  1853. 
He  brought  his  family  into  this  state  from 
Kt)ox  county,  Tennessee,  and  opened  up  a farm 
in  the  then  new  country  about  Honey  Grov'e. 
His  efforts  were  expended  m the  growing  of 
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crops  aiul  in  other  ways  usual  to  that  early 
day  and  he  died  about  1S74.  lead  ing  a widow, 
who  had  borne  him  the  following  children : 
John  W.,  Whlliam  II.,  of  Windom,  Texas; 
Samuel  M.,  Channing,  Texas ; Alexander,  of 
Hone\'  Grove;  Lewis,  of  Petty,  Texas;  Vance- 
A.,  of  Oklahoma  ; Eliza,  widow  of  Owen  Bryan  ; 
and  Nancy,  wife  of  Judson  Harold  of  Hall 
county,  Texas. 

Vance  A.  Dowlen  was  fifteen  t ears  of  age 
when  he  accompanied  his  parents  to  Texas. 
He  was  a freighter  during  the  Civil  War  and 
has  been  a man  with  many  and  varied  avoca- 
tions since.  He  is  a resident  of  Wallace,  Ok- 
lahoma, at  present,  and  has  reared  a large 
family  by  Julia  A.  Ragsdale,  whom  he  mar- 
ried in  Lamar  county,  Texas.  Mrs.  Dowlen 
was  a daughter  of  Robert  R.  Ragsdale,  an  early  ‘ 
settler  of  that  county  who  died  at  the  advanced 
age  of  ninety-seven  years  in  1900.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  V.  A.  Dowlen’s  children  are ; Robert  A., 
of  Potter  county,  Texas;  John  W..  of  Clay 
county;  Charles  M.,  of  this  notice;  William  A., 
of  Oklahoma ; May,  wife  of  William  Roberts ; 
Lucy,  wife  of  Fulton  Brown,  of  Canj'on  City, 
Texas;  Thomas,  of  the  same  place;  ililary  who 
married  L^ral  Brown  and  re.sides  at  Amarillo ; 
Samuel  H.,  of  Oklahoma:  Marvin,  of  Okla- 
homa; Lewis  C.,  of  Canyon  City,  Texas,  and 
Belle,  wife  of  Robert  J.  Lester,  of  Oklahoma. 

Charles  M.  Dowlen  acquired  a smattering  of 
education  in  the  country'  schools  of  Lamar  coun- 
ty and  aided  his  father  at  farm  and  other  work 
during  his  youth  and  early  manhood.  Upon 
reaching  his  majority  he  began  life  on  his 
own  account.  By  day’s  work  he  provided  him- 
self with  the  means  toward  preparing  him- 
self for  his  initial  w'ork  on  a rented  farm  and 
when  he  did  begin  to  plow  and  sow  for  him- 
self it  w'as  as  the  owner  of  a team  and  a plow, 
largely  bought  on  time.  He  broke  sod  at  odd 
times  to  replenish  his  fading  treasury  and  re- 
mained in  Lamar  county'  till  1891,  when  he 
went  to  western  Texas  and  lived  first  in  Ran- 
dall, then  in  Potter  and  finally'  in  Deaf  Smith 
county.  He  filed  on  a school  section,  worked  it 
three  years,  with  only  fair  success  because 
of  the  droughty  character  of  the  seasons.  He 
disposed  of  his  real  estate  out  west  and  came 
to  Clay  county  in  1895  and  tw'O  years  later 
bought  a part  of  his  present  farm.  His  first 
purchase  was  one  of  two  hundred  and  ninety 
and  one-half  acres  in  conjunction  with  a broth- 
er, which  was  subsequently  divided.  He  then 
purchased  tracts  of  one  hundred  and  five  acres, 
and  one  hundred  and  eighty-five  acres  twice. 


one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  and  two  hundred 
acres,  and  from  these  holdings  he  sohl  one  hun- 
dred ami  five  acre.s,  leaving  him  with  six  hun- 
dred and  forty  acres  of  rich  alluvial  soil.  Stock 
and  grain  farming  have  been  the  chief  occupa- 
tion of  .Mr.  Dowlen.  He  broke  out  his  farm 
and  fenced  it  and  the  other  imjirovcments 
w hich  arc  coming  along  in  the  course  of  time 
are  convenient  and  appropriate.  While  doing 
all  the  preliminary  work  toward  farm  cultiva- 
tion and  improvement  he  also  conducted  a bach- 
elor's establishment  which  grew  more  irksome 
and  monotonous  and  unsatisfactory  day  by  day'. 
He  tired  c«f  this  condition  about  the  opening 
of  the  new  century  and  proffered  his  hand  and 
half  his  estate  to  Aliss  Birdie  W ade  and  they 
w'erc  married  October  .30,  1901.  Mrs.  Dowlen 
is  a daughter  of  John  K.  and  Gertrude  (Phil- 
lips) Wade  w'ho  came  to  Clay  county,  Texas, 
in  1900,  from  Pike  county,  Illinois.  Mrs.  Dovv- 
len  preceded  them  two  years  and  made  her 
home  with  the  family'  of  I.  S.  Lightle. 

Mrs.  Dowlen  was  born  on  the  3rd  day'  of 
September,  1879,  and  is  one  of  six  children, 
namely':  Birdie,  Edna,  w'ife  of  Henry'  Mus- 
grov'e,  of  Wichita  county,  Texas ; Flossie, 
Lena,  Eugenia  and  Celia.  Mr.  and  i'llrs.  Dow- 
len’s only  child  is  Glenn  Wade,  born  July  28, 
1902.  In  their  domestic  arrangement  they  are 
industrious,  thrifty  and  practice  wise  econ- 
omy. Their  home  is  hospitable  and  comfortable 
and  they  divide  their  substance  with  their  fel- 
lows with  a wise  liberality.  They  arc  jiro- 
gressive  within  their  means  and  expect  nothing 
that  their  labor  and  a wise  Providence  does 
not  bring  them. 

JOSEPH  S.  HIGHSMITH,  of  Hale  Center. 
Hale  county',  has  during  the  past  years  prose- 
cuted an  enterprise  of  inestimable  value  to 
this  section  of  the  state,  one  which  is  not  only' 
of  great  practical  and  commercial  value  to  its 
owner  but  has  also  been  a means  of  conclu- 
siv'ely'  demonstrating  to  the  world  .at  large  the 
boundless  resources  and  possibilities,  potential 
and  only  awaiting  development,  which  the 
country  of  west  Texas  has  in  store  for  the 
men  of  energy'  and  [uirpose.  Mr.  Highsmith 
is  the  proprietor  of  a large  nursery  and  com- 
mercial orchard  at  Hale  Center,  one  of  the 
most  extensive  and  best  conducted  in  this  part 
of  the  state,  and  he  is  accomplishing  a great 
work  in  c.xtending  the  fruit-growing  industry 
throughout  thi.'.  [)lains  country,  which  less  than 
twenty  years  ago  was  set  down  on  the  maps 
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aiid  books  as  aLTritnilturally  worthless 

and  haiTt'!i, 

?dr.  TliLrli.siuitb  was  born  in  Sanii)son  county, 
Xonli  C arolina,  in  1867,  a son  of  '\oali  and 
Ann  (Alderman)  Higlismilli.  both  natives  of 
North  Carolina,  and  the  former  a farmer  in 
Sampson  county.  Mr.  Tligiisniith  was  de- 
prived h_\  death  of  both  his  parents  l>efore  he 
was  eight  years  old,  and  he  was  then  reared 
by  his  older  brothers,  jjassing-  his  earl}'  years 
in  farm  work  in  Samp.son  county.  At  the  age 
(.if  twenty  he  left  Ids  native  .state  and  came  to 
Na\  arro  county,  Texas.  In  the  sjtring  of  1890 
he  came  C)iU  to  the  plains  coniUry,  locating  in 
Hale  county,  at  TIale  (.'enter,  which  has  been 
the  center  •'it  his  activities  ever  since.  For 
eight  } ears  he  W'a.s  in  the  mercantile  liusine^s 
at  Hale  Center,  and  at  the  same  time  carried 
on  farming  on  his  land  adjoining  the  town  on 
the  north.  In  upo  he  establislted  bis  nursery 
and  orchard,  which  has  since  attained  to  a fine 
degree  of  snccess  in  all  its  depart  men  t.s.  He 
ha.s  between  I05,o<.x)  and  iio,cxx)  grafted  apple 
trees  alone.  He  makes  a specialty  of  the  Tied 
\\'inter  ( lu.'-ter  apjdes,  which  is  a vcrv  fine 
fruit,  especially  adapted  to  the  soil  and  climate 
of  the  plains  couiurc . is  drought' resisting,  and 
is  in  e\ery  way  a desirable  variety  of  apple  for 
this  eountry.  lie  also  keeps  large  stocks  of 
the  liTissouri  Pippin,  Jonathan  and  (,'enitan. 
besides  a large  stuck  of  peach,  jjear,  plum  and 
grape  and  other  friiil.s.  He  has  made  a long 
and  careful  study  and  investigation  with  a 
view  to  furnishing  varieties  of  fruit  that  would 
be  .■successful  in  this  section  of  the  state,  and 
has  invented  a Large  amount  of  money  in  the 
enterprise,  which  means  imtrli  to  the  future  pros- 
perity and  comfort  <)f  western  Texas.  Picsides  the 
local  market  for  his  stock  in  Hale  and  adjoining 
counties,  he  is  establishing  (piite  a business  in 
the  Pecos  valley  of  western  Texas,  where  is 
a fine  fruit  country  Init  which  is  not  suital)le 
for  the  growth  of  nursery  .stork.  Mr.  High- 
smith  owns  two  seciiiins  of  lami  at  Hale  1.  en- 
ter, adjoining  the  town  on  the  north,  and  forty- 
tp  e acre.s  ^)f  this  is  de\  i >ted  to  the  inirsery  and 
orchardi.  His  mirs.  ry  establisliment  is  laic!  out 
■w  ith  an  idea  of  beauty  as  well  as  for  Inisiness 
purposes,  and  it  is  a ]>retty  place  and  attract.^ 
a great  deal  of  attention  frntn  all  \-isitors  to 
lids  sectiiin.  ( .'ne  important  fact  in  connection 
Ih.at  slimild  not  be  overlooked  is  that  his  imr- 
■-t  ry  -luck  and  orchard  <aia  all  grown  without 
irrigatioi!,  dms  pr' wing  the  adaptability,  with- 
out ;iriifui;d  aids,  ol  this  region  to  .siiceesstnl 
fruit  gro's\ing. 


i\li.  Highsinith  is  a member  of  the  Baptist 
church  and  the  .Masonic  fraternity.  He  was 
married  in  Hale  county  to  Miss  i!^Iorgie  Bell, 
and  they  are  the  parents  fu'  six  children,  Mary, 
( liarles,  Noah,  Joe,  Benlah  and  one  unnamed. 

WILLI  A Al  B.  AI  ARTINE,  county  and  dis- 
trict clerk  at  Plainvieav,  is  one  of  the  high- 
class.  public-spirited  and  efficient  public  offi- 
cials of  Westeni  Texas,  and  the  fact  that  he 
has  been  retained  by  repeated  elections  in  his 
pre.sent  office  for  o\er  twelve  years  indicate.S 
the  esteem  and  confidence  which  his  fellow 
citizens  cherish  for  him. 

Mr.  .\Iartinc  was  bom  at  the  old  fort  where 
Jack.sboro  now  .stands,  in  Jack  county^,  Texas, 
in  1870,  thus  having  begun  his  life  in  what  was 
then  a pioneer  jtart  of  the  state  and  having 
since  remained  and  pursued  hi.s  career  jirin- 
cipally  iit  the  newer  country  of  tlie  state.  He 
wa.s  a sr.n  of  R.  W.  and  Julia  E.  (Box)  iitar- 
tine.  His  father,  a native  of  Italy,  came  to  the 
Hnited  States  with  his  parents  when  he  was 
nine  years  old,  living  first  in  New  York  and 
later  in  Chicago,  and  thence  came  to  Texas. 
.\ftcr  spending  a few  years  in  Jack  county  he 
took  his  family',  in  1873,  to  Montague  county. 
The  father  is  now  deceased,  but  the  mother,  a 
native  of  .Alabama,  and  who  married  R.  W. 
.Martine  in  Texas,  is  now  living  in  Hale  county. 

Reared  during  his  early  years  principally  in 
.Montague  county,  Mr.  Alartine,  in  1886,  being 
then  sixteen  years  old,  came  out  to  the  plains 
conniry  and  began  “punching  cow.s"  in  Lamb 
county.  He  continued  as  a cow'boy  in  the  ein- 
idot'  of  different  cattlemen  on  the  range  until 
1890,  when  he  located  in  Hale  county,  which 
has  been  his  home  ever  since.  In  1892  he  was 
elected  county  and  district  clerk,  and  has 
served  as  such  continuously'  to  the  present,  and 
in  the  fall  of  1904  he  was  the  candidate  for 
and  ^vas  re-elected  to  the  office  without  any 
o])po'-itioii  whatever,  .sho’wing  to  wdiat  extent 
lie  has  the  confidence  of  the  citizens  of  Hale 
county.  He  owns  a nice  ranch  in  the  county', 
northwe.st  of  Plainview,  and  has  been  uni- 
formly successful  and  prosperous  since  .start- 
ing out  in  life  on  his  own  account.  Fraternally 
he  is  an  Odd  Fellow. 

Mr.  Martine  was  married  at  Plainview  to 
i\!iss  Alary  E.  Bryan,  a sister  of  Polk  Bryan, 
and  a member  of  one  of  the  old-time  families 
of  the  county.  Air.  and  Airs.  Alartine  have  one 
r'On,  Fred  Martine. 
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CHARLES  EDWIN  WELCH.  In  every 
branch  of  professional  or  business  life  \vc  find 
men  who  are  representative  of  their  particular 
department  of  labor.  The  merchant  is  a con- 
spicuous fiofure  in  every  cominr-inity,  and  much 
depends  upon  him  in  the  matter  of  educating 
the  public,  especially  in  the  more  inland  towns. 
LTpon  questions  of  niodcrn  improvement  and 
progress,  the  enterprising  merchant,  with  his 
visits  to  the  city  for  the  purchase  of  good.s 
keeps  in  touch  with  the  march  of  progress  and 
carries  in  stock  and  introduces  through  his 
trade  the  new  creations  of  modern  science  and 
invention  for  the  inspection  and  adoption  of 
his  patrons.  One  of  the  nnost  progressive  and 
enterprising  representatives  of  commercialism 
ill  Abilene  is  Charles  Edwin  Welch,  a dealer, 
in  harness  and  saddlery'  and  m,anufactnrcr  of 
various  kinds  of  leather  goods.  He  is  a native 
of  Madison  county,  Illinois,  born  on  the  nth 
of  October.  1S56.  His  parents,  John  H.  and 
Julia  Ann  (Run die j Welch,  were  also  natives 
of  that  state.  The  former,  a harness  maker 
by  trade,  left  Illinois  for  Texas  in  1870  and 
settled  in  Bonham,  where  he  now  makes  his 
home.  He  opened  np  a business  there,  in 
which  he  continued  until  about  five  years  ago, 
but  at  the  present  time  is  enjoying  a well 
earned  rest — the  fitting  rcw'ard  of  earnest  labor 
in  former  years.  His  family  at  one  time  num- 
bered six  children,  four  sons  and  two  daugh- 
ters, of  whom  three  sons  are  ntwv  living.  The 
Welch  family  had  been  harness  'makers  for 
three  generations  back  of  the  father,  and  it 
seems  that  natural  predilection  and  inherited 
tendency  led  to  the  choice  of  an  (Kciipation  by 
the  subject  of  this  review. 

Charles  Edwun  Welch  learned  the  harness 
making  trade  with  his  father  in  Bonham  but 
after  completing  his  apprenticeship  he  dropped 
the  business  for  a time  and  took  to  the  range 
as  a cowboy',  thus  riding  over  a great  portion 
of  the  ■western  country.  At  one  time  he  had 
herds  of  cattle  grazing  on  land  where  .Abilene 
now  stands.  There  wmre  periods  in  which  he 
left  the  range  and  follow'ed  ijther  pursuits, 
and  early  settlers  of  Abilene  will  remember 
him  as  a mail  carrier  between  .Albany  and  Fort 
Phantom  Hill  and  also  mail  carrier  between 
this  place  and  Buffalo  Ga])  in  Taylor  comity. 
.About  the  time  that  Abilene  was  making  jire- 
tcptions  to  being  a town  of  some  size,  Mr. 
AVelch  beg.an  freighting  from  this  point  to  San 
Angelo.  He  wms  frequently  seen  at  Fort 
Griffin,  then  a lively  stirring  little  place,  and 
on  one  occasion  was  made  a deputy  by  the 


sheriff  of  the  coumy  and  as  his  assistant  main- 
tained order,  keeping  in  subjection  the  ruffians 
and  outlaw's  who  infested  that  part  of  the 
country.  Such  a task  was  often  a hazardous 
undertaking,  for  the  district  was  largely'  un- 
settled and  the  desperacloe.s  could  nange  almost 
at  v.’ill  i:«ver  the  broa'-l  prairies.  So  wild  was 
the  countr}  that  large  herd.s  o!  buffaloes  were 
frequently  .seen  Imt  they  are  now  a thing  of  the 
past. 

Mr.  Welch  was  married  in  Albany.  Shackel- 
ford county . Texas,  May  '>5.  1885,  to  Miss 
Edna  Wolf,  a native  of  Tennessee,  but  at  tiiat 
lime  a resident  of  Albany.  Following  his  mar- 
riage he  returned  to  Bonham,  where  he  re- 
mained for  thirteen  months,  but  lie  had  been 
so  long  in  the  •west  and  became  so  imbued 
with  its  spirit  of  freedom  that  he  returned  to 
Albany,  where  he  emtiarked  in  the  Itarness 
making  trade  "U  his  own  account,  continuing 
in  the  bnsincs.s  there  Lir  four  years.  In  1894 
he  removed  to  Ahileiie  and  opened  his  store 
at  his  jiresent  lucaiioii  on  Chestnut  street.  He 
carries  a full  line  of  liarness.  saddles  and  all 
kindred  merchandise  and  is  a manufacturer  of 
and  wholesale  and  retail  dealer  in  leather 
goods.  He  has  built  up  a large  and  lucrative 
luisiness,  which  extends  throughout  the  adja- 
cent territoiy  and  as  far  as  .\rizona  and  New 
itexico. 

The  Iicnnc  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Welch  has  been 
blessed  with  three  children,  a son  and  two 
daughters;  Betila,  Maude  and  Howard  Lee. 
Air.  Welcli  has  been  a consistent  member  of 
the  Christian  church  for  about  fourteen  vears, 
and  for  the  past  eight  y'ears  has  served  on  the 
official  board  of  the  clinx'ch  in  Abilene.  He  is 
akso  an  Odd  Fellow.  Iielonging  to  .Abilene 
Lodge,  No.  274,  since  and  he  is  likewise 

affiliated  with  the  encampment.  He  .stands 
todav  as  one  of  tlic  progressive  business  men 
of  the  city  and  is  a typical  residem  of  Texas, 
familiar  with  its  historv  and  its  developmem 
through  the  era  of  pi'Oneor  progress  as  \\ell  as 
of  modern  civilization  and  growtii. 

JAAIES  KERR  WILLEIT.  The  stibjcct  of 
this  personal  notice  is  actively  connected  with 
the  rural  devclojmient  o;  .Montague  county,  and 
his  position  as  a citizeti  places  liim  among  the 
iridustxions  and  ambitions  young  farmers  tribn- 
tarv  to  the  village  of  .Sunset.  His  new  farm  lies 
on  the  waters  of  Sandy,  and  it.s  surface  is  grad- 
iiallv  viehling  to  the  civilizing  touch  of  the  Ir.is- 
bandiTian  and  coining  into  subjection  with  the 
))a>sagc  of  time.  From  ;i  youth  in  his  tcon>  to 
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> "uny  anil  \ igurous  inanliood.  will)  a career 
fair!}  inaugurated,  Mr.  Willett  lia.s  gone  to  and 
fro  in  thi.s  couiUA’,  looking  the  world  squarely  in 
the  face  and  meeting  the  stern  realiiie.-.  of  life 
with  confidence  and  conimendable  courage.  . 

It  was  in  1887  that  Janie.s  K.  Willett  came  to 
.Montague  county,  then  a lad  of  fourteen,  and  in 
,'oinjianv  with  his  parents  who  made  settlement 
on  tlic  waters  of  Sandx'.  in  sight  of  which  spas- 
modic stream  with  liquid  .noU  he  has  e\er  since 
remained,  lie  came  hither  from  Clear  creek,  in 
Cooke  county,  where  the  familx  first  stopped  on 
coming  into  Texas  in  t8S2.  Ilis  birth  occurred 
ill  Washington  county,  Tennessee.  March  18, 
1873,  where  his  father,  Daniel  Willett,  was  born 
in  1830.  The  latter  passed  the  year.s  of  his  nii- 
noritx  in  his  native  county,  but  was  married  in 
Sumter  county.  Alabama,  to  ilargaret  M.,  a 
daughter  of  W'illiam  Kerr.  His  life  was  a quiet 
one  on  the  farm  and  he  brought  up  his  family  in 
comfortable  circiiinstanees.  ( )ii  his  advtait  to 
the  Inwie  Star  slate  he  left  the  train  with  hi.s  lit- 
tle faniih  at  Gainesville,  and  the  five  years  which 
he  passed  in  the  business  of  raising  stock  and 
tending  the  farm  in  Cooke  county  were  prob- 
ably tlu-  most  encouraging  of  his  life.  In  Mon- 
tague cotnitv  he  pursued  the  even  and  unevent- 
ful course  of  his  life,  witnessed  his  children  take 
their  places  as  men  and  women  of  honor  in  their 
eomniunitc.  and  himself  passed  away  in  IQ02. 
His  widow  survives  and  finds  a welcome  home 
with  her  sou,  the  subject  of  this  review. 

The  children  of  Daniel  aiul  lilargaret  Willett 
are  : Zadoc  W..  a well  known  farmer  on  Sandy ; 
Flizabelli.  wife  of  U.  Wilson,  of  Sandy  valley; 
lames  K.;  Susan  ,\f.,  of  Yfontaguc  county,  wdfe 
of  M.  ,\.  Chambers;  Elbert,  who  died  in  infancy': 
Katie,  who  died  young;  and  Olive  P..  wile  of 
W,  T.  Denney,  of  Ruhouoni.  Indian  Territory. 

The  rurrd  schools  where  he  happened  to  live 
provided  Tames  K.  Willett  with  his  limited  edu- 
cation. His  fatlier's  home  was  his  own  until 
past  his  twentieth  year,  when  he  married,  .and 
'aith  his  team  and  a cow  set  up  his  establishment 
in  a humhle  home  in  sight  of  his  [irescnt  .abode. 
I'ntil  JCI02  lie  was  a tenant  on  rented  land,  and 
whatever  property  he  gathered  together  as  his 
own  ill  those  years  came  to  him  after  the  pro- 
ducts '){  his  yearly  labors  had  been  tithed  by 
'itlicr-.  However,  lie  made  some  substantial 
[irogrcss  .ami  in  tck)2  he  purchased  one  hundred 
•ami  'ixtv-funr  acres  oi  the  Harriet  P.rown  sur- 
rey. the  improvement  and  cultivation  t>f  whieli 
It.,  asid  his  industrious  family  are  now  occufiied 
with.  Ili.s  surroundings  are  entirely  new'  and 
Mu  i.iiior  uf  clearing  his  farm  of  its  postoak 


growth  and  of  bringing  the  soil  into  complete 
harmony  vrith  the  implements  of  agriculture  is 
successfully  going  on. 

IMarch  12,  i8<53,  Mr.  Willett  married  Miss 
Lillie  Chambers.  Mrs.  Willett  is  a daughter  of 
.Spence  Chambers,  of  Park  Springs,  Texas,  w'ho 
came  to  this  state  from  Sand  hlountain,  Ala- 
bama. The  i.ssue  of  the  marriage  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Willett  are;  Buford,  IMinnie,  deceased, 
Carlic,  \'ida,  Ewen  and  Margaret. 

J.  K.  Willett  is  a positive  and  integral  part  of 
his  community  and  the  character  of  his  citizen- 
ship has  won  him  an  influence  in  excess  of  his 
years,  \\hilc  industry  is  yet  his  chief  capital, 
and  is  the  lever  by  which  he  is  prying  up  grad- 
ually the  increments  of  a modest  and  comforta- 
ble competence,  he  has  made  .some  progress  al- 
ready on  the  journey'  toward  success  and  final 
independence.  Along  with  his  desire  to  pro- 
mote his  personal  interests  he  feels  an  interest 
in  the  public  weal  and  aids  it  with  his  purse  and 
tongue  to  the  extent  of  his  ability. 

CHARLES  T.  SHUMAKE.  Honest  effort 
in  every'  legitimate  calling  meets  its  just  and 
sure  reward.  ^Vell  matured  and  industriously' 
followed  plans  work  out  results  the  achieve- 
ment of  which  is  the  certain  and  unmistakable 
earmarks  of  a successful  career,  lie  avho  di- 
rects his  efforts  in  whatever  department  of 
human  affairs  so  as  to  become  a recognized 
power  for  good  is  a citizen  worthy'  the  name 
and  his  efforts  deserve  recognition  in  a work 
devoted  to  representative  citizenship  in  his 
conimomvealth.  With  these  general  observa- 
tions. inspired  by'  the  life  and  deeds  of  a civil 
career,  we  introduce,  as  the  subiect  of  this  bi- 
ographical revietv,  Charles  J.  Shumake,  a large 
and  progressix'c  fanner,  of  Thornberry',  in  the 
Big  WMchita  valley. 

August  C.  1857.  Mr.  Shumake  was  born  in 
Perry'  county,  Alabama.  Ilis  father  w’as  a gin- 
ner,  and  later  a shoemaker,  born  in  Georgia, 
.April  18,  IS25.  passed  the  y'ears  of  his  y'oung 
manhood  in  Alabama,  located  in  Washington 
county,  Texas,  in  1S71  and  now  resides  at  Big 
Springs,  this  state.  During  the  Civil  War  he 
served  in  the  ranks  of  the  Confederate  army 
iibout  eighteen  munths  when  he  w'as  detailed 
as  a carpenter,  in  which  service  he  finished  his 
soldier  career.  He  ow'iied  slaves,  did  some 
business  as  a planter  prior  to  the  war,  but 
left  Alabama  in  reduced  circumstances  to  make 
a lioiiic  in  the  Lone  Star  state. 

JcTCmiah  Shumake.  grandfather  tif  our  sub- 
jfct,  was  a natix  e sou  of  one  of  the  Carolinas, 
was  a planter  by  occupation,  had  two  sons, 
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Martin  and  Jeremiah,  Jr.,  the  latter  subject’^ 
father,  and  a daughter,  Lizaie,  who  was  first 
married  to  Mr.  Bishop  and  later  to  Mr.  Fagan. 

Jeremiah  Shumake’s  (Jr.)  vvife  was  Martha 
C.  Smith,  the  daughter  of  Luke  Smith,  a North 
Carolina  gentleman.  She  died  in  1902  with 
the  following  issue : William  L.,  of  Big  Springs. 
Texas:  James  DeV..  who  died  young,  and 
Charles  J.  of  this  notice. 

A good  literary  or  commercial  education 
was  out  of  the  question  w'ith  C.  J.  Shuinake. 
The  elementary  principles  of  a country  school 
training  sufficed  him  w'hile  of  school  age  and 
he  took  hold  of  the  serious  things  of  life  with 
much  more  courage  than  real  equipment.  He 
was  intensely  observing  of  the  speech  and  ac- 
tions of  his  superiors  and  by  natural  absorp- 
tion and  e.xtensive  reading  he  acquired  a vocab- 
ulary and  a fund  of  general  information  most 
Creditable  to  one  tvith  his  opportunities.  At 
the  age  of  eighteen  years  he  as.sumed  re.spon- 
sibility  for  his  owm  maintenance  and  began 
learning  the  trade  of  book-binder  in  Austin, 
Texas.  He  finished  his  trade  wdth  the  w'ell- 
known  binder,  R.  Von  Boeckman,  of  the  capi- 
tal city  and  remained  in  his  employ  seventeen 
years  without  a single  jar  or  an  unkind  w'ord. 
Having  obtained  and  laid  up  some  means  he 
decided  to  become  a farmer  and  purchased  a 
small  farm  in  Ellis  county,  but  sold  this  soon 
and  bought  again  in  Travis  county.  He 
worked  the  latter  place  two  years  when  he  sold 
it  at  double  his  purchasing  price  and  again 
sought  his  trade  with  his  old  friend.  Von  Boeck- 
man. Having  had  a taste  of  the  freedom  and  in- 
dependence of  rural  life,  after  a few  years  he 
again  deserted  the  bench  and  brought  his 
family  to  the  famous  Wichita  valley.  lie  laid 
the  foundation  of  his  fine  estate  by  purchasing 
seven  hundred  two  and  one-half  acres  of  land 
from  the  American  Land  and  Trust  Company 
of  Kansas  City,  and  .some  time  later  added  to 
this  purchase  one  hundred  eighty-eight  and 
one-half  acres.  His  last  purchases  w'ere  a quarter 
section  from  Specht  and  McCutcheon,  another  of 
two  hundred  ninety-one  and  eight-tenths,  another 
of  eighty,  the  whole  making  him  a farm  of  about 
one  thousand  four  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of 
sandy  loam,  a princely  estate,  beautiful,  rich 
and  productive.  He  took  po.ssession  of  his 
new  home  in  the  month  of  December,  1889,  and 
set  about  raising  grain,  hogs  and  cattle.  He 
was  a tireless  wrorker  himself  and  the  grass 
roots  soon  gave  way  to  the  golden  harv'est 
of  small  grain.  To  his  success  his  wife  has 
contributed  no  less  than  him.self.  He  could  al- 
ways depend  upon  her  encouragement,  and  her 


advice  and  counsel  were  elements  in  their  co- 
partnership which  anchored  him  to  the  rock 
of  safety.  As  the  profits  came  from  the  farm 
substantial  improvements  took  the  place  of 
the  temporary  affairs  until  the  home  stands  to- 
day one  of  the  attractive  spot.s  on  their  terres- 
trial landscape. 

May  2.‘5',  1883,  Mr.  Shumake  married  nine 
miles  east  of  Austin,  Miss  E.  Nettie  Hill,  a 
daughter  of  J.  William  Hill,  who  was  formerly 
from  Effingham  county,  Illinois.  Mrs.  Shu- 
make was  born  in  July.  1861,  and  was  the 
youngest  of  fivm  children.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Shu- 
make’s children  are:  Max  W,,  twenty-one; 
James  Lee,  nineteen;  Clara  J.,  seventeen;  and 
Charles  J.,  Jr.,  sev'en. 

In  politics  Mr.  Shumake  is  a Democrat.  He 
was  chosen  Commissioner  of  the  Second  dis- 
trict and  served  two  years,  being  a member 
of  the  most  economical  board  the  county  ever 
had.  The  family  are  Baptists  and  its  head  is 
an  Odd  Fellow,  a Blue  Lodge  Mason,  and 
Woodman  of  the  World. 

While  Mr.  bhumake  and  his  estimable  wife 
have  achieved  unusual  and  somewhat  remark- 
able material  success  their  substantial  accumu- 
lations do  not  weigh  in  comparison  with  their 
personal  worth.  They'  are  endowed  with 
bright,  alert  and  cultivated  intellects  and  are 
friends  of  advanced  educational  ideas.  They 
have  made  sacrifices  in  behalf  of  their  children’s 
mental  training  and  manifest  a pardonable 
pride  in  the  results  of  these  sacrifices.  Their 
home  is  pervaded  with  an  air  of  cheerfulness 
and  universal  good  will,  not  the  dominating 
characteristic  of  every  well  regulated  fireside, 
and  their  hospitality  toward  stranger  as  w'ell 
as  friend  is  sincere  and  unbounded.  Without 
the  presence  of  company'  to  entertain  existence 
would  seem  to  tliem  full  of  monotony  and  the 
Oasis  of  the  desert  would  seem  to  have  dried 
up.  Progressive  to  a marked  degree,  charitable 
and  sy'mpathetic  toevard  the  deserving  unfor- 
tunate and  with  hearts  full  of  the  real  humanity' 
toward  man  we  commend  them  and  theirs  to 
the  giver  of  all  good. 

JAMES  P.  McDANlEL,  who  .since  1883  has 
been  associated  in  mercantile  enterprises  with 
D.  O.  McRimmon,  and  who  in  1900  established 
the  present  business  in  Stamford,  came  to  Texas 
in  1861.  His  connection  w ith  the  state  has  been 
continuous  to  the  present  time  save  for  the  pe- 
riod of  his  services  in  the  Civjl  war.  and  his  ef- 
forts in  behalf  of  public  progress,  as  well  as  of 
the  individual  advancement  have  been  crowned 
with  a creditable  and  gratifying  measure  of  sue- 


4-4 


HISTORY  OF  NORTH  AND  WEST  TEXAS. 


\ native  of  Saline  cmint},  Arkansas,  be 
'.\as  boiii  MM  the  21st  of  Nmeniber,  1844.  Hi.s 
{.Hthcr,  J'-rdaii  McDaniel,  was  a native  of  Bibb 
couniy.  .\.iabaina.  and  was  inarrieil  there  to 
Alary  Siuiulevv onli,  also  a native  of  that  county, 
born  near  Tuscaloosa.  They  removed  from  Ala- 
bama to  ^'Yrkansas  sh<)rtly  after  their  niarriag'e 
and  resided  in  the  latter  state  until  i<S6o.  when 
Air.  .McDaniel  came  to  Texa.s,  leaving  Itis  family 
in  .Vrkansas.  He  then  purcliased  a farm  in  Col- 
lin co'unty,  on  which  he  remained  for  about  a 
year.  In  1863  he  rcmo\ed  his  family  to  this 
state  and  a home  was  established  upon  a farm 
in  Collin  cmirUy.  In  the  nicanlime  the  Civil  war 
was  in  progress  and  Air.  AfcDaniel  entered  the 
Confederate  service,  enlisting  at  Magnolia,  Ar- 
kansas, in  F'agnn's  regiment  of  BriceY  arnnx 
with  which  he  .served  for  about  three  years,  or 
until  the  close  of  hostilities.  He  afterward  made 
his  home  for  a short  time  in  Collin  county, 
Texas,  and  then  crossed  the  line  into  Gravson 
county,  where  he  resided  np  to  the  time  of  his 
death,  which  occurred  in  the  spring  of  1902. 
His  wife  jiassed  away  about  Ihe  same  time.  In 
their  family  were  seven  children,  three  sons  and 
four  daughters,  who  lived  to  mature  years. 

fames  P,  AIcDaniol.  the  subject  <rf  this  review, 
was  reared  upon  his  father’s  farm,  where  he  re- 
mained until  about  three,  vears  after  the  close  of 
the  war.  Bi  the  la.st  year  of  the  war  there  was 
a call  for  young  recruit.s  known  as  the  "sixteen 
year  old."  and  while  Mr.  AfcDaniel  was  a little 
past  that  age  he,  however,  otifered  his  services 
to  the  cause  of  his  country  and  enlisted  in  AIc- 
Ginnis'  Cavalry  Company,  coniinaiuletl  by  Dr. 
Wilson.  These  trO(>ps  only  saw  about  six  or 
eight  months'  actual  service,  as  the  war  dosed 
about  that  time. 

Ill  1873  Air.  Alcl.ianicl  went  to  Calvert,  in 
Robertson  cvainty,  and  wa,s  there  engaged  with 
Seilgvvick  & Elliott  in  the  lumber  business,  re- 
maining with  that  firm  for  four  years.  Thi.s  was 
about  the  time  the  Hou>ltin  & Tex^s  Central 
Railroad  w a.s  built  into  t Advert,  .\iver  about 
four  year~  tlu  road  was  extended  to  .Sherman 
and  \'an  Alstviie  viii  the  line  of  the  road.  Air. 
AlcLtanicl  purchased  the  lumber  bu'iness  of 
Sedgovick  &■  Elliott  and  continued  in  the  lumber 
bnsinesrs  on  his  own  account  at  that  point  for 
three  years.  He  then  closed  out  the  lumber 
husiiiv-s  and  emharked  in  the  giavcorv  business 
at  the  -aiiu‘  place,  carreing  on  that  enterprise 
for  abont  ilirec  years,  M'hen  he  had  di.sposcd  of 
his  .stock  of  gvoccrie.s  in  Van  .Mstyne  lu  tc>ok 
np  his  abode  i,n  hi.s  farm  just  acro.^s  the  line  in 
Collin  count',  and  was  thus  identihed  with  agri- 


cultural juirsuit,'-  until  i<883.  '.At  that  date  he 
formed  a partuershij)  with  his  brother-in-law.  D. 
(.).  AfcRinimon,  in  a general  mercantile  venture 
at  Albany,  Sliackelfvird  county,  Texa>,  where 
the  busines.'  was  conducted  with  signal  success 
for  seventeen  years,  or  until  the  removal  to 
Stanifonl.  In  the  sjiring  of  IQ05  the  business 
was  incorjKirated  here  under  the  firm  name  of 
D.  ft.  AlcRimmon  & Company,  with  a capital 
stock  of  fifty  thousand  dollars.  This  is  one  of 
the  largest  enterprises  of  the  kind  in  western 
Texas,  having  a trade  which  is  drawn  from  a 
large  area  of  countrv.  The  business  methods 
are  strictly  honorable,  and  reasonable  prices,  fair 
dealing  and  desire  to  plca>c  their  customers  have 
secured  for  the  house  a very  liberal  and  gratify- 
ing patronage. 

During  his  residence  in  Van  Alstyne,  Air.  Mc- 
Daniel was  married,  in  1877,  to  Miss  Alontie 
AIcRiinrnon,  a daughter  of  Cornelius  D.  Alc- 
Rimmon. Both  Air.  and  Airs.  AfcDaniel  hold 
membership  in  the  Christian  church,  with  which 
they  have  been  identified  for  about  twenty  years. 
•Their  family  mniibers  three  children.  Walter. 
Herbert  Euclat  and  Cecil  Doud.  The  family  are 
prominent  socially  in  the  community  where  they 
reside,  and  Air.  AIcDaniel  is  one  vvlio  lias  con- 
tributed in  substantial  measure  to  the  commer- 
cial development  of  the  city  and  its  progress  in 
many  other  ways,  giving  his  aid  to  any  measure 
that  tends  to  advance  public  improvement  and 
the  general  good.  His  business  methods  are 
strictly  honorable  and  his  entire  life  has  been 
characterized  by  a fidelity  to  the  principles  which 
develop  Uf'right  manhood  and  sterling  worth. 

DA\'TD  O.  AfcRIAIAIOX.  the  senior  jiart- 
ner  of  the  1).  O.  AlcRimmon  Alercantilc  Com- 
jiaiiy,  of  Stamford,  one  of  the  leading  commer- 
cial emerf)rises  in  this  section  of  the  state,  has 
been  a resident  of  Texas  since  1866  and  is  there- 
fore largely  familiar  vvitli  the  liistiirv-  of  it-  prog- 
ress and  development,  having  for  almost  forty 
V car.s  lieen  a witness  of  the  great  change.s  that 
have  occurred.  He  was  bftrn  in  Bibb  count  y,- 
Alabama,  about  forty  miles  north  of  .Selma,  on. 
the  25th  of  October,  1859.  His  father,  Cornelius 
D.  AlcRimmon,  was  a native  e>f  Xorth  Carolina 
and  when  a mere  boy  removed  to  Alabam.a.  He 
was  of  .Scoteb-Trish  descent  and  was  married  in 
Alabama  fcj  .Miss  F.lizabeth  Lawlion,  a native  of 
that  state.  He  followed  farming  and  general 
mercbaniliNing,  giving  his  attention  to  tlie  latter 
pnrsnii  to  a greater  or  less  extent  np  to  the  time 
of  his  detith,  vvliicli  occurred  September  17,  1879, 
in  \'an  .Alstyne.  Grayson  county,  Texas,  where 
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he  liad  made  his  lumie  from  1871.  He  \^  as  one 
of  the  first  merchants  of  the  town,  locating  there’ 
when  the  Houston  & Texas  CYntral  Railroad 
was  built  through.  He  was  a man  of  enterprise 
in  business  life,  of  energy,  and  strong  purpose 
and  of  honor  in  every  relation.  His  wife  has 
also  passed  aw.ay\  In  their  faniih-  were  two  sons 
and  six  daughters,  of  whom  four  are  now  living 
and  are  residents  of  Texas. 

D.  O.  McRimnion  was  principally^  reared  in 
Texas,  spending  his  youth  largely  in  Cherokee 
county,  where  his  father  first  located  on  coming, 
to  this  state.  His  youth  wa.s  largely-  passed  on 
the  farm  in  the  usual  manner  of  lads  of  the  pe^ 
riod  and  his  time  was  divideil  between  farm  work 
and  the  acqtiireraent  of  an  education.  When 
still  quite  yanmg.  however,  he  was  placed  in  hijs 
father’s  store  where  he  received  his  earlv  train- 
ing in  business.  He  was  twenty  y'ears  of  age 
when  his  fatlier  died  and  the  duties  of  caring  for 
his  wndowed  mother  and  the  affairs  t)f  his  fath- 
er’s business  devolved  largely  upon  him.  .Since 
that  time  his  attention  ha.s  been  given  to  busi- 
ness pursuits  and  he  has  made  .steadv  advance- 
ment in  a commercial  career.  In  1883  he  re- 
moved to  Albany,  Texas,  where  he  embarked  in 
merchandising  on  his  own  account,  remaitiing 
there  for  about  seventeen  years.  About  that 
time  the  town  of  Stamford  was  started,  being 
organized  in  the  spring  of  1901.  Mr.  McRim- 
mon  opened  a store  here,  which  was  the  second 
mercantile  enterprise  of  the  new  town,  fhe  firm 
of  1).  O.  McRimmon  & Company  Was  founded 
in  Albany  wdth  J.  R.  McDaniel  as  a partner,  and 
this  relation.ship  has  been  maintained  to  the 
present  time.  The  firm  was  incorporated  on  the 
loth  of  February-,  1905.  under  the  .style  of  the 
D.  O.  McRinunon  51ercanrile  Company  with  a 
capital  stock  of  fifty  thousand  dollars.  Their  cap- 
ital stock  when  they  began  business  in  Albany 
w-as  but  four  hundred  dollars  and  these  figures 
indicate  the  splendid  success  which  has  attended 
the  proprietors.  The  Albany  store  was  con- 
ducted for  about  a year  after  the  Stamford  store 
was  opened,  and  the  former  was  then  discon- 
tinued, the  efforts  of  the  proprietors  being  con- 
centrated upon  the  development  of  the  business 
in  the  latter  place.  The  store  was  first  opened 
on  the  south  side  of  the  square  on  Hamilton 
street,  but  in  ITbruary,  1904,  the  firm  erected 
its  present  .spacious  building  on  Swenson  avenue 
on  the  west  side  of  the  .square. 

Mr.  McRimmon  was  married  in  1893  to  Miss 
Stella  Cullnm,  a daughter  of  D.  S.  Cullum,  now 
of  Stamford.  They  have  one  sou.  Willard  D. 
McRimmon.  Mr.  McRimmon  is  interested  in 


the  Social,  political,  intellectua]  and  moral  devel- 
opment of  the  city  as  well  as  in  its  material  prog- 
ress. and  since  1804  he  has  been  a member  of  the 
I'resby  lerian  church.  In  manner  he  is  courte- 
ous and  affable  to  all  with  wliom  he  comes  in 
contact  vvliellier  through  business  or  social  rela- 
tions. His  time  naturally-  is  largely  devoted  to 
mercantile  pursuits  and  through  his  constant  at- 
It.inion.  comhincfl  with  liis  excellent  qualifica- 
tions for  oonimcrcial  life,  lie  has  succcede<l  in 
making  his  house  one  of  the  leading  Imsiness 
centers  of  western  Texas. 

MAJtlR  LOUIS  C.  W ISR  i.s  one  of  the  early 
residents  of  Abilene.  In  fact  lie  vi.siied  this  lo- 
calitv  before  the  town  was  esvablished  and  when 
it  was  founded  be  returned  and  i<>ok  up  his 
abode  here.  Hi.s  history  forms  an  integral  chap- 
ter in  the  annals  tif  the  citv,  for  his  efforts  h.ive 
contril)Uted  in  large  measure  to  its  material 
progress  and  upbuilding.  He  is  a native  of  Nor- 
folk. \'irginia,  born  June  :23,  1844.  His  father, 
John  C.  Wise,  was  a Iwotlier  of  Henn-  A.  Wise, 
governor  of  V'lrginia,  and  the  ancestry  of  the 
family  can  be  traced  back  to  1633  when  John 
Wise  came  from  Devonshire,  F.ngland,  on  the 
ship  Transport  and  settled  in  Accomae  county, 
\ irginia.  There  is  an  unbroken  line  down  to 
John  Cropper  Wise,  the  father  of  Major  Wise. 
He  married  .\rin  Finney,  a daughter  of  Colonel 
John  Finney,  a soldier  of  the  Revolutionary  war. 
and  thev  became  the  parents  of  seven  children, 
five  soius  and  two  daughters,  all  of  whom  arc 
living  in  Virginia  with  the  exception  of  one  son, 
who  makes  his  home  in  lialtiinore.  iVIaryland. 
and  I.ouis  C.  M’isc,  of  this  review. 

In  his  \outh  Major  Louis  C.  M’ise  liecaiiie  a 
cadet  of  tlie  Virginia  Military  Institute,  from 
wliich  he  was  graduated  in  ]8b4.  He  partici- 
pated in  the  battle  of  X'ewmarket,  \hrginia,  the 
cadets  from  this  school  being  an  iniportaal  fac- 
tor in  securing  the  victory-  in  that  engagement. 
The  Confederate  trexaps  were  under  command  of 
Ccncral  John  C.  Ureckinridge.  while  tin  Fed- 
eral troops  were  commanded  l>y  Genera!  Franz 
Siegel.  There  w ere  three  hundred  and  fifty  ca- 
dot.s  who  entered  tlie  engagement,  of  whicVi 
numhci  fifty -two  were  citlier  killed  or  wounded. 
Henry  5Visc,  brother  of  M.ajor  M'ise,  look  a very 
important  part  in  the  struggle.  Cokitiel  Ship 
was  in  coiiiinaml  of  the  batallion.  but  being 
woumled.  the  command  devolved  upon  Henry 
Wise,  who  was  the  .--eHior  eajitain  and  who  was 
martial,  his  effr>rts  bringing  sneeess  to  the  Con- 
federate army.  He  never  receiveil  credit,  how- 
ever, for  the  valor  and  criuragc  be  displaved  in 
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takiii;4  the  coniiriand  and  maldiig-  the  charge  on 
that  occasion.  Tliirty-nine  years  after  the  battle 
of  Xcw market.  \'irginia.  the  cadets  met  in  a re- 
union v.hicli  was  lield  at  I.e.xington,  \'irginia, 
ill  June,  1893,  and  .Major  Wise  considers  these 
twi>  events — the  battle  and  tiie  reunion — as 
atnong  the  most  iin|)ortant  things  in  his  life  his- 
tory. 

I ’olli  ivving  the  close  of  the  war  Louis  W'ise 
w eiu  to  ilc.xico  as  an  engineer  on  the  survey  of 
the  \’era  Cruz  and  .Mexico  Railroad,  sjietiding 
about  eight  months  in  that  ciiuntry,  when,  ow- 
ing to  tile  liostilily  between  the  Liberals  and  the 
Imperialists,  the  work  was  suspended.  He  then 
came  to  Tc.xa.s  in  i860,  settling  first  at  Bastrop, 
whore  he  engaged  in  teaching  scliool.  He  w:is 
afterward  cmploveil  a.s  a draftsman  in  tlie  state 
land  office,  at  .Austin,  but  in  i88o  he  resigned 
that  position  and  went  on  a land  .surveying  e.xpe- 
dition  few  the  Houston  and  Great  XMrthern 
Railroad  Coinjianv.  visiting  northwest  Te.xas, 
principally  the  counties  of  Dickens,  Cro.sby, 
Kent  and  ffarza.  There  he  remained  for  about 
eight  months  and  through  the  present  site  of 
.Abilene  in  1880  and  in  1881  he  returned  at  the 
time  of  the  foundation  of  the  town.  He  has 
since  made  his  home  here  with  the  e.xception  of 
a |>eriod  of  eight  years  when  he  was  appointed 
as  chief  draftsman  at  tfie  land  office  at  Austin. 
He  has  been  engaged  in  real-estate  dealing  since 
coming  to  Abilene  exce[it  for  a short  time  when 
he  devoted  his  attention  to  the  sheep  industry. 
His  Imsiness  affairs  have  been  well  directed,  bis 
ability  gaining  him  success  for  it  has  rested  upon 
.suinid  judgment,  unfaltering  perseverance  and 
strong  determination.  Major  AVise  has  been 
married  three  times.  His  present  wife  was  Bar- 
bara Scott,  a native  of  Princess  .Anne  county, 
Mrginia  They  have  two  sons,  John  C.  and 
I.oui.s  S.  Wise. 

.Major  W'ise  won  his  title  through  service  with 
the  Fourth  'I’extis  X'atioiial  Guards,  with  wdiich 
he  was  connected  a number  of  years  ago.  He 
is  a ga  lUlcmaii  of  the  old  ^'irginia  school  and  is 
ail  vanie.st  advocate  of  several  enterprises  that 
tcnil  toward  the  uplifting  of  humanity  and  the 
general  interests  of  the  country, 

GFC'tRGL  CL.XA'TOX.  fhe  family  historv 
'•f  tTVfwgc  Clacton  records  that  liis  grandfather, 
t h.irlvs  ( laytoii,  was  from  'rcnncsscc  and  re- 
iiioc cd  to  that  state  from  Jefferson  county,  Ala- 
bama., He  afterward  established  his  iioiiie  in 
!triwaml>;t  county,  lMississi|ipi,  where  be  coiitiii- 
m-d  III  reside  u]i  to  tile  tinu  of  his  death,  wliicli 


occurred  in  1857,  when  be  was  cighty-two  years 
of  age.  His  wife  belonged  to  the  well  known 
Tony  family  and  they  were  married  before  their 
removal  from  Tennessee.  They  reared  a family 
Ilf  nine  children,  eight  sons  and  one  daughter. 

One  of  these  sons,  W arren  Clayton,  father  of 
George  Clayton,  wa.s  their  third  child  and  was 
born  in  Tennessee  in  i8ot).  He  was  reared  prin- 
cifially  in  Alabama  and  Mississippi,  wffere  he 
continued  to  reside  until  t868.  when  he  came  to 
Texas,  seilliiig  in  Kaufman  county,  spending  his 
remaining  days  there,  his  attention  being  de- 
voted to  the  occujiation  of  farming.  He  married 
■Miss  Alary  .Ann  Ratleff  when  twenty-one  years 
of  a.ge.  She  was  horn  in  Jefferson  county,  Ala- 
bama, and  was  a ilaugbter  of  Joshua  Ratleff,  wdio 
was  a native  of  Ireland  and  came  to  this  coun- 
try when  a young  man.  WTrren  Clayton  died  in 
the  year  1876  in  Kaufman  comity,  Texas,  and 
his  wife  departed  thi.s  life  in  Mississippi  in  1862. 
They  were  the  parents  of  nine  children  who 
reached  mature  years,  five  sous  and  four  daugh- 
ters. 

George  Clayton,  whose  name  introduces  this 
review,  was  the  fourth  member  of  his  father's 
family.  He  made  his  home  under  the  parental 
roof  until  he  was  married,  at  the  age  of  eighteen 
years.  Like  many  other  young  men  under  the 
same  circumstances,  he  was  reared  to  habits  of 
industrv,  for  his  father  was  in  limited  financial 
circumstances  and  needed  the  assistance  of  his 
sons  upon  the  farm.  After  the  cotton  picking 
season  was  over  he  had  opportunity  to  attend 
the  country-  schools  for  a brief  period  and  again 
shortly  before  he  was  eigliteen  years  of  age  he 
was  sent  to  a school  at  Mooresville,  Mississippi, 
where  he  pursued  his  studies  for  about  six 
months.  He  was  then  married,  in  Alarch.  1852, 
the  maiden  name  of  his  wife  being  Amanda  Red- 
ding. She  was  born  in  Munroc  county-,  Afissis- 
sippi.  and  the  young  couple  began  their  domes- 
tic life  in  Alississippi  with  very  limited  means. 
The  father  gave  Mr.  Clayton  a pony  and  his 
mother  gave  him  a feather  bed.  w’hile  his  wife 
was  the  fortunate  possessor  of  five  head  of  cat- 
tle. His  mother  also  gave  them  two  home  made 
chairs  and  his  wife  also  had  two  chairs  of  like 
manufacture  given  her  by  her  sister.  This 
mainly  comprised  their  outfit  when  they  began 
housekeeping.  Air.  Clayton,  however,  had  in- 
curred an  indebtedness  of  seventy-five  dollars  on 
merchandise  wliich  he  bad  obtained  two  years 
before,  but  with  strong  hope  and  unfaltering 
liurposc  be  started  out  to  make  a home  for  his 
I'ride. 
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It  v\as  at  that  time  that  Mr.  Clayton  began 
farming  on  his  own  account  on  a tract  of  rented 
land.  He  afteni-ard  rented  other  farms  and  con- 
tinued their  cultivation  until  the  outbreak  of  the 
Civil  war,  when  he  entered  the  service  of  ,the 
south,  enlisting  in  Compau}'  C of  the  Fourth 
Mississippi  Cavalry  commanded  by  Colonel 
James  Gordon.  He  was  afterward  transferred  to 
another  regiment  and  was  in  various  engage- 
ments including  pitched  battles  and  skirmishes. 
He  had  many  thrilling  experience.s,  but  passed 
through  all  without  a wound.  During  the  last 
year  and  a half  of  the  war  and  up  to  this  time 
his  family  at  home  had  been  in  straitened 
•financial  circumstances  and  in  order  to  do  some- 
thing for  their  support  Mr.  Clayton  obtained  a 
permit  from  his  regimental  and  brigade  othcjers 
to  supply^  the  soldiers  with  w’hi,skey.  Searching 
out  the  distilleries  in  the  neighborhood  he  by 
some  means  got  the  product  such  as  they  were 
able  to  make.  From  the  revenue  derived  from 
the  sale  he  was  not  only  able  to  care  for  his  fam- 
ily at  home  but  at  the  close  of  the  war  had 
money  enough  left  to  buy  his  first  quarter  sec- 
tion of  land,  for  w-hich  he  paid  one  thousand  dol- 
lars in  Confederate  money.  He  lived  upon  the 
place  for  about  two  years  after  the  w-ar  and  then 
sold  it  for  three  hundred  and  seventy-five  dol- 
lars. 

At  that  time  Mr.  Clayton  came  to  Texas,  ar- 
riring  here  in  1868.  He  settled  in  Lamar 
county,  where  he  began  farming,  making  his 
home  there  for  over  eight  years.'  On  the  expir- 
ation of  that  period  he  came  to  western  Texas  in 
1876  and  located  first  in  Cefieman  county,  w'here 
he  resided  for  about  a year.  He  then  turned  his 
attention  to  the  cattle  business  and  removed  to 
Runnels  county,  where  he  continued  the  busi- 
ness for  about  six  years.  Having  found  out  by 
experience  that  sheep  w^erc  more  profitable  than 
cattle,  he  decided  to  deal  in  the  former  and  did 
so.  While  in  Runnels  county  he  also  purchased 
five  thousand  acres  of  land  at  one  dollar  per  acre 
and  after  holding  it  for  less  than  a year  he  dis- 
posed of  it  for  two  dollars  and  twenty-five  cents 
per  acre,  thus  realizing  a good  return  on  his  in- 
vestment. He  next  removed  to  Abilene  in  1883 
and  has  here  made  his  home  cimtiuuously  since. 
After  eighteen  months  he  embarked  in  the  liv- 
ery business  on  the  ground  where  liis  present 
business  property  now  stands  on  Chestnut 
street.  On  closing  out  his  livery  business  he 
erected  the  business  block  which  he  yet  owms, 
building  the  corner  store  first.  He  then  pur- 
chased a .stock  of  merchandise  at  sheriff’s  sale 


and  became  a representative  of  commercial  in- 
terests in  Abilene.  Mr.  Clayton  enlarged  his 
stock  from  time  to  time  and  became  proprietor 
of  an  extensive  establishment,  handling  a splen- 
did line  of  genera!  rnercliandise.  During  the 
year  1887  there  was  a financial  panic  caused  by 
the  failure  of  crops  the  preceding  year.  Many 
people  lia-d  cxhau.sted  not  onlv  their  supph’  of 
money  but  of  clothing  as  well  and  Mr.  Clayton, 
coming  to  their  relief,  sold  mucli  of  his  g'.'ods 
on  credit,  thus  tiding  over  the  families  wlio  were 
in  need.  He  di.spo.sed  of  in  that  way  one  hun- 
dred and  fifteen  tliousand  dollars  worth  of  goods, 
papng  little  attention  to  cash  sales.  That  his 
faith  w’as  well  placed  and  that  his  patrons  appre- 
ciated his  confidence  is  shown  by  the  fact  that 
he  did  not  lose  over  five  thousand  dollars  of  the 
entire'  amount— a statement  that  is  certainly 
creditable  as  showing  the  honesty  of  Texas  peo- 
ple. Mr.  Clayton  continued  his  business  ,suc- 
ce.ssfullv  until  1900,  when  be  sold  out,  but  after 
two  years  he  again  entered  mercantile  life  as  a 
grocer,  conducting  his  stc>re  until  1905,  when  he 
once  more  retired  from  trade.  His  life  record  is 
an  example  of  what  may  be  accomplished  In  a 
young  man  who  possesses  determination,  per.se- 
verance  and  strong  and  honorable  purpose.  He 
has  been  one  of  Abilene’s  most  successful  mer- 
chants and  accounts  for  his  prosperity  by  his 
close  application  to  his  business,  his  reasonable 
prices  and  his  straightforward  methods.  He 
now  Owns  large  landed  possessions  in  Taylor 
county'  beside  valuable  business  and  residence 
property  in  Abilene. 

Unto  Mr.  and  'Mr.s.  Clayton  have  been  born 
nine  children  by  two  marriages,  four  sons  and 
five  daughters,  one  son  and  one  daughter  of 
these  being  by  his  second  wdfe,  who  when  he 
married  her  w'as  Mrs.  Esther  Pruitt,  and  all  are 
now  married  and  have  families  of  their  own,  so 
that  Mr.  Clayton  has  .si.xty-.^cven  grandchildren 
and  six  great-gratiddiildren,  all  living  at  this 
writing  in  1905. 

Such  in  brief  is  tlie  life  history  of  one  of  Abi- 
lene’s representative  citizens.  He  has  seen 
Texas  pass  through  all  the  marvelous  changes 
that  have  converted  a wilderness  into  a land  that 
blooms  and  blossoms  like  the  rose.  He  has  wit- 
nessed the  rapid  transformation  from  buffalo 
range  to  cotton  patch  and  he  has  lived  an  active 
life,  interesting  liiniself  in  every  movement  that 
stands  for  progress  and  advancement.  He  is 
now  able  to  enjoys  the  pleasures  of  bis  own  fire- 
side surrtiunded  by'  the  creature  comforts  that 
.so  amply  reward  his  earnest  toil  in  former  years. 
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ELISHA  ALRHEUS  .M.\TNEV,  the  sub- 
jeci  of  this  review , was  unioiii:;'  the  honored  and 
widely  re.spected  settlers  of  .Montag-ne  county 
for  nearly  thirty  years  and  his  death  removed 
an  earl}  >euier  and  a man  tvho  had  been  ideh- 
tified  vvilh  the  frontier  practically  all  hi.s  life. 
He  grew  up  in  the  state  of  Missouri  when  it 
was  nev\  and  crossed  the  hostile  country  of 
the  red  man  to  the  borders  of  civilization  on 
the  Tncific  coast,  returning  east  in  the  early 
seventies  and  l>ecoming  a settler  of  Texas  and 
Montague  count}'  in  ISM.  After  an  active  and 
successful  life  of  sixty-fic'c  years  he  passed 
away  Augii.>t  1.90?,  having  made  ample  pro- 
visiiui  fftr  those  whom  he  left  behind. 

Elislia  .V.  Matney  was  l.iorn  in  Haywood 
coiintv , Tennessee,  J.'inuarv  27,  1827,  a son  of 
Broadwaters  Matney.  who  left  Tennessee  dur- 
ing the  boylKn  id  of  our  subiect  and  established 
his  family  in  Macon  county,  Alissouri,  where 
he  brought  up  his  family  on  the  f.ann  and 
from  rvhere  he  emigrated,  with  his  son,  to 
Oregon,  in  Jackson  countr . in  which  state  he 
passed  aw. ay  about  1874.  Ihe  latter  married 
Miss  Sarah  McCully.  and  was  the  father  of 
-sixteen  children. 

'I'lie  farm  knew  Elisha  A.  Matney  all  his 
long  life  and  the  rural  schools  of  Missouri 
gave  him  a scant  education,  lie  was  possessed, 
naturally,  >.f  an  active  and  logical  mind 
and  a sympathetic  heart  and  this  combination 
brought  his  efforts  substantial  returns  and 
won  and  maintained  warm  friendships  through 
life.  His  second  experience  away  from  home 
was  as  a "forty-niner,’'  and  he  crossed  and  re- 
crossed Ihi-  ‘‘Great  \merican  Desert,"  as  the 
jdains  were  then  known,  six  times.  His  first 
experience  with  the  world  at  large  was  when 
he  enlisted  in  the  army  for  .service  in  the  war 
witli  Mexico.  He  was  in  the  quartermaster’s 
liefiarunent.  altachcil  to  the  wagon  train,  and 
H.'iucock  Jack.son  and  General  Sterling  Price 
were  his  immediate  commanders.  .Mthough  his 
sempathies  were  with  the  south  in  her  efforts 
to  w in  imh  pendcnce,  he  did  not  enlist  as  a sol- 
dier in  hei  armies. 

Idpon  his  return  from  Galifornia  in  he 

■was  married,  CU'tol>er  22,  in  Randolph  county, 
Missriiin.  to  Miss  Mary  Mayo,  a daughter  of 
V’ak  iUir.!-  anrl  Margaret  ( McCulley)  Mayo. 
Mr.  .Ma}.>  wa.s  bi.ni  111  A'irginia.  but  came  in- 
to Mi^-o^lri  from  Tennessee  and  wa.s  married  in 
Mis-ouri.  and  died  upon  tlic  place  he  settled. 
His  (hildn  n were:  W illiarn  and  Jackson,  who 
died  in  Missouri:  Jane,  wlio  married  V\  illiarn 
-Mit  ulle}  and  resides  in  IToward  county,  Mis- 
seiuri  ; Thomas,  -who-  die>1  in  Nebraska;  Rev, 


Saniiiel  Balso  died  in  Nebraska;  Mary,  wife 
of  our  subject:  Isaac,  who  passed  away  in  .Ark- 
ansas, and  Sarah,  wife  of  John  Cockrell,  of 
Neliraska. 

Having  brothers  on  the  Pacific  coast  and  being 
urged  on  to  go  thither  by  his  father,  who  wished 
to  be  among  his  son.s,  Mr.  Matney  settled  up 
his  affairs,  loaded  his  wagons  and  joined  a 
cara\an  on  the  Mis.souri  river  en  route  across 
the  plains.  There  were  from  forty  to  forty- 
eight  wagons  ill  the  train  and  they  followed 
up  Platte  ri\'er,  crossed  the  mountains  and 
traversed  Green  and  Snake  rivers  and  across 
the  mountains  in  Idaho  into  Oregon  to  their 
destination  in  J,ackson  county,  eight  miles  from 
Jacksonville.  Mr.  Matney  urns  not  pleased 
with  that  country  and  remained  only  one  sea- 
son, going  thence  to  California,  and  locating 
in  Shasta  county.  He  followed  agriculture  on 
the  coast  and  after  spending  four  years  in  Cali- 
fornia he  decided  to  return  “to  the  States"  and 
he  reached  Arkansas  after  months  of  travel, 
w'ithcmt  his  family,  who  subsequently  came  to 
him  by  rail,  and  in  that  state  he  remained  un- 
til his  advent  to  Texas.  He  chose  a spot  near 
Queen’s  Peak,  in  IMontague  county,  and  in 
1877  purchased  twehe  hundred  and  ninety- 
seven  acres  of  the  Philpott  and  Connor  sur- 
vey, which  he  occupied,  improved,  cultivated 
and  divided  among  his  wife  and  children  be- 
fore his  death. 

Elisha  I^latney  was  a man  who  prac- 
ticed the  teachings  of  the  golden  rule.  He 
liked  friends,  welcomed  everybody  to  his 
home  and  turned  no  man  away  from  his  door 
hungry.  He  belonged  to  no  society  or  organi- 
zation and  was  always  just  plain  Matney,  as  he 
often  said. 

I\rr.  and  Mr.s.  Matney ’s  children  to  reach 
maturity  were:  lantha.  w-ife  of  Charles 

Berry,  who  died  June  II,  1897,  leaving  a son, 
George ; William  P..  1x>ni  in  Macon  county, 
Mi.ssoiiri,  February  19,  1 SCO.  resides  on  a part 
of  the  home  place  wilh  his  wife,  nee  Lizzie 
Boone,  wdtom  he  married  December  16,  1900. 
Mrs.  Matney,  Jr.,  was  a dau.ghter  of  Needham 
•A.  Boone  and  Sarah  .Smith,  of  l'.os(iue  county, 
Texas,  and  their  other  children  are:  Janies  A., 
William  R.  and  Clara,  deceased.  Ida,  the  sec- 
ond daughter,  is  the  wife  of  J.  E.  Walthall,  of 
Bowie,  and  John  T.,  of  Hansford  connU.  Texas, 
is  the  youngest  and  is  married  to  Edna  Craw- 
horn,  his  children  Iteing : James.  Virgil,  John 
T.  and  Mary  Edna. 

Elisha  .Maine}'  and  his  ptasterity  have  filled 
a niche  in  the  industrial  fabric  of  Montague 
county.  The  founder  of  the  family  has  finished 
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his  work  am)  to  liis  reward,  yet  he  has  left 

his  imprint  upon  the  heads  of  families  of  sue 
ceedinp  generations  that  oiih  time  can  ef- 
face. 

JOHN  W.  WOOTEN  has  passed  the  eigli- 
tieth  milestone  on  life’s  journey  and  is  yet  a hale 
and  hearty  man.  Old  age  is  not  necessaiily  a 
synon\rm  of  weakness  or  inactivity,  rior  need  it 
suggest  a lack  of  occupation,  and  we  find  in  Mr. 
Wooten  one  who  is  yet  energetic  and  who  in  his 
interests  .seem.s  yet  in  his  prime.  He  was  for 
many  years  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits 'in 
Taylor  county  and  is  still  the  owner  of  valuable 
property  here.  ]vIoreover  he  i.s  numbered  among 
the  pioneer  settlers  and  his  mind  forms  a con- 
necting link  between  the  primitive  past  and  the 
progressive  present. 

.Vir.  Wooten  was  born  in  Jasper  county,  Ten- 
nes.see,  January  i6,  1826,  a son  of  Jesse  and 
Frances  (Thompson)  Wooten,  who  were  like- 
wise natives  of  that  state.  In  their  family  were 
.seventeen  children,  nine  son.s  and  eight  daugh- 
ters. of  whom  John  W.  was  the  second  in  order 
of  birth  and  is  the  only  one  now  living'.  The 
family  removed  to  Mississippi  about  1S36  and 
there  he  was  reared,  making  his  home  in  that 
state  until  1S46.  when  he  came  to  Texas.  There 
was  a party  from  his  home  neighborhood  in  Mis 
.sissippi  who  planned  to  remove  to  this  state  and 
he  joined  their  number,  B\’  trade  he  is  a black- 
smith and  wheelwright  and  he  followed  those 
pursuits  for  twenty  years. 

First  locating  in  Smith  county,  he  there  re- 
mained until  1879,  when  he  removed  to  Taylor 
county,  w'here  he  has  since  made  his  home,  be- 
ing engaged  largely  in  farming  for  ten  years, 
making  his  home  at  Puiftalo  Gap.  In  1882  he 
removed  to  Abilene  and  the  following  year  took 
up  his  abode  on  his  farm  about  five  miles  south- 
west of  the  town.  There  the  family  lived  for 
about  seven  or  eight  years.  Thi.s  locality  W'as 
then  an  open  country  and  he  pnt  up  the  first 
wire  fence  around  a pasture.  .As  the  years 
passed  he  pro.spered  in  farming  and  other  under- 
takings and  he  is  today  the  owner  of  some  val- 
uable property  in  Abilene. 

Mr.  Wooten  has  been  twdee  married.  His  first 
wdfe  was  Elizabeth  Mason,  of  Mississippi,  whom 
he  married  in  1849.  She  died  in  1854,  and  was 
the  mother  of  two  children,  William  F.,  de- 
ceased, and  James  P. 

In  December,  1857,  Mr.  Wooten  was  married 
to  Miss  Sarah  Hnman,  of  Smith  county,  Texas, 
who  died  in  1887.  She  had  become  the  mother 
of  nine  children,  five  of  whom  reached  years  of 
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maturity.  These  are:  Horace  O..  a wholesale 

grocery  mcrcluint;  John  P.,  who  is  employed  as 
a sale.sman  by  his  brother:  Elizabeth,  the  wife  of 
John  .L.  J.caiherman,  of  Toyari,  Texa.s;  Emma, 
the  wife  of  R.  I’,  Altman,  of  Toy;in.  Te.\as ; and 
Minnie,  the  wife  rd  Lynn  Smith,  re.siding  in 
Arizona. 

While  now  well  advanced  in  years  .Mr.  Woo- 
ten is  .still  strong  and  hearty  and  today  he  is 
numbered  anu.mg  the  honored  pioneers  of  the 
county,  his  mind  bearing  the  im|>ress  of  the 
stirring  scenes  and  incidents  that  transpired  here 
ar  an  early  day,  when  the  country  was  being 
opened  by  the  first  settlers.  His  sons  are  now 
among  the  repre.scntative  business  men  of  .Abi- 
lene, while  the  wholesale  grocery  bouse  of  It.  O. 
^\T>oten  & Company  stands  as  a leading  coiit- 
mercial  institution  of  the  city,  lie  was  made  a 
Alason  and  Odd  Fellow  about  thirty  years  ago, 
and  is  a member  of  the  old  school  I’resbyterian 
church. 

FRED  LANE,  a representative  of  the  finan- 
cial interests  of  Callahan  county,  being  the  effi- 
cient and  popular  cashier  of  the  Home  National 
-Bank  at  Baird,  wa.s  born  in  .Newbnrn,  Pula.ski 
count}.  Virginia,  XMveinber  18,  1869.  His 
lather,  J.  E.  W.  Lane,  the  present  county  trea.s- 
itrer  of  Callahan  county,  is  also  a Virginian  by 
birth,  as  was  his  wife,  who  bore  the  maiden  name 
of  Harriett  Fleeman.  who  died  in  Callahan 
county  in  1889.  The  year  1875  witne.ssed  the  ar- 
rival of  the  family  in  Texas  and  they  have  been 
contimious  residents  of  the  state  to  the  present 
day.  Their  fir.st  location  was  at  Dalla.s,  the 
Te.\as  & Pacific  Railroad  having  been  completed 
and  put  in  operation  that  far.  The  father,  a cab- 
inet maker  by  trade,  follciwed  bis  cho,sen  jnirsuit 
in  Tlallas  county,  principally  at  Scyene,  for  about 
two  years,  his  residence  in  the  county,  however, 
covering  about  four  years.  Sxtbsequentl}  here- 
moved  to  Weatherford,  where  he  entered  the 
employ  of  the  Texas  & Pacific  Railroad  in  the 
bridge  and  bnildiiig  department,  the  line  at  that 
time  being  in  process  of  construction  west  of 
that  place.  When  three  years  had  passed  he 
came  to  Baird,  Callahan  county,  arriving  here  in 
1S83  and  this  jdace  has  since  been  the  home  of 
the  family,  Mr.  Lane  has  become  active  and  in- 
llnentia!  in  the  public  life  of  the  county  and  his 
fellow  townsmen  have  given  tangible  evidence 
of  their  tnist  in  him  by  electing  him  to  the  office 
of  county  treasurer,  in  which  position  he  is  now 
serving. 

fired  I.ane.  whose  name  introduces  this  rec- 
ord, acquired  the  greater  part  of  his  education 


430 


HISTORY  OF  XORTH  AXD  WEST  TEXAS. 


ihrongh  |)riva(t'  nadiiiw^  and  .stnd_\.  He  entered 
biisine.'.'  life  at  \Veatherforcl  a.s  a salesman  in  the 
hook  store  (d  A.  1.  Staiif^er,  now  a jtrominent 
merchant  of  that  ]>lace.  When  the  family  came 
to  Baird  Fred  Lane  accepted  a po.sition  as  mes- 
senger boy  for  the  AX'estern  I’nion  Telegraph 
Comptiny  and  also  acted  as  newsboy,  .selling  the 
daily  papers  on  the  streets  of  this  city.  He  after- 
ward secured  a situation  with  S.  E.  and  A.  M. 
Rohert.son,  general  merchants,  with  whom  he 
continued  for  about  three  years.  He  then  at- 
tended the  public  schools  in  Baird  for  a short 
time  aiirl  afterward  entered  the  store  of  T.  E. 
Powell,  with  whom  he  remained  as  a most 
trusted  and  capable  employe  fcjr  six  years,  .save 
for  a very  brief  interval  in  which  he  wa.s  a stu- 
dent in  the  college  at  Belle  Plain,  Texas.  In 
1890  his  connection  with  the  banking  business 
was  begnm  in  the  capacity  of  bookkeeper  in  the 
First  Xational  Bank  of  Baird.  There  his  fidel- 
ity. close  application  and  ability  won  him  recog- 
nition and  he  was  advanced  until  he  became  as- 
sistant cashier.  When  the  Home  National  Bank 
was  organized  in  Bairri  in  IQOO  Mr.  Lane  was 
offered  a position  as  cashier  of  the  bank,  in 
which  capacit}  he  is  now  serving.  He  is  also 
one  of  its  stockholders  and  directors.  Fie  has 
a thorough  understanding  of  the  banking  busi- 
ness and  his  obliging  manner  and  courteous 
treatment  of  the  patrons  of  the  institution,  as 
well  as  his  executive  force  and  enterprise,  have 
contributed  in  no  small  degree  to  the  success 
of  the  institution. 

In  January,  1891.  Mr.  Lane  was  united  in  mar- 
riage to  Miss  .Susie  C.  Trent,  a daughter  of  John 
Trent,  one  of  the  earliest  .settlers  of  Callahan 
count\ . In  their  family  are  five  children,  three 
sons  and  two  daughters,  namely  : Fred,  Arthur. 
Bessie,  Corinne  and  Trent,  Mr.  Lane  has  been 
a consistent  member  of  the  Methodist  church, 
South  since  1888  and  is  abso  a Mason,  having 
taken  the  degrec-s  of  the  lodge  and  chapter.  In 
municipal  affairs  at  Baird  he  is  deeply  interested 
and  his  co-o])eration  has  been  a resultant  factor 
in  the  promotion  of  many  intere.sts  for  general 
progress.  He  has  been  treasurer  of  the  city  for 
the  past  eight  or  nine  years  and  well  merits  the 
trust  that  is  nnifonnly  accorded  him.  His  busi- 
ness pnsition.s  have  come  to  him  unsolicited,  his 
cuipkoers  recognizing  his  worth  and  ability. 

I le  is  regarded  as  one  of  the  most  deserving 
young  men  of  western  Texa.s.  Starting  out  in 
life  amid  humble  surroundings,  willing  to  per- 
form any  work  that  would  yield  him  an  honest 
living  and  showing  a strong  and  connnendable 
rlisposition  to  help  himself,  he  won  the  interest 


and  attention  of  others  and  gained  advancement 
and  promotion  from  time  to  time.  Ilis  leisure 
moments  have  been  largely  devoted  to  study 
and  investigation  and  he  has  kept  in  close  touch 
willr  the  progress  of  the  world  and  the  history 
of  business  development.  His  latent  powers 
have  been  called  forth  in  his  bnsine.ss  career  and 
he  ha.s  gained  an  enviable  position  in  financial 
circles. 

THOAI.AS  EDWARD  POWELL,  whose 
name  figures  prominenth  in  connection  with  the 
banking  interests  of  Callahan  county  and  west- 
ern Texas  and  w’hose  efforts  in  business  life 
have  been  of  material  benefit  to  his  fellow’  men 
as  well  as  a source  of  individual  profit,  now 
makes  his  home  in  Baird  and  is  president  of  the 
Home  X'ational  Bank.  He  is  also  proprietor  of 
a large  mercantile  enterprise,  dealing  in  cloth- 
ing, shoes  and  hats  and  also  general  dry  goods» 
and  this  store  has  become  one  of  the  leading 
commercial  centers  of  Callahan  county. 

,\  native  of  Kentucky,  Air.  Powell  was  born 
in  I^iuisville  on  the  15th  of  July,  1859,  his  par- 
ents Ix-ing  Thomas  and  Anna  (Gallager)  Powell, 
both  of  whom  were  of  Irish  descent.  The  father 
was  reared  by  well-to-do  parents  and  for  many' 
years  was  a dry  goods  merchant  in  Louisville, 
while  later  he  conducted  a similar  enterprise  at 
LaGrange,  Kentucky.  The  la.st  years  of  his  life 
were  passed  in  Baird,  Texas,  where  he  died  in 
jyoo.  His  widow  still  survives  him  and  is  now 
living  in  Baird.  They  reared  a family  of  eight 
children,  six  sons  and  two  daughters,  all  of 
whom  are  now  living  and  the  sons  occupy  prom- 
inent positions  in  business  life  in  their  respective 
localities. 

Thomas  E.  Powell  was  reared  in  Louisville, 
Kentucky,  where  he  attended  the  public  schools. 
-Vt  tlie  age  of  fifteen  yenrs  he  began  conducting 
a store  in  I^Grange,  Kentucky,  but  after  tw’O 
years  sold  out  to  his  father  and  turned  his  atten- 
tion to  railroading  in  the  bridge  and  building 
department  of  tlie  lu^ui.sville  & Nashville  Rail- 
road. He  followed  this  for  nine  years  and  be- 
came su[>erintendcnt  of  bridge  building  of  the 
fir.sL  division  out  of  New  Orleans  for  this  corn- 
[lany,  occupying  the  position  for  four  and  a half 
years.  Hi.s  health  then  failed,  causing  his  resig- 
nation and  he  removed  to  Texas.  About  this 
time,  in  18S5,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Amanda 
-A.  Gray,  of  Ix)ui.sville,  Kentucky. 

W ilh  his  bride  Air.  F’owell  removed  to  the 
Lone  Star  state,  locating  at  Baird,  Callahan 
county  , where  he  became  identified  with  mer- 
cantile interests  as  a dealer  in  clothing,  shoes 


HISTORY  OF  NORTH  AND  WEST  TEXAS. 


43 1 


and  hais  on  a .small  scale.  His  patronage, 
however,  constantl}'  increased  and  he  enlarged, 
his  stock  to  meet  the  growing  demands  of  his 
trade.  Later  he  extended  the  fields  of  his  oper- 
ations by  the  establishment  of  a dry  goods 
department  and  although  there  have  been  hard 
times  in  Texas  occasioned  by  the  droughts  of 
1886-7  Mr.  Powell  has  by  unremitting  dili- 
gence, careful  management  and  close  applica- 
tion built  up  a large  and  growing  business, 
to  which  he  has  constantlv  made  additions 
until  he  now  carries  a stock  valued  at  sixty, 
thousand  dollars.  It  is  by  far  the  largest  bus-' 
iness  hou.se  in  Baird  and  the  trade  is  the  most 
extensive  carried  on  between  Fort  Worth  and 
El  Paso,  the  .sales  of  1904  amounting  to  one 
hundred  and  forty-nine  thousand  dollars,  while 
his  minimum  sales  during  the  last  ten  years 
have  amounted  to  one  hundred  and  ten  thou- 
sand dollars.  In  the  meantime  Mr.  Powell,  in 
T900,  organized  the  Home  National  Bank  with 
a capital  stock  of  twent3'-five  thousand  dollars, 
which  carries  deposits  of  over  one  hundred 
and  eighty-seven  thousand  dollars.  Mr.  Pow- 
ell is  president  of  t}ie  bank  and  in  1904  he  also 
organized  the  Bank  of  Clyde  and  likewise  the 
Bank  of  Cross  Plains.  Of  both  of  these  he  is 
likewise  president  and  they  are  all  nourishing 
financial  institutions  doing  a prosperous  busi- 
ness. Each  bank  carries  a deposit  of  forty 
thousand  dollars.  In  1901  Mr.  Powell  became 
one  of  the  organizers  of  the  Texas  Cotton 
Compan}’’  capitalized  for  thirty  thousand  dol- 
lars with  headquarters  at  Abilene,  of  which  he 
was  chosen  president  and  in  1904  he  assisted 
in  the  organization  of  the  Abilene  Dry  Goods 
Company  at  Abilene,  Texas,  with  a capital 
stock  of  fifteen  thousand  dollars  and  of  this 
enterprise  he  is  likewise  president.  His  busi- 
ness interests  are  thus  extensive  and  are  of  a 
very  important  character.  Mr.  Powell  also 
owns  considerable  farming  land  in  Callahan 
county,  much  of  which  is  under  cultivation 
and  he  likewise  has  a small  mercantile  store 
at  Cross  Plains  which  is  doing  a good  busi- 
ness. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Powell  has 
been  blessed  with  eight  children,  two  sons 
and  six  daughters,  namely;  Ada  L.,  Robert 
Gray,  Jennie  Belle.  Jessie,  Leota,  Luzon.  Irma 
and  Carlton.  Mr.  Pow^ell  has  been  a Mason 
since  1881,  joining  the  order  in  Louisville  but 
taking  his  third  degree  in  Texas.  Since  that 
time  he  has  taken  the  various  degrees  of  the 
York  and  Scottish  rites,  becoming  a Knight 
Templar  and  Consistory  Mason.  He  belongs 


to  the  Royal  Arch  chapter  of  P.aird,  to  the 
commanderv  at  Abilene,  to  tlie  consistory  at 
Galveston  and  to  the  Mystic  Shrine  at  Dallas. 
Mr.  Powell  is  likewise  a member  of  tlie 
Knights  of  Pythias  fraternity  and  the  Wood- 
men of  the  W Orld  and  has  been  a member  of 
the  -Methodist  church  from  the  age  of  .six- 
teen years.  For  fourteen  years  he  has  been  a 
teacher  in  the  Sunday  school  and  also  Sunday 
school  superintendent ' and  during  that  entire 
time  has  never  been  absent  from  school  on 
Sunday  mornings  save  on  a few  occasions 
when  he  was  away  from  home  on  bu.siness. 
His  life  has  been  honorable,  his  actions  manly 
and  sincere  and  at  all  times  his  career  has  been 
actuated  by  high  and  noble  principles.  He  is 
a leading  figure  in  business  circles  of  we.stern 
Texas  and  gives  to  his  business  his  clo.se  and 
unremitting  attention,  regarding  no  detail  as 
too  unimportant  to  receive  hi.s  supervision, 
while  at  tlic  same  time  he  gives  due  attention 
to  the  more  important  concerns  of  his  exten- 
sive business  interests.  His  record  as  a mer- 
chant and  banker  is  such  as  any  man  might  be 
proud  to  possess  and  he  enjovs  the  uiKtualified 
regard  and  trust  of  his  contemporaries.  He 
has  worked  his  way  steadily  upward  from  a 
humble  position  to  one  of  affluence  and  is  now 
controlling  important  financial  and  mercantile 
concerns.  He  also  takes  great  pride  in  ad- 
vancing the  interests  of  liis  home  town  and  is 
liberal  in  his  donations  to  charitv'  and  the 
church.  He  is  likewise  an  active  supporter  of 
the  cause  of  temperance  in  all  of  its  forms  and 
hi.s  contributions  to  religious  work  and  co- 
operation therc-in  have  done  much  to  promote 
the  moral  advancement  of  the  community.  In 
social  life  he  is  genial  and  courteous  and  has 
won  the  esteem  and  confidence  of  his  patrons, 
his  friends  and  the  community  at  large. 

CAPTAIN  W.  C.  POWELL.  The  ances- 
tral history  of  Captain  W.  C.  Powell  of  Baird 
can  he  traced  back  to  Colonel  Leven  Powell, 
his  great-grandfather,  who  was  a soldier  in  tlie 
Revolutionary  war  and  served  on  the  staff  of 
General  George  Washington.  His  son,  Burr 
Powell,  settled  at  Middlcburg.  I-otidoun 
county,  \"irginia.  and  his  foTirth  son,  Francis 
Whiting  Powell,  was  tlie  father  of  Captain 
Powell  of  this  revievv . The  mother  of  our 
subject  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Harriet  Hard- 
ing and  was  a daugliter  of  Joliti  J.  and  Dorcas 
(Davis')  Harding,  the  latter  a daughter  of 
Richard  Davis  of  Montgomery  county,  -Mary- 
land. In  the  family  of  Francis  \\4iiting  Powell 
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were  llnrieen  diildrcn.  of  whom  six  sons  and 
three  dauelitors  reached  years  of  maturity. 

Wiliiatn  Culhhcri  I'ovvell,  the  fourth  son  in 
lii.s  father's  family,  was  bi.'ni  in  Middleburj^, 
\ irgini.a,  Ltecember  29,  1845.  4tid  was  reared 
in  ins  native  town,  attending  private  schools 
until  fifteen  years  of  age.  ,\t  that  time  liis 
father  Sent  him  to  Halifax  county,  where  hv- 
became  a student  in  Halifax  Academy,  remain- 
ing tliere  for  two  years.  The  Civil  war  being 
in  progress  at  that  time,  he  left  school  with 
the  iiiteiiliviii  of  entering  the  Confederate  ariiiv" 
.Slid  in  .\ugust,  just  after  the  battle  01 

Gcttyslvurg.  while  he  was  on  his  way  to  join 
the  ariiiy,  he  was  taken  prisoner  by  the  I'ed- 
eral  tr- -ofis.  the  capture  occurring  on  the  Ra]j- 
idan  river  in  (.  nlpejier  countyy  \ irginia.  He 
was  held  for  twenty-one  months  before  his 
release.  (Jn  the  exjiiration  of  that  period  lie 
was  exciianged  and  arrived  at  Richmond  on 
the  28th  of  Februaiy,  1865,  where  President 
Jefferson  Davis  recciv^ed  the  Confederate 
troops  and  declared  them  duly  exchanged,  the 
parole  being  for  ninety  days.  Mr.  T’ovvell  then 
joined  the  rirst  regiment  of  engineering  troojis 
i.)i  the  army  of  northern  \ irginia,  then  in 
the  trendu's  at  Petersburg,  On  the  2nd  of 
April  the  Confederates  retreated  from  Peters- 
burg and  surrendered  on  the  9th  of  that  month 
at  .\]i[Knnatto.x  Courthouse. 

t,  a])tain  Powell  arrived  at  his  home  in  Mid- 
dleburg^.  \ irginia.  in  IMay,  1865.  after  which  lie 
again  attended  a jirivate  school  for  one  year. 
He  next  entered  the  V'irginia  Military  Insti- 
inte  at  I^exington,  \’irginia,  entering  the  third 
clas.s  and  was  gratluatecl  with  the  third  honors 
of  his  clas.s  in  July,  1869.  Subsequently  he  en- 
gaged in  teacliing  school  for  two  years  in  the 
same  institution,  being  instrnctor  in  civil  en- 
gineering and  chemistry  as  a.ssisram  to  twn- 
eral  G.  \\' . C.  I,ee.  \\  hile  thus  engaged  he 
also  took  up  .special  courses  of  .study'  and  won 
the  degrees  of  B.  S.  and  M.  E.  in  1872.  Sub- 
.scqueiitly  he  taught  in  the  University  School 
at  Richmond,  \drginia.  for  a year  and  in  the 
fall  of  T872  came  to  Texas. 

Captain  Powell  here  acce[)tcd  a jiositioii  in 
connection  with  the  engineering  corjis  of  the 
Texa.s  A Pacilic  Railroad  and  continued  with 
that  corporation  during  the  construction  of  this 
line  and  the  snrv’ey  of  its  land  grants  until  the 
road  had  been  completed  to  F.l  Paso.  He  next 
went  10  \rkan.sas,  where  he  engaged  in  build - 
ing  a railroad  from  Knobel  to  Forest  City. 
On  r>.  turning'  to  Texas  he  built  the  road  from 
Greenville  to  McKinney  and  in  1877  he  came 


to  Callahan  county,  where  he  established  a 
sheep  ranch.  In  1879,  however,  he  resumed 
railroad  building  and  constructed  the  road 
from  laylor  to  Sealey.  In  1879,  however,  he 
became  ca.>hier  of  the  First  Xaiional  Rank  at 
liaird,  holding  that  position  until  August,  1904, 
a period  of  twenty-five  years.  On  account  of 
failing  health  he  was  then  compelled  to  .giv'e  up 
his  position  and  seek  outdoor  life  and  has  since 
devC'ted  his  energies  to  farming  and  stock 
raising.  He  owns  a tract  of  land  adjoining 
Paird,  comprising  one  thousand  acres,  of  which 
two  hundred  acres  is  under  cultiv^ation.  He 
also  lias  six  miles  nortliwcst  of  the  town  a 
ranch  of  twenty-six  hundred  acres,  of  which 
one  hundred  acres  is  under  cultivation,  wdtile 
the  remainder  is  devoted  to  stock  raising  pur- 
poses. He  likewise  owns  valuable  city  prop- 
erty' in  Baird. 

Captain  Powell  vvas  married  September  18, 
1884,  to  Miss  Saliie  Lane,  a daughter  of  J.  E. 
\\  . Lane,  who  was  a native  of  Virginia  and 
came  to  Texas  witli  her  {'arents  when  fourteen 
years  of  age.  B\'  this  marriage  eight  children, 
four  sons  and  four  daughters,  have  been  bom, 
as  follows:  Harriet  Fane,  William  C.,  Daisv’ 

I.eigh,  Francis  Whiting,  Louis  Hamilton,  John 
Burr,  Lillie  Brixike  and  (futhbert.  IVIr.  Penv- 
ell  has  been  a member  of  the  Episcopal  church 
fur  the  past  forty  y'ears  and  is  akso  identified 
witli  the  Knights  of  Pythias  fraternity,  havdng 
filled  all  of  the  cliaifs  of  the  local  lodge,  while 
at  one  time  he  was  a delegate  to  the  grand 
loilge. 

While  engaged  in  railroad  surveying  across 
the  plains  in  1874  Captain  Powell  had  a num- 
ber of  exciting  experiences  peculiar  to  border 
life.  At  one  time  vvliile  in  camp  a large  lierd 
of  Imffaloes  were  heard  coming  toward  tliem 
On  a stampede.  It  vvas  dark  and  there  was  no 
jiossihle  chance  to  e.scape.  as  the  herd  were  al- 
mi‘St  upon  them,  so  that  the  party'  took  their 
stand  close  to  the  ground  and  each  in  turn 
fired  his  rifle,  tlie  flash  of  wdiich  caused  the 
herd  to  sejvarate  for  the  time  being  and  thus 
])ass  around  the  jiarty  but  came  together  again 
after  they'  had  passed.  In  this  way  the  party' 
stood  their  ground  and  in  about  half  an  hour 
the  last  of  the  buffaloes  had  gone  by.  On  an- 
other occasion  their  supply  of  water  gave  out 
on  wliat  was  commonly  known  as  the  Great 
American  Desert.  Some  of  the  men  compos- 
ing- the  party  refused  to  go  any  further  and 
demanded  that  the  cajitain  giv'e  them  a part  of 
the  water  in  the  last  remaining  keg.  Captain 
Powell  thereupon  took  the  keg  from  the  wagon 
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and  sat  upon  it,  at  the  same  time  declaring  to 
the  men  that  if  they  wanted  to  go  back  they 
could  do  so  but  that  they  could  not  have  a 
drop  of  the  water.  He  was  .of  the  opinion 
that  they  were  not  far  from  the  Pecos  river, 
wdiere  water  was  sure  to  Ire  found  and  that  it 
was  no  further  to  that  point  than  the}-  rvould 
have  to  retrace  their  steps.  During  the  parley' 
that  ensued  it  was  finally  agreed  upon  that  a 
well  should  be  dug.  This  was  done  and  at  a 
depth  of  about  fifteen  feet  water  was  struck 
and  the  problem  was  thus  solved  for  the  meif 
and  their  horses.  This  was  about  fifteen  miles 
south  of  the  original  survey.  It  w'as  no  un- 
common experience  for  the  men  engaged  in 
this  work  to  find  the  burial  place  of  ill  fated 
emigrants  w'ho  perished  there  while  on  the 
trail  bound  for  the  gold  fields  of  California 
in  1849.  On  some  of  the  dead  bodies  there 
was  found  writing  to  the  effect  that  they'  had 
perished  from  thirst  in  what  they  supposed 
to  be  a vast  expanse  of  desert,  little  dreaming 
that  an  abundant  supply  of  water  could  have 
been  had  by  digging  for  it.  Few  men  have 
taken  a more  active  or  helpful  part  in  the  de- 
velopment of  the  great  west  than  has  Captain 
Powell  in  his  railroad  building  and  in  the  con- 
duct of  his  private  business  operations.  He 
is  nr,w  associated  closely'  with  the  great  farm- 
ing and  stock  raising  interests  of  Texas,  w'hich 
form  perhaps  the  leading  industry  of  the  state 
and  is  meeting  with  very'  gratify'ing  success  in 
his  imdertakings. 

THOMAS  \¥YXX,  a prominent  fruit  farmer 
of  Palo  Pinto,  Texas,  and  one  of  the  most  pro- 
gressive citizens  in  this  part  of  the  state,  w'as 
born  in  Schuylkill  county',  Pennsylvania,  No- 
vember 2.  1880,  his  parents  being  Jonathan 
and  Mary  (Wymn)  WWnn.  The  father  was 
born  in  Schuylkill  county'  and  in  early  life  lo- 
cated at  Pottsville.  Pennsylvania,  in  the  coal 
region.  Subsequently'  ho  removed  with  his 
family  to  Chester  county',  Pennsylvania,  his 
home  being  about  thirty'-five  miles  from  the  city 
of  Philadelphia.  In  1831  the  family'  emigrated 
to  Indiana,  settling  about  thirty'-five  miles 
north  of  Indianapolis,  and  their  next  place  of 
residence  was  in  Edgar  county,  Illinois,  Mr. 
Wymi  taking  up  a farm  alx)ut  thirty  miles  west  of 
Terre  Haute,  Indiana.  His  death  occurred  at 
Monticello,  Illinois.  Throughout  the  greater 
part  of  his  life  he  had  carried  on  agricultural 
pursuits  and  was  a successful  farmer.  His 
wife,  who  belonged  to  a different  branch  of  the 
Wy'nn  family,  died  in  Penn.sylvania,  prior  to 
the  removal  westward. 


When  the  family  went  to  Edgar  county,  Illi- 
nois. and  the  father  secured  land  tliere,  Thomas 
Wynn  of  this  review  took  part  of  the  farm, 
vyhich  he  conducted  in  capable  manner,  win- 
ning  pro.sperity  with  his  well  directed  efforts 
and  unremitting  diligence.  He  continued  a 
resident  of  Illinois  until  1877,  when  he  came 
to  Texas.  With  his  sons  he  made  a trip  of 
investigation  through  this  state,  traveling  from 
the  northern  portion  southward  almost  to  the 
Gulf.  They  made  the  journey'  in  a wagon  in 
search  of  a favorable  farming  location  that  would 
suit  their  purpose.  Mr.  Wy'nn  finally  decided 
upon  the  place  which  has  since  been  his  home, 
his  farm  being  located  three  miles  east  of  Palo 
Pinto,  in  Palo  Pinto  county'  at  the  foot  of  Wy'nn 
Mountain.  Here  he  began  making  extensic'e 
improvements  which  he  has  industriously  and 
systematically'  continued  from  year  to  year, 
his  labors  resulting  in  the  development  of  one 
of  the  finest  vineyards  and  fruit  farms  in  Texas. 
He  at  first  owned  over  one  thousand  acres  of 
land  and  not  w'ishiiig  to  engage  in  general 
farming  or  in  the  cattle  business  he  sold  off 
all  except  that  which  he  used  in  his  horticul- 
tural interests,  a place  of  three  hundred  acres. 
He  built  a beautiful  residence  of  two  stories 
and  basement,  but  this  house  was  destroyed  by 
fire.  With  characteristic  energy,  how'ever,  he 
replaced  it  hv  the  present  substantial  home, 
one  of  the  finest  country'  residences  in  all  Texas. 
It  is  equipped  with  every  modern  convenience, 
is  built  of  excellent  materials,  has  splendid  in- 
terior finishing,  and  is  elegantly  furnished.  The 
house  is  also  arranged  so  as  to  furnish  the 
maximum  amount  of  convenience  with  the 
minimum  amount  of  labor.  Upon  starting  this 
place  Mr.  Wynn  took  advantage  of  a fine  spring 
in  the  ravine  above  his  residence,  constructed 
an  extensive  sy'stem  of  piping,  not  only'  to  sup- 
ply' the  bath-room,  kitchen,  and  other  parts  of 
the  house,  but  also  for  irrigating  the  viney'ard 
and  orchard,  for  which  purpose  there  is  twelve 
hundred  feet  of  piping.  The  vineyard  is  very' 
extensive  and  most  attractive  in  appearance, 
and  together  vcith  the  orchard  is  in  the  highest 
state  of  cultivation  in  accordance  with  the  most 
modern  and  scientific  methods  of  cultivating 
grapes  and  other  fruits.  Mr.  Wynn  has  been 
assisted  in  the  management  and  improvement 
of  his  fine  fruit  ranch  by'  a competent  German 
horticulturist.  Mr.  F.  W.  Bestcr,  who  has  had 
long  years  of  experience.  He  has  one  hundred 
bearing  apple  trees,  also  pears  and  picaches 
and  an  orchard  of  Japanese  iiersimmons.  There 
are  also  twenty-two  different  varieties  of  plums 
on  his  place,  together  vvith  apricots,  strawher- 
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n'fs  aiui  l)l;u'lcl)i.Tne>.  J Iktc  is  a greenhouse 
tilleil  with  beautiful  flowers  and  it  would  be 
diflicult  ill  any  part  of  the  country  to  find  a 
more  attractive  or  desirable  country  home  than 
this. 

Mr.  \\  ynn  was  married  to  Miss  Li'da 
Mitchell,  a native  of  Ohio,  who  presides  with 
gracious  ho.spitality  cner  their  home.  They 
have  two  living  sons  and  four  daughters;  Isaac 
Newton,  who  is  cashier  of  the  bank  at  ^Mineral 
\\  ells,  Texas:  John,  who  is  living  on  the  old 
homestead  farm  in  Illinoi.s;  Mrs.  iMary  South- 
ers,  a resident  of  Kansas;  Mrs.  Rachel  Moyer, 
of  Weatherford,  Texas;  Mrs.  \"iola  Hudson, 
and  i\lrs.  Linnie  W atson,  deceased. 

Mr.  WAnn  is  probably  one  of  the  oldest  Ma- 
sons of  the  country,  for  he  was  made  a Master 
Mason  at  the  age  of  twenty-one  years,  or  in  1841. 
He  is  also  a Knight  Templar,  having  been  for- 
merly actively  connected  with  Palestine  Com- 
raandery  No.  27.  at  Paris,  Illinois.  Ilis  is  a notable 
career  for  many'  reasons,  not  the  least  of  which  is 
that  he  is  still  active  in  the  business  affairs  of 
life,  although  he  has  reached  the  eighty-fifth 
milestone  on  life’.s  journey.  Such  a career 
should  pul  to  shame  many  a man  of  younger 
y'ears  who  has  grown  weary  of  the  trials  and 
struggles  of  business  life  and  would  relegate 
to  others  the  duties  that  he  should  bear.  Mr. 
Wynn  has  also  been  very  successful,  ow  ing  en- 
tirely to  his  own  enterprise,  persistence  and 
business  sagacity.  lie  has  not  attained  suc- 
c.e.ss  at  the  .sacrifice  of  other  men's  fortunes, 
but  has  gained  his  wealth  through  honorable 
business  methods  and  commands  the  entire  re- 
spect and  confidence  of  the  business  com- 
munity. 

S.  L.  DRI.SKILI-,  a well  known  rcjiresenta- 
tivc  of  the  cattle  industry,  his  home  being  in 
Baird,  has  been  a resiiUmt  of  I'exas  since  1856. 
His  birth  occurred  in  Barry  County,  ^Missouri, 
November  i<(,  1851.  Ilis  father,  John  J.  Dris- 
kill.  was  also  a native  of  that  state,  horn  in 
r822.  The  family  is  c>f  Irish  lineage  and  Sam- 
uel Driskill,  the  grandfather,  emigrated  from 
Ireland  when  about  seventeen  years  oi  age, 
.'Ottlirig  in  .Alabama,  whence  he  afterward  re- 
moved to  IMissouri.  He  follow’ed  the  occupa- 
tion of  farming  in  the  latter  state  and  was 
there  niarriv'd.  the  lady  of  Iiis  choice  being 
Minerva  Peevey,  who  was  a native  cif 
North  t arolina.  They  resided  in  Mis.souri  for 
a utunber  of  years,  Mr.  Driskill  there  devoting 
hi-  energies  to  farming  until  1856.  when  he 
c.ame  with  his  family  to  Texas,  settling  in  San 
Marcos,  Ilav  s county  , where  he  was  identified 


with  agricultural  pursuits  until  1858.  He  then 
turned  his  attention  to  the  cattle  business, 
driving  a herd  of  cattle  from  San  Alarcos  by 
way  of  Missouri  to  Chicago.  He  wintered  the 
sttick  in  Missouri  and  then  sc»ld  it  in  the  Chi- 
cago market  the  frillowing  spring,  grazing  his 
herd  while  there  on  the  very'  site  of  the  stock 
yards  of  the  present  day'.  In  the  fall  of  1861 
he  returned  to  Texas  and  in  i8(>2  began  driv- 
ing cattle  for  the  Confederate  army  and  fur- 
nishing beef  for  the  troops,  taking  contracts 
from  the  Confederate  government  for  this  pur- 
po.se.  Following  the  war  he  engaged  in 
freighting  from  Port  Lavaca  and  Powder 
Horn  to  Austin  and  .San  Antonio,  following 
thi.>  for  three  or  four  years.  Subsequently'  he 
engaged  in  farming  until  1871  at  San  Alarcos 
and  in  the  latter  year  he  drove  his  first  herd  of 
cattle  to  Newton,  Kansas,  following  what  was 
then  known  as  the  rild  Chisum  trail.  Subse- 
eiuently  he  engaged  in  farming  and  stock  rais- 
ing until  1873  1876  removed  to  Brown 

county,  where  he  conducted  business  along  the 
same  line  until  his  death,  which  occurred  in 
1896.  In  his  family  were  ten  children.,  of 
whom  nine,  six  sons  and  three  daughters, 
reached  years  of  maturity',  while  one  son  died 
in  infancy. 

Samuel  Lafayette  Driskill,  whose  name  in- 
troduces this  review’,  was  about  five  y'cars  of 
age  when  he  came  to  Texas  with  his  parents 
and  w hen  a young  man  of  twenty'  years  he  be- 
gan driving  cattle  for  his  father,  spending  the 
winter  in  Kansas  in  charge  of  a herd  in  1871. 
He  returned  to  Texas  in  the  fall  of  1873  and 
drov'e  cattle  for  his  uncle.  J.  L.  Driskill.  to 
Kansas  in  the  spring  of  the  following  year, 
returning  to  this  state  in  the  .succeeding 
autnmn.  Again  he  took  a herd  to  Kansas 
fe>r  his  uncle  in  the  spring  of  1874,  returning 
when  fall  came  again  and  In  the  spring  of 
1873  he  drove  cattle  for  IMabry',  Millett.  Elli- 
son and  Devvees  througli  Kansas  to  North 
Dakota,  there  delivering  the  cattle  to  the  Sioux 
Indians.  In  the  fall  of  1875  he  returned  to 
’Fe.xas  and  later  drove  a herd  for  Alajor  Mabry 
to  the  Indi.an  Territory,  where  they  were  win- 
tered and  in  the  spring  of  1876  were  taken  to 
Kansas  and  sold.  Again  in  the  fall  c>f  that 
year  Mr.  Driskill  reached  Texas  and  he  drove 
caitle  again  to  the  territory'  in  the  sprin.g  of' 
1877.  In  the  fall  and  winter  of  that  year  he 
quartered  his  stock  at  Fort  Sill.  In  the  fall  of 
1877  he  entered  the  employ'  of  Mr,  Oburn,  for 
w horn  he  worked  for  a y'ear  in  we.stern  Kansas 
on  Smoky  river  and  returned  to  Texas  in  the 
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fall  of  j8/S.  a year  later  he  ag-aiii  went  to 
Kansas  and  drove  cattle  from  there  to  the 
Black  Hills  for  J.  L.  Driskill,  also  taking-  a 
bunch  of  his  own.  He  spent  six  years  in  the 
Black  Hills  country  and  returned  to  Texas 
in  1885  or  1886  to  Callahan  county. 

In  that  j’ear  he  turned  hi.s  attention  to  gen- 
eral merchandising,  which  he  conducted  at 
Baird  for  three  years,  when  he  sold  out  and 
again  engaged  in  the  cattle  busines.s,  which 
he  has  followed  up  to  the  present  time.  -Mr. 
Driskill  has  a ranch  in  Callahan  county 
thirty-six  hundred  acres,  of  which  one  hundred 
and  eight}'  acres  is  under  cultivation.  He  is  a 
breeder  of  high  grade  Herefords,  making  the.se 
a specialty  and  his  bu.siness  has  become  e.xten- 
sive  and  profitable,  so  that  he  is  now  recog- 
nized as  one  of  the  leading  cattle  men  of  this 
section  of  the  state. 

Mr.  Driskill  was  married  in  the  spring  of 
1880  to  Miss  Laura  Day,  a native  of  Texas 
and  a daughter  of  John  W.  Day,  an  early  set- 
tler of  this  state.  Mrs.  Driskill  passed  away 
in  1883  and  is  survived  by^  one  of  their  two 
children — Lula,  the  wife  of  C.  B.  Snyder  of 
Baird.  Mr.  Driskill  was  again  married  in  1884, 
his  second  union  being  with  iMiss  Betty  Day,  a 
sister  of  his  former  wife.  In  their  family  were 
six  children,  of  whom  five  arc  yet  living, 
namely:  Ford  Lafayette,  Homer  Day,  Ever- 
ette,  John  and  Jeannette.  Mr.  Driskill’s  life  if 
written  in  detail  would  present  an  excellent 
picture  of  pioneer  experiences  on  the  plains  as 
kno-wm  to  the  cattle  men  of  the  state.  He  has 
borne  many'  hardships  and  trials  in  connection 
with  the  business  to  -which  he  gave  his  atten- 
tion in  the  early'  years  of  his  residence  here 
but  he  has  lived  to  see  a wonderful  transfor- 
mation, not  only  in  the  appearance  of  the  state 
hut  in  business  conditions  and  in  those  depart- 
ments of  life  which  lead  to  intellectual 
and  moral  progress.  In  his  business  undertak- 
ings he  is  energetic,  determined  and  reliable 
and  stands  today  as  one  of  the  prosperous 
cattle  men  of  Callahan  countv. 

J.  B.  CLTTBIRTH,  long  a representative  of 
the  cattle  industry  of  Texas  and  a prominent 
citizen  of  Baird,  was  born  in  this  state.  His 
father,  Willis  Cutbirth,  was  a native  of  Giles 
county',  Tennessee,  and  on  the  and  of  December, 
1852.  he  removed  with  his  family  from  .Arkan- 
sas to  Texas,  locating  in  Denton  county'.  He 
was  a young  man  when  he  went  to  .Arkansas 
and  was  there  married  in  Washington  countv 
to  Miss  Mary'  Wagner,  who  was  born  in  that 


Slate  in  1824.  Islr.  Cutbirth  was  not  long  [)cr- 
initted  to  enjoy  his  new  liome  in  Texas,  for  he 
[)asscd  away  in  1853  when  about  thirt\'-five 
years  of  age.  In  his  family  were  si.x  children, 
three  sons  and  tliree  daughters.  His  widow 
afterward  married  Anga  VVmshington  McFar- 
land in  i8t>i  and  is  now  again  a \vidovv,  making 
her  home  in  her  old  age  with  her  son,  J.  li. 
Cutbirth. 

The  latter  was  Ijorn  at  Filot  Point  in  Denton 
county,  Texas,  on  the  171I1  of  i\lay,  1853,  and 
remained  at  lionie  until  nine  years  of  age,  when 
he  started  out  in  life  on  his  own  accenuit.  He 
began  at  the  very  bottom  rouml  of  the  ladder 
and  with  little  assistance  in  the  way  of  educa- 
tion. He  is  in  large  measure  a self-made  man, 
and  through  his  own  industry  . pluck  and  [>erse- 
verance  has  won  success  and  is  now  in  posses- 
sion of  a very  comfortable  property.  During 
the  first  two  year.s  and  a half  after  he  left  lioine 
lie  lived  with  Uncle  Johnny  Morgan,  and  later 
with  bis  older  brother,  .Samuel  Cutliirth,  for  a 
year.  He  then  began  to  work  for  himself,  going 
on  the  range  with  cattle  for  Elijah  Emer- 
son of  Grayson  county.  The  next  year  he  drove 
a herd  of  cattle  into  Kansas  for  the  firm  of  Cnt- 
birth  & Skinner,  and  for  the  Edlowing  three 
years  he  drove  cattle  on  the  trail  into  Kansas. 
He  then  located  on  the  old  Shegog  place  in 
Cooke  comity,  being  in  charge  of  the  Ben  Hard- 
wick cattle,  acting  in  that  capacity  for  about 
eighteen  months,  after  which  he  began  trading 
in  cattle  on  his  own  account.  In  1874  he  re- 
moved his  stock  from  Denton  to  Lampasas 
county,  and  in  1877  went  from  there  to  Callahan 
county . 

In  February,  of  the  same  y'car.  Mr.  Cutbirth 
was  married  to  IMiss  Alice  S.  Skinner,  a dauglitcr 
of  John  SkimiLT  of  Pilot  Point,  Denton  county , 
and  in  June  of  that  year  he  removed  his  family 
to  Clyde.  Callahan  county.  There  was  no  set- 
tlement there  at  the  time  except,  perhaps,  two 
or  three  houses,  and  the  faniily  used  the  wagon 
bed  for  a temporary  house  until  such  time  as 
lumber  could  be  hauled  from  Fort  Worth  t«)  lie 
used  in  the  construction  of  a dwelling.  This  wa.s 
the  beginning  of  Mr.  Cutbirth's  permanent  land 
possessions  in  Callahan  county.  He  has  given 
very  little  attention  to  fanning  in  a general  way, 
but  has  concentrated  his  energies  upon  general 
stock  raising,  buying,  selling  and  trading.  Mr. 
Cutbirth  owns  large  tracts  of  land  in  Callahan 
county,  ainonnting  to  about  ten  tbciusand  acres. 
He  is  also  one  of  the  heaviest  lax  pay  ers  in  the 
county  and  one  of  the  largest,  if  not  the  large.st. 
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catlk'  owner  in  the  coutn>.  He  has 
niailc  his  home  in  J’>aircl  since  1803. 

J lie  liome  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cutbirth  has  been 
blessed  with  eight  cliildren,  who  are  yet  living. 
Adflia,  who  was  born  July  31,  1878,  is  the  wife 
• if  ( leorge  B.  Scott,  county  clerk  of  Callrfhan 
county.  The  younger  members  of  the  family 
are:  Willie,  born  August  3,  1883;  Fred,  born 
May  13,  1886;  Alice,  born  October  4,  1891; 
l.ula.  iMarch  4,  1894;  Ruth,  Clctobcr  30,  1896; 
Naomi,  October  22.  1891V;  and  Bonnie,  .Jarm- 
ar\  22.  i(>oi.  There  were  four  other  children, 
but  all  died  in  early  life. 

3Ir.  Cutbirth  belongs  to  several  fraternal  or- 
ganizations, holding  membership  in  the  lodges 
at  Baird  of  the  Masonic  and  Knights  of  Pythias 
fraternities  and  also  the  W'oodmen  camp.  He  is 
interested  in  community  affairs  and  is  intensely 
loyal  and  public  spirited  in  his  devotion  to  the 
general  good.  He  is  serving  as  a member  of 
the  city  council  at  Baird  for  the  third  year,  and 
exercises  his  c>flicial  prerogatives  in  support  of 
every  movement  which  he  deems  will  prove  of 
general  good.  His  business  interests  have  been 
carefully  directed  and  his  keen  sagacity  and  un- 
faltering industry  have  formed  the  foundation 
upon  \shich  he  has  builded  the  superstructure  of 
hi.'  success. 

J.  S.  IMcCALL,  who  at  one  time  was  closely 
identified  with  mercantile  interests,  but  for  the 
past  ten  years  has  given  undivided  attention  to 
the  cattle  industry,  makes  his  home  in  Colorado, 
Texas.  He  was  born  in  Mount  Vernon,  Rock 
Castle  county,  Kentucky,  and  is  a son  of  J.  L.  L. 
McCall,  who  is  represented  elsewhere  in  this 
work.  He  was  eighteen  months  old  when 
brought  by  his  ]>arents  to  Texas,  and  his  early 
boAhood  days  were  s]>ent  in  \Vaco.  while  his 
preliminary  education  was  .supjilenientcd  by 
stuily  in  Baylor  University.  .\t  the  age  of  six- 
teen 3'ear.s  he  entered  the  emjihiv  of  R.  M.  Re- 
veire.  a druggist  of  W'aco,  with  whom  he  re- 
mained for  about  two  years,  when  he  became  an 
cmplot  e of  the  old  firm  of  Kellum  & Rotan,  pre- 
decessors of  the  Rotan  Grocery  Company  of 
M'aoi.  He  contiimcd  with  that  house  for  twelve 
years  and  in  1883  came  to  Colorado,  Mitchell 
count'.  , where  he  opened  a wholesale  and  retail 
grocery  house  under  tlie  firm  style  of  McCall 
Brothers  & Rotan,  continuing  in  the  business  for 
fiv(  years,  after  which  he  purcha.sed  the  interest 
of  In's  [i.'irtners  and  was  then  alone  in  the  con- 
duct of  the  enter])rise  for  nine  years.  Tn  this 
hu.^im.ss  he  wa.s  quite  successful.  The  country 
w.'i'  cnioying  an  era  of  growth  and  ])ro,sperit\'. 
'J'lic  cattle  AAcre  found  upoti  a thousand  liilis. 


A allies  were  high  and  money  plentiful.  EA’ery 
branch  of  business  was  proAong  profitable,  and 
there  were  few  failures.  Mr.  McCall’s  trade  ex- 
tended for  a hundred  and  fifty  miles  to  the  west 
and  south.  Groceries  brought  about  the  same 
price  that  thcA-  do  to-day,  but  the  profits  were 
much  greater.  Mr.  McCall  also  did  quite  a large 
jobbing  trade,  for  stock  men  bought  from  him 
in  large  qnantitie.s.  This  Avas  in  the  da}'  of  the 
open  range,  before  the  farmer  was  cultivating 
the  soil  and  the  entire  country  Avas  devoted  to 
stock  raising.  After  closing  out  his  grocery 
business,  Jvir,  McCall  gradually  Avorked  in  the 
cattle  business  and  has  been  connected  with  the 
stock  interests  of  the  state  for  the  past  fifteen 
years,  while  for  ten  years  he  has  given  his  at- 
tention exclusively  to  this  industry,  operating 
and  dealing  in  cattle  on  quite  an  extensi\'e  scale. 
He  lias  been  a director  and  stockholder  in  the 
First  National  Bank  and  the  Colorado  National 
Ifank  for  the  past  fifteen  years,  and  for  a short 
period  was  cashier  of  the  latter. 

Mr.  McCall  was  married  October  i,  1874,  to 
Miss  Marv  Smith,  of  Waco,  Texas,  arid  they 
nOAV  ha\’e  a daughter  and  son : Katie  S.,  wrio  is 
the  wife  of  Dr.  R.  G.  Daienport.  of  Trinidad, 
Colorado,  and  J,  C.  McCall,  who  is  associated 
with  his  father  in  the  cattle  business.  They  also 
lost  one  daughter.  Pet,  who  died  April  6,  1899, 
at  the  age  of  eleven  years.  IVIr.  McCall  has  been 
a member  of  the  Presbyterian  church  since  about 
twentv-two  years  of  age.  He  is  one  of  the  early 
settlers  of  the  Avest  and  has  been  closely  iden- 
tified Avith  tlie  historA'  of  this  portion  of  the  state 
throughout  hi.s  entire  life.  During  his  residence 
in  Colorado  he  has  been  recognized  as  one  of 
the  most  active,  intluential  and  prominent  busi- 
ness men  of  the  tOAvn  and  a.s  a successful  finan- 
cier, He  stands  as  a tAqjical  represenbitive  of 
the  spirit  of  progression,  whether  in  business  or 
public  life,  and  has  alwaA's  identified  himself  with 
the  enterprises  that  have  for  their  object  the 
public  good.  He  is  an  earnest  active  w’orker  and 
his  enterprise,  coupled  with  his  good  judgment 
and  ability,  has  led  him  into  those  lines  of  opera- 
tion that  are  almost  sure  to  bring  .success. 

A.  C.  WIEIUETIT,  Avho  has  been  honored 
Avith  A'ai'ious  public  offices  indicative  of  tlie  trust 
and  confidence  reposed  in  him  by  his  fellow 
citizens,  and  avIio  i.s  regarded  as  a vvorthv  ex- 
])Oneiit  of  the  law,  successfully  engaged  in  prac- 
tice in  the  courts  of  Texas,  now  resides  at  Sny- 
der, Scurry  county.  He  is  descended  from 
Scotch-lririi  ancesti'A.  Tradition  says  that  at  an 
early  jieriod  in  the  colonization  of  the  new 
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world  a young  man  of  the  name  of  Wilmeth 
came  to  this  country  after  securing  a prepaid 
steerage  passage,  but  on  his  arrival  in  America 
he  was  sold  b}-  the  ship  captain  to  labor  for  a 
term  of  years  to  pay  the  passage  again.  As  far 
as  is  authentically  known  the  progenitor  of  the 
name  in  this  country  is  William  AVhlmeth,  wlio 
emigrated  with  his  family  from  North  Carolina 
to  Kentucky.  His  wife  was  in  her  maidenhood 
Miss  Mary  Crawford,  and  they  reared  a family 
of  thirteen  sons.  whc>  separated  after  reaching 
manhood,  five  of  them  coming  to  the  south, 
while  the  others  went  north.  Their  descendants 
are  numerous  and  are  to  be  found  in  various 
parts  of  the  country'.  They  are  in  Kansas,  Wis- 
consin, Iowa  and  California,  and  the  southern 
branch  has  sent  its  representatives  to  various 
parts  of  Texas,  Oklahoma,  Arkansas,  Missouri 
and  western  Tennessee. 

One  of  the  sons  of  William  Wilmoth  was 
Joseph  Brice  Wilmeth,  who  was  born  in  North 
Carolina,  .September  ii,  1807.  On  leaving  the 
place  of  his  nativity  lie  went  .southward  and  be- 
came a resident  of  McNairy  comity,  Tennessee, 
where,  on  the  26th  of  December,  1826,  he  was 
married  to  Miss  Nancy  Fergu.son,  a daughter  of 
James  and  Martha  fHogge  ) Ferguson.  Her 
place  of  birth  was  on  “Caney  fork  of  the  Cumber- 
land,” near  Sparta,  Tennessee,  to  which  wild 
region  with  its  wooded  hills  and  gushing  streams 
her  father  had  been  attracted  by  its  abundance 
of  w'ild  game,  making  his  way  thither  soon  after 
his  discharge  from  the  Rev'olntionary  army,  in 
which  he  had  served  from  his  sixteenth  year. 
This  service,  however,  developed  the  rather  un- 
usual occurrence  of  father  and  son  being  op- 
posed to  each  other  in  war,  for  his  father  was 
the  Colonel  Ferguson  who  fell  while  command- 
ing the  British  forces  in  the  memorable  battle 
of  Kings  mountain  in  North  Carolina.  October 
7,  1870. 

In  the  autumn  of  1831,  J.  B.  Wilmeth  and 
his  father-in-law,  James  Ferguson,  headed  a 
movement  of  alnnit  ten  families,  all  related  by 
blood  or  marriage,  and  crossed  the  Mississippi 
river  at  Memphis,  Tennessee,  locating  in  Law- 
rence county,  Arkansas.  For  about  a decade 
and  a half  no  one  was  more  actively  engaged  in 
the  various  enterprises  of  that  region  than  Mr. 
Wilmeth.  He  rafted  timber  to  New  Orleans, 
became  village  black.smith,  sen-ed  as  a United 
States  soldier  in  escorting  the  Oioctaws  and 
Chickasavvs  from  the  Mississippi  to  the  Indian 
Territory,  also  engaged  in  farming,  raising  live 
stock  and  distilling  whiskey,  served  as  clerk  of 
the  courts  and  preached  the  gospel.  While 
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there  he  experienced  a new  awakening  in  relig- 
ioirs  matters  and  did  his  preaching  ‘‘without 
money  and  without  price,”  also  witliout  serious 
interference  to  his  husines.-,  interests,  for  he  made 
his  own  house  a chapel  for  Oiristian  preacliing 
and  worship,  and  to  it  his  neighlx^rs  were  often 
invited  on  the  Kurd's  ilav  to  join  witli  him  in  wor- 
.shi]).  In  1845  J.  B.  Wilmeth,  having  learned — 
mainly  from  an  advertising  pamplilct  uf  a colony 
agmiit — (.>f  the  fertilit} ' and  other  attractions  of 
the  broad  prairies  in  the  region  ‘‘the  tlirec  forks 
of  Trinity.”  and  also  of  the  grant  of  title  free 
to  one  mile  square  of  land  to  every  man  who 
was  head  of  a family  located  in  the  colony,  he 
determined  to  ixtssess  himself  of  a Texas  home. 
He  accordingly  resigned  his  position  as  clerk 
of  the  1 awrence  county  courts,  which  position 
he  had  held  for  eight  consecutive  years,  and 
began  preparations  for  a removal  to  Texas,  and 
in  llie  latter  part  of  October  of  that  year  started 
on  his  way.  They  ferried  across  Red  river  at 
LancT  Port  to  Clarksville,  tvhicli  was  the  first 
Texas  town  that  they'  reached,  and  wliich  prob- 
ably contained  thirty-eight  or  forty  houses  at 
that  time.  They  stopped  at  Skidmore's  !Mill,  a 
few  miles  west  of  Clarksville  to  rest  a day  or  two 
and  await  the  grinding  of  an  additional  supply  of 
meal.  Pinhock.  or  Paris,  as  it  was  afterward 
called,  had  nothing  in  sight  save  a dozen  or  more 
cabins.  At  that  point  all  signs  of  civilization 
were  left  behind.  A dim  wagon  route  called 
the  “military  trail”  stretched  across  tlie  prairie 
to  the  southwest.  East  fork  wvis  crossed  by' 
bridging  the  stream,  the  work  1>eing  accom- 
plished On  Christmas  day.  The  following  day 
brought  the  company  to  Dallas,  Texas,  which 
then  consisted  of  about  a half  tlozen  cabins, 
and  there  they  spent  most  of  a week  in  cantp, 
about  two  hundred  yards  south  where  the 
courthouse  now  stands.  On  the  ist  of  January, 
1846,  tlie  party'  went  into  caai[)  on  the  south 
hank  of  West  fork  near  the  present  site  of  Grand 
Prairie.  Thus  occurred  tlie  arrival  of  one  of  the 
early'  settlers  of  the  state,  and  did  s]iace  permit 
many  incidents  of  life  in  a new  country  could  be 
recounted.  The  settler  liad  ample  op]iortunit\' 
to  indulge  in  hunting  on  account  of  the  abun- 
dance of  wild  game.  The  pioneer  e.xperiences 
also  included  dealing.^  v\  itli  tlie  Indians,  who  were 
at  times  friendly  and  then  again  assumed  a ven- 
dangerous  attitude  in  [lusscssion  of  the  inroads 
nia<le  liy  the  whites  into  their  then  undisputed 
possessitnis.  Tlie  cliililren  of  tlie  ^^'ilmeth  fam- 
ily became  worthy  and  valued  citizens  of  Texas, 
and  many  of  them  have  occupied  important  posi- 
tions of  honor  and  trust  in  the  alTairs  of  the 
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state.  ,4011)1  Ilf  tliciu  ga\f  up  ihcir  lives  for  the 
.Miuthtrn  Cotifcdcracv  iluring  the  Civil  war, 
fighting  hravclv  for  the  cause  which  they  es- 
poused. 

James  Brice  Wilmeth  and  his  vvife  made  their 
home  in  Collin  county,  Texa.s.  where,  after  sixty- 
six  years  of  married  life,  they  passed  away,  both 
dving  in  January,  iSpj,  so  nearly  together — 
she  on  the  14th  and  he  on  the  15th — that  they 
were  laid  to  rest  side  by  side  in  the  same  tomb. 
They  had  reared  a family'  of  twelve  children,  and 
ivith  the  exception  of  two,  James  B>.  and  ^^’il- 
liarn  C.,  who  lost  their  lives  in  the  war.  were 
married,  and  reared  families  of  their  own.  These 
children  were:  IMansel  W.,  ^lartha  M..  Kettira 
-\1.,  James  R.,  Joseph  11.,  W illiam  C.,  Hiram  F., 
Nancy  .\nn.  John  h'.,  .\ndrevv  J..  .\manda.  C. 
-M.  and  Hetty.  The  la.'-t  three  were  born  in 
Texas  and  one  died  in  infancv, 

Jame.s  R.  \\'ilmeth.  father  of  C.  Wilnietli, 
was  horn  in  I.awrence  county,  Arkansas,  in 
1835,  and  came  to  Texas  in  1845.  first  settling 
at  Eagle  Ford,  Dallas  county.  He  afterward  re- 
moved to  a place  two  miles  north  of  McKinney, 
Collin  county,  and  while  residing  there  some 
time  in  the  fifties  he  went  to  Bethany,  W'est  \'ir- 
ginia,  where  he  continued  his  education  by  at- 
tendance at  Bethany  College,  a school  of  the 
Christian  denomination  then  presided  over  by 
.\le.xander  Campbell.  He  was  graduated  from 
that  in.-,titution  in  1858.  Returning  to  Texas  he 
was  married  the  same  year  to  Miss  Maria 
Florence  Lowrey.  and  unto  that  union  five  chil- 
dren were  born;  Charles  T.,  who  is  living  in 
Alvarado.  Johnson  county,  Texas:  C.,  of 

.Snyder;  Nellie,  the  wife  of  W.  T.  Malone,  of 
Odessa,  Texas;  Clara,  the  widow  of  A.  M.  i\Iil- 
iar.  and  a resident  of  P>allinger.  Texas:  and 
Jo  B..  who  is  also  living  in  Ballinger.  Mr.  Wil- 
rneth’s  wife  died  in  1867,  and  altont  tltat  time  he 
was  called  to  a professt.irship  of  the  Kemucky 
University.  whire  he  spent  three  years.  During 
the  summer  months  be  engaged  in  preaching  the 
gospel  and  made  extensive  trips  throughout  the 
northern  states  and  in  Canada.  In  1870  he  went 
to  Mexico,  preaching  and  teaching,  going  as 
far  as  the  cit\  of  Mexico,  and  his  labors  were 
thus  devoted  to  intellectual  and  moral  progress 
until  1875.  He  then  returned  to  Collin  county, 
'I'cxas,  where  he  founded  the  first  Christian  pa- 
])cr  published  in  the  state.  This  was  afterward 
uierged  into  the  Texas  Cliristiait..  imw  known 
as  the  I'hr  Texas  Christian  Conner. 

Jami's  R.  M'ilmetli  was  again  married  in  1876, 
his  second  union  being  with  Itliss  Clara  Schultz, 
and  tmto  them  were  born  four  children,  wlio  are 
\et  liviiig,  Clementine,  James,  Edna  and  Grace. 


The  elder  daughter  is  the  wife  of  OH  Dvvye.r,  of 
Brownwood,  Texas.  The  father  remained  in 
Collin  county  until  i88j,  and  then  removed  to 
Hood  county,  wdiere  he  accepted  the  professor- 
ship of  Fhiglish  and  Latin  at  Add  Ran  University, 
acting  in  that  capacity  for  three  years.  He  then 
resigned  and  became  pre.sideiU  of  the  Nazareth 
Lniversity  in  Howard  county,  .\rkansas.  but 
after  a year  again  resigned  and  returned  to  his 
ranch  in  ilills  county,  Texas,  where  he  is  now 
living. 

-Alexander  Campbell  Wilmeth  was  born  y\pril 
7.  1861.  in  Collin  county,  Texas,  obtained  a com- 
mon school  education  in  his  youth,  and  worked 
upon  the  home  farm  until  twenty-one  years  of 
age.  liaving  decided  upon  the  law  as  a profes- 
sion, he  entered  the  office  of  Jenkins  & F'earson, 
of  McKinney,  Texas,  and  was  admitted  to  tlie 
bar  Alarch  27,  1884.  Three  days  afterw'ard  Mr. 
Wilmeth  was  elected  city  attorney  of  McKinney, 
which  office  he  held  until  August  of.  that  year, 
when  he  re-sigiied  and  came  to  Snyder,  Scurry’ 
county,  where  he  has  since  resided.  He  was 
apf)ointed  state  surveyor  in  October.  1886.  serv- 
ing for  three  years,  and  for  two  years  he  was 
attorney’  for  the  Thirty-ninth  district,  being  ap- 
pointed in  March,  1897.  In  1904  Mr.  Wilmeth 
was  elected  to  the  twenty-eighth  general  assem- 
bly of  Texas,  of  which  body  he  is  now  a mem- 
ber. and  he  is  regarded  as  one  of  the  most  prom- 
inent representatives  of  political  interests,  his 
course  being  characterized  by  a public-spirited 
devotion  to  the  general  good.  In  his  chosen 
profession  he  is  a successful  exponent  of  the 
law  , his  practice  being  confined  principally’  to 
both  civil  and  criminal. 

On  the  i.st  of  August,  1887,  Mr.  Wilmeth  was 
married  to  Miss  Mary  Camp,  of  Snyder,  and 
they’  have  three  children.  Lex,  Mary  and  WMllie. 
Mr.  AVilmeth  has  been  a memner  of  the  Chris- 
tian church  since  1883.  joined  the  Wood- 
men of  the  World  in  1897,  and  is  a charter 
member  of  Valentine  lodge  No.  544,  of  Snyder, 
Texa,s.  Not  alone  because  of  his  capability  in 
his  profession,  but  also  because  of  the  active 
part  w'hich  he  has  taken  in  public  life  is  he  re- 
garded as  a representative  citizen  of  this  state, 
having  in  recent  y’ear.s  done  much  to  mold  pub- 
lic thought  and  action. 

CHARLES  S.  HLTMPHRIES,  county  tax  as- 
sessor of  Baylor  county,  has  been  a resident 
of  Sey’mour  and  vicinity  for  over  twenty  years, 
and  is  one  of  the  representative  and  public 
spirited  citizens  of  this  portion  of  the  Lone 
Star  state.  He  has  led  a very  active  career 
from  an  early  age,  and  has  seen  many’  phases 
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of  life,  as  soldier,  busiries.s  man,  farmer,  and 
public  official. 

He  was  born  in  Sussex  county,  Virginia, 
July  6,  1846,  a son  of  G.  W.  and  Harriet  (Jones) 
Humphries.  His  father  was  well  known  both  as 
an  educator  and  as  a minister  in  the  south. 
He  was  born  in  Georgia,  was  educated 
in  Virginia,  and  .soon  after  completing  his 
college  career  married  in  that  state.  Ife 
became  professor  of  chemi.strj'  in  Randolph- 
Macon  College  in  Virginia,  and  held  that  chair 
for  some  years,  until  his  entrance  into  the  mim 
istry  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church  South. 
He  occupied  pulpits  at  different  places  in  Ala- 
bama, and  died  in  that  state  shortly  before  the 
war.  His  wife  was  a native  of  Virginia,  and 
during  her  widow'hood  moved  to  Texas  and 
died  at  Seymour. 

Mr.  Humphries  got  an  early  start  in  his  edu- 
cational work,  and  during  his  early  boyhood 
was  a student  at  the  Georgia  Military  Institute 
at  Lexington.  In  i860  he  attended  the  Wes- 
leyan University  at  Florence,  Alabama,  where 
his  mother  was  making  her  home  at  the  time. 
Most  of  his  youth  was  passed  in  the  state  of 
Alabama.  He  was  one  of  the  boy  soldiers  of 
the  Confederacy,  and  was  only  fifteen  years  old 
when  lie  enlisted  at  Florence  in  the  latter  part 
of  1861.  The  regiment,  however,  was  not 
organized  and  he  did  not  get  into  service  until 
the  spring  of  1863.  He  was  a member  of  Com- 
pany B.  Thirt3^-fifth  Alabama  Regiment,  and 
his  serv'ice  at  first  was  largely  in  Mississippi. 
He  was  with  Johnston’s  ami\'  when  it  tried  to 
relieve  Vicksburg;  was  in  the  battle  of  Baton 
Rouge  and  in  the  defense  of  Port  Hudson 
against  the  federal  gunboats ; was  next  in  the 
campaign  toward  Atlanta,  in  the  fighting  at 
Jonesboro,  Peach  Tree  Creek  and  Resaca;  af- 
ter the  fall  of  .Atlanta  vv^as  with  Hood’s  army 
when  it  fell  back  to  Tennessee,  and  took 
part  in  the  battles  of  Franklin  and  Nashville ; 
thence  was  sent  into  X’orth  Carolina,  aiul  his 
regiment  was  with  those  that  surrendered  at 
Greensboro,  that  state. 

After  the  war  he  returned  to  his  mother’s 
home  in  Lauderdale  county,  Alabama,  and  a 
short  time  thereafter  was  married  to  Mi.ss  Pat- 
tie  J.  Vincent,  which  happy  union  has  remaineil 
true  and  faithful  for  nearly  forty  years.  Mr. 
Humphries  came  to  Texas  in  1868,  locating  first 
in  Palo  Pinto  county  in  the  western  part  of  the 
state,  w'here  he  engaged  in  the  cattle  business. 
In  1873  he  acquired  a farm  on  the  old  Indian 
reservation  in  Young  county.  He  was  one  of 
the  first  settlers  of  that  region,  before  the  pres- 
ent county  seat  of  Graham  had  been  started. 


He  lived  there  for  alxmt  ten  years,  and  in  1882 
came  to  Seymour.  Baylor  county,  which  has 
since  been  his  home  and  center  of  bu.siness  ac- 
tivity. imr  nine  yeans  he  was  engaged  in  the 
mercantile  business  here,  and  then  for  some 
time  he  resided  with  his  son  on  a farm  in  this 
county.  He  is  a stanch  Democrat,  very  popu- 
lar throughout  the  countj\  and  in  1902  he  was 
the  choice  of  the  people  for  the  office  of  county 
tax  asses.sor,  which  office  he  has  filled  to  the 
eminent  satisfaction  of  all.  He  is  regarded  as 
one  of  the  old-timers  of  this  section  of  the  state, 
is  a man  of  good  education  and  brc>ad  mind  and 
in  every waj'  a .sulistantial  citizen.  He  affiliates 
with  the  Masonic  and  Odd  Fellow  orders.  He 
and  his  wife  have  one  son,  Paul  Ilumpliries,  a 
resident  of  Bajdor  county. 

HENRY  C.  McGAUGIIY,  a pioneer  settler 
of  iUontague  county,  who  i.s  meeting  evith 
prosperity  in  his  well  conducted  farming  inter- 
ests in  the  Red  River  valley,  was  born  in  Lee 
county,  Mississippi,  on  the  iith  of  June,  1848. 
He  war  reared  to  farm  life  with  the  advan- 
tages afforded  by  the  common  schools.  His 
parents  were  William  L.  and  Mary  (Harris) 
McGaiighy,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of 
Tennessee,  in  wdiich  state  they  were  married. 
Soon  afterw’ard,  however,  they  removed  to 
Mississippi.  The  paternal  grandfather  was  G. 
W.  Mc(iaugh\%  of  Gec-Wgia,  who  eventually 
became  a well  known  and  leading  planter  of 
.Mississippi,  where  he  ow  ned  a large  number  of 
slaves  and  conducted  e.xtensive  agricultural  in- 
terests. He  prospered  in  his  undertakings, 
lived  an  honorable  upright  life  and  was  a de- 
voted and  loyal  member  of  the  Prcsbcicrian 
church.  His  residence  in  Mississippi  con- 
tinued up  to  the  time  of  his  demise.  In  his 
family  were  the  following  named : William 
L. ; Carroll  and  Lee,  who  came  to  Texas; 
Jack,  who  is  living  in  the  Indian  Territory; 
Benton,  also  of  Te.xas;  and  Sally,  the  wife  of 
John  Nicholson. 

William  L.  McGaughy,  father  of  our  subject, 
took  up  his  abode  in  Mississippi  soon  after  his 
marriage,  there  purchased  land  and  engaged 
in  farming,  becoming  a prominent  planter  and 
slave  Owner  of  his  locality.  For  many  years 
he  succcssfulh'  conducted  his  business  inter- 
ests there  and  he  remained  upon  the  old  home- 
stead in  Mississippi  during  the  period  of  the 
Civil  war  and  until  after  the  re-construction. 
His  farm  lay  in  the  path  of  the  contending 
armies,  who  foraged  on  his  place  and  largeh' 
reduce*!  the  value  of  his  estate.  His  slaves 
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vscrc  freed,  lii.s  property  devastated  and,  desir- 
ing tiieu  to  abandon  farming,  Air.  AIcGangliy 
in  iSdo  iurncd  over  the  plantation  to  two  of  his 
-I ms  and  with  tlte  remainder  of  his  family 
came  to  Texas,  settling  first  in  Grayson  coun- 
ty, where  he  remained  for  a year.  lie  then  re- 
moved to  Dallas  county,  where  he  spent  twe 
years,  and  in  1872  he  came  to  Alontaguc  coun 
ty,  locating  in  tlie  Red  River  valley,  where  liis 
son,  Henry  C.,  inwv  resides.  He  had  made  a 
pro.'^pectiiig  tour  in  the  sjiring  of  the  .same 
year  and  had  purchased  five  hundreil  acres  of 
valley  land,  whereon  he  finally  took  up  his 
abode,  giving  hi.'  attention  to  ii.s  iievclo))inent 
and  improvement.  Ili.s  reniaining  days  were 
dev'oted  to  agricultural  interests  here  and  he 
remained  upon  the  homestead  farm  until  his 
life's  labors  were  ended  in  death  in  iSyg, 
w hen  he  wa.s  seventy  years  of  age.  He  was  a 
consi.stent  and  worthy  member  of  the  t'uinber- 
laiid  i’resbyterian  church.  Politically  he  was 
a \\  big  in  ante-belhmi  day.s,  but  at  the  time  of 
the  ( n il  war  he  became  a stanch  Democrat, 
favc.red  secession  and  remained  an  advocate  of 
the  party  throughout  his  remaining  days.  He 
was  loo  old  for  active  service  in  the  army  but 
he  furnished  eight  sons  to  the  Confederacy.  In 
his  business  interests  he  manifested  an  intelli- 
gem  iinclcr.stanUing  of  all  that  he  iindcrtoi.ik, 
ck  r.se  ,'itiplicalion  and  untiring  purpose,  and  his 
pen.'-jicrity  resulteil  from  honorable  and  active 
effort.  His  wife  surt  ived  him  and  died  Feb- 
ruary CO.  1874.  at  the  age  of  sixty-nine  years. 
She  v a daughter  of  George  Harris,  a lead- 
ing p]  inter  of  AFssissippi,  who  died  in  that 
.'tate  ai  a ripe  old  age.  There  were  three  chil- 
dren in  hi.s  faniil}' ; George  and  Glenn,  who 
served  m the  Confederate  ainiy:  and  AIr.=. 
Alaiw  AIcGaughy. 

Unto  ?'!r,  and  Airs.  William  L.  AIcGaughy 
were  Ikmii  ten  children;  ATarion  I’.,  wlio  was 
killed  in  the  Civil  war  and  left  ;i  wife  and 
three  chiklreu  ; ti.  W.  1).,  wlio  w'a.s  al.so  in  the 
aril;}-  and  is  now  living  in  Collinsville,  Texas; 
Nehemlah  R.,  wdio  was  an  army  surgeon  and 
riied  in  ihe  service  in  the  Civdl  war;  James  F., 
who  w a.s  al.so  in  the  army  and  is  now  a farmer 
nj  Dallas  comity,  Texas:  W.  H..  who  was  a 
.soldier  and  died  at  his  home  in  Mi.ssissippi ; 
John,  who  also  wore  tlic  .grey  uniform  and  is 
now  livirig  in  Alissis.sippi ; Benjamin,  who  cs- 
[loused  ilic  cause  of  the  Confcde''ac\'  and  died 
in  the  service:  Henry  C.,  of  this  review,  who 
was  connected  with  the  state  militia;  Sally, 
hecaine  tlie  wife  of  J.  AI.  Buchanan  and  died  in 
,\Iis.si.s.?ippi,  leaving  four  children;  and  Alary 


J.,  who  became  the  wife  of  Air.  Walton,  who 
died  in  the  army,  leaving  two  children.  Later 
she  married  Air.  Van  Arsdale  and  had  three 
children.  Air.  and  Airs.  William  L.  AIcGaughy 
were  memlccrs  of  the  Cumberland  Presbyterian 
church  and  were  people  of  the  highest  respec- 
tability', enjoying  the  friendship  and  regard  of 
all  with  whom  they  came  in  contact. 

Hen^'  C.  AIcGaughy'  was  reared  in  Mis- 
sissippi and  remained  upon  the  old  home  plan- 
tation until  after  the  war.  He  came  to  Texas 
with  his  fatl'.er  and  the  family'  in  1869,  and  ac- 
companied his  parents  on  their  removal  from 
Grayson  to  Dallas  county  and  to  his  present 
home  in  Alontague  county'  in  the  spring  of 
1872.  He  made  this  selection  and  in  company 
with  a hrntherand  a brother-in-law,  Air.  Buch- 
anan. bought  five  hundred  acres  of  land.  His 
hixithor  ainl  brother-in-law,  however,  returned 
to  Mississippi,  but  Air.  AIcGaughy  remained 
and  improved  the  farm  and  cared  for  his  pa- 
rents throughout  their  remaining  days.  He 
yet  remains  upon  the  old  homestead,  where  he 
has  resided  continuously  for  a third  of  a cen- 
tury. He  made  a wise  selection  of  land,  his 
farm  being  a level  tract  of  country',  very  fertile 
and  productive.  Farming  at  that  time  was  an 
e.xperinient  in  Texas,  for  previously  the  land 
had  been  used  .simply'  as  a cattle  range  and  it 
was  net  known  w hether  crops  could  be  raised 
lirotitribly  or  not.  The  grass,  however,  was 
abinidanl  and  the  range  was  free  and  the  set- 
tlers devoted  their  energies  to  raising  cattle. 
■J'he  country'  was  sparsely  settled  and  but  little 
actual  farming  was  done.  Mr.  AIcGaughy'. 
how'cver,  secured  his  claim,  which  he  began 
to  open  up  and  cultivate  and  be  also  gave  a 
part  of  his  time  to  the  cattle  and  stock  busi- 
ness, in  which  he  continued  as  long  as  there 
was  free  jiasturage.  He  was  succeeding  w'cll 
when  the  country'  and  pastures  were  taken  up 
and  fenced,  so  he  disposed  of  his  herd  and  has 
.'ince  kept  stock  only  for  the  support  of  the 
farm.  He  raises  both  cattle  and  hogs.  Farming 
is  no  loiig'er  an  experiment  here  but  a very 
profitable  indu.stry.  and  Air.  AIcGaughy  is 
among  llio.se  who  have  demonstrated  the  v’alue 
of  this  work  in  Texas.  He  has  never  failed  to 
raise  good  crops  save  on  one  occa.sion.  lie 
now  largely'  gives  his  attention  to  corn  and 
cotton.  He  is  pleased  with  the  country  and  its 
possibilities  and  his  labors  have  been  attended 
uifli  a gratifying  measure  of  success.  He  has 
done  much  to  improve  his  farm  and  his  land 
borders  on  the  Red  River,  so  that  there  is  a 
good  supply  of  w'ater.  He  has  erected  a com- 
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modious  frame  residence,  good  barns  and  out- 
buildings and  his  home  stands  upon  a natural 
elevated  building  site,  commanding  an  excel- 
lent view  of  the  fann  and  surrounding  coun- 
try. It  is  a fine  home  tastefully  furnished  and 
the  entire  place  is  equipped  with  modern  im- 
provements and  conveniences.  In  1887  Mr. 
Metiaughy  also  embarked  in  the  mercantile 
business,  taking  charge  of  a stock  of  general 
goods  at  Spanish  Fort,  which  he  conducted  for 
twelve  years.  He  has  since,  however,  aban- 
doned that  line  of  activity  and  gives  his  entire 
attention  at  present  to  his  fanning  interests. 

In  1880  was  celebrated  the  marriage  of  Mr. 
McGaughy  and  Miss  Minnie  Walden,  who 
was  born  in  A'irginia  in  1862  and  is  a daughter 
of  C.  M.  and  Henrietta  (Purcell)  Walden, 
both  of  whom  were  natives  of  Virginia.  Her 
father  was  a mechanic,  plasterer  and  brick- 
layer and  followed  those  pursuits  in  the  Old 
Dominion  in  his  younger  days.  He  served 
throughout  the  war  of  the  rebellion  with  the 
Confederate  army  in  Virginia  and  in  1876  he 
came  to  Te.xas,  locating  first  in  Grayson  coun- 
ty, where  he  rented  land  and  engaged  in  farm- 
ing, but  in  1878  he  removed  to  Montague 
count}^  where  he  carried  on  general  agricul- 
tural pursuits.  He  also  gave  some  attention 
to  the  stock  business  in  the  Indian  Territory. 
His  wife  died  September  13.  1904,  and  he  ha.-i 
since  broken  up  housekeeping  and  makes  his 
home  with  Mrs.  McGaughy.  Tie  followed  his 
trade  until  he  came  to  the  W'est  and  has  lived 
the  life  of  a plain  honest  mechanic  and  farmer. 
Although  he  rendered  active  service  to  the 
Confederacy  during  the  Civil  war  he  was  never 
wounded  nor  taken  prisoner.  He  is  a man  of 
genuine  personal  wmrth,  faithful  to  liono>rable 
principles  and  is  a devoted  member  c>f  the 
Presbyterian  church,  while  his  wife  was  a 
member  of  the  Methodist  church.  They  had 
three  children ; lullie,  who  became  the  wife  of 
J.  Damron  and  both  she  and  her  husband  arc 
now  deceased;  iMinnie,  now  Mrs,  JifcGaughy  ; 
.and  R.  E.,  who  follows  farniiTig  in  the  territory. 

Unto  our  subject  ,and  his  wife  have  been 
bom  a daughter  and  two  sons:  Mary  R..  at 
home;  William  I!.,  Ixirn  December  26,  i8fu;  and 
Henry  W..  born  .August  13,  1S96.  Mrs.  .Mc- 
Gaugbv’’  is  a member  of  the  YTethodist  church. 
Mr.  McGaughy  gives  his  political  allegiance  to 
the  Democratic  party  and  is  unfaltering  in  his 
advocacy  of  its  principles,  but  has  never 
sought  or  desired  public  office.  In  public  life 
he  is  progressive  but  without  aspiration  for  of- 
fice, preferring  to  concentrate  his  energies 
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upon  his  business  affairs.  Those  who  know 
him.  and  his  actjuaintance  is  wide,  esteem  him 
for  his  genuine  worth  and  throughout  his  resi- 
dence in  Montague  county  he  has  made  for 
himself  an  honorable  name  and  a record  that 
any  husine.ss  man  might  envy. 

ALBERT  H.  GLASSCOCK  di.-^plays  in  his 
life  the  notable  traits  of  open  frankness  and 
cordiality  w'hich  is  .staniptal  on  the  native  Texan. 
He  is  generous  to  a fault  and  is  always  willing 
to  extend  the  hand  of  friendship  and  hospitality. 
*\.t  the  same  time  his  sense  of  justice  and  honor 
are  developed  to  a marked  degree,  which  would 
make  him  resent  an  injury  or  stainl  unfalteringly 
in  support  of  the  principle  which  he  believes  to  be 
right.  His  father,  George  Washington  Gla.ss- 
cock,  was  a Kentuckian  by  birth,  his  natal  day 
being  April  11,  1810,  and  at  an  early  age  be  re- 
moved from  Kentucky  to  Texas,  settling  first 
at  Bastrop,  and  later  on  nnwcil  to  Travis  county, 
ami  aljout  1S41  took  up  his  alK.Hle  on  a farm  in 
the  fork  of  Gillian’s  creek  and  the  Colorado  river, 
about  thirteen  miles  east  of  Austin.  There  he 
carried  on  general  agricultural  and  mercantile 
pursuits,  survexing  and  contracting,  and  early 
took  an  active  interest  in  the  development  of 
the  county.  He  was  tlie  contractor  who  built  the 
lunatic  .asylum,  at  .Austin,  Texas,  but  through 
some  complications  which  arose  during  its  con- 
struction the  time  he  needed  for  the  work  so 
exceeded  that  which  had  been  specified  for  its 
completion  that  the  whole  thing  resulted  in  a 
loss  rather  than  a gain  to  him.  However,  he 
became  a large  land-owner,  having  investments 
in  variou.s  parts  of  the  state  and  because  of  his 
extensix-e  hu.sincs.s  relations,  and  the  active  and 
helpful  part  which  he  took  in  public  affairs,  he 
became  well  kiioxvn  to  the  people  in  the  different 
sections  of  the  commonwealth.'  and  was  rc- 
s])ected  and  hoiiored_  wherever  knoxvn.  For  a 
period  of  three  terms  he  served  his  constituents 
in  the  state  legislature  and  took  an  active  inter- 
est in  constructive  measures  which  have  for  their 
object  improvement  and  benefit  of  the  common- 
wealth along  various  lines.  Eventually  he  left 
lii.s  farm  mi  Gillian's  creek  and  removed  to 
Georgetown.  He  gave  the  land  tor  the  toxvn  site 
there  and  the  new  municipality  was  named  in  his 
honor.  He  was  closely  identified  with  its  early 
material  improvement  and  development,  and 
erected  there  a fionring  mill  which  he  operated 
for  several  years.  During  the  exciting  and  try- 
ing period  that  followed  Texas'  declaration  of 
inclepcndence  xx'hen  she  threw  off  the  yoke  of 
Mexican  government.  Mr.  Glasscock  laid  aside 
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his  surve'\iijg  instruments  for  the  weapons  of 
\v:ir.  anti  with  otliers  of  his  fnenils  ainl  associates 
marched  to  the  assistance  of  tlie  \oung  republic 
in  opposition  to  its  ojtprcssttrs  and  was  in  several 
battles,  among  which  were  the  engagements^  at 
Grass,  bight  and  Alamo.  While  living  in  Ken- 
tucky, before  coming  to  Tc.xas,  he  was  a per- 
sonal friend  of  .\braham  Lincoln,  and  on  several 
occasions  the)  made  trips  together  on  flat  boats 
on  the  SarigamCtn  and  Illinois  rivers.  Jlr.  Gla.ss- 
cock  was  a Mason  of  high  standing,  taking  vari- 
ous degrees  of  the  Vork  and  Scottish  rites. 

I In  tlie  J5tli  of  May,  1837,  Gecirge  W.  Glass- 
cock was  married  to  Miss  Cynthia  Catherine 
Kniglit,  a native  of  Tennessee,  born  July  30. 
1815.  In  their  family  were  ten  children,  of  w'hom 
seven,  tlirec  sons  and  four  daughters,  reached 
adult  age.  Mr.  Glasscock  was  a tyitical  Te.xas 
|)ioneer,  and  lived  through  many  vicissitudes  in 
the  history  of  tlie  .state,  and  personally  experi- 
enced many  of  the  hardships  and  trials  incident 
to  life  on  the  frontier.  Starting  out  for  liimsclf 
when  a j.K)Or  boy  he  acquired,  through  his  well 
directed  lalnirs  and  business  relations,  a comfort- 
able fortune  so  that  at  the  time  of  his  death, 
which  occurred  on  the  28th  of  February,  1868, 
his  estate  was  estimated  to  be  worth  from  sev- 
enty-live to  one  hundred  tliousaiid  dollars. 

Alliert  H.  Gla.s,scock,  an  esteemed  citizen  of 
.\hilene,  wa.s  born  on  his  father's  farm  on  Gil- 
lian’s creek,  Febniary  15,  1847.  and  attended 
school  at  Austin  for  two  terms,  while  for  a short 
lime  he  was  a student  in  a private  school  con- 
ducted by'  T.  j.  Johnson,  in  Hays  county,  about 
seventeen  miles  from  his  home.  .After  the  death 
of  his  father,  he  and  his  eldest  brother,  G.  W. 

I ila.--scock.  now  a prominent  mcmlier  of  the  state 
senate,  went  to  Georgetown  for  the  purpose  of 
operating  a mill  which  belonged  to  their  father 
there.  The  plant  was  later  destroyed  by  fire  and 
the  brother  then  returned  to  .Austin,  while  Al- 
bert Glas.scock  gate  his  attention  to  general 
agricultural  ])ursuit.s. 

( »n  the  idth  of  December.  1872.  Mr.  Glas.s- 
cock was  married  to  Miss  Rebecca  Xorthington, 
w in  I was  born  in  Georgetown,  this  state,  starch 
9.  1850.  He  toftk  his  bride  to  his  farm,  living 
oil  a little  place  about  a mile  and  a half  from 
Georgetown,  where  he  lived  until  t8Si.  He 
then  took  up  his  abode  in  Taylor  county',  settling 
at  I’luffalo  Ga|i,  then  the  county  seat,  where  he 
was  engaged  in  the  sheep  business,  at  that  time 
a profitable  industry,  conducted  on  the  open 
ranch.  In  March.  18S3,  having  disposed  of  hi.s 
flocks,  he  removed  to  Abilene,  .since  which  time 
he  ha:-  been  engaged  in  stock-raising  and  farm- 


ing. He  owns  a ranch  about  seven  miles  south- 
east of  the  city  on  Lytle  creek,  which  originally 
con.stituted  twenty-four  hundred  acres,  but  he 
ha.s  since  sold  a portion  of  this  and  now'  has 
eleven  hundred  and  twenty  acres,  a part  of  which 
is  under  cultivation.  He  belongs  to  that  class 
of  successful  agriculturists  w'ho  have  readily 
recognized  the  natural  resources  of  the  country, 
the  fertility  of  the  land  and  the  excellent  advan- 
tages here  afforded  and  have  so  utilized  these  as 
to  win  pro.sperit) . 

As  the  years  have  gone  by  five  children  have 
been  born  unto  Mr.  and  ^irs.  Glasscock,  who 
are  yet  living,  three  sons  and  two  daughters, 
namely:  Elizabeth  J.,  mtw  the  W'ife  of  A.  R. 

Christopher,  proprietor  of  the  Abilene  Drug 
Company:  George  \\  .,  John  Albert,  Mary  A. 
and  Earl  Horton,  all  living  in  Abilene.  Both 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Glasscock  have  been  devoted 
members  of  the  Baptist  church  for  the  past 
twenty-five  years.  The  latter  is  a daughter  of 
IMarshall  Washington  Xorthington,  wdio  was  a 
])rominent  citizen  of  Williamson  county,  Texas, 
for  a quarter  of  a century.  Fifteen  years  of  that 
time  he  w'as  assessor  and  collector  of  the  county. 
A native  of  Georgia  he  came  to  Te.xas  in  1838, 
during  the  time  that  it  was  an  independent  re- 
public, and  he  built  the  first  log  cabin  in  Danger- 
field,  Titus  county,  in  the  ca.stcrn  part  of  the 
state. 

IltjN.  A.  G.  W’EBB.  The  activity  of  A.  G. 
Webb  extends  into  variou.s  fields  of  business, 
for  he  is  now  a stockholder  and  director  in  the 
Home  -Vational  Bank  of  Baird,  is  conducting 
a general  abstract,  loan  and  real  estate  busi- 
ness and  is  also  the  owner  of  a good  ranch  in 
Callahan  county',  devoted  to  tlie  raising  of 
horses,  mules  and  cattle.  To  every  work  he 
undertakes  he  brings  strong  purpose,  unfalter- 
ing diligence  and  unabating  energy  and  these 
have  served  as  the  strong  and  safe  foundation 
upon  w'hich  to  rear  the  superstructure  of  his 
success. 

His  father,  B.  R.  Webb,  was  a native  of 
North  Carolina  and  in  early  life  removed  to 
.Vlabama,  whence  he  afterw’ard  went  to  Ponto- 
toc county,  .Mississippi,  in  1846.  There  he  was 
married  to  .Miss  Martha  Givens  and  entered 
u]K)n  the  teacher’s  profession,  which  he  suc- 
cessfully followed.  He  was  an  earnest  Chris- 
tian gemlenian  and  an  active  member  of  the 
iMethodist  Episcopal  church.  South.  He  held 
fraternal  relations  with  the  Masons  and  was 
a member  of  the  grand  lodge,  exemplifying  in 
his  life  the  beneficent  spirit  and  brotherly  help- 
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fulness  which  form  the  basic  features  of  the 
craft.  Equally  prominent  in  political  circles, 
his  ability  for  leadership  and  his  devotion  to 
the  public  welfare  were  well  recognized  in  his 
election  to  both  branches  of  the  .Mississippi 
state  legislature  and  further  honors  were  -ac- 
corded him  in  his  election  to  the  office  of  sec- 
retary of  state,  in  which  position  he  was  serv- 
ing at  the  time  of  his  death  in  January,  t86o. 
His  life  was  one  of  intense  and  well  directed 
activity  and  his  public  .ser\  ice  was  an  honor 
to  the  state  which  honored  him.  The  surviv- 
ing family  numbered  his  widow  and  three  sons 
and  also  two  datighters  by  a former  marriage. 
One  of  the  daughters,  Mrs.  \\'.  Y.  Webb,  is 
now  living  at  Gloster,  ^lississippi.  The  other 
daughter  became  the  wife  of  Dr.  S.  C.  W ebb, 
of  Liberty,  Mississippi,  and  died  several  years 
ago,  leaving  several  children,  one  of  vvhom  is 
Profe.ssor  Charles  F.  Webb,  a resident  of  Fort 
Worth.  Texas,  where  he  is  engaged  in  teach- 
ing in  the  high  school  of  that  city.  Of  the 
three  .sons,  S.  F...  B.  R.  and  A.  G.  W'’ebb,  all 
are  still  living,  the  eldest  being  a resident  of 
Baird,  where  he  is  engaged  in  the  live  stock 
and  real  estate  business  in  connection  wdth  his 
brother,  A.  G.  Webb.  The  second  .son,  B.  R. 
Webb,  Jr.,  is  an  attorney  at  Fort  Worth, 
d'exas,  and  for  ten  years  has  been  a reporter 
in  the  state  courts  of  civil  appeals.  The  mother, 
Mrs.  IMartha  Webb,  now  nearly  eighty  years 
of  age,  resides  with  her  youngest  son  in  Baird. 
Texas. 

A.  G.  Webb,  well  known  in  Baird  and  Calla- 
han county,  was  bom  August  9,  1855.  near 
New  Albany,  ^lississippi,  and  in  1869  he  ac- 
companied bis  mother  and  elder  brother,  S.  E. 
Webb,  on  their  removal  to  Gibson  county. 
Tennessee,  where  he  spent  several  years  in 
school  and  in  farming.  In  1878  he  came  to 
Texas,  settling  first  in  .Anderson  county, 
where  he  spent  two  years  engaged  in  general 
farming  and  also  in  teaching  in  the  country 
schools.  In  December,  1879,  returned  to 
Tennessee  and  for  a year  lived  with  his  mother 
and  brother  on  a farm  there  but  once  more 
came  to  Texas  in  December,  1880.  During  the 
year  1881  he  traveled  over  the  greater  part  of 
Texas  as  a salesman  for  the  Gilbert  Book 
Company,  publishers  of  law  books  at  St.  Louis, 
but  his  health  failed  early  in  1882  and  he  gave 
up  that  work,  settling  in  Baird,  which  was 
then  a new  town.  Here  he  entered  into  part- 
nership with  his  brother,  B.  R.  Webb,  in  the 
live  stock  and  real  estate  business,  his  brother 
having  located  at  Baird  a few  months  earlier 


in  the  practice  of  law.  In  the  mean  time  his 
mother  and  eldest  lirother,  .S.  E.  Webb,  had 
sold  the  farm  in  Tennessee  and  the  mother  and 
three  brothers  became  residents  of  Baird. 
-Vmong  the  early  enterprises  which  they  un- 
dertook in  this  locality  was  the  conduct  of 
a horse  ranch,  in  which  the  br(-thcrs  combined 
their  force.s.  This  proved  to  bo  a very  wi.se 
cotir.se,  especially  during  the  great  droughts 
and  low  prices  of  1886  anil  7,  when  the  ac- 
counts were  heaviest  on  the  wrong  side  of 
the  ledger  and  it  became  necessary  to  draw  on 
the  other  resources  and  lines  of  business  to 
tide  them  over  this  period  of  depression  which 
e.xtended  throughout  Texas. 

fn  the  meantime  G.  Webb  was  married, 
on  the  30th  of  October,  1883,  to  .Miss  Mary 
Julia  W'right  of  Trenton,  rennessce.  Three 
children  were  born  unto  them,  of  whom  two 
died  in  infanc}',  while  the  third  and  youngest, 
Preston  Wright  \¥ebb,  died  Mac'  10,  1904,  at 
the  age  of  seventeen  years.  He  w as  a student 
in  Carlyle’s  Military  School  at  .\rlington, 
Tc.xas,  when  taken  sick. 

As  the  years  have  advanced  .Mr.  Webb  has 
overcome  the  difficulties  and  ob.stacles  tliat 
barred  his  path  to  success  and  has  prospered  in 
his  underiakiugs.  He  is  now  operating  in  real 
estate  in  Baird  and  Callahan  county  and  is  also 
conducting  a general  abstract  and  loan  hu.si- 
ness.  He  likewise  owns  a valuable  ranch  de- 
voted to  the  raising  of  horses,  mules  and  cattle 
and  the  annual  sales  of  his  stock  bring  him  a 
gratifying  income.  He  is  likewise  a director  in 
the  Home  .National  Bank  of  Baird  and  in  all 
of  his  dealings  with  his  fellow  men  he  has  .sus- 
tained an  unimpeachable  reputation  and  is  re- 
spected for  his  great  energy  and  determina- 
tion, qualities  that  have  placed  him  in  the 
front  rank  among  the  successful  business  men 
of  his  community.  IMr.  Webh  is  widel}'  known 
in  connection  w'ith  his  work  in  behalf  of  the 
temperance  cause.  He  has  labored  earnestly 
for  the  temperance  movement  and  prohibition 
work,  'riirough  his  efforts  the  cause  has  been 
greatly  benefited  and  strengthened  and  he  has 
at  the  same  time  convinced  the  general  public, 
whether  friend  or  foe,  of  his  earnest  and  con- 
scientinns  purpose  in  temperance  work.  He 
has  made  sacrifices  in  his  financial  contribu- 
tions in  order  to  rid  his  home  towTi  and  county 
of  what  he  considers  the  tvorst  and  most  de- 
grading as  well  as  damaging  evil  that  rests  on 
the  .American  people  to-day— -the  saloon  evil 
with  all  of  its  attendant  vices  and  influences. 
He  has  the  encouragement  and  support  of 
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riiaiiy  of  ilie,  belter  class  of  citizens  of  this  com- 
munity. His  influence  and  ai<]  are  always 
given  in  public  measures  relating  to  the  gen- 
era! progress  and  improvement  of  the  county 
iind  lie,  bears  an  unassailable  reputation  for 
x cracit}-  and  honorable  purpose  He  became  a 
cliarter  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
church.  South,  upon  its  organization  in  Baird 
in  1882  and  has  since  been  one  of  its  official 
members. 

JESSE  ELI  GILLILAND.  There  is  prob- 
ably no  older  family  living  in  Callahan  county 
to-day  and  connected  therewith  through  con- 
tinuous residence  than  the  Gilliland  family.  John 
T.  Gilliland,  the  father  of  Jes.se  Eli  Gilliland, 
was  the  youngest  child  of  Eli  Gilliland,  and  the 
family  came  from  southwestern  Tennessee  to 
Texas,  having  previously  lived  in  the  vicinity 
of  Memphis.  Eli  Gilliland  served  as  a soldier  in 
the  war  of  1812.  under  General  Jackson,  and 
later  rendered  military  service  to  his  country  in 
the  Mexican  war  under  General  Taylor.  It  was 
about  the  year  1826  that  Eli  Gilliland  came  to 
Texas,  at  which  time  the  state  was  under  Mexi- 
can rule.  He  obtained  a land  grant  from  the 
■Mexican  government  which  he  located  in  An- 
gelina county,  consisting  of  a league  and  a labor 
of  land  amounting  to  four  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred and  eighty-two  acres — which  was  the  usual 
amount  given  to  the  heatls  of  families  as  an  in- 
ducement for  them  to  settle  here. 

John  T.  Gilliland  was  four  years  of  age  when 
brought  by  his  parents  to  this  state.  Following 
the  attainment  of  his  majority  he  lived  in  Nacog- 
doches and  in  Angelina  until  1852,  when  he  re- 
moved to  Tarrant  county,  residing  there  con- 
tinuously until  1871.  In  that  year  he  took  up 
his  abode  in  Brown  county,  whence  he  afterward 
went  to  Callalian  county  in  1874.  The  latter 
became  his  permanent  place  of  abode,  although 
hi.s  death  occurred  in  Hoo<l  county,  in  1S78, 
when  lie  was  fifty-six  years  of  age.  lie  had  been 
married  in  Ma)-,  1840,  to  .Miss  Rebecca  i\Ion- 
teilh,  wlio  was  of  Irish  descent,  and  was  born 
in  .Monroe  comity,  Tcmie.ssee.  lie  wa.s  a stock- 
raiser  by  occupation,  and  was  principally  en- 
gaged in  that  business  throughout  his  active 
life.  Mis  wife  died  in  Callahan  county  at  the  age 
of  sixty-two  years.  They  reared  a family  of 
eight  children,  six  soms  and  two  daughters,  of 
the  eleven  children  who  were  liorii  unto  them, 

Jesse  EH  Gillilantl.  the  subject  of  this  review, 
was  born  in  .\ng(4ina  county,  Texas.  March  10, 
1850,  and  as  soon  as  old  enough  to  ride  a pony 
he  Itegan  tending  cattle  for  his  father  on  the 


plain.s,  and  in  the  years  that  have  followed  has 
given  a large  portion  of  his  life  to  this  employ- 
ment. In  1875  he  obtained  a ranch  of  his  own 
in  Callahan  county  and  operated  it  as  a cattle 
ranch  until  1879,  when  he  sold  out. 

On  the  19th  of  September,  1885.  Mr.  Gilliland 
was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Miranda  Loette- 
Tanner,  a native  of  Erath  county,  Texas,  and 
they  now  have  five  living  children,  Evia,  Perry 
D..  Samuel  H.,  Re.xie  and  William  Eli.  They 
also  lost  two  children  who  died  in  infancy. 

In  1889  Mr.  Gilliland  entered  the  office  of  the 
county  assessor  as  deputy  under  T.  J.  Norrell, 
with  whom  he  remained  for  thirteen  years,  and 
for  the  past  four  years  he  has  occupied  a similar 
position  in  the  office  of  the  sheriff  and  tax  col- 
lector under  T.  A.  Irvin.  In  this  capacitv'  Mr. 
Gilliland  has  become  a familiar  figure  in  the 
court  house,  and  he  is  faithful  and  diligent  in 
the  discharge  of  his  official  duties,  while  in  the 
community  at  large  he  is  recognized  as  a valued 
and  esteemed  gentleman.  Since  1880  he  has 
been  identified  with  the  Masonic  fraternity,  and 
i.s  in  hearty  .s}  nipathy  with  the  te.achings  of  tlie 
craft  which  has  its  ba.sic  elements  in  mutual  kind- 
h’ness  and  brotherly  helpfulness.  He  has  taken 
the  various  degrees  of  the  lodge,  chapter  and 
council  and  he  is  also  an  Odd  Fellow,  having 
joined  that  organization  in  1877. 

JOSEPH  ALEXANDER  KEMP,  president 
of  the  CiW  National  Bank  at  Wichita  Falls,  be- 
came connected  with  the  commercial  affairs 
of  this  growing  town  over  twenty  yxars  ago, 
being  thus  an  old  citizen  though  not  an  old 
man ; made  a success  of  merchandising,  and 
then  embarked  in  wholesale  grocery  trade, 
with  which  he  is  still  identified  ; has  been  presi- 
dent of  the  City  National  since  1891,  at  the 
same  time  acting  as  a conservative  and  sub- 
stantial figure  in  fintmcial  circles  in  this  p,art 
of  the  state ; has  taken  the  lead  in  agricultural 
development,  and  in  the  years  to  come  his 
career  will  be  especiallj'  noteworthy^  for  what 
he  has  done  in  promoting  irrigation  facilities 
and  at  the  same  time  opening  up  countless 
acre.s  of  fine  soil  for  diversified  husbandry.  An 
energizing  pioneer  and  one  v.rho  blazes  the 
tvat  for  new  enterprise  must  always  bear  the 
weight  of  responsibility  and  doubts  alone,  and 
his  reward  only  conies  when  succe.ss  has  smiled 
on  his  efforts  and  proved  his  judgment  and 
foresight  to  have  been  w'ell  directed.  Thus, 
while  Mr.  Kemp  is  now  looked  upon  as  one 
of  the  benefactors  of  the  entire  region  about 
Wrichita  Falls,  only  a few  year's  ago  his  posi- 
tion was  that  of  one  who  tunbarks  upon  an  un- 
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tried  sea  of  possibilities  and  who  must  endure, 
if  not  ridicule,  at  least  the  doubting  silence -of 
the  war)’-  ones  who  hold  back  from  the  sea  of 
high  and  bold  emprise.  But  no  venture  in  this 
new  country  can  be  valued  more  highly  than 
that  of  Mr.  Kemp  which  has  added  immeasur* 
ably  to  the  material  wealth  of  this  part  of  the 
country,  and  what  in  him  men  formerly  es- 
teemed rashness  will  alwats  henceforth  be 
considered  the  acme  of  good  judgment  and  in- 
dustrial foresight. 

Mr.  Kemp  is  a native  son  of  the  Lone  Star 
state,  and  was  born  in  the  town  of  Clifton, 
Bosque  county,  in  1861,  a son  of  \V.  T.  and  Em- 
ma (.Stinnett)  Kemp.  His  father,  a native  of 
Tennessee,  came  as  an  early  settler  to  this 
state  in  1856,  locating  at  Clifton,  where  he  was 
a prosperous  merchant  for  many  years,  was 
al.so  tax  assessor  of  Bosque  county,  and  died  at 
Clifton,  aged  forty-eight  years.  His  wife  is 
Still  living,  making  her  home  at  Wichita  Falls. 
She  was  born  in  Missouri,  but  was  reared  in 
Texas,  and  was  married  at  Clifton. 

Mr.  Kemp  received  a good  education  in  the 
public  schools,  and  grew  up  in  the  mercantile 
business  with  his  father.  When  he  .was  eigh- 
teen years  old  he  -went  into  business  on  his 
own  account  in  Clifton,  and  prospered  and 
laid  the  foundation  for  his  future  success.  After 
reaching  his  majority,  in  1883,  he  came  to 
Wichita  Falls,  in  which  town  then  small  in 
size  but  with  boundless  possibilities  his  ambi- 
tion and  energy  would  have  full  scope.  He  en- 
gaged in  the  retail  drv-goods  and  grocery  busi- 
ness, his  store  being  located  on  Ohio  street 
about  where  Thatcher’s  hardware  establish- 
ment now  stands.  In  1888  he  sold  out  the  re- 
tail business,  after  five  years  of  excellent  suc- 
cess, and  in  the  following  year  bought  out  the 
wholesale  grocery  which  had  been  established 
by  C.  C.  White.  He  organized  the  J.  A.  Kemp 
VVholesale  Grocery  Company  ann  became  pre.s- 
ident  of  the  firm.  Under  his  control  the  busi- 
ness prospered  exceedingly  for  a town  of  the 
size  of  Wichita  Falls,  and  for  several  past  years 
its  business  ran  as  high  as  a million  dollars, 
while  1904  will  see  the  trade  reach  the  million  and 
a half  mark.  In  the  latter  part  of  1903  Mr. 
Kemp  sold  his  controlling  interest  in  this  es- 
tablishment, but  he  still  is  connected  there- 
with as  vice  president. 

Mr.  Kemp  became  president  of  the  City  Na- 
tional Bank  of  Wichita  Falls  in  1891.  and  has 
held  this  position  ever  since.  The  bank  was 
organize<l  in  1890,  and  it  has  ever  since  been 
the  conservator  and  supporter  of  the  commer- 
cial and  industrial  prosperity  of  Wichita  Falls 


and  the  innnen.se  agricultural  territory  tribu- 
tary thereto. 

The  Lake  Wichita  Irrigation  and  Water 
Company  as  an  industrial  enterprise  of  great 
pith  and  moment  had  its  inception  and  its  suc- 
cessful working  out  through  Mr.  Kemp.  The 
carrying  out  of  this  undertaking  required 
"nerve,"  for  everybody  discourage'!  him,  or 
tried  t<i.  and  it  was  due  to  his  indomitable  will 
and  confidence  and  perseverance  that  his  labors 
in  the  end  bore  fruit.  It  was  some  three  years 
ago  that  this  prcq'ect  took  definite  shape  in  his 
mind.  He  ptersonally  explored  Holliday’  creek 
for  many  miles  and  figured  out  the  prospects  for 
water  in  every  detail.  Then  with  the  indubit- 
able facts  and  figures  in  support  of  his  conten- 
tions, he  enlisted  the  aid  of  outsi'le  capital,  a 
large  amount  of  which  was  contrilmtcil  by  his 
partner,  M.  Lasker,  a well  known  ca[)italist  of 
Galveston.  The  I.ake  M’ichita  Irrigation  and 
Water  Company  w-as  formed,  a large  dam  was 
built  across  Holliday  creek  forming  one  of  the 
largest  artificial  lakes  in  the  country,  three 
thousand  acres  in  extent.  The  lake  is  situ- 
ated five  miles  south  of  Mri'chita  Falls,  and  the 
land  w’hich  it  can  reach  by  ditching  is  all  ad- 
jacent and  tributary  to  Wichita  Falls.  The 
company  ovvn.s  four  thousand  acres,  which  it 
is  selling,  with  water  rights,  for  seventy -fir  e to 
one  hundred  dollars  an  acre ; altogether  at  least 
ten  thousand  acres  can  be  brought  under  culti- 
vation through  irrigation  from  this  lake.  Thus 
•scxHi  the  effect  of  the  enterprise  has  been  felt  on 
the  commercial  status  of  Wichita  Fails,  and  L>r 
all  years  to  come  the  city  and  surrounding 
country  will  receive  wealth  from  the  soil  watered 
by'  \\  ichita  Lake.  Experienced  agriculturists 
have  begun  the  raising  of  all  kinds  of  vegetables 
and  fruits  on  this  land,  where  canteloupcs  es- 
{)ecially  thrive,  and  the  city  is  thus  becoming 
noted  as  a shipping  center.  Similar  irrigation 
plants,  following  the  successful  outcome  of  this 
one,  have  been  established,  and  will  continue 
to  enrich  the  city'  and  territory  hereabout. 

Mr.  Kemp  is  a large  owner  of  business  prop- 
erty in  Wichita  Falls  and  also  of  large  farming 
tracts  and  is  thoroughly'  identifietl  with  the  busi- 
ness affairs  of  city  and  county.  He  has  made  a 
remarkable  success  from  small  beginnings,  and 
takes  front  place  among  the  foreful  and  enter- 
prising men  of  affairs  in  North  Texas.  Fratern- 
ally he  is  affiliated  with  the  Masonic  fraternity. 

He  was  married  at  Clifton,  in  1883,  to  Miss 
Flora  .\nderson,  a native  of  this  state.  They 
have  five  children:  Ernrna  .Sibyl,  Mary  Jewel, 

Flora  Charlotte, Bertha  May  ami  Josejdi  .\nder- 
son.  all  at  home. 
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T.  A.  IR^  IN,  sheriff  and  tax  ciillector  of  Cal- 
lahan comiiy.  makin"-  his  lionie  in  the  eitv  of 
Baird,  is  a stnt  of  \\  illiani  R.  Irvin,  wIkjsc  birth 
occurred  in  Coweta  county,  Georg-ia,  on  the  2d 
of  Jannaiw,  1853.  He  was  sixteen  years  of  age 
u Iten  he  left  his  native  state  with  his  parents  and 
came  to  Texas.  His  father  wa.s  Rii.sscll  Irvin, 
and  his  mother's  ancestry  can  be  traced  back  to 
the  coming  of  the  Maydower  to  this  country. 
The  family  name  cannot  be  ascertained,  but  it  is 
definitely  known  that  they  were  of  Dutch  stock, 
while  the  Trvins  are  of  Scotch  lineage.  William 
R.  Irvin  settled  in  Cas.s  county,  Texas,  where 
he  lived  from  i8ti8  until  1882,  in  uhich  \e;ir  he 
arrived  in  Callahan  county,  making  his  home  in 
the  southeastern  part  near  Cro.ss  Plains,  where 
he  engaged  in  farming.  In  his  family  were  nine 
children,  three  .sons  and  si.x  daughters,  all  of 
whom  are  yet  living. 

Thomas  Alvah  Irvin,  the  eldest  member  of  the 
father’s  family,  was  reared  upon  the  old  home 
farm  and  was  educated  in  the  public  schools. 
He  devoted  his  attention  to  study  in  the  winter 
inonth.s  and  in  the  summer  seasons  aided  in  the 
labors  of  the  farm.  His  time  was  thus  occupied 
until  he  was  sixteen  years  of  age,  after  wdiich 
he  liecame  a student  in  College  Hill  Institute, 
al  Spiingiow  11,  Parker  county,  devoting  two 
r ears  to  study  there.  He  afterward  began  teach- 
ing .scliool,  which  profession  he  followed  for 
eiglit  years,  .spending  nearly  the  entire  time  in 
Callahan  county.  He  was  principal  of  the 
schools  at  Cross  Plain.s  for  four  vear.s  and  at 
CoUonuocid  for  two  yeans  and  wa.s  regarded  as 
a capable  educator,  having  the  ability  to  imparl 
dearly  ami  readily  to  others  the  knowledge  that 
he  had  acquired.  During  the  penods  of  vaca- 
tion he  engaged  in  clerking  in  tlic  grocery  store 
of  Norton  & IvlcGowcn.  at  Baird,  remaining  with 
that  firm  for  eight  months.  (Dn  putting  aside 
the  work  of  ilie  .school  room  he  entered  political 
life  in  the  spring  of  1900  as  a candidate  for  the 
otfice  of  sheriff  and  ta.x  collector,  having  six 
oi'poncnls  for  the  nomination.  However,  at  the 
primaries  he  received  the  highest  vote  and  was 
duly  elected  in  the  following  fall.  So  acceptably 
did  he  discharge  his  duties  that  in  1902  he  was 
re-clcctcd  and  once  more,  in  irxjq,  so  that  he 
is  now  serving  for  the  third  term. 

Mr.  Irsin  was  married  in  1894  to  iliss  Eva 
.rVycock,  a native  of  Corrcll  count}',  Texas,  who 
died  two  }'enrs  later,  and  in  i8<)8  lie  wedded  iliss 
•Mamie  C.  Aycock,  a .sister  of  his  former  wife. 

1 lieir  family  numbers  one  son  and  two  dau.gh- 
U’rs.  namely.  IVilHain  Buel.  Inna  Lee  and  Fredti 
1 .urleue. 


Mi  . Ir\in  is  a member  of  die  Ma.sonic  frater- 
nity and  is  also  identified  with  the  Odd  Fellows 
and  the  Woodmen  of  the  World  in  Baird,  He 
was  reared  in  the  Methodist  faith,  althou.gh  he 
is  not  a member  of  any  church,  and  his  wife 
holds  membership  with  the  Seventh  Day  ,\dven- 
ti.st  church.  Although  a young  man  he  has  oc- 
ctipied  a position  of  jironiinence  and  trust,  and 
has  been  active  in  the  public  and  business  affairs 
of  the  county.  At  all  times  his  fidelity  to  duty, 
genuine  worth  and  unfaltering  integrity  have 
gained  the  esteem  of  his  fellow  rnc-n,  and  he  en- 
joys the  unqualified  regard  of  those  with  whom 
business,  social  or  political  relations  have 
brought  him  in  contact, 

Jl’DGE  ISAAC  NEWTON  JACKSON.  The 
Jackson  family  are  originally  from  Kentucky, 
and  tlie  grandfather,  whose  name  was  John  Jack- 
son,  removed  from  that  state  to  Missouri,  w'here 
he  died.  One  of  his  son.s,  Isaac  Newton  Jack- 
son,  was  born  in  Missouri,  near  St.  Louis,  and 
on  leaving  that  state  went  to  Arkansas,  where 
he  afterward  made  his  home.  He  was  married 
there  to  iliss  Elizabeth  J.  Pride,  whose  people 
came  to  the  middle  we.st  frtim  Alabama.  Her 
people,  however,  lived  originally  in  Maryland, 
later  in  South  Carolina  and  afterward  in  Ala- 
bama, whence  they  removed  to  Arkansas.  Her 
father,  William  Pride,  was  a native  of  Mary- 
land. Isaac  Newton  Jackson  died  in  Arkansas- 
in  1861,  but  his  wife  still  survives  and  makes 
her  home  in  the  southwe.stern  part  of  the  state. 
They  had  a family  of  six  children,  three  sons  and 
three  daughters,  of  whom  one  daughter  is  now 
deceased.  ,\ftcr  losing  her  first  husband  Mrs, 
Jackson  married  again,  becoming  the  wife  of  A. 
L Park,  now  deceased,  by  uhich  marriage  there 
were  three  children,  a son  and  two  daughters. 

Judge  Jackson,  cvhose  name  introduces  this 
record,  was  reared  in  Sevier  county,  Arkansas, 
until  1879.  His  birth  had  occurred  in  the  town 
of  Paradifta,  that  county,  on  the  3d  of  January, 
1858,  and  his  early  education  wa.s  acquired  in  the 
public  schools  there,  while  subsequently  he  at- 
tended the  Washington  high  school.  In  1879 
he  came  to  Texas  and  secured  cmplovment  at 
Belle  Plainc,  \\  here  he  remained  tor  a year  and 
a half,  after  which  he  entered  the  office  of  the 
dli.'.trict  and  eouiU\  clerk  in  the  fall  of  i88t).  seiw- 
ing  as  deputy  under  John  W.  Newman  for  a 
period  of  two  _\ears.  In  1882  he  was  elected  dis- 
trict and  county  clerk  of  Callahtm  county,  and 
acceptably  and  creditably  filled  the  position  for 
twelve  consecutive  \ eai>,  retiring  from  office  in 
]i(04.  as  he  had  entered  it — with  the  confidence 
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and  good  will  of  all  concerned.  In  that  year  he 
turned  his  attention  to  the  land  business  and  the' 
raising  of  cattle,  which  interests  claimed  his  at- 
tention for  a number  of  years,  but  in  iyo2  be 
was  again  called  from  private  life  and  was 
elected  to  the  office  of  county  judge,  which  po.si- 
tion  he  filled  so  creditably  that  he  was  accorded 
re-election  in  1904,  and  is  therefore  the  present 
incumbent  in  the  office. 

On  the  13th  of  September,  1888,  Judge  Jack- ■ 
son  was  married  to  Miss  Elma  Richardson,  a 
native  of  Texas,  born  near  Marshalh  and  a', 
daughter  of  David  Richard.son.  In  their  family 
are  four  children,  three  sons  and  a daughter, 
namely : T.  Rupert,  I.-eland  Forney,  Clara  Pearl 
and  Isaac  Newton. 

Judge  Jackson  is  a member  of  the  Masonic 
and  Knights  of  Py-thias  lodges  in  Baird.  His 
has  been  a successful  career  as  the  result  of  ati 
active  life,  well  directed  effort,  keen  sagacity  and 
unfaltering  enterprise.  His  possessions  in  land 
and  cattle  are  principally  in  Callahan  county,  his 
realty  possessions  aggregating  over  twelve 
thousand  acres  in  Caliahan,  Shackelford  and 
Taj'lor  counties,  but  principally  in  the  former. 
Judge  Jackson,  according  to  the  laws  of  Texas, 
is  also  ex-officio  county  superintendent  of  pub- 
lic instruction.  His  long  experience  as  an  offi- 
cial has  given  him  an  excellent  knowledge  of 
legal  matters,  and  while  not  regularly  a mem- 
ber of  the  legal  profession  he  has  presided  over 
the  affairs  of  the  county  court  in  an  able  manner. 
He  has  always  been  interested  in  the' educational 
department  of  the  county,  to  which  he  has  given 
a large  portion  of  his  time.  Tn  a hnsine.ss  way  he 
has  been  prosperous  and  is  regarded  as  one  of 
the  largest  tax  payers  in  Callahan  county. 

GEORGE  B.  .SCOTT.  .Among  the  y'oung 
men  active  in  lousiness  affairs  .and  public  life  in 
Callahan  county  is  George  B.  Scott,  who 
through  his  own  effort.s  has  risen  to  a place 
of  prominence  and  influence,  his  labors  being 
crowned  with  success,  while  his  effort.s  in  be- 
half of  public  improvement  have  been  far- 
reaching  and  beneficial.  A native  of  .Mahama, 
he  was,  born  in  Clay  county  on  the  tgtb  of 
April,  1876.  Ills  ancestors  were  originally 
from  Virginia  and  afterward  removed  to  Geor- 
gia, while  later  they  became  residents  of  Ala- 
bama. Freeman  T.  Scott,  the  father  of  our 
subject,  was  born  in  Georgia,  and  after  arriv- 
ing at  years  of  maturity  wedded  Mi.ss  Ella  E. 
Pool,  likewise  a native  of  that  state.  They 
came  to  Te.xas  in  the  fall  of  1878,  settling  in 


Bryan.  Brazo.-  C‘.'unty,  where  lire  father  en- 
gaged in  fanning.  lie  afterward  took  up  his 
abode  in  Be.xar  county,  and  still  later  removed 
to  Clallahan  county,  where  he  arrived  in  Octo- 
l)er,  18S5.  .About  four  yeans  ago  he  removed 
to  San  Angelo,  where  lie  is  now  engaged  in 
merchandising,  being  one  of  the  enterprising 
and  valued  .business  men  of  that  place.  In  his 
family  there  are  si.x  children,  three  sons  and 
three  daughters. 

George  B.  8coii,  the  eldest,  spent  the  greater 
]>art  of  his  youth  upon  a farm,  being  fi>r  five 
\ears  in  Brazos  county  and  for  three  years  in 
Bexar  county,  after  vvliich  he  lived  upon  a farm 
in  Callahan  count}  until  1892.  Prii>r  tr>  that 
date  he  w'as  a public  school  student  and  in  the 
year  mentiemed  was  graduated  from  the  high 
.school  at  Cottonwood.  Call.ahan  county.  De- 
sirous of  oTitaining  a still  hronder  education  he 
went  to  Hovvarrl  I’a\ne  College,  in  Brovvnwood. 
where  he  spent  two  years,  remaining  there  un- 
til the  spring  of  1894.  In  that  year  lie  entered 
upon  his  business  career  as  an  employe  in  a 
dr}'  goods  store  owned  by  B.  E.  Boydston.  at 
Baird,  Texas,  remaining  in  his  employ  for 
eighteen  months.  He  afterward  worked  for  T. 
E.  Powell  in  the  same  line  for  two  }'ears,  dur- 
ing which  period  he  gained  practical  knowl- 
edge of  business  methods.  On  the  expiration 
of  that  ))eriod  he  embarked  in  tlie  grocery  busi- 
ness on  his  own  account  and  continued  the 
trade  for  three  years,  after  which  he  again  en- 
tered the  employ  of  Air.  IViw-cll,  u’ith  whom  he 
remained  for  two  year.s.  In  the  spring  of  uy>4 
he  was  nominated  on  the  Democratic  ticket  for 
tlie  office  of  district  and  county  derk  and  was 
elected  by  a good  majc>rity  so  that  he  is  now 
filling  the  office  and  in  the  discharge  of  his 
duties  he  is  found  prompt,  faithful  ami  effi- 
cient. 

Afr,  .Scott  w:as  married  on  the  15th  (.4  Sep- 
tember, 1898,  to  A'liss  .Adclia  Cuthirtli,  a 
daughter  of  J.  B.  Cutbir'h,  one  of  the  early 
residents  of  Callahan  county.  Two  children 
have  been  born  of  this  marriage,  ATaggie  and 
Annamyrl.  Air.  Scott  is  a member  of  the 
Knights  of  Pv'thias  fraternit}'  and  has  been 
identified  with  the  Masonic  lodge  for  five  years 
and  the  Woodmen  camp  for  four  years.  He 
has  well  earned  tlie  succes.s  .and  the  enviable 
reputation  that  he  now  enjoys,  standing  high 
ill  jiuhlic  regard  and  esteem  for  his  honesty  in 
office,  hi.s  integrity  in  business  affairs  and  his 
reliahilily  in  all  relations  of  life. 
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IK  'N.  B.  L.  RUSSELL,  mayor  of  Baird,  ex- 
county  judse  of  Callaliaii  county  and  an  active 
practitioner  of  law,  rcprc.'^ciits  one  of  the  old 
fainilief.  of  the  .south.  His  paternal  grand- 
parents were  George  and  Leah  J.  Russell, of 
Alabama.  Their  son,  Rev.  G.  D.  Russell,  was 
born  in  Franklin  county,  Alabama,  April  29, 
1824,  and  became  a prominent  minister  of  the 
Baptist  church,  devoting  his  life  to  the  cause 
of  Chri.stianity,  his  sendees  as  pastor  being 
sought  in  some  of  the  eastern  states  as  well 
as  in  I'exas  at  a later  day.  He  was  married  on 
the  iith  of  .August.  1842.  to  Aliss  Emily  M. 
•Stovall,  a daughter  of  A.  L.  Stovall,  also  a 
minister  of  the  gospel,  who  officiated  at  the 
marriage. 

The  Ke\’.  .Mr.  Russell  was  ordained  to  the 
ministry  in  his  native  county  on  the  17th  of 
.September.  T849.  from  that  time  until  1853 
his  labors  were  confined  to  northern  Alabama. 
In  the  latter  year  he  removed  to  Lee  county, 
.Mississippi,  where  he  engaged  in  preaching 
anil  ahso  in  teaching  school  for  eighteen  years. 
In  the  fall  01  1870  on  account  of  failing  health 
he  removed  t:  - Texas  and  settled  near  Lexing- 
ton, then  ill  Burleson  but  now  in  Lee  county. 
After  a -hort  residence  in  Milan  county  he  re- 
iTiosed,  in  the  winter  of  1875,  to  Wdlliamsnn 
county  near  Circleville  and  in  1882  he  became 
a resident  of  Lampasas,  wbere  his  death  oc- 
curred on  the  16th  of  February,  1884.  In  his 
family  were  twelve  children,  seven  sons  and 
fit  e daughters. 

l’>.  !..  Russell,  whose  name  introduces  this 
review  , was  horn  October  25,  1864,  at  Verona, 
Lee  county,  ATis=issi])pi,  and  was  the  youngest 
son  in  his  father’s  family.  When  about  six 
t ears  of  age  he  accompanied  his  parents  on 
their  removal  to  d’exas.  His  early  life  was 
j.ractically  spent  on  a farm  and  his  early  edu- 
cation was  ac(|uired  under  the  direction  of  his 
father  and  in  the  public  schools  of  his  home  lo- 
cality W’hen  he  had  become  qualified  for 
teaching  he  secured  a school  in  Eastland  coun- 
iv  and  devoted  his  attention  to  that  work  for 
three  terms,  hut  he  regarded  this  merely  as  an 
initial  stc)t  to  other  professional  labor,  desir- 
ing to  becvimt  a member  of  the  bar.  Accord- 
inglt  lie  entered  the  office  of  T.  B.  Wheeler, 
then  of  Ci.sco,  wlio  was  aftenvard  lieutenant- 
governor  of  Texas  and  also  studied  under  Col- 
om  1 T)enerrv.  w ith  whom  he  remained  for  sev- 
eral month.s.  giving  close  attention  to  his  stud- 
ii  - ihrongh  the  summer  of  1887.  Being  com- 
pelled throiigli  lack  of  sufficient  means  to  earn 
I'i.s  own  living  he.  in  the  mean  time,  worked 


in  a cotton  gin  for  John  F.  Patterson,  being 
thus  engaged  at  intervals  through  the  fall  and 
wnntcr  of  1888.  In  the  autumn  of  the  latter 
year,  however,  he  received  financial  a.ssistance 
from  C.  Lh  Conncllee  of  Eastland,  whereby  he 
w'as  enabled  to  enter  the  F’niversity  of  Texas 
at  Austin.  Subsequently  he  taught  a private 
school  at  Cross  Plains,  Callahan  county,  for 
two  months.  It  was  his  intention  to  return  to 
the  university,  as  an  older  brother  had  pre- 
viously offered  to  furnish  him  money  for  this 
purpose,  but  failing  to  receive  a reply  to  his 
request,  the  letter  from  his  brother  repeating 
his  offer  of  as.sislance  being  miscarried,  Mr. 
Russell  abandoned  the  project  of  completing 
the  university  course  and  accepted  a position 
in  the  public  schools  of  Cross  Plains,  where 
he  taught  for  seven  months.  Tie  w^as  also  in 
charge  of  another  private  school  after  the  close 
of  the  public  school  term.  -About  this  time  at 
the  solicitation  of  his  friends  he  accepted  the 
nomination  for  prosecuting  att..rncy  of  Calla- 
iian  Cfiunty  and  w'as  cUcted  in  the  fall  of  1890, 
,ser\  ing  for  a term  of  two  years.  He  then  re- 
iurned  to  Cross  Plains,  where  he  taught  an- 
other school  and  in  the  meantime  he  was  mar- 
ried and  both  he  and  his  wife  taught  in  the 
same  school  during  the  terms  of  1892  and 
1803.  In  the  fall  of  the  latter  year  he  became  a 
teacher  in  the  public  schools  of  Baird  and  in 
the  spring  of  1894,  following  the  close  of  the 
school,  he  accepted  a clerkship  in  the  mercan- 
tile establishment  of  T.  E.  Powell,  with  w'hom 
lie  remained  until  the  summer  of  1896.  He 
then  again  became  a candidate  for  county  at- 
torney. receiving  the  nomination  at  the  pri- 
maries and  was  elected  in  the  fall  of  that  year. 
.At  the  close  of  his  term  he  w'as  offered  the 
nomination  of  county  Judge  and  was  duly 
elected  to  that  position  in  the  fall  of  1898.  He 
served  as  iudge  of  the  county  for  four  terms, 
ha\  ing  been  re-elected  in  1900  and  in  the  fall 
of  1902  he  was  again  a candidate  for  nomina- 
tion but  was  defeated.  Since  that  time  he  has 
devoted  his  attention  to  the  general  practice  of 
law  and  is  accorded  a liberal  clientage,  his  law 
Vnisiness  i>eing  of  a distinctively  representative 
character,  so  that  he  is  connected  with  the 
most  important  litigation  tried  in  the  courts  of 
his  di.strict.  In  the  spring  of  KP4  he  was  once 
more  called  to  public  office,  being  elected 
mavor  of  Baird,  in  which  position  be  i.s  norv 
serving,  giving  a public  S])irited  administra- 
tion that  is  diaracterized  by  the  same  fidelity 
and  interest  wliicb  he  displays  in  his  private 
luisiness  affairs. 


J.  II.  MATTHE\\’S 
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On  the  1 2th  of  April,  Mr.  Ru.s.sel]  was 

united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Katie  Siirles,  a 
daughter  of  John  Surles,  one  of  the  earh'*  set- 
tlers of  Callahan  county.  In  tlieir  family  are 
three  children:  Olbern,  Wendell  and  Ben- 

jamin. 

Judge  Russell  i.s  a member  of  the  Mastmic 
fraternity,  belonging  to  Baird  chapter  No.  182, 
and  also  to  Baird  lodge  No,  47.  K.  of  P.,  in 
which  he  has  filled  all  of  the  chairs.  He  i.s  novy 
district  deputy  grand  master  of  the  Masonic 
order  for  the  state  of  Texas,  and  likewise  district 
deputy  for  the  Knights  of  Pythias.  He  belong*? 
to  that  class  of  men  known  as  self  made,  being 
compelled  in  his  younger  years  through  force  of 
circumstance  to  carTC  out  his  own  success,  and 
he  accomplished  it  in  spite  of  disadvantages  and 
unfavorable  enHronment.  He  has,  how-ever, 
steadily  worked  his  way  upward,  winning  a posi- 
tion of  prominence  scarcely  excelled  by  one  of 
his  age.  In  the  performance  of  his  public  duties 
he  has  been  guided  by  a sense  of  justice  and 
right  and  extensive  knowledge  on  legal  matters, 
and  he  has  therefore  discharged  his  duties  with 
credit  to  himself  and  to  the  satisfaction  of  all 
concerned.  He  is  a gentleman  of  pleasing  per- 
sonality-, of  tact  and  excellent  busine.ss  qualifica- 
tions and  undoubtedly  a broad  field  of  useful- 
ness and  success  lies  before  him. 

JOHN  HILL  MATTHEWS.  A just  tribute 
to  those  whose  lives  have  been  inseparably  con- 
nected with  substantial  development  of  a com- 
munity and  the  noontime  of  whose  careers  has 
been  reached  in  the  complex  service  of  man  and 
his  municipality  prompts  u.s  to  a per.sonal  refer- 
ence, the  subject  of  which  forms  a centerpiece 
in  the  beautiful  ci\-il  and  commercial  mosaic, 
set  in  Bowie’s  domestic  escutcheon.  It  is  our 
privilege,  in  this  instance,  to  take  up  only  one 
of  these  settings,  for  it  marks  plainly  a character 
forming  one  of  the  main  supports  to  the  town  in 
its  march  from  hamlet  to  city  and  from  an  infant 
villiige  to  a strong  and  vigorous  rural  metropolis. 

John  H.  Matthews,  as  events  have  shown, 
has  been  a iKJsilive  force,  a tower  of  strengtli 
and  a shining  light  in  Bowie’s  urban  develop- 
ment and  to  its  achievement  as  an  important 
trade  center  he  has  given,  unstintedly,  of  his 
energy,  his  money  and  his  time.  Becoming 
identified  with  it,  as  he  did,  when  it  was  a vigor- 
ous infant,  in  1882,  he  has  been  one  of  its  con- 
stant attendants  and  wise  fashioners  until  in  its 
full  majority  it  presents  a healthy,  growing 
corporation  and  bids  defiance  to  all  rivals. 

While  not  a native  Texan  Mr.  Matthews  has 


been  a resident  of  the  state  since  1871,  at  which 
date  his  parents  settled  on  a farm,  and  amid 
rural  surroundings  he  grew  up.  The  accumula- 
tion of  wealth  was  not  one  of  the  family 
peculiarities  and  our  subject  faced  the  world  at 
the  age  of  .“.seventeen  with  little  learning,  poor 
in  body  and  poor  in  purse.  He  was  bent  on 
winning  bis  way  in  the  world  and  it  is  strange 
that  the  first  permanent  po.sition  w-hich  he 
secured  was  with  a company-  yy-hose  influence 
so  markedly  sliaped  the  course  of  his  life  and 
guided  it  into  channels  of  usefulness.  From 
his  Grayson  county  h>-me  he  went  to  Gaines- 
ville, in  1879,  and  apiilied  there  to  the  lumber 
firm  of  Lyon  N-  Griblde  for  y\ork.  He  was 
hired  and  made  wagon  man,  lumber  piler  and 
all-round  yard  helper, and  at  once  felt,  no  doubt, 
that  his  star  of  empire  yvas  about  to  rise.  He 
had  so  applied  himself  and  mastered  the  essen- 
tial details  of  the  business  that  when  the  com- 
pany cstabli.shcd  its  yard  in  Bowie  he  was 
placed  in  charge  of  it.  From  1882  to  1890  he 
made  his  emplo3-ers’  interest  his  own  and  was 
reyvarded  the  latter  j-ear  In-  being  taken  into  the 
firm  and  Lyon  and  Matthews  then  began  doing 
business  in  Royvie.  In  tpoo  this  partnership 
decided  to  go  into  the  hardware  and  implement 
business,  as  it  is  broadly  understood  in  Texas, 
and  the  business  of  Lillard  & Companj-  in 
Bowie  yvas  purchased  and  this,  w-ith  its  various 
enlargement.s  and  extensions,  has  come  to  be 
the  most  extensive  and  important  mercantile 
house  in  the  city.  Branch  lumber  yards  hay-e 
been  established  in  Bellevue,  Texas,  and  Ho- 
bart, Oklahoma,  and  in  the  latter  city  a branch 
of  their  mercantile  hou.se  was  also  founded. 

Forsythe  county.  North  Carolina,  was  Mr. 
Matthews’  native  place  and  his  birth  occurred 
June  II,  18(11.  .\s  an  actiy-e  business  man,  in 

earh-  life,  his  father,  James  E.  Matthews,  was 
a merchant.  The  latter  was  born  in  Henry 
county,  Virginia,  in  18;!U.  and  accompanied  his 
parents  into  North  Carolina  in  boyhood.  He 
grew  up  in  the  latter  state  where  he  aetjuired  a 
fair  education  in  the  cf'rnmon  schools.  His 
father,  W illiarn  Maltliews,  was  a farmer  and 
saw  mill  and  grist  mill  man  who  died  at  about 
fifty--six  y-cars  of  age.  and  hi.s  mother  was  a 
Miss  Staples  wdio  pas.sed  awa\-  after  rearing  a 
large  family  of  children. 

In  early  life  Janie.s  E.  ^Matthews  got  into  poli- 
tics, being  elected  to  the  loyver  house  of  the 
North  Carolina  legislature,  as  a W’hig,  before 
he  was  twenty-one  y-ears  old.  He  entered 
mercantile  pursuits  in  the  tow  n of  Stokesburg, 
but  retired  from  it  before  the  outbreak  of  the 
rebellion.  During  the  war  he  was  a colonel  of 
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a Confederate  regiment  and  was  in  the  service 
throughout  the  struggle. 

The  issues  of  the  war  and  its  results  changed 
his  political  views  and  he  became  a Democrat 
and  as  such  was  elected  to  the  state  senate  of 
North  Carolina.  He  was  repeatedly  returned 
to  the  senate,  a fact  of  sufficient  moment  to 
insure  us  of  his  reliability  and  usefulness  as  a 
legislator.  When  he  came  to  Texas  he  soon  got 
into  politics  and  was  elected  from  Grayson 
county  to  the  popular  branch  of  the  Texas 
legislature,  where  he  served  two  terms. 

In  1853  James  E.  Matthew's  and  Miss  Susan 
Cole  were  married.  Mrs.  Matthews  resides 
with  her  son  in  Bowie,  while  her  husband 
passed  away  January  1«3,  1894.  He  was  a Ma- 
son and  an  Odd  Fellow  and  member  of  the  Meth- 
odist church.  Of  their  many  children  George 
W.,  of  Temple,  Texas,  was  the  oldest;  then 
James  F.,  of  El  Reno,  Oklahoma;  Robert  F.,  of 
Graj^son  county;  John  H.,  our  subject;  Chris- 
topher C.,  of  Kansas  City,  Missouri ; Mrs.  E.  K. 
Flenor,  of  El  Reno ; Mrs.  Ida  Adkinson.  of 
Grayson  county;  Airs.  Ella  M.  Wilson,  of  Dye 
Mound,  Texas;  Walter  R.,  of  Bowie,  and 
Thomas  J.,  of  Montague  county. 

Alay  7,  1883,  John  H.  Matthews  and  Miss 
Mary  Lucia  Hubbard  were  married  in  Bowie. 
Mrs.  Matthews  was  a daughter  of  Dr.  Socrates 
Hubbard,  a New  York  man  who,  some  years 
later,  took  his  family  to  California  and  at  Pasa- 
dena himself  passed  away.  Airs.  Hubbard  was 
a Snowden  and  of  her  six  children  Airs.  Alat- 
thews  w’as  her  only  daughter,  and  was  born  at 
Quincy,  Illinois,  in  1861.  September  26,  1904, 
Mrs.  ATatthews  died,  leaving  two  surviving, 
Robert  Leslie  and  Erminic,  a son  and  a 
daughter. 

Air.  Alatthews’  identity  with  Bowie  dates 
from  its  inception.  lie  was  one  of  its  organizers 
and  held  some  position  in  the  city  government 
for  si.xlcen  years.  He  was  mayor  for  ten  years 
and  actively  promoted  its  waterworks,  school 
houses,  etc,,  and  held  out  a welcome  hand  to 
evetytliing  calculated  to  benefit  and  further  the 
welfare  of  the  town.  He  donated  a year's  time 
and  a few  thousand  dollars  in  cash  as  a mem- 
ber of  the  committee  selected  by  the  corpora- 
tion to  visit  Topeka,  Kansas,  in  the  interest  of 
securing  the  Rock  Island  railroad  for  Bowie. 
He  is  a Royal  Arch  and  Knight  Templar  Ala- 
son,  served  long  as  master  of  the  lodge  and  as 
high  priest  of  the  chapter  and  has  several  times 
attended  the  State  Grand  Lodge  as  a delegate. 
He  is  an  Odd  Fellow  and  a Pythian  Knight, 
and  a Alethodist.  For  twenty  years  he  has  been 
superintendent  of  the  Sabbath  school  and  is 


steward  and  district  steward  of  the  church  and 
was  a delegate  to  the  Alethodist  General  Con- 
ference at  Richmond,  Virginia,  in  1886. 

REV.  CHARLES  E.  BROWN,  pastor  of  the 
First  Alethodist  church  of  Cleburne,  Texas,  was 
born  in  Alacon,  Georgia,  in  1848,  son  of  John  T. 
and  Alar}’-  (^Ousley)  Brown,  both  of  whom  were 
descended  from  distinguished  ancestry. 

John  T.  Brown  was  a life-long  resident  of 
Georgia,  living  at  Alacon  and  at  Cuthbert  in 
Randolph  county,  was  a prominent  and  wealthy 
bu.siness  man  of  great  energy,  and  was  among 
the  first  volunteers  in  the  Confederate  army, 
in  which  he  served  throughout  the  Civil  war. 
He  died  in  Alacon  in  1897.  His  ancestors  came 
to  Georgia  as  early  as  1769.  His  grandmother 
Brown  was  before  her  marriage  a Ali.ss  Talli- 
ferro,  a member  of  the  noted  Georgia  family  of 
that  name.  Governor  James  A.  Smith,  of 
Georgia,  married  a sister  of  John  T.  Brown. 

The  motlier  of  Charles  E,  Browm  died  in 
Alacon  in  1905.  She  received  a classical  educa- 
tion at  Barnesville  (S.  C.)  College  and  at  Salem 
College,  and  was  a most  estimable  woman,  loved 
by  all  who  knew  her.  Her  people,  the  Ousleys, 
trace  their  ancestry  back  to  an  ancient  Shrop- 
shire (England)  family,  of  which  Sir  Richard 
Ousley  wa.s  a member.  The  American  founder 
of  the  family  wa.s  Thomas  Ousley,  who  landed 
in  Virginia  previous  to  the  year  1700,  and  lo- 
cated in  Stafford  county,  where  he  subsequently 
became  known  as  Alajor  Ousley  on  account  of 
his  rank  in  the  militia.  His  sons,  John,  Thomas 
and  Jonathan  Ousley,  were  soldiers  in  the  Revo- 
lutionary war.  Robert  Ousley,  the  great-grand- 
father of  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  came  from 
Virginia  to  Georgia,  and  his  sou,  Newdigate 
Ousley,  our  subject’s  grandfather,  married  Sallie 
Flournoy  Davis,  of  the  family  from  which  Jeffer- 
son Davis  sprang.  Newdigate  Ousley  built  the 
first  brick  warehouse  in  Alacon,  was  the  founder 
of  the  firm  of  Ousley  & Son,  and  was  for  many 
years  a prominent  cotton  merchant  in  that  city. 

Charles  E.  Brown  was  reared  chiefly  in  Cutli- 
bert.  He  attended  school  at  the  Georgia  Alili- 
tary  Institute,  Alarietta.  and  was  a cadet  there 
when,  at  the  age  of  fifteen  years,  in  1863,  he  en- 
tered the  war  as  a member  of  the  Georgia 
Cadets,  State  troops,  in  the  battalion  commanded 
by  A'lajor  Capers,  who  was  commandant  of  the 
Georgia  Alilitary  Institute.  Air.  Brown’s  ser- 
vices lasted  until  the  close  of  the  war.  principally' 
in  Georgia  and  Tennessee,  and  among  the  en- 
gagements in  which  he  participated  were  the 
siege  of  Savannah  and  the  siege  and  battle  of 
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Atlanta.  After  the  war  he  turned  his  attention 
to  mercantile  pursuits  in  Cuthbert,  which  he 
followed  for  a time.  Since  early  boyhood  he  had. 
been  a member  of  the  .Methodist  church  and. 
desiring  to  enter  the  ministry,  he  studied  to  that 
end,  and  was  admitted  as  a preacher  of  'the 
Georgia  Conference  at  Albany  in  1868.  His  first 
charge  teas  Morgan  Circuit,  Calhoun  county,  on 
which  he  was  engaged  two  years,  and  from 
whence  he  went  to  Thomas  county,  where  he 
spent  another  two  yeans.  In  1872  h.e  was  trans- 
ferred to  Texas,  joined  the  Northwest  Texas 
Conference  and  was  a.s.signed  to  charges  at  Cal- 
vert and  Hearne.  During  the  terrible  yellow 
fever  epidemic  of  1873  he  wws  the  only  minister 
that  remained  at  Culvert,  and  was  a victim  of 
the  fever.  Since  then  he  has  held  some  of  the 
most  important  charges  in  the  Northwest  Texas 
Conference,  such  as  Abilene,  Browmw'ood  aud 
Cleburne.  He  was  pastor  of  the  church  at  Wax- 
ahachie  for  four  years,  also  for  years  was  presid- 
ing elder  of  the  W axahachie  District.  In 
1902  he  was  assigned  to  First  Church, 
Cleburne,  one  of  the  strong  churches  of 
the  state,  witli  a membership  of  one  thou- 
sand, and  owning  and  occupying  a fine 
church  edifice.  Here,  as  elsewhere  in  his  labors, 
Mr.  Brown  has  met  with  signal  success,  both  in 
his  ministerial  work  and  in  the  management  of 
church  business  affairs.  He  is  interested  in  the 
movement  for  providing  homes  for  superan- 
nuated ministers,  and  is  active  in  the  tvork  of  the 
board  organized  for  that  purpose.. 

At  this  writing  Mr.  Brown  is  building  a beau- 
tiful home  about  four  miles  east  of  Fort  Worth, 
on  the  Interurban  Railway,  which  will  be  his 
permanent  home  when  he  retires  from  the  active 
work  of  the  ministry.  He  was  married,  at 
Americus,  Georgia,  to  Miss  I.ou  Elam,  and  they 
have  three  children;  J.  T.,  Charles  E.,  Jr.,  and 
Mary,  wife  of  Royal  A.  h'erris,  a prominent  and 
wealthy  business  man  and  banker  of  Dallas. 
Fraternally  Mr.  Brown  is  a Knight  of  Pythias. 

MTLLIAM  OLDHA]\I  MOBERLEY  was 
one  of  the  first  men  to  take  part  of  the  range 
land  at  the  present  town  of  Iowa  Park  and  turn 
it  into  a beautiful,  fertile  and  profitable  farm. 
Iowa  Park  is  now  one  of  the  growing  and  pros- 
perous towns  of  North  Texas,  with  all  the  rich 
territory  around,  through  development  and  good 
farm  management,  contributing  its  wealth  to 
this  center,  and  it  is  difficult  to  realize  that  less 
than  fifteen  years  ago  the  region  was  almost  un- 
inhabited range  and  only  at  the  beginning  of 
its  era  of  progress  and  upbuilding.  Mr.  Mober- 


ley  is  I'oe  of  those  who  have  [)ersevcred  through 
several  discouraging  sea.sons,  placing  his  judg- 
ment in  the  fertility  of  the  soil  agatn.st  droughts 
and  Ollier  evils  that  beset  the  agriculturist,  and 
he  has  been  .-uccessful  to  a high,  degree  and  is 
owner  of  .as  line  a farm  a.s  any  in  the  neighbor- 
hood. He  is  an  industrious,  iiublic-.spirited  and 
popular  citizen,  is  a veteran  of  the  rebellion,  hav- 
ing fought  throughout  the  war,  and  has  made 
him.self  useful  in  all  relatkms  of  life. 

lie  wa.s  born  in  Howard  county,  Mi.ssouri,  in 
1838.  His  parents  were  Ichabod  and  Elizabeth 
( (.ildham)  Aloberley.  His  father  was  born  near 
Richmond,  kladison  county,  Kentucky,  and  was 
one  of  the  early  settlers  of  Howard  county,  I\Iis- 
S'Miri.  In  1840,  '.vhen  ^Viilia^l  O.  svas  two  years 
old,  he  left  there  and  went  to  Talladega  county, 
Alabama,  where  he  continued  to  make  his  home 
until  his  death,  in  1882.  He  was  a farmer  by 
occupation. 

Air.  Alobcrley  lost  his  niotlier  in  1S55.  He 
was  reared  on  his  father’s  farm,  and  when  the 
war  came  on  he  vras  living  in  Talladega  county, 
and  from  tliere  enlisted,  in  1862,  in  a battalion  of 
cavalry  which  later  became  a part  of  what  was 
known  a.s  the  Eighth  Confederate  Battalion,  so 
called  because  composed  of  cavalrymen  from  a 
number  of  different  southern  states,  who  met  in 
Alabama  and  organized.  This  battalion  tvas  in 
General  Joe  Wheeler’s  divi.sion  and  General 
Martin’s  brigatle  and  Colonel  Prather,  now  of 
Atlanta.  Georgia,  was  one  of  their  gallant  offi- 
cers. Mr.  Moberley  was  in  the  fighting  at  Cor- 
inth, also  at  Blackland  and  a number  of  other 
places  in  Ali.ssissippi,  and  then  followed  Bragg 
into  Kentucky,  whence  they  had  to  fight  all  the 
way  back  into  Tennessee;  later  at  the  battles  of 
Murfreesboro,  -Shelbyville,  Cbickamauga.  This 
cavalry'  battalion  was  engaged  mo.stly  in  danger- 
ous scouting  duties,  and  were  sent  all  over  the 
conflicting  places  of  the  south.  Air,  Aloberley 
came  out  of  the  army  on  his  birthday  in  May', 
1865,  and  like  so  many  of  the  brave  southrons 
who  fought  for  the  lost  cause  he  returned  to  his 
home  in  Talladega  county  and  took  up  the  bur- 
dens of  civil  life,  continuing  the  farming  career 
which  had  been  broken  into  by  war.  There  were 
three  other  boys  in  the  family  who  had  been  in 
the  Confederate  service,  .and  they  all  returned 
home. 

In  1872  Mr.  Aloberley  moved  from  Alabama 
to  Alilam  county,  Texas,  and  for  the  following 
six  years  was  engaged  in  farming  near  Alays- 
field:  his  next  loc.'ition  was  oil  a farm  six  miles 
south  of  Waco,  in  McLennan  county,  where  he 
lived  about  eight  years.  In  1886  he  came  to 
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\\  icliila  coniit  v , and  on  a tract  of  land  adjninin" 
the  town  of  \\'ichita  Falls  ho  made  one  crop, 
in  the  next  year  he  came  t')  his  present  farm, 
eleven  miles  west  of  Wichita  Falls,  and  the  place 
that  he  selected  adjoins  the  now  beautiful  Wl- 
la"c  of  Iowa  Park,  hut  which  was  not  laid  out 
iiiitii  iRSS.  Mr,  Moherlcv's  was  one  of  the  first 
farms  to  be  located  here,  and  the  land  at  tliat 
lime  was  all  rantje.  His  estate  contprises  four 
liuu'ired  acres,  on  which  he  carries  on  t^cncral 
farmini;  opirations,  and  is  makinof  and  has  niafle 
a Ltood  success, 

Mr.  Moberlev  is  a member  of  the  Presiw  terian 
church.  While  living  in  Alabama  he  was  mar- 
ried tc)  Miss  i\[\rtle  Wils<)n.  who  was  born  and 
reared  in  (ieoi\sj;-ia.  .She  died  at  Iowa  Park.  .May 
(1,  tSoi;.  leaviii"'  two  children,  namely;  \\'iliiam 
t 'unnirijyham  Moberley.  of  Iowa  Park;  and  Mrs. 
Katie  May  (Trite,',  of  Wichita  Falls. 

JUDGE  JOHN  II.  (GLASGOW,  of  Seymour, 
is  a jtojttilar  and  exceedingly  able  legist  in  Bay- 
lor cotinty.  and  hi.'  bu.sines.s  akso  extends  into 
a inimbcr  of  the  sttrrounding  counties.  His  resi- 
dence in  Ncirth  Texas  covers  more  than  a quar- 
ter of  a century,  and  throughout  nearly  all  that 
jtcriod  he  has  been  active  in  the  practice  of  law. 
Judge  Jack  (ilasgow.  which  is  his  well  known 
title  over  a large  territory,  i.s  a born  leader  of 
men  and  a potent  influence  in  afifair.s.  At  the 
unrsel  of  his  career  and  while  struggling  to  ac- 
quire a<hnission  to  the  bar.  he  taught  school,  in 
this  state  and  eksewhere,  and  he  has  in  every 
localiiy  of  his  residence  identified  himself  with 
pLililic  progress  and  activity. 

Judge  (.'ilasgou  was  born  near  Jackson.  Cape 
Girardeau  county,  iMissouri,  in  1S51.  He  was 
a son  of  John  W,  and  IMarv  (JUayes)  Glasgow, 
If  is  father,  who  was  a native  of  .Pennsylvania, 
was  one  of  the  very  early  settlers  of  the  Com- 
ijounise  state,  taking  up  his  residence  in  the 
northwest  j)ortion  at  the  site  of  St,  Joseph  a.s 
early  as  1824,  ^ndy'  three  years  after  the  state 
was  admitted  to  the  I'nion.  He  lived  at  St, 
To.se]ih  a number  of  years,  and  afterward  mo\  ed 
into  the  southeast  part  of  the  state,  in  Cape 
Girardeau  county . For  about  fifteen  y'cars  of 
his  later  life  he  made  his  home  in  Colorado, 
where  he  died  in  1888.  He  was  a tanner  by 
trade.  His  wife  was  born  and  reared  in  IMis- 
'ouri,  and  died  there  in  1804, 

jud.ge  Glasgow  was  reared  in  soutb.easi  IMis- 
'■•iiri,  and  while  .gettin.g  Ids  education  he  taught 
'Clioul  in  Cape  Girardeau  county  and  vicinity. 
He  began  to  wage  the  battle  of  life  on  his  own 
-i.  comn  when  he  was  seventeen.  While  yet  in 


his  teens  he  ha<l  formed  the  definite  purpose  to 
become  a lawy  er.  and  w a.s  reading  law  w hile 
teaching  in  his  native  state.  Wdien  twenty-four 
y ears  of  age,  in  1875,  he  moved  to  Texas,  and 
since  that  year  has  been  thoroughly  identified 
with  the  growth  and  prosperity  of  the  northern 
part  of  the  state.  His  first  location  was  in 

oung  counlv,  when  ihe  countv  seat  of  Graham 
was  a mere  settlement,  of  three  or  four  liouses. 
.Vll  the  country  wa.s  new,  and  mainly  given  over 
to  cattle  range.  It  is  his  credit  that  he  taught 
the  first  school  in  tlic  comity,  with  about  eigh- 
teen pupils,  sijine  of  whom  had  to  come  four 
miles.  At  that  time  none  of  the  counties  west 
or  northwest  of  Young  had  been  organized.  Ylr. 
(jlasgow  tauglit  for  one  term  at  Graham,  and 
then  entered  seriously  upon  the  study  of  law  at 
Graham,  where  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in 
1877.  In  the  meantime  a considerable  influx  of 
settlers,  mainly  cattlemen,  had  occupied  the 
lands  in  the  county,  and  from  the  very  beginning 
nf  his  legal  career  he  had  a good  practice.  In 
the  fall  of  1878  he  was  elected  to  the  office  of 
county  judge,  and  served  two  terms  in  that  posi- 
tion. In  IMav,  1886,  he  moved  somewhat  far- 
ther to  the  northwest  and  made  location  at  Sey- 
mour, which  has  |iroved  his  permanent  home 
and  center  of  activity  to  the  present  time.  His 
large  and  lucrative  jiractiee  extends  over  Bay- 
lor and  also  the  western  counties  of  Haskell, 
Knox,  King.  Dickens.  Cottle  and  others.  He 
is  well  known  all  over  this  region,  and  as  he 
makes  his  legal  trips  through  the  counties  with 
liis  team  and  buggy  he  is  everywhere  welcomed 
ns  a good,  .ttenial,  whole-souled  gentleman  of 
the  true  western  ty  pe.  He  is,  moreover,  a pleas- 
ing public  s])caker,  has  fine  address,  and  as  he 
i>  e.'iiecially  well  verseil  in  Democratic  jKilitics 
he  i.s  iiften  called  npim  for  public  sjK'Cches.  Fra- 
ternally he  is  associated  with  the  Knights  of 
Py  thias  order. 

Judge  Glasgo\\  was  married  in  Colorado 
county , Te.xa.s,  to  IMiss  -Mantie  Cummings,  of 
that  county . They  have  two  children;  Jim 
Jack  Glasgow  is  eleven  years  old,  and  his  sister 
Kittie  Gail  is  six. 

NATHAN  L.  JONE.S.  The  extensive  bnsi- 
iie.ss  interests  of  (Jiianah  and  Hardeman  county 
place  Nathan  L.  Jones  among  the  leaders  in 
industrial  circle.',  and  he  has  achieved  that  suc- 
cess which  is  the  logical  result  of  enterprise, 
systematic  eflFort,  resolute  purpose  and  straight- 
forward methods.  There  are  no  other  qualities 
absolutely  essential  to  development,  and  upon 
t!:e  ladder  of  his  own  building  he  has  climbed 
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to  proiuincnoe  and  prosperity.  Arkansas  claims 
him  as  her  native  son.  for  his  birth  there  oc- 
curred in  Howard  county  in  December,  1856, 
his  parents  being  Samuel  and  Rauliua  ( Ches- 
sire ) Jones.  The  father  was  called  upon  to  lay 
down  his  life  on  the  altar  of  his  countr)-  during 
the  Civil  war,  in  which  he  .served  as  a member 
of  the  Confederate  army,  and  during  his  busines.s 
career  he  was  a farmer  and  cotton  planter.  Ilis 
widow  still  resides  in  .Arkansas. 

On  the  old  home  farm  in  Arkansas  xNathan 
L.  Jones  .spent  the  day's  of  his  boyhood  and 
youth,  and  throughout  the  greater  part  of  his  life 
he  has  been  connected  with  the  cotton  industry. 
In  1886  he  came  to  Texas,  and  is  numbered 
among  the  old  pioneers  of  Hardeman  county. 
On  his  arrival  here  his  possessions  consisted  of 
but  a yoke  of  oxen,  journeying  here  from  Erath 
county,  Te.xas,  in  search  of  a favorable  location 
in  the  northwe.st,  which  was  then  ju.st  beginning 
to  attract  attention  through  the  impending  com- 
pletion of  the  h’ort  Worth  & Denver  Railroad. 
Deciding  to  locate  in  Hardeman  conntv,  he 
erected  a small  house  on  the  present  site  of 
Quanah,  which  place  had  been  started  that  y ear, 
and  secured  school  section  No.  jq2  at  Gypsum. 
For  several  y ears  thereafter  he  was  successfullv 
engaged  in  farming  and  stock-raising,  and  in 
addition  thereto  was  for  three  years  a contractor 
and  builder  in  Ouanah  during  the  boom  days 
here,  during  which  time  he  erected  .several  build- 
ings and  dwellings.  In  181)9  he  sold  his  ranch- 
ing interests  to  embark  in  the  cotton  ginning 
business.  Previous  to  coming  to  this  state  he 
had  been  for  six  years  in  that  industiy  in  Arkan- 
sas, thus  being  thoroughly  familiar  with  the 
business,  and  here  his  interests  have  grown  in 
a gratifyin,g  manner.  It  is  only  within  recent 
y'ears  that  cotton  ginning  has  been  attempted  e.x- 
tensivcK'  as  far  northwest  as  Hardeman  coimt\. 
but  it  is  now  an  important  industry,  and  Mr. 
Jones  is  serving  as  president  of  the  Quanah  Gin 
& Feed  Mill  Company,  which  operates  gins  at 
Ouanah,  Chillicothe  and  Paducah,  the  last 
named’  in  Cottle  county,  Piesides  tliese  owned 
by'  the  companv  Mr.  Jones  has  individuallv  two 
gins  in  Greer  county,  Oklahoma.  In  i8(ji  he 
suffered  the  terrible  misfortune  of  having  bc)th 
legs  cut  off  below  the  knee  by  a railroad  train 
at  A'ernon.  but  re.solution,  faithfulness  and  capa- 
bilitv  triumped  over  this  affliction,  and  to-dav  he 
.stands  facing  the  future  undaunted  and  as  a 
leader  in  the  business,  political  and  social  circles 
of  the  community'. 

He  was  united  in  marriage  to  IMiss  Sarah  ^\nn 
Wliite,  and  they  have  thirteen  children.  In  1894 


he  wa.s  elected  to  the  office  of  county  treasurer, 
to  which  position  he  has  been  reajipointed  at 
each  succeeding  election,  and  at  the  present  time 
i.s  a candidate  for  the  |K.)sitif)n.  He  is  a jtrorni- 
nent  and  worthy  member  of  the  Christian 
church,  in  which  he  has  long  ser\  t il  as  a deacon. 

JAME.S  ALEX.XXDER  MeXUTT.  This 
biographical  skctcli  deals  with  the  history  of 
a fatnily  which  jhoneered  to  the  Gone  Star  state 
about  the  lime  it  laid  aside  the  mantle  of  a re- 
jmhlic  anil  since  1841  its  i ej)ie.sentati\ es  have, 
like  a great  mass  of  thorough-going  Texans, 
been  concerned  with  the  state’s  domestic  de- 
velopment. James  ,A.  AIcXuU,  the  only  surviv- 
or of  the  original  family,  has  serv  ed  his  state 
as  a fanner  and  his  sonthland  as  a soldier  and, 
in  whatever  other  civil  capacity  his  services 
cottld  be  utilized,  he  has  stood  ready  with  thc 
tender. 

In  1881  Air.  AleXutt  settled  on  Briar  cretrk  in 
Aluntagne  county,  bringing  hither  many  cattle, 
his  horses  and  other  property  common  to  the 
farm.  The  quarter  section  of  .state  .school  land 
which  he  purchased,  in  section  ,'!,  possessed  a 
pole  cabin  and  in  this  he  hottsed  his  family  until 
goovl,  comforialile  quarters  were  ]>rovided.  So 
long  as  he  had  free  range  he  was  conspicuous- 
ly in  the  cattle  business,  but  with  the  curtail- 
ment of  this  and  the  final  closing-up  of  the  wild 
lands  he  Inrned  off  his  stock  and  drojiped 
positively  into  the  path  of  agricnltnre.  His 
farm  lies  on  the  Bowie  and  Jacksboro  road  and 
he  has  made  it  one  of  the  desirahle  jdaces  along 
that  highway  . 

Janies  ,X.  MeXutt  was  born  in  l.awrcnce 
county,  -Xlabaina,  June  7.  1831.  William  Alc- 
Xntt  was  Ills  father  and  \\  illiani  AleXutt  was 
his  grandfather.  XX’illiam  McXnit  moved  his 
family'  frt>m  Xorlh  Carolina  into  Alabama  and 
located  near  Deviatur  when  AVilliam  w’as  a boy 
and  there  tlie  latter  was  reared  and  married. 
X\  illiain  AicXntt,  .Sr.,  had  sons,  Davison,  Ham- 
ilton, .Alexander,  anil  W’illiam  and  ri  daughter 
Alary. 

William  AleXult,  Jr.,  married  Fliztibeih,  a 
daughter  of  Samuel  Irvin,  ami  soon  after  the 
iViniilv  came  to  Texa.s  she  died  in  IJishur  comi- 
ty. The  children  of  their  tmion  were;  Alfred, 
who  died  at  Coffeyville,  Alississippi ; Harvey, 
who  passed  away  in  G'pshnr  county,  Texas; 
Samuel,  who  departed  life  in  Lafayette  Cvinn- 
Iv,  Alississijipi ; Janies  A.,  onr  subject, 
and  Hiram,  who  was  killed  in  battle  at 
Bayou  Tesche.  a soldier  in  the  Confederate 
army . 

.Alioiit  Ibl’v'  W illiain  AleXutt  took  his  faniilv 
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into  .\’urih  AIi-.soiiri  v\liere  lie  bought  Ponta- 
tauk  Indian  land,  intending  to  settle,  but  after 
trying  tlie  country  a year  or  so  he  found  tlie 
Vvinttrs  ti)0  severe  and  lie  returned  south  and 
iief'.jre  lie  scttlerl  ag-ain  he  found  himself  nn 
Gregg  County,  Texas.  He  seems  to  have 
been  imdecideel,  or  dissatisfied,  for  a lew  year.s, 
for  he  tried  elilicr's  Prairie  in  Tra\  is  coun- 
t\  and  then  hack  to  Gregg  .tnd.  finally,  to  Tar- 
rant county,  where  he  first  settled  on  the 
’I'ooiiibs  and  Catlett  land,  but  afterward  moved 
into  Dozier  A’aUcy  and  tliere  died  o i his  farm 
in  1.540  at  the  age  of  seventy  years.  A lien  he 
'.veil I into  Tarrant  county,  in  18,53.  Fort  WYirth 
was  only  a military  stronghold  and  there  was 
■;>nl_v  one  farmhouse  along  the  road  between 
there  and  Decatur,  and  by  his  vote  his  son 
Tames  helped  locate  the  county  seat  at  the 
Fort  hefore  the  war. 

James  A.  AIcNutt  learned  little  in  books 
while  growing  up  and  nothing  of  the  world  be- 
yond his  frontier  experiences.  He  had  taken 
his  station  in  life  in  an  humble  way  before  the 
war  but  when  that  contest  came  up  he  joined 
Sildey’s  command  and  helped  take  all  the  west- 
ern military  posts  from  the  Federal  govern- 
ment and  when  he  returned  he  enlisted  in  Capt. 
Moody’s  company,  Steele’s  regiment,  and  saw 
all  his  service  in  the  Trans-Mississippi  Depart- 
ment. lie  hel|)ed  capture  Galveston  and  was 
in  battle  with  Ranks  at  Bayou  Tesche.  Louisi- 
ana. He  fought  at  Pleasant  Hill,  Mansfield, 
Yellow  Bayou  and  Fort  Donelson.  Toward 
the  end  of  the  war  he  was  detailed  to  the  Bra- 
zos river  country  to  impress  mules  into  the 
arniv'  and  was  so  engaged  vv  hen  l.ee  surren- 
dcrcil. 

\l  once  uj'i-.u  shedding  his  uniform  I\Ir.  AIc- 
Nntt  got  down  to  the  busine.ss  of  civil  life.  lie 
bought  ttp  s-ome  wild  cattle,  l^rokc  them  to 
work  and  began  freighting  between  Jefferson 
and  I Lnistcm  and  follow  ed  lliis  with  good  profit 
for  five  years.  He  then  began  farming  and  re- 
mained in  Tarrant  county  until  IS7.5,  when  he 
removed  lo  \\  ise  eonnty  and  inirsued  the  same 
vocation  until  his  final  seitleincni,  in  Mon- 
tagm'  county,  .six  years  later. 

Xovt-nilier  (i,  ISflS.  Mr,  AIcNutt  married,  in 
T,arrant  conniy.  Georgiann,  a daughter  of 
John  and  Elizabeth  rBrown)  Simmon.s,  who 
were  the  parents  of  eight  children.  The  mar- 
riage o.f  Air.  .and  Mrs.  ATcNiitt  was  productive 
of  issue,  a>  folhaw.s:  Robert  Lee.  of  Vernon, 

lexas,  married  Maria  Rogers',  Laura,  wife  oi 
J,  II.  Slone,  and  Aliimie.  wife  of  Amos  Pipkin, 
iii-ith  near  the  family  home,  and  James  Rufus, 
who  yet  adheres  to  the  old  home. 


In  his  course  as  a citizen  Mr.  McNutt  has 
lent  his  active  interest  to  only  those  things 
which  promised  good  results.  I le  has  been  am- 
bitions for  sncces.s  only  a.s  a farmer  and  nothing 
else  has  tempted  him  or  led  him  astray.  He 
has  eliminated  politic.s.  other  than  to  vote  the 
Democratic  ticket,  and  in  his  spiritual  rela- 
tions holds  to  Christianitv  and  his  name  i.s  on 
the  riulls  of  the  Mis.sionary  Baptist  church. 

RUFI'S  K.  STEW' ART.  On  the  roster  of 
Jack  comity’s  officials  appears  the  name  of  Rufus 
K.  Stewart  in  connection  with  the  po.sition  of 
tax  collector.  This  is  an  indication  of  his  jiopu- 
laritv  and  prominence,  and  all  who  know  him 
willingly  accord  him  a leading  place  among  tlte 
esteemed  citizens  of  the  community.  Many 
year.s  of  his  life  has  been  passed  within  its 
borders,  and  has  been  one  of  uniform  honor  in 
Imsine.ss  and  fidelity  in  places  of  tm.st.  He  is 
therefore  deserving  of  menlion  among  the  rep- 
resentative men  of  this  section  of  the  state.  His 
birth  occurred  in  Fayette  county,  Alabama,  in 
1850,  his  parents  being  Charles  and  Alary'  (Phil- 
lips) Stewart,  The  father  was  a nativ'e  of  Ten- 
nessee. but  his  death  occurred  in  Alabama,  to 
which  state  he  had  removed  when  a young  man, 
and  his  hu.siness  career  was  devoted  to  agricul- 
tural jnirsuits.  Airs.  Stewart,  also  a native  of 
Tennessee,  i.s  now  a resident  of  Jack  county. 

Rufus  K.  Stewart  .spent  the  period  of  his  bov'- 
liood  and  youth  on  the  old  home  harm  in  1'cn- 
ne.«;see.  Early  in  tlie  year  1876  he  made  his  vv'ay 
to  fexas.  stopping  for  a short  time  in  Grav'son 
county,  and  thence  continuing  the  journey  to 
Jack  county,  where  he  arrived  in  the  same  year. 
On  his  arriv'a!  here  he  tixik  up  his  abode  in  the 
soulheastern  part  of  the  county,  near  his  present 
home,  and  he  is  now  the  owner  of  a fertile  and 
valuable  farm  of  eighty'  acres  located  twenty 
miles  southea.sl  of  Jacksboro,  which  he  con- 
ducted for  a number  of  years  in  coiineclioti  with 
official  duties.  For  eight  years  Air.  Stewart 
served  Jack  county  a.s  its  deputy  .sherilT,  vvliile 
later  he  was  a[)poiiite<l  deputy  lax  assessor  to  fill 
out  the  unexpired  term  of  R.  C.  Underwood, 
and  following  this,  in  1900.  he  was  elected  to 
that  office,  re-elected  in  1902,  s])ending  in  all 
six  years  in  the  assessor’s  office.  In  November, 
1004,  he  was  elected  to  his  present  position,  that 
of  county  tax  collector,  in  which  he  is  serving 
•with  efficiency  and  ability'. 

Air.  Stewart  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Jo.scphine  Clark,  and  they  have  seven  children : 
Abram  F.,  Airs.  Hattie  Cox,  Airs,  Alinnie  Ship- 
lev,  Kirk.  Norman,  Aland  and  Hugh.  For  some 
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years  past  the  famiiy  home  has  been  in  Jacks- 
boro.  Mr.  Stewart  is  a wortiiy-  member  of  the 
Baptist  church,  and  his  fraternal  affiliations  are 
with  the  Modern  Woodmen  of  America. 

LIOLA  W.  CHASE,  president  of  the  tle- 
burnc  W'atcr,  Ice  & Lighting  Company,  is  a 
man  of  marked  enterprise  and  keen  discernment 
in  business  affairs.  He  has  seemed  to  realize 
at  any'  one  point  of  progress  in  his  business 
career  the  possibilities  for  successful  accompli.sh- 
ment  at  that  point.  He  was  born  at  Canaan, 
Somerset  county,  Maine,  his  parents  being  Ben- 
jamin and  Lavina  (Connor)  Chase.  The  father 
is  a representative  of  the  Chase  family'  that  has 
furnished  so  many  distinguished  and  prominent 
people  to  New  England  and  the  nation,  ipen 
w'ho  have  figured  in  events  which  have  formed 
the  history  of  the  country.  During  his  active 
business  career  Benjamin  Chase  devoted  his  at- 
tention to  farming,  in  which  work  he  prospered, 
so  that  he  is  now  enabled  to  live  retired  in  the 
enjoy'ment  of  well  earned  ease  at  his  home  in 
Pittsfield,  Maine.  His  wife  died  in  the  y'car 
r88o. 

Liola  W.  Chase  spent  his  youth  in  the  usual 
manner  of  farm  lads  of  his  locality'  and  period 
and  divided  his  time  between  the  work  of  the 
fields  and  the  duties  of  the  school  room,  re- 
maining upon  the  home  farm  until  twenty  years 
of  age.  when  he  went  to  Wisconsin,  living  at 
Sheboygan  for  a nnrnbcr  of  years,  and  during 
the  greater  part  of  that  time  was  connected  with 
the  Sheboygan  Alanufacturing  Company'.  In 
1878  he  came  to  Texas  and  established  a sheep 
ranch  in  Bosrjue  county,  where  he  continued  in 
business  for  thirteen  years,  finding  it  a profitable 
industry.  In  1891  he  c:une  to  Cleburne  and 
soon  thereafter  began  the  construction  of  a 
water  works  system  for  the  city,  realizing  the 
great  need  here  for  an  enter])rise  of  that  char- 
acter, for  the  supply  at  that  time  was  too  limited. 
The  plant  was  originally  established  by  Mr. 
Chase  and  a partner,  who  conducted  it  for  about 
four  years.  The  business  grew  rapidly  and  ex- 
tensively' with  the  growtli  of  the  town,  so  it  was 
necessary'  to  enlarge  the  plant  and  for  this  pur- 
pose Mr.  Chase  organized  and  promoted  the  Cle- 
burne IVatcr,  Ice  & Lighting  Company,  procur- 
ing the  assistance  of  eastern  and  local  capital. 
He  retained,  however,  the  greater  part  of  the 
stock  and  was  made  president  of  the  company. 
The  growth  of  its  operations  is  shown  by  the 
fact  that  when  Mr.  Chase  established  the  water 
works  system  there  were  about  three  hundred 
and  fifty'  w'ater  taps,  while  now’  twenty-four  Inm- 


dred  are  in  use.  The  company  supplies  water 
to  the  city  and  to  the  residences,  and  gives  gen- 
eral satisfaction  to  its  many  patrons,  as  is  evi- 
denced by  the  kindly  commendation  expressed 
by  the  citizens  in  gener.al.  In  fact  the  business 
has  added  greatly  to  the  growth  and  reputation 
of  Cleburne  as  an  eiuerjtrising,  up-ti>-date  city. 
The  plant  is  tliorougldy  modern  in  every  respect 
and  improvements  are  constantly  being  made  to 
keep  pace  with  the  grcwvih  of  the  city',  and  with 
new  developments  in  methods  of  building  and 
conducting  water  works.  Mr.  Chase  has  been 
signally  successful  in  the  conduct  of  this  busi- 
ness and  he  has  an  aide  superintendent  in  R.  J. 
Corson,  who  is  also  secretary  and  treasurer  of 
the  company.  Since  establishing  the  local  water 
w’orks  Mr.  Chase  has  also  organized  and  is  one 
of  the  large  stockhohiers  in  three  other  exten- 
sive plants  of  this  character  in  Texas,  including 
the  Tay’lor  (Texas  Water  Company'),  the  Clar- 
endon Water,  Light  & Power  Comjtany,  and  the 
Amarillo  Water,  Light  & Power  Company, 

Mr.  Chase  w’as  married  in  Wisconsin  to  Miss 
Effa  S.  Goodwdn,  a native  of  Maine,  and  they 
have  one  son,  Arthur  L.  Chase,  who  is  manager 
of  the  W'ater  works  plant  at  Amarillo.  Keen  dis- 
cernment that  has  enabled  him  to  recognize  and 
utilize  a business  opportunity,  combined  with 
laudable  ambition  and  sound  judgment  have 
been  the  strong  and  forceful  factors  in  the  suc- 
cessful career  of  Mr.  Chase,  now  numbered  w'ith 
the  representative  citizens  of  Cleburne,  where  he 
is  also  held  in  high  esteem  because  of  his  per- 
sonal worth. 

CAPTAIN  ROBERT  D.  GOREE,  of  Sey- 
mour, Bavlor  county,  has  for  a number  of  years 
been  a foremost  figure  in  promoting  the  settle- 
ment and  development  to  agricultural  purposes 
the  lands  lying  in  this  part  of  Texas,  especially 
the  fine  tracts  in  Knox  county  in  the.  Brazos 
valley.  His  success  in  this  matter  is  a cause  of 
congratulation  for  himself,  but  is  yet  more  a 
source  of  inestimable  wealth  and  permanent  up- 
building to  this  portion  of  the  state.  On  land 
the  settling  up  of  which  Mr.  Goree  promoted 
will  to-day  be  found  some  of  the  thriftiest  and 
most  substantial  and  industrious  farmers  and 
citizens  of  any  part  of  the  Union,  and  . they  are 
the  foundation  upon  which  will  be  built  an  en- 
during and  wealthy'  c<)nimunity. 

Captain  Goree  is  himself  one  of  the  oldest 
residents  of  the  Lone  Star  state,  having  come 
here  when  he  was  a boy,  over  fifty  years  ago. 
He  was  born  in  Perry  county,  Alabama,  in  1840, 
and  conies  of  a family  prominent  in  the  profes- 
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sions  ami  iiKlu.siiie.',  aiul  noted  for  the  intellect- 
ual vigor  and  character  of  its  rneinljers.  JIi« 
father,  Dr.  Lankston  Goree,  was-  of  French 
Hugucnoi  ancestry  and  v\as  born  in  South  Caro- 
lina. He  uas  a physician  of  high  standing  and 
of  Irroad  profes.siuna!  attainments.  He  brought 
his  family  to  Texas  in  1850,  located  at  Hunts- 
ville, where  his  death  occurred  three  years  later. 
Captain  Goree'.'  mother,  Sarah  (Kittrell)  Goree, 
was  in  many  ways  a very  remarkable  woman, 
with  rare  development  and  harmony  of  the  pow- 
ers of  heart  and  mind.  She  was  a native  of 
North  ('arolina  ami  of  one  cjf  the  old  farnilie.s  of 
that  cejmnieinwcallh,  her  father  being  a wealthy 
planter.  She,  as  di<l  also  her  brothers  and 
sisters,  received  a college  education.  Her  fam- 
ily is  still  represented  in  the  state  of  Texas  by 
her  nephew , Dr.  Kittrell.  of  Houston,  who  stands 
high  in  his  profession.  She  possessed  intellect- 
ual powers  of  a high  order,  and  was  a contribu- 
tor to  the  Dallas  "News'’  for  many  years;  in 
fact,  almost  to  the  time  of  her  death,  wliich  oc- 
curred in  May.  i‘K>y.  when  she  was  ninetv-seven 
years  old. 

.Niter  the  family  home  was  moved  to  Texas 
Captain  Goree  was  reareil  mainly  in  Madisttn 
county.  He  received  his  advanced  education 
in  the  okl  I’atlor  Cniversity.  w hich  at  the  time 
w-as  located  at  Independence  in  Washington 
cc)unt}'.  flere  he  drew  inspiration  from  its  fa- 
mous old  president,  the  late  Dr.  Ibirleson,  who 
in  his  time  was  one  of  the  most  noted  educators 
of  the  smith.  .Vfter  leaving  college  Captain 
Goree  turned  his  attention  to  farming  along  the 
San  Jacinto  river,  in  Polk  county.  He  was  jtist 
of  age  when  the  war  came  on,  and  in  i8tc  he 
enlisted  in  Madison  c<nmty  in  the  quartermas- 
ter's deiiarlmeril,  belonging  to  t'a])tain  (iettrge 
H.  Forrest's  company,  ihe  battalion  of  Colonel 
ITibcrl  S.  Gonld,  and  Retnold's  brigade  and 
V\'alker’s  division  of  the  Trans-Mis.sissipiti  de- 
partntent.  His  service  as  a Confederate  soldier 
vvas  in  Te.xas,  .\rkan,sas  and  Louisiana,  and  he 
was  at  the  battles  tu'  J’leasaiit  Hill  and  [Mans- 
field in  Louisiana  and  in  many  --kirmishes.  He 
saw  mncli  haril  soldiering  west  of  tbe  Mississippi 
river,  anij  remained  with  the  army  until  the  close 
of  the  war,  being  mustered  out  at  Hempstead. 
Fexas,  ill  18(15. 

1 roivi  the  field  of  war  he  returned  to  Ids  farin 
in  [Madison  couni\ , and  lived  there  and  in  Hous- 
ton conniy  until  1882.  In  that  year  he  came 
to  Ni-rthvvest  Te.xas  and  through  the  cattle  busi- 
ness became  ac(iuainted  with  the  land  of  Knox 
county  at  first  hand.  .Vt  the  lime  the  country 
wa.s  all  range,  with  no  fanning  and  verv  few 


settlements — where  the  cow  bu_\  w as  king  and 
the  (utly  wealth  in  the  cattle  that  grazed  the 
boumlle.ss  plains.  After  a few  years'  experience 
in  ll;c  cattle  industry  he  became  convinced  that 
it  was  time  to  open  up  the  land  to  agricultural 
entcriirise,  and  he  has  ever  since  given  most  of 
his  attention  to  real  estate  and  colonization  of 
this  portion  of  Texas.  He  lent  his  efforts  to- 
ward securing  migration  from  the  older  states 
into  Knox  county  and  the  .settling  up  of  the 
vacant  lands  w ith  thrifty  farmers.  He  had  good 
success  in  these  endeavcirs,  the  most  noteworthy 
undertaking  being  tbe  Rhineland  cokmy  of  Ger- 
mans in  Knox  county,  who  were  brought  there 
hy  GajUain  Goree.  and  who  have  without  excep- 
tion ilone  well  in  farming.  The  country  around 
the  village  of  Goree  is  similarly  settled,  and 
through  such  efforts  the  Brazos  vallev  lands 
have  been  changed  from  grazing  tC)  agricultural 
tracts  aiul  the  jxipnlation  permanently  increased. 
Captain  Goree's  real  estate  and  business  inter- 
ests still  lie  in  Knox  county,  but  since  1897  his 
hi  line  has  been  in  Seymour,  of  whicli  cilj  he  is 
a greatly  esteemed  citizen. 

([aptain  Goree  was  married  in  Harris  county, 
Texas,  to  Miss  Frances  Campbell,  a grand- 
daughter of  Governor  John  Clark  of  Georgia. 
They  have  six  children.  R,  Campbell  Goree  is 
in  the  lumber  business  in  Oklahoma;  Miss  Ann 
Clark  Goree ; Bryant  Kittrell  Goree  is  a lawyer, 
of  the  firm  of  Lee  & Goree  at  Fort  \Vorth ; 
Rtibert  Gould  Goree  is  in  the  oil  business  in 
California : and  the  two  daugluers,  [Misses  Eddie 
Sue  and  Frances  Lankston. 

JC)HN  M.  STALLINGS.  We  introduce,  as 
the  snltject  of  this  article,  one  of  the  prominent 
horticulturists  of  Montague  county  and  a gentle- 
man whii  has  been  conspicuously  active  in  pro- 
moting the  fruit-growing  iiuliistry  in  the  com- 
iniinitv  adjacent  to  the  city  of  I’owic  for  a num- 
ber of  years.  His  originality  and  his  independ- 
ent research  have  led  him  into  the  field  of  ex- 
jicrimeiU  with  the  result  that  the  possibilities  of 
development  in  some  fruits  arc  much  better  un- 
iler.'lood  and  appreciated,  and  his  vocation  the 
more  intelligently  prosecuted. 

Coosa  countv,  .\labama,  was  the  birthplace  of 
John  M.  Stalling's,  and  the  dale  was  the  ytli  of 
June,  1846.  llis  father,  jeptha  (L  Stallings, 
was  horn  in  the  state  of  Georgia,  in  1816.  and 
the  latter's  father  is  mentioned  in  the  notice  of 
James  T,  Stallings,  recorded  elsewhere  in  this 
work.  Jenlha  Stallings  was  a fanner's  son,  and 
devoted  himself  to  that  vocation  till  death.  In 
1840,  he  settled  in  Lincoln  Parish,  Louisiana, 
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anil  prospered  ihc-re  prior  to  the  war.  He  be- 
lieved in  slavery,  owned  them  himself  and  com- 
batted their  liberation  with  all  the  wheiiicnce 
and  energy  he  pos.sessed.  He  bought  negroes 
almost  to  the  close  of  the  war,  and  sold  them 
also,  and  accepted  Confederate  money  for  his 
property  to  the  ver}'  last.  The  crop  of  cotton 
of  1864  was  exchanged  for  the  worthle.ss  scrip 
of  the  defeated  government,  and  he  delivered 
it  according  to  contract,  even  after  the  crash 
came.  In  1865  he  came  to  Texas,  and  settled 
in  Denton  county,  when  he  recouped,  to  some, 
extent,  his  former  losses  and  passed  the  last 
years  of  his  life. 

In  Bowie,  Montague  county,  Texas.  Jeptha 
G.  Stallings  married  Miss  Fannie  King,  a daugh- 
ter of  T.  K.  King  of  .\labama.  His  second  mar- 
riage tvas  to  Miss  B.  L.  Sherrard,  of  Txniisiana, 
daughter  of  Right  Sherrard.  His  wife  bore  him 
ten  children,  of  whom  John  Me.  was  the  fifth. 
Jeptha  G.  Stallings  died  on  the  Slh  of  Decem- 
ber, 1902.  and  Ids  wife  departed  tliis  life  in  Jack- 
sou  Parish,  Louisiana,  in  185b. 

The  poor  school  privileges  of  his  lime  pre- 
vented John  M.  Stallings  from  acquiring  more 
than  the  rudiments  of  an  education  prior  to  the 
war.  When  he  should  have  been  in  school  he 
was  in  the  army  fighting  the  battles  of  the  Con- 
federacy, and  tvhen  that  fratricidal  strife  was 
over  the  serious  affairs  of  civil  life  were  at  hand. 
In  1862  he  joined  Captain  Kidd's  Comjtany, 
Second  Louisiana  Battalion,  General  Taylor's 
command.  After  the  battle  of  Frankdin,  Louisi- 
ana, he  was  put  on  the  detail  to  take  some  pris- 
oners to  Tyler.  Texas,  and  there  he  was  detailed 
on  the  Provost  Guard  to  watch  the  magazine  at 
Marshall.  He  joined  Captain  Hick’s  Independ- 
ent Company,  General  Price's  command,  of 
Arkansas  troops,  and  for  a time  he  was  made 
a courier  for  the  army.  He  suffered  another  de- 
tail, later,  this  time  to  guard  the  farms  along 
White  river  against  the  incursions  of  the  enemy’. 
He  passed  through  the  service  without  injury, 
save  a slight  one  received  while  ‘‘mowing 
brush”  during  a warm  little  engagement  in 
Arkansas,  and  surrendered,  with  his  company, 
near  Pine  Bluff  a few  days  after  the  affair  at  Ap- 
pomattox, 

Following  the  termination  of  the  war  Mr. 
Stallings  spent  three  months  in  school,  then 
married  and  began  life  in  earnest.  He  and  his 
wife  started  their  career  w'ith  one  horse  and  a 
piece  of  timber  land  which  she  inherited  froni 
her  father,  and  though  he  was  reckoned  a farmer 
through  all  the'  years  he  remained  in  the  state, 
he  did  very  little  of  it  himself.  In  March,  1893. 


be  came  to  Tcxa.s  and  .settled  in  Denton  county, 
wlicrc  he  still  owns  a farm.  He  engaged  in  the 
blooded  liog  and  Jersey  cattle  industries  there, 
and  was  connected  with  the  busines.s  until  his  ad- 
vent to  Montague  enunty,  even  brin.ging  some 
of  his  fine  Jerseys  hither  with  him  when  he  came 
to  Bowie,  where  he  has  always  resided.  He  be- 
came identified  with  the  growing  of  fruit  and  in 
gardening,  and  has  planted  out  several  small 
plots  in  tlie  suburbs  (if  the  city  to  fruit.  He  is 
a member  of  the  Bowie  Fruit  Growers'  As.ssicia- 
tion,  is  its  chairman  and  its  .shipjjiiig  agent  for 
np5.  afsii  the  organizers  of  the  Cotton  (irowers* 
Association  for  liis  district. 

December  28.  18G5,  Mr.  Stallings  was  united 
in  marriage  with  i\Ii.ss  Mary  J.  i\Iay.  a ilaughter 
of  Jolm  and  Elizabelli  (Gri.sliani)  Ivlay,  who 
pa.ssed  their  lives  in  Louisiana,  and  were  the 
parents  of ; Fannie  K.,  who  married  J.  G.  Huey, 
and  dic'l  in  Louisiana:  William  II.  II.,  who  died 
in  i8<yi ; Mary  J.,  born  November  24.  1848:  Win- 
field S.,  of  Riiston,  Lottisiana;  Jolin  T.,  uho 
died  in  1862;  Salina,  who  died  in  Soplenibcr, 
1891 : and  Stephen  W,  The  marriage  of  .Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Stallings  was  productive  of  the  following 
children,  viz.;  Lillie  E.,  wife  of  Jaine.s  W,  Tay- 
lor, of  Bowie,  with  issue.  Lillie,  Spurgeon,  Gar- 
mil,  tjland  Bryand.  Mav  and  Jeptha;  James 
William,  who  died  in  Itallas  in  1902.  married 
Lou  Massev  and  left  two  children,  a bov  and 
ffirl.  Percy  Enos  and  John ; Athlcc  May.  wife 
of  Martin  Enright,  of  Omaha,  Neliraska,  lia.s 
three  boys;  .Stephen  Leslie,  bookkeeper  of  tlic 
Cochran-Tresvant  Insurance  Coiniiany,  of  Dal- 
las, married  .Mrs.  Ider  and  the  names  of  her 
children,  two  girls  and  two  boys,  are  Ford.  El- 
mer. Ray  and  Leila;  (iertrude.  wife  of  iM.  <_'. 
Chambcr.s,  of  Demon  county;  Enos  .McL.,  trav- 
eling salesman  for  Sweet,  Orr  & Company,  of 
New  York;  Minnie,  who  married  J.  .M.  Harland, 
of  Bowie,  and  has  two  daughters.  Birney  Lee 
and  Grace;  Chile.  1 lieodorc  E.  and  Percev  com- 
plete the  list  and  remain  with  the  faiiiily  home. 

Mr.  Stallings  became  interested  in  local  poli- 
tics immediately  following  the  reconstruction  of 
the  stale  of  Louisiana,  and  the  voters  of  Lincoln 
county  elected  him  coroner  for  several  years,  or 
until  the  law  required  the  election  of  a physician 
to  the  office,  lie  wa.s  then  ap|)ointed  a deputy 
sheriff  and  scrveil  as  such  a few  years.  Follow- 
ing this  he  w as  connected  w ith  the  CDmmi.ssion- 
ers’  Court  for  .some  years,  and  he  completed  his 
official  life  as  representative  to  the  popular 
branch  of  the  stale  legislature.  In  the  house 
he  was  on  several  committees,  among  them 
charitable  in.stittitions  and  railroads.  He  added 
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his  mite  toward  securing  a reduction  in  railroad 
fares  to  three  cents  a mile  and  supported  to 
e:iactment  a law  compelling  weighers  to  issue 
checks  for  correct  weights  on  bales  of  cotton, 
whereas,  before,  it  was  the  practice  to  arbitrarily 
weigh  every  bale  two  pounds  short.  Also  he 
\oted  to  submit  the  constitution  amendment  on 
Louisiana  lottery,  Irelieving  the  people  had  the 
right  to  vote  on  the  question,  and  was  a su]>- 
portcr  of  the  separate  car  bill  for  blacks  and 
whites. 

In  addition  to  the  honors  of  jniblic  office  he 
was  often  delegated  b_\  his  party  to  represent  his 
county  m local,  district  and  state  conventions. 
In  Texas  he  has  continued  to  act  with  the  Dem- 
ocratic party,  and  to  his  care  has  been  confided 
local  interests  of  the  party,  as  precinct  chair- 
man, ^Vherever  he  ha.s  lived  he  has  come  to  be 
recognized  as  a sincere  and  worthy  citizen,  and 
church  and  state  alike  have  profited  by  his  good 
works.  lie  is  a firm  believer  in  the  teachings 
of  the  gospel,  holds  a membership  in  the  Mis- 
sionarr  Bajitist  church,  and  fraternizes  with  the 
.Masonic  fraternity. 

JOHN  S.  EV.\NS.  The  ginning  industry  of 
Crafton.  Wise  county,  is  conducted  by'  the  firm 
of  Hunt  & Evans,  of  whom  the  latter  is  the  sub- 
ject of  this  personal  notice.  He  was  bom  in 
Itawamba  county,  Mississippi,  April  23,  1861,  a 
son  of  a farmer,  Andrew  J.  Evans,  who  was  born 
in  Columbia  county,  South  Carolina,  in  1833.  The 
latter  grew  up  there  and  passed  his  early  man- 
hood as  an  ov'crseer.  Prior  to  the  rebellion  he 
moved  we.M  to  Missi.ssippi  and  served  in  the  Con- 
federate army  from  that  state.  Henry  L.  Evans 
was  his  father  and  farming  constituted  his  voca- 
tion also.  lie  passed  the  last  years  of  his  life 
and  died  in  Mississippi  in  1885.  For  his  life  com- 
panion Andrew  J.  Evans  chose  Frances,  a daugh- 
ter of  Henry  Lessel.  !Mrs.  Evans  was  born  in 
South  Carolina  in  1835  and  is  still  living,  a resi- 
dent of  Wise  county,  hut  her  husband  passed 
away  in  December,  1885. 

Eight  chihlrcn  resulted  from  the  marriage  of 
Xndrew  J.  and  Frances  F.v;ins,  as  follows;  Ten- 
;fie,  wife  ru'  \V,  iflilholland,  of  Wise  county  : Mar- 
tha. who  married  W.  Cowart  and  resides  in 
Johnson  counlv  ; John  S,,  our  subject;  James,  of 
Cheyenne,  Oldnboma : .Simsoii.  of  Wise  county; 
AV'iliiam,  of  David.son,  Oklahoma  ; David,  of  Wise 
ceuiiity  : and  George,  who  makes  Scurry  county', 
Texas,  his  home. 

•At  abtiut  fifteen  years  of  age  John  S.  Evans 
accompanies!  hi.s  jtarents  to  Texas.  His  was  a 
country  life  in  youth  and  the  district  school  was 
resp-msihlc  for  his  limited  Mucation.  When  he 


started  out  for  himself,  after  attaining  his  ma- 
jority, he  rented  land  four  miles  north  of  Crafton 
and  began  its  cultivation  with  a team  for  w'hich 
he  owed  the  purchase  money.  He  continued 
farming  with  some  degree  of  success  until  1891, 
when  he.  met  an  opportunity  to  go  into  the  gin 
business,  and  he  arranged  for  a half  interest  in 
the  old  Prugle  gin.  The  four  years  he  was  inter- 
ested in  this  plant  he  made  some  financial  prog- 
ress and  then  sold  his  interest  and  put  up  the 
“Red  Gin,”  on  the  Rock  Island  Railroad  east  of 
Crafton,  in  company  with  Lewis  Combs  and 
Kendrick.  With  this  plant  and  firm  he  was  asso- 
ciated profitably  for  five  years  and  then  disposed 
of  his  interest  and  bought  the  Crafton  gin  of  R. 
L.  Madden  and  took  in  Mr.  Hunt  as  a partner. 
The  plant  has  a value  of  five  thousand  dollars,  is 
equipped  with  four  seventy-saw  stands,  with  a 
capacity  of  thirty  bales  a day,  and  during  the  sea- 
son of  1904  eleven  hundred  bales  of  cotton  passed 
out  of  their  property. 

August  18,  1886,  John  S.  Evans  and  Miss 
Maggie  Skaggs  rvere  united  in  marriage  in  Wise 
county.  Mrs.  Evans  was  a daughter  of  Berry 
Skaggs  and  Susan  (Best)  Skaggs,  who  came  to 
Te.xas  from  Illinois.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Skaggs  live 
at  Gainesville,  Cooke  county,  and  are  the  parents 
of ; IMrs.  Evans,  bom  November  18,  1870;  David, 
deceased;  Mollie,  who  is  unmarried  and  resides  in 
\Vise  county ; Ixjnnie,  of  Gainesville ; Hattie,  wife 
of  Ed  Riley  of  Paradise,  and  Retta,  of  Gaines- 
ville. Texas. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Evans’  children  are  four  in  num- 
ber, namely:  Jessie,  Agnes,  Gladys  and  Dallas. 
Mr.  Evans  maintains  his  political  interests  with 
the  Democrats,  but  has  no  ambition  for  a public 
office.  He  believes  in  the  efficacy  of  religion  and 
has  brought  up  his  family  in  the  doctrines  of  the 
Christian  church. 

JUDGE  JOHN  E.  FERGUSON,  president 
of  the  Hereford  National  Bank,  is  one  of  the  en- 
terprising spirits  who  arc  so  rapidly'  developing 
the  town  of  Hereford  and  bringing  it  into  first 
rank  among  the  county  seats  of  the  great  Fan- 
handle  country.  Judge  Ferguson  has  livcd_  in 
Deaf  Smith  county  ahiiost  since  its  or£raniz.a- 
tion,  and  has  not  only  beeii  an  industrious  and 
sagacious  individual  worker  and  business  man, 
hut  has  givcTi  his  energies  without  stint  to  the 
welfare  and  material  progress  of  his  community. 
Throu.gh  his  active  management  and  wise  di- 
rection the  Hereford  National  Bank  has  already 
become  an  institution  of  much  importance  to 
the  financial  and  business  circles  of  this  portion 
of  the  Panhandle,  and  as  a conscn'ativc  y'et 
stinnilating  influence  it  play's  no  unimportant 
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part  ill  making-  Deaf  Smith  county  a fertile  field 
for  agricultural  and  indu.strial  entcrprisc.s  of  all 
kinds. 

judge  Ferguson  is  still  to  be'reckoned  among 
the  younger  class  of  men  who  are  accomplish- 
ing so  much  for  Texas,  for  he  is  not  yet  tifty^ 
years  of  age,  having  been  born  in  the  year  1858. 
His  birthplace  was  the  tine  city  of  Sedalia.  hlis- 
souri,  wdiere  his  father  and  mother  are  still  liv- 
ing. His  father,  J.  J.  Ferguson,  was  born  in 
Kentucky  and  went  to  Missouri  in  1856,  and  he 
has  been  a .successful  stockman  nearly  all  his 
life,  fudge  Ferguson's  mother  is  Anna  (Craw- 
ford) Ferguson,  and  she  was  born  in  Mi.ssonri. 

fudge  Ferguson  wa.s  reared  at  Sedalia  and  re- 
ceived his  education  there.  ;\fter  arriving  at 
manhood  he  spent  some  time  in  the  westtjrn 
states,  being  located  at  several  different  points, 
and  for  one  year  was  on  the  Pacific  coast.  In 
1891  he  came  to  Deaf  Smitli  county,  Te.xas,  and 
his  activdties  have  been  centered  in  thi.s  part  of 
the  Panhandle  ever  since.  The  county  had  been 
organized  only  the  fall  preceding-  his  arrival,  and 
at  that  time  wa.s  very  sparsely'  settled,  there  being 
perhaps  a hundred  voters  all  told,  and  the  popu- 
lation consisting  mostly  of  single  young  men. 
Young  Fergu.son  embarked  in  the  cattle  ranch- 
ing business,  on  a tract  of  laud  about  twelve 
miles  north  of  where  Hereford  now  stands. 
After  five  years  in  that  location  he  sold  out  and 
moved  to  a ranch  some  five  miles  west  of  the 
present  county  scat,  on  the  creek.  lie  had  been 
there  only  a year  or  so  when,  in  1898,  the  line 
of  the  Santa  Fe  pushed  through  the  southeast 
corner  of  Deaf  Smith  county,  thus  opening  up 
new  opportunities  and  possibilitie.s  in  thi.s  ]iart 
of  the  country'.  The  town  of  Hereford  started  up 
on  the  railroad,  and  Judge  Fergu.son  saw  that, 
as  the  county  seat  and  railroad  shipping  point, 
it  was  destined  to  become  a good  town  and  an 
important  commercial  center.  1 fe  therefore  sold 
out  his  ranch  in  icjoo  and  became  a re.sident  of 
Hereford.  On  November  rst  of  the  same  year 
he  organized  the  first  bank  in  the  town,  named 
the  Hereford  National  Bank,  and  he  became  its 
first  president  and  has  retained  the  executive 
direction  of  the  institution  ever  since.  The  capi- 
tal stock  of  the  bank  is  $25,ooc),  and  the  surplus 
$15,000.  and  its  affairs  arc  in  a pro.spcrous  con- 
dition and  managed  to  the  satisfaction  of  the 
general  business  public  and  its  stockholders. 
Judge  Ferguson  also  owns  considerable  landed 
property  in  the  vicinity  of  Hereford. 

Judge  Ferguson  fraternizes  with  the  Masonic 
order,  and  is  a popular  member  of  the  social 
and  business  circles  of  his  town.  He  is  a .staunch 


Idemocrat,  and  wa.s  elected  and  served  the 
county  as  county  judge  in  1893-94,  tfie  county 
seat  at  that  time  being  LaPlata,  which  has  since 
lost  its  e.xistence  and  .surrendered  its  prestige  to 
Hereford,  ju.dge  Ferguson's  wife  is  .Nannie 
( Tanuehill  j Ferguson,  to  whom  he  was  married 
at  Windsor,  .Missouri. 

HON.  II.  B.  PATTERSON,  former  jtresi- 
deut  of  the  Fir.st  National  Bank  of  Snyder,  and 
now  devoting  his  attention  to  his  farming  and 
stock  raising  intere.st.s,  comes  in  both  the  pater- 
nal and  maternal  lines  from  ancestry  from  Ten- 
nessee. His  grandfather,  James  Francis  Patter- 
son, was  a native  of  that  state  and  in  1856,  with 
his  fainilv  and  some  of  his  brothers,  he  left  Ten- 
nessee and  removed  to  ^lissotiri,  settling  in 
Ripley'  county,  where  his  death  occurred  in  1869, 
when  he  was  sixty'-five  years  of  age.  The  Pat- 
tersons have  always  followed  farming  and  stock- 
raising,  and  it  was  to  those  pursuits  that  the 
grandfather  devoted  his  time  and  energies.  He 
married  Miss  Pipkin,  also  a native  of  Tennessee, 
and  they  became  the  parents  of  three  sons,  Wil- 
liam. John  and  Bishop. 

The  last  named  was  born  in  Macon  county, 
Tennessee,  in  1836,  and  was  reared  in  the  place 
of  his  nativity  to  the  age  of  twenty  years,  when 
he  accompanied  his  parents  to  Missouri.  About 
i86>8  he  was  elected  probate  judge  of  Ripley 
county  and  served  for  frmr  years.  Following 
iiis  retirement  fnnn  office,  in  the  spring  of  1872, 
he  left  .Missouri  and  removed  to  Hamilton 
county,  Texas,  where  he  spent  two  years.  He 
afterwaril  went  to  Lampasas  county,  where  he 
also  remained  for  two  years  ami  then  removed 
to  Callahan  county,  where  he  resided  for  three 
years.  In  r88i  he  came  to  .Scurry  county  .some 
time  before  its  organization  and  ha.s  since  made 
his  home  here.  Tie  was  married  in  Temie.ssee 
to  .Mi.ss  Martha  Bennett,  a native  of  that  suite, 
wlio  (fied  in  Nolan  county,  Texas,  in  1S81.  By 
this  marriage  there  were  nine  children,  four  sons 
and  five  daughters,  namely';  Honstou  Beimert; 
Nanev  Tcnnes.see,  the  wife  of  j.  . \\TKidv,  a 
re.sident  of  Scurry-  county,  Texas;  James  Hay- 
wood. also  living-  in  .Scurry  county;  Elizabeth, 
the  wife  of  IValter  Wassen,  whose  home  is  in 
Scurrv  countv;  Marv  Jane,  tlie  wife  of  Ernest 
WrighI,  of  F4  Paso.  Te.xas;  Heltie  Frances,  the 
wife  of  .Alliert  iMorri.s,  of  Valparaiso,  Indiana; 
Beecher,  deceased;  iMartha  Ri.shop ; and  John 
Hornl.  deceased. 

Houston  Bennett  Patter.son,  whose  name  in- 
troduces this  review,  was  born  in  Ripley  county', 
Missouri,  December  _>i),  1856.  and  lived  in  that 
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'tale  uniil  iiliiiul  'ixlecn  \ ear^  of  ai;c,  uhcii.  in 
1S72,  he  caine  to  Texas  with  liis  father.  Hi.'- 
educational  j)rivik  ;4es  v\  ere  somewhat  meager 
In-cause  of  ilic  disorganized  condition  of  the 
schools,  owing  to  the  t'ivil  war.  He  had  to  fvalk 
fiiiir  miles  to  a countrt  school,  which  wa.s  main- 
tained for  only  ahom  three  months  in  the  year. 
Following  the  father's  election  to  the  iifftce  of 
I'lohate  judge  of  Ki])ley  county  the  family  re- 
unwed  to  ] toniphan,  the  county  seat,  and  there 
the  children  were  afTonkil  better  educational 
j)rivilegcs,  Mr.  I’tillerson  of  this  review  pursuing' 
hi.s  Studies  there  for  about  seven  or  eight 
mouths,  when,  tui  account  of  illness  in  the  fam- 
ily, they  returned  to  the  farm.  ,\ftcr  coming  to 
Texas  he  attended  a school  in  Lainjiasas  county 
fiir  a few  months  and  it  was  about  this  time 
in  his  life  that  he  l;>egan  business  operations  by 
trading  occasionally  for  a horse  or  two.  and 
w hen  he  was  tw  enty  -one  years  of  age  he  started 
on:  upon  tin  inde|)eiidem  husiness  career.  He 
never  worked  for  wages  excejir  for  a few  months 
and  all  that  lie  has  possessed  and  enjoyed  has 
been  acqnire<l  through  liis  own  labors.  He 
farmetl  for  a time  in  C allahan  county  , ha\  ing  an 
interest  in  the  crojis  with  his  father  and  he  con- 
tinued in  that  husincss  until  I1S84,  carrying  on 
general  agricultural  |)ur.suits  and  stock  raising, 
making  a specialty  of  sheep. 

Tn  1S81  .Mr.  Patterson  arrived  in  .''curry 
eoiinly,  and  iijion  his  retiic-meni  from  the  stock 
business  in  1884  he  was  elected  county  and  dis- 
trict clerk,  being  the  first  to  hold  the  office  in 
this  comity,  which  was  organized  on  the  28th 
of  June  of  that  year,  ffe  fillcil  the  jtosition  con- 
tinuously until  the  general  election  of  i8(/j.  so 
that  his  incumhency  ccvcrcd  a little  more  than 
twelve  years.  He  refuser]  to  again  become  a 
candirk'ite.  ahhongh  urged  to  <lo  so  hv  manr  of 
hi.s  friends.  In  kelmiary  of  the-kdlowing  year 
a vacancy  occurred  in  the  office  of  ciuinty  judge, 
ami  at  the  srrlicitaiion  of  the  hoard  of  commission- 
ers he  conscnteil  to  take  his  place  on  the  bench. 
He  filkil  out  the  uiiexiiired  term  and  at  the  gen- 
eral electiriii  of  i8i;)8  was  elected  to  the  same 
position,  serxing  for  nearly  four  yoar.s  in  all. 
.''ince  then  he  has  been  our  of  office  ;iiid  has  110 
further  ttspinitiou  for  ])ohtieal  ]>referment  as  he 
rle.sircs  to  com'entrate  his  energies  upon  his  pri- 
v;ite  biisine.ss  afttiirs.  In  i88<t  a private  bank 
was  organizerl  under  the  name  of  the  Slate 
I lank,  with  a capital  stock  of  twcnt\  -fivc  thou- 
sand doikirs  and  i\Ir.  Patter.son  was  elected 
president.  In  itg>o  this  became  under  a rcor- 
gamz.etioii  die  First  .National  Rank  of  Snyder, 
with  ;i  caihral  stock  of  thiriy-Tive  thousand  tiol- 


lars.  Judge  Patterson  was  made  its  first  presi- 
rlent,  hill  has  since  sold  his  stock  in  the  bank 
because  of  the  close  confinement  which  under- 
mined his  health  and  led  to  hi.s  determination  to 
live  a life  mure  i.iut  of  doors.  Since  that  time  he 
has  given  his  attention  to  his  farming  and  stock 
raising  interests,  and  his  home  is  situated  about  a 
mile  south  of  Snyder,  where  he  has  about  eight 
humlred  acres,  of  which  seventy-five  acres  are 
under  cultivation.  He  likewise  has  a ranch  in  the 
northeast  part  of  .Scurry  countx’,  about  eighteen 
miles  from  Snyder,  consisting  of  about  five 
thousand  acres  devoted  ])rincipallv  tc>  stetek. 
There  is  between  fifty  and  sixty  acres  of  this 
under  cultivation,  utilized  in  raising  feed  for  the 
stock.  He  has  about  four  hundred  and  fifty 
head  of  cattle  and  the  original  stock  was  crossed 
between  the  Herefords  and  Shorthorns.  Later 
Juilge  Patterson  has  given  aneinion  to  the  rais- 
ing of  a fine  grade  of  .-.took  from  registered  Red 
Polled  bulls,  crossing  them  with  the  Herefords 
and  Dtirhams,  and  he  now  has  the  foundation 
laid  for  cine  of  the  finest  herds  in  the  country. 

Judge  Patterson  wa.s  married  in  1885  Miss 
Lavina  Hale,  a native  of  Missouri,  and  a daugh- 
ter of  .Alexander  Hale,  w ho  came  to  Texas  with 
his  family  when  Mrs.  Patterson  was  a young 
girl.  In  their  family  there  are  now  three  chil- 
dren, Sarah  Tennessee.  Martha  and  Bennett. 
.Since  1873  Judge  T‘aiterson  has  been  a member 
of  the  Fumberland  1're.sbyterian  church  and  he 
belongs  to  the  Odd  Fellows  society  and  the 
MModmen  of  the  World.  He  has  made  his  own 
way  in  life  unassisted  by  any  inherited  fortune. 
He  has  been  a faithful  officer  of  public  trust, 
filling  both  the  position  of  clerk  and  cotmty 
judge  with  credit  to  himself  ant!  satisfactiem  to 
hi.'  constituents.  He  has  likewise  prospered  in 
his  business  affairs  and  at  the  jiresent  time  he  is 
one  of  the  leading  stock  men  of  the  western 
country. 

T.  I'.  Il  AKFIR.  In  a history  of  the  banking 
institutions  of  .Snyder  and  western  Texas,  men- 
tion should  be  made  of  T.  1'.  Baker,  cashier  of 
the  hirst  .National  Bank  of  Snyder,  and  a man 
of  excellent  business  ability  and  enterprise,  who 
in  his  career  is  keeping  in  touch  with  modern 
jirogrcss  characteristic  of  the  times.  .\  native 
of  Tennessee,  his  birth  occurred  in  Madison 
comity  on  the  30th  of  May,  1875, 
eighteen  months  old  when  brought  to  Te.xas  by 
his  ]iarents,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  James  Henderson 
liakcr.  The  former  is  now  a prominent  farmer 
and  stock  raiser  of  Jack  county,  Texas,  where  he 
located  in  pioneer  times.  He,  too,  was  born  in 
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MaJisun  county,  Teiiiies.scc,  liis  natal  year  being 
1832,  and  in  the  state  of  his  nativity  he  was 
reared  to  manhood  and  there  followed  several 
different  occupations.  When  a young  man  he 
was  overseer  of  the  negroes  on  a plantation  be- 
longing to  liis  uncle.  Turner  Fuller,  a very 
wealthy^  man.  Subsequently  he  engaged  in  mer- 
chandising in  Denmark.  Madison  county,  prior 
to  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  war.  Wlien  hostili- 
ties began  between  the  north  and  the  south,  he 
entered  the  Confederate  serwee  in  1861,  and  re- 
mained with  the  army  through  the  four  years  of 
the  war.  He  wa.s  several  times  detailed  fo’r 
special  service  and  was  in  a hospital  corps  for 
a while.  .A.t  the  beginning  of  the  war  he  was  in 
the  division  of  General  Beauregard  and  later  was 
attached  to  one  of  the  Tennessee  regiments  un- 
til the  fighting  was  ended.  He  saw  active  ser- 
vice, and  although  he  participated  in  many  hot- 
ly contested  engagements  he  was  never  serious- 
ly wounded.  He  took  part  in  the  battle  of  Look- 
out Mountain,  and  he  w'as  in  nearly  all  of  the 
engagements  in  Tennessee  and  Georgia.  After 
the  war  closed  he  returned  home  and  found  his 
mercantile  business  entirely  ruined.  He  had  lost 
all  that  he  had  and  was  a poor  man.  He 
then  purchased  a small  farm  in  western  Ten- 
nessee and  entered  upon  the  attempt  to  retrieve 
his  lost  possessions,  remaining  there  until  his  re- 
moval to  Texas  in  1876,  when  he  established 
his  home  in  Jack  county,  where  he  has  since 
re.sided.  He  has  now  attained  an  advanced  age 
and  he  spends  his  time  in  supervising  bis  stock 
and  other  interests.  Mr.  Baker  was  married 
twice,  first  in  Tennessee,  before  the  war.  and 
again  in  1874  to  INIiss  Sarah  Brown,  of  West 
Tennessee,  by  which  marriage  there  have  been 
born  five  children:  Turner  F.,  James  E..  Wil- 
liam, Mattie  Belle,  and  Egbert  Atisburne.  The 
daughter  is  now  deceased. 

Turner  Fuller  Baker,  whose  name  introduces 
this  review  is  practically  a native  son  of  Texas, 
for,  with  the  exception  of  the  first  eighteen 
months  of  his  life,  b ' has  always  lived  in  this 
state.  He  remained  in  Jack  county  until  fifteen 
years  of  age,  and  during  that  period  attended 
the  public  schools.  He  then  w'ent  to  Hill 
county.  Texas,  where  he  spent  two  years  in  the 
employ  of  his  uncle.  Baalam  Sanford,  during 
wliich  lime  he  saved  from  his  earnings  a .sum 
sufficient  to  enable  him  to  continue  his  educa- 
tion, and  being  ambitif)Us  in  this  direction  he 
spent  tw'O  years  at  what  w’as  knowm  as  the  North 
Texas  Baptist  College  at  Jacksboro,  Texas,  an 
institntion  which  has  since  surrendered  its  char- 
ter. MTien  he  had  completed  his  two  years’ 
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course  of  study  there  Mr.  Baker,  then  ninclecn 
years  of  age.  began  teaching  school,  which  jiro- 
fession  he  followed  for  three  years  in  Jack 
county  and  for  one  year  at  Snyder,  Texas,  com- 
ing lierc  in  1897.  On  his  retirement  from  the 
teacher’;,  profe.ssion  he  entered  mercantile  life- 
in  the  employ  of  L,  l.b  Grantliam,  with  whom 
he  remained  for  nearly  two  years,  and  on  the 
orgaiiizalion  of  the  First  'S'ational  Bank  at 
Snyder  he  became  lKH;kkee])er.  This  was  in 
( tetoher,  190C1,  and  in  ( )cloher.  I(K>2,  he  was  aj)- 
[)'-iinted  assistant  cashier,  so  serving  until  |ami- 
ary,  1905,  when  lie  was  made  cashier,  which  i.s 
his  present  connection  with  this  strong  and  re- 
lialile  financial  institntion.  He  i.s  also  one  of 
the  directors  of  the  hank  and  is  a popular  offi- 
cial, his  unfailing  courtesy  and  helpful  support, 
which  he  manifests  to  the  patron.s  of  the  institu- 
tion, winning  him  the  friendly  regard  of  many 
with  whom  he  has  been  associated. 

Mr.  Baker  was  married  .\ugii.st  25,  1897,  to 
Miss  Lnhi  Antoinette  IMeMath,  of  Seymour, 
Texas,  a daughter  of  Mrs.  N.  E,  .McMath.  This 
union  has  been  blessed  wdth  three  children, 
Augustus  Grayuni.  Turner  Fuller  and  Ralph 
Hender.son. 

Mr.  Baker  is  deeply  inlere.sted  in  local  jirog- 
ress  and  advancement,  and  co-operates  in  many 
measures  that  have  been  of  direct  and  tangible 
benefit  in  the  material,  intellectual  and  moral 
progress.  Tie  has  been  a member  of  the  ( hris- 
lian  church  for  about  five  rears,  and  fraternally 
is  connected  with  the  Woodmen  of  the  W’orld 
and  the  Knights  of  I’ythias.  He  was  council 
commander  of  the  former  for  about  four  vear.s. 
lie  has  always  taken  a deep  interest  in  school 
affairs  and  was  one  of  the  prime  movers  in  the 
organization  of  an  imlepcndent  school  di.strict 
for  .'snyder.  He  is  a niemher  of  the  school  hoard 
and  is  now'  its  treasurer.  He  built  the  telephone 
exchange  at  Snyiler,  which  is  an  indejicndcul 
enterprise  and  after  ojieratiiig  it  for  ahont  eigh- 
teen months  he  sold  tlic  plant  to  other  parties. 
He  is  a good  business  man,  ihorouglily  capalde 
of  filling  the  resjionsihlc  positions  he  hnkK. 

HON.  JAMES  L^A'URGUS  LI\ ING- 
STONE  ,.\lcC-\l-L, deceased,  was  foranuml)er  of 
r ears  a distinguished  and  rcpre.scntative  member 
of  the  bar  of  Stcl.ennan  and  Barker  comities.  He 
was  a son  of  James  and  Anno  1 \ alandinghani) 
-McCall,  and  wa.s  de.scended  from  lioimrahle 
•Scotch- Irish  ance.sir}'.  His  birth  occurred  at 
Mount  Wrnon,  Rock  Castle  county,  Kentucky, 
September  30,  1823.  and  in  his  native  state  be 
was  reareil  to  manliood.  acijuiring  his  educa- 
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liom  in  Cenicr  Cc/ilege  at  Danville,  Kentucky, 
from  which  int-litullon  he  was  graduated  in  the 
early  forties. 

On  the  Kith  01  November,  1845,  ^'K- 

Call  was  united  in  marriage  to  Itliss  Eliza  .\nna 
Strum,  who  wa.s  bora  in  Bhunitville,  Sullivan 
county.  Tennessee,  on  tlie  4th  of  February,  1825, 
and  was  a daughter  of  Jacob  Strum,  who  was 
liorn  in  ilagersiown,  MarylariiJ,  December  6. 
1774,  and  died  in  Blouniville,  Tennessee.  April 
13.  1S34.  Ilis  wife  bore  tlie  maiden  name  of 
Alice  James,  and  was  a daughter  of  Waiter 
Jame.s.  Her  birth  occurred  February  27,  1796, 
and  she  passed  away  in  Rogcrsville,  Tennessee, 
April  7,  1850.  It  was  on  the  261I1  of  February, 
18 1 5,  iliat  .she  gave  her  hand  in  marriage  to 
Jacob  Strum. 

Having  taken  up  the  study  of  law.  Judge  Mc- 
Call was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1S45, 
eight  years  engaged  in  the  practice  of  his  pro- 
fession in  hi.s  native  state.  He  then  removed 
to  Texas  with  his  young  family,  arriving  in 
Wbu'O  in  December,  1853.  There  lie  opened  an 
office  and  entered  upon  the  practice  of  law,  be- 
ing connected  with  the  courts  over  the  greater 
part  of  northwestern  Texas  for  twenty  years. 
Prior  n:i  and  during  the  period  of  the  Civil  war 
he  was  district  attorney  of  the  tdd  nineteenth 
district  of  Texas,  which  then  included  McLen- 
nan county.  WTilc  in  Waco  he  entered  into 
partnership  with  James  Norris,  under  tlie  finn 
name  of  Norris  & McCall,  and  this  became  one 
of  the  distinguished  law  firms  of  the  state,  espe- 
cially in  coiincclion  with  criminal  law  practice. 
Thirteen  years  after  tlie  organization  of  the  firm, 
Judge  Sleeper  was  taken  into  partnership  and 
the  firm  style  of  Norris,  McCall  & Sleeper  was 
then  adopted.  Not  only  was  Judge  McCall  ac- 
tively associated  with  the  practice  of  his  pro- 
fession in  Te.xas,  but  also  left  the  impress 
of  ills  individuality  upon  the  public  life,  thought 
and  action  of  the  state.  He  was  a member  of 
tlie  Texas  convenlion  which  voted  for  secession 
and  during  tlie  war  he  held  tlie  position  of  re- 
ceiver under  the  Confederate  government,  in 
1873  lie  removed  with  his  family  to  Wealltcrford, 
Texas,  irfini  which  point  lie  continued  his  [trac- 
lice  ihroiigiiout  the  northwestern  part  of  the 
state.  There  he  entered  into  partnership  with 
ids  son,  Georg^e  A.  McCall,  who  is  now  one  of 
the  leading  lawyers  of  Weatherford.  Called  to 
the  coimtx  bench  of  Parker  county,  he  served 
from  1894  until  1896.  and  wdlh  the  exception 
of  liiat  period  was  actively  engaged  in  practice 
from  1845  umtl  within  a few  days  of  his  death. 
.He  was  a man  of  broad  legal  learning,  and  of 


thorough  familiarity  wdth  the  principles  of  juris- 
prudence and  in  tlie  presentation  of  his  cause 
was  logical,  strong  and  forceful. 

In  i8ci6  Judge  McCall  was  called  upon  to 
mourn  the  loss  of  Ids  wife,  wlio  died  on  the  5th 
of  January  of  that  year.  He  aftenvard  married 
-\li.s.s  Jo.sie  Jlovvles  of  Dallas,  Texas,  in  1897, 
and  she  still  survives  him.  Judge  McCall  died 
at  his  home  in  M’catherford,  February  26,  1904, 
when  more  than  eighty  years  of  age.  He  had 
become  the  father  of  fourteen  children,  seven 
.‘•I  ins  and  sewn  daughters,  of  whom  ten  are  now 
liiing,  namely*:  Judge  George  A.  McCall,  of 

Weatherford;  IMrs,  Edward  Rotan,  of  Waco, 
Te.xas;  J,  S.,  of  Colorado,  Texas;  James,  of 
Weatherford ; Mrs.  Frank  Gallagher,  of  Austin, 
Texas ; Mrs.  Charles  C.  Barthold,  of  Weather- 
ford; Rev.  John  \b  McCall,  of  Cleburne;  Will 
S.,  of  Waco;  IMiss  Iilary  McCall,  of  Austin, 
Texas;  and  Samuel  K.,  who  is  living  in  Norman, 
Uklahoma. 

Judge  IMcCall.  at  the  time  of  his  death,  was 
and  for  .sixty  years  had  been  a consistent  mem- 
ber of  the  Presbyterian  church.  He  joined  the 
church  of  that  denomination  at  Weatherford  on 
Its  organization  and  was  also  a cliarter  mem- 
ber of  the  First  IVesbyterian  church  of  Waco, 
Texas.  All  through  his  life  he  lived  in  harmony 
with  his  professions,  maintaining  a high  stand- 
ard of  professional  and  social  conduct  and  of 
citizenship  and  of  Itis  means  he  contributed  lib- 
erally' toward  the  support  of  the  church,  not  only 
when  he  was  possessed  of  a competence  but  also 
in  the  early  days  wlien  he  was  endeavoring  to 
lay  the  foundation  for  his  own  prosperity'.  His 
individuality  and  mentality'  tvere  in  keeping  with 
his  wonderful  physical  strength  and  great 
stature.  In  his  profession  he  displayed  untiring 
devotion  to  the  interests  of  his  clients,  and 
guarded  tlieir  affairs  with  the  same  zeal  that  he 
displayed  in  the  care  of  hi.s  own  interc.sts.  He 
posses.scd  all  the  essential  qualifications  of  a 
great  lawyer  and  a.s  an  advocate  and  practitioner 
had  few  equals  and  no  superiors  in  practice  in 
western  Te.xas  in  his  day.  An  e.xalted  sense  of 
profession  honor  ever  characterized  his  bearing 
and  conduct  toward  his  professional  bretliren, 
and  if  he  iiad  faults  they  were  rather  the  exag- 
geration of  hi.s  virtues  and  it  may  be  said  as  it 
was  of  Goldsmith’s  “Village  Teacher”  that 
“E’en  his  failings  leaned  toward  virtue’s  side.” 
While  his  devotion  to  his  clients’  interests  was 
proverbial,  he  never  forgot  tliat  he  owed  still 
greater  allegiance  to  the  majesty  of  the  law,  and 
he  never  placed  a witness  on  the  stand  that  he 
did  not  believe  was  speaking  the  truth.  Judge 
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Nugent  said  of  him  “he  was  the  most  natural 
lawyer  he  ever  .saw  and  it  is  impnssihle  to  trip 
him  in  the  trial  of  a suit.”  He  won  a notable 
reputation  in  cro.ss  examination  and  wa.s  quick 
to  detect  any  note  of  in.sincerit}'  or  untrutliful- 
ness.  In  politics  he  was  an  old  line  Wliig,  and 
cast  his  first  presidential  ballot  for  Henry  Clay. 
A man  of  the  people  he  tvas  always  wnlling  to 
take  up  the  cause  of  the  populace  and  stood  in 
defense  of  the  masses  as  against  the  monopo- 
lies. Charitable  to  a fault,  his  benevolent  spirit 
was  often  detrimental  to  his  own  financial  in- 
terests. In  the  early  hi.story’  of  Texas  he  at  onfe 
time  belonged  to  a company  of  rangers  under 
command  of  Captain  G,  B.  Erath,  and  made 
one  or  two  trips  of  considerable  duration  seek- 
ing for  Indians  on  the  frontier.  Faultless  in 
honor,  fearless  in  conduct,  and  stainless  in  repu- 
tation, his  life  record  covered  a long  period  of 
usefulness  and  activity,  and  his  name  is  inscribed 
high  on  the  roll  of  eminent  lawyers  of  Texas. 

ALBERT  GALLATIN  ARNOLD.  Among 
the  little  settlement  of  pioneers  w^ho  gathered 
about  Queens  Peak,  in  Montague  county,  in  the 
early  seventies,  a few  still  linger  under  the  influ- 
ences of  that  silent,  rugged  landmark  and  are 
numbered  wdth  the  substantial  and  permanent 
home-builders  of  the  county.  Of  such  is  Albert 
G.  Arnold,  the  subject  of  this  personal  notice. 
The  footprints  of  the  savage  had  scarcely  been 
blotted  out  and  his  blood-thirsty  yell  had  hardly 
died  away  when  Mr.  Arnold  brotjght  his  little 
famiN  to  the  Peak  that  September  day  in  1875 
and  added  the  influence  of  his  presence  to  the  de- 
termined colony  already  established  there.  Al- 
most a third  of  a century'  has  passed  since  that 
eventful  day,  and  its  years  have  been  filled  with 
successes  and  reverses,  yet  his  faith  in  the  ulti- 
mate future  of  his  county  prompted  him  to  hold 
fast  and  enjoy'  the  presence  of  the  harvest  time 
which  is  now  actually  upon  us. 

He  drifted  to  Texas  from  Clinton  county,  Mis- 
souri, whither  his  mother  and  her  children  went 
in  1859  and  where  the  vocation  of  the  farm  occu- 
pied them  for  nearly  fifteen  years.  In  1856  the 
family  left  its  native  state  and  accompanied  a 
brother-in-law'  to  the  Omaha  Indian  Reserve,  in 
Nebraska,  where  the  latter  was  the  government 
farmer  in  charge  of  the  agricultural  efforts  of  the 
tribe  of  Omahas.  The  accidental  death  of  this 
relative  severed  the  tie  which  held  the  family  to 
the  frontier  and  all  hands  turned  their  faces  east- 
ward and  took  up  their  abode  in  Clinton  county, 
Missouri.  The  year  of  their  departure  for  Texas 
the  two  brothers,  Cassius  M.  and  Albert  G.,  load- 
ed their  families  andtheir  effects  into  proverbial 


“prairie  schooners”  of  that  day  and  made  their 
slow  way  over  the  intervening  distance,  stopping 
at  Bonham  as  their  first  point  of  lookout  in  the 
Lone  Star  state.  Being  directed  -westward  they 
prospected  the  country  all  the  way  to  Queens 
Peak  and  when  our  .subject  reache<"l  the  point 
overlooking  the  beautiful  valley  from  the  east  he 
remarked  to  hi.s  brother,  “In  th.at  v, alley  I intend 
to  locate,”  and  he  kept  his  word. 

Albert  G.  Arnold  was  born  in  Lorain  county, 
Ohio,  July  18,  1848.  Albert  G.  Arnold,  his 
father,  was  an  early  settler  in  that  county  and  was 
from  ChaiJtauqua  county,  New  York,  where  his 
birth  occurred  in  1799.  The  family  was  cstab- 
li.shed  in  New  York  stale  by  Elisha  .■\mo!d,  our 
subject’s  grandfather,  a Scotch  farmer  and  jus- 
tice of  the  peace,  whose  family  nurnbertxl  eight 
children,  the  sons  of  whom  w'crc:  Iliram,  Hor- 
ace, Thomas,  Chauncey,  William  and  Albert  G. 
The  names  of  his  two  daughters  are  not  now 
accessible. 

Albert  G.  Arnold,  Sr.,  came  to  maturity'  in 
his  native  county  and  his  educational  advantages 
were  those  of  the  rural  school.  In  early  man- 
hood he  went  to  Ohio  and  in  Lorain  county  he 
married  Sylvia,  a daughter  of  Freeman  and 
Eunice  (Gillctt)  Richmond,  whose  family  num- 
bered ten  children.  Sylvia  Riclunond  Arnold 
was  born  in  Lorain  county,  Ohio,  and  died  in 
Clinton  county',  Missouri,  in  187S,  aged  forty- 
nine  years.  Her  children  were;  Orpha.  who 
first  married  Newton  Tucker,  who  was  killed 
by  accident  as  Indian  farmer  in  Nebraska,  and 
w'hose  second  husband  w'as  James  Force,  died 
in  Clinton  county',  Missouri,  without  living  issue ; 
Cassius  M.,  a well  knowm  farmer  of  ^Montague 
county',  and  Albert  G.,  Sr.,  of  this  review. 

Fate  willed  it  that  the  subject  of  this  sketch 
should  pa.ss  his  life  on  the  frontier  and  he  began 
it  at  eight  years  of  age.  The  stay  on  the  Indian 
Reservation  served  to  give  him  a lively  exper- 
ience for  a child  and  the  family  home  in  Slis- 
souri  was  among  the  scattered  habitations  of  a 
pioneer  community.  He  began  contributing  to 
his  ow'n  support  so  early  that  his  career  seems 
ahvays  to  have  been  in  his  ovi’n  hands.  He  became 
a farmer  from  the  first  and  while  his  resources 
amounted  to  naught  then,  his  condition  and  his 
prospects  warranted  him  in  buying  a farm  be- 
fore he  left  Missouri  and  upon  this  the  first 
y'cars  of  his  married  life  were  spent. 

Having  reached  Queens  Peak,  he  first  located  in 
Adaire,  the  first  town  attempted  at  the  Peak,  but 
when  this  hamlet  seemed  doomed  to  die  he  bought 
a forty-acre  tract  southeast  of  nature’s  landmark 
and  laid  out  the  village  of  Queens  Peak.  Lots 
sold  readily  and  the  place  grew  to  be  a respect- 
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able  littie  low  n in  a >hort  tiiiiK.  It  had  seven 
■-tiTes,  two  gill';,  two  blacksmith  shops,  a hotel 
and  a schoolhousc  and  was  the  leading  business 
point  in  iho  south  eml  of  -Montague  county  un- 
til r.owie  outstripped  it  and  tinally  drew  off  its 
substantial  support,  when  it  went  the  way  of 
Adaire  and  is  now  only  a menic>ry. 

While  Oueen.s  Peak  was  in  existence  i'lr. 
Arnold  was  one  of  it.s  general  merchants  and 
built  and  operated  a gin,  and  was  one  of  the 
last  to  abandon  the  town  to  its  fate.  Early  in 
the  eighties  he  resumed  fanning  and  rai.sing 
stock  in  which  his  success  has  been  marked  and 
constant.  Hi.s  dominions  embrace  five  hundred 
and  fifty  acres  of  lanil,  extensively  farmed  and 
amply  stocked  with  cattle,  horses  anil  mules,  the 
breeding  of  which  latter  he  has  lately  made  a 
special  feature  of  his  varied  affairs. 

In  ninton  county,  IMissouri,  December  7,  1871, 
Albert  G.  -\mold  married  Frances  1-einhart.  a 
daughter  of  Eli  and  -Malinda  tRiggerstaff  ) Leiii- 
hart.  who  settled  in  Mi.s.souri  from  Kentucky. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Arnold’s  children  are;  Nora  Or- 
pha,  w ife  of  Dr.  Clark,  of  Salona,  Te.xas ; Fred 
Lawrence,  who  married  Stella  Stephens,  re- 
sides in  Oklahoma  and  has  issue,  Cleo,  Vorce 
an<l  Opal ; Woodie.  of  Marlow,  Indian  Territory; 
Trula  Pearl,  wife  of  .Mdo  Ctilberhouse,  of 
•Sweetwater,  Oklahoma : Quinton  Milo,  Essig 
1-orain.  Roland  C..  and  Turney  M.,  and  Lester, 
who  died  at  the  age  of  two  years. 

The  -Arnolds  of  the  earlier  time  were  affiliated 
with  the  ^\  hig  and  Republican  fiarties,  but  our 
subject  has  allied  himself,  from  his  majority, 
wu'lh  (he  Democrats,  but  has  manifested  no  po- 
litical ambition.  Me  has  served  as  school  trus- 
tee. he  belict  c.s  in  religiotis  teachings  and  is 
a member  of  the  Christian  church. 

CHARLES  E.  WILLI  \MS.  of  J lalhart. 
during  the  last  fifteen  or  twenty'  years  has 
probably  drilled  as  many  wells  in  the  Pan- 
handle country'  as  any  other  one  man,  and  in 
this  industry,  so  indi'-pensalile  to  the  welfare 
and  progress  of  this  part  of  the  slate,  he  has 
Iteen  unusually  successful,  and  he  is  recognized 
as  a hnsiiiess  man  of  large  ability  and  a citizen 
of  eminent,  |.mblic  spirit  and  personal  worth. 

-Mr.  Williains  is  a native  of  the  state  of  In- 
diana. born  near  Greensbiirg,  rteealnr  county, 
in  his  jiarents,  Lmiden  ami  Harriet  Emily 

(Ht  ans  i Ys’illiains,  being  natives  of  the  same 
state  and  now'  residents  cif  the  Panhandle.  The 
entire  family  moved  to  Texas  in  1880,  locating 
near  Lawrence  in  Kaufman  count}',  and  four 
years  later  went  out  iutci  the  western  country' 
anil  loc.'ited  on  a ranch  in  Fisher  comity, 


where  the  father  was  engaged  quite  extcnsively 
in  the  cattle  business.  Air.  Louden  Williams 
lived  in  Fisher  county  for  sixteen  years,  his 
sons  in  the  meantime  going  up  into  Northwest 
Texas  in  the  newer  country,  and  in  1900  he 
followed  them  and  moved  to  Dallam  county', 
he  and  his  good  wife  now  re.siding  on  one  of 
the  Williams  ranches  seventeen  miles  cast  of 
Idalhart, 

In  1886  Mr.  Charles  E.  Williams  left  his 
father’s  ranch  in  Fisher  county'  and  took  a 
contract  with  the  Capitol  Sy'iidicatc  Cattle 
Company'  (X  I T ranch)  to  dig  a number  of 
wells  on  their  ranch.  At  that  time  the  X I T 
was  the  big.gest  ranch  in  the  world,  extending 
over  several  counties  in  the  Panhandle  and 
comprising  three  million  acres  of  land.  In  the 
fiilfillmeiU  of  Ills  contract  Mr.  Williams  drilled 
wells  in  Hockley',  Lamb,  Floyd  and  other 
counties,  and  he  has  been  extaisively  engaged 
ill  this  line  of  business  ever  since  1886.  He 
was  drilling  wells  for  the  X I T company' 
south  of  the  Canadian  river  until  1888,  when 
he  came  up  to  Hartley  county'  and  drilled  a 
well  at  Hartley  for  the  Fort  Worth  and  Den- 
ver road,  which  was  completed  through  this 
couiity  in  1888.  For  several  y'cars  thereafter 
he  was  drilling  wells  along  the  line  of  the  Fort 
Worth  and  Denver  from  the  city  of  Fort 
Worth  to  Pueblo,  Colorado. 

When  the  Rock  Island  Sy'stcm  graded  their 
El  Paso  line  through  Dallam  and  Hartley  coun- 
ties early  in  1901,  Mr.  Williams  entered  into  a 
contract  to  drill  wells  along  the  line,  and  since 
that  lime  has  put  down  thirteen  wells  for  that 
company.  Since  the  town  of  Dalhart  was  started 
in  Kpi  he  has  made  his  home  at  this  place, 
where  he  has  built  a nice,  comforrahle  residence, 
identifying  himself  thoroughly  with  the  life  of 
the  lown.  In  July'.  1901,  he  drilled  a well  in 
r)alhart  three  hundred  and  sixteen  feet  in  depth, 
and  cstahli.shed  the  Dalhart  water  works,  which 
has  ever  since  that  time  supplied  first-class  water 
to  the  residents  and  has  proved  one  of  the  most 
important  addiiions  in  making  Dalhart  a flour- 
ishing, up-to-date  little  city.  In  September, 
1904,  -Mr.  Williams  sold  this  plant  to  a company 
knovMi  as  the  Dalhart  Water  Works  Comjiany, 
and  since  that  time  he  has  coiiiinuecl  his  occupa- 
tion of  drilling  wells  for  railroads  and  private 
individuals  in  this  sectiem  of  the  country'. 

Mr.  XA’illiams,  has  three  brothers  wlio  arc  suc- 
cessful cattle  ranchers  in  this  part  of  the  state. 
Sam  and  Otto  Mb  are  in  Dallam  county,  and 
F.  S.  is  in  Hartley  county.  Mr.  Williams  was 
married  in  October.  t8oL>.  to  Miss  Anna  Atkin- 
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son,  a dang’hter  of  Georg'e  F.  Atkinson,  a promi- 
nent old-timer  of  Texas  who  was  born  and 
reared  in  Jack  county  and  for  several  years  has 
lived  in  the  Panhandle,  Mr.  Williams  was 
elected  and  serv'ed  as  treasurer  of  Hartley 
county  when  it  was  first  organized,  in  1891.  Mr. 
Williams  affiliates  with  the  Knights  of  Pythias, 
and  his  wife  is  a member  <if  the  Methodist 
church. 

JOSIAH  M.  CARTER,  of  Plain  view.  Hale 
county,  was  the  first  permanent  settler  of  this 
West  Texas  town,  and  has  been  promincntl-y 
engaged  in  the  real  estate  business  and  in  ranch- 
ing in  that  locality  for  more  than  fifteen  years. 
He  is  a public-spirited,  enterprising  and  ener- 
getic man,  capable  in  all  lines  of  his  endeavors, 
and  has  made  and  deserved  a fine  success  in  his 
career, 

Mr.  Carter  was  horn  in  Lincoln  county.  Ken- 
tucky, in  1840,  a son  of  Champe  and  Maiy 
(Montgomery)  Carter.  Both  parents  were  na- 
tives of  Virginia,  whence  they  moved  to  IJn- 
coln  county,  Kentucky,  after  their  marriage. 
The  mother  <lied  at  Stamford  in  that  countv  in 
1856.  Champe  Carter  was  county  clerk  of  Lin- 
coln county  for  a number  of  years,  and  also 
practiced  law  at  the  countv  seat  of  Stamford,  In 
1859  he  brought  his  family  to  Texas,  locating 
at  Milford  in  Ellis  county,  where  he  was  a prom- 
inent and  widely  known  lawyer  for  a long  num- 
ber of  years.  Ilis  later  years  he  passed  at  dif- 
ferent places,  living  with  his  children,  and  he 
died  at  Chapel  Hill,  Washington  countv,  in  1874. 

Mr.  Carter  grew  to  manhood  at  Milford,  tliis 
state,  but  got  most  of  his  education  at  Stamford, 
Kentucky,  to  which  place  he  returned,  some 
years  after  the  family  moved  to  Texas,  and  at- 
tended school  there  for  four  years.  .After  finish- 
ing his  schooling  he  came  back  to  Ellis  county, 
where  he  was  engaged  in  farming  for  some  time. 
During  the  past  twenty  years  he  has  been  en- 
gaged quite  extensively  in  the  land  business  in 
Western  Texas.  He  has  been  a resident  of  Hale 
county  since  1887,  and  on  coming  to  this  county 
he  took  up  some  land  north  of  where  Plainview 
is  now  located.  However,  the  cotinty  was  not 
organized  nor  the  town  started  until  August, 
1888.  and  when  he  arrived  here  there  was  onlv 
one  house  in  the  county  that  was  constructed  of 
lumber,  and  that  belonged  to  Horatio  Graves  at 
Hale  Center.  Hale  county  was  thus  entirelv 
new  and  unsettled,  and  Mr.  Carter  has  borne  a 
prominent  part  in  all  its  subsequent  develop- 
ment and  progress.  At  tbe  present  time  he 
owns  a fine  lot  of  land  in  the  county,  west  of 


Plainview,  where  he  has  had  special  success  in 
alfalfa  growfng,  and  has  handled  all  his  ranch- 
ing and  farming  enterprises  with  a great  deal  of 
success.  His  home  and  his  land  business  are  at 
Plainview.  and  he  is  one  of  the  prominent  citi- 
zens of  that  town,  where  he  has  lived  from  the 
inception  of  the  town, 

Mr.  Carter's  wife,  who  is  deceased,  and  to 
whom  he  was  married  at  Milford,  was  Miss 
Amanda  McGilton,"  who  left  three  children, 
namely:  Eli  M..  Thomas  B.  and  Ellis  B.  Mr. 
Carter  tiffilialcs  with  the  Independent  Order  of 
Odd  Fellows,  and  may  be  found  supporting 
ever}'  movement  for  the  general  welfare  and 
progess  of  his  communit}’. 

TfiO.MAS  E.  LEWIS,  of  Fort  Worth,  Tex, is, 
is  a native  of  Moultrie  county.  Illinois,  and  a 
son  of  Dr.  T.  Y.  and  Cordelia  ( Elder ) Lewis. 

Dr.  T.  Y.  Lew  is  was  bf)rn  in  Shell)}  ville,  Illi- 
nois ; studied  medicine  and  became  a prominent 
physician  at  Sullivan,  v\here  he  lived  for  many 
year.s;  came  to  Texas  with  his  family  in  1 881  and 
located  at  Dublin,  in  Erath  county,  where  he  is 
still  in  the  active  practice  of  medicine  and  is  a 
wtII  known  citizen,  having  besides  his  profes- 
sional interests  a fine  ranch  stocked  with  Nor- 
man horses  and  Durham  cattle.  His  wife,  a 
native  of  .Sidlivan,  Illinoi.s,  is  a member  of  a 
Tennessee  family  who  were  for  the  most  fiart 
merchants. 

Mr,  Lewis'  paternal  grandfather  was  born  and 
reared  in  Bostoii.  He  was  de.sccndcd  from  the 
Lewis  of  Lewu's  and  Clark  fame,  the  original 
progenitors  of  the  familv  having  come  to  this 
country  from  England,  settling  in  Massachusetts 
Colony,  where  they  figured  prominently  in  com- 
mercial affairs,  invariably  being  successful.  An- 
cestors of  Mr.  Lewis  were  owners  of  the  Long 
Wharf  at  Boston  in  Revolutionary  times.  Grand- 
fatlier  Lewis  pioneered  to  Illinois  at  an  early 
day,  making  the  journey  by  way  of  canal  boats, 
stage  coaches,  etc.,  and  settled  at  Slielbyville, 
where  he  was  a prominent  merchant. 

Thomas  E.  Lewis  received  his  education  at 
.Sullivan,  and  wa.s  a noting  fellow  when  the  fam- 
ily came  to  Texas.  In  those  days  cattle  being 
the  paramount  industry  in  this  portion  of  Texas, 
he  engaged  for  sonic  time  as  manager  of  a cattle 
and  horse  ranch.  When  still  quite  a young  man 
he  went  into  the  hardware  business  at  Dublin, 
and  was  successfully  engaged  in  the  same  for 
four  years.  Being  ambitious  and  wishing  to 
conduct  larger  operations,  he  W’ent  to  Corpus 
Chrisli,  Texas,  on  the  gulf  coast,  w hich  was  then 
in  the  ijicipient  throe.<  of  a boom,  and  com- 
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mcnced  dealing  in  real  estate.  In  this  ven- 
ture he  rvas  successful  until  the  panic  of 
1803  caused  a collapse.  He  uas  there  about 
two  years,  and  then  he  took  the  general  south- 
ern ag^ency  for  the  I'orshon  Balance  Scale  Cpnt- 
pany  of  New  York.  Following  this  he  went  on 
the  road  for  a bngg\-  manufacturing  company, 
selling  Irugg'ics  in  Texa.s,  Louisiana,  Arkansas, 
Indian  Territory,  and  Oklahoma.  About  this 
time  the  discovery  and  application  of  acetylene 
gas  came  to  his  attention,  and  he  eras  one  of 
the  first  in  the  United  States  to  introduce  acety- 
lene gas  and  sell  machines  for  generating  .same, 
introducing  it  all  over  Texas  and  adjacent  ter- 
ritory. Previous  to  going  into  the-  gas  l:)usincss 
he  had  spent  a short  time  a.s  right-of-way  and 
town-site  agent  for  the  Deni.scm  and  Northern 
Railway,  which  was  projected  to  be  fmilt  north- 
ward from  Denison  through  the  Indian  Terri- 
tory. 

After  discontinuing  the  acetylene  gas  biisi- 
nes.s,  Mr.  Lewis  cast  about  for  a suitable  home 
and  business  in  or  near  Forth  Worth,  which 
has  been  liis  headquarters  for  some  time,  and 
after  driving  over  considerable  countiw'  around 
the  city  he  decided  to  locate  at  what  he  subse- 
quently named  Sagamore  Hill,  about  four  miles 
east  of  the  F.u't  Worth  courthouse.  Here  he 
purchased  some  lamh  In  1903  the  Fort  Worth 
and  Dallas  interurban  electric  line  was  com- 
pleted, which  rums  dircctl\  by  his  property,  mak- 
ing It  an  ideal  place  for  .-uburban  residence,  with 
the  quick  and  ea.«y  transportation  thus  a.fiforded. 
.Since  tlie  completion  of  the  road  the  adjacent 
property  a.*;  far  out  as  Handley  is  becoming 
settled  with  pretty  suburban  residences,  and  has 
greatly  enhanced  in  value.  Mr.  Lewis’  own 
lu)Tne  site  is  ideally  situated,  being  on  the  high- 
e.'t  point  between  Dallas  ami  Fort  Wemth,  and 
commanding  a magnihcciu  view  of  the  latter 
cit\ . Besides  hi.'  borne  jilace,  Mr.  Lewis  has  ad- 
joining valuable  acreage  and  platted  residence 
lots  which  he  is  selling  to  homo  builders.  .Saga- 
more Hill  will  unrloubtedly  be  one  of  the  most 
attractive  .suburb.'  of  Foi't  W’orth. 

!\Ir.  .L.ewis  married  i\Iiss  Hattie  M.  Brown, 
who  was  born  and  reared  in  .Me.xrco,  ’\Ussouri, 
and  they  have  one  son,  Thomas  Y. 

W.  T.  M.'W'RY.  Tliv"  Manry  family  origin- 
ally emigrated  from  .England  to  Ccoi-gia  and 
thence  to  Tennessee.  I'he  great-grandfather  of 
W T.  ]\Ianrv  was  familiarly  known  as  Jack 
Manry  and  was  the  first  representative  of  the 
name  in  thi.'  country.  One  of  his  sons  was 
Ivdward  .!\Ia!iry,  a native  of  Georgia,  and  the 


latter  had  a son  who  was  called  Richard  and  who 
was  born  in  iMcMinn  county,  Tennessee,  in  1828. 
lie  was  the  father  of  W.  T.  Mam-y  of  this  review' 
and  he  left  Tennessee  in  1861,  making  his  w'ay 
to  Missouri,  residing  in  the  southern  part  of 
that  state  until  1876.  He  then  removed  to 
Texas,  locating  in  Denton  county  and  he  died 
there  in  the  fall  of  1S87.  He  was  a farmer  by 
occupation,  devoting  his  entire  life  to  general 
agricultural  pursuits.  In  iMcMinn  county,  Ten- 
nessee, about  1851  or  1852,  he  was  married  to 
Miss  ilaiT  Jane  Rue,  a native  of  that  state. 
She  is  still  living  and  makes  her  home  in  Snyder, 
Texas.  Ill  their  family  there  were  nine  children, 
five  son.s  and  tour  daughters,  wdio  lived  to  ma- 
turity. The  elde.st  son  is  now  deceased,  but  the 
others  yet  .survive. 

William  Taylor  Manry,  son  of  Richard  and 
Mary  Jane  iManry,  was  born  in  MciMinn  county, 
Tennessee,  November  26,  1857.  He  spent  his 
boyhood  days  on  his  father’s  farm  and  removed 
with  the  farnilv  to  Missouri,  and  afterward  to 
Texas,  coming  to  the  latter  state  in  1876  when 
nineteen  years  of  age.  His  educational  privi- 
leges were  v'ery  limited  and  the  only  opportuni- 
ties ill  that  direction  that  he  enjoyed  were  offered 
l)v  the  common  country  schfHils.  When  twenty- 
one  years  of  age  he  arranged  with  his  father 
and  rai.sed  a crop  upon  his  bather's  place.  In 
fact  he  carried  on  farming  in  this  way  for  two 
years,  when  he  purchased  a tract  of  land  in  the 
same  neighborhood  in  Denton  county'  and  there 
devoted  his  attention  to  farming  until  1889. 

Oil  the  6ih  of  August.  1886,  Nlr.  iManry  w’as 
married  to  Miss  Z\Iary  Louisa  Liggon,  a native 
of  Titus  county,  Texas,  and  daughter  of  James 
Lig'gon.  They  have  but  one  child,  Lillian 
Louise,  born  Januaiw  23.  1S90,  in  Scurry  county, 
the  parents  having  removed  to  this  county  the 
previous  vear.  They'  located  at  Snyder,  wFerc 
Mr.  .Manry  . in  connection  with  his  brother,  J.  R. 
^Innrv,  opened  a grocery’  .store.  They  con- 
ducted the  biisiness  together  for  five  y'cars,  when 
in  ]8f_>4..  Mr.  Manry  purchased  bus  brother’s  in- 
terest .and  continued  the  trade  alone  for  the  suc- 
ceeding four  years.  In  1S9S  lie  added  a stock 
of  dry’  goods,  and  a year  later  closed  out  the 
gToccrv  department,  putting  in  a full  line  of 
clrv  goods,  clothing,  notions  and  furnishing 
gooils.  His  business  has  constantly  increased 
until  at  the  present  time,  in  order  to  meet  the 
growing  demands  of  the  trade,  he  carries  the 
largest  stock  of  goods  between  Abilene  and 
El  Paso. 

Mr.  Manrv  is  an  enterpri.sing  citizen  of 
Snvder  who  has  witne.ssed  almost  the  entire 
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development  of  the  town  and  has  for  the  last 
sixteen  years  taken  an  active  part  in  supporting 
and  promoting  any  enterprise  tending  to  the 
public  good.  In  business  matters  he  lias  been 
eminently  successful  and  is  rated  with  the 
wealthy  men  of  this  immediate  section.  The 
lessons  wdiich  he  learned  in  early  life — lessons 
of  industry,  perseverance  and  determination — 
have  been  of  inestimable  value  to  him  in  all  of 
his  dealings  in  later  years,  and  by  strict  economy 
and  diligent  attention  to  his  business,  even  to 
the  minutest  detail,  he  has  steadily  worked  his  , 
way  upward  until  he  ranks  today  with  the  most 
prosperous  business  men  of  this  part  of  the 
state.  His  life  record  offers  a splendid  example 
to  the  yomig  men  who  would  win  success,  for 
his  career  proves  that  prosperity  and  an  honored 
name  itiay  be  gained  simultaneously.  He  has 
lost  but  twenty-one  days  from  business  during 
his  sixteen  years  residence  in  Snyder  and  is  now' 
in  control  of  one  of  the  largest  -mercantile 
houses  of  western  Texas.  Hi.s  methods  neither 
seek  nor  require  disguise  but  have  been  wrought 
out  along  original  lines  that  indicate  his  excel- 
lent judgment,  keen  foresight  and  ready  adapta- 
bility. 

HENRY  HARRISON  WELLS.  In  the  year 
1895  the  community  of  Grafton  received  among 
its  thrifty  and  forehanded  population  a settler 
whose  course  during  the  succeeding  decade  has 
been  marked  by  a steady  and  material  pecuniary 
advance  and  who  has  established  hiitiself  in  the 
goodwill  and  confidence  of  a w'ide  circle  of  Wise 
county’s  business  men.  He  came  as  a quiet  citi- 
zen without  blu.ster  or  trumpet’s  blast,  seeking 
a location  and  an  opportunity  for  the  e.xercise  of 
his  industry  and  intelligence  to  the  end  that,  in 
the  evening  of  life,  he  and  his  might  be  pro- 
vided with  those  substantial  elements  so  con- 
ducive to  the  real  enjoyments  of  retired  exist- 
ence. 

Mr.  Wells  chose  his  location  on  the  George  R. 
Craft  v>re-ernption  and  his  fertile  and  productive 
farm  lies  against  the  site  of  the  village  of  Craft- 
ton.  of  which  its  owner  is  a leading  and  influential 
spirit.  He  came  hither  from  Thackerville  in  the 
Oiicka.saw'  Nation,  w'here  for  eleven  years  he 
plied  his  vocation  as  a farmer  as  a lessee  of  the 
lands  of  ‘‘Poor  Lo.”  Ardmore  was  hi.s  chief 
trading  point  and  while  there  he  w'as  informed 
by  the  judge  of  the  peace  court  that  he  signed 
the  first  bond  given  at  that  place  in  an  assault 
and  battery  case.  He  went  to  the  Indian  country 
as  a poor  man  in  the  hope  the  title  to  its  lands 
might  soon  be  gained  by  the  whites,  but,  in  time. 


he  despaired  of  this  event  and  although  pros- 
perity regularh'  came  to  him,  he  decided  to 
change  his  location  to  the  fertile  and  titled  soil  of 
Te.xas  and  at  once  acquire  a home. 

Januar>'  6,  1841,  Henr,’  H.  Wells  was  born  in 
Tippah  county,  Mississippi.  His  father,  Rev. 
Joseph  Wells,  founded  the  family  there  when 
a young  man,  a settler  from  Giles  county,  Ten- 
nessee, where  hi.s  birth  occurred  in  iSii.  For 
fifty  years  the  latter  Was  a hlcthodist  minister 
and  when  the  rebellion  came  on  he  was  made 
colonel  of  the- Twenty -tliird  Mississippi  Infan- 
try. He  was  a doctrinal  preacher  and  w'orked 
chiefly  as  a supply  and  was  knowm  w'idely  for 
many  years  prior  to  his  death,  which  occurred 
in  Prenti.ss  county  in  1895.  In  early  life  he  was 
a 'ATig.  but  later  a Democrat,  and  was  a son  of 
John  \Vells,  who  died  in  Tippah  county'.  John 
Wells  was  born  in  Virginia,  pa.ssed  hi.s  life  in 
rural  pursuits  and  lived  in  Tennessee  a few 
years  on  his  way  from  the  Old  Dominion  state 
to  his  final  location  in  Mississippi.  He  married 
Miss  Livingston,  who  bore  him:  William,  Levi, 
John.  Pleasant,  i^Iile.s,  Rev.  Joseph,  i\'Irs.  Dr. 
Biggs,  Mrs.  Dr.  Harrison,  IMrs.  Elizia  Bennett 
and  Mrs.  George  Miller. 

Rev.  Joseph  WYlls  married  Sarah,  a daughter 
of  John  Rums,  of  Maury  county.  Tennessee.  Mr. 
Burns  was  a native  Irishman  and  lived  and  died 
on  his  farm  in  the  .state  of  Mississippi.  Mrs. 
Wells  passed  away  in  1881,  the  mother  of:  Pink- 
ney, who  died  young,  and  Miles,  who  died  a 
prisoner  of  war  in  Chicago;  William  died  in 
Mississippi ; IMary,  wife  of  John  A.  Stokes,  of 
Prentiss  county,  Missi.ssippi ; Nancy,  deceased 
w'ife  of  John  Bartlett,  cf  the  same  county;  Aman- 
da, wife  of  J.  K.  Bartlett,  of  Tippah  county, 
Alis.sissippi ; Henry  H.,  of  this  sketch;  John,  who 
died  in  the  military  prison  of  the  Federals  at 
Chicago;  Watson,  of  Hall  county,  Texas;  and 
Wilson,  of  Union  county.  Iilississippi. 

A limited  education  in  the  district  school  came 
to  Henry  H.  Wells  as  he  .grew  up  on  tlie  farm  in 
Tipjiah  and  Prentiss  counties,  JMississippi,  and 
he  was  just  past  his  majority  year  when  the  dif- 
ferences between  tlie  north  and  the  south  broke 
into  opv:n  hostilities.  In  1862  be  joined  Company 
H,  Tliirtv-fourth  Mississippi  Infantry.  Colonel 
Benton,  and  became  a part  of  the  Anny  of  the 
Tennessee.  He  was  i!)  engagements  at  Farring- 
ton and  Jilurfreesboro.  in  the  Missionary  Ridge 
campaign  and  on  south  to  the  defense  of  Atlan- 
ta. August  3.  1864,  he  was  captured  near  At- 
lanta and  taken  to  Camp  Chase,  Ohio,  and  held  a 
prisoner  of  war  until  March  17.  1865.  when 
he  was  paroled  at  Richmond  and  permitted  to 
return  home. 
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As  he  been  reared  a farn'.tr  Mr.  Wells  re- 
suiiierl  the  vocation  on  returning  to  civil  pur- 
suits and  continued  it  in  the  state  almost  twenty 
year.s,  when  he  ca.st  his  fortunes  with  the  Indian 
country  of  the  west  and  added  his  vigor  And 
strength  and  that  of  his  family  to  the  civiliza- 
tion of  the  frontier. 

In  Augu.st.  i86o,  Air.  W'clls  married  Martha 
T.  Handcock,  a daughter  of  Benjamin  and  Ma- 
tilda (Ramsey  ) Handcock,  and  they  began  life 
modestly  and  on  a rented  farm.  The  issue  of 
their  union  arc:  Mary,  wife  of  William  Hayes, 
of  Howie:  Eftle,  wife  of  Z.  B.  Shnrbet,  of  Alon- 
tagne  county;  Annie,  who  married  Dr.  Hunt  and 
died  in  Grafton ; .Arthur  B.,  an  employe  of  the 
mercantile  firm  of  Roliert  MTil,  of  Bowie;  Joseph 
B..  of  Grafton,  married  Lula  Harris;  Ida,  widow 
of  Mark  Miflan;  Henry  B.,  married  Ella  Under- 
uond  who  resides  near  Grafton  ; Marvin,  who  was 
accidentally  killed  at  Thackerville,  Indian  Ter- 
ritory; Amy.  wife  of  Rome  Harrisy,  and  Miss 
Tisha,  the  only  child  yet  at  the  old  home. 

Mr.  Wells  has  affiliated  with  the  Democratic 
party  from  his  first  ^ote  and  while  in  the  Terri- 
tory he  was  deputy  United  States  marshal  and 
also  a notary  public.  In  wise  county  he  has 
filled  the  office  of  notary  and  that  of  justice  of 
the  fK-ace  of  Precinct  No.  3.  He  is  a Mason  of 
Grafton  Lodge  No.  617.  and  the  family  hold  al- 
legiance to  the  Gumberland  Presbyterian  church. 

F.  J.  GRAA'L'M,  cashier  of  the  Snyder  Na- 
tional Bank  at  Snyder.  Texa.-,  was  born  in  Jas- 
{ler  county,  Alissouri.  Alay  <),  t86:).  His  father 
W.  J.  G.  Grayiim,  was  also  a native  of  Missouri, 
born  in  the  central  portion  of  the  state  near 
Jefferson  Gity.  in  18J3.  He  was  a farmer  by 
occupation  and  followed  that  pursuit  during  the 
greater  part  of  his  life.  In  the  fall  of  1S61  he 
emigrated  to  Texas,  settling  near  Waco  in  Falls 
county.  On  account  of  his  southern  procliii- 
tics  he  was  a refugee  from  the  north  to  this 
country,  and  in  the  following  spring  he  enlisted 
in  the  Gonfedcrate  service  but  had  been  at  the 
front  for  only  a short  time  when  he  was  e.xcuscd 
from  active  partinjiation  in  the  movements  of 
the  army,  and  commissicuied  to  look  after  the 
interests  of  the  widows  whose  husbands  had 
fallen  in  battle.  He  also  operated  a grist-mill 
on  hi.s  own  account  and  on  some  occa.sions  fur- 
nished sujiplies  to  the  troops  which  jiassed  by  in 
fheir  line  of  march.  He  lived  in  Falls  county 
for  about  tweiny-two  years  and  in  1884  removed 
to  Alison.  Jones  county,  where  he  resided  up  to 
the  time  of  his  death,  which  occurred  on  the  ist 
of  October.  1(^)4-  He  was  familiar  with  the  de- 
\e!o|)rmin  of  this  countrr  and  he  lived  to  see 


many  changes  here  as  the  w ork  of  progress  and 
improvement  was  carried  forward.  He  was  a 
man  of  especial  religious  nature,  a faithful  mem- 
ber of  the  Baptist  church  and  strictly  moral  and 
upright  in  all  his  habits  and  belief.  He  married 
Aliss  Derinda  Gist,  a native  of  Alissouri,  in  which 
state  the  wedding  was  celebrated  and  she  now' 
makes  her  home  at  Stamford,  Texas.  In  the 
family  were  three  children,  who  are  yet  living: 
Ellen,  now  the  wife  of  D.  J.  Olinger,  of  Luders, 
Jones  county,  Texas;  Emma,  the  wife  of  J.  S. 
Alorrow  , of  Stamford.  Jones  county ; and  Frank 
Jonah,  whose  name  introduces  this  review. 
There  were  al.so  three  other  children,  a son  and 
two  daughters,  who  are  now  deceased. 

Frank  J.  Grayum  was  only  about  a year  and 
a half  old  when  his  parents  came  to  Texas  and 
was  reared  upon  a farm  in  Falls  count}.  He  be- 
gan his  education  in  one  of  the  old-time  sub- 
'scrijjiion  schools  and  later  attended  the  public 
schools  of  the  neighborhood  with  the  exception 
of  one  year  spent  as  a student  in  the  Washington 
and  Lee  l.miversity  at  Lexington.  Virginia,  dur- 
ing the  session  of  1881-82.  In  the  autumn  of 
the  latter  year  he  returned  to  Falls  county, 
Texas,  and  after  spending  a year  and  a half  on 
his  falhcwh  farm  removed  to  Jones  county  with 
his  father  in  1884.  He  there  became  connected 
with  agricultural  pursuits  which  he  followed  for 
five  years. 

On  the  2d  of  December,  1885.  Air,  Grayum 
was  married  to  Aliss  Sallie  Penick,  of  Windsor, 
Alissouri.  a daughter  of  W.  B.  Penick,  now  of 
Stamford.  Te.xas.  On  the  loth  of  Uecernber, 
1889.  Air.  Grayum  with  his  family  removed  to 
Snyder.  ,^curr}'  county,  where  he  has  since  made 
his  home.  Here  he  opened  a drug  store  under 
the  firm  name  of  .\utcn  & Grayum,  his  partner 
being  L.  K.  Auten,  and  in  April,  1890,  he  estab- 
lished a private  bank  under  the  firm  name  of 
F.  J.  Grayum  & Gompany.  which  was  the  first 
banking  institution  organized  in  Scurry  county. 
The  drug  business  has  been  continued  down  to 
the  jiresent  time,  and  the  onlv  changre  that  has 
occurred  of  any  note  was  effected  January  i, 
11)05.  when  the  business  was  incorporated  under 
the  laws  of  Texas  as  the  Grayum  Drug  Gom- 
panv  with  a capital  stock  of  tcu  thousand  dollars 
all  ])aid  up.  'Fhis  is  one  of  the  largest  drug  con- 
cerns in  w'cstern"  Texas,  doing  a splendid  busi- 
ness that  far  exceeds  the  sales  of  most  enter- 
prises of  this  character.  On  the  13th  of  Alarch, 
11)05.  the  private  bank  of  Air.  Grayum  was 
converted  into  a national  bank  with  a capital 
stock  of  fifty  thousand  dollars  under  the  name 
.of  the  .Snvdcr  .National  Bank,  and  the  c'fficers 
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of  the  new  institution  are : W^  A.  Fuller,  presi- 
dent; E.  \V.  Clark,  vice  president;  F.  J.  Grajoim, 
cashier;  and  O.  P.  Thrane,  assistant  cashier. 
The  present  bank  building  was  commenced  about 
the  1st  of  June,  1905,  and  was  completed  for 
occupancy  on  the  ist  of  November  of  that  year. 
The  building  is  a handsome  brick  structure,  two 
stories  in  height  and  the  furnishings  are  of  the 
latest  pattern  of  design  both  for  elegance  and 
convenience.  The  cost  of  the  building,  includ- 
ing the  site  and  furnishings,  was  over  eight  thou- 
sand dollars. 

Mr.  Grayuni  is  a practical  business  man  and 
it  is  through  his  earnest  endeavors  and  capabil- 
ities that  he  has  won  success  and  is  now  at  the 
head  of  largely  increasing  business  interests.  In 
addition  to  his  business  concerns  in  Snyder  he 
also  owns  a farm  of  three  hundred  and  fifty'-five 
acres  in  Ellis  county^  the  most  of  which  is  under 
cultivation. 

Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Grayum  have  Iteen  born 
four  daughters : Ida,  Edna,  Mary  and  Alice.  Mr. 
Grayum  belongs  to  the  Baptist  church,  with 
which  he  has  been  identified  for  twenty-eight 
years.  He  is  a progressive  and  public-spirited 
citizen,  interested  in  all  that  pertains  to  the  wel- 
fare and  upbuilding  of  the  county'  along  material, 
social,  intellectual  and  moral  lines. 

DAVTD  NATION.  In  every  community  are 
found  men  who  are  leaders  in  the  public  life  and 
business  circles  of  the  city  and  are  therefore 
the  real  founders  and  promoters  of  the  town 
that  they  have  cho.sen  as  a place  of  residence. 
In  the  thriving  little  city  of  Snyder,  Texas,  there 
are  a number  of  good  business  houses,  but 
prominent  among  them  is  that  of  the  Sny'der 
Mercantile  Company  and  of  this  organization 
David  Nation  is  the  president  and  manager.  Mr. 
Nation  is  a genial,  whole-souled  man  whose  life 
largely  exemplifies  the  spirit  of  we.stern  enter- 
prise. He  also  displays  many  of  the  strong 
southern  traits  and  comes  of  a family'  from  north- 
ern Alabama.  His  father,  David  Nation,  left 
Blount  county,  Alabama,  in  the  fall  of  1865,  just 
after  the  close  of  the  Civil  war,  removing  thence 
to  Mississippi,  where  he  spent  two  years.  In 
1867  he  became  a resident  of  Smith  county, 
Texas,  there  he  remained  for  a year  and  then 
removed  to  Ellis  county,  Texas,  where  his  death 
occurred  about  1885.  He  was  a farmer  by  oc- 
cupation and  followed  that  pursuit  throughout 
his  entire  life,  save  for  the  period  spent  in  the 
Confederate  service  during  the  w’ar,  covering 
about  three  years.  During  a part  of  this  time 
he  acted  as  conscript  officer.  In  his  religious 


views  he  was  a Primitive  Flaptist  and  he  always 
took  an  active  interest  in  church  matters.  In 
I)olitics  he  was  an  unfaltering  Democrat  but 
never  sought  office  as  the  reward  for  party  fealty. 
He  married  Miss  Retsie  Hood,  who  was  a na- 
tive of  North  Carolina  and  in  their  family  were 
eleven  children,  of  whom  five  sons  and  five 
<laughters  reached  adult  age.  The  sons  are  all 
yet  living  and  arc  now  well  situated  in  life,  be- 
ing pro.sperous  residents  of  Texas. 

David  .Nation  w'as  born  October  6,  1854.  in 
Blount  coiinty,  Alabama,  was  there  reared  and 
made  his  home  in  that  locality'  througfi  the 
period  of  strife  between  the  north  and  the  south, 
during  which  time  he  learned  many  valuable 
lessons  of  life  that  have  been  a source  of  profit 
to  him  in  later  years.  His  educational  privi- 
leges were  limited  to  three  months  attendance  at 
school,  for  the  fortunes  of  war  made  it  impossi- 
ble for  the  schools  of  the  locality  to  be  main- 
tained. He  was  about  thirteen  years  of  age 
when  the  family  removed  to  Texas  and  he  made 
his  home  with  his  father  until  he  had  reached 
the  age  of  twenty-tw'O  years,  when  he  was  mar- 
ried, the  lady'  of  his  choice  being  Miss  Linnic 
Banks,  a native  of  Texas,  born  in  Cherokee 
county. 

Mr.  Nation  started  out  upon  his  business 
career  with  only  a saddle  and  pony.  He  en- 
gaged in  farming  in  Ellis  county  upon  rented 
land  for  two  years,  and  then  wnth  the  monev 
that  he  had  been  able  to  save  during  this  period 
he  bought  land  upon  which  he  lived  until  1890. 
In  that  year  he  came  to  Scurry  countv,  w'here  he 
has  since  made  his  home  and  he  has  been  closelv 
identified  with  its  growth  and  development  to 
the  present  time.  Here  he  first  purchased  a 
section  of  land  in  the  southeastern  part  of  the 
county  and  was  engaged  in  farming  for  three 
years.  He  then  removed  to  Snyder,  where  he 
purchased  a livery  stable  but  after  conducting  it 
for  a brief  period  he  sold  out.  He  next  bought 
a half  interest  in  a dry  goods  and  grocery  store, 
becoming  a partner  of  1.  II . Nelson  under  the 
firnt  style  of  Nelson  & Nation.  This  firm  after- 
ward erected  the  building  now  occupied  by  the 
F'axton  Hardware  Company  on  the  southwest 
corner  of  the  public  square,  making  their  head- 
quarters there  for  some  time.  In  1901  tlie  part- 
nership was  dissolved,  Mr.  Nelson  taking  the 
dry  goods  and  Mr.  Nation  the  groceries.  In 
1901  the  latter  erected  the  brick  building  on 
the  northwest  comer  of  the  sejuare  and  con- 
ducted a grocery  business  alone  for  about  a year. 
In  the  fall  of  1902  the  Snyder  Mercantile  Com- 
pany was  organized  with  J.  E.  Dodson  as  presi- 
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dent  and  C.  T.  Ghrand  vice  president  and  g'cneral 
manager.  A tear  later  IMr.  Nation  was  elected 
president  of  the  company,  and  two  years  after 
its  organizalieiii  was  chosen  g’eneral  inanag'er, 
and  ha^  since  been  tlic  cliief  executive  officer 
of  the  corporation.  The  company  is  capitalized 
at  thirty-five  thousand  dollar.s  and  deals  in  gen- 
eral merchandise  of  every  description  save  farm 
iinplenienis.  This  is  one  td  the  largest  conimer- 
cial  concerns  of  Snyder  and  derives  its  trade 
from  a large  territory.  The  patronage  is  now 
extensive  and  the  bouse  .sn.stains  a splendid  rep- 
lUation  for  its  honorable  methods,  straightfor- 
ward dealing-  and  reasonable  prices. 

Mr.  Nation,  an  enterprising  man,  has  taken 
an  active  imerest  in  the  upbuilding  of  the  county 
and  has  been  a gcncrou.s  contributor  to  the  erec- 
tion of  every  church  and  school  house  in  Scurry 
county  and  some  in  Kent  county.  Since  he  en- 
terefl  business  life  here  he  has  Iteeu  eminently 
successful.  He  possesses  the  keen  insight, 
strong  purpose  and  indefatigable  energ}  so 
necessary  to  success  in  a business  career,  and  in 
the  management  of  his  affairs  disftlays  sound 
judgment.  He  has  been  a member  of  the  Meth- 
odist church  f(>r  the  past  twenty- five  tears  and 
has  labored  earnestly  and  effectively  for  the  wel- 
fare of  the  cluirch  and  for  the  promotion  of  its 
various  activitie.s.  He  likewise  belongs  to  the 
Jilasonic  fraternity,  in  which  he  has  attained  the 
Royal  Arch  degree. 

IMr.  and  l\Irs.  Nation  have  become  the  par- 
ents of  five  children,  of  whom  two  are  living: 
Viola  and  Rural.  The  family  home  is  noted  for 
its  gericrou.'  and  warm-hearted  hospitality  and 
both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Natitjii  have  a very  wide  circle 
of  friends  in  thi.s  itart  of  the  state.  He  is  a gentle- 
man of  strt.mg  purpose,  alert  and  enterprising, 
carrying  forward  to  successful  comjile.tion  what- 
ever he  undertakes  and  his  labors  have  already- 
been  crowned  with  .-,uccessfnl  accomplishment. 

WTIXTAbl  S.  KELLY,  one  of  the  old  and 
honored  residents  of  San  Angelo,  Texas,  was 
born  in  .Autauga  county,  Alabama,  in  1847,  liis 
parents  being  John  and  Martha  (Clterry) 
Kelly,  the  former  a native  of  Ireland  and  the 
latter  of  North  Carolina.  .After  coining  to  Amer- 
ica the  father  located  in  Alabama,  and  his  death 
occurred  -ivhen  his  son  William  was  but  a lad. 
The-  mother  joined  her  son  in  Tom  Green 
county,  Texas,  and  her  deatli  occurred  in  this 
cciuniy.  William  S.  Kelly  was  piractically  reared 
by  Ills  friend,  Colonel  Frank  C.  Ta}dor,  whose 
sketch  w-ill  be  found  below.  When  fourteen 
years  of  a.ge  he  began  work  for  the  Colonel  in 


the  stage  and  mail  carrying  business  in  Alabama, 
this  being  at  the  beginning  of  the  Civil  war 
period,  anil  as  all  able-bodied  white  men  of  suit- 
able age  were  required  for  the  Confederate  army, 
t olonel  Ta\  lor,  who  had  Confederate  govern- 
ment c.onrrai  ts  for  carrying  mail,  etc.,  by  stage 
in  northern  .\labama  and  Georgia,  was  com- 
pelled  t'p  operate  his  lines  with  such  help  as  he 
could  obtain,  it  was  in  this  emergency  that  Mr. 
Kelly  was  pressed  into  Colonel  Taylor’s  service, 
first  as  a messenger  buy  and  later  in  driving  and 
more  serious  work  as  a mail  carrier,  and  among 
his  treasured  documents  of  earlier  days  is  a 
commission  as  mail  carrier  is.sucd  to  him  by 
Hon.  John  II.  Reagan,  postmaster  general  of 
the  Confederacy  under  President  Davis,  while 
aiKither  ii-iteresting  one  is  his  commission  as 
IH'istmasier  of  Greensboro,  Alabama,  issued  by 
I’residcut  Andrew  Jcjhnson,  he  being  the  first 
jiostmaster  of  Greensboro  after  the  war. 

In  1871,  retiring  from  his  postmastcr.ship,  Mr. 
Kelly  came  to  Tom  Green  county,  Texas,  ar- 
riving on  tile  07th  of  December,  to  join  Colonel 
Taylor,  who  had  come  to  this  state  from  Ala- 
bama and  eng-aged  in  the  stage  business  on  a 
more  extensive  scale.  'I'he  headc[uarters  of  the 
u-cstern  lines  of  stages  in  Texas  were  then  at 
Ben  Flickin.  and  IMr.  Kelly  worked  for  about  a 
year  and  a half  on  the  El  Paso  mail  line.  Aban- 
doning the  stage  business,  he  then  engaged  in 
freighting  and  contracting  around  the  govern- 
ment posts  in  western  Texas,  especially  Fort 
Concho  in  Torn  Green  county.  He  was  the  first 
postmaster  of  Ben  Flickin  after  its  establishment 
by  Colonel  Taylor,  and  later,  on  removing  to 
Sherwood,  now  the  cotmty  seat  of  Irion  county 
but  at  that  time  a part  of  Tom  Green,  became 
the  first  iiostmaster  of  that  place.  He  was  also 
instrumental  in  establishing  addition.-il  mail 
roiites  in  western  Texas.  He  erected  the  first 
frame  du  clling  in  Ben  Flickin,  hauling  the  lum- 
ber, for  which  he  paid  one  hundred  and  ten 
ck'llars  per  thousand  feet,  all  the  way  from  Bren- 
ham,  Texas,  by  ox  team  and  wagon.  While 
residing  at  Sherwood  Air.  Kelly,  in  partnership 
with  John  Lackey,  for  many  years  the  county 
and  district  clerk  of  Tom  Green  county,  opened 
in  1S77  a finely-  irrigated  farm  known  as  the 
Kelly  and  Lackey  Farm,  which  was  cultivated 
vdih  excellent  success  by  Mexican  tenants.  In 
1874  he  was  one  of  five  commissioners,  Colonel 
Taydor,  Captain  Mullens,  Colonel  Alillspaugh, 
and  G.  W.  DeLong,  appointed  by  the  governor 
to  organize  the  Tom  Green  county  and  receive 
the  registered  vote  at  the  first  election,  Colonel 
Taylor  having  been  the  author  of  the  petition. 
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The  organization  of  the  county  was  completed 
on  tlie  5tli  of  Januanr,  1875,  then  extended 
to  the  Pecos  river.  At  that  time  there  was  an 
interesting  contest  for  tlie  county  seat  between 
Ben  Flickin  and  San  Angelo,  but  the  former  won 
and  remained  the  capital  until  1882,  when’  the 
flood  of  the  Concho  washed  away  the  entire 
town  and  the  county  seat  was  then  removed  to. 
San  Angelo,  where  it  has  ever  since  remained. 
Since  September,  1883,  Mr.  Kelly  has  been  a 
resident  of  that  city,  and  in  October,  x883,Jie 
entered  tlie  lumber  business,  thus  contmulng 
until  September,  1888,  when  he  sold  to  Cameron 
& Company,  and  served  as  manager  of  that  firm 
until  February,  1904,  at  which  time  the  firm 
sold  to  the  Burton-Lingo  Lumber  Company  and 
Mr.  Kelly  retired  from  the  busines.s.  He,  has 
been  engaged  in  the  cattle  industry'  almost  since 
his  advent  into  Tom  Green  county',  owning  a 
ranch  of  five  and  a half  sections  on  Lapan  creek, 
seventeen  miles  south  of  San  Angelo,  about  two 
hundred  and  fifty  acres  of  which  is  under  culti- 
vation, the  remainder  being  pasture  land. 

By  his  first  marriage  Mr.  Kelly  became  the 
father  of  three  children,  one  of  whom,  John  S., 
Avas  drowned  in  the  San  Saba,  on  the  22nd  of 
September,  1900;  the  two  survhdng  being 
Charles  R.  and  Mrs.  Annie  Taylor  Jackson.  Mr. 
Kelly’s  present  wife  was  Mary'  A.  Van  Court, 
a daughter  of. Alex.  Van  Court,  who  came  with 
his  family  from  St.  Clair  county,  Illinois,  in  the 
early  ’70s  and  located  at  the  head  of  Devil’s 
river  in  Gillespie  county,  thirty'  miles  from 
Fredericksburg.  During  the  early  y'ears  of  their 
residence  here  this  part  of  Texas  w'as  for  several 
y'ears  greatly  harrassed  and  often  terrified  by  tlie 
bad  characters  of  those  days  as  well  as  by  the 
Indians,  w'ho  made  that  neighborhood,  whose 
physical  features  gave  them  better  protection 
than  others,  the  scene  of  many  of  their  most 
atrociou.s  raids.  Mrs.  Kelly  comes  from  a prom- 
inent family  of  Macoupin  and  St.  Clair  counties, 
Illinois.  Her  uncle,  B.  J.  Van  Court,  was  a 
prominent  citizen  of  O’Fallon,  that  .state.  Her 
lather  made  the  trip  overland  to  California  in 
1849,  also  going  on  other  pioneering  trips  to 
the  west,  and  later  was  proprietor  of  the  old 
St.  Louis  Hotel  in  St.  Louis,  Missouri,  well 
known  to  many  of  the  old  residents  of  tliat  city,'. 
One  of  his  pleasant  reminiscences  was  purchas- 
ing wood  from  U.  S.  Grant,  whose  home  was 
near  St.  Louis  at  that  time.  After  his  removal 
to  Texas,  Mrs.  Kcllyv’s  father  assisted  in  organ- 
izing Kimble  county.  Eight  children  have  been 
born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kelly,  namely';  Mrs. 
Grace  Herring,  Van  Court,  William  S.,  Jr., 


Catharine,  ilarie,  Benjamin,  Blakesley  and 
Samuel.  Since  his  original  appointment  as  com- 
mis.sioner  at  the  organization  of  the  county  Mr. 
Kelly'  served  as  county'  commissioner  in  1S79 
and  was  one  of  the  commissioners  to  build  the 
court  house  at  Ben  Flickin  in  1880,  also  serv'ed 
one  term  as  county  commissioner  from  San 
Angelo,  representing  Precinct  No.  i.  He  is  the 
oldest  director  of  the  First  National  Bank, 
formerly  the  Concho' National,  in  which  position 
he  has  serv'cd  since  early  in  1S89,  and  is  now  vice 
pre.sident  of  the  institution.  He  is  a trustee  and 
meinlK-r  of  the  Methodist  church,  and  a member 
of  the  building  committee  for  the  new  church  of 
that  denomination  in  San  Ang'elo.  He  is  also  a 
member  of  the  city  school  board  and  has  been 
for  several  ycar.s,  and  is  one  of  the  best  known 
and  most  honored  citizens  of  that  city'. 

COLONEL  FRANK  C.  TAYLOR  will  be 
Avell  remembered  as  the  prominent  government 
mail  contractor  and  stage  proprietor  in  Georgia, 
Alabama  and  Mississippi,  before  and  during  the 
period  of  the  Civil  war.  After  the  close  of  that 
•Struggle,  however,  his  fortunes  were  greath'  re- 
duced, and  early’  in  1869  he  came  to  Texas,  this 
being  before  the  advent  of  the  railroads  here 
with  the  exception  of  a few  miles  in  the  eastern 
part  of  the  state.  He  loaded  at  what  later  be- 
came the  .settlement  of  Ben  Flickin,  four  miles 
south  of  Fort  Concho,  in  what  is  now  Tom 
Green  county,  the  county  receiving  its  name 
from  Colonel  Tom  Green  of  Confederate  fame. 
Fort  (’oncho  had  been  started  by'  the  Federal 
government  at  the  forks  of  the  Concho  shortly 
after  the  close  of  the  war,  and  its  substantial 
and  costly'  stone  buildings,  tlie  remains  of  which 
are  still  standing  at  San  Angelo,  were  in  course 
of  construction  at  the  time  of  Colonel  Tay'lor’s 
arrival.  Purchasing  an  interest  in  the  company 
then  operating  government  mail  .stages  over 
Texas  and  west  to  New  Mexico,  he  took  charge 
of  the  El  Paso  mail  line  from-  .San  Antonio  to 
El  Paso,  also  the  lines  to  Eagle  Pass,  Fred- 
ericksburg, and  Austin,  and  the  line  from  Fort 
Concho  to  Fort  r\rbuckle,  Indian  Territory,  by 
way  of  Forts  Chadbourne,  Griffin  and  Richard- 
son. The  stage  business  as  carried  on  in  those 
days  required  large  capital  and  brought  large  re- 
turns. For  some  y'cars  tlic  company'  conducted 
a twicc-a-week  mail  stage  line  all  the  way  to  El 
Paso,  charging  seventy-five  dollars  for  each  pas- 
senger, a guard  of  iavo  United  States  sotdicr.s 
accompanying  each  coach  for  protection  against 
Indians,  robbers,  etc. 

The  mail  station  one  mile  north  of  the  town 
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of  Ben  Flickc-n  wa,s  tlie  headquarters  for  the 
western  j)ortion  of  the  El  Paso  mail  line, 
and  there  were  located  the  repair  shops  and 
a large  supply  .station.  In  his  operations 
after  coming  to  Texas.  Colonel  Taylor  was 
associated  with  Major  Ben  Flicken,  a not- 
ed frontiensrnan  aiul  mail  contractor,  he 
having  assisted  in  establishing  the  pony  express 
between  St.  Joe,  Missouri,  and  Sacramento, 
California,  himself  carrying  the  first  message 
from  the  first  governcjr  of  California  to  St.  Joe. 
Previous  to  this  time,  like  Colonel  Taylor,  he 
had  been  in  the  stage  business  in  Alabama  and 
Mississippi,  and  shortly  after  the  war  came  to 
Texas.  Major  Flickin  died  in  1870,  and  Colonel 
Taylor  then  became  proprietor  of  the  west 
Texas  lines,  being  a member  of  the  firm  of  C. 
Bain  & Company,  the  owners  of  the  business.  In 
1873  he  became  by  purchase  the  proprietor  of 
the  business,  which  was  conducted  under  the 
name  of  Taylor  & Company,  and  in  1874 
he  established  a town  where  for  so  long  he 
had  had  his  headquarters,  naming  it  Ren 
Flickin  in  honor  of  his  old  friend  and  asso- 
ciate. The  first  court  house  erected  in  Tom 
Green  county  after  its  organization  in  1875 
was  donated  by  the  Colonel,  as  was  also  the 
county  jail  and  all  grounds  for  public  buildings, 
and  he  took  an  active  and  progressive  part'  in 
the  settlement  of  the  county  after  being  the 
means  of  having  it  organized.  At  the  time 
Ben  Flickin  was  washed  away  by  the  flood  of 
1882  it  had  become  a substantial  little  town  of 
about  five  hundred  inhabitants,  with  court  house 
and  other  public  buildings,  stores,  residences, 
etc. 

Colonel  Taylor  and  his  wife,  who  was  a brave 
and  courageous  woman  and  a great  help  to  her 
husband  in  his  busines.s,  both  died  in  the  sum- 
mer of  1880.  He  was  a remarkable  character, 
and  deserves  an  enduring  place  in  the  history  of 
the  west.  He  was  a man  of  the  finest  character 
and  of  a generous  disposition,  his  home  at  Ben 
Flickin  being  always  open  to  the  wayfaring 
stranger,  a home  of  ty'pical  western  hospitality, 
and  it  is  recalled  that  there  was  scarcely  ever  a 
meal  eaten  there  at  which  there  were  not  one 
or  more  guests  present,  every  one  being  made 
welcome.  Although  he  made  money  and  be- 
came wealthy,  he  spent  it  lavishly,  often  caring 
for  many  of  his  men  when  business  was  dull 
and  there  was  no  work  for  them  until  an  opening 
occurred.  No  memories  are  more  respected  in 
Tom  Green  county  and  western  Texas  than 
those  of  Colonel  Frank  C.  Taylor  and  his  wife 
by  all  the  early  settlers  of  the  Concho  country. 


While  there  are  only  a few  of  the  old  timers 
left,  still  these  two  good  people  will  ever  be  re- 
membered by  those  that  had  the  good  fortune 
to  know  them.  There  still  remains  of  his  fam- 
ily Colonel  C.  B.  Metcalf,  his  wife,  Mrs.  Joseph 
Spence,  Jr.,  Mrs.  Aurila  Horsh,  J.  B.  and  S.  H. 
Taylor  and  Mrs.  Felix  Probaudt,  also  Corbet 
and  Walter  Spears,  his  nephews  and  nieces. 

TliO^MAS  J.  HOLLAND,  a contractor  of  El 
I’aso,  where  are  seen  many  splendid  evidences 
of  his  skill  and  handiwork,  is  a native  son  of 
Texas,  his  birth  having  occurred  at  Seguin, 
Guadalupe  count^^  His  parents  were  W.  B. 
and  Rebecca  Jane  (Evans)  Holland.  The  father 
was  a native  of  Tennessee  and  in  1849  came  to 
Texas,  settling  in  Guadalupe  county,  where  he 
spent  his  remaining  days,  his  death  occurring  in 
San  Antonio  in  i860.  His  wife,  who  was  like- 
wise bom  in  Tennessee,  long  survived  him  and 
died  in  March,  1903,  in  Yancey,  Texas. 

Thomas  J.  Holland  was  reared  in  his  native 
city  and  after  completing  his  education  there  be- 
gan learning  the  carpenter’s  trade.  In  1879 
joined  the  large  concourse  of  people  that  were 
attracted  to  Lcadville,  Colorado,  in  the  mining 
boom ; but  after  remaining  there  for  some  time 
he  returned  to  Texas,  locating  at  Hillsboro, 
where  he  did  the  construction  wmrk  on  the  First 
National  Bank  built  in  that  town.  In  1886  he 
came  to  El  Paso,  where  he  has  since  made  his 
home,  and  as  a contractor  has  erected  many  of 
the  prominent  buildings  of  the  city,  beginning 
w ith  the  old  Masonic  hall  at  the  corner  of  San 
Antonio  and  Mesa  avemics,  wFile  during  the 
present  unprecedented  period  of  building  opera- 
tion in  the  city  he  is  and  has  been  engaged  on 
the  construction  of  many  of  the  subtsantial 
structures,  including  the  new’  Sister’s  Academy’ 
on  North  El  Paso  street.  He  also  built  the  col- 
lege building  at  Las  Cruces,  New  Me.xico,  and 
is  justly  regarded  as  one  of  the  leading  con- 
tractors of  this  city  with  a business  that  has  con- 
stantly’ increased  in  volume  and  importance. 

While  in  Luling  ^Ir.  Holland  was  married  to 
Miss  Jennie  Hatchett  and  they  have  a daughter, 
Edna  Earle  Holland.  Mr.  Holland  served  as 
city  marshal  of  Seguin  in  his  early  manhood  and 
since  coming  to  El  Paso  has  been  prominently 
identified  with  the  general  growth  and  the  busi- 
ness and  political  interests  of  this  city.  He  was 
chief  of  the  volunteer  fire  department  in  1898, 
and  upon  his  retirement  from  that  office  was  pre- 
sented with  a very  handsome  gold  medal  badge. 
For  many  years  he  has  been  either  directly  con- 
nected with  or  interested  in  the  fire  department, 
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and  has  taken  just  pride  in  its  advancement  to 
its  present  efficienc^^  Whatever  tends  to  bene- 
fit the  city  along  any  line  of  progress  is  of  in- 
terest to  him  and  in  his  own  business  career  he 
has  made  an  excellent  record  for  fidelity  and 
capability. 

ALFRED  L.  SHARPE.  Beginning  his  ca- 
reer of  activity  as  a boy  in  the  telegraph  and  rail- 
road sendee,  then  going  into  mercantile  trade, 
thence  to  cattle  ranching,  and,  while  still  main-, 
taining  his  interests  in  the  latter,  engaged  in- 
affairs  of  public  nature,  Mr.  Sharpe  has  recently 
taken  the  important  post  of  collector  of  customs 
at  the  port  of  El  Paso,  one  of  the  most  respon- 
sible positions  in  the  Federal  service  of  Texas. 

Mr.  Sharpe  was  born  in  Ravenna,  Oliio,  No- 
vember 21,  1858,  a son  of  John  E.  and  Lavinna 
(Kellogg)  Sharpe.  He  studied  his  first  lessons 
in  the  schools  of  his  native  neighborhood. 
Though  a mere  boy,  he  was  accepted  as  an  em- 
ploye of  the  Erie  Railroad,  did  his  work  in  a 
commendable  manner  and  from  increasingly 
important  grades,  and  for  twelve  years  remained 
in  railroad  and  e.xpress  service.  From  the  Erie 
road  he  went  with  the  Cleveland,  Lorain  & 
Wheeling,  and  then  employed  with  the  Gould 
System.  He  has  been  in  Texas  since  1882.  in 
1892  he  embarked  in  the  hardware,  implement 
and  vehicle  business  at  Georgetown,  Texas. 
Seven  years  later,  on  his  removal  to  W’est  Texas, 
he  engaged  in  the  cattle  business.  At  the  pres- 
ent time  owning  one  of  the  best  ranches  in  the 
vicinity  of  San  Elizario,  he  has  gained  his  posi- 
tion in  the  business  by  the  skill  of  management 
of  affairs  and  men  which  he  has  learned  to  em- 
ploy from  youth  up. 

With  success  in  business  has  come  leisure  to 
indulge  his  inclination  for  political  and  public 
servucc.  He  was  elected  a member  of  the 
twenty-ninth  legislature  to  represent  the  one 
hundreth  district^El  Paso  county.  This  is,  as 
regards  tlie  amount  of  effective  and  beneficial 
legislation  accomplished,  one  of  the  notable  leg- 
islatures during  the  years  of  Texas’  political  his- 
tory. Of  the  enactments  bearing  upon  the  wel- 
fare of  El  Paso  and  the  state  of  Texas,  no  meas- 
ures were  more  important  than  the  irrigation  bill 
and  the  famous  anti-gambling  bill,  both  of  which 
were  introduced  and  passed  by  the  efforts  of 
Mr.  Sharpe,  and  it  is  proof  of  his  legislative 
skill  that  the  supreme  court  of  the  state  upheld 
the  latter  measure  and  thereby  placed  a most 
effective  instrument  in  the  hands  of  executive 
officers  for  controlling  public  gambling.  The 
content  and  purpose  of  the  law  is  explained  in 


its  title,  viz. ; An  act  to  prevent,  by  means  of 
the  writ  of  injunction,  at  the  suit  of  the  state,  or 
any  citizen  thereof,  the  habitual  use,  actual,  con- 
templated or  threatened,  of  any  premises,  place, 
building,  or  pan  thereof,  for  the  purpose  of 
gaming  or  keeping  or  e.xhibiting  games  pro- 
hibited by  the  laws  of  this  state.  Mr.  Sharpe 
also  took  an  active  part  in  obtaining  the  revision 
of  the  present  land  law.  Mr.  Sharpe  resigned 
his  position  in  the  legislature,  December  22, 
1905,  to  accept  the  office  of  collector  of  customs 
at  the  port  of  El  Faso,  district  of  Faso  del  Norte, 
this  appointment  being  received  from  President 
Roosevelt. 

Mr.  Sharpe  was  married  in  18(^5  to  Miss  Kate 
Leavell,  of  Georgetown,  Texas.  They  have  two 
children,  John  Q.  and  Holland  Sharpe. 

JAMES  FLORENCE  GIBSON.  It  has  been 
nearly-  a score  of  years  since  the  subject  of  this 
review  came  into  Montague  county,  lame  in 
purse  but  with  ambitious  nature,  and  dropped 
into  the  settlement  at  Denver,  on  Denton  creek, 
where  the  few  years  required  to  get  a fair  hold 
on  matters,  and  the  first  anchor  in  his  subse- 
quent career  firmly  grounded  were  passed.  The 
few  years  of  his  independent  career  which  had 
elapsed  had  not  been  y-ears  of  bountiful  harvest 
with  him,  and  he  had  done  nothing  more  than 
drift  along  with  the  current  and  keep  his  head 
just  above  the  waves.  En  route  westward  from 
his  native  state  he  spent  four  y-cars  in  Crawford 
county,  Missouri,  on  track  work  for  the  Frisco 
railroad,  and  next  sampled  Arkansas,  but  he  was 
soon  convinced  that  that  was  not  the  place  to 
find  prosperity  and  to  bring  up  a family  as  it 
should  be. 

Two  months  after  his  stop  in  Franklin  county. 
Arkansas.  Mr.  Gibson  appeared  in  Montague 
county,  Texas,  with  a wife  and  three  children, 
fourteen  chickens  and  a twenty-dollar  bill.  The 
few  household  goods  he  possessed,  added  to 
this,  constituted  his  earthly  property,  and  in 
view  of  the  situation  it  is  not  wonderful  that  he 
cropped  on  the  shares  while  fortune  was  casting 
her  first  smiles  toward  him.  In  the  vicinity  of 
Denver  he  tarried  twc>  years  and  then  started 
north,  locating  at  different  places  along  the  w-ay- 
and  buying  and  selling  little  tracts  as  he  climbed 
the  ladder,  until  he  finally  reached  a point  five 
miles  south  of  the  county  seat  where  he  pur- 
chased, largely'  on  time,  two  hundred  and  sev- 
enty'-three  acres  in  the  post  oaks,  with  scant 
improvements  and  but  little  under  plow.  Good 
substantial  buildings  took  the  place  of  the  primi- 
tive ones,  and  the  farm  was  fenced  and  cleared. 
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G'lUO!’,  and  corn  have  yielded  him  his  best  re- 
uirn.^  and,  after  nearly  twenty  years,  his  man- 
a^emciu  and  the  family  indu.^try  placed  him 
' rmion^  the  leadiii"-  upland  farmers  of  his  county. 

James  F.  (fibson  was  born  in  Piekens  county. 
South  Carolina,  November  15.  1859.  John  B. 
Gibson,  Ids  father,  was  bom  in  the  same  counry 
Ju!y  4.  1841,  a son  of  John  Gibson,  who  settled 
in  the  Palmetto  .state  at  a date  when  hickory- 
bark  trace  chains  were  in  use,  and  when  the 
power  of  the  aristocracy  in  the  old  state  was  in 
its  prime.  Grandfather  Gibson  was  a Virginian, 
served  in  the  Mexican  war.  passing  his  indus- 
trial life  as  a planter,  reared  a family  of  three 
son.s  and  five  daugliter.s  and  died  about  1876 
at  seventy-four  years  of  age. 

Jolin  B.  Gib.soii,  who  resides  on  a farm  near 
Bowie,  came  to  m:mhood  o!i  his  father’s  planta- 
tion and  his  majority  found  him  in  tlie  ranks  of 
the  Confederate  army,  a memlrer  of  the  Thirty- 
eighth  Georgia  Regiment.  He  had  married  very 
young  and  moved  into  (Georgia,  but  when  the 
war  ended  he  moved  back  to  South  Carolina, 
and  left  there  again  onl}'  when  he  came  tC)  Texas 
in  1887.  While  he  was  a man  of  industry,  he 
was  b_\  nature  a rambler  in  his  earlier  life,  and 
consequently  the  fruits  of  the  best  years  of  his 
life  were  not  harvested  nntil  near  his  decline. 
His  first  wife  was  Jane  Boyd,  a daughter  of 
Robert  Boyd.  Mrs.  Gibson  died  in  i8t:)i,  being 
the  mother  of:  James  F.,  our  .subject;  Martha; 
Henry  1.,..;  .Nancy;  CRorgia ; Warren  R. ; Saman- 
tlia;  and  Jacob  C.  For  his  second  wife  John  B. 
Gibson  married  Mrs.  .Nannie  Rinkle. 

From  the  foregoing  record  it  will  be  inferred 
that  tlie  life  of  James  F.  Gibson  was  a rural 
one  in  childhood  and  that  edncati"n  was  not  a 
factor  in  hi,-  preparation  f*ir  life’s  duties.  W’hen 
he  came  to  Texas  he  could  neither  rend  nor 
write.  This  condition  so  tlioronghlv  arou.sed 
liim  and  awoke  him  to  the  necessity  of  some 
Icarnintr  for  the  safer  conduct  of  tlic  family  af- 
fairs. t'lat  he  “burned  midnight  oil"  in  becom- 
ing master  of  reading  and  writing  and  placing 
luiTi.self  Iieyond  danger  in  competition  witli  his 
fellow  man. 

Feliruary  26,  1880,  lUr.  Gibson  married  Nancy 
E.  Porter,  a dauglner  of  John  IM.  Porter,  who 
was  killed  in  the  Confederate  army.  The  lat- 
ter m:trried  Mary  Lewis  and  left  children  as 
fo!low,s '.  F.va,  wife  of  Lewis  Honey,  of  Craw- 
ford Cvumty.  Missouri ; Mrs.  Gibson,  born  De- 
cember 26,  )86.i ; Jo.sie,  wife  of  M.  A.  Pitts,  of 
Texas  county.  IMissouri,  ITr.  and  Mrs.  Gibson's 
children  are:  .Ed.  H.,  who  married  I^Iary  Dick- 
,son,  rO'.ides  in  Polk  county,  .Arkansas;  Tuzzie; 


Lillie  ; Katie;  Filmore;  Annie;  Hill;  Bowie;  Till- 
man; and  Texas  are  all  adjuncts  of  the  family 
Itome.  Nothing  but  the  accomplishment  of  re- 
sults occupied  Mr.  Gibson  in  Montague  county. 
Having  discovered  the  adaptability  of  the  so"il 
and  climate  of  his  locality  to  fruit,  he  planted  a 
large  acreage  to  orchard,  where  in  time,  the 
peach  and  the  berry  will  take  the  place  of  so 
much  cotton  and  corn.  He  is  a Democrat,  but 
has  no  hankering  for  politics.  He  is  an  Odd 
Fellow,  and  liimself,  wife  and  older  daughters 
arc  members  of  the  Christian  church. 

Since  the  first  writing  of  this  article  Mr, 
Gibson  has  moved  a hundred  and  forty  miles 
west  to  Hardeman  county,  and  now  resides  two 
and  one-half  miles  southeast  of  Quanah,  where 
he  is  in  the  stock  and  small  grain  busine.ss. 

J.  W,  COLLINS,  On  the  roster  of  county 
officials  in  Haskell  county,  Te.xas,  appears  the 
name  of  J.  W.  Collins,  who  is  now  acceptably 
filling  the  office  of  sheriff,  and  who  is  one  of  the 
old  time  residents  of  this  community,  while  his 
identification  with  the  state  dates  from  1S79. 
-A.  native  of  Alabama,  he  was  born  in  Talladega, 
Alarcli  12.  1858.  His  father,  Terry  Collins,  was 
a native  of  Ireland,  and  came  to  the  United 
States  in  1852,  settling  in  Alabama.  He  was 
a stone-mason  by  trade  and  erected  the  first 
.■,toiie  building  in  the  town  of  Talladega.  He 
married  Ali.ss  Sibbie  Dulaney,  who  was  bom 
and  reared  in  Talladega,  where  they  made  their 
home  until  1869,  when  they  removed  to  north- 
ern Mis.sissipjii.  settling  at  Union.  There  Mr. 
Collins  abandoned  his  trade  and  bought  a large 
plantation,  whereon  he  engaged  in  general 
farming.  There  his  wife  passed  away  on  the 
13th  of  August,  .1877.  Mr.  Collins  continued  to 
make  Itis  home  in  Mississipjii  until  1883,  when 
he  came  to  Texas,  settling  in  Kaufman  county, 
where  he  ffied  on  the  21st  of  October,  1885. 
In  his  family  were  nine  children,  six  sons  and 
three  daughters,  all  of  whom  are  now  living. 

John  William  Collins  w.as  reared  in  the  town 
of  his  nativity  until  fourteen  years  of  age,  w'hen 
he  removed  with  liis  parciit.s  to  northern  Mis- 
sissippi. C)!i  the  24th  of  December,  1876,  when 
a }-oung  man.  lie  anti  his  brothers  were  in  the 
yard  adjoining  the  house  chopping  wood,  and 
in  the  course  of  some  of  their  p>ranks  one  of 
the  bo3'5  with  an  axe  cut  the  arm  of  J.  W.  Col- 
lins at  the  elbow%  splitting  the  bone  in  twTx  A 
physician  was  sent  for  but  he  had  .gone  to  towm, 
and  being  a drinking  man  he  was  pretty  well 
under  the  influence  of  whisky  when  he  came  to 
dress  the  injured  arm.  After  tw'O  months  a 
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consult;iti’on  was  held,  and  a decision  reached 
that  the  arm  had  to  be  amputated,  but  Mr.  Col- 
lins objected;  in  fact,  emphatically  refused  to 
allow  this  to  be  done.  The  doctor  admitted 
the  carelessness  of  his  treatment,  said  that  he 
was  to  blame  for  the  arm  being  in  that  condi- 
tion and  that  if  Collins  would  let  him  amputate 
the  arm  he  would  lake  Collins  and  make  a 
doctor  of  him.  The  latter,  however,  still  re- 
fused. Finally  it  was  decided  to  cut  the  arm 
open  and  this  being  done  several  pieces  of  bone 
were  removed,  after  which  the  arm  healed  and 
Mr.  Collins  recovered.  He  now  states  that  he 
has  two  arms  instead  of  one,  whereby  he  was 
deprived  of  an  education  and  the  chance  of  be- 
coming a physician. 

He  remained  with  his  father  until  the  25th  of 
Januarj',  1879,  when  he  started  for  Texas,  ar- 
riving at  Terrell  on  the  28th  of  January,  tvith 
seventy-five  cents  in  his  pocket.  After  paying 
for  his  bed  and  breakfast  he  had  but  twenty- 
five  cents  remaining.  The  next  morning  while 
standing  in  front  of  the  hotel  looking  rather 
lonesome,  knowing  not  an  individual  in  the 
place,  he  was  approached  by  a man,  and  Mr. 
Collins  inquired  of  him  wdicre  he  lived,  receiv- 
ing the  answer  that  he  resided  about  twenty 
miles  south  of  Terrell.  Mr.  Collins  then  asked 
if  he  knew’  a man  living  in  that  part  of  the  c(.)un- 
tr}’  by  the  name  of  Delaney,  and  when  answered 
in  the  affirmative  he  inquired  furtlier  how  the 
man  came  to  town,  and  was  tojd  he  rode  a 
mule.  Mr.  Collins  desired  to  get  to  the  home 
of  Mr.  Deleney,  who  w'as  his  uncle,  and  it  w’as 
finally  agreed  between  him  and  the  man  that 
they  would  take  turns  in  riding  the  mule  back. 
Mr.  Collins  had  purcha.sed  some  cheese  and 
crackers  for  his  dinner  before  starting  on^the 
trip,  and  in  due  course  of  time  he  reached  the 
home  of  his  uncle,  J.  M.  Delaney,  arriving  there 
about  ten  o’clock  at  night  on  the  29th,  carrying 
all  his  worldly  possessions  upon  his  back. 

Not  long  afterward  Mr.  Collins  began  work- 
ing for  a man  living  in  the  community  for  eleven 
dollars  per  month  and  his  board  and  spent  five 
months  upon  that  farm  and  also  continued  with 
his  employer  for  a time  during  the  haying  har- 
vest and  cotton  picking  seasons,  or  until  the 
1st  of  November.  For  this  additional  labor 
he  received  one  dollar  per  day.  He  then  re- 
sng'sg'ed  wdth  the  same  man,  Joel  Holcomb,  at 
forty  dollars  per  month  and  continued  wdth  him 
until  November,  1880.  The  following  year  he 
raised  a crop  in  connection  wdth  Mr.  Holcomb 
and  this  paid  him  still  better  returns.  In  No- 
vember, however,  Mr.  Collins  left  Mr.  Holcomb 


and  engaged  in  jacking  cotton  in  Ellis  count}', 
but  relumed  to  Kauhnan  coumy  on  the  23rd 
of  December  in  order  to  be  jtre.sent  at  the  wed- 
ding of  his  cousin  on  Christmas  day.  On  the 
24th  of  December  Mr.  Collins,  en  route  with 
the  groom,  went  into  the  cedar  bottom  for  a 
load  of  wood  and  while  thus  engaged  he  fell  and 
broke  his  leu  leg,  which  debarred  him  from  the 
pleasure  of  atlending  the  wedding  ami  kept  him 
in  confinement  tor  two  months.  C)n  the  17th  of 
March,  while  walking  on  ctutches  he  fell  and 
broke  his  leg  again.  Eventually,  however,  he 
recovered  and  raised  a little  crop  in  that  locality. 

On  the  4th  of  October,  1881,  Mr.  Collins  w'as 
married  to  Miss  Georgia  Cotton,  who  was  born 
and  reared  in  Kaufman  county.  In  1882  he 
rented  land  from  hi.s  uncle,  J.  M,  Delaney,  and 
raised  a croj)  on  tliat  jdace.  In  i883  he  bought 
a lease  from  a man  and  made  another  crop,  and 
in  the  summer  of  1883  he  pttrehased  a farm  of 
one  hundred  acres,  spending  several  years 
thereon,  his  time  and  energies  being  devoted  to 
its  further  development  and  improvement.  In 
the  summer  of  1886,  however,  he  was  taken 
with  a hemoiThage  wliich  proved  quite  scrioits 
and  later  he  spent  some  time  in  travel,  regain- 
ing his  health.  In  1887  he  accepted  a clerkship 
in  .a  dry  goods  house  in  the  tov\n  of  Kaufman 
for  the  firm  of  Swan  Y’ingo  Company.  In  the 
spring-  of  1888  he  sold  his  land  and  embarked 
in  the  hardw'arc  business  with  W.  C.  Irvine, 
under  the  firm  name  of  Irvine  & Collins  in  the 
town  of  Kantman.  co-uiucting  this  enterprise 
until  January.  1890.  when  he  jjurchased  his 
jtartner’s  interest  and  Ixjxed  and  shij)ped  his 
goods  to  Haskell,  arriving  here  on  the  4th  of 
February,  1890.  Here  he  formed  a partnership 
with  D.  R.  Ga.ss  under  the  firm  style  of  D.  R. 
Ga.ss  & Comjtany,  this  relationship  being  main- 
tained until  the  20th  of  November  of  the  same 
}ear,  when  Mr.  Collins  sold  his  interest  to  iMr. 
tiass.  lie  and  his  wife  then  stored  their  fttr- 
niture  anil  returned  to  the  east  on  a visit.  On 
the  27th  oi  December,  ho'vvevcr.  Mr,  Collins 
again  reached  Haskell  and  on  the  7th  of  Janu- 
ary, 1891,  he  formed  a partivi-diip  with  W,  R. 
Hamjuon  in  the  grocery  biniiiess  under  the 
firm  stvle  of  Collins  Hainjrtoii,  the  jiarlner- 
shij)  continuing  until  lire  20th  of  Tunc,  when 
Mr.  Collins  sold  out.  On  the  3rd  of  July  of  the 
same  year  he  purchased  a bunch  of  .horses 
which  he  drove  to  tire  east,  leaving  home  on 
the  Tst  of  September  and  returning  on  the  ist 
of  November,  subsequent  to  vvhicli  time  he 
agaii!  entered  the  grocery  business  in  connec- 
tion witli  D.  W.  Cottrtwright,  under  the  firm 
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n.'iinc  of  C I )urt\\  rigfht  & Collins.  He  was  one 
of  the  [iroprictors  of  this  store  until  December, 
i8gj.  On  the  24th  of  September  of  that  year 
he  lost  his  wife,  wlio  died,  leaving  one  daughter. 

.\ftcr  going  out  of  the  grocery  business  Mr. 
Collins  returned  to  Kaufman  county  and  again 
came  to  Haskell  in  January,  189,3,  and  was  ein- 
jiloyed  by  Courtwright  & Johnson  in  a general 
mercantile  business  until  May.  Oil  the  j8th 
of  June  of  the  same  year  he  went  to  the  north- 
vve.stern  part  of  the  county  to  trade  horses. 
While  returning  in  the  eieiiing  the  horses  be- 
came frightened  and  ran  away,  throwing  Mr. 
Collins  out  of  the  buggy  and  breaking  his  right 
leg.  On  the  1st  of  October,  189,3,  acccjited 
a position  in  tVie  .store  of  F.  G.  Alexander,  with 
whom  he  continued  until  the  spring  of  iSpti, 
when  he  left  the  jxisition  and  made  the  race  for 
sheriff  of  the  county,  but  was  defeated.  He 
then  returned  to  i\Ir.  Alexander's  store  and  in 
November.  1S98.  he  was  again  the  candidate 
for  sheriff,  at  which  time  he  was  elected,  holding 
the  office  for  four  years,  or  two  terms.  In 
November.  1902.  he  was  once  more  defeated, 
but  in  1904  was  again  elected,  and  is  now  send- 
ing as  sheriff,  in  which  position  he  discharges 
his  duties  without  fear  or  favor. 

Mr.  Collins  was  married  on  the  5th  of  August, 
i8<44,  in  Munday,  Knox  county,  Texas,  to  Miss 
Irene  B.  Reeves,  who  was  born  in  Kentucky, 
but  was  partially  reared  in  Tennessee.  They 
have  two  children,  a son  and  daughter,  and  the 
daughter  of  the  former  marriage  makes  the 
household  now  five  in  number.  Mr.  Collins  was 
made  a Mason  in  1884,  in  Kaufman  county, 
Te.xas.  and  in  1901  he  joined  the  Knights  of 
INthias  fraternity,  while  in  1898  he  became 
affiliated  with  the  Woodmen  of  the  World. 
During  his  residence  in  Haskell  county  lie  has 
made  judicious  investment  in  land,  now  own- 
ing  eighteen  hundred  acres,  of  which  about  one 
hundred  and  fifty  acres  is  under  cultivation, 
wh.ilc  the  remainder  is  used  as  a stock  ranch. 

JO.SEITI  GARDNER  WILL1A.M.S,  one  of 
the  substaniial  citizens  of  the  Lawn  district  of 
Taylor  county,  owning  one  of  the  s]ilendidly 
imiiioi  ed  farms  of  this  locality,  was  born  in  Cal- 
lioun  county,  Alabama,  on  the  4th  of  February, 
)8f>2.  His  father,  Z.  R.  Williams,  was  born 
tjcfobcr  ,31,  1824,  in  South  Carolina,  whence 
he  removed  to  Alabama  when  in  middle  life, 
being  accompanied  by  his  wife  and  three  chil- 
dren. Mrs.  Willi.inis  had  borne  the  maiden 
name  of  Pennelia  Enieline  Dunken  and  was 
probably  a native  of  South  Carolina.  They 


settled  in  Calhoun  county,  Alabama,  where  they 
continued  to  make  their  home  for  many  years. 
The  father  engaged  in  freighting  before  the  ad- 
vent of  railroads  but  later  his  principal  occupa- 
tion vvas  farming,  which  he  continued  with  con- 
siderable success  throughout  the  greater  part 
of  his  life.  His  death  occurred  December  27, 
1887,  when  he  was  sixty -three  years  of  age  and 
his  wife  passed  away  in  the  spring  of  1901. 
They  reared  a family  of  nine  children,  five  sons 
and  four  daughters,  but  since  the  death  of  the 
parents  two  daughters  and  two  sons  have 
passed  away.' 

Joseph  G.  Williams  made  his  home  with  his 
father  until  about  twenty-two  years  of  age,  dur- 
ing which  time  he  acquired  his  education  in  the 
public  schools.  He  was  then  married,  and  after 
his  marriage  resided  in  Alabama  for  about  two 
years,  devoting  his  energies  to  agricultural  pur- 
suits. In  the  fall  of  1885  he  came  to  Texas, 
where  he  has  since  lived.  He  first  settled  in 
Kaufman  county,  where  he  began  farming  and 
met  with  fair  success  in  the  venture,  but  on 
account  of  failing  health  he  decided  to  seek  a 
home  elsewhere  and  made  his  way  to  western 
Texas.  He  found,  however,  that  he  was  paying 
out  more  for  medicine  and  doctors’  bills  than 
he  was  earning  from  his  fann  and  in  conse- 
(pience  he  left  that  place,  and  in  the  latter  part 
of  December,  1890,  arrived  in  Taylor  county, 
having  but  limited  financial  resources  with 
which  to  gain  a start  here.  He  first  put  in  a 
crop  about  eight  miles  west  of  .Nbilene,  but  this 
did  not  prove  very  productive.  Later  he  leased 
land  from  Dr.  Bowlin  in  the  Jim  Ned  valley,  and 
there  he  made  his  home  for  four  years.  By  this 
time  he  managed  to  save  capital  sufficient  to 
enable  him  to  invest  in  land  for  himself,  and 
accordingly  on  the  i6th  of  January,  1896,  he 
removed  to  his  present  place,  situated  two  miles 
northwest  of  Lawn.  Here  he  owns  two  hun- 
dred and  fifty-five  acres  of  valuable  land,  of 
which  one  hundred  and  sixty-five  acres  arc  un- 
der cultivation,  constituting  one  of  the  best  im- 
proved farms  of  the  county. 

Mr.  Williams  was  married  in  Alabama  on  the 
331I1  of  December,  1883,  to  Miss  Lucy  Per- 
nulia  Landers,  a native  of  that  state,  and  a 
sister  of  the  Landers  living  in  the  Lawn  coun- 
try. Mr.  and  IMrs.  Williams  have  become  the 
parents  of  six  sons  and  two  daughters,  namely : 
Jessie  M'..  born  October  19,  1884;  William  Z., 
born  Se])ternbcr  29,  1887;  Draper  D.,  born 
iWarcli  5,  1890;  Lucy  P.,  born  July  12,  1892; 
Hammon  B.,  bom  September  18.  1894;  Thomas 
J.,  born  January  10,  1897;  Euln  E,,  born  De- 
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cemljcr  14,  1901  ; and  Miles  R.,  born  October  i, 
1903.  Mr.  Williams  has  been  a member  of  the 
Baptist  church  since  about  seventeen  years  of 
age,  and  has  taken  considerable  interest  in 
church  work.  Although  he  has  met  difficulties 
and  obstacles  in  his  business  career  he  has  over- 
come these  by  determined  purpose  and  unfalter- 
ing energy  and  has  steadily  worked  his  way 
upward  to  success,  being  now  the  posses.sor  of 
valuable  property  interests  in  Tay  lor  county.  , 

JOHN  J.  MUNDY,  a capitalist,  engaged  m 
the  real  estate  business  in  El  Paso,  was  born  in 
Allegany  county,  New  York,  and  is  a brother  of 
H.  ]\I,  Mund}%  in  connection  with  whose  sketch 
on  another  page  of  this  volume  is  given  the  an- 
cestral history  of  the  family.  To-day  John  J. 
Mundy'  is  one  of  the  well  known  old-time  film 
of  Miindy  Bretthers,  who  have  for  many  years 
been  extensively  identified  with  the  business  life 
of  El  Paso  and  are  among  its  most  esteemed 
pioneer  citizens.  The  firm  of  Mundy^  Brothers 
was  never  formally  organized  as  a business  cor- 
poration. They  simply  grew  up  together  in 
business  life.  Entering  upon  pioneer  experi- 
ences on  leaving  their  New  York  home  they 
settled  in  Montgomery'  county,  Kansas.  This 
was  in  the  latter  sixties  and  they  were  the  fir.st 
in  that  part  of  the  state  to  grow  a crop  of  wheat, 
purchasing  their  land  from  the  Osage  Indian 
Reservation  and  selling  their  entire  crop  for  seed 
wheat.  At  this  time  the  partners  in  the  business 
interests  were  II.  M.,  L.  L.,  John  J.  and  George 
Mundy,  but  the  last  named  is  now  deceased.  The 
first  representatives  of  tlie  name  in  Texas  were 
H.  M.  and  H E.  Mundy,  who  made  their  way 
to  El  Paso  and  were  followed  by  John  J.  Mundy 
early  in  1881.  For  many  years  they  were  en- 
gaged exten.sively  in  the  fine  stock  business, 
mak-ing  a specialty  of  exporting  fine  breeds  of 
cattle,  horses  and  sheep  to  Mexico,  in  which  in- 
dustry they  were  pioneers  and  for  which  they 
had  been  semi-officially  recognized  by  the  Mexi- 
can government  as  doing  a work  of  beneficence 
in  introducing  higher  grades  of  stock  in  the  re- 
public. They  also  handled  live  stock  and  meats 
for  the  local  trade  on  an  e.xtensive  scale,  and  to 
accommodate  this  branch  of  the  business  the 
Mundy  Brothers  built,  in  1883,  a three-story 
brick  building  on  south  El  Paso  street,  in  tlie 
center  of  the  town,  the  first  tliree-story  building 
in  the  city,  a fifty-foot  front  and  one  hundred 
and  thirty-four  feet  deep.  The  ground  floor  is 
occupied  by  two  stores,  the  second  floor  by 
offices  and  the  third  floor  is  used  as  a lodge 
hall.  After  some  years  the  old  firm  of  Mundy 


Brothers  sold  out  their  meat  and  live  stock  in- 
terests, since  which  time  John  J.  and  H.  M. 
Mundy  have  devoted  their  attention  largely  as 
capiialist.s  to  local  real  estate  and  building  en- 
terprises, developing  the  two  finest  residential 
.sub-divisions  in  E]  Paso.  Mundy  Heights  and 
Sunset  Heights,  the  former  of  which  is  men- 
tioned in  connection  with  the  sketch  of  H.  M. 
iliuidy.  John  J.  Itliindy’s  sub-division  known 
as  Sunset  Heights,  adjoins  Mundy  Heights,  and 
the  improvements  have  been  of  *hc  same  liigh 
character  and  value  as  those' of  Mundy  Heights. 
Seventy-five  thou.sand  dollars  has  already  been 
expended  in  improving  Sun?-  t Heights  for  grad- 
ing, p.aviiig,  curbing,  etc.,  and  much  more  tvill 
be  ex[)ended  Itefore  the  work  is  completed.  It 
i.s  a re-districted  residence  portion  of  the  city 
situated  in  the  most  aristocratic  neighborhood. 
It  was  originally  a part  of  the  Satterthwaite  addi- 
tion to  El  Paso  and  was  purchased  by  Mr. 
Alundy  in  its  raw  state  and  by  him  has  been 
brought  to  its  present  high  con<lition  of  improve- 
ment. He  also  has  other  valuable  realty  and 
building  intere.st  in  El  Paso  and  is  the  owner  of 
Concordia  .Seminary  and  the  jrre.sident  of  the  E! 
Pa.so  Cennmercial  Company'. 

Mr.  Mmuly  was  married  in  Elgin,  Illinois,  to 
IMrs.  IT.  Dickinson,  of  that  city,  and  they  main- 
tan  their  residence  in  El  P:iso,  where  they  have 
now  resided  for  a quarter  of  a century'.  Mr. 
Mundy  is  a man  of  splendid  business  discern- 
ment and  unfaltering  enterprise,  and  in  his 
vocabulary  there  is  no  such  word  as  fail.  He  has 
made  a close  study  of  business  conditions  and 
indications,  realizes  opportunities  and  possibili- 
ties for  successful  accomplishment  and  so  directs 
his  labors  as  to  j)roduce  maximum  effect  witli 
minimum  effort,  which  is  the  real  secret  of  suc- 
cess in  the  hu.-viness  world.  Moreover  his  efforts 
have  been  of  a character  that  have  proven  bene- 
ficial to  the  city  and  El  Paso  lla.■^  ])rufitcd  by 
his  development  of  its  realty  interests. 

IS.AAC  HHDSON.  d'he  gentleman  whose 
name  introduces  this  review  is  one  of  the  old 
.settlers  of  Texas,  who  has  probably  seen  more 
of  the  western  coimirv  and  at  an  earlier  day 
Piaii  the  great  majority  of  men  m.nv  living  in 
this  part  of  the  state.  He  is  a native  of  Ala- 
bama, and  was  born  on  the  7th  of  February', 
1854.  His  father  was  Edward  iM.  Hiukson, 
while  the  mother  bore  the  maiden  name  of 
-Martha  Gray,  and  both  were  natives  of  South 
Carolina.  Edward  M.  Hudson  died  in  1861, 
having  for  three  years  siirviA'ed  his  wife,  who 
passed  awa\'  in  Alabama.  In  1859  Edw'ard 
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Hudson  had  removed  to  Texas,  settling  in 
Gr.i}’S<jn  county  on  the  Red  river  about  four 
and  3 half  miles  northwest  e.f  where  Denison 
is  now  located.  At  the  breaking  out  of  the 
Ci\  i!  war  he  enlisted  in  Colonel  Young's  regi- 
u'em  and  w.as  a member  of  his  staff.  In  the 
first  year  of  the  war  he  became  ill  with  pneu- 
monia and  died  in  camp.  In  his  family  were 
four  ciiildren,  three  .sons  and  a daughter,  two 
of  uhom,  Isaac  Hudson  and  F.  G.  Hudson,  are 
still  li\  ing,  the  latter  being  a prominent  lawyer 
of  Monroe,  Louisiafia. 

Isaac  Hudson  was  about  five  r-ears  old  when 
he  came  to  Texas  in  1859  and  he  resided  in 
Grayson  county  until  1870,  when  he  secured 
a cowbo}'  outfit  and  spent  some  time  upon  tlie 
plains  lierding  cattle  in  tlie  regular  western 
faslilon.  He  also  engaged  in  other  jiursuits 
of  a similar  nature  and  continued  in  this  man- 
ner of  life  from  1870  until  1882.  during  which 
time  he  vi.sitecl  the  counties  of  Taylor,  Jones 
and  adjoining  districts.  .\t  that  time,  how- 
ever, there  were  no  county  organizations  nor 
had  .sucli  a plan  been  formulated.  In  18S2 
Mr.  Hmlson  came  to  what  is  now  Jones  county 
and  located  where  he  has  since  resided.  He 
brought  with  him  from  Grayson  county  a 
bunch  of  cattle,  but  the  hard  winter  that  fol- 
lowed caused  much  suffering  among  his  stock 
and  many  died.  In  1885  he  sold  the  remnant 
of  his  herd  and'bought  the  place  where  he  now 
resides  just  west  of  Aiison.  Here  he  has  a 
quarter  sccti<ni  of  land  and  he  also  owns  two 
thousand  acre.s  on  Clear  Ff.uk  on  Ihe  Brazos 
river,  nine  miles  souilnvest  of  Anson.  Of  this 
tract  he  lias  six  hundred  acres  under  culti\a- 
lion  and  it  is  of  tlie  liest  farming  land  in  the 
Ciai.imy.  In  jHoi  he  built  a cotton  gin  cm  his 
place  wliicli  \v;is  the  second  gin  in  the  county. 
Fince  tlieii  am'ther  mill,  formerly  owned  by 
Fo.'ter  P.rotlurs,  has  been  purchased  bj-  Air. 
Hudson,  wh'i  now  operates  both  ])lants.  The 
Fiister  mill  is  on  the  east  side  of  the  town. 
The  gin  on  the  Hucls-m  piroperty  was  destroyed 
by  fire  in  1899  immediately  rebuilt. 

The  ca[iacity  of  the  present  gin  is  abemt  sev- 
enty-five bales  of  cotton  per  day  and  its  cost 
with  the  complete  outfil  of  machinery  was 
about  ten  thousand  dollars.  The  gin  on  tlie 
cast  side  of  the  town  is  smaller,  having  about 
iifli  i.>ales.  During  the  season  just  closed  Mr. 
Hudsi'.n  ginned  sixty-two  hundred  .and  eighty 
bales  of  cotton  fitmi  tlie.  mill  on  liis  place, 
Avhik  the  product  of  the  east  gin  was  eighteen 
liundnil  bah?.-.  Tlii.s  is  an  excelleur.  cotton 


country  and  tlic  business  which  Air.  Hudson 
is  conducting  is  proving  quite  profitable. 

In  1S80  occurred  the  marriage  of  Air,  Hud- 
,son  and  Aliss  Anna  J.  Potts,  who  was  born 
and  reared  in  Louisiana,  near  Lebanon.  They 
have  a family  of  four  sons  and  four  daughters, 
as  follows:  Edtvard  F.,  a graduate  of  Austin 
College,  is  now  a student  of  medicine  in  the 
State  University  at  Galveston,  Te.xas.  Thom- 
as P.,  who  completed  a course  in  Austin 
College,  is  likewi.se  a medical  student  in  the 
State  L’niversity.  Sumner  is  a student  in  the 
Texas  Christian  University  at  Waco.  Is.aac, 
Florence,  Alurray,  Elva  and  Willie  are  at 
home.  Air.  Hudson  has  been  a Ala.son  for 
about  twenty  years,  taking  tlie  degrees  of  the 
lodge  and  chajiter.  He  rclate.s  many  interest- 
ing incidents  of  pioneer  life  in  Texas  from  the 
days  when  he  was  a cowlioy  on  the  plains  up 
to  the  jnesent  time,  showing  the  progress  and 
development  c>f  the  state.  In  his  business  af- 
fairs he  has  prospered,  carefully  conducting  his 
interests  so  that  his  lalmrs  are  now  returning 
him  a gratifying  measure  of  prosperity. 

JAAIES  S.  AIORROAY,  cashier  of  the  Citi- 
zens National  Bank  of  Stamford,  came  to 
Tcxa.'i  in  September,  1882,  at  which  time  he 
settled  in  Mason  counr}>^  hut  since  the  spring 
of  18S4  has  resided  in  Jones  county.  He  is  a 
native  of  Alacon  county,  North  Carolina,  born 
on  the  28th  of  January,  1850,  his  parents  being 
Samuel  C.  and  Alartha  (Howard)  Alorrow. 
both  of  whom  were  natives  of  that  state.  The 
father  died  during  the  infancy  of  his  son  James 
and  the  mother  jiasscd  away  after  Air.  Alorrow 
had  grown  to  manhood.  Later  the  family  re- 
mo\ed  to  Kentucky,  settling  in  Purchase, 
Graves  count}’,  where  James  S.  Alorrow  was 
reared  upon  a farm  until  about  eleven  years  of 
age.  at  which  time  hostilities  were  begun  be- 
tween tlie  north  and  the  south.  The  family 
then  removed  to  Tennessee  in  1861,  settling  in 
AA’eakley  county,  where  Air.  Alorrow  made  his 
home  until  coming  to  Texas.  During  the 
P'rogress  of  the  war  educational  facilities  in 
the  south  were  greatly  abridged,  as  his  home 
was  in  a section  of  country  that  was  contested 
Ire  the  op])osing  forces.  However,  he  was  able 
to  go  to  school  to  some  extent  and  still  fur- 
ther supplemented  his  education  by  study  after 
the  u ar  dosed.  He  displayed  special  aptitude 
in  his  school  work  and  was  therefore  soon  able 
to  put  himself  in  a position  where  he  could 
sLudv  unaided  bv  a teacher.  Alathcmatics  was 
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his  specialty  and  by  devoting'  his  leisure  hours 
to  the  mastery’'  of  the  science  he  soon  became 
able  to  cope  wn'th  the  most  difficult  problems 
in  this  branch  of  learning. 

W'dien  he  was  about  twenty-nine  y’-ears  of 
age  Mr.  Alorrow  was  appointed  deputy  slierifi 
in  Weakley-  county  and  held  the  office  for 
about  twenty^-seven  months.  This  gave  him 
a good  opportunity  to  .study'  human  nature, 
w’hich  has  been  a source  of  help  to  him  in 
after  life.  Later  he  engaged  in  the  stock  busi- 
ness, biiynng  and  shipping  to  the  markets  of 
St.  Louis,  Louisville  and  New  Orleans.  That 
pursuit  claimed  his  time  and  energie's  until  his 
removal  to  Texas  in  1882. 

After  settling  in  Mason  county',  Texas, .Mr. 
Morrow  embarked  in  the  drug,  grocery'  and 
dry  goods  business  in  connection  with  his 
brother,  W.  N.  Morrow',  and  followed  that 
pursuit  for  about  eighteen  months.  He  then 
settled  in  Jones  county  in  the  spring  of  1884, 
establishing  his  home  at  Anson,  the  county 
.seat,  which  at  that  time  was  the  only'  town 
in  the  county.  There  he  opened  up  a furniture 
business  and  after  carry-ing  it  on  for  a short 
time  he  also  bought  an  interest  in  the  drug 
business  in  connection  with  F.  T.  Knox,  under 
the  firm  name  of  F.  T.  Knox  and  Company-. 
This  business  relationship  was  entered  into 
on  the  i6th  day  of  August,  1884,  and  the  part- 
nership was  maintained  until  189.^  During 
that  y-ear  the  great  fire  of  Anson  destroy-ed 
much  property',  including  the , drug  store 
of  F.  T.  Knox  & Company.  Subse- 
quently the  partnership  was  dissolved  and 
the  firm  of  Alorrow  and  Johnson  was  estab- 
lished, continuing  to  do  business  to  the 
present  time,  theirs  being  one  of  the  substan- 
tial commercial  enterprises  of  the  city.  In  the 
latter  part  of  the  year  1887  Alr.^Morrow'  es- 
tablished a private  bank  in  the  same  building 
with  the  drug  business,  under  the  name  of  F. 
T.  Knox  and  Company-,  bankers.  This  con- 
tinued until  1893,  since  which  time  it  has  been 
J.  S.  Morrow,  Banker,  and  is  today  one  of  the 
leading  financial  features  of  Anson. 

Mr.  Morrow'  made  his  home  in  Anson  until 
the  building  of  the  new  tow’n  of  Stamford, 
when  he  removed  to  the  latter  j)lace  in  icioo. 
In  January  of  that  y-ear  he  opened  up  a bank- 
ing business  here  in  connection  w-ith  J.  G. 
Lowdon  of  Abilene,  under  the  firm  stvle  of 
Morrow  and  Lowdon.  They  immediately-  set 
to  work  upon  the  erection  of  a handsome  stone 
building,  the  first  one  of  the  kind  to  be  erected 
in  this  city-.  The  banking  firm  continued  here 


for  about  five  y-ears,  at  the  end  of  which  time 
Air.  Aforrow'  purchased  Air.  Low-don’s  interest 
in  the  busine.s.s  and  for  a short  time  carried  it 
on  alone  under  his  owm  name,  but  it  w-as 
finally  merged  into  the  present  Citizens  Na- 
tional Bank  of  Stamford. 

Mr.  Morrow  was  united  in  marriage  in  1885 
to  Aliss  Sarah  Emma  Grayum,  a native  of 
Falls  county,  Texas,  and  they-  now-  have  two 
children,  a son  and 'a  daughter.  In  political 
matters  Air.  Morrenv  lias  always  been  an  act- 
ive supporter  of  Democratic  principles,  but 
without  aspiration  for  office.  In  his  bu.siness 
life  nearly  all, of  his  ventures  have  proved  suc- 
cessful. The  principal  exception,  however, 
through  no  fault  of  his,  was  the  fire  which  oc- 
curred in  .Anson  in  1893  and  caused  him  con- 
siderable loss,  as  it  did  many  other  cilizetis. 
He  is  resourceful,  enterprising  and  energetic 
and  whatever  he  undertakes  is  crowned  with 
successful  completion.  Mr.  Alorrow  is  a close 
observer  and  possesses  sound  judgmcJit  in  all 
bu.siness  mattcr.s,  while  through  his  efficient 
management  the  Citizens’  National  Bank  of 
Stamford  is  not  only-  a leading  institution  of 
the  city  but  also  of  a large  extent  of  surround- 
ing country  from  which  it  draw-s  its  patrons. 

THE  CITIZENS’  NATIONAL  BANK. 
The  Citizens’  National  Bank  of  Stamford, 
Te.xas,  succeeded  to  the  banking  business  of 
J.  S.  Alorrow-  and  he  was  the  successor  of  the 
private  banking  firm  of  Alorrow  and  l.owdon. 
The  Citizens’  Bank  was  organized  February 
28,  1905,  and  w-as  opened  for  business  on  the 
17th  of  March  following.  The  officers  are:  W. 
H.  Eddleman,  president ; C.  AI.  Pattillo,  vice- 
president;  J.  vS.  Morrow,  cashier;  and  AI.  E. 
Alanning,  assistant  cashier.  The  capital  stock 
is  thirty  thousand  dollars  and  a general  bank- 
ing business  is  conducted,  the  bank  l>eing  con- 
veniently situated  at  the  corner  of  Swenson 
and  AIcHard  avenues,  one  of  the  e.xcellent 
business  corners  of  the  city-. 

CHARLES  DREWINGTON.  who  since 
18(79  keen  connected  with  the  Barzeltou 
and  Johnson  I-umbcr  Comitany,  managing 
their  western  interests  and  -who  is  now-  a resi- 
dent of  Stamford,  was  born  in  Salem.  Lee 
county.  Alabama.  February-  27,  1872.  His 
father  w-as  William  J.  Brew-ington,  and  the 
mother  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Lne  Gass- 
away,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of  Georgia. 
They  were  married  in  Putnam  county-,  Geor- 
gia, near  Alacon,  where  they  made  their  home 
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prior  to  removal  to  Alabama,  taking  up  their 
ab(Klc  in  the  latter  state  in  1871.  There  they 
remained  until  1880,  when  they  removed  to 
Tc.xas,  settling  in  Milam  county,  and  later 
came  to  Stamford,  Jones  county,  where  they 
now  reside.  William  Brewington  has  'prac- 
tically followed  farming  throughout  his  entire 
business  career,  leading  an  active  life  until  the 
past  few  years  when  he  retired  to  enjoy  the 
fruits  of  his  former  toil.  In  their  family  were 
seven  children,  six  sons  and  a daughter. 

Charles  Brewington.  the  subject  of  this  re- 
view, was  born  on  his  father's  farm  in  Ala- 
bama, and  was  about  eight  years  of  age  when 
the  family  came  to  Texas.  Here  he  made  his 
home  with  his  parents  until  twenty  years  of 
age.  He  ac([uired  a common  school  education 
mostly  in  Cahert,  Robinson  county,  but  the 
last  years  were  spent  in  the  schools  of  Waco. 
His  life  has  practically  been  given  to  the  lum- 
ber business  with  which  connection  he  was 
first  in  the  employ  of  C.  i\I.  Patillo.  at  Craw- 
ford. '^Pe.xas.  Later  he  was  associated  with  his 
brother,  D.  W.  Brewington,  at  Brandon, 
Texas,  ami  since  1809  he  has  been  a represen- 
tative of  the  western  interests  of  the  Brazel- 
ton  and  Johnson  Lumber  Company,  one  of  the 
largest  lumber  firms  in  the  west  with  head- 
quarters at  Waco.  Ill  January,  1900.  when  the 
town  of  Stamford  was  established,  he  came  to 
this  place  and  opened  a lumber  yard  and  office 
and  also  .another  lumber  yard  at  Avoca,  eight 
miles  east  of  Stamford  on  the  Texas  Central 
Railroad.  It  is  the  intention  of  the  company 
to  practicalU'  exoer  tlie  entire  western  coun- 
try as  fast  as  developnienls  take  place.  They 
have  an  extensive  business  with  trade  extend- 
ing throughout  the  country  for  si.xly  miles  or 
more.  The  growth  and  development  of  the 
business  is  largely  due  to  the  efficient  manage- 
ment of  Air.  Brevvington,  who  is  thoroughly 
familiar  with  the  lumber  trade,  is  quick  to  rec- 
ognize an  opporttinity  and  to  utilize  his  ad- 
vantages to  the  best  possible  end. 

Mr.  Brewington  was  married  in  December, 
i8i)2.  to  Miss  Ida  Wright,  at  Crawford,  Texas. 
She  is  a native  of  McLennan  county,  and  a 
daughter  of  Rev.  J.  M.  AVright,  a minister  of 
the  Bajitist  church.  They  have  a family  of 
five  cliiidreii,  tw<>  sons  and  three  daughters. 

Ill  connection  witli  his  other  business  inter- 
ests Mr.  Brewington  is  a member  of  the  Ixiard 
of  directors  of  the  Citizens’  National  Hank  9f 
.^tarnuird,  wliich  was  organized  on  the  25th  of 
February,  i'k)5,  and  opened  its  doors  for  busi- 
ness or;  tiu-  171I1  of  Af.arch,  following.  He  is 


a most  public-spirited  man  and  has  identified 
himself  with  all  community  affairs  and  impor- 
tant movements  for  the  betterment  and  ad- 
vancement of  Stamford  and  this  locality.  Early 
in  the  history'  of  the  town  lie  served  upon  the 
school  board  and  upon  various  committees 
and  for  two  terms  he  filled  the  important  po- 
sition as  clerk  of  the  board.  He  was  also  early 
chosen  for  alderman  from  his  ward  and  served 
in  that  capacity  until  recently,  when  he  sev- 
ered his  connection  with  the  city  council  be- 
cause he  established  his  home  just  outside  the 
corporate  limits  of  the  city.  Here  in  the  south 
part  of  the  town  he  has  recentlj’'  completed 
his  beautiful  residence,  which  is  a monument 
to  the  enterprise  of  the  owner  and  his  abiding 
faith  in  the  future  development  of  the  country. 

JOSEPH  H.  NATIONS,  a well  known  stock 
man  of  El  Paso,  was  born  in  Gonzales,  in  Gon- 
zales county,  Texas,  January  5,  1857,  a son  of 
Eli  and  Eliza  (Woodruff)  Nations.  The  father 
was  a native  of  Alississippi  and  in  the  early  for- 
ties came  to  Texas,  settling  in  Gonzale.s  county. 
His  wife  was  born  in  Texas.  They  are  now  liv- 
ing in  El  Paso  and  arc  among  its  pioneer  set- 
tlers. She  belongs  to  one  of  the  well-known  pio- 
neer families  of  Texas.  She  was  born  prior  to  the 
establishment  of  the  Texas  republic,  lived  under 
that  brief  regime  and  her  father  was  a partici- 
pant in  the  events  which  brought  independence 
to  the  state.  Her  half  sister  was  the  wife  of 
Anson  Jones,  one  of  the  earliest  governors  and 
contemporary  of  Samuel  Houston. 

Throughout  his  entire  life  Joseph  H.  Nations 
has  been  connected  with  the  live  stock  interests 
of  tliis  state.  He  was  one  of  the  prominent  cattle 
men  of  the  early  days  in  western  Texas,  coming 
to  this  part  of  the  state  before  cither  the  South- 
ern Pacific  or  the  Te.xas  Pacific  Railroads  were 
completed.  He  operated  largely  in  the  Pecos 
river  coiintr}-  and  still  owns  a large  ranch  in 
Pecos  county.  He  located  permanently  in  El 
Paso  in  the  winter  of  1887,  and  has  here  since 
made  his  home.  He  has  been  and  is  yet  exten- 
sively interested  in  stock,  being  largely  engaged 
in  sheej)  raising  in  New  Mexico  and  in  addition 
be  has  large  cattle  interests  in  Tc.xas.  He  is 
the  owner  of  the  J.  H.  Nations  Meat  & Supply 
Company,  which  business  is  conducted  in  his 
building,  laiown  as  the  Nations  Block,  located 
in  the  heart  of  the  business  section  of  El  Paso,  at 
No.  214  San  Antonio  street.  Fie  has  made  ex- 
tensive and  judicious  investment  in  real  estate 
in  Fil  Paso,  principally  in  East  El  Paso,  where  he 
lias  been  a.ssociated  with  the  X'ewmans  and 
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others  jjroiniiieiil  in  the  development  of  resi- 
dence property  there.  He  is  [iresident  and  stodc- 
holder  in  the  Highland  Realty  Company,  the 
best  improved  addition  to  El  Pa.so. 

Mr.  Nations  was  married  to  Miss  Ida  M. 
Hicks,  of  I^avaca  county,  Te.xas,  and  they  have 
four  daughters,  Josephine,  Annie,  Catharine  and 
Mary.  Mr.  Nations  is  a most  generous  and 
benevolent  man  and  has  a standing  offer  in  the 
local  papers  to  supply  meat  free  to  the  v\orthy 
poor.  He  is  unassuming  in  manner  and  free 
from  ostentation,  but  is  widely  recognized  as 'a 
prosperous  and  successful  business  man,  and  a 
gentleman  of  genuine,  personal  worth,  whose  life 
exemplifies  many  sterling  traits  of  character,  and 
he  fully  merits  the  confidence  which  is  uniformly 
given  him, 

ED  KENNEDY.  No  history  of  early  de- 
velopment in  Jones  county  would  be  complete 
without  mention  of  Ed  Kennedy,  one  of  the  old 
time  residents  here.  He  is  a native  of  Camden, 
South  Carolina,  and  comes  of  Scotch  ancestry. 
His  father,  Whlliam  Kennedy,  was  born  in 
Greenoch,  near  Glasgow,  Scotland,  and  when 
a young  lad  entered  upon  a five  years’  appren- 
ticeship with  a company  of  ship  chandlers. 
When  he  was  seventeen  years  of  age  he  came 
to  America,  landing  at  Charleston,  South  Caro- 
lina, and  up  to  the  time  of  his  marriage  he 
was  engaged  in  merchandising  at  Charleston 
and  at  Columbia,  that  state.  Subsequent  to  his 
marriage  he  became  a cotton  planter  near  Cam  ■ 
den  and  one  of  his  main  business  enteq>rises  in 
early  days  of  the  slate  before  railroads  had  been 
built  was  the  propelling  of  flat  boats  by  means 
of  long  poles  up  and  down  the  Wateree,  Con- 
garee  and  Santee  rivers,  hauling  cotton  and  gen- 
eral merchandise  to  and  from  Charleston  and 
Camden.  In  those  days  this  was  a paying 
business.  His  home  w'as  about  .seven  miles 
west  of  Camden  in  a fine  old  country  mansion, 
where  he  made  his  home  for  a number  of  years. 
In  1846  Benjamin  Gass,  with  whom  he  formed 
a partnership  several  years  before,  went  to  Mis- 
sissippi with  a view'  of  buying  land  there,  but 
in  that  state  he  learned  much  concerning  the 
Texas  country  and  finally  changed  his  plans  and 
came  into  the  Lone  Star  state,  purchasing  fifteen 
hundred  acres  on  Oyster  creek,  Brazoria  county. 
Here  he  established  his  [flanting  interests  and 
spent  the  winters  on  his  farm  in  Texas,  while  the 
summer  months  were  passed  with  his  family  on 
the  old  home  place  in  South  Carolina  until  after 
the  war. 

In  the  latter  part  of  the  year  1865,  however. 
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Mr.  Kennedy  j)crmanently  left  the  Empire  state 
of  the  south  and  with  his  family  came  to  Texas, 
arriving  in  January,  1866.  In  1857  he  had 
purchased  tlie  intere.st  of  Mr.  Gass  in  the  place 
on  which  they  had  settled  on  first  coming  to 
Texas,  and  he  afterward  made  other  purchases, 
so  that  when  the  family  arrived  in  i86ti  he  was 
the  owner  of  forty-five  hundred  acres  of  land 
here.  He  continued  to  make  his  home  upon 
this  ranch  until  his  death,  which  occurred  in 
February,  iSG,).  his  remains  being  interred  in 
the  old  cemetery  at  W'est  Columbia  on  the 
banks  of  the  Brazos  river  in  Brazoria  county. 
He  married  Miss  Mary  M’hite  Haile  of  Camden, 
South  Carolina,  who  died  about  Christmas  time 
in  1894  at  Colorado  City,  Texas,  at  the  home 
of  her  son.  Judge  W’illiam  Kennedy,  a man 
prominent  in  the  histoiy  of  western  Texas.  In 
the  Kennedy  family'  were  twelve  children,  five 
sons  and  seven  daughters,  of  whom  two  daugh- 
ters and  one  son  died  in  early  childhood. 

Ed  Kennedy  was  Ixrrn  on  the  old  home  place 
near  Camden,  South  Carolina.  October  4,  1846. 
There  was  in  the  neighborhood  an  old  school 
house  and  three  families  hired  a teacher,  under 
whose  instruction  Mr.  Kennedy  pursued  his 
.studies  for  a year.  He  afterward  attended  pri- 
vate schools  at  Camden  for  a time,  or  until  the 
sf)ring  of  1863.  The  ciHl  w'ar  was  then  in  prog- 
ress and  although  but  sixteen  years  of  age  he 
was  an  enthusiastic  supporter  of  the  cause  of 
the  Confederacy,  and  went  to  Mrginia,  where 
he  joined  Holcombe’s  Legion  of  South  Carolina 
Cavalry.  This  was  just  prior  to  tlie  battle  of 
Qiancellor.sville,  but  the  command  to  which  Mr. 
Kennerjy  was  attached  did  not  participate  in 
the  engagement.  When  the  main  army  went  to 
tlettysburg  this  cavalry  was  attached  to  the  bri- 
gade commanded  by  ex-Governor  and  Gcner.ai 
Henrv  A.  Wise  for  the  purjwse  of  [protection 
against  the  approach  of  the  enemy  to  Richmond 
by  way  of  the  Yorktown  and  Jamestown  Penin- 
sula. These  troops  did  picket  duty  mi  the  pen- 
insula that  summer  and  fall,  or  until  the  end  of 
the  year  18113.  In  the  early  part  of  iSti)  the 
Holcombe  Legion  joined  some  other  cavalry 
troops  brought  up  from  the  coa.st  and  joined 
the  Seventh  South  Carolina  Cavalry,  com- 
niamled  Ipy  Colonel  A.  C.  Haskell,  and  with 
tfiree  other  regiments  constituted  Gary's  Bri- 
gaile  of  Cavalry  in  the  .Army  of  .Northern  Vir- 
ginia. Mr.  Kennedy  continued  to  sene  in  this 
regiment  and  brigade,  which  was  afterward  un- 
der the  command  of  General  Eitzhugh  Lee  un- 
till the  .surrender  of  the  southern  forces  at  Ap- 
pomattox on  the  Oth  of  April,  1865.  Mr.  Ken- 
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nedy  witnessed  anti  participated  in  many  en- 
g’ag'cnients,  some  of  which  althou{jh  not  classed 
with  the  larger  battles  of  the  war  were  hotly 
contested.  He  can  relate  many  interesting  epi- 
sodes and  incidents  of  his  soldier  life  and’  he 
experienced  the  usual  hardships  and  rigors  of 
war. 

After  the  close  of  hostilities  Mr.  Kennedy 
spent  the  summer  and  fall  at  the  old  home  place 
in  .South  Carolina  and  in  December,  1865,  came 
to  the  plantation  in  Texas. 

On  the  17th  of  December,  1868,  occurred  the 
marriage  of  Mr.  Kennedy  and  Miss  Anna  E. 
Quarles.  Her  people  were  from  Alabama,  but 
came  to  Te.xas  during  her  infancy.  The  young 
couple  remained  residents  of  Brazoria  county 
until  December.  1882,  when  they  removed  to 
Jones  county,  to  which  Mr.  Kennedy  had  made 
a trip  in  the  previous  June.  Being  pleased  with 
the  country  and  its  prospects  he  brought  his 
family  here  in  December  and  located  six  miles 
east  of  Anson.  He  squatted  on  a section  of 
land  until  it  was  placed  upon  the  market  in 
1883,  when  he  made  purchase  of  the  claim  under 
the  act  of  the  state  legislature  of  that  year.  He 
continued  to  engage  actively  in  farming  on  his 
tw(-i  hundred  anil  fifty  acres  until  1899,  fic 

sold  the  place  and  removed  to  Anson.  In  Janu- 
ary- of  that  y-ear  he  formed  a partnership  with  L. 
M.  Buie  in  the  land  business  under  the  firm 
name  of  Buie  & Kennedy  and  they  are  also  con- 
ducting an  abstract  business  in  Jones  county. 
They  liave  a liberal  clientage  and  have  negoti- 
ated many  imjKirtant  realty'  transfers.  Mr. 
Kennedy  is  thoroughly  familiar  with  land  values 
and  with  the  possibilities  for  development  in 
this  section  of  the  state  and  is  thus  enabled  to 
assist  his  clients  in  making  judicious  invest- 
ments. 

Unto  our  subject  and  his  wife  have  been  born 
ten  children,  six  sons  and  four  daughters,  of 
whom  seven  are  now  living.  Mr.  Kennedy  be- 
longs to  the  Presbyterian  church  and  he  and  his 
wife  are  prominent  socially',  having  the  warm 
regard  of  many  friends  and  the  esteem  of  all 
with  whom  they  have  been  brought  in  contact. 

JOHN  PATRICK  ENTREKIN.  The  score 
of  years  which  John  P.  Entrekin  has  passed  in 
Montague  county  have,  on  the  whole,  been 
years  flecked  with  evidences  of  prosperity  and 
the  upward  tendency  which  they  have  given 
his  destiny,  brings  it  into  agreeable  and  pleas- 
ant contrast  with  his  condition  upon  his  advent 
to  the  county.  With  the  help  of  Nature's  favor- 
ing smile  and  the  busy'  hand  of  the  husbandman, 


the  sandy  soil  of  the  Texas  postoaks,  the 
meskeet  and  the  short  grass  responds  wonder- 
fully with  bounteous  crops,  and  in  a few  short 
years  the  farmer  and  the  fruit  man  find  them- 
selves strong,  substantial  and  independent. 
With  the  labor  of  his  head  and  his  hands  as 
his  chief  asset  twenty  years  ago,  Mr.  Entrekin 
has  revolutionized  his  condition  and  passed  on 
in  the  race  for  success  to  within  sight  of  “the 
last  quarter,’’  and  the  race  and  its  purse  promise 
surely  to  be  his. 

All  his  years  in  Texas  Mr.  Entrekin  has  spent 
in  Montague  county,  and  the  first  seven  of 
them  were  passed  as  a renter  on  Denton  creek. 
When  he  left  what  is  now  a part  of  D.  C.  Mc- 
Donald's farm  he  ceased  to  rent  farther  and 
purchased,  on  time,  a little  farm  in  the  Glendale 
neighborhood  and  from  its  fertile  surface  he 
made  the  substantial  progress  of  his  career  in 
Texas.  In  1903  he  parted  w'ith  this  little  home 
and  at  once  bought  a block  of  one  hundred  and 
sixty  acres  in  the  Smyrna  neighborhood,  sub- 
stantially and  attractively  improved  and  a model 
place  for  a family  home. 

In  proof  of  our  introductory'  observ’ations  it 
is  appropriate  to  declare  Mr.  Entrekin’s  cir- 
cumstances when  he  reached  Montague  county. 
Ten  years  of  his  independent  career  had  been 
passed  when  he  cast  his  lot  with  the  Lone  Star 
state  and  the  few  household  cfTccts  and  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  dollars  in  money,  w'hich  he 
brought  with  him  were  his  earthly  belongings, 
and  represented  his  visible  assets  when  he  be- 
gan renting  on  Denton  creek.  The  story  of 
his  gradual  and  tOrtoise-like  climb  from  obscur- 
ity to  the  enviable  position  he,  with  his  family, 
have  won  is  one  that  never  grows  old  with  the 
telling,  and  in  the  meshes  of  its  details  is  scat- 
tered the  decayed  energies,  the  tears  of  mis- 
fortune and  the  heartaches  of  adversity  which 
have  spent  themselves  as  each  chapter  of  the 
story'  has  been  written. 

John  P.  Entrekin  was  born  in  Pickens  county. 
South  Carolina,  September  26,  1855,  grew  to 
maturity,  was  schooled  limitedly  there,  and 
there  first  married.  The  family  represented  one 
of  the  ancient  ones  of  the  state,  as  his  grand- 
father lived  on  a Law'rence  county  plantation 
and  reared  his  family  there.  We  arc  unable  to 
give  the  maiden  name  of  the  latter’s  w'ife,  but 
his  children  were : Amanda,  wife  of  George  W. 
Martin;  James  M.,  our  subject’s  father;  Newton, 
Theodore,  William  and  Nancy,  wife  of  Jackson 
Stewart. 

James  M.  Entrekin  was  born  in  Lawrence 
county,  Soutli  Carolina,  in  1822,  and  he  and  his 


IIISTORY  OF  NORTH  AND  W EST  TEXAS. 


wife  are  yet  living  in  Pickens  county.  He  mar- 
ried Mary  Martin,  and  of  this  union  there  were 
bom:  William,  Nancy  C.,  Mary  F.,  John  P., 

our  subject;  James  Max,  Lizzie,  A.  Lawrence, 
and  Henry.  All  of  the  above,  save  John  P. 
and  Law'rence,  reside  near  the  place  of  their 
birth. 

It  was  during  the  days  of  reconstruction  that 
John  P.  Entrekin  grew  up  and  at  that  time  the 
facilities  for  educating  the  youth  were  very  poor. 
He  discharged  his  obligation  to  his  father  by 
remaining  at  home  till  of  age  and,  December 
27,  1877,  married  Anna  Stephens,  a daughter 
of  Bayle.ss  Stephens.  By  this  marriage  Mr. 
Entrekin  is  the  father  of:  Nathaniel  G. ; James 
Walter;  Lillie;  Lizzie;  and  Henry  G.  Febmary 
4,  1890,  the  mother  of  these  children  passed 
away',  and  April  12,  1891,  their  father  married 
Mrs.  Fannie  Hall,  widow  of  Ephraim  Hall,  and 
a daughter  of  William  Beavers.  William 
Thomas  Hall,  who  is  a member  of  tlie  Entrekin 
family  circle,  is  Mrs.  Entrekin’s  oldest  child, 
and  she  and  Mr.  Entrekin  are  the  parents  of: 
Effie,  Rosa,  Ola,  Dessie,  Earl  and  John  Lloyd. 

John  P.  Entrekin’s  citizenship  is  wdthout  alloy, 
and  his  integrity  and  sincerity'  .stand  unim- 
peached. He  has  essayed  some  .interest  in  w'hat- 
ever  promised  good  to  his  community  or  county 
and  has  taken  a good  citizen’s  interest  in  the 
county’s  civil  affairs.  In  politics  he  is  a Demo- 
crat and,  for  two  years,  ex-sheriff  John  W. 
Raines  made  him  his  deputy  for  the  Glendale 
locality.  His  interest  in  education  prompted  his 
selection  as  a trustee  of  the  Glendale  school  for 
six  years  and,  in  other  w'ays,  he  has  served  the 
community,  in  which  he  has  lived. 

JESSE  VOWELL  TYRA.  One  of  the  famil- 
iar figures  of  Young  county  who  settled  on  the 
south  prong  of  Fish  creek  in  1875  and  who  has 
aided  modestly,  yet  substantially,  in  the  domestic 
development  of  the  county,  is  Jesse  V.  Ty'ra,  men- 
tioned in  the  introduction  as  the  subject  of  this 
sketch.  He  located  in  that  wild  and  unsettled 
region,  in  the  midst  of  the  open  range  and  sur- 
rounded bv  the  wild  game  of  the  forest  and  plain, 
and  bought  a tract  of  ttvo  hundred  acres  at  two 
dollars  per  acre,  as  the  nucleus  of  his  permanent 
home.  Throughout  the  succeeding  y'ears  he 
has  clung  tenaciously  to  this  location,  cleared 
up  the  meskeet  and  po.stoak,  buikled  him  a com- 
fortable yet  modest  home  and  brought  up  his 
family  in  the  paths  of  righteousness  and  honor 
toward  all  mankind. 

As  in  Hill  and  Robertson  counties,  w'here  he 
resided  a few  years  prior  to  his  advent  to 
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Young,  he  has  been  employed  chiefly  with  the 
promotion  of  agriculture  with  stock  as  supple- 
mentary and  an  aid  to  a well  conducted  farm, 
lie  spent  seven  y'ears  in  Hill,  and  going  to 
Robertson  clo.se  upon  the  close  of  the  Rebellion 
from  Itarvamha  county,  Mississippi,  w'here  hi.s 
birth  occurred  December  17,  1836. 

Mr.  Ty’ra  was  a son  of  Jesse  V.  Tyra,  tvho 
settled  in  Itawamba  county.  IMississippi,  in  1836, 
and  became  a successful  planter  there.  The  lat- 
ter migrated  from  Walker  county,  Alabama, 
where  his  life  was  launched  in  the  early  years 
of  the  nineteenth  century,  and  from  which  .state 
he  joined  the  American  troops  in  the  last  war 
with  the  Seminole  Indians  in  Florida.  He  mar- 
ried, in  his  native  state.  Miss  Frances  Gilham* 
who  passed  away'  in  early'  life,  leaving  issue,  viz. ; 
Joseph,  of  Des  Moines,  Iowa,  who  served  in 
the  Federal  army  during  the  Rebellion;  Vowcll. 
who  died  in  Mississippi  in  i860;  Jennie,  W’ ho  mar- 
ried a Mr.  Musgrove ; and  Elizabeth,  w'ife  of  a 
Mr.  Lawler.  Jesse  Vowell  Tyra  died  in  Walker 
county,  Alabama,  in  1867,  aged  one  hundred  and 
eight  years.  The  latter  W'as  the  grandfather  of 
our  subject  and  served  w’ith  his  son  in  the  Flor- 
ida w'ar.  He  married  Patsy  Tittle  and  had  issue 
as  stated  above. 

Our  subject  is  the  first  of  a family  of  eight 
children,  the  y'ounger  ones  being:  Joseph,  v.'ho 
died  in  Arkansas;  Elisha,  who  dejjarted  life  in 
Mississippi,  as  did  William,  the  next ; Ransom, 
died  in  Texas;  and  Adaline  married  a Mr.  Fred- 
erick and  died  in  Alabama;  Emanuel,  who  came 
to  Texas  and  died,  and  Josephine,  who  married’ 
a Mr.  Kanada  and  passed  away  in  Mississippi. 

Jesse  Y.  Tyra,  of  this  sketch,  grew  up  near 
a cotton  patch  and  little  more  than  peeped  intO' 
a country  school  house  in  his  childhood.  In' 
February,  1856,  he  married  Martha  J.  Higgins,, 
a daughter  of  a Mississippi  planter.  A.  J.  Hig- 
gins, who  W’as  bom  in  Alabama,  in  1840,  and 
died  near  Murray,  Texas,  April,  1898.  Until 
the  war  came  on  Mr.  Tyra  followed  the  voca- 
tion of  his  fathers,  and  when  the  Confederacy 
called  for  troops  he  joined  Company  K,  Thirty- 
Second  Infantry,  under  Colonel  M.  P.  Lowrey 
in  Cleburn’s  Division  of  Hardee’s  Corps.  His 
first  fight  W’as  at  Corinth  and  then  followed 
Shiloh,  Mumfordsville,  Kentucky,  Perryville. 
Murfreeslx)ro,  Qiickamauga,  Missionary  Ridge, 
the  .''itlanta  campaign  and  Franklin,  from  where 
his  command  fell  back  to  Shelbvville,  Tennes- 
see, and  remained  in  that  vicinity  and  surren- 
dered with  General  Hood  when  the  Confed- 
eracy collapsed. 

Returning  to  the  farm  he  had  little  more  than. 
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gatliercd  up  and  rounded  together  his  affairs 
when  he  set  out  for  the  Lone  St.ar  state.  He 
came  to  Young  county  with  fifty  head  of  cattle 
and  one  hundred  and  eighty  slicep.  but  while 
he  succeeded  wtll  with  llic  former,  all  of  the 
latter  died  but  twelve.  He  was  sncces.sful  as  a 
farmer,  and  crops  seemed  to  yield  him  as  well 
then  as  now.  Except  during  the  year  of  tlie 
great  drouth  he  has  raised  his  own  corn  and 
with  his  >tock,  and  his  two  hundred  and  forty 
acre  farm,  he  is  e>ne  of  the  independent  men  of 
the  Fish  creek  scitlemenl. 

To  Mr.  Tyra  and  his  faithful  lamented  com- 
panion were  l)Orn  five  chiKlreii,  a.s  follows ; 
Russell  D.,  who  married  Rosa  Hart,  and  resides 
near  his  father  on  a farm:  Xancy.  widow  of 
Jesse  rioud.  who  owns  a farm  in  the  home  com- 
munity; Helen,  wife  of  William  Porter,  c.)f 
Louisiana:  Earnest  L.,  whose  wife  was  Miss 
Walsh : and  iliss  Ethel  yet  w ith  her  ctiildhood 
home. 

In  liis  p>olitical  affiliations  Mr.  Tyra  is  a Demo- 
crat and  he  has  served  five  terms  as  trustee  of 
his  school  district.  He  has  faith  in  religious 
teachings,  believes  in  the  church  as  the  great 
agency  for  the  purification  of  society  and  the 
lever  which  elevates  its  moral  tone. 

WILLI. \M  LA  FAYETTE  CORNETT, 
riie  year  1S73  witnessed  the  advent  to  Young 
county  of  \ViHiain  I,.  Cornett,  then  a young 
man.  fitted  and  inured  by  long  service  to  the 
range  on  the  frontier  and  then  doing  what 
proved  tei  be  his  last  pony  act  in  the  drama 
of  cowbov  life.  A vear  more  in  the  saddle  and 
he  began  the  more  prosy  as  well  as  more 
j:irotital)le  career  of  a farmer  by  joining,  for 
a brief  year,  the  old  settlers.  Brooks.  Pirtle 
and  h'nlker.son  of  the  Caddo  Reservation.  In 
1875  he  settled  in  Upper  Tonk  valley,  on  the 
reserve  of  the  1’onkaway  Indians  and  near  the 
head  of  Tonk  branch  where,  being  a single 
man.  the  state  declined  to  patent  to  him  more 
than  eighty  acres  of  land.  For  his  reception 
he  erected  a log  cabin  which,  however  humble, 
was  for  some  years  in  reality  his  home.  With 
the  lajv^e  of  years  and  the  coming  of  greater 
prosjH'ritv,  he  provided  more  ctunmodionsh^ 
and  C'onveiiiently  for  himself  and  Ids  growing' 
family  in  the  erection  of  his  present  home. 

W hile  our  subject  acquainted  himself  with 
the  hroad  prairies  and  the  frontier  as  a ccov- 
I'.ov  beginning  with  a few  years  subsequent  to 
the  war,  he  learned  something  about  indepen- 
dent action  and  gamed  l•usiness  experience 
.first  ;i.s  a freighter  over  the  old-tinie  trails  prior 


to  the  scream  of  the  iron  horse  on  the  Texas 
prairies.  The  opening  of  his  career  began  in 
Dallas  county  where  his  education  was  finished 
.'tiler  atiemlance  on  the  Cedar  Springs  and 
Dallas  schools,  giving  him  a fairly'  good  in- 
sight into  tile  common  branches  then  taught. 
He  learned  to  farm  Iteforc  he  reached  his  ma- 
jority', and  its  recollections  and  the  promising 
future  for  the  hushandman  in  the  early'  sev- 
enties, le<l  him  to  his  first  love  out  on  the 
d oling  county  frontier. 

In  Logan  county,  Kentucky,  February  12, 
184!),  William  L.  Cornett  was  bom.  His 
father,  Dr.  Cornett,  was  born  near  the  corners 
ot  Tennessee.  X’orth  Carolina,  and  Virginia, 
February  16.  1817,  and  lived  there  some 

eighteen  y ears.  He  married  Maryq  a daughter 
of  a farmer,  John  W'ard,  and  re.sided  in  the 
cornering  states  for  a few  years.  He  finally 
established  himself  in  Logan  county,  Ken- 
tucky', and  left  there  in  i86i  for  Texas,  driving 
througli  and  reaching  Dallas  while  recruiting 
for  the  Confederate  service  was  well  under 
way.  He  enlisted  and  was  assigned  to  duty 
as  a surgeon  and  died  at  Tyler  ju.st  before  the 
“breakup"  in  1865.  His  wife  died  in  Kentucky 
in  1855  and  he  married  the  second  time  before 
leaving  the  Corn  Cracker  state.  His  second 
wife  was  Rebecca  Simons  who  died  in  Dallas 
county'  as  Mrs.  \\'.  B.  Pay'iie.  Of  Dr.  Cor- 
nett's children,  Flavius  J.  served  in  the  Con- 
federate army  and  died  soon  after  reaching 
home  at  the  close  of  the  war  from  exposure 
while  in  jtrison  at  Camp  Douglas.  Chicago; 
-Augustus  for  many  years  a inemlier  of  the 
northwest  Texas  Mcthodi.st  Episcopal  Confer- 
ence, but  now  retired  in  Fort  Worth;  Eliza  J., 
wife  of  S.  Y,  Burr,  of  Fort  Worth;  W'ilHam  L., 
our  subject ; .Mexander  L.,  of  Louisiana;  Mary-' 
J..  who  died  iji  Fort  AVorth  as  Mrs.  David 
Alc.Xnally':  and  Hester  A.,  wife  of  George 
Pirtle,  of  Clklahoma. 

Mr.  Cornett's  recollections  of  the  results  ob- 
tained 'dv  him  as  a farmer  during  his  first  y cars 
in  A'oung  count\  lead  him  to  believe  that  the 
seasons  then  were  more  reliable  than  of  re- 
cent y ears,  and  that  planting  was  more  surely 
attended  with  substantial  resnlls.  While  much 
labor  has  been  c.xjtended  without  requisite  re- 
ward, on  the  whole  his  material  progress  has 
been  forward  instead  of  iiackward,  as  is  evi- 
deneed  by  his  possession  of  more  than  four 
hundred  acres  of  land  instead  of  the  eighty' 
acres  with  which  he  was  originally’  endow'ed. 

January  18,  1877,  William  L.  Cornett  and 
Marv  AT  Davis  w ere  married  in  Young  county'. 
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Airs.  Cornett  was  a daughter  of  John  Davis, 
who  came  to  Texas  from  Berr)"  county,  Mis- 
souri. where  she  was  bom  in  1851.  Her 
mother’s  sisters  are  Mrs.  Margaret  Mondell 
and  Mrs.  Adalinc  Askew,  of  Young  county, 
and  John  F.  Davis,  a brother,  resides  in  Mc- 
Culloch county,  Texas.  Mr.  and  Airs.  Cornett’s 
children  are : Rufus  M.,  a teacher  in  Gray 
county,  Texas ; Maud,  a rneniber  of  the  family 
circle ; William  A.,  of  Gray  county ; and 
Ophelia,  Alvy  and  Armelia. 

Mr.  Cornett  has  ever  maintained  a lively  in-  . 
terest  in  public  affairs,  local  and  state,  takes 
a strong  moral  position  on  all  social  questions 
and  supports  Democracy  when  policies  of  gov- 
ernment are  at  issue. 

WILLIAM  W.  FINK,  president  of  the  Ef 
Faso  Fuel  Company,  belongs  to  that  class  of 
representative  American  citizens  whose  business 
activity  is  not  only  a source  of  individual  profit 
but  is  a factor  in  general  pro.sperity  and  progress 
in  the  community  where  they  reside.  Bom  and 
reared  in  Lima,  Ohio,  he  spent  his  youth  upon 
a farm  and  acquired  a public  school  education 
there.  He  is  one  of  the  pioneer  business  men 
of  this  cit\',  for  he  arrived  here  in  the  spring  of 
1881 — the  .same  year  that  the  railroad  was  com- 
pleted to  this  point.  On  leaving  his  Ohio  home 
until  the  determination  of  tiying  his  fortune  in 
the  west  he  located  first  in  Kansas,  where  he 
secured  employment  on  the  construction  of  the 
Santa  Fe  Railroad,  on  the  branch  then  building 
from  McPherson,  Kansas.  After  three  months 
there  passed  he  went  to  Joplin,  Missouri,  wdicre 
for  a short  time  he  w'as  engaged  in  trading 
horses  and  later  he  proceeded  to  Kansas  City, 
where  he  purchased  a ticket  on  the  Santa  Fe 
Railroad  to  carry  him  as  far  west  as  the  trains 
were  then  making  regular  runs,  this  point  being 
Las  Vegas,  New  Mexico.  The  rails,  however, 
had  been  laid  further  south  and  he  proceeded 
on  his  way  to  San  Marcial,  and  afterward  to 
Lava,  the  next  station  south.  At  that  point  he 
met  Jim  White,  who  afterward  became  sheriff 
and  chief  of  police  of  El  Pa.so,  the  two  remaining 
together.  Mr.  Fink  began  shippin,g  freight  for 
some  contractors  on  the  construction  wmrk  on 
the  railroad,  and  was  so  engaged  until  his  arrival 
in  this  city  in  February,  1881. 

On  reaching  El  I’aso  he  entered  the  employ 
of  William  Garland,  one  of  the  most  noted  rail- 
road contractors  of  that  day,  wdio  had  been 
awarded  some  important  contracts  on  the  Santa 
Fe.  In  the  employ  of  Mr.  Garland  Mr.  Fink 
W'ent  to  Arizona  as  commissary  clerk  with  the 


outfit,  working  on  the  Atlantic  & Pacific  Rail- 
road (the  Santa  Fe  line)  westward  through  Ari- 
zona. Several  months  were  thus  passed,  during 
which  time  Air.  Fink  was  promoted  to  the  posi- 
tion of  head  foreman  of  his  outfit  and  during 
that  lime  he  saverl  some  money  with  wiiich  he 
returned  to  El  Paso,  here  to  engage  in  business 
on  his  own  account.  He  became  connected  with 
dairying  in  partner.'^hip  with  Mr.  Doane,  a pio- 
neer dairyman  of  f',l  Pa.so,  and  there  he  devel- 
oj)ed  a large  enterprise,  having  four  hundred 
cows  when  the}  sidd  out.  The  business  grew" 
very  profitably  and  the  energy  and  enterj;ri.se  of 
the  partners  brought  to  them  a very  gratifying 
measure  of  success. 

After  five  years’  connection  with  the  daily 
business  IMr.  Fink  disposed  of  bis  intere.sts,  and 
with  the  capital  he  had  thereby  acquired  he  made 
extensive  investments  in  ranch  and  cattle  in- 
terests in  New  IMexico,  still  retaining  his  resi- 
dence in  El  Paso,  however.  On  account  of  the 
hard  times  and  the  abnormal  depression  in  the 
stock  business  this  venture  was  not  ns  success- 
ful as  the  preceding  one,  and  Ivir.  Fink  therefore 
turned  his  attention  to  farming  in  the  valley  be- 
low El  Paso,  being  engaged  in  that  busines.s  for 
two  years.  In  the  fall  of  1891  he  estafiii.shed  his 
present  business  in  El  Paso  as  a dealer  in  coal 
and  has  since  develojud  the  enterjirise  until  the 
El  Paso  Enel  Comiianv  now  controls  an  exten- 
sive trade.  From  an  investment  of  two  thousand 
dollars,  which  represented  the  value  of  the  busi- 
ness at  the  outset,  Mr.  Fink  has  built  up  a busi- 
ness that  is  now  worth  fifty  tliou.',aiKl  dollars. 
In  addition  he  owns  other  valuable  interest.-,, 
mainly  real  estate  in  El  Pa.so,  and  lie  has  one 
of  the  finest  homes  of  the  city.  The  offices  of 
the  El  Paso  Fuel  Company  are  located  at  the 
southwest  corner  of  W’est  Second  and  Leon 
streets  in  a substantial  brick  building,  and  here 
Mr.  I'iiik  is  carrying  on  a wholesale  and  retail 
business  as  a dealer  in  lime,  cement,  biiikling 
materials,  jilaster  of  paris.  building  and  fire 
brick,  hair,  roofing  felt,  pitch,  coal,  wood,  hay. 
feed  and  grain.  branch  enterprise  is  also 
maintained  as  the  W'hite  Oaks  h'uel  Coinpan\ , 
corner  of  Texas  and  Nolile  strcet.s.  and  the  trade 
is  constantly  increasing  in  volume  until  it  i.s  to- 
day one  of  the  leading  enterjirises  of  the  char- 
acter in  this  part  of  the  slate. 

Air.  Fink  was  married  in  El  Paso  to  Miss 
Clara  Doane,  a daughter  of  his  former  partner 
in  the  ilairy  business,  the  family  being  from  Ann 
Arbor,  iMichigan.  They  have  two  daughters, 
Laura  IMaude  and  Clara.  Their  home  is  one  of 
the  mo.st  attractive  residences  of  the  city  ami  the 
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members  of  liic  hoiiscliold  occup\  an  cnvial)le 
posirion  iu  social  circles.  Leavinjij  hi.s  Ohio 
liome  in  early  manhood  vs  ithout  capital  Mr.  Fink 
lia.s  made  steady  profjress  in  the  business  world, 
undeterred  by  obstacles  or  difficulties  which  have 
seemed  rather  to  serve  as  an  impetus  for  re- 
newed etTort.  I lib  per.sistency  of  purpose,  hi.s 
firm  <k'tcrmin3tfon  and  honoraltle  methods  have 
proved  the  salient  features  in  a success  which 
is  as  desirafile  as  it  is  gratifyiiif^. 

HENRY  M-\R10N  JONES,  (tnc  of  the 
widely'  known  residents  of  Young  count}', 
w hose  settlement  here  dates  from  1877,  estab- 
li.-hed  himself  on  the  waters  of  Fi.sh  creek 
upon  one  of  the  first  farms  to  he  settled  in  the 
county.  It  was  opened  by  Jim  Tackett  who 
is  .--aid  to  have  also  built  the  first  residence 
in  (iraham  and  iLs  chief  attraction  to  }ilr.  Jones 
was  the  abundance  of  water  that  the  localit}' 
j>osscssed  and,  as  he  remarked  to  a friend  at 
the  time,  "I  shall  have  plent}'  of  water  if  noth- 
ing cl.se.”  Here  he  has  since  resided,  reared 
his  f.amily  and  improved,  substantially  and  at- 
tractively, one  of  the  desirable  and  itroductive 
farms  of  Young  county. 

J’rior  to  his  location,  permanently,  I\Ir.  Jones 
investigated  many  counties  in  northwe.st  Te.xas 
in  search  of  the  right  place,  but  the  Fish  creek 
neighlxirhood  maintained  first  rank  with  him 
,ind  he  started  in  with  one  hundred  and  .sixty 
acres  of  land.  He  moved  his  family'  into  the 
[iroverbial  frontier.‘'mari’s  shantv  and  occupied 
it  unlil  the  industry  of  his  household  had  re- 
moved all  ob.stacles  to  the  building  of  his  pres- 
ent splendid  residence — chief  of  its  kind  on 
the  creek — and  his  early  efforts  at  faruiTreduc- 
tion  .and  improvement  were  directed  toward 
the  grubbing  and  clearing  of  his  rich  bottom 
land.  While  he  gathered  about  him  some 
stock,  as  was  the  custom  of  all  intelligent 
farmers,  he  posed  always  as  a farmer  and  the 
products  which  he  gathered  and  marketed 
from  his  daily  toil  are  chiefly  re.sponsible  for 
his  substantial  conditicMi  today. 

Mr.  Jone.s  started  hi.s  Texas  journey'  from 
Calloway  county.  Kentucky,  and  came  by  rail 
to  Waco  and  oveiland,  of  course,  to  Graham. 
His  cash  capital  was  rather  insignificant  and 
there  was  just  one  thing  left  for  him  to  do, 
upon  choosing  his  future  home  in  a new  coun- 
try. and  that  was  to  work.  This  he  had  ac- 
eu'Uuned  himself  to  back  at  the  old  home  in 
the  cast,  and  work  brings  substantial  results 
anywhere.  He  had  received  little  or  no  educa- 
liona!  aid  from  the  cmintry  schools  of  his 


youth  and  when  he  arrived  at  his  majority'  a 
strong  body’  and  a willing  hand  were  his  capi- 
tal stock.  He  was  married  in  his  y'outh  and 
assumed  the  responsibilities  of  a householder 
when  little  more  than  a beardless  boy.  But  be 
had  bad  some  experience  as  the  active  head  of 
a family  for  he  took  care  of  his  mother  and  the 
younger  children  while  his  father  w'as  absent 
in  tile  Confederate  service,  and  the  thought  of 
providing  for  his  own  family'  had  no  terrors 
for  him. 

March  23,  1855,  Henry  M.  Jone.s  was  born 
ill  Galloway  county.  Kentucky,  of  parents, 
riioiiias  and  Rillie  (McBride)  Jones.  The  fa- 
ther was  born  about  1832,  passed  bis  life 
on  the  farm  and  died  in  1888,  in  Calloway  coun- 
ty’, Kentucky',  where  his  widow  y'ct  resides. 
The  children  born  to  him  are,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  our  .subject,  residents  of  their  native 
county  and  are ; .Henry  iM.,  of  this  review' ; 
Bryant.  Raish,  Irving,  .\Lseiia,  wife  of  Henry 
Carlton  and  Ezelle. 

Henry  M.  Jone.s  took  in  marriage  IMartha 
A.,  a daughter  of  James  Townsend,  nenv  a resi- 
dent of  Young  county',  Te.xas.  Afrs.  Jones  w'as 
born  in  Tennessee,  in  1855.  and  is  the  mother 
of  Ida,  w’ife  of  Lee  Lane,  the  mother  of  Earn- 
est. Sallie,  Rudv  and  !Malconi : Nora,  wife  c3f 
Sam  Lane,  of  Graham,  has  children,  Jesse  H. 
and  Noel ; Lula,  w'ho  married  Ben  Malone, 
and  Teelev,  Dora,  Jesse  and  Henry  M.  Jr.,  still 
with  the  parental  household. 

In  his  political  affiliations  ^tr.  Jones  is  a 
Democrat  and  his  intere.st  in  active  politics 
is  confined  to  local  matters  only. 

THOM.VS  JEFFERSON  GREENWOOD. 
Substantially  identified  with  cotton  raising  and 
ginning  in  Montague  county  is  tlie  gentleman 
named  in  the  introduction  to  this  biographical 
notice.  For  nearlv  thirty  years  he  has  been 
adding  his  mite  to  the  work  of  development  in 
the  rural  vicinity  about  Sunset  where  he  is  now 
universally  recognized  as  one  of  the  leading  citi- 
zens. 

December  4.  1876,  Air.  Greenwood  settled  on 
a small  farm  in  I.,akc  valley  where  he  w'as  em- 
ployed for  a half  dozen  years  in  its  cultivation 
and  improvement.  Selling  that,  he  bought  a 
tract  two  miles  east  of  Sunset,  and  from  18S2 
until  i8<>o  hi.s  efforts  were  ffirected  toward  the 
material  development  and  successful  cultivation 
of  this  farm  also.  From  1890  to  i8c)8  he  de- 
voted his  efforts  to  the  bringing  of  a third  farm 
in  the  same  locality,  nmlcr  subjection  to  the 
plow,  and  w’hcn  he  dispose<l  of  this,  in  i8f)8.  he 
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purchased  the  old  Perkins  homestead  and  gin 
where  he  now  resides.  His  present  farm  is  one 
of  the  old-settled  places  on  the  waters  of  Brushy 
creek,  and  since  the  erection  upon  it  of  a gin 
in  1882,  it  has  been  one  of  the  popular  and  wide- 
ly known  farms  of  the  county.  The  farms  have 
an  area  of  one  hundred  and  eighty  acres,  and 
when  Mr.  Greenwood  took  possession  of  it  he 
remodeled  and  renewed  the  gin  plant.  It  con- 
tains now  three  seventy  saw  stands  wuth  a daily 
capacity  of  about  twenty  bales  and  during  the 
season  of  1904-5  thirteen  hundred  and  forty-o-ne 
bales  of  cotton  went  through  his  plant. 

Mr.  Greenwood  was  born  in  or  near  Effing- 
ham, Illinois,  February  7,  1854,  and  two  years 
later  his  father,  Thomas  J.  Greenwood,  brought 
his  family  to  Texas  and  settled  in  Delta  county. 
The  father  was  born  in  Kentucky  and  was  a son 
of  Joseph  Greenw'ood,  who  founded  the  family 
at  Effingham,  Illinois,  and  died  there  on  his 
farm.  Grandfather  Greenwood  married  Charity 
M.  Hart,  and  was  the  father  of ; Miles,  Aaron, 
Thomas  J.,  sons,  and  of  nine  daughters  whose 
identity  cannot  now'  be  given.  Thomas  J.  was 
born  about  1814  and  died  in  1864.  He  married 
Salina  A.  Murjdiy,  who  died  in  Hopkins  county, 
Texas,  in  1858.  with  issue  as  follows;  Frances, 
wife  of  A.  J.  Blair,  of  Commerce,  Texas;  Sarah 
E.,  wife  of  W.  C.  Lee,  of  Greer  county,  Oklaho- 
ma; James,  of  Miller  county,  Missouri;  Mary, 
who  died  in  Montague  county,  w as  the  wdfe  of  M. 
B.  Smith;  Thomas  J.,  Jr. ; Alice  and  Salina,  who 
died  in  childhood.  Mr.  Greenwood,  Sr.,  was 
married  a second  time,  his  W'ife  being  Mary 
Stafford,  w'ho  bore  children ; Dora,  wife  of 
George  Reeves,  of  Greer  county,  Oklahoma,  and 
Amanda,  who  passed  away  in  Louisiana. 

At  about  ten  years  of  age  Thomas  J.  Green- 
wood, Jr.,  was  deprived  of  his  last  parent,  and 
he  made  his  home  among  friends  and  with  rela- 
tives until  he  set  up  a home  of  his  own.  At 
first  John  Divinity  had  charge  of  him  for  a year, 
and  then  John  Hart  and  Mrs.  Paul  each  had  his 
services  and  permitted  him  to  learn  the  exist- 
ence of  a school.  His  last  home  w'as  with  his 
married  sister,  Mrs.  Lee.  Ilis  education  was 
chiefly  of  the  pick-up  sort,  and  the  years  of  his 
'teens  w'ere  passed  largely  as  a hired  man  on  a 
farm.  His  first  employer  had  the  meanness  to 
beat  him  out  of  his  W'ages,  but  he  sustained 
himself  wfith  credit  by  the  muscles  of  his  w'ill- 
ing  arms  until  he  came  into  his  legacy  from  his 
father’s  estate.  When  he  married  he  possessed 
a team,  a small  farm  and  a few  cow's.  and  with 
these  as  a nucleus  his  life  career  was  begun. 

November  26,  1874,  Mr.  Greenwood  married 


liliss  Nancy  Lee,  a daughter  of  W.  G.  and  Mary 
(Jeffries)  Lee,  who  came  to  Hunt  county, 
'I'exas,  from  Missouri.  Mrs.  Greenwood  was 
born  in  Hum  county^,  October  25,  1857,  and  is 
one  of  seven  of  her  mother’s  children.  Mr.  and 
.Mrs.  Greenwood’s  children  are:  James,  who  is 
again  at  home  after  the  loss  of  his  wife,  nee 
Rebecca  Barjinbruch,  in  June,  1903.  He  has  a 
daughter,'  Gladys;  Melissa,  wife  of  J.  V.  Hud- 
dleston, wiili  children : Dlinnie,  Nellie,  Virgil 

and  Thomas  L. ; Thomas  C, ; Mary',  wfife  of  Ed 
Hall,  with  children,  Blanche  and  Edna;  Frances, 
wife  of  R.  L.  Beattie,  of  Wise  county;  and  Ollie, 
William  J.,  Phebe,  Miles  and  Dewey. 

ilr.  Greenw'Ood  has  no  interest  in  politics  and 
is  a Primitive  Baptist. 

WILLIAM  A.  AYRES.  Montague  county 
has  looked  with  favor  upon  the  citizenship  and 
presence  of  William  Albert  Ayres.  He  has  been 
numbered  among  her  vigorous  and  thrifty  popu- 
lation since  1884,  the  year  in  which  he  plowed 
his  first  furrow  herein  and  rode  his  first  race 
after  a cow.  James  Ayres,  of  Bowie,  and  Robert 
E.,  another  brother,  together  with  William  A., 
constituted  the  trio  of  determined  young  men 
of  that  year,  w’ith  ambition  for  the  eventual 
achievement  of  substantial  results,  and  they  con- 
' stitute  the  same  trio  today  who  are  in  the  actual 
enjoyment  of  the  fnnts  of  their  early  aspira- 
tions. 

Since  the  year  1856  the  Ayres  of  this  branch 
have  been  citizens  of  Te.xas.  That  year  Wil- 
liam x\yres,  father  of  our  subject,  brought  his 
family  from  Alabama  and  established  it  in  Smith 
county.  The  father  was  a native  of  Alabama, 
grew  up  on  a plantation  and  pursued  the  voca- 
tion of  a farmer  himself  throughout  life.  He 
married  Nancy  Patton,  a daughter  of  John  Pat- 
ton, a Mississippi  farmer.  In  Smith  county  the 
family  belonged  to  the  poor  but  honorable  class 
of  citizens,  ami  were  following  their  vocation 
without  incident  until  the  Civil  war  came  up, 
when  the  father  and  oldest  son  w’erc  drawn  into 
the  conflict.  They  both  joined  the  regular  Texas 
contingent  of  the  Confederate  army  and  did 
their  duty  as  soldiers  as  they  had  done  it  as 
citizens  until  the  fratricidal  contest  came  to  an 
end.  Just  before  he  was  to  have  returned  to  his 
family  the  father  died,  in  i8f')5,  and  the  re.'-pon- 
sibility  of  rearing  and  caring  for  a growing 
family  fell  to  the  lot  of  the  mother. 

Bv  the  marriage  of  William  and  Naiicv  .\vres 
there  were  children,  viz. : Elizabeth,  deceased, 
who  married  Kelley  Pierce  and  died  in  Cooke 
county,  Tex:is;  Man.',  who  married  James  Jones 
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and  ilifd  in  iIh-  same  county;  James,  a leading 
merchant  of  Howie;  W illiam  A.  and  Robert  E., 
twin  bri.ither.s;  Hallig  of  risliomingo,  Itidian 
'i'erritorv.  About  i8t)8,  the  family  moved  from 
Sntith  into  Cooke  count\  and  there  the  motjier 
guiiled  the  UK'tstcps  of  her  children  until  vear.s 
of  discretion  and  accountability  were  reached. 
When  the  sons  came  into  Alotitagiie  coutity  and 
establi.shcd  theinsclves,  the  mother  followed  in 
time,  and  at  the  home  of  her  .son,  W'illiara  A., 
she  ]>asscd  away  in  June.  iSy(>. 

The  country  schools  provitled  all  the  advan- 
tages for  an  education  that  W illiam  A.  Ayres 
had  in  childltood,  and  in  Cooke  cotinty  he 
reached  his  majority  atid  began  his  serious,  in- 
depetidetit  career.  The  work  of  the  familv  home 
was  in  common  atul  the  brother.s  lent  each  other 
a helping  hand  at  every  opportunity  and  every- 
thing seemed  to  make  jwogress  in  harmony 
toward  the  goal  of  each  aml>ition.  The  broth- 
ers bought  and  paid  out  a hcniie  of  one  hundred 
and  sixty  acres  in  Cooke  county  and  when  they 
came  to  Ylomague  county  they  had  a few  hun- 
dred dollars  with  which  to  begin  the  stock  busi- 
ness as  well  a.s  farming.  For  many  vears  Wil- 
liam and  Robert  E.  .\yrcs  were  associated 
together  in  the  stock  hu.siness.  made  the  ven- 
ture pay  and  became  widely  and  favorably 
known  as  cowiiten.  In  the  begimiing  William 
A..  Ayres  purcliased  a 1>oltoin  farm  on  Denton 
creek  and  made  bis  borne  upon  it  until  18^)3, 
when  he  irnj>rovcd  a site  near  Salona,  where  he 
has  sine.:  resided.  He  own.s  nearly  a section  of 
land,  has  given  up  the  stock  industry  and  is 
devoting  himself  to  systematic  and  intelligent 
and  successful  agriculture. 

Mr.  ,\yres  was  honi  in  Itawamba  county.  Miss., 
June  .28.  1853.  and  in  Cooke  couinv,  October 
8,  1874,  he  was  tirst  married,  his  wife  being 
Mary,  a daughter  of  Dr.  Russell,  a former  Geor- 
gian, who  came  to  Texas  from  Louisiana,  where 
his  daughter  Mary  was  horn.  Mrs.  Ayres  died 
January.  i88o,  leaving  children:  William  Ray- 

mond, who  married  Cora  Ditto  and  has  a son, 
William  DtmahLon;  Pearl,  wife  of  Ed  Archer, 
of  Howie,  with  children,  Emmet  and  Floyd;  and 
Arthur,  yet  with  the  jiarental  home.  Al)ril  3, 
f8‘io,  .Mr.  ,\yrcs  married  Mrs.  Rachel  Walker, 
a daughter  of  Mr.  Carroll,  formerly  from  Ten- 
nessee. Hy  her  first  husband  Mrs.  Rachel 
Ayres  left  a daughter,  Dessimoiid,  now  the  wife 
' if  .Albert  Archer,  of  Salona.  with  issue.  Carl  and 
Edward.  The  children  of  Whlliani  and 
Rachel  Aires  arc  ; Alarvin,  \^i\en,  iMary  Lee 
and  rtiis.  Jtnie  2,  lotxa,  the  wife  and  mother 
died  aiul  i\iay  28,  Mr.  .Ayre.s  took  in  mar- 


riage Mrs.  Lou  Clark,  wiflow  of  Mr.  Clark  and 
a daughter  of  B.  R.  and  Ellen  (Fontner)  Mc- 
Carroll,  formerly  from  Tishomingo  county.  Mis- 
sissippi. Mrs.  Ayres  was  born  in  Johnson 
county,  .Arkansas,  January,  1862,  and  is  the 
mother  of  a son,  James  C.  Clark. 

A.s  the  evening  of  life  approaches  Mr.  .Ayres 
finds  him.self  in  the  iiossession  of  a just  reward 
for  years  of  hone.st  toil.  Ills  family  are  coming 
into  lives  of  activity  and  some  of  them  have 
taken  tlieir  stations  in  the  world's  affairs  and  are 
maintaining  the  family  name  and  fame.  He  has 
had  little  interest  in  politics,  but  is  a sincere 
supporter  of  the  interests  of  the  church.  He  is 
a steward  in  the  Alethodist  chnrch,  is  an  C)dd 
Fellow  and  a Democrat. 

THOMAS  PHILIP  PHAGAN.  .\mong  the 
settlers  of  Clay  county,  whose  efforts  have 
been  felt  in  the  domain  of  agriculture,  and 
whose  influence  has  permeated  a community 
of  interests  with  a wide  radius,  is  Thomas  P. 
Phagan,  of  Vashti.  His  identity'  with  the  set- 
tlement which  his  presence  honors  and  his  la- 
bors have  enriched  dates  from  the  year  1883 
when  he  purchased  the  tract  of  land  south  of 
the  hamlet  of  Vashti,  settled  hy  John  B.  Bird, 
and  assunicd  charge  of  this  primitive  pioneer 
estate.  Here  he  has  exhausted  his  energies, 
reaped  the  rewards  of  his  toil  and  i.s  quietly 
enjoydiig  the  emoluments  of  an  industrious, 
well-ordered  and  well-spent  life.  On  Wash- 
ington’s birthday  of  1839  Thomas  P.  Phagan 
was  born  in  Lincoln  county,  Tennessee.  His 
father,  John  Phagan,  w'as  boni  there  April  29, 
1812,  .some  three  y'cars  after  Philip  Phagan, 
onr  subject’s  grandfather,  settled  there.  Philip 
Phagan  was  brought  up  in  North  Carolina 
where  his  biith  occurred  in  1778  and,  with  his 
new  wile,  made  the  trip  to  their  new  home  in 
Tennessee  on  horseback.  Jane  Gillham  was 
his  wife  and  their  children  were;  Martha,  who 
married  George  Kidd;  John;  Pe.ggie,  whose 
first  husband  was  a Nowlin  ami  whose  second 
was  a Kidd;  Poll\%  wife  of  John  Dale;  Sallie, 
w'ho  married  Andrew  Cochran ; Betsy,  who 
also  married  a Dale,  and  Philip  T. 

John  Phagan  came  to  manhood’s  estate 
upon  his  father’s  farm  and  follow'ed  that  voca- 
tion himself  until  he  was  fort\'-one  y'ears  old 
when  he  erected  a grist-mill  and  saw-inill, 
with  water-wheel  power,  along  the  country 
road.side  and  conducted  that  business  from 
1853  to  1868  when  he  moved  to  Lawrence 
county,  Alabama,  w'here  his  death  occurred  the 
following  year.  He  was  twice  married,  his 


HISTORY  OP'  NORTH  AND  WEST  TEXAS. 


489 


first  wife  being-  Eliza  Wiley,  a daughter  of 
Thomas  W'iley,  a South  Carolinian  of  Irish 
descent.  Thus  the  Irish  and  the  English  inter- 
mingle and  mix,  for  the  great-grandfather  of 
our  subject,  Philip  Phagan,  was  a born  Eng- 
lishman an<l  established  the  P’hagan  family  in 
North  Carolina.  In  P'ebruary,  18G0,  Eliza  Pha- 
gan died,  being  the  mother  of:  James  H.,  wdio 
died  in  1S60,  leaving  two  children  ; William 
M.,  who  died  at  twenty-six  leaving  a child; 
Thomas  P.,  our  subject;  Jane,  tvho  died  as 
Mrs.  liyers  of  Blair,  Tennessee,  and  left  a 
family;  Mary  A.,  married  T.  R.  Steadman,  of 
Ellis  county,  Texas;  Sarah  E.,  wife  of  John 
M.  Blair,  of  Ellis  county,  Texas;  and  John  W. 
Phagan,  of  Kaufman  county,  Texas.  For  his 
second  wife.  John  Phagan  married  Arr.nnta 
Spence  and  their  issue  was:  Laura,  wile  of 
Lawrence  Caldwell,  of  Lee  count},  Missis- 
sippi; Emma,  married  Joseph  Caldwell  of  the 
same  county;  Caledonia,  wife  of  Mr.  Portner, 
of  West  Tennessee;  Nannie,  widow  of  James 
Clark,  of  Tennessee,  and  George,  of  Lee  coun- 
ty, IMississippi. 

Thomas  P.  Phagan  passed  his  youth  and 
early  manhood  on  the  farm  and  in  the  mill,  and 
his  education  was  such  as  could  be  acquired  in 
the  rural  schools  of  his  dav  and  time.  He  gave 
his  services  to  his  father  till  twenty-two  years 
of  age  and  in  the  autumn  of  18G1  he  went  into 
the  Confederate  army.  Company  F,  Forty-first 
Tennessee,  Captain  Plarlan  George  and  Colonel 
Robert  Ferguson,  Army  of  Tennessee  under 
Johnston  and  Bragg.  The  Forty-first  Tennes- 
see was  captured  at  P'ort  Donclson,  but  Mr. 
Phagan  was  absent  from  his  command,  in  the 
hospital,  but  he  rejoined  it  after  its  c.xchange 
and  his  first  engagement  of  consequence  was 
in  the  vicinity  of  Vick.sburg  and  his  second  and 
last  was  at  Chickamauga,  after  which  he  went 
home  on  a furlough  and  ever  afterward  re- 
mained inside  of  the  Federal  lines. 

After  the  war  Mr.  Phagan  took  up  fanning. 
He  pas.sed  four  years  in  Lawrence  county,  Ala- 
bama, one  year  back  in  liis  home  countv  in  Ten- 
nessee and  then  he  came  to  Texas.  He  settled 
in  Ellis  county  in  June,  1874.  He  located  on 
the  west  line  of  the  county  and  resumed  the  life 
of  a farmer  there  for  eight  years,  w'hcn  he  dis- 
posed of  his  interests  and  became  a resident  of 
Clay  county.  In  this  county  he  first  purchased 
two  hundred  and  fifty-two  acres  and  his  labors 
for  nearly  a quarter  of  a century  have  had  to  do 
entirely  with  its  cultivation  and  improvement. 
His  prosperity  has  been  gradual  and  permanent 
and  it  has  enabled  him  to  acquire  additional  real 


estate,  he  owning  now  four  hundred  and  ten 
acres  in  a body,  the  same  responding  gener- 
ously to  the  family  touch. 

May  5,  1864,  Mr.  Phagan  married  Mary  Mc- 
Farren,  a daughter  of  James  and  Betsy  (Moore) 
McFarren,  from  South  Carolina  and  Ten- 
nessee. Their  other  children  were:  Ca- 

sina,  w’ho  died  as  Mrs.  Smith,  leaving  a familv; 
James  M.  and  Thomas,  of  Lincoln  county,  Ten- 
nessee. Mrs.  Phagan  was  born  November  18, 
1839,  and  is  the  mother  of  William  B.,  of  Beaver 
county,  Clklahoma ; Ida,  wife  <if  W.  W.  Wil- 
liams; Thomas  C.,  of  Ryan,  Intlian  Territory^ 
John  C.,  of  Beaver  county,  Oklahoma;  Lizzie, 
wife  of  Lee  George,  of  Clay  county,  has  chil- 
dren ; Elder,  Hester.  Ethel  and  Bonnie ; J. 
Russell.  Archie  and  C.  Htdl  are  all  with  the 
family  homestead. 

Mr.  Phagan’s  duty  as  a citizen  of  his  county 
has  been  w’cll  and  faithfully  performed.  His 
personal  interests  have  occupied  him  to  the  ex- 
clusion of  other  business  connections  and  bv 
reason  of  his  oneness  of  purpose,  and  remark- 
able tenacity,  he  has  accomjilished  a farmer’s 
mission  in  life.  He  has  never  been  consumed 
w’ith  political  ambitions,  nor  has  he  waxed  ex- 
ceedingly' warm  in  his  enthusiasm  for  those 
ambitious  to  serve  the  public,  yet,  as  a Demo- 
crat, he  has  seldom  failed  to  vote  the  piarty 
ticket  at  general  elections.  He  believes  in  the 
inspiration  of  the  Sacred  Book  and  worsliips 
with  the  adherents  of  the  Cumberland  Presby- 
terian faith.  For  twenty  years  he  served  his 
church  as  an  elder  and  the  promotion  of  the 
interests  of  his  denomination  has  lain  near  to 
his  heart. 

JUDGE  WASHINGTON  B.  MERCH.\NT, 
who.se  active  business  career  is  another  illus- 
tration of  the  force  of  enterprise,  keen  discri)ii- 
inatiun  and  energy'  in  the  active  affair.s  td  the 
business  world,  is  now  closely  iilentified  wdth 
professional  and  financial  circles  in  FI  Paso, 
w'here  he  is  engaged  in  the  practice  of  l.aw  and 
in  the  banking  business.  A native  of  Mi.ssis- 
sippi,  he  was  born  in  .Smith  county  July'  9, 
1845,  and  is  a son  of  the  Rev.  James  and  T.u- 
cretia  (Baugh)  IMcrchant.  His  father  was  a 
Baptist  minister,  and  both  he  and  his  wife 
w'ere  natives  of  Mississippi,  in  which  state 
they  were  reared.  They  came  to  Texas  when 
tlicir  son  Washington  was  a y'outh  of  thirteen 
Years,  locating  in  Polk  county  and  remained 
residents  of  Texas  until  called  to  their  final 
rest. 

Judge  Merchant  t>f  this  review  pursued  his 
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early  education  in  tlic  schools  of  Polk  count}', 
and  afterward  attended  Mackenzie  College  in 
Red  River  county,  which  was  a noted  school 
in  ante-bellum  days.  He  was  there  pursuing 
hi^  >tudies  at  the  time  of  the  inauguration  of 
the  Civil  war  in  i<%i,  and  when  he  left  school 
he  enlisted  in  Company  F of  the  First  Texas 
Infantry.  The  regiment  was  assigned  to  Vir- 
ginia and  he  [tarticipated  in  the  battles  of 
.Seven  Pines,  L hickamanga  and  other  inipor- 
tant  engagements.  In  i86j  he  was  transferred 
from  liis  regiment  b\  the  secretary  of  war  and 
as,->igned  to  the  (piartermaster's  department  in 
the  I'rans-Mississippi  department  under  Cap- 
tain John  Clemmons,  who  was  in  charge  of  the 
territory  compri.sed  of  I.iberty,  I’olk,  Hardin 
ami  other  adjacent  counties  in  Texas  and  rc- 
[lorted  to  Ceneral  Alagruder  at  Houston, 
judge  Alerchant  continued  in  that  capacity 
until  the  close  of  hostilities. 

\\  hen  the  war  was  over  he  located  at  lira- 
shear  City,  now  Morgan  City,  Louisiana, 
where  he  emliarked  in  merchandising,  in  which 
he  continued  tmtil  1870.  In  the  meantime  he 
took  up  the  study  of  law  and  in  the  latter  year 
was  admitted  to  the  bar  and  entered  upon  prac- 
tice in  Ilrashear  Cit}-.  Subsequently  he  re- 
moved to  New  Iberia.  Louisiana,  and  while  a 
rc.sident  of  the  southern  part  of  the  state  wa.s 
elected  district  attorney  and  later  chosen  dis- 
trict judge.  He  was  thoroughly  versed  in  the 
Louisiana  law.  which  is  based  on  the  civdl  code 
(Napoleonic),  In  1881  he  removed  to  New 
b'rleans  and  became  postmaster  of  that  city 
under  a)ipointnient  of  President  Arthur,  also 
serving  during  President  Cleveland's  first  ad- 
ministration. It  was  while  acting  in  that  ca- 
pacitv  that  Judge  Alcrehant  held  the  first  ex- 
amination and  made  the  first  appointee,  Aliss 
Annie  Gulick,  under  the  new  civil  .service  law, 
«be  being  the  first  in  the  L’nited  States  to  re- 
ceive appointment  under  that  law. 

In  1 888  Judge  Alerchant  removed  to  F,1  Paso, 
where  he  has  since  made  hi.s  home,  and  enter- 
ing upon  the  practice  of  law  was  .soon  accorded 
a large  and  distinctively  representative  clien- 
tage, representing  important  local  and  eastern 
intcre.sts.  At  a recent  date,  however,  he  ha.s 
gradually  dropped  out  of  practice  in  order  to 
<lovote  liis  time  and  energies  to  other  business 
alrairs  in  El  Paso,  being  cpiite  extensively  en- 
gagoil  in  the  investment  banking  business.  He 
alsi>  has  valuable  realty  holdings  and  is  one  c>f 
the  capitalists  of  the  city.  His  place  of  resi- 
dence and  lni.''iness  was  for  some  year>  Aler- 
chanl  ])lace,  cominisiug  a c|uarter  of  a block 


extending  from  Te.xas  and  North  Camiibell 
streets  near  the  business  center  of  El  Paso. 
Alerchant  place  was  opened  in  1900  and  his 
home  there  was  a beautiful  residence. 

Judge  Alerchant’s  wife,  Alr.s.  Alice  G. 
(Hlackarlder)  Alerchant,  is  a physician  and 
they  have  two  children,  Geraldine  and  AV.  E. 
Alerchant.  In  prominent  society  circles  they 
occupy  a leading  position,  especially  in  the 
homes  where  the  atmosphere  is  one  of  superior 
education.  Judge  Alerchant  won  distinction  in 
a calling  wherein  advancement  depends  en- 
tirely upon  indiv'idual  merit  and  keen  intellect- 
uality and  in  later  years  through  judicious  in- 
vestment has  gained  a place  among  the 
wealthy  residents  of  his  adopted  city. 

PRESLEY  SMITH  PARKER.  The  lead- 
ing merchant  and  business  inan  of  Buffalo 
Springs,  and  a gentleman  whose  efforts  have 
contributed  much  to  the  value  an<l  importance 
of  that  old  village  as  a trading  point,  is  Presley 
S.  Parker,  whose  career  in  Clay  count}'  has 
placed  him  in  a position  Of  financial  indepen- 
dence, in  contrast  with  his  insecure,  anxious 
and  dependent  condition  on  seeking  the  county 
some  twelve  years  ago.  As  a fanner  here  he 
wa.s  unstable,  unsettled  and  restlc.ss,  a trader  of 
nc;  mean  talent,  while,  as  a merchant,  his  ability 
has  shown  itself  in  bis  successful  grasp  of  sit- 
uations, turning  them  to  liis  own  financial  ac- 
count and  becoming  the  real  center  of  interest 
in  the  village  itself. 

In  1892,  Air.  Parker  first  came  into  Clay 
count}-.  He  was  possessed  of  a team  and  wagon 
and  a hundred  dollars  in  money  which  he  had 
accumulated  in  one  of  the  counties  of  the  black 
land  after  sev'cral  years  of  vinceasing  and  unre- 
mitting toil.  He  rented  a tract  of  land  and 
jilanted  a crop  and,  with  the  proceeds  of  his 
crop,  took  possession  of  two  hundred  acres  of 
new  land  southwest  of  Buffalo  Springs  and  put 
on  the  initial  strokes  of  its  improvement.  This 
tract  he  had  bargained  to  pay  tlie  munificent 
sttm  of  two  dollars  and  fifty  cents  an  acre  for. 
borrowing  the  thirty  dollars  which  constituted 
the  advance  payment  on  the  place.  WhiL  bus- 
ied with  making  his  first  home  in  Te.xas,  some 
months  after  he  took  possession  a purchaser 
took  it  at  fifteen  hundred  dollars  and  his  first 
stroke  of  real  luck  had  made  its  appe.arance.  He 
bonglit  another  new  tract  near  by  at  five  dollars 
an  acre  and  went  through  the  same  formality  as 
to  its  improv-ement  and  in  a couple  of  years  a 
buyer  came  along  with  one  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred and  fiftv  dollars  and  exchanged  with  him 
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“even  up.’’  ‘‘Now,’’  lie  said  to  his  wife,  "we  will 
go  back  to  Collin  county  and  buy  us  a little 
black  land  farm  and  settle  down.”  They  boug-ht 
one  of  forty-four  acres  and,  by  dint  of  hard  work 
at  corn  and  cotton  raising,  and  supplcinenting 
it  with  outside  work  with  team  and  himself, 
managed  to  eke  out  a bare  living  until  the  last 
couple  of  years  when  he  fenced  his  place  fiog- 
tight  and  planted  his  place  to  corn.  Feeding  this 
to  his  hogs  brought  him  the  “golden  era,”  yet 
after  five  years  he  sold  out  and  returned  to  the 
county  where  it  seemed  so  easy  to  get  along. 
He  paid  one  thousand  five  hundred  and  fifty 
dollars  for  his  old  home  and  took  iiossession 
with  the  idea  of  climbing  this  ladder  to  final 
independence.  His  trading  propensities  again 
took  hold  on  our  subject  and  he  bought  C.  R. 
Saunders’  store  and  adjoining  property  at  Buf- 
falo Springs  and  began  his  mercantile  career  in 
1901.  A stock  of  goods  of  the  value  of  three 
hundred  dollars  and  sixty  acres  of  land  consti- 
tuted the  property,  and  the  first  year  he  took  in, 
as  his  partner  in  the  store,  F.  L.  Aulick.  They 
increased  the  stock  many  fold  and  made  it  a 
desirable  place  to  trade  and  bought  and  handled 
everything  in  the  huckster  line  that  the  farmer 
had  to  sell.  In  1902, 'Mr.  Parker  became  sole 
proprietor  of  the  business,  and  the  business  in- 
crease, as  time  went  on,  made  a remarkable 
showing.  Ilis  chicken,  egg  and  butter  trade 
amounted  to  more  than  a hundred  dollars  a 
month  through  1904,  and  he  turned  his  stock  of 
goods  in  the  store  nearly  three  -times  in  that 
twelve  months. 

W’hen  P.  S.  Parker  came  to  Texas,  in  1882. 
he  was  just  past  his  majority  and  all  his  sub- 
stantial capital  was  invested  in  a pair  of  strong 
and  willing  hands.  He  stopped  near  W’iley,  in 
Collin  county,  and  passed  two  years  as  a farm 
hand  by  the  month.  In  that  time  he  had  ac- 
quired a team  and  some  cash  besides  and,  after 
returning  from  a trip  to  his  old  home  in  Arkan- 
sas, he  married  and  settled  on  a rented  farm. 
From  thenceforward  to  1892  his  career  was  one 
of  “ups  and  downs,”  with  a constantly  backward 
tendency  staring  him  and  his  young  wife  in  the 
lace.  In  desperation,  he  told  his  companion 
they  would  “pull  out”  for  a new  place  and  try 
their  fortune  elsewhere,  as  it  was  onh^  a matter 
of  time  till  their  resources  would  be  exhausted. 
With  his  team  and  all  their  possessions  in  a 
wagon  a new  life  at  Vashti,  Oay  county,  began. 

Mr,  Parker  was  bom  in  Washington  county, 
Arkansas,  May  5,  i860.  Pleasant  Parker,  his 
father,  was  a native  of  Spottsylvania  count3^ 
Virginia,  bom  March  ii,  1824.  The  latter  was 


taken  hy  his  father  to  Hawkins  county,  Tennes- 
see, in  1828.  and  was  there  orphaned  at  the  age 
of  ten  years.  He  grew  up  there  and  at  tw-enty- 
six  years  of  age  married  Sarah  Jones  and  moved 
west  into  Arkansas,  making  the  trip  through 
Kentucky,  Illinois  and  Missouri,  finally  reach- 
ing their  destination  in  Washington  county, 
Arkansas,  December  25,  1851.  In  1853  he  set- 
tled near  Carter’s  .Store,  where  he  passed  his 
life  as  a farmer  and  where  he  died  Se]ttember  21, 
1895.  He  was  intlustrious,  was  a useful  citizen 
and  a Christian  gentleman.  He  joined  the 
church  .at  twenty-five  years  of  age  .-uid  was  ever 
afterward  a consistent  member  of  tlic  Baptist 
church.  His  wife,  who  was  a daughter  of  Riley 
Jones,  a Baptist  minister  who  passed  his  active 
life  and  died  in  Washington  county,  .Arkansas, 
is  vet  living  and  makes  her  home  in  Washita 
county,  Oklahoma. 

Pleasant  and  Sarah  Jones  reared  the  follow- 
ing children;  Lizzie,  wife  of  J.  W.  Dian,  of 
Washington  county,  Arkansas;  Sarah,  wife  of 
1).  I.  Perry,  of  the  same  county;  Alexander,  of 
Wa.shita  county,  Oklahoma ; Presley  S.,  of  this 
review;  Perry,  of  Washita  county,  Oklalioma; 
John,  of  California,  and  Larkin,  of  Washita 
county,  Oklahoma. 

Preslej'  S.  Parker  was  limited  and  sparingly- 
educated  in  the  country  schools  and  was  mar- 
ried in  Collin  county,  Texas,  July  4,  1885,  to 
Mattie,  a daughter  of  W.  C.  Parker.  Air.  Par- 
ker was  from  Humphrey  county,  Tennessee, 
and  settled  in  Collin  county,  Texas,  in  1855. 
His  first  wife  was  a Miss  Wilson  and  his  second 
was  the  mother  of  the  following  children  ; Itr. 
C.  D.,  of  Houston;  Airs.  Lizzie  Rolan,  of  Mon- 
tague county.  Texas  ; Mrs.  P.  S.  Parker,  born 
January  28,  1865;  Kate,  who  died  single;  .\delia, 
w'ife  of  Mr.  Nottingham,  of  Dallas. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Parker's  children  arc ; Dennis 
C.,  of  Oklahoma ; and  Centennial,  Bennie, 
Sarali,  Mary  and  Linton.  Air.  Parker  is  a Dem- 
ocrat. is  postmaster  of  Buffalo  Springs,  has  at- 
tended county  conventions  of  his  party  and  is  a 
notary  public. 

WILLlAAl  SHELBY  NUCKOLLS.  It  is 
fitting  that  the  midday  of  a life  filled  with  indus- 
tr_v  should  be  crowned  with  those  Providential 
blessings  which  are  bestowed  as  labor's  reward, 
and  it  is  an  occcasion  for  unrestrained  domestic 
felicitation  when  those  social,  moral  and  finan- 
cial obligations  of  our  domestic  fabric  have  been 
so  met  as  to  fill  the  esthetic  and  ethical  require- 
ments and  to  place  the  home  in  substantial  ami 
material  independence.  In  this  connection  it 
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is  our  privilege  to  present  to  our  readers  a life 
record  not  incompatible  with  the  spirit  of  our 
introdiictorv  reference,  and  ask  their  indulgence 
while  the  career  of  the  subject  of  this  article  is 
passed  in  review.  . 

William  Shelhy  Nuckolls  is  one  of  the  suh- 
stantial  ranchmen  and  farmers  of  Clay  county. 
Within  a .score  of  years  he  has  passed  from  ob- 
scurity to  opulence,  and  Dame  Fortune  has  so 
.-haped  and  fashioned  his  affairs  as  to  place  him 
in  the  category  of  eminently  successful  business 
men.  He  was  burn  in  Hardeman  county,  Fen- 
nessce,  January  31,  1854,  of  parents.  Wblliam  Ci. 
and  Eliza  (i’olk)  Nuckolls,  now  resident  farm- 
ers near  Keller,  in  Tarrant  county.  Texas,  where 
they  settled  in  the  year  1880.  His  father  and 
mother  were  natit  e to  Tennessee,  the  former 
born  in  Hardin  county,  February,  icS^o,  and  a 
son  of  W illiarii  Nuckolls,  an  early  settler  there. 
William  Nuckeills  was  a CoIi;nel  cd  the  Tennes- 
see militia,  in  the  old  training  <lays,  and  Ken- 
tnekv  contributed  him  from  her  population  to- 
ward the  earh  settlement  of  the  state.  His 
ancestors  were  \ irginians.  The  Polks  were 
from  Maury^  county,  Tenne.ssee,  of  the  .Scotch 
line  and  from  North  Carolina  to  that  county. 
Shelby  Polk  was  the  grandfather  of  our  subject 
and  his  daughter  Eliza  died  in  Tarrant  county, 
Texas,  in  i8yO. 

The  issue  of  William  G.  and  Eliza  Nuckolls 
were:  Charles,  Macon  county,  'Fcnnes.see; 

-Mollie,  wife  of  R.  O.  .Nawsom,  of  Mansfield, 
Texas;  William  S.  and  Eenora,  deceased  wife 
of  James  Ilurnett,  left  a son  in  Tarrant  county. 

The  school  advantages  of  William  S.  Nuck- 
olls were  not  at  all  goe>d  and  he  acquired  only  a 
scant  knowledge  of  the  three  r's.  experience 
■ hung  the  rc.st.  He  attended  a subscription 
school  at  Polivar,  Tennessee,  when  a young 
man  and  made  the  mo.st  of  lii.s  advancement 
there.  He  began  life  a.s  a tenant  t>n  the  farm 
and  prospered  some  from  the  start.  When  he 
came  to  Texas  he  went  to  .\ustin  by  rail  and 
there  bought  a horse  and  began  his  search  for 
a location.  He  siop|ieil  in  'Farrant  county  and 
again  became  a tenant  on  some  other  man's 
farm.  In  1884  he  came  into  Clay  county  and 
entered  an  eighty  acre  tract  near  l.luffalo 
Springs — scrap  land  belonging  to  the  state — and 
tip'in  tlii-s  he  began  the  erection  of  the  super- 
-tructure  of  his  morlcst  fortune.  It  was  the 
■'lock  business  that  led  him  into  the  channel  of 
■-ucci  s.s  and  a.s  his  firofit.s  came  he  invested  in 
lands  from  lime  to  time,  his  first  purchase  being 
'ine  of  three  hninlred  and  twenty  acres  on  I’uf- 
falo  creek.  >ix  luindR'd  and  fortv  acres  of  the 


Harris  and  O'Connor  tract,  three  hundred  and 
twenty  acres  of  the  James  Harris  tract,  four 
huiulred  and  ninety  acres  of  the  William  Shields 
tract  and  another  three  hundred  and  twenty 
acre  piece  of  the  James  Harris  land,  making,  in 
all,  two  thousand  one  hundred  and  seventy 
acres,  six  hundred  and  fifty  of  which  is  devoted 
to  the  products  of  tlie  farm. 

I^Ir.  Nuckolls  made  the  acquaintance  of  hard 
work  early  in  life  and  it  has  remained  his  fast 
and  sincere  friend  through  life.  Its  cfifccts  have 
told  upon  liis  constitution  and  the  tread  of  fifty- 
one  year.->  ha.s  left  traces  of  premature  age  and 
the  tinge  of  gray  and  the  furrowed  brow  tell  the 
c.xtcnt  to  which  hi.s  vital  energies  have  been 
taxed.  In  1900  he  tc»k  up  his  re.sidence  in  Dal- 
lam county,  wlicrc  lie  entered  four  sections  of 
land  and  made  his  home  in  the  far  northwest 
until  he  jiroved  up  on  his  claim,  returning  to 
Clay  county  with  his  family  at  the  close  of  1904. 

June  23,  1 895,  William  S.  Nuckolls  and  Geor- 
gie  Fair  were  married  in  licllcvue,  Texas.  Mrs. 
Nuckolls  is  a daughter  of  Michael  and  Louisa 
( Rohrer)  Fair,  from  Cumberland  county.  New 
Jersey’.  Her  parents  reside  in  M'ashita  county, 
Oklahoma,  and  have  children : Alice  E.,  wife  of 
Richard  Johnson;  Ellen  *K.,  wife  of  Charles 
W'alker;  Harvey;  Lydia  B.,  who  married  John 
Bridges;  Airs.  Nuckolls,  born  in  New’  Jersey, 
July  4.  1871  ; Irene,  wife  of  Frank  Johnson;  and 
Josephine,  married  Lee  Bnr.son.  The  children 
are  nearly  all  locatetl  near  their  parents  and  are 
engaged  in  farming  or  are  living  on  the  farm. 

Air.  and  Airs.  Nuckolls'  children  are:  AVillie 
C,,  born  January  31,  18(47;  AVinnifred,  bom  Sep- 
tember 22.  1898.  and  Lawrence,  born  October 
2,  1901. 

The  Nuckolls  allied  themselves  with  Democ- 
racy in  pc'litics  and  the  grandfather  and  the 
father  of  onr  subject  were  more  or  less  in  the 
service  in  their  native  heath.  W'illiam  Nuck- 
olls, our  subject’s  grandsire.  was  a E’nion  man 
during  the  Rebellion,  but  his  son,  William  G,, 
served  in  the  armies  of  the  .south.  The  latter 
was  a deputy  sheriff  at  Bolivar,  Tennessee,  but 
his  stjii,  of  this  review,  has  not  made  politics  his 
business  or  even  a pastime.  The  family  are 
Christians  of  the  'P>a])ti.st  faith  and  Air.  Nuck- 
olls is  a firm  believer  in  the  teachings  and  good 
works  of  the  Alastcr, 

WH.EIAAl  L.  C.ASON.  a hardware  mer- 
chant and  representative  business  man  of  Has- 
kell. Texas,  dates  his  birth  in  Polk  county, 
Georgia,  Iinie  24,  1856.  and  is  a son  of  Elihu 
ami  Elizabeth  (Rogers)  Gason.  His  mother, 
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a native  of  Georgia,  died  at  the  age  of  thirty- 
two  years,  when  lie  was  two  and  a half  years 
old.  She  had  three  children,  two  sons  and  a 
daughter,  all  living  at  this  wanting.  Mr.  Cason’s 
brother,  Mercer  Cason,  resides  in  Alabama  near 
the  Georgia  state  line,  and  his  sister,  Lizzie,  is 
the  wdfe  of  Jack  Wheeler  and  lives  in  Pike 
county,  Alabama.  The  Casons  are  of  English 
and  Scotch  descent.  Three  brothers  of  this 
name  came  from  England  to  America,  one  go- 
ing to  South  Carolina,  another  to  Missouri  and 
the  third  probably  to  Missouri,  though  his  Iqca- 
tion  is  not  known.  One  brother  died  in  Mis- 
souri and  some  of  his  descendants  came  from 
that  state  to  Texas  and  became  residents  here. 
The  South  Carolina  brother  was  named  Benja- 
min. He  was  the  grandfather  of  the  subject  of 
this  sketch.  After  some  years  spent  in  Sbuth 
Carolina  he  moved  to  Polk  county,  Georgia, 
where  he  passed  the  rest  of  his  life  and  died.  He 
was  twice  married.  By  his  first  wife  he  had  four 
sons  and  one  daughter,  one  son  dying  when 
young,  the  others  reaching  adult  years.  B}'  the 
second  marriage  there  were  a son  and  tw'O 
daughters,  of  whom  all  lived  to  be  grown.  Elihu 
Cason,  the  son  by  the  second  marriage,  was 
born  in  Polk  county,  Georgia,  in  1830.  He  be- 
came a merchant,  having  a dry  goods  and  gro- 
cery store  in  a little  town  calleil  Esam  Hill,  in 
Georgia,  about  a mile  from  the  .\labama  state 
line.  MTien  the  Civil  war  came  on  he  entered 
the  Confederate  service  as  a cavalryman  and 
served  in  the  ranks  four  years,  -participating  in 
much  hard  fighting,  but  escaping  without 
wounds.  As  a result  of  the  war  rno.st  of  his 
property  w'as  destroyed.  When  he  left  home  he 
had  a hundred  bales  of  cotton  stored  and  on  his 
return  he  found  the  cotton  and  many  other 
things  stolen.  Then  he  moved  down  to  Griffin, 
Georgia,  where  he  was  engaged  in  the  grocery 
business  five  years,  and  the  next  two  years  li“ 
was  on  a farm  near  Rome,  Georgia.  He  came 
to  Texas  in  1872,  settling  on  a farm  in  Collin 
county,  where  he  remained  until  two  years  be- 
fore his  death,  when  he  came  to  Dallas.  He 
died  in  Ltallas  April  10,  1895.  He  was  first  mar- 
ried in  Polk  county,  Georgia,  to  Elizabeth  Rog- 
ers, and  some  time  after  her  de£ith  he  wedded 
in  Cedartown,  that  county,  Miss  Olivia  Weath- 
erly, who  was  of  German  birth,  and  who  bore 
him  ten  children,  six  .sons  and  four  daughters, 
of  which  number  all  except  two  grew  to  ma- 
turity. 

William  Lon  Cason,  after  the  removal  of  the 
family  to  Texas,  worked  on  his  father’s  farm 


until  he  attained  his  majority.  Then  he  hired 
out  as  a farm  hand,  at  the  rate  of  twenty  dollars 
{)er  month,  and  worked  for  one  man  two  years. 
The  next  two  years  he  cultivated  land  on  the 
shares,  afterward  renting  a place.  lie  was  mar- 
ried November  17.  1882,  in  Collin  county, 
Te.xas,  to  Miss  Lantic  Parker,  After  living  on 
the  rented  land  two  years  he  bought  a farm,  two 
miles  north  of  Farmersville,  uhich  he  .sold  at 
the  end  of  three  years  and  bought  a hotel  in 
Farmersville.  He  sedd  the  hotel  after  conduct- 
ing it  two  years,  but  continued  to  live  in  I'arm- 
ersville  two  years  longer,  owning  and  renting 
property  there,  and  being  engaged  in  the  gro- 
ccr\'  business  in  partnership  with  W.  D.  Chap- 
man. He  came  to  Haskell  county  in  i8&y 
Here  he  bought  a half  section  of  land,  located 
seven  miles  northwest  of  Haskell,  three  hun- 
dred acres  of  which  he  placed  under  cultivation, 
anti  for  seven  }'ear,s  made  his  home  on  this  farm. 
From  farming  he  drifted  into  the  cattle  business, 
dealing  in  cattle  three  years.  Fie  sold  his  farm 
and  cattle  about  the  same  time,  and  in  January, 
1901,  engaged  in  the  hardware  and  implement 
business  in  Haskell,  in  partnership  with  B.  F. 
McCullum,  under  the  firm  name  of  McCiillnm 
& Cason.  In  January,  1904,  Mr.  IMcCullum  sold 
his  interest  to  his  brother,  Levi  McCullum,  the 
firm  style  remaining  the  same.  In  the  spring 
of  1905  Mr.  Levi  j\IcCiillum  sold  to  Messrs.  B, 
Cox,  Thomas  Russell  and  J.  F.  Jones  and  the 
firm  name  was  changed  to  its  present  form, 
Cason,  Cox  & Company.  An  energetic  man, 
with  sound  business  methods  and  goo<l  judg- 
ment, Mr.  Cason  has  made  a success  of  what- 
ever he  has  undertaken,  and  he  is  recognized  as 
one  of  the  leading  men  of  his  town.  For  twen 
ty-five  years  Mr.  Cason  has  been  a member  of 
the  Baptist  church. 

CAPTAIN  W.  W.  FIELDS.  Mnc  of  the 
prominent  citizens  of  Haskell  county,  Texas, 
and  one  who  has  been  closely  identified  with  its 
develojnnent  most  of  the  time  since  the  county 
was  organized,  i.s  Captain  W.  W.  Fields.  His 
father,  Tosejdi  Upton  Fields,  wa,-,  horn  in  i8t8, 
in  South  Carolina,  and  when  two  ) ears  old  was 
taken  by  his  parents  to  Montgomery  county. 
Alabama,  where  his  hoyliuod  days  were  iiassed. 
.A  youth  of  seventeen  or  eighteen  years,  we  find 
him  at  Shreveport,  I.ouisiana.  wliere  he  re- 
mained a short  time,  coming  thence  to  Clarks- 
ville, Red  River  county,  Texas.  Tliis  was  in 
1837.  He  lived  in  Red  River  county  two  years. 
,\t  about  the  age  of  twenty-one  he  married  Mrs. 
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Manila  Harri.';,  daughter  of  'Squire  Noah  Lil- 
ley,  a pioneer  of  that  section.  The  early  settlers 
during  those  dat  s had  much  trouble  with  the 
Indians,  and  Josejih  U.  Fields  spent  a great  deal 
of  hi.s  time  as  a ranger  guarding  the  lives ‘and 
property  of  the  pioneers.  On  account  of  these 
freipient  troubles  with  the  red  men  he  moved 
his  family  further  east,  seeking  a safer  place  of 
residence,  and  settled  in  Harrison  county,  that 
being  before  the  city  of  Marshall  had  an  exist- 
ence. Harrison  county  was  the  se.at  of  trouble 
later  on  between  the  Regulators  and  Modera- 
tors, and  Mr.  Fields,  being  a magistrate  of  the 
county  and  a member  of  the  law  and  order 
party,  was  largely  instrumental  in  breaking  up 
the  disturbances.  He  had  a brother-in-law, 
John  J.  Kennedy,  who  was  sheriff  of  the  coimty 
and  tlicy  wmrkcd  conjointly  in  making  peace 
between  the  two  opposing  factions.  The  first 
court  in  the  county,  held  under  a big  oak  tree, 
was  presided  over  by  ZMagistrate  Fields.  Two 
or  three  men  were  killed  while  it  was  in  prog- 
ress. The  Iullc}  s also  were  of  the  peace  party 
and  some  of  them  were  officers  of  the  law'. 
During  the  last  two  years  of  the  Civil  w'ar  Mr. 
Fields  was  an  officer  in  the  Confederate  service. 
He  moved  from  Harrison  to  Kaufman  county 
in  1870,  and  in  the  latter  place  made  his  home 
until  i8<)o,  when  he  came  to  Haskell  county. 
Here  his  <ieath  occurred  in  1894.  His  widow 
is  still  living  and  makes  her  home  wdth  her  chil- 
dren. In  their  family  were  six  children,  three 
sons  and  three  daughters  who  grew  to  maturity. 
Two  of  the  sons.  Captain  W.  W.  Fields  and  R. 
B.  Fields,  live  in  Haskell  and  two  daughters, 
Mrs.  A.  C.  Peden  and  Mrs.  J.  P.  Harrison,  are 
residents  of  Sherman,  Texas.  In  many  respects 
Joseph  U.  Fiekls  w'as  an  exemplar)’  man.  He 
was  never  known  to  utter  an  oath  or  take  a 
drink  of  whiskc)-,  and  from  the  early  ’50s  he 
was  a consistent  member  of  the  Christian 
church. 

W.  W.  Fields  was  born  in  Marshall,  Harrison 
county,  Republic  of  Texas,  March  6,  j84,'5.  He 
spent  his  boyhood  w'orking  on  his  father’s  farm 
and  at  intervals  attending  the  public  schools 
near  his  home.  At  the  time  the  Civil  war  came 
on  he  was  still  in  his  teens.  In  resj)on.se  to  a 
call  for  protection  against  the  Indian  depreda- 
tions that  were  going  on  m northw'cst  Texas,  he 
joined  an  indcpemlent  company,  in  which  each 
member  furnished  his  own  horse  and  outfit,  and 
w'cnt  to  the  Red  River  district,  where  he  re- 
mained five  months.  At  the  end  of  this  time 
he  offered  his  services  to  the  Confederate  cause. 


enlisting  as  a private  in  Company  H,  Seventh 
Texas  Infantry,  and  went  to  the  front.  While 
in  camp  at  Enterprise,  Mississippi,  in  1863,  he 
was  elected  second  lieutenant  of  his  company. 
Subsequently  his  senior  officers  having  been 
killed  or  wounded,  and  Captain  Craig  killed,  and 
first  and  second  lieutenant  and  second  brevet 
wounded,  the  command  of  the  company  fell  to 
him  and  he  was  serving  as  captain  at  the  time 
the  war  closed.  O'n  account  of  an  accidental 
wound  he  was  unable  for  service  for  some 
months  and  was  out  on  furlough,  rejoining  his 
regiment  and  remaining  with  it  long  before  he 
was  able  for  active  service.  Among  the  engage- 
ments in  which  he  participated  w'cre  those  of 
Fort  Donelson,  Fort  Hudson,  Raymond  and 
Jackson,  Mississippi,  the  skirmishes  around  Mis- 
sionary Ridge  and  the  army’s  retreat  to  Dalton, 
Georgia,  near  which  place  he  had  a lively  fight 
with  the  enemy. 

After  the  close  of  the  w'ar  Captain  Fields  re- 
turned to  Marshall,  arriving  June  5,  1865,  and 
soon  after  began  teaching  school,  which  he  con- 
tinued four  Or  five  years.  Meantinte  he  became 
interested  in  farming,  which  he  carried  on  suc- 
cessfully. In  1870  he  moved  to  Kaufman 
county.  There  he  engaged  in  stock  farming  on 
a large  scale.  On  hi.s  place  he  also  operated  a 
cotton  gin  and  gristmill  and  ran  a drug  store. 
He  was  neafi  the  border  line  between  Kaufman 
and  YanZandt  counties.  This  line  was  twice 
changed,  and  so  it  happened  that  the  first  eight 
or  ten  years  he  lived  there  he  w’as  in  Kaufman 
county  and  afterward  in  Van  Zandt  county. 
While  he  prospered  financially  in  that  locality, 
he  w'anted  a higher  and  a dryer  atmosphere,  and 
in  i8yo  he  moved  to  Haskell  county,  where  he 
has  resided  the  past  fifteen  years.  Here  for 
fourteen  years  he  and  his  brother  R.  B.  have 
conducted  a family  grocery  and  feed  business, 
and  he  is  still  interested  in  stock  raising  and 
farming.  He  and  his  son  have  a thousand  acres 
of  land  in  Haskell  county. 

WTiile  a school  teacher  at  Marshall,  Captain 
Fields  married,  June  19,  1866,  Miss  Olive  A. 
Tayler,  daughter  of  Colonel  James  F.  Tayler,  a 
pioneer  of  that  section  of  Texas.  They  have 
six  children,  five  sons  and  one  daughter, 
namelv:  James  U.,  William  R.,  Ernest  L.,  Hol- 
lis E.,  Annis  O.  and  Louis  W.  Also  they  had 
two  sons  and  three  daughters  that  died  when 
young.  Captain  Fields  w'as  made  a Mason  in 
the  ’70s  and  has  filled  all  the  chairs  in  the  sub- 
ordinate lodge.  Since  1874  he  has  been  a wor- 
thv  member  of  the  Christian  church. 


JAMES  B.  BADC£:R 
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JAMES  B.  BADGER,  of  the  Payne-Badger 
Fuel  Company,  of  El  Paso,  was  born  in  1856, 
in  Harris  county,  Texas,  in  the  old  historic 
town  of  San  Jacinto,  where  the  famous  battle 
of  the  Texas  Revolution  was  fought.  His 
parents  were  J.  B.  and  Fannie  (Jemison) 
Badger.  The  father,  a native  of  Ohio,  came  to 
Texas  about  1836  or  1837,  as  one  of  its  pioneer 
settlers,  but  later  returned  to  the  Buckeye 
state  and  when  he  again  came  to  Texas  took 
up  his  abode  at  San  Jacinto.  He  was  a ship 
carpenter  by  trade  and  actively  engaged  in. 
steamboat  building,  which  was  an  important 
industry^  on  the  lower  Trinity  river  in  early 
days.  He  departed  this  life  several  years  ago, 
but  his  wife  is  still  living  at  Houston  and  is 
one  of  the  few  and  well  known  survivors  of 
the  Texas  republic.  She  is  a native  of  thfs 
state,  having  been  born  within  its  borders 
prior  to  the  time  when  its  independence  from 
Mexico  was  achieved,  an  event  which  took 
place  in  1836.  She  has  therefore  lived  under 
the  flag  of  Mexico,  of  the  Te.xas  republic,  the 
United  States,  of  the  Confederacy  and  again 
under  the  stars  and  stripes.  In  her  early  child- 
hood her  parents  were  both  massacred  bj^  the 
Indians  and  she  was  reared  for  the  most  part 
in  the  family  of  the  noted  Gale  Borden,  the 
inventor  of  condensed  milk,  whose  fame  has 
spread  abroad  throughout  the  world.  He  lived 
in  Galveston  in  those  earlj^  years  and  after- 
ward removing  to  New  York  there  promoted 
his  condensed  milk  industry’  and  became  a 
very  wealthy  man. 

James  B.  Badger  spent  the  first  thirteen 
years  of  his  life  at  San  Jacinto  and  then  resided 
for  seventeen  years  in  Galveston.  He  located 
in  El  Paso  in  1886,  when  it  was  still  a pioneer 
city  of  western  Texas  and  has  lived  here  con- 
tinuously since.  On  taking  up  his  abode  in 
El  Paso  he  embarked  in  the  grocery  business 
at  the  corner  of  San  Antonio  and  Stanton 
streets,  where  he  was  located  for  seven  years, 
when  he  sold  out  to  John  B.  Watson.  In  1897 
he  engaged  in  his  present  bu.siness  in  partner- 
ship with  W.  F.  Payne  and  W.  S.  McCutcheon 
under  the  firm  of  the  Payne-Badger  Company’, 
dealers  in  coal,  wood  and  building  materials 
with  yards  and  offices  at  the  corner  of  West 
Second  and  Chihuahua  streets,  but  recently’ 
Mr.  Badger  has  purchased  his  partner’s  inter- 
est, and  the  business  is  conducted  under  the 
name  of  the  Badger  Fuel  Company.  Extend- 
ing his  efforts  into  other  lines,  he  is  now  the 
president  of  the  Southern  Independent  Tele- 
phone Company  which  has  inaugurated  an  ex- 


cellent system  of  automatic  telephones  in  El 
Paso.  Not  alone  in  business  life  is  Mr.  Bad- 
ger’s connection  with  the  interests  of  El  Paso 
notable,  for  he  has  been  connected  with  many’ 
important  measures  for  the  general  good.  He 
has  been  a member  of  the  city’  council  of  El 
Paso  for  a longer  period  than  any  other  alder- 
man, having  first  been  elected  from  the  third 
ward  in  1889,  wdiilc  since  that  time  he  has  rep- 
resented the  second  and  first  wards  in  the  city’ 
council,  being  now’  a member  from  the  first 
ward,  while  his  connection  with  the  council 
covers  altogether  a little  more  than  fourteen 
years.  He  has  acted  on  some  of  the  most  im- 
portant committees  and  has  taken  an  active 
part  in  the  legislation,  furthering  El  Pa.so’s 
prosperity,  promoting  its  public  utilities  and 
advancing  its  substantial  grow’th  and  progress, 
lie  is  indeed  one  of  the  public-spirited  citizens 
of  the  town  and  the  efficiency  and  value  of  his 
efforts  are  acknowled.ged  by  all. 

THOMAS  EDWARD  COPP.AGE,  civil 
engineer  now’  in  the  employ  of  the  W’ichita  Val- 
ley Railroad  Company  in  the  construction  of  its 
line  betw’een  Wichita  Falls  and  .Stamford, 
Texas,  w'as  born  in  Falmouth,  Kentucky,  April 
3,  1862,  a son  of  William  F.  and  Catherine 
(Keith)  Coppage.  The  father  was  a farmer  of 
Kentucky  and  in  1870  came  to  Te.xas,  settling 
in  Tarrant  county  about  seven  miles  north  of 
Fort  W^orth,  where  he  lived  for  several  years. 
He  afterward  took  up  his  abode  in  the  city’  of 
Fort  Worth,  w’here  he  has  since  follow’cd  con- 
tracting and  building.  The  mother,  Iiowever, 
died  in  that  city  in  1902. 

Thomas  E.  Coppage  spent  his  boyhood  day's 
on  the  home  farm  in  his  native  state  and  though 
his  time  was  largely  given  to  the  work  of  field 
and  meadow  it  was  not  the  occupation  to  which 
he  wished  to  devote  his  life.  He  early  became 
interested  in  civil  engineering  and  eagerly  em- 
braced every  opportunity  to  broaden  his  knowl- 
edge concerning  the  subject.  Through  his  ow’n 
efforts  and  study  he  mastered  the  profession, 
and  w’hen  a young  man- — hardly  more  than  a 
boy’ — on  coming  from  Kentucky  to  Te.xas  he 
obtained  employ'ment  on  the  survey  and  build- 
ing of  the  Santa  Fe  Railroad  betw’een  Percilla 
and  Galveston.  There  his  capability’  and  fidelity’ 
won  ready  recognition  and  before  the  road  was 
completed  he  had  charge  of  the  sun'eyfing.  Sub- 
sequently he  W'as  with  the  D.  B.  and  N.  O.  Rail- 
road and  afterward  became  assistant  city  engi- 
neer of  Fort  Worth,  which  position  he  filled  for 
five  years.  On  the  expiration  of  that  period  he 
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was  elected  cits  engineer  for  the  succeeding 
tenii  of  ii\  e \ear,-,  and  upon  his  retirement  from 
the  office  he  hecame  enidneer  for  the  Cotton 
Blit  Railroad,  for  inanv  years  operatinp;'  in 
Texa.',  IMissouri  and  .Arkansas.  Durin-r.thc 
)car  K)05  and  u[)  to  the  jmesent  writing  lie  has 
been  with  the  \\'ichita  Valley  Railroad  Com- 
pany on  the  construction  of  its  line  between 
Wichita  Falls  and  Stamford,  Texas.  All  of  Mr. 
Copjiage's  knowledge  concerning'  civil  engineer- 
ing has  been  gained  through  his  own  unaided 
efion.s.  He  never  attended  any  school  of  engi- 
neering, but  toda\  enjot  s a reputation  for  pro- 
ficiency in  all  branches  of  the  science  and  espe- 
cially in  the  locating  and  building  of  railroads, 
where  his  capability  is  of  superior  order,  making 
his  services  in  constant  demand. 

On  the  2ist  of  August.  iHS6,  Mr.  Coppage 
was  married  to  Miss  Leila  Perry,  a native  of 
Georgia  and  a daughter  of  Aladison  and  Mary 
tF.right)  Perry.  Her  father  was  a jirominent 
planter  and  slave  owner  before  the  war.  Her 
people  came  to  Texas  in  1870,  settling  on  a farm 
eight  miles  south  of  Fort  ^V'orth,  where  they 
lived  for  a few  \-ears  and  then  took  up  their 
abode  in  the  city,  where  her  father  and  mother 
spent  their  remaining  days.  Both  i\Ir.  and  Airs, 
Coppage  came  from  old  southern  families  re- 
spected and  honored  by  earlv  residents  of  Texas 
and  especially  in  Fort  Worth  and  vicinity,  where 
they  were  widely  known.  Air.  and  Airs.  Cop- 
page have  two  interesting  daughters,  Nina  and 
Fh>rencc.  who  arc  with  them  in  their  Fort 
Worth  home.  The  Coppage  household  is  justly 
noted  for  true  southern  hoS()itality  and  they 
have  a very  e.xtcnsive  circle  of  friends  in  Fort 
Worth,  Airs.  Coppage  belongs  to  Elelanar 
Temple,  No.  3b,  of  the  Rathlxine  Sisters,  of 
which  she  is  past  most  e.xcellent  chief,  and  Air. 
Coppage  belongs  to  the  Fraterntil  Alystic  Circle. 
He  has  won  creditable  success  in  his  business 
career  and  he  takes  great  interest  in  all  matters 
which  are  iu.sth  a source  of  civic  pride. 

J(tll.\  A.  BCRRl'S.  .Among  the  stockmen 
and  t.'inners  whose  efforts  have  placed  him  in 
the  categon  of  successful  men  of  Clay  couiity 
anil  whose  oi>cniti(‘Us  have  given  him  a wide 
ac(|uamtance  over  northern  Te.xas.  is  John  .A. 
BiUTii.s,  of  llurnville,  tlie  worthy  subject  of  this 
•review.  Fxcept  his  hirtli,  til!  Ite  is  and  all  he 
It.a-  cutiies  to  him  as  a rew  ard  from  Texas  and 
to  no  other  state  or  clime  could  he  attribute  the 
ekrtients  in  Ids  makeu))  which  have  been  re- 
S])onv;ble  f'T  liis  materia]  aehievernents. 

Henrv  county,  Alissouri,  was  the  birthi>lace  of 


John  A.  Burrus  and  the  date  was  February  24, 
1854.  His  father,  AATlliain  O.  Burrus,  was  an 
extensive  farmer  of  that  count}-  until  the  out- 
break of  the  war,  when,  in  symp.athy  with  the 
Confederate  cause,  he  came  to  Texas  and  joined 
the  southern  army.  At  the  close  of  the  war  he 
sold  his  Alissouri  farm  and  in  1866  brought  his 
family  among  his  new-  friends  in  the  south  and 
settled  in  Cooke  county,  Te.xas.  There  he  re- 
sumed his  old  mode  of  civil  life  with  as  much 
success  as  he  had  had  in  his  old  home  before  the 
w ar.  He  died  near  Gainesville  in  1879,  at  si.xty 
years  of  age,  sun  iving  Sarah  Harvey,  his  first 
wife,  many  years. 

William  O.  Burrus  was  of  Tennessee  origin. 
In  his  father’s  family  was  a brother,  James  Bur- 
rus, who  served  in  the  Confederate  army,  dying 
later  at  Springfield,  Missouri,  leaving  a family 
of  two  sons  and  five  daughters.  Sarah  Burrus 
passed  away  in  Alissouri  just  as  the  war  closed, 
leaving  a family  of  eleven  children,  and  in  time 
Mr.  Burrus  married  Rebecca  Wood  for  his  sec- 
ond wife.  Four  children  resulted  from  this 
union.  Of  the  first  family  are  Alartiii  I.,  Jaine.s 
Riley,  William  A’’.,  Nancy  S.,  Elizabeth,  John 
A.,  Reuben  A\’.,  George  W.,  Lovina,  Jeff  Davis 
and  Sarah  O.  In  the  second  family  were  Re- 
becca E.,  Belle,  Delphia  and  I-ovina  N. 

Our  subject’s  educational  advantages  were 
not  good  and  he  was  forced  to  begin  life  poorly 
equipped  along  this  line.  Subscription  schools 
were  yet  in  vogue  in  his  boyhood  ami  not  more 
than  three  months  of  each  winter  did  he  get  to 
attend  school.  At  about  eighteen  i-ears  of  age 
he  ceased  to  be  numbered  among  the  pupils  of 
his  district  and  soon  thereafter  commenced  Ute 
real  side  of  life.  He  went  to  work  for  Putnam 
and  C'loiul  at  Sugden,  ranchmen,  at  wages  of 
twenty  dollars  and  twentv- five  a month  and 
finally  four  hundred  dollars  a year.  He  was 
with  that  firm  four  years  and  saved  seven  hun- 
dred dollars  out  of  his  wages,  and  on  leaving 
them  bought  an  interest  in  three  hundred  and 
>ixtv  head  of  cattle  with  John  Dobkins  and 
ranched  them  near  I'erral,  Indian  Territory,  two 
years,  and  two  years  on  the  old  A'aden  ranch, 
at  which  time  the  ’ounch  brought  fifteen  thou- 
sand dollars.  The  ne.xt  year  Air,  Burrus  stocked 
up  with  three  hundred  and  twenty  head  and  took 
a fourth  interest  in  seven  thousand  five  hundred 
acres  of  land  near  Iowa  Park,  and  after  holding 
the  cattle  there  three  years  sold  out  his  entire 
intere,st  at  a great  sacrifice,  the  wire-cutting 
e])()ch  having  then  begun.  .After  dissolving 
with  Dobkins  all  he  had  left  was  one  hundred 
and  fiftv  cattle,  and  fourteen  horses,  and  these 
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he  held  on  Red  river  four  years.  About  1891 
he  bought  a quarter  section  of  land  and  began 
raising  feed.  .Vs  his  herd  has  increased  he  has 
extended  his  dominions  until  he  now  owns 
above  eighteen  hundred  acres,  under  fence,  widi 
four  hundred  acres  under  plow.  He  handles 
some  three  hundred  head  of  cattle  all  the  time, 
and  has  been  a shipper  several  years. 

In  -August,  1890,  Mr.  Burrus  married  in  Clay- 
county  Miss  Belle  Gibson,  a daughter  of  W.  P. 
Gibson,  originally  from  Kentucky,  thence  to 
Missouri,  and  finally  to  Texas.  Mr.  Gibson  was 
married  in  Cooper  county,  Missouri,  and  IMrs,> 
Burrus  is  the  first  of  his  children,  the  others 
being,  Nora,  Dow,  David,  Mattie,  Ella,  Bulah, 
and  Ethel.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Burrus’  children  are : 
Ivy,  who  died  m infancy;  Austin  Dale;  Lorna; 
Charlotte,  who  died  in  1902;  Fay;  and  .-Vlice. 

The  foregoing  review  has  barely  touched  upon 
a few  points  in  the  life  of  Mr.  Burrus.  It  is  in- 
tended to  mention  those  events  which,  in  a gen- 
eral way,  unfold  and  present  to  }>osterity  an 
outline  of  his  career,  leaving  the  details  relating 
to  the  minutiae  of  life  to  the  field  of  unwritten 
history  and  eventually  to  become  tradition  it- 
self. 

ROBERT  OLIVER  WEST.  Among  the 
leading  fruit  growers  of  Montague  county,  and 
one  whose  orchard  lies  again.st  the  town.site  of 
the  prominent  shipping  point  of  Fruitland  and 
jKtssesses  the  largest  bearing  area  of  the  fruit 
district,  is  Rolrert  C).  West,  whose  iiaine  is  men- 
tioned as  the  subject  of  this  sketch.  He  has 
not  been  a resident  of  the  county'  since  pioneer 
days,  but  came  to  it  only  in  i8(yg,  at  which  time 
he  purchased  the  small  farm  of  thirty-one  acres, 
nearly  twenty  of  which  is  devoted  to  the  profit- 
able and  interesting  vocation  of  fruit  culture. 

Mr.  West  came  to  Texas  in  1888  from  Cald- 
well county.  North  Carolina,  and  for  five  years 
he  was  stationed  on  a farm  in  Tarrant  county. 
In  1893  he  located  on  a farm  in  the  southwest 
corner  of  Clay  county  and  was  identified  with 
agriculture  in  that  county  until  his  entry  to 
Montague.  He  was  born  in  the  Georgia  county- 
above  named  April  22,  1846,  and  passed  the 
y-ears  of  his  minority-  tliere  on  a farm 
His  father  was  Hiram  West,  a blacksmith, 
who  settled  on  Little  river,  east  of  Lenore, 
in  that  county,  when  a young  man.  He  was 
born  in  the  county  in  1812.  and  passed 
all  except  the  la.st  three  y-ears  of  his  life  there, 
dying  in  Wautaga  county  in  1892.  Alexander 
West,  grandfather  of  our  subject,  settled  in  that 
same  Caldwell  county  neighborhood  in  his  early- 


life,  and  died  there  about  1862  at  the  age  of 
about  eighty  years.  His  wife  was  Patience 
Allen,  and  their  children  were : Ananias,  who 

moved  out  to  Missouri  and  died;  Isaac,  who 
died  in  Caldwell  county,  N.  C. ; Elizabeth,  w-ife 
of  Clisby-  Cobb,  resides  in  .North  Carolina;  Har- 
vey, a Baptist  minister  who  dropped  dead  in  his 
pulpit  in  North  Carolina;  and  Hiram,  our  sub- 
ject’s father. 

Hiram  West  married  Juliana  Haas,  a daugh- 
ter of  .Vbraham  Haas,  who  died  in  Wautaga 
county.  North  Carolina.  The  issue  of  their  union 
were:  Robert  O.;  Caroline,  who  died  in  North 
Carolina,  single;  Malinda,  of  Lincoln  county. 
North  Carolina,  widow  of  Thomas  Williams; 
Louisa,  of  Wautaga  county,  wife  of  John  Wil- 
liams ; .Abigail,  died  unmarried  ; ^Vnanias,  died 
without  marriage;  William,  of  Lincoln  county. 
North  Carolina,  and  Harriet,  wife  of  John  Oxen- 
tine,  of  Wautaga  county,  North  Carolina. 

Robert  O.  West  came  to  his  majority  in  the 
country  where  he  was  born  and  obtained  little 
knowledge  from  the  prevailing  schools.  In  1864, 
he  enlisted  in  Company  G.  Third  North  Carolina 
Infantry,  Captain  Bristow  and  Colonel  Hindacc. 
His  regiment  joined  General  Johnston’s  army- 
near  Wilmington.  North  Carolina,  and  fought 
at  Kenston  and  Bentonville.  He  was  surren- 
dered at  Bush  Hill  and  got  back  home  in  May 
of  1865.  As  soon  as  he  was  sufificiently  recuper- 
ated to  do  so  he  took  uj>  farming  and  followed 
it  with  some  degree  of  profit  while  he  remained 
in  the  state. 

In  December.  1866.  Mr,  West  married  his 
first  -wife.  She  was  Vli.ss  Mary-  C.  Beach,  a 
daughter  of  Rufus  Beach.  Ilis  wife  died  in 
1880,  leaving  children  as  follows:  George, 

.Avery,  Lola,  Mattie,  and  W'alter.  Mr.  West 
married  Mrs.  Louisa  Story,  a daughter  of  Robert 
Green.  She  died  in  Tarrant  county,  Tc.xas,  and 
Mr.  West  married  his  third  and  last  wife  in  the 
same  county.  His  present  wife  w-as  Mrs.  Ida 
Adams,  a native  of  the  state  of  Georgia.  By 
this  marriage  Mr.  West  is  the  father  of  Cecil, 
Grace  and  Murrell. 

Mr.  West  holds  a membership  in  the  Vfission- 
ary  Baptist  church,  and  contents  himself  in  poli- 
tics in  voting  tlie  Democrat  ticket.  He  affiliates 
with  the  “boys  in  gray”  and  belongs  tc>  Bowie- 
Pelham  Camji,  U.  C.  V. 

THOVIAS  L.  BALL.  The  interests  of  prime 
importance  in  any  community  of  our  common 
country-  is  that  of  the  Cnited  States  mail.  With- 
out e.xception  every  citizen  is  a patron  of  it  and 
is  vitallv  intcrcstid  in  its  efficient  care  and  con- 
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duel  and,  tliorefore,  in  tlie  person  who  fills  the 
posirion  of  postmaster  in  the  community  Our 
inodf-rn  mail  facilities  and  our  modern  methods 
of  handlings  the  inaiLs  g'uarantec  safe  and  ex- 
peditious transit  and  delivery  of  matter  posted 
within  the  federal  jurisdiction  and  the  postmaster 
whose  care  and  watchfulness  adds  to  this  effi- 
ciency an<l  sen  C.S  his  patrons  with  the  least  pos- 
sible friction  is  the  right  man  in  the  right  place, 
and  the  office  at  Decatur  is  presided  over  by 
just  such  an  official  in  the  person  of  Thomas  L. 
Ball,  the  subject  of  this  review. 

I\Ir.  Ball  repre.sents  a family  of  pioneer  inter- 
est to  the  citizens  of  Wise  count}',  for  it  was 
founded  here  in  1854  by  Moses  Ball,  our  sub- 
ject's grandfather,  who  settled  a farm  just  north 
of  the  county  seat  and  there  [lassed  the  re- 
mainder of  his  long  and  active  life.  The  latter 
was  born  in  1813,  reached  Te.xas  with  an  ox 
team  and  a log  chain,  articles  of  prime  import- 
ance then,  and  did  a frontierman’s  share  of  the 
hunting  and  Indian  fighting  that  went  on  the 
first  twenty  years  of  his  residence  here.  He 
married  and  his  family  comprised ; Carlo  B., 
father  of  our  subject ; Annie,  wife  of  Zan  Rieger, 
of  Decatur:  Mrs.  Jane  Carroll,  who  died  in  Wise 
county;  Adalinc,  wife  of  Joseph  Marlctte,  of 
Montague  county ; F.mma,  wife  of  W^illiam 
Dixon  of  Dimmit  county;  Eliza,  who  married 
Fred  Cdson;  and  Julia,  wife  of  Ed  Ray,  of 
Wise  countv;  ifloses,  of  Cfklahoma;  Txttitia, 
wife  of  Joseph  Brown,  of  Wise  county;  “Bud.’’ 
who  was  stolen  by  the  Indians  in  childhood  and 
held  in  ca|)tivity  two  years,  was  the  youngest, 
and  died  leaving  a family  in  Wise  county. 

Carlo  E.  Ball  was  born  in  1839,  in  Kentucky, 
in  the  mountain  country  of  that  turbid  state. 
He  was  twelve  vear.s  of  age  when  the  family 
caravan  pulled  across  the  frontier  touard  its 
place  of  di'stination  on  Sandy,  in  Wise  county, 
and  here  he  grew  up  without  educational  privi- 
leges, and  resitled  until  1904.  when  he  took  up 
his  alxxle  in  Canadian,  Texas,  where  he  now 
resides.  .,\s  a farmer  and  stock  man  he  was 
modestly  successful,  brrmght  up  his  family  to 
become  useful  and  honorable  citizens,  and  took 
a good  citizen's  j>art  in  the  civil  affairs  of  his 
count}.  He  wa.s  a Ranger  in  the  days  when  tliat 
sere  ice  was  necessary  as  a |irotection  against 
thieving  and  niurderuns  bands  of  red  men,  but 
eva(h  d milit.'irv  dnt}  in  the  Confederate  service 
during  the  Civil  war.  He  was  against  secession 
ami  in  favor  of  the  I'nion.  and  when  party  lines 
were  drawn  after  the  war  be  espoused  the  prin- 
ciples and  end.i-rsed  the  policies  of  the  Republi- 
can party.  He  married  Clarinda  Conley,  a 


daughter  of  Jack.son  Conley,  a settler  from  Illi- 
nois. Mrs.  Ball  was  bom  in  Illinois  in  1843, 
and  at  fourteen  years  of  age  accompanied  her 
parents  to  Wise  county,  Texas.  Her  father 
built  the  first  flouring  mill  in  the  county  and 
owned  and  operated  it  several  years.  Of  the 
issue  of  the  marriage  of  Carlo  B.  and  Clarinda 
Ball,  Alice  married  Ed  Outlcr  and  resides  in 
C^klahoma  City;  Jackson  is  a resident  of  Texmo, 
Oklahoma;  IMahala  and  Emma,  twins,  wives  of 
A.  B.  Full,  of  Wise  county,  and  W.  G.  Cook, 
of  Canadian,  Texas,  respectively;  Thomas  L., 
our  subject;  Nettie,  wife  of  Bernard  Day,  of 
Elk  City,  Oklahoma ; Clara,  who  married  Will 
Dyer,  of  Vernon,  Texas;  Delia,  now  Mrs.  Frank 
Smith,  of  Decatur;  and  Carlo  B.,  Jr,,  of  Cana- 
dian,,Tex. 

The  country  surrounding  his  birthplace  and 
the  rural  schools  and  those  of  the  city  of  De- 
catur were  the  scene  of  the  rearing  and  educat- 
ing of  Thomas  L.  Ball.  His  birth  occurred  Sep- 
tember 24,  1874,  and  he  finished  his  school  days 
with  two  years  in  the  Baptist  College  of  his 
town.  He  chose  the  teacherbs  route  as  a means 
of  getting  off  properly  in  life  and  was  engaged  in 
this  and  student  work  almost  to  the  time  of  his 
entering  the  government  service.  He  was  ap- 
pointed postmaster  in  March,  1902,  and  suc- 
ceeded H.  H.  Little  at  once  in  the  office. 

April  13,  1902,  Mr.  Ball  married  Mattie 
Standley,  a daughter  of  W.  G.  Standley,  fomierly 
from  Eiist  Texas,  near  Livingston.  Mrs.  Ball 
was  born  in  Texas,  and  she  and  Mr.  Ball  are 
the  parents  of  a daughter  and  a son,  Ruth  and 
Gene.  Mr.  Ball  is,  of  course,  a Republican,  and 
is  a Master  Mason. 

"WILLIAM  II.  LONG  is  a representative  of 
the  business  life  of  El  Paso,  being  secretary 
and  treasurer  of  the  El  Paso  Brewing  Associa- 
tion. A native  of  Pennsydvania,  born  in  Cham- 
hersbnrg,  he  is  a son  of  Jacob  Long,  who  died 
in  the  Keystone  state.  When  a youth  of  thir- 
teen years  William  II.  Long  came  west  with 
his  mother,  settling  first  at  lilount  Carroll, 
Illinois,  where  he  secured  employment  in  a 
bank.  His  fidelity  and  capability^  are  indicated 
by  the  fact  that  he  remained  in  that  institution 
for  fifteen  years,  receiving  several  promotions 
to  responsible  positions  in  the  First  National 
Bank  of  iMount  Carroll,  his  connection  there- 
with being  that  of  assistant  cashier  when  he 
left  that  institution.  In  1875  he  went  from 
iNlount  Carroll  to  Chicago  and  for  some  time 
was  engaged  in  the  produce  commission  busi- 
ness on  .South  Water  street.  He  next  accepted 
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the  position  of  manafter  of  a zinc  mining  com- 
pany at  Knoxville,  7'ennessee,  wliere  he 
mained  for  two  years,  when  he  went  to  San 
Francisco,  California,  to  join  his  family  who 
had  gone  from  Chicago  to  the  Pacific  coast. 
There  he  remained  in  bu.siness  until  i885, 
when  he  located  in  El  Paso,  which  has  since 
been  his  home.  He  has  always  been  exten- 
sively interested  in  real  estate  operations  here 
and  has  been  the  prennoter  of  various  business 
enterprises  of  the  city,  making  careful  and  ju- 
dicious investments  in  different  business  con^ 
cerns  that  have  resulted  profitably  to  the  stock- 
holders and  have  been  a factor  in  the  com- 
mercial and  indu-strial  development  of  El  Paso. 
He  is  to-day  one  of  the  large  taxpayers  here, 
owning  valuable  business  property.  For  about 
eleven  years  after  his  arrival  he  conducted  ati 
abstract  business  in  connection  with  his  other 
interests,  having  a largo  patronage  in  that  line. 
He  also  established  a wholesale  cigar  business, 
being  proprietor  of  the  El  Pa,so  Cigar  IManu- 
facturing  Company,  but  he  has  recently  dis- 
posed of  both  of  these  interests.  He  still  con- 
ducts, however,  the  storage  and  warehouse 
business  at  218-222  South  Kansas  street  and  is 
one  of  the  owmers  and  the  secretary  and  treas- 
urer of  the  Pll  Paso  Brewing  Association, 
which  is  capitalized  for  two  hundred  and 
twenty-five  thousand  dollars  and  which  owns 
a large,  modern  plant,  this  being  one  of  the 
leading  and  successful  industries  of  the  cit}-. 

Mr.  Long  was  married  to  Miss  Julia  A. 
Marslon,  a native  of  Maine,  and  a representa- 
tive of  a prominent  family  there.  Her  mother 
was  a .sister  of  the  Coburn  brothers,  who  at- 
tained wealth  in  the  lumber  business,  and  one 
of  the  brothers,  Abner  Coburn,  was  governor 
of  Maine  in  1863.  Mr.  Long  has  been  called 
upon  to  mourn  the  loss  of  his  wife,  who  died 
in  El  Paso,  leaving  a son,  Ralph  W.  Long,  and 
a daughter,  now  Mrs.  Nina  D.  Grayson.  Mr. 
Long  has  a beautiful  summer  home  at  Cloud- 
croft,  New  Mexico,  which  he  calls  Eagle  Eyrie. 
He  has  also  taken  an  active  interest  in  the 
welfare  of  the  city  and  in  local  government, 
standing  for  progress,  reform  and  improve- 
ment in  the  management  of  municipal  inter- 
ests. His  business  career  is  such  as  any  man 
might  be  proud  to  possess,  being  characterized 
by  consecutive  advancement  and  successful 
achievement.  His  fidelity  to  any  obligation 
which  he  incurs,  his  ready  understanding  of 
business  com.plications  and  his  utility  of  op- 
portunity have  been  the  salient  features  in  a 
business  career  which  is  as  admirable  as  it  is 
gratifying. 


THOAIAS  GRANVIL  LASITER.  The  busi- 
ne.ss  of  the  farm  has  known  Mr.  Lasiter  during 
the  twenty-one  years  of  his  independent  career 
and  ^Vise  county  witnessed  his  first  efforts  in 
the  full  flush  of  mants  estate.  He  came  hither 
in  the  year  1883  and,  liaving  limited  means,  pur- 
cha.sed  forty  acre.''  of  land,  the  nucleus  of  his 
pre.scnt  home,  atul  at  once  took  up  the  task  of 
grubbing  out  a farm. and  laying  tlie  foundation 
for  hi.s  future  comfortaltle  home.  Continuous 
and  unremitting  toil  have  surmounted  difficul- 
ties and  accomplished  for  him  the  chief  aim  in 
ever}^  rural  life,  the  acquirement  of  a retreat 
where  one  can  "recline  under  his  own  vine  and 
fig  tree.” 

Cannon  eotmty,  Tennessee,  was  the  native 
jdace  of  Thttma,-'  G.  Lasiter,  and  he  was  hewn. 
September  22,  1864.  His  father  William  Me. 
Lasiter,  died  a young  man  of  twenty-eight,  in, 
the  year  1866,  just  after  having  pa.ssed  through, 
the  Civil  vvv'ir  as  a Confederate  soldier.  I'he 
latter  was  also  a Tennes.seean,  and  a son  of 
Brinkley  Lasiter,  who  settled  in  Smith  county, 
Texas,  in  an  early  day,  and  died  there.  Grand- 
father Lasiter  was  of  Irish  origin.  His  wife 
died  while  the  family  yet  lived  in  Tennessee, 
and  their  five  children  were  : Angelina,  wife  of 
William  Good;  Susan,  who  married  Jacob  Good; 
M'illiam  Me.,  our  .--nbjccl's  fatlier;  Jobn,  of 
Smith  county,  Texas;  .and  jMaria,  who  married 
Dock  York,  and  resides  in  the  same  county. 

William  Itic.  Lasiter  married  Mary  E.  Wither- 
spov)ii,  who  was  horn  in  Tennessee,  in  1841,  and 
she  lived  a vvidiiw  while  her  children  were  grc)w- 
ing  up  and  then  married,  in  Wise  comitv,  Ste- 
phen Tunnell.  A daughter  and  a son,  by  her 
first  husband,  were  her  only  children  and  they 
were  Susie,  who  died  unmarried,  and  Thomas 
G..  of  this  review. 

Thomas  G.  Lasiter  was  eleven  years  of  age 
when  he  came  to  f'e.xas  and  the  first  .seven  years 
the  family  lived  in  Ellis  comity.  His  life  has 
cv’cr  been  rural  and  the  country  m:1kk4  con- 
tributed limilcilly  toward  his  educatiim.  He 
and  his  mother  remained  compaiiious  until  after 
hi.s  own  marriage,  and  the  f.-,Uiblishment  for 
them  of  a pennaiient  home.  .\s  his  circum- 
stances warranted  he  added  a forty  ;iercs  to  his 
first  purehar'C  of  kind  until  three  of  them  had 
found  their  wa\  into  the  square  fnrtiiing  the 
quarter  of  a seetiuii  he  now  owns,  ;uul  the  com- 
bined labors  of  the  faiiiih  have  been  attended 
with  pleasing  and  happy  results. 

Mr.  Lasiter  married  Rosa  Gore,  a daughter 
of  .\llen  Gore,  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  the 
Chico  ncigliborliood.  where  he  cleared  up  a 
splciulid  farm  and  still  resides.  Mr.s.  Lasiter  was 
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born  in  Moort*  coutuv,  Tennessee,  in  1872,  and 
is  the  mother  of  Maud,  Allen,  Ross,  Lela, 
Thomas  and  Earne.st.  While  Mr,  Lasiter  has 
busied  himself  with  the  raising  of  cotton  and 
the  cereals  and  .storing  u|i  slowlv  that  which 
will  cheer  and  comfort  his  hou.sehold  in  after 
life  he  has  permitted  nothing  to  deter  or  dis- 
suade him.  He  beeps  faitli  with  Democracy  at 
election  time,  has  taken  three  degrees  in  Ma- 
sonry and  Methodism  ])revails  in  his  household. 

JACK  F.  FLOVD,  one  of  the  hontred  early 
settlers  of  northw-estern  Texas,  was  horn  in 
Lincoln  county,  Tennessee,  in  1852,  being  a son 
of  T-  F.  and  A.  T.  (Cole)  F'loyd,  both  also  na- 
tives of  that  commonwealth.  In  1857  the  fam- 
ily came  to  Parker  count),  Texas,  where  they 
were  among  the  earh  i>ioneers,  their  arrival 
being  soon  after  the  organization  of  the  county, 
and  in  Parker  county  and  vicinity  they  con- 
tinued to  make  their  home  until  their  son  Jack 
became  established  in  business  on  the  plains, 
since  wdiich  time  they  have  made  their  home 
with  him.  The  mother  is  a daughter  of  J.  P. 
Cole,  a noted  old  timer  who  located  in  Dallas 
ctnuity  in  1842,  and  in  1854  removed  to  Parker 
county  and  built  the  third  house  that  was  erected 
west  of  Fort  Worth.  In  his  early  boyhood  days 
the  father  was  apprenticed  to  a tanner,  follow- 
ing that  occupation  to  a limited  extent  after 
coming  to  Texas,  but  soon  abandoned  it  to  em- 
bark in  the  cattle  business,  the  prevailing  indus- 
try here  at  that  tune.  He  was  a Confederate 
soldier  tliroiighoul  the  period  of  the  Civil  war. 
eidisting  in  Parker  county. 

Jack  P.  Floyd  in  his  earlv  youth  was  inured 
to  the  cattle  business,  and  m the  days  before 
ranches  were  organized  and  the  business  carried 
on  in  a systematic  manner  the  cattle  of  the  set- 
tlers were  allowed  to  drift  toward  the  plains,  and 
at  the  proper  season  the  boys  wumld  go  after 
them,  drive  them  in,  and  they  were  then  divided 
according  to  the  number  that  each  man  had 
put  into  the  herd,  there  being  then  no  brand- 
ing to  distinguish  the  ownership  or  a systematic 
.separation  at  the  roundup,  which  came  in  later 
days,  beginning  about  1878.  Mr.  Floyd  went 
• in  his  first  cattle  hunt  in  i8b8,  was  a member 
of  the  first  squad  of  men  that  went  west  of 
Comanche  Peak,  in  Hood  countv,  after  cattle, 
and  continued  in  this  occupation  for  his  father 
until  1871.  During  the  Civil  w'ar  he  was  left  at 
home  to  protect  the  family  during  his  father's 
absence,  for  at  that  period  and  some  years  sub- 
sequent  thereto  the  country  was  often  harassed 


by  Indian  raids,  Mr.  Floyd  being  occasionally 
required  to  chase  the  savages  on  this  account. 
In  1871  he  started  into  the  business  on  his  own 
account,  going  into  the  then  new  county  of 
Coleman,  and  in  fact  nearly'  his  entire  life  has 
been  spent  on  the  frontier.  Working  in  w’cstern 
Texas  toward  the  edge  of  the  plains  until  1882, 
he  in  that  year  came  out  upon  the  plains,  and 
has  ever  since  remained  in  this  country.  At 
that  time  Oldham  was  the  only  organized  county 
on  the  plains,  and  Tascosa,  the  county  scat,  was 
a typical  w’estern  town  of  w’ild  ways  and  lax 
morals.  Oti  his  arrival  in  this  country  Mr. 
Floyd  assisted  in  moving  cattle  from  near  Sey- 
mour in  Baylor  county,  working  for  the  Oux- 
sheer  and  Frying  i’an  ranches,  and  in  1884  re- 
members driving  cattle  for  water  to  the  lake 
where  Amarillo  now  stands.  .\t  that  time  there 
were  only  two  settled  habitations  on  the  plains, 
the  old  Frying  Pan  ranch  and  the  LX  ranch. 
For  six  years  he  continued  to  work  for  the  Cross 
L outfit  on  the  Cimarron,  and  was  with  that 
company's  cattle  on  the  Texas  plain.s  and  in 
New  Mexico  as  far  we.st  as  Clayton.  In  1890, 
the  town  of  Amarillo  having  started  with  seem- 
ingly  good  prospects  of  growth,  Mr.  Floyd  came 
to  the  embryo  city  and  establi.shed  a restaurant, 
which  subsequently  became  well  and  favorably 
known  all  over  northwestern  Te.xas  as  the  Met- 
ropolitan Restaurant,  it  being  conducted  by  him 
with  financial  success  for  eleven  years,  five 
months  and  seven  days,  when  it  was  sold.  Dur- 
ing all  this  long  period  the  restaurant  was  never 
closed  day  or  night  with  the  exception  of  one 
occasion,  on  account  oi  fire,  and  it  was  the  only 
one  to  survive  the  boom  times,  others  coming 
in  and  running  for  a short  time  and  then  aban- 
doned. 

Mr.  Floyd  is  now  the  owner  of  a valuable 
dairy  ranch  of  two  hundred  acres  lyin.g  just 
across  the  line  in  Randall  county,  and  has  also 
lea.sed  a section  of  land  in  Potter  county  adjoin- 
ing Amarillo,  on  which  he  has  a herd  of  cattle 
and  carries  on  farming  operations.  At  this  time, 
however,  he  is  preparing  to  dispose  of  his  cattle 
interests  and  embark  in  the  raising  of  swine. 
He  was  one  of  tlie  organizers  of  the  .Amarillo 
City  Council,  of  which  body  he  was  a member 
for  five  years,  and  in  iqoo  was  elected  tax  col- 
lector of  Potter  county,  re-elected  in  1902,  and 
at  this  writing.  October,  1904,  is  again  a candi- 
date. without  opposition.  He  resides  with  his 
parents  in  a pretty  home  on  North  Taylor  street, 
and  in  his  fraternal  relations  is  a member  of  the 
Odd  Fellows  and  Knights  of  Pythias. 
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\V.  P.  LANE.  Besides  being  proprietor  of 
the  splendid  furniture  establishment  at  the  cor- 
ner of  Fourteenth  and  Houston  streets,  a busi- 
ness that  was  begun  in  1905,  and  has  had  an 
almost  unprecedented  record  of  growth  and 
prosperity,  even  for  the  flourishing  city  of  Fort 
W'orth,  Mr.  Lane  is  likewise  a citizen  of  emi- 
nent public  spirit  and  active  in  civic  .aflfairs,  is 
prominent  in  the  social  and  fraternal  events  of 
his  city  and  section  of  the  state,  and  is  prompt 
and  forward  in  meeting  his  obligations  and  re.- 
sponsibilities  in  every  department  of  his  busy 
career.  A fine  business  man,  energetic  and  pro- 
gressive, his  capacity  for  management  of  large 
affairs  is  shown  by  the  success  of  his  business 
enterprises. 

Mr.  I^ne  belongs  to  one  of  the  most  noted 
of  southern  and  Confederate  families.  H*is 
paternal  grandfather  was  the  famous  Confederate 
soldier,  Colonel  Isaac  Coleman  Lane,  whti,  at 
the  time  of  the  breaking  out  of  the  war  between 
the  states,  was  sheriff  and  tax  collector  of  Clai- 
borne county,  Tennessee,  and  a w'ealthy  planter 
with  a large  estate.  As  soon  as  Tennessee 
seceded  he  paid  out  of  his  own  private  fortune 
the  entire  tax  assessment  of  Claiborne  county, 
and  donated  it  to  the  cause  of  the  Confederacy, 
and'  to  this  government  he  displayed  his  devo- 
tion on  every  hand,  although  living  in  east  Ten- 
nessee W'here  the  sentiment  for  the  Linion  was 
very  strong.  When  the  war  came  on  he  stumped 
the  state  making  speeches  in  favor  of  secession, 
and  after  the  war  he  was  elected' to  the  state 
senate  and  served  a number  of  years.  He 
raised  an  entire  regiment  for  the  war,  of  which 
he  afterward  became  colonel  commanding,  and 
as  such  fought  throughout  the  war.  Like  many 
of  the  devoted  and  loyal  southerners,  he  was 
stripped  of  almost  all  tiis  resources  by  the  hor- 
rors of  war. 

Mr.  Lane’s  parents  are  New  ton  E.  and  Martha 
E.  (Hall)  Lane,  who  are"  now  living  in  Fort 
Worth,  where  they  took  up  their  residence  in 
1905.  His  father  was  born  in  Claiborne  county, 
Tennessee,  and  was  reared  in  a home  of  afflu- 
ence and  aristocratic  surroundings.  He  after- 
wards became  a planter  in  Lee  county,  V^irginia, 
W’here  he  was  married  to  Miss  Hall.  She  was 
born  in  Virginia,  the  daughter  of  Harvey  M. 
Hall,  a prosperous  planter,  who  also  served 
throughout  the  war  as  a Confederate  officer.  She 
was  his  oldest  child  and  kept  up  the  home  and 
plantation  during  the  absence  of  her  father  on 
the  battlefields  of  the  south. 

Mr.  W.  1*.  Lane  w-as  born  in  Lee  county,  Vir- 
ginia, October  3,  1868.  After  finishing  a sub- 
stantial educational  training  he  chose  a busi- 
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ness  career,  and  in  1889  came  to  North  Texas. 
His  college  days  w'cre  spent  at  Curry  College 
in  Virginia.  His  first  location  in  Texas  was  at 
Denison,  where  he  lived  a number  of  years, 
and  then  for  a time  was  at  Sherman.  In  1901 
he  came  to  Fort  Worth,  and,  with  Guy  S.  Rail, 
founded  the  furniture  establishment  of  Lane  and 
Rail.  They  were  first  located  at  the  corner  of 
Fourth  and  Main  streets,  but  their  large  trade 
soon  outgrew  those'  (juarters.  Early  in  1904 
the}'  moved  into  the  elegant  brick  building 
erected  for  their  purpose  at  the  corner  of  Tenth 
and  Houston  streets.  Their  continued  popu- 
larity as  business  men  and  their  progressive 
methods  of  doing  business,  combined  with  the 
new  and  attractive  location,  further  accelerated 
the  enterprise,  and  during  their  partnership  thcj 
enjoyed  the  largest  trade  in  their  line  in  Fort 
Worth.  Since  embarking  in  bu.siness  on  his  own 
account  during  the  year  of  this  present  w’riting, 
Mr.  Lane,  finding  himself  continued  in  the 
course  of  prosperity  and  success,  has  estal)lished 
a furniture  house  which  is  pointed  out  with  pride 
as  one  of  the  leading  mercantile  concerns  in  this 
city. 

Outside  of  his  business  activity  Mr.  Lane  is 
especially  well  known  as  the  department  com- 
mander of  the  Texas  Division  of  the  I’nited 
Sons  of  Confederate  Veterans,  having  been- 
chosen  to  that  position  at  Sherman  in  1903, 
and  re-elected  at  Temple  in  1904.  In  1905.  at 
the  annual  reunion  of  the  United  Confederate 
Veterans  held  at  Louisville,  Kentucky,  June 
14-16,  he  was  honored  by  being  selected  to  re- 
spond to  the  address  of  welcome  on  Irehalf  of 
the  governor  of  the  state,  the  mayor  of  the  city 
and  the  commander  of  the  Kentuckv  Division 
of  the  Lk  C.  V.  For  some  years  he  has  been 
actively  identified  with  the  .Sons  of  Confederate 
Veterans,  and  at  the  annual  reunion  of  this 
organization  at  New  Orleans  in  190a  lie  received 
a pleasing  public  recognition  by  his  address  made 
on  behalf  of  the  Sons  in  response  to  the  address 
of  greeting  from  that  city.  This  speech  was 
extensively  published  through  the  .Vssociated 
Press  and  his  ability  as  an  impressive  and  fluent 
orator  was  the  object  of  much  favorable  com- 
ment. Mr.  I.ane’s  furtlier  fraternal  connectitms 
are  as  a member  of  the  Woodmen  of  the  World 
and  of  I'ort  Worth  Lodge  No.  148,  A.  P'.  & A. 
M.,  w’hich  is  the  largest  Alasonic  bulge  in  the 
state,  and  in  which  he  was  chairni.an  of  the  re- 
lief committee  in  1903. 

Public  and  political  .affairs,  except  as  they 
have  been  subserved  thrimgh  his  activity  as  a 
business  man  and  public-spirited  citizen,  have 
hitherto  received  little  attention  from  Mr.  Dane. 
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but  his  worlli  in  the  cause  of  the  public  welfare 
received  signal  recognition  in  1905,  when  he 
w.as  petitioned  by  .about  four  hundred  of  Fort 
Worth's  le.ading  business  men  to  become  a can- 
didate for  election  to  the  state  legislature,  where 
he  might  be  of  especial  service  as  representative 
of  Fort  Worth's  constantly  ex[tanding  business 
interests. 

Mr.  Lane  was  married  at  Denison,  Texas, 
Alav  ^5.  1902,  to  IMiss  Josic  Ivey,  a daughter  of 
Marion  Ivey,  of  that  city,  who  was  in  the  Second 
Mississippi  Regiment  throughout  the  war  be- 
tween the  states.  Mrs.  Lane  is  now  serving  her 
second  term  as  secretary  of  the  Texas  Division 
of  the  L’nited  Daughters  of  the  Confederacy. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lane  have  one  daughter,  IMiss 
Fay  Lane,  who  is  a gradutc  of  the  Fort  Worth 
.high  school,  and  who  has  served  one  year  as 
assistant  sccretarv  of  the  Texas  Division, 
U.  D.  C. 

GEORGE  W.  EDWARDS.  The  subject  of 
this  memoir  passed  away  while  in  the  prime  and 
vigor  of  life,  and  while  approaching  the  zenith 
of  a successful  career  in  tlie  stock  business  in 
Clay  county.  He  was  a representative  of  an  old 
Cooke  county  family  which  was  first  established 
in  Montague  county  when  hostile  Indians  fre- 
quented tlierc,  and  in  the  fear  of  ultimate  annihi- 
lation by  these  marauders  the  family  withdrew 
into  Cooke  county,  where  the  juarents  afterward 
remained  and  where  their  children  grew  up. 
F'rom  i8f^2  till  his  death,  April  30,  1888,  Mr. 
Edwards  was  an  enthusiastic  and  industrious 
stock  raiser,  and  his  early  demise  terminated  a 
•career  of  much  usefulness  and  promise  in  his 
community. 

August  28,  1858,  George  W.  Edwards  was 
bt)rn.  1 lis  father  was  a Texas  pioneer  from  the 
state  of  Tennessee  and  in  Montague  county  he 
married  Ztlilha  Raines  wlu'  died  in  Cooke 
count\  in  1883.  her  hnshand  having  passed 
away  many  years  before.  Of  the  issue  of  these 
parents  George  W.  was  the  olde.sf ; then  iVTag- 
gie,  wife  of  Charles  W'ood,  of  .Arapaho  county, 
tfklahoma;  Cla\born  11.,  ami  Dr.  .Albert  Ed- 
wards. president  of  the  Aferchants  and  Planters' 
Lank  of  Henrietta. 

George  W.  Edwards  was  limitedly  educated 
in  th.e  rural  schools  and  upon  the  approach  of 
manhood  began  to  deal  and  traffic  in  young 
•cattle.  When  he  liad  acquired  a small  bunch 
lie  brought  them  to  the  open  country  of  Clay 
county,  est.'ddishing  himself  southwest  of  Buf- 
falo Springs  where  he  Ixiught  the  Enoch  Sloan 
Lann,  .settled  by  .Mr.  Blackwell.  In  time  lie 


fenced  the  land  and  proceeded  to  make  it  an 
improved  farm  as  well  as  a cow  ranch.  He 
added  It)  it  in  area,  as  time  swept  by,  getting 
together  an  estate  of  seven  hundred  and  fifty- 
five  acres  before  he  was  carried  off  by  the  fatal 
tyjihoid  in  1888.  Two  years  after  his  advent  to 
Clay  count} , he  returned  to  Cooke  county  and 
was  married,  July  20,  1884,  and  in  the  few 
years  in  which  his  genius  was  permitted  to  dis- 
play itself,  he  laid  the  foundation  for  a compe- 
tence sufficient  to  maintain  his  widow  while  her 
young  sons  were  growing  up  and  taking  their 
stations  by  her  sicle  in  the  active  operation  of 
their  estate. 

Airs.  Edward.s  was,  prior  to  her  marriage,  Aliss 
Alary  E.  Parrnley,  born  in  Wa}ne  county,  Ken- 
tucky. Alay  15.  1864.  In  1869  her  father.  Alai 
Parrnley,  came  to  Texas  and  settled  in  Cooke 
county  where  he  died  in  1872  at  forty  years  of 
age.  His  wife  was  Aliss  Norfleet,  yet  in  Cooke 
county,  and  their  children  were:  Sallic,  w'ife  of 
William  Craft,  of  I-aniar  county;  Alinnie,  who 
married  Jeff  Scarbrough  and  resides  in  Grayson 
county;  William  P'.  and  Hiel,  of  Cooke  county; 
Airs.  Edw'ards:  Ira,  of  Cooke  county;  Ella, 
wife  of  John  Kirby,  a young  stock  farmer  of 
Prospect,  who  is  taking  a leading  place  among 
the  successful  young  men  of  Clay  county:  Belle, 
wife  of  Ed  Horn,  of  Foard  county;  and  Lee, 
wdio  married  Richard  Payne  and  resides  in 
Cixike  county. 

The  issue  of  Mr.  and  Airs.  Kdwards  are: 
Robert  I .ee,  Roscoe  C.  and  George  W.  Jr.  Airs. 
Edwards  has  taken  the  place  of  her  lamented 
husband  in  the  management  of  his  estate,  and 
has  conducted  its  affairs  with  credit  to  herself 
and  with  profit  as  well.  She  has  added  to  the 
family  asset.s  a tract  of  pasture  land  in  Jack 
coiiiit}-,  by  purchase,  and  is  demonstrating  her 
spirit  of  moilcrn  progress  by  placing  good  edu- 
cational advantages  in  the  way  of  her  sons, 
whereby  they  may  Aijie  successfully  with  the 
world  at  large  when  they  assume  their  inde- 
pendent stations  in  h'fe. 

AIAJOR  THOAIAS  HAMILTON  LOGAN, 
a retired  army  officer  living  in  El  Paso,  was  born 
at  Wcllsiillc,  the  county  seat  of  Columbiana 
count} . Ohio,  in  t840,  bis  parents  being  David 
Ilnd.son  and  Grace  T.  (Brooks)  Logan.  His 
ancestral  liistor}'  in  the  paternal  line  dates  back 
to  the  arrival  in  America  of  James  Logan,  a 
Quaker,  who  came  from  Scotland  as  private  sec- 
retar}-  to  William  Penn.  Alajor  Logan's  grand- 
father, the  Rev.  Gilbraith  Hugh  Logan,  was  for 
a long  period  of  years  rector  of  the  Episcopal 
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parish  of  Flat  Bush,  Long  Island,  and  his  son, 
David  Hudson  Logan,  father  of  our  subject, 
likewise  prepared  for  clerical  orders,  it  being 
decided  that  he  was  to  succeed  his  father  as 
rector  of  the  Flat  Bush  parish.  He  accordingly 
began  preparation  for  the  ministry,  studying  ex- 
tensively not  only  in  this  country  but  also  in 
Europe,  notably  at  Heidelberg  University.  He 
was  a young  man  of  considerable  intelligence, 
thought  and  .spirit  and  on  returning  to  Flat  Bush 
and  meeting  the  bishop  preparatory  to  becoming 
ordained  priest  of  the  Episcopal  church,  he  de- 
cided that  he  could  not  conscientiously  subscribe 
to  all  that  was  required  of  him  as  such,  and  ac- 
cordingly gave  up  the  ministry  and  entered  other 
business. 

Major  Logan’s  grandfather  in  the  early  days 
had  been  appointed  chaplain  in.  the  army  and 
was  assigned  to  General  Tipton’s  brigade,  who 
was  one  of  General  William  Henry  Harrison’s 
officers  in  the  Indian  wars.  Following  the  battle 
of  Tippecanoe  the  officers  participating  therein 
were  rewarded  with  grants  of  land  in  Atlanta 
and  General  Tipton  selected  twenty-six  hundred 
acres  on  the  banks  of  the  Wabash,  at  the  mouth 
of  Eli  river,  where  the  city  of  Logansport  now- 
stands,  and  which  was  named  by  General  Tip- 
ton  in  honor  of  Major  Logan’s  grandfather. 

As  a youth  Major  Logan  manifested  great  in- 
terest in  militia  affairs,  and  when  the  Civil  war 
was  inaugurated  he  entered  the  volunteer  service 
at  Logansport,  Indiana,  in  April,  1861,  becoming 
a member  of  Company  F,  Twentieth  Indiana 
Infantry  Volunteers,  wdiich  was  the  first  com- 
pany that  went  out  from  Logansport  for  the  war. 
He  was  elected  its  captain  but  did  not  serve  w'ith 
that  rank  until  a little  later.  The  regiment  first 
went  to  Baltimore  and  joined  the  Halteras  ex- 
pedition to  the  coast  of  North  Carolina,  thence 
returning  to  Fortress  Monroe  and  Newport 
News,  in  the  vicinity  of  which  Major  Logan 
witnessed  the  thrilling  naval  engagement  be- 
tween the  Merrimac  and  Monitor  in  March, 
1862.  On  the  i6th  of  May  Major  Logan’s  com- 
mand went  to  Fortress  Monroe  and  thence  to 
Norfolk,  which  they  occupied  on  the  17th  of 
May,  but  a few  days  later  joined  the  Army  of 
the  Potomac.  From  that  time  forward  Major 
Logan  was  in  every  battle  fought  by  the  Army 
of  the  Potomac,  except  one,  the  liattle  of  An- 
tietam.  He  participated  in  the  engagements  of 
the  Wilderness,  Spottsylvania  and  all  of  the  great 
battles  of  the  Peninsular  campaign  and  w^as  sev- 
eral times  wounded  by  bullets,  being  shot  once 
through  the  scalp.  On  numerous  occasions  he 
distinguished  himself  for  bravery  and  gallantry 


which  won  him  well  deserved  promotions.  He 
gained  the  reputation  of  being  a most  excellent 
soldier,  always  concentrating  his  thoughts  and 
energies  upon  the  duties  immediately  at  hand. 
In  1863  he  was  brevetted  captain,  in  1864  was 
appointed  major  of  colored  troops,  and  on  tlie 
fourteendi  of  ( tclober  was  made  colonel.  In 
July,  1865,  he  went  with  liis  command  to  Indi- 
anola,  Texas,  and  then  to  Corpus  Christi,  where 
he  was  mustered  oiil^of  the  v(dunteer  sertdee 
November  8,  18615,  returning  to  his  home  in 
Indianapolis  and  beitig  discharged  in  that  state 
on  the  eleventh  of  January,  1866. 

On  the  twenty-eighth  of  July,  of  the  same 
year,  Mr.  Logan  was  commissioned  as  first  lieu- 
tenant in  the  regular  army,  being  attached  to  the 
hortieth  Infantry.  He  served  with  that  regi- 
ment for  three  years,  w'hen  it  was  consolidated 
with  the  Thirty-ninth  United  States  Regular  In- 
fantry. During  this  time,  in  1866,  1867,  1868, 
and  a part  of  1869,  he  was  on  duty  in  the  south 
in  connection  with  the  military  re-construction 
yteriod,  being  located  for  some  time  at  Golds- 
boro and  other  towns  in  North  Carolina.  He 
was  also  in  Mississippi,  Louisiana  and  other 
southern  states.  Flis  military  services  in  those 
places  were  highly  commended  and  endorsed  by 
the  southern  people.  On  the  fifteenth  of  Novem- 
ber,  1869,  Major  Logan  was  assigned  to  the  Fifth 
Infantry,  which  he  joined  at  Fort  Harker,  where 
General  Miles  had  his  headquarters.  Soon  after 
the  Fifth  Infantry  started  on  a two  years'  hard 
campaign  of  Indian  fighting  against  the  Chey- 
ennes and  Kiowas  in  the  Indian  Territory.  In 
1876  they  went  to  Montana,  remaining  in  that 
state  until  1888,  when  the  Fifth  Infantry  was 
transferred  to  Fort  Hancock  in  western  Te.xas, 
where  Alajor  Logan  was  located  when  he  was 
retired  from  the  army  on  the  21st  of  February, 
1891.  On  the  2ist  of  October,  1S81,  lie  had  been 
promoted  to  the  rank  of  captain,  having  served 
as  lieutenant  for  sixteen  years,  and  after  his  re- 
tirement he  was  raised  to  the  rank  of  major  on 
the  13th  of  April,  1903.  About  the  'time  that 
Fort  Bliss  was  established  at  its  present  location 
four  miles  east  of  El  Paso  Major  Logan  built  a 
home  at  the  fort,  where  he  has  since  resided. 
Since  his  retirement  from  the  army  his  prin- 
cipal occupation  has  been  that  of  a contractor, 
as  he  is  still  active  and  in  good  hcaltli  and  likes  to 
have  sometlting  to  do.  He  kee[is  up  his  ac- 
quaintance and  friendship  with  many  of  the  old 
army  officers  and  associates  in  army  life  and 
through  his  residence  at  Fort  Bliss  keeps  in 
touch  with  military  affairs  and  old  officers,  both 
Federal  and  Confederate. 
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]Major  Lo^an  was  married  to  Miss  Evaline 
Loney,  a tneniber  of  the  well  known  Baltimore 
family  of  tlial  name,  and  they  have  seven  chil- 
dren : Charles  S.,  Hall  Hamilton,  Frederick 

Hudson,  Mrs,  Myrtle  Wickham,  wife  of  Captain 
Wickham  tu'  the  Twelfth  Infantry  now  in  the 
l:’hili|)])ine5,  Grace  \'irginia,  Mabel  Hathaway 
and  Ethaline  Sherman  Logan. 

J(  >HN  E.  GEORGE,^  the  popular  and  effi- 
cient e.x-sheriff  of  Clay  county,  and  a gentleman 
who  has  been  identified  with  the  county's  agra- 
rian interests  for  more  than  a quarter  of  a 
century,  is  he  whose  name  heads  this  personal 
sketch.  Situated  near  old  Newport,  and  four 
and  a half  miles  southwest  of  \’ashti,  his  farm 
is  numbered  among  the  larger  cines  of  his  com- 
munity and  its  owner  one  of  the  progressive  ami 
energetic  men  of  that  locality,  .\llhougii  still 
a young  man  Mr,  George  has  had  much  to  do 
with  the  public  affairs  of  (.lay  county,  and  it  was 
by  the  voice  of  the  people  at  the  polls  that  he 
was  called  upon  to  assume  one  of  the  resjion- 
siblc  positions  within  their  municipal  gift.  And 
so  well  and  faithfully  were  his  duties  performed 
that  again  and  again  was  he  recalled  to  admin- 
i.stcr  upon  their  affairs,  having  conferred  upon 
him  the  unusual  honor  of  serving  three  con- 
secutive terms  in  a public  office. 

In  Hot  Springs  county,  Arkansas.  John  E. 
George  was  born  March  i6,  1862.  In  1870  his 
father,  John  George,  settled  on  a rather  new 
farm  thirteen  miles  southeast  of  Fort  Worth, 
in  Tarrant  county,  Texas,  and  proceeded  viith 
his  occupation  as  a farmer.  He  was  not  des- 
tined to  aid  conspicuously  in  the  development 
of  his  adcipted  county  for  death  claimed  him 
two  years  later  at  forty-eight  years  of  age. 

John  George’s  birthplace  was  in  the  state  of 
Georgia.  His  parents  died  when  he  was  a 
child  and  he  was  bound,  according  to  law,  to 
one  Johnson,  who  took  him  into  Louisiana, 
there  to  rear  him.  Becoming  dis.satisfied  with 
his  new  location.  Mr.-  Johnson  determined  to 
rettirn  to  Georgia,  contrary  to  the  wishes  of  his 
new  wanl.  Ahhtnigh  the  boy  had  been  separ- 
ateil  from  hi>  br<>thers  in  the  ohl  state  he  had 
no  desire  to  return  there  and,  to  avoid  being 
forced  10,  he  “ran  away”  from  his  master  and 
began  the  battle  of  life  alone.  How  he  man- 
aged and  what  he  did  for  a livelihood  while 
coming  to  maturity  is  not  knetwn.  but  it  is  fair 
tc*  presume  that  he  was  always  associated  with 
the  labc.r  of  the  farm.  He  married,  in  Louisi- 
ana, Ivlarg-aret  Hender.son,  who  survives,  a resi- 
dent near  \ ashti,  at  eighty  years  of  age.  The 


issue  of  their  union  were:  Sallie.  who  died  in 
.Arkansas  as  the  wife  of  James  Deer,  leaving  a 
family;  Betty,  widow  of  David  Goza,  of  Clay 
county;  William,  who  died  in  Tarrant  county, 
without  issue;  Basconi,  of  Clay  county;  Flor- 
ence, wife  of  E.  G.  Tims,  of  Vashti,  deceased; 
Alice,  deceased,  married  L.  J.  Walker;  John  E., 
our  .subject,  and  Lee,  of  \ a.shti,  Texas. 

John  E.  George  knew  only  the  life  of  a farmer 
boy  in  cbildhcKxl  and  youth.  His  education  was 
neglected  and  he  was  launched  into  manhood 
with  only  a meager  knowledge  of  books.  His 
mother  and  her  children  left  Tarrant  county  in 
1879  and  settled  in  the  south  part  of  Clay  coun- 
ty where  their  efforts  as  farmers  have  ever  since 
been  known.  While  he  was  employed  much  as 
a farm  hand  at  a monthly  and  daily  wage,  his 
mother’s  home  was  his  own  even  after  his  first 
years  of  married  life.  His  rural  residence  w’as 
interrupted  by  his  removal  to  the  county  scat 
to  assume  public  office,  and  for  six  years  he  was 
separated  from  his  real  home  and  farm.  Upon 
retiring  from  office  he  returned  to  Vashti  and 
took  tip  the  industrial  thread  w'here  it  had  been 
severed  in  1896,  and  nothing  but  a conflagra- 
tion and  the  loss  of  his  little  abiding-place  has 
caused  him  to  leave  it  since.  Air.  ticorge  is 
the  owner  of  a farm  of  nearly  eleven  hundred 
acres,  arranged  for  both  pa.sture  and  fann  and 
it  is  stocked  vGth  one  hundred  and  sixty-five 
head  of  cattle,  and  one  hundred  and  .seventy 
acres  arc  under  plow.  In  the  month  of  Alay, 
1904,  his  comfortable  and  cozily-fiirnished  home 
Was  burned  — without  insurance  — the  family 
barely  escaping  -with  their  lives. 

September  28,  iStp,  Mr.  George  married,  at 
Vashti.  Eva,  a daughter  c>f  Francis  and  Lucinda 
(Jones)  Evans.  Mr.  Evans  went  from  Georgia 
to  .Arkansas,  thence  to  Texas,  while  Mrs.  Evans 
was  a native  of  the  Lone  Star  state.  The  father 
died  in  Washita  county,  Indian  Territory,  in 
1891,  at  sixty  years  of  age,  while  the  mother 
died  atVashti  in  1881  at  the  age  of  twenty-eight. 
Their  children  were:  Mrs.  George,  horn  Feb- 
ruary 9.  1871.  in  Cherokee  county,  Texas;  Du- 
mas, of  Washita  county,  Indian  Territory,  and 
Rufus,  of  the  same  place. 

The  issue  of  the  marriage  of  Air.  and  Mrs. 
Cieorge  are:  Zclla,  born  September  7-  1891; 
Flake,  born  September  17,  1893,  Dallas,  born 
Alay  2.  1896:  Johnny,  born  February  3,  1899; 
Wiilie.  born  June  26.  1902.  and  Alice,  born  July 
17.  1904. 

In  his  [political  career  Air.  George  has  been  a 
somewhat  unique  character.  His  candidacy  was 
an  instance  of  a man  without  party  affiliation, 
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being  elected  to  public  office  in  this  day  of 
modern  politics.  While  his  candidacy,  .the  first 
time,  was  endorsed  by  the  peoples'  party  he 
was  not  a Populist  and  had  rnanifested  no  spe- 
cial interest  in  their  professions  of  faith.  In 
this  contest  in  November,  189b,  he  was  chosen 
by  a majority  of  one  hundred  and  eighty-nine 
votes,  and  in  1898  he  was  elected  a.s  an  inde- 
pendent by  a majority  of  eighty-nine  votes.  In 
1900  his  candidacy  again  met  with  a popular 
resptonse  and  his  majority  over  the  regular  Dem- 
ocratic nominee  was  two  hundred  and  forty'-two. 
A fourth  time  he  was  induced  to  make  the  race, 
in  the  face  c>f  the  growing  sentiment  in  favor  of 
“two  terms  and  cpiit,"  and  he  was  defeated  by 
less  than  eighty  votes,  showing  the  hold  he  had 
on  the  affections  of  the  ]>eople  and  clinching  the 
fact  of  his  satisfactory  service  as  a public  officer. 

BEN  NUTTEiR.  .\  third  of  a century  has 
elapsed  since  Ben  Nutter  first  set  foot  upon 
Texas  soil,  a period  covering  an  era  of  the 
state’s  most  rapid  and  substantial  development, 
and  when  the  most  strenuous  efforts  of  her 
citizen.ship  have  been  exerted  in  her  moral  and 
material  welfare.  It  was  an  era  that  tried  men’s 
courage,  their  con.stitutions  and  their  genuine 
manhood,  and  sifted  and  .'^orted  the  inhabitants 
until,  at  the  opening  of  the  twentieth  century, 
it  is  an  homogeneous  mass,  wielding  a power 
for  ideal  citizenship  and  good  government. 

In  a youth  of  nineteen  it  required  stable  quali- 
ties and  a good  mental  poise  to  enter  Texas  a.s 
early  as  1872,  and  pass  through  the  fiery  tests 
following  closely  upon  the  heels  of  reconstruc- 
tion and  preceding  the  quiet  calm  of  settled  and 
restful  social  conditions  without  the  finger  of 
suspicion  pointing  in  his  direction  and  with 
character  standing,  upon  the  near  approach  of 
the  evening  of  life.  unas.sailed  and  unimpeached. 
Of  the  number  in  this  category,  who  so  guided 
and  guarded  their  career  as  to  merit  the  ap- 
proval of  fair-minded  men  and  retain  the  respect 
and  win  the  esteem  of  his  fellow-man,  it  is  our 
privilege  and  our  pleasure  to  include  Ren  Nut- 
ter, the  subject  of  this  review. 

The  birth  of  Mr.  Nutter  occurred  in  Scott 
county.  Kentucky,  March  22.  1853,  and  two 
years  later,  his  father,  Ben  Nutter,  took  his 
family  to  Ray  county,  Missouri,  where  the  farm 
life  of  that  semi-frontier  community  knew  him 
almost  to  his  twentieth  year.  The  Nutters  of 
the  earlier  generations  followed  grain  and  stock 
raising  on  a modest  scale  and  the  Kentucky 
founder  of  the  family  was  William  Nutter,  the 
grandfather  of  our  Clay  county  subject.  The 


old  Nutter  patriarch  passed  away  in  Scott 
county  and  was  the  father  of  William,  of  Hig- 
ginsville,  IMissouri;  Clem  and  John,  of  Scott 
county,  Kentuckv,  and  Hen,  the  father  ctf  our 
subject. 

Ben  .Nutter,  Sr.,  married  Sarah  Colern.an.  a 
daughter  of  a Kentuckv  farmer,  and  dietl  in  Ray 
county,  Missouri,  in  1862,  at  the  age  of  fcjrty- 
one,  while  hi.s  widow  survived  until  T&j5,  dying 
at  the  age  of  sixty-nine.  The  issue  of  their 
marriage  was;  Mary,  wife  of  William  Barker,  of 
Richmond,  Missouri;  William,  of  the  same 
point;  John,  deceased;  Ben.  our  subject;  Henry 
and  Clem,  of  Richmond.  Missouri,  and  Itlargar- 
et,  wife  of  Lynch  Smith,  of  Richmond,  Missouri. 

On  account  of  the  war  situatirtn  in  his  child- 
hood, Ben  Nutter  failed  to  acquire  a good  com- 
mon school  education  and  he  was  contributing 
something  from  his  labttrs  to  the  family  sup- 
port at  a very  young  and  childlike  age.  In  the 
autumn  of  1872,  when  he  decided  to  become  a 
citizen  of  Texas,  he  left  home  with  a team  of 
mules  and  a wagon  in  company  with  a half  dozen 
young  men  from  his  neighborhood,  and  stopped 
first  in  h'annin  county  where  he  made  two  cotton 
crops  the  first  two  years.  In  Red  River  county 
he  traded  his  team  for  a small  bunch  of  cattle 
and  thus  acquired  his  nucleus  in  the  cattle  busi- 
ness in  the  Lone  Star  state.  He  drove  his  sixty 
head  of  stock  to  Clay  county  and  held  them  on 
the  Little  Wichita  river  where  he  secured  em- 
ployment with  II.  C.  Bailey,  and  was  with  him 
some  three  years.  His  next  emphayers  were 
Glen  Halsell.  Baldwin  and  Harness,  and,  about 
1885,  ceased  to  ride  the  range  for  others  and 
devoted  his  time  to  the  interests  of  Nutter  & 
Neville,  which  partnership  had  been  formed  as 
early  as  1878. 

'I'lie  firm  of  Nutter  & NeHlle  was  handi- 
capped by  the  lack  of  means  to  push  an  inde- 
pendent business,  and  while  one  looked  after 
their  company  interests  the  other  worked  for 
wages  to  hold  him  up.  Eventually  they  Iease<l 
the  Harness  pasture  and  continued  to  hold  their 
growing  herd  on  leased  lands  for  several  years. 
In  1896  W.  H.  Myers  joined  them  in  the  pur- 
chase of  fifty-seven  hundred  acres  of  land  hing 
southwest  of  Henrietta  and  the  firm  of  Myers, 
Nutter  & Neville  existed,  in  the  cattle  business 
for  some  time,  when  Mr.  Myers  sold  his  interest 
to  his  partners  who  have  since  operated  the 
ranch.  'I'heir  pasture  is  stocked  with  fifteen 
hundred  head  of  nnxed  stock  and  their  brand,  a 
diamond  on  the  left  hip,  thigh  and  side,  is  one 
of  the  best  knowm  in  Clay  county. 

The  life  of  the  cowboy  when  the  range  was 
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o[>eii  and  liiiiiied  only  by  the  horizon  was  not 
all  feather.s  and  Howcrs.  The  cattle  were  first 
in  the  tin  nights  of  their  owners,  and  weather 
conditions  nor  the  time  of  day  or  night  did  not 
govern  the  cowboy's  movement. s.  If  it  were 
necessary  to  remain  with  the  herd  through  the 
night  or  in  the  wettest  or  the  coldest  weather 
he  picketed  his  horse,  rolled  up  in  his  blank- 
ets and  .slept  the  sleep  of  the  righteous  in  the 
open  air.  It  w'as  iK)  infrequent  occurrence,  as 
Mr.  Nutter  declares,  for  them  to  find  themselves 
lying  in  two  inches  t)f  water  and  not  know  that 
it  had  been  raining,  or  to  ride  for  days  with  little 
sleep  and  harlioring  an  appetite  that  would  turn 
a meat-a.x  into  a frenzied  fit. 

Mr.  Nutter's  individual  real  property  em- 
braces a pasture  of  some  seventeen  hundred 
acre.s  upon  which  his  ranch  residence  is  situ- 
ated and  where  his  farming  operations  are  car- 
ried on.  Until  he  was  married  he  made  his 
home  with  his  employers  or  his  partner,  but  for 
the  past  dozen  years  he  has  reclined  under  his 
own  "vine  and  fig  tree.’’  November  8,  1892, 
Mr.  Nutter  married  Mamie,  a daughter  of 
Josepli  L.  Edwards,  of  Knox  county,  Illinois,  a 
federal  soldier  during  the  Civil  war  and  a pio- 
neer law^’cr  to  Cherokee  county,  Kansas.  Mr. 
Edwards  married  Della  Douglass  and  iMrs. 
Nutter  and  1..  H.  Edwards,  of  Denver,  arc  the 
children  of  their  union.  Mr.  Edwards  died  and 
his  widow  married  Asbttry  Clark  and  resides  in 
Denver,  Colorado.  Mrs.  .Nutter  was  born  April 
29,  1869,  and  came  to  Texas  in  1885.  She  made 
her  home  at  Alobetie,  with  an  uncle,  W.  E.  Ed- 
wards, until  they  removed  to  Clay  coun- 
ty where  she  met  and  married  her  husband. 
The  family  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Nutter  is  composed 
of  three  children:  Earl  Benjamin,  hK.irn  Septem- 
ber 18,  1894;  Henry'  Coleman,  born  July  31, 
1896,  and  Mamie  K.,  born  September  20,  1899. 

Ben  Nutter  is  one  of  the  real  characters  of 
the  old  cowlioy  cmitingent  and  as  much  of  his 
own  meat  was  fouiul  in  his  commissary'  as  the 
practice  of  early  times  would  assure.  If  backs 
were  turned  when  be  butchereil  a beef  it  was 
in  accordance  with  the  unwritten  law'  of  the 
range  and  no  ranchman  cttuhl  come  nearer  ans- 
wering the  question,  "How  does  your  beef 
ta,'te:”  than  ho. 

I tlC  REUBEN  WRlCli  i'  is  the  senior  mein- 
1>cr  of  the  firm  of  R.  Wright  & Son,  proprietors 
of  a large  :md  profitable  dairy  business  of  El 
Paso.  -\  native  of  Indiana,  he  was  born  near 
Kendallville  in  Noble  county,  in  1837.  His 
father  was  born  in  the  state  of  \'ermont  and 


married  in  New  York  state,  and  later  settled 
in  Indiana  in  1835,  becoming  a successful  farmer 
and  dairyman  of  Noble  county.  There  upon 
the  homestead  fann  Dr.  Wright  w'as  reared,  his 
elementary  education  bein,g  acquired  in  the 
country  schools,  while  later  he  continued  his 
studies  in  Kendallville,  the  family  home  being 
about  six  miles  distant  from  that  town.  Think- 
ing to  make  the  practice  of  medicine  his  life 
work  he  began  a student  in  the  office  and  under 
the  direction  of  Dr.  G.  Errickson,  of  Kendall- 
ville, and  after  being  licensed  to  practice  he  en- 
tered upon  the  active  work  of  his  profession  in 
his  home  neighborhood,  maintaining  his  office 
at  first  in  his  father's  house.  There  he  remained 
in  the  active  practice  of  medicine  until  1871, 
when  his  health  failed  to  such  an  extent  that 
it  was  necessary  for  him  to  seek  a more  con- 
genial climate  and  he  made  his  way  to  southwest 
Alissouri.  settling  in  Lawrence  county,  where 
he  practiced  medicine  for  about  three  years. 
He  then  started  to  Texas,  traveling  by  team 
through  the  Indian  Territory,  once  again  seek- 
ing a more  congenial  climate  because  of  his 
health.  He  passed  through  the  present  site  of 
Denison  before  the  establishment  of  the  village 
and  on  through  central  Te.xas  to  the  soutliwest 
portion  of  the  state,  locating  in  Kerr  county, 
northwest  of  San  .Yntonio.  d'here  was  no  rail- 
road to  San  Antonio  in  those  days  and  in  fact 
there  were  few  railroads  in  the  state,  Kerr 
county  consisting  mostly  of  an  open  range  de- 
voted to  the  cattle  business,  and  Dr.  Wright 
determined  to  give  his  time  to  that  industry. 
His  life  for  the  next  few  years  was  filled  with 
the  danger  and  excitement  incidental  to  a fron- 
tier cattle  industry,  the  greatest  danger  being 
from  Indians  who  made  periodical  raids  bent 
on  stealing  cattle  and  stopping  not  at  murder  in 
order  to  accomplish  their  ends.  Thus  life  was 
continually  menaced  and  great  fear  was  experi- 
enced by  the  women  of  the  household  who  were 
of  necessity  left  much  alone  while  the  husbands, 
fathers  and  sons  herded  the  cattle  on  the  plains. 
I'here  were  many  notorion.sly  rough  characters 
who  used  the  unbroken  country  north  of  the 
Rio  Grande  as  a hiding  place.  Dr.  Wright 
afterward  took  his  outfit  into  Edward  county 
and  began  raising  sheep  as  well  as  cattle.  He 
made  his  way  still  further  west  into  \'al  Verde 
county  and  along  the  upper  Rio  Grande  into 
the  Devil’s  river  and  Pecos  country,  much  of 
which  district  is  especially  adapted  to  sheep 
raising.  In  1886  he  located  in  El  Paso  county, 
twenty-five  miles  down  the  valley  from  El  Paso, 
where  he  acquired  and  still  owns  a fine  ranch 
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there  of  seven  hundred  acres.  Making  his  home 
on  the  ranch,  he  was  actively  engaged,  in  the 
stock  business  until  August,  1902,  when  he  re- 
moved to  El  Paso  and  since  that  time  has  es- 
tablished the  well  known  dairy  of  R.  Wright  & 
Son,  his  partner  being  his  son,  Ernest  Wright, 
They  ovni  about  two  hundred  head  of  fine  stock 
and  conduct  a large  and  successful  business  in 
this  line. 

Dr.  Wright  was  married  in  Noble  county, 
Indiana,  to  Miss  Sarah  Anne  Willetts,  and  both 
their  cliildren,  Eniest  and  Mrs.  <)llie  Amanda 
Lewis,  who  is  the  wife  of  a prominent  cattle 
man,  were  born  in  that  county.  Ernest  Wright 
was  married  in  this  county  to  Miss  Mary  Pat- 
terson, and  they  have  two  children.  Pearl  and 
Charles.  In  the  management  of  their  business 
interests  the  father  and  son  are  meeting  with 
very  creditable  and  gratifying  success.  Dr. 
Wright  has  retired  permanently  from  the  active 
practice  of  medicine  and  through  his  outdoor 
life  in  Texas  he  has  regained  his  health.  A 
liberal  patronage  is  accorded  the  firm  and  the 
success  which  they  now'  enjoy  is  indication  of 
their  practical  and  progressive  methods. 

PERCY  W.  McGHEE,  city^  clerk  of  El  Paso, 
who  has  made  a crciiitablc  record  in  business 
and  official  circles  and  has  also  been  a co-oper- 
ant factor  in  many  measures  for  intellectual  and 
moral  progress  in  the  community',  was  born  in 
W'aco,  Texas,  June  15,  i860,  and  in  his  life  has 
manifested  the  enterprising  spirit  of  the  south- 
west that  has  led  to  the  rapid  and  substantial 
development  of  this  section  of  the  country.  His 
father,  John  M.  McGhee,  was  a native  of  Ala- 
bama and  came  to-  Texas  in  an  early'  day,  set- 
tling in  Waco,  where  he  died. 

Percy  W.  McGhee  was  reared  and  educated 
in  the  schools  of  Waco  and  pursued  his  studies 
w'ith  the  end  in  view  of  entering  a clerical  and 
business  life.  Going  to  Austin,  he  spent  four 
years  there  and  in  1896  came  to  El  Paso,  where 
he  has  since  made  his  home.  For  several  years 
he  was  bookkeeper  of  the  Payne-P>adger  Com- 
pany and  subsequently  for  the  White  Oaks  Fuel 
Company,  filling  the  latter  position  at  the  time 
that  he  was  elected  by  the  city'  council  in  May, 
1905,  to  the  position  of  city  clerk  in>El  Paso. 
His  long  experience  in  work  of  this  kind  has 
qualified  him  in  high  degree  for  the  labors  at- 
tendant upon  the  office. 

For  three  years  Mr.  McGhee  was  president 
of  the  Young  Men’s  Christian  Association  of  El 
Paso  and  it  was  while  he  was  filling  that  posi- 
tion that  the  work  of  soliciting  sub.scriptions  for 
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the  purpose  of  a new  Y.  M.  C.  A.  building  was 
begun  — a work  that  has  been  continued  imtil 
the  present  ‘splendid  structure  valued  at  fifty- 
thousand  dollars  was  erected.  Mr.  McGhee  is 
now  vice-president  of  the  association  and  he  is 
an  elder  in  the  First  Presbyterian  church  of 
El  Pa.so,  taking  a most  helpful  part  in  the  vari- 
our  church  activities. 

Mr.  McGhee  was  married  in  Waco  to  Miss 
Mary  C.  Carter,  a daughter  of  E.  H.  Carter,  of 
that  city',  who  was  for  many  years  con- 
nected with  the  land  department  of  the  Hous- 
ton & Texas  Central  Railroad  Company. 
They'  have  two  children,  Beatrice  and  Percy,  Jr. 
!Mr.  and  Mrs.  McGhee  both  have  many 
warm  friends  in  El  Paso  and  enjoy  in  large 
measure  the  high  regard  of  all  with  whom 
they  have  come  in  contact.  A life  permeated 
by  high  principles  and  a recognition  of  the  pur- 
poses of  life,  Mr.  McGhee  has  so  labored  that 
his  work  has  been  a tangible  element  in  the 
moral  development  of  El  Paso  and  he  brings  the 
same  principles  into  his  every-day'  life  and  his 
official  services. 

TOM  POWERS  has  had  an  eventful  career 
in  w'hich  have  been  many  exciting  episodes  inci- 
dent to  life  on  the  frontier.  These  accounts 
which  to  the  residents  of  the  older  east  seem 
more  like  tales  of  fiction  than  reality  have  been 
actual  living  experiences  to  him,  and  his  mind 
bears  tlie  impress  of  the  pioneer  west  with  all 
its  hardships  and  dangers,  its  privations  and 
difficulties.  Moreover  Mr.  Powers  has  stood  as 
a defender  of  law  and  order  when  chaotic  condi- 
tions reigned  and  has  made  a most  creditable 
record  in  office. 

A native  of  Troy',  New  York,  he  was  bom 
September  19.  i860,  and  is  a son  of  Irish  parents, 
his  father,  hlichael  Powers,  having  emigrated 
from  Ireland  to  Troy,  New'  York,  where  he  fol- 
lowed the  carpenter’s  trade.  In  1864  he  removed 
with  his  family  to  Lancaster,  Grant  county,  Whs- 
cousin,  thirty  miles  from  Dubuque.  low-a.  That 
was  then  a new  country  in  which  progress  .and 
improvement  have  been  carried  forward  to  only 
a limited  extent.  Whicn  twelve  years  of  age  Tom 
Powers  left  that  country  with  his  eldest  sister 
and  her  husband,  Henry  Day,  and  made  his  way 
to  Kansas  by'  wagon.  They  located  at  Con- 
cordia on  the  Republican  river  in  the  northern 
part  of  that  state,  and  there  at  an  early  day  Mr. 
Powers  engaged  in  freighting  lumber  westward 
to  Beloit,  Kansas,  now  the  county  seat  of 
Mitchell  county'.  In  le.ss  than  a year  from  the 
time  tliat  he  arrived  at  Concordia,  however,  he 
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made  liis  unv  u>  Coffe^  ville.  in  the  soiitheastcrn 
fiarl  of  the  state,  a town  noted  iti  the  frontier  his- 
ton  <if  the  west  as  one  of  the  wildest  of  wild 
lilaees,  heitifj  headquarter^  for  the  jierioclical 
>jirees  of  c«.iw  hoy>  and  the  .seeming  ultimate  de’s- 
tiiiatiiiii  of  tile  numerous  had  characters  who  in- 
fested the  Indian  Territorv  and  in  later  years 
it  wa>  the  scene  of  the  activity  of  the  Dalton 
hovs  and  near  the  Bender  family,  who  ojierated 
at  Cherrv  vail.  The  town  had  first  been  called 
I’arker  hut  because  of  a mistinderstanding  with 
the  new  railroad,  the  Leavenworth,  I-awrence 
& Galveston,  which  had  recently  been  built  there, 
the  railroad  company  located  its  station  two 
miles  distant  and  called  it  Coffeyville.  Mr.  Pow- 
ers stion  jirtK'ured  a position  as  mail  carrier  from 
M.  -A.  Thonifison.  of  Sedalia.  ^Missouri,  who  had 
the  government  contract  to  carry  the  mail  from 
Coffewille.  Kansas,  to  Kickapoo,  Indian  Terri- 
tor\ . on  the  north  bank  of  the  Canadian  river. 
His  route  was  from  Pawnee,  on  Bear  creek,  to 
Kickaiioo,  a distance  of  ninety  miles.  He  was 
thus  cmplot  cd  for  eighteen  months. 

To  Air.  Powers  belongs  the  credit  of  having 
‘'blazed  the  way"  for  the  mail  route  between 
Pawnee  and  the  Sac  and  Fox  agencies,  up  to 
which  time  there  was  no  connection  or  even  defi- 
nite knowdedge  on  the  part  of  either  tribe  touch- 
ing each  other's  existence.  This  hazardous  ven- 
ture was  performed  by  Mr.  Powers  when  but 
fourteen  years  of  age.  Regardless  of  his  youth 
he  had,  however,  been  sworn  into  the  service  by 
Judge  Joseph  AIcCrary.  of  Coffeyville,  Kansas. 
lli>  next  emjdoyment  was  with  Captain  Seigerts, 
who  had  the  mail  contract  from  the  government 
from  Vinita,  Indian  Territory,  to  Las  A'egas, 
New  Mexico,  This  country  at  that  time  was 
infested  with  three  noted  outlaws.  Tripplett, 
Stogden  and  Barker.  The  former  is  now  serv- 
ing a life  sentence  in  the  Leavenworth,  Kansas, 
[lenitentiarv,  and  Barker  was  killed  on  Bird 
creek,  mt  the  Kansas  and  Indian  Territory  line 
bv  officials  and  a posse  of  Montgomery  county, 
Kansas,  citizens.  The  three  outlaws  had  way- 
laid and  killed  Captain  Seigerts  and  a compan- 
i'lii,  an  old  F.nglishman.  who  was  a clock  tinker. 
Their  bodies  were  hid  in  a ravine  and  their  con- 
veyance burned,  which  facts  were  not  learned 
until  after  the  killing  of  Barker  by  the  officials 
and  posse,  and  the  capture  of  Tripplett  by  the 
m-teil  Imlian  police  capuain.  Tom  tialkatcher. 

After  tlirce  months  carrying  mail  for  Captain 
Srigert'.  ')ii  the  western  line  of  his  route,  Mr. 
Power-  became  associated  with  Terrell  & Fer- 
gus>'U.  of  \\  infield.  Kansas,  who  had  the  con- 
tract from  Arkan.-as  City  to  Shawneetown.  1 le 


carried  mail  for  them  on  this  route  for  about 
one  year,  and  then  became  associated  with  John 
Whistler,  the  noted  rancher,  who,  bom  a Potta- 
wottamie  Indian,  was  adopted  by  the  tribes  of  the 
Sac  and  Fox.  and  became  a wealthy  trader  on 
the  Cimarron  river,  with  headquarters  on  the 
Bac  and  Fo.x  agency.  His  next  occupation  was 
tliat  of  a freighter  in  the  employ  of  Hugh  Bay’s 
freighting  emtfit  of  Muskogee,  in  the  Creek 
nation,  loading  merchandise  at  Muskogee  for 
<.  Ikrnulgee.  Sac  and  Fo.x  agency  and  Pawnee, 
and  returning  from  these  points  with  hides, 
pecans,  deer  skins,  etc.  Air.  Power’s  experi- 
ence in  the  Indian  3'erritory,  and  that  part  of 
the  countrv-  which  is  now  included  wdthin  the 
boundaries  of  Oklahoma,  was  fraught  with 
events  of  great  interest,  and  exciting  adventures 
typical  of  frontier  days.  He  was  there  when  the 
Federal  troops  drove  Captain  Payne,  the  origi- 
nal Oklahoma  boomer,  out  of  the  territoiw. 

He  recalls  interesting  events  in  the  careers  of 
the  well  known  Indians,  such  as  Sam  Sixkiller, 
Pleasant  Porter,  now  chief  of  the  Creeks,  and 
citizens  connected  prominently  with  the  govern- 
ment Indian  service,  including  the  firm  of  Alillet 
& Jefferson,  Iieef  contractors.  Joe  Sherburne, 
Captain  Westfall  and  others,  and  associated  with 
such  well  known  characters  as  Clarence  Turner, 
w ho  married  into  the  Creek  family  and  is  now  a 
wealthy  and  prominent  citizen  of  Muskogee. 

Air.  Powers  eventually  made  his  way  to  the 
southw  est  part  of  the  teiritor\\  crossing  the  Red 
river  at  Charley,  Oay  cemnty,  Texas,  in  the  sum- 
mer of  i88i.  There  he  went  to  work  as  a cow- 
boy for  the  Te.xas  Investment  Company,  a large 
cattle  firm,  of  which  George  B.  Loving  was  the 
president.  He  was  with  that  outfit  during  the 
fall  of  i88i,  and  until  the  winter  of  1882,  in  the 
early  part  of  w hich  they  sold  out  to  the  St.  Louis 
Land  & Cattle  Company,  which  decided  to  re- 
moved its  seat  of  operations  further  west,  and 
accordingly  Air.  Pow'ers  came  with  that  outfit 
westward  through  what  was  known  as  the  Nar- 
rows ( the  country  It'ing  between  the  Red  and 
Brazos  river)  up  to  A'ellowhouse  Canon  and 
from  that  place  he  went  to  Colorado  City  on  the 
then  newly  com])lcted  Texas  & Pacific  Railroad, 
it  was  a regulatitm  frontier  town.  From  there 
Mr.  Pnwers  decided  to  discontinue  his  connec- 
titui  with  the  cattle  business  and  entered  the  em- 
plo\  of  Criswell  Brothers  & Robinson,  who 
were  operating  an  ice  factory.  A short  time 
later  he  went  into  the  Pacific  Hotel  as  clerk  and 
manager,  and  for  some  time  was  well  known  in 
connection  with  that  hostelry,  which  was  a lead- 
ing one  Ilf  early  days.  It  was  while  in  the  hotel 
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business  at  Colorado  City  that  Mr.  T’o\ver.s  made 
out  the  menu  for  the  banquet  of  the  first  annual 
convention  of  the  Texas  C’attle  Rai.sers'  Associa- 
tion. 

In  the  meantime  there  had  for  a considerable 
period  I>een  a lawless  element  constantly  mak- 
ing trouble  at  Colorado  and  to  augment  matters 
a feud  .sprung  up  Ixdween  the  cattle  men  and 
the  ranger.s  as  to  the  occupancy  of  tlie  offices  of 
sheriff  and  city  marshal.  Mr.  Powers,  by  his 
quiet,  determined  and  fcarle.ss  demeanor,  had 
won  the  respect  and  friendship  of  both  factions, 
and  in  order  to  bring  about  peace  and  observ- 
ance of  the  law,  the  office  of  deputy  city  mar- 
shal wa.s  epeciall}  created  for  him  and  offered 
to  him  by  tlie  citizens,  ami  he  fille<i  the  office 
with  a degree  of  succes.s  not  before  known.  The 
city  marshal  at  that  time  was  J.  W.  Woods  and 
the  mayor  was  Whlliam  Martin.  Mr.  Powers 
held  the  position  referred  to  for  a little  over 
four  years,  having  made  a reputation  for  cool- 
nes.s,  bravery  and  efficiency  as  an  officer  in  deal- 
ing with  cattle  thieves  that  will  always  keep  him 
in  good  standing  in  western  Texas.  Following 
his  election  to  the  office  ]\Ir.  Powers  engaged  in 
business  at  Colorado  City  and  was  also  elected 
mayor  there,  filling  the  office  for  one  term.  He 
likewise  owned  and  conductcil  a livorv  stable 
there  known  as  the  Malin  & Colvin  stable,  and 
he  still  owns  the  hnilding  in  which  he  carried 
on  the  enterprise.  He  next  embarked  again  in 
the  cattle  business,  but  this  time  on  hi.s  own 
account,  and  he  trafficked  in  cattle  west  of  Colo- 
rado City  for  three  or  four  years.  In  the  spring 
of  1889  he  sold  liis  cattle  to  W.  N.  Waddell 
and  the  stock  and  equipment  of  his  livery  busi- 
ness to  Joe  Stokes  in  May,  1900.  In  the  sum- 
mer of  that  year  he  came  to  El  Paso,  since  which 
time  he  has  been  succe.ssfully  engaged  in  busi- 
ness here,  making  money  and  accumulating  val- 
uable property  in  this  growing  city.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  firm  of  I’owers  & Truesdell. 

To  Mr.  Powers  belongs  the  honor  of  being 
generally  instrumental  in  bringing  the  conven- 
tion of  1903  of  the  Texas  Cattle  Raisers’  Asso- 
ciation to  El  Paso — the  first  time  it  had  been 
held  this  far  west.  To  secure  this  result  he  made 
an  extensive  trip  through  the  cattle  country  of 
western  Texas,  getting  pledges  from  his  old 
friends  to  vote  for  El  Paso  as  the  convention 
city  at  the  convention  held  in  Port  VV^orth  in 
1902.  He  is  a business  man  of  keen  discernment, 
unflagging  enterprise  and  strong  determination, 
carrying  forward  to  successful  com])leiion  what- 
ever he  undertakes. 
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.Mr.  Powers  vva.>  married  in  El  Paso  to  ftlis.s 
Kathalee  Pii)kin,  and  they  have  two  little  dan.gh- 
icrs,  Kathalee  Arelia  and  Alice. 

C-XPTAIN  HENRY  F.  ?T.\CY,  sewer  in- 
spector in  the.  city  engineering  deparlinent  in 
El  Paso,  was  born  near  Cearc},  \Miite  county. 
\rkansas,  .August  22,  1841,  lii.s  parents  being 
llyron  and  Elizabeth  (Royl)  Stacy.  The  father 
was  born  in  Tennessee  and  was  one  of  the  early 
settlers  of  White  county,  .Arkaiisa,-,  where  lie 
became  a successful  farmer  and  cotton  planter, 
his  trading  iioint  being  ffittle  Rock  until  the 
town  of  Cearcy  wa.s  established  and  grew  into 
some  commercial  importance.  His  death  oc- 
curred in  Wliite  county  in  1844,  wliile  liis  wife, 
who  was  also  a native  of  Tennessee,  dietl  in  Hill 
county,  Texas. 

Following  the  loss  of  her  first  lui,-~l)and.  Alr.s. 
Stacy  married  again,  and  with  his  mother  and 
stepfather  Mr.  Stacy  of  rliis  review  came  to 
Texas  in  1856.  reaching  Bastrop  county  on  the 
26th  of  December  of  that  \car.  There  lie  re- 
sided until  after  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  war 
between  the  northern  and  southern  states,  when, 
in  1861,  he  enlisted  at  the  call  of  the  .south  and 
liecame  a member  of  Company  D,  Twelfth  Tex- 
as Cavalry,  coinmanded  by  Colonel  W.  TI.  Par- 
sons, under  whom  he  served  tltroiigliout  tlic 
entire  war.  This  regiment  was  attached  to  the 
Trans-Mississippi  department  and  aided  in  the 
military  operations  in  Texas,  rmiiisaiia  and 
Arkansas,  taking  part  in  thirty-seven  pitched  l>at- 
tles  in  tlie  camp  against  Banks  wlien  the  latter 
was  Irving  to  ascend  the  Red  river.  Cajitain 
Stacy  is  said  by  his  comrades  to  have  been  a 
soldier  of  greatest  courage  and  ability,  never 
faltering  in  tile  periorniance  of  aii\'  duty,  but 
fearlessly  defending  the  cause  which  he  had 
espoused  until  ho.stilltie.s  were  over. 

When  the  war  wa.s  ended  Captain  .Stacy  re- 
turned to  Bastrop  county,  where  he  remained 
until  about  1872,  when  he  started  we.stward. 
(fradually  he  continueil  his  way  toward  tlie  sot- 
ting sun  and  was  largely  engageil  in  dealing  in 
horses  at  the  various  places  where  he  stopped 
for  anv  lengili  of  time.  At  length  he  reached 
El  Paso  ill  1881,  casting  in  his  lot  with  its  early 
.settlers  and  has  since  maintained  Ids  residence 
here.  For  afiout  twelve  years  he  was  engaged 
in  the  teaming  business  and  during  the  admin- 
istration of  Mayor  B.  F.  Hammett  he  was  ap- 
jioiiited  in.->pector  of  sewers  in  the  city  engineer's 
department,  which  position  he  has  since  filled 
with  ability  and  satisfaction.  He  is  well  known 
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in  official  circle.*;  in  El  Paso  and  lii.s  worth  is 
acknowledged  by  all  who  arc  familiar  with  his 
service?.  He  likewise  has  real  estate  interests 
in  tl  Paso,  having  made  jti<licious  investment  of 
his  means  in  properte  here  which  ha.*,  greartly 
appreciate*!  in  value,  owing  to  the  rapid  growth 
of  the  city. 

Jn  181S3,  in  El  Paso,  Captain  Stacy  was  mar- 
riec]  to  Miss  C lara  jane  f dargitz,  and  they  now 
have  two  daughters  and  a .-.on:  Mrs.  Ltdia 

ilcllc  Taylor,  of  this  cite  ; Mrs.  Minnie  .Vlicc 
Kadtr.  of  Del  Rio;  and  ,\rthur  Lee  Stacy, 
t aptain  Stacy  is  a member  of  the  iMa.sonic  fra- 
ternity. the  Irniiroved  tender  of  Ke<l  iMcn.  the 
Wocitlinen  of  the  World.  W'lodman  Circle,  and 
the  Pioneer  Association  of  El  Paso,  and  is  also 
captain  of  John  C'.  Prown  Camp,  No.  486,  Unit- 
ed C'onfederatc  \ eterans.  lie  has  a wide  and 
favorable  acquaintance  in  the  citi  which  has 
now  been  his  honii'  for  a quarter  of  a century 
,irid  the  circle  of  his  frien.ls  has  constantly 
broadened  ;us  the  circle  of  his  acquaintance  has 
e.xtended. 

COLONEL  ROBERT  A,  AIYER.S,  filling 
the  position  of  county  clerk  in  [cmc.s  county,  i.s 
a native  of  P.edford  county.  Tennessee,  hi.- 
birth  having  occurred  in  the  middle  portion  of 
that  state  Septeinlier  30,  1840.  His  father,  John 
Myer.s.  was  born  in  Duncornbe  county.  North 
Carolina,  anil  when  a young  man  went  to  AA'is- 
coiisin  and  v\as  a participant  in  the  Plack  Hawk 
war  in  that  >tate.  Later  he  returned  to  Ten- 
nessee and  w'.'is  married  there  in  Jackson  county 
to  Aliss  Nanc)  White,  a native  of  that  county. 
They  continued  rc■^ideuts  of  Jackson  count}'  for 
a time  and  aftcrwarrl  removed  to  Peilford 
count}',  where  the  fathi-r  engaged  in  the  manu- 
facture of  bagging  made  from  hemp,  a material 
which  was  used  a.s  a covering  in  hading  cotton. 
In  T855  the  f.amil}'  cairic  to  Tc.xas  together  with 
other  colonists  from  that  localitv,  there  being 
a he.avv'  emigration  tC'  the  state  that  }'car.  John 
Af}'crs  -vltled  in  Pell  cotuil}-,  whirre  he  arrived 
on  the  28th  of  Novi-mher,  1855.  and  there  he 
made  his  home  throug'hout  his  remaining  da}'s, 
covvtring  alimist  a quarter  of  a centtiry.  liis  death 
occiUTing  in  iKpo.  when  he  w.as  seventy-four 
years  of  age.  He  had  long  survived  his  wife, 
'who  died  in  i8C,o  when  about  fort}  vetirs  of  age. 
They  reared  a ftimily  of  time  ehildreii.  two 
daugiiters  and  a .son.  all  C)f  whom  are  livdng. 

Roliert  V.  Mvors  wa.s  a vouth  of  fifteen  years 
wlien  lie  catuc  with  the  family  to  Pexa.s  and  he 
live*!  upon  the  home  farm  until  after  the  break- 
ing out  of  the  ( 'ivil  war.  In  .\pril.  i8f'>T,  how- 


ever, he  enlisted  in  the  Confederate  service  at 
Celton,  Bell  county,  Texas,  joining  McCol- 
lough’.s  regiment.  This  command,  however, 
was  disbanded  in  the  spring  of  1862  and  was 
reorganized  at  lirownsville,  Texas,  on  the  Rio 
Grande  in  what  was  known  as  the  First  Texas 
Cavalry.  Colonel  P>uchell  commanding.  Mr. 
Myers  was  serving  as  captain  at  the  time  of  the 
formation  of  Colonel  McCoIlough’s  command, 
and  was  the  senior  captain  at  its  dis-organiza- 
tion.  On  the  organization  of  the  First  Texas 
Cavalf}  Mr.  Myers  was  made  major,  hut  at  the 
battle  of  Pleasant  Hill,  Louisiana,  Colonel 
Buchell  was  killed  and  Major  Alyers  was  pro- 
moted to  the  rank  of  lieutenant  colonel.  He 
served  throughout  the  entire  war  and  took  part 
in  a number  of  important  engagements,  includ- 
ing the  battles  of  Mansfield,  Pleasant  Hill,  Man- 
sura,  Peach  Orchard  and  Yellow  Bayou.  This 
was  a series  of  engsgements  that  covered  a 
jH  riod  of  about  Ihirty  vlays  betwet  11  the  Union 
army  under  General  Banks  ami  the  Confeder- 
ate army  under  General  Tavlor.  all  of  the  fight- 
ing taking  i>laee  in  Ixvuisiaiia.  Colonel  Alvcrs 
was  mustered  out  of  service  on  the  24th  of  May. 
1865,  after  having  taken  jiart  in  all  of  the  en- 
gagements of  his  regiment,  while  his  promotion 
from  the  ranks  to  the  lieutenant  colonelcy  came 
to  him  in  recognition  of  his  meritorious  service 
and  valor  upon  the  field  of  battle. 

Following  the  close  of  the  wnr.  ('olonel 
Myers  returned  to  his  borne  in  Bell  count}', 
where  he  remained  for  a number  of  years.  In 
1867  he  and  his  father  engaged  in  the  milling 
bu.siness  on  Salado  Creek  about  seven  miles 
southeast  of  Belton,  the  mill  being  principally 
used  for  the  mamifacture  of  flour.  With  the 
same  water  power  lie  also  put  in  operation  a 
saw  mill  and  cotton  gin,  which  the  firm  con- 
ducted for  a number  of  years.  Mr.  Myers  con- 
tinued in  active  bu.siness  in  that  place  until 
I Sep,  when  he  came  to  Jones  county,  locating 
at  Anson.  During  the  first  three  years  he  fol- 
lowed farming  and  afterward  took  charge  of 
the  Anson  Rt)Iler  Alills,  which  he  operated  for 
about  four  years.  He  was  then  called  to  public 
office,  entering  the  office  of  the  county  sheriff 
and  collector  in  the  cajtacit}'  of  a clerk  under 
A\  . S.  Swan.  There  he  remained  for  eight  years 
or  during  Mr.  Swan's  term  of  service.  In  the 
fall  of  1904  Colonel  Myers  was  elected  connt}' 
clerk  of  fones  comity,  which  position  he  is  now 
capaMv  filling.  No  public  tru.st  reposed  in  him 
has  ever  been  betrayed  and  in  the  ilischargc  of 
hi,>  duties  he  is  proving  a capable  and  reliable 
official. 
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Ill  the  family  of  Colonel  Myers  are  five  chil- 
dren, three  sons  and  two  daiig'hters:  Alice  L.. 
the  wife  of  John  Castles,  of  Baird,  Texas;  Mc- 
Kie  M.,  who  is  a deputy  in  his  {aUier'>  office; 
Ninnie  S. ; Robert  M.;  and  Frank  -VI. 

JAMES  D.  l’ICKE.Y.S.  The  ancestry  of 
James  D.  Pickens,  of  Jones  county,  can  be 
traced  back  to  the  Carolinas.  whence  different 
branches  of  the  family  have  made  their  way 
into  various  states.  Samuel  Pickens,  the  grand- 
father of  our  subject,  removed  from  North  Car- 
olina to  -Alabama,  where  he  .spent  his  remaiiiirig 
days.  One  of  his  .sons,  William  II.  Pickens,  was 
born  in  the  old  North  .state  and  was  a young 
man  when  he  accompanied  his  parents  on  their 
removal  to  Alabama.  Subsecpiently  he  became 
a resident  of  Louisiana  about  1848  or  184P  and 
lived  there  for  onl}-  a few  years,  when  he  re- 
moved to  southern  .Arkansas,  where  his  death 
ocairred  in  i860,  when  he  about  fifty  years  of 
age.  He  was  married  in  1839  Alis.s  Julia  .A. 
Brown  of  l.owndes  county.  Alabama,  represent- 
ing a prominent  family  of  that  .state.  Mrs. 
Pickens,  who  was  born  in  1820,  is  now  living  in 
Fannin  county.  Te-xas.  In  the  family  ivere  nine 
children,  of  whom  six  are  yet  living,  three  hav- 
ing died  in  infancy. 

James  D.  Pickens,  son  of  William  H.  Pick- 
ens, was  born  in  Lowndes  county,  Alabama. 
September  2,  1843.  his  youth  he  had  but 
limited  opportunities,  being  reared  ujion  a small 
farm,  his  parents  being  in  limited  financial  cir- 
cumstances. His  father  died  when  he  was  about 
sixteen  years  of  age,  after  which  he  gave  his 
attention  to  the  many  duties  connected  with 
the  management  of  the  home  place  and  the  im- 
provement of  Uie  land.  His  lime  was  thus  fully 
occupied  until  after  the  inauguration  of  the 
Civil  war.  when  his  [tatriotic  spirit  was  aroused 
and  he  entered  the  Confederate  service  in  the 
early  part  of  that  year,  joining  Company  E of 
the  Third  Arkansas  Infantry.  He  served  the 
most  of  the  time  with  the  .Army  of  Northern 
Virginia,  save  for  a period  of  about  seven 
months,  during  which  he  was  stationed  in  east- 
ern Tennes.see  in  the  vicinity  of  Chattanooga 
and  Knoxville.  In  .April,  1864.  he  returned  to 
the  Virginia  army  and  was  with  his  command  in 
all  of  the  engagements  fought  by  the  Army  of 
Northern  Virginia.  Three  times  lie  wns  wound- 
ed, first  in  the  side  at  Sharpsburg,  second  in  the 
hand  near  Richmond  at  what  was  called  the 
battle  of  Darbytown,  and  third  in  the  leg  in  an 
engagement  near  Bermuda  Hundreds  between 
Richmond  and  Peter.sburg.  He  first  entered  the 


service  as  a private  but  was  elected  second  lieu- 
tenant in  eastern  Tennessee  in  1863,  in  the 
spring  of  1864  was  promoted  to  tlie  rank  of  first 
lieutenant  and  in  the  spring  of  1865  was  com- 
missioned captain.  A few  days  later  the  sur- 
render of  the  southern  forces  occurred  at  .Ap- 
pomattox Courth.ou.se. 

Following  the  close  of  the  war  Captain  Pick- 
ens returned  to  his  home  in  .\rkansas,  where  he 
engaged  in  farming  "on  his  own  account  until 
i86g.  He  then  accepted  a clerkship  with  a large 
mercantile  firm  in  the  city  of  Camden,  Arkansas, 
where  he  resided  until  the  spring  of  1S74.  In 
that  year  he  came  to  Texas  and  emharked  in 
merchandising  on  his  own  acconm  at  Cooper, 
Delta  county,  where  he  resided  for  six  years. 
He  then  went  to  Honey  Grove,  Fannin  countyx 
where  he  was  engaged  in  the  same  business  for 
three  years  and  in  1885  he  arrived  in  Jones 
comity,  w'here  he  made  a permanent  location. 
He  had  made  a prospecting  tour  to  this  county 
the  j'car  before,  after  which  he  returned  to 
Honey  Grove  and  settled  npi  his  bn.siness  In  fore 
removing  his  family  to  Jones  county.  He  con- 
ducted a drug  store  in  .\nson  for  two  \ears, 
but  closed  this  out  because  of  the  hard  limes 
occasioned  by  the  great  drought  in  the  country 
during  the  years  1886  and  1887.  Subsequently 
he  engaged  in  freighting  and  fanning  combined 
with  stock  raising. 

In  1S94  Captain  Pickens  vva.=  called  to  public 
office,  being  elected  county  clerk  <>1  Jones  coun- 
ty, in  which  capacity  he  acceptably  and  credit- 
ably serv'ed  for  ten  consecutive  years.  .Since 
that  lime  he  has  given  his  attention  to  general 
agricultural  pursuits  and  the  raising  of  stock 
and  he  has  a valuable  farm  just  north  of  .Anson 
under  a high  state  of  cultivation.  However,  he 
was  again  called  to  imblic  office  in  .April.  1005, 
when  elected  mav'or  of  tlie  city  of  .An.snn.  He 
brings  to  his  official  duties  the  same  Imsiness- 
like  qualities,  dispatch  and  enterpri-c  which 
have  characterized  the  comlnct  of  his  private 
interests  and  has  therefore  made  a splendid 
record  as  an  official. 

In  September.  1875.  occurred  the  marriage  of 
Captain  Pickens  .and  .Miss  .Mice  M.  Davi.s  of 
Hempstead  county,  Arkansas.  Their  family 
numbers  eight  children,  of  whom  seven  are  now 
living,  namely:  Ettie  Ouida.  Imogcnc,  Ruby. 
Emma  Lynn,  Willie  .May,  James  D.  and  \\  innie 
Davis.  Captain  Pickens  has  been  commander 
of  Anson  camp,  No.  612,  Confederate  Veteran.s 
Association  amost  continuously  from  its  organ- 
ization. He  was  also  lieutenant  colonel  of  his 
regiment,  the  Second  Regiment  of  the  Fifth 
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and  ,->incc  that  lime  has  been  appointed 
inspector  treneral  of  the  Fifth  Brigade  on  the 
staff  of  Gem  ral  B.  B.  Paddock.  Hi.s  affiliation 
nitli  the  Ma.sonic  fraternity  covers  the  inter- 
vening years  from  187J  to  the  jircsent  tiine^nd 
in  his  life  he  exemplifies  the  beneficent  spirit  of 
t!ie  craft  w liicli  is  based  upon  brotherly  kindness 
and  mutual  heljifulness. 

THE  FIRST  NATIONAL  BANK  k)F  AN- 
SON, TE.XAS.  was  organized  in  1804  I’)’  R-  V. 
Colbert  as  a private  banking  institution.  It  was 
purchased  by  C.  H.  Steele  in  l<X)0  and  became 
a national  banking  institution  in  January,  1902. 
under  the  name  of  the  First  National  Bank  of 
,\nson  witli  a capital  stock  of  tliirty  tliousand 
dollars.  .\t  the  present  time  the  bank  has  about 
six  thousand  dollars  in  surplus  ami  profits.  The 
officers  are  C.  H.  Steele,  jiresident;  B.  F.  Bailey, 
vice-jiresideiit,  :aid  J.  J.  Steele,  casliier.  The 
building  which  is  owned  by  the  company  was 
erected  in  up4  an<l  is  a handsome  brick  struc- 
ture, a credit  to  the  town. 

C.  IT.  STEELE,  the  president  of  the  First 
National  Bank  of  Anson  and  a prominent  factor 
in  financial  circles  in  Jones  county,  was  born  in 
CallKum  county,  ^Mississippi,  January  13,  1867. 
His  father,  Ira  il.  Steele,  was  a native  of 
Georgia,  born  near  Decatur,  wliile  the  mother, 
who  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Angie  Armstrong, 
was  a native  of  .Mississippi.  In  1872  the  family 
removed  to  Te.xas,  settling  five  miles  south  of 
Arlington  in  Tarrant  county,  although  the  tow  11 
had  not  yet  been  founded.  Fort  Worth  wa.s  at 
that  time  a small  jdace  and  the  enterpri.se 
and  progress  which  have  wTOught  such  great 
changes  here  were  hardly  noticeable  at  that  pe- 
riod. Ira  M,  .Steele  located  on  a farm  and  has 
since  followed  agricultural  pursuits,  his  home 
being  now  in  Anson.  In  tlie  family  were  six 
children,  three  sons  and  three  daughters,  who 
reached  adult  age. 

Charles  H.  Steele  w'as  only  about  five  years 
old  when  hrouglit  by  his  parents  to  Texas.  His 
early  educational  privileges  were  supplemented 
by  study  in  Granbury  College  at  Granbury, 
Hood  county,  to  which  )>lace  the  family  removed 
fri>in  Tarrant  countv  in  1S84.  His  literary  edu- 
cation iieing  eoinplcled  he  entered  upon  the 
-tiidy  of  l.'uv  with  the  firm  of  Cooper  N Estes  of 
Granbury  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  liefore 
Judge  ('.  K.  Bell,  then  district  judge.  This  was 
in  1880  and  in  l8c)o  Mr.  Steele  entered  uiioii  tlie 
practice  of  law.  In  the  fall  of  that  year  he  was 
elected  countv  attorney  of  Jones  ctiunty  ami 


continued  in  the  office  for  four  years.  In  1895 
he  was  appointed  by  Governor  Culberson  as 
district  attorney  for  the  thirty-ninth  judicial  dis- 
trict to  fill  a vacancy,  and  in  the  fall  of  1896 
fMr.  Steele  was  a candidate  for  the  office,  to 
which  he  wa.s  elected.  He  continued  to  serve 
until  1897,  w'hen  the  district  was  changed  and 
Jones  county  was  placed  in  the  forty-second 
district,  which  was  a means  of  cutting  Mr.  Steele 
out  of  the  district  and  he  resigned.  Since  that 
time  he  has  practiced  his  profession  at  Anson, 
being  associated  a part  of  the  lime  with  J.  P. 
Stinson  under  the  firm  name  of  Steele  & Stinson. 
In  i()02,  however,  iMr.  Stinson  was  elected 
county  attorney  and  the  partnership  was  dis- 
solved. since  which  time  Mr.  Steele  has  been 
alone  in  practice.  He  is  a capable  lawyer  with 
broad  knowledge  of  the  principles  of  juris- 
prudence and  has  won  many  notable  forensic 
victorie>.  In  addition  to  his  law  practice  he  has 
the  management  of  the  First  National  Bank,  of 
which  he  is  the  president. 

On  the  3rd  of  June,  1804,  occurred  the  mar- 
riage of  Mr.  Steele  and  !Miss  Julia  Hale  of  An- 
son, a daughter  of  H.  C.  Hale,  one  of  the  early 
settlers  of  this  portion  of  the  state,  and  they  have 
one  child,  Anne  May  Steele.  Judge  Steele  is  a 
iTieniher  of  the  Knights  of  P\  thias  fraternity  and 
is  also  identified  with  the  lodge  of  the  Wood- 
men of  the  World,  at  .Anson.  .\ii  active  and  suc- 
cessful business  man  and  lawyer,  he  has  worked 
hi.s  wav  upward  to  the  front  ranks  of  his  pro- 
fession in  western  Texas  and  also  occupies  a 
leailing  position  in  financial  circles.  lie  is  w'ell 
known  throughout  the  state  and  has  won  a de- 
sirable reputation  in  the  [iractice  of  both  civil 
and  criminal  law. 

J.  J.  PETTUS.  The  ancestry  of  the  Pettus 
family  can  be  traced  back  to  England,  w'hence 
repre.sentatives  of  the  name  emigrated  to  the 
l/nited  States,  settling  in  Virginia.  John  Pet- 
tus, the  great-great-grandfather  of  our  subject, 
married  .Miss  Susanna  Winston,  a descendant 
of  a distinguished  family.  The  children  of 
tliis  marriage  were:  Thomas  T.,  born  April 

17,  1755:  Sarah,  Scjitcmbcr  7,  1757;  Amos, 
August  17,  1761 ; John  Pettus,  August  17,  1765; 
Susanna.  April  20,  1769;  Overton,  Angn.st  i6. 
1770;  Mary.  December  7.  1772:  Horatio,  April 
15,  1775;  William,  June  9,  1777:  Elizabeth. 
November  n,  1781.  The  descendants  of  these 
ten  children  are  in  almost  every  southern  state, 
being  perhajis  most  numerous  in  Alabama. 
Tennessee,  Texas  and  Mississippi. 

Horatio  Pettus.  the  great-grandfather,  born 
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April  15,  1775 — just  four  day,s  before  the  l)rit- 
tle  which  inaugurated  the  R evolution  a r.y  war 
— ^was  a native  of  Lunenburg-  county,  Virginia, 
and  after  arriving  at  }'ears  of  iiuiturity  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Mi.-^s  Mar}  Poindevler, 
a daughter  of  Phillip  Poindexter,  of  Virginia. 
Their  family  included  Winston  P.  I’ettus,  who 
was  born  in  Charlotte,  Virginia,  on  the  4-l1i  of 
March,  i8ot>.  He  married  Miss  Mav;,  1).  W’il- 
liams,  daughter  <if  .\mos  and  .Mary  \\  ilbauis. 
who  went  to  the  frontier  with  Daniel  rioone. 

Colonel  Thomas  F.  Pettus,  son  of  Winston 
P.  and  Mar}'  D.  Pettus,  wa^  l)e)rn  in  hlorence, 
Lauderdale  county,  Alabama,  .\ngust  te.  i8j8, 
and  remained  in  his  native  state  ditiing  his 
youth  and  earh-  manhood.  He  became  a prom- 
inent factor  in  public  affairs  in  earl}  life  and 
was  elected  doorkeei)er  and  set  geant-at-arms 
of  the  Alabama  senate  for  the  season  of  1851-2. 
The  following  year  he  was  chosen  colonel  of 
the  Eleventh  Regiment  of  Alabama  ^Militia.  A 
stanch  adherent  to  the  princiriles  of  tlic  ^Vhig 
party  during  its  exi.stence  he  did  mu;  Ii  to  nirdd 
public  thoitght  and  opinion  in  the  localities 
with  which  lie  wa.s  connected  and  tlirougiiont 
his  entire  life  has  been  a man  of  influence.  In 
1859  he  removed  to  Mississippi,  settling  in 
Jackson  and  soon  afterward  he  took  up  his 
abode  in  Morton.  Scott  coitnrv,  lUissis.sippi, 
where  he  resided  for  fourteen  years  except  for 
a short  period  spent  as  a memlier  of  the  Con- 
federate Army.  He  raised  tlie  first  company 
that  wa.s  mustered,  in  K-r  war.  INfay  25,  1861, 
and  was  elected  its  captain,  fn  August,  i86i, 
his  company  was  in  Lynchburg  camji  of  i:i- 
struction  and  liecame  C omjiaiiy  H of  the 
Twentieth  Mississippi  Regiment.  P'roni  that 
point  he  was  ordered  to  West  Virginia  witli 
his  troops  and  joined  General  I.ee’s  command. 
He  was  affected  with  hemorrhage  of  the  lungs 
and  for  this  reason  was  discharged  from  the 
service  after  a connection  of  only  a few  months 
with  the  army. 

In  1865  Colonel  Pettus  joined  Major  J.  R. 
Stevens  and  Robert  Willis  in  the  establish- 
ment of  a firm  for  the  conduct  of  a general 
mercantile  enterprise  under  the  .styde  of  Pettus, 
Stevens  & Company,  and  was  identified  with 
its  interests  for  about  six  years,  or  until  1871, 
when  he  sold  out  to  his  partners  and  entered 
into  partnership  with  his  brother,  Horatio  O. 
Pettus.  In  1873  he  removed  lo  Newton,  Mis- 
sissippi, taking  charge  of  the  business  estab- 
lished there  under  the  firm  style  of  Richardson 
& Company.  He  managed  this  until  i88i  and 
in  1883  he  sold  his  interest  to  \V.  P>.  Richard- 
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son,  while  in  1884-5-G  he  engaged  in  the  pur- 
chase of  cotton  as  a commission  merchant.  lie 
was  thus  an  active  factor  in  commercial  cir- 
cles from  the  time  of  his  military  service  until 
1887,  when  he  disposed  of  his  husinc.ss  inter- 
ests upon  receiving  his  ajipointment  to  the 
consulate  in  China.  In  September,  i88t;>,  he 
was  apj>ointed  by  President  Cleveland  consul 
to  Ning-Po  and  arrived  in  Ctiina  in  December 
of  that  year.  He  served  for  four  vears,  or  until 
June.  ],8go.  when  he  was  removed  by  President 
H:uris(m,  tiwing  to  the  change  of  admini>-tra- 
tiori.  He  was  a delegate  to  the  Democi'atic 
nationalcon  vention  in  1884  and  again  and  again 
served  as  a delegate  to  state  conventions  and 
is  widely  recognized  as  an  niflnential  and 
l>romiiient  rejireseritative  of  his  party,  having- 
from  (lie  time  of  the  dissolution  of  the  \\''hig 
party  liecn  a .stanch  adv'ocatc  of  the  Demo- 
cracy, He  has  been  called  to  a number  of  local 
offices,  serving  as  ni.iyor  and  notary  jiublic  of 
.Newton,  Mississippi,  his  election  to  the  former 
office  occurring  in  i8c;2,  t8c>4,  1895,  i8<V>  ^md 
1897.  Following  his  return  from  China  lie  re- 
moved to  Albany,  Texas,  in  March,  1899,  feeling 
that  the  dryer  climate  of  this  state  would  prov'e 
beneficial  to  his  health.  He  was  engaged  in 
the  dry  goods  business  there  from  .the  i.sl  of 
January,  i8ck),  until  August,  n;)04,  when  he  re- 
moved to  Moran,  where  he  has  since  con- 
ducted business  as  a dealer  in  dry  goods  and 
groceries,  being  one  of  the  leading  representa- 
tives of  commercial  interests  in  his  part  of  the 
state.  Tlis  life  has  been  one  of  great  activity, 
actuated  liv  a spirit  of  ilefinite  and  immediate 
service.  He  was  one  of  the  trustees  of  the 
Jackson  ( Mississipjii)  ins.irie  a.sy  lurn,  resign- 
ing that  c)thce  in  January.  189}),  upon  his  re- 
moval to  Texas.  Cohmel  Pettus  is  a worthy 
member  of  the  Methodi.st  Episcop.al  church. 
South,  has  been  identified  with  the  Ivlasonic 
fraternity  since  1851  and  holds  mcmber.ship 
relations  with  the  Knights  of  Pvthias  and  the 
Knights  of  Honor.  His  life  has  been  one  of 
untiring  aclivit}  and  he  has  ever  been  ac- 
corded the  respect  and  honor  of  his  fellow  men 
because  of  an  upright  career  and  fidelity'  to 
every  duty. 

While  living  in  China  Colonel  Pettus  lost 
liis  first  wife,  who  bore  the  maiden  name  of 
Annie  jM.  Cowley  and  was  a daughter  of  the 
late  Steven  (iovvley',  of  '\’’irginia.  Her  birth 
Occurred  in  Portsmouth.  'Virginia,  and  she  died 
in  China  on  the  loth  of  January,  1888,  when 
fortv-seven  years  of  age.  By  this  marriage 
there  were  five  children,  three  sons  and  two 
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daug'liltrs,  of  whoin  two  .sons  ami  a daugliter 
arc  living:  I.  |.  Pcttns,  of  Sweetwater; 
Frank  P,,  of  Moran,  Texas;  and  Mrs.  \V.  C. 
.Saruk-r,?.  of  this  state.  Tho.sc  deceased  are 
F.es.sit-  L.  Ihirke  and  .Stephen  W.  Following  his 
return  fnim  Chin.a  Mr.  Pettns  married  .Mrs. 
Elizabeth  Hart  at  Hot  Spring.s,  Ark?.n,sas,  on 
the  i.'^t  of  .September,  ipoi. 

John  Jones  Peitus,  who  was  born  in  Scott 
county,  Mississifipi,  on  the  191I1  of  October. 
1862.  acquired  his  early  education  in  the  com- 
mon schiX)ls  of  Scott  and  Newton  counties.  At 
the  age  of  liftecn  years  he  entered  Ids  father’s 
store,  receiving-  therein  practical  busine.ss 
training.  He  was  thus  engaged  until  1886, 
when  he  came  to  Texas,  .^pending  one  year  in 
Decatur,  after  wiiich  he  removed  to  Mojave, 
California,  and  for  two  years  was  in  the  em- 
ploy of  the  Southern  Pacific  Railroad  Company 
a,s  billing  clcr.k  in  the  freight  department,  re- 
tuniiiig  thence  to  Decatur,  Texas. 

In  January-,  1S90.  he  formed  a co-partnership 
with  J.  M.  Bennett  and  W.  B.  Portyvood  for 
tlie  conduct  of  a dry  goods  business  at  Wa.xa- 
hacliie,  Texas,  under  the  style  of  Bennett, 
Pettus  & Company.  He  sold  out  to  his  part- 
ner.s  and  in  1892  he  formed  a partncrsldp  yvith 
his  father  and  conducted  a dry  goods  business 
in  .Kansas  City*.  IMissouri,  under  the  style  of 
Pettus  & Company. 

C)n  Ih.e  21.SI.  of  February,  r8<)4.  Mr.  Pettus 
was  married  to  liliss  Rose  Lillard.  a daughter 
of  J.  W.  Lillard.  then,  of  Nevada,  Missouri.  In 
iSpo  he  rem<.)ved  to  .Albany,  Texas,  where  lie 
became  nmnager  of  a dry  goods  store  and  sub- 
sequently' lie  conducted  similar  enterjiri.ses  in 
Abilene  and  Merkel.  In  .March,  i(>oi,  he  came 
to  Sweetwater,  where  he  entered  into  partner- 
ship yviih  S.  A.  sdllard,  of  Decatur,  and  they 
purchased  the  dry'  goods  stock  of  Wight  & 
McIIan.  In  1902  they  erected  their  present 
building,  which  wa,s  constructed  of  rock  and 
is  located  in  tlie  center  of  the  business  district 
of  the  city.  They  do  both  a retail  and  jobbing 
business  under  the  firm  style  of  Lillard  & 
Pctrius,  Init  in  their  advertisements  are  known 
as  the  Sweetwater  iMercantile  Company.  Their 
trade  is  dray-vn  from  a wide  area  covering  sev- 
eral counties  and  theirs  is  the  largest  mercan- 
tile I'Kmse  in  this  part  of  the  state.  In  connec- 
ti‘  -n  with  their  store  they  also  own  a ranch  in 
Nc)].';n  coumy'  and.  are  quire  extensive  dealers 
in  horses,  mules  and  caitle.  Tlieir  business 
mctliod.s  are  in  keeqnng  with  modem  ideas  of 
progres.s  and  V'vill  bear  the  closest  investiga- 
tion and  scrutiny.  I’^tilization  of  o])])ort unity' 


and  an  earnest  desire  to  please  their  patrons, 
straightforward  dealing  at  all  times  and  unre- 
mitting diligence  are  tlie  strong  and  salient 
characteristics  in  the  business  career  of  the 
.Syveetwater  Mercantile  Company'. 

L'nlo  Mr.  and  i\lrs,  Pettus  have  been  born 
four  children,  three  sons  and  a datighter, 
Thomas  Warren,  .Annie  Alargaret,  John  Jones, 
Jr.,  and  Thurmond  Lillard.  Fraternally'  Mr. 
Pettus  is  connected  with  the  Alasonic  lodge 
and  chapter  at  Syvcctyvatcr,  yvith  the  com- 
manclcry  at  Abilene  and  with  Hella  Temple  of 
the  Alystic  .Shrine.  lie  also  affiliates  with  the 
Knight.s  of  Pythias  and  the  Woodmen  of  the 
World.  A typical  American  business  man, 
alert  and  enterprising,  he  has  steadily'  worked 
Ids  way'  upward  in  commercial  circles  from 
the  position  of  a humble  employe  until  he 
stands  at  the  head  of  one  of  the  large  mercan- 
tile e.stablishmeuts  of  western  Te.xas,  having 
the  entire  management  of  the  business.  Ener- 
getic and  reliable,  he  possesses  in  large  degree 
those  qualities  that  are  essential  to  success  and 
has  found  that  prosperity  is  ambitions  answer. 

IIORRA’  -A.  W.ARD,  filling  tlie  po.sition  of 
county  treasurer  in  June.*;  counly,  is  also  the 
owner  of  y'alnalile  landed  intere.'-t.s  here,  and  by' 
taking  advantage  of  condiiions  and  improving 
his  o]»portunities  he  has  steadily  worked  his  way' 
upward  to  a position  of  affluence.  He  is  a 
native  of  Jiorthern  Tenne.ssee,  having  been  born 
ill  M'eakley  county  on  the  1st  of  June.  1849. 
His  father  was  Simeon  Ward,  a natii'e  of  Harde- 
man county,  Tennessee,  but  reared  in  Henry 
couiiLv,  that  state.  The  family  originally  came 
from  eitlier  North  Carolina  or  \ irginia.  The 
mother  of  our  subject  bore  the  maicleii  name 
of  Elizabeth  AIcAdoo  and  was  of  Scotch  Irish 
descent  and  yvas  born  in  Henry  c<.ninty,  Terme.s- 
,src,  her  parents  having  removed  to  that  locality 
from  North  Carolina.  Airs.  Ward  became  the 
It  other  of  ten  children,  four  of  whom  reached 
adult  age,  and  her  deatli  occurred  on  the  1st  of 
January,  1870.  Simeon  Ward  afterward  mar- 
ried again,  his  scctmcl  union  being  with  Airs. 
.Susan  Meadiam,  iicc  Boaz,  now  deceased.  His 
death  occurred  on  the  9th  of  November,  1876, 
.and  Tie  is  .survived  by'  one  son  of  the  second  mar- 
riage. 

.iiorry'  A.  Ward  was  reared  upon  his  father’s 
farm,  and  made  his  home  there  until  the  time  of 
his  marriage.  When  a boy  he  attended  the 
country  schools  of  his  neighborhood  for  a feyv 
months  during  the  winter  seasons  until  he  was 
old  enough  to  make  a liand  on  the  farm.  When 
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he  was  eighteen  years  of  age  his  fatlier  again 
gave  him  opporttinity  of  attcinling  school  and 
for  ten  months  he  again  g'ave  his  attention  to 
study,  but  this  was  about  all  of  the  education  he 
ever  received  in  the  school  room.  'J  hrough  ex- 
perience and  observation,  however,  he  has 
learned  many  valuable  lessons  and  has  become  a 
practiail  business  man. 

On  the  30th  of  November,  i86y,  l\Ir,  Ward 
was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Sarah  M.  Taylor, 
a native  of  Mar.shall  county,  Tennessee,  and  a 
daughter  of  Frederick  Taylor,  one  of  the  early 
settlers  of  that  state.  The  young  couple  began 
their  domestic  life  upon  bis  father's  farm  and 
he  assisted  in  its  development  and  imprtjvemeut, 
while  his  wife  attended  to  the  household  duties. 
Later  he  removed  to  a farm  of  his  own,  on  which 
he  re.sideci  until  he  was  more  than  ihirty-orie 
years  of  age,  when  he  disposed  of  his  iiiterests 
in  Tennessee  and  came  to  Texas,  settling  in 
Jones  county  in  1S81.  Ife  made  a claim  and 
after  the  land  was  placed  on  tlie  market  pur- 
chased the  property  in  1883.  He  has  since 
owned  a number  of  farms,  purchasing  a tract 
upon  which  he  would  make  improvements  and 
then  sell.  In  this  way  lie  has  realized  cpiite  a 
handsome  sum  of  money  on  his  inve.stments  and 
was  enabled  to  discharge  all  of  bis  indebted- 
ness. When  the  countr,-  became  sutficiesitly 
settled  to  make  profitable  the  introduction  of  a 
cotton  gin  he  turned  his  attention  to  the  pro- 
duction or  cotton  and  small  grain,  after  the  in- 
troduction of  farm  machinery  and  other  imple- 
ments, and  his  own  farm  labor  became  more 
profitable  as  the  crops  could  be  handled  to  bet- 
ter advantage.  He  has  made  judiciotus  inve.st- 
ment  in  real  estate,  the  price  of  wliicb  has 
apprcciatid  as  the  country  has  become  more 
thickly  settled  until  he  now  owns  some  valu- 
able farming  land,  all  under  improvement  and 
situated  near  the  town  of  .\nson.  Its  siilendid 
condition  is  due  to  h’is  earne.sl  efforts  and  inde- 
fatigable energy  and  he  is  accounted  one  of  the 
representative  agriculturists  of  the  community. 

In  the  meantime  Mr.  'Ward  has  reared  an 
interesting  family,  utirnbering  three  sons  and 
five  daughters,  namely;  Edith  A.,  tlie  wife  of 
A.  S.  Barkley ; Sim  Bred,  who  is  married  and 
resides  in  Sterling  county;  Agnes.,  the  wife  of 
W,  L.  Logan:  Lewis  T.;  ilyrtle  the  wife  of 
Dan  Frey;  Mattie  L;  Avah  K.,  and  Joseph  C. 
In  the  fall  of  1904  I\Ir.  Ward  was  elected  county 
treasurer  of  Jones  county,  which  position  he 
now  fills,  and  in  the  discharge  of  his  duties  he  is 
found  reliable  and  faithful,  having  systematized 
the  work  of  the  office  and  carrying  it  on  along 
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progressive  and  business-like  lines.  He  belongs 
to  the  Masonic  fraierniiy  and  he  aiiil  his  family 
are  all  cormcctcd  with  ihe  Methodist  church. 
They  are  held  in  lugh  esteem  in  the  community, 
their  social  reiation.s  winning  them  the  warm  re- 
gard of  tlie  best  class  of  citizens. 

CHARLES  C.  BB.RRELL,  an  active  mem- 
ber uf  the  legal  profession  of  Jones  county  now 
l>racticing  in  Anson,  was  born  at  .Marion,  Will- 
iamson county,  Illinois,  011  the  j8tb  of  April, 
1859.  His  father,  Kev,  Wilfred  Ferrell,  was  a 
native  (>f  Raleigh,  North  Carolina,  and  became 
a missionary  Baptist  ])reacher,  his  field  of  labor 
being  Kentucky,  Tennessee  and  southern  Illi- 
nois. He  was  married  in  Tennessee  to  Mi.ss 
Blliza  Jane  Smitii,  who  was  horn  and  reared  in 
-Mbemarle  contuy,  \ irginia.  He  wa.s  sialiemed 
in  Smith  county  near  Nasluillc,  Tennessee, 
where  he  was  married  and  from  that  place  he 
made  his  cu.-^tomary  rounds  throug-h  tlie  coun- 
try.  jirock'.iniing  the  go.^peI  to  the  settle^^.  Later 
he  removed  to  lllinoi-s.  settling  in  Marion,  Will- 
iamson county,  about  sixty  miles  ne>rth  and 
ea.st  of  Cairo,  and  on  leaving  that  state  he  came 
to  Texas  in  1859.  establishing  his  liome  near 
^farshall  in  Harrison  county.  There  lie  pur- 
chased ,a  farm  and  akso  embarked  in  merchan- 
dising on  iii.s  place,  wlu.-re  the  town  of  Hallviile 
was  afterward  built.  He  was  associated  in  this 
venture  with  his  brotlier-iii-law.  Dr.  W. 
Smith,  and  he  successfully  carried  on  business 
there  Up  to  the  time  of  Iii.s  deatli,  which  occurred 
in  April.  TS85.  In  the  meantime  he  devoted 
many  hours  each  week  to  religious  work, 
preaching  the  gospel  In  various  cluirches  and 
localities,  although  lie  never  accepted  any  pay 
for  his  services  in  this  direction.  Hi;  was  a most 
earnest  and  consistent  Christian  man,  his  life 
being  filled  with  good  deeds,  so  that  his  memory 
is  cherished  and  revered  by  all  who  knew  him. 
He  was  twice  married,  liis  second  wife  passing 
away  in  Auginsl,  iSpb.  I’v  this  uiiiim  were  four 
suns,  all  I'f  whom  reached  maiihooil  and  are  yet 
living. 

This  number  includes  diaries  C.  B'crrell,  who 
was  less  than  a year  old  when  Iii.s  parents  re- 
moved from  Illinois  to  Texas.  He  was  reared 
at  his  father's  lu>me  near  Marshall,  and  he  com- 
jileted  a high  school  course  of  ,-tudy  111  Ilallville. 
while  later  he  liecanie  a student  in  Waco,  now 
Baylor,  University.  Subsequently  he  matricu- 
lated in  the  state  univorsiry  at  .-\tistiu  for  the 
purpose  of  preparing  for  the  bar  and  was  grad- 
uated from  the  law  department  in  the  class  of 
1887.  Thus  well  equipped  for  Ins  chosen  life 
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work,  lie  practiced  for  a year  in  Austin,  enter- 
ing' lilt  law  office  of  John  Dovi  ell,  with  whom  he 
was  associated  in  his  ])rofessional  duties.  At 
that  time  the  western  and  northern  portion  of 
the  Slate  was  enjoying  an  era  of  rapid  growth 
and  gratifying  prosperity  and  associating  him- 
self with  J.  H.  Hargrave,  who  had  been  a fellow 
student  with  him  while  in  the  university  at  Aus- 
tin, he  went  to  Greenvijle,  Hunt  county,  and 
together  as  I'ariner.s  they  practiced  law  until 
Januarx  i,  1890.  Mr.  Ferrell  tlien  decided  to 
change  his  location  in  the  hope  of  enjoying  a 
more  congenial  climate  and  removing  to  Jones 
county  located  at  An.son,  where  he  has  since 
been  an  active  member  of  the  liar.  In  his 
law  practice  he  has  made  a creditalde  record  by 
reason  of  his  analytical  power,  h'lgical  deduc- 
tions and  clear  and  cogent  reasoning, 

Mr.  Ferrell  was  married  February  25,  1902,  to 
Miss  Rosa  D.  Freeman,  .1  native  of  this  state, 
born  in  Austin.  Mr.  Ferrell  has  about  twenty’- 
five  hundred  acres  of  land  pleasantly'  situated 
sixteen  miles  northwest  of  Anson  in  Jones 
county,  of  which  thirteen  hundred  acres  are 
under  cultivation,  constituting  one  of  the  best 
farms  in  the  state  of  Texas,  He  belongs  to  the 
Knights  of  Pythias  lodge  at  Abilene  and  is  a 
mcmlicr  of  the  lilissionary  Baptist  churcli.  Fie 
displays  excellent  business  ability  in  the  con- 
trol of  his  agricultural  interests,  while  in  his 
profession  he  is  making  substantial  advance- 
ment and  gaining  a most  creditable  place  as  a 
legal  practitioner, 

\\TLLT.\M  H.  HOLLIS,  the  present  sheriff 
of  Jones  county  and  one  of  its  prominent  citi- 
zens, represents  an  old  family  that  settled  in 
the  state  at  any  early  day.  His  father.  Thomas 
H.  Hollis,  was  a practicing  physician  in  Texas 
for  many  years  and  served  as  a surgeon  in  the 
Confederate  army  during  the  Civil  war.  He  was 
a native  of  Tennessee  and  when  a young  man 
came  to  Texas  with  his  paretits,  arriving  here 
about  1838,  long  before  the  adrni.^.sion  of  the 
state  into  the  Union.  He  settled  in  San  Aug- 
ustine where  the  old  Hollis  home  Is  still  stand- 
ing. At  the  time  of  hostilities  between  the 
north  and  the  south  he  espoused  the  cause  of 
the  latter  and  enlisted  in  Walker’s  Division  of 
Texas  Cavalry  as  a surgeon,  rendering  valuable 
aid  to  the  soldiers  of  the  Confederacy'  who  were 
v.'ounded  upon  the  field  of  battle  or  became  ill 
because  of  the  rigours  and  hardships  of  war. 
A more  c.xtcnded  account  of  Dr.  Hollis  will  be 
found  on  another  page  of  this  work  in  connec- 
tion with  the  sketch  of  Dr.  L.  W.  Hollis. 


William  H.  Hollis  was  born  in  San  .Augustine, 
Texas,  October  i,  1859,  the  eldest  mem- 

ber of  the  father’s  family.  Following  the  close 
of  the  war  the  family  removed  to  Nacogdoches, 
Texas',  where  !Mr.  Hollis  of  this  review  spent 
the  greater  part  of  his  boy'hood  and  youth.  He 
attended  school  there  and  remained  at  home 
until  about  the  time  he  attained  his  majority'-. 
Before  the  Texas  & F’acific  Railroad  was  built 
through  the  state  he  came  to  western  Texas  in 
company  with  his  brother,  Dr.  Hollis.  This  was 
in  the  year  1878,  when  all  the  western  country' 
was  ill  its  primeval  condition.  Only  here  and 
there  was  an  occasional  ranch  and  there  were 
long  distances  between  the  scttlement.s.  Mr. 
Hollis  obtained  employment  with  some  of  the 
ranch  owners  handling  horse.s  and  cattle,  being 
thus  employed  for  some  time.  In  1886  he  became 
deputy  sheriff  of  Jones  county  under  George  A. 
Scarborough,  who  was  then  sheriff  and  who  was 
afterward  killed  in  ilexico.  He  acted  in  that 
c.apacity  at  a time  when  there  was  a large  rough 
clement  in  the  country  such  as  is  always  found  in 
a pioneer  district,  but  he  proved  a brave  and 
courageous  officer,  acting  a.s  deputy  for  two 
years  under  I\Ir.  Scarborough  and  also  under 
his  successor,  E.  M.  Tyson,  for  a period  of  six 
years.  In  the  fall  of  1904  Air.  Hollis  was  elect- 
ed sheriff  of  Jones  county  and  is  now  acting  in 
that  capacity,  having  been  well  qualified  for  the 
office  during  his  previous  service  a.s  deputy. 
During  the  interval  which  elapsed  after  his  re- 
tirement from  the  office  of  deputy  until  his  elec- 
tion to  the  ))ositioii  of  sheriff,  covering  a period 
of  ten  or  twelve  years.  Air.  Hollis  secured  a farm 
about  seven  miles  southeast  of  .Anson  and  de- 
voted his  time  to  the  cultivation  of  his  land  and 
the  further  improvement  of  the  property. 

On  the  15th  of  July',  1897,  occurred  the  mar- 
riage of  William  H,  Hollis  and  Ali.ss  Lula  AI. 
Hunter,  a daughter  of  C.  S.  Hunter.  She  is  a 
native  of  .Alabama  l.mt  was  reared  to  woman- 
hood in  this  state  and  by'  her  marriage  has  be- 
come the  iTiotlier  of  txvo  sons  and  a daughter, 
namelv:  William  H.,  Charles  T.,  and  Hattie  K. 
Holli.s' 

Air,  Hollis  has  been  a permanent  resident  of 
the  county  .since  he  first  made  his  \v.ay'  into  this 
part  of  the  .state  and  during  the  many  changes 
that  have  taken  place  he  lia.s  not  only  been  a 
constant  observer  but  b.;is  .also  aided  in  the  work 
C’f  pro.gress  and  improvement.  He  thoroughly' 
knows  the  conditions  and  characteri.stics  of  the 
country  and  of  its  people,  and  during  the  years 
of  his  residence  here  he  has  seen  the  rougher 
element  almost  entirely  disappear,  being  re- 
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placed  by  an  enlightened  civilization  and  a law- 
abiding  citizenship.  As  a public  official  he  ha.s 
won  high  encomiums,  no  shadow  of  wrong  or 
su.spicion  of  evil  darkening  his  pathway  in  the 
performance  of  his  public  duties.  • 

JAMES  iMAXWELL  is  by  birth  a .son  of 
Tennessee,  by  adoption  of  Texas,  the  greater 
part  of  his  life,  however,  having  been  passed  in 
the  latter  state.  He  was  born  in  Polk  county, 
Tennessee.  July  23,  1852,  and  his  father,  Reuben 
Maxwell,  was  likewise  a native  of  that  state.- 
While  living  there  he  was  engaged  in  educa-' 
tional  work  for  some  time  and  he  also  serc'cd  as 
justice  of  the  peace  in  Polk  county.  About 
1831  he  was  married  there  to  Miss  Rachael 
Bond,  likewise  a native  of  Tennessee  and  a 
(laughter  of  Amon  Bond,  who  with  liis  family 
started  for  Texas  the  day  after  his  daughter's 
marriage.  He  settled  in  Cherokee  count}',  there 
devoting  his  attention  to 'the  st(jck  raising  in 
(Itistry  and  when  the  settlers  began  raising  cot- 
ton in  the  hjcality  he  left  the  county  and  went  to 
Hood  county.  He  was  a member  of  the  advance 
guard  that  opened  up  the  state  to  civilization, 
being  the  means  of  inducing  other  settlers  to 
come  to  Texas.  He  was  one  of  the  first  to 
locate  on  the  west  side  of  the  Brazos  river  in 
Hood  county.  Reuben  IMaxwcll  and  his  family, 
then  mimbering  wife  and  four  children,  followed 
the  Bond  family'  in  1B59,  also  locating  in  HckhI 
county.  Mr.  INIaxwell  settled  on  land  that  i.s 
now  within  three  hundred  yards  of  where  the 
college  stands  in  the  city  of  Granbury  and  at 
that  place  lie  made  his  home  until  after  the 
breaking  out  of  the  Civil  war  in  1S61.  The  fol- 
lowing year  he  enlisted  in  the  Confederate  army, 
but  as  be  was  in  delicate  health  be  was  nnable 
to  stand  the  hardships  of  military  life  and  dietl 
soon  afterward  in  the  service.  At  that  time 
the  grandfather  Bond  joined  the  Maxcvell  hoy  s 
in  an  attempt  to  make  a li\  iiig  through  general 
farming  and  stock  raising.  It  wa.s  at  a period 
when  western  Texas  was  still  a pioneer  district. 
At  times  they  would  encounter  Indians  who  in- 
habited the  country,  and  on  one  occasi(^n  James 
Maxwell,  when  going  to  mill  with  his  twin  broth- 
er abimt  eight  miles  from  home,  discovered  a 
small  band  of  Indians  whom  they  siqiposed 
were  coining  toward  them.  Tliey  were  small 
hoys  at  the  time  and,  not  wishing  to  have  any 
trouble.  James  Maxwell  concluded  that  he 
would  ride  the  old  blind  horse  that  he  was  on 
to  the  cedar  brakes  along  the  bank  of  the  river 
and  there  leave  him  and  make  his  escape  as  best 
he  could,  but  in  the  meantime  the  Indians  had 


become  scared  away,  probably  by  a band  of 
cowboys  near  by,  and  instead  of  making  toward 
the  two  lads  turned  and  rode  in  another  direc- 
tion. 

James  Maxwell  continueil  to  reside  in  Hood 
county  until  after  he  had  attained  his  majority. 
He  was  married  there  tn  .Miss  Ellen  Gafford, 
who  was  reared  in  Arkansas,  the  wedding  being- 
celebrated  January  8,  1873.  The  young  couple 
began  their  domestic  life  in  Hood  county,  -where 
they  remained  until  i8uo,  Mr.  .Maxwell  devoting 
his-  time  and  energies  to  fanning  and  stock  rais- 
ing. In  that  year,  however,  he  dis[ioscd  of  his 
business  intere.sts  there  and  with  his  family  came 
to  Jones  county,  where  be  piircha.'cd  land  and 
was  engaged  in  farming  and  stock  raising  until 
i8(/).  In  that  year  he  abandoned  agricultural 
[lursuits  and  removed  to  -'\iison.  where  he  turned 
bis  attentiem  to  the  hotel  business,  erecting  a 
hotel  which  he  conducted  successfully  until  the 
time  of  the  big-  fire  which  occurred  on  the  8tb 
of  January  , ICK>4-  His  hostelry  was  then  entire- 
ly destroyed  and  other  valuable  property  which 
he  otvncd  in  the  city  was  sacrificed  to  the  coii- 
flagrati'm.  In  the  tall  of  the  same  year  .Mr. 
?da-xwell  was  callc<l  to  public  office  by  bis  fellow- 
U)Wnsincn,  who  elected  him  to  the  position  of 
county  assessor  of  Jones  county,  in  which  capa- 
city lie  has  since  acceptably  served. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  IVIaxwell  was 
Messed  with  seven  children,  of  whom  three  are 
now  living,  Reiibcii,  Ora  B.  and  Pearl.  The  first 
mentioned  enlisted  ior  service  in  the  .Spanish 
.\merican  war  and  was  witli  his  ccmiinand 
throughout  the  period  of  ho.-tilities,  being  sta- 
tioned fir.st  at  Porto  Rico  and  afterward  in  Cuba, 
where  he  was  in  active  duty  when  the  war 
closed.  Mr.  f\Iaxwcll  has  Itelonged  to  the  .Ma- 
sonic fraternity  for  about  twenty  years  and  has 
filled  all  of  the  more  impiartant  chairs  in  the 
Blue  lodge.  For  a quarter  of  a century  he  has 
bc'cn  a member  of  the  Methodi.-.t  church  and  is 
consistent  in  his  religious  -ciew-.s  and  in  his  ad- 
herenev  to  the  [)rinciples  and  teachings  of  the 
churcli, 

EZEKIEL  J.  HOFF.MAN,  The  subject  of 
this  personal  review  has  ior  the  past  twenty 
yw-ars  been  connected  w-ith  the  agricultural 
and  grazing  interests  of  Clay  county'.  In  the 
y'car  ISB.'i  he  located  on  Red  river  near  Ben- 
venue,  where  he  began  the  inijirovement  of 
a tract  of  raw'  prairie  purchased  from  John 
Jones.  To  the  cultivation  and  improvement  of 
this  he  devoted  himself  assiduously  and  he 
broke  it,  fenced  it  and  put  u(i  a dwelling  and 
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shelter  for  stock.  His  farm  embraces  a half 
section  and  is  one  of  the  desirable  and  fertile 
ones  of  Clay  county. 

But  ]\Ir.  Hoffman’s  advent  to  the  Lone  Star 
state  antedates  his  location  in  Clay  county,  as 
he  rnij^rated  here  when  a youth  in  his  teens  and 
began  life  on  the  frontier  as  a cowboy,  which 
occupation  then  offered  a life  of  excitement, 
an  opportunity  to  lay  up  some  money  and  an 
opportunity  to  be  connected  with  about  all 
the  industry  there  was  in  the  state  at  that  time. 
Among  his  first  employers  was  Mr.  Loring, 
who  had  an  extensive  ranch  in  Cooke  county, 
and  he  accompanied  many  cattle  drives  to  the 
early  shipping  point  for  Te.xas,  Abilene,  Kan- 
sas. 

Cooke  county  just  after  the  rebellion  was  not 
far  from  the  advance  guard  of  settlement  in 
Texas  and  it  was  often  the  scene  of  bloody 
encounters  with  hostile  Comanches.  On  one 
occasion  Mr.  Hoffman  witnessed  an  Indian  at- 
tack on  a “mover  wagon"  containing  James 
Box  and  family  and  saw  Mr.  Box  killed  and 
his  family  carried  away  into  captivity,  and 
himself  powerless  to  render  aid.  The  nature 
of  his  work  brought  Mr.  Hoffman  into  close 
contact  with  the  red  man  of  the  plains  and 
in  Texas,  as  in  the  Territory  later  on,  he  joined 
in  the  chase  either  to  avenge  some  murder  or 
to  recover  stampeded  and  stolen  property.  In 
the  latter  sixties  Mr.  Hoffman  left  Texas  and 
became  identified  with  the  Indian  country 
about  Forts  Sill  and  Reno  and  was  absent  from 
the  state  about  eighteen  years.  /\s  in  Texas 
he  was  connected  with  the  cattle  industry  and 
worked  six  years  with  a party  who  had  the  con- 
tract for  supplying  the  army  post  with  beef. 
He  afterward  filled  two  contracts  of  this  char- 
acter himself,  one  at  Fort  .Sill  and  the  other  at 
Fort  Reno,  and  in  1884,  with  about  S.3,000.00  as 
the  accumulations  of  his  years  of  effort,  re- 
turned to  Texas  and  undertook  the  making 
of  a farm  in  Clay  county. 

Ezekiel  J.  Hoffman  was  born  in  Wilkes  coun- 
ty, X'orth  Carolina,  June  C,  IStd.  Andrew  J. 
Hoffman,  his  father,  passed  his  life  as  a farmer, 
made  a trip  to  Texas  some  treats  before  the 
Civil  war  and  finallr-  brought  his  family  west 
to  Benton  county,  Arkansas,  and  located  there. 
He  and  one  of  his  sons  enlisted  in  the  Confeder- 
ate army,  where  he  was  a teamster,  and  both 
were  lost  track  of  before  the  war  ended.  Sa- 
rah Crane  became  the  wife  of  Andrew  J.  Floff- 
nian  and  she  died  just  east  of  Gainesville  in 
iS-lb,  leaving  children:  Abigail,  deceased; 

James  Wh.  Elizabeth,  and  Ezekiel  J.,  our  sub- 
ject. 


Little  education  was  obtained  by  Ezekiel 
Hoffman  and  he  was  forced  to  provide  his  own 
living  at  a very  early  age.  At  fourteen  years 
he  became  a plainsman  after  cattle,  and  he  was 
essentially  that  for  twenty-five  years.  He  mar- 
ried in  Clay  county  Septemlier  6,  1885,  Mary, 
a daughter  of  G.  W.  and  Mary  A.  (Johnson) 
Simmons  and  widow  of  Albert  G.  Blan- 
chard. The  Simmons  were  from  Virginia 
to  Tennessee  and  thence  to  Texas.  Of  their 
four  children  Mrs.  Hoffman  is  the  sole  survivor. 
Six  children  have  been  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Hoffman,  namely:  Henry  IT;  Ethel  N.,  Dwitt, 
deceased  at  six  years ; Sidney  and  Bessie, 
twins,  and  Josiah. 

In  politics  Mr.  Hoffman  has  tenaciously  re- 
mained with  the  faith  of  Jackson  and  has  sup- 
ported Democratic  principles  without  fear  or 
hope  or  expectation  of  favors. 

THOMAS  D.  GOODWIN,  one  of  the  sub- 
stantial citizens  of  Jones  county,  who  came  here 
at  an  early  day  and  is  still  living  in  the  locality 
where  he  took  up  his  abode,  was  bom  in  Ceru- 
lean Springs,  Trigg  county,  Kentucky,  October 
28,  1848.  His  father,  Robert  S.  Goodwin,  was 
born  March  2g,  1811,  in  the  same  locality  and 
tlie  graiulfalhcr,  Samuel  Goodwin,  came  from 
X'orth  Carolina,  establishing  his  home  at  Cent- 
Itan  Springs  at  an  early  day.  He  obtained  a 
patent  to  the  land  from  the  stale  and  the  old 
homestead  is  still  in  possession  of  some  of  his 
descendants.  Robert  S.  Goodwill  lived  for  sev'- 
eral  years  at  Hopkinsville,  Christian  county, 
Kentucky,  after  which  he  returned  to  Trigg 
county  and  subsequently  made  his  home  there 
up  to  the  time  of  his  death,  following  the  occu- 
pation of  farming.  He  died  March  19,  1885, 
respected  by  all  who  knew  him.  His  wife,  who 
bore  the  maiden  name  of  Nancy  Jane  Blaklcy, 
was  horn  ,\ugust  8,  1819,  near  Cerulean  Springs 
and  died  there  November  30,  1854.  By  her 
marriage  she  became  the  mother  of  seven  chil- 
dren. of  whom  three  sons  and  a daughter 
readied  adult  age.  Chie  of  the  sons,  Robert  S. 
Goodw  in,  the  youngest  of  the  family,  is  now  liv- 
ing in  Anson,  Te.xas. 

Thomas  D.  Goodwin  was  reared  at  the  old 
home  place  in  Kentucky  where  his  father's  birth 
occurred  and  acquired  a fair  education  in  his 
youth.  He  was  about  thirteen  years  of  age  at 
tlie  time  of  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  war.  Prior 
to  this  he  had  worked  upon  the  home  farm  and 
liad  assisted  in  putting  in  two  or  three  crops. 
Just  after  the  battle  of  Fort  Donclson.  Tennes- 
see. the  federal  forces  under  General  Grant 
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passed  along  the  Cumberland  river  and  cut  off 
all  communications  between  the  nortli  .and  the 
south,  after  which  there  was  no  opportunity  to 
make  one’s  way  beyond  the  established  line. 
Mr.  Goodwin  desired  to  join  the  southern  army 
but  because  of  this  line  was  prevented  from  do- 
ing so.  His  father  w^as  a sympathizer  of  the 
Confederate  cause  and  refused  to  take  the  oath 
of  allegiance  to  the  Federal  government,  for 
which  reason  he  w'as  arrested  and  taken  to  a 
Federal  prison,  being  incarcerated  for  three 
years.  The  country'  was  infested  with  guerillas 
w^ho  were  both  northern  and  southern  men  and 
the  entire  country  was  devastaled  by  the  con- 
tending armies  and  these  marauding  bands  of 
soldiers,  wRo  really  belonged  to  neither  side. 
Horses  were  taken  and  everything  about  the 
place  that  could  be  of  use  to  the  army,  and  by 
reason  of  this  the  Goodwin  family  were  soon  left 
in  destitute  circumstances.  The  last  year  in 
wdtich  the  father  was  in  prison  the  family  for- 
tunes had  been  so  reduced  that  they  had  cmly 
one  yoke  of  oxen  and  an  okl  horse  left  upon  the 
place.  Thomas  D.  Goodwin,  being  the  eldest 
son,  was  doing  his  best  with  what  was  left  to 
make  a living  for  the  other  children.  In  the 
w'inter  of  1863  and  ’64,  about  the  time  the  father 
was  released  from  prison,  the  last  horse  w'as 
taken,  leaving  only  the  yoke  of  oxen.  As  the 
result  of  his  confinement  in  prison.  Robert  S. 
Goodwin  was  in  poor  health  and  was  unable  to 
do  the  W'ork  which  had  formerly  engaged  his 
attention.  Before  the  war  he  was  a man  of  con- 
siderable means  and  a kindly  and  generous 
spirit  prompted  him  to  go  security  for  several 
of  his  friends.  About  the  time  the  war  closed 
the  creditors  came  upon  him  and  were  going  to 
force  payment  by  selling  the  farm.  Young 
Thomas  Goodwin,  how^ever,  prevailed  upon 
them  to  withhold  judgment,  saying  that  if  given 
a chance  he  would  pay-  c>ff  the  indebtedness 
himself.  The  proposition  was  accepted  and  in 
due  time,  through  unremitting  diligence  and 
con.stant  application,  he  accomplished  this  great 
self-imposed  task.  The  debts  were  entirely  paid 
off.  and  in  addition  a new  house  was  built  for 
his  father  that  he  might  have  a comfortable 
home  in  his  declining  years. 

Mr.  Goodwin  of  this  review  married  and  re- 
mained at  the  old  home  place  up  to  the  time  he 
was  thirty  years  of  age.  He  then  came  to 
Texas  in  1882,  settling  in  Jones  county,  where 
he  has  since  made  his  home.  He  built  a part 
of  his  present  residence  and  has  since  added 
to  it,  and  here  he  has  maintained  his  abode, 
taking  an  active  part  in  the  development  of  the 


community  through  his  activity  in  business  life 
and  his  co-operation  in  many  public  measures. 
In  1888  he  was  elected  assessor  of  Jones  county 
and  filled  the  position  for  si.x  years,  during 
which  time  he  prefiared  the  best  tax  roll  that  had 
been  made  in  the  county-  up  to  the  time  of  his 
retirement  from  the  office.  In  1896  he  embarked 
in  the  hardware  and  implement  business  at  An- 
son, carrying  on  bi,s  store  with  good  success 
until  1902,  w hen  he'  sold  out,  since  which  time 
he  ha.s  largely  lived  retired.  He  is,  however, 
regarded  as  one  of  the  substantial  business  men 
of  the  western  comitry  and  has  carried  forward 
to  profitable  conclusion  nearly  everything  that  has 
claimed  his  attention.  His  success  be  attributes 
to  the  early  lessons  of  economy  which  he  was 
forced  to  learn  and  practice  when  a boy,  having 
experiences  such  as  rarely  falls  to  the  lot  of  one 
so  young.  He  soon  realized  the  value  of  in- 
diLslry  and  the  force  of  integrity  as  factors  in 
bu^i^css  life  and  those  two  qualities  have  been 
his  strong  and  salient  characteristics  through- 
out the  passing  years. 

In  November,  1877,  Mr.  Goodwin  was  mar- 
ried to  IMiss  ilaria  Goodwin,  also  a native  of 
Kentucky,  their  respective  liomes  in  childhood 
being  within  a mile  of  each  other,  while  the 
paternal  grandfathers  were  own  cousins.  Mr. 
Goodwin  has  been  a member  of  the  Baptist 
cliurch  since  1871  and  of  the  Masonic  fraternity 
for  about  the  .same  length  of  time.  In  the  lat- 
ter he  has  taken  the  degrees  of  the  lodge  and 
chapter  an<l  has  been  secretary  of  the  Cave 
Spring  lodge  in  Kentucky  and  in  Anson  for  a 
period  of  Uventy-si.x  years.  His  life  exemplifies 
the  beneficent  spirit  of  the  craft  which  is  based 
upon  mutual  helpfulness  an<l  brotherly  kindness. 
The  character  of  the  man  is  indicated  in  the 
service  which  he  performed  for  his  father,  in 
the  courage  which  he  disfdayed  in  taking  up 
heav.v  responsibilities  and  in  the  able  manner 
in  which  he  thus  met  his  self-imposed  duties  .and 
obligations. 

ANDREW  J.  MARTl-N’,  one  of  the  promi- 
nent residents  of  Jones  county  and  a bnsine.ss 
man  of  Stamford,  is  a Kentuckian  by  birth,  his 
life  record  beginning  in  JMuhlenberg  comity, 
on  the  17th  of  February.  1844.  His  father, 
.\ndre\v  IMartin,  was  also  a native  of  Kentucky, 
hut  his  parents  were  Virginians.  In  18.S5  the 
family  left  the  Blue  Grass  state  and  removed  to 
IMissouri.  making  the  trip  a part  of  the  way  on 
a flat-boat  on  the  Greene  and  Ohio  rivers,  and 
reached  their  destination  on  the  5th  of  ^[a^ch. 
The  family  settled  in  Missi.ssiiipi  county,  where 
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Aiiilnw  Martin  and  his  wile  spent  their  remain- 
ing days,  the  fonner  p.issing’  away  in  January. 
1856,  while  the  latter  defiarted  this  life  in  Feb- 
ruary, iSsg.  In  their  family  were'  ten  e'hildren, 
five  sens  and  five  tlatighters,  of  whom  .one 
d.aughter,  Mrs.  Susie  Tlowlclt,  is  residing  at 
Cltarlestoii,  ]\lissouri,  while  .\ndrc\v  J.  IMartin 
is  tlie  only  other  surviving  member  of  the  fam- 
ily. 

Upon  his  father's  farm  Andrew  J.  Martin 
spent  his  boyhood  days  and  as  a diversion  from 
tilt'  regular  routine  of  dutie.s  of  the  farm  and 
the  sehoolrooin  made  fretiuent  e.xcursions  for 
mink  and  coons,  lie  remained  there  until  about 
1859,  when,  on  account  of  the  death  of  tlie  par- 
ent.s,  the  family  was  broken  up  and  the  children 
were  scattereil.  Amlrcw  Martin  went  to  live 
with  ;i  brother-in-law . Willsbire  Chapman,  with 
whom  he  remained  for  about  two  years.  He 
next  sought  employment  at  a salary  of  eleven 
dollars  per  mouth  in  the  tear  1861.  The  Civil 
war  was  now'  in  progress  and  he  enlisted  in 
Colonel  Jeffries'  Regiment,  becoming  a rnendter 
of  Company  E,  Eighth  Mi^souri  Cavalry,  with 
wliich  he  served  througiiout  the  entire  period 
of  hostilities,  participating  in  all  of  the  engage- 
mems  of  his  command.  There  wa.s  hard  figltling 
and  all  of  the  difficulties  and  datigers  of  war 
to  be  encountered,  but  he  bravely  .stood  at  bis 
po.st  deft,  tiding  the  cause  wbicli  he  had  e.sjtouscd. 
After  the  dost  of  hostilities  he  started  home, 
riditig  his  own  li<‘>rse  from  Miuden,  Louisiana, 
but  while  on  the  way.  hecausc  of  the  sfiring 
lloods  and  the  condition  of  the  country  caused 
iherebv,  he  w;ts  oblige<l  te>  sell  his  horse  and 
continue  the  journey  by  fiat-hoat,  reaching 
home  on  the  Kith  of  Jime.  1865. 

In  the  summer  of  that  year  Mr.  Martiif  fin- 
ished cultivating  a crop  for  his  brother-in-law, 
Dennis  Dr)  ant,  ami  on  the  t.sl  c>f  Jantiarv,  1866, 
he  reiTtined  to  Mk)lf  Isl;md.  in  Mississiitjti  coun- 
ty, Mis.-ottri.  where  he  reiiicil  land  and  began 
f.-inning  on  bis  own  account,  lie  remained  there 
iintil  he  b.-nl  raised  about  seven  crojis,  priuci])al- 
ly  com,  whvii  he  sold  out  and  rcinc'ved  to  Rush- 
es Ridge,  where  he  lived  for  about  ten  years, 
there  devoting  his  time  princijjally  to  the  culti- 
vation oi  wheat.  In  [March,  1884,  he  left  Mis- 
souri and  c.ame  to  Texas,  arriv  ing  at  Ansc>n  on 
the  <)th  of  March  of  that  year.  Here  he  rented 
a little  jdacc  for  ten  dollars  ])cr  month  and  be- 
gan putting  up  a house  and  making  general 
improvements.  Uiioii  this  place  he  made  his 
home.  Fight  vears  of  the  time,  however,  was 
sj)cn1  in  \nson  in  the  hanlware  and  imjilemcnt 
’onsiness,  from  t88<I  until  1894.  In  the  latter 


year  he  sold  out  and  gave  his  undivided  atten- 
tion to  farming  and  stock  raising.  Mr.  [Marlin 
had  in  his  farm  six  hundred  and  forty  aere.s  just 
at  the  edge  of  .\nson,  of  w hich  one  hundred  and 
sixty  acres  is  under  cultivation,  and  he  was  one 
of  the  successful  business  men  and  leading  agri- 
culturists and  stock  dealers  of  that  part  of  the 
slate.  His  business  success  is  due  entirely  to 
his  own  well  directed  efforts  and  capability  and 
his  prosiverity  is  well  merited.  He  now'  resides 
in  Stamford  and  is  a member  of  the  firm  of 
Baker,  Bryant  & Company. 

('ll!  the  I2th  of  November,  1871,  in  Nelson 
county,  Kentucky.  Mr.  [Martin  was  married  to 
Miss  Emma  L.  I’ottinger,  a native  of  that 
county,  born  in  1850.  Thev  have  bad  no  chil- 
dren of  their  own,  but  have  reared  .several.  Mr. 
Martin  has  been  a member  of  the  .Masonic  fra- 
ternity since  1866.  taking  the  degrees  of  the 
lodge  and  the  chapter  and  is  an  exemplary  rep- 
resentative of  the  craft,  true  to  the  teachings 
which  form  its  basic  elements. 

P.  D.  S.kNDERS  was  born  in  Grimes  county, 
Texas,  ( )etol)er  5.  1855,  sou  of  Peter  T.  and  Har- 
riet .A.  ( Dueitt ) Sanders,  natives  of  Marion 
county.  South  Carolina.  The  Dneitls  were  of 
Scotcit  descent  and  the  family  was  represented 
ill  South  Carolina  among  the  early  settlers  of 
that  State.  Peter  Sanders  was  a house  builder, 
doing  both  masonry  and  w cKid  work.  In  1853  he 
moved  from  South  Carolina  to  Texas,  locating  in 
Grimes  county,  where  he  .soon  became  somewhat 
interested  in  the  stock  business  and  worked  hard 
to  get  a start.  \Miile  in  a fair  way  to  pro.s- 
jicrity,  overwork  broke  down  his  health  and  he 
ified  in  the  prime  of  life,  in  18G1,  at  the  age  of 
thirty-four  years.  His  widow  reached  the  ripe 
age  of  seventy-one  years,  her  dealh  occurring 
in  Grimes  county,  in  1894.  Of  their  eight  chil- 
dren, all  died  in  infancy,  ex'cept  two,  P.  D.  .San- 
ders, the  subject  of  this  sketch,  and  a daughter, 
now  [Mrs.  L.  P.  .Mills,  of  Leon  county,  Texas. 

It  was  just  at  the  opening  of  the  Civil  war 
limes  that  P.  D.  Sanders  was  left  an  orphan  by 
the  death  of  bis  father,  and  the  widowed  mother 
with  three  children  was  left  to  struggle  for  an 
existence  in  a new  and  thinly  settled  country'. 
From  the  time  he  was  eight  until  he  was  fourteen 
years  of  age,  P.  D.  attended  such  private  schools 
as  there  were  in  their  ncighlxirhood,  his  school- 
ing being  coTifiried  chieflv  to  the  summer  months. 
After  he  was  fourteen  he  took  charge  of  his 
mother's  farm  and  the  .small  amount  of  stock 
that  she  had  left,  and  supj.iorted  her  and  liis  sister. 
The  youngest  child  meantime  had  died.  He  con- 
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tinned  to  reside  with  his  mother  until  1S81.  Tliat 
year  he  went  to  Burleson  county,  Texas,  and 
rented  land  near  Caldwell,  the  county  seat,'  which 
he  cultivated  for  two  years.  While  there  he  was 
elected  justice  of  the  peace  of  his  precinct,  and 
he  soon  afterward  changed  his  residence  to  the 
town  of  Caldwell  and  engaged  in  the  hotel  busi- 
ness, For  five  years  he  ran  the  hotel,  four 
years  of  that  time  sendiig  as  justice  of  the 
peace  and  at  the  same  time  .spending  all  his 
leisure  moments  in  the  study  of  law.  In  due 
time  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar,  during  the 
spring  term  of  the  District  Court  at  Calduell,  in 
1886.  and  at  once  began  the  ])raclice  of  law.  In 
January,  1888,  he  moved  to  Haskell,  and  in  XY>- 
vember  of  that  year  he  was  elected  county  judge 
of  Ha.skell  county,  for  a term  of  two  vears.  To 
this  office  he  was  again  elected  in  the  fall  of 
1892,  and  served  two  terms,  up  to  the  fall  of 
i8cj6.  He  was  elected  district  judge  of  the 
Thirty-ninth  Judicial  District  in  the  fall  of  i8u8, 
for  a term  of  four  yeans,  and  since  his  retirement 
from  tliat  office  he  has  been  practicijig  law  and 
conducting  a general  land  and  investment  husi- 
ne.ss  at  Haskell,  Judge  Sanders  is  a man  of 
fine  jwrsonality,  is  yet  in  the  prime  of  life,  and 
1ms  before  him  prospects  for  greater  .success  tlian 
he  has  alreadv  attained.  His  acquaintance  and 
his  business  relations  extend  not  only  all  over 
his  owm  countv’  but  also  to  numerous  adjacent 
counties. 

W'hile  living  on  tlie  farm  with  his  molbcr.  in 
1875,  at  the  age  of  twenty,  Judge  Sanders  m;ir- 
ried  Miss  Addie  Elliiatt,  who  was  born  .and 
reared  in  Union  Town,  Perry  comity,  .Alabama, 
She  died  in  October,  1886,  leaving  five  children, 
the  youngest  three  weeks  old.  After  living  a 
widower  for  more  than  a dozen  years,  the  Judge 
married  tor  his  second  wife,  Alay  24,  i8yi),  hri.ss 
Neelia  Porter,  daughter  of  Robert  I’ortcr  of 
Burleson  county,  where  she  was  born  and 
reared.  Of  Judge  Sanders’  family  we  record 
that  his  eldest  daughter,  Hattie  E„  died  in  1899. 
She  was  a graduate  of  the  Haskell  high  school 
and  had  taught  school  one  term.  Fred  'I'.,  his 
eldest  son,  is  engaged  in  the  cotton  gin  an.l  con- 
fectionery business  at  IIa.skell ; P.  D.,  Jr.,  is  a 
resident  of  Calgary,  Alberta  Province,  Canada, 
where  he  is  Veterinary  Tn.spcctor  for  the  govern- 
ment ; Ahna,  a music  teacher,  resides  in  Cald- 
well ; and  Zora  B.,  wife  of  H.  C.  Park,  lives  in 
Haskell,  By  the  second  marriage  there  is  one 
child,  Rufus  Ccdrick,  at  this  wwiting  two  vears 
old. 

For  twenty-eight  years  Judge  Sanders  has 


been  a ccmsislent  member  of  the  Methodi.st 
church.  He  has  Ixien  a Royal  Arch  Alason  thir- 
teen years  and  ten  years  he  has  affiliated  with  the 
Woodmen  of  the  World. 

WILLIAM  HENRY  WYMAN.  Among  the 
worthy  citizens  of  Haskell.  Texas,  i>  found  the 
.subject  of  this  sketch,  who  has  resided  here  .since 
March  i,  t8<;9.  Wyman  is  an  English  name  and 
originally  was  sjselleil  Weynmnn.  Mcmlsers  of 
the  family  emigr.itef!  from  England  to  this  coun- 
try in  Colonial  times  and  .settled  in  Alassa- 
chusetts,  Maine  and  .New  Ham|)shire,  and  during 
the  Revolutionary  war.  being  in  sympathy  with 
the  Mother  Country,  moved  to  Nova  Scotia, 
C'alvin  Wyman,  the  father  of  W’illiam  Henry, 
was  boni  in  Yfainc  and  accompanied  the  family 
on 'their  removal  to  Nova  .‘Icotia,  w liere  he  was 
reared  and  .sjiciit  his  life.  Wien  he  was  quite 
young  the  .siipftort  of  his  widowed  inotlier  .tnd 
three  young  brothers  and  a ,-i‘'ter  devolved  upon 
him.  and  for  a number  of  years  it  was  neces- 
sary for  them  to  practice  the  '.triclest  economy. 
He  learned  the  trade  of  furniture  maker,  later 
ciigaged  in  the  iiamifacture  of  furniture,  and 
carried  on  that  business  for  manv  ycar->.  His 
three  brothers,  Alliert,  William  and  Joseph,  when 
they  grew  up  became  .seamen  and  in  time  each 
was  master  of  his  own  vessel.  Tlie  .‘•isrer,  Mary 
Ellen,  married  an  English  soldier  Iiv  the  name 
of  t'harles  E.  A illiers,  wlio  w as  for  manv  } ears 
associated  w ith  Calvin  Woman,  in  the  nianufac- 
ture  of  furniture.  Calvin  Wyman  died  of  fever 
in  Nevis.  British  W'c.st  Indies,  .March  10.  1870, 
whither  he  had  gone  in  search  of  health.  ITis 
wife  was  before  her  marriage  Aliss  .Mart  Brown 
and  was  known  as  the  belle  of  Yarmouth,  Nova 
Scotia,  in  which  town  she  lived.  Her  jicopie 
were  Scotch.  AA'illiam  Brown,  her  father,  went 
with  his  family  from  New  Hampshire  to  No\a 
.Scotia  at  the  .same  time  and  for  the  same  rea.son 
the  W’ymans  did.  The  rocky  harbor  in  which 
they  landed  they  called  Sunda}'  Point  because 
of  the  day  of  lauding,  which  was  on  a Sunday, 
and  it  was  four  miles  south  of  Yann<iulh,  Cal- 
vin and  AIar\'  W yman  had  ten  childrui,  five  sons 
and  five  daughters,  of  whom  five  are  nnw  liv- 
ing. viz.:  .Arabella,  widow  of  Rev.  Charles 
HarTi^,  Yannoulh.  No\a  Scoli.i ; William  H.. 
whose  name  iiitroiluces  this  sketch;  J»>hn  C..  a 
])racticiug  dentist  of  Brcx.ikhn.  New  AVrk ; 
Joseph  R..  who  is  carr\  iiig  on  the  furniture  husi- 
ne.ss  established  by  his  father  at  Abirmouih  ; and 
Jacob  L..  a resident  of  I)ison,  Tennessee.  Of 
the  deceased  members  of  the  familv  wo  record 
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that  two  sons  and  a daiig-hter  died  in  infancy, 
and  tw  o daugliters  died  at  about  tlie  age  of  six- 
teen years. 

\\  illiani  Henry  WYman  was  born  in  Yar- 
niomii,  Nova  Scotia,  iifarch  14,  1S42.  He  was 
a weakly  youth  and  his  schooling  was  frequently 
interrupted  on  account  of  his  ill  health.  \\  lien  he 
was  fourteen  he  w’ent  into  his  father’s  factory, 
where  he  served  a seven  years’  apprenticeship 
covering  all  the  different  branches  of  furniture 
business.  And  at  least  half  of  this  time  he  had 
charge  of  the  business,  assuming  the  manage- 
ment of  affairs  in  order  to  relieve  his  father  who 
w'as  at  that  time  in  poor  health.  He  afterward 
became  associated  wdth  his  father  as  a ]>artner, 
under  the  firm  name  of  C.  \\  yman  & Son.  which 
partnership  lasted  af>out  four  years.  .After  this 
the  business  tcxal  the  name  of  Wyman  Brothers, 
another  son.  Joseph,  coming  into  the  finn.  Un- 
der this  name  they  continued  to  do  business  for 
fifteen  years,  and  during  all  that  time  the  most 
perfect  hamiony  existed  in  all  their  business  re- 
lations. 

In  May,  ^^Tman  left  Nova  Scotia 

and  came  to  the  United  States.  He  first  located 
in  Shclbyvillc,  Bedford  county,  Tennessee,  where 
he  organized  the  Bedford  Alanufacturing  Com- 
[lany,  for  die  manufacture  of  fine  grade  furni- 
ture, of  which,  Mr.  Wyman  was  manager.  The 
climate  and  biisine.ss  conditions  of  tliat  locality, 
Itowever,  were  not  what  he  wanted  for  a per- 
manent home,  and  he  went  to  Springfield.  .Vlis- 
sonri.  There  he  was  for  some  time  en.gaged  in 
the  shoe  business,  afterward  turned  his  attention 
to  dealing  in  real  estate,  and  still  later  was  inter- 
ested in  the  organization  and  management  of  a 
furniture  business,  building  factory,  etc.  After 
a residence  of  nearly  fifteen  years  in  Mis.sourl, 
-Mr.  W’yman  came  in  April,  1807,  to  Texas  and 
locate  d at  Brenham,  where  he  hecame  connected 
with  die  Brenham  Manufacturing  Company. 
For  sixteen  months  he  was  on  the  road  as  a sales- 
m.an.  His  next  move  w'as  to  Marietta,  Indian 
Territory,  where  he  opened  a racket  store,  and 
where  he  remained  a year  and  a half.  Returning 
to  Texas  at  the  end  of  that  time,  March  i,  iSoQ, 
he  located  in  Haskell,  where  he  h.as  since  main- 
t.ained  his  hotne  and  identified  him.self  with  the 
affairs  of  the  town,  giving  his  influence  and 
-upport  to  all  that  pertains  to  its  welfare  and 
pro,s].)eritv. 

Mr.  W’ymari  joined  the  Baptist  church  at  the 
age  of  twTiity-five  years  and  has  since  lieen  a 
consisicnt  meinher  of  tlie  same.  M’hile  in 
.^pringfiehi  he  was  made  a deacon  in  the  church. 


For  twenty-seven  years  he  has  been  a member 
of  the  JMasonic  Order. 

Mr.  Wyman’s  first  wife  was  Josephine  M. 
Rankin,  a daughter  of  Daniel  Rankin,  of  his 
own  towm,  Yarmouth.  The  breaking  up  of  his 
home  by  the  sad  event  of  her  death  led  him  to 
leave  Yarmouili,  and  locate  for  a season  in  Bo.s- 
ton,  where  later,  June  27,  1870,  he  married  Mary 
E.  Ingraham. 

She  was  there  reared  by  her  uncle,  Samuel 
Tuttle.  IMrs.  Wyman  is  a native  of  Buffalo,  New 
York,  bom  November  14,  1847,  tind  was  left  an 
orphan  when  five  years  old.  Mr.  and  .Mrs.  Wy- 
man have  a son  and  two  daughters,  namely; 
Artliur  B.,  of  Springfield,  Missouri;  Georgia  L., 
wife  of  T.  P.  Walker,  of  Stamford,  Texas;  and 
Afabel  E..  now  attending  college  at  Springfield, 
Alissouri. 

WILLIAM  T.  TAYLOR.  Home-building 
in  Montague  county  has  occupied  Mr.  Taylor 
of  this  review  for  more  than  twenty  years  and 
to  him  credit  is  due  for  the  domestic  develop- 
ment incident  thereto.  Ilis  home  situated  be- 
tween Montague  and  Bowie  shows  the  handi- 
work of  a modern  builder  and  the  spot  which 
he  calls  Itome  was  until  recent  years  only  a 
prairie  expanse  dotted  and  fringed  with  the 
familiar  post  oak.  Flis  industry  as  a farmer 
has  been  rewarded  from  year  to  year  and  the 
three  hundred  and  sixty-four  acres  of  land  with 
which  he  is  listed  for  taxes  is,  of  itself,  some- 
thing to  be  proud  of  as  an  achievement  brought 
about  in  the  course  of  little  more  than  a quarter 
of  a century  of  active  devotion  to  a Texas 
farm. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  Denton  coun- 
ty, Texas,  November,  13,  1857.  His  father, 
James  Al.  Taylor,  settled  in  Tex.as  from  Car- 
roll  county,  Georgia,  in  1856,  but  in  1861  took 
his  family  to  .Arkansas,  Little  River  county, 
with  which  he  was  identified  as  a merchant  or  a 
farmer  until  t866,  when  he  went  to  Polk  county, 
and  from  there  returned  to  Texas  in  1877,  set- 
tling in  Alontag'ue  county.  James  M.  Taylor  was 
lx)rn  in  Carroll  county,  Georgia,  and  was  a son 
of  Thomas  Tavlor.  who  emigrated  from  that  state 
to  Little  River  county,  Arkansas,  where  he 
<lied.  Among  the  latter's  several  children 
there  were : Annie  and  Martq  of  Cass  coun- 
tjx  Tc.xas,  the  former  Mrs.  Blackwell  and  the 
latter  Mrs.  Scott;  Thomas,  of  Cass  county, 
and  William  H.  H..  of  Polk  county,  Arkansas, 
and  James  M. 

James  M.  Taylor  was  identified  with  rural 
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pursuits  in  Montague  county  from  his  advent 
hither  until  his  death,  at  Queen’s  Peak,  in  1886, 
October  10.  During  his  first  trip  to  Texas  he 
remained  only  four  years  and  immediately 
upon  his  return  to  Arkansas’  he  entered  the 
army  of  the  Confederacy  and  served  in  the 
Eastern  Department  throughout  the  struggle 
between  the  north  and  the  south.  .He  mar- 
ried Mary,  a daughter  of  William  D.  Parish, 
a Kentuckian,  and  Mrs.  Taylor  was  born  in 
1835  and  died  in  1890  at  the  age  of  sixty-four 
years.  She  was  the  mother  of  \Villiam  T.,  ohr 
subject;  James  S.,  of  Nocona.  Texas:  Mary, 
deceased  young;  Henry  A.,  of  Grayson  county; 
Kate,  wife  of  John  Givens,  of  Indian  Territory; 
Robert  L.,  of  Hobart,  Oklahoma,  and  Nannie, 
who  married  J.  P.  Trout  and  resides  in  Mon- 
tague county  on  the  old  home  place  where  the 
parents  both  died. 

The  school  advantages  of  William  T.  Tay- 
lor were  not  at  all  good  and  his  early  training 
and  experiences  were  onl}^  those  of  the  country 
boy.  He  discharged  his  obligation  to  his  father 
by  remaining  with  the  latter  till  of  age  and 
when  he  began  his  own  career  his  head  and 
his  hands  constituted  his  stock  in  trade.  For 
a time  he  was  a farm  laborer  and  succeeding 
this  he  rented  land  and  on  it  did  the  initial 
w'ork  of  his  independent  farming  career.  He 
went  to  Comanche  count}%  Texas,  in  1878,  and 
bought  there  his  first  tract  of  land,  and  w'hen 
he  left  there,  six  years  later,  he  located  in  Mon- 
tague county,  sev'en  miles  west  of  the  county 
seat.  Selling  this  property  later  On,  he  moved 
to  his  present  location,  buying  a farm  of  one 
hundred  and  seventy-four  acres  which  he  has 
substantially  and  attractively  improved.  From 
the  products  of  the  soil  has  he  reaped  the  re- 
ward of  his  daily  labors  and  the  profits  of  it 
he  has  laid  out  in  broadening  his  domain  until 
more  than  a half  .section  of  land  is  credited  to 
him  on  the  tax  rolls  of  the  county. 

April  11, 1878,  Mr.  Taylor  was  united  in  mar- 
riage, in  Comanche  county,  Texas,  his  wife  be- 
ing Miss  Ellen,  a daughter  of  Charles  IT.  Isham, 
formerly  from  Georgia.  Mr.  Isham  married 
Mary  Warnick  and  identified  himself  wdth  the 
Lone  Star  state  before  the  Civil  War.  He  was 
the  father  of  six  girls  and  one  boy,  and  his 
daughter  Ellen  was  born  in  Comanche  county, 
November  1,  1860.  In  that  county  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Isham  are  buried. 

The  issue  of  the  marriage  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Taylor  are : Annie,  Florence.  Robert,  who  died 
at  twenty-one,  Charles,  Ethel  and  William. 

The  household  of  Mr.  Taylor  is  one  of  the 
interesting  ones  of  Montague  county.  Filled 
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with  musical  talent  from  the  father  dotvn  and 
being  supplied  with  an  instrument,  the  home 
concert  has  long  been  a feature  of  domestic  en- 
tertainment. What  a charm  hath  song  and 
wdiat  a power  it  wdelds  in  uniting  the  domestic 
circle  and  welding  it  into  one  unseverable  band. 
For  six  years  Mr.  Ta3dor  has  tauglit  vocal 
music  in  his  neighborhood  and  he  leads  in  the 
production  of  all  musical  efforts  at  church  and 
school.  He  holds  a'  membership  in  the  Cum- 
berland Presbyterian  church  and  leads  his  fam- 
ily in  attendance  ujion  its  services.  IMr.  Taylor 
has  written  a number  of  songs,  among  which 
are,  “Peace  in  Jesus,”  “Scatter  Many  Blos- 
som.s,'’  that  ha.s  won  a gre.at  deal  of  f.nne;  “Does 
it  Avail  for  You?’’  “For  Ever  ilore,”  “Just 
Over  the  River.” 

DR.  JOHN  R.  SLEDGE,  who  in  the  ]iraclice 
of  medicine  has  attained  a successful  position 
that  is  only  accorded  in  recognition  of  merit  ami 
capabilitv,  is  one  of  the  pioneer  inernliers  of 
the  profession  in  Stamford,  where  his  labor  along 
other  line.s  has  also  been  of  material  benefit  to  the 
city.  He  was  born  in  Macon,  Georgia,  August 
31,  1855,  His  father,  Isam  D.  Sledge,  was  a na- 
tive of  Raleigh,  XYrth  Carolina,  and  when  voung 
removed  to  Georgia.  He  was  married  there  to 
Miss  .Maria  Heath,  a native  of  that  .state,  and 
the}'  became  the  parenf.s  of  four  children,  three 
daughters  and  a son.  The  father  died  in  1857 
and  the  mother  long  survived  him,  jiassing  away 
ill  Hell  county,  Texas.  1884. 

Dr.  Sledge  was  reared  in  Macon,  Gccirgia,  and 
attended  the  public  schools  of  that  city.  \\  hen 
fourteen  \ ears  of  age  he  began  the  stutlv  of 
medicine  in  the  office  of  Dr.  ,\.  L.  Clinkscales, 
one  of  tlie  leading  physicians  of  ilacoii  ra  that 
time,  under  whose  direction  he  continued  his 
reading  for  about  six  } ears.  He  attended  his 
fir.st  course  of  lectures  when  about  eighteen  vears 
of  age,  a second  course  at  the  age  of  nineteen 
and  when  twenty  years  of  age  was  graduated 
from  the  College  of  American  'Medicine  and  Sur- 
gery at  Alacon,  Georgia,  of  which  Dr-Glinkseriles 
was  one  of  the  faculty.  In  1895  Dr.  Sledge  pur- 
sueil  a jiost-graduate  course  in  the  N^ew  York 
Polyclinic  and  he  ha.s  always  labored  to  advtmce 
his  knowledge  and  efficiency  through  further  in- 
ve.sligation  and  reading.  Me  entered  u|>on  the 
practice  of  medicine  in  Talk|ioo.sa  comity.  Ala- 
iiaina,  where  he  remained  for  six  years  and  on 
the  expiratiem  of  that  jicriod  came  to  Texas,  lo- 
cating first  in  ricll  county,  where  he  remained 
from  1S82  until  i8«)0.  He  then  went  to  Cali- 
fornia and  spent  two  years  in  Alcrcci,!,  subsc- 
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quent  to  \\  hicli  time  he  returned  to  Texas  and 
for  a year  revnained  in  Tein])le.  He  then  re- 
moved to  Comanche,  where  he  was  in  active 
practice  until  tlie  town  of  Stamford  was  or- 
Sjanized  in  U)00-  fn  April  of  that  year  he  came 
to  the  younq^  and  thriving  town  whicli  was  en- 
tering uiicni  an  era  of  rapid  and  substantial  prog- 
ress and  he  has  since  been  identified  with  its 
public  interests  and  at  the  same  time  has  care- 
fully conducted  Ids  practice.  Here  he  opened  an 
office  and  a liberal  patronage  has  been  accorded 
him.  his  labors  being  recognized  by  the  public 
a.s  most  efficient  and  satisfactorv  in  checking 
the  ravage:,  of  disease. 

In  187, S Dr.  Sledge  was  united  in  marriage 
tfi  Mis.s  Marv  I'.  Harrison  of  We~t  Point.  (leor- 
gia,  who  died  in  leaving  two  children,  a 

son  and  daughter.  The  fonner.  John  1!.  Sledge, 
i.s  now  .>ecreiarv  or  veoinan  in  the  1 nited  Suites 
navy  lunv  on  the  liattlcship  Wisconsin.  The 
daughter,  .Mary  '1'.,  is  residing  in  Stamford.  In 
1895  It.  Sledge  was  again  married,  his  second 
union  being  w itli  5iiss  Hallie  II.  Knud.'-on.  a 
native  of  (.'omanche,  Te.xas.  and  the;.  ha\e  one 
.'On,  Charh'-  I!.  Sledge. 

Dr.  Skalge  is  a member  of  the  Odd  Felli'ws 
soeiet} . in  vvhidi  he  ha.s  filled  all  of  the  chairs 
an.l  he  lias  a similar  record  in  connection  with 
the  l\nigln>  of  I'ythias  f idgc.  He  is  a member 
of  the  Red  -Men.  in  which  he  has  also  held  office, 
.and  his  Venice  in  frtitenial  relation.s  has  been 
mo.-t  .'alibfactr 'ry.  Dr.  Sledge  has  done  an  im- 
portant  work  in  In-half  of  the  cit'  in  uliich  he 
now  reside.s.  his  labors  being  far  reaching  anil 
btneficial.  I 'or  four  y ear.s  he  ^en  ed  as  city 
[ihysician  aiul  for  lv\o  }cars  wa.s  aldemian.  He 
was  then  elected  on  the  4th  of  .\pril,  1895.  to  the 
office  of  mac  or  and  gave  a public  s[)iriieil,  prac- 
tical and  busine.ss  like  admini>tnilion.  He  wa.s 
the  chief  ])romoter  in  the  organization  of  the 
Stamford  lire  dejiarament.  which  was  i-ffectiaJ  on 
the  1st  (if  May,  tipr.  He  was  then  elected  chief, 
a pO'ition  wliich  he  still  luibF.  'Hiis  is  a well 
organized  de])arlmeiit  conqiuseii  of  some  of  the 
!jC::t  citizens  i.f  the  town  and  is  an  efficient 
agency  and  jirotector  of  the  property  interests. 
Dr.  Slcilge  priilcs  hinisclf  on  tlie  rcconl  of  the 
department  ami  the  citizen.s  of  Stamford  Largely 
atlribute  to  him  the  credit  for  the  .splendid  work 
that  has  heen  ilone  in  times  past.  Xot  only  in 
tiiis  resja'Cl  has  he  endeared  himself  to  the  jieo- 
ple  hm  in  c<,iinection  with  other  enterprises  for 
the  public  g('i)d  as  weil.  ,\11  ]>rogressive  meas- 
ure' fiu.i  in  him  a wann  a<lvocate  and  supporter 
and  men  of  thi'  class  are  an  lionor  to  theii  com- 
munity. 


H.XSKELL  S.  ABBOTT,  a prominent  lumber 
nicrcham  of  Stamford,  conducting  business  as 
a member  of  the  firm  of  Spencer  & Abbott  with 
a large  trade  that  is  indicative  of  the  honorable 
business  methods  of  the  b.ousc,  was  boni  in  Read- 
ing, Hilksdalc  county,  Michigan,  .\ugust  7,  1857, 
his  parents  being  Bingham  D.  and  Mary  (Folk) 
-\bbott.  The  mother,  hom  in  I’ennsylvania.  was 
of  (leniian  descent,  while  the  ,\hljotts  were 
from  I 'onnecticut.  The  father  became  tme  of  the 
pioneer  residents  of  .Michigan,  where  he  located 
in  i83_>  ere  the  admission  of  the  state  into 
the  Union,  llierc  he  made  hi.s  home  for  many 
years  and  both  he  and  his  wife  died  there. 
I'liree  other  brothers  also  went  to  the  state  at 
the  same  time  and  continued  residents  of  IMich- 
igan  until  called  to  their  final  rest.  Bingham  Ab- 
bott died  about  18S0  at  the  a.ge  of  seventy-five 
years,  while  hi.s  wife  passed  away  in  1900  at 
the  advanced  age  of  ci.ghty-nine  years.  They 
rcare<l  a family  of  ei.ght  cliildrcn.  five  sons  and 
lliree  daughters,  of  whom  one  .son  is  now  de- 
ceased; namely:  Julia  E.,  now  Mrs.  Baldwin,  of 
Trinidad.  Colorado;  W.  H..  also  of  Trinidad, 
Colorado;  John  E>.,  on  the  old  homestead  in 
Reading,  -Michi,gan;  O.  B..  a contractor  of  Trin- 
idad, Colorado;  Ixmise,  now  Airs,  .\rmstrong', 
of  .San  Francisco,  California;  Olive  5lI.,  now 
Mr.s.  A.  H.  \"an  \'ilet.  Ludiiigioii,  ^Michigan; 
and  Haskell  S..  our  subject.  Henry,  tlie  oldest, 
died  at  the  age  of  forty  years,  at  Trinidad. 

Haskell  .S.  .\bbott,  reared  on  lii.s  father’s  fami, 
reniaine<l  at  home  until  eighteen  years  of  age, 
during  which  time  he  workeil  in  the  .summer 
sea.sons  in  the  fields,  while  in  the  winter  months 
he  ailended  the  country  schools.  In  1876  he 
came  alone  to  Texas,  settling  first  in  Comanche 
count}-  u[«in  a ranch  near  Proctor.  There  he 
Itegaii  dealing  in  cattle  and  also  carried  on  farm- 
ing to  some  extent.  As  his  financial  resources 
increased  he  purchased  cows  and  calves  and  kept 
adding  to  his  herd,  to  which  he  gave  his  per- 
sonal supervision  and  care  until  t88o.  He  then 
traded  liis  cattle  for  sheep  and  took  the  flock  to 
Callahan  county,  continuing  in  the  .sheep  industry 
until  1887.  In  that  year  he  .sold  out  and  re- 
turned to  Duhlin.  Erath  count}.  Texas,  where 
he  engaged  in  the  hide  and  wool  business  until 
i8()2.  In  that  vear  he  entered  the  cmitloy  of 
R.  B.  Spencer  in  the  lumber  bu.siness,  working 
in  the  yard  until  icpo-  In  that  year  the  town 
of  Stamford  was  organiz.ed  and  a lumber  yard 
was  ojiened  in  this  place  by  the  newly  organized 
firm  (if  S]x,Micer  and  Abbott.  Thc}  now  have  one 
of  the  largest  yards  in  thc  city,  carrying  all 
kinds  of  lumber,  both  rough  and  dressed,  to- 


HISTORY  OF  NORTH  AND  WEST  TEXAS. 


gether  with  shingles,  doors  and  sash,  brick,  lime, 
cement,  roofing  materials,  paints,  oils,  glass  and 
in  fact  everjnhing  needed  by  the  builder.  Their 
trade  extends  over  the  counties  of  Jones,  Has- 
kell, Stonewall,  Knox,  Kent,  Fi.sher  and  Dickens 
and  their  sales  amount  to  about  one  hundred 
thousand  dollars  annually. 

Mr.  Abbott  was  married  in  1879  to  >diss  Liza 
Burrows,  of  Brown  county,  Texas,  who  died 
in  1889.  Three  of  their  cliihlren  arc  now  living; 
Alay  Agnes,  Walter  Bingham  and  Haskell  S- 
Mr.  Abbott  married  again  in  1S95,  Miss  Alice 
Powers  of  Dublin,  Erath  county,  Texas,  becom- 
ing his  wife.  Tliere  are  two  children  of  this 
marriage:  Anna  Louise  and  Lawrence  Stamford, 
the  latter  the  first  boy  baby  bom  in  the  cit\"  of 
Stamford.  Mr.  Abbott  has  recently  completed 
his  fine  residence  on  .Swenson  avenue,  which 
is  the  finest  and  best  appointed  home  in  Stam- 
ford, liaving  cost  about  eight  thousand  dollars. 
Its  gracious  and  cultured  hospitality  is  much  ap- 
preciated bt'  the  many  friends  of  the  family.  Mr. 
Abbott  has  been  a member  of  the  IVIethodi.st 
church  .since  1878.  He  has  t:iken  a most  active 
and  helpful  part  in  the  upbuilding  of  the  new 
city  in  which  he  makes  his  home  and  which  in 
tlie  five  years  of  its  e.xistcnce  has  develofied  al- 
most imliniiteil  pos.sihilitie.s  for  business  :md  has 
•also  made  rapid  strides  toward  securing  all  of  the 
advantages  of  intellectual,  social  and  aesthetic 
culture  known  to  the  older  ea.st.  .-Vlrcady  2ilr. 
Abbott  has  pro.spered  grc.atly  in  his  business  un- 
dertakings here  and  throu.^i  the'  utilization  of 
opportunity  and  unfaltcr'ne  diligence  has  gained 
success  and  made  a most  credihable  name  in 
trade  circles  of  we.stern  Texas. 

NATHAN  LEAVITT,  whose  history  is 
clo.sely  interw'oven  with  that  of  Stamford,  was 
born  October  6,  1834.  in  Clinton,  Kennebec 
county,  Maine-  His  father,  Nathan  Leavitt,  \v'<s 
also  a native  of  that  state,  while  his  mother, 
who  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Elizabeth  Hanson, 
was  born  in  St.  Johns.  New  Rrunsw  ick.  In  their 
family  w'ere  ten  children  who  reached  maturity, 
four  sons  and  six  daughters.  There  were  also 
two  others  who  died  in  infanc}'. 

Nathan  I^eavitt  was  reared  to  manhood  in  his 
native  state.  His  boyhood  days  were  devoted 
to  the  occupation  of  farming  and  lumliering. 
His  advantages  for  education  were  somewhat 
limited  but  be  made  good  use  of  bis  opportuni- 
ties. He  resided  wdth  his  parents  until  the  age 
of  eighteen  years  an(l  lie  purcha.sed  a part  of 
his  father’s  farm  in  Blaine,  retaining  the  owner- 
ship for  a number  of  years  or  until  he  came  to 


the  we.st  in  1855.  He  settled  in  Fond  du  1-ac, 
Wiscon.sin.  and  with  tlie  proceeds  <)f  -what  his 
farm  brought  him  tug'cther  with  his  other  earn- 
ing.s  he  had  capital  sufficient  t<)  enaltle  him  to 
engage  in  the  hmiber  busine.ss  in  Fond  du  Lac. 
He  became  a member  of  the  firm  of  Fuller, 
Leavitt  Cf'iiipaiiy,  luiiiluT  manufacturers,  own- 
ing atul  operating  a saw  mill  and  planing  mill, 
but  in  the  financial  crisis  of  1857  the  firm  failed. 
T'rom  that  time  on  Mr.  Leavitt  engaged  with 
other  concerns  .and  with  the  earnings  thus  se- 
cured he  paid  off  evcrc  dollar  of  his  sliarc  of  the 
iiidehtedness  of  tlie  firm  of  Fuller.  Leavitt  & 
Company.  He  was  thus  connected  with  the  lum- 
ber interests  of  the  iiorth  until  1862,  when  on 
the  15th  of  August,  he  resftoniled  to  the  country's 
c;ajl  for  aid,  enlisting  in  Coni]jany  Twenty-first 
1-legiincni  of  Wi.scoiisin  Vuluiiteer.s,  with  which 
he  served  for  about  eight  months.  He  was  in 
the  battle  of  Perryville,  Kentuck).  ( ictober  8, 
1S62,  aiul  was  at  Murfree.sboro.  Tennessee,  in 
the  latter  part  of  that  year  and  in  the  earlv 
|jart  of  1863.  There  he  wa.s  muler  the  com- 
mand of  General  George  H.  Tlujinas.  In  the 
battle  of  Perryville  the  companv  entered  the 
fight  with  forty-two  men  but  came  out  with  only 
Iweiity-one  after  being  under  fire  for  probably 
not  more  than  ten  or  fifteen  minutes,  the  loss 
in  that  time,  however,  being  just  one-half  of  the 
company.  When  the  compan-c  was  organized 
on  the  15th  of  August,  1862,  ilr.  Leavitt  was 
electe<l  by  tlie  command  to  the  office  of  fir.st  lieu- 
tenant, On  .'iccount  of  failing  health,  however, 
he  resigned  his  commission  in  the  army  upon  a 
surgooiTs  certificate  of  ili.sability  and  rctunicd 
to  Fund  du  I.ac,  Wisconsin. 

Air.  I.eavitt  then  embarked  in  the  lumber  busi- 
ness 011  his  own  account  once  more  and  also  con- 
ducted a farm  near  the  ciu , which  he  maintained 
until  1873.  He  then  stdd  hi.s  intere.sts  an<l  went 
to  Cahfornia,  locating  in  Honev  Lake  \’alley, 
Las.sen  county,  where  he  embarked  in  the  dairy 
busine.s.s  in  connection  with  fariniiig.  He  re- 
mained there  for  about  a year,  bm  not  being 
satisfied  with  his  experience  in  California  he  re- 
turned to  Wisconsin,  locatin  ' in  Rrown  county 
near  Green  Bay.  There  he  farmed  and  also  be- 
gan contracting  and  building.  In  this  connection 
he  helped  to  buihl  the  Milwaukee  & X'irthern 
Railroad  extending  from  Milwaukee  to  Green 
Bay.  He  did  the  bridge  work,  taking  the  con- 
tracts for  the  same  and  coii.structiug  nearly  all 
the  bridges  on  the  entire  line. 

In  May,  1877,  Mr.  I.eavitt  came  to  Texas, 
landing  in  AIcLennan  county,  where  he  pur- 
cha.sed  a farm,  which  ho  owned  and  oiierated 
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until  kSSo.  ai  tlit  ,'anie  time  fi.ilKiwiiig-  mechanical 
pursuiti-.  In  the  xcar  mentioned,  however,  ite 
rernu\cd  ii'  Jones  county,  where  he  was  cou- 
nccteu  with  ag'ricultural  interests  until  itpo.  On 
the  i,t)th  of  lanuaiy  of  that  year  he  v,as  ,ap- 
p<aiiiled  y.ostina.sler  of  the  young  town  of  Stain- 
{('■rd.  then  an  oltice  in  the  fourth  class.  The  gross 
receipts  for  the  first  day's  business  was  ten  cents. 
In  ahout  fourteen  moiillis  time  the  office  became 
one  of  the  third  class  with  a salary  of  fifteen  hun- 
dred dollars  a \ ear.  This  remarkable  increase  in 
receijds  tvill  also  giv  c an  idea  of  the  rapid  grow  th 
of  the  town.  V\  lien  tlte  office  became  one  of  the 
third  class  the  post-master  was  requirui  to  givc- 
a bond  of  fi' e,  tln.wisand  d'dlars  and  that  at  least 
two  men  should  go  upon  this  l,ond  and  repre- 
sciU  an  aggregate  security  of  ten  thousand  dol- 
lars. Mr.  I .eavitt,  however,  was  not  only  aide  to 
secure  twc.  men  hut  ten  men  volunteered  to  go 
on  the  bond,  which  they  did.  No  higher  testi- 
monial of  imblic  coalidence  could  be  given  than 
the  fact  that  .so  many  were  ready  to  .stand  as  a 
guarantee  of  his  fidelity  to  dut} . Air.  Lea\  itt 
owns  some  i.if  the  most  vtiluabk-  Inusiness  property 
in  the  city  of  Stamford  and  it  returns  a good  in- 
terest upon  the  money  invested.  He  ha.s  beeii 
closeh'  associated  \uth  public  affairs  especially 
in  the  .suh.'tantial  upbuilding  and  im])rovement 
of  the  town  and  has  served  on  sc\'eral  important 
committees  for  public  improvement.  Whatever 
tend-  to  Unefit  liie  municipality  or  to  promote 
its  substantial  growth  receives  his  endorsement 
and  hearty  co-operation. 

Mr.  Leatitt  was  first  rnarrietl  in  t855  to  Ali.ss 
Alary  Ann  Jewell,  of  Clinton,  Alainc,  who  died 
in  the  spring  of  (857.  She  wa.s  the  mother  of 
twe.  chililren,  one  <>f  w liom  die<I  in  infancy,  while 
the  otlicr,  Edward  J.  l.eavitt,  is  now-  a resident 
of  Sacramento,  CaHfc.'rnia,  in  the  employ  cit  the 
Southern  I'acific  Railroad  Couijiany.  Mr.  Leavitt 
was  again  married  in  August,  tbtfa,  to  Ali.s.s  H.ar- 
riet  A.  Soper,  a na.tivc  <d  Vennoni.  but  at  that 
time  living  in  Fond  du  Lac,  Wisconsin.  They 
have  four  living  children,  two  sons  and  two 
daughters:  AN’illiam  H.;  Nathan  Id,  L. : Eliza, 
the  wife  r f F.  P.  Thomas;  and  Edna,  the  wife 
of  Claude  Scih.  all  of  wTiom  arc  living  in  Stam- 
ford. Air,  Leavitt  is  emirdy  a self  inaile  man, 
owing  bi.s  advancement  to  his  own  efforts  and 
r<‘i  tlift  recognition  and  utilization  of  opportuniry. 
AA'hat  he  has  accompli.shed  in  the  busines.s  world 
sho'v?  bis  force  of  character  and  hi.s  laudable 
ambition.  In  tlic  years  of  bis  residence  in  Stam- 
ford lie  has  w<in  the  entire  respect  and  confidence 
■of  his  fellow  men.  and  in  official  service  and 
business  life  lia.s  made  a creditable  record. 


ALBERT.  W.  JOHNSON,  who  has  spent  the 
greater  part  of  his  life  in  Texas,  is  now  success- 
fully engaged  in  business  as  a druggist  under 
the  firm  style  of  Alorrow  & Johnson.  This  is 
the  oldest  established  store  in  .Anson,  no  other 
firm  doing  busines.s  today  having  been  estab- 
lished here  at  the  time  the  present  drug  store 
was  ojiened. 

It  will  be  rittin.g  in  this  cofinection  tt>  note 
something  of  the  family  from  which  Air.  Johnson 
comes.  IJis  father.  Dr.  A.  H.  Johnson,  who 
became  a piionecr  residerrt  of  Texas,  is  a native 
of  AVeakley  county,  Tennessee,  born  January  17, 
1835,  and  i.s  of  English  lineage.  His  father.  Till- 
man Johnson,  was  a pioneer  settler  of  the  latter 
state  and  there  the.  doctor  was  nrared  to  man- 
hood. He  is  a graduate  of  the  Cincinnati  (Ohio) 
Alcdical  College  and  for  many  years  he  prac- 
ticed in  his  native  state,  following  his  profession 
there  until  the  lime  of  his  removal  to  Texas. 
He  was  married  in  1850  to  Miss  Pernecia  Ross, 
aUo  a native  of  Tennes.see,  and  a daughter  of 
Reuben  Ro.ss,  a prominent  Baptist  preacher  of 
that  locality.  Airs.  Johnson  died  at  her  home 
in  Tennessee  in  iByi).  In  the  family  were  eight 
children,  who  reached  mature  years.  In  18S2 
the  f.-imily  c.ame  to  Te.xas,  settling  in  Jones 
county  , where  one  son,  AA  illie  T.  Johnson,  had 
previously  located.  He  came  alone  to  the  state 
the  w inter  before  and  built  the  house  upon  the 
home.stead  farm,  being  joined  b_v  the  others  of 
the  family  in  tlie  following  spring.  Dr.  John.son, 
at  that  time  in  poor  liealth,  gave  up  the  p'ractice 
(if  medicine  in  a large  measure  and  turned  his  at- 
tention to  farming  and  stock  raising,  hoping'  that 
the  outdoor  life  would  prove  beneficial.  Before 
his  reniot  al  to  Texas  he  was  ordained  a minis- 
ter of  the  Baptist  church  and  during  his  residence 
here  he  has  devoted  much  of  his  time  and  energy 
to  j.'i'eacln’ng  the  gospel  and  to  the  general  up- 
building of  religion.  He  has  been  instrumental 
ill  organizing  a number  of  churches  in  his  local- 
ity and  his  influence  lias  been  a most  potent  ele- 
luciit  for  good.  He  now  makes  his  home  about 
a mile  and  a half  -outheast  of  Ansc'ii  and  is  one 
of  tlie  honored  and  respected  citizens  of  the  com- 
munity. 

.Albert  AAA  Johnson  was  about  thirteen  years 
of  age  when  lie  came  with  the  family  to  Texas, 
since  which  time  he  has  witnes.sed  the  growth 
and  development  of  this  portion  of  the  state, 
w-atching  its  wonderful  transformation  as  it  has 
emerged  from  pioneer  conditions  and  taken  on 
all  the  evidences  of  an  advanced  civilization.  His 
education  was  acquired  in  the  common  schools 
of  his  home  locality  in  Tennessee  and  in  Hill’s 


OSCAR  C.  SCHNEIDER 


HISTORY  OF  NORTH  AND  WEST  TEXAS. 


5^7 


Commercial  School  in  Waco,  Texas.  In  1891  he 
became  connected  with  the  drug  Inisincss  as  a 
clerk  in  the  employ  of  F.  T.  Knox  & Company. 
In  1892  he  purdiased  a third  interest  in  the 
business  and  in  1893  became  half  owner.  At  that 
time  the  interest  of  Mr.  Knox  was  purchased 
by  J.  S.  Morrow  and  tlie  firm  name  was  changed 
to  Morrow  & Johnson,  under  which  style  the 
business  has  been  continued  to  the  present  time 
W'ith  constantly  growing  success.  This  is  the 
oldest  firm  in  the  city  today.  In  1893  and  again 
in  1904  a large  portion  of  tlic  business  district 
of  Anson  was  destroyed  by  fire  and  tlie  firm  of 
Morrow  & Johnson  were  among  the  losers  in 
this  conflagration,  but  Phoenix  like  there  rose 
from  the  ashes  in  die  spring  of  1904  their  i)rescnt 
new  brick  building,  which  is  one  of  the  largest 
and  best  appointed  business  blocks,  not  only  in 
Anson,  but  in  all  western  Texas.  It  was  built 
at  a cost  of  four  thousand  dollars  and  is  a mod- 
ern structure  complete  in  its  equipments  and 
appointments.  In  January,  1900,  Mr.  Johnson 
was  given  charge  of  the  private  bank  of  J.  S.  ■ 
Morrow  and  has  since  had  entire  control  of  the 
business.  This  change  was  necessitated  by  Mr. 
Morrow’s  removal  to  Stamford  upon  the  founda- 
tion of  that  town.  Mr.  Johnson,  however,  re- 
mains as  an  active  business  factor  in  Anson  and 
his  efforts  have  contributed  in  substantial  meas- 
ure to  the  commercial  prosperity  an<l  upbuilding 
of  the  city. 

In  1893  iMr.  John.son  was  married  to  iMiss 
Mary  E.  Morrow,  a native  of  W^eakle)-  county, 
Tennessee,  and  a niece  of  J.  S.  Morrow.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Johnson  have  five  children,  three  sons 
and  two  daughters,  namely:  Audrey,  Willie  M., 
Rupert,  Albert  W.,  and  IMar}'  E.  They  occupy 
a prominent  .social  position  and  the  hospitality 
of  the  best  homes  of  this  part  of  die  state  is  cor- 
dially extended  them.  Fraternally  Mr.  Johnson 
is  connected  witli  the  Odd  Fellovvs  and  the 
Woodmen.  In  his  business  career  he  has  made 
steady  advancement,  achieving  success  through 
honorable  effort,  untiring  indiustry  and  capable 
management,  while  in  private  life  he  has  gained 
that  w'arm  personal  regard  whicli  arises  from 
true  nobility  of  character  and  deference  for  the 
opinion  of  otlicrs. 

OSCAR  C.  SCHNEIDER.  Mr.  Sdineider, 
our  subject,  first  entered  Nortliern  and  Western 
Texas  in  1876,  when  he  established  himself  in 
Fort  Worth  and  applied  himself  to  the  learning 
of  the  tinner’s  trade.  Having  become  proficient 
in  his  work,  he  went  tlie  rounds  of  the  city  with 


the  1iardw:^re  firms  of  Havens,  Lake,  Gay  and 
Nash,  and  for  some  time  he  was  tinner  for  Wil- 
son & Robinson,  of  Colorado  City.  In  1883  he 
came  to  Montague  county  and  e.-.tabli.shed  a busi- 
ness in  the  new  town  of  Bowie.  The  same  fall  he 
associated  himself  with  his  brother  and  added  a 
stock  of  hardware  and  for  ten  years  Schneider 
Bros,  conducted  that  business  and  pro.spered  as  a 
firm.  In  1893  Oscar  C.,  our  subject,  decided  to 
engage  in  farming  and  stock  raising  and,  pre- 
paratory to  that  end,  he  moved  to  his  brother’s 
farm  on  the  Bowie  anrl  Newport  road. 

The  Schneider  farms  embrace  nearly  eight 
hundred  acres,  chiefly  range  land,  an<l  Oscar  C. 
Schneider  superintends  the  dual  iruhislry  carried 
on  there  with  intelligence  .and  success.  Industry 
was  one  of  the  chief  characteristics  of  the  family 
from- the  first  and  this  trail  has  not  failed  to  show 
itself  most  prominently  in  the  career  of  the  two 
brothers  mentioned  in  this  article. 

Oscar  C.  Schneider  was  bom  in  New  Orleans, 
Louisiana,  October  29,  1853,  and  is  a brother  of 
Alfred  C.  Schneider,  who.se  personal  notice  ap- 
pears in  this  work.  From  Galveston,  where  the 
family  lived  probably  a dozen  years,  they  went, 
in  1868,  to  Hempstead,  and  while  reaching  years 
of  maturity  our  subject  lived  there  and  in  Bren- 
ham,  Corsicana,  Houston  and  Texarkana.  In 
early  life  he  became  a clerk  in  a dry  goods  hou.se 
and  later  went  on  the  I.  & G.  N.  Railway,  and 
on  the  Texas  Central  Railway,  as  a fireman,  and 
was  in  the  railroad  service  some  three  years.  At 
this  juncture  he  took  him  a wife,  quit  the  road 
and  took  up  the  tin  business  in  Fort  Worth,  as 
above  related. 

Mr.  Schneider  was  first  married  June  12,  1876, 
his  wife  being  Mrs.  Ellen  Borough,  a daughter 
of  John  Kizziar.  The  children  of  this  union  were: 
Joseph  and  Charles,  who  are  in  the  state  of  Wash- 
ington; Oscar,  of  Montague  county,  married 
Bertha  DeArmond;  George  and  Grover,  of 
Bowie;  Robert,  who  died  at  twelve  years,  and 
Sophia,  yet  with  the  family  circle.  August  26. 
1900,  Mr.  Schneider  married  j\Irs.  Matilda  Dur- 
ham, a daughter  of  Lawrence  Garhart.  Spurgeon 
L.  Durham  is  Mrs.  Schneider’s  first  child  and 
she  and  Mr.  Schneider  are  the  parents  of  two 
little  sons.  Clarence  and  Lawrence. 

In  addition  to  his  tract  of  one  hundred  and 
seventy-six  acres  of  prairie  land  near  him  Mr. 
Schneider  owns  the  Bowie  cotton  yard.  His  la- 
bor and  his  business  foresight  have  earned  him  a 
substantial  com])etence  for  the  years  of  the  future 
and  his  civic  relations  with  his  fellow  men  guar- 
antee him  their  confidence  and  lasting  good  will. 
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RICHARD  ELLIS  SHERRILL.  The  liis- 
!ory  of  the  Sherrill  family  in  America  covers  a 
wide  territory  and  goes  bade  to  the  early  settle- 
ment of  this  country  when  two  brothers  came 
here  frciin  England  seeking  a home  in  the 'new 
world  where  they  could  worship  God  acconling 
to  llie  dictates  of  their  own  con.sciences.  They 
were  of  Norman-French  descent.  The  name  of 
one  ot  the  brothers  i.s  not  known.  The  other, 
Samuel,  settled  on  f.ong  Island,  New  York,  and 
one  branch  cf  his  family  moved  .south,  first  to 
\ irgiiha  and  thence  to  North  Carolina.  De- 
lighied  vtith  the  Catawba  lands  of  North  Caro- 
lin.i.  they  left  their  \'irginia  holdings,  near  Har- 
ptr'.s  Ferry,  nn.sold  and  never  returned  to  look 
after  tlioin.  I.ater,  when  these  land.s  became  val- 
uable, tliey  were  known  as  “Sherriir,s  Folly.” 
Tbi.s  was  j>rior  to  the  Revolutionary  war.  Sub- 
secjuemly  the  Sherrills  .scattered  over  South  Car- 
olina, least  Tennessee  and  Georgia,  where  they 
were  inuuslritms  and  highly  respected  citizens, 
for  tb.e  most  i)art  fanner.N  and  all  well  off,  few’ 
of  them,  however,  ever  becoming  wealthy.  They 
wore  people  of  fine  physique,  tall,  broad  shoul- 
dered, strong  and  healthy  men,  generally  with 
black  hair  and  eye.s ; the  daughters,  many’  of 
llicm  noted  for  their  beauty,  became  good  wives 
and  mothers  and  the  best  of  housekeeper.s,  and 
all  were  con.sistent  Christians.  The  lineal  de.-,c.ent 
from  Samuel  Slierrill  to  the  gentleman  whose 
name  introduces  this  sketch  is  as  follow’S : Sam- 
tiel,  Wiili.am.  ,\dam,  Uriah,  Enos.  Richard  Ellis, 
and  Richaril  Ellis,  Jr, 

'Fhe  first  Richar,!  Ellis  .Sherrill  was  born  Jan- 
uar>  17.  1816.  in  Catawba.  North  Carolina,  on 
the  obi  homestead  obtained  by  a grant  from 
King  George.  His  mother  was  before  her  mar- 
riage Elizabeth  HcCoriuick.  Her  parents,  An- 
drew and  Catherine  iMcCormick.  came  to  this 
country  from  Irelaml  and  Holland  respectively, 
both  being'  .self-exiled  in  carl)  life  to  escape 
death  at  the  hands  of  Roniish  persecution.  Rich- 
ard's earlv  training  was  received  on  liis  fath- 
er's farm,  under  the  stricte.st  religiou.s  influence. 
He  entered  Davidson  College  at  David.snn,  North 
Carolina,  wdicn  it  first  opened  its  doors  for  stu- 
dents, and  graduated  in  the  class  of  1841,  with 
nr,st  I'lonors.  He  tvas  at  once  offered  and  ac- 
cepted a profes.sorship  in  the  college,  and  taught 
tlure  for  atuiiie  previous  to  taking  a course  m 
tlu;  Cedumbia  Theological  Seminary,  a Presby- 
terian ii'!'titutk>n,  at  Columbia,  South  Carolina, 
fie  served  churches  in  Soul  It  Carolina,  Missis- 
sippi, I'ennessee,  Kentucky  and  Texas,  and  or- 
ganized iwcnty-thrcc  chiirche.s,  many  of  which 
arc  to-day  among  the  strong  ones  of  the  State. 


During  his  ministry  he  received  into  the  church 
on  confession  of  faith  no  less  than  five  hundred 
[teople.  He  came  to  Texas  in  1870  and  settled 
in  Titus  county',  from  which  place  he  extended 
hi.s  l.ahors  to  various  parts  of  the  .state.  In  1890 
he  moved  to  Haskell,  where  he  made  hi.s  home 
up  to  the  time  of  his  death,  Septemlier  17,  1897. 
A man  of  rare  ability  and  power,  with  energies 
consecrated  to  the  work  of  God,  it  would  be  hard 
to  estimate  hi.s  influence  for  good  in  this  world. 
Hi.s  life  was  absolutely  above  reproach.  A 
brother  minister  .says  of  him;  “Through  all 
these  years  I never  heard  from  his  lips  anything 
beneath  the  dignity'  of  his  high  calling,  and  I 
always  felt  while  sitting  under  his  ministry  that 
I was  li.stening  to  a consecrated  man."  His  wife 
died  March  25,  1900.  .^hc  was  the  mother  of 
seven  children,  four  of  whom  are  now  living: 
Charles  Read,  Richard  Ellis,  IMrs.  Eugenia  L. 
.Smith  and  \^'illiam  Enos,  the  eldest  .son  a resi- 
dent of  Cor.sieana,  Te.vas,  die  daughter  at  .\nnis- 
ton.  Alabama  (wliere  the  motlier  died),  and  the 
other  two  sons  at  Haskell.  Texa.s. 

Richard  Ellis  Sherrill,  udiose  name  grace.?  this 
.sketch,  was  born  at  Ofahoma,  [..cake  county,  J.Iis- 
sissippi,  iVIardi  17,  i86r,  came  w ith  his  father  to 
Texas  in  X870,  and  settled  at  Sherman  in  1872. 
He  w as  educated  principally  at  Sherman,  where 
he  attcnd.cd  Austin  College,  and  while  there  re- 
ceived a prize  for  excellent  work.  On  account 
of  trouble  with  his  eyes,  however,  he  was  obliged 
to  discontinue  his  studies  and  did  not  finish  his 
course.  He  clerked  in  a hardware  store  for 
some  time,  after  which,  associated  with  hi.s  broth- 
ers, Charles  R.  and  Mdlliam  E..  he  engaged  in 
the  hardware  business  sncce.ssively  at  Taylor, 
Graham  and  Haskell,  dating  his  identity  with  the 
last  named  place  from  1S90.  In  addition  to  deal- 
ing in  hardware,  they  arc  also  interested  in  the 
manufacture  of  huildincr  stone  at  Haskell,  their 
plant  here  being  the  third  one  in  the  stale.  The 
new’  Haskell  school  house  i.s  built  of  their  stone. 

Fersistent  anrl  intelligent  effort  has  character- 
ized l\Ir.  SherriH’s  life,  has  won  his  commercial 
success  an<l  placed  him  where  he  stands  to-dav, 
at  tlie  liead  of  the  oldest  firm  in  the  county.  He 
was  the  first  president  of  the  Cotnincrcial  Club 
here,  having  for  its  sole  purpose  the  upbuilding 
of  the  town  and  county';  has  been  a member  of 
every  railroad  committee  here ; and  for  fifteen 
rears  almost  continuously'  has  been  a member  of 
the  Public  .School  Board.  Indeed,  he  has  been 
an  active  participant  and  counsellor  in  nearly 
even'  forwanl  movement  for  the  commercial,  in- 
tellectual and  moral  upbuilding  of  the  county'.  He 
has  been  a member  of  the  Presbyterian  church 
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since  1871  and  since  1884  has  been  an  elder  in 
the  same.  Fraternally,  he  is  a Knight  of 
Pythias. 

Mr.  Sherrill  married,  March  21,  1889,  Miss 
Katie  H;  Taylor,  at  Graham,  Texas,  niece  of  J. 
B.  Norris,  a hardware  dealer  of  that  city.  In 
their  family  are  four  children,  as  follows;  Lewis 
Joseph,  born  April  18,  1892;  Frances  Loui.se, 
March  5,  1896;  Carrie,  February  16,  i'898,  and 
Richard  Ellis,  Jr.,  November  12,  1899. 

OSCAR  E.  OATES,  Judge  of  Haskell  county 
court,  was  bom  in  Polk  county,  Texas,  January 
7,  1861,  a son  of  pioneer  settlers  of  the  “Lone 
Star  State.”  The  Oates  family  are  of  Scotch- 
Irish  origin.  Three  brothers  of  tlie  name  of 
Oates  came  to  this  country  from  Scotland  and 
settled  in  the  Carolinas.  John  R.  Oates,  the 
Judge’s  father,  was  descended  from  one  of  these 
brothers,  and  was  born  in  Alabama.  In  that 
state  he  married  Miss  Sarah  Peebles,  also  a 
native  of  Alabama.  In  tlie  latter  part  of  the 
year  1855,  with  his  wife  anel  tliree  children,  he 
started  for  Texas,  and  arrived  in  Polk  county 
in  February'  of  the  following  year.  He  was  a 
farmer  by'  occupation  and  his  life  was  given 
chiefly  to  agricultural  pursuits.  Eight  years, 
however,  he  serv'ed  as  Tax  Assessor  of  Polk 
county,  an  office  to  which  he  was  twice  elected 
for  a term  of  four  years  each.  He  died  Septem- 
ber 2,  1892,  at  the  age  of  .sixty  y'ears,  and  his 
wife  died  December  23,  1874.  Six  children  were 
born  to  them  after  tlieir  removal  to  Texas,  mak- 
ing nine  in  all,  and  of  this  number  four  are  now 
living — three  sons  and  one  daughter. 

Judge  Oates  passed  his  boyhood  on  his  fath- 
er’s farm.  As  a lad  he  was  busy  assisting  w’ith 
the  farm  work  most  of  the  y'Car,  attending  school 
only  during  the  summer  montlis  until  he  was 
nineteen.  Then  he  went  to  what  wa.s  known  as 
Jones  Prairie,  a better  school  than  tlie  one  near 
his  home,  where  he  was  a student  fifteen  months. 
At  tlie  expiration  of  diat  time  he  obtained  a first 
grade  certificate,  and  began  teacliing  country' 
school  as  a means  to  pave  his  way'  to  sometliing' 
higher  in  life.  For  five  years  he  taught  school. 
In  June,  1887,  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar,  ob- 
taining his  license  from  the  district  court  in  Polk 
county'.  Immediately  he  began  the  practice  of 
law'.  In  Novemlier.  1888,  he  was  elected  Judge 
of  Polk  county,  was  re-elected  in  1890  and  again 
in  1892,  and  served  in  all  a term  of  six  y'ears. 
On  his  retirement  from  the  bench.  Judge  Oate.s 
resumed  tltc  practice  of  law  in  Polk  county, 
w'hcre  he  remained  until  July  i,  1901,  when  he 
moved  to  Haskell  county.  Here  in  November, 
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1904,  he  was  elected  county'  judge  of  Haskell 
county,  tlie  office  he  now  holds,  which  honor 
was  received  at  the  hands  of  the  Democratic 
party.  Judge  Oates  lias  ahvay's  taken  a deep  in- 
terest in  educational  alTairs.  In  connection  with 
tlie  office  of  coniUy  judge  he  is  also  ex-officio 
county  supcriulcndeut  of  Public  Instruction,  a 
position  he  is  peculiarly  well  fitted  to  fill.  Dur- 
ing his  re.sidenoe  in  H.askell  county'  he  has  ac- 
cumulated valuable  property,  in  which  is  included 
two  hundred  and  fifty  acres  of  land  under  culti- 
vation. 

iilareh  18,  189T,  Judge  Oates  married  iliss 
i^^ary  A.  Josey,  a native  of  Polk  county',  Texas, 
both  having  been  reared  in  the  same  neighbor- 
hood. They  are  the  parents  of  five  children,  four 
sons  and  one  daughter:  John  R.,  Oscar  E., 

\ ehia,  Ewen  II.  and  Kenneth  D. 

I'Vateniaily'  he  is  identified  with  Ibe  .IMasonic 
order,  of  which  he  has  been  a member  fourteen 
ycar.s,  and  for  fifteen  years  he  has  been  a niem- 
nicmber  of  the  Baptist  church. 

HON.  JOHN  E.  THOMAS,  judge  of  the 
county  court  of  Jones  county,  is  a native  of 
Trigg  county',  Kcntncky,  born  August  26,  1865. 
His  father,  Thomas  E.  Thomas,  was  bom  in  Vir- 
ginia in  August,  1817,  and  lived  in  Tennessee 
near  Clarksville  until  after  his  marriage,  when 
he  removed  from  that  state  to  Kentucky.  He 
had  wedded  Miss  Fannie  E.  Shawy  a native  of 
Stewart  county,  Tennessee,  and  they  made  their 
home  ill  Trigg  county,  Kentucky,  from  the  time 
they  took  up  their  abode  there,  where  the  father 
died  and  the  mother  still  lives.  The  father  was 
a farmer  by  oecupalion  and  followed  that  pur- 
suit during  the  greater  p.art  of  his  life.  He  died 
in  1894  at  the  age  of  seveiitv-eiglit  years  but  is 
still  survived  by  bis  widow,  who  yet  resides  up- 
on the  old  homestead  in  the  Blue  Grass  state. 
In  their  family  were  several  children  who  died 
in  infancy,  wliile  two  sons  and  two  daughters 
arc  yet  living. 

Judge  Thoma.s  was  reared  to  farm  life,  work- 
ing  upon  the  old  hoine.stead  as  soon  as  old 
enough  to  manage  the  plow.  He  hecanie  famil- 
iar with  agricultural  pursuits  in  every'  depart- 
ment and  continued  under  the  parental  roof  un- 
til nineteen  y'ears  of  age,  when  lie  went  to  Cadiz, 
the  county  seat  of  Trigg  county,  and  was  there 
cmploy'ed  in  the  office  of  his  uncle,  John  D. 
Shaw',  who  was  the  circuit  clerk  of  the  county. 
He  thus  served  for  two  years  and  at  intervals 
during  that  period  he  attended  the  public 
.schools.  Judge  Thomas  arrived  in  Texas  in 
M.ay,  i88q,  and  entered  the  law  office  of  B. 
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Frank  Eiiie,  wlio  was  then  a practitioner  at  the 
bar  of  Anson.  In  Febniart',  1890.  he  obtained 
a license  to  practice  law  and  entered  into  part- 
nership with  his  former  precej>tor  under  the  firm 
stt  le  of  Rule  & Thoma.s,  continuing  as  such’  un- 
til he  was  elected  county  attf>rney  of  Jones 
county  for  a term  of  two  years.  He  then  sev- 
ered his  partnership  with  3Ir.  Ruie  and  entered 
upon  the  discharge  of  his  official  duties.  Fol- 
lowing his  retirement  from  office  he  resumed  the 
practice  of  law  alone  and  was  accorded  a liberal 
clientage  that  connected  him  with  much  of  the 
important  litigation  tried  in  the  courts  of  his 
district.  ITe  was  elected  county  judge  of  Jones 
ct.umty  in  November,  icpo,  and  has  held  the 
office  to  the  present  time  in  the  fall  of  h,k)5.  He 
is  likewise  ex-officio  county  superintendent  of 
public  instruction.  On  the  bench  he  makes  a 
dignified  jmcsiding  officer,  fully  sustaining  the 
majesty  of  the  law,  while  his  decisions  arc 
marked  by  strict  impartality  and  arc  character- 
ized by  a thorough  understanding  of  legal  prin- 
ciples and  by  due  regard  to  the  equity  of  the 
ca.se. 

In  November,  tS'.'iq,  Ju.'ige  Thoma.s  was  mar- 
ried to  Jliss  Josic  Treadwell,  a native  of  Louis- 
iana l)Ut  at  t itat  time  a resident  of  Anson.  They 
have  a famil\  of  four  children;  Owen,  Fannie, 
John  and  Edwin,  The  judge  has  been  a mem- 
ber of  the  Kiiight.s  of  Pythias  fraternity  for  two 
years  and  he  likewise  belongs  to  the  Cinnber- 
larid  Presbv  tt  rian  church.  He  is  an  earnest  and 
di.scrimluating  stu(.lcnt  of  everything  perraning 
io  legal  mattv'rs  and  during  hi-  service  on  the 
bench  he  ha.s  decided  many  impevrtant  cases,  iii.s 
decisions  being  generally  regarded  as  just  and 
sliovting  great  care  and  investigation  from  every 
point  of  \’iew. 

WILLIAAI  ENOS  SHERRILL,  a prominent 
hardware  merchant  of  Haskell.  Texas,  was  horn 
in  Ofahrmta,  Leake  county,  lUissis.sippi,  ,\iigust 
29.  tSbS.  11  is  ancestral  history  will  be  found 
on  another  page  of  Litis  work  iiilrttdnctor}'  to 
tile  sketch  of  iiw  brother,  Richard  Ellis  Sherrill. 

.\t  the  time  the  Sherrill  home  was  transferred 
from  Mis.=issippi  to  Texas,  William  E.  was  in 
his  infancy.  He  attended  school  at  Seguin, 
Guad.alnpe  cotuity,  and  at  .\Iilteird,  L’lis  county, 
and  later  was  a smdent  at  the  Southwestern 
Preshyteri.an  University  at  Clark.sviilc,  Tennes- 
•^ce,  and  the  Wc.stminstcT  College  at  Fidton, 
Ivltssoari,  of  which  last  named  institution  he  is  a 
graduate.  A\’hen  he  started  out  in  a business 
life  it  was  with  his  br-ithers  Charles  R.  and 
Richar-l  b,,.  .-if  the  firm  of  Sherrill  Brothers, 


hardware  dealers,  at  Taylor.  Texas.  lie  came 
into  the  estahli.shment  at  Haskell  in  1S90,  and 
the  firm  sttde  was  changed  to  Sherrill  Brothers 
& Company,  which  name  is  retained  to  the 
present  time,  and  which  now  figures  as  one  of 
tlie  oldest  and  mo,‘=t  enterprising  firms  of  Has- 
kell, where  they  have  been  located  since  1890. 

.April  12,  1897,  Mr.  Sherrill  married  Miss 
Effie  IMaydelle  De  France,  daughter  of  Abraham 
and  Mattie  De  France,  early  settlers  of  Haskell. 
Their  family  consists  of  two  children,  namely: 
Lena  Maydclle,  born  March  17,  1898,  and  Will- 
iam Brevard,  born  October  28,  1900.  Follow- 
ing in  the  footsteps  of  his  honored  father,  Mr. 
Sherrill  in  early  manhood  identified  himself 
with  the  Presbyterian  churcli,  of  which  he  has 
been  a constant  member  for  the  past  fifteen 
years.  He  is  a member  of  the  following  frater- 
nal organizations:  K.  of  P.,  I.  O.  O.  P'.,  K.  O. 
T.  yi.,  W.  O.  W„  A.  F.  & A.  M.,  also  R.  A.  M. 
and  K.  T..  and  last,  but  not  least,  the  Concaten- 
ated Order  of  Hoo  Hoo. 

WILLIAM  G.  HUDSON.  It  is  the  province 
of  this  personal  sketch  to  relate  in  brief  the 
career  of  a most  worthy  citizen  of  Wise  county, 
who,  since  the  year  1884,  has  been  connected 
wdth  the  religious  as  W’ell  as  the  agricultural 
work  of  the  county  and  has  established  himself, 
through  his  exalted  character  and  genuine  per- 
sonal worth,  ineradicably  in  the  hearts  of  the  cit- 
izenship of  a wide  locality.  In  the  person  of 
William  G.  Hud.son  we  have  a gentleman  whose 
rural  achievem.ents  mark  him  as  an  intelligent 
farmer  and  w-hose  spiritual  work  has  led  to  the 
awakening  of  souls  surcharged  with  sin  and 
their  regeneration  for  the  world  to  come.  In 
his  dual  capacity  as  a minister-farmer  he  goes 
alxnit  his  work  with  a determination  to  effect 
results,  to  winch  his  financial  and  social  stand- 
ing in  his  community  amply  testify. 

Before  his  advent  to  Wise  county  and  his  lo- 
c.ating  one  mile  east  of  Bridgeport  Mr.  Hudson 
passed  six  years  in  Johnson  county,  Texas,  and 
prior  to  that  as  many  years  in  Tarrant  county, 
in  both  of  which  he  followed  farming,  the  voca- 
tion he  acquired  in  youth.  He  came  to  the 
state  fmm  Cherokee  county,  Alabama,  in  1872, 
having  grown  tip  there  from  his  birth,  April  17, 
1842. 

About  the  vear  1832  the  family  was  founded 
in  .Alabama  by  William  B.  Hudson  and  his  fath- 
er, father  and  gnindf.ather,  respectively,  of  our 
subject,  and  they  were  emigrants  from  Ten- 
nes.see.  Both  passed  their  remaining  vears  in 
Alabama  and  were  identified  with  the  work  of 
building  up  country  homes  and  in  promoting 
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the  spirit  of  domestic  progress  which  lay  prac- 
tically dormant  in  that  day  and  time.  The 
grandfather  was  a mill  man  as  well  as  a farmer, 
and  tradition  tells  of  his  claim  to  English  antece- 
dents, but  does  not  fix  the  place . nor  the  date. 
He  married  a Miss  McClure,  a lady  of  Irish 
blood,  and  their  eight  children  were:  Thomas, 
Robert,  John,  William,  Eliza,  w'ho  married  Will- 
iam Hegler;  Sallie,  wife  of  Richard  Milner; 
Jane,  who  died  unmarried  : and  Mary,  wife  of 
John  Snyder. 

William  B.  Hudson  was  born  in  Tennessee, - 
in  1804,  had  mill  and  farming  interests,  ' 
like  his  father,  and  owned  a tanyard  too.  He 
had  a good  business  mind  but  possessed  only  a 
fair  education  and  left  an  estate  at  his  death  in 
1857-  He  married  Mary  McClure,  who  died  in 
1844,  the  mother  of  Sylve.ster  M.,  of  .Arkansas; 
Robert  L.,  who  was  killed  as  a Confederate  sol- 
dier; Holhert,  who  died  at  tw'enty-four  y'cars ; 
Mary,  who  passed  away  unmarried : William  G.. 
of  this  article;  and  Rebecca,  who  became  the 
wife  of  Job  Lawler  of  Talladega  county, 
Alabama,  both  deceased.  William  E.  Hudson 
married  Priscilla  Loftus  for  his  second  wdfe  and 
five  other  children  were  added  to  his  household, 
viz : Allen  and  Leonidas,  deceased ; Oliver  and 
Samuel,  farmers  of  Wise  county,  and  Fannie, 
wife  of  Frank  McMinn,  of  Cherokee  county, 
Texas. 

The  ru-stic  .schools  of  the  fifties  had  to  do  with 
the  limited  edtication  William  G.  Hudson  se- 
cured and  when  his  father  died  he  made  his 
boyhood  home  with  John  Hudson,  39  uncle.  He 
was  a tall  and  ungainly  youth  when  secession 
caused  the  w'ar  between  the  states  and  was  busy 
with  the  commonplace  affairs  of  the  farm,  but 
he  responded  to  the  call  to  arms  early  and  en- 
listed in  Company  C,  Seventh  .Alabama  Infantry, 
for  twelve  months  and  w-as  mustered  out  at 
Corinth,  Mississippi  when  his  enlistment  expired. 
He  rejoined  the  army,  entering  the  Nineteenth 
.Alabama  for  three  years  and  remained  till  the 
breakup  occurred.  He  took  part  in  the  Mur-- 
freesboro  and  Chickamauga  battles  and  in  many 
minor  engagements  and  in  May,  1864.  wdiile  at 
Cassville,  Georgia,  was  captured  and  shipped 
to  Rix:k  Island,  Illinois,  and  ke])t  in  a Federal 
military  prison  until  the  end  of  the  war.  He 
reached  home  in  June  of  1865  atid  resumed  the 
work  of  the  fann. 

After  the  vrar  our  subject  started  life  at  the 
bottom  of  the  ladder  and  began  slowly  to  climb. 
When  he  came  to  Texas  he  had  little  more  than 
enough  to  defray  his  expense  hither  by  wagon. 
He  brought  with  him  a wife  and  plenty  of  home- 
spun  clothes,  made  by  the  wife  after  the  war. 


and  when  they  had  fairly  settled  in  Tarrant  coun- 
ty' and  ready  to  resume  the  burdens  of  life  fifteen 
cents  in  money  was  all  they  had.  They  were 
hardly  more  than  renters  until  they  settled  in 
Wise  county  and  here  i\lr.  Hudson  bought  a 
hundred  acres  of  land,  with  two  small  cabins, 
and  took  possession  of  his  first  permanent  home. 
.All  hands  began  the  task  of  clearing  the  farm, 
wife  and  children,  too,  and  many  was  the  time 
that  the  family  wash  .went  on  the  line  before 
the  industrious  wife  took  up  her  station  “in 
the  new'  ground”  and  encouraged  the  little  folks 
to  hold  fast.  In  time  ample  fields  were  opened 
out  and  the  modem  cottage  took  the  place  of 
the  pioneer  cabin  and  the  children  married  off 
and  father  and  mother  were  again  alone. 

Febriiarv  18.  1865,  i\Ir.  Hudson  married  Miss 
Mary  E.  High,  a daughter  of  John  vV.  High  and 
Catherine  (Taylor)  High.  Mr.  High  was  orig- 
inally from  North  Carolina,  of  Dutch  and  English 
descent,  but  Mrs.  Hudson  was  born  in  Cherokee 
county.  .Alabama,  June  15,  1845.  Of  their  chil- 
dren,' Martha  died  in  Comanche  county,  Texas, 
as  the  wife  of  .-Andrew  iVlon'ison  ; Juda  married 
Frank  Hudson  and  died  in  Hunt  county.  Texas; 
Sarah  married  John  A.  Matthews,  of  Huntsville, 
.Alabama;  Wilii.am  P.,  died  aged  twenty-four 
years,  a farmer:  Nancy  married  Whiliam  Mit- 
chell and  died  in  Hunt  county,  Te.xas,  and  Emma 
died  there  as  the  wife  of  “Bud”  Lida ; Amanda, 
wife  of  James  McLaren,  of  Huntsville,  Alabama; 
Maggie  became  Mrs.  Tohn  Roberts  and  passed 
away  in  Brown  county,  Te.xas.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
High  came  to  Te.xas  in  18T.3  and  the  former 
died  in  Comanche  county,  while  the  latter  resided 
in  Hunt  county  vvhen  she  died.  John  W.  High’s 
father  was  T.  W'hitehead  High,  who  married 
Juda  Walker,  a native  of  North  Carolina  and 
daughter  of  verv  vvealthv  parents.  John  W. 
High’s  brothers  and  sisters:  Nancy  Cobh,  Felix, 
Jane  Taylor,  Narcissus  Cobb,  William  P.,  .Sarah 
E..  Cynthia  Ann  Farr,  Keheoca,  Perry,  Jacob. 
Van  Buren.  Catherine  (Taylor)  High  was 
daughter  of  Charles  anil  Elizabeth  Taylor, 
whose  children  were:  James,  Mary.  Susanna, 
John,  Elizabeth,  Catherine.  .Ann,  W’iliiam, 
Nancy  Jane. 

Mr.  and  Mr.s.  Hudson’s  family  comprise  one 
child  that  died  at  birth ; Rebecca  C..  died  aged 
.sixteen  months:  William  E..  died  ten  weeks  old; 
Samuel  L.,  died  aged  twenty  two  months:  John 
S.,  died  aged  eight  months;  Oliver  L.,  of  Indian 
Territory,  who  m.arried  Olivia  Couch  and  has 
children.  I.  Granville,  Thomas  H.  and  Erl  W, ; 
Ida,  wife  of  J.  H.  Greer,  of  \Vise  county,  has 
issue.  John  Elbe.t:  Edra ; and  A’ersia  B.,  who 
married  Minnie  M.  Barnett,  is  the  father  of 


HISTORY  OF  NORTH  AND  WEST  TEXAS. 


•Mary  A.,  John  William,  Herman  O.  and  Robert 
J. ; Wilda,  wife  of  Joseph  Blcwitt,  of  Wise 
county,  has  a daughter,  Dera  O. 

While  Mr.  Hudson’s  parents  were  of  the  Cum- 
berland Presbyterian  faith,  in  the  fall  of  1865  he 
joined  the  Missionary  Baptists  and  grew  in  in- 
terest and  enthusiasm  in  the  work  of  the  church. 
For  the  past  quarter  of  a century  he  has  been 
qualified  to  preach  and  for  some  twenty  years  he 
has  done  the  work  of  a regular  charge.  In  his 
limited  sphere  he  has  been  a busy  man  and  those 
who  have  come  under  his  spiritual  guidance  and 
influence  know  and  appreciate  him  fc^r  his  real 
worth. 

JOSEPH  KNIGHT  GAHLT,  ^I.  D.  In 
passing  in  review  the  worthy  subject  of  this 
brief  article  it  is  fitting  to  honor  him  with  the 
title  of  a jtrofession  with  which  he  was  closely 
and  successfully  identified  in  Texas  for  a num- 
ber of  years  and  in  which  his  distinction  as  a 
citizen  was  gained.  For  nearly  thirty-  years 
Texas  has  known  him  as  one  of  her  sons  and 
whether  in  the  juactiee  of  medicine  or  in  the 
pursuit  of  business,  his  patrons  atid  his  associ- 
ates alike  testify  enthusiastically  and  without 
reserve  to  his  loyalty  as  a citizen,  his  fidelity 
as  a friend,  to  liis  reliability  as  neighbor  and  to 
his  integrity  as  a man.  To  know  him  is  to  be- 
come his  friend,  and  to  win  his  friendship  is  to 
share  in  the  beneficent  intluenec  of  his  manly 
\ irtues. 

During  our  cciitciiiiial  year  Dr.  Gault  located 
at  LaGrange,  in  Tay  ette  county , Texas,  a young 
physieian.  fresh  from  his  .'tudies  and  in  the  vim 
and  vigor  of  young  manhood.  Whth  his  natural 
endowments,  with  his  professional  attaimnents, 
and  with  the  jirestigc  of  his  Alma  IMatcr,  his 
equipment  for  his  work  of  the  future  was  com- 
plete an<l  he  entered  upon  his  practice  with  no 
misgi\  ings  as  to  his  success.  He  was  identified 
with  the  community  of  I.aGrangc  until  1885 
when  he  esiabli.shed  him.self  in  the  new  village 
of  Bellevue,  whore  he  continued  his  professional 
pursuits  until  i8t)0,  when,  having  ae<|uired  l)u.'i- 
ness  interests  demanding  much  of  his  time,  he 
witliclrew  from  active  jtractice  and  has  since  giv- 
en hiiiiself  over  to  business  affairs. 

Having  purchased  a .small  raiidi  of  one  thou- 
sand .acres,  Dr.  Gault  fenced  and  stocked  it  and 
it,  together  with  tanning,  occupied  his  time  until 
K)e>i.  when  a son  assumed  active  oversight  of  it 
arid  he  directed  his  attention  to  other  matters. 
Jr  ><yij  he  acquired  ef>ntrol  of  the  livery  bti.si- 
ness  in  Bellevue  and  this  lie  has  qualified  to  zi 
second  son  to  conduct,  with  the  result  that  he, 
in  t<kH.  established  a furniture  and  undertaking 


business  in  the  little  town,  which  will  eventually 
fall  to  the  conduct  of  his  third  and  youngest 
son,  with  the  father  having  a general  supervision 
over  all. 

Joseph  K.  Gault  was  born  in  Louisville,  Ken- 
tucky, July  2,  1853,  and  was  reared  and  educated 
in  the  public  scliools  of  that  city.  His  father, 
Josct>h  Gault,  was  one  of  the  old-time  lumber 
and  planing-mil!  men  of  the  city,  having  been 
engaged  in  the  business  until  his  death  in  1902. 
His  long  residence  in  that  metropolis  and  his 
connection  with  some  of  its  important  industries 
and  its  municipal  affairs  made  him  widcN 
known,  and  although  his  early’  mental  training 
was  sadly  neglected,  experience  brought  him  a 
wealth  of  business  knowledge  and  laid  the 
groundwork  of  the  accumulation  of  a modest 
fortune,  \ icwed  from  the  standpoint  of  his 
early  advantages  and  environment,  Joseph  Gault 
\va.s  a remarkable  man.  He  was  bom  in  Ire- 
land in  1814,  was  brought  to  the  United  States 
in  1S15  by  liis  parents  who  settled  in  IMarylaiid 
where  they  soon  died,  leaving  children;  John, 
George,  James,  Joseph  and  Barbara.  John  and 
Joseph  passed  their  lives  in  Kentucky  and 
George  and  James  died  in  New  Orleans.  All 
became  “river  men’’  and  Joseph  became  a pilot 
on  the  Ohio  and  IMississippi  rivers,  betw  een  Cin- 
cinnati and  New  Orleans.  Barbara  became  the 
wife  of  a ilr.  Whan. 

Joseph  Gault  left  the  river  service  and  en- 
gaged in  the  retail  lumber  trade  in  Louisville, 
and.  in  time,  established  a planing-mill  and 
sash  and  door  factory’  in  connection  with  it.  He 
was  drawn  into  the  politics  of  the  city’,  when  his 
business  capacity  and  sound  judgment  had  been 
demonstrated,  and  as  a Democrat  was  elected 
alderman  in  the  Klcventh  ward,  being  frequently’ 
re-elected  and  serving  as  such  for  sixteen  years. 
He  was  married  in  New  Orleans  to  Mary  Ellen, 
a daughter  of  Henry  Shaw,  w hose  other  children 
were:  Debbie.  Rebecca  and  Lewis,  all  deceased, 
iMary  Ellen  dying  !March  12,  i860.  Dr.  Joseph 
K.  and  George  Gault  were  the  is.sue  of  this 
marriage,  the  latter  dying,  without  lieirs,  at  the 
age  of  forty-eight.  For  his  second  wife  Joseph 
Gault  married  i\Iarv  Nuttcll,  whose  children 
were:  Miss  Mary,  of  Louisville,  and  Margaret, 
wife  of  John  Fliekens,  of  that  city. 

Dr,  J.  K.  Gault  grew  up  about  his  father’s 
lumber  yard  and  factory  and  at  maturity  began 
a course  of  medical  reading  witb  Dr.  A.  Given, 
of  Louisville.  When  properly  equipped  he  en- 
tered the  University  IMedieal  College  of  that 
city’  and  comjilctcd  his  course  with  the  graduat- 
ing class  of  1876.  He  engager!  temporarily  in 
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the  practice  in  his  old  home  and  then  came  to 
the  Lone  Star  state  and  identified  himself  with 
La  Grange. 

In  Favette  county,  Texas,  October  lO,  187S, 
Dr.  Gault  married  Miss  Kate  ll.  Alanton,  a 
daughter  of  a Mexican  war  veteran,  Edwin  B. 
Manton,  a Texas  settler  of  1832  and  a native  of 
Rhode  Island.  Mr.  Manton  was  in  tlse-war  for 
Texas  independence  and  was  one  of  seventeen 
men  of  the  one  hundred  and  seventy  captured  at 
the  Dawson  ma.ssacre  that  escaped  death.  lie. 
passed  his  la.st  years  in  Fayette  county  as  a. 
farmer.  He  married  a Miss  Robb,  whose 
father  was  a member  of  the  Austin  colony,  the 
first  Texas  judge,  and  at  whose  home  die  first 
term  of  court  in  the  Republic  of  Texas  was  held. 
The  judge  built  a mill  on  Robb’s  Prairie  and 
was  granted  a league  and  labour  of  land  there- 
for. Mrs.  Gault  is  one  of  four  children,  viz.: 
Andrew,  of  Ryan,  Indian  Territory;  Kate,  Airs. 
Gault;  Annie,  wdfe  of  H.  B.  Richards,  of  La- 
Grange,  and  John,  who  died  in  Bellevue,  Texas, 
leaving  five  children. 

Dr.  and  Mrs.  Gault's  children  are;  Joseph 
Manton,  a farmer  and  married  to  Fannie  Nich- 
ols, with  children:  Mary  and  Nellie;  Bernard 

Timmons,  liveryman  and  merchant,  of  Bellevue, 
and  George  Elmer,  a pupil  of  the  public  schools. 

In  Clay  county  politics  Dr.  Gault  has  been  a 
factor  for  many  years  and  he  is  well  known  for 
his  convictions  on  the  vital  questions  of  the 
times.  Democracy  was  his  political  cradle  and 
its  precepts  guide  his  footsteps  today.  In  No- 
vember. 1902,  he  was  chosen  county  commis- 
sioner for  the  Fourth  district  and  in  1904  he  w'as 
elected  to  succeed  himself.  In  his  sphere  as  a 
public  official  he  exercises  that  .same  care  and 
consideration  common  in  his  private  business 
and  his  acts  arc  so  governed  to  benefit  the 
many,  thereby  meeting  the  popular  demand  and 
winning  popular  accord.  lie  is  a member  of  the 
subordinate  and  encampment  in  the  I.  O.  O.  F. 
and  is  a charitable,  generous  and  liberal  gentle- 
man witliout  suspicion  of  guilt. 

CILARLR.S  D.  LONG,  county  and  di.strict 
clerk  of  Haskell  county,  Texas,  was  born  near 
Statesville,  Iredell  county,  Nortli  Carolina,  Jan- 
uary 15,  1862.  The  Longs  are  of  Engish  origin. 
William  Long,  the  grandfather  of  Charles  D., 
moved  from  Virginia  to  North  Carolina,  where 
he  operated  a large  plantation  and  owned  many 
slaves,  and  where  he  spent  the  rest  of  his  life. 
He  died  in  that  state  in  the  spring  of  1884,  at  the 
age  of  ninety-six  years.  His  second  wife  was  a 
Robinson,  a native  of  North  Carolina.  The  ma- 


ternal grandmotlier  was  an  aunt  of  Adli  H. 
Stephenson,  ex-vice-president  of  tlie  Gnited 
State.s.  She  married  John  Neill.  Thomas  S. 
Long,  son  of  William  and  fatlier  of  Charles  D., 
was  born  in  Catawba  county,  North  Carolina. 
He  was  the  owner  of  Long’s  Ferry  enj  the  Ca- 
tawba river,  a few  miles  above  what  was  known 
as  Old  Beahyis  Ford.  like  his  father,  he  Ix-came 
tlie  owner  of  a largt'  number  of  slaves,  and  he 
rail  the  ferry  in  connection  with  fanning  tjpera- 
tions.  At  the  age  of  twenty-one  he  married  in 
Iredell  county.  Aliss  Ro.sana  Camilla  Neill,  a 
native  of  the  same  county  and  a ilaughter  of  John 
Neill.  The  Neills  were  of  Scutch  origin  and 
were  early  settlers  of  North  Carolina.  Both 
John  Neill  and  \\  illiam  ].,ong  were  saddlers  by 
trade  and  worked  at  tlie  same  when  young  men, 
making  their  start  in  life  in  that  way.  In 
Thomas  S.  Long’s  family  were  ten  children,  the 
eldest  and  the  youngest  being  daughters.  Alost 
of  them  are  .siiU  lit  ing  and  are  widely  scattered 
J.  \V.  C.  Long  residc.s  in  Statesville.  5'orth  Caro- 
lina, of  which  town  he  is  postmaster;  Airs.  AIol- 
lie  J.  Blackwelder,  Hickory,  Catawba  county. 
North  Carolina;  T.  W,  I.Amg,  Al.  D.,  AVwton, 
North  Carolina;  A.  P.  Long.  Chamberlin.  Soiitli 
Dakota,  where  he  is  engaged  in  tlie  cattle  busi- 
ness; C.  D.  Long,  the  subject  of  this  .sketch; 
Andrew  T.  Long,  a First  Lieutenant  in  the 
United  States  navy,  at  present  on  the  cruiser 
Dolphin;  Frank  J.  Long,  general  manager  of  a 
large  carriage  factory  at  Birntingham,  ,\labama;, 
L.  S.  Long,  deceased,  formerly  a resident  of 
Ha.skell,  Texas;  and  Grctta  N.  Long,  of  Catawba 
county,  North  Carolina.  The  parents  of  this 
family  died  in  1884,  the  father  at  the  age  of 
fifty-two  and  the  mother  at  fifty-four  years. 

Cliarles  D.  Long  was  reared  a farmer  boy. 
When  he  was  about  twelve  years  old  the  family 
moved  across,  the  Catawba  river  into  C'.atawba 
county,  near  a little  town  of  the  same  name.  He 
received  his  early  education  in  a log  .school 
house  and  later  for  a time  attended  Rutherforo: 
College  in  Burk  county.  North  Carolina.  .At  the 
age  of  twentv  he  came  to  Texas,  landing  in  Jan- 
uary. 1883.  at  Abilene,  tlien  a new  town  com- 
posed largely  of  tents.  From  there  he  came  to 
what  was  tlien  known  as  the  L.  I,  L,  ranch, 
owned  by  AI.  O.  Lynn,  on  the  Double  Afoun- 
tain  Fork  of  the  Brazos  river,  in  what  is  now 
Haskell  county.  There  young  Long  procured 
work  on  the  ranch  at  twenty-five  dollars  a 
month.  Among  the  cow  boys  tliere  at  tlie  time 
were  Polk  Berryhill.  the  “boss"  of  the  ranch; 
Bob  and  Frank  Wilforig,  John  Lynch,  John 
Huinphires,  M.  S.  Shook,  Bud  and  Charlie  Jow- 
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ell,  Ltike  I._\  nil  and  a nuinlier  of  others,  usually 
tHentv-five  to  fort>  men.  Mr.  Long  remained 
uitli  Mr.  I,\nn  that  year  and  later  bought  a 
bunch  'if  cattle.  Afterward  leaving  the-  cattle 
v.iih  others  on  the  ranch,  lie  made  a trip  into 
New  Ale.xico  in  company  with  I’at  .'saunders, 
with  a herd  of  cattle  owned  hy  Saunder.s,  with 
Jack  Less  as  “trail  boss,"  there  being  in  tlie 
party  thirteen  all  told.  ( >n  hi.s  return  to  Texas 
ilr.  1 .ong  resumed  work  on  the  Lynn  ranch  ami 
remained  there  as  long  as  he  was  in  the  cattle 
btt.siness  During  this  time  he  sa\  ed  his  wages 
and  inve.sted  tlie  same  in  cattle,  accumulating  a 
bunch  of  two  httndred  head,  which  he  sold  in 
the  s))ring  of  l88t)  before  Cjuitting  the  L,  I.  J-. 
ranch. 

In  the  meantime,  on  the  13th  day  of  January, 
1885,  Haskell  county  v.as  organized.  Mr.  Long 
assisted  in  the  organization  and  at  the  election 
in  188S  he  was  chosen  clerk.  Tlie  tir.st  mail 
route  estahlislicd  here  was  from  Albany  to  Has- 
kell, with  two  deliveries  a week.  Thi.s  was  in 
1884.  In  the  winter  of  iSSfi-y  a daily  line  was 
estaldished  from  Haskell  to  Anson  and  con- 
nected them  with  the  line  over  to  .Vbilene,  while 
the  Albany-llaskcll  route  was  di.scontinued.  Mr. 
Long,  on  the  establishing  of  this  ilaily  line,  drove 
the  stage  from  Ha.skell  to  Anson,  and  made  the 
round  trip  ct  ery  day  for  twelve  months.  At  the 
end  of  this  time  be  was  elected  cotinty  and  dis- 
trict clerk  of  Haskell  county.  He  served  two 
years,  from  November,  j888.  At  the  following 
election  he  wa.s  again  a candidate,  but  was  de- 
feated bv  J.  I,.  Jones  by  six  votes.  After  this 
Mr.  Long  was  engaged  as  assistant  liookkeeper 
in  the  state  trea.surer's  office  at  Austin,  where  he 
remained  until,  in  1893,  under  President  Cleve- 
land, he  received  the  appointment  of  postmaster 
at  Haskell.  Under  iNIcKinley’s  admini.stration 
he  was  succeeded  by  Captain  B.  H.  Dodson  and 
was  retained  as  hi.s  deputy.  On  leaving  the  post 
office  Mr.  Long  engag:cd  in  farming  on  land  of 
his  own  on  Wild  Horse  Prairie,  which  he  called 
“Lone  Ilackberry’’  from  a tree  of  that  name  on 
it  and  which  is  still  standing,  it  being  the  only- 
natural  growth  tree  on  that  prairie.  In  Novem- 
ber. IQOO,  he  was  again  elected  to  the  office  of 
countv  and  district  clerk,  liie  position  he  now 
fills. 

it  is  shown  hy  the  above  that  Mr.  Long  has 
been  in  close  touch  with  the  affair.s  of  Haskell 
county  since  before  it  was  a coiintv.  and  in  social 
as  well  as  business  circles  he  has  figured  promi- 
nently. He  was  made  a Mason  at  Haskell  in 
March,  1S89.  and  has  since  advanced  through 
the  various  degrees  of  the  order  up  to  and  in- 


cluding the  !H\stie  Shrine.  .ALso  he  belongs  to 
the  ( >dd  Fellows,  having  filletl  every  chair  in 
tlie  subordinate  lodge  of  that  order,  and  he  is  a 
Knight  of  Pythias  and  a W Ooduian  of  the  World. 
.Since  i8<i3  i>as  been  identified  with  the  Meth- 
odist Church. 

Mr.  Long  was  married  in  Haskell,  September 
I.  1886.  to  Aliss  Addie  Rogers,  a native  of  Tar- 
rant county.  Texas.  ,\t  the*  .same  lime  and  place 
were  married  their  must  intimate  friends,  W.  B. 
Anthony,  now  receiver  in  the  Land  Office  at 
Austin,  and  Miss  Alollie  f.  Hills,  the  ceremonies 
being  performed  by  J.  II.  Wiseman,  a voung 
Alethodist  preacher  w ho  has  since  hecotne  prom- 
inent as  a minister  in  western  Texas.  The  cause 
of  the  double  w’edding  was  the  four  contracting 
parties  did  their  courting  in  the  same  room  and 
asked  for  their  wives’  hands  in  marriage  at  the 
same  time  and  place.  The  minister  made  a joint 
marriage ; all  parties  standing  up  before  him  at 
the  same  time.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Long  have  had 
six  children,  three  son.s  and  three  daughters, 
namely:  Werther  R.,  Charles  Buford,  Roger 

Neill  (deceased),  Effie  N.,  Burnice  A.  and  Alary. 
They  also  have  an  adopted  child,  Brevard  S.,  a 
.son  of  Mr.  Long's  deceased  brother,  L.  S.  Long, 
whose  wife  died  shortly  after  hi.s  death,  and  they 
took  him  into  their  home  wlien  he  was  eighteen 
months  old. 

JASPER  NEWTON  ELLIS,  the  subject  of 
this  sketch,  an  old-time  citizen  of  Haskell,  Tex- 
as, who  has  been  an  active  business  man  for  a 
number  of  years,  is  a native  of  Alississippi,  born 
in  Chickasaw  county,  October  29,  1852.  The 
Ellis  family  is  of  English  origin.  The  grand- 
father of  Jasper  N.  came  to  this  country  from 
England  and  settled  in  North  Carolina, 
where  he  reared  his  family  of  five  sons 
and  one  daughter.  His  son  Edwin,  when 
a young  man,  tvent  from  North  Caro- 
lina to  Mississippi  and  settled  in  Chicka- 
saw county,  where  he  lived  the  quiet  life  of  a 
farmer  for  many  years,  being  there  at  the  lime  of 
the  Civil  w ar  but  on  account  of  hi.s  advanced  age 
not  taking  an  active  part  in  the  war.  lie  was 
twdee  married.  By  his  first  wife  he  had  seven 
children,  four  sons  and  three  daughters,  of 
whom  four  are  still  living.  For  his  second  wife 
he  wedded  Airs.  Alargaret  Alcans  Smith,  daugh- 
ter of  AVilliam  and  Nancy  Archibald,  the  for- 
mer of  Irish  and  the  latter  of  Scotch  descent. 
By-  this  marriage  Air.  Ellis  had  four  sons,  of 
whom  two  are  living:  Jasper  N.,  whose  name 
introduces  this  sketch,  and  \Vvlie  R.  Ellis,  a res- 
ident of  the  Indian  Territory.  In  the  year  1870 
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Edwiu  Ellis  came  with  his  family  to  Texas  and 
settled  in  Eannin  county,  where  lie  silent  the 
closing  years  of  his  life,  and  dieil  July  28,  1875. 
His  widow  survived  him  until  July  2,  1892,  when 
her  death  occurred  in  Haskell. 

Jasper  N.  Ellis  was  reared  on  his  father’s  farm 
in  Mississippi  up  to  the  age  of  seventeen  years. 
His  education  was  limited,  owing  to  the  fact 
that  his  father  was  a poor  man  and  somewhat 
afflicted  physically.  As  soon  as  jasper  was  able 
to  be  of  help  on  the  farm  he  remained  at  home 
from  school  and  tvorked,  and  afterward  the  du- 
ties of  managing  the  place  devolved  upon  him. 
He  did  this  up  to  the  time  of  his  father’s  death. 
After  coming  to  Texas,  his  father  bought  land, 
which  they  improved  and  placed  under  cultiva- 
tion, the  management  and  acre  of  the  same  fall- 
ing largely  to  the  lot  of  the  son.  Soon  after  his 
father’s  death  he  married  and  bought  and 
opened  up  a farm  in  Hunt  county,  wdiere  he 
lived  till  1889.  Then  he  moved  to  Haskell,  hav- 
ing prcHously  sold  his  farm.  Here  he  h,as  been 
variously  occupied.  He  was  in  the  grocery  bus- 
iness four  years,  up  to  1895,  after  which  he 
clerked  two  years  for  the  hardware  firm  of  Sher- 
rill Brothers  & Company.  In  the  fall  of  1897  he 
opened  a meat  market,  which  he  has  since  con- 
ducted, with  his  usual  enterprise  and  success. 

Air.  Ellis  married,  September  26,  1876.  Aliss 
Alargaret  Ann  Pennington  of  Fannin  county, 
daughter  of  John  and  Jane  Pennington.  Airs. 
Ellis’  father  died  before  she  was  born  and  she 
was  rearer  in  Fannin  county  by  her  widowed 
mother.  Five  children,  one  son  and  four  daugh- 
ters, have  been  born  to  Air.  and  Mrs.  Ellis, 
namely:  Edna  Pearl,  wife  of  A.  E.  Brockman, 
of  northern  Idaho;  Ira  Newton.  Jestany  Aleans, 
Anna  Powell  and  Emma  Hucic.  Fraternally, 
Air.  Ellis  is  an  Odd  Fellow.  And  for  more  than 
thirty  years  he  has  been  a consistent  member  of 
the  Presbyterian  church. 

GEORGE  WASHINGTON  INGRUM.  Dur- 
ing the  era  of  modern  rural  development  in 
Clay  county'  there  have  occurred  many  instances 
of  unusual  thrift  and  many  striking  examples  of 
the  almost  sudden  acquirement  of  wealth,  the 
attaining  of  a position  of  affluence  and  financial 
independence  uncommon  and  almost  unknown 
in  any  other  commonwealth  than  Texas.  Al- 
though the  conditions  here  for  him  wPo  follow’s 
the  plow  and  reaps  the  grain  arc  far  from  per- 
fect from  year  to  year,  yet  with  those  conditions 
right  barely  more  than  half  the  time  such  suc- 
cesses have  follow'ed  in  the  wake  of  genuine  in- 
dustry as  to  astonish  the  uninitiated  and  to  awak- 


en an  outside  intere.st  in  the  efficacy  of  Texas 
climate  and  'J'exas  soil  to  provide  abundantly 
for  the  wairts  of  man.  Conspicuous  among  those 
whose  efforts  in  North  Texas  have  won  him  a 
place  among  the  substantial  farmers  of  Clay 
county  is  George  W.  Ingruni,  whose  princely 
estate  lies  m the  rich  valley  of  Red  river  near  the 
crossing  of  the  Ft.  Sill  road.  Coming  to  the 
comity  as  he  did  in  189.4  under  financial  condi- 
tions most  adverse  find  (hscouraging  he  has  so 
managed  and  directed  his  movements  as  become 
the  owner  of  a farm  whose  (iroductiveness  ren- 
ders it  second  to  none  of  its  area  in  this  section 
of  the  Slate. 

Mr,  Ingntm  was  born  four  milc.s  northwest 
of  Lone  Jack  in  Jackson  comity,  Alissuuri,  Octo- 
ber 27,  1852.  Elverto  Akin  Ingrum,  his  father, 
settled  on  a new  farm  there  in  1848,  from  La- 
fayette county,  Alissoiiri,  where  his  birth  ocenr- 
red  Alay  16,  1824.  His  time  was  taken  up  with 
farming,  uninterrupted  till  the  Civil  war  broke 
out,  when  he  enlisted  in  the  Confederate  army 
and  on  .\ugust  8,  1863,  was  drowned  in  White 
River.  He  was  a son  of  John  Ingrum,  born 
September  3,  1795,  in  Virginia,  and  settled  in 
Alissouri  at  about  twenty  years  of  age.  He  mar- 
ried in  Lafayette  county  to  Prudie  Rice,  a cousin 
of  Governor  and  United  States  Senator  Jo. 
Brown,  of  Georgia.  Prudie  Ingrum  was  born 
February  12,  1801,  and  died  in  1880,  while  her 
husband  passed  away  November  ii,  1846.  The 
issue  of  their  marriage  were:  E.  A.  and  Wil- 

liam Ingruni,  who  died  in  Texas:  John,  of  Bel- 
ton, Alissouri;  Daniel,  who  died  in  Cass  county, 
Alissouri-;  Nancy,  wife  of  David  Powell,  died  in 
Lafayette  county,  Alissouri;  Evaline,  who  mar- 
ried James  Woods  and  died  in  the  Indian  Terri- 
tory; Linnie,  married  James  Small  and  re.sides 
in  Cass  county,  Alissouri ; Alary,  became  Airs. 
Joseph  Ewing,  of  Lafayette  county,  Missouri, 
and  Ruth,  who  first  married.  George  Pemberton 
and  died  in  Texas  as  the  wife  of  a Air.  Zeim. 

Elverto  Akin  Ingrum  chose  for  his  wife  Han- 

nali,  a daughter  of  Absoloni  and (Rice) 

Powell,  who  emigrated  from  Tennessee  to  Alis- 
souri very  early  and  became  farmers.  Their 
children  were:  Hannah,  Rebecca,  Rachel, 

Louise,  Alartha,  Alvis,  Joseph,  Oliv'er  and 
Hiram.  Hannah  Ingrum  bore  her  hu.sband  seven 
children,  viz.:  Luvenia,  of  Jackson  county,  Alis- 
souri, wife  of  O.  V.  Tyson;  Jolm,  who  went  to 
Alontana  in  an  early  day  and  all  trace  of  him 
was  lost;  George  W.,  our  subject;  Alice,  w'ho 
married  John  Lindly,  and  died  October  31, 
1871 ; William,  who  was  drowned  in  White  river 
December  4,  1873;  James,  of  Coffey  county, 
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Kansas,  and  Josejdi,  of  Jackson  county,  Mts- 
sotiri.  Some  time  after  Mr.  IngTuin’s  accidental 
death  his  widow  married  Rev.  T.  S.  Ty.son, 
whose  two  children  were:  Gu.s,  who  died  while 

in  charge  of  a government  Indian  school  in  the 
Territorv',  and  iUarvin  Tyson,  of  Jackson  county, 
Missouri. 

George  W.  Ingrum  received  a .scant  education 
in  the  country  schools.  He  began  life  at  alxiut 
si-xtecn  years  of  age  and  worked  for  wages  in 
summer  and  spent  some  of  it  in  school  in  win- 
ter until  he  acquired  a fair  knowledge  of  school 
books.  In  June  before  he  was  twenty-one  he 
married  and  at  once  settled  down  to  the  life  of  a 
fanner.  His  possessions  consi.sted  of  a team 
and  borrowed  lianies.s  and  a few  implements  and 
he  bought  a small  place  on  payinenu.  Corn  and 
hogs  held  his  attention  and  after  about  five 
years  he  began  climbing  the  ladder  of  success. 
Selling  out  hi.s  farm,  he  setllcd  half  way  be- 
tween Leo  Summitt  ami  Belton,  where  he  pur- 
chased a larger  farm  and  assumed  greater  re- 
sponsibilities. He  was  prospering  until  the 
panic  of  1892  came  .suddenly  on  and  caught  him 
with  outstanding  obligations  that  he  could  not 
meet.  Things  grew  gradually  worse  and  he  was 
finally  closed  out  with  only  a bare  few  hundred 
dollars  with  which  to  maintain  hi.s  family  while 
getting  a start  in  some  new  country. 

Hearing  something  of  the  virtues  of  Texas 
climate  and  the  fertility  and  pos.sibilities  of 
Texas  soil  he  came  south  on  a pro.spccting  tour 
with  the  result  of  his  ultimate  location  in  Clay 
county.  The  tract  vvhic.h  he  bought  was  about 
to  be  surveyed  and  sold  in  small  farms  and  in 
bis  “dicker"  with  the  owner  he  arranged  to  take 
the  whole  four  hundred  acres,  agreeing  to  pay 
one  dollar  an  acre  cash,  the  intere.st  annually  and 
one  thousand  dollars  the  sccontl  year  and  the 
balance  later.  A crop  Hiliire  the  fir,st  year 
pinched  him  to  meet  his  interest,  live  and  plant 
again  the  next  year.  Ey  maneuvering  with 
stock  on  the  shares  and  buying  and  selling  on 
short  notice  he  met  his  $1,000  payment  by  get- 
ting a year’s  extension,  met  his  interest,  pro- 
vided for  his  domesLic  wants,  paid  his  taxc.s  and 
erected  new  castles  of  hope  for  the  future. 
good  crop  or  two  placed  his  head  far  above  the 
swelling  tide  of  depression  and  in  six  years  his 
home  was  secured  and  he  was  ready  for  other 
fie1d.s  to  conquer.  In  1S08  an  opportunity  to 
buy  six  hundred  acres  adjoining  came  and 
his  ssiccess,  with  the  first  deal  gave  him  courage 
to  tr\  tin":  second.  His  farm  was  becoming  sub- 
.stantialiy  improved  and  his  .stock  of  implements, 
hor.ses  and  i'lelp  had  multiplied  so  that  any  ar- 


rangement to  fia}’  a few  thousand  dollars  a few 
years  in  the  future  was  amply  justified.  His 
acquirement  of  hi.s  second  trat:t  gives  him  a farm 
of  six  hundred  acre,s  without  a blemish  on  it  and 
four  hundred  acres  of  good  grass  and  pasture 
land.  In  recent  years  Mr,  Ingrum  conceived 
the  idea  of  raising  mules  with  the  result  that  he 
has  some  seventy  licad  of  as  fine  animals,  from 
colts  to  five-year-olds,  as  are  to  be  found  anj-- 
where.  The  profit  from  this  source  is  .sure  and 
considerable  and,  all  told,  the  “doubling  up” 
proce.ss  on  his  farm  is  now  in  a flourishing  con- 
dition. 

While  the  man.-igernent  and  much  of  the  work 
re.sulting  in  his  vast  accumulation  in  so  few  years 
has  belonged  to  Mr.  Ingrum  he  owes  much  to 
his  loyal  and  indu.strioiis  wife  and  children.  They 
have  been  until  recently  an  united  family  with  a 
single  purpose  and  ever}'  energy  was  bent  to- 
ward its  accomplishment.  They  h.'ive  endured 
tlie  bitter  and  enjot'ed  the  sweet  along  with  him 
and  the  pride  with  which  he  beholds  his  chil- 
dren is  a fatherly  one  indeed.  The  breaking  of 
the  farm,  the  fencing  it  and  the  planting  and 
cultivation  of  crops  the  first  years  was  entailed 
with  many  hardships.  The  farm  was  infested 
with  prairie  dogs  and  they  were  eradicated  by 
the  children  simply  guarding  the  corn  and  keep- 
ing the  animals  in  their  holes  till  they  literally 
starved  to  death.  Grain  is  the  commodity  upon 
which  the  family  have  depended  in  the  main  but 
cotton  and  other  side-issue  crops  have  been 
grown  and  the  farm  has  been  one  of  busy  push 
for  full  ten  years.  In  1903  a splendid  new  resi- 
dence, with  cellar,  closets,  toilet  and  bath,  was 
erected  and  the  pioneer  shanty  took  its  place  in 
the  lots  among  the  other  buildings  lor  grain  and 
stock. 

June  12,  1873,  Ingrum  married  Senia,  a 
daughter  of  Fleming  and  Mary  J.  (Slaughter) 
Harris,  both  \Trgina  born  and  early  settlers  in 
Missouri.  Mr.  Harris  died  -November  19,  1885, 
and  his  widow  passed  aw’ay  in  February,  1893, 
aged  ^ixty-five.  Their  children  were;  Puss, 
w'lio  died  in  Jackson  county.  Missouri,  as  the 
wife  of  Henry  Corn;  Joseph,  of  Jackson  county; 
Martha  A.,  deceased,  married  George  .A.lley; 
John  R.,  of  Jackson  county;  Senia  Ingrum, 
Ixirn  March  18,  1854;  James  L.,  died  in 
Clay  county,  Texas,  in  1900:  Luther,  of  south- 
east Texas:  Silas  D.,  of  Jackson  county,  Mis- 
souri; Daniel  B.,  of  the  same  place,  and  Mar- 
shall, who  died  young.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ingrum 
have  children  whose  ages  are  as  follows:  Rosa 
Frances,  born  January  16.  1874,  is  the  wife  of 
Edgar  Spielman.  of  Clay  county,  Texas;  Mary 
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J.  F.,  born  September  28,  1876,  married  William 
H.  Conrad  and  resides  upon  a farm  adjoining 
her  parents;  Sina  Della,  born  May  21,  1878,  was 
educated  in  the  Baylor  Female  College  at  Bel- 
ton. She  has  demonstrated  splendid  talent  in 
painting,  drawing  and  sculpture  and  is  a musi- 
cian of  fine  ability.  Her  sweet  voice  and  her 
charming  piano  performances  have  contributed 
to  make  home  the  dearest  place  on  earth; 
George  N.,  born  July  31,  1880,  died  at  thirteen 
years;  Joseph  Daniel,  bom  February  15,  i882_, 
is  a ranchman  near  Amarillo,  Texas;  Olaver  II., 
bora  February'  19,  1884 ; Mattie  Cleveland,  born 
August  II,  1885,  and  a teacher  in  the  public 
schools;  Louise  Hannah,  born  March  15,  1887, 
and, Grover  Allen,  born  CJctober  29.  iSSS,  con- 
stitute the  issue  to  grow  to  years  of  account- 
ability. 

In  his  political  relations  Mr.  Ingram  was  for 
many  years  a Democrat.  His  early  training  was 
in  that  faith  and  until  his  personal  obser\'ations 
taught  him  to  the  contrary  that  party  received 
his  every  vote.  In  1896  he  changed  his  alle- 
giance to  the  party  of  McKinley  and  supported 
him  twice  for  the  presidency.  In  1904  he  voted 
for  Roosevelt  and  the  policies  of  the  present 
national  administration  suit  him  to  the  letter. 
Some  years  since  he  became  an  Odd  Fellow. 

It  will  be  seen  that  George  W.  Ingram  has 
been  a useful  citizen  in  the  development  of  Clay 
county’s  affairs.  While  his  efforts  have  been 
directed  toward  his  own  success  his  achieve- 
ments have  redounded  toward  the  benefit  of  his 
county,  and  the  present  as  well  as'  the  genera- 
tions to  follow  will  accord  him  the  credit  and  the 
honors  due  to  a w’orthy  and  successful  man. 

MRS.  FIL\NCES  L.  HOLBROOK  is  the 
owner  of  excellent  farmmg  property  in  Montague 
county.  She  is  the  widow  of  John  A.  Holbrook, 
who  was  a prominent  agriculturist  and  stock 
farmer.  His  birth  occurred  in  Lamar  county, 
Texas,  May  15,  1847,  he  represented  an  hon- 
ored pioneer  family  of  that  locality'.  His  father, 
Richmond  Holbrook,  was  born  and  reared  in  Illi- 
nois and  was  married  there,  after  which  he  emi- 
grated to  Texas  in  1843,  settling  in  Lamar  coun- 
ty, where  he  followed  farming  and  stock-rais- 
ing. His  wife,  however,  died  a few  years  later 
and  he  afterward  found  a home  for  his  children 
with  his  w'ife’s  I’rother,  Arnold  Garrison  of  Gray- 
son county.  In  1849,  attracted  by  the  discovery' 
of  gold,  he  v.'cnt  overland  to  California,  w'here 
he  engaged  in  mining  until  1851.  He  then  went 
to  Melbourne,  South  Wales,  where  he  was  en- 
gaged in  mining  gold  with  good  success  for  a 
year,  returning,  however,  to  the  United  States  in 


1852  by  way  of  the  Isthmus  route.  After  a short 
visit  with  friends  and  his  children  in  Texas  he 
went  to  Illinois,  where  he  soon  afterward  be- 
came ill  and  died.  lie  was  a man  of  high  moral 
character  and  of  genuine  personal  worth.  He 
left  tv.'O  children,  John  .A.  and  Nancy  M.,  the  lat- 
ter the  wife  of  William  G,  Walker,  a prominent 
farmer,  of  Grayson  county,  Te.xas.  They  re- 
mained in  this  .state  and  were  reared  by  their 
uncle,  Mr.  Garrison.  ■ 

John  A.  Holbrook  had  but  meager  advantages 
in  his  youth.  lie  remained  with  his  unde  until 
eighteen  years  of  age,  and  from  early  Ixwliood 
he  was  put  to  hard  labor.  In  1863  he  enlisted  in 
the  Confederate  service  as  a member  of  Company 
D,  Colonel  Martin's  Cavalry  Regiment,  in  which 
he  continued  for  a short  time.  The  troops  were 
then  disbanded  and  assigned  to  the  Army  of  the 
TransAIississippi,  with  which  he  served  in  Ar- 
kansas, Missouri  and  Te.xas  and  at  one  time  was 
on  the  Kansas  line.  He  did  mucii  skirmishing 
and  v.’as  in  one  hotly  contested  battle.  .'Vt  the 
time  of  Lee’s  surrender  he  was  in  Southern  Tex- 
as. He  bad  been  a faithful  soldier,  always  loyal 
to  his  duty,  and  lie  rendered  good  service  to  his 
cause.  After  the  war  was  ended  he  returned  to 
Grayson  county,  where  later  lie  Irought  a tract 
of  land  and  beyan  the  improvement  of  a farm 
which  he  successfully  operated. 

On  the  29th  of  April,  i860,  Mr.  Holbrook  was 
married  to  Miss  Frances  L.  Walton,  who  was 
born  in  Kentucky  September  1,  1847,  and  is  a 
most  e.stimable  lady,  who  was  ever  to  her  hus- 
band a devoted  companion  and  helpmate.  Her 
parents  were  Thomas  and  Lucy  A.  (Clark)  Wal- 
ton, both  natives  of  Kentucky'.  Her  grandfather, 
Meredith  Walton,  was  born  in  Mrginia  in  1788 
and  became  a pioneer  and  prominent  farmer  of 
the  Blue  Grass  state,  where  he  spent  the  re- 
mainder of  his  life,  passing  away  at  an  advanced 
age.  His  children  were:  Thomas,  John,  Clem- 
ent, Peter  T..  Fannie,  Martha,  Vance  and  Rebec- 
ca. The  grandparents  were  memher.s  of  the  Mis- 
sionary Baptist  church, 

Thomas  Walton  was  born  and  reared  in  Ken- 
tucky and  in  1847  removed  to  St.  Clair  county, 
Missouri,  where  lie  bought  a good  farm  and  was 
successfully  enga.ged  in  general  agricultural  pur- 
suits there  until  1863.  He  then  joined  the  state 
militia  and  continued  in  the  service  until  the 
close  of  the  Civil  War,  taking  part  in  many  .skir- 
mishes and  raids  in  the  state.  He  was  never 
wounded  nor  capitired  and  when  the  war  was 
ended  returned  to  his  home.  Later  he  sold  his 
property  in  Missouri  and  in  1866  took  up  his 
abode  in  Gra.yson  county,  Texas,  whence  he  af- 
terward removed  to  Collin  county,  and  in  1869 
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came  to  I^Iontapfue  county.  Here  he  bought  raw- 
land  and  developed  a farm,  which  he  cultivated 
with  good  succes.s  until  1886.  when  he  was  called 
to  his  final  rest.  While  in  Missouri  he  seryed  for 
a number  of  years  as  county  judge,  and  in  each 
community  in  which  he  lived  he  was  regarded  as 
a valuable  citizen  because  of  the  active  and  helpful 
co-operation  which  he  gtive  to  every  measure  for 
the  general  goo<l.  Both  he  and  his  wife  were  de- 
voted mejuber.s  of  the  Missionary  Baptist  church. 
He  was  twice  married,  and  his  first  wife  died  in 
Missouri  in  .\ugust.  1854.  Later  he  was  married 
in  that  state  to  Elizabeth  Anderson.  By  the  first 
union  there  were  five  children:  Nancy  W^..  who 
became  Mrs.  McCrestnn  and  is  now  the  deceased 
wife  of  Joe  Enlo:  Alford,  of  Oklahoma;  Mrs. 
Holbrook:  Meredith,  who  died  at  the  age  of 

three  years,  and  Martha  .A.  E.,  who  died  at  the 
age  of  one  year.  his  second  marriage  Mr. 
Walton  had  nine  children,  Melcena  J.,  Josephine, 
John  D.,  .-America  E.,  William  C.,  Adelia  A.  F., 
Thomas,  Rebecca  T.  and  Riley  ,A.  Mr.  Walton 
was  a worthy  member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity 
and  a man  whom  to  know  was  to  respect  and 
honor. 

The  home  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Holbrook  was 
blessed  with  twelve  interesting  children:  William 
E.,  now  a successful  business  man  of  Nashville, 
Tennessee;  Ella  D.,  the  wife  of  Dr.  H.  F.  School- 
field.  of  Sunset,  Texas;  Mary  M.,  at  home;  John 
R„  a leading  merchant  of  Sunset,  who  married 
Miss  JMazie  Jackson  and  has  four  children : Fan- 
nie B..  at  home;  Minnie  M„  the  wife  of  Samuel 
Jackson,  a cotton  ginner;  Walter,  who  was  born 
on  the  old  homestead  December  22,  1882,  and  is 
now  carrying  on  the  work  of  the  farm  for  his 
mother,  and  Charles,  also  at  home.  1 wo  sons 
and  two  daughters  died  in  infancy. 

.At  the  time  of  his  marriage  Mr.  Holbrook  took 
his  bride  to  a farm,  whereon  he  remained  for 
eleven  years,  and  then  .sold  that  property.  In  De- 
cember, jS8o,  he  came  to  Montague  county  and 
bought  the  farm  whereon  he  spent  his  remaining 
days,  his  death  occurring  November  11,  1904. 
He  first  owned  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of 
land  hut  poorly  improved.  There  was  a log  cabin 
and  a small  tract  had  been  placed  under  cultiva- 
tion, but  with  characteristic  energy  he  began  the 
further  development  of  the  property  and  as  his 
financial  re.sources  increased  he  added  live  other 
surveys,  having  at  the  time  of  his  death  seven 
hundred  and  fifty-two  acres  devoted  to  pasture 
and  to  general  farming  interests.  The  land  lies 
mo.stlv  in  the  valley  of  Denton  creek,  and  is  very' 
fertile  and  productive.  In  addition  to  cultivating 
the  crops  beA  adapted  to  soil  and  climate  he  also 
raised  and  handled  stock.  He  placed  two  hun- 


dred acres  of  his  land  under  cultivation,  while 
the  remainder  was  devoted  to  pasture  and  his 
farming  interests  claimed  his  entire  attention. 
He  became  recognized  as  one  of  the  leading  and 
successful  agriculturists  and  stockmai  of  his 
neighborhood  and  his  business  methods  were  such 
as  would  always  bear  the  closest  investigation  and 
scrutiny.  He  built  a commodious  farm  residence 
on  a natural  building  site,  conim.'inding  an  excel- 
lent view  of  the  farm  and  valley.  It  stands  in 
the  midst  of  a natural  forest  growth  and  is  one 
of  the  attractive  and  pleasing  homes  of  this 
part  of  the  state.  Fie  al.so  built  a barn  and  other 
outbuildinpp  for  the  shelter  of  grain  and  stock. 
He  has  good  feed  lots,  wRile  wind  pumps  furnish 
the  power  whereby  the  water  is  conveyed  to  the 
house,  to  the  orchard  and  to  other  parts  of  the 
farm,  where  it  is  neede<l.  In  all  his  work  Mr. 
Holbrook  was  very  progressive  and  practical  and 
his  business  integrity  was  above  question,  his 
word  being  as  good  as  any  bond  that  was  ever 
solemnized  by'  signature  or  seal.  He  de.served 
great  credit  for  his  success,  all  of  which  was  at- 
tained through  his  own  efforts  and  the  assistance 
of  his  wife,  whose  wise  counsel  he  found  to  be 
very  valuable.  They  worked  together  earnestly 
and"  untiringly  and  Mr.  Holbrook  gained  not  only 
a handsome  competence  but  also  an  untarnished 
name.  In  politics  he  had  firm  faith  in  Democrat- 
ic principles  and  he  used  his  influence  to  secure 
good  men  for  office.  His  death  was  a great  blow 
to  his  family  and  friends  and  to  the  neighborhood 
as  well,  for  his  active  co-oi)cration  was  counted 
upon  for  support  of  all  measures  for  the  general 
good.  Mrs.  Holbrook  still  resides  upon  the  home- 
stead, but  much  of  the  farm  is  rented,  there  be- 
ing two  tenant  hou.ses  on  the  place.  She  is  an  es- 
timable lady,  w'ith  a large  circle  of  friends,  and 
the  history  of  the  family  is  one  which  should  be 
found  upon  the  pages  of  the  records  of  Mon- 
tague county. 

.ALONZO  WILF  CILANDLER.  The  sub- 
ject of  this  article  is  a native  le.xan  whose  career 
was  begun  and  is  still  passing  in  Alontague 
county,  and  who  has  come  to  be  recognized  as 
one  of  the  successful  cattle  men  of  his  munici- 
pality. Ilis  life  has  been  void  of  exciting  inci- 
dent, and  has  been  uneventful  save  for  those  in- 
cidents which  accompany  the  life  of  .successful 
and  honorable  men  everywhere,  and  it  is  to  the 
great  mass  of  such  citizenship  that  the  county’s 
development  and  substantial  progre.ss  is  due. 

In  Fannin  county.  Texas,  February  24.  1866, 
.Alonzo  W.  Chandler  was  born.  Two  years  be- 
fore the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  war  his  father, 
Wdlliarn  B.  Chandler,  settled  there  from  near 
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Atlanta,  Georgia,  where  he  was  bom  in  1816. 
As  a voting  man  W'illiain  B.  t.’handler  -learned 
the  tanner’s  trade  and  this  he  followed  until  he 
left  Georgia,  but  in  Texas  he  took  up  farming 
and  .stock.  He  passed  some  sixteen  _vear.s  in 
Fannin  county  and  on  coming  to  .Montague 
count}',  in  1875.  lie  located  vtest  of  the  county 
seat  where  the  cow  lange  knew  him' favorably 
as  a successful  man.  During  the  eighties  he  be- 
came restless  and  dissatisfu-d  wiih  his  location 
and  longed  for  a sight  of  Oregon  on  the  Pacific 
coast.  lie  went  out  there  and  on  Alsea  river, 
near  Corvallis,  he  had  a saw  and  grist-mill,  and 
in  the  course  of  a few  year-  he  was  back  atid 
forth  several  times,  finall}  becoming  reconciled 
to  the  Lone  Star  state  and  d>  ing  near  .Stonebnrg 
in  i8y6.  He  was  in  the  Horne  Guard  during  the 
rebellion  and  his  political  belief  was  in  line  with 
Democracy. 

William  B.  Chandler  married  near  where  he 
was  reared,  his  vrife  being  Elizabeth  Paden.  a 
lady  of  South  Carolina  binh,  who  died  in  Mon- 
tague count}  in  1901  at  eighty  years  of  age. 
Their  children  were:  Georgia  .A.;  James  A.; 

Mary  J.;  Henrietta;  Thomas;  Columbus;  Let- 
tuce; William  W. ; John  F. : and  .Vlcmzu  \\C,  be- 
ing the  youngest. 

The  country  schools  of  Montague  countv  gave 
Alonzo  W.  C'liandler  his  ediicaticm,  and  except 
the  rather  brief  period  of  hi.s  sojourn  in  Oregon 
— in  his  father’s  mill — be  has  passed  his  last 
thirty  years  of  life  in  Montague  county.  He 
was  married  at  twentv-three  years  of  age  and  set 
up  his  domestic  establishment  some  eight  miles 
from  the  parental  home,  where  he  contracted 
for  a quarter  section  of  land  at  .seven  dollars  and 
at  stock  I'aisiiig  and  farming  he  paid  it  out.  This 
farm  he  traded  toward  one  of  two  hundred  and. 
eighty-four  acres,  p.nying  a thousand  dirllars  in- 
dehtednes.s  on  it,  and  when  he  tinallv  sold  this 
place  he  piirclnased  a newer  and  larger  one  of 
five  liundred  and  forty  .acres  which  lie  still  onrrs 
and  which  he  vacated  to  occui»y  his  Stoneburg 
home  of  thirty  aci'es.  Of  recent  years  his  chief 
industry  has  been  the  stock  bu.sines.s.  both  as  a 
grower  and  a dealer,  and  in  cimipanv  with 
Hogan  Young  hi.s  shipments  from  the  coumry 
will  run  more  than  a carload  a month. 

Febntary  24,  j88q,  Mr.  Qiamller  married  Liz- 
zie, a daughter  of  Jasper  and  F.Hz.ibeth  (Schrag) 
Bonham,  now'  of  Cheyenne,  Oklahoma,  but  orig- 
inally from  Montgomery  cortnty,  Illinois,  where 
Mrs.  Chandler  was  bom  November  10,  1870. 
The  issue  of  this  marriage  i.s;  Grover,  Gladys, 
Gerti'ude,  Bessie  and  Granvil. 


Mr.  Chandk-r  lakes  a voter’s  interest  in  poli- 
tics, is  a Democrat,  a Woodman  and  a member 
of  rite  Cumberland  Ikc-sbytcrian  church. 

WILLIAM  H,  PARMLEY.  The  farm  and 
gin  interests  of  Montague  couniy,  Texas,  have 
au  enu-i  p[  i;iug  representative  in  the  subject  of 
this  .sketch,  William  11.  Farmley.  He  is  a Ken- 
titekian  by  binlr  and  was  born  in  Wayne  covin- 
l}.  bejdcmber  13,  i8'5S.  sc.n  <>;  Itoliert  ami  Seril- 
da  (Si  uiiki  Pannlev,  both  tuuives  of  Kentucky. 

Robert  J'anniey,  Sr,,  graiidfatlier  of  Willitim 
IL.  was  a \ irgiiiian  and  a.  great  hunter  vrho  at 
an  early  day  settled  in  the  wilds  of  Keirlucky, 
where  he  improved  a farm  and  carried  on  agri- 
culmral  jun-.-iiils  cxuitsiveh , iiaviiig  slaves  to 
drg  his  work.  He  was  twice  married.  I!\  Iris 
first  wife  the  children  were:  Janie.s,  tiarner, 

Jidni.  Washington,  LewPs.  Robert,  Jr.,  Hender- 
son, Giles,  Mrs.  Sidney  Gan  niul  Airs.  Rebecca 
Rice,  Following  are  the  names  of  tire  children 
by  the  second  wifr-:  Mrs.  Betty  AIcBath,  Wil- 

liam, Lad.  Mrs.  Abigail  \\  inchester,  Mrs.  Ersley 
Siokcs.  Airs.  Vie  Ycning,  Alr.s.  Ellen  Power.s 
and  H.  Clay. 

Robert  Pannley,  Jr.,  in  lii.s  earlv  manhood 
taught  school  for  some  t ear.s.  .Alt  hi  nigh  a 
.souilu-rnei'.  he  was  a I'nion  man,  and  two  of  his 
brothcr.s,  William  and  L.'id,  were  Union  soldier.s. 
He,  liowcver,  took  no  part  in  the  war.  He  is 
polilically  a Dcmcrcrat  and  was  honored  with 
cifficial  porsition  in  his  native  State,  and  also  since 
his  removal  to  Kansas.  He  moved  west  in  1877 
and  soltlcd  in  Cowley  count}-,  Kansas,  where  Ire 
improved  a good  faim  and  was  for  uiany  ye.ars 
SHCce.ssfully  engaged  in  agricultural  pur.suits. 
Now  at  the  age  of  eighly-tv\o  vears.  and  still 
vigorous,  he  is  living  retired  in  Burden,  that 
county.  Here  lie  has  .served  as  justice 
of  the  peace  and  city  judge,  -fie  i.s  a member  of 
the  Cuinberlaird  Presb}  tcrian  church  and  of  the 
APisonic  frrrteniity,  and  Iras  long  been  known  as 
a geiii  rous,  hig-liearted.  irroad-rninded  man  with 
a clranictcr  in  every  way  above  reproach.  His 
first  wife  died  in  18719.  She  belonged  to  one  of 
the  earl}  raiiiilies  of  Kcmucky;  was  a member 
of  the  Cumberln ncl  Pre.-byieri.'tn  church,  and 
was  a woman  of  lovel}  ClrrKtian  character.  Lit- 
tle is  known  of  her  family  Iri.stoi-y.  Following 
are  the  names  of  Iter  children;  Airs.  Milda  Rice, 
James  (deceased);  William  I-L;  John  ('deceased); 
Ned  fi.Iecea.scd);  Cell,  wife  of  George  R.  A'lcClel- 
land.  and  Ellen,  wife  of  M.  Mackey.  The  father 
.subsequently  maiTied  a Mrs.  Burri.s,  his  present 
companioit. 
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William  H.  iSirmlcy  -wa.s  seventeen  when  he 
accompanied  ):i?  parents  on  rlicir  removal  to 
Kansas,  His  education  was  received  chicllv  at 
home  under  his  lather's  instructions  and  in  the 
practical  school  of  experience.  He  assisted  his 
father  in  the  development  of  their  farm  in  the 
new  Stale  of  Kansas.  Then  in  i88o  he  returned 
to  Kentucky,  married  the  sucetheart  of  his 
yomii  and  took  her  back  to  Kansas  with  him. 
The  next  two  yt:ars  he  was  employed  in  break- 
ing' prairie  with  two  yoke  of  cjxeti.  He  rented 
land  in  Cliautanqua  county  one  year;  moved  to 
Llauev  county,  Texas,  uhere  he  raised  two  crops; 
returned  to  Pvarisas,  but  soon  cartie  back  to 
Texas,  this  time  .settling  in  Montague  county, 
where  lie  bought  eighty  acres  of  land,  to  which 
he  afterward  added  another  eighty  acres,  and 
whi-re  he  rernaineel  eight  }'cars.  His  next  move 
was  to  Indian  Territory,  but  lie  did  not  remain 
there  long.  Corning  agaii  to  Montague  county, 
he  purchased  land  where  lie  now  resides.  To 
his  origiiuil  purcitase  here,  one  hundred  and 
sixty  acres,  he  ha.s  .since  added  until  he  is  now 
the  owner  of  one  thousand  acres,  6oo  acres  of 
which  are  uinler  cidtivation.  most  of  which  he 
rents,  liis  chief  products  being  corn  and  cotton. 
His  farm  -with  its  commodious,  modern  resi- 
dence and  other  buildings,  wind  mill  and  fine 
•vvater,  large  orchard  of  choice  fruits,  etc.,  is 
certaiidy  an  ideal  country  place.  In  iqoo  hir. 
Pariniey  became  interested  in  g'inning.  He 
erected  a gin  with  a daily  capacit}  of  twenty-five 
bales,  to  the  operation  of  which  he  has  since 
given  his  attention  in  ginning  season.  It  has 
been  by  his  own  energy  and  good  management 
that  hir.  Parmley  has  accumulated  his  estate 
since  cornirig  to  Montague  county,  and  he  has 
well  earned  the  litle  of  .self-made  man, 

I^oiitically,  Mr.  Parmley  is  a Repnbican,  post- 
ed and  up-to-date  in  the  country’s  progre.ss,  and 
hopeful  of  Rt  pnblican  success  in  Texas.  He  is 
one  of  the  active  members  of  the  Farmer’s 
P'nion,  and  both  he  and  his  wife  are  identified 
with  the  Mi.ssionary  Baptist  church. 

Of  hir.  Parmley’s  domestic  life,  we  record 
that  he  married  bliss  Serilda  Coffee,  who  was 
born  in  Kentucky.  December  28.  1858.  daughter 
of  Jackson  and  blarlha  J.  (Spann)  Coffee,  the 
former  a native  cd  KentiuTy,  the  latter  of  Ten- 
nessee. Her  grandfather,  Nathaniel  Coffee,  tvas 
a prominerit  farmcir  of  Kentucky.  Hi.s  children 
were;  J.acinon:  Cleve,  one  of  the  early  settlers 
of  Te.xas,  and  William.  Jackson,  a farmer  in 
KentucL'y  tmtil  1S82,  lliat  year  moved  to  Texas 
and  settled  in  Hopkins  county,  when-  he  spent 
two  vears ; then  came  to  Llano  county,  and  two 


years  later  lo  broritague  county,  ulierc  he  lived 
with  hi.s  daughter  for  fifteen  years.  He  died 
here  October  20,  1899.  He  was  a plain,  honest 
farmer,  a member  of  the  primitive  Baptist 
ehurdi,  and  was  highly  respected  by  all  who 
knew  him.  His  children  in  order  of  birth  are; 
Shelby,  Lewis.  Jack,  Henry  and  Willis,  all  de- 
ceased; Samuel  and  Robert,  of  Indian  Terri- 
tory: Cleve,  whc;  resides  with  his  sister,  birs. 
Familey:  Clay,  who  died  in  early  life ; Eliza,  wife 
of  J.  Keunetl : Ylrs.  Serilda  Parmley;  and  Mollic, 
deceased.  The  children  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Parm- 
!ey  are;  Robert,  I.eenora,  Charles  L.,  Thad- 
dous,  William  F.,  blaud,  Dosha  and  Lula  S.,  all 
living  at  this  ■writing  except  I.eenora,  who  died 
at  the  age  of  three  months. 

SAblUEL  R.  BOURLAND,  whose  military 
service  in  the  Confederate  army  showed  him  to 
be  a man  of  valor  and  loyalty  to  a cause  which 
he  espou.scs,  i.s  now  classed  with  the  practical 
and  prosjierous  farmers  of  Montague  county. 
Tennessee  is  the  state  of  liis  nativity,  hi.s  birth 
having  there  occurred  in  Hardin  county  on  the 
i8th  of  August,  1S42,  His  parents  were  John 
and  Patsy  (Simmons)  Bourland,  both  of  whom 
were  natives  of  Alabama.  The  father  was  a 
prominent  farmer  and  slave  owner  and  his  suc- 
ce,s,sful!y  irtatiaged  business  interests  brought  to 
him  a very  creditable  competence  as  well  as  an 
untarnished  name.  He  held  membership  in  the 
Primitive  Baiitist  church  and  d.ied  in  tlial  faith 
upon  the  old  home.stead  farm  in  1854.  His  wife, 
who  had  passed  .away  about  1846.  was  a daugh- 
ter of  WiiHarn  Simmons,  who  was  an  a.gricul- 
turist  of  .Alabama  and  in  whose  family  were 
eight  children:  blrs.  Patsy  Bourland,  Robert, 

William,  John,  James.  Thorna.s,  Airs,  blille  M’al- 
clrup,  and  Mrs.  Rebecca  Smith.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
John  Bourland  became  the  parent,'  of  ten  chil- 
dren: William  P.,  a farmer,  who  served  with  the 
Confederate  armv  tliroughoiit  the  war;  John, 
who  was  ahso  in  the  army  and  is  a farmer;  Sam- 
uel. of  this  review;  Airs,  Winnie  Shields;  Airs. 
Cakrian  Shields;  Airs.  AlarrJia  Blackard;  Mrs. 
Rebecca  Tankesiy:  Airs.  Rhoda  Tankesly;  Airs. 
Rachel  AIcCrary,  and  Airs.  Susan  Stephenson. 

Sannid  Bourland  was  left  an  orpliaii  when  a 
young  lad  and  had  to  make  a home  for  himself 
and  provide  for  his  own  support  from  an  early 
age.  He  lived  with  a Air.  Cimninghain  for  a 
number  of  vears  and  later  he  found  a second 
home,  in  which  he  remained  about  a year.  In 
1861,  when  nineteen  years  of  age,  all  the  valor 
of  bi.s  nature  was  aroused  and  he  donned  the 
grey  uniform  of  the  Confederacy,  becoming  a 
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member  of  Conipau}-  A,  Ninth  Mississippi  In- 
fantry under  cornmaiid  of  Colonel  Chalmers. 
The  regiment  was  assigned  to  the  army  of  the 
Tennessee  and  he  was  in  various  skirmishes  and 
many  hotly  contested  battles,  in  which  he  con- 
tinued until  the  close  of  the  war.  He  tvas  never 
wounded  nor  captui'ed  but  was  always  on  active 
duty,  often  in  the  thickest  of  the  tight.  When 
the  tvar  was  over  he  returned  to  his  old  home 
neighborhood  in  Tennessee  and  resumed  farm 
work. 

In  October,  1867.  he  was  married  to  Mi^s 
Eelzora  Springer,  who  was  born  in  ^Mississippi 
in  1850,  and  has  been  to  liim  a faithful  compan- 
ion and  helpmate  on  life’s  journey  since  that  time. 
Her  parents  were  Frank  and  Elizabctli  (Smith) 
Springer,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of  Alaba- 
ma. The  father  was  a farmer  by  occupation  and 
in  1876  came  to  Te.xas,  where  he  maintained  liis 
residence  up  to  the  time  of  his  death.  He  held 
membership  in  the  Baptist  church,  taking  an 
active  and  helpful  part  in  this  work.  In  Ins  fam- 
ily were  the  following  named:  Belzora,  now 

Mrs.  Bourland;  George;  Mrs.  Molly  Totty;  Mrs. 
Maggie  Springer;  Mrs.  Su.san  Johnson,  and 
Mrs.  Julia  Hargrave. 

Follovring  their  marriage  Mr.  and  I\lrs.  Bour- 
land began  their  domestic  life  upon  a rented 
farm  in  Mis.si.ssippi,  where  they  remained  for 
five  years  and  then  removed  to  Arkansas,  where 
they  spent  three  years.  In  1876  they  came  to 
Texas,  locating  in  Montague  county,  where  ]Mr. 
Bourland  rented  land  for  several  years.  In  i8ci2 
he  bought  a tract  of  one  hundred  and  sixty 
acres  on  wdiich  were  but  few  imj^rovements  but 
with  characteristic  energy  he  began  to  clear  and 
cultivate  tlie  fields,  fence  the  ])lace  and  ad<I 
other  evidences  of  progres,sive  farming.  He 
built  a commodious  residence  and  al.so  good 
barns  and  sheds  for  the  shelter  of  grain  and 
stock.  He  also  planted  an  orchard  and  has 
placed  about  one  hundred  acres  of  tlie  land  un- 
der cultivation.  The  remainder  is  devoted  to 
pasturage  and  he  carries  on  general  agricultural 
pursuits,  raising  good  crops  and  also  enough 
stock  to  support  his  farm,  which  is  pleasantly 
situated  on  the  main  road  to  Bowie  about  four 
miles  south  of  Belcherville.  The  soil  is  very 
productive  and  the  farm  is  now  a valu.able  prop- 
erty. The  house  stands  on  a natural  elevation, 
so  that  it  commands  an  excellent  view  of  the 
farm  and  surrounding  valley,  and  by  hard  work 
and  good  management  Mr.  Bourland  has  be- 
come the  owner  of  this  excellent  property,  and 
has  acquired  a competency  for  his  years  when 
he  shall  have  entered  upon  the  evening  of  life. 


He  is  indeed  the  architect  and  builder  of  his  own 
fortunes,  and  nearlv  all  tliat  he  possesses  has 
been  acquired  since  he  came  to  Montague 
county. 

Unto  onr  .sulqect  .and  his  wife  has  been  born 
a son,  Sidney,  whose  birth  occurred  in  1874  and 
who  is  now  rn.arrieil  and  folltAVS  farming.  Both 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bourland  are  hehl  in  the  highest 
esteem  by  all  who  know  them  and  are  devoted 
and  faithful  meniljtts  (if  the  Bapti.st  church, 
while  Air.  Bourland  belongs  to  the  Afasonic 
fraternity. 

AAIO.S  At.  GORE.  Since  a youth  of  twelve 
years  the  subject  of  thi.s  notice  has  had  some 
part  in  the  affairs  of  the  rural  community  near 
Chico.  Wise  county,  where  his  parents  settled 
more  than  thirty  \’ear.s  ago.  Although  compara- 
tively infantile  at  first,  his  elforts  grew  in  extent 
and  importance  until  he  assumed  his  station  in 
life  as  freeholder  and  accepted  its  responsibili- 
ties with  an  abiding  faith  in  the  result. 

Air.  Gore  was  born  in  Aloore  county,  Tennes- 
see, August  18.  1863,  and  as  already  stated,  ac- 
companied lu's  parents  to  Wise  county,  Texas, 
when  a boy  not  yet  in  his  ’teen.s.  He  acquired 
a fair  education  in  tlte  country  schools  near  bis 
borne  and.  at  twenty-two  years  of  age,  he  began 
life  independently  as  a renter  on  his  father’s 
place.  At  the  end  of  three  }'ears  as  a tenant  he 
purchased  a small  place  two  miles  north  of  Chico 
and  for  eight  years  he  made  his  home  there. 
Selling  this  at  a profit  he  bought  land  in  the 
northeast  corner  of  jack  county,  occupied  it  a 
year  and  then  sold  and  repurchased  in  AMse. 
He  made  two  or  three  cpiick  sales  about  this 
time  and  finally  bought  the  tiinet\-six  acre  tract 
where  he  now  resides,  a ])iece  of  Cook  comity 
school  land  and  a fertile  and  profitable  tract. 

December  13,  1891,  Mr.  Gore  married  Susan 
Keely,  a lady  who  was  reared  in  Wise  county 
aiul  a daughter  of  James  A.  and  Tabitha  ('With- 
erspoon) Neely.  Air.  Neely  came  to  the  conmy 
in  1880  from  Ellis  county,  Te.xas.  but  migi'atcd 
to  the  State  in  1876  from  W’arren  county.  Ten- 
nessee. He  was  born  November  26,  1837.  in 
Rutherford  county,  Tennessee.  Ins  parents  be- 
ing John  and  Alary  (Boles)  Neely.  Tliese  f.ami- 
lics  were  all  fanners  and  peofde  niili  .‘Southern 
sympathies  and  sentiments  during  the  war  be- 
tween the  states.  Air.  Neely  wa.s  captured  at 
Fort  Donelson  as  a member  of  Company  G, 
4th  Tennessee  Infantry,  was  imprisoned  at  Camp 
Butler,  Springfield,  Illinois,  and  successfully 
escaped  in  a few  months.  He  re-entered  the 
Confederate  service  and  was  ^vith  the  Army  of 
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the  Tenue'^'t-r  llirougli  the  Chickarnang'a  cam- 
pai"u,  tlic  ,\,i!anta  cam])ai"n  anil  ihron^h  to 
Savannah.  >urr<;  ndcrinn;  vv  ilh  lii.s  command  in 
North  (hirolina. 

-Mr>.  Neely  was  born  in  Tennessee,  in  1S44, 

anil  was  a daughter  of  Y'infrey  and  — — 

(Thomp.sr.n)  Withetspoi'm.  She  ami  .Mr.  Nf-ely 
are  the  parents  oi  John  W..  of  \\'ise  couniv; 
Belle,  wife  of  (‘laud  Smith,  of  'Wise  rounty; 
Itirs.  -\mos  Gore  and  Miss  Iw-la  Neely. 

Mr.  and  Mr.s.  Gore's  children  are;  Meda. 
born  lime  ly,  Lela  E..  born  No\  ember  28, 

1897.  is  (lc(  ,'ea.sed:  Nina.  Ixtrn  .\pril  16.  ick)I,  and 
Lee,  born  Xovemi.icr  18,  ie)0,l. 

AUGUSTUS  ^YALSOX  TIIOMP.SOX,  M. 
D.,  sticce.'^sfully  engaged  in  the  practice  of  medi- 
cine at  Mineral  \VelIs.  is  a representative  of  a 
profession  in  which  advancement  and  success  de- 
pend upon  individual  merit,  broad  learning,  and 
conscientious  devotion  to  the  deinand.s  of  the 
calling.  He  now  has  a large  and  liberal  patron- 
' age,  which  is  a guarantee  of  his  ability  and  the 
confidence  rcfiosed  in  him  b\'  the  genera!  public. 

Dr.  Thompson  was  bom  at  Cape  Girardeau, 
Missouri,  and  is  indebted  to  the  public  .schools  of 
tliat  place  for  the  early  educational  privileges  that 
he  enjoved.  He  afterward  supplemented  his  pre- 
limiiiarv  study  bv  a course  in  the  Souibcast  Mis- 
.souri  Normal  College  at  Cape  Girardeau,  being  a 
siudcm  at  the  rirst  se.ssion  of  this  school  after  it 
was  e.stalili^bed  bv  the  state  at  that  point.  His 
[irofessional  education  was  actjtiired  in  the  Mis- 
souri Medical  College  at  St.  Louis,  from  which 
he  was  graduated  with  the  clas.s  of  1.880.  He 
practiced  for  nearh-  tliree  years  at  Morley,  near 
Charleston,  Scott  rounty,  Missouri,  and  then  lo- 
cateil  at  Ibn  Soriugs.  Arkansas.  Here  he  further 
studied  and  jiraciiccd  with  Dr.  J.  L,  Gehhart,  one 
of  the  prominent  physicians  of  that  place,  and 
made  a particifiarly  tiiorough  investigation  of 
the  tiierajieutical  value  of  hot  sweat  halhs  upon 
the  liuinaii  '',>tem.  It  vvas  here  that  he  decided 
to  give  up.  a>  far  as  pos.sihle.  the  general  practice 
of  medicine  and  de\ote  his  jirofessioiial  efforts 
to  the  treatment  of  rheumatism  and  otiier  chronic 
diseases  with  tlie  aid  of  mineral  waters.  He  had 
a successful  ;ind  higtil)-  lucrative  practice  along 
those  line-  at  Hot  Spring.s.  .\rkansas,  for  eight 
years,  and  in  tSfii.  having  investigated  the  min- 
eral water>  at  Mineral  W ells,  Texas,  and  finding 
d'u.rn  of  CM‘n  sufirrior  value  to  those  at  Hot 
Bpring-'-,  ht  decided  to  locate  here,  and  continued 
liractu'c  along  the  .same  lines  as  established  at 
Vbit  Springs.  Of  the  dilTercni  waters  found  here 
he  ch<iM-  f<ir  hi^  jiarticnlar  purpose  what  is  known 


as  the  Lamar  iron  water.  A publication  has  said 
of  this : “The  I.ximar  Iron  Water  used  in  the 
Lamar  Bath  IIou.se  has  not  so  much  salts  as 
many  of  the  cathartic  or  so-callcd  ‘strong  waters’ 
of  this  place,  but  carries  in  addition  large  propor- 
tions of  iron — one  of  the  natural  constituents  of 
the  blood.  The  lilarrnesia  Sodimn  ami  Calcium  of 
Lamar  Iron  Water  acts  sufficiently  upon  the  sy^s- 
tem  to  induce  catharces — ^keeping  the  bowels  lax 
— while  the  iron  acts  as  a tonic — a hhiocl  and  tis- 
sue builder — thus  making  a most  happ\'  combina- 
tion of  mineral  products,  giving  it  superiority 
over  other  mineral  waters  of  tliis  place,  when 
the  ohject  of  treatment  is  to  build  up  and  foster, 
rather  than  break  down  and  weaken  the  vital 
forces.” 

Dr.  Thompson  has  recently  completed  and 
ofiened  for  the  spring  season  of  Kioy  the  new 
Lamar  Bath  House,  Pavilion  and  Sanitarium,  a 
beautiful  and  costly  structure,  representing,  with 
its  eciuipnient  an  investment  of  h'.-t\vecn  eigh- 
teen and  twentv  thousand  dollars.  This  stands  at 
the  corner  of  I.araar  a.nd  Church  streets  and  is  a 
two-storv  brick  building,  with  ornamental  brick 
and  staff  front.  ver\-  artistic  in  appearance,  being 
built  ill  old  English  style  of  architecture,  with 
modern  improvements.  It  is  equipped  extensively 
with  the  most  modern  electrical  and  thermal  ap- 
paratus to  be  used  in  comiectiim  with  the  baths 
of  which  Dr,  Thompson  has  made  a special  study 
and  success,  such  as  the  Betz  body  bath,  electric 
light  baths,  solorium  baths  (which  are  entirely 
new  ami  onli  inie  of  the  kind  in  ^Mineral  Wells'). 
IT  e has  elegantly  appointed  reception  rooms, 
dressing  rooms  and  C'Xiling  rooms,  vapor  and  hot- 
air rooms,  lath  rooms,  and  massage  rooms,  with 
separate  divisions  for  men  and  women.  Every- 
thing is  thoroughly  sterilized  and  disinfected  so 
that  no  (li.sease  can  be  contracted,  and  the  entire 
building  is  equipped  ivith  modern  sanitary  phinib- 
ing  and  steam  heat.  Heretofore  the  fame  of  Min- 
eral Wells  has  rested  mainly  on  the  value  of  its 
w ater  for  drinking  purposes  only,  hut  Dr.  Thomp- 
son's enterprise  has  demonstrated  the  greater 
value  of  the  water  for  bathing  piirpo.ses,  show- 
ing that  iilinerrd  'WAlls  can  equrd  and  probably 
e.xn  1 Hot  S])rings.  .\rkansas,  and  their  cele- 
brated sanilarintns,  where  the  baths  are  empha- 
sized. He  has  demonstrated  in  his  practice  the 
value  of  the  waters  for  many  di.seases  and  mo.st 
cxcelleiU  results  liave  attended  liis  efforts,  an-d 
his  patri'iiiagc  is  constantly  increasing.  His  high 
standing  with  the  profession  throughout  Texas 
and  t-thcr  states  brings  him  many  patients  from 
all  .sections.  He  is  a member  of  the  county  and 
suite  nu'dical  socitaies  and  he  is  likew  ise  a prom- 
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inent  memixrr  of  tlie  Methcxlist  church,  in  which 
he  has  taken  an  active  and  helpful  part  since 
coming  to  Mineral  Wells. 

Iji  1895  Dr.  Thompson  was  married  to  Miss 
Rura  McFaddcn,  the  wedding  being  celebrated  in 
Waco,  Texas.  She  was  a member  of  one  of  the 
well  known  families  there  and  she  died  in  1902, 
leaving  one  daughter — Walson  Thomp.son,  who 
is  attending  .schcKil  at  Waco. 

BROOKS  BELL.  The  growth  and  develop- 
ment of  We.stcrn  Texas  has  been  so  rapid  and 
substantial  as  to  seem  ahno.st  magical.  Within  a 
comparatively  short  space  of  time  cities  have 
sprung  up  with  all  of  the  advantages  known  to 
the  towms  and  cities  of  the  Atlantic  coast  and 
with  business  enterprises  that  rival  those  of  the 
older  east.  Brooks  Bell,  an  enterpri.sirig  mer- 
chant, is  a member  of  the  firm  of  Burns  ami  Bell, 
wholesale  and  retail  dealer.s  in  dry  goods,  gro- 
ceries and  hardtvare  at  Colorado,  lexas.  lie 
has  made  a record  in  business  circles  that  any 
man  might  be  proud  to  posse.s,s  and  lia.s  won  the 
admiration  and  respect  of  his  c-ontemporaries, 
never  making  an  engagement  that  he  has  not 
kept  nor  incurring  an  obligation  that  he  docs 
not  meet.  Mr.  Bell,  moreover,  is  one  of  the 
early  settlers  of  Western  Texas  and  has  not 
only  been  a witness  of  the  remarkaltle  growth  of 
this  section  of  the  country  but  has  a.ssisted  mate- 
rially in  the  work  of  development  and  upbuild- 

A native  of  .Alabama,  he  was  born  in  Coosa 
county  on  the  ,20th  of  Fcbniary,  1859. 
ce.stral  liome  of  the  family  was  in  South  (.,aro- 
lina.  Ilis  father,  John  Daniel  Bell,  and  his 
brother  removed  from  South  Carolina  to  Ala- 
bama when  young  men.  The  fanner  was  mar- 
ried in  Coosa  county  to  Miss  Amanda  Ihomas, 
a native  of  that  state,  and  they  settled  upon  the 
old  homestead  in  Coosa  county,  near  the  Talla- 
poosa county  line.  The  ancestry  of  the  Thomas 
family  can  be  traced  back  for  three  generations. 
E.  W.  Tliomas,  the  maternal  grandfather  of  our 
subject,  was  a native  of  Georgia,  while  his  father, 
Captain  Henry  Thomas,  was  born  in  \'irgiiiia 
and  won  hi.s  title  by  valorous  ser\'ice  in  the  war 
of  the  Revolution.  Harris  i\1'cKinney,  another 
great-grandfather  of  Mr.  Bell,  was  also  from 
Virginia  and  his  descendants  .settled  in  Alabama 
when  that  state  was  largely  occupied  by  ilie  In- 
dians and  before  tlie  cc>n,«umrnatinn  of  the  treaty 
whereby  the  red  men  were  tran.sferred  to  re.ser- 
vations  farther  west.  The  family  became  old- 
time  planters  and  slave  owners  of  that  locality. 

John  Daniel  Bell  continued  to  make  hi.s  home 


in  Coosa  county  up  to  the  time  of  liis  death,  llis 
widow  is  .still  living  and  now  makes  her  home 
in  Colorado,  Tc.xas,  with  her  children — Mr.  Bell 
of  this  review  an.d  Mrs.  F.  1\I.  Burns.  Through- 
out his  active  business  career  John  Daniel  Bell 
was  a merchant  and  planter  who  owned  and 
conducted  a large  ])lantation  and  also  carried  on 
a mercantile  enterprise,  manifesting  marked 
capability  in  the  inauagemciit  of  these  two  in- 
terests. In  his  iaruilv  'were  three  children,  of 
whom  Airs.  Burns  is  the  eldest  and  Brooks  Bell 
the  second.  The  youngest  child  is  Airs.  liimie 
Lancaster,  and  is  living  in  Ocalla,  Florida. 

Brook.-,  Bell  spent  ]>art  of  his  boyhood  upon 
hi.s  fatherL  plantation  and  a part  of  it  on  the 
panration  belonging  io  his  maternal  graiidfalh- 
er,  ,E.  W'.  Thomas.  Following  his  father’.s  death 
lie  assisted  his  riK'ther  in  the  duties  of  the  home 
farm  a.s  soon  as  he  was  old  enough  to  take 
charge  of  the  business.  Mrs.  Bell  removed  to  a 
little  town  called  Oxford  in  Calhoun  county, 
Alabama,  in  order  10  give  her  childieii  tlie  ad- 
\antage  of  the  public  -,chools  there  and  Brooks 
Beil  .'-pent  about  three  or  four  years  in  that 
place,  after  '.vliicli  the  family  returned  to  Coosa 
countv,  L,''tcr  he  ma-le  his  home  with  liis  grand- 
father, F.  YB,  Tlunnas.  (or  about  four  years  and 
on  tlie  expiration  of  that  period  vveiii  to  .Alex- 
ander, Tallapoosa  coiimy,  where  he  remained 
for  ivt  o years  in  the  employ  of  ih.e  firm  of  Rcaifro 
6c  Lamaster,  rmrehants  and  bankers. 

In  1S83  ho  came  to  Colorado,  Texas,  reach- 
ing here  on  ine  i6tli  of  Jaiiiinry.  He  tlien  went 
to  work  for  Dunn  Coleman  & Company  for  a 
rear,  at  the  end  of  vvliich  time  the  firm  became 
Biirn.s,  Walker  &:  Company  and  a tew  year.s  later 
Air,  Borns  and  Air.  Bell  bought  out  Air.  Wal- 
ker'.s  interest  and  the  present  firm  of  Bums  and 
Bell  V as  'Llien  established.  They  are  ihe  eddest 
genertd  merchant, s in  thi.s  jiart  of  the  country  in 
yctirs  in  continuous  business,  and  they  have  en- 
joyed a large  trade  which  lia.s  extended  over  a 
wide  area,  't  hey  carry  a carefully  .selected  and 
extensive  limr  of  general  merchandise  and  their 
effort ,s  to  please  their  patrons  combined  with 
induslrv  and  honorable  dealing  have  brought  to 
them  a very  gratifying  income,  their  patronage 
ainmally  increasing. 

In  kjoo  Air,  Bell  also  eniharkcd  in  the  caiile 
business,  entering  into  ]KUtii<'i'ship  with  R.  N. 
Gary,  and  they  have  a herd  of  seventr-nve  head 
of  full- bh'ioded  registered  Herefords,  considered 
to  be  one  of  the  best  herds  fu"  registered  cattle  in 
Western  'Fexas.  Tliey  pay  special  atlenticni  to 
hrcediiyg  and  for  this  purpose  keep  a bull  for 
which  they  paid  si.x  hundred  and  twenty-fi\  e dol- 
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lars  V,  hon  he  w.is  a \earling'.  He  is  now  five 
years  old  and  has  prov  ed  lo  be  all  that  was  ex- 
pected. He  was  purchased  of  Gudgell  and 
Simpson,  of  independence,  Yli.ssouri,  and  niakes 
a splendid  anitnal  at  the  head  of  the  herd.  The 
firm  .also  purchased  a number  of  cows  in  the 
year  ittos,  from  J.  M.  Curtice,  of  Ivansas  t’ity, 
-Mi.'souri,  and  their  herd  indeed  contain,^  some 
V(  rv  fine  ariitnal.s.  Ylr.  Bell  has  made  a success 
of  b'.)th  incrchandi.'sing  and  stock  raising,  for 
when  he  arrived  in  Texas  his  ca]>ital  was  indeed 
very  limited  and  today  he  is  one  of  the  substan- 
tial citizeii.s  i.t  this  part  of  the  state.  He  belongs 
to  the  American  Hereford  Cattle  Breeilcrs.'  A.s- 
sociation.  of  Kansas  City,  .Missouri,  ami  makes 
a close  study  of  the  .-.ubject  of  cattle  raising  and 
all  that  bears  upon  its  .successiul  crmduct.  In 
the  mercantile  hiisine.ss  ho  has  also  made  a cred- 
itable record  and  not  only  ilcscrvcs  mention  as 
one  of  the  p)artners  in  the  oldest  mercantile  cn- 
f<  rjirise  of  Colorado  but  also  because  his  honor- 
ahk:  dealing  based  upon  broad  business  prin- 
ciplo.s  has  gained  a rc|mtation  that  might  be  en- 
vied by  any  business  man. 

Mr.  Bell  was  married  in  lOOo  to  Yliss  Saimah 
AicCaullcy,  of  Sweetwater,  a sister  of  R.  L.  Mc- 
Caulkv'.  C'f  that  place,  and  their  marriage  has 
been  Itlessed  with  one  son.  Brooks  Bell,  Jr., 
born  Yiarch  19.  1(904.  Tliey  have  a large  circle 
of  warm  friencLs  in  the  county  and  this  [lart  of 
the  state  and  the  hospitality  of  their  own  pleas- 
ant home  is  one  of  its  most  attractive  feature.s. 
The  genial  manner  and  unfailing  courte.sy  of 
air.  Ik  11  has  made  him  man}  friends  in  both  so- 
cial and  bnsiiic.ss  life.  He  is  an  interesting  talk- 
er and  geihal  comjvaiiion  and  hi.s  life  record  is 
close!}  interwoven  with  the  hi.-^tory  vif  his  county 
and  .seclion  <+'  the  state. 

F.  ,M.  BL'R-XS  is  one  of  the  f>rominent  repre- 
sentativi  s of  commercial  ami  financial  interests 
of  western  Texas,  the  base  of  his  operations  l>e- 
ing  Colorack.).  His  .snccc.ss  has  resulted  from  hi.s 
ready  recognition  and  utilizalii  ni  of  opportunitv  . 
hi.s  strong  purpose  and  his  uiifallering  diligence, 
and  hi'  life  record  prov'C-.s  what  may  be  accom- 
plished through  the  exercise  of  these  qualitie.s. 
Hi.s  f.ithcr.  Marion  T.  Burns,  was  a native  of 
-South  t'aroliiia,  who  was  born,  reare<l  and  .-pent 
I'is  entire  life  in  Fairfield  eounty.  His  wife  bore 
the  maiden  name  of  Sally  Xeltkes  ami  was  also 
a uativx*  of  that  county. 

Francis  Marion  Burns,  born  July  2,  1850,  was 
one  of  a inmllv  of  iliirteen  cliildreii  and  was 
roared  ui>on  the  farm  in  Fairfield  district.  At 
the  time  when  he  would  othervvi.se  have  been  in 


school  the  Civil  war  was  in  progiess  and  it  was 
impossible  to  mainuin  schools  in  that  locality. 
He  remained  with  his  father  up  to  the  time  of 
the  latter’s  death  in  1871,  working  upon  the  farm 
and  also  pursuing  his  education  at  intervals  in 
one  of  the  old  log  schoolhouses  such  as  the 
country  afforded  at  that  time.  After  the  death 
of  his  father  he  began  farming  on  his  owm  ac- 
count, but  seeing  that  there  was  little  chance 
for  a young  man  in  that  part  of  the  country  he 
gathered  his  belongings  and  started  for  Texas,, 
reaching  .Athens,  Henderson  county,  in  Janu- 
ary, 1874,  with  a capital  of  six  dollars  and  sev- 
enty-five cents.  For  si.x  months  he  was  em- 
ployed on  a farm  in  that  locality  and  was  then 
ap])0!iited  deputy  sheriff  of  the  county,  in  which 
capacity  he  served  for  eighteen  months.  He 
next  turned  his  attention  to  clerking  in  a dry 
goods  store,  where  he  remained  for  nine  months, 
after  which  he  engaged  in  business  on  a small 
scale  for  himself  in  Athens.  In  the  spring  of 
1S78,  however,  he  remov'cd  to  Canton,  Van 
Zandt  county,  where  he  conducted  a mercantile 
enterprise  until  1882.  lii  the  spring  of  the  lat- 
ter year  he  arrived  in  Colorado,  which  was  then 
a recently  organized  town.  Here  he  turned  his 
attention  to  the  sheep  business,  which  he  car- 
ried on  until  1884,  .and  then  sold  out.  In  the  fall 
of  1882  he  had  been  instrumental  in  organizing 
the  firm  of  Dunn,  Coleman  & Company,  gen- 
eral merchants,  which  firm  wa.s  succeeded  in 
July.  1S83,  by  the  fimi  of  Burns,  Walker  & Com- 
pany, under  which  style  the  business  was  con- 
tinued until  January,  1802.  when  the  store  be- 
came the  [)roperty  of  the  firm  c»f  Bunts  & Bell, 
which  ha.s  had  a contimiuus  existence  to  the 
jtre.sent  date.  They  liav  e had  a trade  extending 
as  far  as  Palodnro  Canyon  about  twenty  miles 
south  of  Amarillo  and  west  to  X^ew  Ylexico,  the 
carrying  trade  being  done  in  wagons.  The  .sales 
of  the  iionse  are  now  represented  b}'  a large 
figure  annually  and  the  business  has  long  since 
reached  extensive  and  profitable  proportions. 

Mr.  Bunts  is  the  vice-president  of  the  Colo- 
rado National  Bank  of  Colorado.  Texas,  which 
is  capitalized  for  one  hundred  thousand  dollars 
aitd  has  a surplus  of  similar  amount.  It  is  the 
strcmgcsi  and  largest  bank  between  Fort  Worth 
and  El  Faso.  Prior  to  his  connection  with  this 
iitstitutioii  Mr.  Burns  was  vice-president  of  the 
Citizens’  National  Bank  from  i8(X)  until  1892, 
when  it  went  into  liquidation. 

On  the  15th  of  December,  1877,  was  celebrat- 
ed the  marriage  of  Mr.  Burns  and  Miss  Flora 
Dell,  a dau.glitv  r of  Ylrs.  A.  S.  Bell,  of  Colorado, 
Texas.  Mrs.  Burns  was  born  in  Alabama  but 
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was  married  in  Athens,  this  state.  Their  family 
numbers  a son  and  two  daughters:  Brookie, 

the  wife  of  Dr.  J.  B.  Gray,  of  El  Paso,  Texas; 
Douglas,  who  is  with  his  father  in  the  store;  and 
Linnie,  the  wife  of  D.  L.  Harell,  a druggist  of 
Pecos,  Texas.  Mr.  Burns  belongs  to  the  Bap- 
tist church,  with  which  he  has  been  identified  for 
twenty  years,  and  since  1880  he  has  been 
affiliated  with  the  ilasonic  fraternity,  taking 
tlie  degrees  of  the  lodge  and  chapter, 
He  has  also  been  an  Odd  Fellow  since  1875. 
Mr.  Burns  is  an  intere.sting  talker  anc4 
his  fund  of  information  concerning  general  sub-^ 
jects  is  extended.  He  has  been  a close  observer, 
thinking  along  practical  lines,  and  is  a man  of 
action  rather  than  of  theory.  He  has  also  aimed 
to  secure  tangible  results,  the  value  of  which 
could  be  tested  in  the  competitive  market.  Sy.s- 
tematic  in  tlie  transaction  of  business,  absolute- 
ly truthful  and  reliable  in  everything,  and  well 
informed  as  to  the  progress  of  events,  with  a 
watchful  eye  upon  the  business  world,  he  allows 
nothing  to  escape  his  attention  that  may  add 
to  his  efficiency  in  the  work  to  which  he  has 
devoted  his  life. 

H.  B.  SMOOT,  cashier  of  the  Colorado 
National  Bank,  has  acliicved  success  through 
honorable  effort  and  commendable  measures. 
He  has  the  essential  characteristics  which  always 
win  the  Hetorj',  being  a gentleman  of  strong 
purpose,  of  keen  insight  and  unllagging  deter- 
mination and  diligence.  His  life  record  illus- 
trates forcibly'  what  may  be  accomplished  when 
one  has  the  will  to  dare  and  to  do,  and  the  young 
man  who  studies  out  the  successive  steps  by 
which  Mr.  Smoot  has  progressed  will  learn  of 
methods  that  may  be  profitably  followed  by  all. 
He  comes  of  old  Virginian  ancestry  and  is  a son 
of  Joseph  H.  Smoot,  a native  of  Richmond,  Vir- 
ginia, who  removed  from  the  Old  Dominion  to 
Mobile.  Alabama,  and  became  a prominent  law- 
yer of  that  city'.  In  1867  he  came  to  Texas  set- 
tling in  Galveston,  where  he  afterward  made  his 
home.  He  was  in  the  active  practice  of  law  up 
to  the  time  of  his  death  and  although  his  resi- 
dence in  the  state  covered  but  a comparatively 
brief  period  he  had  already  demonstrated  his 
right  to  rank  with  its  leading  lawyers.  His  wife, 
who  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Martha  Buck- 
holts,  is  a native  of  Mississippi  and  now  makes 
her  home  in  Colorado,  Texas. 

Harry  B.  Smoot,  the  only  surviving  member 
of  the  father’s  family,  was  born  in  Mobile,  Ala- 
bama, March  14,  1856.  His  education  was  largely 
acquired  in  Crawford’s  Commercial  School  of 


Galveston,  from  which  institution  he  was  grad- 
uated in  1871.  There  were  in  his  class  seven 
young  men,  all  of  whom  are  now  occupying 
prominent  positions  in  public  and  business  life 
in  Texas,  After  the  completion  of  his  educa- 
tion he  went  to  Bryan,  Texas,  where  he  engaged 
in  merchandising  as  an  employe  and  in  1883  he 
came  to  (,'olorado.  Tlie  town  had  recently  been 
founded  and  he  became  one  of  the  early  busi- 
ness men  here.  He  was  elected  assistant  cash- 
ier of  the  First  National  Bank  and  the  following 
year  was  chosen  cashier,  which  position  he  filled 
for  ten  y'ears.  In  18*14  he  was  offered  tlie  posi- 
tion of  cashier  in  the  Colorado  National  Bank, 
in  which  he  has  continued  to  the  present  time. 
Soon  after  he  entered  upon  this  position  he 
came  into  possession  of  the  People's  National 
Bank,  which  was  eventually  consolidated  witli 
the  Colorado  National  Bank.  The  latter  now 
has  a cajiital  stock  of  one  hundred  thousand 
dollars  with  a surplus  of  like  amount  and  is  just- 
ly' regarderl  as  the  strongest  bank  between  Fort 
W'orth  and  El  F'aso,  covering  a stretch  of  coun- 
try si.x  hundred  miles.  The  development  of  the 
business  and  the  high  premium  rating  of  the 
stock  is  largely  due  to  the  business  capacity, 
enterprise  and  careful  management  of  Mr. 
Smoot,  who  is  thoroughly  familiar  with  bank- 
ing methods  and  has  conducted  tlie  interests 
of  the  Colorado  National  on  a safe  conservative 
plan  that  inspires  confidence  and  wins  patron- 
age. 

Mr.  Smoot  is  also  largely  interested  in  every 
enterprise  that  has  for  its  object  the  public  good 
and  has  been  clo.sely  identified  with  the  growth 
and  development  of  tins  section  in  many  ways, 
giving-  hearty  co-operation  to  all  the  movements 
for  the  welfare  of  his  community.  He  has  been 
a member  of  the  Baptist  church  for  twenty-five 
years  and  for  twenty  years  has  affiliated  with 
the  Masonic  fraternity,  belonging  to  the  subor- 
dinate lodge  at  Coloraclo,  the  commandery',  and 
Hella  Temple  of  the  Mystic  Shrine  at  Dallas. 

On  the  15th  of  September,  1880,  Mr.  Smoot 
was  married  to  Miss  Anna  Figh,  a daughter  of 
George  M.  Figh  of  Montgomery  county,  Ala- 
bama. They  have  but  one  son,  Joe  H.  Smoot, 
who  was  born  April  19.  1891.  Mr.  Smoot  is  a 
ty'pical  American  business  man,  leading  a stren- 
uous life  and  accomplishing  every  task  which 
he  undertakes.  In  this  land  where  individual 
merit  • receives  recog-nition  and  where  genius 
and  talent  in  business  gain  a reward  unknown 
in  any  other  country  of  the  world  he  has  made 
for  himself  an  honorable  name  and  gained  a 
gratify'ing  measure  of  success. 
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1 IKDIA-S  BUCK  \va.s  born  in  Carroll  county, 
Ohii),  Hear  the  \ irginia  line  and  in  the  vicinity 
of  Canioii,  the  home  of  William  McKinley,  No- 
vember II,  1841.  His  father,  John  Duck,  iva.s 
one  c>f  nature'.s  noblemen.  ITe  was  born  in 
Washinylun  county,  Ik-nnsylvania.  When  he 
reached  manhood  he  wedded  Margaret  Slem- 
morrs,  a lady  of  Scotch-Irish  descent  and  a na- 
tive of  Harrison  county,  Ohio.  He  had  left 
Fenn.sylvania  wh.cn  about  twelve  years  of  age 
and  liad  .setllctl  in  the  Buckeye  state,  where 
he  vras  married  and  spent  his  remaining  days. 
To  him  and  his  wife  uere  born  three  sons  and 
three  daughters. 

Thomas  Buck,  whose  name  introduces  thi.s 
record,  wa.s  retired  u['on  hi.s  fatlier's  farm  and 
made  hi.s  hetme  there  until  he  was  about  twenty- 
one  years  of  age.  During  tliat  time  he  attended 
•.lie  country  .schools  and  a high  school  at  Port 
Washington  and  wa.s  also  a student  in  the  Pres- 
byterian Academy  at  Hagerstown.  Ohio,  after 
which  lie  followed  the  profession  of  teaching  in 
Ohio.  Iowa  and  Itli.ssouri.  He  was  engaged  in 
teaching  to  a greater  or  less  extent  for  a period 
of  eight  or  ten  years  and  wa.s  recognized  as  a 
capable  educator. 

During  the  period  of  the  Civil  war  Mr.  Buck 
■enlisied  in  the  Cdiio  State  Cuanks,  and  U]ion  the 
call  of  Governor  'Fod,  went  to  the  southern 
border  of  the  state  to  defend  it  against  the  raids 
of  Generals  ^Morgan  and  J.  Kirby  Smith.  This 
brigade  wa.s  known  as  the  Squirrel  Hunters. 
His  discliarge  from  the  .service  was  signed  by 
-Adjutant  General  Flill  and  Governor  Tod  in 
1862.  In  1 868  he  engyiged  in  the  granite  and 
marble  business  in  coniu-ction  with  F.  W,  Mc- 
Call & Company,  one  of  the  old  business  con- 
cerns of  CKkaloosa,  lowva,  and  remained  with 
them  for  about  eighteen  years.  d'liey  were 
manufacturers  of  tini.shed  granite  and  marble 
work. 

On  the  expiration  of  that  period  Mr.  Buck 
started  out  to  seek  a new  location,  for  the  rigor- 
on.s  winters  of  that  locality  proved  detrimental 
to  his  health  and  he  decided  to  seek  a more 
congenial  climate.  Removing  to  the  soutlt,  he 
remained  for  a brief  period  in  Florida,  whence 
he  made  his  way  westward  to  Colorado  and  New 
Mexico.  Fo’nally  leaving  El  Paso,  Te.xas,  he 
went  to  the  interior  of  the  stale  and  located  at 
Abilene,  reaching  this  city  in  February,  1888. 
Hvri;  lie  has  since  made  his  home  and  has  be- 
come a prominent  factor  in  its  substantial  de- 
velopment and  improvement.  He  immediately 
entered  into  partnership  with  G.  B.  Triplett,  a 
son-in-bw  of  Judge  Cockrell,  in  the  real  estate, 


insurance  and  live  stock  business.  The  associa- 
tion was  maintained  for  about  one  year  and  since 
the  dissolution  of  tlic  partnership  i\Ir.  Buck  has 
contiuued  the  business  alone  \tith  constantly 
increasing  success.  He  has  conducted  his  af- 
fairs with  Lhoroug'hness  and  energy  and  general 
good  has  also  accrued  in  addition  to  his  personal 
benefit.  His  judgment  011  lands  can  be  taken 
as  sound  and  the  policy  upon  which  he  has  based 
all  his  operations  is  in  harmony  with  honest, 
straightforward  dealing.  There-  is  no  misrep- 
resentation in  his  opinions  concerning  property 
and  his  labors  have  been  of  direct  benefit  to  the 
comiiiunitv  as  well  as  a source  of  profit  to  him- 
self. 

IMr.  F>nck  has  lieen  married  twice.  In  1867 
he  wedded  Miss  Mattie  E.  Borell  of  Connors- 
ville,  Indiana,  and  in  Ylarch,  1903,  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Mrs.  Zelpha  Eliersoll  of  ^kbilene, 
'Fexas.  By  the  first  union  there  were  two  chil- 
dren; E.  Todd  Buck,  deputy  postrna.sicr  of  Abi- 
lene. and  Lulu  j\L,  the  wife  of  J.  A.  Frates,  chief 
train  dispatcher  of  the  Frisco  railroad  system  at 
Springfield,  Missouri.  Perh.ajis  we  cannot  bet- 
ter give  account  of  his  political  and  religious 
vievv?  than  to  quote  his  own  words;  "Having 
been  born  and  raised  a Presbyterian  of  the 
Presbyterians  and  a Democrat  of  the  Demo- 
crats, after  the  George  Mbshington,  Thomas 
JeFlerson,  Ale\-ander  Hamilton  school,  yet,  now' 
at  this  date,  am  forced  to  say  I am  classed  and 
allied  v\ith  the  Reimhlican  idea  of  politics  and 
the  I.iberal  or  Free  Tliought  school  of  religion, 
utterly  refusing  to  be  bo-aml  l>y  the  legends  and 
mythology  of  the  barbaric  past  and  especially 
wholly  ignoring  what  I regard  to  be  the  miscon- 
cei\ed  and  almost  shocking  conccjition  of  a 
merciful  God.” 

ROBERT_  SHERWOOD  GOWAN.  The 
subject  of  this  personal  reference  is  a representa- 
tive of  one  of  the  prominent  families  of  Clay 
county,  whose  connection  with  the  cattle,  indus- 
try of  the  county  covers  a period  of  nearly  thirty 
years,  and  he  is  him.self  one  of  the  wn'deh'  known 
young  stock  fanners  of  his  municipality.  For 
twenty-nine  years  he  has  been  a resident  of  the 
vicinity  of  Bellevue,  w-here  hi.s  father  launched 
the  nucleus  of  what  proved  to  be  one  of  the  ex- 
tensive and  most  succe.s.sful  cow  ranches  of  Clay 
county. 

A son  of  Garrett  H.  Gowan,  Robert  Sherwood 
Gowan  was  born  in  Navarro  county,  Texas, 
August  8,  1869.  That  countv,  the  Creek  Nation 
in  the  Indian  Territory  and  Gay  county,  Texas, 
were  the  scenes  of  our  subject’s  boyhood,  but  the 
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latter  place  has  known  and  owned  him  since  he 
was  seven  years  of  age.  He  grew  to  manhood 
with  the  “UD’'  ranch  and  watched  its  boundaries 
extend  to  baronial  proportions  and  witnessed  its 
final  dissolution  and  distribution  by  its  owner,  our 
subject's  father,  among  his  wortliy  children.  In 
the  northeast  corner  of  this  once  famous  pasture 
lie  the  possessions  of  Sherwood  Gowan,  em- 
bracing eighteen  hundred  and  nineteen  acres, sur- 
rounding an  oak-crested  hill  upon  which  his  mod- 
est and  cozy  residence  stands.  Since,  he  lias  built 
a commodious  residence  in  the  village  of  Belle- 
vue. 

In  the  rural  schools  and  in  the  Methodist  col- 
lege at  Georgetown,  Texas,  Mr.  Gowan  acquired 
his  literary  training,  and  lilahan's  Business  Col- 
lege at  Sherman  provided  him  with  his  business 
education.  He  finished  a course  in  the  latter  in- 
stitution in  his  twenty-first  year  and  then  became 
a fixture  on  the  ranch  which  brought  him  up. 
His  parents’  home  was  his  own  until  his  marriage, 
when  he  set  up  his  own  establishment  and  took 
his  place  among  men  in  the  serious  affairs  of  life. 
October  15.  i8gi,  he  married,  in  Bellevue.  Miss 
Hcttie  llarbison,  a daughter  of  S.  B.  and  M.  E. 
(Smith)  Harbison,  now  of  Hereford,  Te.xas. 

Mr.  Harbison  was  a native  of  Kentucky,  as  was 
also  his  wife.  Of  their  children  Mrs.  Gowan  was 
the  oldest,  bom  October  17,  1872;  Fannie,  wife 
of  B.  H.  Frazier,  of  Hereford,  Texas,  was  the 
second,  and  the  other  w'as  Virgil,  residing  at  the 
same  place.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gowan’s  children  are ; 
Clifton  Brentz,  born  September  17,  1892;  Robert 
Elmer,  born  March  14.  i8g6;  Lewis  Buford, 
born  December  22.  1898;  Edna  May,  born  No- 
vember I,  1900,  and  Fannie  Josephine,  born  Feb- 
ruary 23,  1904. 

In  his  -Stock  operations  Mr.  Gow'an  includes 
cattle,  horses,  mules  and  hogs,  and  his  two  hun- 
dred and  fifty  acres  under  cultivation  and  hi.s 
large  pastures  provide  the  food  necessary  to 
equip  them  all  for  market.  One  hundred  .and  fif- 
teen head  of  steers  are  grazing  for  the  market 
of  1905  and  his  stock  cattle  number  nearly  one 
hundred  and  fifty  head.  He  is  one  of  the  active 
young  Democrats  of  Clay  county  and  has  repre- 
sented his  precinct  in  conventions  of  his  party. 

WILLIAM  H.  AUSTIN,  at  one  time  mayor 
of  El  Paso,  in  which  office  he  made  a creditable 
record,  is  now  an  extensive  oj)crator  in  real 
estate,  developing  some  of  the  best  residence 
portions  of  the  city,  so  that  his  efforts  are  pecu- 
liarly advanageous  to  the  city  in  its  upbuilding 
and  f)crmanent  imjjrovemcnt.  He  was  born  in 
Carroll  county,  lUissouri,  in  1838.  His  father, 
Archibald  Austin,  a native  of  Virginia,  was  a 


relative  of  Stephen  L.  Austin,  famed  in  Texas 
history  and  in  whose  honor  the  city  of  Austin 
was  named.  The  family  came  from  the  vicinity 
of  Lynchburg,  Virginia.  Archibald  .\ustin  mar- 
ried Lucy  R.  Newman  and  renioved  to  Carroll 
county,  Missouri,  at  an  earlv  day.  Being  of 
southern  birth  and  training,  he  was  naturally 
drawn  into  the  fierce  contest  that  existed  .along 
the  K.insas-Missouri  line  when  the  attempt  was 
made  by  one  faction  to  introduce  slavery  into 
the  territories  and  by  tlie  other  to  f>reveut  this. 
A.s  a result  of  the  trouitles  and  Mr.  Austin’s  pro- 
nounced views  on  qnc.-tions  of  state  he  lost  his 
life,  being  killed  in  i8fu.  Ills  vvidow  in  later 
}’ears  came  to  Texas  to  live  with  her  .-on  Wil- 
liam, and  (lied  in  LI  Pa.so  in  iS86.  She  was  a 
sister  of  E.  S.  Newman,  Tom  Newinau,  the 
welf-known  pioneer  and  busines.s  man  of  this 
city',  and  of  11.  1,.  Newman,  the  banker  and  real 
estate  dealer, 

William  H.  ,'\ustln  spent  much  of  fiis  youth 
in  Leavenwijrth,  Kansa.s.  until  ei.ghieeii  yeans 
of  age,  when  in  1S75  he  wetu  to  Fori  Worth, 
Texas,  where  he  secured  a position  in  tlie  well- 
known  piimeer  banking  house  of  Tidball,  Van 
Zandf  N Company.  At  another  [leriod  lie  was 
%vith  the  First  Nationrd  Banl,-,  .aKo  sme  of  the 
early  financial  in.stilutions  of  the  county',  estab- 
H.shed  liy  Captain  Loyd.  In  those  two  institu- 
tions he  receiveil  a thorough  knowledge  of  and 
tniiniiig  in  the  hanking  busint  ss.  In  ilie  spring 
of  t88i  be  decided  to  come  w est  and  take  ])art 
in  the  devekqjmeot  of  El  Faso,  ju-t  then  in  the 
early  stages  of  poigress  and  improvement 
brought  about  by  llie  prospective  couqiletion  of 
a transconlinenia!  railroad.  He  arrived  in  the 
city  on  tlie  2ist  of  March,  1881,  before  the  coin- 
pletion  of  the  railroad,  coming  in  by  wav  of 
Demiug. 

In  April,  1S81,  i\Ir.  .\u.stin  in  connection  with 
C.  R.  iVforelic.'id  took  part  in  tlie  esrablisliment 
of  the  State  National  Bank,  the  jtioneer  bank  of 
El  Paso,  and  was  made  its  cashier  ’.vith  ilr. 
iMorehead  as  the  giresidtnt.  Mr.  Austin,  how- 
ever. w as  the  real  manager  and  he.ad  of  the  insti- 
tution. He  continued  wdth  (he  State  National 
as  cashier  until  the  later  part  of  1886,  when  he 
became  intere.sted  in  another  local  national  bank. 
Later  he  became  a partner  in  the  bank  of  H.  L. 
Newman  & Company,  of  which  he  wa.s  c.ashler. 
Eventually  he  retired  from  tlie  in>titiition  and 
the  h.ank  became  I he  Lovvdon  Nation, al  Bank. 
Mr.  .Vu.stin’s  next  step  in  the  business  life  was 
as  a real  estate  ojierator  in  El  Paso  and  for 
several  years  he  was  in  jiartnership  with  the 
Newmans,  the  firm  for  some  time  being  the 
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-New  luan-Austm  Investment  Company.  The 
firm  i.s  now  Austin  &;  jMarr,  his  partner  being 
his  son-in-law,  James  L.  Marr.  They  constitute 
the  leading  real  estate  finn  of  the  town  with  a 
large  clientage,  and  a business  large  in  volume 
and  ijnportance  makes  the  enterprise  one  of  val- 
ue to  the  city.  ilr.  Austin  is  extensively  inter- 
ested financially  in  various  fine  business  prop- 
erties, and  the  firm  is  the  e.xclusive  representa- 
ti\e  in  the  somewhat  remarkable  real  estate  de- 
veloi>ment  now'  taking  place  in  the  East  El  Paso 
district  as  represented  by  the  East  El  Faso  Town 
Company,  also  in  the  upbuilding  of  .Vltura  Park, 
a select  residence  district.  Mr.  iVnstin  is  also 
interested  in  the  Golden  Hill  addition,  'i'hcse 
are  all  in  East  El  Paso,  where  the  largest  de- 
velopment of  the  city  is  now  taking  place  and 
where  its  growth  is  now  centered.  Through  the 
efforts  of  IMr.  Austin  unsightly  vacancies  have 
been  transformed  into  fine  residence  districts 
with  all  modern  equipments  and  improvements, 
and  his  efforts  have  been  of  jiractic.al  and  per- 
manent got)d. 

In  official  lines,  too,  l\Ir.  .Aii.stin  has  remlcreil 
valuable  service  to  the  city,  especially  during 
his  mayoralty,  extending  from  1893  until  1895. 
In  other  ways,  too.  he  has  co-operated  in  meas- 
ures for  the  benefit  of  El  Paso,  and  his  labors 
have  been  far  reaching  and  beneficial. 

Mr.  Austin  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Sue  Ivlaude  Mason  of  Warren  county,  Tennes- 
see, who  has  long  been  one  of  the  irrominent 
women  in  the  social  life  of  El  Paso.  They  have 
three  daughters:  Lucy,  Maude  and  Lillian,  and 
the  first  named  is  now  the  wife  of  James  L. 
Marr.  Fraternally  IMr.  Austin  is  connected 
with  the  Elks  and  the  Pioneer  .'Vssociation,  and 
also  with  the  Chamber  of  Commerce,  the  Min- 
ers’ Association  and  other  local  organizations. 
He  i.s  animated  by  a public-siriritcd  interest  in 
El  Paso  and  its  welfare  that  is  most  commend- 
able and  at  the  same  lime  has  so  directed  his 
private  business  affairs  as  to  gain  a place  among 
the  successful  men  of  the  city, 

EZEKIEL  S.  NEWiMAN,  a real-estate  dealer 
of  El  Paso  and  a member  of  one  of  the  pioneer 
families  of  the  city,  several  of  w’hoin  ha\  e been 
prominent  in  its  business  enterprises,  was  Ixirn  in 
Spencer  county,  Kentucky,  May  19,  1842,  a 
son  of  E.  R.  and  Rebecca  (Carrico)  Newman. 
In  bis  childhood  he  went  wfith  his  parents  to 
Missouri,  the  family  settling  in  Carroll  county, 
which  was  one  of  the  ridi  river  counties.  Botli 
the  father  and  mother  died  during  tlie  youth  of 
their  son  Ezekiel,  who  a little  later  in  life  went 


to  Lexington,  in  Lafayette  county,  Missouri, 
where  he  .spent  several  years  and  thoroughly  ac- 
quainted himself  with  merchandising  in  his 
brother  H.  L.’s  store.  He  had  attended  school 
at  Carrollton  and  at  St.  Louis,  IMissouri,  and  he 
remained  at  Lexington  until  after  the  outbreak 
of  the  Civil  war,  when  he  enlisted  in  the  Con- 
federate army  as  a member  of  Captain  Mor- 
land’s  Company,  Bledsoe’s  Battalion  of  the 
Trans-Mississijtpi  deparanent  under  command 
of  General  Sterling  Price.  He  participated  in 
the  fierce  and  bitter  warfare  that  w'aged  in  south- 
western  Missouri  and  northwestern  Arkansas, 
taking  part  in  several  battles  and  skirmishes, 
among  the  most  important  of  which  were  the 
battles  of  Springfield,  Carthage.  Wilson's  Creek 
and  Pea  Ridge.  A little  later,  while  stationed 
at  Alemphis.  Tennessee,  his  health  became  verv' 
seriously  impaired  and  he  had  to  leave  the  anny, 
but  on  account  of  the  cbaiiged  conditions  at  his 
old  home  he  never  returned  there  to  live. 

After  a short  time  spent  in  Leavenworth, 
Kansas,  Mr.  Newman  made  an  overland  trip 
to  the  far  west,  going  to  Salt  Lake  City  and 
thence  to  the  territory  of  Montana,  being  among 
its  earliest  settlers.  Fie  arrived  there  early  in 
the  year  of  1864.  visiting  Ahrginia  City  in  that 
spring,  and  he  W'as  the  witness  of  many  of  the 
stirring  events  w'hich  have  made  the  history  of 
that  section  memorable.  He  spent  some  time 
in  the  new'  west  and  afterward  passed  a few 
years  in  St.  Louis,  whence  he  came  in  October, 
1881,  to  El  Paso,  w'hich  has  since  been  his  home, 
although  he  has  spent  several  years  in  foreign 
travel.  His  business  connections  in  this  city 
have  been  largely  in  the  line  of  real  estate,  oper- 
ating in  partnership  with  his  brothers  and  oth- 
ers. He  W'as  at  one  time  a member  of  tlie  firm 
of  New'maii  & Ru.ssell,  afterward  of  Newman  & 
Coles,  while  later  the  New'man-Austin  Invest- 
ment Company  was  organized  and  has  since 
been  succeeded  by  the  Newman  Investment 
Company,  the  partners  in  this  firrn  being  Eze- 
kiel S.  Newman  and  his  son,  Charles  M.  Since 
1S82  the  Newman  family  have  been  very  largely 
interested  in  some  of  the  most  e.xtensive  and 
important  real-estate  transactions  in  El  Paso, 
and  at  the  present  time  they  are  manipulating 
Highland  Park  property,  which  constitutes  an 
excellent  residence  sub-division  in  the  north- 
east section  of  the  city.  Of  this  they  are  part 
owners  and  the  exclusive  sale  representatives. 
In  addition  to  this  they  have  large  general  real- 
estate  business  interests  elsewhere.  George 
Thomas  Newman,  a brother  of  our  subject,  has 
for  many  years  been  interested  in  real  estate 
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and  other  business  interests  of  El  Paso  and  was 
the  pioneer  of  the  family  here.  Another  broth- 
er, Henry  L.  Newman,  has  for  many  years  been 
a prominent  figure  in  El  Paso  bu.siness  life  as  a 
pioneer  and  real-estate  dealer,  haying'  been  pres- 
ident of  the  Loivdon  N^ational  Bank,  the  East 
El  Paso  Town  Company  and  a participant  in 
other  numerous  projects  of  note.  The  family 
have  thus  been  among  the  foremost  in  El  Paso’s 
growdh  and  business  development,  and  like  his 
brother,  Ezekiel  S.  Newman  possesses  keen  dis- 
crimination, marked  business  sagacity  and  un- 
tiring enterprise — qualities  which  have  gained 
him  prominence  as  a representative  of  the  busi- 
ness life  of  this  city. 

Mr.  Newman  was  married  to  Miss  Fannie 
Morris,  a native  of  IMason  county,  Kentucky, 
and  a lady  of  superior  educational  and  other 
attainments.  She  was  a si.ster  of  Mrs.  C.  R. 
Morehead  and  Mrs.  II.  L.  Newman  of  El 
Paso.  She  died  in  Los  Angeles,  California,  but 
her  remains  were  brought  back  to  this  city  for 
interment.  There  were  a son  and  a daughter 
of  this  marriage:  Charles  M.,  who  is  his 

father’s  associate  in  business,  and  Mrs.  Myra 
Mapel,  of  this  cit}'. 

In  community  affairs  Mr.  Newman  has  taken 
a deep  and  helpful  interest  and  through  his  busi- 
ness operations  and  in  other  ways  has  contribu- 
ted in  large  measure  to  the  substantial  growth 
and  prosperity  of  El  Paso.  For  eight  years  he 
was  a member  of  the  board  of  health,  and  he  has 
withheld  his  active  co-operation  from  no  move- 
ment calculated  to  bene/it  the  city  or  secure  its 
advancement  along  material,  social  and  intel- 
lectual lines.  He  has  himself  gained  that  culture 
and  knowledge  which  only  travel  can  bring,  for 
he  has  spent  much  time  in  visiting  other  parts 
of  the  globe,  devoting  several  years  to  foreign 
trips.  For  quite  a long  while  he  was  in  the  min- 
ing business  in  South  Africa,  and  he  has  traveled 
extensively  through  European  countries.  Later 
he  visited  China,  Japan  and  the  Philippine  Is- 
lands. making  quite  a thorough  investigation  of 
our  recently  acquired  colonial  possessions  there 
with  a view  to  possible  investment.  He  has  also 
traveled  extensively  in  Mexico,  and  has  a mind 
enriched  and  broadened  by  his  experiences  in 
foreign  lands  and  stored  with  many  interesting 
reminiscences  of  his  trips  abroad. 

WILLIAM  F.  ROBINSON.  Few  men  are 
more  prominent  or  more  widely  known  in  the 
enterprising  city  of  El  Paso  than  William  F. 
Robinson,  who  has  been  an  important  factor  in 
business  circles  and  is  to-day  a leading  represen- 


tative of  industrial  interests  as  president  of  the 
El  Paso  Brick  Company.  His  success  in  all 
his  undertakings  has  been  so  marked  that  Iris 
methods  are  of  interest  to  the  commercial 
world,  and  in  an  analyzation  of  his  life  record 
it  is  found  that  he  has  b.ased  his  business  prin- 
ciples and  actions  upon  strict  adherence  to  the 
rules  vyhich  govern  industry,  economy  and  un- 
swerving integrity. 

Mr.  Robinson  is  a native  of  Schuylkill  county, 
Pennsylvania,  where  he  lived  until  he  was  twen- 
ty years  of  age.  In  early  life  he  learned  teleg- 
raphy, entering  the  railroad  sendee,  and  in  the 
latter  ’70s  came  west,  locating  first  in  Colorado, 
where  he  was  employed  as  telegraph  operator 
on  the  Denver  & Rio  Grande  Railroad.  Subse- 
quently he  occupied  a similar  position  in  New 
Mexico  on  the  Southern  Pacific  Railroad  and 
afterward  in  Old  Mexico  on  the  Mexican  Cen- 
tral. In  1882  he  came  to  El  Paso  and  this 
county  has  since  been  his  home.  Here  he 
turned  his  attention  to  the  cattle  industry,  es- 
tablishing a cattle  ranch,  with  headquarters  at 
Fort  Hancock,  where,  in  connection  wdth  H.  G. 
Ross,  he  also  conducts  a mercantile  establish- 
ment under  the  firm  style  of  H.  G.  Ross  & Com- 
pany. His  ranch  and  cattle  interests  are  also 
in  El  Paso  county  and  Fort  Hancock,  and  the 
business  placed  upon  a safe  basis  has  proved  a 
source  of  gratifying  profit. 

About  1895  Mr.  Robinson  turned  his  atten- 
tion to  other  lines,  thus  broadening  the  scope  of 
his  labors.  He  became  interested  in  the  project 
of  manufacturing  brick  in  El  Paso,  and  although 
the  first  few  years  were  somewhat  di.scouraging 
and  financially  unprofitable,  owing  to  experi- 
menting in  a pioneer  industry,  to  the  high  cost 
of  material  and  lack  of  skilled  labor  and  a limited 
market,  Mr.  Robinson  persevered  and  the  busi- 
ness is  now  a verv'  flourishing  one,  paving  a 
handsome  dividend  upon  the  invest ment  and 
enjoying  a constantly  increasing  trade. 

It  is  a matter  of  note  that  El  Paso  is  largely 
and  compactly  built  of  brick,  the  most  of  which 
has  been  furnished  by  the  El  Paso  Brick  Com- 
pany, under  which  name  the  business  wa-  in- 
coqxiratcd,  with  Mr.  Robinson  a.s  -[wesident. 
The  plant  has  con.stantly  been  enlarged  in  order 
to  meet  the  growing  demands  of  the  trade  and 
now  employs  about  sixty  men  and  has  a c.afiac- 
ity  of  eight  to  ten  million  bricks  a)inually.  The 
plant,  although  an  El  Paso  institution,  is  located 
just  across  the  river  in  Donna  Ana  county,  Ne\\ 
Mexico,  just  beyond  llie  El  Paso  smelter  and 
almost  at  the  edge  of  the  city.  Pressed  iirick 
is  als(j  manufactured  and  this  is  the  Oidy  jtressed- 
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brick  jikiiii  l)t“U\een  Fori  Worth  ami  Lo.s  Ang'c- 
k-s.  At  this  uritiug  arrangements  are  being 
made  to  niannfacture  lire  brick.  The  nianu- 
iacture  and  sale  of  brick  has  grown  to  be  an 
industry  of  great  importance  in  El  I’aso'during 
the  past  tew  years,  and  as  an  indication  of  the 
plicn^mienal  building  grow  th  of  the  city  no  more 
striking  illustraiirin  coulci  be  given  tlian  the  pro- 
ductitni  of  the  El  Paso  Brick  (.'omjiarn',  which 
jilant  has  niannfactiired  in  a period  of  twelve 
montlis  eigld  iniiHon  bricks,  an  increase  of  one- 
third  over  the  f)Utpiit  of  the  year  prerdoiis,  The 
fvjrrt'fnlness  of  this  statement  ben  .nes  more 
effective  when  it  is  understood  tliat  the  great 
bulk  <it  this  supply  has  been  consumed  locally. 
The  fact  that  the  product  is  niainlv  pressed  lirick 
of  superior  quality  shows  tlie  character  of  resi- 
dences and  building  [docks  that  are  Ijeing  con- 
structed in  the  city.  Xo  review  of  tlte  develop- 
ment of  the  city  would  he  complete  without 
some  reference  lo  this  company.  Its  growth 
has  kept  sieatly  pace  with  that  of  the  citv,  a 
fact  fully  realized  where  it  is  stated  that,  begin- 
ning business  in  1897.  it  has  to-day  the  largest 
brick- making  plant  between  Thurhor  and  Los 
Angeles. 

1 he  plant  of  the  companv  is  situated  across 
the  Rio  (.[randc  river  from  the  El  PasO  smelter, 
bin  must  of  the  linsiness  is  transacted  in  the  city 
office  in  the  P»itck!er  building.  This  is  the  only 
prc.ssed  brick  works  in  F.l  P’aso,  and  the  only  one 
making  brick  from  shale,  which  is  conceded  to 
be  the  best  maieri.al  in  tlu:  west.  In  the  plant 
tliere  are  three  large  boilers,  two  of  which  are 
ko[)i  lieated  regtilari).  There  are  two  of  the 
Fernholiz  dry  jiresses  with  a ca]>acity  of  fiftv- 
thou.-amd  brick  per  da}  . In  the  common  l.irick 
dcpariniem  there  l.s  one  large  mud  machine  for 
common  wire-ctu  brick,  with  a capacity  of  fifty 
thousand  daily.  Ml  the  machincr\  necessary 
to  swift  and  perfect  ^vork  ha,s  been  secured,  in- 
cluding tlie  Scott  [latciited  brick  cars  and  tracks 
extending  tfirough  the  large  tards,  where  the 
open-air  ilrving  tracks  have  a capacity  of  two 
hundred  and  fiftv  thousand  mud  ftriek  per  week. 
The  wt)rks  are  between  the  river  raid  the  inoun- 
taiti.  with  the  kilns  and  the  railroad  switches  on 
one  side  and  an  inexlianslible  stiitjily  of  raw 
materia!  within  a few  rods  on  the  other.  Tlie 
company  owns  four  humlred  and  sixty  acres  of 
lam!  adjoining  the  )>lam.  and  it  is  almost  a solid 
body  of  sh.nle.  \\  bile  some  wood  is  used  in 
starling  the  heat  in  the  kilns  the  burning  i.s  done 
almost  entirely  with  oil,  wliicli  has  been  jiroved 
to  lie  the  greatest  fuel  for  keeping  an  even  fire 
and  jirodncing  regular  .strength  and  color  in  the 


lirick.  The  boilers  are  also  heated  by  oil  fires. 
The  co.st  of  improvements  during  the  year 
amounted  to  n\-e  thousand  dollars.  A new  dis- 
integrator of  the  latest  pattern  has  been  added. 
This  machine  pulverize.s  the  shale  to  a sixty 
nicsh,  the  jiroduct  of  which  is  used  for  the  best 
f|uality  of  brick.  A new  press  devoted  to  the 
manufacture  of  ornamental  bricks  of  every  de- 
sign has  also  been  installed.  The  personnel  of 
the  conijiany  includes  the  following  stanch  and 
progressive  business  men:  Mh  F.  Robinson, 

E.  Hewitt  Rodgers,  Eilward  Rodgers,  J,  H. 
White  and  W.  J.  Harris.  Mr.  Robinson  is 
liresident  and  Air,  E.  Hewitt  Rodgers  is  secre- 
tary and  trea.surer. 

Pleasantly  situated  in  his  home  life,  .\lr.  Rob- 
in.son  was  married  to  Afiss  Bliss  Witt,  of  Ysleta, 
Texas,  a daughter  of  C‘a[Uain  Wilt  of  that  city, 
formerly  of  Dallas,  'khey  now  have  twf)  daugh- 
ters, Louise  and  Alary.  .Mr.  Robinson  is  a 
Knight  Templar  mason,  in  full  sympathy  with 
the  teachings  and  tenets  of  the  craft.  Aforeover, 
in  El  Ikiso  he  ranks  among  the  men  whose 
devotion  to  the  general  good  is  above  ques- 
tion, and  he  gives  his  active  and  helpful  co-opera- 
tion to  m.any  movements  for  the  general  good. 
His  popularity  is  well  deserved,  as  in  him  are 
embraced  the  characteristics  of  an  unbending 
integrity,  unahating  energy  and  ilidustrv  that 
never  flags.  He  is  public-spirited  and  thorough- 
ly interested  in  wliatever  tends  to  promote  the 
moral,  intellectual  and  material  welfare  of  his 
city. 

JOHX  B.  BLAXTOX.  At.  D.  For  forty 
years  the  late  Dr.  Blanton,  of  Chico,  maintained 
the  dignity  and  honor  of  the  medical  jtrofession. 
f’or  more  than  thirty  years  he  practiced  among 
the  people  of  Wise  county,  where  he  laid  down 
his  life,  and  hotli  as  a physician  and  a citizen  he 
won  the  friendship  and  merited  the  ]>raise  of  a 
wide  constituency  and  acquitted  himself  as  be- 
comes a gentleman  and  a man.  Coining  from 
a family  of  doctors,  as  he  did.  he  was  [peculiarly 
and  especiall}-  fitted  and  eqiiijipcd  by  nature  to 
battle  with  disease  and  to  encourage  the  af- 
flicted, and  when  he  was  taken  away  hi.?  roof 
alone  did  not  co\  er  the  house  of  mourning. 

Alurray  county,  Kentucky,  g-ave  Dr.  Blanton 
birth  Fehrtiary  24,  1830.  Dr.  Jacob  Blanton, 
his  father,  was  a A’irginia  man  and  a Cumber- 
land Presbyterian  minister,  taking  up  active 
churcli  work  when  he  abandoned  medicine  and 
closing  his  life  in  Clay  county,  Texas,  in  the 
ministry  in  1879.  Tie  was  born  in  iSo8  and  stud- 
ied medicine  thoroughly,  gradnating  from  two 
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colleges  of  the  craft  and  pursued  his  profession 
with  much  success.  He  moved  into  Kentucky 
when  it  was  new  and  before  the  rebellion  settled 
in  Arkansas.  For  his  wife  he  chose  Sarah  Don- 
nell, who  bore  him  three  children,  namely:  Mary, 
the  wife  of  John  D.  Sm>dh.  of  Parker  county, 
.Texas;  Janies  W.,  who  died  at  Chico,  and  the 
subject  of  this  sketch. 

John  B.  Blanton  acquired  a liberal  scholastic 
education,  and  the  foundation  for  a professional 
career  was  well  laid  before  he  began  his  prepa- 
ration regularly  for  the  work.  He  took  lecttjres 
in  the  Virginia  College  of  Medicine  at  Richmond 
and  graduated  in  i860.  He  had  hardly  begun 
his  career  when  the  war  came  on  and  he  w'as 
made  a surgeon  in  the  Confederate  service. 
General  Cabell,  of  Dallas,  was  his  commanding 
officer  and  he  was  also  attached  to  the  army  of 
General  Lee.  After  the  war  he  located  at  Clif- 
ton, Texas,  and,  in  1874,  he  came  to  Wise  county 
and  established  himself  at  Aurora.  After  prac- 
tising there  a few  years  he  removed  to  Decatur, 
and  in  1880,  came  to  Chico,  where  his  death 
occurred  April  25.  1904.  In  1869  the  Doctor 
took  a course  of  lectures  at  Jefferson  Medical 
College,  at  Philadelphia,  taking  a diploma  from 
the  institution.  He  served  many  years  as  a 
member  of  the  Board  of  IMedical  E-xaminers  for 
Wise  county,  and  was  recognized  everywhere 
as  authority  on  matters  pertaining  to  his  pro- 
fession. He  took  no  leading  interest  in  politics, 
as  doctors  sometimes  do,  but  held  to  the  prin- 
ciples of  Democracy  with  an  abiding  faith.  The 
emoluments  from  his  practice  were  considera- 
ble and  he  amassed  property  in  real  estate  to 
proHde  comfortably  for  his  family  when  he 
should  be  taken  away.  He  encouraged  hi.s  two 
sons  to  take  up  medicine  as  their  life  work  and 
saw  them  strongly  equipjied  and  engaged  in 
successful  practice  before  his  death. 

Dr.  Blanton  first  married  Miss  Frusie  Peek, 
at  Clarksville.  Texas,  but  .she  passed  away  with- 
out issue.  In  1867  he  married  Mattie  J.  Clark 
in  Coryell  county.  She  was  a daugher  of  Will- 
iam D.  Clark  who  settled  there  in  1855  from 
Bedford  county,  Tennessee,  and  died  in  1893. 
Mr.  Clark  married  FIliza  R.  Kelton,  who  passed 
away  in  1896,  the  mother  of  James  L.,  of  Ilico. 
Texas;  Mrs.  Dr.  Blanton;  Thotnas,  deceased; 
William,  of  Marlin,  Texas;  Anna,  wife  of  Will- 
iam Kincaid,  of  Buffalo  Gaj).  Texas;  Newton,  of 
Waco;  Samuel,  of  Hico,  and  Finis,  of  Merkel, 
Texas.  Four  children  were  bom  to  Dr.  and 
Mrs.  Blanton,  viz.;  Della,  widow  of  Walter  Tad- 
lock,  of  Chico;  Dr.  William  P.,  of  Crafton,  a 
graduate  of  the  Louisville  Medical  College,  and 


married  to  Piety  Borden,  with  cluldren,  J.  Bur- 
gess, B.  F.  and  Pancoast;  Emma,  wdio  married 
E.  A.  Wells,  of  Wellington,  Collingsworth  coun- 
ty, Te.xas,  ami  has  issue,  Ruth,  Blanton,  Mor- 
ris and  Eddie;  Dr.  John  J..  the  youngest,  was 
born  in  Wise  county,  Texas,  in  1876,  and  gradu- 
ated from  the  University  of  Nashville,  Tennes- 
see, in  rcioo.  He  succeeded  to  the  practice  of 
hi.s  able  and  worthy  father  and  is  already  re- 
ferred to  as  a foremo.st  yiractitioner  of  Chico. 
He  married  Miss  Ctie  McCurdy  in  njoi. 

WILLIAM  McClJTCTIEON  is  by  all  odds 
one  of  the  most  prominent  figures  in  the  business 
and  financial  activity  in  Wichita  Falls.  He  is 
now'  president  and  devotes  all  his  time  to  the 
Wichita  Falls  Implement  Company,  but  since  the 
tow'n  began  its  period  of  great  growth  some 
twenty  years  ago  he  has  been  identified  in  num- 
berless W'ays  with  important  enterprises  pro- 
moting the  upbuilding  of  town  and  country.  No 
stancher  advocate  of  the  city  can  be  found  than 
Mr.  McCntcheon.  and  he  is  public-spirited  in  an 
eminent  degree.  In  character  he  is  a most  affable 
and  genial  gentleman,  and  has  friends  wherever 
he  goes. 

His  own  career  and  the  history  of  several  gen- 
erations of  his  forefathers  have  been  centered  in 
the  sunny  southland,  and  enterprise  .and  .ability 
have  distinguished  all  tlie  McCutcheons.  His 
paternal  grandfather  was  the  Rev.  Mark 
McCntcheon,  w'ho  was  a fine  and  brave  old  char- 
acter, and  was  a pioneer  minister  of  the  Metho- 
dist church  in  Georgia,  at  a day  when  even  a 
minister  of  the  gospel  was  obliged  to  carry  a rifle 
in  hi.s  itinerant  labors  and  his  goings  to  and  fro 
among  his  parishioners.  The  ancestry  of  the 
family  is  Scotch-Iri.sh. 

Mr.  McCntcheon  is  himself  a native  of  Shreve- 
port. Ix)uisiana,  where  he  was  born  in  1855,  being 
a .son  of  William  M.  and  Elizabetli  (Nicholson) 
McCutcheon.  His  mother  was  a member  of  a 
prominent  family  of  Shreveport,  and  died  in  that 
city  during  the  sixties.  His  father  w.as  born  at 
Columbus,  Georgia,  but  when  a young  m,an  he 
moved  to  the  vicinity  of  Shreveport,  Louisiana, 
where  he  became  a wealthy  planter  and  slave- 
owmer.  His  plantation  was  situated  on  the  Red 
river  and  was  one  of  the  largest  cotton-producing 
famis  in  the  state.  During  the  w'ar  his  fortune 
W'as  largely  sacrificed  to  the  Confedenate  cause 
through  his  liberal  contributions  and  through  the 
general  havoc  wrought  to  all  industries  by  tiie 
demon  of  war.  lie  was  coniparativelv  poor  when 
peace  was  finally  restored,  but  he  was  a man  of 
great  ability  and  resources,  and  at  once  began 
all  over  again  and  before  his  death  was  w'ell  to 
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the  top  in  material  success.  After  the  war  he 
moved  to  Anderson  county,  Texas,  and  made  a 
comfortable  fortune  as  a cattleman  and  farmer  in 
that  county.  He  died  there  in  1873,  ap^ed  sjxty- 
five  years. 

Mr.  William  A.  McCutcheon  was  a lad  at  the 
time  the  family  moved  to  Anderson  county,  Tex- 
as. He  was  reared  there,  and  his  education  was 
as  pfood  as  could  be  obtained  from  the  facilities 
of  those  times  and  in  that  community.  About  his 
first  employment  away  from  his  father’s  home 
was  as  bookkeeper  in  the  store  of  his  uncle,  W. 
A.  Haygood,  at  Maguolia.  There  were  then  no 
railroads  in  the  vicinity,  and  Magnolia,  being  at 
the  head  of  navigation  of  the  Trinity  river,  en- 
joyed a large  trade  for  miles  around.  The  head- 
quarters of  this  trade  was  the  Haygood  store, 
which  was  a large  establishment  and  carried 
everything  needed  by  anybody  in  the  surrounding 
country.  In  this  place  young  McCutcheon  re- 
ceived a fine  training  in  mercantile  life  and  in 
bookkeeping  and  accounting,  and  he  remained 
with  ]\Tr.  Haygood  about  three  years. 

In  1880  he  went  to  Shreveport  and  took  a po- 
sition in  the  office  of  another  uncle.  S.  B.  Mc- 
Cutcheon, who  was  then  a large  cotton  factor 
there  and  is  now  a banker  of  that  city.  S.  B.  Mc- 
Cutcheon withdrew  from  the  enterprise  after  a 
time,  and  his  nephew  William  then  bought  a half 
interest  in  the  business,  the  firm  becoming  Perrin 
& McCutcheon.  For  several  years  they  handled 
about  one-seventh  of  the  entire  cotton  output  of 
the  Shreveport  district,  which  is  one  of  the  largest 
producing  regions  of  the  south.  From  this  ex- 
tensive business  Mr.  McCutcheon  was  compelled 
to  withdraw  in  1883  on  account  of  the  climate 
not  agreeing  with  his  health,  and  he  therefore 
sold  out  his  interests  as  factor  and  came  to  the 
new  town  of  Wichita  Falls,  which  only  the  year 
before  had  been  incorporated  and  which  w.as  just 
then  beginning  its  rapid  growth. 

His  business  foresight  indicated  real  e.state  as 
the  best  source  of  investment,  and  he  at  once  be- 
gan dealing  in  propert)^  He  was  highly  success- 
ful. and  consummated  many  deals  in  quick  succes- 
sion. Besides  realty  he  also  bought  stocks  of 
goods,  and  he  often,  in  earlier  years,  doubled 
his  money  in  his  transactions.  At  one  time  he 
had  both  a drug  store  and  a grocery  on 
his  h.ands,  and  bi>fh  proved  profit.ible  invest- 
ments. In  !88.S,  at  the  earnest  solicitation  of  a 
number  of  tlie  stockholders,  he  bought  an  inter- 
est in  and  took  charge  of  as  cashier  the  Pan- 
handle National  Bank  of  Wichita  Falls  (now  the 
First  National!.  His  business  training  and  finan- 
cial alnlity  were  the  most  valuable  assets  of  this 
institution  dtiring  the  time  of  the  panic  of  ’93, 


and  he  saved  the  bank’s  credit  while  other  banks 
were  goingto  pieces  all  over  the  country.  Through 
his  efforts  and  influence  the  bank  obtained  a line 
of  credit  at  Fort  \Vorth  and  Galveston,  and  by 
this  means  the  Panhandle  was  saved  from  any 
embarrassment  and  not  a dollar  was  lost  to  its 
depositors  or  stockholders.  He  was  cashier  of 
the  bank  from  1888  to  1894,  and  during  that  time 
its  deposits  increased  from  twenty-five  thousand 
dollars  to  between  one  hundred  and  fifty  and  two 
hundred  thousand  dollars.  There  is  no  safer  and 
more  reliable  financial  institution  in  North  or 
Northwest  Texas  than  the  present  First  National 
Bank,  and  this  is  due  in  large  measure  to  the  poli- 
cy and  management  inaugurated  in  its  early  his- 
tory by  Mr.  McCutcheon. 

After  leaving  the  bank  he  again  devoted  all 
his  time  to  real  estate  operations.  With  Colonel 
Spccht,  he  bought  several  thousand  acres  of  land 
in  Wichita  county,  about  ten  miles  north  of 
Wichita  Falls,  and  organized  the  Illinois  Colony, 
which  was  the  means  of  settling  these  lands  with 
substantial  farmers,  mostly  from  the  north,  who 
are  now  w’dl  fixed  and  enjoying  great  prosperity. 
The  town  that  has  grown  up  at  this  place  con- 
tains residences,  churches  and  other  improve- 
ments surpassing  those  in  many  large  towns. 
The  postoffice  of  the  colony  is  called  Thornbury, 
but  it  is  better  known  as  Illinois  Colony.  Mr. 
McCutcheon  himself  owns  one  of  the  finest 
ranches  in  this  part  of  the  country,  consisting  of 
twenty-five  hundred  acres  of  land  north  of  the 
Illinois  Colony,  on  the  Red  river.  This  is  a fine 
property^  and  special  attention  is  given  to  the 
raising  of  Hereford  cattle  and  Shetland  ponies. 

In  October,  1903,  Mr.  McCutcheon  became 
owner  by  purchase  of  the  controlling  interest  in 
the  Wichita  Falls  Implement  Company,  incorpo- 
rated, of  which  he  is  president  and  to  the  man- 
agement of  which  he  devotes  all  his  time.  This 
establishment  was  instituted  in  the  early  days  of 
Wichita  Falls  by  the  Jack.son  Brothers,  and  has 
from  the  first  done  a large  and  successful  busi- 
nes.s.  Its  trade  now  amounts  to  a hundred  thou- 
sand dollars  annually.  It  is  one  of  the  most  im- 
portant mercantile  houses  of  the  city,  and  sup- 
plies the  demands  of  m.iny  miles  of  surround- 
ing country. 

Mr.  McCutcheon  has  a fine  record  of  business 
successes  and  has  never  m,ade  a failure.  He  is 
a wealthy  man  and  a valuable  citizen.  One  rea- 
son for  the  happy  results  of  his  life  work  is  to 
l<e  found  in  his  broad-mindedness.  He  has  usual- 
ly found  something  to  learn  from  every  circum- 
stance .and  from  everybody,  and  has  thus  been 
able  to  adapt  himself  readih^  to  the  changing  rela- 
tions of  a bu.sy  and  progressive  career.  He  has 
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served  his  city  several  times  on  the  board  of  al- 
dermen, and  as  stich,  in  co-operation  with. several 
other  public-spirited  men  of  the  board,  succeeded 
in  redeeming  the  city  from  debt  and  putting  its 
affairs  on  a substantial  basis.  For  several  years 
he  has  been  treasurer  of  the  Episcopal  church  of 
Wichita  FalLs,  and  is  also  treasurer  of  the  Ma- 
sonic lodge. 

Mr.  McCutcheon  was  married  at  Columbus, 
Georgia,  January  4,  1884,  to  Miss  Evelyn  G. 
Rooney.  Her  father,  Lawrence  Roonej',  was 
originally  a Yankee  furniture  manufacturer  in 
New  York,  but  came  to  Columbus,  Georgia, 
where  he  married  a southern  lady.  Miss  Brown, 
and  in  that  city  built  up  a large  furniture  busi- 
ness, one  of  the  most  important  establishments  of 
the  place.  Mrs.  McCutcheon  received  her  college 
education  in  Virginia,  and  later  was  a student  in 
a music  conservatory  of  New  York  City.  She  is 
a highly  cultured  lady,  and  a leading  influence 
in  the  social  circles  of  Wichita  Falls,  although  she 
is  pre-eminently  domestic  and  cares  most  to  keep 
bright  and  happ}'  her  own  home  circle.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  McCutcheon  have  four  sons,  Willham  L., 
Clarence  M.,  Melville  M.  and  Herman  H. 

HENRY  H.  WALKER,  well  known  as  a 
stock  farmer  and  early  settler  of  Montague 
county,  was  born  in  Bossier  Parish,  Louisiana, 
October  18,  1847.  His  father,  Harbert  Walker, 
was  a native  of  South  Carolina  and  the  grand- 
father, Joseph  R.  Walker,  was  likewi.se  born  in 
tliat  state.  The  latter  was  a planter  and  slave 
owner,  respected  in  his  community  as  a reliable 
business  man  of  broad  mind  and  kindly  disposi- 
tion. Tn  fact,  he  was  a tj^iical  gentleman  of  the 
old  school  and  his  entire  life  was  passed  in  the 
state  of  his  nativity,  where  he  was  esteemed  by 
all  witli  whom  he  came  in  contact.  In  his  family 
were  ten  children;  John  A.,  Robert,  Golifan, 
Alexander,  Harbert,  Harriet,  Elizabeth,  Sarah, 
Mrs.  Ann  Holmes  and  one  whose  name,  is  for- 
gotten. 

Harbert  Walleer  was  born  in  1810  and  dic<i 
M.arch,  1866,  wa.s  reared  in  his  fatlier’s  home, 
spending  hi.s  boyhood  days  under  the  parental 
roof.  In  early  manhood  he  was  unite<l  in  mar- 
riage to  Miss  Marv  C.  Martin,  a native  of  Ala- 
bama. Little  is  known  concerning  the  hi.story 
of  her  family.  She  was  the  third  in  order  of 
birth,  however,  in  a family  of  four  children,  the 
others  being:  John,  William  and  Airs.  Ann 

Bledsoe. 

At  the  time  of  their  maniage  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Harbert  Walker  settled  on  a cotton  plantation 
in  Louisiana  and  he  became  a prominent  and 


pro.sperous  planter  and  slave  owner  of  that  lo- 
cality-. He  gave  his  entire  attention  to  the  super- 
vision of  his  busincs.s  interests  and  there  lived 
quietly  and  happilv  until  after  the  outbreak  of 
the  Civil  war,  which  took  from  him  much  of 
the  earnings  of  a lifetime  and  caused  a marked 
de])reciation  in  the  value  of  his  estate,  owing  to 
the  depredations  and  ravages  of  war.  He  was 
a secessioni.st  and  used  his  influence  in  behalf 
of  the  Confederacy,  but  was  too  old  to  enter 
active  service  as  a soldier.  In  his  political  affilia- 
tion he  was  a stanch  Democrat,  but  was  never 
an  aspirant  for  office,  preferring  to  give  his 
attention  to  the  management  of  his  plantation. 
He  possessed  many  sterling  traits  of  character, 
which  won  him  confidence  and  warm  friend- 
ship and  he  was  one  of  the  leading  residents 
of  his  parish.  He  died  at  the  old  homestead  in 
Louisiana  in  1866,  while  his  wife  passed  away 
in  1863.  They  had  become  the  parents  of 
eight  children:  John,  who  died  in  early  man- 

hood; .Sarah  E..  the  wife  of  D.  T.  AIcDade; 
Harbert  and  Edward,  both  deceased;  George 
VV.,  who  served  throughout  the  Civil  war  as  a 
member  of  the  Confederate  army;  Jane  and 
.\nn,  who  have  likenise  passed  away,  and  Henry 
H.,  who  is  now  the  only-  surviving  member  of 
the  family.  By  a third  marriage,  to  Aliss  Alary 
Embry,  Air.  Stinson  had  one  .son,  Charles. 

Until  seventeen  years  of  age  Henry  H.  Walker 
remained  under  the  parental  roof  and  then  in 
1864  joined  the  state  troops  of  Louisiana  for 
the  sujiport  of  the  Confederacy.  His  services 
were  confined  to  that  state,  where  he  did  guard, 
reserve  and  patrol  duty.  At  length  he  was 
paroled  at  Natchitoches.  Louisiana,  and  returned 
borne.  IL‘  then  resumed  work  on  the  old  plan- 
tation, where  lu  rt  inaincd  until  1867,  in  which 
year  he  was  married,  the  lady  of  his  choice  lying 
Aliss  Ann  J.  Stinson,  who  was  born  in  Louisi- 
ana in  1850,  her  ])arents  being  Air.  and  Airs. 
.Alexander  T.  Stinson  of  Alaltama.  Her  father 
conducted  a gri.st  and  saw  mill,  giving  his  undi- 
vided attention  to  his  Inisiness  ailairs.  He  also 
carried  cm  farming  to  some  extent  and  never 
divided  his  time  with  jiolitical  office.  ha\ ing  no 
aspiration  in  ih.at  direction.  Hi.s  children  by  bis 
first  wife,  Elizabeth  Lampkin,  were;  \MlIiam, 
John,  Sainuel,  George.  I'riinmie.  'vho  became 
Afr.s.  Carlton,  and  after  tlie  death  of  her  first  hus- 
band married  Air.  Stone;  Eliza,  flic  wife  of  R. 
M.  Lewis;  \mi  J..  now  Airs.  Walker;  Thomas 
and  Zeno.  Samuel  died  wliilc  serving  in  the  Civil 
war  as  a Confederate  soldier  and  (icorge  was 
also  in  the  service  of  the  south  during  tiiat  war. 

A.  T.  Stinson's  second  w ife  w as  Martha  Lewis 
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Singlet' 'll,  the  motlicr  of  five  children — Robert, 
.MoiHc.  Willie,  Oscar,  David, 

Following  his  ni.arriagc,  .Mr.  Walker  settled 
U])On  the  farm  which  was  a part  of  the  old  family 
iKimestcad  and  later  lived  upon  other  farms  until 
1874.  \then  he  came  to  Te.xas,  first  locating  in 
Gray,s<»n  county.  Hiler  he  removed  to  Cooke 
countv  and  in  .August,  1881,  took  up  his  abode 
in  .Montague  county,  where  he  was  employed  by 
Mr.  Belcher,  an  e.xtensive  cattle  rancher,  as  su- 
perintendent of  his  large  cattle  ranch,  fn  this 
business  he  continued  for  a number  of  years 
and  in  1884  he  purchased  three  hundred  and  ten 
acres  of  land  from  .Mr.  Belcher,  to  which  he 
afterward  added  until  he  now  has  four  hundred 
aii'i  si.xlv  acres,  all  purchased  from  the  Belcher 
ranch,  tract.  It  is  nicely  located,  the  soil  is  pro- 
ductive, the  fields  are  well  fenced  and  lie  has 
made  substantial  improvements  on  the  [iroperty, 
having  now  a commodious  residence,  good  barn 
and  all  necessary  bnildings  for  the  shelter  of 
grain  and  •stock.  One  hundred  and  twenty  acres 
of  the  land  is  under  a high  state  of  cultivation 
and  in  connection  nilh  general  fanning  he  also 
handles  some  cattle.  He  annuallv  harvests  good 
crops  and  in  both  Ins  fanning  and  stock-raising 
interests  he  ha.s  met  with  a fair  measure  of  suc- 
cess. He  lias  firm  faith  in  the  future  develop- 
ment of  Ztlontague  county  and  lie  has  taken  an 
active  part  in  bringing  it  up  to  its  present  high 
standaril  of  cultivation,  fn  politics  he  is  a strong 
IRinocrai  and  iliougfi  well  qualified  to  fill  any 
office  within  the  gift  of  his  fellow  townsmen 
in  the  county  he  has  always  ])refcrrcd  tt>  give 
his  time  and  energies  to  his  business  interests. 
He  was,  however,  once  a candidate  for  couiitv 
assessor.  Imt  did  not  make  much  of  a canvass 
and  was  defeated  by  a small  majorit}'.  He  is  a 
past  ma-ter  of  Belcher  Lodge.  .\...  F.  & .\.  1\L, 
and  has  taken  the  Royal  .Arch  degrees  of  the 
chapter.  He  belongs  to  the  Missionarv  Baji- 
ti-t  church  and  both  lie  ;uid  his  wife  are  held 
in  high  esteem  in  the  community  where  they  re- 
side and  where  the)  have  a circle  of  friends 
almost  co-C-xtLiisi\  c with  the  circle  of  tlieir  ac- 
quaintance. 

JOIIX  ROBERT  D.WF.XPORT.  The  effi- 
cient treasurer  of  ^^■isc  county,  named  as  the 
suiijcct  of  this  personal  rcconl,  was  born  at 
kienzi.  r\lississi])pi,  Mav-  7,  1851.  and  jiassed  his 
cbildhooil  anil  wnith  aronnil  Booncville,  Pren- 
tiss count),  v.licre  rustic  scenes  were  hi.s  famil- 
iar haunt'.  ITi.s  father.  \\  illiam  Davenport,  was 
a G'/''rgian  .and  his  grandfather,  1 lenrv  Daven- 
pi"ri.  w;i'  a native  of  X'irgiiiia. 


In  the  first  quarter  of  the  nineteenth  century 
Henry  Davenport  journeyed  on  horseback, 
with  his  young  wife,  from  tlieir  \Arginia  home 
into  the  soutlilaml  and  began  life  near  Americus, 
Georgia.  As  farmers  they  maintained  them- 
selves and  there  they  reared  their  family  and 
finally  passed  away.  Their  children  were: 
Amanda,  Henry.  Smith,  Robert.  Thomas,  Will- 
iam and  Eliz.afieth. 

A more  detailed  account  of  the  family'  his- 
tory is  thu.s  given  : — 

The  great-great-grandfather  was  (l)  Genus 
Davenport,  a Revolutionary  soldier  from  \'ir- 
ginia,  who  had  two  sons,  Henry  and  Thomas 
(perhaps  others  and  daughters,  too,  though  no 
knowledge  of  them  is  now  extant), 

(2)  Thomas  settled  on  a farm  near  the  town 
(now  city)  of  Petersburg,  X irginia,  and  it  i.s  said 
tliat  much  of  the  site  of  the  city  once  was  part 
of  bis  farm.  He  reared  two  sons,  Thomas  and 
Henry. 

(4)  Henry  came  to  Georgia  when  a v'oung  man 
and  settled  on  Oconee  river,  then  Clarke  coun- 
ty. now  Oconee  county.  By  help  of  the  Indians 
and  one  or  two  negroes  hired  from  the  few 
white  .settlers,  he  built  liim  a log  bouse,  crib 
and  stables,  then,  mounting  his  fine  horse,  rode 
back  to  Virginia,  where  he  married  Elizabeth 
Easley  of  his  native  county.  The  wedding  over, 
both  rode  horseback  all  the  way  south  to  his 
Georgia  farm,  bringing  bis  slaves,  wagons, 
horses,  deerhounds,  fighting  cocks,  etc.  The 
huntsman’s  horn  that  he  brought  with  him, 
also  the  identical  coffee-mill  that  he  used  on 
that  trip  and  later  put  up  in  his  cook  room, 
where  it  was  in  constant  use  until  two  years  ago, 
arc  still  treasured  as  heirlooms  in  the  family 
of  H.  T.  Davenport  of  Americus.  Ga. 

The  grandmother  died  at  ab'tut  thirty-seven 
years  of  age,  and  is  buried  cm  the  old  first  .settle- 
ment in  Oconee  county  near  Candy  postoffice, 
with  one  daughter,  who  died  very  young. 
Grandfather  afterwards  married  a Miss  Ward 
of  Kentucky,  sold  out  and  moved  to  Salem  cross- 
loads  in  Oconee  county,  and  lived  and  died  and 
is  buried  there  side  by  side  with  his  last  wife. 
This  couple  never  had  any  children,  and  after 
grandfather  Davenport's  death  his  widow  mar- 
ried a Judge  XlcWiiorter  t)f  Athens.  Ga..  whom 
she  survived  a few  years  and  at  lier  death  in- 
siste<l  on  being  buried  beside  her  first  hu.sband 
on  their  little  farm  at  old  Salem. 

Of  Henry  (3)  Davenport’s  children:  .Amanda 
married  Hampton  Watts,  who  died,  leaving  his 
wid'ow  with  Vlary,  Thomas,  Fannie,  William, 
Harrison,  Sallic  and  George  (the  last  an  infant), 
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without  hoiiie  or  money,  but  from  assistance 
fioni  their  Uncle  Henry-  tht'V  received  fair  edu- 
cations and  married.  The  first  four ‘are  now- 
dead,  but  have  children  and  grandchildren. 
Harrison  W atts  lives  in  Simucr  county,  Geor- 
gia; Sallie  Shockley  lives  on  a fann  in  the  same 
locality  and  is  a widow  with  two  grown  daugh- 
ters; George  Watts  married  and  has  one  daugh- 
ter. 

Thomas  lost  the  wife  of  his  early  years,  and 
his  daughter  iMary  mamed  a prosperous  Dr. 
Bently  of  Leathen-flle,  Lincoln  county-,  Ga.,  who 
left  her,  at  his  death,  four  thousand  acres  of  land 
and  seven  or  eight  eliildrcn,  all  grown.  She  is 
still  living.  Aftrr  the  death  of  his  first  wife 
Thomas  lived  a widorver  thirty-one  years  and 
then  married  a voung  w’idow,  by  w hom  he  had 
two  sons  and  three  daughters — Robert,  Olivia, 
Mattie,  Carrie  and  William. 

Elizabeth  married  T.  H.  iMaddox,  and  left 
children,  Mattie  and  Josiali.  Mattie  married 
Barton  Middlebrooks  and  reared  a large  family 
of  boys  and  girl.«,  and  they  live  in  ( iconee  coun- 
ty. Tosiah  married  a IMiss  Clark  and  lives  near 
Greensboro,  Ga..  having  a large  family. 

Smith  married  !Mis.s  Mattie  Hillsiiian,  and  of 
their  twelve  children  the  following  grew  up: 
Edw^ard,  who  died  in  the  armv  in  1862;  Mhlliani 
R.,  who  married  his  cousin  Fannie  Easly  Dav- 
enport (Daughter  of  Robert),  and  she.  now  a 
widow,  lives  on  a farm  in  (jonzales  county. 
Teaxs;  and  Bettic,  tlie  only  one  now  living,  who 
married  a lawyer,  Thomas  II.  i’ickett  (deceased), 
and  has  a family  of  children.  - 

Henry  married  Miss  Julia  Caroline  Rymes. 
He  died  at  the  age  of  sixty-four,  and  his  wife 
survived  him  a quarter  of  a century  to  the  age 
of  eighty-nine  y-ears  and  past.  Their  six  children ; 
Jo5,ephine  married  J.  W.  Shropshire,  both  de- 
ceased, with  three  daughters  living.  Ryincs  died 
at  the  age  of  four  year.s.  Wcioria  married  J. 
A.  Shields,  by  whom  .she  had  one  son.  J.  A.,  and 
married  second.  J.  W.  F,  T,owrey,  a merchant  of 
Daw-son,  Georgia.  II,  T..  of  Ameriens,  Georgia, 
who  married  Miss  L.  E.  Harrold  and  has  two 
children.  Lavonia  died  at  the  age  of  sixteen 
in  1862.  Maria  Rymes,  who  married  S.  J.  Wal- 
ters, of  Sumter  county,  Ga..  is  a widow  with  a 
daughter  thirteen  years  old. 

In  1823  Mhlliam  Davenport  was  bom  near 
Americus,  Georgia,  and  in  1839  he  left  his  native 
heath  in  company  with  an  older  brother  and 
settled  in  Prentiss  county,  Mississippi,  Having 
come  to  mature  years  on  the  farm  he  adopted 
this  calling  for  his  life  work  when  he  established 


his  home  in  Alissis.sippi.  He  had  acciuircd  a dis- 
trict scb.ijoi  education,  which,  added  to  his  nalive 
talents,  equipped  him  well  for  sincere  and  inriu- 
cntial  cilizenship  in  active,  vigoruu.s  life.  His 
hrothcr  Robert,  whom  he  accompauie<l  from 
their  nati\e  state,  l;ecanie  an  influential  factor 
in  the  affairs  of  Prentiss  county,  having  served 
it  as  sheriff  both  prior  to  and  .‘-ubsequeut  to  the 
Civil  war. 

In  his  prflitical  relations  to  his  county  William 
Davenport  was  first  a M big  and  finally  a Demo- 
crat and  as  a force  in  moulding  political  senti- 
ment ho  was  a quiet  yet  positive  one.  lie  was 
an  active  member  of  tiie  IMethodi.rt  church  and 
brought  up  his  children  ccniscioits  of  a religions 
obligation  to  be  performed.  He  married  Elvira 
S.  E.  Arnold,  who  followed  him  to  the  grave 
fiear  Paradise  March  10,  1893,  six  \ cars  subse- 
quent to  bis  demise.  Two  children  only  lived 
to  be  grown,  viz.:  John  R.,  our  subject,  and 

Sallie  E„  wife  of  C.  T.  Thomas,  of  Sterling, 
Oklahoma. 

John  Rol'crt  Daveiiiwrt  was  a ])iipil  in  the 
country  schools  and  was  ai>proaching  near  his 
'teens  at  the  outbreak  of  the  rebellion.  He  in- 
herited strong  southern  sentiment.s  from  his 
mother  as  well  as  his  father,  for  she  wa.s  a dangli- 
ter  of  Zack  Arnold,  a South  Cairilina  slave 
holder,  who  removed  to  Mississippi  when  his 
daughter  Elvira  was  a child,  rrocuring  an  edu- 
cation and  learning  ti>  farm  was  the  Ini'-ine.ss  of 
the  time  with  our  sahject  while  he  rcmainevl  at 
home  and  when  past  twenty-one  he  abandoned 
the  scenes  of  his  bovhood  and  sought  his  for- 
tune on  the  grass}  and  imtameil  wihls  of  West 
Texas.  He  stopped  at  Aurora,  in  Wise  eounty, 
and  began  work  In  the  month  on  a farm. 
Fnjin  wage-working  to  renting  was  the  route 
he  took  to  indojvendeiice  and  he  eventually  he- 
eame  able  to  btrv  a farm.  He  located  on  and 
purchased  the  Brady  home.stead  just  south  of 
Decatur  in  1889.  anil  tliiis  has  since  remained  his 
home. 

December  ii,  1878.  Mr.  D.avcnpovt  married 
F.mma  F.,  a dauglitcr  of  the  late  |)n)ntini  iit 
pioneer  Judge  William  W.  Brady,  who  came  to 
Wise  county  in  1835.  served  eighteen  years  as 
its  eonmy  clerk  and  four  year.s  as  county  judge, 
and  was,  withal,  a popular  and  deserving  citi- 
zen. l\lr.  Brady  came  to  Texas  from  Illinois, 
but  wa.s  formerly  from  Indiana  county.  Penn- 
sylvania. He  married  Harriett  R.  Bryan,  a Ten- 
nessee ladV'.  reared  eight  children  and  jvassed 
away  in  1889.  at  sixty-six  yeans  o!  age.  IMrs. 
Davenport  was  born  in  Decatur,  Texas,  June 
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20,  iSfjo,  and  is  the  mother  of  Hattie  E.;  Sallie, 
who  married  \\'il]  Yotin*^;  Mary;  Robert  R.; 
\\  illiara : (.  I’.,  and  Fred  .\mold. 

In  county  [>olitics  John  R.  Davenport  has 
fur  many  years  been  a busy  but  quiet  factor  and 
he  has  almost  invariably  been  found  a delegate 
to  conventions.  In  1902  he  was  induced  to  be- 
come a candidate  for  county  treasurer  and  was 
elected  and  two  years  later  was  chosen  his  own 
successor  and  his  conduct  of  the  office  is  noted 
for  its  clerical  efficiency  and  a desire  to  serve 
and  accommodate  the  patrons  of  the  office. 

As  already  stated,  Mr.  Davenport  was  brought 
up  in  the  cradle  of  Methodism.  From  the  old 
home  church  in  the  east  he  imbibed  those  prin- 
ciples of  right  which  control  the  heart  actions 
of  all  good  citizens  and  when  he  founded  a home 
in  the  new  west  a Christian  spirit  dominated  it 
from  the  start.  He  holds  his  meinl^er.shij) — as 
also  does  his  wife — in  the  congregation  at  Sand 
Hill,  the  first  cluirch  in  the  county,  and  has 
served  the  body  in  the  capacity  td  steward. 

GEORGE  HARRISON  HODGES.  One  of 
the  rejwesentative  farmers  of  Clay  county  whose 
dominions  partly  encircle  the  village  of  \’ashti 
and  whose  advent  to  the  county  gave  a substan- 
tial impetus  tr>  his  community’s  business  and 
social  life  is  George  H.  Hodges,  the  worthy  sub- 
ject of  this  review.  A hile  only  a dozen  years 
mark  his  citizenship  here,  his  presence  and  his 
personal  inllucnce  are  as  marked  as  though  the 
clo,ak  of  the  patriarchal  pioneer  covered  his 
strong  and  active  frame. 

-MthouLrh  Clay  count)  knew  Mr.  Hodges  no 
earlier  than  iS<)3.  Texas  has  known  him  since 
Jantiar) , 1874,  w hen  he  identified  him.self  with 
-Navarro  county.  Choctaw  county.  Mississijtpi, 
furnished  him  among  her  quota  to  the  I.one 
Star  state  stf  that  year  and  he  mine  with  sincere 
motives  of  carving  out  an  liom>rcd  future  and. 
it  might  be.  .'iccmnulaling  a modest  fortune  in 
a land  where  ojiportunilie.s  were  literallv  hang- 
ing on  every  bush.  strong  iihysicpu'  and  a 
willing  hami  were  his  chief  capital  and  to  his 
industrial  touch  llie  natural  elements  and  the 
soil  it.self  resi>onded  with  liberality,  and  the 
rough-hewing  of  his  jiatli  jiorlendcd  the  destiny 
that  wa.s  surclv  lii.s.  Reginning  life  at  the  age 
of  scvcmcen.  he  spent  the  t ears  till  his  majorit) 
in  the  crnj)lov  of  an  uncle.  Dock  Stewart,  with 
whom  he  c.mne  to  Texa.s  and  from  whom  he  re- 
ceived, in  wage.s,  the  nucleus  of  his  real  start 
in  life. 

Eigiit  niouilis  a pu[>il  in  ,a  rural  school  gave 
him  a verv  crude  dnish  for  the  world  of  affairs. 


but  he  took  counsel  from  experience  and  has 
condition  in  the  present  shows  how  success- 
fully he  has  met  the  problems  of  the  past.  He 
grew  up  with  his  maternal  grandfather  on  a plan- 
tation and  it  was  but  natural  that  he  should  seek 
advantage  on  the  farm  in  his  western  home.  He 
settled  near  I’urdon,  in  Navarro  county,  and, 
in  1876,  he  joined  a brother  in  the  purchase  of  a 
tract  of  black-tvaxy^  land  wdiich  he  occupied  until 
1881,  when  he  turned  his  interest  into  ca.sli  an'd 
purchased  a farm  with  a cotton  gin  and  otlier  im- 
provements on,  and  this  he  sold  after  his  advent 
to  Clay  county.  In  1890  he  visited  Clay  and 
bought,  or  bargained  for,  his  new  home,  but  fear- 
ing he  could  not  pay  for  it  out  of  the  soil  he 
remained  in  the  black  land  country  till  he  paid 
for  the  farm  and  then  transferred  his  residence 
hither.  In  the  beginning  here  he  purchased  a 
gin,  moved  it  to  Vashti  and  operated  it  till  1901, 
when  he  bought  another  tract  near  town  of  three 
hundred  and  twenty  acres  and  took  possession 
of  it,  two  miles  north  of  the  little  village  where 
he  maintain.s  hi.s  home.  His  material  prosper- 
ity has  enabled  him  to  become  the  owner  of 
six  hun^lred  and  eighty  acres,  improved  with 
tenement  houses  and  everything  necessary-  for 
its  jtroper  cultivation  and  care. 

September  6,  1851,  George  II.  Ilcxlges  was 
born  in  Choctaw  county,  Mississippi.  His  fath- 
er, Richard  Hodges,  settled  there  from  Alabama 
when  Choctaw  county  was  new  and  died  in  the 
Confederate  service  in  ^Mobile,  in  1865.  Rich- 
ard Hodges  went  to  Missisippi  when  a boy  and 
ntarricrl  there  Eliza  Jane  Eevor,  who  died  in 
1853  in  Choctaw  county,  Mississippi.  She  was  a 
daughter  of  Joseph  Levor.  an  .Mabama  settler 
who  died  in  1867,  some  four  years  subsequent  to 
the  (leatli  of  our  subject’s  paternal  grandfather, 
Richard  Hodges. 

The  issue  of  Richard  .and  Eliza  Hodges  were: 
Jose])li,  who  went  through  the  war  as  a Confed- 
erate soldier  and  in  liidy  moved  to  Navarro 
county,  Texas,  where  he  still  lives;  William,  who 
•>vas  in  the  Confederate  army  during  the  last 
year  of  the  war  and  died  soon  after  in  Yalobusha 
county.  I^lississippi;  John  S.,  of  Mills  county, 
Texas,  and  George  H.,  our  subject. 

Ill  December.  1878.  George  H.  Hodge.s  mar- 
ried his  first  wife,  Fannie  E.atterson,  a daughter 
of  Saniuel  Patterson,  who  settled  in  Navarro 
county  from  Newton  eounty,  Mississippi,  where 
lii.s  daughter  Fannie  was  born  in  October.  1S60. 
In  June,  i8(iO.  l\frs.  Hodges  jtassed  away  in 
Navarro,  being  the  mother  c'f  .Annie,  wife  of  J. 
1>.  Wardworth.  of  Clay  County,  with  issue.  Ray, 
M’essie  and  Otto;  Alattie,  wlio  marrietl  S.  H. 
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Maiming',  of  Clay  county,  lias  a daughter,  Lotus; 
Magg-ie,  unmarried;  Laura,  now  Mrs.  James 
Honn,  of  Clay  county,  has  a daughter.  Jewel; 
Samuel  is  the  youngest  child.  In  January,  1891, 
Mr.  Hodges  married  his  present  wife,  nee  Laura 
Patterson,  orphaned  in  childhood  and  a cousin 
of  his  first  wife.  The  result  of  this  union  has 
been  five  children,  namely : Susie,  Homer,  Ray, 
Rue  and  Earl. 

Mr.  Hodges  takes  no  active  interest  in  poli- 
tics, but  owns  allegiance  to  Democracy,  and  in 
churcli  affairs  is  a IMethodist.  His  citizenship 
is  of  the  sincere,  loyal  and  progressive  sort  hnd 
he  yields  precedence  to  no  man  in  his  faith  in 
Northern  Texas  and  in  the  belief  in  its  ultimate 
destiny. 

JUDGE  ALBERT  STEVENSON,  a member 
of  the.  bar  of  Palo  Pinto  county,  Texas,  living 
at  Mineral  Wells,  is  a leading  representative 
of  his  profession  and  is  also  a citizen  of  wide 
influence,  doing  much  to  mould  public  thouglit 
and  opinion  in  his  part  of  the  state.  He  has  fig- 
ured prominently  in  political  circles  and  has  been 
the  promoter  of  important  legislative  mea.sures 
that  have  proved  of  direct  benefit  to  his  con- 
stituency and  the  commonwealth  at  large. 

Judge  Stevenson  was  born  near  Bryson,  'Giles 
county,  Tennessee,  November  7,  1854,  and  is  a 
son  of  the  Rev.  James  C.  and  Margaret  C. 
(Brown)  Stevenson,  both  of  whom  are  now  de- 
ceased. His  father  was  a native  of  Iredell  coun- 
ty, North  Carolina,  and  W'ith  his  parents  removed 
to  Giles  county,  Tenncs.see,  when  four  years 
of  age.  He  became  a Methodist  minister  and 
although  his  connection  with  the  church  caused 
various  removals  he  lived  the  greater  part  of 
his  life  in  Giles  and  adjoining  couiilitas,  always 
maintaining  a home  in  the  former  county.  He 
was  of  Irish  and  English  extraction,  his  ances- 
tors having  first  settled  in  Virginia,  whence  they 
afterrvard  went  to  North  Carolina.  Hi.>  father, 
the  Rev.  Elam  Stevenson,  was  also  a minister 
of  the  gospel,  while  his  father,  Captain  Steven- 
son, commanded  a company  in  the  Revolution- 
ary w'ar.  To  the  same  family  belonged  the  Hon. 
Adlai  Steven.son,  of  Blomington,  Illinois,  at  one 
time  vice-president  of  the  LInited  States.  The 
motlicr  of  Judge  Stevenson  wxis  a daughter  of 
Duncan  Brown,  a noted  Presbyterian  layman  of 
middle  Tennessee,  wdio  was  the  father  of  Neil 
S.  and  John  C.  Browni,  both  of  whom  were  gov- 
ernors of  Tennessee.  The  Browns  were  of 
Scotch  lineage. 

Judge  Stevenson  w'as  reared  upon  the  home 


plantation  in  Giles  county,  where  he  lived  until 
almost  twenty-one  years  of  age.  His  early  edu- 
cation acquired  in  tlie  common  schools  was  sup- 
plemented by  study  in  Webb  Brothers  College 
at  Culleoka,  Maury'  county,  Tenne.ssee,  and  he 
afterward  entered  upon  the  study  of  law-'  in  a 
law  office  at  Pula.-ki,  Tennes.see,  hi.s  ])reliminary 
reading  being  followed  by  admi.s.-.ion  to  the  bar 
in  1S7S. 

The  year  1879  witnessed  the  arrival  of  Judge 
Stevenson  in  1 exas.  He  located  for  practice 
in  Weatherford,  the  county  se.it  of  Parker  coun- 
ty, where  he  entered  upon  his  profession  in  April, 
1S79.  II  was  not  long  in  securing  a large  client- 
age and  in  the  course  of  lime  he  demon.slrated 
his  ability  to  successfully  handle  important  liti- 
gated interests  and  cope  with  the  intricate  prob- 
k'His  of  jui'ispi  udeiice.  His  alnlity  is  valuable 
in  citizenship  and  his  strong  manly  character 
led  to  his  election  for  ])ublic  honors.  He  was 
elected  county  attorney  of  Parker  county  in 
1S84.  was  re-clected  in  1S86,  and  in  18S8  was 
chosen  to  represent  his  di.strict  in  the  twenty- 
first  session  of  the  Texas  legi.sk' turc.  He  was 
appointed  a member  of  the  committee  of  the 
state  lands  and  other  committees,  and  tvas,  dur- 
ing a great  part  of  the  .ses.sion,  acting  chairman 
of  judiciary  committee  No.  2,  and  was  chairman 
of  the  committee  of  Federal  Relations.  His 
experience  as  a prosecuting  attorney  had  taught 
him  that,  in  full  justice  to  both  the  state  and 
the  defendant,  in  criminal  cases,  the  defendant 
should  be  permitted  to  testify  in  his  own  behalf. 
Judge  Stevenson  considered  it  a relic  of  bar- 
barism that  a man’s  lips  should  be  closed  wdien 
be  wa.s  on  trial  for  bis  life  and  liberty.  He 
accordingly  drafted  a bill  allowing  the  accused 
to  testify',  gave  the  bill  to  another  member,  Mr. 
Bishop,  of  Athens,  Texas,  who  introduced  it 
and  through  Judge  Stevenson’s  efforts  this  bill 
W'as  passed  and  became  a law,  permitting,  for 
the  first  time  in  Texas,  the  defendant  in  criminal 
cases  to  testify  in  his  own  behalf.  He  also  intro- 
duced perhaps  the  first  anti-trust  bill  in  Texas 
and  was  a member  of  the  subcommittee  that 
framed  the  first  anti-trust  bill  passed  in  Texas. 

Judge  Stevenson’s  most  important  work  in 
the  tw'enty-fir.st  legi.slavure,  however,  and  the 
one  for  which  he  should  be  given  nio.'^t  credit, 
was  in  connection  with  the  famous  railroad  com- 
mi.ssion  bill  which  attracted  wide-spread  atten- 
tion not  only  in  Texas,  but  all  over  the  coun- 
try. The  assembly  during  that  session  had  be- 
fore it  what  was  known  as  the  T.  J.  Brow'ii  Rail- 
road Commission  Bill,  which  provided  for  the 
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appi linuiieni  of  llirrr  coinniissi< >mrs  lo  regailate 
ihe  railroad  affairs  of  the  state.  Judge  Steven- 
son did  ii'-'t  ht  lieve  that  the  framers  of  ilie  con- 
.siilntion  ot  iSp6  contemplated  the  creation  of 
any  otiier  tribunals  than  those  provided  fm-'by 
that  in.'t.rmnent  and  coutendeil  that  the  ct»nsti- 
ttiti'.ai  it.^elf  ikmanded  <jr  required  that  the  legi.s- 
lature  sliuuld  pass  laws  from  lime  to  time  regu- 
lating railroad,-,  freight,  and  passenger  charges, 
etc.  As  a lawyer  he  cmilerided  that  if  the  bill 
in  question  was  passed  creating  a railroad  com- 
mission without  any  authuriiy  from  the  consti- 
tution to  do  so,  the  acts  of  said  commission, 
when  passed  up  to  the  supreme  court  for  final 
decision,  would  not  stand.  Hence  he  voted 
against  die  commission  bill  then  pemling  and  for 
tills  uas  uiiju.stly  critici,-ed.  The  bill  pa.sscd  the 
hou.-e.  but  failed  in  the  ,-enate.  Then  by  ar- 
rangement and  agreement  between  judge  Stev- 
enson and  fudge  Abererrimbie.  now  decetised, 
(,)f  Hum^ville,  who  was  a member  of  the  sen- 
ate, they  introduced  simultaiiee>usly  in  both 
house  and  senate  in  the  same  language,  resolu- 
tions auKTiding  the  coristitniioii  so  that  it  would 
expressly  authorize  a railroad  couimission.  This 
re.solution  was  passed  by  both  house  and  senate 
and  at  the  general  t lection  in  iS«jO  the  proposed 
anienihncrit  wa.s  a]>proved  by  the  people.  Jt  was 
on  the  i^sue  of  this  amendment  that  lion,  lames 
! logg  made  hi.-  famous  campaign  for  governor 
in  iWX)  and  wa.-  elected.  The  real  credit  for 
this  legislation,  however,  is  given  to  Judge  Stev- 
enson and  ludge  Abercrombie,  who  l.)y  their 
efforts  in  its  snjiport  and  by  giving^  the  .state  a 
railroad  commission  that  is  constitutional,  no 
douiit  saved  the  state  the  hnmiliati-on  of  having 
the  act-  of  rhi.s  railroad  comrnis.sion  reversed 
by  the  siif)reme  cotirt. 

Judge  Stevenson  has  always  favored  the  regu- 
lation of  corporations,  iire.-erving  intact  tlie 
rights  of  the  pe  ople.  He  believes  in  doing  things 
according  to  law,  always  regarding  con.-titu- 
tional  Hinit.atinns,  is  opposed  to  anything^  that 
partakes  of  the  nature  of  demagogue  ruling 
an-l  believes  that  Te.xas  has  been  injured  by 
such.  Tn  every  coute,sl  between  the  corjiora- 
tioTs?'  and  t.lie  people  his  every  effort  has  Ireen 
in  behalf  of  the  people  and  t'et  he  believes  that 
they  siKnild  never  infringe  on  the  rigiits  of  the 
corportition. 

Sirice  i8oo  Judge  Slc^cn^on  has  been  busily 
engaged  in  handling  private  bit.sinc.ss  and  law 
practice  and  has  been  loath  to  become  a can- 
didate tor  public  office.  In  the  year  loci.t.  liow- 
ever,  lit  wnis  tlie  presi'lential  elector  for  the 


Democratic  party  for  the  sixteenth  congres- 
sional district  of  Texas.  In  his  speeches  from 
Palo  Pinto  to  El  Paso  county  he  charged  that 
the  money  of  the  corporations  was  attempting 
to  defeat  Judge  P’arker,  and  the  -\rmstrong 
Committee  of  Xew  York  have  proven  this  to 
be  true.  He  is  a .strong  Democrat  and  has  made 
a close  and  thorough  study  of  the  issues  of  the 
day.  Hr  is  noted  throughout  Texas  as  a politi- 
cal (/raUrr  of  dislinciion,  presenting  his  case 
with  logical  dearness  and  with  facility  of  ex- 
jire.ssion  so  that  he  seldom  tails  to  make  a deep 
iinjiress  upon  the  majority  of  his  auditor.-.  Be- 
side his  law  practice  his  attention  has  been 
largely  given  to  real-estate  operations  and  as 
the  result  of  his  judicious  invesiment  he  oiviis 
stjme  valuable  properux 

Judge  Steven.son  was  married  in  Weatherford 
to  Miss  Rose  Belle  Duke,  a daughter  of  R.  W. 
Duke,  who  was  county  anil  district  clerk  of 
Parker  county  for  fourteen  years  and  is  a mem- 
ber of  the  Duke  family,  residents  of  Charlottes- 
ville, \"irginia,  arid  vicinity,  and  numbered  tiniong 
the  prominent  people  of  that  stale,  Mr.  Etuke 
Ixiiig  also  a cousin  tjf  General  Basil  Duke, 
of  Kentucky,  ftfr.s.  Stevenson  was  educated  in 
Staunton,  Virginia,  and  is  a lady  of  superior 
culture  and  refinement,  .presiding  with  gracious 
hospitality  over  their  home.  In  1895  'he}'  re- 
moved from  Weatherford  to  .Mineral  Wells, 
where  they  have  since  lived.  They  have  two 
children:  Carrie  and  Duncan  Brown  Stevenson. 

Judge  Stevenson  is  a member  of  the  Knights 
of  P}  thins  frateriiitv  and  is  decplv  interested  in 
local  pro.gress  ami  improvement  as  w ell  as  in  the 
great  questiems  that  affect  the  weal  or  woe  of 
state  and  nation.  He  is  a statesman,  who  can 
grasp  affairs  owin.g  to  his  comprehensive  read- 
ing and  investigation,  combined  with  a natur- 
aliv  strong  intellect.  The  favorable  judgment 
which  the  worlii  passed  upon  him  at  the  outset 
of  his  profe.ssioii.'il  career  has  in  nowise  been 
modific'.l,  but  on  the  contrary  has  been  strength- 
ened as  the  years  have  ].>a-sed  and  lie  is  to-day 
accorded  a position  among  tlie  most  prominent 
lawyers  of  western  Texas,  He  sa.vs  he  is  not 
ambitious  for  any  more  political  honors:  that 
he  regards  a chronic  candidate  for  office  as  a 
fit  subject  for  contempt  and  pity.  That  while  be 
holds  that  no  citizen  ought  to  decline  to  sen'c 
liis  country  when  he  can  do  so  efficiently,  yet 
no  man  can  afford  to  advocate  false  doctrines  in 
religion  or  politics  to  get  office,  as  is  the  manner 
of  some.  -\i  present  Judge  Stevenson,  wiffi 
some  associates,  is  engaged  in  frying  to  build 
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an  “interurlian"  electric  line  between  his  city 
and  the  city  of  Fort  \Vorth,  ami  he  says  that 
if  he  can  .succeed  in  this  he  thinks  that  .several 
‘‘blades  of  grass"  will  grow  to  every  one  now, 
and  tliis  he  calls  doing  someUiing  for  his  coun- 
try. 

JUDGE  GRIFFIN  FORD.  Tlie  late  honored 
gentleman  whose  name  introduces  this  memoir 
was  one  of  the  useful  men  of  his  day  and  was  a 
citizen  conspicuously  proiuinent  in  the  public  and 
private  affairs  of  Montague  county,  where  he 
spent  two  generations  of  the  best  years  of  hiS 
busy  career. 

In  1875  Judge  Fi>r<l  came  into  Montague  coun- 
ty and  chose  his  location  on  the  Bowie  and  Graf- 
ton road  on  a quarter  section  of  the  Daniel  Ferri 
survey.  He  came  hither  from  Wise  county  with 
a team  of  horses,  three  voke  of  cattle  and  two 
cows,  and  into  a log  cabin,  wdth  shed  room  which 
he  built,  he  mov^ed  his  young  family,  and  ihe 
business  of  his  active  career  was  launched.  Farm- 
ing occupied  him  in  the  main,  but  he  grew  into 
the  stock  business  to  a con.siderable  extent  and  of 
both  he  made  a success.  From  the  profit.s  of  his 
labor  he  purchased  other  land  aggregating  four 
hundred  and  fifty-eight  acres  and  at  his  death  the 
Ford  farm  was  one  of  the  chiefest  of  his  side  of 
the  county. 

In  Idncoln  count}'.  Kentucky.  Judge  Ford  was 
born  April  _'0,  1844,  a son  of  William  Ford,  an 
Irishman,  who  died  in  Montague  countv  at  the 
age  of  seventy-six  years.  He  came  to  manhood 
in  the  state  of  Kentuckj"  and  was  the  oldest  of 
seven  children,  his  mother  being  Euphemia  Ed- 
w'ards,  now  of  Collingsworth  county,  Texas,  but 
a native  of  Kentucky  and  of  Welsh  descent.  The 
other  children  of  these  parents  were:  Marv,  of 
Palo  Pinto  county,  is  the  wife  of  Lewis  Hughes ; 
.^my,  wife  of  Le.slie  Hudson,  of  Antelope.  Tex- 
as; Joseph,  who  died  without  i.ssue:  Julia,  who 
died  as  Mrs.  Augustus  Foy;  George  W.,  of  Col- 
lingsworth county,  Texas,  and  M.atlie,  who  m;ir- 
ried  John  White  and  resides  in  the  latter  county. 

In  the  matter  of  an  education  Judge  Ford  was 
well  equipped,  but  it  was  rather  as  a result  of 
self-study  than  as  a pupil  of  some  good  school. 
From  Kentucky  he  went  into  Illinois  during  the 
Civil  War  and,  in  1864.  he  enlisted  in  the  one 
hundred  day  service  of  the  Union  arniv  and  was 
discharp'ed  at  Mattoon  in  September  of  that  year 
from  Captain  Lamb’s  company,  which  had  done 
guard  duty  at  St.  Louis,  Missouri. 

Coming  to  Texas  in  1870,  Mr.  Ford  stopped 
a time  in  Ellis  and  Johnson  counties  and  then 
drifted  into  Wise  county,  where  he  met  his  wife. 
He  was  married  August  5,  1874,  to  Miss  Frances 


E.,  a daughter  of  Nicholas  H.  and  Mary  (Mor- 
ton) Dawson,  from  Tennes.see  and  MississipjM, 
respectivelv.  Mr.  Dawson  was  killed  by  the  In- 
dians in  Wise  county  in  1870  and  his  widow  re- 
sides wdth  IMrs.  Ford  of  this  reviewl  The  Daw- 
son family  consisted  of  children;  Mrs.  Ford, 
born  in  Cooke  county,  Texas,  November  26, 
i860;  Lucy,  widow'  of  Hill  Cosby,  of  Montague 
County:  John  W.,  of  Montague  county,  and  Hen- 
ry, wife  of  Berry  Siimraerhour,  of  Armstrong 
county,  Texas. 

The  Judge  and  Mrs.  Ford’s  children  are; 
Frank  Griffin,  of  Mobeetie,  Texas,  married  to 
Nora  Williams  and  has  a child,  P’rancis  D. ; Wil- 
liam W.,  of  Montague  county,  in.arried  Ada  Mar- 
lett  and  has  a son,  Clifford;  Heiu'y  I.ee,  of  Sweet- 
water, Oklahoma,  married  Ada  Huff  and  is  the 
father  of  Elva  and  Ruby;  Lewis,  Bertha  B., 
Charles  W.,  Fred  and  Marietta  complete  the  fam- 
ily list. 

While  securing  his  education  Judge  Ford  ad- 
vanced so  far  into  the  popular  subjects  as  to  lie- 
come  aide  to  in.struct  the  youth,  and  in  the  earlier 
years  of  his  life  in  Moni.'igae  county  he  taught 
country  school.  This  expierience  was  valuable  to 
him  in  later  life,  for  his  county  chose  him  county 
judge  in  1884  and  1886,  and  among  his  duties 
was  the  visiting  of  public  schools,  over  which  he 
had  general  supervision.  He  served  four  years  in 
public  office  and  acquitted  himself  with  credit 
and  honor  to  his  constituents.  He  was  a Demo- 
crat in  politics,  but  held  good  citizenship  above 
party  principles.  While  he  was  not  a member  of 
the  church  he  w'as  a liberal  contributor  to  tlie 
good  works  of  all  Protestant  denominations  and 
when  he  died,  March  17,  1903,  there  was  a vacant 
chair  in  his  community  as  well  as  in  his  own 
household. 

KAUFkI,\N  BROTHERS.  Ihe  n.-ime  of 
this  firm  is  well  known  in  Ahilciu-  and  stands 
as  a sjmonym  for  progressive  hnsiness  method.s 
aijii  unassailable  integritv  in  trade  relations.  The 
geiuicmcn  constituting  the  firm  are  wall  known 
as  organizers  and  chief  movers  in  the  manu- 
facture of  harness  and  saddlerv',  conducting  an 
extensive  business.  They  are  al.SM  jobbers  and 
retail  dealers  in  wagons,  buggies  and  fann  ini- 
{jlements,  and  their  name  is  clo.sely  assc.'ciated 
wilh  sneress  in  die  field  of  labor  to  wliicb 
they  have  directed  their  energies. 

Peter  S.  Kaufman,  born  .April  _>6.  1853,  in 
Snyder  county.  Pennsylvania,  acquired  liis  early 
education  in  the  log  schoulhonses  of  that  local- 
ity and  afterward  continued  his  studies  in  tlie 
public  schools  of  Elkhart  county,  Indiana, 
When  seventeen  years  of  age  he  began  learning 
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the  harness  maker’s  trade  at  Rolla,  Phelps 
Cs-iinty,  Missouri,  serving-  an  apprenticeship  of 
nearly  three  and  a half  years.  He  continued  a 
resident  of  Rolla  until  1875,  'nhen  he  came  to 
Texas,  traveling  over  much  of  the  country  until 
the  spring  of  1876,  when  he  went  to  Mexia,  in 
I.,imi.',sione  county,  where  he  followed  his  trade 
until  Alarch,  1883.  In  that  year  he  came  to  Abi- 
lene and  has  figured  prominently  in  the  commer- 
cial [)rosperitv  of  the  city  since  that  time. 

t)n  the  jotli  of  April,  1881.  Peter  S.  Kaufman 
was  married  to  Miss  .Andella  Abernathy,  who 
was  of  .Scotch-Irish  descent,  and  a daughter  of 
Ma.sterson  McCormick  .\bernathy,  who  has 
been  a resident  of  Texa.s  siticc  1S63.  They  have 
a family  of  three  children,  as  follows:  Mary, 

Phillip  and  Ethel.  -Mr.  Kaufman  has  been  a 
member  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias  fraternity 
since  1881.  has  filled  all  of  the  chairs  in  the  local 
lodge  and  is  now  di.strict  deputy  grand  chan- 
cellor of  the  district,  which  includes  the  territory 
from  Taylor  county  to  Pecos  river. 

David  8.  Kaufman,  a native  of  Snyder  county, 
Pennsylvania,  was  born  March  20,  1862,  of  the 
marriage  of  John  D.  and  Catharine  (Shellen- 
berger;  Kaufman,  also  natives  of  the  Keystone 
state.  lie  was  only  four  years  of  age  when 
he  accompanied  his  parents  on  their  removal 
to  Elkhart  county,  Indiana,  where  they  lived 
for  three  years,  and  then  went  to  Phelps  county, 
Missouri,  settling  in  Rolla,  the  county  seat.  He 
was  for  si.x  years  a student  in  the  public  schools 
of  that  place  and  kiter  returned  to  Elkhart,  Indi- 
ana, where  he  continued  his  education  and  at- 
tended school  in  the  winter  months,  while  in 
tile  summer  seasons  he  worked  upon  a farm. 
He  was  graduated  at  the  age  of  nineteen  years 
and  was  thus  well  qualified  for  the  practical  and 
responsible  duties  of  life,  .\rriving  in  Texas  in 
1881,  Mr.  Kaufman  lived  at  Mexia,  Limestone 
count},  where  he  learned  the  trade  of  harness 
making  under  tlie  direction  of  his  brother,  Peter 
S.  Kaufman,  who  was  then  in  business  there. 
In  the  spring  of  18S3  the  brothers  came  to  Abi- 
lene and  began  busines  here,  where  they  have 
since  remained  with  a constantly  grow’ing  pa- 
tronage. This  they  successfully  carried  on  until 
the  gener.al  drouth  struck  the  country  and  they 
were  among  the  financial  stifferers  at  that  time. 
Their  present  business  was  established  in  1891 
under  the  firm  style  of  Kaufman  Brothers  Com- 
pany. They  have  a large  plant  on  Pine  street, 
where  they  are  engaged  in  the  manufacture  and 
sale  of  harness  and  saddlery.  They  are  also 
dealers  and  jolibers  in  buggies,  wagons  and  farm 
implements,  and  have  again  secured  a large  and 


profitable  trade.  'Hie  brothers  are  men  of 
marked  business  enterprise,  keen  discernment 
and  unfaltering  perseverance,  and  they  stand 
to-day  among  those  vvhose  success  is  attributa- 
ble entirely  to  their  own  labors. 

David  S.  Kaufman  was  married  in  1887  to 
Miss  Laura  Stinchcornb,  a daughter  of  J.  D. 
Stinchcomb,  one  of  the  pioneer  residents  of  Abi- 
lene. They'  have  six  children,  Jerome,  Lee, 
Catharine,  David,  Ruth  and  Cecilia. 

JOHN  THOMAS  LEESON,  a grocer  of 
Abilene  since  July,  1896,  with  a business  that 
is  indicative  of  careful  management  and  meth- 
ods that  arc  satisfactory  to  his  patrons  as  well  as 
a source  of  profit  to  himself,  was  bom  in  Iowa. 
His  father.  Richard  Leeson,  was  among  the 
early  settlers  of  Abilene.  He  was  a native  of 
Ireland,  while  his  wife,  Annctta,  was  a daughter 
of  the  -Mps,  having  been  born  in  Switzerland. 
Both,  however,  were  of  Scotch-Irish  lineage. 
Richard  Leeson  remcived  from  Iowa  to  Colo- 
rado in  1880,  locating  at  Georgetown,  wdiere  he 
lived  for  two  years,  and  in  1882  he  came  to 
Texas,  settling  in  Abilene,  then  a town  in  the 
midst  of  a wild  and  unsettled  prairie  country 
which  was  just  awakening  the  attention  of  the 
civilized  world  because  of  its  rich  possibilities 
and  natural  resources.  Abilene  at  that  time 
was  largely  made  up  of  tents  and  other  tem- 
porary contrivances  to  afford  shelter  and  pro- 
tection for  the  inhabitants.  Some  of  the  more 
pretentious  dwelling  places  had  board  sides  and 
canvas  tops,  but  all  sheltered  people  of  deter- 
mination, who  had  resolved  to  make  homes  in 
the  embryo  city  and  become  factors  in  its  busi- 
ness life  and  as  soon  as  possible  arrangements 
were  made  to  erect  more  substantial  residences. 
In  1883  Richard  Leeson  aided  in  carrying  on  a 
brick  yard  wherein  was  manufactured  the  brick 
used  in  the  construction  of  the  Cameron  &:  Phil- 
lips building,  now  known  as  the  Paxton  build- 
ing. His  health  failed  him,  however,  and  he 
died  the  same  year,  being  survived  at  the  pres- 
ent time  by  his  widow,  two  sons  and  two  daugh- 
ters. 

John  Thomas  Leeson  acquired  his  early  edu- 
cation in  Georgetown,  Colorado,  and  in  the 
schools  of  Abilene.  During  the  early  days  in 
this  country  and  especially  in  a growing  young 
town  everybody  is  busy,  employed  at  one  thing 
or  another.  Tltere  were  no  easy  positions  at 
which  one  could  draw  a salary  with  little  labor, 
but  anybody  desiring  employment  could  obtain 
it  and  secure  good  wages  for  his  services.  Mr. 
Leeson  started  out  to  make  a beginning  in  the 
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business  world  and  in  1883,  followins;  his  father’s 
death,  engaged  to  drive  the  horse  u.sed  in  liauling 
rock  for  the  erection  of  the  W}die  building  on 
Front  street.  He  worked  also  in  a siinilar  way 
on  the  D.  W.  Wristen  building,  which  was 
erected  about  the  same  time.  In  1884  he  en- 
tered the  employ  of  the  firm  of  McKean  and 
McCabe,  grocers,  conducting  business  on  Finn 
street  at  the  corner  of  Third  street  and  with 
them  he  remained  for  five  years.  At  the  end 
of  that  time  they  sold  out  to  the  firm  of  Spauld- 
ing & Copper,  whc)  continued  the  business  for 
about  six  months,  when  they  in  turn  sold  t6 
Roberts  & MacKechney,  Mr.  Leeson  remaining 
in  the  employ  of  each  successive  firm.  In  i88c) 
he  secured  a position  with  J.  M.  Radford  in  the 
retail  grocery  business  and  with  him  remained 
until  July,  l&>6.  when  in  connection  with  Charles 
Ebersoll  he  purchased  the  stock  of  goods  from 
Mr.  Radford  and  they  continued  the  business 
under  the  firm  style  of  Lee.son  & Ebersoll.  This 
relation  w’as  maintained  until  January,  1900, 
when  Mr.  Leeson  bought  out  his  partner's  in- 
terest and  from  that  daj-  has  been  doing  business 
under  his  own  name.  His  store  i.s  located  on 
Pine  street  at  the  corner  of  North  Third  and  he 
carries  only  the  best  line  of  staple  and  fancy 
groceries.  A liberal  patronage  is  accorded  him 
and  his  trade  is  constantly  increasing,  so  that 
he  is  now  one  of  the  prosperous  merchants  of 
Abilene. 

In  1888  Mr.  Leeson  was  married  to  IMiss  Nel- 
lie E.  Lathrop,  a native  of  iilonticello,  Illinois, 
and  they  have  three  sons,  namely:  Richard 

Hazen,  John  Thomas  and  Earl  James.  It  is  a 
pleasure  to  record  the  life  record  of  such  a man 
as  Mr.  Leeson,  whose  .succes.s  is  the  legitimate 
outcome  of  persistent  and  uiiremitling  diligence. 
The  best  capital  he  ever  had  w'as  his  indomita- 
ble determination  to  succeed,  and  his  pluck  and 
energy  coupled  with  a di.sposition  to  bide  his 
time  has  wrought  for  him  the  prosperity-  which 
he  is  now  enjoying. 

M.  C.  LAI\IP)ETH.  No  section  of  this  great 
country  has  made  more  rapid  or  substantial 
progres.s  than  Texas,  whether  in  the  accumula- 
tion of  wealth,  the  gathering  of  the  creature 
comforts  of  liuman  life,  or  in  the  establishment 
of  those  interests  which  contribute  to  the  aes- 
thetic, intellectual  and  moral  culture  of  man. 
There  are  two  rea.sons  for  thi.s  fact.  One  is 
found  in  the  splendid  natural  resources  of  tlie 
state  and  its  unequaled  climate,  while  the  other 
and  perhaps  the  chief  one  is  the  fact  that  it  has 
been  settled  by  a class  of  men  whose  activity’, 


energy  and  determiii.ation  have  enabled  them 
to  recognize  and  utilize  opportunities  and  to 
labor  indefatigably  for  successful  accomplish- 
ment. knowing  that  diligence  and  enterprise  are 
the  basis  of  all  desirable  prosperity.  Alen  of 
this  class  are  found  throughout  the  common- 
wealth. IMany  of  them  came  here  at  an  early 
day  and  are  now  enjoying  the  fruits  of  former 
toil,  respected  by  all  and  regarded  as  the  lead- 
ing factors  in  their  respective  communities  and 
the  commonwealth. 

Mr.  Lambeth  is  pre-eminently  of  this  class  of 
citizens.  He  was  born  four  miles  east  of  I.eb- 
anon  in  Laclede  comity,  Itlissotiri,  August  17, 
1848.  and  his  y-outh  was  largely  spent  in  that 
county.  His  father,  J.  F>.  Ltunlieth,  a veteran  of 
the  Confederate  service,  was  a soldier  through- 
out- the  Civil  w’ar,  his  regiment  surrendering  at 
\^ick.sburg.  He  had  been  a well-to-do  man  prior 
to  the  onthreak  of  hostilities  and  contributed  in 
large  measure  to  the  substantia!  ujibuilding  of 
Laclede  county,  but,  like  thousands  of  others,  his 
fortunes  were  ruined  by  the  war.  He  attained 
high  rank  in  I\Iasoiiry%  becoming  a Knight  Tem- 
plar. His  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Sally 
F'rier,  was  a native  of  Cuilford  county.  North 
Carolina.  Mr.  Lambeth  was  al.so  a native  of 
North  Carolina,  ln.irn  in  Rockingliani  county,  and 
with  an  overland  train  he  went  to  i\Iissouri  in 
1832.  It  was  in  the  latter  slate  that  the  parents 
of  our  subject  were  married  and  reared  their 
family  of  seven  children,  four  sons  and  three 
daughters,  all  of  wdiom  are  yet  living.  The 
father  died  in  Missouri  in  1874  .■md  his  wife 
passed  away  in  the  old  home  there  in  1 8<.)7, 

M.  C^.  Lambetli  largely  acquired  his  education 
in  St.  James  .Seminary  at  St.  Jame.s,  Mi.ssouri,  of 
which  Profe.ssor  Simeon  Phillips  was  then  prin- 
cipal. He  w'a,s  a remarkable  man  in  many'  wavs, 
a typical  New  England  Yankee,  hut  being  a resi- 
dent of  Lebanon.  Mi.ssouri,  where  he  was  con- 
ducting a college,  he  favored  the  cause  of  the 
south  at  the  outbreak  of  the  war,  cast  his  lot 
with  its  people  and  entered  the  service  in  which 
he  continued  until  the  end.  After  the  clo.se  of 
the  war  he  returned  to  .Misstmri  :uul  fomiod  a 
partnership  with  W.  E.  Janies,  wlio  furnished 
the  capital  to  supplement  the  educational  ability 
of  Mr.  I’hilliiis,  who  then  estahli.sh.^d  the  .semi- 
nary at  .St.  James.  It  was  in  thi.s  scluxil  that 
Mr.  Lambeth  acquired  his  education.  In  early 
nianhcxad  he  came  to  Texas,  arriving  in  1872.  ac- 
companied by  three  young  companions.  They 
had  made  the  journey  with  a two-horse  wagon. 
Passing  through  Fort  Worth  when  it  was  but  a 
small  place,  they  made  their  way  to  Palo  Pinto 
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couiui-  and  ihonce  i<.  Taylor  count\  in  the  latter 
part  of  1873.  litre  IMr.  Lttnibeth  has  since  rc- 
.sidcil.  _\t  iht  time  lie  came  to  tlic  county  there 
was  no  town  nearer  than  si,\U  miles.  He  brouglit 
catiie  vtiih  him  for  tlic  firm  of  Carter  & (Grounds 
of  Shackelford  county,  'I'exa.s,  and  kept  them 
here  imtii  the  country  began  to  settle  up.  when 
they  were  driven  to  I’eco.-.  river  for  a new  range. 
Mr.  Lambeth,  howetcr.  left  the  part}’  a short 
lime  lit  fore  this  an<l  when  the  county  of  Taylor 
wa.s  organized  in  July.  1878.  he  \\a.'  elected  its 
first  clerk,  the  county  scat  at  that  time  l.ieing  at 
T.uffalo  Cap.  In  November,  1878,  at  the  gen- 
eral election,  he  was  .again  chuscn  ;o  that  cdficc 
and  once  more  in  1880.  In  February,  1883,  he 
rei'iiot  ed  tci  Abilene,  w here  he  has  since  lived, 
and  in  liv  was  once  more  elected  county 

clerk,  continuing  a.s  the  incumbent  by  succes- 
sive re-elections  uuti!  igoo.  Fpiui  1883  until 
i8<.)J  lie  ’was  engaged  in  the  real  e.state  business 
in  Abilene  when  in  it  occupied  with  official  duties, 
and  follcnving  liis  reiircmcnt  frcini  olTice  he  re- 
smiH-d  real  e-tate  operations,  which  have  since 
claimed  his  time.  He  has  been  a witness  of  all 
of  the  im|..'rovements  in  the  country  from  tlie 
'lays  of  its  earliest  growth  atid  .levelopment  and 
ha.-,  -een  it  tran>.forme(l  from  a barren  w ildor- 
ne.'.i  into  a thick!}  settled  and  jiro-sfierous  com- 
muniiw  In  addition  to  liis  real  estate  dealing  he 
is  aU..  engaged  in  tl’.e  cattle  bn.sine.s.s  and  is  the 
owner  oi  l;nid  in  Callahan  count}-. 

In  1S80  -Mr.  l-ambeth  was  united  in  marriage 
to  .Miss  Li'Uzetta  Ra.-sell  of  Buffalo  Gap,  who 
wa.-  horn  in  Mis.'Ouri.  They  have  a family  of 
three  daughters.  Mr.  1 .anibeth  owns  a pleasant 
Iiome  in  Abilene^  besides  i<ther  town  property.  He 
has  been  idtiitiiieil  with  the  .Masonic  fraternity 
for  akom  twenty-three  tears  and  has  Itiken 
various  degrees  of  ilie  craft.  Keen  and  clear- 
hcadcii,  alwavs  busv,  always  careful  and  conser- 
vative in  financial  matters.  nK-ving  slowlv  hut 
surely  in  e\  cry  transaction,  lie  lias  few  Lsuperiors 
m the  steadv  progress  which  invariablv  re.-iches 
Its  olnestive  point. 

Jl  IX  iR  WMI  LT.\M  r.  .SKE.EN.  late  countv 
judge  of  Wdchita  count}-,  and  an  honored  old 
.settler  and  man  of  alTairs  cif  Wichita  Falls,  came 
iiere  in  wiirit  were  tlie  early  davs  of  horJi  county 
am!  town,  althi’iigh  that  was  less  than  twenty 
ye.ar.s  ago,  and  was  promincntlv  identified  with 
the  be.st  inU  rests  of  ilie  coimiry.  He  was  a 
law  i-er  of  • sialiiislic d icimtation  in  various  parts 
ot  the  -rate,  and  his  judici'il  rliilitv  and  general 
jitip'darity  are  well  indicated  hv  the  fact  of  his 
long  tenure  •>{  the  olTice  of  coniily  judge. 


Judge  Skeen  was  born  in  Coweta  county,  .state 
of  Georgia,  iii  1845.  being  a son  of  P.  H.  and 
Cecelia  A.  (Steed)  Skeen.  His  father  was  born 
in  North  Carolina,  wb.cnce  he  moved  to  Coweta 
countv,  Georgia,  and  was  engaged  in  farming 
there  until  his  death.  Hi.s  motlier  was  a native 
,of  Georgia,  and  lived  there  til!  her  death. 

WilHam  P.  Skeen  spent  the  early  t ears  of  hi.s 
life  on  the  homestead  farm  in  Coweta  county. 
He  was  not  eighteen  tears  of  age  when,  in  1862, 
lie  enlisted  in  the  Confederate  ami}’  as  a mem- 
ber of  Conipari}’  .Seventh  t.Ieorgia  Infantry. 
During  the  period  of  this  first  enli.stiiicnt  his  ser- 
vice was  mostl}  in  \*irginia.  but  after  he  was 
eigliteeu  years  old  he  re-cnlistcd,  tliis  time  in  a 
heavy  artillcn-  company.  \Mth  that  company  he 
was  engaged  in  the  defense  of  .Fort  Morgan,  one 
of  the  fortifications  guarding  the  entrance  to  Itlo- 
bile  ha},  and  when  the  fort  was  captured  by  the 
Federahs  he  was  taken  prisoner.  He  was  held 
in  jirison  from  that  time  until  after  the  close  of 
the  war,  being  taken  first  to  New  Orleans,  from 
there  to  Governor’s  Island,  New  Yt>rk.  and  to  a 
ntimher  of  other  Tilaces.  an<l  was  finally  sent  to 
Richmond,  \'irginia.  whore  he  was  released,  re- 
tuniing  home  in  Time,  1865. 

.After  tlie  war  he  came  out  to  Texas,  about 
1865.  and  seftlci.1  in  1.  pshur  count},  in  that  por- 
tion that  was  later  segregated  and  made  into 
(ibinip  county.  He  began  the  study  of  law  in  a 
private  law’  class  conducted  liy  ex-Governor  Rob- 
erts, but  his  more  immediate  precejitors  were  Fox 
and  .Stephens,  a prominent  law  finii  at  Alount 
Ple.a-aiit,  with  a practice  oxtciiding  all  ot  er  east- 
ern Texas.  He  gained  adniis.sion  to  the  bar  at 
flilmcr.  Texas,  in  November.  iS(  ,8,  and  for  the 
j.iasl  thirty-five  years  was  known  and  gauged  as 
,a  repre.sentative  juri.-t  of  the  state.  In  April, 
1876.  he  was  elected  the  first  (under  the  present 
.state  constitution)  county  jtulge  of  (ramp  county, 
an..!  held  that  office  for  several  terms.  He  later 
removed  to  Greenvii]e,  the  county  .seat  of  Hunt 
county,  and  after  liting  tliere  two  years  came,  in 
188,8,  10  Northw’e.st  Texas,  and  was  a resident  of 
\\  ichita  Falls  till  his  de.ath  on  December  23.  1904, 
He  was  engaged  in  general  law-  practice  in 
\f’icliita  Falls  until  i8(.)o,  but  in  that  year  wa.s 
elected  county  jitdge  of  W ichita  comii\ , and  held 
that  office  b}’  four  successive  re-elections. 

luilge  Skeen  was  a member  t'f  tiie  Ali.ssionan' 
Ikapti.-t  church.  He  was  well  known  and  was  a 
man  of  t-aried  interest.s,  and  gave  freeh  of  his 
time  and  eltori  to  the  difi’erent  phases  of  com- 
nmnity  life.  He  was  married  in  iSCG  to  Aliss 
Emily  ()fiel,  and  they  h.ad  .six  children  who  have 
honored  the  name  of  their  parents  •.  A'irgil  G.  and 
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W'illiani  F..  arc  merchant-,  at  Wichita  Falls ; 
John  C.  has  an  inifxartant  yxi.'^ition  tvith  the  Dor- 
ses' Printing;;  Cotnpat)} . at  Dallas ; Thomas  D.  is 
a raitchcr  in  New  .Mexico;  Titns  C.  is  with  Wil- 
liam, hi.s  brotltcr;  and  Miss  Adeline,  the  only 
daughter,  married  IMr.  J.  F.  .\u.sbery  on  Decem- 
ber 21.  1005. 

JUDGE  FIU^NK  C.  HIGHSMITH.  of  Min- 
eral Wells,  is  actively  connected  with  a profes- 
sion which  has  imytortant  bearing  upon  the  prog- 
ress and  stable  prosperity  of  any  section  or  com- 
munity, and  one  which  has  long  been  considered 
a.s  con.serving  the  public  welfare  by  furthering 
the  ends  of  justice  and  maintaining  individual 
rights.  His  reputation  as  a lawyer  has  been  won 
through  earnest,  honest  labor,  and  his  standing 
at  the  bar  is  a merited  tribute  to  his  ability.  He 
now'  has  a vert'  large  practice,  and  his  careful 
preparation  of  cases  is  supplemented  by  a power 
of  argument  and  a forceful  presentation  of  his 
points  in  the  courtroom,  so  that  he  never  fails  to 
impress  court  or  jury,  and  seldom  fails  to  gain 
the  verdict  de,sired. 

Judge  Frank  C.  Highsinitb  was  bom  at  Bas- 
trop, Texas,  in  1864,  his  parents  being  W,  A.  and 
I. aura  Addie  (Dabney)  Highsmith.  His  father 
is  a native  of  iMissouri,  but  has  lons^  been  a resi- 
dent of  Texas,  having  come  to  this  state  from 
Troy,  Missouri,  in  1853.  He  located  in  P.astrop 
county,  which  is  .still  his  home,  and  there,  through 
many  years,  he  .successfully  carried  on  general 
farming,  but  in  later  years  his  attention  has  been 
directed  to  the  real  estate  business.  His  wife  is 
a native  of  Richmond.  N'irginia,  and  bdong.s 
to  the  prominent  Dabney  family  of  that  state. 

The  Highsmith  family  is  prominently  connect- 
ed with  the  early  history  of  Texas,  its  strug- 
gle for  independence  and  its  subsequent  admis- 
sion into  the  Union.  Benjamin  Highsmith,  a 
cousin  of  Judge  Iligh.smitli.  and  still  a resident  of 
Uvalde  county,  was  one  of  the  heroes  of  the  Ala- 
mo and  e.scaped  death  oti  that  occasion  by  being 
sent  w'ith  a nie.ssage  from  General  Travis  to  some 
outside  forces  just  a short  time  before  the  Alamo 
fell.  Another  cousin,  Samuel  Highsmith,  distin- 
guished himself  as  one  of  the  Texas  Rangers  in 
early  days. 

Judge  Highsmith  was  provided  with  liberal  ed- 
ucational privileges  and  was  one  of  the  state 
a])fK)intees  to  the  State  Agricultural  and  Mechan- 
ical College,  where  he  completed  his  education. 
He  studied  law  in  the  office  of  the  county  judge 
at  Bastrop,  and  in  1887  was  admitted  to  practice 
at  the  bar  there.  Tie  remained  a resident  of  that 
place  until  1889,  when  he  removed  to  the  new 
country  of  Northwest  Texas,  locating  at  Amaril- 


lo, where  he  entered  uj>on  the  practice  of  law  . 
In  1892  he  was  elected  county  judge  of  Potter 
county,  .-er\ing  for  two  years,  and  while  living  at 
Amarillo  he  became  prominent  in  the  affairs  of 
the  Panhandle,  being  a potent  factor  in  the  work 
of  attracting  capital  and  population  to  that  sec- 
tion of  the  state.  F-'or  .some  time  he  was  vice  pres- 
ident of  the  Xortlnvest  Texas  Immigration  Asso- 
ciation, and  his  labors,  in  that  direction  proved 
of  materia]  benefit  to  die  state.  In  1804  he  re- 
moved to  Fort  Wort'u.  where  he  practiced  law 
until  1896,  wlien  he  became  a re.sidcnt  of  iUincral 
Wells.  Here  he  has  since  lived,  engaging  in  the 
practice  rif  his  chosen  profession,  .and  he  has  a 
l.arge  and  distinctively  representative  clientage, 
connecting  him  with  much  of  the  important  liti- 
gation tried  in  the  court.s  of  thi.s  district.  In  his 
chfi.seh  calling,  wherein  merit  depends  upon  in- 
dividu.al  ability,  he  has  worked  his  way  steadily 
upward,  and  his  comprehensive  knowledge  of  the 
law  and  his  correct  ajiplication  to  its  principles 
have  gained  him  distinction  at  the  bar  of  westcni 
Texas. 

In  Judge  High.smith  w'as  elected  mayor  of 
Mineral  Wells,  serving  for  one  term,  and  in  i<i03 
he  was  again  elected  to  that  office.  He  represents 
the  progressive  element  which  has  succeeded  in 
doubling  the  population  of  the  city  since  i<902  and 
making  it  one  of  the  most  noted  health  re.sorts 
in  the  country.  He  has  advticated  and  succeeded 
in  introducing  many  of  the  inqiort.'int  public  im- 
provements, and  it  is  due  to  hi.-;  adiinni,-.tralion 
that  the  citv  ha>  been  suy)plicil  with  a modern 
nnhlic  school  and  e.xcellent  sewerage  system  and 
water  vrorks.  with  an  excellent  siqiply  of  water. 
His  administration  has  been  thoroughly  practi- 
cal. progressive,  and  resultant,  and  IMincral  \\  ells 
has  every  rca.son  to  feel  gra.titnde  for  what  he 
has  accompli. -.Ited  in  its  behalf. 

Judge  Highsinilh  is  also  the  president  of  the 
Comntercial  Club  and  of  the  school  board,  and  be 
is  a lieutenant-colonel  on  the  staff  of  tlic  gov- 
ernor. While  living  at  .\marillo  he  was  assistant 
adjutant-general  of  the  State  Aliliria,  wdth  the 
rank  of  major.  He  wnis  also  one  of  the  coinmis- 
.sioners  of  Texas  to  the  Loui.siana  Purchase  Ex- 
|K)sition.  He  belongs  to  the  l\night,-  of  Pythias 
fraternity  and  in  political  circles  is  a prominent 
fgure,  .attending  conventions  in  rc.xa.s  for  tlie 
promotion  of  liis  party's  intere.sts  a.';  well  a.s  the 
conventions  for  the  prouioliou  of  immigrants. 
He  is  .a  pleasing  public  .speaker  of  ready  wit, 
quick  in  reyiartee,  yet  logical  in  argument  anil 
fair  in  rea.soiiing.  It  has  been  through  his  infln- 
ence  that  many  imjxjrtant  conventions  and  meet- 
ings have  been  held  at  -Mineral  Wells.  The  Judge 
is  president  of  the  Mayors’  Associ.ation  of  Texas, 
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!)diig  iirfl  rlefted  at  Cleveland  in  1904  and  re- 
tk’Cied  in  1905. 

Jiidec  Flij^lnsmith  ^vas  rnarriol  at  Colorado 
t it\'.  1 c.xa.'-.  to  I\fiss  Eillie  Mc(jo\van.  and  thev 
have  one  son,  Harr\-.  'I'heir.s  is  an  attractive 
Itonie,  where  true  lios})italitv  reiyn.s  su]>rcmc. 

ELIJAH  BRA.''I  I EAR.  In  Jul),  i8S().  Elijah 
Ilrashear,  one  of  the  prominent  and  successful 
fanners  of  Dry  N allcv,  Montaciue  count},  nn- 
loadeu  his  faniil}  and  few  effect.s  at  .Sunset,  pre- 
paratory to  bcconiinq  a perinancnt  setller — a fix- 
ture— in  .\I<intaj^ue.  He  was  from  the  mountain 
regioj)  f.if  one  of  the  old  southern  .st-’tv.s  where 
mcidcrn  touthful  advantages  are  (iracticalls  un- 
k]!Own  and  where  it  is  considered  a favor  to  he 
pcrmitt{-d  to  exist.  He  wa.s  a victim  of  tho.se 
jtrimitive  conditions  and  realized  hi,-  environment 
50  keenly  that  he  determined  to  free  liim.self  from 
all  its  association.s  and  cast  his  lot  with  a new 
coimtr}'  and  tnnsted  to  Providence  C.r  the  re.sult. 

He  came  to  Texas  froii!  Jack.son  county,  \la- 
haiiia.  where  hi.s  birth  occurred  Angsist  1,  1858. 
Elijah  llrashear,  his  father,  was  a South  Caro- 
lina settler  and  went  into  Jackson  countv  in  earlv 
life,  was  a poor  man  w ith  a large  family  and 
lived  off  his  labor  1 'ii  the  farm.  He  was  born  in 
South  Carolina  and  died  soon  after  our  subject’.s 
birth.  His  wife  wa.s  Mi>s  Rettie  Stephens,  w'ho 
brought  the  children  to  rears  of  maturitv  and 
passe'i  away  at  the  old  home  in  Efecember.  1884. 
at  sixty  years  of  age.  Rettie  Stephens  was  his 
second  wife  and  her  children  were:  William,  who 
died  cluriiig  the  war;  and  Ellis,  who  also  passed 
avva\-  in  the  Confederate  .service:  Arniinda,  who 
died  m Alabama;  George  W.;  Rebecka.  wife  of 
Joe  Ecars,  <lieil  in  Illinois  leaving  a fainily;  Ixm- 
i,sa  C. ; IMrs.  A.  J.  l\Iesser.s.  of  Mont, ague  count}  ; 
Elijah,  our  subject;  and  .Solomon.  Bv  hi.s  first 
marriage  Fdij.ah  Rrasliear,  Senior,  was  the  father 
of  Retsy,  who  married  Ezekiel  I'aiilkner,  died  in 
Alabama;  .Sarah  '.lied  in  Alabama  as  the  wife 
of  James  ( Vilhert  ami  like  her  si.ster  left  a fam- 
ily; Nanc}';  l^imla,  wife  of  Tom  E'ears,  w1k>  die<l 
in  Alaltarna  leaving  a family:  Martha,  wife  of 
,\l)C  I iret-nlee,  'lied  in  Tcnne.s.sec  leaving  a fam- 
ily; \ elina  div-d  in  Termessee,  leaving  a Ltniily, 

Elij.'di  Rrashear  grew  up  without  an  education 
because  the  educational  facilities  of  hi.s  home 
neighhc'rh.ood  were  so  ]Kior  and  the  domc.stic  cm- 
barrassment.s  in  his  ciiiMliood  were  sueh  as  to 
preclude  the  pos>ii.iility  of  lii.s  attending  school. 
He,  tlicreforc.  has  passed  througli  his  wonder- 
full}-  succe.'St'ul  career  without  tliC  ability  to  read 
or  write.  He  siparatcd  from  hi.-^  motherS  hoine 
when  he  married  and  his  assets  on  beginning  life 


amounted  to  a pony,  a cow,  and  a couple  of  beds. 
He  rented  land  to  farm  for  a lime  and  then  home- 
steaded a tract  on  the  nioiintain,  off  of  which  he 
was  enabled  to  eke  out  a little  more  than  a living. 
\Vith  the  proceeds  of  the  .sale  of  this  place  he 
came  to  Texas  and  when  he  left  the  train  at  Sun- 
set. two  luindrcd  dollars  and  his  wife  and  chil- 
dren and  a few  household  effects  constituted  his 
visible  capital. 

He  contracted  for  an  eighty  acre  tract  five 
mile.s  northea.st  of  Sunset,  cultivated  it  four  years, 
sold  it  and  kicatcd  at  Thompson's  Chapel,  where 
he  again  bought  and  where  he  enjoyed  a degree 
of  prosperiu  and  remained  nine  tears.  Selling 
there,  he  came  into  Dry  \'allev  an'i  purchased 
Uvo  hundred  and  sixty  acres  which  his  and  his 
family's  labor  paid  for  out  of  the  jiroduct.s  of 
the  soil.  He  has  extended  hi.s  domains  out  acros.s 
the  valley,  a.s  his  finances  justified.  lie  has  cul- 
tivated the  staple  crops  of  the  soil  and  his  chief 
gain  has  come  through  “king  eotioii,''  the  legal 
tender  plant  of  the  south. 

In  Jackson  county,  Alabama,  December  i, 
1876,  ;\Ir.  I’ra.shear  married  Rebecca  F.  Corneli- 
son,  a daughter  of  John  and  Rhoda  ( M’eaver) 
Cornelison,  who.se  children  were:  i\lrs.  Rrashear; 
Sarah  A.;  William  L.  ; iMaiyv  C. : John  C. ; and 
Martha  J.  Lo.'ing  liis  first  wife  In  death  Mr. 
CoiTielison  married  again,  his  wife  being  Martha 
Carrick,  who  bore  him  five  other  children. 

i\Ir.  and  Mrs,  Brashear’s  marriage  has  resulted 
ill  the  following  issue:  Rhoda  J. : Rettie  L. ; Lewis 
Henry  ; Lillie  M. ; Luther  C. ; and  Stella 
F.  completes  the  family  circle.  \Vhile  Mr.  Rra- 
shcar  has  led  a quiet  life  as  a citizen,  as  a farmer 
it  lias  been  full  of  active  industry  w ith  the  result 
that  his  earlv  ambitions  are  rajiidly  being  realized. 
Hampered,  as  he  has  been,  by  lack  of  cilucation, 
be  has  made  remarkable  strides  in  the  direction 
'■f  material  success  and  a peru.sal  of  his  career 
cannot  fail  to  excite  the  intcrc.sl  and  admiration 
or  his  posterity. 

HENDERSON  P.\T(  )N  OWENS.  One  of 
the  old  \meriean  families  and  one  which  fiir- 
nislied  a branch  for  the  tree  cif  the  .^tatc  and  of 
the  Repuhlie  of  Te.xas  is  reiiresented  in  the  per- 
>'<n  of  H.  P.  Owens,  the  subject  of  this  notice, 
.'-'otuhern  in  origin  and  by  inclination,  the  family 
has  traver.sed  the  .states  fn>m  Alahania  to  IMis- 
souri,  and  to  Texas  within  the  past  century  and 
lias  c\  er  contrihuted  its  mite  towanl  the  develop- 
ment of  the  frontier  and  the  formation  of  its  so- 
ciety, 

Henderson  P.  Owens  was  Irorn  in  Titus  county, 
Texas,  .April  9,  1852,  where  Jonathan  Ow-ens, 
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hi.s  fatlier,  settlrtl  in  1844,  He  emigrated  from 
Platte  county.  ]\Iissouri,  to  the  Lone  Star  state 
and  led  a plain  farmer  life  in  Titus  and  Denton 
counties  until  after  the  Civil  war,  when  he  took 
his  family  back  to  his  old  iVIisspuri  home  and 
there  he  passed  awaj'  in  September,  1871,  at 
sixt}'-five  years  of  age.  The  father  was  liorn 
in  Alabama  in  1806,  as  his  age  at  death  would 
indicate,  and  accompanied  hi.s  fatlier.,  Jesse 
Owens,  the  grandfather  of  our  subject,  in  the' 
early  3’ears  of  the  centnri  just  dosed,  to  I’latle 
county.  Missouri,  stopping  for  a time,  ciiroute,  iij 
the  state  of  Kentucky'.  lie  attained  his  majority 
in  Missouri  and  .served  in  tlie  Black  Hawk  war 
from  that  state.  He  married  Elizabeth  IMur]i!iy% 
who  died  at  Pella,  Texas,  in  1880,  their  children 
being;  Jesse  C.,  of  Wise  county;  i\Iar}'  F.,  widow 
of  J.  T.  Lile,  of  Chidoisha,  Indian  Territory; 
Henderson  P. : and  ,\nnie,  deceased  wife  of  Dr. 
Murphy,  of  Pella,  Texas,  who  left  a family  at 
death  in  1900. 

Je.sse  Clwen.s  was  horn  in  W ales,  in  1741,  came 
to  America  when  a boy.  .served  in  the  armies  of 
General  Washington  during  the  Revolution  and 
fought  in  and  was  wounded  in  the  battle  of  Bran- 
dywine. He  followed  the  vocation  of  a farmer 
and  passed  away  in  Clay  county.  JMissouri,  in 
1825.  For  his  wife  he  married  a l\Iiss  Bigger- 
.stoff,  who  lived  to  the  advanced  age  of  ninety  - 
two  and  died  at  Pilot  Point,  Texas,  in  1857. 
Their  children  were  Jonathan  and  a daughter, 
Margaret,  who  married  Theodore  Fitzgenild  and 
lives  in  Garfield  county,  .N'ehraska. 

Henderson  P.  Owens  was  a boy.  in  Titus  and 
Denton  counties,  Texas,  until  1867,  when  his  pa- 
rents returned  to  Missouri  and  there  he  passed 
from  youth  to  man's  estate.  His  education  was 
obtained  in  Missouri  and  in  Denton  county',  Tex- 
as. His  advent  to  Montague  county  dates  in  1S78 
when  he  came  with  a team  ami  wagon,  ami 
a small  amount  of  money,  and  began  his  career 
by  purchasing  a two  hundred  acre  tract  on  the 
W'aters  of  Denton  creek  on  time.  His  mother  ac- 
companied liim  hither  and  they  made  their  home 
in  the  proverbial  log  c:d)in  of  that  day,  and  he 
made  it  serve  him  from  Augu.st  2<y  i88<j,  until 
.1895,  when  he  erected  his  present  commodious 
and  attractive  home. 

As  a citizen  Mr.  Owens  has  been  quiet  and 
without  aspirations  beyond  the  .scenes  of  the  farm 
and  to  rear  an  honorable  and  u.seful  posterity. 
Cotton,  grain  and  corn  have  yielded  him  his 
success  on  the  farm,  and  his  .site  is  one  of  the 
attractive  landscape  features  of  his  locality. 

Mr.  Ow'ens  married  Helen,  a daughter  of  W. 
H.  Wright.  The  Wrights  were  from  California 
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ami  first  settled  in  Cooke  county,  Texas,  from 
where  they  came  to  Montague.  They  Imcl  three 
sons  .and  as  many  daughters,  and  .Mrs.  Owens 
W'as  bom  in  Little  River  county,  Arkans,as,  April 
22.  1856.  The  children  of  l\Ir.  and  IMrs.  (Jwens 
are : I’.ertie,  for  four  veans  a teacher  in  the  jtub- 
lic  schools,  was  educated  in  the  Pella  and  .\h'ord 
schools-:  Di.xie,  who  i.s  a valuable  aid  to  the  fam- 
ily circle;  Ethtd,  wife_  of  John  Gijtson.  a young 
farmer  ne.ar  by;  .Satiford ; Henrietta:  Blanche; 
and  James,  completing  tlie  list. 

\\  bile  Mr.  Owens  is  a mild  jtarty  man  in  poli- 
tics and  a Democrat,  lie  is  content  to  simply  ca.st 
hi.s  1»allot  and  let  the  resnlt.s  lie  what  they  may. 
He  has  Itnaight  iiji  his  family  in  a God-fearing 
home  and  owns  fealty  to  the  Chri.stian  churcli. 

ROBERT  G.  .WDERSOX  is  so  well  known 
in  .;\.bilene  th.'tt  he  needs  no  introduction  to  the 
readers  of  this  volume.  His  father.  John  C.  An- 
derson. w as  a native  of  Missis.sijipi,  born  in  April, 
1829.  He  lived  there  in  early  boyhood  and  about 
1837,  in  company  with  liis  parent.s,  came  to  Texas, 
settling  in  Angelina  county',  where  he  engaged  in 
farming,  which  he  follow-ed  during  the  greater 
piart  of  his  life.  FIc  was  married  in  that  county 
on  the  12th  of  September,  1847,  to  IMiss  ,Mary 
Caldwell,  who  w'as  born  in  Maury  coimty, 
Teni!C5.sec,  Fehniary  29,  1S32.  She  siicnt  her 
girlhood  largely  in  this  state,  coming  here  with 
iter  parents  in  18,35.  Following  hi.s  marriage  Mr. 
Anderson  removed  to  Anderson  county  in  1850, 
making  his  home  there  through  the  succeeding 
eighteen  years,  when  he  took  np  his  abode  in 
Ellis  county,  which  was  tlien  a typical  western 
frontier  district,  having  but  few  white  inlialt- 
itants  and  abounding  in  game  of  various  kind.s 
ami  of  almost  unlimited  quantity.  Again  Mr. 
•Anderson  made  a remov.al  in  1877,  when  lie  set- 
tled in  Young  county,  his  death  there  occurring 
on  the  27th  of  April  of  the  same  year.  His  w id- 
ow is  still  living  at  an  advanced  age,  making  her 
home  with  her  .son,  R,  G.  Anderson.  She  is  the 
rnotlier  of  six  living  children,  one  son  and  five 
daugh.ters,  namely;  Maggie,  the  wife  of  W.  R. 
Wolverton  of  Eratit  county,  Texas:  .Ann  E..  the 
wife  of  B.  A.  Shelton  of  Greer  eoniny.  Okla- 
homa; Isabelle,  the  wife  of  J.  G.  Wolford  of 
Fresno,  California ; Robert  (h;  Verina,  the  wid- 
ow of  J.  Wylie  ; and  Lizzie  of  Abilene. 

Robert  (.1.  Anderson  was  liorn  in  Ander.son 
county,  Te.xa.s,  March  28,  1S58,  and  his  Ixyvhood 
davs  were  spent  in  Ellis  and  Young  counties. 
Living  as  he  did  on  the  frontier  he  had  little  op- 
portunity for  acf|uiring  an  education  and  being 
the  only  son  in  the  family  it  seemed  to  fall  to 
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lii.^  lot  to  assume  rhe  responsibilities  of  his  fath- 
er's farm.  I'sing  every  ativantage  po-sililc  he  ac- 
qnire.I  ui  <:>ne  \tay  or  another  a common  .school 
education.  \ftcr  the  death  of  his  fatlicr  lii.s 
res|)>.nsihilitie.s  were  greatly  increascHl,  the  en- 
tire management  of  the  farm  tlevolving:  tipitn 
him.  l ii.s  mothi  r,  to  u'h.  ni  he  ha.s  dwavs  shvwn 
the  utmost  kiiulncss  and  attcction.  It's  formed  a 
part  .of  his  hon.sehold  front  th.at  time  umil  the 
fircsciu  and  in  fact  the)  have  never  hecti  .sep- 
arated. 

Mr  \nilerson  ha.s  engagr'l  for  manv  vears 
irt  the  cattle  business,  spending  many  a day  and 
night  on  tile  range  and  he  h is  made  four  ex- 
tcti'l.eil  trips  vcith  cattle  following  the  trail  into 
Colorado  an«.l  Kansas.  Chi  these  exptdtlions  he 
wtiuld  fretjiiemly  meet  with  Indians,  but  they 
never  tKcasioiicd  him  any  tronl'le.  as  he  always 
gave  them  a beef  for  (heir  own  use.  .In  i8.'^2 
he  removed  to  .\bilene,  leaving  the  range  in  or- 
der to  engage  in  mercantile  pursuits,  becoming 
an  emjdoye  of  the  linn  of  M'ylic  & rionovan.  gro- 
cers o:  this  city . Being  a typical  cowboy  of  ex- 
perience. instead  of  going  into  the  .-loro  to  work, 
he  would  frequently  ride  out  from  the  town  to 
meet  the  ihanager.s  of  herds  on  their  tvay  through 
the  country  and  showed  them  the  best  place.?  to 
carv  for  their  stock  and  by  other  general  favors 
e.xtended  he  wa.s  altlc  to  sell  them  large  quantities 
of  groceries  and  other  sujipHes  as  well  as  acting 
as  genera]  c.illcctor  for  the  firm.  He  continued  in 
the  employ  of  that  house  until  1887.  when  he 
went  UjXHi  the  road  as  a lta\ cling  salesman  for 
wholesale  hou.sc.s,  continuing  in  that  service  for 
four  y ears.  He  next  tonne.!  a partner.shi(i  with 
D.  Y'  Wristen  in  the  grocery  Inisiness,  a new 
tinn  dating  fr.'.ni  Jamiary  i,  i.Sqt.  The  parlner- 
shijt  rontiniieil  nnti!  1805,  wlicu  Air.  Aiider.son 
purchased  Air.  WristenAs  interest  in  the  bu.siness, 
continuing  it  under  his  own  name  until  ux>o, 
wVicn  lie  sold  out.  Altout  eight  nionth.s  later, 
however,  he  e.y.encd  another  ste.re  under  the  firm 
name  of  R.  (i.  Anderson  & Company  , wliolesale 
dealers  in  gr<.iceries  and  grain.  During  tliis  time 
he  was  also  ceinductiug  a general  mercantile  cs- 
tablishnicnt  at  \'aii  Horn  in  connection  with  J.  G. 
I_(»w;lon  under  the  firm  name  of  .Anderson  & 
Lowdeni.  This  business  was  cv>niinued  until  July 
b.  H104.  when  on  .account  of  failing  health  he 
wa.s  conipellcd  to  ,sc!l  otii. 

Alt.  A.nder.s<:>n  was  united  in  marriage  on  the 
t6tli  .'if  April,  oSS-t.,  to  Mis.s  Xanny  E.  Ho.shall, 
wlin  was  Ivorn  in  .\rkau.sas  but  was  reared  in 
ruonhern  .Mis.si.ssijtjji  from  the  time  .she  was  five 
vears  <••1  age.  Flie  came  to  .\hilene,  Texas,  in 
neanniter,  i.'^So,  By  this  marriage  there  are 


three  sons;  Ho.sliall  C.,  Roliert  G.  and  Frank  E, 

.Mr.  Anderson,  farnilitirly  called  Bob  by  his 
many  friend.s.  is  a poitular  citizen  in  iAbilene. 
As  a Imsiness  man  he  has  been  successful  in 
all  of  his  varied  undtTtakings  an.l  although  he 
has  led  a busy  life  he  has  yet  ftunid  time  to 
co-operate  in  matters  uertainiug  to  the  public 
goo'l  and  to  the  wel.’are  of  tlie  city.  lie  is  a 
geiii,:i!.  v, hole-souicd  gentleman  of  refined  taste 
and  courteous  maniu-r  and  is  able  to  count  his 
friends  liy  llu;  seores. 

11.  C.  St.'OTT,  At.  D.  The  medical  fraternity 
of  Sweetwater  finds  a werthy  rcjircseiitative  in 
Dr.  H.  C.  Scott,  wht.,  well  equipped  for  his 
profession,  has  remlered  valuable  .service  to  his 
fellow  men  in  the  line  of  bis  chosen  field  of  labor. 
He  is  descended  from  one  of  the  old  families 
of  Georgia,  and  his  graml father,  James  Scott, 
was  an  own  cousin  of  General  Winfield  Scott. 
Thomas  Howard  Scott,  the  father  of  the  doc- 
tor. was  lK.irn  in  Georgia  and  when  about  twenty- 
five  years  of  age  removed  to  Mississippi,  settling 
at  Poiitoioc.  where  he  spent  his  remaining  days. 
His  life  was  largely  devoted  to  leaching,  both  in 
the  school  room  and  from  the  pulpit,  for  he  was 
a minister  of  the  Bajitist  church,  d'hu.s  hi.s  labors 
Iiroved  of  direct  good  to  his  fellow  men,  pro- 
moting the  intellectual  and  moral  progrc.ss  of 
the  communities  in  which  he  lived  and  labored, 
ffis  dealh  occurred,  however,  in  i.%3,  when  he 
was  only  thirty -five  years  of  age.  His  wife  bore 
the  maiden  natne  of  Laura  Ella  Coleman  and  was 
a native  of  Georgia,  but  when  seven  years  of  age 
accoinjiaiiied  her  parents  on  their  removal  to  Alis- 
sississii)]!!  and  is  still  living  in  Bontotoc,  that 
state.  By  her  marriage  she  became  the  mother  of 
two  children  who  reached  atlult  age:  Dr.  H.  C. 
Scott,  of  tin's  review;  .and  .\tr.s.  Mary  lAannie 
■Stookey,  who  is  living  in  Pontotoc.  Alississippi. 

Dr.  Iloward  Coleman  Scott  was  Itoni  in  Pon- 
totoc. Sejrtember  _>3,  1861,  and  was  reared  in 
the  vicinity  of  that  jilace.  At  the  age  of  seven- 
teen years  he  Imokc  his  leg  and  tliis  was  the 
means  of  his  securing  an  education,  for  as  he 
was  unable  to  work  upon  the  farm  he  made  his 
wav  to  school  on  crntclies.  a distance  of  three 
miles,  pursuing  his  studies  there  for  a year.  Both  ' 
previous  and  subsequent  to  thi.s  time  he  cared 
for  hi-s  widovved  rnolher  and  sister  in  a large 
degree,  for  the  family'  were  left  in  rather  limited 
.financial  circumstances  at  the  father's  death.  Af- 
ter attending  school  during  that  year  Dr.  Scott 
divided  his  time  between  teaching  and  further 
continuing  his  own  education  for  a period  of 
twelve  years.  He  was  graduated  from  the  high 
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scliuol  fit  Pontotoc,  Mississippi,  in  1883,  and  with 
the  money  earned  by  teaching'  he  met  the  e-\-- 
penscs  ojE  his  collegiate  course  t-.-hen  he  had  de- 
cided upon  making  the  jiracticc  of  medicine  his 
life  work.  Matriculating  in  the  ■ University  of 
Tennessee  at  Nashville  in  i8ttx  as  a medical  stu- 
dent. he  spent  one  term  there  and  afterward  at- 
tended the  university  at  Sewanee,  a little  town 
in  the  mountains,  where  he  also  spent  one  term. 
He  next  returned  to  the  university  at  Nashville 
and  wa.s  graduated  from  that  institution  v,  iih  the. 
class  of  1894. 

Dr.  Scott  added  to  his  theoretical  training  t al- 
uable  [jracticril  experience  service  as  house 
phy.sician  in  a hosjiilal  at  \hekshurg,  jMississipjji, 
where  he  remained  for  a \ear.  He  came  to 
Texas  in  i<Sc^5,  locating  at  Bush,  Coryell  citunty, 
where  he  entered  upon  the  active  practice  of 
medicine,  remaining  there  for  a year  and  a half. 
He  next  located  at  Jonesboro  in  the  same  count}' 
and  entered  into  partnership  witli  Dr.  R.  J.  Pope, 
now  of  Sweetwater.  Dr.  Scott  continued  at 
Jone.shoro  for  four  and  a half  years  with  the 
e.xception  of  about  six  months  devoted  .1  a 
special  course  of  lectures  in  NashvHlIe.  This 
was  in  the  fall  of  1899  and  the  spring  of  1900, 
and  his  special  training  in  surgery  greatlv  pro- 
moted his  proficiency  in  that  department  of  prac- 
tice. 

In  August,  if)oi.  Dr.  Scott  came  to  Sweet- 
water, where  he  has  since  maintained  his  office. 
He  is  a member  of  the  Nolan,  Fisher  and  Stone- 
wall counties  medical  .society,  the  Te.xas  State 
Medical  Society,  and  medicil  examiner  for  the 
New  York  Life  Insurance  Company,  the  iManhat- 
tan  Insurance  Comjianv,  and  the  State  Life  In- 
surance Company  of  Indiana.  Fraternally  he 
is  a Mason.  He  is  recognized  as  both  a cajiable 
physician  and  surgeon,  gixdng  considerable  atten- 
tion to  the  latter  branch  of  practice,  and  he  enjoys 
a large  and  growing  patronage. 

HON.  JESSE  KENNEDY,  or  Judge  Kenne- 
dy, as  he  is  known  by  his  friends  and  business 
associates,  is  one  of  the  young-old  men  of  North 
Texas,  where  he  has  been  identified  with  real  es- 
tate operations  for  the  past  fifteen  years  or  more. 
Iowa  Park  is  one  of  the  most  thri-ving  towns  of 
Wichita  county,  has  a prosperous  and  progressive 
population,  and  is  at  the  center  of  a beautiful  and 
extremely  fertile  agriailtural  and  stock-raising 
district.  This  community,  both  commercially  and 
agriculturally,  looks  to  Mr.  Kennedy  as  one  of 
its  founders  and  chief  promoters,  and,  in  fact, 
ever  since  identifying  himself  with  the  place  he 
has  been  a main.spring  of  activity  which  has  kept 


in  motion  the  v aried  industries  and  enterjirises  of 
Iowa  Park  and  vicinit}.'. 

Judge  Kennedy,  the  later  years  of  whose  life 
have  thus  so  worthily  been  as.sociated  with  North 
']  exas,  was  boro  cightv  vears  ago,  in  1S24,  in 
Perry  county,  I’enn.->ylvania.  a son  of  William  T. 
and  .Su.sannah  (Peck)  Keunedv.  His  father  was 
aLso  a native  of  Penn.svlvania.  heiiig  a son  of  a 
native  Tri.^hnsan.  His  mother  wa.s  born  in  the 
Keystone  state,  and  boCli  parents  died  tliere. 

Judge  Kennedy  has  had  a distinguished  public 
carcer,  both  in  hi.s  native  .state  and  in  Iowa,  where 
he  live<l  for  ten  vears  before  coming  to  Texas. 
Born  and  reared  in  Perry  county,  he  s]>ent  a 
great  part  of  his  life  in  Cumberland  county,  Penn- 
sylvania. In  )86i  he  represented  Perry  and  Cum- 
berland counties  in  the  state  legi.slaUire,  and  for 
a number  of  years  before  had  been  among  the 
mo.st  ])rominent  men  of  that  part  of  the  state. 
During  the  war  three  of  his  brothers  enlisted  and 
served  throughout  tlie  confiict  as  Union  .soldiers. 
During  Lincoln’s  administration  Judge  Kennetly 
was  assistant  internal  revenue  collector  for  F’erry 
county.  For  ten  and  a Italf  years  he  was  jirincipal 
and  proprietor  of  ilie  State  Orphan  School,  at 
Mount  Joy,  Pennsylvania.  He  also  served  as 
burgess,  or  mayor,  of  that  town,  and  in  many 
other  ways  took  a con.spicuous  part  in  public 
affairs.  Before  the  war  he  wa.s  second  lieutenant 
in  Captain  W.  R.  Fetter's  company  of  Pennsyl- 
vania State  Cadets. 

In  1878  Judge  Kennedy  decided  to  come  west, 
and  in  that  year  he  located  at  Ida  Grove,  in  Ida 
county,  Iowa,  where  he  turned  his  attention  to 
fanning.  Plere,  too.  his  abilities  as  an  organizer 
and  man  of  affairs  brought  him  into  prominence, 
and  in  1884  he  was  elected  to  the  legislature,  dur- 
ing which  session  he  introduced  and  fathered 
througli  the  lawmaking  body  the  famous  prohib- 
itorv'  law  of  the  state  of  low  .a.  Althou.gh  thus  al- 
lied with  the  cau.se  of  prohibition,  be  is  am!  has 
alway.s  been  a srancli  Republican  in  funda- 
mental political  beliefs. 

While  in  Iowa  Judge  Kennedy  was  also  elect- 
ed nresident  of  the  Iowa  State  Farmers’  .Ylliance, 
which  office  lie  held  for  five  or  six  year.s,  and  in 
that  c.'ipacity  promoted  important  railroad  legis- 
lation tlirough  the  legislature.  Also  he  was  presi- 
dent of  the  -State  \Vool  Growers’  .A.ssociation,  was 
one  of  tlie  vice  pre.sidcnts  of  the  Iowa  Fine 
Stock-Raisers'  Associatiivn  and  president  of  the 
Ida  County  Agricultural  .Society. 

In  1888  judge  Kennedy  came  to  Widiit.a  coun- 
ty. Texa.s,  and,  with  David  C.  Kolp,  also  of  Ida 
county,  organized  ami  became  president  of  the 
lowa-Texas  Land  Company.  This  company 
bought  several  ihous.and  acres  of  land  ab<)ut 
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ckvni  mik-^  w est  t'i  Wichila  Falk  on  the  line  of 
the  Fc'i't  Y'orth  & Denver  Railroad  started  the 
town  of  lov.a  Park.  On  account  of  the  promi- 
nence and  known  reliability  of  the  organizers  and 
by  e.Mensive  advertising  a colony  of  pr(>grcssivc 
and  capable  Iowa,  Illinois  and  Minnesota  farm- 
ers were  brought  to  this  hx'ality  and  sold  tracts 
of  land  about  Iowa  Park,  which  has  been  one  of 
the  most  successful  of  such  colonization  schemes 
in  this  state.  Nearly  all  the  farmers  who  came 
here  at  that  time  and  persevered  and  remained 
in  spite  of  natural  discouragements,  have  now 
attained  wealth  and  affluence,  and  the  agricul- 
tural regions  tributary  to  Iowa  Park  arc  noted 
for  their  lar’-^-*  per  cajtita  wealth,  there  being 
manv  notable  examples  of  men  who  began  here 
with  nothing  and  have  become  well-to-do,  not- 
withstanding several  severe  dronghts. 

Judge  Kennedy  has  continued  to  make  Iowa 
Park  his  residence  ever  since  iS88,  although  he 
has  sold  out  all  his  own  harms.  P>ut  he  is  still  en- 
g.agetl  in  the  real  estate  business,  which  has  occu- 
pied his  attention  ever  since  coming  here.  With 
his  Pennsylvania  and  Iowa  political  experience, 
he  riaturallv  became  a leader  and  man  of  \veight 
in  public  affairs,  and  through  loyalty  to  party,  but 
with  no  hope  of  individual  success  in  such  a 
Democratic  state  as  Texas,  he  was  drawn  into 
politics,  and  twice  accepted  the  nomination  for 
state  assemblyman,  being  successful  in  carrying 
one  countv — Jack  county — against  his  opponent, 
lie  was  also  nomijiated  for  the  state  senate,  and 
has  been  strongly  urged  to  nm  for  Congress. 
Judge  Kennedy  is  a very  pleasing  public  speaker, 
is  a man  of  great  addre.ss  and  force  of  character 
that  impresses  itself  at  once  on  his  hearers,  and 
throughout  his  career  has  made  himself  a power 
in  affairs  in  every  community  of  his  residence. 
He  has  known  and  been  associated  with  many 
prominent  men  in  Penn.sylvania  and  Iowa.  He 
has  been  a member  of  the  Churcli  of  God  and  a 
Mason  for  forty  years,  and  an  Odd  Fellow  even 
longer,  having  joined  the  order  a half  century 
ago. 

Judge  Kennedy  has  two  children : IMrs.  Eula- 
lia T.  Clift,  of  Point  Loma,  California,  and  Wil- 
liam Kennedy,  of  Kay.  Colorado, 

JdtllN  W,  i\,IADr>OX.  a leading  stock  farnter 
of  the  Red  River  \alley,  making  his  home  in 
.Montague  county  net  far  from  Nocona,  was  born 
in  \'an  F.uren  coimty,  Arkansas.  April  7,  i860. 
He  was  reared  to  farm  life  and  acquired  a com- 
rnrei  scl'iOC'l  education.  His  parents,  James  and 
Emily  I'Wilsi.n)  Mad<lox,  were  natives  c>f  Ten- 
nessee, but  were  married  in  .\rkaiisas.  The  pa- 
ternal grandfather  became  an  early  settler  of 


the  latter  state  and  there  followed  the  occupa- 
tion of  farming.  He  was  also  a great  hunter 
anr]  took  much  plea.sure  with  his  gun.  He  con- 
tinued a resident  of  Arkansas  up  to  the  time  of 
his  demise  and  be  was  long  survived  by  his 
wife,  who  married  again  and  lived  to  a ripe  old 
age.  In  his  family  were  five  children:  David; 
George  : Janies  ; Ear  ina,  who  became  the  wife  of 
(iCfirge  P.rown : and  i\Irs,  Lizzie  Tummilson. 
,\fter  losing  her  first  husband  Mrs.  Tummilson 
became  iMr.s.  Daily  and  by  her  third  marriage  be- 
came iMrs.  Mercer. 

James  ^Maddox  was  reared  to  manhood  in  Ar- 
kansas and  at  the  time  of  the  California  gold  ex- 
citement in  184Q  made  the  overland  trip  across 
the  country  to  the  new  Eldorado  of  tlie  west, 
where  he  was  engaged  in  mining.  After  spend- 
ing about  two  years  on  the  Pacific  coast  he  re- 
turne<l  to  .Arkansas  and  was  married.  lie  then 
[lurelia.sed  a farm  and  turned  his  attention  to 
general  agricultural  pur.suit.s.  Two  years  later 
lie  bought  and  drove  cattle  to  California,  taking 
with  liirn  quite  a large  herd,  which  he  sold  at 
good  prices.  He  again  si>ent  six  or  eight  months 
on  the  coast  and  then  returned  home  by  wav  of 
the  Isthmus  of  Panama,  rejoining  his  family  in 
.Arkansas.  There  he  resumed  farming  and  was 
thus  engaged  until  after  tlie  hegimiiiig  of  the 
Ci\  il  war,  when  he  esttoused  the  cause  of  his 
loved  .southland  and  enlisted  in  the  Confederate 
army  under  coniinand  of  General  F’rice.  He 
served  through  all  the  campaigns  of  ^Missouri 
and  -Arkansas  and  was  eery  fortunate  in  that  he 
was  never  wounded  nor  taken  prisoner,  although 
he  was  ahvay.s  on  active  duly  and  was  often  in 
the  thickest  of  the  fight,  rendering  valiant  service 
to  the  Confederacy  and  br.avelv  meeting  all  the 
hardships  incidenl  lo  military  service.  Following 
the  elo.se  of  the  war  he  returned  home,  there  to 
meet  death,  being  assassinated  by  some  cowardly 
jayhawkers.  His  first  wife  and  the  mother  of 
his  children  had  died  two  years  previous  and 
his  children  were  thus  left  oqihans.  He  had 
married  a second  wife  but  there  were  no  chil- 
dren of  that  union.  .Soon  after  the  death  of  Mr. 
jMaddox  she  married  a soldier  and  is  now  living 
in  the  Indian  Territory.  The  home  was  thus 
broken  up  and  the  six  ()r|)lianed  children  were 
.separated,  going  to  live  among  relatives,  James 
Maddox  was  an  intelligent  bu.siness  man  of  en- 
terprise and  keen  discernment,  possessed  much 
energy  and  w.os  public  spirited  in  an  eminent 
degree.  His  children  were:  David  W..  who 
makes  his  home  with  his  brother  John ; George 
W.,  who  is  a farnter  of  Indian  Territory;  Dica, 
who  became  klrs.  Collins,  and  at  her  death  left 
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three  children  in  Montaffiie  counh’ ; John  W.,  of 
this  review ; Mr.«.  Annie  Boyd,  who  after  the 
death  of  her  first  husband  iK-came  Mrs.  Eafrlcy; 
and  Emily,  who  ha.s  been  twice  married,  fir.'^t  to 
a Mr.  Tucker  and  second  to  a Mr.  Rittenbcrry. 
The  mother  of  these  children  was  a devoted 
member  of  the  Methodist  church. 

John  \V.  Maddox  was  left  an  orphan  when 
about  five  years  of  age  and  went  to  live  with  an 
uncle,  George  Brown,  with  wdiom  he  remained 
for  a short  time.  He  later  made  his  home  with 
his  grandmother  and  lived  among  relatives  until 
fifteen  years  of  ag'e,  'when  he  started  out  in  life 
on  his  own  account.  Whatever  success  he  has 
achieved  is  due  entire!}'  to  his  own  well  directed 
efforts  and  strong  purpose.  In  1875  he  came  to 
Texas,  locating  in  Grayson  county,  where  he 
was  employed  at  driving  an  old  mule  in  one 
of  the  primitive  cotton  gins  of  that  day.  After 
three  months  spent  in  that  wav  lie  hired  out  to 
a fanner  ('one  of  the  Short  brothers)  at  fifty  dol- 
lars per  year  and  was  to  have  the  privilege  of 
attending  school  for  two  months.  He  continued 
work  until  after  he  had  entered  the  sdiool  ac- 
cording to  the  terms  of  the  contract  and  while 
rhf^re  he  also  made  arrangements  to  attend  writ- 
ing schcwl.  His  employer,  however,  insi.sted  in 
his  leaving  both  schools  and  go  to  picking  cotton 
and  because  he  refused  to  do  so  his  employer 
became  angr}’  and  discharged  him.  never  par  ing 
him  the  thirty  or  forty  dollars  which  ivas  his  due 
for  previous  labor.  Mr.  Maddox,  however, 
sought  employment  elsewhere  and  in  1879  came 
to  Montague  county,  where  he  engaged  in  pick- 
ing cotton  and  in  other  sucli  labor  as  he  could 
secure.  The  following  winter  he  went  to  Archer 
county,  where  he  aided  in  the  construction  of  a 
rock  house  in  Archer  Cit}',  the  count}.'  seat,  and 
later  rvas  employed  as  a cook  by  a firm  driving 
beef  cattle  to  Gainesville.  He  next  entered  the 
employ  of  Bob  Binge,  a stock  man  and  farmer 
of  Jack  county,  with  whom  he  remained  for  six 
months,  after  which  he  wa.s  employed  by  Mr. 
Lane  of  New  York  to  help  drive  a herd  of  cattle 
to  New  Mexico.  He  spent  two  months  in  the  lat- 
ter place  and  then  returned  to  Montague  county, 
where  he  hired  to  C.  C.  Rumrill,  went  to  Knox 
county,  and  was  engaged  in  fencing  a large  pas- 
ture. He  continued  with  Dir.  Rumrill,  aiding 
him  in  his  work  with  stock  in  Knox  coitnty  un- 
til 1885,  then  came  to  Indian  Territur}’  under  the 
employ  of  Rumrill,  and  looked  after  the  stock 
there,  which  was  owned  by  the  finn  of  Adding- 
ton and  Washington.  This  firm  afterward  failed, 
but  Mr.  Maddo.x  remained  with  Mr.  Rumrill  for 
six  years.  In  the  meantime  he  saved  his  earn- 


ings and  when  occasion  ofi'ered  he  invested  his 
money  in  stock  and  soon  handled  cattle  on  quite 
an  extensive  scale.  He  bought  and  .sold  stock 
from  time  to  time  with  good  success  and  in 
1889  lie  formed  a partnersliip  with  N.  J.  How- 
ard. Together  they  handled  stock,  conducting 
an  extcn.sive  business,  in  which  they  continued 
for  four  years  w'itii  good  success.  The  partner- 
•ship  was  dissolved  in  i8<i3  and  '.Mr.  iUaddox  con- 
tinud  alone  in  the  stock  business  until  1899,  when 
he  disposed  of  nur^^t  of  liis  herd,  for  all  of  the 
lea.ses  had  expired. 

In  that  year  he  came  to  Montague  cemnty  and 
purchased  the  E.  T.  Coe  farm  and  .stock,  the 
ranch  com[irTsing  thirteen  liundred  acres.  By 
jnircliasc  he  also  c.anie  into  possession  of  all  the 
crops,  farming  tools  and  fixtures.  He  made  a 
cash  payment  for  this  and  he  has  since  pur- 
chased the  Walker  fai-m,  containing  two  hundred 
acres,  so  di.at  he  now  has  a valnabU:  r.'uu  h of 
fifteen  hundred  acres  with  over  four  hundred 
acre.s  under  a high  state  of  cultivation.  This 
is  pleas.mtly  and  com-eniently  located  abciut 
twelve  miles  north  of  Nocona  in  the  Red  River 
valley  and  .Mr.  ,Maddo.x  carries  on  general  fann- 
ing, and  the  place  furni.shes  nearly  all  of  the 
heimc  supplie.s,  inclmling  meat  and  lard.  He 
feeds  and  selks  hogs  and  has  a fine  herd  of  cattle. 
He  also  feeds  and  markets  cattle  and  raise.s  some 
nudes.  He  is  a very  practical'  and  .snect>sful 
stock  fanner  and  cattle  dealer.  He  has  spent 
many  lears  in  jJic  saddle  and  has  given  his  at- 
tention to  liis  .=tock  interests  and  the  manage- 
ment of  his  agricultural  imrsuits,  lii,-  labors  being 
crowned  w ith  a fair  measure  of  success. 

In  1880  .Mr.  lUaddox  was,  married  in  hniian 
Territory  to  Miss  Mattie  Davis,  who  was  born 
in  Indiana  and  is  a daughter  of  Henrv  J.  Davis 
of  the  same  state,  who  was  married  tbere  and 
afterward  removed  to  Illinois.  In  1884  ke  made 
his  way  to  the  Indian  Territorr,  wiiere  he  was 
engaged  in  ftu'ining.  He  al,=o  greatly  enjoyed 
luinting  and  found  ample  opportiinitv  to  indulge 
his  love  <if  that  sport.  He  continued  lii.s  resi- 
dence in  the  Territoiy  until  hi.>  deatJi.  wliich  oc- 
curred in  1890.  He  lived  the  quiet  uneventful 
life  of  a fanner,  having  no  aspiration  for  public 
office.  -At  the  time  of  the  Civil  war  be  espoused 
the  Union  cause  ami  jinned  the  fceleral  anny. 
His  widow  yet  survives  and  is  now  living  in  the 
old  home  neighborhood  in  Indiana.  She  is  a 
member  of  the  Christian  church,  to  which  her 
husband  also  belonged.  Their  children  w'ere: 
Dfattie,  the  first  wife  of  I\rr.  Maddox;  Cap,  wdio 
went  to  the  west;  and  Carrie,  the  present  wife 
of  our  subject.  Mr.  Aladdrix  was  called  upon 
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t-i  moiu'n  ilie  lo^-  ai  liis  first  wife  in  i8<»2,  her 
death  (.ci'nrrinjr  mi  iln  i8th  <;>/  N'lveinherof  that 
} e.'tr,  >hi_  k:/i  one  eliild,  Wmali,  who  was  born 
Anun.-'i  xj,  iSoi.  C)n  the  and  of  April,  1893, 
Mr.  .M.'iddov  Wedded  .Mi.ss  Carrie  D.avi.s,  'who 
was  ixirn  in  Indiana,  \nt;ust  i8,  1873.  and  i> 
an  intelli;4<'rii  an<!  culture..!  lad).  The  children 
,:f  thi.-  marriage  are:  John  C.,  born  December 
3.  l.v.'nnic  J>.  ami  H.nmic  \ ..  tw  in>.  bcirn 

I'cbruar)  <>.  l.ioyd  born  .March  1,  ipoo: 

and  l.imes  D.,  horn  September  14,  i(.»03.  In  poll- 
lie.-  .Mr.  .\ladilr-x  a .Deniiicrat  an-d  he  tako.s 
an  nuerc-.'t  in  .seeing  that  good  men  are  nominated 
an.l  elfCteii  to  local  ofiic.e,  but  nc^■el■  >eeks  nrn- 
'Ic-ire-  the  honc-!>  new  tiiiolument'  c.f  citfice  for 
hiin^di.  He  is  an  exemplary  tiiemher  c>f  Hur- 
Hngtou  lodge.  No,  440.  F,  Y M..  and  is 
a gentleman  of  genuine  personal  worth,  enjov- 
ing  in  high  measure  the  e.'tecm  of  all  wlio  know 
him.  Mr.  .Madid. ).:e  was  at  mie  lime  the  owner 
of  a ten  favirrile  hor.se,  Hirnh,  which  was  named 
tor  a Methodist  preaeher  and  uho.ve  life  of  use- 
lulm  .-s  cea.'C'l  iii  i(K>2  wlien  lie  was  about  twen- 
l) -two  years  old.  He  had  been  owned  In  the 
fainih  for  o\  er  righteeii  ) ears  ami  Mr.  Maddo.x 
has  an  enlarged,  portrait  of  the  horse  with  himself 
in  the  sadille  hanging-  in  a cr/n.sp)icuons  place  in 
hr-  par'rw.  1'he  iK.rsf:  was  of  Spanish  breed  ami 
Mr.  .Maddo,'.;  n.ide  and  used  liini  in  his  bn.siness 
lor  eighteen  ve.ars  and  savs  that  llnsh  heljied  him 
t(.)  make  .i  start  in  life.  .\.t  his  .leath  the  family 
almost  f-elt  as  tl-iongh  thev  had  lost  a dear  friend, 
s(.  anached  had  the;,-  become  to  tl'ie  animal.  He 
ha. I the  free  range  <.f  tlte  ranch,  had  the  best 
the  cribs  ;ind  graiiarx  atfea'ded  and  was  worth 
'ihe  afi'ecti'.ii  bestow'cd  upon  b.iin  bv  the  tm--!nber.s 
. .f  the  h>iUsehn'i<l,  being  a m.-ist  intelligcm,  gciule 
h. wse,  also  of  go. >d  speed  and  ol  durable  quali- 
ties, .Mr.  Madd'.i.x'  has  become  well  known  a.?  a 
'tr.ck  farnu  r of  the  Red  River  \alk-v  and  hi.s  suc- 
cess has  restdt,_,l  from  earnest  ami  liersistem 
ctTort,  He’  has  w .irked  imtiringl\-  year  after 
'.  ear  and  i.'  n.  .\-.  in  \ er)- ccimfrirtable  financial  cir- 
Ctmi.'taiKes. 

J X.Mlfs  \.  I'Rt  tCrt  dv.  .\  half  cenutr)-'s 
residence  w nliin  the  Diumkiries  of  a single  connt) 
ani!  a half  ci  ntur;.  0/  active  endeavor  ckwcitcd  to 
Its  materi.al  d.cvelopim-nt  marks,  in  a sense,  the 
.li.sn’ncnon  of  Jai'i'Cs  \.  rn-.ctor  of  this  review 
r-s  a citiren  r,f  Wise  ci.nnty.  From  the  c'car 
iky..!,  when  lu  cntcied  .a  piece  of  the  pulilic  do- 
main tip.  .11  w Itid'i  the  c.  luni)  scat  m.w  stands,  to 
the  cl.  .sing  nic.nrhs  c,f  icjoy.  ciihiT  in  tlie  saddle, 
heiiiiui  the  I.'.' .miter  e.r  f. illow  ing  the  ])low,  he  lias 
i>een  a iai'tf.r.  a quiet  foi'ce  in  [ntsliing  Wise 


count)-  njs  the  soak-  cl  progress  from  an  unor- 
ganized and  unsettled  wilderness  to  a mnnicipal- 
it)  filled  with  the  arteries  of  commerce,  thriving 
towiis  and  comfortable  luinies. 

As  a young  man  of  twenty-five  he  took  legal 
p(.iSseSsiori  of  the  high  point  of  laud  which  marks 
the  site  of  Decatur,  inten..ling  it  ftw  his  hfune- 
sieacl.  and  he  had  gathered  about  him  some  of 
die  prime  evidences  of  civilization  w-licn  pro- 
po.sals  to  locale  the  cliief  town  of  the  county 
there  came  t.i  him.  and  he  set  aside  sixt)-  acres 
of  hi.s  tract,  gratiiitousi)-,  fur  the  laying  out  of. 
ifie  town.  Ueing-  limitc-cl  a'  to  means  from  the 
start,  and  having  now-  the  respionsibUitios  (.if  a 
)-ciung-  famil),  he  disposed  of  the  remnant  of  his 
(piarter  section  at  .sale  ami,  with  the  proceeds, 
started  life  as  a cow  man  nearby. 

Vtithoi.it  special  incident  f\l  r.  Proctor  was  en- 
gaged in  the  cattle  Im.sines,-,  with  re.-idence  near 
Decatur,  for  seventeen  years,  when  be  changed 
his  location  to  ol<i  Rridgeport  and  began  the  0]>en- 
ing  (-)ut  of  a fann.  His  cattle  interests  still  held 
hi^  attaition  .and  he  ranged  his  .stuff  clear  to  the 
lirazi.is  river  and  out  into  Knox  count),  having 
still  an  interest  in  a -[xisrure  in  Foard  county  with 
a son.  In  1884  the  cow  husiiiess  .subsided, 
largd)-.  as  a business  and  the  cultivation  of  his 
Bridgeport  farm  has  since  occupied  his  time.  He 
owns  a h:i!f  ..-ection  of  vallec  laii'1  on  three  sides 
of  -which  coal  has  been  d.evclopcd.  and  nutch  of 
it  is  now-  licing-  tunnelleil  for  the  iiroduct  on  a 
royalty  of  five  cents  ])c;r  ton.  It  was  upon  his 
fann.  some  ei.ghteen  years  ago,  th:it  cc/al  was 
first  discovered,  a piece  of  good  fortune  not  only 
to  him  but  to  the  comnmnit)  in  wdiich  he  live.s. 

few  of  the  first  rears  of  his  life  in  the  old 
town  of  r.ritlgej>)rt  .Mr.  Proctor  passed  in  sell- 
ing goods,  at  wbicli  time  the  village  was  situ- 
ated altout  two  n-iilcs  soutliwest  of  the  present 
tmMi.  But  mercliandising  was  not  bis  forte  and 
he  resume*!  his  former  active  outdoor  life. 

While  the  war  was  in  progress  he  joined  a 
regiment  of  state  rangers  under  (folonel  .Morris 
ami  Lieutenant  Colonel  Buck  Barry  ;iml  served 
oil  the  frontier  for  more  th.an  three  niomhs.  The 
regiment  was  in  camp  at  Buffalo  .Springs,  at 
Belknap  and  passe. 1 three  year.s  and  three  months 
(>f  lliC  time  in  scouting  the  country  for  Indians. 
A few  fights  with  them  were  indulged  m .and  on 
>.nc  ('cca.-ion,  on  the  Big  M'idiita  river,  tlte  com- 
rn.";nd  lost  all  its  horses  and  pack  iruiles  at  the 
lian.l.s  of  the  warv  Comanche.  The  la.st  few 
months  of  the-  (var  our  subject  was  on  detail  to 
gatlicr  up  beef  cattle  for  the  Confederate  army 
and  drive  ilicni  to  East  Texas  an.J  was  .so  em- 
ployed when  the  "breakup''  came. 
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Mr.  Proctor  was  an  cnsigrant  to  'I'txas  frotii 
Rockciisde  cointy,  Kentucky,  where  hi.s  birtlt 
occitrred  July  3,  1S39.  Ho  is  dc.sceink-d  ftyni 
Revolutionary  .->tock.  hi»  great-grandfather  hav- 
ing served  in  the  w;ir  for  American  independ- 
ence. T!ic  latter  diei.1  in  Rockcastle  coiiniy, 
Kentucky,  when  our  saltjeci  was  a child,  liavdiig 
migrated  there  fri>!n  .-uine  jH-itit  in  l'eiins}dvama 
seioii  after  die  leniiinatioi;  id  the  war.  His  lin- 
eage can  he  traced  to  die  Scotcli-lrisli,  and  one 
of  his  sons,  James,  was  a young  man  when  tlic 
family  took  up  its  iKmie  in  llie  state  of  Daniel 
BiXine.  Jtmie.s  Proctcir  married  I'olly  iJrauna- 
maii,  a Gennaii  ladv,  ;unl  passed  away  in  Rock- 
castle county  . hedng  nearly  one  hun  ired  y ear.s  of 
age.  Cd'  his  children.  Flavid.  oiir  subject's 
father,  \va.s  the  first  born.  Then  came  tdeorge, 
W'illiain,  Jtihn.  Sitlney  and  Eli.-ha,  twins,  Ander- 
son, Green,  .\lfrtd.  The  daughters  were  Frankie, 
wife  of  Joliii  Forsytk.e;  Betsy  ; and  Susan,  who 
beaiine  the  wife  «.>t  Sdn-  Scary. 

David  Proctor  took  up  the  vocation  of  his  an- 
cestors and  brought  ttp  his  family  to  know  tlic 
pursuits  of  agriculture,  fie  left  Kentucky  about 
1S50  and  located  in  Morgan  county,  Ttidiaiia.  He 
afterward  moved  to  Jasper  cotmty,  .Mi.s.souri, 
where  his  wife  died,  but  he  returned  to  Tmliaiia 
and  jiassed  his  remaining  years.  He  was  l)orn 
in  Rockcastle  county,  Kentucky,  married  Miss 
Lucy,  a daughter  of  Rev.  John  (Jttinn,  a Chris- 
tian preacher.  His  children  were;  John,  of 
Council  Bluffs,  Iowa;  James  ,\.,  of  this  sketch; 
Melvina.  widow  of  j«')hn  Palmer,  of  Council 
Bluffs.  Iowa;  Frances,  wife  of  Ratliff  Long,  of 
Indiana,  died  in  Morgan  county:’  Mary,  married 
Frank  Wilson,  of  Iowa;  and  George,  who  died 
in  the  state  of  fotva. 

C)n  the  farm  of  liis  father  in  Kentucky  James 
A.  Proaor  grew  uji  and  in  the  .idd-tirne  log 
hou.se,  wiih  >la)i  benches,  he  wa.s  schooled  and 
ruled  diree  uKniths  in  die  year.  In  1853  he 
joined  three  families  for  the  trip  to  Texas  and 
drove  a tetun  for  M'illiam  Perrinii,  of  the  parts-, 
the  journey  rci|uiriiig  forty  days'  lime.  They 
stopped  fir.st  in  Dallas  county  and  made  a cmp. 
hut  the  next  year  our  .subject  left  Joe’s  branch 
and  l)Cgan  his  career  in  the  unorganized  county 
of  Wi.se.  He  and  his  wife  were  the  first  couple 
married  in  the  D,  uin\  , and  bcliru-arv  8.  1S56.  he 
wedded  Polly  Hunt,  a daughter  of  William  Per- 
rian’s  wife,  with  whom  he  had  made  the  trifi 
from  Kentucky.  TTr.  and  3frs.  Proctor’s  cliil- 
dren  are:  Lucy,  wife  of  ^”rgi^ius  (Wlc.  of  fn- 
dian  Territory ; Jifollie.  a widow,  in  Bridgeport. 
Texas;  f,aura,  wife  of  f liarle.s  A’oods.  of  Wise 
county;  William  D.,  of  Bridgeport ; James,  of 
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Dimmit  county.  Texas;  John,  of  J-'oard  county, 
Texas;  Xricnh.jsa,  wife  of  James  Stanfield,  of 
iiidiau  Tvrrirory  ; IJla,  wife  of  (.harks  Selan- 
gcr,  of  Bridgeport ; and  Maud,  wlici  married  A. 
L,  ilnu'hison.  of  Bridgeport.  Texas. 

V\  bile  .Mr,  f-’roctiir  lias  resided  in  Wise  ci>nnty 
longer  tlian  mo.si  of  its  citizens  can  renieinlier, 
and  lias  (icctipied  a positive  place  among  the 
every-day  affairs  of  men,  he  lia.s  sliov,  n no  iri- 
ti-re>i  in  it.-'  jiolitical  'life  and  bey  ond  voting  the 
DenKicratic  ticket  he  lues  not  been  jioliticaily 
known.  He  i.s  a ..U.ister  Mason  and  is  a tncmi.ier 
of  the  C'liri;,tiai.  church,  lie  has  ever  main- 
tained an  untarni.ilied  rtj.'i.uarion  and  a character 
aliove  susjiicion  and  ihe  contideiice  -.4'  his  friends 
crery  where  Coii.stantly  abides  with  him. 

■ I \..MES  \\  . .\Y.\l.iS.  The  commercial  spirit 
of  Jacksboro  is  largely  in  the  ascendancy  and  is 
exemjilific.d  in  the  estalilishmciii  of  a few  mer- 
cantile enterprises  which  dominate  the  U.iwn  and 
surrounding  ci.ainin  and  bring  to  the  city  's 
urban  lLniii.s  a patronage  ample  to  maintain  it 
easily'  ?,s  the  metropolis  of  the  county.  The 
.\yiie.s  Dry  Gooils  Company  is  conspicuous 
among  these  doiiiinant  cnterpri.ses,  and  of  its 
guiding  and  hading  .'spirit,  James  A . Ayne>,  it 
is  our  purjjosc  herein  to  .speak.  Reared  in  an 
aimos]diere  of  domestic  commerce  and  schooled 
in  ilie  marts  of  trade  by  teachers  who  were  pa.st- 
luaster.s  in  vile  art,  these  influence^  have  brought 
to  him  an  endowment  and  an  equip>ment  for  the 
s|)here  that  he  fills  minsiial  in  a rural  communiiy 
like  thi.s. 

A glance  at  the  history  of  the  Aynes  family 
reveals  iti,  Kentucky  origin  and  shows  .s.-unue! 
.\ynes,  our  subject's  grandfather,  10  have  been 
one  of  il^  carl)  founders.  His  hiitli  occurred 
in  the  .state  of  X'irgiuia  in  1705  and  he  live-d  in 
Heiiti.m  ami  Jack  coiuuic.s.  Texri',  from  1S57, 
dying  in  the  latter  omniy  in  181  >7.  fore- 

fathers are  said  to  ha\e  licen  Scotch-lrish  and 
ATlsh  and  his  wife  was  51is.s  Klsle  M.alare,  who 
])as.sed  awa\  in  Taek  county  in  ii8i'.7,  Vieing  the 
mother  of  James,  who  dicif  in  Kemnckx-;  John, 
whose  life  closeif  in  the  same  sfne:  Elion  bc- 
catne  the  w ife  of  Squire  Penn  and  died  in  Henry 
county.  Kcntuck^  ; I'annie  in;irriv  ! I rnnk  Rob- 
inson and  liied  in  Port  Worth;  Das  id  S. ; and 
Itlizahcth,  who  died  in  Ifl  Paso  U'  .Mv'.,  Mark 
ilarper. 

David  S.  \yvies,  faiher  of  our  sulijecl.ss  as  horn 
in  1 lenry  coinily  , Kentucky  , r)i.'ceniher  18,  1833, 
passed  tti  ntaliteitv  there,  was  liheralR-  educatetl 
aitd  his  imroilu.-tiiin  10  the  seriotiv  affairs  of  life 
was  in  the  caji.-uiTv  (■{  a teacher  of  ;i  country 
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^diool.  I If  crime  lo  Te.xas  in  1857,  stopiK-d  in 
Deriifin  roum\ , married  and  tau;xlit  a few  terin.s 
of  sclioid.  He  came  to  Jack.-^i>i  >ro  in  i860,  be- 
ijan  rai.'in^  calile  and  cemdneted  a general  .-.tore, 
and  al.-o  liiled  various  county  offices,  hein'i'  .ass'es- 
Mjr,  Collector,  trea.'urer  aiui  sheritT  (>f  the  county. 
In  1804.  he  returned  to  \\  ir-e  county  and  while 
liiere  lieM  the  olfice  of  .'•lieriiT.  Returning  west, 
he  was  for  some  years  a resident  and  merchant 
at  Relkur-.n  and  later  on  in  life  opened  a store  in 
t jaincsiille  .and  sold  t^ntods  till  1845,  when  lie 
dIsj'Osed  of  his  intc-rCsLs  tlierc,  came  to  Jacks- 
boro,  tlie  scenes  (>f  his  carlv  and  vigorous  life, 
and  retired.  In  politics  he  has  ever  been  a Dem- 
t'crai  and  in  fraternal  matters  a prominent  local 
Odd  i ellow'.  and  a consistent  nieniber  of  the 
Christian  church. 

For  his  first  wife  .Mr.  .\tnes  married  Emily, 
a daughter  of  Dr.  ( icorge  .lJar]ier,  formerb,  from 
Naples,  Illinois.  Tits  wife  died  in  Jacksl>>ro  in 
1875  and  be  then  chose  Helen  Scott  for  his  covn- 
tianion,  who  ln.we  him  a .son,  Daniel,  and  a 
daughter.  Rovie,  wife  of  John  Montgouiery,  of 
..Amarillo.  I'extis.  l',v  his  fir.st  marriage  he.  wa.s 
the  father  of  James  W'.,  of  this  notice;  Fliza, 
w ho  married  E.  W.  Nicholson,  of  Jackshoro ; 
Dat  id  A.,  of  Jacksl)(>ro;  Jojm  S..  who  [lasscd 
avvtiv  at  iourteni  ye.ars  of  age:  Elsie,  who  mar- 
ried r.  [irown,  a leading  merchant  of  back 
ernnuy.  at  the  coiintv  seat,  and  Hattie,  wife  e.f 
W.  R.  Sike.s,  of  the  metropolis  of  Jack  county. 

-April  jt,  i860,  lames  W . .A \ ties  was  brim  in 
Demon  county,  I'exas.  The  fir.-t  four  years  of 
his  life  were  )iassed  in  Jaclcsboro  and  his  fifth 
and  ,si;<ih  ye.ars  in  \ATso  and  Denton  counties. 
From  i860  li,  1876  he  was  again  among  the 
IhWs,  of  Jaclt'slioro.  !>ut  tiie  hitter  \-ear  entered 
the  )Hiblic  scIkkiIs  at  T tcni.son  for  a year,  then 
farmed  as  a hand  till  1878,  wlit  11  he  went  to 
work  on  the  Deni.sr.r!  Herald  a-  t.' po  for  a 
year.  In  tiSjo  lie  retunied  to  lacksboni  and 
to'ik  a ckrksliip  with  ]).  C.  Hrown.  remaining 
T(i!  years,  atid  succeeded  that  gcmleman  in  Imsi- 
ness  with  a partner.  J.  F.  Alarshail,  which  firm 
st'.od  until  i8o.p  when  Air.  Aynes  O'mlucted  the 
Imsines.s  alone  until  181(7.  The  .\yne.s  Tfi-y 
("li.iiiils  t.’ompany  was  organize<l  in  K;on  and  he 
was  diosen  presirlent  and  manager  of  the  con- 
cern and  its  business  affairs. 

Air.  .Nyites  1iel|>ed  org.'mizc  the  Jackshoro  Alill 
and  Elevator  Cr>ni|'iany  and  ha.s  lieen  its  .secre- 
t;ir%  ever  since.  He  holds  stock  in  the  concern 
and  als.)  in  the  I ;r-t  National  Rank  of  ]acks- 
iioro,  which  was  orgatiizerl  fifteen  years  ago, 
,'uk!  Mr.  ,\vnes  w,as  elected  one  of  its  directors 
and  has  ser\ed  in  that  capacitv  continually  to  the 


present  time.  C)ther  enterprises  looking  toward 
the  gooii  of  tlte  town  and  county  have  received 
.sub.staiitial  encouragement  at  his  hands  and  his 
material  supjiort  of  the  Presbyterian  church  of 
Jackshoro  is  a factor  toward  its  permanency  in 
the  town.  He  liolds  a membership  in  this 
chiUrch  and  also  in  the  Pythian  Knights  of  the 
city. 

Alarch  23,  188S,  Mr.  Ayne.s  married  Afiss 
Kale  WollTarth,  a dangliter  of  Edward  Wolf- 
farlh.  for  in.'tny  years  a military  guide  at  Fort 
Richardson,  later  county  clerk  of  die  county,  and 
who  died  Iiere  in  1898  at  .>cvcnty  years  of  age. 
He  was  a New  York  man  am!  a veteran  of  the 
Alcxican  war  and  served  in  the  Federal  army 
m.iriy  years,  Mr.  AVolffarth  married  at  Fort 
I.lclknap  Miss  Chattie  .Sanders  and  the  eleven 
children  resulting  all  grew  uii.  Air.  and  Afrs. 
Aynes’  chiklren  are:  Hattie,  .Annd.  David  Ed- 
ward. Alaric  and  Edna. 

F.  E.  AlcKEAs'ZIE  is  vice-president  of  the 
City  National  llanlc  .at  Colorado,.  Texas,  and  a 
man  who  has  won  an  cnvi.able  position  in  finan- 
cial circles,  lie  is  of  .Scotcli  de.scent,  living  de- 
scended from  one  of  three  brothers  who  emi- 
grated from  .Scotland  to  New  A’ork  and  .settled 
at  Fort  I Icnry,  Essex  county,  in  the  Empire 
-Slate,  in  ilie  eighteenth  century,  (due  of  these 
brothers  remained  in  New  A'ork  and  some  of  hi.s 
descendants  are  still  in  that  locality.  One  of  the 
hrotliers  went  to  the  Briti.sli  pos,‘iessious  in  the 
northwest  and  was  die  discoverer  of  the  AIc- 
Kenzic  river.  The  third  bnithcr  emigrated 
simthward  and  all  trace  of  him  was  lost.  The 
one  who  settled  in  the  Empire  .state  w-as  William 
McKenzie.  Among  his  grandsons  was  John 
McKenzie,  the  gruadfaiher  of  onr  subject.  John 
.McKenzie  .served  as  a soldier  in  the  war  of  1812, 
He  was  a tavern  keeper  wlm  conducted  a “way- 
side  inn”  and  became  well  known  in  his  locality 
in  New  AAu'k. 

( )iic  of  his  sr.iis  was  D.  Lafayette  ATcKenzie, 
bc>rn  in  E.vsex  county,  New  ATirk.  in  1827.  When 
seventeen  \ cars  e4'  age  he  left  home  and  went  to 
Illinois  to  Seek  his  fortune.  He  was  a poor  hoy 
and  worked  by  the  niontli  at  fanning.  Settling 
in  W hiteside  county,  bis  financial  conditions 
were  cventuallv  imj.mned  and  lie  was  able  to 
carry  on  fanning  <'n  his  own  account,  continu- 
ing his  residence  in  that  comitv,  with  a brief  ex- 
ception, up  tfi  the  time  of  his  death  on  the  iQth 
of  Novcrnlicr,  1870.  He  vva.s  in  Colorado  in 
1859  during  tlic  Pike's  Peak  rush,  and  in  tlte 
year,s  1870-74  he  also  lived  in  Colorado,  lie 
1832  he  had  married  Lucia  AV.  llrewcr,  of  Puri 
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tan  descent,  who  wa.s  born  in  IMassachu.sctts, 
December  23,  1835,  and  died  in  Colorado.  Texas, 
November  13,  HDS,  having  made  licr  home  with 
her  .son,  F.  E.  .McKenzie,  She  had  four  sons: 
Nathan  L..  who  was  born  Octpijer  28.  1S53,  and 
is  engaged  in  farming  and  the  rai.sing  of  Short- 
horn cattle  in  Lebanon,  .Missouri;  Jred  E.,  of 
this  review ; J.  Cle.sson  who  was  burn  October 
If),  i860,  and  is  a retired  farmer  , residing  at 
/Miita,  Iowa ; and  Wallace  L.,  who  was  born  Jan- 
uary 8.  i86c),  and  is  living  in  \'enion  county. 
MivS.souri.  ,\11  are  well-to-do  and  jtleasantly'  lo- 
cated in  life. 

Fred  Egbert  iVIcKenzic  was  born  in  Whiteside 
county,  fllinois.  Cictober  27,  1858.  and  spent  his 
Ixn  hood  days  on  hi.s  father’s  farm  o.ntil  ten  years 
of  age,  V, hen  on  account  of  the  mother's  and  his 
own  ill  health  the  faniilv  removed  to  the  .state 
of  Colorado.  k)cating  at  I..aa  .\nimas.  Bent 
county,  where  they  remained  for  four  vear.s. 
During  tliat  time  T'Ted  McKenzie  worked  with 
cattle,  hi.s  father  being  in  the  stock  business.  He 
thus  regained  liis  health  and  has  never  known 
what  it  i.s  to  be  ill  since.  Fie  was  in  the  saddle 
and  wa.s  outdoor.s  day  and  night,  and  he  thus 
gained  a ta.stc  of  the  kind  of  life  that  proved  the 
lodeslone  that  drew  him  to  Texas,  Sub.sequently 
he  returned  to  Illinoi.s,  where  he  wfrkeci  on  a 
farm  and  attended  school,  being  mostly  in  a dis- 
trict school  save  for  a period  of  si.x  months  spent 
in  EcUvards  Seminai  v at  Sterling,  Illinois. 

In  IMarch,  1881,  Mr.  IMcKenzie  strived  in 
Te.xas  and  for  eighteen  months  remained  in 
Cooke  county,  after  which  he  went  to  Tom  Green 
county  ami  was  upon  the  range  with  herd  cattle. 
He  had  a little  money  when  he  came  here,  which 
he  invested  in  cattle  in  connection  with  Hollo- 
way lit  F'ritz.  He  also  worked  for  that  firm,  tak- 
ing care  of  their  c.attle  in  connection  with  his 
own,  I'or  twelve  months  he  occupied  that  posi- 
tion and  then  sold  out  his  interests  in  connection 
with  that  firm  and  entered  upem  an  independent 
business  venture.  He  bought  ca.slern  c:ittle  which 
he  turned  loose  in  Mitchell  county  and  he  has 
since  lieen  located  there.  Fie  ran  tlie  cattle  on 
the  open  range  until  the  fall  of  1884,  when  tlie 
country'  begun  to  be  claimed  and  fenced,  and  lie 
therefore  purcha.scd  and  lea.scrl  IweiiU  sections 
of  land.  This  he  fenced  and  still  controls  it,  the 
ranch  lying  in  the  southeast  comer  of  Mitchell 
county.  In  i8f>)  he  built  a house  in  Colorado 
and  m the  spring  of  1900  traded  it  to  B.  Rob- 
ertson for  a place  coin[irising  nineteui  Inimlrcd 
and  twenty  acre.s  about  two  miles  from  the  town. 
Here  he  made  his  home  until  October.  1005,  when 
he  sold  that  residence  and  again  took  up  his 


abode  in  Colorado.  In  his  lin.sincss  affairs  he 
ha.s  been  very  succe.s^fnl,  maniiesting  imtiring 
diligence  and  keen  di.scriminalion.  His  c.xperi- 
ence  told  him  that  the  country  needed  a better 
grade  of  cattle,  and  recognizing  the  fact  that 
improved  short-horns  are  superior  to  all  other 
breeds  he  hegmii  raising  cattle  of  that  kind  and 
todai  has  as  goo<l  a hunch  ()f  registered  .short- 
horn cattle  as  can  he.  found  in  tlie  country.  He 
pa.is  considerable  attention  to  breeding  and 
makes  a dose  studv  of  the  nv'eds  of  cattle  and  of 
the  best  kinil.s  for  the  country.  He  is  likew  i.se  a 
ineiiiber  of  the  ..\merican  Shoit-horn  Breeders’ 
.A.s.sociation  and  the  National  Live  Stock  .\sso- 
ciation.  His  entire  business  career  h.as  been 
marked  by  progress  and  he  savs  this  i.s  as  abso- 
lutely essential  in  the  cattle  industry  as  in  any 
other  line  of  hu.sine.ss  acli\  ity.  In  this  matter 
of  breeding  it  is  impossible  to  stand  .>till  and  the 
moicvnent  i.s  either  foiward  or  backward.  One 
sh(,,)uld  as  constantly  strive  for  the  ideal  in  that 
resjiect  as  in  any  other,  and  in  Texas  tliere  has 
been  an  urgent  demand  ihroughoui  the  state  for 
new  blood  in  order  to  raise  the  grade  of  the 
range  stock.  This  demand  has  been  met  and  to- 
day Texas  carries  tiff  the  leading  prizes  at  the 
principal  live-stock  .shows  of  the  cotmtry.  This 
is  the  result  of  the  intelligent  introduction  of 
registered  .slock  upon  the  plains  and  JMr.  ItlcKen- 
zie  has  done  not  a little  toward  producing  tins 
result. 

The  IMitchell  County  F'air  .As.sociation  was  or- 
ganized in  Mav,  i<>o3.  with  a capital  stocit  of 
five  thousand  dollars.  They  purchaseil  a tract  of 
land  near  Colorado  .and  the  as.m>ciation  has  its 
affairs  in  good  running  order  witli  F.  E.  Mc- 
Kenzie a.s  president  ; [ ).  \V,  Allen.  \ icc-presi- 
<lent : George  B.  Root,  .secret.ary,  and  Brtiok.s 
Bell,  treasurer.  The.se  four  gentlcini.n  wiili  tlie 
addition  of  lien  \'aiiTvle  constitute  the  lioard  of 
directors.  The  as.sociatioii  h.as  done  much  to 
stimulaie  a jiride  among  stock-raissrs  111  produc- 
ing high-grade  cattle.  The  sliort-horns  are  the 
uklest  of  jmre-hred  cattle  in  the  world.  They 
are  e.attle  of  fjreater  .size  and  when  chosen  for 
the  range  are  thick -incated  and  are  equal,  if  not 
Ix-tter.  than  any  other  lireed.  Air.  McKenzie 
has  given  a great  deal  of  attention  to  all  kinds 
of  beef  breeds  and  is  well  aa]uainlcd  with  their 
resjiective  merits.  It  is  hi.s  experience,  how  ever, 
tlial  short  horns  are  he.-t  adapted  for  thi.-,  coun- 
try and  he  is  regarded  as  authority  upon  the 
snbiect  cT  >horthorn  cattle.  While  recognized 
as  a leading  represemavive  of  the  cattle  industry 
of  Mitchell  count)  Mr.  .McKenzie  lias  also  ex- 
tended his  eff'.irts  to  other  lines  and  is  now  prom- 


574 


HISTC'RY  Oi'  X<:4RTH  AXD  WEST  TEXAS. 


Hunt  ill  financial  circles.  Me  was  one  of  the  or- 
<'f  the  I'ity  Xaiioiial  Bank  in  igoo  and 
for  tiie  jiast  four  tears  ha-  been  it-,  vicc-prcsi- 
•k-nt.  The  ii'stilutron  has  a capita!  -took  of  'i.xly 
thou.-an.i  'lullars.  with  a surplus  of  tt\  clve’tlti  >u- 
sand  ilollai''.  and  a gciu-ral  bankin"  business  is 
conducted,  the  institution  bcinjr  regankil  as  one 
oi  the  safe  and  reliable  financial  concerns  of  this 
part  of  the  state. 

,\;r,  .McKenzie  w a.s  married  in  iSi.io  to  A>i>s 
i.  clia  Meteher  of  ('.  .lorado,  a daughter  of  J.  D. 
i'letclK  r and  a native  of  .'>1.  ( 'hark  s.  Missouri. 
Tlie_\  hat  c an  afl...])ted  daughter,  llazt  l.  wlio  was 
boni  January  i p iSgo. 

Ft'i'  fifteen  vears  .Mr.  McKenzie  has  been  a 
.Mason  and  has  taken  the  l<o\al  .\reh  degree,  his 
menil  ershi|i  being  at  t'olorado.  ,A\  i(k!_\  recog- 
nized. ,is  a man  of  ,g’.od  liusiness  abilitt  ami  un- 
failing enterprise,  Air.  .McKenzie  has  maile  for 
!iinise!i  a notable  jilaee  as  a representative  tif  the 
cattle  dealing  and  financial  interests  of  Miididl 
counit.  He  is,  inoreo\i  r,  a gentleman  of  genial 
manner,  wfiose  unfailing  conrtest  and  deierenee 
for  tin  opinions  ni  others  have  gained  for  hint  a 
high  place  ill  the  public  re.gaivj  and  won  for  liiin 
the  fritnd.ship  of  many  wiih  whom  lie  has  come 
in  ci.'iuaci 

aMITL  D.WTD  TIinAIPSOX.  The  fruit 
and  imrscr}  industr)  of  Memiague  countv  is  an 
inii'OrtaiU  one.  and  it  is  vu.rtliily  represented  liy 
the  Bowie  gemleni.an  w hose  name  imrodnees  this 
biographical  rmiicc.  Market-gardening  nirms  a 
C' nisiiicuous  feature  of  his  in-seas'iri  production, 
and  his  Imle  farm  in  the  subnrbs  of  the  metropo- 
lis of  M'Mitagnc  countv  funii.sh  a lieautiful,  invit- 
ing and  entertaining  sj,f,t  for  the  hortictiliurisr 
during  the  growing  and  fruiting  seasims  of  the 
3 e.ir. 

\s  a “tree  man"  Air.  Tlicintp.son  is  pnrdy  a 
Tesas  protluct.  but  his  connection  with  the  busi- 
ness dates  from  so  earh'  a time  tliat  it  will  not  he 
ariii-s  to  refer  ti'  him  as  a pioneer.  \\  hen  he  v.a  iit 
to  A\  etitherford.  in  w itl'i  his  limited  ctqiital 

lie  j'urchase.i  ten  acres  of  land  near  the  city  and 
embarked  in  market-gardening,  and.  incidentally, 
tile  gr.'.wing  of  fruit.  Mis  first  etlorts  were  so 
encouraging  tliat  he  came  to  consider  himself 
pevmanCiitlA'  in  tlie  business,  and  when  he  sedd 
hi^  Htrlc  place,  after  fifteen  years  rd  identit'.  with 
it,  .in<i  located  in  Bowie,  it  was  stiih  the  intuition 
of  exj'-muling  his  Imsincs.s  in  man}'  ilircctic'n.s  and 
makiug  a nurser}'  a pronhneiit  and  leading  fcat- 
iir<  iiis  vocatiem. 

i b.-  iri-giind  purchase  at  Rowie  w as  an  orclitird 
tract  r f t',vent\'-iwo  and  a half  acres  which,  owing 


to  prosjierity  during  the  lapse  of  years,  has  come 
to  he  forty-six  and  a half  acres,  h'pon  thi.s  he 
has  built  a retail  and  a wholesale  trade  of  con- 
si<!erahle  prelentions,  his  shipping  point.s  being 
into  the  Territor\,  ( dklahoina,  .Xew  Mexico  and 
Te.xas,  and. his  home  market  ci mqiri.se.s  patrons 
from  inaiiv  siinoiin<ling  counties,  fdis  inelhods 
have  ever  withstoml  iln-  ,scriitin\  of  time  and  a 
never-tailing  jiraetice  to  deal  fairly  with  all  lias 
giwii  him  a w i.lesfiread  confidence  and  is  the  real 
key  to  his  success. 

Mr.  'riiomjtson  came  to  Te.xas  from  Maury 
countv,  Tennessee,  and  reaeheil  Dallas  December 
2,  i(Sy2,  lie  had  passed  three  years  in  the  Ten- 
nessee home  lie  had  just  left,  en.ga.ged  in  milling 
on  (Aartcr's  creek,  near  the  Columbia  and  X’ash- 
ville  [like.  BIc  went  to  Maury  countv  from  Hen- 
derson count}  . Tennessee,  where  the  dosing  vears 
of  his  votith  were  passed  and  where  his  entry  into 
the  Service  fd  the  Confederacy,  as  a S'vldier  took 
place.  He  was  born  in  Giles  county.  Tennessee. 
Dccomhcr  2<t.  iBif.  and  livei]  there  till  fourteen 
years  of  age.  His  father  Inn-ing  died  and  hi.s 
mother  remarried,  he  accomjianied  his  new  father 
and  the  family  into  Hemlerson  countv,  and  in  tins 
an  I I files  county  the  rural  schools  eoinnioit  to  liis 
da\  provided  him  with  an  education. 

Harvey  .Anderson  Thompson  was  our  .subject's 
father.  He  was  a teacher  and  wa.s  |ireparing  for 
the  ministry  at  his  rleath  in  iBgB.  wlien  tibout 
thirty  years  old.  He  was  born  in  1B14,  in  X’orth 
("'andiiia,  and  was  a son  of  Jaine.s  Thoni])St)n, 
who  migrated  to  A\'e.st  Tennessee  and  died  there 
about  as  a fanner,  at  nearly  one  hundred 

w ars  of  age.  'Fhe  Thompson  ancestrv  traces  back 
to  the  Scotch-Irish  and  the  family  was  founded 
in  the  United  .States  h}-  the  great-grandfather 
of  our  sUitject,  who  took  his  family  from  Xorth 
Can.'lina  after  the  Rewdutiouar}-  A^’ar — in  which 
it  is  thought  he  ]>artici])ated  as  a (Aontinental  sol- 
4ier — and  .settled  in  Aliddk-  Tennessee,  finally  re- 
ntoving  to  West  Tennessee,  where  he  died. 

(Anr  suhjeet's  mother  was  Alary  E.  Shields,  a 
(l;mgliter  of  James  Leander  and  .Annie  fKingl 
.Shields,  who  were  tlie  j>arents  of  thirteen  chil- 
dren. .After  the  death  of  her  first  Imsbanri  Mary 
E.  Thompson  married  James  AI.  Jolinson,  who 
]Tir>ved  into  Gibson  count}',  Tennessee,  at  tlie  ckise 
of  die  war  and  tsa.s  a farmer  there  .some  twenty 
w ars.  She  w as  the  mother  of  onh'  two  surviving 
children.  Tames  T...  of  Itallas,  Tex.,  and  Samuel  D. 
I'hompson  of  Bowie.  .A  daughter  by  Air.  Joltn- 
son  v.as  !>orn,  grew  and  married,  but  died  with- 
out i-sue.  Mrs.  Johnson  died  in  Henderson  cotm- 
tv,  l'fnnes>ee.  in  at  the  age  of  sevent}'-two 

vears. 
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Samuel  D.  Tliouipsoii's  first  iniporlant  life- 
event  wa.s  liis  enli.stnient  in  the  army  at  Spring- 
Hill,  Tennessee,  in  1863.  Company  F,  Ninth  Ten- 
nessee  Cavalry,  wa.s  hi.s  commanrl,  and  he  saw 
service  in  Tennessee.  Alabama  and  Georgia  under 
General  Forrest,  and  his  fir.st  fight  -u-as  at  Thottip- 
son's  Station.  He  was  with  the  squad  which  cap- 
tured Cohaiel  .StP'aighr  and  helped  guard  the  pris- 
oners after  the  .Straight  raiders  were,  taken  in. 
Fie  was  in  the  battle  of  Chickamau.ga  and  w-as 
with  General  Longstreet's  arniv  besieging  Knox- 
ville. He  was  in  the  .Atlanta  campai.gn  and  took 
part  in  many  engagements  leading  to  the  evacu- 
ation of  .Atlanta  and  went  hack  into  Tennessee 
with  Hood'.s  army  to  Franklin  and  Nashville,  and 
when  the  war  ended  he  surrendered  at  Gaines- 
ville, Alaljama.  and  returned  home,  not  yet  twen- 
ty-one year.s  old. 

Alilhvrighting  was  .Mr.  Thompson's  first  work 
after  tlic  war.  He  was  ])aid  eighteen  (kdlars  a 
month  for  his  ,-^ervices.  and  the  wt>rk  was  so 
agn:eat)le  and  .v.)  remunerative  that  he  eominued 
it  for  several  years,  'fhis  work  led  him  into  gen- 
eral carpenter  wa>rk.  and  e\-en  after  he  l)eeame  a 
citizen  of  Texas  he  earned  his  living  with  his 
tools,  doing-  his  last  work  as  a mechanic  in  the 
city  of  Dallas  in  1876.  From  then  to  hi.s  <l(-ji.irture 
for  Weatherford  he  was  associated  with  his 
brother  in  the  grocery  business  in  Dallas,  then 
launching  his  market-gardening  career. 

Mr.  Thomjison  -was  first  married  in  Dallas  in 
October.  i87<>,  his  wife  being  Fannie,  a daughter 
of  Merry  Mallard,  originally  from  Kentucky, 
Mrs.  Thomp.son  died  in  V\Yatherfi-)r<l  in  18. ji,  be- 
ing the  mother  of;  I’t-rry  S.,  Denver.  Colorado; 
.Addie  F...  a teacher  of  the  futhlic  schools,  wItj 
fini.shed  her  education  in  the  Denton  Normal 
School:  Fmma  M..  a teacher  in  Maiiguin,  (..•'kl.a- 
homa.  prepared  for  her  work  in  the  State  Cniver- 
sity  of  Te.xas ; Samuel  D.,  Jr.,  .Mattie  1,.  and 
Harvey.  Decemlier  j8.  1809.  Air.  ThonijiS'in  mar- 
ried, in  AVise  countv.  Miss  Juliet  .M.  ( jreen,  a 
daughter  of  Fink-x-  Green,  fr'>;n  Alissotiri,  where, 
in  Clinton  comitv.  Mrs.  Tluinip^on  wa.s  horn. 

In  his  ])olitioal  Itelief  Mr,  Thonip.-on  is  a I>em- 
oentt.  but  he  holds  to  party  candi<laies  only  in 
state  ami  national  elections,  reserving  the  right 
to  vote  for  the  candidate  of  his  choice  in  local 
affairs.  All  his  ancestors  were  Frestn  terians  and 
for  tt\ cnl_\ -fj ve  \ear>  lie  lias  taken  an  acti\e  ]i;u  t 
in  the  W'l-irk  of  the  .spiritual  betterment  td  human- 
ity, He  is  an  elder  oi  the  Mow  ie  Preslivtcrinn 
church  and  maintains  himself  a straightforward, 
upright  and  hom.>rahle  citizen.  Air.  Thompson 
raises  all  kinds  of  fruit  that  will  grow--  in  this  jtart 
of  the  state. 


a7.s 

i iv  A NK’  1 0 1 1 ,\ SI  >N.  (')n  the  roster  of  county 
ofilcia!.-  in  .Milciiel!  countr  apjxear.v  llie  name  of 
Frank  |V■lm.^^■)^  who  is  holding  the  office  of 
sheriff  and  discharging  its  diitii.’--  without  fear 
or  favor.  He  makes  in  (.‘olorado,  the 

county  seat,  avul  dates  his  residence  in  Texas 
from  1S70.  He  was  horn  in  Hartsville,  Tenne.s- 
■sec.  Febrnaiw  S His  failier,  Xtqioleon  11. 

Johnstni.  w.is  -t  nati’ye  ctf  Kentucky  and  when  a 
yenmg  ir;.in  removed  to  Ti-nnessee.  where  he  was 
mraried  to  ,\!iss  .'>arali  W ilium;,.,,  who  was  Imni 
in  that  stale.  He  w-as  a nrinter  hv  trade  and 
resided  in  Tennessee  until  1870.  when  he  came 
to  Te.xas,  lor.'iling  in  \\  eatlicrfonl,  where  lie  was 
connected  wilh  one  of  the  first  ne-w  s]utpt;rs  cs- 
tabli.shed  in  th;tt  section  of  the  stale.  1'he  ci-nn- 
try  was  iifiv  ;ind  sj  arsch  settled  and  the  Indians 
vct're  nuire  tuiinerous  th.ui  the  white  settlers,  and 
frequent Iv  occasioned  considerahle  tp'uh'.e  to  the 
pioneers  w ho  were  .-irtemirtiiig  U > plant  ilu  see<l.s 
of  civilization  on  the  wesurn  pl;inis.  For  twenty 
years  Air.  Johnson  served  a-  |)(.i^imaster  of 
A ealliev  foi  d and  v.  ;ts  one  of  its  honored  ami  rt- 
sjK'cted  citizens,  liis  labors  eontrihuting  in  sub- 
slantial  measui  e to  the  grow  lb  and  iinprotement 
of  that  place.  He  dud  about  181.18  ;ui'i  Iffs  w idiAv 
i^  still  living  in  Weatheriord.  In  tluir  fairiil}- 
were  eight  cliildren : Frank;  Walter;  S:i;iu!el, 

t'harlie;  Hurt:  I’earl;  Stella;  :md  Joint, 

] raids  luhnson  wns  onlv  a -war  <)lvi  when  his 
tiarenis  reiiiovcfl  to  'j'e.xas.  so  that  to  all  praetic.a) 
purposes  he  is  a native  I e-\ati,  lie  was  r(-;ired 
in  \\  eathertord  ami  when  old  eni.a.igh  to  assist 
liis  fatlier  entered  the  po.stcffiice.  He  also  at- 
tende<l  the  ]>ub!-e  scliool.s  of  that  town,  ac(|uiring 
a grm  1 practical  edueaticiii.  and  at  the  age  of 
ei.ghteen  \'eyrs  he  k-u  home  aitd  went  to  Cali- 
loniia,  six-ndiiig  two  year-  on  the  Irieific  coast. 
Returning  on  the  ex|jinitioii  of  that  period  io 
Texas,  lie  became  c<>Ilcct'>r  in  the  cnniirw  rn  11, 
Hill  N t'oinpany  of  Dalles  and  'Ub-ei|U(. nilv  I'e- 
niovcff  to  Haski  ll,  Texas.  whe"t  h,'  -pent  the 
greater  |)ari  of  the  succeeding  vtititer.  He  next 
made  his  wav'  'lO  E-puela.  then  the  county  scat 
of  Dickeiis.  eouiuv.  aii..l  while  ther-e  recei’ced  the 
.ai>['oiutnieni  rg'  dtjuitv  couiUv  and  dotrict  clerk. 
He  was  absci  the  1ir;st  postmaster  of  -lie  town  and 
?ollo\viu,g  the  retirement  from  the  cle'k's  'ifiice 
he  was  atq-'ointtd  deputv  sheriff  ;ind  wa-  c.oselv, 
actively  and  hclpfullv  conuecteil  vGth  numy  of  the 
official  duties  that  were  transacted  in  the  court- 
house. He  likewise  ctiga.gcd  in  merchai;,iising 
in  I-'-puela,  eondueting  I'ardware  and  furni- 
ture store-  in  connection  with  S.  ( i.  ]'!■  ,,  ,p  under 
the  firm  name  of  Flook  N Jcihuson.  Ik  later 
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sC'l'J  his  i:7tert'St  to  his  partner  and  began  work 
upun  tile  .Spur  ranch  in  Dirkens  county.  I.ater 
bt-  was  solicited  to  enter  the  sheriff’s  office  in 
Kent  count}  and  sub.sctjuenilv  was  appointed 
ranger  and  inspector  of  the  Cattle  Raisers'  .Vs- 
suciation  for  the  northwest  district  of  Texas.  He 
wr.rked  at  this  for  several  years  and  about  the 
time  he  left  that  iiusitioti  he  purchased  a ranch 
in  Kent  o-unty,  wliich  he  conducted  for  a time. 
C'n  .selling  out  he  was  appointed  cattle  in.spector 
for  the  Live  Stock  Sanitary  Board  with  head- 
quarter.s  at  Claireniont.  the  county  .seat  of  Kent 
county,  and  afterward  tva.s  transferred  under  the 
.same  management  lc>  Snider.  Scurry  euiuiU.  He 
received  ajipointment  to  the  position  of  special 
(lejiuly  sheriff  of  Scurry  count}-  and  later  wa.s 
moved  by  llic  Ixiard  to  Colorado.  In  the  latter 
city  he  formed  a pannership  with  Dr.  W.  K. 
Lewis  in  tlie  live-.sUick  commission  business  ami 
wa-s  reappionited  ranger  here  and  aKo  depute 
slicnn'  of  iUiichell  count} . (dii  the  u>ih  c»f  Au- 
gust, u>oi.  he  received  appointment  to  the  office 
of  .sheriff  to  fill  oiit  the  miexpire<l  term  of  L.  W. 
Delling,  resigned.  He  has  twice  been  elected 
to  tin-  office  since  that  time,  in  the  year  and 
again  in  1904.  During  all  the  period  of  his  ma- 
jority he  has  been  in  office,  discharging  .some 
duty  of  fjublic  ami  has  ever  been  most  lc>yal 

to  the  responsibilities  that  have  devolved  upon 
him. 

Mr.  Johnson  was  married  in  181:15  to  Itliss 
Mattie  E.  Durrett,  a native  of  Alason  county, 
Illinois,  and  a daughter  of  .\.  K.  Durrett.  Thev 
now  have  a daughter  and  a sou;  Dot,  born  July 
eS,  !.</:>! ; ami  Roy.  born  Septemlier  27,  is>o5. 

Mr.  JHinscMi  tv's  mfule  a .Mason  in  Snvdcr, 
Scurry  county,  abcait  ei.ght  \-cars  ago  and  has  at- 
tained to  the  Knight  Teni|>lar  degree.  He  has 
also  taken  tlic  various  degrees  of  (Jdd  Fellcwv- 
shifi,  inclmiiiig  thu.se  of  the  eiicampiTieut  and  the 
Rel'ckah  lodge,  aiiil  he  likewise  belongs  to  the 
Knights  of  IMhias,  the  Led  'Men.  the  Elks  am! 
the  Eastern  Star,  in  all  of  which  he  is  recognised 
as  a lalued  reiiresemative  and  ha.s  gained  many 
warm  friviids  among  his  brethren  of  the  frater- 
niiies.  Alihougli  \et  in  the  prime  of  life  Mr. 
Johnson  has  passed  tfirough  main-  thrilling  ex- 
periences. more  than  falls  to  the  lot  of  the  aver- 
age man.  He  is  one  of  the  lie.st  known  sheriffs 
in  the  state,  having  the  reputation  of  being'  one 
of  the  most  cipahle  officers  that  has  ever  filled 
this  import.int  po.sition.  1 !is  life  has  largely  been 
sjHTit  on  the  froiiiier,  ami  in  the  di.schnrge  of  liis 
duties  he  has  i-.i4limcs  gone  to  jilaccs  <:>f  danger, 
practicallt  taking  his  life  ffi  his  own  hands,  liut 
he  has  never  falteretl  in  the  performance  of  anv 


duty,  and  on  the  contrary  has  displayed  marked 
bravery,  coolness  and  valor.  Tie  has  a host  of 
warm  friends  among  the  licst  citizens  of  the  state 
and  he  possesses  social  qualitie.s  that  have  en- 
deared him  to  the  great  majority  of  those  wnth 
whom  lie  has  come  in  contact. 

1’.  A.  TL\ZZARD,  who  is  tilling  the  position 
of  jiostmaster  at  Colorado,  Texas,  was  born  in 
Sccut.shiirg,  .Scutt  county,  Indiana,  on  the  i6th 
of  July,  i860.  His  father,  George  Hazzard,  was 
a native  of  Indiana  and  resides  in  Scort  county, 
liv'ing  ujicn  the  old  homestead  wdiere  he  was 
born.  It  was  originally  the  farm  of  his  father, 
WilliaiT!  Thomas  Hazzard.  a native  of  \’^irginia, 
his  birth  occurring  almost  on  the  bouiiadry  line 
between  tlie  Old  Dominion  and  West  Wrginia. 
George  Hazzard  became  a fanner  and  has  fol- 
lowed that  occiip.aiion  thrcnighont  his  entire  life. 
He  married  Harriet  Lester,  whose  birth  occurred 
in  the  town  of  Crothersville,  Jackson  countv,  In- 
<liaiia.  Her  father  was  engaged  in  merchandis- 
ing in  that  place  for  tliirtv  years.  To  Mr.  and 
iMrs.  George  Hazzard  were  Iioni  four  children, 
who  arc  vet  living,  a son  and  three  daughters, 
and  the  latter  are  residents  of  Sceitt  conn  tv,  In- 
diana. The  parents,  having  celebrated  their 
inan-iage  on  the  8th  of  November,  1855,  have 
now  been  married  for  a half  cenrur}-. 

I’rince  A.  Hazzard,  whose  name  introduces 
this  review,  was  reared  up>on  the  old  homestead 
farm  in  the  state  of  his  nativitv  and  acquired  liis 
education  in  the  schools  of  the  neighborliood.  He 
also  studied  bv  lamplight  in  his  own  room  after 
tlic  famil}  had  .retired  for  the  niglit,  for  matters 
of  education  were  c)f  deeij  interest  to  him,  and 
he  thu.s  well  qualified  himself  for  the  practical 
and  responsible  duties  of  life.  lie  left  home 
in  1878  at  the  age  of  seventeen  years  ami  went 
to  .Mtititicello.  Illinois,  w here  he  was  engaged  in 
clerking  in  a store  for  tw  o years.  He  then  spent 
a }car  as  a farm  hand  in  dial  localiu  and  in  Jan- 
iiarv,  i88i,  he  came  to  Texas,  making -the  jour- 
ue_\  liy  rail  as  far  as  .Millsaj).  just  west  of  the 
Brazos  river.  There  he  bought  a team  and  com- 
pleted the  trip  overland.  Colorado  at  that  time 
had  hut  one  store  of  an.v  account,  conducted  by 
Dunn  Coleman  & Company.  There  were  a few' 
settlers,  five  or  six  families  living  in  tents,  and 
the  surrounding  country  was  an  entirely  open 
range.  The  buffaloes  had  ju.st  been  extermin- 
ated a short  time  before  and  in  iheir  place 
grazed  a few  herd.s  of  cattle  and  horses.  Grad- 
ing on  the  railroad  was  tlien  being  done  hut 
even  that  wcirk  had  not  yet  reached  Colorado 
when  Mr.  Hazzard  arrived  here.  lie  soon  en- 
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tered  the  employ  of  Dunn  Coleman  & Company 
and  when  a postoffice  was  e.stablished  became  as- 
sistant postmaster.  The  postoffice  was  opened 
on  the  13th  of  April  1881,  with  A.  W.  Dunn 
as  postmaster  and  in  August  of  the  same  year 
Mr.  Hazzard  was  appointed  postrmister,  the  aj.)- 
pointment  coming  to  him  as  soon  as  he  had  at- 
tained his  majority.  He  served  in  that  capacity- 
until  1888,  when  on  account  of  ill  health  he  re- 
signed and  for  two  years  thereafter  was  engaged 
in  the  insurance  business.  In  1890  he  was  reap- 
pointed postmaster  and  served  for  five  y-earg, 
when  a change  of  administration  caused  him  to 
retire  from  office,  and  he  again  engaged  in  the 
insurance  busines.s.  In  July  , 1900,  he  was  once 
more  appointed  postmaster  and  has  filled  the  po- 
sition up  to  the  present  time,  proving  a most 
capable  officer,  being  prompt,  active  and  efficient 
in  tlie  discharge  of  his  duties.  When  he  arrived 
here  lands  could  be  purchased  from  fifty  to  sev- 
enty-five cents  per  acre  and  the  same  property 
is  now  worth  from  ten  to  fifteen  dollars  per  acre. 
Mr.  Hazzard  has  made  his  home  in  Colorado 
throughout  the  periorl  of  his  residence  in  Texas 
and  has  been  a witness  of  the  marvelous  grcnvth 
and  development  of  this  section  of  the  state  from 
a wild  and  unbroken  country  to  a region  of  rich 
fertility^  dotted  here  and  there  with  the  homes 
of  a contented  and  prosperous  people. 

On  the  26th  of  September,  1883,  Mr.  Hazzard 
was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Lillie  Field, 
who  was  bofn  in  Areola,  Louisiana,  a daughter 
of  George  Dana  Field.  She  was  reared  in  N^ew 
Orleans  and  came  to  Texas  in  November,  1881, 
with  her  motlier,  her  father  having  died  during 
her  early  girlhood,  and  cui  tlic  13th  of  February, 
1882,  she  became  a resident  of  Colorado.  To 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hazzard  have  been  born  three 
sons;  Herbert,  bom  Augu,st  24,  1884:  Lester, 
August  12,  1887;  and  one  died  in  infancy.  The 
parents  are  members  of  tlie  Presbyterian  church 
and  both  are  highly  esteemed  in  the  locality 
where  they'  have  now  long  resided.  Mr.  Hazzard 
is  a popular  jx>stmaster  and  has  won  high  com- 
mendation from  the  department  at  Washington. 
Many  important  duties  are  entrusted  to  his  care 
not  only  in  the  workings  of  the  Colorado  office 
but  also  in  the  promotion  of  the  government  mail 
service  in  otlier  jxiints  in  tlie  west.  A large 
quantity  of  mail  is  received  at  the  Colorado  of- 
fice, which  is  a distributing  point  for  an  e.xten- 
sive  section  of  country,  and  all  of  this  is  handled 
by  Mr.  Hazzard  with  the  greatest  accuracy  be- 
cause «of  his  long  connection  with  the  position 
and  his  fidelity  to  the  duties  that  devolve  upon 
him.  He  is  a man  of  unquestionable  integrity 


atid  of  unassailable  reputation  in  official  and  so- 
cial life  and  certainly'  well  deserves  mention  in 
this  volume. 

ULVSSES  S.  STEWART.  Ulysses  S.  Stew- 
art, vice-president  and  managing  officer  of  the 
First  .National  Bank  of  El  Paso,  was  born  in 
Leavenworth,  Kansas,  a son  of  S.  B.  Stewart, 
w’ho  was  bom  in  Indiana.  His  ancestral  his- 
tory', however,  is  one  of  close  connection  with 
Virginia.  The  father  became  a pioneer  settler 
of  eastern  Kansas,  removing  to  that  locality  a 
short  time  before  the  beginning  of  the  border 
warfare  and  the  Ouantrell  raids,  of  which 
events  he  was  a witness.  Subsequent  to  the 
close  of  hostilities  between  the  north  and  the 
south  he  removed  with  his  family  to  northern 
Colorado  and  is  now  living  in  Gillette,  that 
state.  He  was  among  the  prominent  and  influ- 
ential citizens  of  Leavenw'orth,  Kansas,  and  is 
remembered  by  many  of  the  old  settlers  there. 

Uh'sses  S.  Stewart  largely  acquired  his  edu- 
cation in  the  State  Agricultural  College  of 
Colorado,  being  ten  years  of  age  when  his 
family  removed  to  that  state.  The  year  1887 
witnessed  his  arrival  in  El  Paso,  and  in  1888 
he  entered  the  employ  of  the  First  National 
Bank,  since  which  time  he  has  figured  in  con- 
nection with  financial  interests  of  the  city'.  In 
1890  he  was  promoted  to  assistant  cashier,  was 
subsequently  chosen  cashier  and  is  now  vice 
president  and  managing  officer  of  the  hank. 
The  president  is  Joshua  S.  Raynolds,  of  the 
well  known  New  Me.xico  family  of  Raynolds, 
who  have  extensive  interests  in  that  territory, 
mainly  of  a banking  nature.  The  First  Na- 
tional Bank  was  founded  in  1881  by'  Jefferson 
Ray  nolds,  brother  of  the  present  chief  execu- 
tive of  the  institution.  The  First  National 
Bank  makes  a magnificent  showing  which 
clearly  points  not  only'  to  the  marvelous  suc- 
cess of  this  institution,  but  to  the  expansion 
of  many  operations  and  enterprises  in  the  city 
and  surrounding  territory.  In  the  vear  i88r 
El  Paso  was  beginning  to  assume  importance 
as  a commercial  center  and  a few  prominent 
business  men  determined  to  establish  a bank 
to  be  governed  by  the  banking  laws  of  the  na- 
tional government.  The  organization  was  ef- 
fected .-ind  with  a capital  of  fifty'  thousand  dol- 
lars the  First  National  Bank  in  El  Paso  opened 
its  doors  for  business  on  the  29th  of  May  of 
that  year  in  a small  adobe  building  on  San 
Francisco  .street,  then  the  principal  thorough- 
fare. Within  three  years  the  business  had  in- 
creased to  such  an  extent  that  the  corporation 
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vv.-is  forced  to  seek  larger  quarters  and  the  bank 
was  reinoved  to  the  corner  of  San  Antonio  and 
El  Pa.so  streets,  since  which  time  the  business 
has  been  greaily  enlarged,  while  the  capital 
was  increased  to  one  hundred  thousand  dollars, 
and  on  the  12th  of  August,  1901,  was  again 
doubled.  This  did  not  mark  the  last  step  in 
the  growth,  however,  for  on  the  3d  of  March, 
IQ04,  the  capitalization  was  increased  to  tliree 
hundred  thousand  dollars.  A general  banking 
business  is  conducted,  exchange,  both  foreign 
and  domestic  is  bouglit  and  sold  and  accounts 
are  kept  with  individuals,  firms  and  corpora- 
tions. United  States,  county  and  city  secur- 
ities are  handled,  together  with  corporation 
bonds,  and  the  bank  is  a depository  for  United 
States  disbursing  officers  and  is  also  a United 
States  depository  and  serves  in  this  capacity 
for  a number  of  banking  institutions  out  of  the 
city.  For  correspondents  it  has  the  strongest 
banks  of  ea.slern  cities  and  of  the  west,  as  well 
as  connections  which  .show  the  confidence  in 
which  the  bank  i.s  held  abroad.  It  also  has 
connections  tviih  the  leading  banking  institu- 
tions of  J.Iexico  and  special  attention  is  given 
to  the  handling  of  Alexican  silver  and  ex- 
change. The  [irinciple  of  the  ninnagemcnt  ha.s 
always  been  to  conduct  the  bank  upon  the  most 
liberal  lines,  consistent  with  conservative 
methe'ds  and  it  is  but  just  to  say  that  this 
spirit  and  liberality  have  clone  much  for  the 
upbuilding  of  this  section  of  the  state. 

Mr.  Stewart  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Agnes  Beattie,  of  a Virginia  family.  They 
have  four  children,  Aurgiriia,  Agnes,  Helen  and 
Robert.  Mr.  Stewart  is  recognized  as  one  of 
the  leading  spirits  in  the  life  of  El  Paso  and 
devotes  much  time,  energ-v  and  money  to  fur- 
thering the  interests  and  welfare  of  the  town, 
being  financially  intere.stcd  in  many  of  its 
leading  enterprises.  He  is  a prominent  mem- 
ber of  the  chamber  of  commerce  and  his  co- 
operation has  been  a valued  factor  in  main- 
lines of  substantial  development  and  improve- 
ment. He  possesses  untiring  cnergvn  is  quick 
of  perception,  forms  his  plans  readily  and  exe- 
cutes them  with  determination  and  with  a ca- 
pable management  that  cannot  fail  to  produce 
the  result  desired. 

CAPTAIN  PAT  DOLAN,  residing  in  Clint, 
Texas,  was  formerly  connected  with  cattle 
raising  interests  but  is  now  devoting  his  time 
and  attention  to  the  cultivating  of  fruit  and 
alfalfa  in  E!  Pas'i  comitv.  He  is  a native  of 
County  Roscommon,  Ireland,  and  came  to  the 


United  States  when  a young  child  with  his 
parents,  who  made  their  way  direct  to  Te.xas, 
settling  in  San  Antonio  in  December,  1852. 
His  father,  James  Dolan,  and  also  his  mother, 
were  natives  of  the  Emerald  Isle  and  died  in 
San  Antonio. 

Captain  Dolan  of  this  review  was  reared  in 
tliat  city,  dividing  his  time  between  play  and 
work  in  the  usual  manner  of  lads  of  the  period. 
In  war  times  he  was  still  a boy  but  he  had 
gi\  en  considerable  thought  to  the  question  of 
dissension  between  the  north  and  the  south 
and  decided  to  enlist  in  support  of  the  Union 
cause.  Accordingly  he  went  to  New  Orleans 
and  joined  the  Second  Texas  Cavalry  of  the 
Federal  army,  there  being  two  full  regiments 
of  Texans  in  the  L'nion  army  during  the  Civil 
war.  Colonel  E.  J.  Davis,  afterward  governor, 
was  commander  of  the  regiment  to  which  Cap- 
tain Dolan  belonged  and  which  was  attached 
to  the  Thirteenth  Army  Corp.s  under  General 
A.  M.  Gettv.  They  were  in  New  Orleans  dur- 
ing the  latter  part  of  Butler’s  occupancy  of 
tliat  city,  but  the  Second  Texas  Cavalry  was 
largely  engaged  in  service  in  Texas,  partici- 
pating in  the  campaigning  at  Brownsville.  On 
the  13th  of  May,  1865,  Captain  Dolan,  with  a 
number  of  others,  was  taken  prisoner  at 
White’s  ranch  near  Brown.svillc.  this  being  the 
last  battle  of  the  war.  the  forces  in  that  part 
of  the  state  having  not  yet  heard  of  Lee’s  sur- 
render. As  soon  as  the  information  of  the  sur- 
render was  received  Captain  Dolan  was  sent 
up  the  Rio  Grande  river  with  a flag  of  truce 
to  inform  the  difi’erent  comnianders.  He  re- 
mained in  service  until  November  10,  i8(55, 
when  he  was  mustered  out  at  Brownsville. 

Following  the  close  of  hostilities  Captain 
Dolan  spent  a short  time  at  his  home  in  San 
Antonio  and  then  went  to  LKalde  county, 
where  he  made  liis  home  for  sei  erai  years.  He 
tvas  the  only  “Yankee’’  elected  sheriff  by  that 
county  bv-  the  Confederacy  and  he  filled  the 
office  for  five  years.  Later  he  was  appointed 
lieutenant  of  Company  F of  the  Texas  State 
Rangers  by  Governor  Coke  and  subsequently 
was  made  captain  of  the  same  company.  He 
was  in  the  service  for  about  four  years,  trav- 
eling over  a large  stretch  of  country  from  the 
bead  waters  of  the  Nueces  and  Guadalupe 
rivers  to  the  Rio  Grande  river.  While  sheriff 
and  captain  of  his  company  of  rangers  Captain 
Dolan  never  killed  a man  nor  allowed  a man 
to  be  killed  in  his  presence — an  unusual  record 
for  those  day.s  in  view  of  the  notoriously  bad 
characters  and  the  desperadoes  with  whom  he 
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had  to  constant!}'  deal.  It  is  impossible  to 
overestimate  the  services  of  the  Rangers  of 
Texas  in  ridding  the  state  of  hardened  crim- 
inals and  protecting  the  settlers  from  Indians 
and  the  white  men  who  were  equally  untrust- 
worthy. 

Following  his  retirement  from  his  military 
office  Captain  Dolan  engaged  in  the  sheep  busi- 
ness in  Uvalde  county  and  later  turned  his 
attention  to  the  cattle  industry,  moving  farther' 
west  to  what  is  now  Jeff  Davis  county,  but 
was  then  a part  of  Presidio  county.  When', 
Jeff  Davis  county  wa.s  organized  he  was  elected 
county  assessor  and  later  was  sheriff  of  the 
same.  As  a cattle  man  he  became  familiar 
with  all  the  counties  of  western  Texas.  In 
March,  1905,  he  located  at  Clint.  El  Paso 
county,  purchasing  a nice  home  and  an  alfalfa 
and  fruit  ranch,  where  he  has  fine  fields  of  al- 
falfa and  well  kept  orchards  that  annually  re- 
turn excellent  crops.  Although  tliis  is  one  of 
the  choicest  districts  of  the  valley  the  business 
is  not  as  congenial  to  him  as  was  tlie  cattle  in- 
dustry and  he  contemplates  returning  to  cattle 
ranching,  having  purchased  the  necessary  land 
for  the  same  in  El  Paso  count)'. 

Captain  Dolan  was  married  in  Uvalde  county 
to  Miss  Maggie  J.  Cook,  and  they  have  five 
children;  H.  P.  and  Robert  Dolan.  Mrs.  Nora 
Funk,  Maggie  and  Alice  Dolan.  The  Captain 
has  ever  been  a man  of  firm  convictions  as  was 
displayed  by  his  service  in  the  Union  army  in 
the  Civil  war.  At  all  times  he  is  equally  loyal 
to  a cause  w'hich  he  espouses  and  in  business 
circles  he  has  made  an  excellent  reputation  for 
enterprise  and  reliability. 

JAMES  DAVID  AVIS  is  connected  with  a 
business  which  has  contributed  largely  to  the  wel- 
fare of  the  state  of  Te.xas  and  he  is  now  a prom- 
inent cattleman  of  Wichita  Falls  and  the  owner 
of  four  tliousand  acres  of  valuable  land,  much  of 
which  lies  in  Mhchita  county.  While  developing 
important  business  interests  he  has  also  been 
prominent  in  ciU’  and  county  affairs,  and  his  in- 
fluence has  been  a valued  element  in  promoting 
general  progress  and  improvement. 

Mr.  Avis  was  born  in  Montague  county,  Texas, 
in  1861,  his  parents  being  David  and  Mahala 
Catherine  (Webb)  Avis.  The  father,  a native  of 
Maryland,  removed  ■with  his  parents  to  Missouri 
in  his  boyhood  days  and  there  resided  until  he 
had  attained  early  manhood.  In  the  fifties  he 
came  to  the  Lone  Star  state,  established  his  home 
in  Montague  and  entered  upon  a mercantile  ca- 
reer that  brought  to  him  a high  and  gratifying 


measure  of  pro.sperity.  He  was  one  of  the  pio- 
neer residents  of  that  part  of  the  state  and  is 
well  remembered  by  the  early  .settlers.  The  old 
homestead,  which  is  still  in  possession  of  the 
family,  i.s  inst  west  of  the  court  house  at  Mon- 
tague and  stands  upon  ihe  site  of  the  little  log 
cabin  'vvhicli  wa.s  the  early  home  of  the  family  in 
Te.xas.  This  location  i.s  also  notable  from  the 
fact  that  the  homestead  was  turned  into  a fort 
for  defensive  purposes  against  the  Indians  dur- 
ing the  time  that  they  threatened  the  re.sidents  of 
iMontague,  the  fort  consisting  of  a stockade  eight 
or  nine  feet  high  built  around  the  place.  Mr. 
Avis  departed  this  life  at  the  old  home  in  1S73, 
aged  about  fifty-two  years,  honored  and  respected 
b)  all  who  knew  him.  His  widow,  who  was  born 
in  Missouri,  is  now  living  in  Wichita  Falls.  She 
became  the  wife  of  David  Avis  in  lilontaguc 
county  and  after  his  death  was  married  to  C.  C. 
White,  wlio  departed  this  life  in  Wichita  Falks  in 
Sefitembcr,  iStiG.  Mr.  \Wiitc  was  one  of  tlie 
wealtliiest  residents  of  this  city,  having  extensive 
mercantile  and  banking  interests.  He  also  made 
large  investments  in  cattle  and  as  a stockdealer 
became  widely  known.  He  was  married  to  Mr.s. 
Avis  in  Montague,  and,  with  their  family,  they 
removeil  to  Wichita  Falls  in  1S87.  Here  Mr. 
M'hite  organized  what  is  now  the  Kemp  Whole- 
sale Grocery  Company  and  developed  a business 
which  became  one  of  the  largest  and  mo.st  pros- 
perous in  Northwestern  Texas.  He  was  also  an 
officer  of  the  Panhandle  Ffational  Hank  and  was 
proprietor  of  a dry  goods  store  in  Wichita  Falls. 
He  was  the  promoter  of  many  local  industries 
and  contributed  in  large  measure  to  the  substan- 
tial upbuilding  and  material  improvement  of  the 
city,  and  he  was  widely  known  throughout  this 
part  of  the  .state  as  a dealer  in  cattle.  He  pos- 
sessed keen  business  disceriuncnt.  marked  enter- 
prise and  indefatigable  industr)-.  He  carried  for- 
ward to  succe.ssfiil  completion  whatever  he  un- 
dertook. 

Many  of  the  comforts  and  most  desirable  privi- 
leges of  life  were  to  be  enjoyed  in  the  home  in 
W'hich  James  David  Avis,  was  reared,  but  never- 
theless lie  was  in.structed  in  those  things  which 
tend  to  develop  a self-reliant  spirit  and  activity  in 
business  and  upon  his  own  labors  he  has  depended 
for  the  splendid  pro.sperity  w'hich  now'  crowns  his 
life  work.  His  youth  was  spent  upon  the  frontier 
with  typical  scenes  of  we.stcrn  life.  The  bound- 
less prairies  stretched  away  on  every  hand  and. 
while  excellent  opitortunities  were  thus  afforded 
to  cattle  men  and  agriciilturi.sts.  the  early  set- 
tlers also  had  to  endure  hardships  that  came 
through  the  depredations  of  the  cowbov's  and  red 
men  from  the  adjoining  Indian  Territory  and 
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Western  Texas.  From  his  early  youth  Mr.  .Avis 
has  been  connected  with  the  raisinq:  of  cattle, 
which  was  then  one  of  the  most  important  indus- 
tries of  the  state  and  has  always  been  a source  of 
large  revenue  to  Te.xas.  The  land  was  then  un- 
claimed by  individual  citizens  and  the  cattle  own- 
ers had  free  range  where  are  now  seen  prosper- 
ous citizens  and  highly  developed  farms.  Mr. 
.Avis  has  continued  uninterruptedly  in  the  busi- 
ness of  raising  and  selling  cattle,  save  that  for  a 
period  of  six  years,  front  i8rp  until  1896,  he  con- 
ducted a grocery  store  in  Wichita  Falls.  In  the 
year  in  which  the  town  and  county  were  organ- 
ized he  became  a resident  of  Wichita  Falls  and 
has  since  made  it  his  home.  He  was  thus  in  part- 
nership with  his  stepfather,  C.  C.  White,  and  al- 
though then  in  early  manhood  his  experiences 
from  boyhood  had  been  such  that  Mr.  AVhite  in- 
trusted him  with  the  management  of  his  im- 
portant cattle  interests.  At  the  time  of  his  arriv- 
al in  the  fall  of  1882  Mr.  .Avis  established  a camp 
on  Holiday  crcck  and  lived  throughout  the  win- 
ter in  a tent,  as  few  houses  had  as  yet  been  built. 
.As  his  financial  resources  have  increased,  he  has 
made  judicious  investment  in  land  and  is  today 
the  Owner  of  about  four  thousand  acres.  Of  this 
twenty-five  hundred  acres  is  on  one  tract  covering 
the  portion  of  the  southeastern  portion  of  AA^’ichi- 
ta  county  and  extending  into  Clay  county.  This 
is  largely  devoted  to  jiasturage  purposes  for  the 
cattle.  He  also  owns  two  separate  sections  near 
AA’ichita  Falls  on  the  south  in  the  irrigated  dis- 
trict, and  these  farms  are  devoted  to  general 
agrictiltural  pursuits,  including  the  raising  of 
wheat  and  alfalfa. 

In  public  affairs  Mr.  Avis  has  always  taken  an 
active  and  helpful  interest  and  has  been  the  cham- 
pion of  many  measures  which  have  fostered  pub- 
lic stability  and  substantial  progress.  AAHien  he 
was  but  eighteen  years  of  age  he  was  appointed 
deputy  sheriff  of  Montague  county,  occupying 
that  position  at  a time  when  the  duties  of  the 
office  were  often  hazardous.  He  is  now  a memher 
of  the  city  council  of  AVichita  Falls  and  in  this 
capacity  has  charge  of  the  plans  that  are  now  be- 
ing carried  out  to  grade  and  improve  the  streets 
of  the  city  and  establish  good  sidewalks.  He  w’as 
strongly  urged  to  become  a candidate  for  county 
ccmimissioner  upon  the  Democratic  ticket  and  is 
now  serving  in  that  position. 

At  Afontague,  Alarch  i,  1885,  Mr.  .Avis  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Minnie  Rush,  and  they 
have  a family  of  eight  children,  four  sons  and 
four  daughters.  In  his  fraternal  relations  Air. 
Avis  is  a Ma.son  and  has  attained  the  Knight 
Templar  degree.  Endowed  by  nature  with  a 
strong  character,  he  was  so  situated  in  his  child- 


hood that  his  latent  ])t)wers  were  dcvclop)ed  and 
strengthened  and  he  became  a successful  busi- 
ness man.  Today,  however,  he  is  not  more  hon- 
ored on  account  of  the  enviable  position  which  he 
occupies  in  business  circles  than  because  of  the 
upright  cemrse  vhich  he  has  ever  followed  in 
his  dealings  with  his  fellow  men  and  by  reason 
of  his  loyalty  and  progressivcncss  in  citizenship. 

AVI  LIT  AM  L.  GAVALTNY.  In  the  pioneer 
days  of  the  history  of  the  republic  of  Texas  the 
Gwaltny  family  was  established  here  and  AATl- 
liam  L.  Gwaltny  of  this  review  has  spent  the 
greater  part  of  his  life  in  the  Lone  Star  state. 
He  was  born  in  Posey  county,  Indiana,  July  29, 
18,54.  and  is  a son  of  John  and  Maty'  (AVylie) 
Gwaltny,  the  former  a native  of  North  Carolina 
and  the  latter  of  Indiana.  AAdien  a young  man 
the  father  made  his  way  westcrard  to  Indiana 
and  was  married  in  Posey  county,  where  he 
purchased  land  and  improved  a good  farm, 
establishing  his  home  near  Poseyville,  where  he 
remained  until  after  the  birth  of  all  of  his  chil- 
dren with  one  exception.  In  18,59  joined  a 
small  colonv  and  emigrated  with  horses  and 
wagons  to  the  republic  of  Texas,  arriving  in 
Fannin  county,  where  most  of  the  colony  made 
settlements.  Air.  Gwaltny  secured  a homestead 
claim  of  six  hundred  and  forty  acres,  which  he 
transfonned  into  a good  farm.  It  was  pleasantly 
located  on  Honey  Grove  creek  and  there  he  de- 
voted his  remaining  days  to  general  agricultural 
pursuits.  This  creek  was  named  by  David 
Crockett,  the  celebrated  pioneer  and  discoverer, 
because  of  the  great  number  of  bees  and  the 
large  amount  of  honey  found  there.  Mr.  Gwaltny 
became  a valued,  influential  and  prominent  rep- 
resentative of  the  county  and  was  a minister  of 
the  Primitive  Baptist  church.  His  political 
views  were  in  accord  with  the  principles  of 
Democracy  and  for  a number  of  years  he 
filled  the  office  of  justice  of  the  peace  and  coro- 
ner, but  was  not  an  active  politician  in  the  sense 
of  office  seeking.  lie  preferred  to  concentrate 
his  energies  upon  his  business  dealings  and  his 
church  work  and  he  successfully  carried  on  gen- 
eral farmin,g  and  stock  raising.  He  was  never 
known  to  take  advantage  of  the  necessities  of 
his  fellow  men  in  any  trade  transaction  and 
made  a reputation  which  was  unassailable  be- 
cause of  his  unfaltering  fidelity  to  all  that  is 
straightforward  and  honorable  in  man’s  relations 
with  his  fellow  men.  He  lived  here  in  pioneer 
days  when  the  Indians  of  the  western  part  of 
the  state  were  hostile.  They  once  advanced  to 
within  sixteen  miles  of  his  home  and  had  a 
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fight  at  the  block  house  of  Bailey  English, 
where  the  town  of  Burnham  has  since  been  es- 
tablished. Mr.  Gwaltny-  died  in  1859  at  the  age 
of  sixty-four  years.  He  was  a typical  Texas 
settler,  whose  hospitality  was  greatly  enjoyed 
by  many  friends  and  the  settlers  who  came  his 
way,  for  the  latch  string  was  always  out,  so  that 
his  neighbors  and  the  wayfarer  might  enjoy  the 
welcome  and  comforts  of  his  home.  No  charge 
w'as  ever  made  for  the  entertainment  of  the 
stranger,  as  he  took  great  delight  in  extending 
his  warm  hearted,  liberal  and  generous  hospi- 
tality. He  died  in  the  year  1859  at  the  age  of 
sixty-four  }'ears,  while  his  wife  passed  away  in 
1840.  She  belonged  to  an  honored  pioneer 
family  of  Posey  count}^  Indiana,  whose  repre- 
sentatives were  largely  devoted  to  farming  in- 
terests and  spent  the  greater  part  of  their  lives 
in  the  Hoosier  state.  The  members  of  the 
Wylie  family  were ; Thomas,  Light,  Luke  and 
Mrs.  Mary  Gwaltny.  Thomas  was  a steamboat 
man  on  the  Ohio  river  and  other  waterways  of 
that  part  of  the  state, 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  Gwaltny  had  a family  of 
seven  children : Nancy,  who  became  the  wife  of 
Isaac  McMinarry  ; Matilda,  the  wife  of  William 
Martin;  Anna  J.,  the  wife  of  S.  Allen;  William 
L.,  of  this  review;  Francis  M.,  who  served 
throughout  the  w’arof  the  rebellion,  taking  part 
in  fifty-six  battles,  in  one  of  which  he  was 
wounded ; George  W.,  who  died  while  in  the 
service  of  the  Confederacy  in  the  Civil  war; 
and  Sophronia,  who  was  born  in  Texas  and  is 
the  wife  of  H.  Whittenburg.  AU  were  married 
in  Texas. 

William  L.  Gwaltny  came  with  his  parents  to 
this  state  when  about  five  years  of  age  and  teas 
reared  to  manhood  on  the  old  homestead  farm 
on  Honey  Grove  creek.  About  the  time  he  at- 
tained his  majority  he  was  employed  at  the  car- 
penter’s trade  and  in  1857  he  married  and  set- 
tled upon  a farm,  devoting  his  energies  to  its 
cultivation  until  1862,  when  he  enlisted  in  the 
Confederate  servdcc  as  a member  of  Company 
D of  Stephenson’s  regiment.  The  company' 
was  commanded  by  Captain  Cobbs  and  he 
joined  the  command  in  Arkansas  and  serc'ed  in 
the  Trans-klississippi  department.  While  in 
the  Indian  Nation  he  was  detailed  for  shop  work 
at  Fort  Washitaw  repairing  wagons  and  other 
such  mechanical  work  as  needed  to  be  done. 
There  he  spent  seven  months  and  was  then  or- 
dered to  join  his  comimtud  in  Texas  but  again 
they  had  one  daughter,  Mrs.  Horten.=e  Glenn, 
he  was  detailed  for  shop  work  at  Bonliam,  where 
he  remained  for  four  months.  He  then  once 


more  joined  his  regiment  in  Louisiana  and  was 
at  the  battle  of  Perry  Grove,  Arkansas,  and  also 
the  fight  at  Yellow  Bayou,  Louisiana.  He  was 
never  wounded  nor  captured  and  was  at  Hous- 
ton, Texas,  when  Lee  surrendered,  but  being 
far  from  any  Federal  troops  his  regiment  was 
not  forced  to  surrender,  but  disbanded  and  the 
soldiers  returned  to  their  homes. 

Mr.  Gwaltny  resumed  farming  operations  in 
Fannin  county,  where  he  rcimined  until  1872, 
when  he  sold  his  land  there  and  removed  to 
Grayson  county,  where  he  purchased  a farm  and 
mill,  continuing  the  cultivation  of  the  former 
and  the  operation  of  the  latter.  During  this 
time  he  also  bought  wheat  for  the  Denison 
IMills  and  was  engaged  in  the  lumber  business 
for  three  years,  but  on  the  expiration  of  that 
period  he  sold  out  and  bought  a farm  in  Ar- 
kansas, to  which  he  removed  his  family.  Much 
of  his  time,  however,  was  spent  in  Texas  in  the 
lumber  trade.  His  family  occupied  the  farm  for 
two  years,  after  which  the  lancl  was  rented  and 
the  family  home  was  e.stablished  in  the  town 
that  the  children  might  enjoy  better  .school  ad- 
vantages. Mr.  Gwaitnv,  how'cver,  retained  the 
ownership  of  his  .Arkansas  property  for  six 
} ears,  when  he  sold  otit  and  removed  his  family 
to  Bowie.  Montague  county,  Tc.xas,  where  he 
opened  a hardware  store,  conducting  the  enter- 
prise with  a profitable  measure  of  success  for 
ten  years.  Within  that  period  he  bought  the 
land  whereon  he  now  lives.  Removing  to  Bel- 
cherville,  he  was  engaged  in  the  hardware  trade 
there  for  three  years,  and  in  the  meantime  w'as 
having  improvements  made  upon  his  farm. 
About  1897  he  sold  out  his  business  in  Belcher- 
ville  and  took  up  his  abode  on  the  farm,  where 
he  yet  remains,  liaving  here  over  four  hundred 
and  eighty  acres  of  rich  land,  all  of  which  is 
under  fence,  while  two  hundred  and  twciity 
acres  has  been  richly  cultivated  and  yields  good 
han-ests.  A large  tract  is  devoted  to  pasturage 
and  he  owns  a good  herd  of  cattle.  He  follows 
diversified  farming,  raising  various  cereals  and 
also  handling  stock  and  he  thus  produces  many 
supplies  for  home  consumption.  The  farm  is 
well  improved  with  a commodious  frame  resi- 
dence and  good  outbuildings  and  there  is  a 
l.'irge  bearing  orchard.  Everything  about  the 
[)lace  indicates  his  careful  supervision  through 
its  neat  and  thrifty  appearance  and  the  farm  is 
])leasantly  and  conveniently  located  al>out  three 
and  a half  miles  north  of  Belchervillc  near  the 
Red  river, 

l\Ir.  Gw'altny  was  united  in  marritige  to  Miss 
IMary  Wright,  who  \cas  horn  in  Alabama,  .April 
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5,  1S36,  and  i.-,  a lady  of  intelligence  and  natural 
refinement.  Her  parenrs  were  William  and 
Ciari.'?a  (Self)  Wright,  both  of  whom  were  na- 
tives cd  Xonh  Carolina,  in  which  state  they 
were  married,  later  settling  in  Alabama.  In 
1851  they  came  to  Texas  and  established  their 
home  in  Fannin  county,  where  the  father  spent 
hi.s  remaining  days  as  an  enterprising,  indus- 
trious and  respected  agriculturist.  His  wife  died 
in  Arkansas.  Roth  were  memhers  of  the  Prim- 
itive Baptist  church  and  in  their  family  were 
seven  eluMren  : Isani  and  William  N..  b:  th  of 

whom  follow  farming:  Susan,  the  wife  of  J. 
Dohhs;  iMrs.  Zina  iMelvin ; i\frs.  iMary  A. 
Gwaltny  ; Jasper,  a farmer,  and  .Airs.  Lavina  J. 
Johnson. 

Afr,  and  Airs.  Gwaltny  have  beesnne  the  pa- 
rents of  seven  children  ; Henry  C..  vvlio  died  in 
California:  F-lbert  A.,  who  is  living  in  Jacks- 
boro,  Texas;  Jennie,  at  home:  Alattic,  the  wife 
of  T.  Harper;  George,  a farmer;  Ella,  the  wife 
of  j.  Alidcox;  and  William,  \dio  also  carries  on 
agricultural  pursuits.  Air.  Gualtu}  is  a mem- 
ber of  tlie  Alastuiic  fr.atcrnity  and  his  wife  be- 
longs to  the  Afethodist  church.  His  political 
allegiance  is  given  to  the  Democracy  but  he  is 
without  aspiration  for  office,  preferring  to  de- 
vote his  time  and  energies  to  hi.s  business  affairs 
which,  capably  conducted,  are  bringing  to  him 
merited  .success. 

AFLEX'  G.  Fl.Ol^RXOY.  On  the  rostcr  of 
count\  officials  in  Afoiilague  county  appears 
tile  name  of  .Allen  G.  Flounioy,  who  is  now 
serving  as  one  of  the  board  of  eoniniissioncrs. 
He  i.s  likewise  well  known  a.s  a prominent  farm- 
er. V,  ho.se  business  alulitv  and  vnerg}-  form  the 
fc-nndation  of  his  success.  He  is  numbered 
among  ilse  n.ative  sons  of  Texas,  his  birth  hav- 
ing occurred  in  Wood  county  on  the  17th  of 
A'lay,  185,^,  His  parent.s  were  Mercer  \\k  and 
Julia  ( Fines)  J’lournoy.  the  former  a native  of 
Alississippi.  and  the  katter  of  Georgia.  They 
were  reared,  hciwever.  in  Texas  and  were  mar- 
rieel  in  Wooil  countv.  The  Flminioy  family  was 
esl.dilishcd  hi  .America  at  an  earlv  jieriod  in  the 
Cc4oni>:.iti- 1(1  of  tlie  new  world.  Samuel  .M, 
F'lournov.  the  grandfather,  was  a native  of  \lr- 
gini.'i  and  became  an  early  settler  of  Alissi.ssippi 
win  nee  he  reriio\  ed  to  Texas  in  1853.  settling  in 
iXar ogd' ■dies  county  among  its  pioneer  resi- 
dems.  I.uiter  he  bec.ame  one  of  the  early  set- 
tlers ..f  W’.iod  countv  .and  wtis  among  the  first 
]>r.'ine>ters  of  fiirming  interests  in  eastern  Texas, 
He  bec.ime  .an  extensive  and  prominent  agricul- 
tun.st  :m.l  .-lave  owner,  having  fifty  slaves.  Thus 


his  plantation  was  almost  like  a little  callage 
with  its  numerous  cabins  for  the  colored  people. 
At  the  time  of  the  Alexican  war  he  espoused  the 
cause  of  his  country  and  served  as  captain  of  a 
company.  He  was  always  interested  in  public 
progres,-  and  improvement,  giving  geircrous  and 
liberal  support  to  even,'  movement  calculated  for 
the  general  good.  He  figured  prominently  in 
pnhiic  affairs  and  while  in  Ali.ssissippi  he  served 
as  sherifT  of  his  county  for  several  terms,  but 
after  coming  to  Texas  bis  business  interests 
were  too  extensive  I0  admit  of  bis  giving  any 
time  to  public  office.  However,  he  used  his  in- 
fluence for  the  nomination  of  good  men  and 
helped  elect  them  and  he  ever  stood  as  a cham- 
pion of  right,  progress  and  improvement.  He 
was  beloved  and  respected  for  his  good  qualities, 
kindly'  spirit  and  generous  disposition.  He  was 
a considerate  master  to  his  slaves  and  furnished 
tiieni  not  only  witli  the  necessaries,  but  many 
of  the  comforts  of  life,  trusted  them  and  had 
their  love.  After  the  war,  when  the  proclama- 
tion had  >et  them  free,  they  regretted  leaving 
him,  but  be  advised  them  to  tiie  best  of  his 
ability  and  told  them  to  go  out  and  do  for  them- 
selves. He  was  a consistent  Christian  gentle- 
man and  his  entire  life  was  actuated  by  honor- 
able ami  tipriglit  purposes.  He  died  about  1870 
when  eightv  y'cars  of  age.  His  first  wife  died 
in  TS(i3,  after  which  he  was  married  again.  The 
cliildren  of  the  first  union  were:  Alitchell,  a 

farmer  who  served  in  the  Civil  war;  Alcrccr  W. ; 
Thomas,  also  a Confederate  soldier  and  after- 
ward a farmer;  D,  11.  and  William,  who  wore 
the  grey*  uniform  ; Fainncl  and  Robert,  who  were 
killed  while  mcmlicrs  of  the  Confederate  army; 
Airs.  Alary  Alalorv ; Airs.  X’.  Holmes;  and  Airs. 
Belle  Good.  For  his  .second  wife  Samuel  M. 
Flournoy  married  Airs.  Allen,  a widow',  and 
.gaged  ill  the  tilling  of  the  soil  and  also  in  rais- 
Alercer  AAA  Flournoy'  wa.s  horn  in  Alississippi 
and  with  his  father's  family  came  to  Texas  in 
an  early  day,  spending  his  boyhood  and  youth 
ill  this  ,'tate.  lie  was  reared  upon  the  old  borne 
])laiitation  and  was  trained  to  habits  of  industry 
and  enterprise,  giving  snperi'ision  to  the  crops 
and  to  tile  slaves.  He  remained  under  the  pa- 
rental roof  until  the  time  of  his  marriage  and 
then  -ettled  in  Ouitman,  where  he  carried  on 
mercantile  jnirsuits  until  after  the  inauguration 
of  tiu;  Civil  war.  At  that  time  he  closed  out 
hi,-  bu.-iiicss  interests  and  entered  the  Confed- 
erate army  with  Lane's  Regiment  of  Cavalry'. 
He  was  made  sergeant  of  his  conipanv  and 
.served  in  the  Traris-AIississippi  department  in 
Arloaiisas.  Louisiana  and  Te.xas.  He  did  much 


HISTORY  OF  NORTH  AND  WEST  TEXAS. 


5^3 


skirmishing'  and  was  in  many  hotly  contested 
battles  but  was  never  captured  nor  wounded. 
He  was  in  Louisiana  at  the  time  of  tlie  close 
of  hostilities,  after  which  he  returned  to  his 
home  to  enter  business  life  anew,  for  he  found 
that  he  had  everything  to  make  and  nothing  to 
lose.  He  engaged  in  farming  as  the  only  source 
of  support  for  hi.s  family  and  in  this  w-ay  gained 
a start.  He  also  blled’  some  ptiices,  acting  as 
deputy  sheriff  for  a number  of  years  and  he  was 
also  elected  assessor,  in  which  position  he  served 
for  many  v^ears,  or  as  long  as  he  would  consent 
to  fill  the  office.  He  was  recognized  as  a leader 
in  local  ranks  of  the  Democracy  and  he  took  an 
active  iitterest  in  the  county  and  state  cam- 
paigns and  conventions,  his  opinions  carrying 
weight  in  the  party  councils.  As  the  years 
passed  by  and  he  devoted  himself  assiduously 
to  his  business  interests  he  secured  a good  farm 
and  home  and  he  yet  resides  upon  the  old  home- 
stead in  Wood  county  at  the  ripe  old  age  ot 
seventy-two  years.  His  succe.ss  is  well  merited, 
for  it  is  attributable  entirely  to  hi.s  own  earnest 
and  honoralrle  lalror.  He  i.s  a typical  southern 
gentleman,  social  and  hospitable,  generously  en- 
tertaining all  who  come  to  him.  The  poor  and 
needy  never  seek  liis  aid  in  vain,  or  is  any  one 
ever  turned  from  his  door  hungry.  His  spirit 
of  generosity'  and  helpfulness  is  indicated  by  a 
little  incident  in  his  life.  At  a time  when  corn 
was  very'  scarce  and  hard  to  get  Mr.  Flournuv 
had  plenty  in  his  bins.  A gentleman  called  and 
wished  to  purchase  all  that  lie:  bad  but  iMr. 
Flournoy  told  him  that  he  wctuld  not  sell  to  him 
for  cash,  hut  W'ould  keep  the  corn  for  his  neigh- 
bors to  buy  from  him  on  credit.  He  is  a man 
of  unblemished  integrity  and  upright  principles, 
whose  life  record  is  indeed  well  worthy  of  emula- 
tion. He  and  his  wife  yet  reside  at  the  c;ld 
homestead  in  the  enjoyment  of  a w’cll  earned 
rest,  she  being  now  sixty-seven  years  of  age. 
Slie  is  a daughter  tif  Sidney  Jones  one  of  the 
pioneer  settlers  of  Wood  county’,  who  came  to 
Te.xas  from  Georgia,  hriii,giiig  with  him  a large 
number  of  slaves,  after  wdiich  he  began  farming. 
He  was  w’cll  known  in  his  locality  as  a man  of 
influence  and  prominence  and  attained  success 
in  his  well  directed  labors.  He  did  not  long 
survive  his  removal  to  Texas,  howev’er,  Hi.s 
w'ife  w'as  a w’orthv  member  of  the  Christian 
church.  In  their  family  were  eleven  children ; 
Augustus  and  Asberry,  who  follow  farming; 
Clark;  Rusk;  Thomas;  IMrs.  Emma  IMitchell; 
Mrs.  Puss  Hix;  Georgia  A.,  the  wdfe  of  Dr.  Vin- 
ing;  Susan,  the  wife  of  R.  Armstrong;  Mrs. 
Julia  Flournoy:  Tuda,  who  married  a Mr. 

Hearst  and  afterward  become  Mrs.  Grant.  Mr. 


and  Mrs.  Flournoy  became  the  parents  of  eleven 
children;  Mrs.  Josephine  Robins;  A.  G.,  of  this 
reriew;  Mrs.  Gertrude  Rhodes;  Frank  M.,  a 
farmer ; Mercer  J.,  now  deceased ; Emmer, 
who  died  at  the  age  of  sixteen  years;  Mary,  who 
died  in  infancy’;  Thomas,  a merchant;  C.  E.  and 
Samuel  who  follow  fanning,  and  Birda,  who 
died  in  childhood. 

Allen  G.  Flournoy  spent  the  days  of  his  boy- 
hood and  youth  in  'his  parents’  home  and  ac- 
quired his  education  in  the  common  schools. 
He  was  trained  to  the  labors  of  the  farm  and 
gained  practical  knowledge  and  experience 
there.  At  the  age  of  twenty-seven  years,  in 
1885,  Mr.  Flournoy  was  married  to  Miss  Mis- 
souri Richards,  who  was  born  in  Wood  county, 
Te.xas,  July  30,  18G1,  a daughter  of  W’illis  J.  and 
Missouri  A.  (Wylie)  Richards,  the  former  a 
native  of  Mississippi  and  the  latter  of  Georgia. 
They  were  married,  however,  in  Alabama  and 
in  1840  came  to  Texas,  settling  in  Harrison 
county.  Her  father  was  a school  teacher  and 
followed  that  profession  for  many  y'ear.s.  He 
rdso  owned  and  conducted  a farm.  Later  he  re- 
moved to  Smith  county  and  subsequently  to 
Wood  county  and  in  each  locality’  he  followed 
teacluTig,  devoting  his  energies  to  that  })roies- 
sion  during  the  period  of  the  rebellion.  He 
wa.s  also  a member  of  the  Home  Guard  at  that 
time.  After  the  close  of  the  war  he  engaged  in 
merdiamlizing  at  Quitman  and  he  had  his  farm 
operated  through  hired  help.  After  carrying  on 
his  .store  for  a number  of  years  he  built  a store 
and  established  a business  on  his  farm.  In 
1887,  however,  he  sold  out  there  and  removed 
to  Belcherville,  where  he  carried  on  merchan- 
dizing until  a fire  destroyed  the  town  and  his 
business  was  lost  in  the  conflagration.  This  oc- 
curred in  1S93.  He  continued  to  make  his  home 
in  Belcherville,  however,  and  in  1894  he  made  a 
visit  to  Bryant.  There  he  became  ill  and 
died  November  21,  1894,  at  the  age  of 

seventy-seven  years.  In  politics  he  was  a 
stanch  Democrat  and  filled  various  offices 
of  honor  and  trust,  serving  for  a number 
of  vears  as  justice  of  the  peace.  He  w as  a jnem- 
her  of  the  [Missionary  Baptist  church  and  fra- 
ternally was  a Royal  Arch  Ma,son.  His  wife 
y’et  survives  him  and  finds  a gooil  home  with 
her  daughter,  Mrs,  Flournoy.  She  too  is  a de- 
voted Baptist  and  she  has  reached  the  ripe  old 
age  of  cighty’-two  years.  In  the  family  of  this 
worthy  couple  were  ten  children;  James  W.,  a 
farmer,  now  deceased;  IMrs.  Frances  London; 
Janet,  who  became  IMrs.  James  and  is  now  IMrs. 
Thurman ; Willis  T.,  w ho  is  a merchant  and  is 
\ery  prominent  in  hlasonic  and  Odd  Fellow 
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circles,  John  Q.,  a farmer;  Columbus,  a specula- 
tor and  prominent  Alason  ; Mrs.  Emily  Toombs; 
William,  a merchant;  Missouri  R.,  now  Mrs. 
Flournoy;  and  Robert  L.,  a traveling  salesman 
who  Iia.s  attained  the  32nd  degree  in  Masonry. 
All  lived  to  be  married  and  only  one  death  has 
occurred  in  the  family. 

In  early  life  Mr.  Flournoy  was  quite  active 
in  political  circles  and  was  serving  as  tax  as- 
sessor at  the  time  of  his  marriage.  He  soon 
settled  upon  a farm,  however,  having  purchased 
a tract  of  land  in  Wood  county,  to  the  develop- 
ment and  improvement  of  which  he  devoted  his 
energies  until  1888.  He  then  sold  that  prop- 
erty' and  came  to  Alontague  county,  at  first 
locating  in  Bclcherville.  He  bought  a farm, 
which  he  rented.  Farming  at  that  time  was 
something  of  an  experiment  in  this  part  of  the 
state,  as  many  did  not  believe  the  soil  would 
prove  productive.  Air.  Flournoy  bought  and 
sold  several  tracts  of  land  and  finally  began 
farming  on  his  own  account.  He  now  owns 
three  well  improved  farm  properties  but  rents 
all  save  his  homestead  place,  where  he  is  en- 
cessfullv  carried  on  agricultural  pursuits.  He 
ing  stock  for  the  support  of  the  farm.  He  has 
been  very  successful,  nor  has  he  failed  to  raise 
good  crops,  having  plenty  for  his  family  and 
his  stock.  He  possesses  good  financial  ability, 
keen  discrimination  and  enterprise  and  his 
labors  have  been  attended  with  a fair  measure 
of  prosperity'.  He  is  a strong  and  influential 
democrat,  who  has  attended  county  and  state 
conventions  and  has  acted  as  chairman  for  the 
party  in  his  precinct.  He  is  now  filling  the  po- 
sition of  county  commissioner  ajtd  is  recognized 
as  a public  spirited  and  enteiprising  citizen, 
favoring  every  movement  that  lends  to  jrromote 
the  general  welfare.  He  behangs  to  the  Alasonic 
fraternity  and  in  all  life's  relations  has  com- 
manded the  good  will  and  conficlence  of  those 
with  whom  he  has  been  associated. 

HT\  SEEDS,  a representative  of  the  farming 
interest.^  of  Ab'iitague  county,  was  born  in 
Picka-way  county,  (_)hio.  Alay  08,  1850.  He 
was  reared  to  the  work  of  the  farm,  wdiile  in 
tlie  public  schools  he  acquired  a good  practical 
education.  His  parents  were  Samuel  and 
Fanny  (Carniibcll ) Seeds,  the  former  a native 
of  f'eimsylvania  and  the  latter  of  Virginia. 
The  Seeds  familv  is  of  Irish  lineage  and  the 
fatlier  was  reared  to  the  occupation  of  farming 
in  Ohio,  wliere  he  was  married  and  continued 
to  make  lii.s  Isome  until  1854.  He  then  removed 
to  Jowa,  settling  in  Aj'jianoose  county,  which 


was  a frontier  district,  in  which  he  pre-empted 
land  and  improved  a farm,  making  it  his  home 
for  two  years.  He  then  removed  to  Alissouri, 
where  he  again  entered  a claim  from  the  gov- 
ernment, devoting  his  energies  to  its  cultiva- 
tion until  1861,  wdien  his  life’s  labors  were 
ended  in  death.  His  family  remained  on  the 
farm  for  a year  later  and  then  removed  to 
Lewis  count}',  Aiissonri,  where  they'  resided 
until  after  the  dose  of  the  Civil  war.  In  1866 
they'  came  to  Texas,  settling  in  the  eastern  part 
of  Alontaguc  county,  where  Mrs.  Seeds  pur- 
chased land  upon  which  a few  improvements 
had  been  made.  Later  she  sold  that  property 
and  bought  again  near  Forestburg.  She  was 
afterward  married  a second  time,  becoming  the 
wife  of  Air.  Alcllroy.  During  the  early  days 
of  her  residence  in  Montague  county  the  In- 
dians were  hostile  and  committed  many  depra- 
dations  which  robbed  the  labors  of  the  people 
of  their  profits.  The  Seeds  family  lost  a horse 
and  experienced  other  hardships  and  trials  in- 
cident to  frontier  life.  The  mother,  however, 
kept  her  little  family'  together  and  reared  her 
children  to  become  honorable,  upright  men, 
whose  life  records  are  a credit  to  the  family 
name.  She  continued  to  reside  upon  the  home- 
stead near  Forestburg  until  her  death.  She 
was  a consistent  and  devoted  member  of  the 
Christian  church,  to  w’hich  Samuel  Seeds  also 
belonged.  Their  sons  were ; John,  w'ho  is 
living  in  Fort  Smith;  Ira,  of  this  review' ; and 
Andrew,  whose  home  is  in  Montague  county. 

Ira  Seeds,  tlic  immediate  subject  of  this 
.sketch,  spent  his  boy'hood  days  in  his  mother’s 
home  and  assisted  her  as  his  age  and  strength 
permitted  until  he  had  reached  the  age  of  sev- 
enteen years.  He  then  started  out  in  life  on 
his  own  account,  earning  his  living  by  w'ork- 
ing  as  a farm  band.  Later  he  was  emploj'cd  in 
the  government  mills  in  Wise  county',  where 
he  remained  for  eighteen  months,  when  he 
went  to  Jack.son  county'  and  accepted  a posi- 
tion as  teamster  for  the  government,  hauling 
forage  for  soldiers.  Later  at  Austin  he  spent 
a brief  period  and  then  returned  to  the  old 
homestead,  where  in  the  year  1871  he  raised 
a crop  on  his  mother's  farm.  He  afterward 
went  to  Kansas,  where  he  assisted  with  a herd 
of  c.alile  ;md  later  he  again  returned  home, 
while  the  following  year  he  devoted  liis  time 
to  ])reaking  horses. 

It  was  during  the  year  1872  that  Air.  Seeds 
was  married  and  thus  with  a renewed  impetus 
for  business  activity'  and  close  application  he 
took  up  his  abode  upon  a tract  of  rented  land. 
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which  he  cultivated  for  a year,  after  which 
he  removed  to  Red  River  Station  and  boiig'ht 
a small  farm.  He  retained  possession  of  this, 
however,  for  only  a brief  period  and  on  selling 
that  property  he  rented  land  from  J.  M.  Gray- 
son, on  which  he  remained  for  tw'O  years,  when 
in  1875  he  went  to  the  Indian  Territory  and 
operated  land  which  he  leased  at  different 
places.  His  residence  in  the  Territory  covered 
twenty-seven  years,  during  which  time  lie  was 
successfully  engaged  in  farming.  He  also 
profited  by  sub-letting  land  and  by  va- 
rious business  trades.  He  also  built  two 
cotton  gins,  which  he  operated  for  a 
time  and  then  sold,  and  he  likewise  owned  ami 
operated  a threshing  outfit.  He  was  also  en- 
gaged in  merchandising  at  Terrill  for  four 
years  and  still  owns  property  there.  He 
leased  large  tracts  of  land  between  three  and 
four  thousand  acres  w'hich  he  sublet,  making 
money  by  the  operation.  He  is  a man  of  excel- 
lent business  ability,  of  keen  sagacity  and 
sound  discrimination  and  his  thrift  and  untir- 
ing energy  have  proved  the  basis  of  very  grati- 
fying success.  He  spent  one  year  at  Chick- 
asha  and  afterward  came  to  Montague  county, 
where  he  had  a small  tract  of  land,  to  which 
in  1892  he  added  one  hundred  and  sixty-five 
acres,  so  that  his  landed  possessions  here  now 
comprise  two  hundred  and  thirt}^-fivc  acres, 
constituting  a good  farm.  He  settled  upon 
this  place,  began  its  cultivation  and  continued 
the  -work  w'ith  good  success,  so  that  he  has 
been  enabled  to  extend  the  boundaries  of  his 
property  and  now  has  over  six  hundred  acres 
in  the  homestead,  of  which  four  hundred  and 
fifty  acres  is  under  a high  state  of  cultivation. 
The  improvements  thereon  are  modem  and  at- 
tractive and  indicate  the  practical  and  progres- 
sive spirit  of  the  owner.  The  house  is  a com- 
modious frame  structure,  favorably  located,  so 
that  it  commands  an  excellent  view'  of  the  Red 
river  and  the  valley.  He  can  also  see  far  into 
the  Territory  with  Terrill  and  other  villages  in 
the  distance,  and  there  is  a fine  view  of  the 
southern  part  of  the  nation.  In  the  rear  of  his 
home  are  substantial  outbuildings  for  the  shel- 
ter of  grain  and  stock,  good  feed  lots  for  the 
stock  and  rich  pasturage.  His  soil  is  very 
productive  and  he  annually  harvests  good 
crops.  He  has  had  one  or  tw-o  short  crops  since 
locating  here,  but  never  a complete  failure. 
Wheal  and  oats  give  him  good  crops,  averag- 
ing about  fifteen  bushels  per  acre  in  oats  and 
the  com  crop  averages  about  fifty  bushels  per 


acre.  lie  also  raises  and  handles  stock  and 
both  departments  of  his  business  arc  proving 
profitable. 

Mr.  Seeds  was  married  in  1872  to  Miss  Sarah 
F.  Sartin,  who  W'as  born  in  Grayson  county, 
Texas,  in  1855,  and  is  an  estimable  lady,  who 
has  been  of  much  assistance  to  him  as  they 
have  traveled  life’s  journey  together.  She  is 
a daughter  of  Jesse  Sartin,  a native  of  North 
Carolina,  who  settled  in  Texas  in  1857,  taking 
up  his  abode  in  Grayson  county,  where  he  suc- 
cessfully carried  on  agricultural  pursuits.  He 
later  became  a prominent  cattle  man  and  had 
a wide  acquaintance  because  of  his  business  in- 
terests and  also  by  reason  of  his  identification 
with  the  early  development  and  progress  of 
this  part  of  the  state.  During  pioneer  days 
he  ran  cattle  in  ilontague  county  but  later  he 
traded  his  cattle  and  bought  a fine  farm  in 
Denton  county,  where  he  resided  throughout 
the  remainder  of  his  life,  passing  away  on  the 
old  homestead  in  1901,  at  the  age  of  eighty 
years.  He  was  a member  of  the  Christian 
church  and  a man  whose  fidelity  to  principle 
\vas  one  of  his  strong  and  salient  characteris- 
tics. His  word  w'as  as  good  as  any  bond  sol- 
emnized by  signature  or  seal,  and  moreover  he 
possessed  a kindly  benevolent  spirit  that  made 
him  beloved  by  all  who  knew  him.  His  first 
■wife  died  in  1870  and  he  was  again  married. 
The  children  of  the  first  union  were:  Susan, 

Nancy,  William  and  Mrs.  .Sarah  F.  Seeds,  while 
those  born  of  the  second  marriage  were:  Net- 
tie, Harriet,  James  and  Jack. 

The  home  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Seeds  has  been 
blessed  with  eleven  children : Hiram,  who 

died  at  the  age  of  twenty-three  years,  leaving 
a wife  and  three  children  ; Sadie,  the  deceased 
wife  of  R.  Wilmar;  Esther,  the  present  wife  of 
R,  Wilmar;  Emily,  the  wife  of  J-  Walling; 
Edda,  Ira  O.,  Cora,  Robert,  Charles,  Nellie  and 
Herman,  all  lived  at  home.  Of  this  family  nine 
are  yet  living,  and  the  parents  have  every  rea- 
son to  be  proud  of  their  large  family  of  intel- 
ligent sons  and  daughters. 

In  his  political  affiliation  Air.  Seeds  is  a Re- 
pul)lican,  giving  stalwart  support  to  the  party 
where  national  questions  are  involved.  His 
wife  is  a member  of  the  Christian  church  and 
both  are  held  in  high  esteem  by  many  friends. 
He  is  a self-made  man  who,  as  the  architect  of 
his  own  fortunes,  has  builded  wisely  and  well 
and  now  in  the  conduct  of  his  farming  and 
stock  raising  interests  he  is  meeting  with  the 
success  which  ever  crowns  honorable  and  per- 
sistent effort. 
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JOHN  I\I.  IMcGRADY.  The  student  of  his- 
tory does  not  have  to  carry  his  investigations 
far  into  ilie  annals  of  ^iontague  county  with- 
out learuiiig  of  the  close  and  creditable  connec- 
tion of  the  ]\icGrady  family  with  this  section 
of  the  state  and  the  subject  of  this  revdew  has 
lived  in  harmony  with  the  family  record.  He 
is  well  known  as  a stock  farmer  and  also  as  a 
liveryman  of  Saint  Jo.  His  birth  occurred 
iijion  the  old  family  homestead  on  Clear  Creek 
in  iUontagiie  county,  Texas.  August  4,  .1870, 
and  he  was  reared  to  the  work  of  the  farm 
and  the  care  of  stock.  His  parents  were  R. 
Allen  and  Elizabeth  (Cox)  .McGrady,  the  for- 
mer a native  of  Georgia  and  the  latter  of 
Louisiana.  The  family  is  of  Scotch-Irish  line- 
ag-e  and  the  first  representatives  of  the  name 
ill  the  new  world  crcisscd  the  ^kllantic  at  an 
carh-  period  in  its  colonization.  The  paternal 
grandfather  of  our  suldect  was  a re.sident  of 
Georgia,  where  he  followed  the  occupation  of 
farming  and  although  living  a,  quiet  and  un- 
ew  ntful  life  was  highly  respected  for  his  gen- 
uine worth  and  his  devotion  to  the  principles 
in  which  he  believed. 

R.  Allen  IMcGrady  was  born  and  reared  in 
Georgia  and  in  early  manhood  went  to  Louisi- 
ana, where  he  was  employed  as  an  overseer  for 
a nurnher  of  years,  following  which  he  came  to 
Texas  in  1856.  .Making  his  way  to  Fannin 
county  he  again  acted  as  an  overseer,  continu- 
ing in  the  crnjdoy  of  Samuel  Howard  in  that 
caj'adty  until  iS^g.  which,  year  witnessed  his 
arrival  in  hfontngue  county.  He  then  located 
lainl  on  Clear  Creek  about  four  miles  from  the 
town  .site  of  Saint  Jo,  which  place  was  platted 
in  187a.  Only  one  settler  had  up  to  that 
u’rne  made  a location  in  the  Clear  Creek  v.alley, 
and  thus  into  a wild  and  nniinprcjved  region 
Mr.  McCradv  made  his  way  to  meet  the  hard- 
■ships  and  Tmivations  incident  to  pioneer  life 
and  to  aid  in  the  reclamation  of  thi.s  district 
for  the  purposes  of  civilization.  Wild  beasts 
were  freriuently  killed  and  there  wa.<  much 
wild  game  that  furnished  nianv'  a meal  for  the 
early  settlers.  !t  was  not  thought  tip  to  this 
time  that  fanning  would  ever  ]irove  a very 
prohtaidc  iudn.stry  in  this  section  of  the  state, 
which  thus  far  was  devoted  to  cattle  raising 
am!  the  range  was  tree.  Mr.  McCrady  located 
One  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  hand  up>on 
winch  he  built  a cabin  ainl  then  with  character- 
istic rnergv'  licgan  to  cultivale  the  soil  and 
am  vert  it  into  proditctive  ticld.s.  He  had 
placed  a p.art  of  it  un«1cr  ciiitivaiion  and  had 
made  a good  ‘-tart  in  .stock  when  the  country 


became  involved  in  the  Civil  war,  bringing 
with  it  many  hardships,  while  devastation  fol- 
lowed in  its  wake.  The  red  men,  thinking  this 
a splendid  opportunity  for  the  perpetration  of 
their  hostilities  and  depredations,  began  rob- 
bing the  settlers  of  their  stock  and  murder- 
ing many  of  the  frontier  people.  Life  in  pio- 
neer districts  was  a hazardous  thing  and  in 
1861  Mr.  McGrady  joined  with  the  other  set- 
tlers in  defense  of  the  families  and  in  an  at- 
tempt to  save  the  stock.  Later  the  govern- 
ment had  to  assist  the  frontiersmen  and  fur- 
nished troops,  at  which  time  IMr.  McGrady 
joined  Cajitain  Rowland's  company  of  Fron- 
tier Rangers,  in  which  he  served  for  four  years, 
during  which  time  he  participated  in  many 
skirmishes  with  the  Indians.  After  the  com- 
pany was  disbanded  he  continued  with  other 
settlers  to  defend  the  district  and  in  all  spent 
seven  v'cars  in  range  service.  When  the  red 
men  were  driven  away  he  undertook  the  task 
of  reclaiming  the  wild  land  for  the  jiurposes 
of  civilization,  but  at  the  time  of  hostilities  he 
took  his  fainih'  to  the  head  of  Elm  creek  that 
they  might  have  safety  in  the  village.  When 
a year  had  passed  he  built  a strong  stockade 
around  his  cabin,  of  log  posts  fifteen  feet  high, 
and  in  the  cabin  made  port  holes  through 
which  he  might  fire  in  case  the  Indians  ad- 
vanced upon  his  home.  He  then  returned  his 
family  to  his  home  and  then  continued  to  re- 
side here  throughout  the  troublous  times,  but 
the  red  men  did  not  make  an  attack  upon  his 
.stockade,  ^^r.  McGrady  was  a man  of  known 
fearlessness  and  disjilayed  bravery  in  many  an 
engagement  with  the  Indians,  although  he  did 
everything  possible  to  protect  his  wife  and 
children.  He  was  never  wounded  nor  injured 
by  any  of  their  mi.ssles,  v'Ct  time  and  again  he 
saw  the  mutilated  bodies  of  their  viotim.s  upon 
the  prairie  where  they  had  been  killed  and 
robbed  of  all  their  clothing.  IMany  homes,  too, 
were  pillaged  by  the  red  men  and  their  stock 
was  driven  oflf. 

Wlien  hostilities  liad  ceased  Mr.  McGrady 
continued  tlie  work  of  developing  his  farm  and 
of  raising  cattle  ami  was  somewhat  recovering 
from  the  loss  he  had  sustained  through  the  war 
period  when  in  1867  he  lost  all  of  his  cattle 
from  a disease,  save  one  cow  and  calf,  his  en- 
tire herd  of  fifty-three  head  being  thus  dim- 
inished. Every  disaster  th.at  came  to  him, 
however,  seemed  but  to  serve  as  an  impetus 
tor  renewed  effort  and  he  became  one  of  the 
succc.'^.'^ful  tanners  and  stock  raisers  of  the 
county,  overcoming  his  difficulties  by  deter- 
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mined  purpose.  He  sold  his  horses,  cattle  and 
hogs  to  stock  dealers,  who  made  the  shipments. 
He  was  fortunate  in  his  choice  of  a location, 
for  his  land  was  fertile  and  productive  and  as 
tire  years  passed  he  prospered  in  his  work  and 
making  further  judicious  investment  in  prop- 
erty at  length  became  the  owner  of  five  thou- 
sand acres.  He  has  since  sold  some  of  this, 
but  he  yet  holds  a large  tract  which  is  the 
visible  evidence  of  his  life  of  thrift  and  enter- 
prise. He  has  not  only^  prospered  persoitallv 
but  has  contributed  to  the  general  improve- 
ment and  upbuilding  of  the  county,  which  had 
not  been  organized  at  the  time  he  cast  his  lot 
within  its  borders.  At  that  time  court  was 
held  in  Gainesville.  He  aided  in  planting  the 
seeds  of  civilization  here  and  in  upbuilding 
the  county  along  modern  progressive  lines  and 
upon  the  old  homestead  he  remained  until  fail- 
ing health  caused  him  to  seek  a location  else- 
where. Feeling  that  both  he  and  his  wife 
needed  rest  they  went  to  Mineral  Wells,  but 
on  the  nth  of  September,  1899,  iMr.  McGrady 
passed  arvay'  there  and  twelve  days  later  she, 
too,  closed  her  eyes  in  death.  They  were  in- 
terred side  by  side  in  the  old  family  cemetery 
on  the  homestead  farm  where  they  had  so  long 
lived. 

Mrs.  McGrady,  a native  of  Louisiana,  bore 
the  maiden  name  of  Elizabeth  Cox  and  gave 
her  hand  in  marriage  to  Mr.  McGrady  during 
the  time  when  he  was  serving  as  overseer  in 
tliat  state.  She  was  descended  from  a promi- 
nent pioneer  family'  of  I.ou'isiana  and  her 
father  was  the  owner  of  a large  pkantation  and 
many'  slaves.  He  continued  his  residence  in 
that  state  up  to  the  time  of  his  demise,  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  McGrady  had  a family  of  six  chil- 
dren : C.  Frank,  who  is  well  known  as  a stock 
farmer  of  Montague  county;  Mrs.  Nancy  Ste- 
phenson, who  after  losing  her  first  Imsband  be- 
came Mrs.  Pruitt;  Alexander,  a stock  man  of 
the  Indian  Territory;  Sarah  F..  the  wife  of  Bud 
Aldridge;  John  M. : and  Mrs.  Pearl  .A.  Cline. 

John  M.  McGrady  was  reared  upon  the  old 
family  homestead  amid  the  environments  and 
scenes  of  pioneer  life,  remaining  under  the 
parental  roof  until  he  had  attained  his  major- 
ity. H was  married  April  ii,  1892,  to  Miss 
Ida  M.  Masters,  a native  of  Texas,  and  a most 
estimable  lady.  Her  parents  were  W.  C.  and 
Julia  (Harrison)  Masters,  the  former  a native 
of  Green  county,  Kentucky,  born  July  t6,  1838, 
and  the  latter  a native  of  Missouri.  The 
paternal  grand  parents  rvere  Harrison  and 
Julia  (Beasley')  Masters,  natives  of  South 


Carolina  and  Virginia  respectively,  tlieir  mar- 
riage, however,  being  celebrated  in  Kentucky. 
The  great  grandfather,  John  iSIaster.s,  of  South 
Carolina,  was  a leading  and  influential  citizen 
of  his  community'  and  was  a man  of  great 
j)ower  and  personal  courage,  who  died  in  the 
Blue  Grass  .state.  In  his  family  were  eight 
children : John,  Jackson,  Levi.  Frank,  Wil- 

liam, Harrison,  Mrs.  Nancy'  Miller  and  Airs. 
Sally  Meintire, 

Harrison  Masters  was  born  and  reared  in 
Kentucky  and  after  his  marriage  removed  to 
Alissnuri,  settling  in  Saline  county,  which  was 
then  a pioneer  district.  He  purchased  rarv  land 
on  \vhich  not  a furrow  had  been  turned  or  an 
improv'emerit  made  and  there  he  developed  a 
farm,  becoming  one  of  the  successful  am]  en- 
terprising agriculturists  of  his  community.  He 
held  membership  in  the  Christian  church  and 
died  upon  the  old  Alissouri  homestead.  In 
his  family  were  the  follov\  ing;  William  C. ; 
Alary,  the  'wife  of  C.  Bishop;  John,  of  Alis- 
souri ; Mat,  the  wife  of  J,  Chaney';  .Sarah; 
George,  who  is  living  in  Alissouri ; and  Dillard, 
the  wife  of  Al.  A1  asters. 

William  C.  Alasters,  father  of  Airs.  AIcGrady', 
was  born  in  Kentucky'  but  spent  the  greater 
part  of  his  childhood  and  y'outh  in  Alissouri, 
where  he  was  reared  to  the  occupation  of  farm- 
ing and  stock  raising.  He  continued  in  his 
parents’  home  unlil  after  the  in.at]gnration  of 
the  Civil  war.  when  he  enlisted  as  a member 
of  Company'  F of  the  Seventh  Alissouri  State 
Alilitia  Cavalry'  and  was  in  active  service  in 
Alissouri,  .Arkansas  and  Kansas.  He  partici- 
pated in  many  skirmishes  and  a luiniher  of 
hotly'  contested  battles,  being  largely’  under 
command  of  General  Totten.  He  made  several 
charges  and  the  regiment  did  scouting  duty'. 
He  was  also  in  an  important  battle  in  Kansas 
at  Aline  Creek  under  General  Pleasanton 
against  General  Price,  where  his  command  won 
the  victory,  killing  four  hundred  and  taking 
more  than  four  hundred  prisoners,  among 
whom  were  General  Alarmaduke,  General  Cavil 
and  two  other  generals.  They  also  captured 
many'  guns  and  much  ammunition.  Mr.  ATas- 
ters  was  never  wounded  nor  taken  prisoner. 
He  enlisted  for  three  years  and  when  his  time 
expired  in  April,  18A5,  lie  returned  home  and 
resumed  farming.  Later  he  improved  a farm 
for  himself  and  in  February',  1871,  he  was  mar- 
ried and  took  his  bride  to  his  farm,  whereon 
they  resided  until  after  one  of  their  cliildren 
W'as  horn.  In  1876  he  .sold  out  and  removed 
to  Te.xas,  settling  in  Alontague  county.  He 
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first  loi-aled  a iiomostead  of  one  hundred  and 
sixty  acres  and  later  he  bought  and  owned 
over  seven  hundred  and  forty  acres,  all  of 
which  he  placed  under  fence  and  brought  -his 
farm  up  to  a good  state  of  cultivation.  lie 
added  many  improvements  to  the  property,  in- 
cluding the  erection  of  a commodious  residence 
and  good  outbuildings  and  as  the  clears  passed 
he  successfully  carried  on  general  farming  and 
stock  raising  until  1903,  when  he  sold  out  to 
John  M.  iVIcCrady  and  in  the  spring  of  1904 
moved  to  Wilson  county,  Texas,  south  of  San 
Antonio,  where  he  bought  four  hundred  and 
seventy  acres  of  fine  land  well  improved.  There 
he  carried  on  general  agricultural  pur.suits.  He 
settled  in  Montague  county  after  the  Indian 
troubles  were  over,  but  the  county  was  new 
and  undeveloped  and  he  assisted  in  its  perma- 
nent growth  and  improvement.  He  prospered 
in  his  farming  operations  and  is  widely  known, 
being  highly  respected  for  his  integrity  and 
honor.  He  is  a consistent  member  of  the  Holi- 
ness Society.  He  married  Itliss  Julia  Harri- 
son, who  was  born  at  Booneville,  IMissouri,  In 
1853,  her  parents  being  Cosbt'  and  Martha 
tCallawav)  llarri.son.  She  was  a descendant 
of  Ftaniel  Roone  and  of  the  Callaway  family  of 
pioneers  in  i\Iiss<Htri.  Her  father.  Mr.  Harri- 
son, also  belonged  to  one  of  the  early  families 
of  Missouri  and  there  became  a leading  and 
j)r()Si>erous  manufacturer  of  tobacco,  continu- 
ing his  residence  in  I’ooncville  up  to  the  time 
of  his  death.  His  children  were  James,  a w-cll 
known  and  influential  business  man  of  Boone- 
ville; William  and  Charles,  who  are  also  living 
in  that  city;  Mrs.  Sidney  Tacket ; !Mrs.  Mary 
Koontz : Airs.  Millie  Hazleton;  Airs.  Sallie 
Hetfelfinger  ; and  Juliette,  the  wife  of  \\  . C. 
Alastcrs. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Alnslers  became  the  parents  of 
ten  children  : Levi,  who  died,  at  the  age  of 
thirteen  years  : Ida.  the  wife  of  J.  AT.  ATcGrach' : 
Liilii,  the  wife  '.{  W.  Adkins:  Kora,  the  wife  of 
T.  Ead:- : Charles.  Minnie,  Alattie,  Henjamin, 
Tames  and  llohert.  all  at  home.  Airs.  Afasters, 
who  for  many  }-ea’-s  was  a member  of  the 
Afethodist  cliurch.  now  tv'irships  with  her  hius- 
ban«J  in  Holine.ss  church, 

Ai  the  time  of  their  marriage  Air.  and  Airs. 
McCradv  took  up  thc-ir  .abode  upon  a farm  and 
following  tlu;  death  of  his  parents  removed  to 
a ponion  <if  the  old  home.slcad,  where  he  gave 
Ids  lime  and  encrgic.s  to  farming,  raising  and 
h:m.,i!ing  stnrk.  There  he  lived  for  two  vears, 
when  he  seilu  "Ut  and  btniglu  a large  ranch  ami 
farm  containing  over  seven  hundred  acres.  It 


continued  to  be  his  place  of  residence  and  the 
scene  of  his  business  activit}^  as  an  agricultur- 
ist and  stock  raiser  until  January,  1905,  when 
he  sold  this  place  and  took  his  herd  of  stock 
to  the  Indian  Territory,  where  he  soon  after- 
ward disposed  of  them.  He  then  returned  to 
Saint  Jo,  disposed  of  other  business  interests 
and  then  turned  his  attention  to  the  livery'  and 
trading  business  in  Saint  Jo,  where  he  yet  con- 
tinues operations,  keeping  a good  livery,  feed 
and  sale  stable  and  w.agon  yard.  In  this  he  is 
associated  with  L.  O.  Blanton  and  the  busi- 
ness is  proving  profitable,  for  they  now  have 
a liberal  patronage.  Investigation  into  the  life 
record  of  Mr.  AIcGradv'  shows  that  he  has  ever 
worked  earnestly',  persistently'  and  honorably 
and  deserves  the  confidence  which  should  ever 
crown  earnest  labor  and  straightforward  deal- 
ing. 

JUDGE  LATSIUS  GOUGH  is  a well  known 
lawyer  and  business  man  of  Hereford,  Deaf 
Smith  county',  and  is  another  one  of  the  enter- 
prising and  forceful  men  who  are  re.sponsible 
for  the  present  rapid  rate  of  development  of  the 
great  Panh.andle  country.  Judge  Gough's  life 
history'  is  an  interesting  and  edifying  story  of 
progress  from  one  point  to  another,  in  which 
the  lack  of  early  adv'antages,  in.stead  of  proving 
a detriment,  merely'  added  a spur  to  his  ambi- 
tion for  success  on  the  higher  planes  of  life. 
He  is  a self-made  man.  and  thereby  all  the  more 
useful  as  a citizen  in  working  out  the  problems 
of  the  community. 

He  was  born  in  Lamar  county,  this  state,  July 
29.  1S62,  being  a son  of  Asher  and  Elizabeth 
(Martin)  Gough.  His  father,  a native  of  Ken- 
tucky. came  to  Texas  in  1845,  the  year  of  ad- 
rnission  to  the  Union,  and  spent  two  years  in 
Lamar  county,  principally  for  the  purpose  of 
prospecting  the  conditions  and  opportunities  of 
the  country.  In  1857  he  located  permanently 
in  that  county,  the  Gough  home  being  twelve 
miles  west  of  Paris.  He  was  a farmer  by'  oc- 
cupation. and  his  death  occurred  in  Lamar  coun- 
ty in  1886.  His  wife,  a native  of  Illinois,  died 
in  i8c)8. 

The  ,=on,  Lysius  has  always  taken  much 
comfort  from  the  fact  that  he  was  reared  in 
a home  of  Christian  parents  and  under  moral 
and  wholesome  influences.  He  learned  to  work 
>'n  the  farm  at  an  early  age,  and  industrious 
habits  were  among  the  best  assets  of  his  early 
career.  Educational  facilities  were  indeed 
meager  in  his  community',  and  when  he  left  home 
at  the  age  of  fourteen  he  could  barely  read,  and 
did  not  k-now  enough  handwriting  to  make  it 
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legible.  Certainly  he  must  have  had  courage, 
persistence  and  energy  to  make  the  winning 
fight  which  later  placed  him  in  the  legal  pro- 
fession. 

On  leaving  home  he  worked  for  a year  on  a 
farm,  and  at  fifteen  took  the  trail  as  a cow- 
boy, a career  that  he  followed  until  he  was  of 
age.  Most  of  this  time  he  was  with  the  noted 
cattle  fimi  of  Gunter  and  Munson,  wlio  in  188 1 
fenced  two  Itundred  and  ninety  thousand  acres 
in  the  Panhandle,  known  as  the  T.  Anchor 
ranch.  The  old  log  ranch  house  where  tlic  cow- 
boys used  to  assemble  is  still  standing  at  Caftyon 
City.  In  1882  young  Gough  brought  a large 
outfit  up  to  the  Panhandle,  and  for  the  fol- 
lowing years  herded  cattle  all  over  the  country 
where  Canyon  City,  Hereford  and  Tulia  now 
stand. 

During  all  this  career  as  a cattle  ranger  Mr. 
Gough  did  not  cease  to  be  agitated  by  his  as- 
pirations for  a broader  sphere  of  usefulness,  and 
in  particular  he  longed  to  supply  his  early  de- 
ficiencies in  education.  Oftentimes  when  alone 
in  his  watches  his  fertile  mind  became  busied 
with  the  composition  of  verses,  which,  on  ac- 
count of  his  inability  to  write,  he  could  not 
then  commit  to  paper,  but  which  he  remembered 
until  after  he  had  mastered  handwriting  and 
then  put  them  down  as  impressions  of  his 
thoughts  while  on  the  trail.  After  returning  to 
their  headquarters  the  boys  sometimes  indulged 
in  “entertainments,”  of  an  impromptu  nature, 
and  Judge  Gough  often  figured  in  these  affairs 
by  reciting  poems  and  otherwise  contributing  to 
the  delectation  of  the  audiende.  Although  for 
six  years  leading  the  wild  apd  unre.strained  life 
of  the  plains,  he  throughout  conscientiously  ab- 
stained from  swearing  and  the  use  of  tobacco 
and  liquor,  but  as  he  did  not  obtrude  his  mor- 
ality upon  others  he  was  none  the  less  popular 
among  his  fellows,  and  his  independent  and 
sturdy  qualities  have  gained  him  esteem  wher- 
ever he  has  gone. 

In  the  fall  of  1883  Judge  Gough  left  the  em- 
ploy of  Gunter  and  Munson,  he  then  being 
twenty-one  years  of  age,  and  in  December  of 
that  year  he  entered  the  school  at  Roxton,  La- 
mar county,  his  old  home.  His  eagerness  for 
learning  overcame  all  the  natural  diffidence  he 
would  have  in  associating  with  children  so  much 
younger  than  himself,  and  only  he  can  estimate 
how  hard  it  was  for  him  at  first  in  entering  the 
primary  grades  and  studying  the  same  le.ssons 
which  were  assitrned  to  his  schoolmates  of  eight 
or  ten  years  of  age.  But  he  was  not  of  the 
kind  to  be  abashed  by  this.  He  made  rapid  prog- 
ress, and  in  the  fall  of  1884  he  went  to  Pilot 


Point  in  Denton  county,  where  he  made  ar- 
rangements with  Dr.  F.ddleman  to  work  nights 
and  mornings  for  his  board,  and  in  addition 
swept  out  the  school  and  did  other  manual  duties 
for  his  tuition,  a program  that  he  continued  un- 
til he  was  through  school.  In  1889  he  took 
charge  of  the  school  at  Pilot  Point,  known  as  the 
Pilot  Point  Institute,  in  which  he  had  been  a 
student,  and  among  his  pupils  were  fourteen  who 
had  been  in  advance  of  him  in  1884.  Previous 
to  1889,  however,  he  had  taught  four  terms 
in  Denton  county,  and  hatl  stmlied  at  Denton 
under  Colonel  Pitman,  a well  known  educator, 
and  under  Colonel  J.  E.  Hughes,  another  noted 
teacher,  at  Gainesville.  At  Pilot  Point  his  first 
instructor  had  been  Professor  Davidson. 

In  the  spring  of  1890  Air.  Gough  had  to  re- 
linquish his  work  of  teaching  on  account  of 
poor  health  caused  by  his  hard  w'ork.  About 
the  same  time  he  received  the  government  ap- 
pointment to  take  the  census  in  F’ilot  Point  dis- 
trict. In  the  following  October  he  was  ap- 
pointed justice  of  the  peace  of  that  district  to 
fill  an  unexpired  term,  and  in  November  was 
elected  to  the  office  by  a vote  of  743  against  his 
opponent’s  79.  He  had  already  turned  his  atten- 
tion to  the  legal  profession  and  had  been  reading 
law,  and  after  the  Novemlx;r  election  he  continued 
his  studies  in  the  office  of  Colonel  Collier,  a 
prominent  lawyer  of  Pilot  Point.  In  August, 
i8rn,  he  resigned  the  office  of  justice,  and  passed 
the  examination  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  at 
the  county  scat.  Denton. 

The  scene  of  his  first  life  work  seemed  now 
the  best  field  for  his  professional  endeavors,  and 
he  accordingly  returned  to  the  Panhandle,  now 
just  entered  upon  its  course  of  rapid  develop- 
ment, and  on  September  3,  1891,  located  at  Dim- 
mitt  in  Castro  county,  which  county,  however, 
was  not  yet  organized.  He  taught  the  first  pub- 
lic school  in  that  county,  and  when  the  county’ 
organization  was  effected,  December  18,  1891, 
he  was  elected  the  first  county  judge,  Dimmitt 
being  made  the  county  seat.  He  held  that  of- 
fice from  December,  1891,  until  November,  1898. 
He  also  bought  and  improved  a ranch  four  miles 
from  Dimmitt,  and  made  his  home  on  this  place. 

November  16.  1808.  Judge  Gough  moved  to 
Hereford.  The  railroail  had  been  completed  to 
that  town  only  the  previous  October,  and  wdien 
he  arrived  there  were  just  si.x  houses  to  mark 
the  towmsite.  In  the  following  December  he 
opened  a law  and  real  estate  office,  and  in  May 
of  the  next  y'ear  he  fonned  a partnership  with 
Judge  C.  G.  Witherspoon.  Resides  their  large 
general  law  practice,  the  partners  have  com- 
plete .abstracts  of  Deaf  Smith  and  Castro  coup- 


590 


HISTORY  OF  NORTH  AND  WEST  TEXAS. 


ties,  and  also  represent  a number  of  strong  fire 
insurance  companies,  and  a general  real  estate 
business  is  also  transacted  b}-  the  firm. 

Judge  Gough  was  one  of  the  founders  of  the 
Panhandle  Christian  College,  which,  largely  o'w- 
ing  to  his  efforts,  was  established  at  Hereford 
in  1002,  and  which  is  now  a flourishing  insti- 
Tie  is  a trustee  of  the  college  and  has 
dev.ited  botli  time  and  monej"  liberally  to  its 
welfare.  Naturally,  education  in  general  has 
aways  gained  his  attention  and  support,  and  he 
carried  around  the  stxbscrijjtion  paper  by  which 
money  was  raisc-d  to  build  the  first  schoolhouse 
in  Hereford,  and  he  has  ever  since  interested 
himself  in  the  public  schools  of  his  town.  He 
is  a valued  member  and  a worker  in  the  Christian 
church  of  Hereford. 

Judge  Gough  was  married  at  Pilot  Point,  De- 
cember 23,  1SS6,  to  Ivliss  Ida  Rus.sell,  and  they 
had  a happ3'  married  life  of  almost  twenty  years. 
Mrs.  Gough  died  July  4,  jcpg,  leaving  .si.v  chil- 
dren; Earl,  Leron,  Inna,  May,  Roy  and  Cora- 
lee. 

JOHN'  CELO.I,  a well  known  rancher  of 
El  Paso  count}-  living  at  Clint,  was  bom  in 
Raml.ilpli  county,  ,\rkaiisas.  He  was  reared 
upon  n farm  ainl  remained  in  Arkansas  until 
early  manliood.  He  tlien  came  west,  spending 
soiiie  time  in  \rizona  and  in  18S4  he  made  his 
way  to  tlie  Rio  Grande  valley,  locating  on  his 
preseril  place  near  Clint  postoffice.  He  was  one 
n1  the  piitiieer  farmers  in  this  part  of  the  state, 
there  being  only  a few  isettlers  scattered  in 
tlie  V, alley  at  the  time  of  his  arrival  here,  and 
these  were  mostly  Mexicans.  Tlie  country, 
hotvever,  had  been  knowji  among  the  Me.xicans 
for  several  generations  as  particularly  adapted 
for  friiii  raising  when  water  could  be  supplied 
to  the  soil.  'vVhen  IMr.  Celnm  first  came  here 
and  for  some  time  thereafter  veater  was  more 
plentiful  in  the  Rio  Grande  river  than  it  is 
now  since  the  numerous  irrigation  ditches  of 
Colorado  and  New  Me-xico  have  appropriated  so 
tntich  of  the  natural  supply.  Consequently  it 
vv.as  a comparatively  easy  matter  to  procure 
then  a sufficient  supply  of  water  by  small  irri- 
gation ditches  extended  from  the  river,  .and 
nruv,  after  a few  years  of  comparative  scarcity' 
of  water  the  present  project  of  a great  irriga- 
tion system  under  government  control,  to  sup- 
ply -n  ater  frrtm  the  Engle  dam  to  the  land  own- 
er.'; in  El  Paso  valley,  once  more  assures  a 
splendid  future  for  the  otvncrs  of  farm  property 
such  as  Mr.  Celum’s  and  land  in  his  vicinity  is 
already  being  held,  at  one  hundred  dollars  per 
acre  or  higher. 


Mr.  Celuin's  home  place  consists  of  seventy- 
five  acres  under  a high  state  of  cultivation  and 
is  devoted  to  alfalfa  and  fruit.  The  finest  crops 
of  the  former  raised  in  the  country  are  here 
produced.  In  hi.s  horticultural  pursuits  he 
makes  a specialty'  of  the  pear,  which  reaches  its 
greatest  perfection  here  through  the  combina- 
tion of  soil,  water  and  climate.  He  also  raises 
apples,  grapes  and  other  fruits  and  high  grades 
of  vegetables,  principally'  tomatoes,  celery  and 
onions.  Ilis  ranch  at  present  receives  its  sup- 
ply' from  what  is  known  as  the  community 
ditch  owned  by'  the  neighboring  farmers,  but 
v.ill  come  under  the  big  government  ditch 
when  it  is  completed.  It  is  due  to  such  men 
as  i\Ir.  Celum  coming  in  as  pioneers  and  ex- 
perimenting with  crops  and  developing  the 
country  that  it  enjoys  its  present  prosperity. 
He  is  careful  and  practical  in  all  that  he  does, 
and  his  labors  have  been  attended  with  a high 
measure  of  prosperity  which  will  be  fully  aug- 
mented when  the  present  irrigation  .sy'stem 
now  in  course  of  construction  has  been  carried 
forward  to  completion, 

Mr.  Celmn  was  married  to  Miss  Hattie  But- 
ler and  they'  have  tlie  following  children:  A 

T.,  William,  Frances,  Samuel  and  Albert. 

JOHN  R,  STALLCUP.  The  farming  inter- 
ests of  Postoak  I’rairie  in  Montague  county 
find  a wortliy  and  honorable  representative  in 
John  R.  Stallcup,  whose  business  interests  are 
capably'  conducted  and  who  in  all  of  his  trade 
relations  has  made  an  excellent  reputation  for 
reliability  and  integrity'.  His  birtli  occurred  in 
Anderson  count}',  Texas,  November  7,  1854, 
and  in  early  youth  he  was  trained  to  habits  of 
industry,  economy  and  uprightness.  His  par- 
ents were  Buford  B.  and  Hilary  (Hardwick) 
St.allcnp,  while  his  paternal  grandfather  was 
Tohn  Stallcup,  who  married  a Miss  Benson. 
Both  were  natives  of  North  Carolina,  whence 
they  removed  to  Tennessee,  where  the  grand- 
father lived  the  life  of  a plain  honest  farmer, 
u inning  the  respect  of  all  who  knew  him.  His 
children  were:  John,  Alexander,  Reece,  Pleas- 
ant, Edward,  Buford  B.,  Joseph,  Martha,  Ylary 
and  Elizabeth. 

Buford  B.  Stallcup  was  born  in  North  Caro- 
lina and  accompanied  his  parents  on  their  re- 
moval to  Tennessee,  where  he  was  reared  to 
manhood.  He  then  went  to  Arkansas,  settling 
in  a new  and  undeveloped  district  and  there 
he  was  married  to  Miss  Mary  Hardwick,  a 
native  of  Tennessee.  He  remained  in  that 


HISTORY  OF  NORTH  AND  WEST  TEXAS. 


591 


locality  until  1S49,  when  he  removed  to  Texas, 
settling  ill  Anderson  county,  where  he  pre- 
empted land  and  improved  a farm,  remaining 
thereon  for  eight  years,  when  he  sold  out  and 
went  to  Cass  county.  Not  long  afterward  he 
took  up  his  abode  in  Panola  county,  where  he 
improved  a farm,  but  subsequently  returned  to 
Cass  county,  from  which  place  he  entered  the 
Confederate  arnty  in  Ben  McCulloch’s  regi- 
ment. With  that  command  he  remained  for 
six  months,  after  which  he  was  granted  a fur- 
lough. He  was  a warm  friend  and  associate 
of  Colonel  McCulloch,  and  after  tlie  latter 
was  killed  in  battle  Mr.  Stallcup  left  the  regi- 
ment and  joined  General  Price's  comm.and. 
with  which  he  continued  for  about  a y^ear.  when 
he  passed  away  from  illness  at  Monticello, 
Arkansas,  his  remains  being  interred  there. 
Early-  in  life  he  had  served  as  overseer  on  a 
plantation  but  subsequently  he  became  a mem- 
ber of  the  medical  profession  and  engaged  in 
practice  for  several  years  before  tiie  w-ar.  He 
also  had  some  farming  interests  and  was  a 
self-made  man,  whose  prosperity  and  material 
advancement  were  attributed  entirely-  to  his 
owm  labors.  In  community-  affairs  he  was 
deeply  and  helpfully-  interested  and  he  con- 
tributed in  substantial  measure  to  the  phy-sical 
and  moral  development  of  the  portion  of  Te.xas 
in  w-hich  he  made  his  home.  All  who  knew 
him  respected  him  for  his  genuine  worth  and 
he  left  behind  him  many-  warm  friends.  His 
w-ife  long  survived  him  and  died  in  1900  at  the 
age  of  seventy-seven  years,  passing  away  in 
Kaufman  county,  Texas.  Her  parents  were 
John  L.  and  Martha  (Boyd ) Hardwick,  the 
former  a native  of  Tennessee  and  the  latter  of 
Virginia.  They-  were  married  in  Tennessee, 
whence  they-  removed  to  Arkansas  and  in  his 
y-ounger  day-s  Mr.  Hardwick  was  an  associate 
and  friend  of  Samuel  Houston,  their  homes  be- 
ing in  the  same  neighborhood  in  Tennessee. 
Following  their  removal  to  Arkansas  they 
again  became  associated  and  Mr.  Hardwick 
came  to  Texas  v\-ith  Houston  and  w-as  %vith 
him  in  all  his  early-  e.xpeditions,  served  in  his 
army  up  to  the  time  of  the  capture  of  Santa 
Anna  and  the  establishment  of  the  republic  of 
Texas,  took  a prominent  part  in  the  battle  of 
San  Jacinto  whereby  it  was  made  possible  for 
the  Americans  to  settle  and  maintain  their 
homes  in  the  Lone  Star  state.  Following  the 
capture  of  Santa  Anna  the  republic  was  an  as- 
sured fact.  Mr.  Hardwick  then  returned  to 
his  family  in  Arkansas  for  the  purpose  of  re- 
moving to  Texas.  Knowing  him  to  be  a fear- 


less man  .some  officers  of  that  locality  called 
upon  him  to  a,‘;.si,st  in  capturing  some  outlaws. 
After  sometliing  of  a struggle  .\Ir.  Hardwick 
arrc.‘!ted  his  man  but  a friend  of  the  criminal 
shot  him  in  the  back,  instantly  killing  him.  He 
was  of  Irish  descent  and  displayed  many-  of  the 
strt.mg  and  sterling  characteristics  of  the  sons 
of  Erin.  By  trade  he  had  been  a cabinet  maker, 
although  his  life  was  largely  spent  on  the  fron- 
tier and  he  did  not  'greatly  follow  his  chosen 
pursuit.  After  his  death  his  widutv  brought 
the  family'  to  Te.xas,  li\  ing  first  in  Rusk  coun- 
ty and  afterward  in  Collin  county-,  where  she 
died.  Their  children  were  seven  in  number: 
James,  who  .served  in  the  war  with  Mexico  and 
in  the  Confederate  army  in  the  Civil  war;  Mrs. 
Mary-  Stallcup;  Samuel,  a soldier  of  the  Con- 
federacy-; Elizabeth;  .Milton,  who  died  in  rite 
army;  French,  who  was  a scout  in  General 
John  Morgan’s  command;  and  \brginia. 

Mr.  and  l\'Irs.  Buford  Stallcup  had  a family- 
uf  five  children:  Alonzo,  a farmer;  Afrs.  Jose- 
phine Glaze,  who  died  leaving  two  children  ; 
John  R. : Mrs.  I\Iary-  Riissan;  and  Madison,  a 
farmer. 

John  R.  Stallcup  was  born  and  reared  in 
Te.xas  and  after  his  father’s  death  remained 
with  his  widowed  mother,  assisting  her  in 
maintaining  a home  and  piroviding  for  the 
family. 

In  April,  1882,  he  wedded  Mrs,  Mary-  Ross 
Smith,  a widow,  whose  husband  died  in  1879. 
He  was  born  in  Mis.souri,  wa.s  married  in 
Cooke  county,  Te.xas,  and  was  a farmer  by-  oc- 
cupation. There  was  one  child  of  that  mar- 
riage, Newell  Smith,  who  is  now  married  and 
is  a merchant  at  Belcherville.  Mrs.  Stallcup  is 
a daughter  of  .Martin  W.  and  Charlotte 
(Brown)  Ross.  Her  mother  was  born  in  .Ala- 
bama in  1834  but  was  reared  in  .Mississippi  and 
was  a daughter  of  Gideon  and  IMargaret  (Hill) 
Brown,  Mr.  Brown  was  a native  of  .South 
Carolina  and  an  early  settler  of  Missi.ssippi, 
whence  he  removed  to  Henderson  co-unty, 
Texas,  in  1850,  becoming  a prominent  farmer 
there.  He  belonged  to  the  i'Jethodist  church 
and  died  in  1856.  His  children  were;  Sarah, 
Abel,  Mrs.  Charlotte  Ross,  Adeline  and 
.Mahala. 

Martin  W.  Ross  was  a son  of  Ardin  and 
Martha  (Irby)  Ross,  both  natives  of  North 
Carolina  and  a grandson  of  Martin  Ross,  a 
prominent  farmer,  who  served  in  the  Revolu- 
tionary- war  and  died  in  the  old  North  state. 
His  children  were:  Ardin,  Nathaniel,  Samuel, 
Hugh,  Rinev,  Ellen,  Elizabeth  and  j\Irs. 
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Burkett.  All  were  .^lclhodi.st^.  Ardin  Ross  re- 
niuincrl  in  North  Carolina  until  after  the  birth 
of  all  C)f  liis  children  and  in  1853  removed  to 
Mississippi,  where  he  continued  to  follow  the 
occu[»;uion  of  farniiii"^.  He  was  a devoted  iiiern- 
ber  of  the  Methodist  church  and  in  politics  a 
strontr  Jackson  democrat.  His  death  occurred 
ui  Mississippi,  where  his  wife  passed  away  in 
the  same  .state  in  1853.  She  was' a daughter  tjf 
JauicS  Irby  of  North  Carolina,  wlio  served 
throughout  the  Revolutionarc'  war,  was  after- 
ward a successful  and  influential  farmer  and  a 
prominent  member  of  the  Methodist  church. 
He  .‘^pem  the  e\ cuing  of  his  life  in  the  home  of 
his  daughter,  .Mrs.  Ross,  and  died  when  more 
than  one  hundred  years  of  age.  His  children 
were:  William,  .\mon,  Sally,  l.ucy  and  .Mrs. 
.Martha  Ross.  Cnto  Mr.  and  .Mrs.  Ardin  Ross 
were  born  seven  children;  Frances,  .Margaret, 
James,  .Martin  W..  Amon,  Williani  and  .\lli- 
son. 

Martin  W'.  RoSS  was  horn  and  reared  in 
North  Carolina,  whore  he  learned  the  wagon 
mtiking  and  blacksmith’s  trades  and  after  his 
removal  to  Mississijtpi  he  follcnved  the  sarne 
pursuits.  He  tvas  married  in  1S49  the  fol- 
lowing year  came  to  f'exas,  settling  in  Smith 
conmy.  In  1852  he  removed  to  \'an  Zandt 
county,  settling  on  land  which  he  developed 
into  a good  farm.  He  also  worked  at  his  trade 
and  sf>ent  seven  vears  in  that  locality,  when  he 
e.-ichanged  bis  farm  for  one  in  Henderson 
county,  whereon  he  made  his  home  until  1866. 
He  then  sold  out  and  removed  to  the  western 
part  C){  Cooke  county,  at  that  time  a sparsely 
settled  region,  in  which  wild  game  was  plenti- 
ful. while  wild  Iieasts  roamed  at  will.  He 
bought  two  hundred  and  seventy-six  acres  of 
land  which  he  transformed  into  a veiy  produc- 
tive tract.  Tie  likewise  engaged  in  making 
some  furniture  for  jjioneer  settlers  and  did  con- 
tract work  in  bnilding  houses.  Soon  .after  his 
arrival  the  red  men  commenced  their  deprada- 
tions.  He  had  gor  a good  start  on  his  farm 
aiid  had  .secured  a good  bunch  of  cattle,  when 
the  Tniliaus  became  so  hostile  that  he  had  to 
.abandon  his  ranch  and  in  the  fall  of  1866  re- 
juoved  to  Gray.'.cin  county,  but  in  1877  returned 
to  the  old  home.  He  found  his  cattle  gone, 
hoavever,  while  many'  of  his  neighbors  had 
been  killed  by  the  Indians,  including  Joseph 
Harri.'  and  ftfr.  Dock,  whom  he  helped  to  bury. 

I.  atcr  he  sold  his  first  |'»urchase  of  land  and 
bought  fourteen  hundred  and  fifty-six  acres, 
tlms  improving  a second  farm  in  Cooke  county. 
He  there  carried  on  general  agricultural  pur- 


suits and  also  raised  some  stock,  wdiile  in  1880 
lie  sold  out  and  came  to  Saint  Jo,  where  he 
was  engaged  in  the  grocery  business  for  a 
short  lime.  W ith  a partner  he  erected  a brick 
store  building  and  in  1886  he  went  to  the 
Nation  .and  built  a gin  and  saw  and  grist  mill, 
operating  the  plant  for  two  and  a half  years. 
He  then  disposed  of  his  interests  there  and  re- 
turned to  Saint  Jo,  where  he  bought  some  lots 
and  built  houses,  retiring  at  that  time  from  ac- 
tive business.  He  is  a stanch  Democrat  and 
in  Cooke  county  served  as  ta.x  assessor,  coun- 
ty commissioner  and  justice  of  the  peace,  while 
in  Montague  county  he  has  been  county  com- 
missioner and  also  mayor  of  Saint  Jo.  He  is  a 
very'  prominent  and  influential  citizen  and  has 
been  so  closely  identified  with  the  improve- 
ment and  progress  of  this  section  of  the  state 
that  no  history  would  be  complete  without 
mention  of  his  life.  He  belongs  to  the  Masonic 
fraternity'  and  is  a devoted  member  of  the 
Methodist  church.  Known  throughout  this 
part  of  the  state  as  Esquire  Ross,  he  commands 
the  highest  regard  and  confidence  of  all  who 
know  him.  His  wife  is  an  earnest  Christian 
lady’  and  shares  with  him  in  the  esteem  which 
i.s  so  iiiiiformh'  accorded  him.  In  the  family 
of  this  vvortliy  couple  were  si.x  sons  and  three 
daughters:  Martha  A,,  the  wife  of  Ben  Fore- 
man of  Rush  Springs.  Texas;  Sarah  -A..,  the 
wife  of  B.  Dnnning;  Abel,  of  Saint  Jo;  Mury 
E.,  now  .Mrs.  Stallcup;  \V.  F.,  a farmer; 
Thomas  J.,  deceased;  Edward  F.,  a rural  mail 
clerk;  John  S..  editor  of  a paper  at  Saint  Jo; 
and  James  W.,  of  Leads  City’,  Dakota. 

.As  before  stated,  it  was  Mrs.  Mary  Ross 
Smith  who  became  the  wife  of  .Mr.  Stallcup. 
They’  settled  in  Cooke  county,  where  he  gave 
his  attention  to  farming  and  stock  raising, 
there  residing  until  1882,  when  he  came  to 
Mon'iague  conntv,  establishing  his  home  at 
Burlington,  where  he  engaged  in  farming  and 
handling  stock.  There  he  resided  for  three 
years,  when  he  sold  his  farm  and  spent  the 
winter  in  the  Territory’.  Subsequently’  he 
located  at  Saint  Jo  and  soon  afterward  bought 
the  farm  which  he  now  owns.  He  made  most 
of  the  improvements  here,  placed  tlie  land  un- 
der cultivation  and  remained  thereon  for  six 
y'ears,  after  which  he  removed  to  Nocona, 
where  he  .spent  eight  years  in  order  to  give  his 
children  better  educational  privileges.  There 
he  was  engaged  in  carpentering  and  clerking 
and  likewise  followed  agricultural  pursuits  to 
some  extent.  In  1901,  however,  he  returned 
to  the  farm,  which  he  is  yet  conducting  with 
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success.  In  politics  he  is  unfaltering  in  his  ad- 
vocacy of  the  democracy,  while  his  religious 
faith  is  indicated  by  his  membership  in  the 
Christian  church  and  is  also  a Ma.son.  In  his 
business  affairs  he  has  been  energetic  and  reso- 
lute, carr}dng  forward  to  successful  completion 
whatever  he  undertakes,  and  he  is  to-day  one  of 
the  representative  men  of  his  locality.  To  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Stallcup  have  been  born  three  chil- 
dren : E.  E. ; Connie  Alice,  and  Martin  M. 

W.  E.  D.AY,  M.  D.  Illinois  Bend,  Texas, 
has  no  citizen  more  deserving  of  personal  men- 
tion in  a work  of  this  character  than  W.  L. 
Day,  M.  D.,  both  on  account  of  his  own  promi- 
nence here  as  a physician  .and  because  of  his 
family  history,  wliich  is  closely  identified  with 
the  historj'  of  Texas, 

Dr.  Day  was  born  in  Farmcrsville,  Texas, 
March  5,  1862,  and  was  reared  on  a farm,  re- 
ceiving his  early  education  in  the  common 
schools  and  later  attending  Baylor  University. 
At  the  age  of  twenty-four  years  he  commenced 
the  study  of  medicine,  under  the  preceptor- 
ship  of  Dr.  Jones,  with  w'hom  he  remained  two 
years.  In  the  fall  of  1886  he  entered  the  Mem- 
phis Hospital  iledical  College,  where  he  grad- 
uated in  the  spring  of  1890.  Immediately  there- 
after he  began  the  practice  of  his  profession  in 
Milburn,  McCulloch  county,  Te.xas;  three  j'ears 
later  he  moved  to  Sherwood,  where  lie  was 
successfully  engaged  in  practice  seven  years, 
whence,  in  July,  1897,  he  came  to  Illinois  Bend, 
and  purcha.^ed  the  drug  store  and  practice  of 
Dr.  J.  S.  Saunders,  which  he  ’ has  since  con- 
ducted. In  1902  he  took  a course  of  lectures 
in  the  Chicago  Post  Graduate  School ; has  al- 
ways been  a close  student,  and  is  recognized 
as  one  of  the  front-rank  men  of  his  profession. 
Here  at  Illinois  Bend,  as  in  the  other  places  he 
practiced,  he  has  won  the  confidence  of  the 
people  and  is  meeting  with  the  success  his 
earnest  efforts  merit. 

Dr.  Day  is  a .‘son  of  W.  O.  and  Eliza  (Jones) 
Day,  natives  of  Illinois;  and  grandson  of  Rich- 
ard Day,  a Kentuckian  who  w^ent  to  Illinois  at 
an  early  day,  wdiere,  as  a farmer  he  spent  the 
greater  part  of  his  life,  and  died.  Grandfather 
Day  was  a worthy  member  of  the  Christian 
church.  His  children  were:  Henry,  who  died 
in  the  Mexican  wmr  in  1846;  George,  a miller 
of  Vaiidalia,  Illinois;  Orville,  who  died  in  the 
Confederate  army  in  1863;  W.  O.;  Thomas, 
who  died  in  Hood  county,  Texas,  in  1861  ; 
Mrs.  Lucy  Watson,  Mrs.  Lizzie  How’ell,  Mrs. 


Octavia  Meek,  and  six  other  daughters  whose 
names  are  now  forgotten. 

W,  O.  Day  left  his  home  in  Illinois,  in  1857, 
at  the  age  of  tvvent}-two  years,  and  came  to 
Texas,  locating  in  the  vicinity  of  Farmers- 
viile,  where  he  engaged  in  farming  and  stock 
raising  and  where  he  continued  and  prospered 
until  1863,  in  the  mean  time,  in  1859,  having 
married.  In  1S63  he  entered  the  Confederate 
service,  and  went  to  the  front,  where  he  en- 
dured many  hardships  incident  to  army  life, 
and  died  near  Fort  .•smith,  Arkansas,  in  Au- 
gust. 1.864.  He  was  a member  of  the  .Masonic 
order  and  was  a man  who  had  the  respect  and 
esteem  of  all  who  knew  him.  Some  years  after 
his  death  his  widow  became  the  wife  of  W. 
lyiarkham,  a prominent  farmer  near  Farmers- 
ville,  where  she  still  lives.  Their  union  has 
been  Idessed  b}-  the  birth  of  four  L'hildren: 
Harvey  i\I. : Hessie  R. ; James  S.,  and  Abraham 
J.  The  sons  are  all  tanners  and  tlie  daughter 
is  now  .Mr.s.  McAdams.  The  mother  is  a daugh- 
ter of  Mo>es  Jones,  a native  of  Illinois,  a 
fanner  and  miller  and  Baptist  minister  of  the 
old  I’rimitive  faitli,  who  moved  to  Texas  in 
1846  and  settled  near  Farmersvillc.  where  he 
built  a mill,  and  engaged  in  milling,  farming 
and  stock  raising.  He  died  liere  in  i860.  His 
children  were : William,  who  died  at  the  age 
of  twenty-two  years ; .kbraham,  a druggist ; 
.Simeon,  a merchant  and  farmer;  Moses,  a phy- 
sician; Mrs.  Margaret  Yeary ; 3Irs.  ila.n-  .Mc- 
Farland; \lrs.  Eliza  Markham  and  Mr.s.  ]\lel- 
vina  Tatum. 

Dr.  W.  L,  Day  is  tJie  onh'-  child  his  mother 
had  by  her  first  marriage,  and  he  was  two 
years  old  when  his  father  died.  He  remained 
with  liis  mother  until  he  was  eighteen,  since 
which  time  he  has  made  liis  own  way  in  the 
world. 

In  .'Vngiist.  1887,  he  married  IMiss  Rosa  L. 
Chisholm,  who  was  born  at  Wayiand  .Si>rings, 
Tennessee,  August  9,  i860,  daughter  of  John 
A.  and  Martha  E.  {AIcDougal  j Chisholm,  of 
that  state.  Her  mother  w as  a daughter  of  .\.  C. 
and  Ruth  iCrowsen).  ZtlcDougal,  natives  of 
North  Carolina  and  Tennes.see  re.spectiv'ely. 
iMrs.  Da}''s  mother  was  one  of  a family  of  nine 
children,  namely;  John  A..  Jane,  William  C., 
Ale.xander  T.,  Ncvitou.  IMartlia  E.,  Ruth  B., 
Sarah  C.,  and  Emii;a  L.  John  A.  Chisholm 
was  born  in  Sabine  comity,  Te.xa.s,  January  20, 
1842,  and  was  rearetl  in  a saddle  on  tlie  range. 
His  parents  were  the  Rev.  Enoch  P.  and 
Amanda  (iMcMahan)  Chisholm,  natives  of 
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Tennessee.  Enoch  P.  Chisholm  was  a son  of 
Jolm  Chi.sholni,  known  as  “’Red  Buck”  Chis- 
hohn.  who  was  captain  of  a company  at  the 
battle  of  New  ()rlcans.  Enoch  P.  came  to 
Texas  in  18,55,  h'catcd  in  Sabine  county,  where 
he  improved  a farm,  and  married  in  1836.  He 
was  in  the  Texas  war,  under  Colonel  Mc- 
Mahan, in  the  eastern  division  of  the  army, 
and  after  the  war  he  was  licensed  to  preach  at 
the  First  Methodist  conference  held  in  the 
Republic  of  Texas.  He  preached  on  a circuit 
until  184S,  at  which  time  he  was  sent  to  Kauf- 
man Mission,  where  he  remained  that  year  and 
the  next,  after  w hich  he  located  in  Kaufman 
county,  and  continued  as  a local  preacher  the 
rest  of  his  life.  Loyal  to  the  Confederacy, 
when  the  w'ar  of  the  Rebellion  came  on,  he 
helped  to  orjjanizc  Company  B,  Sixth  Texas 
Cavalry',  of  which  he  was  made  second  lieuten- 
ant. On  account  of  family  conditions,  how- 
ever, he  did  not  go  to  the  front  with  the  com- 
mand. He  resided  in  Texas  under  five  differ- 
ent flags,  and  died  at  his  homestead  in  Rock- 
well county,  January'  24,  1875.  a Royal 

Arch  Ma.son  and  had  served  as  Master  of  the 
Kauftnan  lodge.  His  wife  was  a daughter  of 
Samuel  D.  iMc.Mahan,  who  came  to  Texas  in 
1828,  settled  in  Sabine  countv,  and  figured 
prominently  in  Texas  history;  was  colonel  of 
a regiment  and  in  command  at  the  battle  of 
•San  Atigusiine ; was  a friend  and  associate  of 
Sam  H<^>uston.  After  the  war  he  settled  on  a 
farm  and  was  a large  slave  owmer.  At  the 
first  quarterly'  conference,  held  in  Texas  he  w'as 
licensed  to  preach,  and  was  a local  preacher 
the  rest  of  hi.s  life.  He  died  at  his  homestead 
in  1851.  To  him  Itelongs  the  credit  of  build- 
ing the  first  Protestant  church  in  Tc.xas,  which 
was  named  in  honor  of  him  IMcMahan  Chapel, 
and  is  yet  doing  service.  In  the  .McMahan 
family  were  the  following  children;  lames, 
Susan,  Nancy,  .\nianda  T.  frnother  of  John 
A.  Chi.shoIm),  Liicina  and  IMargaret,  The 
children  of  Kiioch  P,  Chisholm  by  his  first  wife 
were:  Lucinda  P„  John  A.  (father  of  Mrs. 
Day).  Alissoiiri  C)..  anil  Enoch  I'.,  Jr.  By  a 
subsequent  marriage  he  had  one  daughter, 
.■Sarah,  John  .\.  Chisholm  was  born  and  reared 
in  Texas  and  has  a Confederate  war  record  that 
extri'ids  from  June.  i8Cr.  to  i\Iay,  1865,  and  in- 
cimles  ma.ny  of  the  important  actions  of  that 
memorable  jicrical.  \fter  the  war  he  made  a 
Vi:-’t  to  Xlaiiania  and  Tennc.ssce  and  in  Tennes- 
see met  rlic  Iruly  who  m October,  i8(:’i;.  became 
riis  wife,  T hev  contmiied  01  reside  in  that  state 


until  1868,  when  they  came  to  Texas,  to  his 
father’s  farm,  wdiich  he  had  charge  of  two 
y'ears.  Afterward  he  made  numerous  moves, 
and  finally  located  in  Nocona,  Montague  coun- 
ty, wliere  he  still  lives.  His  wife,  whose 
maiden  name  w'as  Martha  E.  McDougal,  was 
born  in  Tennessee,  January'  20,  1846,  daughter 
of  A.  C.  and  Ruth  (Crowsen)  McDougal,  she 
being  one  of  a family  of  ten  children,  namely'; 
John  A.,  Jane,  W’illiam  C.,  Alexander  L,  New- 
ton, Martha  E„  Butler  B.,  Sarah  C.,  Catherine 
and  Emma  L.  The  children  of  John  A.  and 
Martha  E.  Chisholm  are  Rosa  L.,  wife  of  Dr. 
Day;  Campbell  P.,  of  Nocona;  Allie  T.,  wife 
of  E.  T.  Puckett ; Reuben  A.,  a farmer ; Emma, 
w'ife  of  Joe  Fatturee,  and  J.  Enoch,  a teacher. 
Four  members  of  the  family  have  been  teach- 
ers, and  all  are  identified  with  the  Methodist 
church.  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Day'  have  four  children: 
Ruth,  born  June  14,  1888;  Mattie,  August  12, 
1892;  Willie,  September  21.  1894;  and  Rosa  L., 
July  II.  ic)oo. 

DAVID  S.  CULLHM.  David  S.  Cullum  is 
a native  son  of  Texas,  his  birth  having  oc- 
curred in  Red  River  county',  December  18, 
1846.  His  father,  John  H.  Cullum,  was  a 
native  of  Stonington,  Connecticut,  and  with 
hi.s  mother  came  to  Te.xas  in  early  boyhood. 
At  that  time  there  was  a bounty'  offered 
to  the  heads  of  families  with  children  in  the 
shape  of  lands  as  an  inducement  for  them  to 
settle  in  Texas  and  in  this  way  the  Cullums 
came  into  possession  of  considerable  land,  'to 
which  they  afterward  added.  The  property 
was  eventually'  inherited  by'  John  H.  Cullum 
and  his  sister,  the  only'  children  of  the  family. 
The  former  was  married  in  Red  River  county 
and  afterward  removed  to  Hopkins  county, 
where  he  lived  for  about  ten  y'cars.  when  he 
look  u[i  liis  abode  in  Navarro  county.  In  the 
spring  of  i,%i  he  went  to  Fayetteville.  Arkan- 
sa.s,  but  after  a residence  there  of  about  two 
years  returned  to  Red  River  county,  Te.xas, 
living  there  and  in  Hopkins  and  adjoining 
counties  until  i88o,  when  he  removed  to 
Weatherford,  Parker  county,  where  he  died  in 
1883.  His  marriage  occurred  in  Red  River 
county  in  1844,  the  lady  of  his  choice  being 
Mis.s  IMary  ,\nn  iMoore,  a native  of  Alabama, 
who  came  to  Texas  v.dtli  her  fatlier  when  a 
litth-  child.  She  was  a daughter  of  Ephraim 
] ).  iUciore  and  died  in  Weatherford  in  1887. 
,'she  had  five  sons  and  five  daughters  who 
reached  adult  age. 

David  S.  Cullum  accompanied  his  fatlier  on 
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his  various  removals  until  1870,  when  he  mar- 
ried and  started  out  in  life  for  himself,  Miss 
Sardina  Crowder,  a native  of  Hopkins  county, 
Texas,  becoming-  his  wife.  Following  his  mar- 
riage he  engaged  in  farming  in  that  county  un- 
til 1877,  when  he  removed  to  Shackleford 
county,  where  he  was  engaged  in  the  cattle  in- 
dustrj’-  until  1882.  He  then  disposed  of  his 
cattle  and  removed  to  Albany,  where,  he  en- 
gaged in  the  livery  business,  conducting  the 
same  until  August,  1904,  when  he  sold  out  and 
removed  to  Stamford.  Here  his  attention  is- 
given  to  the  transfer  business,  in  addition  to' 
which  he  conducts  a cattle  ranch  in  Stonewall 
counW  which  he  has  owned  for  about  three 
years,  devoting  considerable  time  and  atten- 
tion to  keeping  it  well  stocked  W'ith  good 
grades  of  cattle. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cullurn  have  a family  of  three 
children : Stella,  the  wife  of  D.  O.  McRim- 
mon,  a prominent  merchant  of  Stamford: 
Mamie  and  Myrtis,  both  at  home.  The  young- 
est is  a graduate  of  the  Peabody  Normal 
School  at  Nashville,  Tennessee,  and  for  the 
past  few  years  has  been  connected  a part  of 
the  time  with  the  public  schools  at  Stamford 
as  principal.  The  family  is  one  of  prominence 
in  the  community  and  their  home  is  the  center 
of  a cultured  society  circle. 

.JEFFERSON  C.  RICHARDSON.  An  hon- 
ored resident  of  the  Lone  Star  state  throughout 
his  entire  life,  Jefferson  C.  Richardson  is  entitled 
to  a prominent  place  in  its  annals,-  and  both  as 
a business  man  and  public  official  he  has  won 
distinction.  He  is  now  well  known  as  a real 
estate  dealer  and  capitalist  of  Mineral  Wells. 
Born  in  Hunt  county,  Texas,  July  20,  1853,  he 
is  a son  of  S.  O.  and  Sarah  (Highfill)  Richard- 
son. The  father  claimed  New  York  as  the  state 
of  his  nativity,  but  subsequently  removed  to  In- 
diana, where  he  made  his  home  for  some  years, 
there  marrying,  and  in  the  ’40s  came  to  Texas. 
On  his  arrival  in  this  state  he  took  up  his  abode 
in  Hunt  county,  which  continued  as  his  home 
during  the  remainder  of  his  life,  his  labors  being 
ended  in  death  in'  1892.  Throughout  his  busi- 
ness career  he  -was  engaged  in  agricultural  pur- 
suits, and  was  long  numbered  among  Hunt  coun- 
ty’s prominent  and  honored  citizens.  His  wife, 
who  was  horn  in  Indiana,  is  also  deceased. 

Jefferson  C.  Richardson  was  born  and  spent 
the  days  of  his  boyhood  upon  a farm,  being 
early  inured  to  its  labors,  and  after  reaching  his 
majority  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits  on 
his  own  account  in  Hunt  county,  which  locality 


is  well  known  for  the  richness  and  productive- 
ness of  its  soil.  In  1892,  however,  he  removed 
from  his  farm  to  Mineral  Wells,  where  he  has 
since  remained.  He  invested  quite  extensively 
in  real  estate  here,  having  faith  in  the  future 
growth  of  the  place,  and  erected  several  build- 
ings, among  them  being  three  substantial  busi- 
ness blocks  in  the  trade  center  of  the  town,  and 
he  has  more  recently  built  a pretty  and  substan- 
tial residence  for  his  family.  For  several  years 
after  coming  to  this  city  Mr.  Richardson  con- 
tinued to  trade  in  real  estate,  but  did  not  open 
a real  estate  office  until  in  June,  1903,  when,  in 
company  with  Dr.  W.  G.  McCreight,  he  estab- 
lished the  firm  of  Richardson  & McCreight, 
which  continued  until  September  i,  1905,  and 
was  one  of  tlie  prominent  real  estate  firms  of 
Mineral  Wells.  Since  the  dissolution  he  has 
been  in  the  business  on  his  owm  account,  doing 
a general  real  estate  and  insurance  business.  For 
one  year  after  his  arrival  here  Mr.  Richard- 
son was  also  engaged  in  the  grocery  business, 
and  at  the  hands  of  his  fellow  citizens  he  w'as 
made  an  alderman  of  this  city,  discharging  his 
duties  in  that  official  position  with  signal  ability. 

Mr.  Richardson  married  Della  Swearingen, 
W'hose  people  originally  came  from  Missouri, 
but  she  was  called  from  her  home  and  family  by 
death  on  April  27,  1903.  In  their  family  were  five 
children,  Charles,  deceased ; Walter,  Iva,  Will  A. 
and  Annie.  Mr.  Richardson  is  identified  with 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  church,  of  which  he  is 
a worthy  member.  His  many  admirable  char- 
acteristics have  gained  for  him  a large  circle  of 
friends,  and  he  is  widely  and  favorably  known 
in  his  city  and  county. 

DAVID  HENRY  SIGMON.  In  the  sum- 
mer of  1883  there  came  into  Bowie  a gentle- 
man whose  identity  with  the  city  dates  from 
that  event  in  his  life,  and  who  has  mode.stly 
pla}tyd  an  important  part  in  the  commercial 
development  of  Bowie.  This  young  emigrant 
of  thirty  years,  whose  cash  assets  would  have 
had  plenty  of  room  in  the  palm  of  your  hand, 
and  who  has  since  achieved  a financial  and  so- 
cial standing  of  the  first  order  was  none  other 
than  David  H.  Sigmon,  the  subject  of  this 
review. 

Catawba  county,  Nonli  Carolina,  was  the 
place  of  Air.  .Sigmon’?,  nati\ity  and  his  birth 
occtirrcd  September  afi,  1853,  The  grandfather 
of  our  .subject  establi.slied  the  family  in  that  coun- 
ty in  the  fore  pan  of  the  past  century,  going 
there  from  the  state  of  Peiin.sylvania.  Catawba 
county  was  then  a new  .and  rather  fron- 
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the  new  farms. 

There  his  children 

came 

CO  m.'iturity 

and 

assumed  their  rural 
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rion.s  in  life. 

The 

family  name  is  easily 

trace- 

able  to  the  German  blcxxl  and  its  descendants  in 
the  soutii  poini  to  either  .’vbel  or  Jacob  J.  Sig- 
mon, .sons  of  the  Penns^hiinia  ancestor,  as  the 
tree-trunks  of  their  respective  families. 

Jacob  J.  Sigmon,  our  subject’s  father,  was 
born  in  r8io,  devoted  himself  to  rural  pur,suits 
in  Catawl.a,  his  native  county,  and  passed  to 
rest  there  in  1878.  He  married  a < l.rman  lad_\. 
Si\a  Setzer,  who  died  in  l8ti8,  being  the 
mother  of  Ellen,  wife  of  John  J.  Reinhardt,  of 
Catawba  county.  North  Carolina  ; Pinkney,  who 
was  a prominent  citizen  of  liowie  and  died  in 
1004  leaving  a family;  David  H.,  our  subject; 
Jane,  wife  of  J<.,hn  Coiierning,  of  Bowie;  Julius, 
who  is  identified  with  the  mercantile  interests  of 
Bowie;  Fannie.  Mrs.  A.  P.  Sites,  of  Gomez. 
Texai;  and  Allie,  wife  of  Knox  C’operning,  of 
Caldwell  counir.  North  Carolina. 

The  common  schools  of  his  native  county 
and  Brv  ant  and  .Stratton's  I'lUsiness  College  in 
B.aitimorc  gave  D.avici  H.  Sigmon  hi.-  literary 
and  l)u,sinc-s  education.  At  twenty  years  of 
ago  he  had  nni.-lied  his  cilneation  and  at  twen- 
ty-one he  deiiartcd  from  the  old  home  to  begin 
life  in  the  west  with  little  more  than  funds 
enough  to  pay  his  fare  to  his  destination  at 
Dallas.  In  the  course  '.’f  his  rounds  in  Dallas, 
in  an  cifort  to  properly  locate  himself  in  a po- 
sition, he  foil  in  with  the  firm  of  I.Jttkh.aIc  & 
Brother,  hide,  w r.,-)]  and  cotton  buyers,  who 
cngagcl  his  .services  uilhout  date.  Having 
sliown  an  afitifude  for  his  work  the  firm  sent 
him  to  For:  Worth  in  187'',.  v..>  take  charge  of 
dicir  hrancli  busines,*  tliere,  and  w hich  he  real- 
ly t\stab]i;s]ied  for  them.  He  made  the  Little- 
hale  w ninre  in  f'ort  M’orth  a success  and  re- 
mained with  hi^  eniphyvcrs  until  the  year  of 
hi-  adv  ent  le.  Bowie  where  iic  embarked  iif  the 
s.ame  line  of  Int-iness  in  company  with  Dong. 
AN  i.sc,  in>w'  •')!  Jeflerson.  Texas.  His  capital  at 
the  opening  was  le.ss  than  '.nc  hinnlred  dollars 
am!  it  iriok  sudden,  frequent  and  many  turn.s  of 
it  to  jil.'icc  linn  where  he  felt  some  financial  in- 
d('pciidencc.  ,Nt  the  end  of  a y"car  he  bought 
‘’lU  hi,-  iianiiei  .tiid  took  in  his  brother,  Julius, 
with  vvlion:  in-  conducted  tlu'  liide,  wool  and 
coooii  l-.usiiie.--^  for  thrt;e  yc.ar.s.  'ilicn  Inlying 
on;  fiis  livother.  lie  remained  in  the  husiness 
iiiitil  1802  when  iu'  jiurchased  ilie  furniture 
-loek  :)i  J.  T.  BurtieU  and  Companw  In  the 
eomsc  of  lime  lie  jc>ined  J.  ,\.  Biirgmss  in  the 
umh-naking  Im.sincss  aii'i  with  these  proini- 
ncni  bu.sines,-  coniKietion.-  he  wa.s  identified 


with  Bowie's  dome.stic  commerce  March  i, 
1905.  Mr.  Sigmon  has  also  e.stablished  himself 
in  the  furniture  bu.siness  in  Chickasha,  Indian 
Territory,  and  there  he  liuilt  a factory  for  the 
manufacture  of  the  cheaper  grades  of  furni- 
ture. The  style  of  the  firm  is  the  Sigmon  Fur- 
niture and  Carpet  Company  and  his  sons  are 
active  ineinhcrs  of  tlic  firm  and  proprietors  of 
the  business. 

In  Decem'oer,  1878,  David  H.  Si.gmon  and 
-Miss  Frnma  A.  Thornton  were  married  in  Fort 
Worth.  -Mrs.  Sigmon  is  a daughter  of  John  A. 
Thornton  who  came  to  Texas  from  Vicksburg, 
Mississippi,  in  ,1873.  htrs.  Sigmon  was  born  in 
hlississippi  and  is  the  mother  of  Claud  T., 
William  IL,  Alma  and  Julia  Sigmon,  all  ad- 
juncts to  the  family  home. 

As  a citizen  of  Bowie  IMr.  Sigmon  is  puhlic- 
.spirited,  loy  al  and  earnest.  Whenever  called 
to  serve  tlie  public  on  municipal  matters  he 
has  clone  so  with  a singleness  of  purpose  and 
to  the  unswerving  interests  of  his  town.  He 
represented  the  Third  ward  in  the  common 
council  for  some  time  and  ha.s  never  failed  to 
‘d)C  there"  wdicn  sub.stantial  efforts  were 
needed  to  locate  some  desirable  enterprise  or 
to  raise  a fund  for  some  pnldic  lienefit.  He  is 
a Democrat  and  holds  a memlicrship  in  the 
Mi.-sionary  Baptist  church. 

LUKE  T.  MOSEI.Y,  the  owner  of  nine 
hundred  and  thirty  acres  of  valuable  land  com- 
prising a richly'  cultivated  tract  and  good  pas- 
tures, is  known  as  a prominent  stock  farmer  of 
’\Iontagiie  ccMinty,  wlio  siiice  pioneer  days  has 
lived  in  western  Tcxa.s  and  has  been  a witness 
i.f  the  great  changes  that  have  occurred  here 
as  the  years  have  passed  by  and  the  work  of 
reclamation  has  been  carried  fonvard,  so  that 
the  old  hunting  grounds  of  the  Indians  have 
been  transformed  into  a district  thickly'  popu- 
lated with  a contented  and  prosperous  people, 
canwing  on  the  variv>u.s  liric.s  of  husiness  activ- 
ity that  have  contributed  to  the  country*'s  pros- 
perity. 

Air.  AIoscK'  is  a native  of  T.onisiana,  where 
his  birth  occurred  on  the  1st  of  .March,  1857. 
He  'vas  reared  to  farm  pursuits  and  iinrsned 
Ins  education  in  ihc  common  schools  of  Texas, 
wh.ither  he  wa.s  brought  by  his  parents,  Clem 
and  Lucinda  (Herd)  Mosely,  both  of  w'liora 
were  native.^  of  Louisiana.  The  father  was  a 
[ilantcr  and  slave  owner  who  prospered  in  his 
business  undertakings  until  his  estate  w'as  de- 
vastated by  the  ravages  of  war  and  the  earn- 
ings and  savings  of  a life  time  were  swept 
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away.  He  had  about  thirt)’-  slaves  at  that  time. 
Believing  that  the  war  had  been  inaugurated 
in  order  to  free  the  negroes  he  thought  that  he 
might  save  them  coming  to  Texas,  where 
he  would  be  out  of  the  path  of  the  armies.  Ac- 
cordingly he  removed  to  the  Lone  Star  state, 
bringing  his  familj'  and  his  slaves  with  him. 
He  Settled  in  Lavacca  county,  where  he  died  in 
the  latter  part  of  1864.  He  was  loyal  to  the 
south  but  was  too  old  for  actual  service,  al- 
though he  gave  his  influence  and  support  in 
every  way  possible  to  the  Confederacy.  After 
the  close  of  the  war  he  was  left  with  little  to 
support  his  family.  Later  his  wife  removed 
with  the  family  to  Johnson  county,  where  she 
died.  The  death  of  Mr.  Mosel3^  occurred  in 
Lavacca  county.  He  was  a Strong  Democrat 
but  without  a.spiration  for  office.  He  held  mem- 
bership in  the  Presb\nerian  church.  Mrs.  Mose- 
ly  w^as  a daughter  of  a Mr.  Herd,  who 
removed  from  Louisiana  tO  Texas  and  died  in 
Las'acca  counnr  He  tvas  also  a stanch  advo- 
cate of  the  Confederate  cause  but  wms  exempt 
from  field  service  by  bis  years.  The  war  also 
occasioned  bis  financial  ruin  as  it  did  so  mans? 
of  the  old  and  prominent  families  of  the  south. 
He  w'as  a member  of  the  Baptist  church  and 
w?as  a most  w?ortliy  gentleman.  In  the  family 
were  five  children:  Marj? ; Cordelia;  Mi's, 

Lucinda  Mosely ; Kenon,  wdio  during  the  Civil 
rvar  was  assigned  to  the  duty  of  making  shoes 
for  the  Confederate  soldiers  and  wdio  died  in 
California;  and  Pollard,  rvho  died  in  Texas. 
Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mosely  were  bom  four 
children:  James  x\.,  a farmer  of  the  Indian  Ter- 
ritory; Luke  T.,  of  this  review;  George  D.,  of 
Hansford  count)?,  Texas : and  Molly,  the  wife 
of  W.  Hardy. 

Luke  T.  Mosely  was  a young  lad  w?hcn.  the 
family  removed  from  Louisiana  to  Texas  and 
after  the  death  of  his  father  he  went  to  live  in 
the  home  of  his  maternal  uncle,  Kenon  Herd, 
with  whom  he  remained  until  he  had  attained 
his  majority.  He  went  with  him  to  Johnson 
county  and  then  came  with  him  to  Montague 
county  in  1872.  There  were  few  permanent 
settlers  here  at  that  time.  Wild  game  was 
plentiful  and  all  conditions  of  pioneer  life  w?ere 
to  be  met.  Little  farming  had  then  been  done 
in  the  county  and  Mr.  Mosely  has  witnessed 
its  permanent  and  substantial  development 
and  improvement.  He  attended  the  first  court 
held  in  the  county  wdien  there  was  no  court 
house,  the  session  being  held  under  a brush 
arbor  at  Montague.  Cattle  raising  was  the 


principal  industry  at  the  time  or  his  arrival 
here  but  he  has  seen  rhe  w'ork  of  farming  and 
fruit  raising  introduced  and  profitably  carried 
on  and  has  assisted  materially  in  the  work  of 
development  in  this  part  of  the  state.  He  re- 
mained w?ith  his  uncle  until  1879.  when  he  was 
m,arried  and  took  up  his  abode  on  a rented 
farm.-  -where  he  lived  for  four  years.  He  then 
bought  a farm  but  later  sold  that  property  and 
again  invested  in  ‘ another  farm,  Irecoming 
owner  of  four  hundred  acres,  on  -which  he  yet 
resides.  There  were  but  small  and  poor  im- 
provements ou  the  place  at  that  time,  A log 
cabin  had  been  built  and  some  land  -was  under 
cultivation,  but  .soon  he  wnouglit  a decided 
transformation  in  the  appearance  of  his  place, 
and  he  extended  its  boundaries  by  additional 
purchase  from  time  to  time  until  he  now  owns 
nine  hundred  and  thirty  acres.  He  has  cleared 
and  improved  the  place,  and  now  has  exten- 
sive field.s  under  cultivation.  There  is  also  a 
large  pasture,  and  he  raises  stock  in  addition 
to  the  cultivation  of  crops  best  adapted  to  soil 
and  climate.  He  has  erected  a commodious 
frame  residence,  has  also  built  barns  and  sheds 
for  the  shelter  of  grain  and  stock,  has  planted 
an  orchard,  used  the  latest  improved  ma- 
chinery in  the  work  of  the  farm  and  has  intro- 
duced the  substantial  improvements  that  are 
upon  a model  farm  property. 

On  the  25th  of  December,  1879,  Mr.  iMosely 
was  married  to  I\liss  Mary  Miller,  a native  of 
East  Tennessee,  born  August  3,  1859,  and  a 
•daughter  of  John  M.  and  Mary  (Singletariy ) 
Miller,  the  former  a native  of  Ray  county, 
East  Tennessee,  the  latter  of  Charleston, 
South  Carolina.  Both  were  descended  from 
lionored  and  prominent  Southern  ancestry. 
Her  father  was  reared  in  Tcmicssec,  and  soon 
after  his  marriage  there  removed  to  llissouri. 
When  the  war  was  begun  with  Mexico  he  vol- 
unteered and  served  throughout  the  period  of 
hostilities.  During  that  time  his  wife  returned 
to  Tennessee,  where  he  joined  her  at  the  close 
of  the  war.  He  then  began  farming  in  that 
state,  in  wdiicb  he  continued  successfully  until 
the  beginning  of  the  Civil  war.  He  was  a I\'Iis- 
sionar)?  Baptist  minister  of  more  than  ordinary 
ability,  and  did  active  work  in  carrying  the 
message  of  the  gospel  to  the  people  of  his 
state.  When  hostilities  beg.an  between  the 
north  :md  the  south  he  joined  the  Confederate 
arin\-  and  was  made  a chaplain,  in  which  posi- 
tion he  served  until  the  war  was  ended.  He 
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not  only  carrietl  on  farming  in  Tennessee,  but 
also  gave  .-.ome  time  to  mcrcliandising,  but 
the  ravages  of  war  |>roved  greatly  detrimental 
to  hi-'  business  affairs  and  financial  conefftion. 
He  remained  in  Tennessee  until  1873,  when 
he  remo\  ed  to  Texas,  first  locating  in  Cooke 
count'-,  v\  here  he  oi>erated  a rented  farm.  Sub- 
se(jueiuly  he  came  to  Montague  county  and 
purch.a.sed  raw  land  near  Bonita,  on  which 
was  a log  house.  There  he  opened  up  a good 
farm,  made  substantial  improvements,  and 
became  one  of  the  leading  agriculturists  of 
Montague  county,  where  he  continued  to  re- 
side up  U)  the  time  of  his  death,  in  1893.  Dur- 
ing all  these  years  he  not  only  coiuluctetl  his 
business  affairs,  but  also  engaged  in  [ireach- 
ing,  and  was  a devoted  and  earnest  minister 
of  the  Baptist  church  and  a conscientious 
Christian  gentleman,  whose  life  was  crowmed 
with  many  gocKi  deeds,  while  his  influence 
was  a potent  element  for  good  in  every  com- 
munity vvhere  he  lived  and  labored.  He  was 
a veteran  of  two  wars,  but  he  is  more  widely 
remembered  ami  loved  for  his  acts  of  charity, 
his  heljiful  spirit  and  his  irrcjiroachablc  honor. 
His  w'lfe  survived  him  for  a few  years,  and 
died  at  the  old  homestead  July  15,  1905.  at  the 
advanced  age  of  eighty-four  years.  She,  too, 
was  a consistent  ineinher  of  the  Baptist 
church.  Their  children  were  nine  in  number: 
Thomas,  who  was  killed  at  the  siege  of  Vicks- 
burg; Itfrs.  Orlcna  Hambriglu;  Nathaniel, 
who  was  killed  by  bushwhackers  during  the 
Civil  war  while  in  North  Carolina;  Leonidas, 
who  died  in  childhood  ; Tennessee,  the  wife  of 
f{.  Kate;  Benton  IT,  who  i.s  living  in  Bowie, 
I'cxas : John,  who  died  at  the  age  of  seven 
years:  IMrs.  IMary  J.  Mosely,  and  Sterling  P., 
who  is  operating  the  homestead  farm. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  iMosely  was 
blessed  with  two  daughters  and  a son:  Texas 
P.,  whi'  is  now  the  wife  of  A.  Holland;  Mabel, 
the  wife  of  I-.  Ware,  and  John  S.,  who  is  as- 
sisting on  the  home  farm. 

Mr,  Mosely  deserves  much  credit  for  the 
success  which  he  has  achieved,  for  he  started 
out  11)  life  einpt_v-handed,  renting  land  until 
his  lalxirs  h.ad  brought  him  sufficient  capital 
to  eualile  him  to  purchase  property.  Persist- 
ency', energy  and  strong  force  of  character 
have  been  the  salient  features  in  his  success, 
ami  today  he  i.s  one  of  the  well-to-do  agricul- 
turists and  stock  raisers  of  Montague  county. 
He  votes  with  the  democracy,  and  both  he  and 
his  w ife  are  active  members  in  the  Missionary 


Baptist  church.  Their  circle  of  friends  is  ex- 
tensive. and  they  enjoy'  the  high  regard  of  all 
with  whom  they  have  been  brought  in  con- 
tact. 

SAMUEL  11.  SUTHERLAND,  who  is  en- 
gaged ill  real  estate  operations  in  El  Paso,  is 
by  birth,  iraiiiiiig  and  preference  a resident  of 
the  west.  His  birth  occurred  in  Lawrence, 
Kansas,  and  he  wa.s  reared  and  educated  in 
that  city,  acquiring  bis  preliminary  knowledge 
in  the  public  schools,  and  afterward  supple- 
niiiited  his  early  training  by  a course  in  the 
State  University,  locatecl  in  that  city,  ivhere 
he  was  a classmate  of  George  T.  Nicholson 
and  others  w ho  have  since  become  prominent, 
particularly  in  the  official  circles  of  the  Santa 
I'c  railroad.  As  Mr.  Sutherland’s  birth  oc- 
curred in  1858  he  was  but  a small  boy  at  the 
time  of  the  Cjuauirell  raid  in  Lawrence,  but 
remembers  the  circumstances,  his  cousin, 
Henry  Brown,  being  slieriff  of  the  comity  at 
that  time.  iMr.  Sutherland  continued  to  make 
his  home  in  Lawrence  for  some  time,  but  in 
December,  1880,  he  arrived  in  El  Paso  as  a 
passenger  on  the  old  Concord  stage  coach 
from  the  north,  the  railroads  at  that  time  hav- 
itig  not  y'et  been  completed  this  far.  The  first 
brick  building,  a small  structure,  was  being 
constructed  at  the  corner  of  El  Paso  and  San 
Antonio  streets.  In  ’March,  1881,  Mr.  Suther- 
land, in  partnership  with  A.  E.  Stewart,  under 
the  firm  name  of  Stewart  & Sutherland,  estab- 
lished the  first  grocery'  store  in  El  Paso,  con- 
ducting it  for  about  four  y'ears,  when,  ,011  ac- 
count of  ill  health,  IMr.  Sutherland  sold  out 
and  went  to  Mexico,  where,  to  enjoy'  the  bene- 
fits of  an  outdoor  life,  he  engaged  in  the  cat- 
tle business,  making  his  headquarters  at  La 
Luz.  He  was  thus  connected  with  the  cattle 
business  for  about  fifteen  y'ears,  and  subse- 
quently he  settled  at  Alamo  Gordo,  New  Mex- 
ico, where,  for  one  and  a half  y'cars,  lie  vvas 
the  agent  for  the  Alamo  Gordo  Improvement 
Company',  which  promoted  and  built  tliat 
beautiful  little  city,  improving  it  with  graded 
streets,  sidewalks,  trees,  parks,  a beautiful 
lake  and  other  equipments  which  add  to  the 
attractive  appearance  of  the  city'.  This  is  a 
new  town  that  was  established  on  the  El  Paso 
& Northeastern  Railway  not  long  after  the  com- 
pletion of  the  road. 

Returning  to  El  Paso  Mr.  Sutherland  has 
invested  quite  extensively  in  realty  interests, 
and  in  addition  to  the  care  and  rental  of  his 
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own  property  he  is  conducting  a real  estate 
business  as  a member  of  the  firm  of  Newman 
& Sutherland,  established  in  the  summer  of 
1905,  his  partner  being  G.  T.  Newman,  who 
is  represented  elsewhere  in  . this  work.  Mr. 
Sutherland  was  married  in  Pennsylvania  to 
Miss  Carrie  E.  Findley,  a daughter  of  one  of 
the  old  California  pioneers.  He  has  been  a 
witness  of  many  intere.sting  experiences  con- 
nected with  the  development  of  the  w’cst,  and 
as  the  years  have  gone  by  has  noted  its.  re- 
markable growth  and  development.  In  ev-ery 
community  in  which  he  has  lived  he  has  given 
hearty  co-operation  to  movements  for  the  gen- 
eral good,  and  at  the  .same  time  has  con- 
ducted his  business  interests  with  a care  and 
precision  that  have  resulted  in  the  acquire- 
ment of  a comfortable  competence. 

CAPTAIN  CICERO  SMITH  is  the  presi- 
dent of  the  First  National  Hank,  of  Mineral 
Wells,  and  figures  prominently  in  financial 
and  commercial  circles  in  Northern  and  West- 
ern Texas,  both  as  a banker  and  lumberman. 
He  stands  today  as  one  of  the  representative 
men  of  his  state,  quick  to  recognize,  utilize 
and  master  opportunities.  No  citizen  of  Palo 
Pinto  county  is  a more  thorough  representa- 
tive or  more  devoted  to  the  promotion  or  W'el- 
fare  of  the  county  than  Mr.  Smith,  and  he  is 
wddely  known  for  the  prominent  part  he  has 
taken  in  local  affairs  as  well  as  for  his  business 
activit}'. 

Captain  Smith  was  born  in  Walker  county, 
Georgia,  in  1845,  ^is  parents  being  Jesse  K. 
and  Nancy  E.  (Kight ) Smith.  The  father, 
who  was  born  in  North  Carolina,  was  a farmer 
by  occupation,  and  came  to  Texas  in  1871,  lo- 
cating in  Cass  county,  w'here  his  death  oc- 
curred in  1876.  His  wife,  w’ho  was  born  in 
South  Carolina,  has  also  passed  awa3^  Their 
son,  Cicero,  was  reared  on  the  home  farm,  and 
at  the  age  of  seventeen  j^ears  enlisted  in  the 
Confederate  army,  although  quite  a frail  j'outh, 
w'eighing  at  that  time  onh'  ninety  pounds.  He 
first  joined  the  Second  Georgia  Battalion,  and 
afterward  became  a member  of  the  Fourth 
Georgia  Cavalrj"  in  1S62.  During  most  of  his 
war  experience  he  was  attached  to  the  Army 
of  the  Tennessee.  On  the  12th  of  October, 
1862,  about  four  miles  south  of  Nashville,  Ten- 
nessee, he  was  taken  prisoner,  but  after 
twenty-nine  days  he  escaped  and  rejoined  his 
regiment.  He  partieijjated  in  the  Battle  of 
Chickamauga,  and  subsequent!}'  tvas  under 


General  Longstreet  in  the  city  of  Knoxville. 
He  then  rejoined  the  Tennes.see  army  at  Dal- 
ton, Georgia,  and  vva.s  in  the  campaign  from 
that  place  to  ,A.tlanta,  and  partici])ated  in  all 
of  the  engagements  with  Sherman’s  army  in 
that  state.  His  regiment,  although  greatly  de- 
pleted through  death  and  woiutds,  distin- 
guished itself  by  caj)turing  twenty-five  hun- 
dred zouaves  of  the  northern  army  on  the  22d 
of  July,  1864.  After  the  fall  of  Atlanta  Cap- 
tain Smith  vvetit  on  the  Wheeler  raid,  and,  fol- 
lowing the  campaign  in  Tennes.see,  he  was  de- 
tailed for  duty  in  northern  Georgia,  where  he 
remained  until  the  close  of  the  war.  He  was 
a brave  soldier,  loyal  to  the  cause  he  espoused, 
and  never  faltered  in  the  performance  of  any 
duty. 

In  i8t56  Captain  Smith  decided  to  remove 
to  Texas,  and  in  that  year  located  in  I’anola 
county,  in  East  Texa,s,  where  he  remained  for 
si.x  years,  carrying  on  the  ocenpation  of  farm- 
ing. He  then  removed  to  Cass  county,  and  in 
1883  he  established  a sawmill  at  Queen  City, 
but  as  there  was  no  railroad  at  that  point  he 
removed  the  mill  to  Forest  Home,  which  was 
located  on  the  railroad  line,  thus  securittg  bet- 
ter shipping  facilities.  In  1886  he  removed  to 
Logansport,  Louisiana,  where  he  operated  his 
mill  for  two  years,  and  then  removed  the  lum- 
ber business  in  Texas,  taking  his  mill  to  Ten- 
aha,  in  Shelby  county.  There  he  engaged  in 
sawung  lumber  for  three  years,  after  which  he 
returned  to  Panola  county,  erecting  his  mill 
at  Boren,  where  it  has  since  remained,  and 
Boren  is  now  the  center  of  the  lumber  opera- 
tions. From  a small  beginning  Captain  Smith 
has  develo[)ed  a business  of  mammoth  pro- 
portions, becoming  one  of  the  leading  lumber 
manufacturers  and  dealers  of  Texas.  Although 
his  manufacturing  is  <lone  in  the  great  lumber 
district  of  East  Texas,  he  has  for  several  years 
lived  in  Western  Texa,s.  Besides  the  large 
mill  at  Boren  he  conducts  a very  extensive 
wholesale  and  retail  lumber  business,  having 
yards  at  various  points  in  this  state.  He  is 
president  of  the  Cicero  Smith  Lumber  Com- 
pany, at  Forth  Worth,  having  extensive  yards 
at  that  place ; also  at  Alvord,  Decatur,  Ivlem- 
phis.  Shamrock,  Roe.  McLean.  San  .Angelo, 
Ballinger,  and  Graham,  Texas,  and  at  Adrian, 
Indian  Territory.  The  average  man  would  be 
well  content  to  have  established  a business  of 
the  importance  and  proportions  of  the  lumber 
trade  which  Captain  Smith  controls,  but  he 
has  extended  his  efforts  to  other  lines,  being 
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now  largely  engaged  in  the  banking  business. 
In  1900  he  established  the  First  National 
Bank  of  hlineral  Wells,  and  he  is  also  a di- 
rector of  the  Bank  of  Mineral  Wells.  He  like- 
wise est.ablished  the  Graham  National  Bank, 
of  Graham,  of  which  he  is  president,  and  he  is 
also  vice-president  of  the  Western  National 
Bank,  of  Fort  Worth.  He  is  a director  in  the 
Landon  National  Bank,  at  San  Angelo,  die  Citi- 
zens' National  Bank,  at  Ballinger,  and  the 
bank  of  Smith  iX  Eddlcman,  at  Gainesville; 
also  of  the  First  National  Bank,  at  Byers,  In- 
dian Territory. 

Captain  .Smith  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Geneva  (Ilarcourt  ) Smith,  whose  home  was 
formerly  near  San  .Angelo.  Cajilain  Smith  has 
eiglit  children:  J.  William,  Sidney,  Clemmie, 
Helen,  Julius,  Susie,  Esther  and  Cicero,  Jr. 

Capnain  Smith  belongs  to  the  Bai>tist  church 
and  to  the  Masonic  fraternity.  For  about  four 
years  he  has  made  hi.s  home  in  iMineral  W^ells, 
of  which  city  he  is  a valued  and  re.spected  citi- 
zen, taking  an  active  part  in  everything  per- 
taining to  the  general  welfare. 

Ill  business  affairs  Captain  Smith  is  ener- 
getic, prompt  and  notably  reliable.  Tireless 
energy,  keen  perception,  honesty  01  purpose,  a 
geniue,  for  devising  and  executin.g  the  right 
thing  at  the  right  time,  joined  to  every-day 
common  sense,  guided  by  resistless  will  power, 
are  the  chief  characteristics  of  the  man.  Jus- 
tice has  ever  been  maintained  in  his  relations 
to  p.itrons  and  employees,  and  many  of  those 
who  began  with  him  at  tlie  commencement  of 
his  career  are  still  in  his  service.  He  has  not 
been  slow  to  assist  and  encourage  others  who 
have  left  his  ern|iIoy  to  enter  business  for 
themselves,,  and  in  return  lie  naturally  has  the 
loy,a!  sujiport  of  all  tiie  employees.  He  has 
been  watchful  of  all  the  details  of  his  busines.s, 
and  of  all  indications  pointing  toward  pros- 
perity, and  from  the  beginning  had  an  abid- 
ing friilli  in  the  ultimate  success  of  his  enter- 
prise. He  has  gained  wealth,  3-et  it  was  not 
alone  the  goal  for  w-hich  he  was  striving,  and 
he  i.iel'ongs  to  that  cLiss  of  representative 
American  citizen.s  who  promote  the  general 
prosperit'-  while  advancing  individual  inter- 
ests. 

JE.^SE  rillLir  G-AIiIBILL.  Firmly  estab- 
lished on  his  farm  on  the  water-course  of  Sandy, 
in  Montague  county,  is  Jesse  P.  Gambill,  whose 
life  record  it  is  our  privilege  to  herewith  present. 
He  settled  in  the  Selma  neighborhood  in  the 
fall  of  iSSi  and  is  notv  almost  within  calling 


distance  of  the  spot  upon  which  he  first  lo- 
cated. First  as  a stockman  and  farmer  and 
later  as  purely  a tiller  of  the  soil  he  has  achieved 
success  and  provided  himself  and  his  children 
wulh  .sufficient  of  the  substantial  things  of  life 
to  guarantee  them,  with  wise  management,  a 
fair  degree  of  independence  through  life. 

iMr.  Gambill  came  into  Montague  from  Cooke 
county  after  having  pas.sed  fourteen  years  there. 
He  was  a young  man  of  twenty-two  when  he 
came  to  the  state  and  he  found  work  with  Mul- 
hall  and  Scalings,  large  ranch  men  in  Cooke 
county.  He  had  charge  of  their  outfit  for  six 
years  and  drew  a salary  of  sixty-five  dollars  a 
month.  While  he  was  not  economical,  intention- 
ally, he  accumulated  something  from  his  salary’ 
and  his  "privileges”  so  that  w’hen  he  left  hfs 
employers  he  wa.s  able  to  engage  in  farming,  on 
rented  land,  with  some  degree  of  independence. 
During  the  first  year  he  Itad  the  goodness  to 
go  a friend’s  security  and  when  he  got  through 
with  that  he  was  pretty  well  “cleaned  up.”  He 
buckled  on  the  armor  a little  lighter  thereafter 
and  retrieved  his  fortunes  so  that  he  had  four 
horses  and  thirteen  head  of  cattle  when  he  start- 
ed life  on  Sandy,  in  Montague. 

rite  first  land  he  ever  owned  tvas  a tract  of 
one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  where  he  first  set- 
tled. at  Selma,  and  this  he  was  “paying  out” 
when  he  sold  it  and  in  1889  purchased  his 
present  home  place.  His  efforts  on  this,  together 
with  those  of  his  family,  have  enlarged  his  farm 
to  two  hundred  and  thirteen  acres,  provided  one 
son  with  a farm  of  one  hundred  and  eighty’  acres 
.and  another  son  with  one  of  one  hundred  acres. 

Jesse  P.  Gambill  was  Ixtrn  in  Bedford  county, 
Tennessee,  November  10,  1848.  His  father, 

Newton  C.  Gambill,  was  a native  of  the  same 
county,  where  his  father.  Newton  C.  Gambill, 
settled  from  North  Carolina  in  an  early’  day. 
They  were  large  and  successful  farmers  prior 
to  the  war,  oivning  much  land  and  many  slaves, 
and  the  president's  emancipation  proclamation 
caught  New’ton  Gambill,  Jr.'s  estate  with  thirty- 
eight  souls  to  be  freed.  When  the  war  came 
on  Newton,  Jr.,  was  completing  the  organiza- 
tion of  a company  to  enter  the  Confederate  army 
when,  in  J'uh , 1861.  he  w.is  t.'iken  ill  and  died. 
In  the  early  times  he  was  a Knownothiiig  in 
politics,  but  when  the  issues  of  the  war  brought 
the  conflict  close  to  hand  he  added  his  voice 
and  his  work  to  the  cause  of  the  south.  While 
the  hand  of  death  removed  him  just  as  the 
crisis  came  and  prevented  his  taking  the  field, 
five  of  his  sons  served  their  country  under  the 
stars  and  bars  and  all  passed  through  and  lived 
to  witness  a reunited  nation. 
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Ne\rton  C.  Gambill,  Jr.,  married  Minerva  Phil- 
lips, a daug'liter  of  John  Phillips,  a Pennsylvania 
settlor  to  Tennessee.  Mrs,  Gambill  died  in  1867, 
at  the  age  of  about  sixty-three,  and,  at  his  death 
Mr.  Gambill  was  also  si.xty-three  years  old.  Their 
children  were  : Thomas,  John,  William  and  Nerv- 
ton  C.  All  sera'ed  in  the  army  and  died  in  Tennes- 
see leaving  families:  Jesse  P. ; Martha,  of  Okla- 
homa, married  Wiley  O’Neal ; Puss,  who  passed 
away  in  Temiessee,  was  the  wife  of  .Sargent 
Price ; Susan,  wife  of  Joe  King,  died  in  Ark- 
an.sas  and  Minerva,  of  the  old  home  state,  mai;- 
ried  S.  Phillips. 

Jesse  P.  Gambill  joined  the  southern  army 
in  the  spring  of  1865  and  was  in  Company  B, 
Colonel  Biffel's  Regiment,  Eighth  Tennesse  Cav- 
alry. He  remained  in  middle  Tennessee  and 
fought  at  Shelbyville  and  Marshall  and  was  in 
numerous  little  ‘'brushes”  with  the  enemy  before 
the  fatal  9th  of  April  of  that  year.  He  was  at 
Lewisburg  when  the  war  closed  and  he  went 
back  to  the  farm  at  once  and  engaged  in  the  labor 
of  his  youth. 

October  8,  1874,  Mr.  Gambill  was  united  in 
marriage  in  Cooke  county,  ■ Texas,  with  Miss 
Virginia  Barrett,  a daughter  of  Thomas  Bar- 
rett, from  Maury  county,  Tennessee,  Mrs,  Gam- 
bill  >vas  born  in  Hopkins  county,  Texas,  Novem- 
ber 6,  1851,  and  was  brought  up  in  Cooke  coun- 
ty. She  died  April  28,  1897,  being  the  mother 
of : Flavius  J.  and  Lula,  with  the  parental 

home ; V era,  wife  of  Will  Eans,  of  Montagi:e 
county,  and  Virginia  and  Jesse,  are  their  chil- 
dren; Landis,  Myrtle  and  Virginia  are  the  re- 
maining members  of  the  family. 

As  a citizen  of  his  county  Mr.  Gambill  has 
been  plain,  unobtrusive  and  unambitious,  save 
for  a fair  measure  of  success.  Politics  have  not 
emblazoned  his  horizon  with  glittering  prospects 
nor  religiou.s  fanaticism  occupied  his  mind.  When 
he  has  voted  the  Democratic  ticket  he  has  done 
his  whole  duty  in  politics  and  when  he  has 
supped  at  the  communion  of  the  Christian  church 
he  has  fulfilled  his  mission  as  a follower  of  the 
Master. 

FRANCIS  M.  DOAVD,  a prominent  mer- 
chant and  ginner,  of  Illinois  Bend,  Texas, 
dates  his  birth,  in  the  state  of  Illinois,  Novem- 
ber 27,  1847,  son  of  Lewis  and  Melvida  (Wor- 
thington) Dowd.  Lewis  Dow'd  belonged  to  a 
ConnectictU  family'.  In  his  y'oung  manhood 
he  went  west  to  Illinois,  where  he  was  vari- 
ously employed  before  he  married  and  settled 
down.  For  several  years  he  conducted  a wood 
yard  on  the  river,  and  also  owned  and  oper- 
ated a farm,  and  prospered  in  his  undertakings 


until  a great  flood  came,  changing  the  ch.annel 
of  the  river,  washing  awaj'  his  house  and  en- 
tire farm  and  leaving  him  not  only'  homeless 
but  also  almost  penniless.  Still,  however,  he 
continued  to  reside  in  that  loc-ality  until  his 
deatli,  which  occurred  in  1849,  and  his  wife 
did  not  long  survive  liim.  They'  left  four  chil- 
dren, Monroe.  Lemuel,  Francis  M.  and  Lewis. 
Homes  W'cre  found  for  the  children,  but  Fran- 
cis I\L,  not  being  satisfied  with  his  home,  left 
it  and  went  to  live  with  his  grandmother,  with 
w'hom  he  remained  until  her  death.  Then  he 
lived  about  from  place  to  place,  working  for 
such  wages  as  a boy  could  earn,  and  thus  grew 
up  without  any'  education  .save  what  he  g'aincd 
in  the  practical  school  of  e.xpcrience.  In  1866, 
at  Jhe  age  of  nineteen,  he  left  Illinois  and  came 
to  Texas  to  join  his  brothers,  Monroe  and 
Lewis,  who  had  come  to  this  state  in  1S56,  and 
located  in  Dallas  county'.  Meantime  Monroe 
had  enlisted  in  the  Confederate  array,  had  been 
taken  prisoner  by  the  enemy  and  had  died  of 
measles  while  incarcerated.  It  was  not,  how- 
ever, until  his  arrival  in  Texas  that  the  subject 
of  our  sketch  learned  the  fate  of  his  brother. 
The  other  brotlier,  Lemuel,  served  in  the  Fed- 
eral army',  after  the  war  continued  in  the 
United  States  army'  for  a fetv  y'ears,  and  finally' 
went  to  Poplar  Bluff,  hlissouri,  where  he  died, 
in  1901,  leaving  a widow  and  children.  The 
youngest  brother,  Lewis,  who  had  located  with 
IMonroe,  in  Dallas  county',  married  and  settled 
on  a farm  there,  and  there  spent  the  rest  of  his 
life,  and  died  in  1888.  He  left  a widow  and 
four  children,  at  tliis  writing  the  children  all 
being  married  and  doing  well. 

Francis  M.,  on  his  arrival  in  Te.xas,  became 
a cow-puncher.  He  made  several  trips  with 
large  herds  of  cattle  to  Abilene,  Kansas,  and 
in  1869  took  a herd  to  California,  expecting  to 
remain  there  and  engage,  in  mining.  But  min- 
ing did  not  proA'e  to  be  to  his  liking.  Return- 
ing to  Texas,  lie  rented  a farm  on  the  Brazos 
river,  but  on  account  of  heavy'  floods  was  com- 
pelled to  leave  there  in  1872.  We  next  find 
him  in  Denton  county',  assistant  iii  a sawmill ; 
then  in  Cooke  county',  near  Marysville,  where 
he  ran  a sawmill,  and  later  in  Dexter,  where 
he  operated  a cotton  gin.  -*\t  the  latter  place 
he  lived  eleven  years,  and  while  there,  in  1884. 
he  married.  Afterward  he  lived  eight  years  in 
Saint  Jo,  at  which  place  he  owned  and  ran  a flour 
mill  and  gin;  owned  and  ran  a gin  in  Moun- 
tain creek,  and  since  1900  has  been  a resident 
of  Illinois  Bend.  Here  he  bought  a mill  and 
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gin,  wliich  ne  has  since  operared  successfully, 
and  since  1003  he  has  also  been  engaged  in 
gcricra.1  me rch.andising.  haeing  in  that  year 
houghl  out  Y'haley  Brothers.  Associated  vvith 
hint  in  business  are  his  sons,  enterprising,  up- 
tie-dale  young  business  men.  He  continued  to 
run  the  .Mountain  creek  gin  until  1904,  when 
Lie  di.-'postd  of  it,  and  he  has  recently  bought 
the  Leon  gin.  in  Indian  Territory. 

Mrs.  Dowd  was  formerly  i\liss  Callie  Col- 
luins.  She  u as  Imm  in  ,\i issi.ssippi,  daughter 
of  Richard  C’ollums,  a native  of  that  state,  and 
one  v)f  the  jiioneers  of  Ccrcikc  county,  Texas. 
.Mr.  t'ollums  served  as  a Confederate  soldier 
through  the  war  of  the  Rebellion,  and  it  was 
soon  after  the  war  that  he  came  to  Texas.  He 
died  at  his  home,  near  Dexter,  in  Cooke 
county.  His  widow  survites  him,  ami  is  at 
this  writing  a resident  of  Dexter.  To  them 
were  born  se\  en  children,  namely:  Airs.  Lizzie 
Thornp.-on,  Sehe,  John  (deceased),  Callie, 
Mack.  .\lrs.  Pad  Alaxie  and  Airs.  Dade  t.iat- 
wood.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dowd  have  six  children: 
Williani,  Edward.  Cliff.  Roschsa,  Bess  and 
Flossa.  The  sons  are  all  in  business  with  their 
father,  Edwanl  being  at  the  head  of  tlie  store. 
William  is  the  only  one  of  the  children  mar- 
ried. 

SAAIUEl.  R.  TRCESDELL,  a veteran  of 
the  Cciiifederate  army,  and  one  of  the  early 
settlers  of  Cooke  county,  was  horn  in  Ripley 
countyy  Alissouri,  Juh'  2,  1833,  but  was  raised 
in  Creene  county.  His  father,  Samuel  R. 
Truesdell,  was  born  in  Kentucky,  and  became 
a shijiper  and  trader,  carrying  his  goods  south 
by  keel  or  flat  boat.  He  traded  and  sold  his 
product-'  along  the  rivers  to  New  Orleans,  and 
followed  that  business  for  many  years,  meet- 
ing with  success  in  his  undertakings.  At 
length  he"  made  a trip  to  the  Crescent  City 
when  cludera  was  raging  there  and  died  of  the 
disease.  lie  gave  all  cM  his  attention  to  his 
boating  and  iiri'>vi,'-ion  business,  and  became 
well  known  throughout  the  section  of  the 
country  in  wliich  he  iraxeled.  He  had  been 
marric<l  in  .Missouri  to  .Miss  Thurza  Davidson, 
a nati’.e  of  A’irginia  and  a daughter  of  George 
and  Jane  ! Rayburn)  r)avidson,  who  were  like- 
wise horn  in  the  Old  Dominion,  hut  became 
early  serJer.s  in  Alissouri,  where  the  father 
was  W'.ll  kiKAvn  as  a farmer  ami  slave  owner. 
His  death  occurred  in  the  latter  state.  In  his 
family  were  ihirtcen  children:  Milton, 

Thomas,  John,  Joseph.  James,  Martha,  Re- 


becca, George,  Mrs.  Thurza  Truesdell,  Airs. 
Bruce.  .Mrs.  Shields,  Airs.  J.  Dotrey  and  Ag- 
nes. C)f  this  family  John  came  to  Texas  and 
died  at  the  very  venerable  age  of  ninety  years. 

Samuel  R.  Truesdell  was  the  only  child  born 
unto  his  parents,  and  his  birtli  occurred  after 
the  father's  death.  The  mother,  however,  later 
married  I 'r.  C.  Berkins,  a leading  physician  of 
Alissouri,  wlio  had  a large  j)ractice  there,  but 
in  1850,  attracted  by  the  discovery  of  gold  in 
California,  he  went  to  that  state  and  died 
soon  afterward.  His  wudow  remained  in  Mis- 
souri until  after  the  Civil  war,  when  she  came 
to  Texas,  and  here  sj)ent  her  remaining  days. 
By  her  second  marriage  she  had  six  children: 
Eliza.  Lavisa,  Alary,  Constantine  H.,  Lucy  and 
Martha,  who  died  in  childhood. 

Samuel  R.  Truesdell  lived  with  hi.s  mother 
and  stepfather,  and  after  Dr.  Perkins  went  to 
California  he  was  his  mother’.s  active  and  able 
assistant.  In  1S55.  however,  he  married  and 
took  charge  of  affairs,  his  mother  and  her  chil- 
dren making  their  home  with  him  on  the  farm. 
He  thus  continued  in  business  until  1861,  when 
he  joined  the  state  guards  and  served  for  six 
months.  He  then  became  a member  of  the 
Third  Missouri  Cavalry,  which  was  attached 
to  Alannaduke’s  brigade  in  the  Ci-'iifederate 
army,  and  assigned  to  the  Trans-Mississippi 
Department,  with  which  he  continued  until  the 
close  of  the  war.  He  was  at  the  battle  of  AVil- 
son  Creek,  Elkhorn  and  many  other  important 
engagements  in  Missouri,  .Arkansas.  Louisi- 
ana and  Texas,  and  was  at  Shreveport,  Louis- 
ana,  at  the  time  of  General  Lee's  surrender. 
He  received  a parole  and  then  started  out  to 
find  his  famihu  who  had  been  banished  from 
.Missouri  in  1863,  liis  wife  ami  two  children, 
his  mother  and  three  children  and  others  of 
the  locality,  making  a total  of  fifty-nine  in  all, 
being  refugees.  They  all  located  in  Hempstead 
county,  Arkansas,  where  Air.  Truesdell  joined 
them,  and  he  brought  his  family  to  Texas,  lo- 
cating in  Fannin  county,  where  he  operated  a 
rented  farm  for  six  years.  He  next  bought  a 
farm,  on  which  he  resided  until  1875,  when  he 
sold  out  and  purchased  a half  section,  where 
he  yet  lives,  in  Cooke  county.  This  was  raw 
pr.iirie  land,  on  which  he  built  a log  cabin, 
while  later  he  built  some  frame  additions  to  the 
original  home.  Recently,  in  a terrific  wind 
.storm,  the  frame  additions  were  blown  away, 
but  the  log  house  is  yet  doing  service.  He  has 
fenced  and  placed  under  cultivation  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty  acres  of  land,  while  the  re- 
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mainder  of  his  fanii  is  devoted  to  pasturage. 
He  raises  considerable  stock,  and  .has  been 
ver>"  successful  in  securing  a competency  for 
old  age. 

On  the  5th  of  April.  1855,  ,Mr.  Truesdell  was 
married  in  Missouri  to  Miss  Mar}'  Bredcn,  a 
native  of  that  state  and  a daughter  of  Russell 
Breden,  of  Indiana,  w'ho  became  one  of  the 
early  settlers  of  Missouri,  where  he  follmved 
farming  and  .stock  raising.  He  was  also  influ- 
ential in  community  affairs  there,  and  served 
as  justice  of  the  peace  for  many  years,  to  which 
position  he  tvas  elected  as  a candidate  of  the 
Republican  party.  His  death  occurred  in  Mis- 
souri, and  was  the  occasion  of  deep  and  wide- 
spread regret,  for  he  wuas  respected  by  all  who 
knew  him.  In  his  family  were  elev'en  children  ; 
Maston,  Preston,  Shannon,  Elizabeth,  Lucin- 
da, Mar}',  Jane,  Louisa,  Serena,  Tennessee  and 
Amanda. 

The  home  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Truesdell  has 
been  blessed  with  five  children : Thomas  C., 
Martha  and  Belle,  all  of  whom  died  in  child- 
hood; Kate,  the  wdfe  of  George  Morgan,  and 
Mar}%  the  wife  of  W.  Z.  Haggard,  residing  in 
the  Chickasaw  Nation.  The  wife  and  mother 
was  called  to  her  final  rest  March  4,  1867,  and 
Mr.  Truesdell  has  always  remained  true  to  her 
memor}',  never  marrying  again.  She  was  an 
estimable  lady,  respected  by  all  who  knew  her, 
and  her  memory'  is  yet  enshrined  in  the  hearts 
of  her  family  and  many  friends.  Mr.  Trues- 
dell is  a devoted  member  of  the  Masonic  fra- 
ternity, and  in  his  life  exemplifies  the  benefi- 
cent spirit  of  the  craft.  Politically  he  is  a 
Democrat,  but  without  aspiration  for  office, 
preferring  to  give  his  undivided  attention  to 
his  business  affairs.  Since  the  time  of  the 
Civil  w'ar  he  has  made  his  home  in  Te.xas,  and 
has  done  his  full  share  toward  the  improve- 
ment and  upbuilding  of  the  locality  in  which 
he  has  made  his  home.  Those  who  know'  him, 
and  he  has  a wide  acquaintance,  are  his 
friends. 

WILLIAM  A.  HARRIS,  who  is  cariydng 
on  agricultural  and  horticultural  pursuits  in 
Cooke  county,  not  far  from  Saint  Jo,  is  a rep- 
resentative of  one  of  the  old  pioneer  families 
here,  and  was  born  April  25,  1866,  on  the  old 
family  homestead,  where  he  yet  resides.  Iti 
the  paternal  line  he  comes  of  Irish  lineage. 
His  .grandparents  were  John  and  Sovilla 
(Thompson)  Harris,  the  former  of  Iri.sh  line- 
age and  the  latter  a native  of  Ireland.  John 
Harris  lived  originally  in  Tennessee  and  after- 


ward in  Missouri,  while  suhse((ueiitly  he  came 
to  Texas,  settling  in  Hojtkins  county,  where 
he  developed  a farm.  Subsequently  he  removed 
to  Cooke  c(.)unty,  but,  because  of  the  ho.stility 
of  the  Indians,  lie  returned  to  Hopkins  county, 
there  spending  his  remaining  days,  his  atten- 
tion being  devoted  to  .general  agricultural  pur- 
suits and  stock  rai.sing.  He  was  among  the 
settlers  who  bore  the  hardships  and  deisriva- 
tions  of  pioneer  life,  but  laid  broad  and  deep 
the  foundation  for  the  present  dcvclopimnt 
and  pro.gress  of  the  county.  The  mcmliers  of 
his  family  were;  James.  Stephen,  W'illiani,  Co- 
lumlnis.  Elliott.  Anderson  and  John,  the  last 
three  being  soldiers  in  the  Confederate  army 
in  the  Civil  war;  Elzira,  I-ucretia,  Luev  and 
Dolly. 

James  Harris,  father  of  the  subject,  w'as 
born  in  Tennessee,  went  wdth  his  parents  to 
Missouri,  afterward  to  Arkansas  and  later  to 
Hopkins  county,  Texas,  where  he  attained  his 
majority.  There  he  started  upon  an  indepen- 
dent business  career,  beginning  farming  in 
that  locality  when  a young  man.  He  served 
his  country  as  a soldier  in  the  Mexican  war, 
after  which  he  returned  to  Hopkins  county, 
and  in  1850  was  married  to  Mi.ss  Einaline 
Trent,  who  was  born  in  Arkansas  in  March, 
1830,  and  was  therefore  about  five  years  her 
husliand’s  junior,  his  birth  having  occurred  in 
July.  1823.  With  her  mother  and  maternal 
grandjiarents,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mathias  Click,  she 
came  to  Texas  in  1834,  the  family  home  being 
established  in  I.amar  county  before  it  was  or- 
ganized. Her  .grandfather  had  been  an  early 
resident  of  Arkansas,  and  was  a pioneer  of 
Texas,  where  he  obtained  a head  right.  In  the 
course  of  time  he  was  known  as  a leading 
farmer  and  slave  owner  of  this  locality.  His 
dan.g-hter  became  the  wife  of  Thomas  Trent, 
who  aiTived  in  Texas  after  the  Click  family 
was  established  here.  He  settled  in  Lamar 
county  and  engaged  in  trading  in  stock  there 
up  to  the  time  oi  his  death.  Mrs.  James  Har- 
ris was  his  only  child.  She  was  reared  in  La- 
mar county  and  later  remo\ed  to  ILipkins 
county,  where  she  h'Ccaino  the  wife  of  Janies 
Harris,  of  Missouri.  They  then  toclc  it]>  their 
abode  upon  a farm.  Mr.  Harris  had  removed 
from  IMissouri  to  Arkansas  and  from  Arkansas 
to  Texas,  and  the  wedding  of  the  young  couple 
was  celebrated  in  1850.  He  then  located  on  a 
farm  with  his  bride  and  continued  its  improve- 
ment until  1855,  wdien  he  secured  a homestead 
claim  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres,  which 
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he  developed  and  improved  until  it  became  a 
valuable  and  producti\e  farm.  He  was  making" 
.good  progress  in  his  business  interests,  when, 
in  iSbn,  he  espoused  the  cattse  of  the  Conf^d- 
eraev,  and  enlisted  in  Captain  Houi's  company 
of  cavalry  in  Colonel  iUartin’s  regiment,  thus 
serving  until  the  close  of  the  war.  He  re- 
ceived an  honorable  discharge  May  26,  1865, 
at  Alilan,  Texas,  after  having  made  a creditable 
military  record,  characterized  by  valor  and  un- 
faltering loyalty  to  duty.  'While  he  was  in.  the 
army  his  family  resided  in  Gray’son  county', 
and  after  the  close  of  the  war  he  returned 
with  them  to  the  old  homestead,  whereon  he 
resumed  farming.  In  September,  i860,  when 
he  was  iuniting  his  hor.ses  on  a }>rairie  about 
two  miles  from  home,  he  was  run  down  and 
brutally  massacred  by  tiie  Indians,  who  in- 
stantly killed  and  scalped  him.  The  following 
day  his  remains  were  found  on  the  prairie  and 
were  interred  at  Saint  Jo,  He  was  unarmed, 
and  therefore  had  no  show  for  his  life.  He  had 
passed  tlirongh  two  wars  imfliiichingh',  never 
turning  his  back  to  the  enemy,  and  at  last  met 
death  at  the  hands  of  the  ircachcroiis  savage. 
He  had  also  been  en.gaged  in  some  raids  after 
the  Indians,  who  had  stolen  horses,  but  had 
taken  part  in  no  battles  with  them.  In  his 
farniing  operations  he  was  prospering,  ami 
was  getting  a good  start  in  the  stock  business, 
having  a nice  bunch  of  cattle.  The  Indians 
made  no  raids  nor  disturbed  his  family  at  the 
time  of  his  death,  which  tvas  one  of  those  hor- 
rible atrocities  that  are  unaccounted  for  in  the 
history  of  the  state.  I'.Ir.  Harris  was  a pro- 
gressive, enterprising  and  public-spirited  man, 
and  proved  a brave  and  fe.arles.s  .soldier,  and 
was  highly  respected  by  all.  In  politics  he  was 
a staunch  Dcmocr.at,  and  was  an  exemplary’- 
member  of  the  IMasonic  fraternity.  He  left  a 
wife  and  four  children,  who,  after  his  death, 
abandoned  the  farm  and  sought  safety  in  Hop- 
kins county,  where  they  conducted  fanning  in- 
terests. After  ten  j'ears,  however,  they  re- 
turned to  the  old  hoiTie.stead,  where  the  iiiother 
carefull}'  reared  her  children  until  they  were 
able  to  do  for  themselves.  She  is  yet  living, 
a bale  and  hearty  woman,  and  finds  a pleasant 
home  with  her  .son,  William  A.  Harris,  and 
bis  family,  .She  holds  membership  in  the  Chris- 
tirm  dinrcit.  Her  sous,  four  in  number,  were: 
S.ufus,  who  (lied  while  ill  Hopkins  county'  at 
the  age  of  eigliieen  years;  Thomas,  who  is 
farming  in  thi.s  neighborhood;  John,  an  agri- 
cnlturl.si  of  Indian  Territory,  and  William  A. 


On  the  old  home  farm  where  he  y et  resides, 
William  A.  Harris  was  born.  He  was  reared 
to  farm  life,  and  has  purchased  the  interest  of 
the  other  heirs  in  liis  mother’s  property,  until 
he  now  owns  two  hundred  and  eighty'  acres 
of  rich  and  arable  land,  which  he  is  rapidly’ 
bringing  under  cultivation,  now  having  nearly 
one  hundred  acres  comprised  in  his  richly 
cultivated  fields.  He  also  has  a good  orchard 
upon  his  place,  and  there  are  some  peach  trees 
yet  bearing  that  were  set  out  by  his  father. 
Mr.  Harris  is  gradually  e.xtending  his  fruit 
raising  interests,  has  planted  a large  number 
of  trees,  setting  otJt  a.hont  five  hundred  in  the 
year  1905.  Each  one  of  these  is  growing,  a 
fact  which  indicates  that  Texas  soil  is  well 
adapted  to  horticultural  pursuits.  At  the 
Louisiana  Purchase  Exposition,  in  St.  Louis, 
Missouri,  .Mr,  Harris  received  the  silver  medal 
for  choice  Ellierta  peaches.  He  has  one  El- 
berta  tree  over  thirty  feet  across  the  branches 
and  which  bore  at  least  fifteen  bushels  of 
fieaches  in  the  y'ear  11105.  In  connection  with 
liis  fruit-growing  interests  he  also  produces 
\arious  crops,  and  in  this  respect  is  likewise 
mt  cling  with  creditable  and  gratifying  suc- 
cess. 

In  1892  Iilr.  Harris  was  married  to  Miss  Ada 
Randal,  who  was  horn  in  Tennessee  in  1875, 
a daughter  of  Ilii.gh  L,  and  Tennessee  (Bond) 
Randal,  who  were  natives  of  Tennessee  and 
came  to  Texas  in  1880,  settling  in  Collin 
county.  Later  they  removed  to  Cooke  county, 
where  they’  remained  ten  years,  and  they’  now 
reside  near  Stoneburg,  in  iMontague  county', 
ivlicre  the  father  follows  the  occupation  of 
farniing.  Both  he  and  his  wife  are  devoted 
members  of  the  Christian  church.  In  their 
family'  were  seven  children  : David  G.,  a farm- 
er; Lulu.  \\ho  died  in  childhood;  Ada.  now 
Mr.s.  Harris;  Monroe,  a farmer  and  ginner; 
Columbus,  who  was  killed  on  the  railroad ; 
Clara  and  William,  y’et  at  home. 

The  marriage  of  TIr.  and  Mrs.  Harris  has 
been  blessed  with  an  interesting-  family  of  four 
children:  Charles,  born  in  February’,  1894; 

James  C.,  in  klarch,  1807 ; Dolly’,  in  June,  1900; 
and  Katie,  in  January’.  1903.  Mr.  Harris  is 
without  political  aspirations,  although  he 
never  wavers  in  his  allegiance  to  the  Democ- 
racy-, but  prefers  to  give  his  time  and  attention 
to  his  business  intere,sts,  which  are  capably 
conducted  along  modern  lines  of  activity'  and 
err'erprise.  In  this  way’  he  is  meeting  with 
gratifying  s'ucccss,  and  is  today'  one  of  the  sub- 


HISTORY  OF  NORTH  AND  WEST  TEXAS. 


605 


stantial  residents  of  Cooke  county.  He  has 
done  much  to  demonstrate  the  possibilities  of 
this  section  alongf  horticultural  lines'  and  de- 
serves much  credit  for  what  he  has  accom- 
plished. 

L.  L.  CR.'\DDOCK,  M.  D.,  with  a thorough 
understanding  of  the  responsibilities  that  de- 
volve upon  him  in  connection  with  his  chosen 
profession,  is  now  successful!}-  engaged  in  the 
practice  of  medicine  and  surgery  at  Belchcrville, 
Texas.  He  is  well  qualified  for  this  work'-and 
his  ability  is  recognized  by  the  public  in’  the 
liberal  patronage  tliat  Is  accorded  him. 

Dr.  Craddock  was  born  in  Claybourn  Parish, 
Louisiana,  April  25,  1861,  and  was  reared  to 
farm  life,  while  in  his  youth  liberal  educational 
advantages  were  afforded  him.  His  parents 
w'ere  William  B.  and  Mary  (Caswell)  Crad- 
dock, the  former  a native  of  Alabama  and  the 
latter  of  Georgia.  They  were  married,  how- 
ever, in  Mississippi.  The  paternal  grandfather. 
Burl  Craddock,  was  a native  of  the  Old  Domin- 
ion and  was  of  Scotch-Irish  lineage.  Through- 
out his  entire  life  he  followed  the  occupation 
of  fanning  and  was  honored  in  his  home  locality 
because  of  his  genuine  personal  worth,  lie  be- 
came an  early  settler  of  Alabama,  where  he 
spent  his  remaining  days,  his  death  there  occur- 
ring.  In  his  family'  were  the  following  named : 
James;  Richard  R.;  Martha,  the  wife  of  James 
Robinson;  and  Samuel  B,  The  three  brothers 
served  throughout  the  Civil  war  in  the  Confed- 
erate army. 

Samuel  B.  Craddock,  father  of  Dr.  Craddock, 
settled  in  Columbia  county,  Arkan.sas,  after  the 
close  of  the  Civil  war  and  was  there  engaged  in 
farming.  He  was  a mechanic  and  followed  his 
trade  for  a number  of  years.  In  1875  he  came 
to  Texas,  settling  in  JMontague  county,  where 
he  purchased  land  .'ind  turned  his  attention  to 
general  agricultural  pursuits,  improving  a good 
farm  on  which  he  remained  for  many  years.  He 
was  a successful  agriculturist,  well  known  and 
highly  respected.  Politically  he  is  a Democrat 
but  without  desire  for  office,  as  he  has  always 
preferred  to  concentrate  his  energies  upon  his 
business  interests.  For  many  years  he  was  in 
active  business  life,  but  is  now  living  retired 
at  Brad}'  Citv,  IMcCulloch  county,  Texas,  in  the 
enjo)>'ment  of  a well  earned  rest.  His  wife  died 
at  the  old  farm  homestead  in  Montague  county 
on  the  loth  of  March,  1881.  She  was  a daughteV 
of  Isam  Caswell,  a representative  of  an  hon- 
ored and  prominent  old  southern  family.  Her 
father  was  a brick  mason  by  trade  and  became 


a contractor  and  builder.  His  last  years  were 
spent  in  Arkan.sas,  where  hi.s  death  occurred 
some  time  ago.  His  chihlreri  were  : James,  who 
died  in  Georgia;  Jack  ; Benjamin;  Bud;  Nancy; 
and  Mary. 

l.mto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Craddock  were  born  the 
following  children:  James,  a prominent  phy- 

sician of  Bowie,  Texas  where  he  died  ; L.  L.,  of 
thi.s  review;  B.  L.,  a practicing  phy.sician  at 
Brady  City;  Sarah  A,,  the  wife  of  K.  G.  Drown; 
Alice,  the  wife  of  J.  A.  Lyons;  Alitmie  C.,  who 
died  at  the  age  of  twenty  years ; and  B.  F.,  who 
died  at  the  age  of  eight  j-oars.  Both  of  the 
parents  are  member.s  of  the  Methodist  church 
and  their  fidelity  to  honorable  principles 
throughout  life  has  gained  for  them  the  unqual- 
ified e.steem  of  tho,>c  with  whom  they-  have  been 
.associated. 

Dr,  Craddock,  .spending  his  boyhood  days  in 
his  parent’s  bcune.  accompanied  them  on  their 
various  rcrnovaks  and  as.sisted  his  father  in  the 
work  of  the  home  farm.  Through  his  perse- 
verence  and  energy  he  obtained  a liberal  edu- 
cation, attending  first  the  common  schools  and 
afterward  supplementing  his  knowledge  largely 
throiigh  reading  and  investigation.  At  the  age 
of  seventeen  years  he  entered  upon  the  study 
of  medicine  under  the  direction  of  Dr.  I.  W. 
Harvey',  wlio  continued  as  his  precejtt'"'r  for  four 
years.  He  then  accepted  a position  in  a drug 
store,  where  he  remained  for  two  years  and  in 
1890  he  entered  upon  a course  of  medical  lec- 
tures in  tlie  Hospital  Aledical  College  at  Afem- 
pliis,  Tennessee.  After  the  first  term  he  began 
the  practice  of  his  chosen  profe.s.sion  in  Alfs- 
sissippi.  where  he  remained  successfully  for  two 
years.  He  then  again  became  a stndetit  iit  the 
Hospital  Medical  College  and  after  his  second 
term  he  practiced  at  different  places  for  three 
y-ears,  when  he  again  resumed  bis  college  course. 
Following  hi.=  graduation  in  i,So8  be  came  to 
western  Texas  and  located  at  F.bon}-.  Alills 
county,  -where  he  remained  for  aliout  ten 
months.  He  then  located  at  Paintrock,  where 
he  spent  three  years  and  in  December,  1901,  he 
took  lip  bis  abode  in  Belcherville,  where  be  yet 
makes  his  home.  In  the  various  loe.ilities  in 
which  he  has  resided  be  has  been  quite  .sucec.ss- 
ful,  enjoiing  a con.stanrly  increasing  practice, 
but  he  h.as  sought  elsewhere  a brciadcr  field  of 
labor  and  his  usefulness  and  capability  have  in- 
creased as  the  years  hav.c  gone  by.  He  now 
has  an  extensive  practice  and  his  office  is 
e(|itii)ped  with  all  modern  accessories  that  sup- 
plement the  skill  and  ability  of  the  physician 
and  surgeon.  He  belongs  to  the  State  Medical 
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Asi>oa’ation  aiul  keeps  in  loudi  with  the  acl- 
vaneenient  made  in’  the  medical  fralcmity,  so 
tliat  Iti;-  labors  are  of  marked  benefit  to  his  fel- 
low men  in  the  conduct  of  a practice  that  is 
already  lar^c  and  is  constantly  growing. 

] )r.  Craddock  was  married  in  Johnson  county, 
Texas,  on  the  19th  of  October,  1898,  to  Miss 
\ iola  Seale,  who  was  born  in  Je)hnson  county, 
Texas.  August  1 6,  1S76,  and  is  a lady  of  su- 
perior intellectual  power  and  main'  graces  of 
character.  Her  jiarcnts  were  A.  J.  and  Amanda 
(Harris)  Seale,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of 
Alabama,  while  her  paternal  grand  parent.s  were 
Anthony  and  I’eggv  W'.  (Jenkins)  Seale,  the 
former  a native  of  (Heeargia  and  the  latter  of 
South  Carolina.  Their  marriage,  however,  was 
celebrated  in  Alaliama.  The  great-grandfather 
resided  in  Georgia  and  became  one  of  the  early 
settlers  of  Green  countv,  Alabama,  where  he 
followed  the  occujiation  of  farming.  He  was  of 
English  descent  and  his  children  were  eight  in 
number : P.urton,  Richard,  Jerry  Jarva,  Wil- 

liam, .\nthonv,  Elizjibeth  and  Sarah. 

.'\nthonv  Seale,  the  grandfather  of  Mrs.  Crad- 
dock. settled  in  Mississippi  subsequent  to  his 
marriage  and  there  bought  and  conducted  a 
large  jdantation.  on  which  he  reared  his  family. 
He  was  one  of  the  extensive  plantens  and  slave 
owners  of  the  state  and  became  quite  wealthy 
but  his  fortune  was  destroyed  through  the  rav- 
ages of  war.  In  his  political  views  he  was  a 
Dtniocrat.  while  in  religicius  faith  he  was  con- 
necteil  with  the  .Missionary  llaptist  church.  He 
died  in  the  rear  i8'i6.  Hi.s  wife  survived  him 
and  removed  with  the  family  to  Texas,  settling 
on  a farm  in  Johnsim  county.  .She  w as  a daugh- 
ter of  Keniamin  Jenkins  of  \’irginia.  who  after- 
ward became  a lending  and  well  known  planter 
of  Mi.ssi>sip])i,  who  was  active  in  pultlic  affairs 
and  for  many  years  served  as  ju.-tiee  of  the 
peace.  lie  too  helonged  te»  the  Missiontiry 
Hapiist  eliurch  and  he  won  the  rcspict  of  all 
who  knew  him.  His  children  were:  James: 

larkson;  kiehard;  and  IVggy  W..  who  hecame 
the  wife  i>\  \nthonv  .Seale.  L'nto  ,\lr.  and  .Mrs. 
.\iiiliony  Setilc  were  horn  eight  children  : .Mcx- 
ander  [..  tlie  failier  of  Mrs.  Craddock;  Mrs. 
Eh'zabith  Ihirdon;  J'eggy.  the  wife  of  J.  Bird: 
Eliza,  the  wife  of  T..  Bird:  Mrs.  Jane  'li'oung; 
?drs,  .Martha  lidwanls;  Tames,  a fanner:  and 
jerrw  who  i„  li\  ing  in  Hopkins  eciuntv.  Texas. 

.\icxander  J.  .^erde.  the  fatiter  of  i\lrs.  Crad- 
doJo  was  reared  in  l\Iississippi  and  tvhen 
twciit} -one  ve.'tr.-.  of  age  hi.s  father  cstahlishei' 
liiin  in  .1  HU  rciuilih  Imsincss,  Init  in  the  fall  of 
tile  same  > ar  he  heat'd  tlie  call  of  his  country 


to  arms,  locked  his  store  door  and  enlisted  foi 
ninety  days'  service  in  defense  of  the  Confed- 
eracy. On  the  expiration  of  that  term  he  re- 
enlisted for  three  years  or  during  the  war,  be- 
coming a member  of  the  Seventeenth  Missis- 
sippi infantry,  which  was  attached  to  General 
Lee’s  army.  He  participated  in  twenty-five 
hotly  contested  battles  witli  Captain  Holder’s 
Company,  which  went  to  the  front  with  one 
hundred  and  twenty  men.  but  only  seven  lived 
to  return  home,  Mr.  Seale  being  one  of  the  num- 
ber. He  served  his  country  long  and  well,  un- 
dergoing some  difficult  military  experiences  and 
was  at  .Appomattox  Courthouse  when  General 
Lee  surrendered.  H returned  home  to  find  that 
his  store  and  its  content.s  had  all  been  destroyed 
by  fire  and  tliat  his  father’s  plantation,  where 
happiness  and  plenty  had  been  known,  was  left 
in  ruins  and  wdiere  the  residence  stood  there  was 
only  a blank,  bare  spot  of  earth.  His  father 
had  been  reduced  from  wealth  almost  to  penury 
through  the  ravages  and  devastations  of  war. 
Mr.  Seale,  recognizing  the  necessity  of  making 
a new  start,  came  to  Texas  in  i86f),  locating 
first  in  Hopkins  county,  where  he  bought  land 
and  improved  a farm  successfully,  continuing 
it.s  cultivation  for  six  years.  He  then  sold  out 
and  went  to  Johnson  county,  where  he  pur- 
chased an  improved  tract  of  land.  Success 
crowned  hi.s  efforts  and  he  later  Ixiught  two 
more  improved  farms,  being  thus  actively  iden- 
tified witli  agricultural  pursuits  until  i8()8.  In 
that  year  he  .sold  all  but  his  homestead  place 
and  removed  to  Concho  county,  where  he  en- 
.gaged  in  merchandizing  at  Paintrock.  After 
three  years  he  sold  out  there  and  removed  to 
Belclierville,  where  he  opened  a stock  of  dr)' 
goods  and  groceries,  conducting  the  store  for  two 
years,  when  he  disposed  of  his  stock  and  re- 
tired from  active  business  life  with  a competency 
that  he  liad  laid  aside  for  old  age.  He  has  been 
a consi.stent  member  of  the  Oiristian  church  since 
eighteen  }cars  of  age  and  is  a Royal  .Arch  Ma- 
.son.  I Ic  is  widely  known  and  enjoys  the  con- 
fiilcncc  and  respect  of  a large  circle  of  friends 
and  acejitainianccs,  his  integrity  and  genuine 
worth  making  him  a represemati\'e  citizen  of 
the  coinmunit) . 

Anthony  .'scale  was  married  to  Alis.s  Naoma 
Harris,  a native  of  Gctirgia,  in  tthicli  state  her 
father,  who  was  fell  known  and  hi.qlily  respected, 
died.  H'.t  mother  afterward  came  with  the 
I'aniilv'  to  Tc.xas,  settling  on  a farm  in  Johnson 
criuiitr.  In  the  Harris  family  were  six  children; 
W illiam  and  John,  hoih  <!eceased:  Mr.s.  Alaggie 
Lankford:  .Mrs.  Lane  W'alravcn;  Airs.  Sue  Ator- 
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ris;  and  Naoma,  the  wife  of  A.  J.  Seale.  The 
home  of  Mr.  and  IMr.s.  Seale  was  ble.ssed  with 
but  one  child.  Ahola,  now  the  wife  of  Dr'.  Crad- 
dock. She  is  a member  of  the  Christian  church 
and  is  a most  estimable  lady,  presiding'  with  gra- 
cious hospitality  over  their  present  home. 

Dr.  Craddock  has  a modem  and  commodious 
residence  in  Belcherville,  in  the  rear  of  which  is  a 
good  bant  and  substantial  outbuildings.  There 
is  also  a w'indmill  and  plenty  of  water.  He  has  abso 
some  farm  property,  and  a large  pasture,  while 
some  of  his  land  is  under  cultivation.  He  is  'a 
worthy  member  of  the  Masonic  fraternitv'  and  in 
his  practice  has  ample  opportunity  to  exemplify 
tlie  basic  elements  of  the  craft  wdtich  has  as  its 
foundation  a spirit  of  mutual  helpfulness  and 
brotherly  kindness. 

JUDGE  LYCURGUS  C.  LAIR,  one  of  the 
representative  citizens  of  Randall  county,  Texas, 
where  he  is  well  known  as  a stock  farmer,  is 
also  identified  with  the  business  intere.sts  of 
Canyon  City.  He  was  bom  at  "W'ild  Goose 
Shoals,  on  the  Cumberland  river,  in  Russell 
county,  Kentucky,  March  21,  1848,  a son  of  Dr. 
William  Dixon  and  Narcissa  (Barger)  Lair. 
The  father,  vt'ho  was  of  Scotch  descent,  removed 
with  his  family  from  Kentucky  to  Texas  in  1857, 
locating  first  in  Grayson  county,  where  the  fam- 
ily made  their  home  for  over  a year,  removing 
on  the  expiration  of  that  period  to  Collin  coun- 
ty, establishing  their  residence  twelve  miles 
north  of  McKinney.  There  Mr.  Lair  spent  the 
remainder  of  his  life,  passing  away  in  death  on 
the  3d  of  June,  1887.  During  the  long  period 
of  over  fifty  years  he  was  a medical  practitioner, 
having  met  with  a high  degree  of  success  in  his 
chosen  profession.  Mrs.  Lair  long  preceded 
her  husband  to  the  home  beyond,  dying  in  Gray- 
son county,  in  1858. 

Lycurgus  C.  Lair  was  but  a lad  wdicn  the 
family  established  their  home  in  the  Lone  Star 
state,  and  within  its  boundaries  he  has  ever 
since  resided.  After  attending  the  common 
schools  near  his  home,  he  entered  Lodonia  Acad- 
emy, in  Fannin  county,  wdiere  he  enjoyed  su- 
perior educational  privileges,  and  after  leaving 
the  school  room  turned  his  attention  to  farm 
pursuits,  remaining  at  the  old  homestead  until 
about  1876.  In  that  year  he  embarked  in  the 
mill  and  grain  business  in  Anna,  Collin  county, 
thus  continuing  for  fourteen  years.  In  Novem- 
ber, 1891,  he  went  to  the  Plains  country,  pur- 
chasing land  in  Randall  county,  but  in  the  fol- 
lowing January  returned  with  his  family,  and 
since  that  time  has  resided  in  Randall  county'. 
His  home  is  located  two  miles  south  of  Canyon 


City,  where  he  owns  a section  of  land,  produc- 
tive and  well  cultivated,  on  -which  he  raises  al- 
falfa and  the  crops  adapted  to  this  section  of  the 
country,  also  doing  a general  stock  business. 
He  has  done  much  to  demon.strate  that  this  is 
a region  suitable  for  general  farming  and  cot- 
ton-raising, and  capable  of  supporting  a large 
population.  The  judge  also  has  an  office  in 
Canyon  City',  where  he  conducts  a general  real 
estate  and  live  stock  commission  business,  meet- 
ing with  a well  merited  degree  of  success  in  all 
his  undertakings. 

In  1874,  in  Collin  county,  Texas.  Judge  Lair 
was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Elizabeth  J. 
Parris,  and  they  have  become  the  parents  of 
eight  children.  In  his  fraternal  relations  Mr.  Lair 
is  connected  with  the  Masonic  order,  and  re- 
ligiously is  a member  of  the  Baptist  church.  In 
1896  he  was  elected  county  judge  of  Randall 
county,  to  -which  high  office  he  was  twice  re-elect- 
ed, serving  in  all  for  six  successive  years.  He 
is  numbered  among  the  leading  and  substantial 
citizens  of  Randall  county,  prominent  alike  in 
social,  political  and  business  circles. 

DAVID  CUNNINGHAM  is  one  of  the  early 
settlers  of  Montague  county  who  has  watched  its 
development  and  progress  from  an  early  day  and 
has  assisted  in  the  work  that  has  led  to  its  present 
substantial  condition  of  improvement  and  up- 
building. He  was  born  in  Blount  county,  Ten- 
ne.s.see.  September  27,  (851,  and  was  reared  to 
farm  life,  while  the  public  schools  afforded  him 
his  educational  privileges.  His  parents  were  Cla- 
bum  and  iMary  A.  (McKinsey)  Ctmningham, 
the  fonner  a native  of  Virginia,  and  the  latter 
of  South  Carolina.  They  were  married  in  Ten- 
nessee. The  father  was  a son  of  Mo.ses  Cun- 
ningham, a twin  brother  of  Aaron  Cumiingham, 
of  Virginia,  and  on  leaving  the  Old  Dominion 
he  removed  to  Tennessee,  where  both  brothers 
died.  They  were  .sons  of  Christopher  Cunning- 
ham, a native  of  Ireland  and  an  early  emigrant  to 
-America.  They  setth<l  in  \h'rginia,  uhich  was 
then  a new  country  and  were  active  in  its  pioneer 
development  and  progress.  Closes  Cunningham, 
lx)rn  in  A’irginia,  was  tliere  reared  and  .served 
throughout  the  Revolutionary  war  as  a defender 
of  the  cause  of  liberty.  Soon  after  the  ojtening 
of  the  ncAv  state  of  I'enncsscc  he  made  his  way 
westward  and  took  up  his  altode  in  Blount  county 
among  its  early  .settlers.  1'here  he  developed  a 
good  fami  and  reared  his  family,  becoming  one 
of  the  influential  and  leading  citizens  of  the 
community.  He  was  a successful  agriculturist 
and  u hile  carr\  ing  on  his  private  business  inter- 
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estJ  he  also  labored  for  the  general  welfare. 
During  the  days  of  the  state  militia  and  general 
mu.^ter  he  was  a major  and  his  service  in  the 
Revolution  wc-11  qualified  him  tor  his  military  du- 
ties in  'l  ennessee,  where  he  was  recognized  as 
anrliontv  on  military  tactics,  lie  held  meitiher- 
ship  in  the  Baptist  church  ami  his  life  exempli- 
fied many  .'-]>lcndid  finnciples  and  trait.s  of  char- 
acter. Ilis  children  were;  David,  who  died  in 
Tennessee;  .Vlford,  whose  death  occurred  in  the 
same  state  : John  and  Christopher,  who  emigrated 
to  Missouri  and  reared  their  families  in  the  pio- 
neer di.strict.s  of  that  state  ; and  Claburn,  father  of 
our  suliject. 

Fq)un  the  old  homestead  in  Blount  county, 
Temirs.see.  Claburn  Cunningham  was  born  and 
reared.  He  was  also  married  in  that  state,  after 
which  he  Ix'gan  farming  on  hi.'^  own  account  and 
there  re.arc-d  his  family,  having  a prosperous  and 
haj>py  life  until  the  opening  of  the  Civil  war.  He 
advocated  tlie  l/nion  cau.se  and  opj.iosed  seces- 
sion and  in  fact  voted  against  it  hut  wdien  the 
state  iletermiiied  to  .secede  he  remained  loyal  to 
Tennc.-see  and  then  u.sed  his  influence  for  the 
Confcijctract'.  but  was  exempt  from  active  field 
service  Iw  reason  of  his  age.  His  olde.st  son, 
John,  from  the  first  was  an  advcH'ate  of  the  .sece.s- 
;iun  movement.  He  was  a merchant  miller  and 
when  the  wsar  was  declared  Vie  was  detailed  as 
government  miller,  in  which  capacit)-  he  con- 
unned  to  .serve  until  he  was  a.'.sassinated  hy  Fed- 
eral I'li^h  whacker,'^  in  the  first  year  of  the  war, 
,\t  that  time  his  father,  Clalnirn  Cunningham. 
toc>k  charge  of  the  mill  and  was  conducting  it 
wlien  ill  tlie  >econd  lear  of  the  war  he  was  bru- 
tally murdered  hy  the  .same  gang  of  hush  it  hack- 
ers known  as  the  Duncan  ckui.  Before  the  war 
he  carried  on  genertd  farming  and  he  raised  and 
hanclled  coiwiderahle  stoclo  He  was  recognized 
as  one  of  the  prosperous  an'l  pruinineiU  agricul- 
tnri>ts  u'  Blount  county  ami  he  had  a good  and 
well  iiniiroved  lann  hut  k>oth  armies  pas>ed 
througli  that  district  and  lorageil  from  In's  farm, 
taking  jirovi.sicius,  feed  and  stock  :tm:l  carrying 
on  ilie  woi'k  of  cievastrition.  leaving  evemliing 
in  a dciileted  ctin  lition  .'iml  the  family  almost 
without  siipplie.-'.  Mr.  Cunningham  wa.s  a con- 
li.slent  aiul  loy.al  nienihcr  of  the  Missituiary  Ba]i- 
list  clinrcli.  His  life  was  upright  and  honor- 
able and  his  n line  above  uproadi.  lli.s  w ife  sur- 
'.ivi'd  him  ff,r  some  rear-  and  in  sold  the 

farm  and  with  the  meinhcr'^  of  her  family  came 
to  Texas,  first  seltling  in  Fannin  countv.  where 
OIK’  crc’p  was  raised,  .‘'he  afterward  bought  a 
farm  in  Cra\ son  countv  and  kejit  her  children 
tog(ihcr.  There  site  remained  for  a mimhew  oi 


years,  when  she  once  more  sold  out  and  removed 
to  -Montague  county,  where  she  again  bought 
land  and  took  up  her  abode  on  a farm,  making 
it  her  home  throughout  her  remaining  days.  She 
died  in  1877  deepl)'  regretted  by  her  family  and 
friends.  She  w’as  a daugditer  of  John  McKinsey, 
a native  of  South  Carolina  and  of  Scotch  des- 
cent, who  removed  to  Alabama,  where  his  death 
occurred.  In  the  family  of  Clalnirn  CnnningViam 
there  were  nine  children : John,  who  was  a lead- 
ing merchant  miller  and  wms  as.sassinated  during 
the  war;  Alargaret,  the  wife  of  William  Hartzell, 
of  Georgia;  IMartha,  the  wife  of  S.  II.  Milson, 
of  Nocona;  Christopher,  who  became  a member 
of  the  Fifty-ninth  Tennessee  Regiment  and  was 
drowned  while  on  route  to  Vicksburg,  the  train 
dropping  through  a bridge  at  Chunky  Station, 
after  which  his  remains  were  gotten  from  the 
river  by  an  old  neiglibor.  Rev.  Peeler,  a Baptist 
minister,  who  gave  him  burial;  Elizabeth,  who 
became  the  wife  of  F.  Wells,  in  Te.xas,  and  died 
leaving  tiwo  children;  Moses,  who  served  in 
Monsarat's  battery  and  is  now  living  in  Runnels 
county,  Texas;  James,  who  died  in  Alontague 
county  ; David,  cif  this  review;  and  Minerva,  who 
became  the  wife  of  John  Harris  and  died  in  this 
coimtv  in  1880  leaving  tw  o sons. 

David  Cunningham,  who.se  name  introduces 
this  record,  wa.s  a resident  of  Tennes.sce  until 
1866.  when  he  came  to  Texas  with  his  mother 
and  die  family.  He  was  but  a bov  during  the 
period  of  the  Civil  war  but  be  well  remembers 
many  incidents  of  those  times  and  the  devasta- 
tion and  destruetion  which  followed,  also  the  in- 
teii.se  uneasines.s  of  the  people  because  life  and 
property  were  constantly  endangered.  On  com- 
ing to  Texas  be  located  fir.st  in  Fannin  county 
and  the  follow  ing  year  inircliased  a farm  and  set- 
tled in  Gravson  county,  vi’here  he  assi.sted  his 
mother  in  carrying  on  the  farm  work  and  in 
keeping  the  faniili  together,  lie  remained  with 
her  uiuil  1872,  when  he  married  and  turned  his 
attention  to  general  agricultimal  juirsnits,  also 
working  at  hi.s  trade  of  carpentering  . He  re- 
mained in  Grayson  county  until  1873,  when  he 
came  to  Montague  county  and  bought  land  on. 
wliieh  .some  improvement  bad  been  made.  He 
at  once  begum  the  work  of  further  development 
and  cultivation,  residing  there  fur  fcair  \ears, 
at  the  end  of  which  time  he  rented  hi.s  land  and 
embarked  in  genera!  nierchaiidising  at  Saint  Jo 
uniii  r the  firm  name  of  Cunningham  & Dunbar. 
In  ihi'  he  continued  for  three  years,  when  he 
.sold  (Hit  to  his  partner,  but  later  again  engaged 
in  merchandising  a=  a [lartner  of  J.  D.  Evans. 
'I'his  rclatitni  wa.s  mainlamed  for  ten  I'ears  and 
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tliey  enjoyed  a successful  business  but  at  (he  end 
of  the  decade  Mr.  Cunningham  sold  out  to  Mr. 
Evans,  who  is  yet  conducting  the  store.  He 
tlien  resumed  his  farming  operations,  purchasing 
the  land  niton  which  he  yet  resides  about  a mile 
cast  of  Saint  Jo.  Here  he  has  eight  hundred  and 
seventy-two  acres,  most  of  which  is  prairie  land 
of  black  ricli  soil,  but  when  he  came  into  its  pos- 
session it  was  raw'  and  unimproved.  He  now  has 
die  entire  place  under  fence,  wdiile  two  hundred 
acres  has  been  brought  to  a high  .state  of  culti- 
vation. He  carries -on  general  farming  and  raises 
and  handles  stock,  making  a specialty  of  shprt- 
hom  cattle  and  mules.  He  also  has  a small  herd 
of  jennies  and  raises  jacks.  His  fields  are  de- 
v'oted  to  the  production  of  various  crops  and  he 
is  a successful  agriculturist  and  stock  farmer. 
He  has  erected  a commodious  frame  residence 
that  stands  on  a good  liuilding  site,  overlook-ing 
Saint  Jo  and  the  surrounding  country.  ITiere 
are  also  substantial  barns  and  outbuildings  on 
his  place  for  the  shelter  of  grain  and  stock  and 
there  is  a good  windmill  piunping  water  for  all 
purposes. 

Mr.  Cunningham  has  been  married  tivice.  He 
first  W'cddcd  Aliss  Clarinda  Brook.s,  a daughter 
of  tlie  Rev.  Jolui  B.  Brooks,  of  Grayson  county, 
a leading  agriculturist  and  minister  of  the  Church 
of  Christ,  who  was  widely  known  and  held  in 
hi.ghest  esteem  for  his  splendid  traits  of  character 
and  devotion  to  honorable  principles.  His  chil- 
dren were;  Marion;  Hampton;  Whit  and  Rich- 
ard, twins;  Mrs.  Eliza  Rumlnirger ; Sarah,  the 
wife  of  James  Burnett;  Ambers;  iMason ; Clar- 
inda, who  became  Mrs.  Cunningham;  and  Co- 
lumbus. Unto  ]\Ir.  and  Mrs.  Cunningham  were 
l)orn  two  children  : Adda,  now  the  wife  of  J.  B. 
Reddling,  of  Haskell  county,  Texas ; and  Robert 
L.,  who  is  engaged  in  the  milling  business  in 
Stafford,  Kansas.  Mrs.  Cunningham,  who  was 
a devoted  member  of  the  Church  of  Christ,  died 
in  1875.  In  1876  Mr.  Cunningham  w'as  again 
married,  his  second  union  being  with  Miss  Rosa 
Tliorn,  who  was  horn  in  Decatur,  Wise  count_v, 
Texas,  January  i,  1861.  Her  parents  were  RoIj- 
ert  C.  and  Joanna  (biichols)  Thom,  of  Ohio.  Mr. 
Tliorn  being  a descendant  of  English  jiarents. 
He  and  his  wife  became  early'  settlers  of  Texas, 
casting  in  their  lot  wdtli  the  pioneers  of  Wise 
county.  Mr.  Thorn  had  many'  unpleasant  experi- 
ences with  the  Indians  while  conducting  his  r:mcli 
and  handling  stock.  ETe  was  a large  stock  man 
in  the  early  day's  and  his  posses.sions  in  that  line 
proved  very  inviting  to  the  Indians,  who  made 
many  raids  upon  his  herd.  To  save  his  family 
from  being  massacred  he  made  several  removals 


to  places  of  safety.  On  one  occasion  such  a re- 
moval was  made  and  on  the  following  day  the 
Indians  appeared  and  shot  the  house  full  of  holes, 
thinking  tliat  some  one  was  in.  They  then  pil- 
laged the  place  and  took  everything  that  they 
could  ii.se.  Mr.  Thorn  was  a fearless  frontiers- 
man but  always  careful  for  tbc  welfare  and 
safety  of  bis  family.  His  neighbors  knew  him 
as  a broad-minded  inUdligem  business  man, 
as  a public  spirited  citizen  and  a gentleman  of 
kindh'  and  benevolent  spirit,  who  was  always 
willing  to  aid  tlic  poor  and  needy  and  to  extend 
his  hospitality  to  the  new  comer.  He  held  mem- 
her.sltip  in  the  Missionary  Baptist  church  and  his 
life  was  in  consistent  harmony  with  his  profes- 
sions. .\ftcr  living  for  some  years  on  his  ranch 
in  Wise  comity  he  di.sposed  of  his  iiroperty  there 
and  went  to  Alis.souri  where  he  lived  five  rears 
and  then  came  to  .Montague  county,  settling  near 
Saint  Jo,  where  he  was  accidentally  killed  by  his 
horse  falling  upon  him,  July  26,  1884.  Thus  was 
ended  an  honorable  life  that  proved  of  value  to 
his  fellow  men.  He  was  a stalwart  man  and  a 
loving  father  and  hu.sliand.  His  wife  is  vet  liv- 
ing and  after  his  death  married  the  Rev.  F.  D. 
Galloway,  a well  known  Methodist  minister,  who 
was  prominent  in  Te.xas  in  early  days  but  has 
now'  also  passed  awav.  Since  being  again  left  a 
w'idow  Mrs.  Galloway  resides  in  Bonita.  Bv  her 
first  marriage  she  had  nine  children:  John  M., 
who  owns  a ranch  in  Arizona  ; Jane,  who  died  at 
the  age  of  six  years;  Lewis,  wdio  is  supposed  to 
he  ilead ; l\far>',  the  w ife  of  B.  Creamer,  who 
died  .Novemher  2,  1(^)5;  Mrs.  Rosa  Cunning- 
ham ; Martin,  a leading  stock  man  of  western 
Texas ; Robert,  wdto  died  in  Arizona ; Zoa,  the 
w'ife  of  W.  H.  Creamer ; and  Martha,  who  died 
in  Missouri  at  the  age  of  four  years. 

Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cunningham  have  been 
born  seven  children : William  D.,  wdto  died  at 
the  age  of  eighteen  months;  Pearl,  who  married 
J.  .\lbert  Green,  of  Texana,  Indian  Territory; 
Earnest,  w ho  married  .Maggie  Roberts,  of  Forest- 
burg,  a member  of  the  finri  of  Roberts  & Cun- 
ningham, druggists  of  Saint  Jo;  Forrest  and 
Flossie,  twins,  at  home;  anil  John  and  Joseph, 
who  are  also  at  home. 

Mr.  Cunningham  deserves  much  credit  for  the 
success  which  he  has  acliieved  in  life.  \\’hen  he 
was  married  he  liorrowed  five  dollars  in  order  to 
help  meet  the  necessary  e.xpenses  and  all  that 
he  possesses  has  been  acquired  since  that  time 
through  his  earnest  and  indefatigable  efforts.  He 
is  a stalwart  democrat  and  served  for  two  terms 
as  county  commissioner,  discharging  his  duties 
with  credit  to  hunsclf  and  satisfaction  to  his  con- 
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stituents.  He  beloiig.s  to  the  Church  of  Oirist, 
of  wliicli  his  wife  is  likewise  a member  and  lie 
affiliates  with  the  Masonic  fraternity.  The  quali- 
ties of  an  lionorablc  manhood  have  ever  been 
manifest  in  hi.s  career  and  his  life  record  con- 
tains an  example  of  good  citizenship,  of  fidelity 
in  friendship  and  of  devotion  to  the  home  that 
is  indeed  commendable  and  worthy  of  emulation. 

JOSEPH  N,  HODGES,  following  the  occupa- 
tion of  farming  in  Montagaie  county,  is  a native 
of  Alabama,  his  life  record  having  been  begun 
in  Cherokee  county,  that  state,  on  the  3rd  of 
October,  1852,  There  he  was  reared  to  farm 
pursuits  and  in  the  conunon  schools  acquired  his 
education.  His  parents  were  T.  lb.  and  Martha 
E.  r Hodges)  Hodges,  both  of  wliom  were  na- 
tives of  Soutli  Carolina,  in  which  state  they  were 
married.  The  paternal  grandfather,  Charles  A. 
Hodges,  also  a native  of  the  Empire  state  of  the 
south,  later  removed  to  .Xlabania.  He  was  both  a 
school  teacher  and  farmer  and  upon  his  planta- 
tion in  .\!al;ama  had  a runnher  of  slaves.  I’rom- 
incut  and  influential  in  the  coniinuiiity  in  which 
he  liveil,  he  took  an  active  and  helpful  ]>art  in 
promoting  public  progress  and  improvement  and 
was  a man  whose  integrity  was  :>hove  question, 
for  he  lived  a life  in  pariect  harmony  with  his 
professions  as  a member  of  the  Baptist  church 
and  also  of  the  Masonic  fraternity.  lie  married 
a Miss  I'liompson  and  they  had  five  children:  T. 
-D. ; W;ishington ; Charles,  who  settled  in  Towa; 
James,  of  the  Indian  Territory;  and  Mrs.  Me 
Itodfon. 

T.  ]j.  Hodges  was  bom  and  reared  in  South 
Carolina  and  from  iiis  boyhood  ncighborhcM-.x!  re- 
moved to  Abbeyvillc  district,  while  later  he  be- 
came a resident  of  Mississippi.  ,\ftcrward,  how- 
ever, he  returned  to  Alabama,  where  he  remained 
until  the  close  of  the  rebellion.  lie  was  a 
popular  overseer  in  the  different  localities  in 
which  he  made  his  liomc.  He  owned  a number 
of  negroes  and  wa.s  prominenth-  identified  with 
ii?e  south  and  its  institutions.  .\t  the  lime  of  the 
Civil  war  he  and  four  of  his  sons  served  in  the 
Confederate  army  and  one  son  was  killed  near 
iIk  close  of  the  war  at  Atlanta.  Georgia,  The 
father  was  detailed  to  the  veterinary  department 
an.ci  held  that  position  througiioul  the  period  of 
conflict.  He  lost  much  owing  to  the  destructive 
innucnces.  and  conditions  of  war  and  after  the 
riese  o:  liostilities  lie  sold  his  farm  and  in  the 
fall  of  1865  came  to  Texas,  settling  first  in  Hunt 
cc’iur.  0 There  he  purchased  a tract  of  land, 
wiiidi  he  irciproved  for  six  years,  when  he  sold 
out  and  removed  to  Gi'ayson  county,  where  he 


bought  land  again  in  1870,  making  his  home 
thereon  until  1877,  '"'hen  he  once  more  disposed 
of  his  farm  and  in  that  year  came  to  IMontague 
county,  purchasing  a tract  of  land  on  the  Red 
river.  On  this  place  he  carried  on  stock  farm- 
ing for  a number  of  years  but  eventually  sold 
out  and  retired  from  active  business  life,  making 
his  home  in  Bowie.  Horvever.  he  owned  a farm 
tvhidi  he  rented,  this  hnnging  to  him  a good 
income.  lie  remained  at  Bowie  until  his  death, 
which  occurred  in  1899  when  he  was  about 
cighly-one  years  of  age,  his  birth  having  occurred 
in  i8i8.  Following  the  close  of  the  war  he 
largely  recufieraied  his  lost  pos.«essions  and  had 
a competency  for  old  age.  He  was  a stanch  dem- 
ocrat bttt  wilhot.it  desire  for  office  or  political 
emoluments  for  himself.  His  genuine  worth 
made  him  highly  respected  and  his  death  was 
therefore  tlie  occasion  of  deep  and  widespread 
regret.  His  wife  died  January  9,  1895.  She  was 
a daughter  of  Thompson  Ilodgc.s,  a popular 
school  teacher  and  farmer,  who  in  his  early 
manhood  learned  and  followed  the  cooper’s  trade 
but  later  gave  his  attention  to  the  pursuits  above 
mentioned.  He  \vas  a sturdy  man  of  industrious 
liabits,  well  known  and  higlily  respected  and  tvas 
a consistent  member  of  the  Baptist  church.  He 
also  affiliated  with  the  Masonic  fraternity  and  tlie 
lodge  to  which  he  belonged  conducted  his  funer- 
al services  at  the  time  of  his  death,  which  oc- 
curred in  Alabama  in  1S63.  He  had  six  cliildren : 
Harrison,  Mrs,  Martha  E.  Hodges,  Polly,  El- 
mira, Mrs.  Thomas  and  Mrs.  C.  Ward. 

Mr.  and  Airs.  T.  D.  Hodges  had  a family  of 
eight  children : James  T.,  who  is  now  in  the 
Indian  Territory;  Edw.ard,  deceased;  Benjamin, 
of  Hunt  county:  Airs.  Elizabetli  Able;  John,  who 
was  killed  in  the  army ; William,  of  Bexar  county, 
Texas;  David,  deceased:  a:id  Jo.seph  N.  James, 
Edward,  Benjamin  and  Jolm  and  their  father 
w'Cre  all  soldiers  of  the  Confederate  army  and 
John  was  killed  at  Atlanta. 

Jo.seph  N.  Hodges  spent  the  days  of  his  bo}-- 
huod  and  youth  in  Alabama  and  while  he  was 
too  young  to  enter  the  army  he  was  able  to  assist 
at  lionie  and  aid  in  the  support  of  the  family, 
■while  his  father  and  older  brothers  were  at  the 
front.  He  came  with  the  family  to  Texas  and 
lis'cd  ill  Gray.son  county  up  to  the  time  of  his 
marriage,  wliich  occurred  in  1872.  He  then 
rented  a farm,  remaining  tliereon  until  1876, 
when  he  came  to  Montague  county  and  purchased 
the  fann  whereon  he  now’  resides.  It  wras  a 
tract  of  raw  land  hut  his  labors  have  wTOught 
a great  transformation  in  the  appearance  of  the 
place,  for  a commodious  house,  good  barns  and 
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outbuilding's  and  other  imj>rovements  stand  as 
monunients  to  his  thrift  and  labor.  He  aLso  has 
a windmill  upon  his  place  and  good  larm  ina- 
chiner^'  and  in  fact  everj-tbing  about  the  Hodges 
homestead  i.s  indicative  of  the  careful  supervision 
of  a practical  and  painstaking  owner.  He  at 
first  bought  one  hundred  acres  of  land,  to  v\hich 
he  has  since  added  and  he  now  has  five  hundred 
acres,  of  which  one  hundred  and  fifty  acres  is 
under  a high  state  of  cultivation.  He  carries 
on  a successful  business  as  a fanner  and  stock 
raiser,  keeping  horses  and  cattle  and  also  niising 
various  crops  such  as  are  adapted  to  soil'  and 
climate. 

In  iS/2  Mas  celebrated  the  marriage  of  hlr. 
Hodges  and  Miss  iMargaret  A.  Priddy,  mIio  was 
born  in  Polk  county,  Missouri,  in  1851,  and  is 
a lady  of  intelligence  and  culture,  who  has  been 
a worthy  wife  and  good  helpmate  to  her  husband. 
She  is  a daughter  of  Burk  and  Minerva  (Walk- 
er) Priddy,  the  latter  a daughter  of  Robert 
Walker  of  MclMinn  county,  Tennessee.  The  pa- 
ternal grandparents  were  John  and  Nancy 
(Whittock)  Pridd^v,  the  fonner  of  Halifax 
count}-,  Virginia  and  die  latter  of  North  Caro- 
lina. They  lived  successively  in  Stokes  county, 
North  Carolina,  Cocke  couuty,  Tennessee,  and 
Polk  county,  Missouri,  where  Mr.  Priddy  died 
March  8,  1861,  at  the  age  of  eighty-tliree  3 ears. 
His  wife,  Nanc}-,  was  a daughter  of  Charles 
Whittock,  a native  of  Ireland,  and  her  birth  oc- 
curred in  -Mhemarle  county.  North  Carolina, 
while  she  died  in  Polk  county,  Missouri,  in  1S57, 
at  the  age  of  seventy-five  years.  Their  children 
were;  Polly,  now  the  wife  of  .A.  Taylor:  David; 
and  Burk.  The  last  named  was  born  in  Stokes 
county.  North  Carolina,  where  he  remained  until 
thirteen  years  of  age.  and  with  his  parents  he 
removed  to  Cocke  county,  Tennessee.,  where  his 
youth  and  early  manhood  were  passed.  In  1839 
he  married  Miss  .Minerva  Walker,  a daughter 
of  Robert  Walker,  of  IMcMimi  county,  Tennes- 
see, and  a representative  of  one  of  the  promi- 
nent and  honored  pioneer  families  of  that  state. 
Burk  Priddy  removed  to  Missouri  in  company 
with  his  father  and  both  settled  in  Polk  county, 
where  the  fonner  remained  until  1870,  when  he 
took  up  his  abode  in  Grayson  county,  Texas, 
and  there  bought  and  improved  a farm  and  raiserl 
stock  of  all  kinds,  mostly  cattle,  however.  He 
continued  the  business  successfully  for  a num- 
ber of  years  and  developed  an  excellent  farm 
property,  owning  one  hundred  and  seventy-five 
acres  of  land,  the  place  being  rich  black  soil, 
which  lie  kept  under  a high  state  of  cultivation. 
He  also  owned  other  lands  in  Cooke  county  and 


created  a good  estate.  In  hi.s  old  age  he  sold 
his  homestead  and  he  and  hi.s  wife  came  to  ATon- 
tague  count}'  to  .spend  their  declining  years  near 
their  children,  who  were  nicely  located  in  this 
part  of  the  state.  Botli  i\fr.  and  Z\Irs.  Priddy 
died  at  the  home  of  -Iheir  daughter.  Mrs.  Coe, 
at  Nocona,  his  death  occurring  December  2, 
K)oo,  when  he  was  eighty-six  }'ears  of  age,  while 
his  wife  passed  aw  ay_  April  20.  1004.  at  the  age 
of  nineev'-four  year;,  Mrs.  I’riddy  was  a de- 
voted member  of  the  Jlethodist  church.  In  their 
fainih  were  the  following  sons  and  daughters; 
Nancy  E.,  the  wife  of  D.  V.  B.  Crite.s;  Rachel 
the  wife  of  A.  Piilliain;  Felix  G.;  Catherine, 
the  wife  of  E.  T.  Coe;  Davis;  .Milti.n  J, ; l\Iar- 
garet  A.,  the  wife  of  J.  N.  Hodges;  Willis:  and 
M'iUiani  B. 

. -Mr.  and  ]tlrs.  Hodges  have  a famil}  of  twelve 
children : William  E.,  a ranch  man  of  Donley 

county.  Texas;  IMrs.  Mattie  Chestnut;  Joseph 
Burk,  of  Carson  county,  Texa.s;  David  T.,  a 
farmer;  iMrs.  Minerva  E.  Paine;  Marvin  E..  of 
Carson  county,  this  stale;  Pearl,  Walter  N., 
Charles  D.,  Anna  JM.,  'W.stus  C.  and  Mrilliain  E., 
all  at  home.  The  parents  are  meniliers  of  the 
Methodist  church,  interested  in  its  v.  ork  and  tak- 
ing an  active  part  in  all  that  pertains  to  Its 
gro'wth  and  the  extension  of  its  influence.  For 
many  v ears  li'fr.  Hodges  served  as  .steward  of  the 
church,  M'as  district  class  leader  for  one  year,  for 
many  years  has  been  a tritstee  and  .superintendent 
of  die  Sunday  school  and  in  fact  has  la'iored  un- 
tiringly .and  helpfully  for  the  welfare  of  tlie 
church.  His  Christian  faith  is  also  a jicrmeating 
influence  in  his  life  and  has  regulated  his  con- 
duct toward  hi.s  fellow  men,  who  know  liiin  to  be 
a gentleman  of  unquestioned  integrity  and  fidel- 
ity. He  has  resiilcd  in  Montague  count}'  since 
1876  and  in  tlte  thirty  years  which  have  since 
come  and  gone  has  been  a witness  of  the  develop- 
ment and  gTow  th  of  this  pari  of  the  state. 

REV.  MARION  BEASLEY,  devoting  his 
life  .anti  energie.s  to  agricultural  pur;--uits  and  to 
the  work  of  the  gospel  as  a minister  of  the  Meth- 
pdi.st  Episcopal  church  in  Montague  county,  was 
born  in  middle  Tennes.sce,  his  natal  place  being 
in  Hardin  county,  .and  the  date  of  his  birth  iMarch 
4,  18,34.  His  parent.s  were  Daniel  and  Julia 
(E^eli)  Beasley,  lioth  of  whom  were  nati\es  of 
Tennessee,  where  tlicy  spent  their  entire  lives. 
The  father  was  a farmer  b}  occupation  and  In 
his  political  affiliation  was  a democrat.  He  was 
called  to  various  public  offices  by  his  fellow' 
townsmen,  who  recognized  his  worth  and  ability 
and  he  served  as  ju.Aice  of  tlie  peace  and  con- 
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■stalilc  for  a number  of  years,  cU.scharj^ing-  his  du- 
ties with  promptness  and  fidelity.  Hi.-,  life  was  at 
all  times  honorable  and  uprig-ht  and  gained  for 
him  the  good  will  and  trust  of  those  with  whom 
he  'associated.  He  held  member.shiji  in  the  Mis- 
.sionars  iJaptist  chtircb  and  for  several  y'cars  he 
'urvivc'd  his  \\  ife.  She  had  two  brothers,  Field- 
ing ami  Louis  Ezell,  but  Airs,  llea.slcy  was  the 
only  daughter  in  the  farnih . By  her  marriage 
,'he  became  the  mother  of  nine  children:  .Mrs. 
Elizabeth  Odum:  Airs.  Alary  J.  Wadkiir-;  Airs. 
Sallie  llugpcth;  George,  who  died  at  the  age  of 
fourteen  years:  Airs.  Su.san  Strong;  Abartha,  the 
wife  of  I,  tiojd."niith ; Aliriain,  the  wife  of  T. 
Gold.'niith  ; Marion,  of  this  review;  and  Ja^pe^, 
who  died  in  Ali.ssouri. 

Marion  Bea,sley  spent  his  youth  in  the  place  of 
his  nativity.  He  was  left  an  orphan  when  eleven 
years  of  age  and  since  that  time  has  marie  his 
own  wav  in  the  world,  gaining  advancement 
through  his  diligence  and  earnest  effort.  He  has 
always  made  the  best  possible  use  of  his  oppor- 
tuniiics  and  as  the  years  have  gone  by  hi.s  labors 
have  gained  him  a creditable  inea.sure  of  pro.sper- 
ity.  lie  was  married  in  vve.stern  Tennessee  and 
there  settled,  following  the  occupation  of  farm- 
ing fcir  four  years,  on  the  expiration  of  which 
period  be  removed  to  Aiissouri.  where  he  pur- 
chased land  and  improved  a large  farm.  He  was 
thus  engaged  up  to  the  time  of  the  Civil  war. 
Having  studied  the  issues  of  the  party  he  es- 
!fOu.'vd  the  cause  ('f  the  Coufederales.  enlisting  in 
i8di  under  General  Wadkins  and  afterward 
serving  under  General  Jefferson  Thompson.  His 
service  was  confined  to  Aiissouri.  He  joined  the 
finst  company  raised  in  his  part  of  tlie  state  and 
he  continued  with  his  command  until  two  years 
had  pa.ssed  when  on  account  of  ill  health  he  was 
parolled  and  went  home.  Later  he  rejoined  his, 
command,  however,  and  remained  therewith  un- 
til the  clo.se  of  the  war.  While  at  home  he  was 
made  a prisemer  and  held  for  six  days,  after 
which  he  was  released.  The  ravages  and  devas- 
tation of  war  c.aused  him  the  loss  of  all  his  per- 
sona! property  so  that  he  had  to  make  a new 
start  in  life.  In  i87<S  he  .sold  his  prcjperty  and 
came  to  Texa.s,  settling  first  in  ’Young  county, 
where  he  rai.sed  a crop.  He  afterward  purchased 
profnvrty  in  Montague  county  from  tire  Brodu.s  & 
Jordan  Ranch  Company,  He  thus  became  owner 
of  four  hundred  and  cightv  acres,  on  which  he 
ha;  made  good  and  substantial  improvcinenls  and 
he  ii-'v,  has  two  hundred  and  fifty  acre.s  under  a 
high  state  of  cultivation.  He  carries  on  general 
iarndiig,  in  wliicli  he  is  meeting  with  fair  success 
.'lid  lie  also  rai.ses  good  stock.  He  is  well  plea,scd 


with  the  country,  its  jrossibilities  and  its  sur- 
roundings, having  pleasant  neighbors  here,  the 
country  having  become  settled  up  by  a thrifty 
and  enterprising  class  of  citizens.  In  his  own 
hu.sinc.ss  career  he  has  made  comsccutive  advance- 
ment, for  he  incurred  indchtcdncs.s  when  he 
bought  hi.s  land  hut  has  this  all  cleared  awav'  at 
the  present  time,  and  has  upon  his  place  many 
valu.ililc  improvements  which  indicate  to  the  pas- 
scr-h>  that  he  is  a practical  and  progressive  agri- 
culturist. 

Mr.  Beasley  also  divide,s  his  time  with  the 
work  of  the  miiiisirv.  He  was  converted  in  the 
AU  thodist  church  in  .Missouri,  becoming  an  ac- 
tive worker  in  it.s  behalf  and  after  four  years  be- 
gan preaching  as  a local  preacher,  while  since 
coming  to  Texas  he  has  been  made  a regularly’’ 
<)nlained  minister  and  in  iS<)4  joined  northwest 
Lexas  conference.  He  has  .since  had  a regular 
circuit,  extending  through  Alontague  and  Cooke 
counties  and  he  now  has  four  charges.  He  has 
united  many  couples  in  the  holy  bonds  of  matri- 
mony, has  conducted  various  funeral  .servdees 
and  indeed  has  done  much  active  work  as  a min- 
ister during  his  residence  here. 

Mr.  Beasley  has  been  married  twice.  He  first 
wedded  Aliss  Cyaithia  Winters,  a lady  of  intelli- 
gence, w'ho  did  much  to  assist  him  in  his  church 
work  and  encourage  him  in  all  life’s  relations. 
She  was  left  an  orphan  in  early  life,  and  little  is 
known  concerning  her  family  history.  She  has 
one  sister,  Airs.  Jane  AIcT.yea.  Air.  and  Airs. 
Beasley  became  the  parents  of  ten  children : 
John,  who  died  at  the  age  of  eleven  v'cars ; 
Archie,  who  died  at  the  age  of  seven  years ; Airs, 
Nancy  J,  Goldsmith;  Alr.s.  Lottie  Smith;  Airs. 
Rachel  AlcKnew:  Airs.  Cynithia  Perry;  Alarion 
N.  and  Lorenzo,  both  of  whom  follow  farming; 
Airs.  Alinnie  Alorgan  : and  Airs.  Lucy’  Porter.  The 
wife  and  mother  died  at  Somerset,  Texas,  in 
1890,  in  the  faith  of  the  Afethodist  church,  of 
which  she  was  a devoted  and  earnest  member.  In 
i8t)2  Air.  ?)easley  was  again  married,  hi.s  second 
union  being  with  A’Irs.  James  Stalling,  whose 
first  husband  died  in  Cherokee  county,  Texas, 
leaving  a w idow  and  four  children:  Airs.  Alollie 
Allen;  Airs.  Adeline  Alarch;  Walter,  who  died  in 
childhc-od;  and  P>culah.  Airs.  Stalling  was  a 
daughter  of  Samuel  Horton,  who  was  born  and 
reared  in  Texas  and  was  a farmer  and  slave  owm- 
er  who  .sfient  his  last  days  in  Cherokee  county, 
this  state.  Hi.«  children  were  John,  Sandy.  Hen- 
ry, Wade.  Reuben,  Alary,  Adeline,  Lottie  and 
Nancy. 

Air,  Beasley  is  a stanch  democrat  but  without 
aspiration  for  office,  liis  life  being  devoted  to  his 
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agricultural  interests  and  his  work  as  a minister 
of  the  gospel.  His  influence  has  been  a potent 
element  for  good  and  he  has  contributed  in  sub- 
stantial measure  to  the  moral  development  of  the 
communit}', 

HERBERT  if.  MUNDY,  a well-known  stock 
man  and  the  owner  of  Mundy  Heights,  a suburb 
of  El  Paso,  was  bom  in  Allegheny  county,  New 
li'ork,  his  parents  being  Samuel  and  Azubah 
(Smith)  Mund_y.  The  family  comes  of  English 
origin  and  tlie  founders  of  the  family  in  Amer- 
ica settled  in  Nevr^rk,  New  Jersey,  several  gen- 
erations ago.  There  the  grandfather  of  our  sub- 
ject was  horn,  reared  and  married  and  -with  his 
wife  and  cliildren  he  went  as  a pioneer  to  western 
New  York,  settling  among  the  hills  of  Allegheny 
county  when  the  work  of  improvement  and  prog- 
ress had  been  scarcely  begun  there.  He  turned  his 
attention  to  famiing  and  also  followed  lumber- 
ing. For  many  3-ears  representatives  of  the  name 
were  connected  with  pioneer  life  in  one  section  of 
the  country  or  another  and  when  Herbert  M. 
IMuiid}'  was  only  seventeen  rears  of  age,  true  to 
the  in.stincts  of  his  ancestors,  he  started  out  to 
explore  the  we.st.  He  first  went  to  northern  Illi- 
nois, where  he  worked  on  a farm  for  si.x  months 
and  afterward  in  western  Illinois  and  eastern 
Missouri.  For  about  a year  he  helped  to  build 
up  colonies  of  Illinois  and  Ohio  people  for 
settlement  in  western  ^Missouri.  Having  a 
natural  predilection  for  mechanical  pursuits  he 
had  in  the  meantime  mastered  the  build- 
er's and  carpenter’s  trade  which  he  also  followed. 
In  i8(>9  he  located  near  die  present  site 
of  Independence,  the  county  seat  of  IVfontgomer}- 
county-,  Kansas.  His  father  and  others  of 
the  family  had  joined  him  by  that  time  and  they 
hauled  their  household  effects  from  Pleas- 
ant Hill,  Missouri,  by  ox  teams.  Montgomery 
county  was  not  then  the  rich  county  that  it  is 
today,  for  all  was  new  and  wild  and  ilr.  Mun- 
dy’s  family  raised  the  first  crop  of  w-heat  there, 
hauling  seed  wheat  ivith  oxen  from  Fort  Scott. 
That  country  at  that  time  was  in  part  Osage  In- 
dian country  and  it  was  I\Tr.  jMundy’.s  pioneer- 
ing that  proved  the  initial  step  in  the  diminishing 
of  their  reservations. 

Mr.  Mundy  remained  a resident  of  Montgom- 
ery county  until  about  1873,  when  he  made  an- 
other pioneer  trip  through  Colorado,  on  through 
New  Mexico  and  down  tow-ard  the  Rio  Grande. 
He  w-as  among  the  first  to  see  the  possibilities  of 
and  to  engage  in  the  sheep  business,  which  sub- 
sequently grew  into  such  a great  industry-  in  New 
Mexico  and  southern  Colorado.  He  arrived  in 


El  Paso  in  1877,  ihu.s  becoming  a pioneer  citizen 
here.  In  the  same  year  he  began  the  business  of 
exporting  through  El  Paso  fine  sheep  to  the  re- 
public of  Mexico  and  was  the  pioneer  in  this  in- 
du.stry,  which  within  a few  years  he  had  devel- 
oj)ed  to  such  an  extent  that  lie  was  officially  rec- 
ognized by  the  ^Mexican  government  as  an  expert 
ill  that  b-usiiiess  and  regarded  somewhat  in  the 
line  of  a benefactor  for  introducing  fine  breeds 
of  sheep  and  other  stock  into  that  country  and 
thereby  materially-  promoting  the  prosperity  of 
the  stock  raising  class. 

About  1878  Mr.  Mundy  brought  his  wife  and 
two  little  children  to  El  Pa.so,  making  the  trip 
overland  through  southern  Colorado  and  New 
Me.xico.  This  w-as  a very  dangerous  time  for 
travel,  for  the  Indians  were  on  the  warpath,  but 
the  journey  was  at  length  accomplished  in  safety 
and  Air.  Alundy  establi.shed  his  home  here  and 
lias  since  lived  in  El  Paso.  His  father  and  the 
family  afterward  came  to  El  Paso,  where  the 
former  died  in  October,  1899.  His  widow  is  still 
living  at  the  old  family  home  in  this  city. 

For  mam-  years  Mr.  Mundy  was  busily  en- 
gaged in  the  exportation  of  fine  cattle,  horses 
and  sheep,  which  were  sent  to  Mexico.  He 
shipped  about  90  per  cent  of  the  breeding  horses 
and  about  70  per  cent  of  the  sheep  that  went 
from  the  United  States  to  Mexico.  His  business 
took  him  on  extensive  travels  covering  several 
years.  This  made  him  very-  familiar  with  the  re- 
public and  brought  him  into  intimate  relations  of 
friendship  and  business  with  President  Diaz  and 
other  officials  high  in  authority  in  itiexico,  from 
whom  he  received  and  retained  many  valuable 
and  interesting  .souvcnir.s  and  documents,  letters, 
etc.  He  has  a thorough  knowledge  of  the  Span- 
ish language  and  he  is  recognized  by  President 
Diaz  as  an  authority  on  cattle  and  was  invited 
In  him  to  preside  over  the  live  stock  department 
of  the  national  exposition  held  in  the  city  of 
iMexico.  His  relations  witli  that  government 
enabled  him  to  obtain  valuable  concessions  in 
land,  and  Afr.  Mundv,  with  his  brother  and  other 
associates,  have  among  other  properties  in  l\Ie.x- 
ico  a great  tract  of  eight  hundred  thousand  acres 
lying  in  the  states  of  Sonora  and  Chihuahua  one 
hundred  .and  fifty  miles  south  of  El  Paso.  iMr. 
Mundy  has  also  been  enabled  to  successfully  car- 
ry out  other  important  projects  for  .\merican  in- 
vestors in  Iklexico,  having  access  to  the  higher 
councils  there  such  as  few  other  Americans 
pos.se  ss. 

Within  the  pa.st  year  or  two  i\Ir.  ]\Iundy  has 
devoted  most  of  hi.s  time  to  the  development  of 
IMundy  Heights  and  vicinity-  in  the  western  and 
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northwestern  portion  of  El  Paso.  This  section 
of  the  city  thioujTh  the  imnieii.se  development 
now  I'ciiii^  done  by  Mr.  ‘Mmidy  will  without  ex- 
agocration  become  one  of  the  nio.->t  hcautiful  resi- 
dence sections  of  tlie  United  States.  In  the  he- 
ginning’  the  natural  resources  from  a scenic 
slnndpoint  are  suixirb  and  inspiring.  Itlr.  Mundy 
began  his  labors  in  this  section  of  the  city  when 
it  w.'is  in  a very  raw  state,  there  lieing  not  a dol- 
lar's urn'lli  of  iniproveinent  upon  it.  He  care- 
fully looked  the  gnrund  over,  studied  out  a plan 
for  hcautiPiiig  and  imjiroving  it,  obtained  the 
a.s.-i.-taiicc  of  the  best  engineers  and  then  began 
work  u ith  a large  force  of  men.  Up  to  thi.s  time 
he  has  sjienl  many  thousands  of  dollars  in  grad- 
ing streets,  jiutting  in  cement  ciirhing  and  side- 
walk. hiiilding  massive  stone  walls  and  coping 
and  several  elegant  anti  suhstantial  brick  and 
stone  residences  with  all  modern  improvements. 
One  street  in  jiarlicular,  ^\"est  I'pson  a\  emie.  has 
been  treated  by  the  landscape  gardener  and  the 
street  builder  u ilh  a most  beautiful  and  unique 
erfeci.  riure  is  in  addition  to  the  wide  lawns 
and  cement  sidewalks  in  front  of  the  houses  a 
very  wide  stree  t di\  ided  into  three  driveways  and 
two  parkways  set  out  with  handsome  jicppcr  and 
other  trees  indigenous  to  this  locality.  There  are 
also  [ireiry  ilowers  and  shrubs  and  in  fact  every 
effort  has  been  made  to  develop  this  into  one  of 
the  nio.st  attractive  and  beautiful  residence  dis- 
tricts of  tlie  city.  Included  in  Mundy  Heights 
additirm  i-  Orand  \ few  Park,  a most  chaniiiiig 
split  with  rustic  garden,  electric  fountain  and 
other  cijuipment.s  of  this  character,  which  Mr. 
IMmiil',  iinjirovcd  at  a cost  of  twenty  thousand 
dollar.s  and  then  presented  to  the  city  without 
charge  of  .viiy  kind.  The  ladies  of  the  Civic  Im- 
provement League  lia\e  mken  the  rcsi)onsibility 
of  caring  for  tlie  flower-  and  shrubberv  in  this 
park  ami  it  is  a most  atti’active  spot. 

Mumly  Heights  is  the  greatest  scheme  of  pub- 
lic improvement  ever  undertaken  in  El  Ikiso 
and  mail',  elegant  and  costly  homes,  will  be  built 
there  by  a wcalthv  cbiss,  for  there  arc  restric- 
tions a.-  to  htiiidiiig,  ^\'llell  the  jireiiect  is  more 
full'  ciiiupleted  it  will  lie  the  means  of  making 
E!  I’aso  one  of  the  most  hrantifnl  resilience  cities 
in  tl'it  c'lUiitry.  Mr.  Mundy  has,  in  Westlake 
Park  rMioining'  l\Iundy  Heights  on  the  northwe.st, 
a -eheme  for  heautiniiig  and  iinprming  that 
great  park  and  ]ileasure  ground  that  will  be  even 
grc.iter  than  tlie  first  mentioned.  .\t  the  present 
ueithig.  liowevcr,  this  is  awaiting  co-operation 
on  the  fian  of  the  city  government  which  will 
|irohahly  be  ohiained. 

Mr,  M;ind\  wa^  married  to  ATi.ss  Elizabeth  C. 


Smith,  of  Ohio,  and  thev  have  six  children : 
Richard  ,Stei)hen,  Charles  Edward.  Nellie  Diana, 
Clara.  Tuiura  Elizabeth  and  W'illiain  Harvey,  to 
all  of  whom  he  has  given  university  educations 
and  tlie  prominence  of  the  family  is  noted  by  the 
cordial  reception  which  the  members  of  the 
household  receive  in  various  homes  here. 

CLARK  McDonald.  Pioneers  of  the  Mc- 
Donald date  who  are  yet  numbered  among 
the  citizenship  of  Montague  county-  are  rare  and 
a scouring  of  the  surface  of  the  county  would 
hardly  reveal  a representative  of  another  fam- 
ily whose  life  spans  so  great  an  end  of  its  his- 
tory and  development  or  one  covering  so  much 
of  the  tragic  in  human  affairs.  Coming  hither, 
as  they  did,  when  nature's  course  was  yet  un- 
disturbed and  the  wild  man  was  free  to  roam 
as  in  his  palmiest  days,  they  had  free  access  to 
the  grassy  plain  as  far  as  the  ey-e  could  see ; an 
ideal  place  for  the  fattening  of  herds  and  a 
most  favored  retreat  for  the  pure  and  unre- 
strained enjoynnent  of  pioneer  life. 

From  1857  when  Jarrell  McDonald  brought 
his  young  family  into  Montague  county,  to  1873 
when  the  hostile  Comanche  and  Kiowa  made  his 
last  bloody  raid  into  the  thinly-  settled  region 
about  Queen’s  Peak,  marks  a period  of  sixteen 
years  in  the  history  of  this  heroic  family  filled 
with  financial  successes  in  the  face  of  conditions 
which  turn  the  trials  of  today  into  play-times,  in 
comparison,  and  through  which  only  the  most 
determined  head  and  the  stoutest  heart  could 
pass. 

With  the  multiplying  of  settlers  and  the  con- 
sequent increase  of  stock  came  the  more  fre- 
quent incuisions  of  the  jealous  rod  man  whose 
illwill  eventually  spent  itself  in  revenge  upon 
the  white  man’s  herds  and  family.  They  stole 
his  cattle,  ran  off  his  horses  in  bunches  and 
droves  and  murdered  and  scalped  fathers  and 
brothers  and  carried  awav  infant  children  and  for 
a dozen  y ears  kept  the  McDonalds  and  later  pio- 
neers in  a state  of  anxiety  and  often  terror  for 
their  personal  safety-. 

Indian  depredations  in  Texas,  as  told  by  compe- 
tent and  reliable  historians,  reveals  the  sacrifice 
of  life  which  occurred  in  Montague  and  other 
counties  of  the  state,  and  the  Greens,  Kilgore 
and  M’in.seott  massacres,  victim  relatives  of  the 
ATcDonalds,  are  enumerated  in  their  proper 
place. 

To  more  securely  protect  his  family-  Jarrell 
McDonaM  improvised  a fort  on  Victoria  Peak, 
where  his  son,  our  .subject,  now  resides,  and 
against  this  miniature  stronghold,  in  July,  1870, 
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three  hundred  murderous  “braves'”  threw  them- 
selves, but  it  was  successfully  defended-  by  our 
hardy  and  daring  frontiersmen  and  no  It'ss  of 
life  was  sustained. 

Through  all  these  scenes  Clark  McDonald  and 
his  brothers  passed  w-hile  carrying  on  their  work 
as  cowboys  in  their  father’s  behalf.  In  their 
vocations  as  cowmen  this  family  achieved  first 
rank  as  raisers,  drovers  and  shippers.  Their 
cattle  were  scattered  over  every  hillside,  valley 
and  plain  and  by  the  thousand  they  w'ere  driven 
to  the  market  at  Abilene,  Kansas,  until  the  ^old 
they  brought  to  their  owners  became  almost  a 
burden  as  to  its  proper  care. 

About  1871  Jarrell  McDonald  tired  of  the 
cattle  business  and  invested  some  of  his  vast  ac- 
cumulations in  mercantile  ventures.  He  opened 
a store  in  Montague,  afterward  had  one  in 
Whitesboro  and  finally  engaged  in  business  in 
San  Antonio,  but  prosperity  never  ifollow'ed 
him  in  his  new  enterprise  and  he  saw  much  of 
the  fruits  of  his  early  years  depart  from  him. 
His  life  was  brought  sadly  to  an  end  in  the 
month  of  April,  1889,  in  San  Antonio,  by  a 
murderous  netrro  bent  on  robbery. 

This  prominent  Montague  county  family, 
headed  by  Jarrell  McDonald,  came  to  Te.ta.s 
from  Lawrence  county,  Missouri,  in  1857.  They 
crossed  Red  river  at  Colbert’s  Ferry  and  stopped 
the  first  two  years  on  Denton  creek  on  the  east 
side  of  the  county.  Their  lives  atout  Queen’s 
Peak  dates  from  1859  and  there  the  events  in 
their  several  careers  have  transpired.  Jarrell 
McDonald  w^as  born  in  the  state  of  Kentucky, 
w'as  brought  up  in  Polk  county,  Missouri,  where 
his  father,  a native  Scotch-Irishman,  settled  in  the 
pioneer  days  of  that  state.  He  was  one  of  a 
family  of  fourteen  sons  and  two  daughters,  six 
other  sons  being:  Cash,  Clark,  Isharn,  Joseph, 

Hiram  and  Pinkne}-;  the  daughters  being  Sallie 
wdfe  of  John  Winscott,  who  died  in  Montague 
county,  and  Nancy,  who  married  Daniel  Win- 
scott, killed  by  Indians. 

Jarrell  McDonald  married  Mary,  a daugh- 
ter of  Baylor  Davis,  in  Polk  county,  Missouri, 
who  still  survives  liim  and  is  the  mother  of  eleven 
children,  the  survivors  of  wdiom  are;  Cash,  a 
prominent  farmer  of  Montague  county,  born  in 
Polk  county,  Missouri,  February  7,  1849,  mar- 
ried in  Montague  county,  Texas,  Maria  L.  Green, 
of  Kentucky,  w^ho  has  borne  him  ten  children: 
Judy,  wife  of  T.  L.  Wade,  of  Grayson  county, 
Texas ; Jarrell  D.,  of  Queen’s  Peak,  who  was 
born  in  Lawrence  county,  Missouri,  February 
13’  i^53>  married  Ann  Che,stnut  Green,  his 
older  brother’s  wife’s  sister,  and  has  twelve  sur- 
viving children:  Qark,  the  subject  of  this  sketch. 


and  Mar}-,  wife  of  J.  Carr  McNatt,  a successful 
farmer  and  prominent  citizen  of  Queen’s  Peak. 

Clark  McDonald  was  bom  in  Mercer  county, 
Missouri,  March  27,  1855,  consequently  all  but 
two  years  of  his  life  have  been  passed  in  Texas. 
As  his  youth  w-as  passed  on  the  frontier  where 
no  public  schools  existed  until  his  near  approach 
to  manhood  his  educational  privileges  were  next 
to  nothing.  He  made  a hand  on  his  fatlicr’s  ranch 
as  soon  as  he  was  old  enough  and  for  twenty 
years  his  natural  home  w-as  on  a pony’s  back.  He 
followed  the  stock  business  in  a limited  way  a 
few  years  after  the  senior  McDonald  abandoned 
it  and  then  settled  down  on  his  tract  of  three 
hundred  and  sixty  acres,  wdiere  he  has  become 
a stock- farmer.  It  was  about  1880  when  he  ob- 
tained title  to  the  old-time  McDonald  ranch  and 
Kis  modern  residence  on  Victoria  Peak  marks 
the  historic  spot  of  the  family’s  early  years  in  the 
county. 

January  16,  1877,  Mr.  ^McDonald  married  in 
hlontag-ue  county.  Sarah,  a daughter  of  D.  J.  Col- 
lins, who  came  to  Texas  from  Adams  county,  Illi- 
nois, after  the  Civil  war.  Mr.  Collins  married 
Sarah  Sheward  and  their  daughter,  Sarah  A., 
was  born  in  1857.  October  12,  1890,  Mrs.  Mc- 
Donald passe<l  away,  being  the  mother  of  Judy, 
W'ho  died  in  August,  icx>4,  as  Mrs.  T.  D.  Bess, 
leaving  Sarah  Cecil,  Jennie  V.  and  Lora  B. ; 
P>.  IT.  McDonald,  of  Marlow^,  Indian  Territory ; 
W.  C.,  of  Montague  county,  is  married  to  Ada 
Beasley  and  has  a child,  Mirrel  Joy ; Mary,  w-ife 
of  Hcnr\-  Huth,  of  Montague  county ; Birdie  B., 
Lewis  L.  and  Maggie  J. 

In  the  matter  of  politics  the  McDonalds  are 
Democrats  but  Clark  is  the  only  one  who  has 
been  called  to  serve  his  county  in  public  office. 
He  was  elected  Commissioner  for  Precinct  Two 
and  served  the  years  1897-8  on  the  board.  Little 
W’as  done  of  an  important  nature  during  his  in- 
cumbency and  routine  w-ork  largely  occupied 
the  time  of  the  body  during  its  .sessions.  Mr.  Mc- 
Donald is  a Ma.ster  Mason  .and  a member  of  the 
Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows  and  Knights 
of  Honor. 

DREWRY  L.  MIDDLETON.— The  prosper- 
ity of  Texas  has  resulted  from  tlie  cattle  indus- 
try and  prominent  among  the  cattlemen  of  t’nis 
great  slate  is  Drewry  L.  kliddleton.  whose  branch 
is  older  than  that  of  any  representative  of  the 
business  in  Texas.  His  has  been  a very  event- 
ful career,  full  of  exciting  incidents,  incurred  be- 
cause of  the  w’ild  and  unsettled  condition  of  the 
country  when  he  began  herding  on  the  plains  of 
tile  southwest.  He  has  witnessed  many  changes. 
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bearing'  his  full  share  in  the  work  of  progress 
.and  improvement,  and  today,  as  the  result  of  his 
industry  and  careful  management,  he  is  one  of 
tlie  prospernns  cattle  dealers  in  this  part  of  the 
country. 

d'he  family  name  is  one  which  figures  largely 
on  the  pages  of  southern  history.  His  father. 
John  W,  Middleton,  in  a little  work  written  by 
him  on  the  "Regulators  and  Moderators  and  the 
Sttelbv  County  War"  of  1841-a,  says;  "It  is  fit- 
ting hefore  I enter  njton  my  narrative,  that  I 
give  a brief  biography  of  mwself  with  some  men- 
tion of  my  ancestry.  John  Middleton,  a grand- 
father. was  an  Anieriean  soldier  in  the  war  of 
the  Revolution  and  was  present  at  the  battle  of 
tlte  Cowpens  and  Guilford  court  house ; served 
under  Gates  until  his  defeat  and  then  under 
Greene  until  the  close  of  the  war.  He  was  the 
officer  sent  to  arrest  Champ,  -who  was  sent  after 
Arm.ild,  the  traitor,  who  betrayed  his  country  to 
the  British,  .and  pur.sucd  him  .so  closely  that  he 
ga>t  hi.s  cloak,  as  Champ  got  too  far  into  the  deep 
water  of  tlie  .sea  for  him  to  he  followed.  After 
tlie  Revedution  he  helonged  to  a ceunpany  t<5  sus- 
tain law  and  order  anil  assisted  to  maintain  it  by 
constant  efforts  to  arrest  and  bring  to  justice  vio- 

lator.s  of  the  law....  i\I\  mother  was 

]\fartlia  Tubh  and  my  greal-grandfather,  George 
Tubhi  Sr.,  was  under  W ashington  at  the  time  of 
Braddock's  defeat  and  at  the  battle  of  Bunker 
Hill.  He,  hi.s  two  brothers  and  all  their  sons  over 
the  age  of  fourteen  \ears,  were  in  the  Colonial 
Army,  under  tlie  immediate  command  of  General 
W.a.shingtciii  during  the  entire  Revolutionarv  war 
and  all  .survived  hut  ciiie." 

During  the  Creek  war  of  181.2,  Drewry  IMid- 
dleton.  fathe  r of  John  W.  Aliddlcton,  was  an  ae;- 
tive  partici[>ant  in  tlie  c.xeiting  events  of  that  pe- 
ricid.  In  connexiion  with  the  lialtle  of  the  horse- 
shoe we  again  i|uotc ; "In  this  battle  my  father, 
Drewry  Middleton,  particijiated  actively,  lK=ing 
in  the-  thickest  of  the  fight.  Going  forward  at 
tlie  command  of  General  Coffee,  with  two  men 
from  each  comjiany  to  act  as  an  advance  and  .give 
information  of  the  em-my,  he  was  sepiaratcd  from 
the  main  command  .and  remained  upon  the  bat- 
tlefield and  fought  until  he  was  tlie  last  or  among 
the  last  to  leave  the  ground.  The  line  of  march 
was  tiien  taken  up  for  home,  when  the  men  w ere 
disch.'irged.” 

Jol’.n  W . Middleton  was  horn  in  Tennessee,  in 
1808,  and  liecamc  a mechanic.  He  married  IMiss 
Mare  .\.  (,'halk.  a iiati\c  of  North  Carolina.  Re- 
moving to  Shelby  county.  Te.xas,  in  1837,  he  di- 
vidoii  his  time  between  farming  and  working  at 
his  trade.  In  1851  he  removed  to  Zandt 


county  and  devoted  his  whole  time  to  harming,  at 
which  he  proved  very  successful.  In  1859 
went  to  Erath  county,  where  he  engaged  in  the 
cattle  business,  and  in  1S68  he  e.xchanged  his 
cattle  for  horses.  The  following  year  he  re- 
moved to  Hood  county,  Texas,  where  he  died  in 
i8y8.  He  reached  a ripe  old  age  and  was  vigor- 
ous mentally  but  suffered  much  physically  from 
live  gun.shot  wound.s  received  during  liis  life.  He 
was  waylaid  ami  shot  in  four  different  parts  of 
the  body  by  Jim  and  Henry  Stricklin,  both  of 
whom  were  afterward  killed  during  the  Regula- 
tor and  Moderator  M’ar,  in  1842.  Two  years 
laUT,  while  attempting  to  arrest  Jack  Crane  for 
smuggling  confiscated  goods,  Mr.  Middleton  was 
shot  and  terribly  mangled,  his  assailant  using 
slugs  of  lead  for  bullets,  and  so  near  him  that 
his  clothes  were  set  on  fire.  He  did  not  fall  from 
his  horse,  but  rode  two  miles  to  his  home,  his 
clothes  burning  and  his  arms  so  badly  mangled 
he  could  not  use  them.  The  story  of  his  life  and 
many  deed.s  of  bravery  was  prominent  for  a lialf 
cenfurv  among  the  pathfinders  of  the  plains. 

Drewry  Landrom  Afiddleton,  like  the  average 
frontier  boy,  had  few  advantages  in  childhood. 
He  was  raised  a jKior  fanner  boy,  working  for 
hi.s  daily  bread,  securing  only  a little  education 
while  attending  the  sessions  of  a school  held  four 
miles  from  his  home  in  a little  log  cabin,  to  and 
from  which  he  walked.  He  was  named  for  his 
grandfather,  Drewry  fVfiddleton,  and  Colonel 
Landrom.  of  Shelby  county,  Te.xas,  a hero  of  the 
Mc.xican  war. 

While  not  a native  Texan,  having  been  bom 
at  Holly  Springs,  Mississippi,  .-Xpril  16,  1837, 
Drewry  L.  Middleton  has  spent  the  greater  part 
of  his  life  on  the  frontier  of  this  state  as  a ran- 
ger and  running  cattle.  In  1856.  at  the  age  of 
nineteen  years,  he  left  the  old  farm  and  was  mar- 
ried to  IMiss  lUary  'W.  Oilell,  an  orphan  who  was 
reared  by  “Father"  Eli  Gilliland,  her  grandsire 
and  one  of  the  first  cattlemen  of  the  state.  Mr. 
and  .Mr.s.  Middleton  began  their  domestic  life  in 
\'an  Zandt  county,  near  the  present  site  of  the 
town  of  Wills  Fuint.  embarking  in  the  cattle 
hm^iness  wdth  a few  head  of  cattle  and  borrowing 
money  to  buy  their  little  home.  FVosperity  at- 
tended cvciy  business  enterpii.se  to  which  Mr. 
Miiklleton  gave  his  attention,  and  in  i860,  find- 
ing that  his  constantly  increasing  herd  of  cattle 
needed  a larger  range,  he  decided  to  move  farther 
west  and  became  a resident  of  F.rath  county,  at 
which  time  he  owned  a large  bunch  of  horses  and 
one  thoiusand  head  of  cattle,  which  was  then  con- 
sidered an  extensive  herd  for  northern  Texas. 
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There  he  staked  a claim  and  turned  hi.s  cattle  and 
ponies  out  to  graze. 

A few  weeks  afterward  lie  crossed  the  Brazos 
river  into  what  is  now  Hood  county,  Texas,  to 
gather  some  cattle  that  had  strayed.  Returning 
the  next  day  he  cainjied  in  the  same  spot  as  on 
the  preceding  day  and  was  surprised  to  see  there 
had  been  two  campfires  instead  of  one,  while  In- 
dian moccasins  told  the  tale.  He  aliandoned  his 
cattle  and,  putting  spurs  to  his  pony,  rode  home, 
wdiere  he  found  his  wife  and  two  babies  standing 
in  the  yard  waiting  for  him.  She  informed  him 
the  Indians  had  come,  killed  their  ncare.st  ncigh- 
Ixir,  stolen  all  the  ponie.s  in  that  section  and  that 
all  the  men  in  tlie  neighborhc>od  were  out  on  the 
trail.  This  was  enough  to  warn  him  of  the  awful 
risk  of  leaving  wives  and  babies  unprotected  and 
he  immediately  yoked  up  two  oxen  to  his 
schooner  wagon,  leaving  his  cattle  on  the  range, 
and  started  with  his  family  to  a jilace  of  safety. 
He  stopjied  on  Mustang  creek,  in  Tarrant  county, 
remaining  there  throughout  the  remainder  of  the 
summer  and  winter,  and  the  following  spring  lo- 
cated on  Rucker’s  creek,  in  Hood  county. 

This  was  in  1861  and  soon  afterward  he  en- 
listed in  the  Confederate  army,  as  a member  of 
Company  K,  Fifth  Texas  Mounted  \ olunteers, 
commanded  b\'  Colonel  Toiu  Green,  this  being 
the  second  regiment  in  General  Sibley's  brigade. 
He  has  seen  active  service  through  various  cam- 
paigns and  was  a participant  in  all  the  trans- 
Mississippi  fighting,  which  was  principally  a 
skirmish  warfare.  The  principal  engagements  in 
which  the  regiment  took  part  were  at  Mansfield, 
Pleasant  Hill,  iMarksvillo  Prairie,  iMorovillc  and 
Y^ellow  Bayou.  These  were  a series  of  erigage- 
rnents  willi  only  a few  days  intervening,  as  they 
followed  up  the  enemy  on  their  retreat.  Ilis  brave 
wife,  during  that  period,  unaided  and  buffeting 
the  dangers  and  hazards  of  frontier  life,  sup- 
ported herself  and  her  two  children  and  eight 
ethers  depemlent  upon  her. 

After  the  war.  Mr.  Middleton  returned  to  his 
family,  whose  possessions  consisted  of  good 
health  and  a dozen  cow.s,  and  began  the  battle  of 
life  anew.  He  engaged  in  freighting,  btiying 
five  yoke  of  oxen  on  credit,  and  his  first  load  was 
salt  from  East  Texas,  a cniTunodity  that  brought 
ten  dollars  a sack.  He  followed  freighting  and 
trading  two  years  and  then  took  advantage  of  the 
demoralization  of  the  cattle  industry,  tlie  war 
having  broken  up  and  scattered  the  herds 
throughout  the  state.  lie  honght  cattle  to  the 
value  of  thirteen  thousand  five  hundred  dollars 
to  be  found  and  gathered  wherever  possible.  Hav- 
ing no  money  he  gave  notes  for  this  amount.  In 


two  years  he  had  paid  off  ail  his  obligations  and 
branded  eight  hundred  cattle  as  his  profit.  At 
this  lime  he  fenced  tlie  first  pasture  ever  enclosed 
in  Hood  county.  ^Vith  thi.s  second  start  his  cat- 
tle busine.ss  comstaritly  increased  until  the  agita- 
tion an,.!  legi.slation  concerning  the  free  grass, 
which  checked  the  whole  cattle  industry.  Mr. 
IMiddlcton  was  at  one  time  cattle  in.spector.  His 
brand  is  si.xty  years  old,  the  oldest  on  record  in 
the  state,  and  his  dealings  date  back  to  the  days 
when  cattlemen  gave  each  other  power  of  attor- 
ney to  look  after  mutual  intere.sts  on  the  ranges 
all  ewer  the  plains.  liach  handled  the  other’s 
branding  iron  and  branded  and  di,s]X)sed  of  the 
other's  cattle  when  found  on  their  range,  and  set- 
tled once  a year  at  the  general  round-u]) — a mark 
of  honesty  and  tru.st  never  found  in  any  other 
Ime  of  trade.  As  the  years  advance<l  .Mr.  Mid- 
dleton prospered  in  his  undertakings  ami  is  now 
in  a financial  position  tliat  will  enable  him  to 
spend  the  evening  of  life  in  ease  and  comfort, 
without  further  recourse  to  labor.  lie  and  his 
sons  have  a ranch  in  Jones  county  of  ten  thou- 
sand acres,  on  which  they  carry  one  thousand 
stock  cattle  and  one  hundred  ponie.s.  and  they 
lease  pastnr.age  each  year  in  the  ( reek  nation  in 
the  Indian  Territory,  on  which  they  fatten  cattle 
for  the  market. 

Mr.  INliddleton  ha.s  been  a member  of  the  Ma- 
sonic fraternity  since  1865,  taking  his  first  de- 
grees at  \\  eatherford,  Tc.xas.  In  1874  he  be- 
came a member  of  the  chapter  at  Cleburne  and 
was  made  a Knight  Templar  in  Abilene  in  i8')i. 

The  children  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Middleton,  seven 
in  number,  are  all  living : Elizabeth,  the  wife  of 
J.  M.  Daugherty,  of  .\bilcnc;  IMartha  M.,  the 
widow  of  John  A.  Vv’i.senhurst : Jl.  H.,  who  re- 
sides at  .\bilenc:  A.  C.,  living  in  Jones  county; 
\’irginia  O.,  tlie  wife  of  J.  A.  Ryburn,  who  re- 
sides in  Cresson,  Hood  county,  Texas ; Tarleton, 
living  in  .Ybilcne ; and  Charles  O.,  al.so  of  Abi- 
lene. The  sons  are  all  associated  with  their 
father  in  the  cattle  industry,  except  the  youngest, 
who  is  a traveling  salesman. 

The  life  history  of  Mr.  Middleton,  if  written 
in  detail,  would  furnish  a most  intere.stiiig  and 
authentic  picture  of  an  important  epoch  in  Texas 
history,  and  w’oidd  c.s])ecially  set  forth  the  condi- 
tions met  by  the  cattleman,  as  he  has  braved  the 
dangers  of  Indian  attack  and  his  ilopredations 
upon  the  live  stock,  also  faced  the  usual  hard- 
ships of  frontier  life  and  likewise  the  trying  con- 
ditions brought  on  by  the  w'ar.  .Ml  thi.s  Mr.  Alid- 
dlcton  knows  from  actual  experience  and  he  is 
to-dav  one  of  the  typical  men  of  the  southwest, 
who  in  the  face  of  oh.stades  has  won  fortune. 
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JESSE  L.  JONES.  In  tlie  subject  of  this 
slcclcli  we  find  a man  who  has  been  closely  iden- 
tified with  the  histon-  of  Haskell,  who  resided 
in  tliis  Icjcality  before  the  ortranization  of  Haskell 
coiiniv.  and  who  has  filled  many  important  public 
po.'iitioiis  here. 

W iiliam  C.  Jones,  the  father  of  Jesse  L.,  was 
born  October  19,  1827,  in  Clark  county,  .\la- 
bania,  near  the  jnnclion  of  the  Tombighee  and 
Alabama  rivers.  \\  lien  a young  man  lie  went 
to  (i'boctaw  county,  Mississippi,  and  was  there  at 
the  time  the  Civil  war  came  on.  Enlisting  in  the 
Confederate  army,  be  went  into  the  struggle  and 
proved  him.'tdf  a valiant  soldier,  enduring  many 
privations  incident  to  army  life  and  participiating 
in  lumierous  hard  fruighl  battles.  In  the  siege 
of  \ icksbnrg  he  received  a wound  which  neces- 
■sitated  the  amputation  of  hi.-,  left  arm.  In  Choc- 
taw conniv  he  married  iliss  1 teliah  Armstrong, 
elde.st  daughter  of  James  and  Cassie  .\rmstrong. 
He  continueil  10  reside  in  Mississippi  until  1873, 
and  the  last  two  years,  of  his  re.-'ideiice  there  he 
nlleil  the  office  of  eouiU\  trea^lu■er  of  Montgom- 
erv  county,  which  had  been  made  from  a part 
of  Clioclaw  arul  Carroll  counties.  In  the  spiring 
of  1873  he  came  t. j Te.xas.  settling  fir.st  in  Rob- 
inson {xnnuy,  and  in  the  fall  of  1874  moving  to 
Hood  conntx  and  Icicating  on  RnckerC  Creek,  a 
mile  from  the  Ilrazos  river.  In  the  autumn  of 
1876  he  hoiight  some  land  in  Stephens  conntj' 
and  took  up  hi.s  aboile  on  it,  and  there  he  made 
his  hiiino  until,  advanced  in  years,  he  came  to 
Ikcskcil  to  live  witli  his  children.  In  his  family 
were  ten  children,  five  sons  and  five  daughters, 
of  ivliich  munber  all  of  the  sons  and  the  voungest 
daughter  arc  now  living. 

Jtsse  L.  JVines  was  bfirn  in  Choctaw  conntv', 
Missis.-ippi,  March  1.  1830,  and  in  his  native 
counfv  piassed  the  tirst  fourteen  years  of  his  life, 
liis  cilucational  a<lvanrages  there  heing  limited, 
and  lie  had  no  opportunitv  to  attend  selujol  after 
the  removal  of  the  family  to  Texas.  In  1878,  a 
fev.'  years  after  lii.s  arrival  in  the  ’'I.one  .Star 
State.”  lie  went  out  on  the  western  plains  as  a 
nicrnber  of  a hunting  expicdiiion.  and  spent  tire 
winter  hunting  luiflalo.  t hi  many  oexasions  he 
saw  hundreds  of  bunches  of  huft'alo  ranging, 
.some  limes  .as  high  a.s  a hundred  in  a hunch. 
1 lic\-  killed  the  huffalo  for  the  hide,  and  often 
they  took  tlic  ch(>ice>t  part  of  the  meat.  Cbi  his 
return  to  .Stepiiens  coniitr  he  engaged  in  the  cat- 
tie  bueincs.s,  taking  his  father's  cattle  and  some 
iiCionging  to  another  piarlv,  and  going  to  the 
p/iain.s  on  Duck  ('reek,  in  Itickens  county,  where 
he  niriainvi  until  the  fall  of  i88t.  when  the  cat- 
tle w vre  .scild.  'Vext  we  find  liim  working,  on  a 


salary,  for  a cattle  company  at  Tascosa,  on  the 
Canadian  river,  near  the  New  Mexico  line.  In 
January,  1882,  he  came  to  what  is  now  Haskell, 
then  called  Rice’s  Springs,  and  bought  a flock  of 
sheep,  which  he  kept  there  until  the  organization 
of  lla.skell  county,  in  January,  1885.  At  this 
time  he  was  elected  clerk  of  the  county,  also  dis- 
trict clerk,  and  filled  both  offices  at  the  same  time. 
In  this  capracily  Mr.  Jones  has  serv'cd  the  county 
for  several  years.  His  fir,-.l  term  was  a short  one. 
-\t  the  general  election  in  the  fall  of  1886  he  was 
elected  for  a full  term  of  two  years,  which  he 
served,  and  was  then  out  of  office  for  two  years. 
In  i8<)0  he  was  again  elected  and  he  was  re- 
elected in  1892,  completing  his  final  term  in  1S94. 
In  Jamiar;,'.  i8<,)3.  while  the  incumbent  of  the 
clerk’s  office,  he  was  elected  ca.shicr  of  the  Has- 
kell National  Bank,  and,  leaving  the  duties  in 
the  clerk's  office  to  he  attended  to  by  a deputy, 
he  gave  the  most  of  his  attention  to  the  bank,  and 
he  remained  in  the  hank  until  January,  1901.  At 
this  (late  his  parlrier.ship  with  A.  C.  Foster  be- 
gan, under  the  firm  name  of  Foster  & Jones, 
cicalcrs  in  real  estate,  which  association  continues 
lip  to  the  present  lime.  Mr.  Jones  is  one  of  the 
largest  individual  land  holders  in  the  county. 
Also  he  ha.s  some  land  on  the  plains  and  some  in 
Stcjihens  county,  devoted  to  stock  raising  and 
farming,  having  at  this  writing  one  thousand  and 
two  hundred  acres  under  cultivation. 

Mr.  Jones  was  married  Fehruarv  14,  1886,  to 
Miss  Hallie  IMartin,  daughter  of  Alonzo  and 
Nannv  ilartin.  arnd  a native  of  Georgia.  In  tlieir 
family-  were  six  children,  five  of  whom  are  liv- 
ing. two  sons  and  three  daughters — Tennis  W., 
Chester.  Noll,  I'rancis  and  Thclmer. 

\\  bile  not  a member  of  any  religions  organiza- 
tion, i\Ir.  Jones  inclines  tow'ards  the  Primitive 
Eapiti.st  church,  to  which  his  piarents  belong.  He 
took  the  initial  degrees  in  itlasonry  in  the  winter 
of  1 888-0,  received  the  Royal  Arch  degree  in  the 
fall  of  1880.  and  in  t8(K)  was  made  a Knight 
Tcmjilar.  He  is  also  a member  of  the  Woodmen 
of  the  World. 

DI^RRELL  L.  PIERCE  represents  one  of 
the  early  families  of  Texas,  ami  is  actively  and 
successfully  engaged  in  farming  on  Postoak 
Prairie,  in  'Montague  county.  He  was  born  in 
Faimin  coimly,  Texas,  March  10,  1862,  his 
parents  being  Sidney  and  Susan  (Brown) 
Pierce,  who  were  married  in  Texas,  although 
thev  w ere  nati\  e,s  of  North  Carolina  and  Ken- 
tucky, respectively.  The  paternal  grand- 
father. Burrell  Pierce,  Sr.,  wa.s  a native  of 
Noiih  Carolima,  where  he  died  after  having 
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conducted  business  as  a successful  planter  for 
many  years.  In  his  family  were  eight  chil- 
dren: George  W.,  Robert,  VVilliam,  Jane,  Sid- 
ney, Helen,  Julia  and  May,  all  of  whom  came 
to  Te.xas. 

Sidney  Pierce  was  reared  in  the  state  of  his 
nativity,  and  in  earh^  manhood  came  to  the 
Lone  Star  state,  being  one  of  the  early  settlers. 
He  was  born  in  1833,  and  on  reaching  Texas 
took  up  his  abode  in  Fannin  county,  where  he 
now'  resides  at  the  advanced  age  of  seventy- 
two  years.  He  still  owms  his  first  farm,  which 
he  improved  from  a wold  and  uncultivated 
tract.  In  addition  to  this  lie  likewise  owns 
other  farm  property,  and  he  resides  on  a farm 
nearer  town  than  the  one  w'hich  was  his  origi- 
nal location.  For  many  years  he  has  carried 
on  general  agricultural  pursuits  and  stock 
raising,  and  his  prospered  in  his  undertakings, 
being  a self-made  man,  who,  without  any 
special  pecuniary  or  family  advantages  at  the 
outset  of  his  career,  has  w'orked  his  w’ay  stead- 
ily upward,  overcoming  all  difficulties  and  ob- 
stacles in  his  path  by  his  determined  purpose 
and  unfaltering  energy.  He  possesses  good 
ability  as  a financier,  has  accumulated  a large 
estate,  and  is  now  numbered  among  the  most 
substantial  citizens  of  Fannin  county.  In  poli- 
tics he  is  a Democrat,  and  in  religious  faith  is 
connected  with  the  IMissionary  Baptist  church. 
He  has  manifested  a commendable  interest  in 
all  that  has  pertained  to  the  general  progress 
and  improvement  of  the  county,  along  material, 
intellectual  and  moral  lines.  He  and  his  wdfe 
are  yet  in  the  enjoyment  of  good  health  and 
are  enabled  to  have  many  of  the  comforts  and 
luxuries  of  life  as  the  result  of  earnest  toil  in 
former  years.  Mrs.  Pierce  W'as  a daughter  of 
a pioneer  settler  of  Texas,  wdio  died  leaving 
his  wife  and  family  of  young  children.  The 
motlier  kept  the  children  together  and  care- 
fully reared  them,  giving  them  every  oppor- 
tunity possible.  She  was  a consi.-tent  member 
of  the  Baptist  church.  In  her  household  were 
two  sons  and  two  daughters : Green  and  Carl, 
botli  of  whom  died  while  seix’ing  in  the  Confed- 
erate army;  Mrs.  Susan  Pierce  and  Frances,  the 
wife  of  J.  English. 

Unto  Air.  and  Mrs.  Sidney-  Pierce  were  born 
ten  children ; Burrell  L. ; Lee,  a Missionary 
Baptist  minister,  who,  with  his  family',  is  now 
doing  missionary  w'ork  in  China;  Josie,  the 
w'ifc  of  W.  T.  Bihby;  Rebecca,  the  wfife  of 
L.  G.  Bumbarger;  Alattie,  the  w'ife  of  T.  I., 
Beckham;  John  and  Walter,  who  are  operat- 


ing the  old  homestead ; Christopher,  wffio  died 
in  childhood ; Carroll  C,  deceased,  and  Anna, 
the  wfife  of  R.  H.  AlcIIale. 

Burrell  L.  Pierce  w'as  reared  in  Fannin 
county',  and  remained  under  the  parental  roof 
until  the  time  of  his  marriage,  in  1882.  He 
then  began  farming  on  the  old  homestead, 
where  he  remained  until  1889,  when  he  j)ur- 
chased  a tract  of  land,  comprising'  three  hun- 
dred and  tw'enty  acres  on  Postoak  Prairie. 
The  soil  is  a rich,  sandy  loam,  very  productive, 
and  the  place  was  partially  improved  w'hcn  it 
came  into  his  possession.  He  has  since  re- 
modeled the  farm  and  hou.se,  and  has  cleared 
and  placed  over  one  hundred  acres  of  land 
under  cultivation.  He  has  over  tw'o  hundred 
;uid  fifty  acres  altogether  under  cultivation  and 
he  carries  on  general  farming,  raising  such  sup- 
plies as  are  needed  for  the  farm  and  stock,  and 
having  good  crops  for  sale.  He  lias  remodeled 
the  liou.se,  made  a large  addition  thereto,  and 
has  it  piped  with  water  connected  with  a wind- 
mill tank.  There  is  also  a good  cyclone  cellar 
for  safety',  and  the  various  conveniences  and 
improvements  know  11  to  a model  farm  are  here 
found.  He  has  built  a large  barn  and  has  set 
out  an  orchard,  which  novv  yields  its  fruits  in 
season.  Mr.  Pierce  receives  some  assistance 
from  his  father's  estate,  w'hich  he  utilizes  to 
the  best  advantage,  lint  he  has  found  that  there 
has  been  plenty  of  hard  w'Ork  in  connection 
with  the  improvement  of  his  farm.  This  he 
lias  carried  on  untiringly-  until  success  has  at- 
tended his  efforts,  and  he  is  now  one  of  the 
prosperous  agriculturists  of  his  conimimity'. 

Air.  Pierce  was  united  in  marriage  to  Aliss 
Anna  Embree,  who  was  born  in  Kentucky  in 
1863,  and  is  a daughter  of  Elisha  T.  and  Alary 
A.  (Savage)  Embree,  liotli  of  whom  were  na- 
tives of  Kentucky,  where  they'  were  married 
and  settled  to  farming.  In  i8f>8  they  came  to 
Texas,  establishing  their  home  in  Cray'son 
county',  where  the  father  purchased  land  and 
developed  a farm,  carry'ing  on  general  agricul- 
tural pursuits  and  slock  raising.  He  also  did 
some  trading,  and  at  one  time  conducted  a 
meat  market.  He  also  owned  large  tracts  of 
land,  and  liecame  a \ ery  prosperous  and  prom- 
inent agriculturist  of  his  community.  He,  lunv- 
ever,  sold  most  of  his  Texas  land  and  made  his 
home  among  his  children  and  in  the  Indian 
TeiTitorv.  He  never  desired  political  honors 
nor  emoluments,  but  preferred  to  devote  liis 
umlivided  attention  to  his  business  interests. 
He  was  a consistent  member  of  the  Christian 


HISTORY  OR  NORTH  AND  WEST  TEXAS. 


O20 

church,  ,}iis  wife  was  a daughter  cd  John  Sav- 
age, a minister  of  the  Baptist  ciiurch,  and  (.lied 
in  Kentucky.  The  m'„tther  of  I\Irs.  Pierce  was 
the  cldt;^l  in  a family  of  five  children,  the 
others  being  l.'.lizabeth,  -Margaret,  Dica  and 
Lem.  Tite  members  of  the  Enil.iree  family 
were;  Mrs,  Elizabeth  o.IcLernan,  i\Irs.  Kate 
Perkins,  Mrs.  Sarah  Frantz,  Colbyy  John  H. 
and  Joshua,  all  of  w hcuri  are  farming  in  the 
Territory;  Anna,  now  Airs.  Pierce;  M.  Luther, 
who  is  li\ing  in  Wichita  Falls;  Janies  S.,  tvho 
died  at  the  a.ge  of  fourteen  year.s;  Thoma.s  and 
William.  .\11  are  yet  living,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  two.  The  mother  died  September  iith, 
1903. 

Mr.  and  Airs.  Pierce  have  a family  of  si-X 
chihireii:  AYilliani  L.,  who  married  Maud 

P.ryan  and  i.«  engaged  in  farming;  Josie  B., 
the  \Vifc  of  C.  Corruth;  Grover  C.,  Augustus 
Ik,  Sidney  and  Anna  AL,  all  at  home.  The 
parents  are  devoted  members  of  the  Christian 
church,  and  Air.  Pierce  is  regarded  as  one  of 
the  representative  citizens  of  his  community, 
who,  in  his  farming  interests  on  Postoak 
Prairie  has  met  with  very  creditable  and  grati- 
fying success. 

C.  F.  AIcGRADY.  The  farming  and  stock- 
raising  intere.sts  of  Alontague  county  have  a 
worthy  repre.sentativc  in  C.  Frank  AIcGrady, 
who  is  living  near  Saint  Jo  and  wlio  belongs 
to  one  of  the  earh'  families  of  Memtague 
county.  His  birtli  occurred  in  Fannin  county, 
Texas,  on  the  :t8ih  of  C'ctnher.  1859,  and  there 
the  days  of  his  boyhood  and  youth  were 
passed,  his  education  being  aetjuired  in  the 
common  schools,  while  in  the  periods  of  vaca- 
tion his  attention  was  given  to  the  work  of 
fantiing  and  stock  raising  u]k>ii  his  father’s 
home  place.  He  is  a son  of  .Allen  R.  and 
Elizahetli  (Cox  I AIcGrady,  the  former  a native 
of  Georgia  and  the  latter  of  Louisiana.  The 
Alctlrady  family  is  of  Scotch-Irish  lineage,  and 
was  est.ablislied  in  .America  at  an  early  da_v, 
the  nr,<t  rejiresentatives  of  the  name  settling 
in  the  eastern  southern  states.  The  paternal 
grandfather  of  onr  suhjeet  was  a resident  of 
Georgia  and  followed  the  occupation  of  farm- 
ing, his  genuine  worth  winning  him  the  respect 
;md  trust  of  tho.se  with  whom  he  was  associ- 
ated. 

.Allen  R.  McGrady.  father  of  C,  Frank  AIc- 
Grady,  was  i>e<rn  and  reared  in  (Aev'rgia.  after 
wlucli  he  went  to  I.-oiiisiana,  where  he  accepted 
a ]>r)5ilicu)  .as  overseer,  being  employed  in  that 


capacity  for  a number  of  years.  It  was  during 
that  period  that  he  was  married,  and  in  1856 
he  came  to  Texas,  first  settling  in  Fannin 
county,  where  he  accepted  the  position  of  over- 
seer with  Samuel  Howard,  whom  he  thus  rep- 
resented until  i859-  in  the  latter  v'ear  he  came 
to  Alontague  county,  locating  on  land  that 
bordered  Clear  creek,  about  four  miles  south 
of  the  prc.sent  site  of  Saint  Jo.  A long  period 
had  elapsed,  however,  before  the  town  was 
plaited  in  1872.  Air.  AIcGrady  was  the  second 
settler  in  Clear  creek  valley,  and  found  the 
usual  pioneer  conditions.  Game  of  all  kinds 
was  pleniiful  and  wild  beasts  roamed  at  will. 
The  settlers  gave  their  attention  chiefly  to  the 
cattle  industry,  for  the  range  was  free  and 
open,  and  the  business  proved  a profitable  one. 
Little  fanning  up  to  that  time  had  been  done, 
and  by  many  it  was  considered  doubtful 
whether  the  work  could  be  profitably  carried 
forward.  Air.  AIcGrady,  however,  located  one 
hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land,  built  a cabin 
and  turned  his  attention  to  the  cultivation  of 
the  fields.  He  also  had  a small  amount  of 
stock,  and  hoped  to  increase  his  herd  as  the 
years  passed,  but  the  conditions  of  life  in  Texas 
proved  detrimental  to  business  interests  for 
some  years  to  come.  The  Civil  war  broke  r>ut, 
and  the  red  men,  thinking  this  an  opportunity 
for  license  and  liberty,  became  hostile  and 
committed  many^  depredations  and  deeds  of 
atrockms  violence.  It  became  necessary  for 
the  citizens  to  organize  in  defense  of  their 
families  and  their  stock,  and  later  Air.  AIc- 
Grady joined  Captain  Howland’s  company'  of 
mmtier  rangers,  in  wdiich  he  served  for  four 
y ears,  and  alter  that  company  was  disbanded 
he  Continued  in  frontier  service,  his  connec- 
tion with  the  border  warfare  covering  about 
seven  years.  He  wnis  very'  active  in  driving 
the  red  men  from  the  locality',  that  the  work 
of  civilization  might  be  carried  forward.  No 
citizen  vi.siting  Te.xas  today,  and  seeing  its  fine 
Immes  ami  well-developed  farms,  can  realize 
the  conditions  which  existed  at  that  period. 
It  required  men  and  women  of  great  bravery 
and  fearlessness  to  face  the  hardships  and  dan- 
ger.s,  but  they  planted  the,  seeds  of  civilization 
that  in  time  have  produced  happy  homes  and 
,1  splendidly'  developed  region,  settled  by  a 
contented  and  prosperous  people.  Soon  after 
the  outbreak  of  the  Indian  troubles  Air.  AIc- 
Gr.'uly  took  his  family  to  the  head  of  Elm 
creek,  wlicre  they  remained  about  a year, 
w hen,  realizing  that  the  Indians  were  not  to 
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be  quickly  subdued,  he  made  ])re|)ar:itions  to 
return  to  his  ranch,  erecting  a stockade  around 
his  cabin  with  log  posts  fifteen  feet  high.  lie 
then  made  port-holes  in  the  house,  from  which 
to  shoot,  and,  with  his  family,  he  returned  to 
the  home,  where  they  remained  throughout 
all  those  troublous  days,  which,  however,  were 
fraught  with  much  anxiety.  The  Indians, 
however,  never  attempted  to  destroy  the  stock- 
ade or  committed  their  depredations 'within  its 
bounds.  They  stole  horses,  however,  through- 
out the  country,  and  the  only  vv.ay  an  anfmal 
could  be  kept  was  to  have  a log  chain  locked 
around  its  neck.  The  little  farming  was  done 
with  steers.  I\Ir.  McGrady  participated  in 
many  running  fights  wnth  the  Indians,  and 
was  a witness  of  their  deeds  of  atrocity  and 
violence.  He  has  seen  cabins  burned  and  their 
inmates  killed,  and  here  and  there  upon  the 
prairie  he  h.as  come  across  the  bodies  of  the 
victims  of  the  red  men.  He,  however,  never 
sustained  a wound  from  an  Indian  bullet  or 
arrow. 

When  hostilities  had  ceased  Mr.  IMcGrady 
settled  to  farming,  and  was  making  a good  ef- 
fort to  get  well  started  in  his  cattle  raising 
when,  in  1863,  all  of  his  stock  died  from  dis- 
ease save  a cow  :uid  calf.  This  w.as  a great 
blow,  but  he  did  not  allow  himself  to  Ijecome 
discouraged,  and,  with  resolute  purpo.se,  made 
another  start.  Fortune  was  more  kindly  this 
time,  and  as  the  years  passed  by  he  prospered, 
becoming  one  of  the  successful  farmers  and 
stock  raisers  of  this  part  of  the  country.  His 
attention  was  given  to  cattle,  horses  and  hogs, 
and  he  sold  to  dealers,  never  doing  any  ship- 
ping himself.  As  the  years  passed  by  and  his 
financial  resources  increased  he  made  judicious 
investment  in  property  until  he  owned  nearh' 
five  thousand  acres  of  valuable  land.  He  was 
an  interested  witness  of  the  changes  that  oc- 
curred in  the  county,  marking  its  development 
and  improvement,  for  he  located  here  before 
the  county  was  organized,  court  being  held  at 
Gainesville  at  that  time.  His  co-operation  was 
given  to  many  measures  for  the  general  good, 
and  his  worth  as  a citizen  was  widely  ac- 
knocvledged.  He  remained  upon  the  old  home- 
stead until  the  health  of  both  himself  :md  wife 
failed,  owing  to  the  hardships  which  they  had 
undergone  and  the  continuous  work  which 
they  had  performed.  Financialh'  situated  so 
as  to  enjoy  rest  from  labor,  they  removed  to 
Mineral  Wells,  hoping  to  be  benefited  by  the 
change,  but  in  1899  both  passed  away,  Mr.  Mc- 


Grady’s  death  occurring  oil  tlie  11th  of  Sep- 
tember, while  his  wfife  died  on  the  23d  of  the 
same  month.  The  remains  of  both  were  in- 
terred ill  the  family  cemetery  on  the  old  liome- 
ste.ad,  Mrs.  McGrady,  wliose  uiaiden  name 
was  F-lizabeth  Co.v,  was  born  and  reared  in 
Louisiana,  belonging  to  one  of  the  prominent 
old  families  of  tliat  state,  her  father  having 
been  an  extensive  planter  and  slave  owner 
there.  He  remained  in  I.ouisiana  up  to  the 
time  of  liis  demise.  Both  Mr.  and  Itirs.  Mc- 
Grady were  devoted  members  of  the  Christian 
churcli.  In  their  farniF  vvt;re  six  children : C. 
Frank,  whose  name  introduces  this  review, 
Nancy,  who  became  ivlrs.  Stephenson  and  af- 
terward Mrs.  F’ruitt;  .Alexander,  a farmer  and 
stock  raiser  of  Indian  Territory:  Sarah  F.,  the 
wife  of  ,F.ud  Aldridge ; John,  who  is  now  en- 
ga.ged  in  the.  livery  business  at  Saint  Jo,  and 
IMrs.  Pear!  ,\.  Cline. 

C.  Frank  McGrady  was  reared  from  child- 
hood upon  the  old  family  homestead  in  Mon- 
tague couniy,  and  early  became  familiar  with 
all  the  duties  and  labors  that  fall  to  the  lot  of 
the  agriculturist.  He  yet  owns  a portion  of 
the  old  homestead,  and  in  its  further  develop- 
ment has  won  thorough  familiarity  with  good 
Imsine.ss  methods.  He  was  married  in  1881, 
and  then  purchased  a farm,  wliich  he  began  to 
cultivate  and  imjirove,  carrying  on  general 
agricultural  pursuits  upon  that  place  for  a 
number  of  years.  He.  then  decided  to  quit 
picking  cotton,  and  engaged  in  the  stock  busi- 
ness, raising,  buying  and  shipping  cattle  and 
hog'S.  He  also  conducts  a ranch  in  the  Terri- 
tory on  which  he  has  a good  herd  of  cattle. 
About  1885  he  left  the  farm  upon  which  he 
first  settled,  and  located  near  the  old  home- 
stead, where  he  has  a commodious  house  arid 
good  barns  and  other  outbuildings.  This  is  <a 
well-improved  place,  and  he  has  added  to  the 
lands  until  he  now  own.s  nineteen  linndreii  and 
fifty  acres,  being  thus  one  of  the  extensive 
landowners  of  the  county.  He  has  seven  ten- 
ant hoLisc.s  upon  the  jilace  and  rents  most  of 
the  land,  which  is  devfited  to  cultivation , keep- 
ing about  five  liundred  acres.  Inut  cw  er,  for  the 
raising  of  crops.  He  is  llioroughl\'  progres- 
sive in  all  that  he  does,  .and  not  only  jiroducef 
good  hatwests  but  is  also  regarded  a.-,  a jiracti- 
cal  and  prosperous  stock  farmer. 

On  the  iqtli  of  .Augnist,  1881,  Mr.  AIcGrady 
wa.s  married  to  Miss  Emma  Lowrence,  who 
was  born  in  Smith  county,  Texas,  and  is 
descended  fron>  ••m  honored  early  settler  of 


022 


HISTORY  OF  NORTH  AND  WEST  TEXAS. 


this  state,  her  father  being’  Logan  I.owrence, 
of  Tennessee,  who  located  in  Sniitli  county, 
Texas,  in  pioneer  days.  After  several  years  he 
made  various  removals,  and  at  length  took  up 
his  abode  in  Montague  county.  He  was  a 
farmer  by  occupation,  and  was  identified  with 
agricultural  interests  in  Te.xas  for  many  years, 
but  eventually  removed  to  the  Indian  Terri- 
tory, w here  he  died.  At  one  time  he  was  pro- 
prietor of  a hotel  in  De.xter.  Cooke  county, 
Texas.  His  wife  still  survives  him  and  yet 
resides  in  the  Territory.  Their  children  were: 
Walter,  who  is  living  in  Clay  county,  Texas; 
Jessc,  a resident  of  Arap.’iho,  Oklahoma ; 
Emma,  who  became  Mrs.  McGraely ; Babe, 
W illiarn.  Robert  and  Fannie,  all  jiving  in 
C'kl.dioma. 

Unto  Mr.  and  IMrs.  IMcGrady  were  born  five 
children:  Jesse,  who  is  sniiervising  bis  father’s 
ranch  in  the  Territor}  ; .Stell.a,  at  lionie;  Belle, 
the  wife  of  1'.  Cable:  Code  and  Charles,  both 
at  home.  The  wife  and  mother  departed  this 
life  t L'tohur  9th,  1B05.  She  was  a member  of 
the  Christian  church,  and  was  an  estimable 
lady,  whose  death  was  decjdy  deplored  by 
man}  friemls.  On  the  14th  of  January,  1899, 
I\Ir.  McCrad}  was  again  married,  his  second 
union  being  with  .Miss  Yv'innie  Lane,  who  was 
born  in  Texas,  her  father  i>eing  a native  of 
.'Mabama.  He  was  a farmer  by  occupation,  and 
became  one  of  the  early  settiers  of  Montague 
count}  . Texas,  where  lie  took  up  bis  abode  in 
1873.  successfully  managing  his  farming  inter- 
ests until  I9C'2.  wheti  he  retired  from  active 
labor,  making  hi.s  home  in  the  town  of  Bowie, 
in  the  v-nio'/rnent  of  a well-earned  rest.  His 
children  were:  Auze.  living  in  Bowie;  i\Irs. 
JMcGrady;  Dollie,  the  wife  of  D.  Tice,  and 
W'illiam,  who  i,s  a bookkeeper  at  Saint  Jo. 

?,Ir.  rmd  M rs.  Mcf  irady  are  now  the  parents 
of  one  daughter.  Birdie  L.,  bom  October  14th, 
1000.  ?>Irs,  iHcGrad}’  belongs  to  the  Metho- 
dist church.  In  ;>olitics  he  is  a Democrat  l>ut 
without  political  aspiration.  Both  he  and  his 
wife  are  highl}  respected  in  the  community 
where  they  reside,  and  in  his  business  career 
ht  has  sl'iown  that  he  possesses  the  traits  of 
character  which  are  es,sential  to  success — close 
application  and  indefatigable  energy''. 

ANDREW  TACKSON  FARMER.  Since 
No  vwrnlier,  1883,  the  worthy  subject  of  this  bi- 
ographical review  has  been  identified  with  the 
domestic  develojiment  of  Clay  county  .and  veiy' 
iriaterially  have  his  efforts  added  to  the  county’s 
material,  social  and  political  prestige.  Among 


the  men  of  his  district  who  have  a reputation 
for  doing  things  his  name  is  always  found,  and 
it  is  their  character,  their  industry'  and  their 
business  capacity  which  gives  to  the  county 
fame  and  maintains  its  good  name. 

Knox  county,  Tennessee,  gave  A.  J.  Farmer 
birth  November  ii,  1849,  and  Henry  and  Cyn- 
thia (Jackson)  Farmer  were  his  parents.  In 
1850  they  migrated  to  Polk  county,  Missouri, 
and  resided  in  that  and  Cedar  counties  until 
1859,  when  they  came  to  Texas  and  settled  in 
Denton  county.  Here  they  became  farmers  and 
stock-raisers,  first  twelve  miles  north  of  Den- 
ton and  afterward  in  the  southeast  corner  of  the 
county,  where  they  remained  till  the  year  1900, 
when  they-  located  in  Greer  county,  Oklahoma.  In 
icKDi  the  father  returned  to  Te.xas  and  in  June 
of  that  year  he  died  at  the  home  of  his  son 
near  V'ashti. 

Henry  Farmer  was  born  also  in  Knox  county, 
Tennessee,  and  was  a son  of  Luke  Farmer,  a 
pioneer  farmer  there  and  of  Scotch-Irish  ances- 
try. The  latter  married  a Miss  Williams  and 
was  the  father  of  T.izzie,  Cyrus;  Alartin,  who 
died  in  Benton  county,  Arkansas;  John  W.,  who 
died  in  Bolivar,  Missouri,  in  1898.  where  he 
had  practiced  medicine  since  1848 ; Luke,  who 
came  to  Texas  in  1888  and  died  in  Illinois  Bend, 
Alontaguc  county,  in  1897,  and  Henry,  the  father 
of  our  subject.  Tlie  last  named  was  a success- 
ful man  and  useful  and  worthy  citizen  and  was 
an  active  spirit  of  the  Methodist  church.  He 
married  a daughter  of  Claybourn  Jackson,  whose 
wife  xvas  Mrs,  Childs,  and  on  Clinch  river  in 
Knox  county  they  reared  their  several  children, 
some  of  whom  were:  Lindsay,  of  Bates  county, 
Missouri:  John  of  Cedar  county;  Samuel,  who 
died  during  the  war;  and  Rebecca,  who  died 
in  Bates  county,  Missouri,  as  Mrs.  Ashlock.  The 
i.ssue  of  Henrj'  and  Cynthia  Farmer  were: 
Mary,  wife  of  George  W.  Wright,  of  San  An- 
gelo, Texas ; Andrew  J.,  our  subject ; John  W.,  of 
Washita  county,  Oklahoma ; Henry',  of  Quan- 
ah,  Texas ; Richard  A.,  of  Greer  county,  Okla- 
homa : I\Iartha,  who  married  a Mr.  Woodrum, 
of  Cojub,  Oklahoma;  and  G.  Daniel,  whose  lo- 
cation is  unknown.  Mrs.  Cynthia  Farmer  still 
survives  and  resides  in  Mangiun,  Oklahoma,  at 
seventy-five  y'ears  of  age. 

Andrew  J.  Farmer  grew  up  during  the  war 
and  obtained  only  a country  school  education. 
He  was  a farmer  boy  and  while  in  Denton  coun- 
ty spent  four  y'cars  in  the  employ'  of  John  Qii- 
som,  the  cow-king  of  that  day'.  While  living  near 
T,ouisvilIe  his  best  time  in  school  was  served 
and  he  remained  with  the  parental  home  till 
twenty-four  veais  of  age.  He  finally  purchased 
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land  near  by  and  when  lie  married  it  can  be  said 
of  him  that  life  in  earnest  really  began.  He 
remained  in  Denton  count}’'  until  1880,  when  he 
located  near  Alvord,  bought  a small  farm  and 
engaged  in  garden-farming.  On  selling  his  prop- 
erty there  he  came  to  his  present  location  less 
than  a mile  east  of  Vashti,  where  he  purchased 
and  owns  four  hundred  and  seventy-six  acres  of 
Freestone  county  school  land.  Upon  tliis  farm 
the  chief  efforts  of  his  life  have  been  made.  Its 
improvement,  its  cultivation  and  its  genera! 
home  development  have  given  rise  to  the  anxious 
moments  of  his  life  and  it  has  been  a long  and  a 
Strong  pull  from  the  bare,  virgin  soil  to  a well- 
improved,  highly-cultivated,  convenient  and  at- 
tractive homestead.  Grain  and  stock  raising  have 
occupied  him  chiefly  and  he  is  a feeder  and  fat- 
tener  of  his  own  stock.  His  place  is  orderly  and 
his  surroundings  are  those  of  a thrifty  and  in- 
dustrious husbandman. 

In  August,  1876,  Mr.  Farmer  married  Mari’  I. 
Gcrren.  a daughter  of  John  and  Mary 
(Allen)  Gerrcn,  who  settled  in  Wise  county, 
Texas,  from  east  Tennessee.  They  died  in  Wise 
county,  the  parents  of  five  children,  those  living 
being:  Thomas  E.,  of  Denton;  J.  W.,  of  Wise 
county,  and  Mrs.  Farmer.  Mr.  and  Sirs.  Far- 
mer’s children  are:  John  H.,  of  Clay  county, 
■who  married  Fannie  Bush  and  has  issue,  Lucy, 
Frank  and  Homer;  Arthur,  whose  ivifc  was  Miss 
A.  M.  Smith,  has  child,  Fannie  Belle;  Lutie,  Al- 
vin and  Cleophas. 

Mr.  Farmer  was  schooled  in  Democracy  in 
youth  and  has  followed  its  teachings  in  later 
life.  When  Democracy  seemed  in  need  of  refor- 
mation during  the  panick}’  years  of  the  nineties 
he  allied  himself  with  the  reform  forces  in 
an  effort  to  purify  politics  and  to  restore  pub- 
lic affairs  to  a more  normal  condition,  but  when 
the  usefulness  of  the  new  party  seemed  at  an 
end  he  resmned  bis  station  in  the  old  party  and 
has  held  up  its  banner  as  a loyal  and  patriotic 
son.  In  1887  he  was  appointed  a county  com- 
mis.sioner  to  fill  the  unexpired  term  of  J.  M. 
Robinson,  ■ and  in  the  fall  of  1888  was  elected 
to  succeed  himself.  He  was  re-elected  in  No- 
vember, 1890,  and  retired  after  five  years  of 
serv’ice  to  his  county,  the  best  and  sincercst  he 
could  bestow.  The  chief  business  before  the 
board  of  which  he  was  a member  was  the  build- 
ing of  the  county  jail  and  the  erection  of  iron 
bridges  over  the  Wichita  rivers.  The  Charlie 
bridge  w’as  the  leading  structure  and  the  one 
spanning  the  Little  Wichita  north  of  Henrietta 
occupied  second  place.  In  his  spiritual  training 
he  is  a firm  believer  in  the  teachings  of  the  Master 
and  he  and  his  own  allegiance  to  the  Presby- 
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terian  faith.  In  fraternal  matters  he  is  a Mason 
.and  in  that  which  constitutes  the  real  essence 
of  a citizen  he  is  a genuine  man. 

IV.  K.  P.  WISDOM,  devoting  his  time  and 
energies  to  agricultural  pursuits  on  Postoak  Prai- 
rie ill  Montague  county,  is  a native  of  Missouri, 
his  birth  having  occurred  in  Dallas  county,  that 
state,  on  the  2d  of  .August,  1845.  Tlie  family  is 
of  Irish  lineage  and  was  founded  ;n  America  by 
John  Wdsdorn  and  his  two  brothers,  who  crossed 
the  -Atlamic  from  Ireland  to  the  new  world  earty 
in  the  seventeenth  century.  They  settled  in  Vir- 
ginia, where  all  became  connected  with  fanning 
interests  and  wi.th  the  developraciu  of  that  por- 
tion of  the  country.  All  three  entered  the  con- 
tinental army  from  Virgini.a  as  soldiers  in  the 
rgvolulionary  war  and  did  valianl  :service  in  win- 
ning the  independence  of  the  nation.  They  were 
the  founders  of  the  Wisdom  family,  which  in  its 
numerous  branches  is  now  found  widely  scattered 
in  America. 

John  W’isdom.  the  direct  ancestor  of  our 
subject,  spent  his  entire  life  in  X’irginia  from  the 
time  that  he  came  to  the  new  world  and  there 
was  known  as  a prominent  farmer  and  .slave 
owner.  His  son,  W.  W.  Wisdom,  Sr.,  married 
Dorcas  Crn.se  and  lived  in  Tennes.see  and  Mis- 
souri, where  he  reared  hi.s  fiimily.  His  children 
were:  John,  Frank  and  W.  W. 

W.  W.  Wisdom,  Jr.,  was  born  in  Tennessee, 
where  he  married  Mis.s  J.ane  Cunningham,  a 
daughter  of  Aaron  Cunningham,  a leading  farm- 
er and  a minister  of  the  Primitive  P>aptist  church 
in  Tennessee.  He  wa.s  a man  of  high  principle 
and  genuine  worth,  greatly  respected  by  ail  who 
knew  him  and  his  integrity  and  honor  were  .above 
reproach.  In  his  family  were  the  following 
named:  Mrs.  Polly  Williamson,  Mrs.  Nancy 

Joplin,  Airs.  Eliza  Kaufman,  Airs.  Jane  Wisdom, 
l^evi,  David,  A'lcCamis,  Brown  and  Joseph. 

W,  W.  Wisdom,  Jr.,  removed  from  Tennessee 
to  Alissouri,  where  he  purchased  land  and  devel- 
oped a farm,  becoming  a leading  agriculturist  of 
bis  community.  There  he  continued  to  reside 
until  i860,  wheti  he  came  to  Tex,a.s,  settling  on 
school  land  in  Cooke  county,  where  he  again  im- 
proved a good  farm,  making  his  home  thereon 
until  his  deaih  in  1864.  He  was  a stanch  advo- 
cate of  democratic  principles  and  while  in  Alis- 
souri he  held  the  office  of  justice  of  the  peace  for 
a number  of  years.  His  genuine  worth  made 
him  respected  by  all  who  knew  him.  His  wife 
long  survived  him  and  passed  away  in  1890.  In 
the  family  of  this  worthy  couple  w’cre  twelve 
children:  Zachariah  T. ; Airs.  Elizabeth  Payne; 
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Aaron  \\  . ; J.  Franklin;  Emeline,  who  died  in 
cliildiicxjd  ; .Mrs.  Dorcas  West;  W.  K.  P.,  of  this 
review:  .Mrs.  .Mary  J.  ( iadey ; ^Irs.  Nancy  Hoo- 
ver: Mrs.  .Margaret  Gado}' : Airs.  Lucinda  W est, 
and  Alclis^a,  who  died  in  childhood. 

W.  K.  P.  Wi.sdom  spent  the  fir.^-t  fifteen  t ears 
of  his  life  in  the  state  >>f  his  nativity  and  then 
accompanicfi  his  parents  on  their  removal  to 
Texas.  He  was  a youth  of  onlv  sixteen  years 
when  he  enlisted  ft>r  service  in  the  Confederacy 
under  Colonel  Hob  'I'.aHor  of  the  Tliirlientli 
Texas  C'avalrv.  The  regiment  wa.s  a.ssigned  to 
the  Trans-. Mi.ssissippi  de])armient  and  .Mr.  Wis- 
<lom  served  until  the  close  of  the  war  in  June, 
1S65,  being  on  active  dm_v  in  the  Indian  Terri- 
rorv.  .Mi;s.sonri,  .Arkansa.s,  Louisiana  and  Te.xas. 
He  t'.'ok  part  in  a niiniher  of  holly  contested  bat- 
tles. including  the  engageinetits  at  Newlonia.  Mis- 
souri, Prairie  Grove.  .Xrkansas.  and  others.  He 
was  also  in  many  skirmishes  and  saw  thirty  days’ 
service  on  the  old  irtni  gun  boat.  He  was  in  the 
war  from  start  to  finish,  and  although  hut  a hoy 
when  he  joined  the  army  he  proved  himself  a 
brave  and  fearles.s  .soldier,  who  met  uncomplain- 
ingly the  harilships'and  rigours  which  con.stitute 
the  life  of  a military  man.  His  regiment  wa.s 
near  Hou.ston.  Texas,  at  the  time  of  General 
Lee's  surrender  anrl  he  then  received  an  honor- 
able discha.rge.  the  command  disbanding  at  that 
point. 

-Mr,  W i.sdom  afterward  returned  home  and 
there  he  rv-nmed  farming,  assisting  his  wid- 
owed motlier.  for  his  father  had  died  while 
the  son  was  at  tlie  front.  The  latter  remained 
at  home  until  the  time  cd  his  marriage,  when  he 
began  farming  on  his  own  account  in  Cfooke 
countv,  remaining  there  until  1868,  when  he  re- 
moved to  Ivaufman  countv.  where  he  spent  four 
years.  In  1S73  he  came  to  Alontague  county, 
settling  on  railroad  land,  where  he  yet  re.-ides. 
He  first  made  some  improvcmcnls  and  in  1878  he 
bought  cnic  hundred  and  si.xtv  acres  of  land,  to 
which  he  has  since  added.  He  now  owns  two 
hundred  and  seventy-three  acres,  ail  of  which  is 
under  fence,  while  one  hundred  and  .seventy  acres 
has  been  jilaced  under  a high  state  of  cultivation, 
the  rtrn.iiniler  being  devoLt-ii  to  jiasturage.  He 
carries  on  general  farming  and  also  raise.s  some 
.stock  .Tnd  Ills  place  is  imf’ia.ved  with  a Cf’inino- 
dious  residence.  barn;s  ami  outbuildiiigs,  an  or- 
chard and  \\  ind  mill  and  in  fact  all  of  the  equip- 
ments  found  upon  the  best  farms  of  Tex'as.  He 
is  one  of  the  best  knov.ii  agriculturists  on  Pos- 
toak  Prairie  and  a man  of  genuine  worth  10  the 
coinms-mify  l;ec;ui:sc  of  his  active  co-operation  in 


many  movements  that  have  been  of  benefit  to  this 
section  of  rlie  state. 

.Mr.  Wisdom  was  married  to  Miss  Frankie  J. 
Jones,  who  was  born  in  ATissouri,  July'  i,  1844, 
lier  parents  being  Jame.s  and  Sally  (Wdsdom) 
Jones,  both  natives  of  Tennessee  and  early  set- 
tlers of  .Missouri.  The  father  removed  to  Te.xas 
in  1840.  first  settling  in  Kaufman  county  and 
later  in  C<xjke  county,  but  had  returned  to  Kauf- 
man county  ere  his  death.  His  children  were : 
Airs.  Emeline  Jordan;  Mrs.  \dna  Alontgomery' ; 
Alina;  Mrs.  Eliza  Lee;  Cynthia,  deceased;  Fran- 
kie J.,  James  P.,  w ho  was  a soldier  of  the  Con- 
federate army:  and  .Mrs.  Nancy  .A.  Taylor.  The 
mc)tlier  of  these  chihlren  pas.sed  away  and  the 
father  afterward  married  .Adeline  Alontgomeryg 
bv  whom  he  had  six  chihlren,  namely:  Airs. 

Alary  Jones:  Airs.  Martha  Murphy;  Jeppie,  who 
died  in  chil.lhood;  Robert 'L.;  Mrs.  Ellen  Payne, 
ami  A\  illiam  C. 

The  lii'ine  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  AA’isdom  has  been 
blessed  with  tw'o  daughters  and  a son:  Alary'  L. ; 
William  J.,  who  i.s  engaged  in  fanning  in  west- 
ern Texas,  and  Sarah  f.,  the  w'ife  of  S.  Carstet- 
tcr.  Mr.  Wisdom  is  indeed  one  of  the  worthy 
pioneer  settlers  of  the  county,  who  by  indefatig- 
able energy , earnest  jmrpose  and  capable  manage- 
ment has  worked  his  way  steadily  upward  to  suc- 
cess, securing  a iirojvertv  that  is  the  visible  evi- 
dence of  liis  life  of  thrift  and  industry.  He  has 
never  faltered  in  his  allegiance  to  the  democratic 
partv.  but  is  w ithout  political  aspirations  for  him- 
self, although  he  is  never  remiss  in  the  duties  of 
cili,zc!iship  and  gives  active  .support  to  many 
incasurcs  for  the  general  good. 

JOE  AlcAIURR AA'  Chi  tlie  list  of  early  set- 
tlers in  Alontague  county  ajqvears  the  name  of 
Air.  AIcAIurray,  whose  efforts  in  business  lines 
have  not  only  brought  him  a fair  measure  of  suc- 
cess hut  have  also  been  a factor  in  the  material 
development  of  this  p-art  of  the  state.  He  was 
born  in  Harbour  county,  .Alabama.  October  7, 
1857,  ami  in  his  youth  acvquircd  a common  school 
education.  The  AIcAIurray  family  is  of  Scotch 
Irish  descent.  The  grandfather,  Samuel  AIcAIur- 
ray. was  a native  i.d  Georgia  and  was  a black- 
smith by  travlc,  Fillowing  that  ['ursnit  throughout 
his  entire  life.  He  remained  in  Georgia  until 
after  :dl  of  his  children  were  horn  and  then  re- 
moved witli  his  family  to  jAiabama,  where  he 
follcuved  blacksmitJiing-  for  m.any  years.  His 
loyalty  to  his  country  was  manifest  by  his  active 
service  in  the  war  of  1812.  He  had  the  follow- 
ing children:  Frank;  Cap.  deceased;  Ivlatilda; 

Sally’ Margaret,  and  Martha. 
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Frank  McMurray,  father  of  our  subject,  was 
boni  in  Georgia  and  accompanied  bis  parents  on 
their  removal  to  Alabama,  where  he  w'as  reared 
to  manhcjod.  He  learned  the  blacksmith's  trade 
with  his  father  and  followed  it  for  sometime  but 
after  his  marriage  largely  engaged  in  fanning, 
lie  likewise  conducted  a shop,  howet’er,  and  his 
attention  was  devoted  to  the  dual  pursuit  until 
1862,  when  he  joined  the  Confederate  army  and 
served  until  the  dose  of  the  war,  ojlly  visiting 
his  home  twice  during  that  period.  He  was  al- 
waj’s  on  active  duty  and  manifested  unfaltcling 
valor  wdien  in  the  thickest  of  the  fight.  He  re- 
turned home  at  the  close  of  the  war  to  find  his 
place  largely  in  ruins.  He  at  once  resumed  work 
at  his  trade  and  soon  began  making  arrangements 
to  leave  the  state.  After  selling  his  land  he  re- 
moved to  Arkansas  in  1868  and  in  1871  came  to 
Tc.xas,  locating  in  Titus  county  near  Mount 
Pleasant,  where  he  bought  land  and  improved  a 
farm.  He  110  longer  carried  on  blacksmithing  but 
gave  his  entire  attention  to  farming  up  to  the 
time  of  his  deatli  in  May,  1S76.  He  lost  his  wife 
while  he  was  in  the  arm}'  and  returned  home  to 
his  children  to  find  ruin  and  desolation  staring 
him  in  the  face.  With  resolute  sjjirit,  however, 
he  set  to  work  to  make  a pleasant  home  for  his 
children.  Later  he  was  again  married  in  Ala- 
bama. He  held  membership  in  the  Baptist  churcli 
and  in  each  commnnitv  Avlicre  he  lived  was  highlv 
respected  because  of  his  charitable  disposition, 
his  kindly  spirit  and  his  deference  for  the  opin- 
ions of  others.  I'hc  second  wife  died  in  iMarch 
1876.  He  had  first  married  Miuerva  Sims,  a na- 
tive of  Alabama  and  a daughter  of  Joel  Sims  of 
Georgia,  who  was  a leading  minister  of  the  Alis- 
sionan.-  Baptist  faith  and  also  an  active  and  ener- 
getic farmer.  Ilis  deatii  occurred  in  Alabama. 
His  children  were:  William;  Thomas;  Samuel; 
Doc;  Andrew;  Evaline;  iMary;  ^lartha ; Miner- 
va, who  became  iMrs.  McMurray ; Hattie,  and 
James,  who  died  after  attaining  his  majority. 
Unto  Frank  ami  Minerva  (Sims)  McATnrray 
were  born  four  children  : Joe ; James  F.,  of  Ok- 
lahoma ; Maggie,  the  wife  of  J.  T.  Lynch,  and 
Robert  E.,  living  in  Montague  county.  By  tlie 
father's  second  marriage  there  were  also  four 
children : William,  Rebecca,  Minty  and  Milton. 

Joe  ^IcMurray  removed  from  .Ylabama  to  .Ar- 
kansas with  his  parents  and  later  came  with  them 
to  Texas,  remaining  under  the  parental  roof  until 
the  death  of  his  father,  when  the  home  w:is 
broken  up.  Thus  at  the  age  of  eighteen  years  he 
started  out  in  life  for  himself.  Soon  afterwards 
he  was  emplox  ed  by  the  surx'eyor  who  had  taken 
the  contract  for  sm-wying  the  school  lands  of 


Titu.s  county  and  .?ul>.sequentbv  lie  was  canployed 
as  a farm  hand,  in  which  work  he  continued  until 
1886.  when  he  married  and  began  farming  on 
bis  own  account  on  rented  land.  A year  later  he 
bought  a farm  near  Montague,  w:here  he  carried 
on  general  agricultural  piirsuiLs  until  1896,  when 
he  sold  that  jiropierty  and  purchased  his  present 
home  farm,  comprising  two  hundred  and  twenty 
acres  at  dial  time,  lie  ha.s  since  added  to  it, 
however,  and  now  cnvn,->  three  hundred  acres,  of 
which  one  half  is  under  cultivation.  Here  he 
has  erected  a commodious  house,  planted  an  or- 
chard and  is  giving  mr.-re  and  more  attention  to 
fruit  culture,  finding  it  a profitable  source  of  in- 
come. lie  also  raises  some  stock  and  annually 
harvccsts  good  crops  and  in  his  farm  work  is  very 
practical,  utilizing  his  advantages  in  the  best 
possible  manner. 

Mr.  McMnrrav  was  married  to  Aliss  Tennessee 
Stout,  who  wa.s  born  in  tile  state  of  Tennessee  in 
1858  and  is  a cultured  la<ly.  Her  parents,  Rob- 
ert K.  and  Alalinda  (Alatthews)  Stout,  were 
married  in  Tennessee.  The  latter  was  a daugh- 
ter of  Hard}'  Matthews  of  Alabama,  who  removed 
to  Tennessee  and  at  the  time  of  the  Civil  war 
went  north  to  Illinois,  where  he  spent  his  remain- 
ing davM.  He  successfully  conducted  agricultural 
interc.sts  and  was  a leading  member  and  e:<hortcr 
in  the  .Methodist  church,  taking  a most  active  and 
helpful  jiart  in  its  work.  He  had  ten  children: 
James,  Malinda,  John,  Joshua,  William,  Benja- 
min, Robert,  .\mi,  Mathew  and  Nicey.  Robert 
K.  Stout  was  horn  reared  and  married  in  Ten- 
nessee, where  he  followed  farming  until  after  the 
outbreak  c>f  the  Civil  war.  In  1861  he  joined  the 
Confcileratc  army  and  served  until  hostilities 
had  ceased,  but  was  never  wounded  nor  taken 
prisoner.  He  continued  farming  in  Tennc.-see 
until  1882,  when  he  came  to  Montague  ctamty, 
Texas,  and  liought  the  farm  whereon  Air.  lUc- 
Alurray  now  reside,s,  giving  his  attention  to  gen- 
eral agricultural  jiursiiits  and  stock  raising  up 
to  the  time  of  his  death.  He  belonged  to  the 
Afethodi.'-t  church  and  was  in  hearty  sympathy 
with  tile  teachiug,s  and  tenets  of  the  Alasonic  fra- 
ternity, with  which  he  also  held  member.ship  re- 
lations. He  died  July  11,  1893,  and  is  still  sur- 
vived by  his  widow,  at  the  age  of  seventy-four 
3'ears.  is  fiiiiiing  a good  home  with  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
AIcMurray.  She.  too.  is  an  earnest  Christian, 
belonging  to  the  Afeth(>di't  church.  In  their  fam- 
ily were  five  children;  Wylie,  a farmer  of  Alon- 
tague  county:  Nancy,  nho  died  at  the  age  of 
eighteen  years;  Thomas,  of  (Oklahoma;  Tennes- 
.sce.  the  wife  of  Joe  AIcAIurray:  and  Mattie,  the 
wife  of  R.  AIcMurrav. 
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I'mo  ('iir  Mjlijcft  und  In’s  wife  have  been  bom 
six  children:  Elmer,  Earl.  Thnla.  Lela,  Sarnuel 
and  John,  all  ai  home.  The  family  :ire  pleasantly- 
located  not  far  from  Saint  Jo  and  they  have 
telejdione  connection  with  all  of  the  .surrounding 
busino.ss  centers.  IVfr.  \lci\lurray  is  thoroughly 
progre.s.sive  in  all  t)f  hi.s  work  and  follows  the 
most  modern  methcKls  of  farming.  I'.oth  he  and 
wife  l)eh)ng  to  the  .Methodist  church  South  and 
he  affiliates  with  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd 
Fellows  and  the  M’oodmen  of  the  World.  His 
life  has  been  honorable,  his  actions  manly-  and 
sincere  and  in  an  analization  of  his  life  record 
we  find  that  it  has  been  his  clo.se  application, 
ready  adaptability  and  unfaltering  industry  that 
have  brotight  to  him  a creditable  and  gratifying 
measure  of  success. 

IIENJAMIX  S.  CASWELL.  One  of  the 
early  sealers  of  I’itman  valley  in  Montague 
county  was  Beiijaniin  S.  Caswell,  who  has  re- 
sided there  since  1878  and  is  one  of  its  upright 
and  honored  citizens. 

On  his  advent  to  the  county  , iMr.  Ca.swell  pur- 
chased a half  section  of  Titus  county  school 
land  upon  which  there  was  a primitive  cabin, 
and  this,  with  the  mere  garden  patch  which  was 
cleared,  comjjrised  the  advantage  he  had  of 
Nature  when  he  first  called  the  valley  his  home. 
For  .some  vears  he  was  engaged  chiefly  in  the 
cow  industry,  hut  with  the  suli.seipient  settling  up 
of  the  desirable  lands  this  industry  fell  into  de- 
cline and  in  the  end  it  disappeared  altogether. 
Fanning  was  also  carried  on.  and  with  the  disap- 
pearance of  the  rang-c  its  intcre.sts  received  an  irn- 
petu.s  which  marie  it  the  chief  occupation  of  our 
subject's  household,  ami  so  long  as  the  health 
anil  vigor  of  his  hoily  would  pennit  its  worthy 
head  found  not  only  profit  hut  pleasure  in  adding 
his  mite  to  the  internal  develojnncnt  of  his  coun- 
ty, and  to  the  material  \\ell-heing  of  hi.s  home. 

,\.s  he  drew  wealth  In'  his  labors  from  the 
earth's  fertile  must,  Mr.  Caswell  ex|)andcd  his 
domains  in  the  vallcv  until  thev  emliraced  more 
d'an  five  Inindred  acres.  Init  as  age  came  creep- 
ing over  liim,  fbssip.'itmg  his  energies  and  con- 
tracting his  effective  capacity . it  resulted  in  the 
reduction  of  iiis  estate  to  an  area  in  keeping  with 
hjs  abilitv  to  haiiillc  it,  and  iwc.  hundred  and 
twenty-  acres  now  comprise  hi>  Imme. 

) U nj'aniiii  S,  ("aswcll  is  by  nature  and  training 
a sontliern  man.  He  has  passed  from  east  to 
acrfis.s  iltc  .Southland  and  has  mingled  with 
its  )x'o)sl.;  ■-,{  all  climes  and  participated  in  their 
cici!  artair-.  lie  was  born  in  Troop  county, 
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countie.s  he  grew  up.  The  country  schools  of 
his  day  gave  him  his  scant  mental  training  and 
the  work  of  the  fami  developed  his  rugged 
fihysique.  In  1835,  the  family  moved  to  Colum- 
bia county  , \rkan.sas.  and  there  he  reached  his 
maiority,  married  and  launched  his  craft  which 
held  the  destiny  of  his  career.  His  beginning  was 
of  a primitive  sort  and  many  h'lppy  years  of  his 
early  married  life  were  passed  'neath  the  portals 
of  an  -Arkansas  mansion  of  logs  and  chink.  At 
the  inception  of  his  career  he  engaged  in  team- 
ing witli  oxen  from  Champinola  to  Atlanta,  Ar- 
kansas, and  for  some  five  years  he  knew  pros- 
perity but  saved  little  money.  He  finally  dropped 
back  to  the  scones  of  his  youth,  the  farm,  and 
after  the  war  his  attention  was  directed  toward 
little  else. 

In  1861.  Mr.  Caswell  enlisted  in  Company  G, 
Thirty-third  Arkansas  Infantry,  Captain  Mixon, 
of  Colonel  Grinstead's  regiment.  He  served  in 
the  Trans-Mississippi  department  of  the  Confed- 
eracy- and  saw  plenty  of  the  rough-and-tumble  of 
army  life,  and  was  in  many  skinnishes  but  no 
heavy  engagements.  He  enlisted  a.s  a private, 
was  .acting  sergeant  of  his  company-  at  times,  and 
was  with  his  command  around  IMarshalL  Texas, 
when  the  war  closed. 

IMr.  Caswell  is  a son  of  Isham  Caswell,  born 
in  Hancock  county-,  Cworgia,  who  was  a .soldier 
in  the  i8t2  war,  and  in  tlie  Florida  Indian  war 
under  General  Floy-d,  and,  when  he  settled  down, 
jntrsned  the  vocation  of  a farmer.  His  father, 
John  Caswell,  was  lx->m,  lived  and  died  in  Geor- 
gia. and  his  wife,  nee  Sallie  Shepherd,  died  in 
Columbia  county.  Arkansas,  in  1862,  while  he 
survived  until  1875. 

November  t,  1S50,  Benjamin  S.  Caswell  mar- 
ried Miss  Ellliott.  a daughter  of  Tames  Perkison, 
a Georgia  farmer.  Mrs.  Caswell  was  born  in 
Merriweather  conuty.  Georgia,  and  is  the  mother 
of  William  H. ; James  L. ; Lee;  Sallie;  Mattie; 
Wesley  W. ; and  Jesse  C. 

lentil  retired  on  account  of  infinnrtv,  iMr.  Cas- 
well was  always  a busy  man.  \Miile  the  busi- 
ness of  his  life  was  to  help  him.self  and  to  care 
for  his  own.  he  has  overlooked  no  op[x>mmity-  to 
give  aid  and  comfort  to  others,  and  hi.s  attitude 
toward  his  fcllow.s  has  been  that  of  a brother  or 
a father  and  his  heart  has  been  filled  with  neigh- 
borly kindnesses.  For  years  he  has  been  asso- 
ciated rvith  the  work  of  the  Methodi.st  church  of 
his  locality  and  his  example  in  life  has  been  such 
as  to  convince  the  skeptical  of  the  power  of  re- 
ligion to  do  gooil  among  men. 
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ALLEN  GORE.  One  of  the  early  settlers 
whose!  reininisceiice.s  run  hack  to  the  elay  of  pole 
houses,  and  even  tents,  in  Wise  county,  is  Allen 
Gore,  whose  residence  wa.s  established  near  Chico 
in  1876,  and  whose  thirty  years  of  vigorous  and 
persistent  effort  have  brought-  him  a good  farm 
and  have  placed  him  among  diat  class  of  our 
couittrjmeii  who  always  win  victories  behind  the 
plow.  It  is  to  the  courage  and  endurance  of  such 
men  that  communities  of  civilized  life  are  carved 
out  of  wildernesses  and  Nature  made  to  bloom 
and  blossom  as  a garden. 

The  date  of  his  advent  to  Wise  county  ntirks 
Mr.  Gore  as  an  early  settler  and  his  coming  was 
an  added  unit  to  the  quiet  force  operating  for  the 
advancement  of  the  social  interests  of  the  count3^ 
Families  have  sprung  up  from  prattling  children 
once  under  his  roof  and  this  third  generation  are 
the  embryo  men  and  women  who  will  honor 
and  perpetuate  the  family  name.  In  his  rural 
life  he  has  grubbed  and  hewed  and  built  up  Uiat 
which  will  stand  as  a shaft  suggesting  the  toil, 
the  .sacrifices  and  the  achievements  of  a modest 
and  earnest  inan. 

Moore  county,  Tennessee,  W’as  the  eastern 
home  of  i\.llen  Gore  and  from  there  he  emigrated 
to  the  Lone  Star  state  the  year  of  his  entr}’  to 
Muse  county.  He  was  horn  in  Lincoln  county, 
that  state.  April  13.  1844,  .and  was  a son  of 
Thomas  Gore,  a farmer,  who  passed  away  in 
Moore  county,  in  1805.  Thomas  Gore  accom- 
panied his  father,  Ned  Gore,  and  family  to  Ten- 
nessee, when  a j’oung  man,  and  in  that  state  his 
father  died.  In  the  matter  of  politics  Democrac}' 
seems  to  have  dominated  the  household,  and 
along  religious  lines  they  w'ere  Methodists. 
Tliomas  Gore  married  Allie  Shaufner. 

Eight  children  comprised  the  family  of  Thomas 
and  Allie  Gore  and  in  their  order  of  birth  were; 
Edward,  a soldier  of  Rragg’s  army  and  killed 
during  the  w'ar ; James  \V.,  of  Wise  count)' ; Al- 
len, of  this  review ; Martha,  wife  of  Alexander 
Parks,  of  Moore  county,  Tennessee;  Sarah,  w'ife 
of  Lace\'  Bobo,  of  the  same  county;  Millie  died 
in  iloore  county  as  the  w'ife  of  Britton  Dilling- 
ham; Tliomas  and  Susan,  of  Moore  county,  the 
latter  Mrs.  Joseph  Donnell. 

On  his  father’s  farm  Allen  Gore  grew  to  ma- 
turity, and  the  ri'pical  log  school  house  knew' 
him  occasionally  as  a pupil  wdiile  passing  the 
years  of  his  youth.  The  Civil  war  came  on  w hile 
he  was  approaching  his  majority  and  he  enlisted, 
in  1863,  in  Bragg's  anny,  and  was  detailed  as 
a blacksmith,  and  on  this  account  saw  none  of 
the  actual  fighting  of  the  war.  On  the  retreat  of 


627 

the  annv  from  die  Murfreesboro  fight  he  was 
taken  prisoner  in  tlie  mountains  of  Tennessee, 
was  paroled  and  remained  about  Tullahoma  un- 
til the  end  of  the  war. 

Taking  up  civil  pursuits,  Mr.  Gore  took  up 
farming  \yith  a United  States  pony  lent  him  by 
the  government,  and  when  his  crop  was  made  lie 
delivered  up  tlie  pony  to  the  authorities.  .A.  sea- 
son of  slow  progress  followed  and  when  ten 
years  had  elapsed  and  he  sought  a home  in  the 
new  country  of  Texas  he  began  Ills'  career  with 
a yoke  of  o.xcn  and  a team  of  ponies,  together, 
a provision  for  maintenance  until  a crop  could 
be  made.  He  purchased  seventy-one  acres  of 
Cooke  county  school  land  northeast  of  Chico,  in 
the  woods,  and  lived  in  a tent  until  his  modest 
pole  cabin  could  he  prepared.  He  has  devoted 
iiirnself  purely  to  the  work  of  the  farm  and,  as 
a result  of  his  success,  has  an  improved  farm  of 
one  hundred  and  eighty-five  acres  which  he  de- 
lights to  call  his  home. 

Mr.  Gore  married  Sarah  Watson,  whose  fath- 
er, Alatthew  Watson,  was  an  old  Tennessee  set- 
tler. Of  Mr.  and  ]\Irs.  Gore's  family.  Edward 
married  Lizzie  Traplctt  and  died  in  Wise  county; 
.\mos.  of  Wise  count)’,  married  Susan  Neeley; 
Alfred,  married  Mattie  Meeks  and  is  a Wise 
county  farmer;  James,  married  Tcra  Tunnell; 
Ro.sa  became  the  wife  of  Thomas  Laster,  and 
they  reside  near  the  parental  home ; Sarah  is  now-' 
Mrs.  Carl  Berry;  Julia  married  Carl  Wright,  and 
they  are  \Vise  ronnty  citizens ; Robert  is  also 
married  and  live.s  in  the  county;  and  Worth, 
the  youngest,  is  still  of  the  family  home. 

Air.  Gore’s  life  has  been  one  of  industry,  with 
steady-going'  characteristics  and  he  has  been  a 
good  citizen  as  well  as  a good  fanner.  He 
has  liebl  to  Democracy  in  politics  from  early  life 
and  a .search  for  his  church  home  finds  him  a 
steward  in  the  Methodist  denomination. 

ZACHARY  TAYLOR  ROBINSON.  With- 
in the  past  few’  years  Mr.  Robinson  has  come 
to  be  one  of  tlie  large  and  successful  cotton 
rai.ser.s  of  Wise  county  and  his  position  as  a 
farmer  spcak.s  eloquently  of  the  possibilities 
in  the  field  of  agriculture  within  this  and  kin- 
dred municipalities  when  supported  by  the  ele- 
ments which  w’in  victories  against  fate.  Like 
tlie  great  mass  of  independent  farmers  he  has 
come  up  from  the  most  mode.st  beginning  .and 
his  progress  has  been  as  the  slow  and  steady 
tread  of  the  mighty  army  which  captured  Alctz 
or  bore  down  the  Muscovite  forces  at  Mukden. 
Now  that  hi.s  race  has  been  well  begun  and 
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many  i.ucce.=;>es  ha\  c already  been  won  it  is 
meet  tiiat  tlse  e^'Ciuial  points  in  his  busy  career 
be  recorded  and  (tresert  ed. 

\ tract  of  cnie  hundred  and  thirty-five  acre;? 
c>f  raw  land  c>n  the  \\  atscm  survey  constituted 
Mr.  Robinson’s  start  as  a W ise  county  farmer. 
He  built  a fenirteen  b_\  fourteen  box  hou.se  in 
uhivh  to  house  his  faniily  when  he  came  hither 
in  l6f>4.  Two  of  tlic  four  ponies  uhich  lie 
bought  died  and  lie  exchanged  the  other  two 
for  a pair  of  mules  and  gave  hi.s  note  for  $1C.5.00 
to  boot.  Ready  cash  was  then  an  unknown 
quantity  with  liini  and,  seeing  that  his  crop 
would  be  shortened  greatly  by  the  drouth  and 
that  no  funds  would  be  available  from  the  farm 
to  meet  his  “mule  note”  he  took  two  sons  with 
him  to  the  Santa  Fe  Railroad  grade  then  being 
constructed  south  from  Red  ri\  er  and  worked 
for  the  company  until  the  note  money  was  well 
laid  1)V.  At  other  times  when  the  treasury  of 
the  famil_\-  ran  low  he  earned  wages  at  anything 
that  offered  to  put  meal  and  bread  on  his  table. 

Hut  after  the  bitter  conic  ev'cr  a few  drops 
of  sweet.  W ith  much  of  his  land  eventually 
cleared,  irnnieii.'-e  crops  of  cotton  and  corn  and 
oat.s  were  picked  and  harve.sted,  a surplus  took 
the  place  t>f  the  proverbial  deficit  and  the  do- 
mestic .ship  glided  out  upon  the  waves  into  the 
smooth  waters  of  victorv'.  Twelve  hundred 
acres  of  fertile  land  are  now  embraced  in  his 
dominions,  niode.st  houses  shelter  his  tenants, 
a threc-staiul  gin  occupies  a .site  near  his  resi- 
dence. fi  >r  the  convenience  of  neighbors  and 
for  jirt.hit  to  himself,  and  the  whole  estate  is 
equipped  vviih  power  and  force  equal  to  its 
most  saii.sfaetory  ami  successful  operation. 

Zaeiiarv  T.  Robinson  w'a.s  born  in  Anderson 
county,  S'lutii  Carolina,  January  ,A,  1S17,  his 
father,  Ephraim  Robinson,  being  a native  of 
the  same  di.-trict  and  born  in  l-Slfi.  Xcar  the 
close  of  the  firtie.s  the  latter  breuight  his  fami- 
ly westward  and  settled  in  l’reuti,ss  county, 
Id  is.'issippi,  where  he  was  a siiiall  ]ilaiiter, 
owmd  a fvw  slaves,  served  as  a justice  of  the 
peace  as  a livimicrat  and  died  near  Booneville 
ii.  I.sb.-).  The  father  served  in  the  Confederate 
',irun  during  the  reliellion,  first  in  the  Twenty- 
.'ixth  Mi.^sissippi  reginunt  and  when  it  was 
captuied  at  I'firt  Iionelson  he  escaped  and 
joined  tlie  I'liirty-second,  which  command 
fuKill}  was  taken  pn.-oncr  liy  Grant  .it  A'icks- 
burg.  Mr.  Robln.-.on  was  parole<l  and  sent 
liome.  later  repi'rted  at  kichnuind,  Virgiiii.a, 
and  w as  llure  discharged. 

I'.[.hraim  Robinson,  Sr.,  grandfather  of  our 
subject,  landed  at  Charleston,  .South  Carolina, 
upon  liis  ,'idvt  Hi  to  .\nierica  from  Ids  biriliplace 


on  Erin's  Isle.  He  saw  service  in  the  war  of 
18T:;  and  wa.s  wounded  in  an  engagement  with 
the  king's  troops.  Late  in  life  he  decided  to 
settle  in  Mississippi  and  he  died  at  Rome,  Geor- 
gia. on  the  jcHiniey  out.  He  had  an  only  son 
and  those  of  hi.s  t hildren  to  reacli  mature  years 
were  : Sayan,  who  married  Yancey  Hall;  Cyn- 
thia, wife  of  -Viidrew  Xorris;  .\manda,  who 
niitrried  Ed  Martin ; Lucy  became  the  wife  of 
Sid  Fttlbu,'^  WMoten : and  Jane  married  Rob- 
ert Dickiii.son  ; and  Ephraim.  Jr.,  hi.s  son. 

In  IB  Il  Ephraim  Robinson,  Jr.,  married  Mar- 
tha Masse}  , who  passed  aw  ay  near  Booneville, 
Mississippi,  in  IfiOO.  She  was  a South  Caro- 
lina lady,  and  she  and  her  husband  w^ere 
the  jiarents  of  Annie,  of  Young  county, 
Texas,  wife  of  A.  I..  Beardoii;  Rilla,  wife  of 
James  Moore,  of  Indian  Territory;  Zachary 
T.,  of  this  sketch;  William,  of  Plainview, 
Texas;  Onitman,  t)f  Canyon  City,  'I'cxas ; 
Robert,  of  Canyon  City,  Texas;  and  Sal- 
lic,  wife  of  D.  E.  Broilcs,  of  Canyon  City, 
Texas. 

Z.  T.  Robinson  was  reared  a farnier’.s  son 
and  obtained  his  limited  education  from  the 
Mississippi  country  school.  He  served  the  last 
year  of  the  w'ar  in  Capt.  Nelson's  company 
of  the  Home  Guard  ami  did  little  other  than 
guard  duty  while  in  the  field.  His  command 
disbanded  and  he  toc'k  the  oath  of  allegiance 
at  luka,  Mississippi,  and  returned  to  his  home 
in  Prentiss  county.  Addle  at  home  he  learned 
the  gin  business  in  ojicrating  an  old  mule  gin 
then  typical  of  the  advanced  notions  of  gin 
machinery,  and  soon  after  his  marriage  he  came 
into  possession  of  a plant  and  ran  it  in  connec- 
tion Vi  ith  his  farming  for  some  time.  He  was 
married  March  3,  1800,  and  prior  to  their  em- 
barkation for  I'exas  he  and  his  wife  accumulat- 
ed some  per.'.oual  property.  He  made  sale  of 
his  effects  when  lie  left  Mississippi  for  Texas, 
took  notes  for  much  of  his  stuff  and  lost  the 
uc>tes  afterward  and  wa.s  unable  to  collect  much 
that  was  due.  dhis  misfortune  overtook  him 
at  a time  when  he  could  ill  afford  it  and  it 
brought  about  many  of  the  hardships  he  and 
Ids  family  endured. 

For  his  life  cempanion  Mr.  Robin.son  chose 
Su.san  Pitts,  a daughter  of  Benjamin  Pitts. 
Mr.  Pitts  was  a Virginian  and  married  a .South 
Carolina  lady,  Sallie  Hagci.  Mrs.  Robinson 
was  one  of  seven  children  in  her  father’s  fami- 
ly and  was  horn  in  1844.  Mr.  and  IMrs.  Robin- 
.son’s  children  are:  Richard,  who  married  Mat- 
tie  Motley,  resides  in  Wise  county;  Jacob, 
an  employe  of  the  Western  Union  Telegraph 
Coni[)any;  Reuben.  _vet  with  the  parental 
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household  ; .Sanntel  married  Sallic  Pitts  and  re- 
sides near  the  old  home;  Fannie,  wife  of  Wil- 
liam I'itts,  of  Wise  county;  Emma, . who'  is 
Mrs.  Thomas  Stnilh,  of  Wise  county;  Jack 
married  E.ssie  Jordan,  and  Marcn.s  married  Eva 
Bosolomew  and  both  are  near  the  old  home ; 
Sula,  Anna  and  Lela  complete  the  family  and 
are  all  with  the  old  home. 

While  the  Robinson  political  history  of  the 
early  time  was  Democratic  and  party  lines 
seem  to  have  been  held  to -closely,  Z.  T. -Rob- 
inson has  frequently  departed  from  the,  faith 
and  has  acted  as  a free  lance  in  political  af- 
fairs. He  voted  for  Horace  Greeley  in  1873 
and  for  Ha3'cs  in  1.87G.  In  1883,  he  voted  for 
Harrison,  and  Mr.  AIcKinley  won  his  support 
in  1896  and  1900.  and  in  1901  the  strenuous, 
typical  American,  Theodore  Roosevelt,  com- 
manded his  vote. 

ALEXANDER  W.  SAMPLES.  Immiin,^  and 
stock  rai.sing  have  been  tlie  great  source.s  of  rev- 
enue in  Texa.s,  and  Mr.  Samples,  of  this  review, 
is  devoting  his  energies  to  those  pursuits,  his 
home  being  in  Montague  county.  Almost  every 
state  in  the  Union  has  furnished  its  representa- 
tives to  Texas,  and  among  diose  who  have  come 
from  Louisiana  our  subject  is  numbered,  for  his 
birth  occurred  near  Man,>field,  that  state,  Sep- 
tember 6.  t86t.  His  parents,  Jo.seph  and  Sarah  E. 
(Cox)  .Samples,  were  also  natives  of  Umisiana, 
where  they  were  married  and  began  farming,  the 
father  being  thus  engaged  until  the  Civil  war 
broke  out,  when  he  donned  the  gret'  uniform  and 
espoused  the  cau.se  of  ilie  Coniedcraev.  After 
a sliQrt  time  spent  at  the  front,  however,  he  be- 
came ill  with  fever,  returned  home  and  died  in 
1862.  His  wife  survived  him  and  carefullj' 
reared  their  family,  doing  tl:e  be.st  possible  for 
her  children.  About  T865  or  i86<t  she  removed 
with  them  to  Texas,  locating  first  on  tlie  Allen 
McGrady  fann  on  Clear  Lake,  f\lr.  McCrady  be- 
ing her  brother-in-law.  This  farm  she  cultivated 
on  shares  for  a number  of  v'ears  but  the  ho.stili- 
ties  of  the  Indians  caused  her  to  remove  to 
F'annin  county,  where  she  spent  six  years.  She 
then  returned  to  the  McGrady  farm,  where  she 
lived  for  three  years  and  next  settled  on  schcx)l 
land  in  Calhoun  county.  There  she  made  im- 
provements and  when  the  land  came  into  market 
bought  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres,  from  which 
she  developed  a gorxl  property,  spending  her  re- 
maining clays  there.  .She  died  at  the  old  home- 
stead, and  thus  passed  away  one  of  tlie  noble 
pioneer  women  of  Texas.  She  had  done  a 
mother’s  full  part  for  her  children,  counting  no 


persona]  .sacrifice  too  great  if  it  would  enhance 
the  welfare  or  promote  the  happiness  of  her  sons 
and  daughters.  She  lield  membersliip  in  the 
L Iiristian  church  and  her  religious  faith  perme- 
ated her  entire  life.  By  her  first  marriage  she 
had  five  children;  fvhincy,  the  wife  of  R.  Green; 
Joe,  who  now  owns  and  operates  tlie  old  home- 
stead; William,  of  die  Indian  I'crritory ; .Aman- 
da, die  wife  of  J,  Paiicrson ; and  .iMe.xander  W. 
Seven  years  after  die  death  of  lier  husband,  ilrs. 
•Samples  married  Samuel  IMean.s,  a farmer  and 
veteran  of  the  war  of  t8i2.  He  lived  onii-  a 
short  time,  however,  and  passed  awai'  in  Louis- 
iana. After  his  death  tlie  two  chiliren,  twin.s, 
of  that  marriage  were  born,  tliese  being  Rich 
ami  Elizalieth,  the  latter  now  ilic  wife  of  Ster- 
ling Grant. 

Alexander  W . Samples  lias  no  remembrance  of 
liis  father,  whose  death  occurred  in  his  early 
bovliood.  The  iricmory  of  his  motlicr,  however, 
is  enshrined  in  hi.s  heart,  for  to  her  he  owes 
much.  He  acctmipanied  her  to  Te.xas  and  on 
licr  rcmoNals  in  this  state,  being  reared  to  man- 
hood in  Montague  county.  He  assisted  her  until 
he  had  attained  his  majority  and  was  then  mar- 
ried in  1881  to  Miss  Sarah  J.  Darnell,  who  was 
born  at  tlie  heail  of  Ellam  river  in  Moiuagne 
county  in  1864,  her  parent.s  being  J.  and  Eliza 
(hlcGradyj  Darnell,  the  former  a native  of  Ten- 
nessee and  the  latter  of  Georgia.  They  were 
married  in  Georgia  and  came  to  Texas  in  the 
latter  part  of  the  ’50s,  living  for  a few  years 
in  Grayson  county,  after  wliich  tliC}’  settled  on 
Clear  Creek  in  Montague  county,  remaining 
there  for  several  years.  On  account  of  Indian 
depredatioiKs  and  ravages,  however,  tliey  made 
several  moves,  but  eventually  returned  to  the 
laml  which  i\]r.  Darnell  had  purchased  on  Clear 
Creek,  making  his  home  thereon  until  the  time 
of  his  death.  He  was  drowned  in  the  Red  river 
in  1877,  and  his  loss  wa.s  deeply  deplored  bv  the 
many  who  knew  him.  He  w-as  a typical  pioneer 
settler,  bearing  the  hardships  and  difficulties  of 
frontier  life  and  aiding  in  reclaiming  this  region 
for  the  purposes  of  civilization.  On  several  dif- 
ferent occasions  he  k>st  stock  through  Indian 
tliefts.  He  belonged  to  the  Christian  church  and 
was  a man  of  high  moral  character.  His  wife, 
wlio  died  in  1S70,  liehniged  to  the  Zvlis.sionarv 
Bapti,st  church.  Their  children  were : Silas,  Rob- 
ert. Sarali,  Isabelle,  Mrs.  Margaret  DeNoian. 
Charles  and  Joe. 

At  the  time  of  his  marriage,  Mr.  Samples  be- 
gan the  operation  of  a rented  fann  on  Clear 
Creek  and  thus  carried  on  agricultural  pursuits 
for  twenty  years,  when  in  iptu  he  bought  where 
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he  ui'W  resides,  hccoming  o«'ner  of  two  Imndred 
and  sixteen  acres  of  land  that  was  a part  of  the 
S.  J.  Spear  estate.  Some  of  the  land  wa.s  cul- 
tivated but  there  were  no  building's  upon  the 
place  and  he  has  since  erected  an  attractive  and 
modern  residence  and  provided  ample  shelter  tor 
grain  and  stock  in  substantial  barns  and  outbuild- 
itigs.  He  has  also  planted  an  orchard  and  the 
\ ear  following  his  first  purchase  he  bought  one 
hundred  and  four  acres  of  land.  He  now  has 
about  eighty  acres  under  a high  .state  of  cultiva- 
tion and  is  successfully  engaged  in  general  farm- 
ing. la  all  of  his  work  he  i.s  practical,  following 
methods  that  promise  the  best  results  and 
throtigli  induslr}'  and  perseverance  winning  a 
gratif\  ing  measure  of  success. 

The  home  of  Mr.  and  Jlrs.  Samples  was 
blessed  with  eight  children;  Joe,  who  wa.s  born 
January  2<),  1XS3,  and  now  follows  farming; 
.Sarah  M.,  who  was  born  November  27,  1884, 
and  is  the  wife  of  Sam  Greenroya;  Ollie.  born 
June  5.  18)0 : Devie  L..  born  March  5,  t8f>3 ; 
Delia,  August  17,  i8>5;  Jane,  April  8,  i8()8; 
Ruby.  Angu.st  2C).  i(/>i  : and  Robert.  October  28, 
1903. 

Itir.  Samples  holds  memhership  with  the 
Woodmen  of  the  \\  orld,  and  in  politics  is  a Dem- 
ocrat. He  has  a fine  farm  that  is  the  visible 
evidence  of  bis  life  of  tlirift  and  enterprise  and 
his  property  is  thoroughly  modem  in  all  of  its 
improvements.  He  has  phone  connection  with 
the  surrounding  business  centers  and  everything 
about  the  place  itidicates  his  progressive  spirit 
and  sticcessful  accomplishment. 

HON.  A.  B.  VANTIS,  judge  of  the  county 
court  of  Nolan  county,  was  born  in  Spencer 
contity,  Kentucky,  June  17,  1859.  His  father, 
J.  C.  Yantis.  was  also  born  in  the  Blue  Grass 
stale.  The  family  is  of  German  lineage  and  was 
founded  in  America  by  three  hrotlicrs  who 
crossed  tile  Atlantic  w hen  this  country  was  still 
numbered  among  the  colonial  possessions  of 
Great  Bi'italn  and  jiyined  tlie  Revolutionists  in 
the  struggle  for  independence.  The  name  was 
originally  Yandes  and  in  Aiiglodzing  it  the  pres- 
ent form  of  Yantis  was  adopted.  In  the  ma- 
ternal line  the  grandfadier  of  Mr.s.  Yantis, 
mother  of  nur  subject,  was  stolen  by  Indians 
when  a liabe  and  w;is  reared  by  them  in  Ken- 
tucky. His  name  was  Hill  and  many  of  his 
descendants  are  .still  residents  of  that  state. 

J.  C.  Yantis  re.^ided  in  Kentucky  until  1865 
and  remove']  to  Illinois  just  prior  to  the  death 
of  Abraham  Lincoln,  settling  at  Salem,  Marion 
county.  lie  resideil  in  that  state  until  1880, 


wlien  he  came  to  Texas  and  located  first  in  Col- 
lin county  near  the  town  of  McKinney.  A year 
later  he  removed  to  Fisher  county,  where  he 
died  in  i8«y4.  His  widow,  ilrs.  Martha  (Hill) 
Yantis.  is  still  living  in  Fisher  county  upon  the 
fann  which  was  dev  eloped  by  her  husband  when 
the  family  located  there.  They  had  six  children, 
of  whom  five  are  now  living,  all  .sons. 

.\aron  Yantis  on  attending  college  was  dubbed 
by  his  college  chums  .Varon  Burr  Yantis,  and 
llie  name  clung  tcj  him  so  closely  afterwards  that 
lie  has  adopted  it.  He  was  reared  in  the  state 
of  Illinois  and  his  early  education  was  acquired 
in  the  public  schools,  after  which  he  pursued 
a four  years'  course  in  Westminster  College  at 
Fulton,  IMissonri.  He  was  graduated  from  the 
law-  department  of  Washington  University  at  St. 
Louis,  Missouri,  in  1892,  and  the  following  year 
came  to  Texas.  In  1894  he  entered  upon  the 
active  practice  of  law  in  Roby%  Fisher  county, 
where  he  remained  until  the  spring  of  1899,  when 
he  removed  to  Waco,  Texas,  where  he  resided 
until  1902.  In  that  year  he  came  to  Sweetwater, 
where  he  lias  since  remained.  He  w'as  elected 
county  attorney  of  Fislier  county  in  the  fall  of 
1894  and  served  practical!}'  three  terms  at  dif- 
ferent interv'als.  In  tlie  fall  of  1904  he  was 
elected  county  judge  of  Nolan  county,  which  po- 
sition he  now  fills.  .According  to  the  laws  of  the 
state  b\'  rea.son  of  his  office  as  county  judge  he  is 
also  ex-officio  county  superintendent  of  public  in- 
struction, which  line  of  duty  occupies  a consid- 
erable portion  of  his  time. 

Judge  Yantis  was  married  on  the  2nd  of  Janu- 
ary, i9(X),  to  Aliss  Maria  Clardy,  a native  of 
Alissouri  and  a daughter  of  J.  E.  Qardy.  Fra- 
ternally the  judge  is  connected  with  the  Odd  Fel- 
lows and  the  Knights  of  Pythias,  belonging  to 
the  fomicr  Ixige  at  Sweetwater  and  the  latter 
at  Fulton.  Mis.souri. 

While  living  in  Illinois  he  had  engaged  in 
teaching  school  and  has  followed  tlie  profession 
at  intervals  for  about  twelve  years.  Even  be- 
fore taking  up  his  abode  permanently  in  Texas 
he  made  visits  to  this  state  and  taught  here 
through  the  winter  months,  returning  north 
again  in  the  summer,  but  being  pleased  with  the 
country  and  enjoying  better  healtli  here  he  finally 
determined  to  make  the  state  his  home  and  as 
before  stated  arrived  iu  August,  1893.  to  identify 
his  interests  with  those  of  Te.xas.  Although  not 
long  a resident  of  this  part  of  the  country,  he  is 
nevertheless  recognized  as  one  of  its  valued  citi- 
zens and  a man  of  many  sterling  qualitie.s.  He  is 
well  versed  in  law  and  as  presiding  judge  over 
the  count}'  court  renders  fair  and  impartial  de- 
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cisions  which  have  won  him  the  favorable  regard 
of  the  bar  and  the  trust  of  the  general  public. 
His  long  identification  with  educational  mterests 
eminently  qualifies  him  for  the  position  of  county 
superintendent  and  he  has  instituted  new  meth- 
ods that  are  working  for  the  general  good  along 
the  line  of  intellectual  development. 

J UDGE  DUNCAN  G.  SMITH.  A man  who 
has  made  for  himself  a place  in  connection  vvith 
the  activities  and  honors  of  life,  who  has  -suc- 
cessfully surmounted  obstacles  and  who  _ has 
gained  recognition  for  intrinsic  worth  of  char- 
acter is  Duncan  G.  Smith,  a leading  lavvt'er  of 
Quanah,  He  was  torn  in  Covington  county, 
Mississippi,  in  1849,  his  parnts  being  W.  G.  VV. 
and  Elizabeth  Jane  ( Graves ) Smith,  natives  re- 
spectiveD  of  South  Carolina  and  Georgia.  The 
father,  who  was  a planter  by  occupation,  removed 
from  Covington  to  Lawrence  county,  Mississippi, 
where  his  death  occurred  in  1889,  when  he  had 
reached  the  eightieth  mile.stone  on  the  journey  of 
life,  and  there  the  mother  still  makes  her  home, 
near  Monticello. 

In  1867  Duncan  G.  Smith  left  his  parents’ 
home  and  came  to  Texas  with  the  idea  of  be- 
coming a cowboy,  and  for  two  years  w-as  a cow 
puncher  in  the  Lampa.sas  country.  Those  were 
the  pioneer  da}’s  in  that  section  of  tlie  state,  atid 
in  addition  to  the  bad  characters  which  infested 
tile  country.  Indian  raids  w'ere  an  almost  regular 
occurrence  in  every  light  of  the  moon.  Mr. 
Smith  continued  his  education  in  tltis  state  by  at- 
tendance at  the  public  schools  of  Georgetown, 
there  also  receiving  his  legal  training,  and  w^as 
admitted  to  the  bar  at  lielton  on  the  8th  of 
October,  1872,  and  from  that  time  until  Septem- 
ber, 1874,  was  employed  in  tlie  office  of  the 
county  and  district  clerk  at  Georgetown.  In  Jan- 
uary, 1875,  he  opened  a law  office  in  that  cit}% 
there  practicing  until  the  latter  part  of  1884, 
when  he  came  to  northw'estern  Te.xas,  and  Jan- 
uar}-  I,  1885,  took  up  his  abode  in  Hardeman 
county.  .At  that  time  Margaret  was  its  county 
scat,  it  then  including  what  is  now  Foard  county, 
and  at  the  time  of  his  arrival  there  were  not 
over  seventy-five  voters  within  its  borders.  The 
county  had  been  organized  December  31,  1884. 
The  city  of  Margaret  was  located  on  Pease  river, 
about  nine  miles  south  of  Medicine  Mounds,  and 
there  Mr.  Jones  continued  in  tlie  practice  of  his 
profession  until  January  i,  1890,  when  he  re- 
moved to  the  newdy  appointed  county  seat  of 
Quanah.  Here  he  is  known  as  a lawyer  of  pro- 
found erudition  and  practical  ability,  and  for 
tw^elve  years  has  been  the  local  attorney  for  the 
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Fort  \\'orth  & Denver  Railroad  Company.  He 
was  also  a member  of  the  board  of  directors  of 
the  Oklahoma  City  Texas  Railroad  Company, 
which  was  liuilt  from  Quanah  to  the  Red  River 
and  which  is  now  a |)art  of  the  Frisco  system,  also 
prepared  the  original  papers  for  the  O.,  C.  & T. 
Railroad  Company  and  was  tlicir  general  attorney 
during  the  life  of  the  corporation.  He  has  on 
a number  of  occasions  acted  ns  special  judge  both 
in  the  county  and  district  courts.  Judge  Smith 
has  always  been  interested  in  the  development  of 
Hardeman  a.mnty  and  vicinity  as  a cotton  and 
agriciihural  country,  oidy  deciding  to  remain  here 
after  detennining  th.at  it  was  such,  and  at  that 
time,  1885,  the  land  office  at  .Austin  was  selling 
state  school  lands  in  lots  of  front  rme  to  seven 
.sections,  and  in  July  of  that  year  be  appeared  be- 
fore the  land  board  and  gave  them  a description 
of  these  lands  in  northwestern  Texas,  filing  a 
written  protest  against  further  .selling  except  to 
actual  settlers  and  their  purchases  limited  to  one 
section  each.  His  sugge.sliun  prevailed,  the  land 
office  acting  accordingly^  until  the  act  of  1895 
changed  the  laws  so  tliat  one  person  could  pur- 
chase as  high  as  four  sections  of  school  land.  In 
1890  the  Judge  erected  the  tw'o-story  brick  and 
stone  business  building  in  which  his  office  is  now 
located,  on  the  second  floor,  and  in  a general  way 
has  been  prominent  in  the  upbuilding  of  Quanah. 
He  organized  and  is  the  manager  of  the  Quanah 
& Mangum  Telephone  Companyc  which  owns  and 
operates  telephone  lines  from  Quanali  to  Man- 
gum,  Eldorado,  Kelly,  Hollis  and  other  points 
in  Oklahoma. 

In  Georgetown  Judge  Smith  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Miss  Kate  L.  Miller,  and  they  have 
four  children — Alinnie  Rufus,  Lola,  Geraldine 
and  Mittie.  He  has  been  an  Odd  Fellow  in  good 
standing  since  1874,  and  has  also  been  a prom- 
inent member  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias.  He 
w’as  the  first  chancellor  commander  of  Central 
Lodge,  No.  54.  K.  P.,  at  Georgetown,  was  for 
five  year.s  a member  of  the  Grand  Tribunal  of 
tliat  order,  consisting  of  three  members,  and  dur- 
ing the  last  years  was  chief  of  the  Tribunal. 

WILLIAM  ROBERT  LAMB.  The  political 
upheaval  which  was  the  natural  sequence  of  the 
birth  of  the  Farmers’  Alliance  and  which  changed 
party  lines  and  opened  the  way  for  many  dissatis- 
fied politicians  to  “flop,”  brought  into  conspicu- 
ous notice  many  men  who  had  liitherto  borne  lit- 
tle part  ill  the  battle  of  politics.  They  were  men 
with  new  and  attractive  ideas  whose  theories  of 
government  carried  conviction  everywvhere  and 
brought  on  the  storm  wdiich  temporarily  side- 
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tracked  one  of  the  doiniiiaiit  pr)liiical  parties  and, 
eveiiiually,  so  divided  the  forces  of  the  other  as 
It;  render  it  useless  as  an  engine  of  successful 
political  Avarfarc  for  a generation  to  come,  'i'he 
force  wliich  caused  such  a di.sturbance  and  which 
S'.'unded  the  death  knell  of  many  of  its  favorite 
principies  tinallv  spent  itself  and  the  counter  wave 
of  the  high- tide  of  its  success  swallowed  up  its 
leaders  and,  as  a weapon  of  political  reform, 
stilled  their  voices  forever. 

It  is  interesting  to  know  .something  of  the 
niakcu])  of  that  great  phalanx  of  leaders  who 
beiicved,  as  honest  men,  tliat  something  was 
wrong  with  our  .sy.ste’m  of  government,  or 
with  the  political  systems  which  admirii.'tered  it. 
Etich  state  had  her  chieftains  in  this  combat,  Illi- 
nois her  Taubencck,  Tennes.^ee  her  I’olk,  Kansas 
lier  Simp.soii  and  Texas  her  Lamb.  Of  the  last- 
named  gentleman,  it  Is  the  province  of  this  ar- 
ticle to  record  a hov  facts  that  posterity  may 
know  .something  of  his  aiicestiw,  himself  and  his 
career. 

\\  illiam  K.  Lamb  was  born  in  McNair  county, 
Tennessee.  October  at.  1&50.  His  fallier,  John 
.Madison  Kiinb,  was  Ixtni  in  Mis.souri,  whither 
his  father.  \\'illiam  Lamb,  settled  from  Indiana. 
The  family  resided  near  .St.  I.onis  and  there 
William  Lamb  died,  leaving  a family  of  six 
daughters  and  a sou.  John  IMadison  Lamb  came 
to  manhood  in  his  native  state  and,  having  located 
in  IMcXair  comity.  Tennes.see,  he  married  there 
Tarmelia  Thoma.son,  a daughter  of  William 
Thoma.son,  a fanner.  In  time  the  father  brought 
his  little  family  to  Loui.siana  and  located  in  Clai- 
hourn  Parish,  where  his  wife  died.  .Mr.  Lamb 
again  married  and  it  is  believed  one  child  was 
horn  of  the  union  hut  as  our  subject  was  sep- 
arated from  hi.'-  father  after  the  death  of  his 
mother,  and  no  corresi)Ondcnce  was  maintained, 
hi.s  infornnition  concerning  the  secon,l  marriage 
and  is.sne  is  uncertain.  In  1866,  Mr.  Tmmb  took 
another  .-tep  wc.stward  and  settled  in  Bowie 
county,  Te.xas,  where.  March  29,  1869,  he  was 
killed  by  a falling  tree. 

The  children  of  James  IMadison  and  Tarmelia 
Lamb  were;  Mb'llis  J.,  of  Denton  county.  Texas; 
William  P.,  our  subject;  \llen  L.,  of  Lamar 
county,  Texas;  Elzy  P.,  of  Miller  county,  -A.r- 
kansas ; George  W.,  of  Hedrick,  Oklahoma; 
Tl'iOrnas  J , of  IMillcr  county,  Arkaiisiis,  and 
Mary  i\L,  w idow  of  a Mr.  Gates. 

^Yiiliam  R.  Lamb  grew  up  with  just  twenti- 
nve  days’  attendance  i.ipon  a country-  school,  and 
Avith  no  other  school  advantages.  He  was  bound 
for  eighteen  months  to  Thomas  Daniel  when  his 
father  moved  to  Arkansas,  and  after  this  con- 


tract was  completed  he  Avorked  for  his  master's 
fatlier  and  for  William  Armour  whose  Icindness 
to  him  Avas  parental.-  lie  remained  in  Qaiboum 
Parisli  Linti]  1S69,  when  he  came  out  to  Graj  son 
count}-,  Texas,  and  secured  employment  at  Col- 
linsA-ille  as  a stationarj'  engineer.  In  1871,  he 
located  in  Denton  count}-  and  trusted  in  his 
strong  and  willing  arm  for  his  support.  The 
fanners  of  that  early  dav  were  suspicious  of 
strangers  and  he  applied  several  places  before 
be  was  accepted  and  giA-en  a job  of  making  rails. 
JerMia  .Stallings  extended  the  first  confidence  that 
came  to  him  and  had  they  not  both  hailed  from 
nearby  pari.shes  he  might  ahso  haA'e  turned  him 
down.  As  a rail-splitter  he  was  equal  to  the 
famoLi.s  president  and  his  first  few  days’  work  at- 
tracted the  attention  of  a man  to  Avhom  he  had 
ajAplied  for  work  without  success,  and  it  securai 
him  a year's  contract  at  $160.00,  board,  washing 
and  mending,  as  ivas  the  cu.stom  of  that  day.  He 
was  a liired  man  until  1873  ''’hen  he  m.arried, 
rented  land,  and,  with  his  lim.ited  means  and 
humble  circumstances.  Avent  to  fanning.  He 
trudged  along  in  Denton  from  A ear  to  year  and 
the  up-hill  climb  A\a.<  sIoav  hut  sure.  .\s  soon 
a.s  it  Ava.s  alisolutely  safe  to  come  to  iMontague 
county  he  took  a pre-emption,  in  Jul}',  1876,  ad- 
joining the  block  of  land  u]>on  Avhich  BoAvie  was 
subseqneiitl}  laid  out,  built  a log  c.aliin  upon  it, 
in  time.  an<l,  in  188.3.  brought  out  his  family 
and  counted  lUontague  county  his  permanent 
home.  Here  he  has  deA'oteil  himself  to  practical 
farming,  and,  nc;tAvithstanding  he  has  made  sca'- 
cral  sales  of  land,  on  account  of  the  encroachment 
of  the  town,  ant!  a purcha-^e  or  two,  he  still  OA\ms 
sixty  acres  of  land  against  tlie  tOAvnsite  of  the 
metropojis  of  IMontague  coiintyu 

Early  in  the  hi.story  .of  Bow  ie  he  bought  a 
third  interest  in  a cotton  gin  with  Stallings  and 
Young  and,  in  turn,  bought  out  hi.s  partners, 
ecjuipped  a gin  at  .Salona  with  its  old  m.achinery, 
and  replaccii  it  witli  ncAv  and  modem  in  the 
Bowie  plant.  In  1889.  he  .sold  a iialf  interest  in 
the  Bowie  gin  to  Ilulme,  and,  in  1891,  disposed 
of  the  remainder  and  also  tlie  Salona  gin.  In 
189,8,  he  built  a iicaa  gin  in  Bowie  at  a cost 
of  $5,000.00.  wliich  burned,  AA'ith  little  insurance, 
after  t\A-c  year,s  of  sei-v'ice.  He  gained  his  ex- 
perience with  machiner}'  in  the  mill  and  gin 
busine.ss  in  Denton  county  prior  to  his  advent  to 
iMontague  and  after  he  had  come  hither  he  put 
in  a small  gin  in  diat  count}-. 

October  12.  1873,  he  married  a niece  of  the  old 
fanner  aaIio  gaA’e  him  his  first  yearly  contract, 
Miss  Dm.silla  E.  Wilson,  a daughter  of  Alfred 
Wilson  from  Jack.son  P.arish,  Louisiana,  AA'here 
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his  wife  was  born  in  1854-  died  March  12, 

1891,  after  she  had  helped  her  husband  make 
their  comfortable  home  and  rear  their  cliildren, 
leaHng:  I\Irs,  Louisa  A.  Sloat,  of  Russellville, 
Arkansas ; i\Irs.  ^vlartha  J.  Davis,  of  Fort  Smith, 
Arkansas;  John  M.,  of  Fort  Worth,  Texas;  and 
Mrs.  Ella  M.  Evans,  of  tlie  same  point,  and 
Luther  T.,  of  Fort  Smith,  Arkansas.  April  24, 

1892,  iMr.  Lamb  married  IMrs.  Elizabeth  IMaiy 
Greenwood  i*eppere11,  a daughter  of  J.  Curtis 
Filler,  of  English  hirtli. 

In  1888,  Mr.  Lamb  v\  as  forcibly  drawn  into  a 
business  venture  which  prepared  him  for  the  fif.st 
step  in  his  political  career  later  on.  lie  had 
advanced  money  for  the  founding  of  a newspa- 
per' tlie  “Labor  Sunbeam,”  which,  under  its 
founder,  proved  a losing  investment,  and  in  or- 
der to  protect  his  interests  Mr.  L;imb  assiuned 
the  ownership  and  control  of  the  paper.  He  had 
departed  from  the  Democratic  party  some  time 
before  and  was  a champion  of  union  labor  and  as 
the  movement  tvas  now  inaugurated  wdiich  led 
to  the  formation  of  a new  political  party  with 
tlie  co;tlition  of  tlie  labor  cla.sses,  it  gave  him  an 
opportunity,  through  the  column  of  tlie  ‘’Labor 
Sunbeam'’  to  enter  a wedge  here  and  tliere  to- 
ward the  splitting  of  the  old  parties  and  die  so- 
lidifying the  forces  of  the  new.  In  1893,  he 
abandoned  the  editor’s  chair  and  gave  himself 
over  to  tlie  active  field  work  of  promoting  the 
Farmers'  Alliance  and  to  the  organization  of  the 
political  party  which  it  spawned. 

In  1888,  he  was  a delegate  to  the  National 
Union  Lalior  Convention  at  Cincinnati,  Ohio, 
which  nominated  A.  J.  Streeter  for  president. 
In  1892,  he  was  a delegate  to  the  National  Con- 
vention at  Omaha,  which  named  J.  B.  Weaver  for 
president;  in  1896,  was  a member  of  the  Na- 
tional convention  of  the  People’s  party,  in  St. 
I.>juis,  which  nominated  Wauson  for  vice  pre.si- 
dent  before  it  took  up  Bryan  for  the  presidency 
and  was  one  of  the  103  delegates  in  the  conven- 
tion opposed  to  a fusion  of  the  parties.  He  sup- 
ported Bryan  twice  for  president,  but  in  1904 
gave  Watson  his  aid.  lie  was  active  in  the  or- 
ganization of  the  People’s  party  in  Cincinnati, 
was  made  a member  of  the  national  committee 
from.  Texas  and  vfas  chosen  chairman  of  the 
People’s  party  committee  in  the  state.  Upon  his 
return  home  he  entered  upon  his  work  actively 
and  was  a potent  factor  in  bringing  the  party 
to  the  stren^h  it  attained  wlien  Nugent  was  a 
candidate  for  Governor. 

His  work  for  the  State'  Alliance  was  as  im- 
portant to  the  bund  as  his  work  in  politics  was 
to  the  People’s  party-  About  this  time  he  was 


a delegate  to  the  State  Alliance  meeting  and  was 
chosen  State  Lecturer  for  Texas,  having  been 
elected  president  of  the  IMontague  County  Alli- 
ance. whicli  he  served  two  years.  He  attended 
all  the  important  National  Alliance  conventions 
and  helpe.d  formulate  and  adopt  the  tvell-remem- 
bered  “Ctcalia  Demands,’’  at  Cicalla,  Florida. 

As.  a citizen  ami  as  editor  of  the  “Labor  Sun- 
beam” he  vvas  always  thoughtful  of  the  inter- 
ests of  his  county  and  his  town  and  on  his  fre- 
quent trips  over  the  continent  made  it  i!l.s  busi- 
ness to  scatter  the  news  about  Bowie  all  along 
his  route.  He  was  chosen  Commi.s.sioner  of  his 
county  to  the  Spring  Palace  at  Fort  Worth,  and 
carried  an  exhibit  of  fruit  from  here  vvhich  at- 
tracted much  notice  and  attention  hither  as  an 
adaptable  fruit  region. 

JOHN  GLASGOW.  The  late  subject  of 
this  memoir  was  for  a time  in  active  business 
in  Charlie,  Clay  county,  where  his  settlement 
was  made  upon  his  advent  to  the  county  in  Sep- 
tember, 1893.  Tie  was  a gentleman  of  means 
whose  early  life  had  been  passed  upon  the  fron- 
tier among  the  rough  and  uncouth  though  hon- 
est miners  of  the  Rockies  and  following  a 
streak  of  good  fortune  as  a prospector  he  dis- 
posed of  his  r’aluable  mines  and  decided  to  pass 
his  remaining  years  in  a less  wild  and  romantic 
and  more  civilized  community. 

Mr.  Glasgow  was  born  near  Wheeling,  West 
Virginia,  on  the  Ohio  river,  August  2,  1833. 
His  parents,  IVilliam  and  Isabel  Glasgow,  had 
three  other  sons,  James,  Robert  and  Henry, 
the  latter  of  whom  was  a Colorado  miner  with 
our  subject  a short  time,  and  after  the  war  they 
came  out  to  Macon  county,  Missouri,  where 
their  remaining  years  were  passed.  The  life 
of  John  Glasgow  during  youth  and  early  man- 
hood was  passed  in  the  east  and  it  was  not  until 
tlte  last  year  of  the  Civil  war  that  he  became 
identified  with  the  we.st.  In  1865  he  went  to 
New  Mexico  and  located  at  Georgetown, 
around  which  he  got  his  first  experience  as 
a prospector  and  miner  and  where  he  remained 
about  four  years.  About  18T0  he  went  into  Dol- 
ores county,  Colorado,  was  one  of  the  first  set- 
tlers there  and  among  the  first  to  discover  “pay 
dirt”and  prove  his  locality  to  be  rich  in  mineral. 
He  was  without  means  other  than  his  burro 
and  camp  outfit  and  the  hardships,  priva- 
tions and  hopes  of  the  typical  miner  were  his. 
He  was  often  alone  and  among  bands  of  In- 
dians, but  he  persevered  to  the  end  and  the 
opening  of  “Black  Hawk,”  the  “Yellow  Jacket” 
and  the  “Phoenix”  marked  the  successful  ter- 
mination of  his  career  with  the  pick  and  pan. 
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I'ollowing  the  oiieiiing  of  rich  silver  mines 
the  to\Mi  of  Rico  sprang  into  con.sequence  and 
Joiin  t'ila,'-go\t  was  known  among  its  substan- 
tial citizens.  One  of  the  avenues  of  the  pla;:e 
w as  named  for  him  and  it  was  the  family  regret 
when  with  the  thousands  of  dollars  for  which 
he  sold  his  interests  there  he  catne  south  to 
a new  country  ami  began  a new  busine.s.s  in  life. 
The  store  he  opened  in  Charlie  was  one  of  the 
best  stocks  ever  carried  there  and  he  erected 
a new  building  in  which  it  was  houseil.  He 
conducted  liis  e.stablishnient  some  fi\e  tears 
and  afterward  occupied  himself  with  his  land 
intcrc.sts  near  by.  lie  was  a man  with  a large 
heart  and  good  intentions  but  was  a victim  of 
a habit  acquired  among  his  comrades  in  the 
mines  and  him.self  was  the  worst  enemy  he  had. 
He  died  January  -sO,  1901,  at  Charlie,  and  soon 
thereafter  his  family  liecame  residents  of  Hen- 
rietta. 

Air.  < ilasgovv  was  twice  married,  and  by  hi.s 
first  wife  left  a son  William,  of  Fort  Worth, 
Te.xas.  liilc  on  a visit  east  he  met  Ella 
Aloore  and  February  T,  1.S83,  thet^  were  married 
at  Bellaire,  Ohio.  Airs.  Cda.sgow  is  a daughter 
of  [onathan  .-md  Aliranda  (Street)  Aloore,  the 
father  of  West  A'irginia  birth  and  the  mother 
of  Alnskingum  countyq  Ohio.  The  mother  died 
Dceonihcr  13,  1878,  and  the  father  then  married 
Ella  Dunlap  and  is  now  a resident  of  Urbana, 
Ohio.  The  Aloore  children  were:  John,  of 

Newcastle,  Pennsyhania ; Ella,  born  January 
1,  1802;  Henry,  who  died  leaving  a family  at 
Newcastle,  Pennsylvania;  Mary,  wife  of  Hill 
Floersch,  of  New  York  City;  Harriet,  now  Airs. 
John  N.  Reid,  of  Rico,  Colorado;  and  George 
E.,  of  Rico,  who  married  Josie  Kostor. 

•Mrs.  Glasgow’s  family  iuiml)ers  the  follow- 
ing children;  Jonathan,  horn  in  1S84;  Alainie 
E.,  born  Decemher  23,  18S6;  Isabel,  born  April 
27.  1889;  Alabcl,  born  January  IS,  1892,  in  At- 
lanta. Georgia,  and  Robert  Lee,  born  at  Charlie, 
Texa.s.  Decemher  21,  1895.  The  education  of 
her  children  has  been  the  subject  upermost  in 
lIk:  mind  of  Airs.  Glasgow  and  the  superior 
adcantages  offered  in  the  Henrietta  public 
school.s  induced  her  to  take  up  Iier  residence 
here.  She  covus  a farm  of  four  hundred  and 
eight  acres  on  the  Big  Wichita  bottom  and 
cuio  of  a quarter  section  Cving  ne.ar  Charlie, 
ie.th  rich  and  pi'oductivc  places  when  the  sea- 
son.s  do  their  best. 

Air.  < dasgow  was  an  old  soldier.  He  enlisted 
ia  the  I'mon  arm\  from  Missouri,  fought  at 
Vicksburg  among  other  engagements  and 
sought  the  west  upon  his  disch.irge  from  serv- 
ice after  the  war. 


WILLIAAI  EUGENE  AIOORE.  As  the  sub- 
ject of  tltis  review  wc  have  a representative  of 
one  of  tlic  pioneer  families  of  Texas  and  a gen- 
tleman whose  interest  and  success  in  agriculture 
in  Young  county  is  inarkcd  and  abundant.  Air. 
Aloore  established  himself  in  the  countv'  in  1885 
and  h:is  resided  in  the  famous  South  Bend  of  the 
Brazos  river  since  1886.  His  first  location  was 
a teniporarv'  one  at  the  mouth  of  Coal  Creek,  but 
die  farm  he  ])urchaserl  there  was  unstated  to  his 
needs  and  he  disposed  of  it  and  bought  the  W. 
J.  Davis  settlement  which  forms  the  nucleus  of 
Ids  present  valuable  estate. 

E.  Aloore  was  born  in  Williamson  county, 
Texas,  October  31,  1855,  a year  subsequent  to 
his  father’s  permanent  settlement  in  die  state. 
His  father.  Lewis  L.  Aloore,  was  a settler  from 
Facette  Court  House.  Alab.-iina,  where  he  grew' 
up  and  was  marrieil,  and  was  a son  of  a South 
Carolina  repre.seritative  of  this  numerous'  famih'. 
Lewis  L.  Aloore  was  his  father’s  youngest  child 
and  was  liorn  in  1824.  W'hen  a young  and 
single  man  he  came  to  Texas  and  serv'ed  some 
three  years  in  a ranging  company  on  the  Rio 
Grande  frontier,  returning  to  Alabama  where  he 
married  Effic  Thornton.  Preparatory  to  coming 
to  Te.xas  to  live  he  made  his  own  w’agon  for  the 
trip,  made  tlie  journey  hitlier  wdtliout  special  in- 
cident and  settled  near  Florence,  Williamson 
county,  where  he  engaged  in  farming  with  mod- 
erate success.  During  the  w'ar  he  served  four 
tears  in  the  Confederate-  army  and  in  all  matters 
he  has  ever  maintained  himself  a patriotic  and 
upright  citizen. 

Lewis  L.  and  Effic  Moore  are  the  parents  of 
nine  children,  as  follows : Alice,  wife  of  R.  E. 
Tribble,  of  Williamson  comity;  William  E.,  of 
this  notice:  John  D.,  of  Knox  county;  Jefferson 
and  .^iidie,  deceased ; China,  of  W’illiamson  coun- 
ty; Alorlon.  of  the  home  count}’;  Betty,  wdfe  of 
Cahill  Walker,  and  Afurrai,  who  died  without 
marriage. 

\\  illiam  E.  Aloore  discharged  his  obligation  to 
his  f.ither  at  alxiut  eighteen  years  of  age  and 
then  began  farming  for  himself.  He  is  a product 
of  the  early  country  school  and  from  the  start 
seemed  destined  to  achieve  .substanti.al  and  flat- 
tering results  in  his  cho.<;en  c.alling.  He  and  his 
wife  owneti  a few  ponies  when  they  got  their 
affairs  .shaped  up  to  make  their  start  in  life  and 
w ith  these  the  raising  of  horses  formed  an  im- 
portant feature  of  their  fanning  interests  for 
year;s.  Five  hundred  and  forty-two  acres  com- 
prises their  South  Bend  farm  and  nine  hundred 
and  .sixty  acres  of  land  in  Stephens  county  is 
also  listed  to  Air.  Aloore  for  taxes. 
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February  15,  1877,  Mr.  ^loore  married  Miss 
Ida  Kemp,  a daughter  of  John  Kemp,  who  came 
to  Texas  from  Mississippi,  and  died  in  Milam 
county,  Texas.  The  is.suc  of  Mr.  and  l\Irs. 
Moore  arc;  Minnie  I’.,  John  Wiley,  Rosie  May, 
Jeff  Thornton,  Henry  Hollis,  Eppic  H.,  Martin 
Jewell,'  Sallie  Eunice  and  William  Kemp. 

Mr.  IMoore  has  practiced  intense  industry  and 
has  taught  it  to  his  numerous  and  vigorous  house- 
hold. \A'ork  has  no  terrors  for  the  least  of  his 
family,  on  the  contrary  it  is  loved  for  the  re- 
sults that  it  invariably  bring.s.  While  not  in 
politics  and  taking  no  active  part  in  its  affails, 
Mr.  Aloore  allies  himself  with  Democracy,  and 
in  his  church  relations  he  is  a Missionary  Bap- 
tist. 

B.  L.  MITCHELL,  a veteran  of  John  Mor- 
gan’s famous  command  of  fighters  and  a ])ioncer 
settler  of  Illinois  Bend,  Texas,  has  been  identi- 
fied with  Montague  county  for  more  than  thirty 
years,  having  been  engaged  in  both  farming  and 
merchandising. 

Mr.  Mitcliell  dates  his  birth  in  Union  county, 
Kentucky,  November  11,  1832,  and  was  there 
reared  on  a farm  and  received  a common  .school 
education.  His  parents,  William  B.  and  Anna 
("Bass)  Mitchell,  the  former  a native  of  Ireland 
and  the  latter  of  North  Carolina,  were  married 
in  Kentucky.  Edward  Mitchell,  the  grandfather 
of  our  subject,  was  a weaver  by  trade,  at  which 
he  worked  in  Ireland,  where  he  lived  until  after 
his  wife’s  death.  Then,  with  his  seven  sons,  he 
emigrated  to  America  and  first  located  in  Nortli 
Carolina.  From  tliere  the  sons  scattered  to  dif- 
ferent states,  and  the  fatlrer  and  some  of  the 
toys  moved  to  Kentucky  where  he  remained 
until  his  death,  at  a rijre  old  age.  The  names 
of  two  of  the  sons  are  forgotten,  The  others  are 
Jackson,  William  B.,  Mathew,  Cornelius  and 
Flanagan.  William  B.  was  not  grown  at  the 
time  he  went  to  Kentucky,  and  there  on  a fron- 
tier farm  he  grew  to  manhood.  That  was  in  the 
days  of  Daniel  Boone.  In  1813,  when  the  elder 
Mitchell  was  drafted  into  the  war  and  went  to 
New  Orleans,  William  R.  took  his  father’s  place 
at  home.  Later  he  married  and  ■ engaged  in 
fanning,  and  in  a few  years  became  promi- 
nent both  as  a farmer  and  raiser  of  fine 
horses.  He  was  a broad  minded  man.  kind  and 
generous,  and  was  held  in  high  esteem  by  all  who 
knew  him.  He  died  at  his  Kentucky  home,  and 
his  wife,  who  survived  him  some  years,  died  in 
1889.  She  was  a daughter  of  Jordan  Bass  of 
North  Carolina,  of  Irish  descent,  a wealthy 
planter  and  the  owner  of  many  slaves.  He  died 


in  Kentucky  at  the  advanced  age  of  ninety-one 
yx^ars.  His  children  were:  Jordan,  Jr.,  John  N., 
Mrs.  .Anna  Mitchell,  Airs.  Qiiinna  Cary,  and  Ma- 
tilda. The  children  of  William  B.  and  Anna 
Mitchell  are;  Franklin  I’.,  Whitncll,  Edward,  B. 
L.,  all  fanners;  and  Airs.  Malissa  Austin,  Airs, 
Alarion  Ames,  Airs.  Alilanesa  Stone  and  Airs. 
Eunice  Jones. 

B.  L.  'A'litchell  lemained  under  the  parental 
rexjf  until  lye  was  grown.  Then  he  farmed  on  his 
own  responsibility  in  summer,  and  in  winter  was 
engaged  in  fiat-boating.  In  this  way  he  was 
occu{)ied  up  to  the  outbreak  of  the  war  of  the 
Rebellion.  In  i86t  he  enlisted  as  a member  of 
Buckner’s  command,  the  fortunes  of  which  he 
shared  until  they  were  captured  at  Fort  Donel- 
.son.  The  night  after  the  .surrender.  Air.  Alitchcll 
was  one  of  alxjut  sixty  who,  with  General  F'or- 
rest,  made  their  escaire  by  swimming  the  river 
into  Kentucky.  He  then  went  to  .Sparta,  East 
Tennes.see,  and  joined  John  Alorgan's  b.and  of 
.soldiers,  the  Tenth  Kentucky  Cavalry  ; was  with 
that  noted  fighter  in  his  famous  raids  up  through 
Indiana  and  Ohio ; was  captured,  held  a prisoner 
twenty-two  months  at  Camp  Douglass,  and  was 
then  parolled.  From  A[)pomattox,  where  he  was 
at  the  time  of  Lee’s  surrender,  he  made  his  way 
back  to  his  home  in  Kentuckv.  .At  Nashville  he 
had  some  trouble  w’ith  the  provost  marshal  about 
taking  an  oath,  but  succeeded  in  getting  away 
without  the  oatli  and  never  took  it.  The  history 
of  Alorgan's  raids  and  capture  is  too  well  known 
to  be  given  a place  in  a work  of  this  character. 
Suffice  it  is  say  here  that  Alorgan  had  not  a bet- 
ter or  a braver  .soldier  than  young  Alitchcll,  who 
still  bears  scars  on  his  body  and  carries  bullets 
in  his  flesh  that  he  received  then. 

•After  the  war  Air.  Alitchcll  resumed  fartning  in 
Kentucky',  and  remained  there  until  1873,  when 
he  came  to  Tc.xas  and  pre-empted  160  acres  of 
land,  to  which  he  subsequently  added,  making 
250  acres,  and  devoted  his  attention  t(.>  the  im- 
provement of  the  same.  There  were  some  In- 
dian depredations  here  after  he  came,  l>ut  the 
Red  men  never  gave  him  any  trouble.  He  did 
general  farming,  raised  horses.  c'’ttle  and  hogs, 
and,  while  farming  in  northern  Te\a>  was  then 
an  experiment,  he  was  successful  from  the  start. 
He  .sold  his  farm  and  stock  and  in  18S;  bnught 
the  only  busine.ss  house  in  Illinois  Bend  which 
had  been  run  as  a grocery  and  drug  store.  He 
added  dry  goods  to  the  stock,  making  it  a gen- 
eral store,  and  about  the  same  time  [airchascd 
the  residence  in  which  he  has  since  resided.  .Af- 
ter a few  years  he  built  a larger  .store,  and  con- 
ducted a successful  liusiness  for  twelve  vears. 
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'ince  \Hiich  time  iie  ii;i>  lived  retin’d  freun  ;ictive 
work.  He  has  owned  dillerent  farnrs,  but  ha.s 
sold  all  except  caie.  During  his  more  than  thirty 
}■•.  ar.s  {'f  residence  in  Montague  county  IMr.  IMit- 
cheil  has  r»ot  ordy  been  a witness  to  the  develop- 
nu  iit  that  has  been  carried  forward  here,  but  has 
Ik’Cii  an  active  factor  iu  affairs. 

i\Ir.  Mildidl  married,  iu  Kentucky,  in  186S, 
Mi'S  Sarah  E.  Eads,  who  uas  born  there  in 
'841,  daughter  of  Rob(;rt  Y'.  and  Mar}  .\.  (t.'ole- 
rnan ) Eads.  Her  grandfather,  Barnett  Eadrs, 
went  freun  North  Carolina  with  his  fainih'  at  an 
early  tlav  and  piemecred  in  Kemudey,  eeliere  he 
became  a wcll-kncnvn  and  higlily  respected  citi- 
zen.  His  cihlrlren  were  Nancy,  Roliert  Wil- 
liam, Sally  _\.,  Leu  is,  Polly,  John.  Jo.sepl),  Dud- 
ley anel  A.nianda.  Robert  W.  Eads  was  born  in 
Kcrntucky  and  is  still  living  tlien',  at  this  writing 
eight} -nine  years  of  age.  His  wife  die;d  in  1891, 
at  t!u-  age  c-f  seventy- four  years.  .'I'hdr  chil- 
dren are:  Mary,  wife  of  J.  \Villianis ; Sarah  E., 
wife  of  the  subject  of  tliis  ske'tcb  : 2'Irs.  Rebecca 
Baird ; Savanas : Ellington,  who  died  at  the  age 
of  ciglueeii  year.- ; Lue,  wife  of  T.  E.  Richie ; 
Oiarles : Alice,  wife  of  George  Crocket.  Mr. 
and  .Mrs,  hlitcheil  Iiave  no  children  of  their  own. 
but  have  done  a good  part  by  a number  of  orpljaii 
children.  They  reared  and  educated  John  A. 
Roberts,  uho  now  has  a home  and  family  of  his 
own  and  is  one  of  the  prosperous  fanners  of 
the  county.  Also  they  reared  and  educated  Jane 
RolTiii.',  who  is  now  married  ; and  at  present  tliey 
liavc  with  them  Ali.ss  Bessie  Moore.  Airs.  Alit- 
cbell’s  parenU  were  AIis.->ionary  Bapti:sts,  and 
both  she  and  Air.  Aliichell  belong  to  that  church. 

THOM.VS  PETER  HAMILTON.  A sin- 
gle force  111  the  material  improvement  of  Wise 
count}'  and  one  tiiat  has  been  at  work  for  more 
tiian  thirty  years  has  been  directed  by  the 
hand  and  brain  of  T.  P.  Hamilton,  wd'iose  name 
initiates  this  biograpliical  review.  While  small 
and  iiisig'nificant  in  itself  it  has,  in  combination 
witii  myriads  of  others,  worked  wondrous 
changes  in  the  county's  landscape  and  has 
brought  it  well  toward  a high  social  and  agri- 
cultural .stage. 

Aloiitgomery  count}',  IMississippi,  gave  birth 
to  T.  P.  Hamilton  on  the  20th  of  January,  1841, 
a!id  he  grew  up  there  on  a farm.  His  father, 
John  Hamilton,  'went  into  that  county  early 
froi'ti  fii'ccne  county,  .Alaliaina,  where,  in  1815. 
his  birth  occurred.  Peter  Hamilton,  grand- 
father Cif  our  subject,  was  a native  Tenncs.scean 
and  a farmer,  founded  the  family  in  Alabama 
and  'ivas  there  snurdered  by  one  of  his  negro 


servants,  July  4,  1349.  lie  wa.s  twice  married, 
first  to  Aliss  Thornton,  who  bore  him  Peter, 
\\  illiam,  Ebe,  John,  James,  Thomas,  and  a 
daughter,  Alary,  who  married  Air.  Leather- 
wood.  No  issue  resulted  from  his  second  mar- 
riage. That  he  'W'as  a man  of  property'  and 
standing  is  evidenced  by  his  ownership  of 
slaves  and  it  seei'iis  that  he  provided  liberal  edu- 
cation to  at  least  some  of  his  children. 

When  John  Hamilton  reached  mature  years 
he  began  life  as  a teacher  in  the  country' 
schools.  He  had  learned  farming  under  the 
regime  of  his  father  but  taught  school  him- 
.self  until  after  his  marriage.  Ilis  wife  was 
Rachel  Crenshaw,  and  he  moved  into  Mississip- 
pi about  1815,  W'here  he  passed  away  in  1350. 
Of  his  two  sons,  Peter  alone  survives;  his 
brother  John  died  from  overheat  during  a fight 
where  his  horse  was  shot  from  under  him.  Ilis 
widow  married  John  Adkison  and  to  them  three 
children  W'ere  born,  namely:  Nancy,  W'ife  of 

T.ewis  Cook,  of  Travis,  Texas;  Paul,  of  M'ise 
county,  and  Xinch,  of  Oklahoma. 

'I'.  P.  Hamilton  made  his  home  with  bis 
mother  until  after  the  war.  The  rural  schools 
gave  him  hi.s  smattering  of  an  education,  and 
in  1803  he  entered  the  Confederate  service  as 
a member  of  Company'  G,  Fifth  Mississippi 
Cavalry,  Col.  George,  afterward  United  States 
senator  from  that  state.  His  regiment  was  a 
part  of  Forrest’s  command,  Tennessee  Army', 
hut  he  was  on  detached  service  much  of  the 
time.  He  belonged  to  a detail  to  conscript 
men  and  to  catch  deserters  and  thus  missed 
many'  engagements  in  which  his  regiment  took 
part.  However,  he  was  under  fire  in  the  small 
engagements  at  Oxford  and  Abbeville,  Alissis- 
sippi.  In  January',  1805,  he  was  sent  home  and 
cn  route  was  picked  up  by  Grierson’s  cavalry 
and  paroled  and  before  he  could  again  qualify 
to  enter  the  service  the  war  closed. 

He  remained  temporarily'  at  home  after  the 
war  and  the  next  year  after  the  .surrender  he 
wont  ro  Alobile,  Alabama,  and  engaged  in  huck- 
stering and  fishing  and  oyster-dredging  for  a 
time.  He  also  worked  in  saw-inills  and  was 
al)Seiit  from  home  some  three  years.  After 
fanning  a year  at  home  he  spent  two  y'ears 
in  Alonroe  county,  Arkansas,  returned  to  Alis- 
sissippi  for  tvv'o  years  and  then  came  to  Texas. 
He  brought  with  him  to  the  Lone  Star  state 
a wife  and  child  and  money  enoug'h  to  provide 
himself  with  a farm  and  to  .start  him  in  life 
right.  He  located  on  Paradise  Prairie  first, 
but  disposed  of  his  farm  there  in  1S95  and 
bought  the  Couch  homestead  of  eighty  acres 
and  has  added  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres 
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of  the  Hallmark  survey.  Cotton  and  grain 
raising  chiefly  claim  his  attention  and  his  suc- 
ce.ss  has  placed  him  among  the  ■ substantial 
small  fanners  of  the  count}'. 

In  May.  1874,  Mr.  Hamilton  married  Miss 
Kate  Burton,  horn  in  Mississippi  and  died  in 
Wise  .county,  January,  1880.  Two  children 
were  the  result  of  this  union,  namely;  Ldllic, 
wife  of  Marvin  Tunnell,  of  Bowie,  and  Carrie, 
wife  of  W.  M . Edwards,  of  that  city.  In  March, 
1882,  Mr.  Hamilton  married  Mary  J.,  a daugh- 
ter of  A.  N.  Jones,  who  came  to  Texas  from 
Missouri.  Of  the  isstie  of  this  marriage.  Ada 
died  at  eighteen  years;  Ethel  is  yet  at  the  par- 
ental home,  as  are  Medina  and  Ruth. 

In  his  political  affiliations  Mr.  Hamilton  is 
a Democrat  and  in  his  fraternal  connections 
a Master  Mason.  He  believes  in  the  teachings 
of  Holy  Writ  and  holds  a membership  in  the 
Christian  church. 

DR.  JAMES  1'.  ROBERSON,  who  is  en- 
gaged in  the  practice  of  medicine  and  surgerv' 
in  Montague  county,  maintaining  his  office  at 
Hardy,  was  bom  in  .\lal)ama.  May  i,  1S55.  He 
acquired  a common-sclnxil  education  while 
spending  his  Ixn  hood  days  in  his  parents’  home. 
He  is  a son  of  James  T.  and  Cynthia  (White) 
Roberson,  who  svere  liom,  reared  and  married 
in  .\labama.  'I'he  father  was  a merchant  and 
stock  dealer  of  that  state  and  in  iSbo  removed 
to  Texas,  settling  in  Cooke  county,  where  he  es- 
tablishod  a large  ranch.  He  then  engaged  in  the 
stock  bnsiness  and  was  making  .steady  progress 
toward  the  goal  of  prosperity  when  the  Civil 
war  came  on.  During  the  war  he  became  a cap- 
tain of  a militia  company  that  patrolled  the  fron- 
tier and  wa.s  in  many  hotly  conte.=ted  engage- 
ments with  the  Indians,  (hiring  which  service, 
however,  he  never  received  a wound  at  the  hands 
of  the  red  man.  He  was  thus  engaged  in  mili- 
tary duty  until  the  close  of  the  war,  but  during 
tliat  time  the  Indians  burned  all  of  his  property 
and  stole  his  stock,  so  that  his  fortunes  were  so 
sadly  shattered  that  he  abandoned  his  ranch. 
Following  tl.e  close  of  the  Avar  he  engaged  in 
handling  fat  cattle  and  also  opened  a small  store 
in  the  Indian  Nation.  Ills  Last  business  enter- 
prise was  tlie  purchase  of  a large  herd  of  fat 
cattle,  which  he  drov^e  to  Netv  Orleans  market. 
At  Marshall,  Texas,  hoAvet’^er,  he  was  taken  ill 
and  died  very  suddenly.  The  men  he  had  em- 
ploycti  to  assist  him  in  taking  the  cattle  to  Ixau- 
isiar.a  then  run  the  stock  to  Shreveport,  Avhere 
they  sold  out  for  cash  and  were  never  afterward 
heard  from,  so  that  the  family  received  not  a dol- 


lar of  the  money  that  tvas  due  them.  Mr.  Rob- 
erson was  an  energetic  business  man,  also  public- 
spirited,  liroad-itiinded  and  intelligent.  lie  Abated 
witlt  the  DcrnocnacA'  and  AV<Ar..>hipped  with  the 
Baptist  church,  (jf  which  he  wa.s  long  a devoted 
rncml.'er.  His  wife  surA-ived  him  until  1893,  when 
she  was  called  to  her  final  rest,  and  she  did  a 
mother's  full  part  tC'u arc}  her  children,  whom  she 
carefull}  reared,  .She  was  a daughter  of  Am- 
brose \\  bite,  a cal'inet-makcr  of  .\la1)ama,  wlio 
folloAA'C'l  his  trade  for  a number  of  years,  and 
also  engaged  in  farming.  .\t  an  early  day  he 
came  to  Texas,  settling  in  Grayson  county,  where 
he  died  in  1885  at  the  very  advanced  age  of 
ninety-eight  years.  His  children  were;  Mrs. 
Cynthia  Roberson,  B.  Frank,  Nancy,  Sarah, 
Ellen  and  James. 

-Mr.  and  3Irs.  Roberson  had  a family  of  eight 
children:  John  ,\.,  a mechanic;  Molly  L.,  who 

became  Mrs.  Livingston,  and  after  her  hn.sband’s 
death  married  .\1.  L.  Reed ; Levi  B.,  a merchant 
of  the  Indian  Territory:  James  F. ; Alice,  the 
wife  of  Josiah  Cook;  Roliert  A.,  a farmer  of 
Oklahoma : Richard  H.,  a merchant  of  the  Ter- 
ritory; and  William  C.,  a physician,  Avho  died  in 
September,  1894. 

Dr.  Roberson  after  acquiring  his  early  educa- 
tion in  the  pulilic  schools  Avas  engaged  in  teach- 
ing for  five  yaiars  and  then  turned  his  attention 
to  the  drug  busine.ss,  Avhich  he  followed  in  Hardy, 
Texas.  During  that  period  his  leisure  hours 
were  devoted  to  reading  medicine  and  in  1S84  he 
entered  the  medical  department  of  Affinderbilt 
College,  at  Nashville,  Tennessee.  After  study- 
ing a year  there  he  successfully'  passed  the  exam- 
ination before  the  medical  hoard  and  Avas  granted 
a license  to  practice.  He  has  since  pursued  a 
three  y'cars'  course  of  study  and  Avas  graduated 
in  1887.  Entering  upon  the  practice  of  liis  chosen 
profession  in  Hardy',  he  there  remained  until 
1890,  A\  hen  he  pursued  post-graduate  work  in  St. 
Louis,  Alissouri.  He  next  opened  an  office  at 
AArnon,  Texas,  where  be  tvas  accorded  a liberal 
and  gratifying  patronage  for  five  years,  when  he 
located  at  Duncan,  Indian  Territory,  Athcre  he 
later  engaged  in  the  drug  business  in  coimeetioii 
Av’ith  his  professional  service  as  a phy'sician  and 
surgeon.  His  practice  extended  over  a great 
area  and  his  labors  Avere  attended  with  gratify- 
ing results  A\hcn  viewed  from  lioth  a professional 
and  financial  standpoiiU.  He  remained  at  Dun- 
can until  1904,  Avhen  he  pnrcha.sed  the  AAffish 
A\’illiams  fann  at  Hardv,  Avhcrc  he  is  now  lo- 
cated. At  each  place  Avlierc  he  has  lived  he  has 
gained  a libera!  patronage  and  hi?  qualifications 
are  such  as  Avell  entitle  him  to  the  professional 
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supjM'ft  of  the  public.  He  keep,';  fii  touch  tvilb 
the  most  mudcrn  mctliods  known  to  the  medical 
iratcrniiv  and  hi.s  knowledge  is  broad  and  com- 
pl•eliell.'^i^  e.  while  in  the  diagnosis  of  a case  he  is 
\erv  careful,  sekkim  making  the  least  error  in 
judgment  concerning  the  outcome  of  di.sea.';e. 
\\  hilc  in  Duncan  he  took  an  active  and  helpful 
part  in  the  penuaneut  improvement  and  develop- 
ment of  the  tou'ii.  He  was  a member  of  the  first 
city  council  and  later  was  selected  by  a commit- 
tee of  citizens  to  visit  Washington,  D.  C..  in  the 
interests  of  that  miuiici])alitv.  His  mission  there 
was  successful  and  he  drafted  a bill,  which 
pa.S'Cd  congress,  regulating  the  practice  of  medi- 
cine in  the  Territory. 

Dr.  Rf'berson  purchased  and  now  occupies  the 
\\Dsh  ^^’illiams  farm,  which  is  one  c>f  the  early 
laiiilniarks  of  Montague  county,  situated  in  Wil- 
low  ally  valley,  adjoining  the  town  of  Hardy.  It 
contains  four  hundred  acres  of  land  in  cultiva- 
tion and  the  [ilace  is  well  improved  w ith  a com- 
modious residence,  .'ubstantial  barn  and  other 
outImiMings.  The  home  is  attractively  situated 
and  cx'cn  thing  ariout  the  place  iiulicates  the 
careful  supcrvisiiiii  of  a progressive  owner. 

Dr.  R'rberson  w’as  marricil  in  18113  *^0  Miss 
I.aura  A\'illiams.  who  was  born  at  the  old  Wil- 
liams liome.stead,  neai-  Hardv,  in  1870,  and  is  a 
'laughter  of  M’asliingtoii  and  Cxiitliia  (Robert- 
son ) \\  illiams,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of 
Tenne.ssec,  where  tliey  were  married,  emigrating 
to  Te.\as  in  1838.  Thc\  livi\l  in  l.nmar  countV 
until  1S60,  when  they  came  to  iMontague  ctnmty, 
w in  rc  Mr,  \\dllianis  purchased  lainl  in  M'illotv- 
ally  valley  anil  the  re  develojied  a farm,  to  which 
he  added  until  it  hecame  a very  extensive  and 
profitable  pnpert}.  It  i.s  this  farm  upon  which 
tile  Doctor  and  hi,^  wife  ne,w  reside.  When  the 
\\  illiams  family  came  here  there  was  a fort  on 
this  farm,  aftording  safety  tor  the  pioneer  fam- 
ilies, During  the  Cix'il  war  i\Tr.  \Villiam.s  was 
in  Ihe  frontier  ser\-ice.  taking  part  in  many  raids 
.and  battles  with  the  Indians,  .and  his  time  was 
thus  -[I'lssed  until  the  c!o>e  of  hci.-tililies.  Tie 
afu-nxard  settled  on  tlic  farm  and  resumed  the 
business  f,f  cultivating  the  fields  and  raising 
stcick  I.ater  he  engvigeil  in  inerchanih’sing  at 
I'ore.-thurg  in  company  witli  iMr,  .\di  ins  ami 
succ'.'ssfully  carried  on  the  enterprise  for  a miiii- 
iier  isf  years.  lie  xvitnessed  the  ilevclopment  of 
the  couiitv  from  a spjirscly  settled  ilisirict  to  a 
popiilnns  region,  in  whicli  were  main-  homes  of 
a contented  .and  pr.-i.sperons  j»eop!e.  Tlie  wild 
game  '.tas  rep, laced  hv  the  donustic  farm  animals 
and  the  red  men  were  followed  Iw  wliite  settlers. 


whose  enterprise  and  labors  have  wrought  a 
wonderful  transfontiation  in  improving  and  de- 
veloping the  countr}’.  In  all  of  his  business 
transactions  he  w’as  strictly  fair  and  honorable, 
his  integrity  being  above  reproach.  At  length 
he  retired  from  the  labors  of  the  farm,  rented  his 
land  and  removed  to  the  Indian  Territory,  and 
at  Duncan  was  engaged  in  the  drug  and  furni- 
ture business.  \\  liile  devoting  hi.s  energies  to 
the  conduct  of  that  cnteqirise  death  claimed  his 
w'ife,  who  died  in  1897.  3.  devoted 

inemlier  of  the  Baptist  church  and  an  eaniest 
Christian  woman,  beloved  by  all  who  knew  her. 
IMr.  Williams  has  since  retired  from  active  busi- 
ness and  now  .spends  his  time  among  his  chil- 
dren at  the  riix;  age  of  sevenH-three  t’cars.  He, 
too,  is  a faithful  member  of  the  Baptist  church 
and  he  lielongs  to  the  Masonic  fraternity.  He 
had  three  sons  and  a daughter:  George  D.,  who 
is  living  in  Lawton ; diaries  R„  also  of  Lawton  : 
Laura,  now  IMrs.  Roberson:  and  Xathaiiial  C.,  a 
resident  of  Duncan. 

Dr.  and  Mrs.  Roberson  have  two  interesting 
children:  T.  L..  who  was  born  in  August.  1890; 
and  lames  W.  K.,  Tiorn  December  25.  1905.  They 
also  lost  tw'o:  George  L..  born  December  3, 
1893:  and  John  R.,  born  M.ay  16,  1901.  The 
parents  are  members  of  the  Baptist  church  and 
Dr.  Roberson  is  a Roval  Arch  ^Iaso^.  In  a pro- 
fession where  .success  depends  entirely  ufKin  in- 
dix  idual  merit  and  achievement  he  has  worked 
his  way  steadily  u)n\ard,  and  the  extent  and  im- 
portance of  his  practice  is  indication  of  the  un- 
(jualified  trust  and  confidence  reposed  in  him  bv 
the  general  public. 

BEN  I'L.XSTER  is  one  of  the  well  known 
representatives  of  stock-raising  interests  in  west- 
ern Texas,  owning  a fine  ranch  not  far  from 
(rolorado.  He  i.s  also  a representative  of  one  of 
the  earliest  families  of  the  Lone  Star  state.  Hi.s 
paternal  grandfather,  Thomas  Pla.ster.  came  to 
Texas  in  1830  from  Tennessee  and  then,  return- 
ing to  the  hatter  state,  removed  his  family  to 
Texas  in  1835,  at  which  time  this  countr}-  w^as 
under  ^Mexican  rule.  He  was  a native  of  Vir- 
ginia and  at  the  time  of  the  Texas  war  he  served 
as  r|uartcniiaster  and  aided  in  achieving  inde- 
peudcncc  for  the  republic.  He  afterward  made  his 
liome  ill  wiiat  was  then  iMoiitgomcry  county,  but 
is  now  Grime.s  c('untv,  and  his  last  days  were 
spent  in  .Xusliii.  His  famih"  numbered  seven 
cliildrcii ; Tony:  John:  Ben;  William:  Joe  and 
Mrs.  Margaret  Harrison,  twins:  and  Frank.  Of 
this  family  William  is  now  living  in  Mexico  and 
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Mrs.  Harrison,  now  a widow,  resides  in  Grimes 
county,  while  Joe  Plaster  is  a resident  of  Bell 
count}'.  . 

William  Plaster,  the  father  of  our  subject, 
was  bom  in  Tennessee  on  the  8th  of  January, 
1830,  and  was  brought  to  Texas  by  his  parents 
in  1835.  _ His  youdi  was  passed  in  Grimes  coimty 
and  alK>ut  1857  he  was  married  in  what  was  then 
Montgomery  county  to  Miss  Nannie  Simms, 
who  was  reare<l  in  that  locality.  Two  of  their 
children  are  yet  living;  Dollie,  tlie  wife  of  Will 
Casper,  a resident  of  Taylor  county,  Texas;  and 
Ben,  of  this  review.  The  fatlier  has  been  en- 
gaged in  dealing  in  cattle  throughout  the  greater 
part  of  his  life  and  is  now’  connected  w’ith  that 
industr}’  in  Mexico.  He  removed  from  Grimes 
to  Bell  county,  Te.xas,  and  in  1869  went  to  Tay- 
lor county,  this  .state,  w’hence  he  removed  to 
Mexico  in  1886.  lie  now  makes  his  home  in  the 
state  of  Sonora. 

Ben  Plaster  w'as  born  in  Grimes  county, 
Tdxas,  December  18,  1861.  He  had  but  limited 
educational  opportunities  in  youth,  but  e.xperi- 
ence  and  observation  have  greatly  broadened  his 
knowledge,  and  he  is  now  a man  of  good  prac- 
tical business  education.  From  the  age  of  fifteen 
years  he  has  been  de[)endent  upon  his  ow'n  re- 
sources and  w'hatever  success  he  has  achieved  is 
due  entirely  to  his  earnest  labor.  lie  arrived  in 
Taylor  county  in  1879,  w’hen  the  family  re- 
moved to  that  locality,  and  tliere  engaged  in 
raising  cattle  on  the  shares  for  his  fatlier.  Con- 
tinuing tliere  until  1885,  he  and  his  father  then 
sold  tlieir  cattle,  but  afterw'ard  bought  other  cat- 
tle and  took  them  to  Presidio  county,  but  tliat 
winter  llicy  lost  over  half  their  stock.  In  the 
following  spring  they  rounded  up  the  herd  and 
took  them  to  old  Mexico,  the  father  remaining 
there  until  1895.  Ben  Plaster,  how’cvcr,  did  not 
go  to  Me.xico  with  tlie  cattle,  but  made  his  way 
across  the  border  in  1889.  having  employed  a 
man  to  herd  the  cattle  tliere.  In  however, 
he  began  to  dispose  of  his  herd,  shipping  many' 
to  otlier  points,  and  in  1896  he  left  Me.xico  and 
came  to  Colorado,  Texas,  where  he  has  since 
been  living.  His  place  is  situated  about  eight 
miles  doivn  tlie  Colorado  river  and  his  ranch 
comprises  six  and  a half  sections  of  land.  He 
has  one  of  the  best  bunches  of  high-grade  Hcre- 
fords  in  the  state. 

On  the  22il  of  December,  1885,  Mr.  Plaster 
was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Ida  AVorley,  of 
Tay'lor  county.  They  have  a fine  home,  w’hicli 
was  erected  at  a cost  of  about  four  thou.sand  dol- 
lars, and  its  hospitality  is  one  of  its  attractive 
features.  Mr.  Plaster  is  a member  of  Colorado 


lodge.  No.  280,  I.  O.  C).  F.  He  devotes  the 
greater  part  of  his  time  to  stock  farming  and 
has  made  a reasonable  success  in  life.  He  has 
always  lived  upon  the  frontier  and  his  early  edu- 
cation was  gained  largely  from  nature,  of  which 
he  has  tieeii  an  eariie.-t  student.  He  was  practi- 
cally reared  in  the  saddle,  for  as  soon  as  able  to 
ride  he  tended  cattle  on  the  range,  and  his  has 
been  die  typical  life  of  the  cowboy,  but  all 
through  these  experiences  of  the  trail,  the  cow- 
boy camp  ami  the  roundup  he  has  devoted  such 
time  as  opportunity  afforded  to  the  ac(|uirement 
of  knowledge  upon  all  general  su’njects,  and  is 
to-day  a well  informed  man.  His  life  has  always 
been  characterized  by  good  judgment  in  practi- 
cal affairs  and  he  is  to-dav  rated  as  one  of  the 
substantial  cattle  men  of  his  county. 

DAVID  RICHARD  FLY,  A.  M.,  M.  D„ 
physician  and  surgeon  of  Amarillo,  has  made 
a conspicuous  success  in  his  profession,  and  his 
reputation  is  by  no  means  confined  to  the  im- 
mediate locality  of  his  practice,  for  he  is  w'el! 
known  throughout  North  and  Northwest  Tex- 
as. His  principal  accomplishment  from  a 
public  standpoint,  perhaps,  has  been  his  ex- 
ploiting of  the  advantages  of  Amarillo  as  an 
ideal  place,  climatically  considered,  for  the 
Cure  of  tuberculosis,  and  to  this  dread  -white 
plague  he  has  devoted  a large  portion  of  his 
professional  investigation  and  study.  He  is 
author  of  the  phrase  “vampire  disease,”  as  ap- 
plied, so  fitly  descriptive,  to  tuberculosis.  He 
is  kno-\\m  as  the  principal  promoter  of  the  St. 
Anthony’s  Sanitarium  at  Amarillo,  an  institu- 
tion which  has  already  enjoyed  much  success 
and  undoubtedly  has  a large  range  of  useful- 
ness before  it.  Dr.  Fly  has  a large  private  prac- 
tice in  medicine  and  surgery,  and  is  one  of  the 
most  progressive  and  energetic  Aesculapians 
in  the  state.  Besides  the  large  spheres  of  work 
implied  in  the  above  statements,  he  has  done 
much  toward  effective  organization  of  his  pro- 
fessional confreres  and  the  promotion  of  the 
esprit  de  corf’s  so  essential  10  any  class  of  men 
whose  lives  are  devoted  to  work  largely’  outside 
of  selfish  pursuits. 

Dr.  Fly  is,  withal,  one  of  the  younger  mem- 
bers of  his  profession.  He  was  horn  at  Water 
Valley,  Mississippi,  October  15.  180.5,  belong- 
ing to  a family  of  long  and  honorable  ancestry- 
The  paternal  line  originated  in  Wales,  where 
his  great-grandfatlicr  was  born.  His  grand- 
father Dr.  Joshua  Fly  was  also  a physician. 
Dr.  Fly’s  father  was  Judge  .\nson  B.  Fly,  who 
wa.s  born  in  Maury  count}'.  Tennessee,  but  in 
boyhood  accompanied  bis  parents  to  V’ater 
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X'alley.  He  one  of  the  successful  and  fore- 
most juri>ts  of  that  place,  and  for  sixteen  years 
served  as  master  in  chancery  for  the  United 
State's  court,  northern  district  of  Mississippi. 
Judge  Fh'  died  at  M'ater  \'alley  in  1891.  His 
wife  was  Mary  Jane  Giles,  who  was  born  in 
Charlotte,  North  Carolina,  of  Scotch-Irish 
stock,  and  her  death  occurred  in  1878. 

Hr.  Fly  passed  the  first  sixteen  years  of  his 
life  at  Water  \'allcy.  During  that  time  he 
received  a good  education  in  the  high  school, 
from  which  he  was  graduated.  .\t  the  age  of 
si.xteen  he  went  u.i  GaKestim,  Texas,  to  live 
with  his  brother,  Dr.  A.  \\h  Fh',  a veiy  prom- 
inent [ihyiician  of  that  city  and  furthemiorc 
active  in  public  life,  serving  for  three  terms  as 
mayor  of  Galveston.  While  living  with  his 
brother  he  became  interested  in  the  study  of 
medicine,  and  to  carry  out  his  purposes  he  ma- 
triculated in  the  medical  department  of  the 
University  of  Kentucky,  at  I.ouisville.  Dur- 
ing his  student  days  he  was  in  poor  health 
much  of  the  time,  and  in  consequence  he  did 
not  follow  up  his  university  course  continu- 
ously to  graduation.  In  189'3  he  sought  a salu- 
brious climate  and  arrived  in  Amarillo,  when 
that  city  was  in  its  raw  western  beginnings, 
and.  after  passing  the  ncce.ssary  examination 
before  the  district  board  of  health,  he  began 
practice  here.  On  the  1st  of  January,  1894,  he 
returned  to  l.ouisville  to  finish  his  course  in 
the  unic'ersily,  and  graduated  in  the  spring  of 
the  same  C’ear.  He  is  also  a graduate  of  the 
Chicago  I’ost  Crailuatc  Medical  School  and 
Hospital,  of  Chicago.  He  then  went  to  Fort 
\\  onh  and  was  given  the  position  of  demon- 
strator of  anatomy  in  the  medical  department 
of  F(jrt  V\  .Tth  Unicersity.  which  in,-titiition 
had  iu^t  been  organized.  He  remained  in  that 
jjositiuii  until  January'  1,  1899.  During  that 
time  he  >erved  f<vr  two  years  as  city  health  of- 
ficer under  iM-aycu  I'ackhpck's  administration, 
and  in  that  capacity  he  is  remembered  in  Fort 
Worth  for  the  valuable  services  he  rendered 
in  preventing  the  entrance  of  smallpox  and 
other  epiiiemics  that  threateued  the  cityx  Ile 
v\as  also  qiiaraiitiiic  physician  of  Tarrant 
conniy. 

Dr.  1‘ly  h id  cnioyed  e.xceptiuiial  adi  antages 
throughciut  liis  preparation  for  his  pirofession, 
and  in  medic.al  college  v. ns  under  the  inspira- 
lioi!  of  Dr.  Bacon  Saunders  and  other  noted 
surgci.iis  and  physicians.  From  the  time  of 
his  fir-t  residence  there,  .\marill<i  ha<l  appealed 
to  l'>r.  Fly  as  an  ideal  climate  in  which  to  treat 
tubereninsis  of  the  lungs,  arnl  also  for  convales- 
cence fiillo'.viiig  surgical  operations,  and  in 


January . Is99,  he  decided  to  relocate  in  this 
city.  lie  has  been  a very  busy'  practitioner 
since  coming  here,  and  his  skill  and  ability'  have 
brought  him  great  success  and  prominence. 
He  is  surgeon  for  the  three  railroads  centering 
here — the  Rock  Island,  the  Santa  Fe  and  the 
Fort  W'orth  & Denver,  and  also  has  a large 
private  general  pr.actice. 

In  February',  1901,  he  organized  and  estab- 
lished, with  the  aid  ami  under  the  management 
of  the  Sisters  of  Charity'  of  the  Incarnate  Word, 
St.  Anthony'’s  Sanitarium  at  .Amarillo,  which 
is  now  a fiourishing  institution,  and  of  w'hich 
Dr.  F'ly  is  chief  of  staff.  The  building,  in  its 
construction  and  equipnienl,  is  modeled  after 
the  most  approi  ed  hospulal  construction  in  the 
east,  and  is  noted  for  the  conscientious  care 
and  attention  paid  to  its  patients.  Operative 
surgery  here  is  unusually  successful  on  account 
of  the  purity  of  the  atmosphere  and  the  absence 
of  pathogenic  bacteria — the  bete  noir  of  mod- 
ern surgery'. 

Dr.  Fly'  organized  and  is  president  of  the 
Panhandle  Medical  .Association,  the  meetings 
of  which  are  especially'  interesting  and  valua- 
ble to  its  members.  He  is  also  a member  of  the 
State  and  of  the  American  Medical  Associa- 
tions and  in  the  latter  he  is  a member  of  the 
congressional  committee  on  national  medical 
legislation,  representing  the  thirteenth  con- 
gressional district  of  Texas.  He  is  a member 
of  the  International  .Association  of  Railway 
Surgeons  and  the  Rock  Island  and  the  Santa 
Fe  (Railroad)  Surgical  .Associations,  and  is 
councilor  for  'the  Panhandle  District  of  the 
Texas  State  Medical  .Association.  As  a mem- 
ber of  the  International  Congress  on  Tubercu- 
losis he  was  a Texas  state  delegate  to  the  meet- 
ing of  that  congrc.ss  at  St.  Lonis  in  the  fall  of 
1904.  The  treatment  and  cure  of  tuberculosis 
are  his  highest  professional  ambitions  and  he 
is  an  authority  on  several  phases  of  that 
scourge.  He  has  written  papers  on  the.subject 
for  medical  journals.  In  particular  his  sy'm- 
pathy  goes  out  to  the  great  number  of  poor 
people — an  increasing  host  every  y'ear — afflict- 
ed with  consumption  and  thus  isolated  from  so- 
ciety hut  without  means  to  procure  relief  or 
treatment.  He  sees  here  one  of  the  greatest 
objects  of  philanthropy',  and  has  bent  his  ef- 
forts toward  securing  a permanent  institution 
or  endowment  which  would  help  meet  the  diffi- 
culty'. In  this  connection  he  made  a strong 
appeal  to  Andrew  Carnegie  to  furnish  means 
for  establishing  a tuberculosis  sanitarium  for 
poor  people  at  Amarillo  or  at  some  other  equal- 
ly' fav  orable  point,  but  so  far  without  success. 
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Dr.  Fly  is  president  of  the  medical  examin- 
ing board  of  pensions  at  Amarillo.  . He  has 
been  granted  the  honorary  degree  of  A.  M.  by 
the  Amarillo  College,  in  which  institution  he  is 
lecturer  on  anatomy,  physiology  and  hygiene. 
He  is  also  still  retained  as  a lecturer  on  the  staff 
of  the' medical  department  of  the  Fort  Worth 
University,  wdiere  his  subject  is  anatomy.  His 
fraternal  connections  are  with  the  Benevolent 
and  Protective  Order  of  Elks  and  the  Knights 
of  Pythias.  He  served  for  a year  or  two  as  pres- 
ident of  the  Amarillo  board  of  trade,  and  is  how 
vice  president  of  the  same.  Throughout' the 
period  of  his  residence  here  he  has  been  a very 
active  and  enthusiastic  citizen  in  spreading 
abroad  the  advantages  of  Amarillo  and  vicini- 
ty, not  only  from  a climatic  but  from  a business 
point  of  view,  and  in  various  ways  has  contrib- 
uted to  the  permanent  grow'th  and  welfare  of 
his  adopted  city. 

In  1899  Dr,  Fly  was  married,  at  Dallas,  to 
Miss  Lizzie  Miller,  a sister  of  State  Senator 
Barry  Miller,  of  that  city.  Aliss  Miller  was  a 
prominent  society  leader  of  Dallas,  and  the 
wedding  was  one  of  the  social  events  of  the 
yearly  calendar. 

IS-V.\C  N.  PRESTON,  a well  known  farmer 
and  county  commissioner  of  Alontague  county, 
Texas,  was  born  on  a farm  in  \’irginia.  April 
23,  1843,  son  of  Elisha  H.  and  Arabella  J. 
( Whitton ) Preston,  both  natives  of  the  “C)ld 
Dominion.”  Stephen  Preston,  the  gi'andfather 
of  Isaac  N.,  was  a phuiter  and  slave  owner  in 
Virginia,  prominent  and  highly  respected.  He 
died  there  in  1859.  In  his  family  were  nine 
children,  as  follows:  Newton,  W.  B.,  Thomas, 
John,  Joel,  Mose.s,  Elisha  H.,  .Stephen  and  Airs. 
Mildred  Nellum.  The  sixth  son,  AToses,  was  a 
prosperous  and  well-to-do  tobacconist  of  Ricli- 
mond,  A’irginia.  He  had  two  sons,  ^\’illiam  I. 
and  -Andrew,  who  were  in  the  invasion  of  Nicar- 
agua, where  .Andrew  was  wounded,  had  to  re- 
main in  Peru,  and  never  returned  until  1866. 
William  I.  came  home  and  settled  in  Alis.souri, 
where,  when  the  war  of  the  Rebellion  broke  out. 
lie  raiserl  a Confederate  re.gimcnt,  of  which  he 
was  made  colonel,  and  went  to  the  front  under 
t^neral  Price ; did  valiant  service,  was  wounded 
and  had  to  surrender,  .After  tlie  war  he  was 
president  of  a female  institute  of  learning  in 
Alissouri. 

Elisha  H.  Preston  was  bom  in  Mrginia,  Jan- 
uary 22,  1810,  and  died  in  that  stale  February 
22,  1848.  He  married,  Novemljer  20.  1830, 
ATiss  -Arabella  J.  Whitton,  who  died  Alay  23. 
1849.  P.oth  were  church  members.  For  six 


years  he  filled  the  office  c>f  liigh  slicriff.  He 
owned  a plantation  and  slaves  and  carried  on 
agricultural  jmrsuits.  After  his  death  hi.s  land 
was  sold  and  the  estate,  including  the  slaves, 
divided  up  among  his  cliildren ; but  live  war 
came  on,  they  lost  their  father’s  savings  and 
had  to  make  their  own  way  in  the  world.  His 
children  in  order  oi  birth  are  as  follows : Alil- 
dred.  wife  of  J.  Jarrett:  Airs.  Cleojiatra  Laz- 
enliy;  Sarah,  wife  of  J.  Bagget ; Julia,  wife  of 
C.  Lunsford;  L.  P.  I’reston,  who  tlied  in  the 
w ar  of  the  Rebellion : Isaac  X.,  who.se  name 
iiuroduces  this  sketch;  George  -A.;  and  Mariah 
I'.,  wife  of  D.  Hix,  of  Alahmiia. 

After  the  death  of  his  jiarcuts,  Isaac  X.  Pres- 
ton made  his  home  with  an  uncle  and  would 
have  received  a liberal  education  bad  his  plans 
not  been  interrupted  b_v  the  inauguration  of  Civil 
war.  In  at  the  age  of  eighteen  years,  he 

enlisted  as  a member  of  a com[)aiiv  called  Roa- 
noke Grays,  made  up  of  college  students,  with 
which  he  served  until  after  the  first  battle  of 
Manassas,  when,  i>n  account  of  disability,  he  was 
discharged.  Soon  afterward,  however,  he  vol- 
unteered a.gain.  this  time  as  one  <‘>f  General 
Lee'.s  scouts.  He  remained  witli  Lee  until  the 
da}  before  the  .surrender.  Realizing  what  was 
ciiining,  he  t(X)k  'T'rench  leave"  and  has  never 
yet  .snrrendered.  J luring  his  army  life  he  had 
man}  narrow  escapes,  from  bullets  and  capture, 
ami  when  he  returned  home  at  the  close  of  the 
war  it  was  to  find  his  property  all  gone.  He  had 
plenty  of  pluck  and  courage,  however,  and  was 
not  afraid  to  work.  Going  to  Lvuchburg,  he  se- 
cured cinploymerit  in  a commission  house  and 
remained  there  a rear.  The  ne.xt  two  vear.s  he 
was  a clerk  m Lewisville.  Tennessee.  During 
his  stay  at  the  latter  place  he  was  "caplnred" 
for  the  first  time.  He  married  and  settled  on  a 
farm,  and  continued  to  reside  in  J’ennessee,  car- 
rying on  agricultural  pursuits,  until  1870,  when 
lie  came  to  Texas.  His  first  stop  in  this  sUite 
was  in  Gr.aysot:  count}.  He  cnilivated  rented 
land  thvre  a few  year-.,  then  moved  to  Bowie, 
near  which  idace  he  farmed  two  years,  return- 
ing at  the  end  ed  that  time  to  Grayson  county 
and  .sjiending  another  two  years  there.  His  next 
move  was  to  the  vicinit}  of  Illinois  Bend.  Here 
he  at  first  cultivated  rented  land.  Afterward  he 
Luu.ght  the  one  hundred  and  fifty  acres  which  he 
has  improved  and  still  owns,  .sixty-five  acres  of 
his  farm  being  uiuler  cultivation,  and  most  of 
it  in  the  Red  River  valley. 

Air.  Preston,  politically,  is  a Democrat.  AA'hile 
in  Grayson  county  he  .served  as  deputy  sheriff 
and  since  coming  to  Aluntague  county  has  been 
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ma<k‘  one  uf  tlic  couriu’i  financiers.  He  was 
elected  to  rill  an  unexpired  tenn  as  coimty  com- 
missioner. was  re-elected  to  succeed  himself  and 
is  now  accei>t;il)l\  serving  the  count}’  in  the 
cap:uit\’  of  c<stnmissioner. 

.Mr.  Preston  married  Mi.sS  Clementine  Snapp, 
a native  of  'rennes.see.  Ixjrn  in  1851.  daughter  of 
Samuel  and  Sarah  (Cox)  Snap]),  both  natives 
Ilf  Tennessee.  Mr.  Snajip  was  a Union  man,  but 
took  no  [lart  in  tiie  Civil  war.  i\ftcr  the  war  he 
engaged  in  general  nierehan<lising  in  Levtisville, 
and  remainetl  there  until  1870,  that  }ear  coming 
to  Texas.  He  Ixtught  a farm  in  Grayson  count} , 
settled  on  it,  and  there  spent  the  rest  of  his  life 
and  died,  lie  was  a Presbyterian,  a Royal  Arch 
.Mason,  and  a ])rominent  and  much  respected  man 
in  the  localities  in  which  he  lived.  Ilis  widow 
survtves  him.  at  this  writing  eight}-six  years  of 
age.  Their  chiUlren  are:  .Mrs.  lilollie  Singleton, 
W illiain  L..  Mrs,  Clementine  I'reston,  John, 
lames.  Thomas.  Mrs.  Minnie  McCarth}  and  Mrs. 
fi'annie  Pierce 

Mr.  and  iMr.s.  Pieston  have  eight  children: 
George.  Mrs.  Mxrta  \'ance,  Mrs.  Oriana  Waile, 
Sail},  Katie,  Erne.st.  David  H.,  and  Gladys. 

lloth  Mr.  and  Mis.  Preston  are  identified  with 
the  -Methodist  church. 

J.  (i.  P).\RR(  )W  is  numbered  among  the  citi- 
zens who  c:une  to  northwest  Cooke  count}’  in 
jiioneer  days  and  ha\e  shared  in  the  arduous 
work  that  has  led  to  the  development  and  jier- 
manent  iniiirovenient  <<f  this  section  of  the  state. 
He  was  horn  in  Chambers  county,  Alabama,  on 
the  13th  of  \])ril.  1830.  and  was  reared  to  farm 
pursuits,  while  his  early  education  was  rather 
limited  }et  nevertheless  he  has  actpiired  a gi)o<l 
]iractieal  knowledge  through  ob.servaticin,  ex- 
j erience  and  reading.  His  jiarents  were  Josiah 
anil  l.fiuzania  (Pass)  Parrow.  lioth  of  whom 
were  natives  of  Xorth  Carolina  but  their  mar- 
riage was  celelirated  in  Alabama.  The  paternal 
grandfather,  William  Parrow,  was  likewise  born 
ill  Xorth  Carolina  and  was  of  Irish  lineage,  his 
ancestors  having  settled  in  that  state  at  an  earlv 
tla\.  He  married  a Mi.ss  Heath  and  removed 
later  to  Alrtbania.  Ide  was  a farmer  by  occujia- 
tion  and  without  aspiration  for  office  gave  his 
undivided  attention  to  hi.s  agricultural  jiursuils. 
carefully  conducting  his  business  affairs.  W’hen 
he  liad  reached  the  evening  of  life  he  and  hi.s 
wife  removed  to  Li>uisiana  and  .s])eiit  their  de- 
clining 'lavs  in  the  home  of  their  son.  both  dying 
there.  They  were  loyal  to  their  jirofessions  as 
memhers  of  the  Missionan  Pajitist  church  and 
instilled  into  the  minds  of  their  children  lessons 


of  integrity  and  uprightness.  Thev  had  five 
sons  and  a daughter,  Josiah,  John,  James,  Jack- 
.soii,  Lafavette  and  Mrs.  .Mar}’ Aleadows. 

Josiah  Pi.arrow  was  Ixirn  in  Xorth  Carolina  and 
in  his  youth  accomjianied  his  parents  to  Alabama, 
where  he  was  reared  to  manhood  and  married. 
He  then  took  up  his  abode  upon  a farm,  living 
there  at  the  time  when  the  Seminole  Indians  had 
their  reservation  in  that  state.  He  purchased 
land  and  inifiroved  his  propert}’,  carrv  ing  on  the 
work  of  fanning  until  after  the  most  of  his 
children  were  born.  He  became  a prominent 
agriculturist  and  slave  owner  of  that  locality  and 
there  resiiled  until  185P.  when  he  removed  to 
Louisiana,  where  he  purchased  a plantation  and 
engaged  in  the  raising  of  cotton  and  corn.  He 
prosjicred  in  his  undertakings,  giving  his  at- 
tention to  his  farm  and  as  the  years  passed  by' 
his  labors  were  crowned  with  a very  desirable 
mea.sure  of  success.  The  cause  of  the  Confeder- 
acy awakened  his  deep  sym[)athv  and  interest  at 
the  time  of  the  Civil  war  but  he  was  too  far  ad- 
vanced in  years  to  enter  active  service.  He  lived, 
however,  until  after  the  close  of  the  war  and 
during  the  iitriod  of  hostilities  much  of  his 
earnings  of  a lifetime  were  swe])t  away  through 
the  emancijiation  of  slaves  and  the  ravages  of  his 
property  occasioned  by  the  foraging  of  the  two 
armies.  He  afterward  assisted  in  promoting  and 
erecting  a cotton  factory,  of  which  he  became 
a large  stockhcildcr  and  one  of  the  directors. 
This  was  known  as  the  Arizona  Cotton  Factory 
of  Louisiana  and  he  gave  most  of  his  attention 
to  the  management  of  the  plant.  He  was  mak- 
ing good  progress  in  the  enteqiri.se  and  had 
placed  it  upon  a safe,  financial  basis  when  he 
became  ill  and  jiassed  away  in  the  village  of 
.Vrizona  in  1871.  Xo  longer  enjoying  the  benefit 
of  his  stimulating  inlluence  and  efforts,  the  fac- 
tor\’  ceased  to  be  a nrofitable  industry  and  soon 
afterward  the  bu.siness  failed  entirely.  Mr. 
Parrow  was  born  in  1808  and  had  lived  an  ac- 
tive life  during  much  of  the  century.  He  was  a 
broad-minded,  intellectual  man,  possessing  a most 
enterjirising  spirit,  and  in  public  matters  was 
hel])ful  and  energetic.  Everywhere  he  w^as 
highly  res])ected  for  his  integrity  and  character 
worth  and  he  left  to  his  family  an  untarnished 
name.  His  w ife,  survii  ing  him,  passed  away  in 
1874.  I ittle  is  known  concerning  the  history 
of  the  Pass  familv.  She  had,  however,  two 
brothers  and  a sister : Rev.  Lsaac  Pass,  a Bap- 
tist minister,  who  engaged  in  preaching  in  Jack- 
.son,  Mississippi ; Edwin  Pass,  also  living  in  that 
locality  : and  Mrs.  Pinny  Wilhite. 

Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Josiah  Barrow  there  were 


HISTORY  OF  NORTH  AND  WEST  TEXAS. 


"43 


bom  thirteen  children:  Elizabeth,  who  inarricd 
a Rev.  Barrow,  who  was  a preacher  of  the  Prim- 
itive Baptist  chnrch ; Mrs.  Harriet  Gray;  Wil- 
liam, who  -serv'cd  throughout  the  Civil  war,  in 
which  he  was  twice  w’ounded.  and  has  since  died ; 
Mar)'  A.,  and  Martha,  who  died  unmarried; 
James  G, ; Mrs.  Sarah  Glover:  Josephus  E.,  who 
served  throughout  the  Civil  w'ar  and  is  now  in 
the  Indian  Territorv';  John  B.  Iv.,  a resident  of 
Louisiana;  Mrs.  3Iargrct  E.  Brown;  IMrs.  Fran- 
cis Marsh;  iMrs.  Ida  Fortson ; and  Mrs.  Emma 
Jarrell. 

James  G.  Barrow,  whose  name  introduces  tips 
re^'iew.  accompanied  his  parents  on  their  removal 
to  I.,ouisiana  when  eighteen  years  of  age.  In 
i86i  he  enlisted  for  sixty  days'  service  in  the 
Confederate  army  and  went  to  Richmond,  Vir- 
ginia. He  took  part  in  the  ojrening  scenes  of  the 
great  Civil  war,  remaining  at  Richmontl  for 
about  one  month  and  afterward  participating  in 
the  Ixittle  of  Manassas,  subsequent  to  which  time 
he  returned  to  Louisiana  and  joined  Company 
C,  of  the  Nineteenth  I.ouisiana  Infantry,  under 
command  of  Colonel  Hodges.  The  regiment  was 
assigned  to  the  army  of  the  Tennessee  under 
General  Josc[)h  Johnston  and  he  was  also  under 
command  of  General  Hood.  He  took  part  in 
all  of  the  campai.gns  under  those  two  famous 
and  brilliant  military  leaders  and  acted  as  one  of 
General  John.ston's  liody-guards.  being  second  to 
Wade  Hampton  in  that  service.  He  took  jian  in 
the  battles  of  Monterey  and  Shiloh  and  at  the 
latter  sustained  a sli.ght  bullet  w'Ound  in  the  Ixxly, 
the  bullet  piercing  a double  blanket  and  passin.g 
through  a canteen  and  his  clothing.  VIr.  Barrow 
took  part  in  other  hotly  contestetl  engagements, 
long  marches  and  important  campaign  service, 
continuing  w’ith  the  army  until  the  close  of  the 
war.  He  had  plea.sant,  .social  intercourse  with 
both  General  Johnston  and  General  Hood  and 
other  prominent  officers  and  during  the  latter 
part  of  the  w>ar  had  charge  of  General  Johnston's 
outfit  of  horses  and  other  equipments.  At  the 
time  of  General  Tx'e’s  surrender  the  command 
was  at  Charlottesville,  North  Carolina,  and  Mr. 
Barrow  was  there  parolled.  He  had  capably  and 
fearlessly  performed  his  full  duty  as  a soldier, 
faithfully  discliarging  even’ task  assigned  to  him 
and  he  was  often  in  the  thickest  of  the  fight. 
He  underwent  all  of  the  hardships  and  depreda- 
tions of  military  life  and  never  faltered  in  his 
allegiance  to  the  cause  he  csjxiused. 

When  the  war  was  over  Mr.  Barrow'  returned 
to  Alabama  and  made  a visit,  after  which  he  event 
to  his  home  by  evay  of  New  Orleans.  He  re- 
sumed work  upon  the  farm  and  in  September, 


iSft),  be  was  married,  the  lady  "f  his  choice  be- 
ing Miss  1'.  E.  Spears,  who  was  horn  in  Alab3.vna. 
fulv  2(i,  1850.  ,4hc  has  been  a worthy  wife  and 
good  helpmate  to  him  and  is  a most  estimable 
lad).  Her  parents  were  John  W.  and  Mary  A. 
(Goldsmith)  Sjiears.  the  former  a native  of 
North  Carolina  and  the  latter  of  .\labama,  in 
which  state  the  marriage  was  cclclirated.  Her 
grandfather  was  Wilie  Spears,  of  North  Caro- 
lina, a prominent  farmer  and  slave  owner.  He 
was  also  a leading  member  of  the  .Methodist 
church,  and,  living  an  earnest  Chri.stian  life,  he 
won  the  esteem  and  trust  of  all  with  nhom  he 
came  in  contact.  He  died  in  I-oni,siana,  while 
his  wife  passed  away  in  Alabama.  In  their 
family  were  the  following  named;  John  W. : 
Mrs.  Sallie  Sewell;  Mary,  who  became  Airs. 
Havis,  and  after  the  death  of  her  first  husband 
married  Mr.  Tompkins;  Green;  and  Brigs,  who 
(lied  in  his  fifteenth  year. 

John  W.  Sjiears  was  reared  to  manhood  in 
North  Carolina  and  .Alaliama  and  at  the  time  of 
his  marriage  began  farming,  w’bile  later  he  turned 
his  attention  to  merchandising  and  akso  operated 
a cotton  gin.  He  continued  to  reside  in  Alabama 
until  after  the  birth  of  all  his  children.  In 
1835  he  removed  to  I-ouisiana,  where  he  settled 
u[ion  a fami,  there  continuing  until  after  the 
outbreak  of  the  Civil  w'ar.  when  he  joined  the 
annv  and  t<x>k  part  in  all  the  campaigns  of  Gen- 
eral Jolmsuvn  and  General  Hood.  He  .served  in 
the  same  company'  with  Air.  Barrow  of  this  re- 
view, and  was  with  his  command  until  after  the 
cessation  of  hostilities.  Tie  then  returned  home 
and  resumed  farming,  remaining  in  I.ouisiana 
until  1(873,  "Iici  fie  came  to  Texas,  joining  Mr. 
and  Airs.  Barrow,  with  whom  he  found  a good 
home.  He  died  wdiile  visiting  a neighbor  in 
1873  and  his  wife  survived  him.  jiassing  away 
at  the  home  of  her  daughter  in  1885.  Her  father 
was  John  T.  Goldsmith,  who  was  of  Iri.sh  descent 
and  was  a prominent  agriculturist,  spending  his 
entire  life  in  Alabama.  In  his  later  years  he 
was  converted  and  became  a ]>rcachcr  of  the 
Baptist  chnrch.  His  children  were:  William, 
who  died  in  earlv  marihcicvd ; .Mrs.  Elizabeth 
Shaw,  who  after  losing  her  first  hu.sband  be- 
came Airs.  George;  Elbert:  Alartha;  Airs.  Alary 
.\.  Siiears:  Sarah  and  John,  lly  a second  mar- 
riage there  were  four  children  ; .Amanda.  Fannie, 
George  and  Sojihrona. 

Unto  -Mr.  and  Airs.  Siiear.s  were  born  three 
children:  Wilie,  who  came  to  Texas,  and  died 
leaving  four  children;  James  T.,  of  Quanah, Tex- 
as; and  Sarah,  now  Airs.  Barrow.  Cnto  our  sul)- 
ject  and  his  wife  have  been  horn  four  children: 
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1...  Ilf  IFisktll  county.  Texan;  Ladoiiia, 
the  ileceased  \\ile  (u‘  Rev.  J.  P.  Rutledge;  Etta 
I.,  the  wife  of  j.  i.'ochran.  who  in  i>oslina<.ter  and 
a nierchaiit  of  Marysville,  Texas;  and  Jfilin, 
who  died  at  the  ajeo  of  tweniv-two  mnnih.'.’ 

\t  the  tinte  of  his  marriage  Mr.  Barrow  lx;_gan 
fanning  on  hi-  own  account  and  after  raising 
one  crop  he  invented  all  hin  means  in  the  stock 
of  the  .Vriaona  cotton  f.uctory,  which  later  failed 
and  he  never  regained  hut  twenty-.seven  dollar.s 
on  all  that  he  had  put  into  the  eiiterjirise.  He 
had  some  slaves  hefcirc  the  war  .md  the  loss  of 
these  togethtr  with  tlte  losses  in  the  f.tctory  left 
him  almo>l  ]venniless.  but  with  stout  courage  and 
niroiig  heart  he  hegan  farming  and  .so  contimied 
until  1X70,  when  he  came  to  I'exas  on  a jtro.s- 
jieeting  lour.  Being  jtli.'iscd  with  the  country  he 
engaged  ir,  the  cattle  1m^inc.■^.s  here,  gatliered  a 
herd  anti  drove  them  to  Kansas,  after  which  he 
returned  to  'J'exas  and  later  to  his  home  in  Louis- 
iana. In  1X71  he  brought  his  family  to  this  state 
and  seitleil  m t tioke  county  'Jii  land  which  he 
h;id  j.nrchasetl.  a tract  of  one  Imndreil  anti  ninety 
•arre.s.  on  which  he  vet  lives.  He  has  atldeil  to 
thi.s,  however,  fiavin  time  to  time  as  his  financial 
resources  h ive  incre.aset)  nicil  lit'  vitiw  owns  over 
one  thousand  aere>  of  prairie  soil.  He  has  en- 
gaueJ  in  cattle-raising  aiul  farming,  having  tine 
Imndreil  ami  eigdivv  acres  under  cultivation.  He 
ha.-  heui  quite  -tHrcessful  ami  ahhuug'li  he  has 
lost  (jiiiie  heavilv  through,  going  securitv  for 
hi^  tricnik-  he  vet  ic  in  ji.  i--e-,sion  of  a comiorta- 
Mc  compi.tencf  acijuired  ihrciugh  hi.-  own  lahor.s. 
In  tile  school  ed  cxjierieiice  he  ha-  learned  nuui'- 
valuahle  le-.-on-  ail  1 i-  todav  a gentleman  of 
Iirti.ad.  practie.'d  knowledge  and  culture.  He  took 
part  ill  one  Indian  raid  -non  after  coming  to  this 
-tate.  'I'Ik-  rctl  men  ran  edt  a large  herd  of 
hor-c-  and  .Mr,  Barrow  and  other  .settler-  pur- 
sued thciii  and  lirouglu  them  to  a -land,  liaving 
;i  fight  in  which  several  tniliaiis  were  killed.  The 
-etth  r-  -iiececiicd  in  regaining  pos-es-ion  of  the 
-voek  : lid  there  vvere  no  easuallie-  amtiiig  the 
white  men.  When  Mr.  Barrow  located  here  but 
little  farming  was  done.  Coni  was  a much 
needed  ciiiurni  ulity  ami  the  -ettler-  made  an 
agreement  that  tvveiitv'  Im-hels  w;i,-  the  limii 
lliat  could  lie  -old  to  one  man.  Ilutt'aloes,  deer 
ami  game  of  ,'iil  kim.ls  were  very  jilentifnl  iijion 
tlie  prairii-  and  in  the  fore-ts.  .Mr.  Barrow  has 
aide  I in  ]il:mting  the  seeds  of  civilization  and  has 
vati,hed  the  rtipid  ehruige-  that  have  brought 
about  the  present  pro.spcritv  and  progress  of  the 
touiity.  He  lia-  -een  villages  established, 
diurelie-  and  -ehoolbi 'list's  built  anvl  the  work  of 
improvenii, in  carried  forw ar<l.  until  it  i-  almost 


im])ossible  for  the  traveler  todav  to  believe  that 
w iiliin  two  or  three  .decades  past  this  was  an  al- 
most unsettled  country.  In  politics  Mr.  Bar- 
row  is  an  earnest  Democrat  who  has  used  his 
inilueiice  to  aid  this  iiartv'  and  upon  its  ticket 
he  has  been  called  to  various  offices  of  public  hon- 
or and  trust.  He  has  served  as  county  commis- 
sioner and  in  all  [losition.s  has  been  loyal  to  the 
general  welfare  and  to  lionorahlc  j.irinciples.  lie 
was  a memhier  of  the  Missionary  Baptist  duirch 
and  served  as  one  of  its  clerks  fur  a nurnlier  of 
year-  but  at  the  present  time  is  connected  vvitli 
no  church  organization.  His  wife,  however,  is 
a member  of  the  Bajitist  church.  Mr.  and  iMr.s. 
Barrow'  arc  vvell  known  in  this  part  of  the  .state 
;uid  the  hospitality  vif  many  of  the  licst  homes 
of  Marysville  and  the  northwestern  part  of 
I cKike  connty  is  cordially  extended  to  them. 

RICHMOND  CUTTER  JENNE.  There 
has  been  no  death  more  uniformly  regretted 
throughout  Wichita  county  than  that  of  Rich- 
mond Cutter  Jenne.  who  was  one  of  the  most 
highly-  respected,  influential  and  prominent 
citizens — a man  whom  to  know  was  to  honor 
and  esteem  because  of  his  upright  life,  his 
fidelity  to  duty-,  hi.s  loy-alty  in  citizeii.ship  and 
his  faithful  di.scharge  of  every  obligation  that 
devolved  u[ion  him.  He  was  born  in  Norwich, 
\ ermont,  ( tetober  to,  i86_’,  a .son  of  I.emuel 
R.  and  Katharine  (Cutter)  Jenne,  both  of 
whom  were  also  natives  of  tlie  Green  ^Mountain 
slate.  The  father  was  a prominent  civil  engin- 
eer and  railroad  man  of  Vermont  and  in  Novem- 
ber. ISTti,  be  removed  from  New  England  to 
Texas  with  bis  family,  that  his  sous  might  have 
better  business  opjiortunities  in  the  new  and 
growing  country.  Thev^  settled  in  Tarrant 
cotinty  near  Fort  Worth  and  there  began  farm- 
ing and  stock-raising,  the  sons  assisting  their 
father  in  his  agricultural  pursuits.  Leniue!  R. 
Jcniie  exintinued  to  engage  in  farming  there  until 
1878.  when  he  was  called  to  his  final  rest.  IHs 
wife  .stirvivcd  him  for  a number  of  years  and  re- 
moved with  her  sons  to  Wichita  county,  where 
her  death  occurred  in  M:iy,  1901.  Tliey-  had  one 
daughter,  Mrs.  I.  N.  Stewart,  of  St.  Louis,  ^lis- 
souri,  and  three  sons.  Frank  T.,  wdto  was  born 
ill  -Norwich.  \’ermont,  in  1S5G,  Richmond  Cut- 
ter, born  October  10,  1802,  and  Lewis  B.,  born 
in  Norwich  in  180,1.  The  children  were  educat- 
ed in  their  native  town,  receiving  good  school 
privileges  and  after  the  removal  of  the 
famih'  to  Texas  they  became  associated  with 
their  father  in  farming  and  stock-rai.siiig.  An 
idt  :il  familv  and  business  relation  existed  be- 
tween them  and  the  three  brothers  eontiinied 
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their  imcre.st.s  together  until  the  death  of  Rich- 
mond C.  jenne,  and  since  that  time  Frank  T. 
and  Lewis  B.  Jeiine  have  been  associated  in 
business.  They  recognized  the  possibilities  of 
this  new  country  and  in  January,  188G,  removed 
from  Tarrant  to  ^Vichita  county,  settling  six 
miles  north  of  Wichita  Falls.  The}'  made  ju- 
dicious investment  in  land  aiid  became  the 
owners  of  seventeen  hundred  acres,  the  ranch 
being  about  si.x  miles  north  of  W'ichita  Falls. 
At  once  they  began  to  improve  this,  turning 
the  first  furrows  in  the  fields,  which  are  now 
cxtensice  and  well  cultivated,  yielding  goldeti 
harve.sts  in  return  for  the  care  and  labor  be- 
stowed upon  them.  In  adilition  to  this  tlu'y 
lx“came  e.xtensivoly  engaged  in  stock-raising, 
having  good  grades  of  cattle,  and  their  annual 
sales  t>f  stock  brought  to  them  an  e.xcellent  in- 
come. 

On  the  ath  of  September,  ISKI],  Richmond 
C.  Jenne  was  unit“d  in  marriage  to  Miss  Nan- 
nie AI.  (lardner,  a daughter  of  AI.  J.  ('lardner, 
and  the_\  became  the  oarents  of  one  child,  .Alice 
Elanora.  who  was  born  April  I,  1S)i):!.  In  his 
family  Air.  Jenne  was  a most  devoteil  husband 
and  father,  his  intere.st  centering  in  his  home. 
He  posses.sed  strongly  domestic  tastes  and  jnit 
forth  every  effort  in  his  jiowcr  to  enhance  the 
welfare  and  promote  the  hapjiiness  of  his  wife 
and  the  interests  of  his  little  daughter,  to  whom 
he  was  mo>t  strongly  attachcil. 

Mr.  Jenne  was  prominent  in  {;>uhlic  life 
in  the  countv.  exercising  strong  influence  in 
community  affairs.  At  the  time  of  his  death, 
which  occurred  on  the  24th  of  Alarch.  1404, 
he  was  serving  his  second  term  as  county  com- 
missioner and  no  more  comiietent  official  had  ever 
(XTCtipied  that  position.  With  an  extraordinary 
grasp  of  details  and  comprehensive  knowledge 
of  conditions  his  service  proved  of  much  value 
to  the  county  and  his  aid  was  always  of  a pmacti- 
cal  and  jirogre.ssive  character.  He  likewise 
filled  the  iiosition  of  school  trustee  for  a num- 
ber of  terms  and  was  instrumental  in  develop- 
ing the  Frcbcrg  school  into  one  of  the  best  of 
the  county.  He  was  ever  deeply  interested 
in  all  that  pertained  to  public  progress  and  im- 
provement and  his  aid  and  co-operatioii  were 
never  sought  in  vain  in  behalf  of  an)'  movement 
that  tended  to  advance  the  general  welfare. 
His  Christian  faith  was  manifest  in  his  daily 
life  and  was  also  indicated  by  his  membership 
in  the  Frcbcrg  Methodist  Episcopal  church, 
to  which  he  contributed  generously.  He  al.so 
took  a helpful  part  in  the  various  church  activ- 
ities, served  as  one  of  its  tru,stee,s  and  did  valu- 
able work  in  connection  with  the  erection  of 


the  house  of  worship.  He  continued  to  carry 
oil  his  business  until  a w eek  prior  to  his  death, 
when  feeling  ill  a physician  was  suinmoueil. 
Pneumonia  develojied  and  although  every  ef- 
fort w'as  made  to  check  the  disease  he  jiassed 
away  on  the  24th  of  Alarch,  190.4..  The  fu- 
neral services  were  conducted  by  the  Rev,  I'. 
L.  Farrington,  of  Hydro,  ( tklahoma,  and  were 
attended  by  a large  concourse  (li  i>eople,  for  no 
man  in  Wichita  cuiuity  was  held  in  higlicr  es- 
teem than  was  Richmond  C.  Jenne.  A genial 
nature,  kindly  disposition  and  deference  for  the 
opinion  of  others  ha<.l  endeared  him  to  all  with 
whom  he  came  in  contact  and  his  manv'  sterling 
qualities  of  heart  and  mind  had  gained  him  a 
circle  i.>f  friends  which  was  cu-exlensiie  with 
the  circle  of  his  acquaintance. 

.'^ince  the  death  of  their  brother  l‘'rank  T.  and 
Lewis  I).  Jenne  have  c.arrivd  on  the  husincss 
and  are  the  proprietors  of  one  of  the  best 
ranches  in  this  part  of  the  country.  They  are 
both  men  of  marked  enteriirise  ami  e.xcellent 
executive  force,  carrying  forward  to  ccunpletion 
whatever  they  undertook  and  tliey,  ton,  enjov' 
the  regard  of  those  with  whom  tlu'v  have  been 
associated  in  business  and  in  social  life. 

I'rank  T.  Jenne  was  rnarrieil  c>n  the  .?4ih  of 
.Ncivernber.  1901.  Jcnuie  I'ammeii,  a native 
of  Germany,  and  they  have  one  child,  Theo- 
dore Rosefeld  Jenne.  born  on  the  41st  of  (Oc- 
tober, IIH):;;.  Lewis  P>.  was  married  ( fetober  U), 
ISilh,  to  Racbel  Dmm,  a native  of  Ali.ssouri,  and 
their  one  child.  Alary  Catherine  Jenne.  was 
born  on  the  2(ith  of  November.  If.'iC.’. 

DA  XIKI.  S.  LE.AT1  lERW  ( >01  j represents 
one  of  the  pioneer  familie.s  tif  Alontagne  eonnt)  . 
He  was  born  in  Cook  county,  Teniu’ssee,  I'eb- 
ruar}-  3,  i8us,  ami  was  reared  to  farm  life,  while 
in  the  common  schools  he  acquired  his  educa- 
tion. His  iiaienial  gramlfather,  Thomas  Leath- 
erwood,  was  a native  of  A'irginia,  and  removed 
from  the  ( 'Id  Dominion  to  South  C arolina,  while 
later  he  became  a resilient  of  Teinies.see.  He 
served  in  the  war  of  181J  and  in  some  of  tlic 
Indian  wars,  gave  hi-  political  allegiance  to  the 
Democrtilie  party  and  was  a member  of  the  Bap- 
ti.st  flmrch.  His  death  occurred  in  Tennessee. 
His  ehtldreii  were  four  in  nnmher:  Daniel, 

Sarah,  Francis  and  W illis, 

Willis  Leatherwood,  father  of  Daniel  S.  Lcath- 
erw’ood,  was  Ixtrn  in  South  Carolina  hut  was 
marricil  in  Temiessee  to  Miss  Elizidjcth  Shnlts, 
a native  of  that  state  and  a daughter  of  Alartin 
.Aliults,  a well  known  agriculturist,  whose  death 
occurred  in  Tennessee.  She  wa.s  one  of  a family 
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ot  diildrcn,  niimelv  : I'liiliii,  who  .served  in 

the  I'ederai  anny  in  the  Civil  war  and  <lierl  in 
Tennessee;  Jacob : John;  Fleas:  Freston ; Polly; 
-Mr.-.  Elizabeth  Leatherwood ; and  Anna.  This 
t'amilv  teas  iilcthodist  in  religions  faith. 

Following  his  marriage  Willis  Leatherwood 
began  farming,  in  which  he  contimied  success- 
tiilly  until  the  Civil  war,  ITi.s  syni]iathie.s  were 
with  the  Crmfcdcracy  and  while  not  able  to  do 
active  field  .service  he  did  duty  with  the  state 
militia  and  used  his  influence  to  advance  the 
southern  cause.  Thrt.ugh  the  ravages  of  war  his 
estate  was  largely  reduced  in  value  and  in  order 
to  make  a new  start  he  came  to  Te.Kas  in  1866. 
taking  up  a homesteail  claim  of  one  hundred  and 
sixty  acris  on  a branch  of  Clear  i reek  in  -Mon- 
tague county.  Here  he  built  a cabin  aiul  began 
farming.  The  county  at  that  time  was  sparsely 
settled  and  little  farming  was  done,  hut  he  was 
sOon  raising  crops  sufficient  to  sui>])ort  his  fam- 
ily, (iame  of  all  kinds  was  plentiful  and  there 
were  many  wild  beasts.  Hardship.s  anti  trials 
w ere  to  he  borne  in  the  reclamation  of  this  dis- 
trict for  the  purpo.ses  of  civilization.  .Mr.  Leath- 
erwood had  to  ilo  his  milling  and  trading  at 
I iaiuesville  and  Sliemian.  The  Indian.s  were 
hostile,  fretpiemly  raiding  the  country,  murder- 
ing the  inhabitants  and  stealing  the  .stock.  ,\1- 
thoiigh  they  matie  raids  into  the  neighliorhood 
wdiere  the  Leatherwood  family  lived  thev  were 
never  molested  at  the  hou.se.  Two  of  the  sons. 
Jc'hn  ;md  Daniel,  were  on  the  range  hunting 
stock  when  a large  baiul  of  Kiowas  overtook 
diem  when  they  were  unarmed  and  helpless. 
The  Indians,  however,  had  good  firearms  and 
sliot  John  Leatherwood.  killing  him  instantly, 
then  scalping  him  and  taking  liis  horse.  .\s 
Daniel  Leatherwood  rode  a better  horse  he  man- 
aged to  make  his  e.seape  and  lives  to  tell  the 
tale  of  the  horrible  atrocities  committed  by  the 
red  men.  The  alarm  was  spread  among  the 
settlers,  who  follciweil  the  Indians  and  a fi.glit 
en.sued.  It  is  ihouglit  that  a numher  of  the  red 
men  were  killed  hut  liow  many  couki  not  he 
ascertained,  as  they  carried  iheir  dead  away 
with  them.  I)uring  tliis  raid  ten  white  jieojilc 
were  killed,  inchidiiig  Nathan  Long,  Mr.  .Maii- 
asko.  .\.  Farkhill.  T.  h'itzpatrick,  his  wife  and 
one  child  ami  three  cM  the  cliiklreii  of  the  Shegog 
family  . I'his  occurred  in  January,  1868.  There 
were  niaiiv  raids  after  tlial  time  and  fighting  fre- 
quently occurred.  Much  stock  was  stolen  and 
the  settlers  lost  heavily  hv  reason  of  the  Indian 
depredation.?,  which  ware  kept  np  until  1872. 

Soon  aiLtr  the  big  raid  and  the  miinler  of 
liis  son  John.  i\lr.  Lt athcrwooil  removed  his 


family  to  Grayson  county,  where  he  remained 
until  1870.  w'hen  he  returned  to  the  old  home- 
.stead  and  again  resumed  farming  here.  He 
made  a good  start  in  this  work  and  in  stock-rais- 
ing and  was  thus  identified  with  agricultural  pur- 
suits in  the  county  until  his  death,  which  occurred 
in  1881  when  he  was  seventy-two  years  of  age. 
He  was  a Baptist  preacher  for  many  years  and 
one  of  the  pioneer  ministers  of  Montague  county, 
w'ho  assisted  in  organizing  the  churches,  spread- 
ing the  gospel  and  proinciting  the  moral  dcveloii- 
ment  of  the  frontier  district.  He  underwent  all 
the  hardships  and  privations  of  pioneer  life  in 
order  to  make  possible  the  introduction  of  civil- 
ization that  others  might  follow  and  find  a hab- 
itable region.  His  wife  survived  him  and  died 
in  1887.  They  were  the  parents  of  four  chil- 
dren; Thomas;  Daniel;  Marion,  who  was  killed 
in  the  siege  of  Petersburg  in  the  Civil  w'ar  while 
serving  in  the  Confederate  army ; and  John, 
whose  death  is  mentioned  above. 

Daniel  Leatherw’ood,  born  in  Tennessee,  ac- 
companied his  parents  to  Montague  county  and 
assisted  in  the  development  of  the  lioinestead 
farm,  remaining  tinder  the  parental  roof  until 
hi.s  marriage  in  1876.  He  then  settled  on  an 
adjoining  tract  of  land,  w'hich  he  purchased  and 
tran.«formed  into  a cultivable  property.  He 
cared  for  bis  parents  during  their  remaining  days 
and  at  the  same  time  conducted  his  farming  in- 
terests. He  now  owns  tw'O  hundred  and  thirty 
acres  of  rich  and  valuable  land,  of  which  eighty 
acres  is  under  cultivation,  being  given  to  diversi- 
fied farming,  whereby  he  supplies  the  family 
with  manv  of  the  products  needed.  He  also 
raises  some  stock,  and  both  branches  of  his  busi- 
ness are  bringing  to  him  a good  financial  return. 
He  has  ahvays  carried  on  agricultural  pursuits 
here  sa\  e for  the  period  of  the  Civil  w'ar,  when 
ill  18(12  he  volunteered  as  a member  of  Company' 
C,  Twenty-si.xth  Tennessee  Infantry.  The  regi- 
ment was  assi.gncnl  to  the  Army  of  the  Tennes- 
•see  tinder  (ieneral  Bragg  and  Mr.  Leatherwood 
thus  continued  iu  active  service  until  the  battle 
of  Resaca,  where  he  was  made  a prisoner  of 
war  and  sent  to  Camp  Douglas,  Qiicago,  May' 
16,  iS(")4.  He  was  there  heltl  until  the  close  of 
hostilities,  m Jime.  1863,  when  he  was  released 
and  gh’cn  tran.sjxirtation  home.  lie  was  in  many 
skirnii.shes  and  a number  of  hotly  contested  bat- 
tles. mcluding  the  engagements  at  Missionary 
Rid.gc  and  Rcsaca.  Manv  times  he  w-as  in  the 
thickc.'l  of  the  fight  and  again  on  the  lonely  picket 
line,  but  wherever  stationed  he  w'as  true  and 
loyal  to  the  cause  wliich  he  espoused.  Following 
iii.s  return  lionie  he  accompanied  his  parents  on 
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their  various  removals  in  Texas  and  has  since 
devoted  hi.s  attention  to  farming  interests  with 
excellent  success. 

Mr.  Leatherwood  was  married  to  Miss  Aman- 
da Wisdom,  a representative  of  a well  known 
piqneer  famih'  of  Texas.  She  was  born  in  this 
state  in  1857  and  is  a daughter  of  T.  N.  Wisdom, 
who  came  from  Arkansas  to  Texas  at  an  early 
day,  settling  in  Collin  county  and  later  in  Mon- 
tague county.  He  is  a farmer  by  occupation 
Ls  now  living  in  Oklahoma  at  an  advanced  age. 
He  served  as  a Confederate  soldier  in  the  Civil 
war,  has  always  been  a stanch  Democrat  in  poli- 
tics and  is  a consistent  member  of  the  Baptist 
Church.  His  children  were ; Mrs.  .Amanda 
Leatherwood;  William;  Josephine,  the  wife  of 
D.  O.  Davis ; Diadama,  the  wife  of  J.  Morris ; 
John,  of  Oklahoma;  Miller  of  the  Indian  Terri-- 
tory;  Sina,  the  wife  of  Z.  King;  and  Mattie. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Leatherwood  have  nine  children  ; 
Josej)h  M.,  at  home;  Emily,  the  wife  of  W.  A. 
McGee:  Jane;  Anna,  the  wife  of  T.  M.  Brown; 
Flora;  John,  at  home:  Katie;  Henry';  and  Grace. 
The  parents  are  members  of  the  Christian  church 
and  !Mr.  Leatherworal  has  taken  the  degrees  of 
the  Blue  Lodge  in  Masonry  and  is  also  a mem- 
ber of  the  Farmers'  Imion.  Few  citizens  of 
Texas  are  more  familiar  with  the  history  of  pio- 
neer life  and  none  have  had  to  undergo  greater 
hardships  and  dangers  in  settling  up  this  dis- 
trict. His  mind  bears  the  impress  of  the  early' 
historic  annals  of  Montague  county  and  on  his 
memory'  are  pictured  many  events  and  scenes  of 
thrilling  interest,  which  if  written  in  detail  would 
serve  once  more  to  enforce  the  statement  that 
“truth  is  stranger  than  fiction.” 

JAMES  T.  COHRSFIY.  who.living  in  Muens- 
tcr,  was  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  Cooke  county, 
Texas,  was  bom  in  I.afayette  county,  Missouri, 
January'  15.  1846.  He  is  a son  of  Henry'  and 
Mary  M.  (Pace)  Coursey,  the  former  a native 
of  Maryland  and  the  latter  of  Kentucky,  in 
which  state  their  marriage  was  celebrated.  The 
paternal  grandfather,  James  DeCoursey,  was  of 
French  descent  and,  settling  in  Mary'land.  there 
reared  his  family  and  remained  until  called  to 
his  final  rest.  He  had  two  sons : Henry  and 
Thomas  B.  The  latter  became  a resident  of  the 
state  of  Delaware  and  there  died. 

Henry'  Coursey,  father  of  our  subject,  was 
bom  and  reared  in  Marydand  and  on  removing 
westward  took  up  his  abode  in  Kentucky,  where 
he  was  married.  Not  long  afterw'ard  he  went 
with  his  young  wife  to  Missouri,  settling  in  La- 
fayette county',  spending  many'  years  in  that  and 


Johnson  counties.  He  W'as  a carpenter  by  trade 
and  followed  that  pursuit  throu^iout  his  active 
life.  In  1855,  however,  he  left  Missouri  and 
came  to  Texas,  settling  at  Weston,  Collin  county, 
where  he  was  again  connected  with  building 
operations.  He  was  a successful  mechanic  and 
remained  at  that  place  for  a number  of  years. 
\\  hen  too  old  to  engage  longer  in  active  labor 
he  found  a good  home  with  his  son,  passing 
away  in  Cocikc  county  in  1879,  at  the  ripe  old 
age  of  seventy'-six  y'ears.  He  was  a consistent 
member  of  the  Methodist  church  and  also  be- 
longed to  the  Independent  Order  of  t)dd  Fellows. 
He  was  one  of  those  who  made  the  overland  trip 
to  California  in  1849  and  there  he  followed  hi.s 
trade  successfully  for  four  years,  after  which  he 
returned  home  by  way  of  the  isthmus  route.  His 
first  wife  died  in  Missouri  in  1853  and  there  he 
w'as  again  married.  Sexan  afterward  he  came  to 
Texas.  His  .second  wife  was  a Miss  AeLsy 
Mayhew,  of  Kentucky,  w'ho  removed  to  Missouri, 
w'here  her  marriage  occurred.  She  yet  survives 
and  makes  her  home  on  Elm  Creek  with  a 
daughter.  By'  the  father's  first  marriage  there 
were  four  children  : Mrs.  ilarv  E.  Gilbert ; James 
T.,  of  tliis  review ; William,  a prominent  mer- 
chant of  h'annin  county . Texas ; and  Allen,  a 
leading  farmer  of  Cooke  county.  The  children 
of  the  second  marriage  were:  Virginia,  the  wife 
of  C.  W’illiams : .Mrs.  I'aimie  Hatcher;  Living- 
ston, deceased;  Mrs.  Henrietta  Spragens;  and 
Mrs.  Ida  Marsh.  During  tlie  father’s  old  age 
and  follow'ing  his  death  his  son  James  T.  cared 
for  the  children  of  the  second  marriage  and  pro- 
vided for  their  support. 

James  T.  Coursey  was  born  in  Mis.souri  and 
in  1835  came  to  Texas  with  his  father  and  the 
family,  being  then  a youth  of  nine  years.  He  re- 
mained under  the  parental  roof  until  fourteen 
years  of  age  and  assisted  in  the  work  of  caring 
for  the  fann  and  the  stock.  Hi.s  school  privileges 
were  limited,  but  he  has  managed  to  acquire  a 
fair  practical  business  education  through  exfieri- 
ence,  observation  and  reatliiig.  In  the  fall  of 
i8f)0.  when  a youth  of  fourteen  years,  he  came 
to  Cooke  county'  with  his  brother-in-law,  i\Ir. 
Gilbert,  w'ith  whom  he  remained  until  1862, 
when  he  enlisted  for  service  in  the  Confederate 
■Army  with  .Alexan<ler's  regiment  and  w'cnt  into 
camp  at  Fort  McCulloch,  where  on  account  of 
being  under  age  he  was  discharged.  He  then 
returned  to  Cooke  county-  and  later  joined  Col- 
onel Bourland’s  regiment  for  frontier  serv'ice 
with  headquarters  at  Gainesville.  The  most  of 
the  command,  how-ever,  was  stationed  at  tlie  town 
of  Montague,  where  Mr.  Coursey  went  into  quar- 
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tors,  hut  later  was  detailed  for  .■^ratheriiig-  beef 
cattle  to  ho  forwarded  to  the  rcgrilar  army.  For 
this  work  he  was  well  qualified  because  of  his 
lon,4  connection  with  the  cattle  indu.stry,  enabling 
him  t' I kU'  'W  the  value  of  stock.  He  was  thus' 
engaged  until  the  clo.se  of  the  war. 

■\\  hen  hostilities  were  over  Mr.  Coursey  re- 
uuned  t' 1 Cooke  ct'Unty  and  wa.s  emplo3-e<l  as  a 
cow  h'.o  and  u'orkt-d  on  the  range,  tie  after- 
ward went  to  the  Rio  Grande  and  was  familiar 
\\  ilh  all  the  trails  and  the  vast  territory  of  nortli- 
w i'st  Texas.  Game  of  all  kinds  tvas  then  plenti- 
ful and  wild  beasts  roamed  at  will.  He  assLste<l 
in  rimiiing  out  the  reii  men  and  in  reclaiming 
the  cr.mitry  for  the  uses  of  civilization.  Fol- 
lowing his  jnarriage.  wliich  occurred  in  1867, 
he  intrchased  a tract  of  ravv  land  of  one  hundred 
and  •-ixt3  acre.s  in  Cooke  comity  near  where  he 
yet  resides.  This  he  imi>roved.  bringing  it  up 
tij)  a ,go' (1  state  of  cultivation.  Later,  however, 
he  Mill  that  property  and  houglit  where  he  now 
make^  hi.'  home,  lie  afterward  added  another 
sur\cy  and  today  lias  three  hundreil  and  iwcnt}’ 
acres  of  land.  He  ha.s  made  substantial  improve- 
ments and  lias  hi.s  properly  all  under  fence,  while 
one  hundred  and  thirty  acres  i.s  highly  cultivated. 
He  is  (-iigaged  in  llw  rtiising  of  diverrsified  crops 
auil  the  farm  .sujiplies  nttiny  products  for  the  use 
of  the  faiuil) . The  jilace  is  improved  w ilh  a c.orn- 
niodious  himse  tuid  barn,  good  nuthuildings  for 
the  'Itelier  of  gnun  and  stock,  and  there  is  an 
ahuii'lanl  water  stijiplv  which  is  pijied  to  the  barn 
li  T'  ;md  the  hou.se,  a wind  mill  licing  u.sed  for 
].inm]jing  ]K'.wer.  He  has  set  rail  a good  orchard, 
w hich  is  now  in  hearing  comlition,  ;md  he  u.ses 
imjiroved  machinery  in  the  care  of  the  place.  He 
raises  'lock  t<>  a greater  or  less  extent  and  his 
entii'i  life  lia.s  been  devotee!  to  agricultural  pur- 
suits. 1 1 is  experiences  in  Texas  have  liccn  varied 
and  often  times  there  have  been  exciting  chajj- 
lers  111  his  life  record,  for  following  the  close  of 
the  Civil  w.ar  the  red  men  became  ven  hos- 
tile and  irouhlesonic  to  the  settlers,  running  off 
tile  -tork  and  often  tinie.s  murdering  the  iieojile. 
?\Ir-  t cur.'Cy  took  part  in  many  raid.s  after  the 
red  men  and  saw  mucli  (if  their  devastation  and 
eriK-lties.  lie  was  never  wounded  but  on  one 
' .ceasion  h.ad  his  horse  shot  from  under  him, 

( )n  tin;  141I1  of  March.  18C7.  Mr.  Coursey  w’as 
married  to  Mis'  lumna  J.  Grant,  who  W'as  born 
in  I'anniii  counti.  Texas.  November  iq,  1848, 
:uid  i.s  a l;idy  of  intelligence  and  culture.  ITcr  pa- 
rents were  George  and  Mary  E.  (English) 
Gram.  th(,  fornit  r a ntilive  of  Tventiicky  and 
the  latter  of  fiidiama.  They  were  married  at 
r.e.iiham,  'Pexa-s,  The  father  was  a .son  of  Tame.s 


Grant,  also  of  Kentucky,  who  was  a carfienter 
by  trade  and  died  in  the  lllue  Grass  slate.  He  was 
a consistent  member  of  the  Christian  church. 
In  hi.s  family  were  four  children;  George  W., 
the  father  of  Mrs.  Cour.sey ; Qiarles,  who  died 
in  'Tex-as ; Thomas,  who  came  to  this  state  and 
afterward  went  to  the  Indian  Territory',  where 
he  uieil ; and  Mrs.  Lizzie  Perrin. 

George  \\\  Grant  \va,s  Ijom  and  reared  in  Ken- 
tucky and  learned  the  carpenter’s  trade  with  his 
father.  The  year  184b  witnessed  his  arrival  in 
the  Lone  .8tar  state.  He  had  just  attained  his 
majority  and  sought  a home  in  the  southwest, 
locating  in  Fannin  county.  Siibsequeiith-  he 
made  hi.s  way  to  the  Ivcd  River  valley,  where 
he  was  employed  at  his  trade  and  he  afterward 
[laid  a visit  to  his  old  Kentnck}  home.  Soon 
returning  to  Toxa.s.  hnwcvcr,  he  was  married  in 
this  state  and  continued  to  work  at  the  carpen- 
ter's trade  until  iSGo,  when  he  came  to  Cooke 
county  and  purdia-sed  a tract  of  raw  land,  which 
he  developed  and  improved.  During  the  Indian 
depredations,  fearful  for  the  life  of  his  wife  and 
children,  he  removed  his  family  to  Grayson 
county,  Init  after  the  red  men  had  iK-eii  subdued 
he  returned  to  the  farm  and  there  erected  a 
commodious  house.  W hile  the  Civil  war  was  in 
progress  he  was  a member  of  the  .state  militia, 
iloiiig  service  on  the  frontier.  As  a pioneer  set- 
tler of  Cooke  coiuiU,  he  built  manv  homes  for 
the  early  residents,  working  at  the  carpenter’s 
trade,  while  emi>loying  others  to  carr\’  on  the 
farm.  Thus  he  contributed  in  substantial  meas- 
ure tr.  the  improvement  and  development  of  his 
fiart  of  the  state.  He  never  aspired  to  office  but 
gave  his  political  alle.giance  to  the  Democracy. 
He  is  vet  remembered  by'  many  who  knew  him 
and  s[ieak  of  his  virtues  and  many  good  qualities, 
for  he  enjoved  the  trust  and  good  will  of  all  with 
whom  he  came  in  contact.  lie  held  membership 
in  the  Christian  church  and  also  affiliated  with 
the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows.  He  re- 
mained upon  the  old  homestead  until  death 
claimed  him  in  i8<j7.  His  wife  survived  for  sev- 
eral year.',  passing  awav  in  KX>2.  She  was  a 
daughter  of  Railev  English,  of  Indiana,  who  was 
a fanner  by  occupation  and  a pioneer  settler  of 
Fannin  countx , Te.xa.-,  taking  up  his  abode  there 
liefore  the  county  seat,  Bonham,  had  an  exis- 
tence. He  bought  raw  land  and  improved  a good 
farm  and  his  efl'orts  were  of  permanent  benefit 
to  the  Mih.'tantial  development  of  his  communitv. 
,\s  the  \ ears  pa.s.sed  by  his  business  undertakings 
were  crowned  with  prosjierity.  He  voted  with 
the  Deniocracv,  held  membership  in  the  Presby- 
terian church  and  was  accorded  a place  among 
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tlie  representative  citizens  of  his  conimiiniU',  at 
Icngtli  passintj  away  upon  the  old  homestead  in 
h'annin  count}'.  His  children  were : Mrs',  Eliza 
Cowart : Mrs.  Sarah  Fuller ; Robert  and  Horton, 
both  of  , whom  served  in  the  Confederate  anny; 
Mrs,  ^laiy  E.  Grant,  mother  of  Mrs.  Courscy; 
and  Mrs.  Letitia  War<l.  After  the  death  of  his 
first  wife  IMr.  Bailey  married  Airs.  Nancy 
Grooms,  a vviftow.  and  their  children  were : Bar- 
ton; Ale.xander;  Mrs.  I,X"atlia  Huddleson Riley; 
Bragg;  ancl  Florence,  the  wife  of  (A  Flack. 

Air.  and  Airs.  G.  \\'.  Grant  had  eight  children, 
the  eldest  of  whom  is  Airs.  Course}'.  The  others 
are : Airs.  Tom  Hoover,  Qiarlcs,  William,  J.  E., 
John,  Joe  and  Harry. 

ITho  Air.  and  Afrs.  Coursey  have  been  Ijorn 
nine  children : Jennie,  tlie  wife  oi  William 
Brown;  Airs.  Alaggie  Aloyer;  Airs.  Antia  .‘'^hort; 
Georgia,  who  is  a successful  school  teacher;  Alr.s. 
Belle  Johnson;  Clara,  Jasper,  Alamie  and  Joe. 
all  3'et  at  home. 

Air.  Coursey  has  lived  to  see  great  changes  in 
Ciooke  county  as  this  western  di.strict  ha.s  Ix'ren 
transformed  from  a va.st  wilderness  to  a well  im- 
proved district  settled  with  a peaceful,  contented 
and  j)rosj>erous  people,  tie  has  undergone  all 
the  hardships  and  trials  incident  to  frontier  life 
and  has  hunted  buffaloes  and  deer  upon  tlie 
jilainsi  greatly  enjoying  tlie  .sport.  t)iie  time  he 
knew  most  of  the  jirominent  people  west  of 
Gainesville  and  most  of  the  voters  in  Cooke  and 
Alontague  county.  He  stands  as  an  e.xcellent  c.x- 
ample  of  a high  type  of  Texas  citizenship,  has  a 
hospitable  home  in  which  good'  cheer  always 
alxunids,  and  in  his  life  record  has  displayed 
many  excellent  traits  that  have  nia<le  him  a fav- 
orite with  those  with  whom  he  has  come  in  con- 
tact. 

J.YAIES  IT.  DUNN.  The  late  James  H. 
Dunn,  of  Clay  county,  was  one  of  the  charac- 
ters whose  life  for  many  years  was  most  honor- 
ably connected  wdth  the  county's  domestic  de- 
velopment and  its  public  affairs.  His  life  here 
covered  a span  of  some  twenty  years  and  his 
death,  December  31,  i<.)oi,  terminated  a career  of 
rare  uprightness  and  a life  filled  with  substantial 
successes  and  with  sincere  and  enduring  friend- 
ships. He  conducted  one  of  the  large  farms 
on  Re<l  river,  managing,  as  he  did,  some  eleven 
hundred  acres  of  his  own  and  his  wife’s  estate 
and  devoting  his  time  to  its  substantial  im- 
provement and  successful  cultivation. 

On  becoming  a resident  of  Clay  county  Air. 
Dunn  settled  near  Benvanue  and  it  was  in  that 
community'  he  'W'as  best  known  and  there  his 


fastest  friendships  were  made.  He  came  here 
from  Denison,  Texas,  near  where  he  owned  and 
operated  a farm  and  where  his  citizenship  shone 
with  all  the  brilliancy  of  a loyal  and  faithful 
man.  He  bccaiiie  a citizen  of  Grayson  county 
at  the  close  of  the  rebellion,  moving  there  from 
Jasper  county,  Alissouri.  From  his  boyhood 
he  resided  in  the  latter  state  and  there  received 
a fair  edncati(>n  in  the  rural  schools.  He  joined 
the  great  throng  bound  for  the  gold  fields  of 
California  in  18  U),  crossing  the  plains,  as  was 
the  custom  rif  the  time,  and  engaging  in  min- 
ing on  the  coast  state.  His  tri|>  to  the  Eldor.ado 
can  be  said  to  ha\e  been  successful,  for  he 
gained  not  only  experience,  but  some  means, 
returning,  as  he  did.  with  several  thousand 
dcdlars  whidi  his  sluice  mining  brought  to  his 
accpmit.  He  returned  home  I)y  the  water  route 
and,  once  more  in  Jasper  county,  engaged  in 
handling  cattle  and  in  freigliting  goods.  Tlie 
w'ar  came  on  soon  afterward  and  he  joined  the 
Confederate  service  and  was  commissioned  an 
officer  witli  tlie  rank  of  major.  He  had  charge 
of  tlie  commissary  under  Gen.  Jo  Shelby,  whose 
friend  he  was,  and  continued  in  the  service  till 
the  end  of  the  war. 

At  oiu-e  upon  his  taking  np  civil  life  he  came 
to  Texas  and  entered  the  mercantile  business 
at  Bcniliam.  Later  he  was  identified  witli  War- 
ren in  a similar  capacity  and  after  an  experi- 
ence of  several  years  abandoned  that  life  and 
resumed  farming.  He  also  dealt  in  stock  and 
lie  cast  liis  lot  with  Clay  county  in  IS8I  that  hc 
miglit  have  more  room  and  more  freedom  for 
his  operations. 

James  11.  Dunn  was  born  near  Nashville, 
Tennessee,  December  0I,  18.31.  His  father  was 
William  Dunn,  in  early  life  a merchant  at 
Dunn’s  Cross  Roads,  near  Nashville,  and  later 
a farmer  and  breeder  of  fine  cattle  in  Jasper 
county.  Alissouri.  The  latter  w'as  born  in 
Alaryiand,  October  22.  1788,  married  Alary  II. 
Henderson,  of  Kentucky,  ami  died  in  Jasper 
county,  Alissouri.  His  tvife  was  born  F'ebriiary 
9,  1801.  Their  two  children  were  Jame.s  ami 
William,  the  latter  being  Ixirn  September  1, 
1839,  and  being  killed  while  servdug  in  the  Con- 
federate army  during  the  Civil  War. 

It  was  his  popularity  as  a citizen  and  ins 
honor  and  integrity  as  a man  that  prompted 
hi.s  choice  as  a public  .servant  in  Clay  county. 
He  was  not  by  nature  a seeker  after  public 
favors  l)ut  the  choice  to  fill  a vacancy  in  the 
comniissionership  of  tlie  first  district  fell  upon 
liim  and  he  accepted.  He  was  elected  a num- 
ber of  times,  as  a Democrat,  and  filled  the  office 
several  vears. 
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July  22,  Mr.  Dunu  was  married  in 

I iiavson  county.  Texas,  to  Miss  Dorthula  Hen- 
ry. born  ill  lildunt  county.  Tennessee,  and  a 
dau),diter  of  James  and  Nancy'  (Kinnie)  Henryy 
of  VirOiiia  and  'Tennessee,  respectiiely.  Mrs. 
Dunn  was  r>ne  of  nine  children,  but  three  of 
whom  survive,  viz. : Caroline  Camp,  of  Mon- 

tague county.  'Texas,  and  .\rthur  Henrv,  of 
OraA'son  county.  The  Henrys  came  to  Texas 
in  bsr);)  and  settled  in  Gray  son  county. 

Mr.  and  -Mrs.  Dunn  were  never  blessed  with 
children  but  reared  and  educated  a nephew, 
John  \\'.  Dunn,  now  in  < tklahoma,  'The  house- 
hold was  identified  with  the  Christian  church 
and  practiced  bible  teachings  in  their  daily  life. 
Mr.  Dunn  was  a gentleman  of  wide  informa- 
tion. read  the  St.  Louis  Republic  for  fifty  clears, 
was  kind  and  syinpathetic  toward  the  unfor- 
tunate. had  coinictions  and  expressed  them 
freely  ami  frankly  when  the  occasion  required. 
He  was  a Master  .Mason. 

TH(  )M,\S  D.  Il.MLE’S',  who  carries  on  agri- 
cultural pursuits  and  is  a descendant  of  one  of 
the  pioneer  families,  was  lx>rn  in  Itlississi|ipi, 
( tetober  30.  1857.  His  parents  were  Martin  and 
.Mary  1 Patton  1 P,ailev.  natives  of  Mississippi  and 
Teniies.see  respectively.  The  paternal  grand- 
father. M’illiam  Hailey,  was  a native  of  Georgia 
and  was  of  Irish  descent.  He  became  a leading 
farmer  of  his  localitv  and  traded  extensively  in 
st<xk.  He  removed  to  Mississippi  when  that  was 
a frontier  country  and  there  made  permanent 
settlement,  assisting  in  tlie  material  development 
of  the  community  and  in  the  w’ork  of  progress 
along  many  other  lines.  He  died  there  upon 
the  olil  family  homestead.  His  children  were: 
James.  William,  George,  iMartin,  Griffin,  .Mrs. 
.Mary  Perry,  and  Mrs.  Margery  W'ren. 

Martin  P.ailey  remained  under  the  parental 
roof  until  he  had  attained  his  majority,  when 
he  married  and’  began  farming  for  himself  in 
Mississippi,  de^a)tin^2  his  energies  to  the  tilling 
of  the  soil  until  ifk'n.  when  he  enlisted  in  the 
( onfederatc  service  as  a member  of  the  Twenty- 
eiydith  M issi^-iyijii  Cavalry,  continuing  with  that 
reynment  until  wounded  in -1864.  He  then  re- 
ceived an  honorable  discharge  and  returned 
home,  llis  conimaml  was  first  assigned  to  the 
''rniy  of  Mississippi  and  'Tennessee  and  he  par- 
ticijiated  in  many  skirmishes  and  important  bat- 
tles, including  the  campaign  and  siege  of  Vicks- 
biirt^.  He  was  in  all  of  the  engagements  in 
which  his  regiment  participated  until  1864,  when 
in  .'I  hot  -kirmish  he  siisrained  a bullet  wound 
tTirough  his  knee  in  making  a charge  on  the 


enemy.  The  regiment  had  been  dismounted  at 
that  time.  His  wound  rendered  him  unfit  for 
further  field  service  and  he  received  an  honor- 
able discharge,  returning  at  once  to  his  home. 
During  the  remainder  of  his  life  he  suffered  to 
a greater  or  less  extent  from  the  injury.  While 
at  the  front  his  company  w’as  detailed  to  act  as 
Home  Guard  on  account  of  bushwhackers  who 
infested  the  country  and  were  robbing,  stealing 
and  killing.  They-  saw  some  hard  service  in  rout- 
ing them,  hut  managed  to  keep  them  in  subjec- 
tion. 

Martin  Bailey  remained  at  his  old  home  in 
Mississippi  until  after  the  close  of  the  war,  when 
he  removed  to  another  part  of  that  state.  A 
year  later  he  made  his  way  to  the  Chickasaw 
Nation  in  Indian  Territory  and  then  to  Gray’son 
county.  Texas,  where  he  spent  three  years.  In 
1872  he  came  to  Montague  county,  settling  three 
miles  east  of  the  present  site  of  Saint  Jo,  where 
he  pre-emi)ted  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of 
land.  On  this  he  took  up  his  abode  and  made 
a start  at  farming  and  subsequently  he  added  to 
his  ]iossessions  until  he  owned  twelve  hundred 
acres  extending  east  from  Elm  creek  to  the 
Black waxie  lands.  He  first  erected  a temporary- 
cabin  but  later  hauled  logs  to  a sawmill,  had 
them  converted  into  lumber  and  thus  built  a 
Ixrttcr  house.  He  also  made  rails  for  fencing 
his  property  and  in  due  course  of  time  his  farm 
was  pro\’ing  a profitable  .source  of  income. 
When  he  arrived  in  the  county  but  little  farm- 
ing had  been  done,  but  he  demonstrated  the  pro- 
ductiveness of  the  soil  and  raised  good  crops, 
carrying  on  general  farming  and  also  handling 
stock.  The  Indians  had  already  largely  been 
driven  from  the  hx’ality  and  he  had  no  difficulty 
with  them  but  he  shared  with  others  in  many 
of  the  hardships  and  privations  of  pioneer  life 
and  contributed  his  full  measure  tOA'ard  the  im- 
l)rovemeiit  and  upbuilding  of  this  section  of  the 
state.  He  was  a .stanch  Democrat  and  while 
in  Mississipf)i  serv-ed  for  several  terms  as  con- 
stable and  for  two  terms  as  justice  of  the  peace. 
After  taking  up  his  abode  in  Texas  he  used  his 
inllucnce  toward  securing  good  men  for  office  but 
never  aspired  to  political  preferment.  He  *was 
a champion  of  right,  truth  and  justice,  and  his 
position  upon  any  question  of  im]X>rtance  was 
never  an  equivocal  one.  He  remained  upon  the 
old  homestead  until  his  death,  which  occurred 
February  26,  1900,  when  he  had  reached  a ripe 
old  age.  His  first  wife  died  in  Mississippi  wffen 
the  children  were  small.  She  was  a daughter  of 
Washburn  Patton,  a pioneer  settler  of  that 
state,  who  became  a prominent  farmer  there.  He 
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divided  his  attention  tx'twecn  hi.s  agricultural 
pursuits  and  his  work  as  a local  preacher  of  the 
Primitive  Baptist  church,  and  he  died  in  Missis- 
.sippi  in  1876,  His  children  were : Alary  and 
Sarah,  twins,  the  former  the  mother  of  our  sub- 
ject; Vina;  :uid  otlier  whose  names  are  forgot- 
ten. 

Alartin  and  Mary  ( Patton ) Bailey  became  the 
parents  of  four  children;  Flora  A.,  who  died  in 
childhood ; Thomas  D. ; Alartin  W.  O.,  a stock 
fanner  of  Alontague  county ; and  Sarah  E.,  the 
wife  of  J.  A.  Huffman.  The  mother,  Mrs. 
Baile}',  died  when  the  children  were  quite  Voting, 
after  which  the  father  made  various  removals 
and  finally  established  the  family  home  in  Mon- 
tague county,  Texas,  believing  that  his  children 
would  have  the  best  advantages  in  this  locality. 
When  in  Grayson  county  he  was  again  married, 
his  second  union  being  with  Mrs.  Mary  A.  Par- 
.sons,  a w’idow  and  a daugliter  of  George  Atha, 
a farmer,  who  came  to  Texas  but  had  not  chosen 
a permanent  location  at  the  time  of  his  death, 
w’hich  occurred  in  Montague  county.  His  chil- 
dren were;  Thomas;  Floyd;  Andrew;  and  Mary 
A.,  who  became  the  wife  of  iMartin  Bailey. 

Thoriias  D.  Bailey,  whose  name  introduces 
this  sketcli,  was  born  in  Mississippi  and  accom- 
panied his  father  on  his  various  removals.  He 
was  reared  to  manhood  and  pioneer  surroundings 
and  assisted  hi.s  father  in  the  arduous  task  of 
improving  and  developing  a farm  and  maintain- 
ing a home.  He  had  much  care  of  the  stock  and 
he  remained  under  the  parental  roof  until  he  had 
attained  his  majority.  He  then  learned  the  black- 
smith's trade,  which  he  followed  for  fourteen 
consecutive  years,  after  wdhch  he  began  working 
at  the  tinner's  trade  and  as  a gun  repairer.  He 
conducted  a shop  of  his  owm  for  about  six  years, 
after  which  he  engaged  in  general  merchandis- 
ing, continuing  the  business  for  five  years,  being 
all  this  time  located  at  Saint  Jo.  He  is  a natural 
mechanic  and  can  work  well  in  wood,  iron  or  in 
other  ways.  He  has  likewise  done  carpenter 
work  but  in  more  recent  years  has  given  his  un- 
divided attention  to  farming.  He  was  married 
in  1885  settled  upon  the  farm  where 

he  yet  resides,  it  being  a portion  of  his  father’s 
old  homestead.  He  bought  the  interests  of  the 
other  heirs  and  now  owns  three  hundred  and 
forty-four  acres  of  land  all  under  fence.  There 
is  a .good  house  and  outbuildings  upon  the  place, 
which  is  pleasantly  located  three  miles  southeast 
of  Saint  jo.  He  has  eighty'  acres  of  land  planted 
to  diversified  crops  and  he  raises  some  stock. 
His  efforts  have  been  attended  with  a gratifying 
measure  of  success. 


In  his  political  views  Mr.  Baihw  is  a stanch 
Democrat,  doing  all  in  his  i>owcr  to  promote  the 
grow’th  and  insure  the  success  of  his  party.  He 
has  served  as  marshal  of  Saint  Jo  for  two  terms, 
also  as  justice  of  the  peace  for  two  terms,  and  he 
belongs  to  Saint  Jo  Lodge.  A.  F.  & A.  M.  The 
various  duties  that  have  devolved  upon  him 
have  been  faithfully  performed  and  he  is  ever 
true  and  loyal  to  a public  trust. 

Mr.  Bailey  was  married  in  1885  to  Miss  Mar- 
garet Phillips,  who  was  horn  in  Franklin  county, 
Illinois,  .April  11,  1865,  a daughter  of  the  Rev, 
J.  H.  and  .Margaret  ( Dev)  Phillips,  both  natives 
of  Aleigs  county,  Tennessee,  wdiere  they  were 
married.  The  paternal  grandfather,  Robert  Phil- 
lips, likewise  a native  of  Tennessee,  removed  to 
[Missouri,  where  he  becrune  the  owner  of  valu- 
able property.  He  belonged  to  the  [Missionary 
Baptist  church.  In  his  family  were  nine  chil- 
dren: John,  of  the  Indian  Territory;  Robert,  of 
California;  George;  William;  James  II.;  Airs. 
Elizabeth  [\loore;  Airs.  .Martha  Iloyd ; Airs.  Julia 
Walker;  and  Airs,  Alyra  Hemphill. 

Janies  H.  Phillips  was  reared  and  married  in 
Tennessee  and  afterward  removed  to  Illinois, 
.settling  in  Franklin  county,  where  he  bought  land 
and  improved  a farm,  making  his  home  thereon 
until  1871.  when  he  sold  out  and  with  team  and 
wagon  came  to  Te.xas,  settling  first  at  Whitesboro. 
.After  eighteen  months,  however,  he  removed  to 
Saint  Jo.  Alontague  county  , in  1873,  and  for  two 
years  conducted  a hotel  here.  He  then  bought 
land  and  improved  a farm,  A minister  of  the 
Baptist  church,  he  traveled  tlirough  the  state 
doing  missionary  work  and  was  well  received 
wherever  he  delivered  his  gospel  mes.sa.ge.  How- 
ever, there  was  a large  rough  element  in  the 
state  at  that  time,  a.s  there  alwavs  is  in  a pioneer 
di.strict  and  often  pistols  had  to  be  exhibited  for 
protertion.  He  was  the  first  minister  in  many' 
localities  and  he  assisted  largely  in  the  moral 
development  of  western  Te.xas,  making  many' 
per.sonal  sacrifices  for  the  gCKjd  of  the  cause  and 
the  benefit  of  his  fellowmen.  In  later  years 
he  sold  his  farm  and  engaged  in  general  mer- 
chandising at  .Saint  Jo  for  some  time.  There  he 
retired  from  active  business  life  and  made  his 
home  at  that  place  until  his  death  in  Alay,  1901. 
He  was  a stanch  Democrat,  was  a social,  genial 
companion,  a kindly  neighbor  and  a faithful 
Christian  gentleni.an.  He  was  abso  a worthy 
member  of  the  Alasonic  fraternity  , His  wife  vet 
survives  him  and  resides  at  the  home.stead  in 
Saint  Jo.  She,  too,  is  a dcvoteil  member  of  the 
Baptist  church.  She  was  born  in  Surrv  county. 
North  Carolina.  Septemlx'r  4.  1827.  a daughter 
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of  aii<l  Mar\  ( Ala<;tcrf  ) Dcy,  who  were 

uatives  of  North  (.'arolina.  where  her  father 
NiKeet-'tully  carried  on  freneral  farming,  remain- 
ing tlu.re  until  hi?  ileath  in  1S30.  His  widow, 
a.fterward  rcmove<I  witli  her  family  to  Tennes- 
>ee  and  later  to  Illinois,  where  she  died.  In  an 
t.arly  da_v  Moses  Dc\  was  an  officer  in  the  mili- 
tia of  North  ("arolina  and  w as  also  a [ireticher 
>,f  the  Mis>ion;iiy  Baptist  diitrch.  He  had  the 
ii.ilowing  daitghter> ; Betsey,  the  wife  of  J. 
Iherce:  Nanc'',  the  wnfe  of  \\  tlliam  I’lerce;  Lena, 
who  hernine  .Mrs,  Ram.'-e}';  Katie,  the  wife  of 
B.  Pierce;  Salt},  who  married  T.  AlcColluni; 
.Margaret,  the  wife  of  J.  11.  I'hilh|js;  and  Mary 
|.,  tlie  wife  (jt  T.  Mi’ore.  In  the  Masler.s  faniih 
were  nine  s-ms  aiiil  daughters:  Nicliolas,  fames, 
\\  illitim,  John.  Betsy,  .Anna,  Susie,  .Mart-  ami 
.''arah.  'The  brothers  arn]  .sisters  of  Abases  Dey 
were:  .Aaron,  Elijah  tniii  Mr?.  I’eggy  ’I'liainjisoii. 

In  llu;  I'hillips  faniih , to  w liieli  Airs.  Bailey 
helongs,  liiere  were  twelte  children  : Mrs,  Nancy 
I’tirr,  who  died  at  \\  hitcslioro,  Texas;  James 
.'d.,  of  .s.-iint  Jo;  Ro!  crt.  wlio  is  living  in  Illinois; 
Mrs.  Mary  .Moss,  of  Saint  Jo;  Alartha  and  Sarah, 
who  died  in  childhood;  V\  illiam  ,A.  and  George 
W-.  both  of  Saint  Jo;  Alargaret,  the  wife  of 
our  sul.icct:  T.IIen  ; Mrs.  l..,eoiia  A.  Ross;  and 
Mrs.  Julia  \ANlic. 

I’lito  .Mr.  and  Airs.  P,aile>  have  been  born  four 
children;  Nora,  horn  Septemher  23,  t88,S:  W'ab- 
ter.  Deccinher  S.  iSfjt  ; .Martin.  .August  IQ.  i8<)4; 
■uid  Paul.  N-.weiiibcr  11.  1807. 

K.  \V,  (,  I...ARK,  The  vast  stretch  ot  country 
known  a.-  western  I'c.vas,  with  it.s  varied  resemr- 
eev.  it>  liills.  it?  vales  and  rolling  firairie  covered 
with  a lu.vuriaiit  growth  of  natui-al  gnts.s.  lias 
l■ce!i  llu-  seeiK-  of  many  eventful  life  histories, 
A'ear.s  ago  henU  of  luiffaloos  roamed  over  tlie 
district,  also  nil,;!  horses,  and  then  came  the  van- 
guard of  civilisation  as  represented  hy  the  car- 
ile-raiscrs.  who  ted  their  herds  upon  the  plains 
lierc  Alany  rif  these  men  came  to  tlie  west 
witlenn  capital,  hut  th.rough  the  ulilizaii.m  of 
the  natural  resources  of  the  stale  worked  their 
wav  Sleadily  npwuird  from  n humble  financial 
peoitioii  to  Cine  "f  affluence.  AInny  of  the  most 
promineni  live  stock  men  of  .America  arc  ropre- 
^ent.itivLs  of  this  class.  Tfiev  were  indeed  tlie 
.irchitecis  and  builder.?,  of  their  own  fortunes. 
Many  <:>f  ihese  nieii  have  become  aeknovv ledgcvl 
leaders  in  Inisiness  and  jniblie  life  and,  alth<iugh 
witboiit  the  advrnitages  of  sc1kh>1  training,  iiavc 
gained  ibcir  education  on  tin-  boundless  prairies 
under  the  si:u-lit  ?ky,  dcvelo])ing  tbeir  powers 


thrciugh  their  cttorls  to  overcome  tlie  obstacles 
and  difticulties  that  confronted  them.  To  these 
nu  n rightly  belongs  an  honor  which  cannot  be 
elaimccl  by  a generation  reared  amidst  tlie  ad- 
vantages ami  opportunities  of  tbc  later  times 
anil  this  class  of  men  finds  a worthy  represen- 
tative in  E.  \\'.  Clark, 

His  father.  \V.  T.  T lark,  was  a native  of  Alis- 
.si^sippi,  and  was  married  to  Aiiss  Alartha  Car- 
rington. a native  of  A'irginia.  The  marriage 
was  celebrated  in  the  former  state,  and  in  1837 
ihev  removed  to  Te.xas,  settling  in  Denton 
counlv.  There  they  continued  to  make  their 
lunmu  Air.  Clark  following  the  oeeui>ation  of 
farming  and  stock- raising.  The  wife  and  mother 
died  about  t866.  hut  Air.  Clark  long  survived 
her  and  passed  away  in  .April,  1897.  They 
reared  a family  of  seven  children,  four  sons  and 
three  daughters. 

Eugene  W alter  Clark  is  a native  of  Te.xas. 
having  been  born  in  Denton  comity  on  the  ibth 
of  June.  18T0.  He  made  his  home  with  his  par- 
ent? up  to  the  age  of  fifteen  years,  when  he 
w ent  to  AViung  county,  'Texas,  and  there  began 
business  for  hinuself,  working  on  a ranch  for 
wages.  In  1884  I’c  mavie  his  way  to  Now  Alex- 
ico,  where  he  entered  the  cmplov  of  John  Chi- 
suiii,  tending  his  liercl  of  catth . He  remained 
with  him  for  three  vear.s,  his  time  being  spent 
[irmlv  in  .New  Ale.xieo  and  partly  in  Benson, 
Arizona.  In  1887  Mr.  Clark  purchased  some 
cattle  and  embarked  in  business  for  himself. 
He  moved  his  herd  on  to  the  open  range  in 
Texas  on  the  line  between  ilii.s  state  and  New 
Mexico  and  while  hervling  his  eattle  there  their 
iinniher  was  largely  increased  and  he  continued 
in  the  Inisiness  until  T<iOO,  vvlieii  he  sold  the 
stock  to  A.  B.  Robertson,  of  Colorado,  Texas, 
ami  AA’infield  Scott,  of  Fort  Wkirtli.  The  fol- 
lowing year  he  entered  into  a contract  with 
AA'.  E.  Connell  and  John  Scarborough,  of  Fort 
Worth,  whereby  these  parties  purchased  the 
famous  O S ranch  in  Garza  county,  Texas, 
consisting  of  seventy-four  thousand  acres  of 
]>atcnted  laml  and  about  tvvenU  thousand  acres 
of  leased  land,  the  same  being  one  of  the  largest 
ranches  in  the  country.  He  stocked  it  with 
I Icreford  and  Durham  cattle  of  high  grades  and 
in  the  conduct  of  the  enterprise  met  with  grati- 
fying success.  Air.  Clark  lias  had  a varied  e.x- 
pericncc  on  the  westeni  frontier  with  all  its 
vicissitudes  of  the  cow  camp,  the  cattle  trail,  the 
riding  lines  and  the  general  round  uj).  He  has 
traveled  the  trail  cx'tensively  all  through  the 
eouiurv  from  Texas  to  the  Dakotas  and  as  far 
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west  as  New  Mexico  and  Arizona  and  i.s  entirely 
familiar  with  all  of  the  experiences  which  con- 
stitute the  life  of  the  cowboy  and  the  cattle  man. 

Mr.  Clark  was  married  on  Christmas  day  in 
i8Q5  to  Miss  Lillie  McCormick,  of  Texarkana, 
Texas,  a daughter  of  F.  F.  McCormick,  one  of 
the  early  settlers  of  this  state  and  a well  known 
business  man  of  tliat  city.  IMrs.  Clark  was  horn 
in  ^Mississippi,  hut  was  brought  to  tliis  state  by 
her  parents  when  a small  child.  TIkw  have  one 
daughter,  Mona. 

-Mr.  Clark  has  been  a member  of  the  Knights 
of  Pythias  fraternity  for  about  fifteen  years, 
having  joined  the  order  in  iilldlaud.  Te.xas, 
where  he  holds  his  memher.ship  at  the  present 
time,  haviiyg  made  his  home  there  for  about 
five  years  after  his  marriage.  He  is  a typical 
stockman,  having  spent  the  greater  part  of  his 
life  in  the  west.  In  addition  to  his  being  part 
owner  of  the  O S ranch  in  Carza  county , he  is 
also  its  business  manager  and  has  conducted  it 
in  a i)rofitable  manner.  At  the  organization  oi 
the  Snyder  National  Bank,  of  Snyder.  Texas, 
in  the  spring  of  1905,  he  subscribed  for  a con- 
siderable portion  of  its  stock,  is  one  of  its  direc- 
tors, and  also  the  vice-president  of  the  institu- 
tion. He  has  taken  great  interc.st  in  the  man- 
agement of  the  bank  and  shows  considerable 
ability  as  a financier  as  well  as  stockman.  He 
i.s  one  of  the  representative  men  of  western 
'Fexas,  watchful  of  business  opportunities,  alert 
and  enterprising,  and  in  his  utilization  of  tlie 
advantage.s  that  come  to  all  he  has  made  for 
himselt  a creditable  place  and  honored  name. 

GEORGE  WARFIELD  IILXT.  The  ven- 
erable and  cultured  gentleman  who  manages 
‘'Drummond  Farm'’  in  Young  county  and 
whose  distinguished  personality  renders  him 
one  of  the  conspicuous  figures  of  its  present- 
day'  citizenship  is  the  person  whose  name  ini- 
tiates this  review.  Although  without  historic 
interest  as  a pioneer  of  the  countv,  his  life  rec- 
ord possesses  an  attraction  for  its  vicissitudes 
and  its  history'  making  incidents,  and  for  the 
memories  which  naturally  cluster  about  a scion 
of  an  ancient  American  family'. 

Mr.  Hunt’s  Imsiness  relation  to  Young  coun- 
ty associates  him  with  one  of  llie  chief  enter- 
prises of  the  county,  Drummond  Farm.  Ly- 
ing along  the  west  shore  of  the  Brazos  and  ex- 
tending back  into  the  interior  for  several  miles 
is  a rolling  and  semi-mountainous  stretch 
known  as  Drummond  Farm.  Its  name  perpet- 
uates that  of  the  W'orthy  father  of  its  founder 


and  owmer  and  is  ever  suggestive  <d  associa- 
tion.s  which  lie  close  to  the  hearts  of  the  two 
men  whose  mind  and  means  have  made  its  af- 
fairs a success.  The  ranch  embraces  five  thou- 
.saml  acres  and  was  e.stabli.shed  by  CDl.  J’.  I!. 
Hunt,  of  Dallas,  for  the  breeding  of  Shetland 
pi)iiies.  After  a fe-w  years  pony  culture  was 
abaiidouevl  and  the  ranch  was  converted  into 
a registered  Short  Horn  breeding  ground,  and 
this  industry,  along  with  that  of  the  growing 
of  feed-stii ifs  for  its  maintenance,  cotistitute.s 
the  business  of  Drummond  I'anii  and  indicate.s 
the  substantial  activities  under  its  manager^ 
control  and  suggests  its  ])art  in  the  develop- 
ment of  the  county . 

In  I6st!  Gec)rgc  V\  . Hunt  accrinijcuiied  hi> 
brother  to  Young  county  , 1 exas,  i<i  a^Minie  his 
share  in  the  -^hailing  <vf  matier>  011  the  rancli 
’which  the  latter  vva^  opening  and  aftervvai<l 
called  Drummond  Farm.  IXliile  the  brother. 
Col.  Hunt,  has  pas.sed  some  time  (,»n  the  ranch, 
personally  associated  with  its  affairs,  he  ha,~ 
been  chietly  concerned  with  official  duties  of  a 
responsible  character,  as  internal  revenue  ci.d- 
lectur  of  the  iK.jrtheni  district  of  Texa.s  and, 
in  years  prior,  as  I'liited  .Btate.s  marshal  <if  the 
.same,  and  tci  the  manageiiicnt  of  liec'rge  W., 
our  .“-ubject,  Dnimnir'iid  Farm  lias  ever  been 
coiiimiited.  The  lirothers  came  hither  fruin 
Fort  .'sill,  Indian  Territory,  where  Gd.  Hunt 
was  agent  of  the  Kiowa  and  Comanche  Indians 
from  l.sT?  and  where  George  \\  . was  first  agen- 
cy fanner  and  then  for  several  years  in  charge 
of  the  agency  sch<)ols.  The  latter  accompanied 
his  bi'othcr  to  ihe  Territory  fn.iin  Fayette  coun- 
ty. Kentucky  , w here  he  was  lioru  July  11,  1834. 
Ill  point  of  settlement  the  family  was  an  old 
one  ill  that  county,  it  having  been  founded  by 
(k'orge  limit,  oui'  .subjecths  grandfather,  in 
IFH.  The  latter  was  horn  in  hlonmouth  coun- 
ty'. New  Jersey,  and  w as  a son  of  Col.  Jonathan 
limit  of  Revolutionary  times  and  of  Kriglish 
stock.  John  Hunt  was  the  English  ancestor 
to  establish  this  family  on  Vmcrican  soil  and 
he  sought  the  shores  of  the  new  world  during 
the  period  of  colonizatiruv  in  the  seventeenth 
century. 

George  Hunt,  Sr.,  married  Catherine  Drum- 
mond,  who  died  in  171^1,  leaving  an  only  child, 
Drummond,  who  was  horn  in  that  year  and 
who  acconpianied  his  faiher  to  the  Uien  frontier 
state  of  Kentucky.  In  that  state  the  father  re- 
married and  two  sons.  Gordon  and  Jrihn.  were 
the  result  of  tlie  union. 

Drummond  Hunt  grew  up  where  his  father 
established  their  early  home  and  acejuired  his 
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education  in  the  old  sub.scription  schools.  He 
became  a hiiij  in  ]K>litics,  k-new  the  jiarty’.s 
leader.  Henry  Clay,  and  was  his  warm  personal 
friend,  lie  made  a succe.s.s  of  the  farm  and  re- 
tired at  an  adt  anced  age  to  the  enjoyment  of 
his  years  of  succe.ssftil  agricultural  effort.  He 
followed  the  big  part}-  into  the  Rejuiblican 
parte  in  Iti-it!  and.  upon  the  isstte.s  of  the  war, 
liis  sentiments  were  pronouncedly  with  his 
country  and  its  llag.  ( )f  his  four  sons,  two 
cntereil  the  Federal  army  and  two  the  Confed- 
erate and  all  cast  their  future  on  the  fortunes 
of  war.  He  was  a iy[)ic.al  gentleman  of  the  old  in- 
tellectual -school,  of  splendid  physi<]uc  and  .strong 
and  active  mind  and  to  the  last  day'  his  mental  ac- 
tion was  as  clear  and  reliable  as  in  the  vigor 
of  life.  Perhaps  no  man  of  his  station  was 
more  widely  known  in  Fayette  county'  than  he. 
He  passed  away  in  188!),  surviving  his  wife 
forty-seven  years. 

( )n  his  maternal  side  our  subject  is  dc.scended 
from  the  Ilurges.ses.  his  mother,  Catherine 
Burge.ss,  having  been  a granddaughter  of  Wil- 
liam Burgess,  who  commanded  Mary'land 
treops  during  the  latter  ]>art  of  the  seventeenth 
century.  \\’illiam  Burgess  was  from  Anne  Ar- 
undel county.  .Maryland.  The  family  was 
founded  in  Kentucky  in  IBHi  where  Philemon 
Burgess,  the  father  of  Catherine  (Burgess) 

I hint,  was  its  recognized  pioneer  head.  Drum- 
mond and  (Catherine  Hunt  were  the  parents 
of  Ccorgc  W..  of  this  notice;  Mary,  deceased, 
wife  of  br.  Lewi.s  Craig,  of  Plainfield,  New  jer- 
^^ev ; C ol.  I’hilemon  B..  of  Dallas;  Albert  G., 
oi  Dallas;  and  Drummond,  who  was  killed  in 
tlte  -Misvionarv  Ridge  fight  while  a soldier  in 
the  I’nion  army. 

George  Warfield  Hunt  came  to  maturity'  on 
his  father's  Kentucky  farm  and  aetpured  his 
education  in  Georgetown  ('ollege.  He  chose 
the  jirofesskm  of  law  atid  read  with  the  firm 
of  John  C.  Breckenridge  and  James  Beck  in 
Lexington  where  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar 
and  ]>racticed  law  for  a time  before  the  war. 
Ilt.s  health  failing  he  went  to  .\rkansas  and 
took  charge  iff  a idantation  of  his  father's  and 
w .as  there  w hen  the  cotifiict  opened.  He  did  not 
hesitate  to  cast  his  fortunes  with  the  south  and 
mili.sted  at  Greenville.  Mis.-issippi,  in  the  Twen- 
tv-eighth  Infantrt'  as  a private  in  Cajit.  Black- 
well's company  atnl  after  >er\  ing  some  months 
was  iraioferreil.  in  l.''(it',  to  Gen.  Morgan's  com- 
m:md.  tlu  n ].>u‘])aring  to  cross  the  river  into 
( Uiio.  Before  he  started,  the  Confederate  gov- 
ernment learned  of  Morgan's  capture  and  emr 
subject  was  ordered  to  report  to  Clen.  Joe 


\\  heeler  and  he  look  part  in  the  Thompson’s 
Station  and  Missionary  Ridge  battles.  Join- 
ing Gen.  Morgan,  eventually,  he  was  made 
first  lieutenant  of  his  company  and  was  ]daced 
on  the  staff  of  Gen.  Basil  Duke  with  the  rank 
of  adjutant.  The  command  passed  about  over 
the  states  of  Kentucky,  Tennessee  and  West 
\'irginia  while  the  war  was  in  progress  and 
when  Lee  surrendered  the  Fifth  Kentucky  or, 
lierhaps,  Gen.  Duke’s  command,  left  Char- 
lottsville.  North  Carolina,  and  joined  Jeff 
Davis’s  party',  making  its  escape  from  the  Fed- 
eral authorities,  guarding  him  to  Washington, 
Georgia,  where  the  Confederate  president  ad- 
vised them  to  report  for  parole  anrl  permit  him 
to  continue  his  flight  alone  and  with  less  dan- 
ger of  capture.  At  Augusta,  Georgia,  jMr.  Hunt 
was  paroled. 

Resuming  civil  pursuits  Mr.  Hunt  joined 
his  brothers  at  their  old  home  in  the  breeding 
of  blooded  horses,  under  the  firm  of  Hunt  Bros., 
and  was  connected  with  this  industry'  until 
1878.  when  he  joined  Col.  Hunt,  his  brotlier, 
for  service  among  the  Indians  in  the  Territory, 
as  previously^  narrated. 

Until  recent  years  jMr.  Hunt  was  a Democrat 
and  as  such  he  was  elected  county'  commission- 
er of  Young  county',  but  when  his  term  was 
nearing  a close  Democracy  split  and  he  allied 
himself  w'ith  the  gold  remnant  of  it  and,  while 
he  tvas  urged  to  stand  for  re-election,  he  de- 
clined, knowing  the  power  of  the  free  silver  sen- 
timent in  the  county.  From  a gold  Democrat 
to  a McKinley'  Republican  W’as  only  a step  and 
he  took  it  in  1806  and  supported  the  lamented 
chieftain  for  president.  He  cast  a second  bal- 
lot for  Mr.  McKinley,  and  in  1904  gave  Roosevelt 
his  vote  for  the  greatest  ,\merican  office. 

All  his  life  Mr.  Hunt  ha.>  been  a .soldier  of  the 
cross,  ^\’hen  he  came  among  the  Drummond 
settlements  he  was  an  Episcopalian  but  in  the 
ah.^ence  of  the  church  of  his  choice  he  united 
w ith  the  Methodists  and  for  many'  y'cars  taught 
the  bible  class  in  the  Miller’s  Bend  Sabbath 
school,  serving  for  a time  as  superintendent  of 
the  school,  lie  is  a lover  of  good  books  and  has 
his  table  covered  with  papers,  magazines  and 
other  periodicals.  He  is  e.specially  fond  of  bi- 
ographv  and  has  acciuainted  himself  with  most 
of  the  standard  authors  of  fiction.  His  gentle- 
ness. his  tender  sy'inpathy*.  his  bright  and  active 
mind  and  his  moral  rectitude  especially  fitted 
him  for  the  duties  and  re.sponsibilities  of  a fath- 
er but  he  has  [lassed  through  life  a celibate 
and  all  his  friend.s  know  him  and  revere  him  as 
“Uncle  (n'orge.” 
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DR.  A.  O.  SCARBOROUGH,  .successfully 
engaged  in  the  practice  of  medicine  and  surgery 
in  Snyder,  is  a grandson  of  li'vin  Scarborough, 
who  spent  the  greater  part  of  his  life  in  Louisi- 
ana. but  died  in  Coryell  county,  Texas.  In  his 
family  there  were  six  sons:  Mathias,  Josiah, 
James  W.,  Andrew  J.,  George  \V.  and  John  B., 
all  of  whom  are  now  deceased.  There  were 
also  several  daughters.  The  descendants  of  the 
famil)-  are  somewhat  scattered  <wer  the  country, 
although  a large  number  are  residents  of  Louis- 
iana and  Texas. 

Dr.  Scarborough  is  a .son  of  C.aptain  Andr.ew 
J.  Scarborough,  who  was  a veteran  of  the  Mex- 
ican war.  He  was  born  in  Mississippi,  whence 
he  removed  to  Louisiana,  remaining  there  for  a 
number  of  vears,  after  which  he  came  to  Texas 
in  1859,  settling  in  Dewitt  county.  There  he 
carried  on  business  as  a stock  farmer.  Through- 
out the  Civil  war  he  was  actively  connected  with 
the  Confederate  service  and  raised  a company- 
in  and  near  Gonzales,  of  which  company  he  was 
made  captain.  He  w-as  first  on  duty  in  the  west 
in  various  sections  of  Arizona  and  afterw-ard 
was  in  active  service,  participating  in  many 
campaigns  and  in  forty-seven  different  engage- 
ments. He  was  several  times  wounded  although 
not  seriously-.  His  last  years  w-ere  spent  in 
Snyder,  w-here  he  passed  away  on  Christmas 
day  of  1904,  in  the  seventy’-cighth  year  of  his 
age.  His  wife  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Miss 
E.  S.  Stell,  was  a native  of  Georgia  and  a daugh- 
ter of  E.  i\I.  Stell.  who  became  a prominent 
physician  pf  Gonzales,.  Texas.  He  was  also  a 
Ba[)tist  minister  and  engaged  in  tiie  practice  of 
medicine  and  in  preaching  the  gospel.  He  died 
in  Mount  Svlvan,  Smith  county,  Texas,  in  1875. 
His  eldest  son,  Jep  Stell,  was  a 7)rominent  law- 
yer of  Gonzales,  and  at  one  time  represented 
his  district  in  the  state  senate.  Mrs.  E.  S. 
.Scarlxirough  died  in  Smith  county.  Texas,  in 
1875,  at  the  age  of  forty  years.  She  was  the 
mother  of  seven  children,  four  sons  and  three 
daughters,  of  whom  A.  O.  Scarborougb  and  two 
daughters  are  still  living,  these  being  ^Irs.  R.  A. 
Austin,  of  Limlale,  Texas,  and  ^Irs.  John  A. 
Evans,  of  Trenton,  this  state. 

The  ancestral  history-  of  the  Scarborough 
family-  is  traced  back  to  a still  more  remote 
period,  the  family  having  at  one  time  been  resi- 
dents of  Scarborough  Castle  in  England.  Dr. 
Scarborough  f>f  this  review  was  born  in  Dewitt 
county,  Texas.  November  27,  i860,  and  spent 
his  boyhood  day-s  on  a farm  in  Smith  county- 
after  leaving  Gonzales,  where  he  had  remained 
during  the  period  of  the  Civil  w-ar.  He  received 


a common  school  education,  and  in  1882  came 
to  Snyder  with  his  father,  the  family  being-  the 
first  settlers  of  Scurry  county,  living  here  be- 
fore the  county  was  organized.  Dr.  Scarbor- 
ough opened  a drug  store  in  Snyder,  which  was 
the  first  establishment  of  this  kind  in  this  sec- 
tion of  the  country-,  and  his  father  at  the  same 
time  conducted  a hotel.  W.  H.  Sny<ler,  the 
founder  of  the  town,  had  formerly  kept  a little 
store  for  the  purpose  of  supplying  the  buffalo 
hunters  with  ammunition  and  other  things  need- 
ed by  them,  but  he  had  left  this  })lace  and  gone 
to  Colorado. 

Dr.  Scarborough  attended  his  first  medical 
lectures  at  Missouri  Medical  College  in  St. 
Louis  in  1884.  remaining  in  that  institution  until 
1886,  when  he  obtained  a certificate  and  en- 
tered upon  the  practice  of  medicine  in  Snyder. 
In  ]88(y  he  attended  the  Kentucky  .School  of 
Medicine,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in  the 
spring  of  i8ip.  In  1898-99  he  attended  the  New 
Vork  Polyclinic  Hospital,  of  which  he  is  also 
a graduate.  He  has  been  in  the  active  practice 
of  medicine  in  Snyder  since  1886,  and  is  a phy- 
sician of  marked  prominence  and  capability-, 
who  has  continuously  broadened  his  knowledge 
by  post-graduate  collegiate  work  and  also  by- 
private  reailing  and  investigation.  He  is  the 
first  man  that  introduced  and  ojK-rated  an  X- 
ray  machine  in  western  Texas  and  he  has  done 
a large  amount  of  surgical  work,  making  a spe- 
cialty of  practice  in  that  <lirection.  He  has  a 
comprehensive  and  accurate  knowledge  of  anat- 
omy and  the  component  parts  of  the  human 
body  and  a delicacy  and  precision  in  the  me- 
chanical work  in  this  part  of  the  profession  that 
makes  him  one  of  the  most  able  surgeons  of 
western  Texas.  He  is  frequently  called  in  con- 
sultation on  important  cases  to  the  adjoining 
counties  and  his  reputation  as  a skillerl  phvsi- 
cian  and  .surgeon  has  spread  throughout  the 
west.  He  is  medical  examiner  for  seventeen 
different  life  insurance  companies.  In  connec- 
tion with  his  professional  service  he  is  inter- 
ested in  stock  and  is  the  owner  of  the  famous 
( ) and  U ranch  in  Garza  and  Kent  counties, 
comprising  about  eight  thousand  acres  and 
stocked  with  Hereford  and  Durtiam  high  grade 
cattle.  This  is  one  of  the  finest  and  best  im- 
[iroved  ranches  in  western  Texas. 

On  the  26th  of  October,  1886,  Dr.  Scarbor- 
ough was  married  to  iMiss  Xamiie  Gooihvin,  a 
daughter  of  H.  A.  Goodwin,  of  Scurrv  county, 
and  they  now-  have  three  children:  lone.  Hugh 
J.  and  Enid.  Dr.  .Scarborough  belongs  to  the 
Baptist  church,  with  which  he  has  l>een  identi- 
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licii  Miicf  1883,  .111(1  lie  holds  nicinbership  rela- 
tioro  with  the  lMai.<,)iiii;  lixlge  at  Snyder  and  the 
Royal  Areh.  cha]>ier  at  Colorado.  Tc.\;is.  He  is 
an  intelligent  and  entertaining  conversatioiiali.<t 
and  a inati  of  plen.^ing  jiersonality.  whose  long 
re-'idenre  in  the  we,-.r  has  given  him  a wide  and 
varied  experienec.  He  ha.s  a fund  of  informa- 
tion e..nrerning  this  part  of  the  country  and  the 
reminiscences  which  he  sometimes  narrates  are 
interesting  t(i  liis  luxtrers  to  a marked  degree, 
lie  is  a great  loeer  of  goo'l  stock  and  since  bc- 
ctnitig  connected  with  the  stock  raising  Inisi 
ness  has  given  to  it  a largo  share  i;)f  hi.s  atten- 
tion. with  the  result  that  he  is  now  recognized 
as  a ^ucce-ssful  representatit  e of  ihi.s  industrv 
as  Well  as  of  his  chi.isen  profession. 

T.  j,  l'.,\L(Hn',  a iirominent  reiiresentat ive 
of  the  cattle  interests  of  Texas  and  the  owner  of 
an  exti’ti.-ivi:  ranch,  was  horn  ,\pnl  2J.  1847, 
Ixentucks,  iiis  hirlh-place  lieing  near  the  honii- 
dary  line  of  W’avne  and  .Henr_\  comities.  His 
latlief  w;i'  I'.liiah  1 :iiight.  a native  of  Indiana, 
wlio  when  a \onng  man  removed  from  that 
st.ate  to  k(nti.ick\'.  He  was  marrieil  there  to 
Miss  Sara!)  I’ayton.  a native  of  the  Flue  firass 
'late,  and  in  the  f.'dl  isf  1840  Elijah  ) anght  re- 
moved his  family  to  Aiissoitri,  settling  in  Alacon 
County,  where  he  continued  to  make  his  h(.mie 
uji  to  tlie  time  of  his  death,  which  occurred 
alratt  181)5.  rhrough'.ui  liis  entire  life  he  fol- 
lowed tile  occu);ation  of  fanning.  His  wife 
passe<l  away  altom  1886.  In  their  family  were 
1 iglu  children,  scveti  sons  and  a daughter, 
namelv:  I’rlscilla,  deceased;  Henry  A.,  a rcsi- 
(k  iit  of  Alacon  county,  AlissOuri;  W , L.,  of  the 
sanu  oHinly;  Thomas  J,,  of  this  review;  Cor- 
ilon  t'.,  of  .'dacoii  counU  . lames  T .;  Ii'hii  L.; 
;tnd  Tlijali.  The  srms  all  resi.le  in  Alacon  comi- 
ty will)  ll;c  exce|ii!on  of  our  suhject. 

Th..mas  Jefferson  lomight  was  le.'.s  titan  two 
'(■ars  of  ;ige  wheii  liis  jiaiems  removed  to  Alis- 
s<  tin.  IK  was  reared  on  his  father’s  farm  until 
In  w;is  liftit  n years  01  age  an<l  his  first  triji, 
away  from  home  was  to  Hancock  county,  Illi- 
nois, where  he  engaged  In  feeding  cattle  for 
Tiunnas  I'ool,  wlio.se  hcuie  w-a.s  in  Al.acon  coun- 
t\.  Aiis.souri,  hm  who  hai.1  stock  intei'csls  in  the 
lormer  stale.  Air,  i'aught  remaincil  there  for 
;diout  six  months  ainl  liis  next  trip  was  on  a 
'.  isit  to  ( 'aiiada.  wliere  he  remained  for  about 
tlircc  months,  h’oltowiug  his  return  to  Alis- 
'“iir!.  he  want  to  Nebraska  City.  Nebraska, 
".here  he  en.gtiged  m freighting  as  :i  teamster, 
hauling  i'reiglit  fr.  >m  Nebraska  C'ity  to  Denver, 
t ('lorado.  I lu  re  he  eng.aged  with  a man  by 


tlie  name  of  Simpson,  who  had  several  wagons 
or  outhts  in  the  freighting  Imsines.s,  and  he 
worked  his  way  upward  from  night  herder  of 
the  stoek  to  a tiosition  of  driver  of  the  lead 
team  in  the  ]>roee.ssion.  There  was  another  out- 
fit in  the  business  owned  by  W.  S.  Coburn  and 
Air.  Samuel  Tate,  who  was  boss  of  the  expedi- 
tion. Air.  Simpson  reeoinmended  Air.  Faught 
to  t'oburn  as  being  a trustworthy  hand  and  the 
last  named  engaged  Air.  Faught  as  boss  of  his 
trains.  The  wagoits  were  drawn  by  oxen  and 
our  suhj'eet  eoiitimicd  in  charge  for  eighteen 
inouth.s,  accepting  the  jiositioii  when  little  more 
than  seventeen  years  oi  age,  being  the  young- 
est man  in  the  outfit  and  having  twenty-four 
men  under  his  charge.  He  was  called  the  “hoy 
hoss.’’  Later  he  was  boss  of  :i  similar  outfit 
owuetl  by  Hank  Smith,  and  he  remained  in  the 
business  altogether  for  five  year.s,  from  1864 
until  186).  These  trips  were  made  through  a 
wild  and  utiliroken  country  in  which  there  were 
no  railroaths  and  tlie  Indians  were  seen  in  con- 
siderable numbers.  C)n  one  occasion  Air. 
Faught  was  iti  an  encounter  with  the  Indians 
two  miles  below  the  Chicago  ranch  on  the 
South  Platte  river  and  wa.s  iti  another  engage- 
uieiit  with  the  red  men  at  .Sjiring  Hill  ranch, 
also  on  the  South  Platte,  and  in  each  oi  these 
engagement-,  three  Indians  were  killed.  He 
was  akso  in  the  Indian  fight  near  Chimnev  Rock 
either  in  Wyoming  or  Dakota,  which  was  the 
most  exicting  encounter  he  had  with  the  sav- 
ages. On  this  occa.sion  he  had  thirteen  bullet 
holes  ill  hi'  blue  government  overcoat,  but  none 
of  the  bullets  jiiereed  his  body.  This  happened 
while  lie  was  riding  along  oil  tlie  back  of  a mule 
\vliilo  the  party  were  hunting  their  horses  and 
cattle  which  the  Indians  had  stolen  from  them 
the  itight  heft  ire.  Air.  Faught  did  not  see  the 
red  men  until  he  was  close  upon  them  ami  they 
nmnhered  two  hundred  warriors  in  their  hand. 
They  allowed  him  to  get  up  among  them  before 
tliey  commenced  firing  on  him  and  they  be- 
lieved that  it  was  impossible  for  him  to  e.scape. 
Air.  Fanghl  says  that  it  wa.s  not  through  any 
bravary  on  hi.,  part  that  he  was  not  killed,  hut 
that  it  was  a matter  of  pure  Kick  that  enabled 
him  to  get  aw.ay  safely  from  their  reach. 

In  18(19  I'c  arrived  in  Texas,  reaeliing  Pur- 
net  ("11  the  51I1  day  of  July  of  that  year.  In 
lluniet  eoimty  he  was  employ  ed  by  A.  R.  John- 
'On.  a blind  man.  wlni  owned  a ranch  on  which 
Air.  l aught  remained  for  seven  months.  He 
wa.s  engaged  to  niii  cattle  for  Air.  Johnson, 
with  whom  he  al.-o  owned  some  horses.  One 
night  in  the  spring  of  1871  a horse  thief  stole 
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one  of  the  horses  and  made  away  with  it.  The 
next  morning  Mr.  Faught  missed  the  horse 
from  the  pasture  and  started  in  pursuit.  After 
traveling  about  forty-five  miles  he  came  up  with 
the  thief  twelve  miles  above  Lampasas  in  the 
Gatesville  road.  There  a duel  ensued,  in  which 
Mr.  Faught  fired  seven  times  and  the  thief  four 
times.  This  was  in  a hot  cliase,  their  horses 
going  as  fast  as  they  could,  but  Mr..  Faught 
finally  captured  his  man  and  took  him  back, 
where  he  was  tried  and  convicted  and  sent,  to 
the  penitentiary  for  five  years,  being  the  first 
white  man  sentenced  from  Burnet  county.  ’ 

After  leaving  Mr.  Johnson’s  employ,  Mr. 
Faught  was  appointed  deputy  sheriff  under  R. 
W.  Cates  and  sensed  in  that  capacity  for  four 
years  and  eight  months.  He  was  afterward 
elected  sheriff  of  Burnet  county,  serving  two 
years,  and  on  the  expiration  of  his  term  of  of- 
fice he  refused  to  again  become  a candidate, 
although  his  connection  with  the  office  either  as 
sheriff  or  deputy  covered  fifteen  years.  During 
the  ia.st  seven  years  he  lived  there  he  was  en- 
gaged in  the  stock  business.  He  came  to  Scurry 
county  in  1883  and  has  made  his  home  here 
continuously^  since,  bringing  his  cattle  from 
Burnet  county  and  put  them  on  Ennis  creek, 
where  he  bought  a ranch,  living  thereon,  how- 
ever, for  only  a brief  period.  He  also  took  up 
a ranch  from  the  state,  improved  it  and  about 
four  y'ears  later  sold  it  to  William  Parsons.  The 
Ennis  ranch  was  sold  to  W.  Johnson.  Mr. 
Faught’s  present  ranch  consi.sts  of  twenty  sec- 
tions, which  he  owns  in  conjunction  with  Oz 
Smith,  situated  in  the  northeast  comer  of 
Scurry  county,  sixteen  miles  from  Snyder.  It 
is  stocked  with  high  grade  Hereford  and  Dur- 
ham cattle,  which  are  classed  with  the  best  cat- 
tle in  the  country.  On  the  2nd  of  April,  1885, 
he  was  appointed  sheriff  of  Scurry'  county  to  fill 
out  an  unexpired  term  and  was  after.w'ard  elect- 
ed three  times  to  the  office,  making  a service 
of  nearly  eight  years  in  that  capacity.  Since  his 
retirement  in  1893  he  has  given  his  undivided 
attention  to  the  stock  business,  in  w'hich  he  is 
meeting  with  splendid  success. 

On  the  nth  of  December,  1876,  Mr.  Faught 
was  married  to  Miss  Ophelia  E.  Sims,  a daugh- 
ter of  William  If.  Sims.  They  now  have  an 
adopted  daughter,  klattie  Molly  Faught,  who 
was  born  April  3,  1890.  Mr.  Faught  has  been 
a Mason  for  about  seventeen  years  and  has 
taken  the  Royal  Arch  degree,  his  membershiii 
being  in  the  lodge  and  chapter  at  Colorado, 
Texas.  He  has  had  an  eventful  career  as  he 
has  followed  the  trails  in  teaming  and  in  cattle 


raising,  and  is  familiar  with  all  of  the  varied  ex- 
periences wliich  make  up  the  history  of  such  a 
life.  As  the  years  have  gone  by  his  utilization 
of  opportunity'  has  brought  him  success  and  he 
is  now  a prominent  cattle  man  of  Texas. 

ROBERT  E.  SAWDON,  one  of  the  large 
farmers  of  Clay  county,  is  a gentleman  whose 
advent  to  the  vicinity  of  Thornberry  dates  from 
the  year  1893,  when  the  Illinois  colony  pur- 
chased and  took  possession  of  one  of  the  most 
beautiful  and  fertile  neighborhoods  of  the 
Wichita  and  Red  river  country.  The  following 
y'ear  he  purchased  a tract  thirteen  miles  north- 
east of  Wichita  Falls  and  undertook  the  initial 
work  of  preparing  him  a home.  His  first  pur- 
chase was  a half  interest  in  a half  section  but 
since  the  additions  to  his  holdings  have  been 
sufficient  to  make  his  estate  aggregate  eleven 
hundred  and  sixty  acres. 

The  quality'  of  the  soil  and  the  nature  of  the 
climate  adapts  the  locality'  where  Mr.  Sawdon 
resides  to  the  growing  of  small  grain.  All  the 
elements  are  present  necessary  to  the  produc- 
tion of  a bountiful  crop  annually',  and  with 
the  annual  rainfall  properly  distributed  through 
the  seasons  no  agricultural  zone  exists  surpass- 
ing it  in  profitable  results  to  labor.  Corn  and 
cotton  seenT  to  grow  and  prf)duce  as  abun- 
dantly here  as  elsewhere  and  with  the  planting 
of  a variety  of  cereals  and  other  products  Clay 
county'  lands  have  demonstrated  their  reliabili- 
ty' as  a farming  country'  as  satisfactorily'  as 
sections  in  the  .same  longittide  in  the  wheat 
belts  farther  north.  These  conditions  were 
fully'  considered  by  Mr.  Sawdon  and  his  pur- 
chase of  large  tracts  of  tliis  cheap  land  is  a 
result  of  w'ise  deliberation  ami  not  of  reckless 
speculation. 

Robert  E.  Saw'don  is  American  born  of  Eng- 
lish parents.  His  birth  occurred  in  J’ike  coun- 
ty, Illinois,  November  2,  1867.  His  father  was 
John  Sawdon,  a farmer,  who  died  in  1868,  at 
the  age  of  forty-one  y'cars.  After  his  death 
the  widowed  mother  returned  to  Yorkshire, 
F.ngland,  w'ith  her  family'  and  remained  there 
ten  y'ears,  then  bringing  them  again  to  Illinois 
and  locating  in  Pike  county.  ]\Irs.  Sawdon 
w'as  a lady'  of  English  birth,  her  maiden  name 
being  Mary  Breckon.  Her  five  children  were : 
Thomas  W..  of  Brown  county',  Illinois;  Lucy', 
who  died  young;  John  H.,  of  Pike  county', 
Illinois:  Francis  G.,  of  the  same  county';  and 
Rolx^rt  E.,  of  this  sketch.  In  1890  Mrs.  Sawdon 
died  at  her  old  home  in  Illinois,  aged  si.xty'- 
one  y'ears,  having  reared  her  small  family  to 
become  useful  and  honorable  men. 
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.Mr.  Sawilun  <'i  t)ii>  riutice  received  his  edu- 
cation ill  the  cuuntry  scliools.  At  alioiit  fifteen 
vear,>  cf  aj^e  he  began  life  as  a wage  worker  on 
a farm.  J le  left  the  maternal  roof  finally  when 
M'Uie  \ ear>  jia.st  hi.s  majority,  having  accunn^- 
lated  means  with  which  to  invest  in  real  es- 
tate in  the  cheap  land  district  of  Texas.  Be- 
ing vet  single,  lie  made  his  home  for  several  } ears 
w ith  the  family  of  J.  W‘.  Butler  at  Thornberry 
and  lor  seven  years  lived  in  this  wtiy  a bache- 
lor’-, life.  IMarch  -!•,  BKH.  he  married,  in  ^Vich- 
ita  Falls.  Miss  Fithel  Fesler.  a daughter  of  llen- 
rv  A.  and  ilary  (T'hebti.s)  Fesler,  whose  other 
children  were;  Lela,  wife  of  F'rank  Hall,  of 
Ashlan'l.  Mi.s.souri;  Robert,  of  Clay-  county, 
Texas:  Jacob,  of  Summer  Hill.  Tllinois;  and 
James,  cif  Bow  en,  Illinois.  IMrs.  Saw  don  was 
liorn  in  I’ike  county.  Illinois,  ('tetober  (i,  18.S4. 
The  Saw  tlon  lioine  is  a neat  though  modest  and 
mi]iretenlious  one,  surroumleil  hy  vast  acres  of 
fertile  prairie.  It  is  presidcil  over  by  a lady' 
w li<  ,se  excellent  itiste  and  domestic  liahit.s  are 
aiijiarent  everywlierc,  an  ideal  coiiipanioii  for 
an  ambitious  and  industrious  Imshaiid. 

Jt  )J1  X W.  1 1 FRk  1 X.  For  nearly  thirty  years 
has  tile  siiliject  of  this  notice  been  identified 
with  agriculture  in  Clay  county  and  his  success, 
measured  i>\  hi.s  sidistantial  iiccumulatioiis,  has 
been  marked  and  jiositive.  His  beginnings  were 
modest,  his  iiirans  being  limited,  and  jiracticaily 
llu  fir.st  cfi'ort.s  of  a farmer  on  his  splendid  es- 
tate \M  re  his.  Purchasing  a section  of  the  rich 
land  at  the  mouth  of  W ichita  river  in  1876,  he 
Set  aliOLit  the  preliniinarie.s  toward  its  ultimate 
oceiipation  and  improvement. 

Having  completed  his  arrangements  for  ac- 
tual p.  issessiv’ii  by  187S.  lu'  erected  his  jiionecr 
shaiiti’,  as  it  were,  and,  with  his  family,  became 
an  actual  resident  on  the  peninsula  at  the  forks 
of  the  Red  and  Wichita  rivers.  In  the  earlier 
ear,,  stock  raising  occupied  him  largely,  while 
or  recent  years  the  growing  of  grain  as  well  as 
the  liandliiig  of  cattle  have  been  the  dominating 
interests  of  his  farm,  i Hs  dominions  embrace 
six  hundred  and  forty  acres  of  fertile  alluvial 
hotti,m  and  one  huiidreil  and  si.xty  acres  of  fine 
'.'uiilv  li.am,  altogether  an  estate  calculated  to 
gratify  the  a,s))irations  of  even  a lustful  land- 
grahher.  He  has  tiiree  hundred  acres  under 
cultivation  and  a bunch  of  three  hundred  cattle 
graze  oft  of  his  grassy  pasture. 

John  \V’.  Herrin  is  almost  a native  of  Texas, 
He  accompanied  iiis  sisters  hither  in  1854  and 
the  family  home  was  located  on  the  then  fron- 
tier in  Smith  county.  They  were  settlers  from 
Macon  county.  Alabama,  now  Randolph  county, 


where  our  subject  was  born  September  27,  1841. 
His  father,  W'illiain  Herrin,  w'as  born  in  South 
t arulina  in  1799,  was  a farmer,  took  jiart  in  the 
Florida  Indian  war,  and  passed  away  in  Macon 
county,  Alabama,  in  1847.  He  married  in  Ala- 
hania,  Demoval  Lainpkin,  who  died  the  same 
year  as  her  husband.  Tbeir  children  were: 
.Susan,  deceased,  who  married  J.  W.  Ashcraft; 
Sarah,  the  deceased  wife  of  Columbus  Wiley; 
Jefferson  R.,  who  died  in  Florida;  Amanda, 
Mrs.  Joseph  M.  Scott,  who  died  in  Alabama; 
Robert  L.  and  W'illiain  H.,  of  Smith  county, 
'['exas ; Alargaret  A.,  who  marrie<l  George  Yar- 
Iirotigh;  Janies  R.,  of  Smith  county;  and  John 
W.,  of  this  review.  Susan  and  Margaret  both 
died  in  Smith  county,  Texas. 

John  W.  Herrin  made  his  home,  .after  the 
death  of  his  jiarents,  with  IMrs.  Ashcraft,  his 
sister,  until  his  enlistment  in  the  Confederate 
army  at  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  war.  ]-lis 
command  was  Comjiany  K,  Third  Texas, 
under  his  first  enlistment,  but  Colonel  Greer's 
Third  Texas  was  disorganized  after  the  battle  of 
Springfield,  and  Mr.  Herrin  joined  Company  C, 
Seventeenth  Texas  Cavalry,  under  Colonel 
George  Moore.  He  served  in  the  Trans-Missis- 
sippi Department  under  General  Nelson  and  ex- 
jierienced  much  desultory  fighting  in  Louisiana 
and  Arkansas.  Later  in  the  w'ar  General 

Churchill  commanded,  as  did  ahso  General  Pol- 
leneck.  At  the  windup  of  the  .struggle  Mr. 
Herrin  was  on  detail  at  Tydcr,  Texas,  in  the 
transixirtation  department,  and  soon  thereafter 
.started  in  business  as  a tanner. 

After  three  years’  experience  in  the  manufac- 
ture of  hides  and  the  loss  of  his  invested  capital, 
Xlr.  Herrin  sought  the  farm  as  the  proper  sphere 
of  his  operations.  He  followed  this  vocation 
with  suc(  ess  and  in  1882  transferred  his  whole 
intere.st  to  Clay  county,  in  the  meantime  hav- 
ing jircpared  his  new  farm  for  Iiis  reception. 

On  April  25.  1865,  Mr.  Herrin  was  married  in 
Smith  county',  to  Martha  E..  a daugliier  of  W’il- 
liaivi  J.  Sniiih,  a soldier  in  the  Florida  war.  Itir. 
.''inith  was  a Tennesseean,  but  an  early  settler  of 
Fexas.  having  established  himself  in  Nacog- 
doches county,  where  his  daughter  IMartlia  E. 
was  iK'irn  in  1847.  Mrs.  Herrin  died  November 
23,  i8()S,  being  the  mother  of  Pearle.  who  mar- 
ried C.  S.  Cardwell,  and  resides  in  Castro  coun- 
ty. Texas;  William  H..  of  Wa.shington  county, 
Oklahoma;  Frank  S.,  of  Clay  county,  Texas; 
Lillie  ,\.,  wife  of  Thomas  H.  Harrison,  of  Clay 
county  : and  Loftin  Y.,  still  with  the  paternal 
home.  Mr.  Herrin  is  a lifelong  democrat,  has 
been  a delegate  to  local  conventions  and  held 
the  office  of  deputy  sheriff  of  .Sniiih  county. 
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RE\'.  JOHN  W,  AlILBURX,  a minister  of 
tlic  Methodist  Protestant  church  and  alsct  a well 
known  representative  of  farming  interests  in 
Cooke  county,  was  born  in  Lawrence  county, 
Missouri.  December  to.  1849.  The  Milburn 
family  is  of  Irish  imeage,  the  first  representative 
of  the  name  in  America  settling  in  'I'eiinessee 
at  a very  early  day  when  that  state  was  still 
under  territorial  government.  'I'licre  he  made 
a farm,  reared  his  family  and  spent  his  entire 
life.  His  son,  John  Milburn,  was  bom  in  Ten- 
nessee, was  marrieci  there  and  most  of  his  chil- 
dren were  also  born  in  that  state.  He  remo.ved, 
however,  to  iMissouri,  wliere  lie  engaged  in 
business  as  a stone  and  brick  mason  in  eonnec- 
ticrn  with  agricultural  pursuits.  He  was  a fluent 
talker,  a man  of  naturally  strong  intcllcclual 
force  and  was  a leadings  member  and  licensed 
exhortcr  in  the  Methodist  Episcojral  church. 
He  took  a most  active  and  helpful  part  in  all  the 
church  work  and  his  influence  was  a potent  ele- 
ment for  good  in  ihe  community  in  which  he 
lived.  He  married  Margaret  Robinson,  also  a 
native  of  Tennessee  and  the  daughter  of  a prom- 
inent ]>lanter  there.  She  bad  one  brother,  Will- 
iam Robinson.  Both  Mr.  and  ilns.  John  Mil- 
burn  have  now  departed  this  life.  They  were 
the  parents  of  .six  children:  Mrs.  Jane  Keasling; 
Samuel:  Mrs.  Rachel  Fulton;  John  L.,  who 
came  to  Texas  and  later  went  to  the  Indian 
Territory,  where  he  died;  Mrs.  Mary  Sims,  who 
is  the  only  one  now  living ; and  Josef)h,  who 
died  in  Texas. 

Samuel  .Milburn,  who  was  the  eldest  son  of 
this  familv,  wa.s  born  in  eastern  Tennessee,  but 
was  largely  reared  in  Missouri,  and  was  mar- 
ried there  to  Miss  Jane  Buck,  whose  birth  oc- 
curred in  middle  Tennessee.  .She  was  a daugh- 
ter of  Jacob  Buck,  of  that  state,  who  was  a 
blacksmith  and  farmer  and  in  connection  with 
those  pursuits  also  engaged  in  teaching  vocal 
music.  At  an  early  day  he  removed  to  Mis- 
souri, where  he  remained  until  his  death.  He 
was  of  German  descent  and  was  a member  of 
the  Lutheran  church.  His  children  were;  Mrs. 
Jane  Milbum.  Mrs.  Rebecca  Prior,  Daniel,  Mrs. 
Sarah  Boshares,  Thomas,  Caroline,  Alary,  Me- 
hitable  and  Jacob. 

At  the  time  of  his  marriage  Samuel  R.  Alil- 
bitrn  settled  on  a farm  in  Alissouri  and  in  con- 
nection with  the  cultivation  of  his  laiul  he  also 
followed  the  stone-mason’s  trade.  From  Alis- 
souri he  removed  to  Texas  in  1859,  settling  in 
Fannin  county.  At  the  time  of  the  Civil  war 
be  left  his  family  there  and  joined  the  stale 
militia  at  Bonham,  Tc.xas,  but  after  a short  pe- 
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riod  received  an  honorable  discharge.  I le  ilien 
returned  fo  his  family  and  remained  in  Fannin 
county  until  after  the  close  nf  hostilities,  when 
he  removed  to  Tarrant  county . where  he  bought 
a farm  and  in  connection  witl;  its  cultivation 
worked  at  the  siune-masou's  tra<le  for  a num- 
ber of  years.  Eventually  he  sold  lus  proix-rty 
there  and  re  iKived  to  Hamilton  county,  where 
he  remained  for  four  years,  w hen  he  again  sold 
out  and  this  liine  took  up  his  abode  in  Cooke 
county,  where  he  lived  for  six  years,  owning 
and  operating  a f.irm.  He  next  went  to  Ar- 
kansas and  there  called  his  jilace  Alountain 
Home.  It  remained  his  residence  up  to  the 
time  of  his  <leaih  in  i8vj5.  He  was  a devoted 
member  of  the  Aletliodist  Ejiiscopal  church 
from  early  life  and  later  joined  the  Aletliodist 
P'piscopal  church  South,  becoming  one  of  its 
active  workers  and  earnest  exhorters.  When 
in  middle  life  he  was  licensed  as  a local  preach- 
er and  he  continued  the  work  of  the  gospel  as 
long  as  able  to  preach.  He  hx.'k  part  in  many 
revivals  and  his  influence  w as  a pc)L‘,  nt  Lactor 
in  bringing  many  into  the  church.  He  voted 
with  the  democracy  and  affiliated  w ith  the  Ala- 
sonic  lo<lge.  Unto  him  and  his  wife  were  born 
seven  children;  John  VV'.;  Rachel,  the  wife  of 
W illiam  Cross ; Jefferson,  of  the  Indian  Terri- 
tory; Jacob,  a minister  of  the  .Methodist  Epis- 
copal ebureb  South,  who  also  followed  farming 
in  the  Indian  Territory  until  his  death;  William, 
a farmer  of  the  I'erritory;  Alary,  who  became 
the  wife  of  AI.  Rltodes  and  after  his  death  mar- 
ried John  Johnson;  and  Joseph,  who  is  engaged 
in  blacksniithing  and  lives  at  Alountain  Home 
in  .Arkansas. 

Rev.  John  W.  Milbum  remained  in  Afissouri 
until  ten  years  of  age.  after  which  he  came  with 
his  parents  to  Texas.  ac((uiring  a good  prac- 
tical education  in  the  public  schools.  He  ac- 
companied the  familv  on  their  various  removals 
until  he  reached  the  age  of  twenty-four  y ears, 
when  he  vvas  married  and  began  farming.  He 
was  seventeen  years  of  age  when  he  became 
converted  and  joined  the  Aletliodist  F-piscojial 
church  South.  After  his  marriage  he  was  li- 
censed and  ordained  as  a deacon  in  the  church 
ami  he  also  became  a local  preacher,  acting  in 
that  capacity  for  five  years,  but  becoming  dis- 
satisfieil  with  the  discipline  and  some  of  the 
practices  of  the  church,  he  left  that  denomina- 
tion and  joined  the  Aletliodist  Protestant 
church,  which  he  found  more  in  hartiiony  with 
his  \iew'S.  He  matle  this  change  in  1879  and 
later  was  ordained  an  ekler  and  duly  received 
into  the  conference  of  the  church,  becoming  a 
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n j^iilar  inini^trr.  He  was  then  assig'ned  to  the 
.Momitain  Creek  eluirches,  Xwo  in  miinher.  and 
served  tliat  circuit  for  six  years,  ilurinf^  which 
lime  he  employed  others  to  conduct  the  farm 
work.  He  al.so  aided  in  or;.;^anizing  various 
churches  in  Cooke  and  Montague  counties.  lie 
afterward  .ser\  ed  tlie  Holder  circuit  for  four 
vear.s  anil  suh.sc<]uenlly  was  assigned  to  the 
Saint  [o  iMission,  hut  later  returned  to  Butcher, 
uliere  he  acted  as  pastor  for  a number  of  years, 
when  at  his  own  request  he  was  left  williout  an 
ajrpointment.  In  J&tS.  however,  he  was  made 
president  of  the  Northwest  I'exas  conference, 
acting  in  that  capacity  for  two  years.  He  after- 
ward made  some  changes  and  then  returned  to 
the  Bulcher  work,  continuing  four  years,  when 
ill  November,  11)04,  he  was  again  elected  jiresi- 
dent  of  the  conference,  which  position  he  still 
tills,  jircaching  wherever  called.  He  attends  all 
the  conferences  and  camp  meetings  and  does 
much  active  and  helpful  church  work.  He  is 
also  frequentl}  called  ui>on  to  conduct  funeral 
and  marriage  ceremonies  and  he  has  done  much 
to  build  nji  the  cause  of  his  church  in  this  part 
of  the  state. 

Mr.  Milburn  was  united  in  the  holy  bonds  of 
niatrimoii}'  to  .Mi.ss  iMisjuuri  Hudgins,  whose 
birth  c>ccurred  in  the  state  of  IMissouri  in  1853, 
her  parents  being  Benjamin  and  Susan  (Pro.x- 
en  Hudgins,  of  Alaliama,  who  removed  to  Te.x- 
as  in  1858.  settling  in  Tarrant  county,  where 
her  father  improved  a farm  and  made  his  home 
until  1874.  He  then  took  up  his  abode  in  Cooke 
county,  vihere  he  cultivated  another  farm,  and 
in  1885  he  renioied  to  tlie  Indian  Territory, 
where  he  now  resides,  living  retired  from  active 
labor.  He  is  a member  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
coptd  church  South  and  of  the  Masonic  fra- 
terniti.  His  chihlren  are:  Martha,  the  wife  of 
N.  Ive\  ; iUinerva.  the  wife  of  F.  Proctor;  Mrs. 
Missr.uri  Milburn;  Malinda,  the  wife  of  J.  Pem- 
bi'ike  and  after  iiis  death  the  wife  of  S.  Tali- 
terro;  Berry,  a farmer  and  stockman;  Mary, 
the  wife  of  .\vcrt;  and  Lee.  a fanner  of  Indi- 
an Territory, 

'I'he  home  of  Rev.  and  .Mrs.  Milburn  has  been 
blessed  with,  nine  children:  .Susan,  who  died  at 
the  age  of  si.xtecii  years;  Sainnel,  who  died  at 
the  age  of  fourteen  years;  Lee,  vviio  is  engaged 
in  fanning;  ILta,  the  wife  of  ( '.  Crossfern; 
Nicholas,  at  home;  Anna,  the  wife  of  ( )lla  Hug- 
gins; Charles;  Robert;  and  Lilia.  Like  her 
hiisband,  Mrs.  .Milhnni  is  a devoted  member  of 
the  .Methodist  I’rotcstant  church  and  thc\-  be- 
long to  the  < irder  of  the  Eastern  Star,  while 
Rev  Mdbiirn  lias  attaincil  die  Royal  Arch  de- 


gree in  .Masonry  . He  is  also  a member  of  sev- 
eral farmers’  clubs  and  is  deeply  interested  in 
the  agricultural  development  and  welfare  of  the 
state.  For  - three  generations  the  family  has 
been  represented  in  the  ministry  and  his  labors 
have  been  of  far-reaching  effect  and  benefit.  He 
is  a man  of  scholarly  attainments,  a strong  and 
earnest  speaker,  forceful  in  argument  and  logi- 
cal in  the  presentation  of  his  plea. 

ROLAND  JEFFERSON  JOHNSON.  The 
subject  of  this  sketch  is  the  youngest  son  and 
heir  of  Roland  J.  John.son,  one  of  the  three  car- 
lie.st  settlers  of  Young  countv,  who  came  hither 
in  September,  IS.IT,  rather  a wandering  stock- 
man  in  .search  of  an  ideal  location  for  his  future 
home.  In  passing  across  the  wild  country  just 
northwest  of  Fort  Belknap  the  latter  discov- 
ered the  object  of  his  search  and  selected  the 
w’aters  of  Post  Oak  creek  or  "Six  Mile”  as  it  is 
geographically  termed,  as  the  place  where  his  lot 
should  be  cast.  Here  he  ])rospercd  on  range 
and  farm,  became  widely  and  favorably'  known 
as  one  of  the  “landmarks”  of  the  county'  and 
lived  (juietly  and  iinohtrii.sively',  in  the  enjoy- 
ment of  the  wild  sports,  the  company  of  warm 
frieiul.s  and  the  p)osscssiou  of  a mode.st,  self- 
earned  fortune,  dying  amid  the  scenes  of  his 
vigorous  and  active  life  in  1800. 

Roland  J.  Johnson,  Sr.,  was  born  in  Spartan- 
burg E)istrict,  South  Carolina,  September  27, 
ISl.'^,  and  was  brought  to  manhood  in  the  dis- 
trict of  Greenville,  that  state.  M'illiam  John- 
son was  his  father  and  was  born  in  lEOS,  dying 
in  the  old  Palmetto  state  in  1874.  Of  his  seven 
children  only'  Roland  J.  and  John  A.  left  the 
old  state  and  joined  the  innumerable  caravan 
on  the  frontier  of  the  great  and  untamed  west. 
John  A.  pas.sed  his  life  and  died  in  Atascosa 
county,  Texas,  while  Roland  J.  began  life  in 
East  Texas,  a young  man,  and  came  westward 
by  degrees  and  stages,  stopping  some  years  in 
Leon  county,  tlicn  drifting  on  iiorthwe.st  to 
Throckmorton  county — minding  his  herd  as  he 
went — terminating  his  nomadic  career  on  the 
“hanks  of  the  Brazos”  at  forty-five  years  of 
■iRe- 

His  estate,  which  descended  to  his  surviving 
children,  son  and  four  daughters,  was  made 
up  of  three  hundred  and  tAventy  acres  of  Peters 
Ciilony  land,  four  hundred  and  ninety'-one  acres 
of  the  Daniel  Remington  Survey  and  one  hun- 
dred eighty-seven  acres  of  the  David  i\L  Bul- 
lock survey  , totaling  nine  hundred  and  ninety- 
eight  acres.  Avhich  he  bought,  in  1871,  at  a cost 
of  one  thousand  dollars.  L'p  to  this  date  he 
had  ccuitciUed  him.-,elf  with  liis  cattle  but  the 
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signs  indicated  to  him  that  the  land  which  was 
then  of  so  little  value  would  some  day  be 
sought  for  as  a home  by  some  immigrant  and 
he  decidetl  to  acquire  his  while  it  wa.s  cheap. 

While  he  settled  in  the  path,  so  to  speak,  of 
the  Indians  who  frequented  the.Texas  frontier 
for  fifteen  years  subsequent  to  his  settlement 
in  Young  county,  Mr.  Johnson  W'as  never  per- 
sonally mcilesteci  by  the  hostiles  and  never  suf- 
fered loss  except  as  horses  were  occasionally 
missed.  The  wild  game  of  forest  and  plain  was 
everj'^where.  The  buffalo  w^as  wont  to  drift 
into  the  fringed  settlements  of  the  Brazos,  ah- 
tclope  were  countless  in  number,  deer  were  as 
common  as  the  jack  rabbit  and  turkeys  were 
in  flocks  and  droves  like  blackbirds  today.  ^\11 
these  conditions  spiced  the  life  of  the  man  on 
the  border  and  Mr.  Johnson  feasted  upon  its 
fruits  and  almost  lived  upon  this  manna  of 
the  American  plain. 

In  his  political  views  he  was  a Democrat  but 
seemed  to  be  without  aspiration  for  political 
honors,  lie  consented  to  serve  as  county’  as- 
sessor of  the  county  and  did  so  when  elected, 
and  diiring  the  Civil  War  belonged  to  the  state 
militia.  On  his  way’  to  Texas  lie  stopped  for 
a time  in  Louisiana  and  w'as  married  to  Eliza- 
beth Banks.  Mrs.  Johnson  died  December  8, 
1883,  the  mother  of  ; Martha,  of  Decker,  Texas, 
wife  of  John  H.  Cochran;  Eliza,  who  died  un- 
married in  180,3;  IMarilda,  who  passed  aw'ay  at 
fourteen  years  at  Camp  Cooper,  Throckmorton 
county’-,  John  W.,  w'ho  was  accidentally  killed 
at  Belknap,  December  3G,  18G(> ; Rosa,  wdfe  of 
John  W.  Profit,  a large  ranchman  and  leading 
citizen  of  Young  county;  Mary'  A.  E.,  w’ife 
of  Joe  H.  Craham,  of  Midland,  Texas;  and 
Roland  J,,  Jr.,  of  this  review. 

September  8,  1850.  was  the  date  of  the  birth 
of  Roland  Jefferson  John.son,  in  Young  county, 
and  all  the  years  of  his  life  have  been  passed 
amid  the  rural  environment  already’  described. 
He  obtained  a knowdedge  of  books  from  the 
country  schools  and  from  the  schools  of  Weath- 
erford but  at  fifteen  years  quit  the  life  of  a 
pupil  and  began  in  carnc.st  that  of  a cow’boy  cm 
his  father’s  range.  In  time  he  was  admitted  to 
a partnership  w'ith  his  worthy  ancestor  and  con- 
tinued so  to  the  latter’s  death,  himself  succeeding 
to  the  valuable  estate  upon  which  he  maintains 
a hospitable  and  modern  home.  On  the  olst 
day  of  March.  188T,  he  married  Miss  Mollie 
Wool  folk,  a daughter  of  Joseph  A.  Wool  folk, 
mentioned  in  this  work.  Mrs.  Johnson  was 
born  in  Kentucky,  X^ovember  25,  1867,  and  she 
and  Mr.  Johnson  are  the  parents  of  tw-o  chil- 
dren, Maime  and  Roland  J.,  Jr., 


Mr.  Johnson,  like  his  father,  is  a Democrat 
and  W’as  elected  county  commi.ssioner  in  1808- 
and  was  re-elected  in  i')oo.  These  years  the 
board  had  its  hands  financially  tied  and  de- 
voted itself  to  the  paying  oft  of  county  war- 
rants issued  for  two  iron  bridges  that  lie  in 
the  Brazos  river  and  the  two  now  spanning  the 
river. 

ISAAC  MABRY,  a veteran  of  the  Confeder- 
ate army  and  an  agriculturist  of  Montague 
county,  was  born  in  Pantatoe  parish.  Missis- 
sippi, November  26,  1843,  his  parents  being  Al- 
ford and  Elizabeth  (Fern)  Mabry.  They’  were 
natives  of  South  Carolina,  while  the  jiaternal 
grandfather,  Daniel  Mabry,  was  a native  of  Vir- 
ginia and  of  English  descent.  He  followed 
fanning  as  a life  work  and  died  in  .South  Caro- 
lina. He  had  but  two  children,  of  whom  Isaac, 
the  elder,  died  in  .South  Carolina. 

-\lford  Mabry,  who  was'  born  and  reared  in 
that  state,  removed  to  Missis.sipju  soon  after 
his  marriage  and  was  successfully’  engaged  in 
farming  there  until  1858,  when  he  sold  his  prop- 
erty and  became  a resident  of  Titus  county, 
Texas,  where  he  bought  land  and  improved  a 
farm,  making  his  home  thereon  until  i8(56,  when 
he  again  sold  out  and  became  a resident  of  Den- 
ton county,  Texas.  There  he  develojted  another 
farm  upon  which  lie  lived  until  1876,  when  his 
wife  died  and  he  sold  the  property’.  Soon  after- 
ward he  came  to  Montague  county  and  made 
his  home  with  his  sons.  While  on  a visit  to  a 
son  in  the  Indian  Territory  he  passed  awav  in 
t8i>i,  at  the  advanced  age  of  eigiity-three  years. 
He  W’as  a democrat  politically,  and  religiously 
was  connected  with  the  Cumberland  Presby-- 
terian  church.  His  wife,  who  was  also  a native 
of  South  Carolina  and  represented  an  honored 
family  of  that  state,  died  at  the  home  of  her 
son  Isaac,  in  Montague  county  in  1875,  in  the 
faith  of  the  Cumberland  Presbyterian  church, 
of  which  she,  too,  was  a devoted  member. 
Their  children  were:  William  .\1.,  who  died  at 
Tyler.  Texas,  while  serving  in  the  Confederate 
army;  niorrias,  whose  death  occurred  at  Tyler 
under  similar  circumstances;  iVIrs.  Frances 
Franklin,  whose  h'.isband  died  in  the  Confe<ler- 
ate  anny.  after  w’hich  .she  became  Mrs.  Hare 
Daniel,  w'ho  w’as  a soldier  and  is  now  in  Cali- 
fornia : Isaac ; Sim,  who  served  in  tlie  army  and 
is  now  in  the  Indian  Territory;  ^frs.  Xanev 
Burns;  and  Robert  Lee. 

Isaac  ilabry  was  born  in  ]Mississij)jh  and 
came  with  his  parents  to  Texas  in  185K  He 
remained  under  the  parental  roof  until  i86i, 
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when  hi>  [lairiotic  spirit  was  aroused  in  hehalf 
of  the  t'on!C(Icr;u\  and  he  joined  Company  A 
of  lluhl)ard’s  rtjT^iment.  the  Twenty-second 
re.xas  Infatitry.  This  command  was  attached 
to  the  'Frans- Mis'issijtpi  iFepartnient  and  he 
was  on  active  service  in  the  Indian  Territory, 
.Vrkaiisas.  Louisiana  and  Fexas.  .\mong  llte 
more  important  entfagememts  in  whicli  he  par- 
ticipate<I  were  tlmse  of  Mansticld,  T'leasant  Hill 
and  lenkins  Ferry.  He  was  never  wonmled 
nor  made  prisoner,  hut  he  saw  hard  service  and 
underwent  the  deiirivations  and  exposures  that 
arc  meted  out  to  a soldier.  'Fhe  command  was 
<it  I i i.  inpstead,  Texas,  at  the  lime  of  Lee's  sur- 
render and  the  troops  were  given  a regular 
(larole  and  flishanded,  returning  home. 

Mr.  Mabrv  then  resumed  farming  in  connec- 
tion witli  his  brother.  They  rented  land  ami 
for  a time  kept  bachelor's  hall,  but  later  the 
brother  married  and  Isaac  Mabry  made  his 
home  with  him  until  1871,  when  he,  too,  mar- 
ried and  began  farming  on  the  father's  home- 
-tcad,  where  he  lived  un  three  years.  In  1874 
he  removed  lo  hlontague  county  and  pre- 
empted one  hundred  and  si\t\  acres  of  land, 
where  he  yet  resides.  He  has  continued  the 
W'wlc  Ilf  iin;  rovenicnts  an;l  cultivation  here  and 
has  .tdded  t<>  the  original  purchase  until  he  now 
has  twi)  himdred  and  thirty  acres.  He  found 
a sparsely  settled  country  when  he  located  here, 
in  whieli  game  was  plentiful  and  in  which  there 
were  many  wihl  heasts.  He  would  work  hard 
ail  week  and  on  Saturday  would  hunt  in  order 
to  kill  game  iiixm  which  to  live  on  the  following 
week.  .Most  of  the  settlers  were  in  limited 
fnnanciai  circumstances  and  each  had  to  depend 
u'pou  his  own  rc'ources,  Fliere  were  hardshijjs 
and  jirivalions  to  lie  bftrne.  hut  after  a few  years 
Mr  .M.uhry  had  his  farm  under  cultivation  and 
now  has  one  'lunilrcd  and  thiitv  acres  wliich 
ammal'y  \ iclds  to  him  good  crops. 

.^[r.  .^tal)ry  was  married  to  .Miss  IVIartha 
loncs,  who  was  horn  in  Mississippi  in  1852.  a 
daughter  of  Lorenzo  Jones,  of  that  state,  who 
was  a caqjentor  anil  farmer.  ,\t  an  early  day 
ho  removed  to  'Fex'as,  settling  in  Cooke  county 
and  snhseiiucntly  in  Denton  county,  where  he 
improved  a homestead,  .spending  his  remaining 
days  tlieroon.  He  belougeil  to  the  .Masonic 
fraternity.  In  his  family  were  six  children; 
Martlia,  now  Mrs.  iMabry;  Sebum:  Ira;  Mrs 
Melissa  I’atterson;  Hetty ; ami 'Fhomas  F. 

Mr.  ami  Mrs.  .Mabry  have  one  daughter, 
Maudie  fC,  who  was  liorn  in  i8f)i.  They  also 
reared  an  orphan  girl.  (Ira  Jones,  wliom  they 


took  into  their  home  at  the  age  of  eight  months 
and  wlio  is  now  the  wufe  of  M.  E.  Rogers,  a 
farmer  and  stock  man  of  the  Indian  Territory. 
.She  has  two  sons  who  regard  Mr,  and  Mrs. 
Alahry  as  their  grandparents  and  there  has  al- 
ways been  mucli  mutual  love  and  affection  be- 
tween Mrs.  Rogers  and  her  foster  parents.  In 
]iolitics  Mr.  Mabry  is  a stanch  democrat,  but 
without  aspiration  for  office.  In  his  business 
affairs  he  has  prospered  because  he  has  been 
persevering,  determined  and  Iionorablc.  and  as 
the  architect  of  his  own  fortunes  has  builded 
wi.scly  and  well, 

C.  \V.  STOUT,  who  saw  active  military  ser- 
vice witli  the  Confederate  army  and  who  in  his 
farming  and  stock  raising  interests  in  Mon- 
tague county  has  demonstrated  his  superior 
business  ability  and  energy,  was  born  in  Hardin 
county,  Tennessee,  June  18,  1845,  that 

state  his  parents,  .Andy  and  Elizabeth  (Hitch- 
cock) Stout,  were  also  natives.  In  the  paternal 
line,  however,  he  comes  of  Irish  lineage,  for  his 
grandfather,  Robert  Stout,  was  born  on  the  Em- 
erald Isle.  In  early  life,  however,  he  hecamc 
a re.i-idnil  of  Tennessee  and  was  there  married 
and  reared  his  family.  He  became  w’idely  and 
favorably  known  in  his  home  locality  as  a suc- 
cessful agriculturist  and  one  who  contributed 
materially  and  heljifully  to  the  pioneer  develop- 
ment of  the  slate.  He  was  a devoted  member 
of  the  .Melbodisl  church  and  in  that  faith  reared 
his  childi'en.  He  had  five  sons  and  five  daugh- 
ters: Andy;  Robert;  Isaiah;  Alexander;  John, 
who  was  a Confederate  soldier;  Xancy,  Millie: 
Jane;  Ebha;  and  Polly. 

-\ndy  Stout  spent  his  entire  life  in  'Fennessee 
and  was  a prominent  and  [wosperous  farmer  uj) 
to  the  time  of  the  Civil  war.  He  believed  in  the 
policy  of  states  rights  and  opposed  secession, 
but  after  the  state  had  determined  upon  that 
course  he  remained  loyal  to  the  south  and  used 
his  influence  for  the  upbuilding  of  the  Confed- 
eracy. His  life  was  many  times  threatened  be- 
cause Ilf  his  views  and  he  had  to  spend  much 
time  away  from  homo  becau.se  of  this.  His 
farm  was  in  the  path  of  the  contending  armies 
and  both  forageil  off  his  ]>lace,  so  that  when  the 
war  was  ended  he  had  nothing  left  but  the  land 
and  the  buildings.  When  hostilities  had  ceased 
he  returned  to  his  home  and  soon  placed  the 
farm  in  good  condition  again,  continuing  its 
further  develo])menl  and  im]>rovement  up  to  the 
time  of  his  death  in  1882.  He  held  membership 
in  tile  Methodist  church  and  was  a devoted 
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Christian  gentleman,  taking  a helpful  interest 
in  the  various  chiireh  activities,  assisting  the 
poor  and  needy  and  exercising  charitable  opin- 
ions' of  all  with  whom  he  came  in  contact.  He 
votetl  with  the  democracy  and  served  as  ju.stice  of 
the  peace.  His  wife,  who  died  in  1869.  was  a 
daughter  of  Isaac  Hitchcock,  of  Virginia,  who 
became  one  of  the  pioneer  settlers  of  Tennessee 
and  assisted  materially  in  its  development  along 
material,  intellectual,  political  and  moral  lines. 
He  belonged  to  the  Methodist  church  and  died 
in  that  faith  at  an  advanced  age.  His  children 
were  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Stout.  Polly,  Emily, ’John, 
Daniel,  Jane  and  Jorsey. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Andy  Stout  had  a family  of  eight 
children:  Robert  K.,  who  served  in  the  war; 
Isaac,  who  was  killed  in  battle:  Jane,  the  wife  of 
R.  Shaw ; John,  also  a Confederate  soldier ; Mrs. 
Sarah  Condrum;  Isaiah,  who  was  killed  in  the 
army;  Mrs.  Nancy  McDonald;  and  Charles  W. 
Five  of  the  bi  others  were  defenders  of  the  south 
in  the  Civil  war. 

Charles  W.  Stout  spent  his  youth  in  Tennes- 
see, remaining  with  his  parents  until  1862,  when 
the  cause  of  tlie  Confederacy  euliste<l  his  sym- 
pathy and  aid  and  he  joined  Com|)aiiy  A of  the 
Twenty-first  Tennessee  Cavalry  under  com- 
mand of  Cc)lonel  P>ell.  Tlie  regiment  was 
assigned  to  General  Buford’s  divi.sion  of  Gen- 
eral Forrest's  command,  in  which  he  remained 
until  after  the  battle  of  Franklin,  where  he  sus- 
tained a bullet  wound  in  the  left  leg.  He  was 
thus  unfit  for  active  service  and  soon  afterward 
was  grahte<l  a leave  of  absence.  He  was  at 
Tuscumbia.  Alabama,  at  the  time  of  General 
Lee’s  surrender  and  afterward  went  to  East- 
port,  where  he  was  granted  a parole  and  re- 
turned home.  Before  wounded  he  was  always 
on  duty,  being  often  in  the  thicke.st  of  the  fight, 
and  he  took  part  in  various  skirmishes  and  a 
numher  of  important  battles.  He  was  very 
brave  and  loyal  and  faltered  in  perfonning  no 
duty  that  was  assigned  him.  When  he  returned 
home  he  found  the  country  infested  w’ith  bush- 
whackers— a criminal  class  of  southern  men 
who  did  little  but  robbing  and  stealing  under 
the  guise  of  military  service.  In  1866  Mr. 
Stout  removed  from  Tennessee  to  Texas,  set- 
tling in  Rusk  county. 

In  the  same  year  Mr.  Stout  W'as  married  in 
Tennessee  to  Mrs.  Lavina  Higginbotham,  the 
w'idow  of  John  Higginbotham,  who  at  his  death 
left  three  children,  whom  Mr.  Stout  brought  to 
Texas  and  here  reared.  Theyvvere:  Alton ; Dora, 
the  deceased  wife  of  J.  J.  Berry,  of  Nocona;  and 


B.  W.,  a prominent  stock  farmer.  Mrs.  Stout 
was  a daughter  of  Washington  Smith,  a native 
of  'I'ennessee  and  a Texas  pioneer  of  1847, 
located  in  Rusk  county,  where  he  followed  farm- 
ing until  his  death.  He  enlisted  for  service  in 
the  war  of  1812,  but  before  reaching  the  front 
hostilities  had  ceased.  His  children  were : John, 
jMarion  and  Lyab,  who  were  Confederate  sol- 
diers: Lavinia,  now  Mrs.  Stout:  Airs.  Cinderella 
Heath;  Mrs.  .Adeline  Williams;  Monroe,  a sol- 
dier of  the  southern  army ; and  Houston,  w ho 
died  iti  early  manhood.  The  parents  were  mem- 
bers of  the  Christian  church. 

On  coming  to  Texas.  Air.  Stout  began  farm- 
ing and  remained  upon  his  original  place  for 
nine  years,  after  which  he  sold  that  property 
and  came  to  Alontague  county,  locating  near 
Illinois  Bend,  where  he  rented  a farm  for  six 
years.  He  then  purchased  the  farm  whereon 
he  now  re.sides.  fie  found  poor  improvements 
here,  but  he  has  continued  in  the  work  of  fur- 
ther development  until  the  place  bears  little  re- 
semblance to  the  tract  of  which  he  took  posses- 
sion. He  has  erected  a pleasant  residence  in 
modern  styde  of  architecture,  has  built  outbuild- 
ings for  the  shelter  of  grain  and  stock  and  has 
planted  an  orchard  wdiich  yields  its  fruits  in 
season.  To  this  original  one  hundred  and  sixty 
acres  he  added  eighty  acres,  and  in  addition  to 
the  cultivation  of  the  soil  he  has  given  consid- 
erable attention  to  handling  stock.  He  has 
placed  ninety-five  acres  under  the  plow,  while 
the  remainder  is  devoted  to  pasturage.  Ilis 
efforts  have  been  attended  with  a gratifying 
measure  of  success  and  though  he  has  not  been 
without  the  difficulties  that  one  always  encount- 
ers in  a business  career  he  has  overcome  his 
obstacles  by  persistent  and  energetic  effort  and 
is  now  meeting  with  the  prosperity  that  always 
rewards  indefatigable  and  honorable  labor. 

'I'he  home  of  Air.  and  Mrs.  Stout  has  been 
blessed  with  two  children ; Raymond,  now  liv- 
ing in  the  Indian  Territory;  and  Lee.  of  Fort 
Worth.  The  parents  are  members  of  the  Aleth- 
odist  church  and  take  an  active  part  in  its  work. 
They  have  witnessed  the  greater  part  of  the  de- 
velopment and  progress  of  this  county,  but  had 
no  ilifficulty  with  the  Indians,  wdio  had  recently 
left  the  locality  at  the  time  of  their  arrival.  At 
that  date  Sherman  was  the  principal  market, 
for  none  of  the  nearer  towns  and  villages  had 
at  that  time  sprung  up.  Great  changes  have 
occurred  as  the  years  have  passed  by  .and  Mr. 
Stout  has  ever  been  the  champion  of  public 
progress  and  development. 
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Tl'DHE  JACOI!  J.  LORY  i.s  now  a retired 
cattleman  uf  W iehita  Falls,  and  during  the 
year.'.,  of  his  acti\  e career  was  extensivelj-  iden- 
tified with  the  live-stock  industry  in  North 
Texas,  hcginniiig  at  a time  when  the  country 
was  ill  the  rough  and  participating  in  the  pion- 
eer dex  elupineiit  and  uplnhlding  of  an  iimnensc 
and  fertile  territory.  In  fact,  Judge  Lory  has 
nearly  ahvavs  li\ed  and  carried  on  his  chief 
work  in  comparatively  new  centers  cif  civiliza- 
tion and  has  thus  heen  among  those  wlyi  pre- 
|>arc  wild  countries  for  the  age  of  enlightcn- 
nieiit  and  progress  which  follows  the  path- 
hnders, 

Mr.  Lory  was  horn  in  Cornwall,  England,  in 
January.  ISO',  being  a son  of  Richard  anil  Nan- 
cv  IJose)  Lory.  Both  his  jiarents  vvere  natives 
of  Cornwall,  and  in  18.10  came  to  the  United 
States  and  located  with  their  family  on  a farm 
in  Grant  county',  Wiscon.sin.  His  father  farmed 
there  during  the  remaimler  of  his  active  career, 
and  finally  retired  and  lived  in  ease  until  his 
death,  in  lOuO,  aged  eighty-six  years.  Ilis 
wife  alsn  passed  away  at  the  old  home  in  Wis- 
consin, aged  si-xty-fivc  years. 

l\lr.  lacoh  J.  Lory  was  a boy  of  ten  years 
when  lie  cn-ssed  the  Atlantic  to  the  scene  of 
his  future  activity,  and  the  greater  part  of  his 
education  was  obtained  in  the  schools  at  Plattc- 
\illc,  Wisconsin.  His  earliest  years  were 
pa.s.sed  f.n  a farm,  and  he  learned  agricultural 
jiursuits  as  a part  of  his  business  training.  He 
rem.'iined  on  his  fatlier's  farm  until  he  was 
tvventv-six  years  old,  and  for  three  years  of  that 
time  was  engaged  in  farming  for  himself.  He 
then  mured  o\er  itito  northwestern  Iowa  and 
located  at  the  town  of  Pomeroy  in  Calhoun 
county,  riiis  w;is  then  a new  town,  and  he 
was  one  of  its  first  citizens.  He  built  the  first 
store  buihling  there  and  establislied  a mercan- 
tile Imsincss.  When  he  settled  there  the  rail- 
road had  not  re  ached  the  place,  but  during  his 
eight  years'  connection  with  tiie  vilhige  quite 
a.  center  grew  grew  up  and  he  was  prominently' 
identified  with  its  activity  and  progre.ss.  It 
was  due  to  ill  he.'dth  that  he  left  this  Iowa 
home,  ami  he  and  his  rvife  came  to  northern 
I'c.xas,  iir  ing  for  tlie  lirst  year  in  Gainesr  illc, 
t ooke  county  . C' -oke  county  is  now  one  of  the 
thicklv  populated  parts  of  the  stale.  Inti  rvhen 
he  came  some  t w enty-stw  eii  years,  ago,  the  in- 
haiiitants  \rere  few  and  the  land  was  largely  un- 
fcncid  ratige.  fit  especially  for  the  grazing  of 
cattle  and  sheep.  Mr.  Lory  started  a sheep 
randi  two  miles  from  ,8t.  Jo.  in  the  northwest- 
ern part  of  the  county.  In  Ispi  he  moced  into 
.\rclier  county  and  houglit  a larger  ranch.  011 


which  he  continued  the  sheep  industry.  Sheep- 
raising  continued  as  his  chief  work  until  1891, 
at  which  time  he  turned  his  attention  to  the 
raising  of  cattle,  and  from  that  time  until  his  re- 
tirement he  was  one  of  the  successful  cattle- 
men of  Archer  county,  lie  engaged  in  the 
industry'  on  an  extensive  scale,  and  he  was  well 
fixed  financially  when  he  gave  up  active  work. 
In  November,  1898,  he  left  his  ranch  and  moved 
to  Wichita  Falls,  where  he  has  made  his  resi- 
dence ever  since.  He  has  an  attractive  and 
comfortable  home  in  this  city,  and  spends  con- 
siderable of  his  time  in  cultivating  a pretty 
garden  of  fine  fruit  trees,  flowers  and  vegeta- 
bles. He  is  now  living  alone,  for  his  home  was 
deprived  of  his  wife  and  companion  on  June 
20,  1902,  at  the  age  of  fifty-three  years.  Her 
maiden  name  was  Miss  Susan  Troon,  and  she 
w'as  also  a native  of  England. 

Judge  Lory'  is  a Republican,  but  while  living 
in  the  Democratic  county  of  Archer,  in  spite 
of  his  private  political  views,  he  was  elected 
to  the  office  of  county  commissioner  and  served 
as  such  for  two  terms.  In  ^^'ichtta  Falls,  where 
he  is  looked  upon  as  a most  valuable  citizen,  he 
is  a member  of  the  city'  council.  He  is  the  own- 
er of  valuable  business  property  in  this  city', 
and  his  concentration  of  energy'  during  his  ear- 
ly y'ears  and  his  excellent  business  control  have 
left  his  later  y'cars  in  the  high  tide  of  prosperity'. 
He  is  honored  and  respected  for  his  personal 
opinions,  and  his  integrity  and  sterling  citizen- 
shiyt  are  in  constant  evidence. 

JAMES  M.  ABLE,  who  came  to  the  north- 
western part  of  Cooke  county  during  the  period 
of  its  iiioncei  development  and  who  has  w'it- 
riessed  the  wonderful  changes  and  progress  in 
the  Red  I'liver  valley,  is  now  a most  extensive 
farmer  and  land  owner  in  this  part  of  the  state 
and  is  equally  well  known  as  a stockman.  The 
strong  characteristics  of  his  busine.ss  career  are 
such  as  might  be  jirofitablv  followed  by  anyone, 
for  fie  ha.s  placed  his  dependence  upon  close 
ajiplication,  untiring  diligence  and  careful  man- 
agement. 

-V  native  of  Tennessee.  Mr.  .Able  was  born  in 
.Monroe  county.  March  2,  1830.  his  parents  be- 
ing James  and  Jane  (Morrisonl  .-Able,  wlio  were 
likewise  natives  of  that  state  and  were  married 
there.  Subsequently  they  rcmcned  to  Calhoun 
county,  .'Alabama,  and  settled  upon, a farm  wdiicli 
continued  to  be  their  place  of  residence  until 
they  were  called  to  their  final  rest. 

The  paternal  grandparents.  Moses  and  Nancy 
-Able,  w ere  natives  of  Ireland  and  were  married 
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in  that  country,  but  soon  afterward  crossed  the 
Atlantic  to  the  United  States,  settling  in  Ten- 
nessee, which  was  then  a territory.  The  grand- 
father actiuired  land  there  and  opened  up  a 
farm,  remaining  thereon  for  a number  of  years, 
after  which  he  sold  the  property  and  went  to 
Randolph  county,  Alabama,  vchere  he  developed 
another  farm,  making  it  his  home  throughout 
Ills  remaining  days.  His  wife  also  died  upon 
that  place.  He  became  a loyal  American  citi- 
zen and  served  his  country  as  a soldier  in  the 
Mexican  war,  and  he  was  well  known  as  a pio- 
neer farmer  of  both  Tennessee  and  Alabama, 
his  labors  contributing  to  the  general  progress 
of  the  localities  in  which  he  lived.  His  children 
were  Moses,  Joseph,  John,  Thomas  and  James. 
All  of  the  sons  served  in  the  Mexican  war, 
Tliomas  with  the  rank  of  lieutenant  colonel, 
while  James  was  captain  of  his  company. 

James  Able,  father  of  our  subject,  w'as  largely 
reared  in  Tennessee  and  after  his  marriage  be- 
gan farming  in  that  state,  but  subsequently  dis- 
posed of  his  property  there  and  took  up  his  abode 
in  Calhoun  county,  Alabama,  wdiere  he  purchased 
land  and  carried  on  general  farming  until  his 
labors  were  ended  in  death.  As  before  indi- 
cated. he  was  a soldier  of  J.he  Mexican  war  and 
as  captain  of  a company  led  his  men  in  gallant 
charges  and  inspired  them  by  his  owm  bravery 
on  the  field  of  battle.  Kis  political  allegiance 
was  given  to  the  democracy.  He  had  been  pro- 
vided with  excellent  educational  privileges  and 
w'as  a gentleman  of  strong  purpose,  splendid 
ability  and  of  high  principles.  He  died  on  the 
old  homestead  at  the  age  of  sixty  years  and  his 
widow  afterward  kept  their  children  together 
until  they  were  growm  and  able  to  care  for  them- 
selves. She  w'as  married  a second  time,  becom- 
ing the  wife  of  Mr.  Leather,  b_v  vvhom  she  had 
one  child,  Caledonia.  Mrs.  Leather  was  a 
daughter  of  the  Rev.  William  Morrison,  a min- 
ister of  the  Primitive  Baptist  church  and  a 
prominent  farmer,  who  served  through  the  war 
of  the  Revolution  and  became  a ioy’al  citizen  of 
the  new  republic.  He  settled  in  the  southeast- 
ern part  of  the  country  after  the  war  was  ended 
and  subsequently  removed  to  Tennessee,  where 
most  of  his  children  w'ere  born  and  reared. 
Later  he  sold  his  property  there  and  went  to 
Randolph  county,  Alabama,  where  he  spent  his 
remaining  days.  Both  he  and  his  wife  died  at 
an  advanced  age.  Their  children  were:  Major 
and  William,  who  were  soldiers  of  the  Mexican 
war;  John;  Squire:  Mrs.  Catherine  Morrison; 
Mrs.  Jane  Able;  and  one  whose  name  is  forgot- 
ten. All  were  members  of  the  Baptist  church. 


In  the  family  of  James  .and  Jane  Able  there 
were  fifteen  children,  as  follows:  Mrs.  Nancy 
Burson;  William,  of  Alabama:  Joe.  who  died  in 
Arkansas  as  the  result  oi  a W’ound  sustained  in 
the  army;  John,  w'ho  died  in  Hunt  county,  Tex- 
as: James  M.,  of  this  review;  Frank,  who  died 
in  Alabama;  Moses,  who  was  killed;  Thomas, 
who  laid  down  his  life  for  the  south  while  serv- 
ing in  the  Confederate  Army;  Doc,  of  the  Indi- 
an Territory;  Mrs.  Mary  Helms;  Mrs.  Jane 
Reeves;  i\[rs.  Sarah  Williamson;  Mrs.  Caroline 
Kinsey;  Mrs.  Melvina  Cristofer;  and  Mrs.  Susan 
Branneman.  All  of  the  eight  sons  served  in  the 
Confederate  Army  and  five  uncles  of  the  family 
served  through  the  Mexican  w'ar,  so  that  the 
family  record  is  a splendiil  one  for  military’ 
bravery. 

Jame,s  M.  Able  was  a little  lad  of  four  years 
w'ben  his  parents  removed  from  Tennessee  to 
Alabama,  in  which  state  he  was  reared.  After 
his  father’s  death  he  assisted  his  widowed  moth- 
er in  the  improvement  of  the  home  farm  until 
sixteen  years  of  age,  when  his  mother  married 
again.^  He  then  left  home  and  started  out  in  life 
on  his  own  account,  since  which  time  he  has 
been  dependent  entirely  upon  his  own  resources. 
He  in.ide  his  way'  to  Mississippi,  where  he  en- 
tered the  employ  of  a planter  as  a farm  hand, 
but  soon  his  ability  and  worth  gained  recogni- 
tion and  he  was  made  manager  and  was  offered 
the  position  of  overseer.  He  tlien  took  charge 
of  the  farm  and  hands  and  successfully  con- 
trolled the  farm  work,  making  it  a source  of 
good  profit  to  his  employer.  Later  a neighbor- 
ing planter  noticed  his  progress  and  capability 
and  offered  him  a better  salary,  but  he  refused 
to  accept  this  and  when  the  planter  in  whose 
service  he  was  engaged  heard  of  the  neighbor’s 
offer  he  asked  Mr.  .\ble  if  he  was  going  to  leave. 
On  being  answered  in  the  negative  he  therefore 
raised  Mr.  Abie's  salary  above  what  the  neigh- 
bor had  offered,  so  that  he  was  receiving  v'erv 
remunerative  wages.  He  continued  in  that  em- 
ploy for  four  years  when  impaired  health  caused 
him  to  return  home.  He  surpri.sed  his  mother 
and  friends,  as  they  had  not  heard  from  him  dur- 
ing those  years  and  thought  him  dead.  After 
recovering  his  health  he  remained  at  home  for 
a lime  and  later  engaged  in  freighting  to  some 
extent.  He  afterward  married  and  then  served 
as  overseer  on  a plantation  for  a year,  subse- 
quent to  which  time  he  purchased  a farm,  con- 
tinuing its  cultivation  up  to  the  time  of  the 
inauguration  of  the  Civil  war. 

It  was  in  1856  that  Mr.  Able  was  joined  in 
wedlock  to  Miss  Elmina  Hodges,  who  was  born 


HISTORY  OF  NORTH  AND  WEST  TEXAS. 


fV  >(> 

111  South  Catoliiia.  January  <i.  1837.  and  wlio 
has  proved  10  him  a dctolcd  helpmate  and 
e<'!n])anion  on  life’s  journey.  Her  parents  were 
Thompson  and  Mahala  (Hill)  Hod^'cs.  both  (,if 
whom  were  natives  of  South  Carolina,  where 
lhe\  wen-  marrie<l.  remoting  1 hence  to  .Ala- 
bama. In  early  manhood  .Mr.  Hodges  engaged 
in  teaching  school,  but  later  became  a succe.ss- 
ful  farmer  anil  slave  ciwner,  conducting  his  busi- 
nes>  interests  in  profitable  manner.  He  also 
owned  and  operated  a cotton  gin  and  thresher. 
I'ollow  ing  the  d(  ath  of  his  first  w’ife  he  married 
again  and  he  and  his  second  wife  alsev  died  in 
Mabama.  He  was  a coinsistent  inemlier  of  the 
Ha[nist  church.  The  children  of  bis  first  mar- 
riage were;  Mary,  who  liecame  .Mrs.  YJadison 
and  after  losing  her  first  husband  became  Airs. 
Ward:  -Mr.s.  .\'anc\  Poser;  Ilarri.son.  a flajitist 
minister;  Airs.  Emeline  Hodges:  . Amanda,  the 
wife  lii  Al.  Thomas:  Alargaret,  the  wife  of  .A. 
Thomas:  .Mrs.  Hazelton  Wood:  Airs.  I'ratices 
Hickey;  anil  I'huina.  now  Airs.  .Able.  Of  this 
iuimlier  Eimdiiie,  Mary  and  Ehnitia  arc  all  who 
came  to  Texas. 

I'edlowing  his  marriage  Mr.  .Able  continued 
farming  imtil  1861,  when  he  enlisted  in  the 
h irst  .Alabama  Ca\-alry  imder  Colonel  P.lake} . 
the  reginietit  beitig  attached  to  the  .Army  of  the 
Tennessee,  with  which  he  did  much  scouting, 
skirmishing  and  fighting  and  was  also  on  picket 
duly.  He  titok  part  in  the  battle  of  .Missionary 
ixidge  and  iti  most  rif  the  impeirtant  engage- 
ments Cif  central  'rennessee  umler  General  Jos- 
' ph  \\  hee  ler  aitcl  ( iencral  I'orrest,  He  was  a 
laitliful  soldier,  alwavs  found  at  liis  [lOst  of  diitv 
;mcl  the  usual  c.xperiences  of  military  life  were 
iiis,  Inn  though  he  was  alwa_\s  on  active  ilutv 
he  was  never  woutidcd.  He  was  taken  prisoner, 
liowtver,  ,at  .Sevierrille.  1 ennc.'sce.  and  sent  to 
Rockioril,  I tliio,  when;  he  eagerlv  watched  for 
an  op])ortunily  to  make  his  eseane  At  leiigtli 
he  etnl>r;iei'(l  the  eliatiee  10  [>ass  the  guards, 
found  some  (Anifederate  friends  who  obtained 
t(>r  him  .1  l-ilue  uniform  and  thus  attired  he  madi' 
his  way,  without  suspicion,  on  the  railroad  train 
III  tile  south,  arrir  iiig  at  length  at  I.ondon,  Ten- 
nessee, Prom  that  jioint  he  trareled  to  hi.s 
home  on  fimt  through  the  woods  and  alter  ris- 
nmg  for  a short  time  with  lii;s  wife,  lie  rejoined 
his  comnniiid.  He  has  never  been  c.xehangcd. 
He  contimied  with  the  regiment  until  the  clo.se 
)f  the  war.  being  at  Halton,  Goc>rgia,  at  the  time 
oi  General  Lee's  surrender,  when  the  contmand 
thsbaisded  and  lie  returned  home,  .so  that  he 
has  never  } ct  surremiered  nor  been  paroled, 
lb,  found  his  farm  iii  bad  conditir'n  owing  to  the 


foraging  of  the  tvyo  armies,  there  being  little 
left  but  the  land,  two  cows  and  two  colts.  He 
had  no  capital  and  no  farm  implements  to  work 
with,  but  he  began  with  determined  puqiose  to 
bring  hi.s  farm  to  a high  state  of  cultivation. 
He  did  some  trading  and  in  this  W’ay  made  a 
little  money.  He  continued  to  resiiie  at  the 
old  homestead  until  1870.  when  he  sold  his  prop- 
erty there  and  came  to  Texas. 

.After  raising  a cro[)  in  Hunt  county,  lie 
bought  a farm  at  Pilot  Point.  Grayson  county, 
where  he  continued  for  a year,  when  he  sold 
out  and  in  1870  purchased  the  farm  on  which 
he  now  resides  at  Sadler’s  Bend  in  the  Red 
river  valley  in  Cooke  couiitv.  He  found  five 
families  at  the  bend,  but  the  radius  which  their 
ranches  covered  was  an  extensive  one.  for  small 
farming  was  not  vet  done  and  there  was  no 
more  than  seventy-five  acres  in  cultwation.  No 
cotton  bail  as  yet  been  raised  in  this  locality, 
nor  was  there  any  gin  to  bale  it.  Air.  Able 
imrchased  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of 
jirairie  land  in  Cove  creek  valley,  on  vvhich  were 
a few  scattering  trees,  and  then  building  a log 
cabin  he  began  the  struggle  of  breaking  the 
fields  ami  jilanting  crops.  In  due  course  of 
time  good  harvests  were  gathered.  When  he 
arrived  he  had  three  mules,  a yoke  of  .steers, 
two  wagons,  some  household  effects  and  twelve 
hundred  dollars  in  money.  With  determined 
jturpose  he  undertook  the  arduous  task  of  de- 
veloping a farm  and  as  the  years  have  passed 
hv  his  well  directed  labors  have  been  crowned 
with  success,  so  that  he  has  added  to  his  lands 
until  now  he  owns  twenty-three  hundred  acres 
surrounding  the  homestead  and  on  the  prairie. 
I le  also  has  eight  hundred  acre.s  of  pasture  land 
in  Alonlague  county,  and  over  five  hundred  acres 
ill  three  well  improved  farms.  He  has  given  each 
of  the  four  children  three  hundred  acres  and 
vet  todav  he  is  the  largest  landlord  with  more 
land  in  cultiv'ation  than  any  other  man  in  the 
countv.  having  thirty-nine  tenants  upon  his  farms, 
all  occujn  ing  good  houses.  He  ha.s  engaged  in 
raising  and  liandling  stock  and  for  many  years 
handled  cattle,  hut  has  abandoned  that  braucli 
of  the  Inisiness,  He  has  done  no  active  farming 
himself  for  some  years,  for  it  requires  all  of  his 
time  and  attention  to  supervise  his  tenants  and 
large  interests.  He  is  likewise  an  extensive 
stcKtkholder  in  the  Lindsay  National  Bank  at 
Gainesville  anti  loans  money  on  mortgage  se- 
curities. 

Air.  and  Airs.  Able  have  become  the  parents 
of  a son  and  three  daughters;  Thomas,  who  was 
horn  in  1856;  Fanny,  the  wife  of  Mack  Frank- 
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lin;  \ ictoria,  tlie  wife  of  J.  R.  Miller;  and  Tan- 
zader,  the  wife  of  J.  Agee. 

Great  changes  have  occurred  since  Mr.  Able 
cariie  to  Texas.  He  found  a country  in  which 
there  were  ni.any  desperadoes  who  stole  the 
.stock  and  plundered  the  homes  of  the  settlers, 
but  he  joined  a company  of  pioneers  and  made 
a run  after  a hand  of  thieves,  whom  they  fol- 
lowed to  the  Wichita  mountains,  where  a hot 
fight  ensued,  hut  they  succeeded  in  recovering 
the  stock  and  in  killing  some  of  the  bandits. 
Among  the  settlers  one  man.  Captain  Rowland, 
was  wounded  slightly  on  the  side  of  the  neck. 
]\Ir.  Able  has  been  closely  identified  with  the 
development  of  the  county  from  its  earliest  set- 
tlement and  his  labor  has  been  an  effective  ele- 
ment in  its  substantial  progress  and  improve- 
ment. lie,  has  lived  to  see  this  great  district,' 
once  wild  and  unclaimed,  transformed  into  fine 
farms  and  ranches,  owned  by  a contented  and 
prosperous  i>eople.  In  ])olitics  he  is  a Democrat 
and  both  he  anil  his  wife  are  members  of  the 
Missionary  Baptist  church.  He  has  had  no 
time  for  political  office,  however,  preferring  to 
give*  his  attention  to  his  business  affairs  and  he 
is  widely  recognized  as  a splendid  financier.  To 
him  there  has  come  the  attainment  of  a distin- 
guished position  in  connection  with  agricultural 
interests  and  investments.  He  has  been  careful 
in  the  purchase  and  sale  of  land,  .so  that  he  has 
always  realized  a goixl  profit  on  his  realty  trans- 
fers and,  recognizing  the  possibilities  of  the 
state  fof  farming  and  stock-raising,  he  has  ac- 
quired extensive  property'  holdings  and  now 
rents  his  land  to  various  tenants,  so  that  his 
income  from  his  leases  is  today  large  and  grati- 
fying. He  deserves  much  credit  for  what  he  has 
achieved,  for  wdien  the  war  closed  he  was  left 
almost  penniless  and  all  that  he  now'  has  is  the 
result  of  his  careful  management,  clear  judg- 
ment. experience  and  diligence. 

E.  B.  DIXON,  a well-known  fanner  of  ]\Ion- 
tague  county.  Texas,  dates  his  birth  in  Hardin 
county,  Kentucky,  November  22,  1847, 
longs  to  a family  that  figured  among  the  early 
pioneers  of  the  Lone  Star  state. 

Mr.  Dixon’s  parents,  Henry  and  Mary  A. 
(Parsons)'  Dixon,  were  both  natives  of  Ken- 
tucky. John  Dixon,  the  grandfather  of  E.  B.. 
was  a V irginian,  a fanner  and  a Ba]>tist  minister 
who  pioneered  to  Kentucky,  who  lived  there  for 
many  years  and  who  died  in  that  state.  His 
children  were  William.  Henry,  John,  Ebenezer, 
Nancy,  Anna  and  TMlly.  Henry  Dixon,  after 
his  marriage,  settled  on  a farm  in  Kentucky  and 
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continued  his  residence  there  until  .\ugust, 
I<S59,  when  he  moved  to  Texas  and  settled  in 
\\  ise  countv,  near  Decatur.  The  following  year 
he  came  to  iMontaguc  county  and  located  near 
Bowie,  where  he  improved  a ‘'mall  farm.  His 
family  remained  here  during  the  war  of  thc 
Rebellion  while  he  refugeed  to  the  north.  In 
the  fall  of  1865  he  returned  to  Texas  to  join 
his  wife  and  children,  they  having  moved  in  the 
meantime,  and  while  looking  for  them  near  Illi- 
nois Bend  he  was  assassinated  by  some  coward 
and  never  reached  the  loved  ones  who  were 
waiting  for  him.  Wdiile  in  the  north  he  was 
emi)lo\ed  as  a teamster  for  the  government  in 
Kan.sas  and  Missouri.  When  he  left  home  he 
was  acanj)]>anied  by  tw'o  of  his  sons,  who  en- 
tered the  I'xxleral  army,  one  d\ing  in  the  army 
short!}  afterward,  the  other  eonlinuing  until  the 
close  of  tlie  war,  after  which  he  returned  to 
Texas  and  is  now  located  in  Castor  countv. 
bather  and  sons  never  saw  each  other  after 
their  fir.st  separation  in  the  north.  The  mother 
survived  until  April,  H)02.  .-^lie  was  a daughter 
of  John  and  Barbara  ( Bailey  1 Par.sons,  natives 
of  \ irginia  and  early  settlers  of  Kentucky.  Both 
tiled  in  the  latter  state.  They  were  members  of 
the  Baptist  church.  I hey  had  six  children, 
nameh':  Elizabeth,  iUarv  .A.,  Enoch.  Sarah, 

Susan  aiivl  .Abigail.  Henry  and  Alarv  Dixon 
were  the  parents  of  four  children:  John,  who 
died  at  Fort  Gibson ; Susan,  who  w as  twice  mar- 
ried, first  to  a Mr.  Herring  and  after  his  death 
to  I.  Burnett,  and  who  dieil,  leaving  four  chil- 
dren; William,  and  E.  B. 

E.  B.  Dixon  was  twelve  years  old  at  the  time 
he  came  with  liis  parents  to  Texas.  During  the 
war  and  for  some  time  afterward  he  worked  at 
whatever  he  could  get  to  do  to  assist  in  the  sup- 
port t)f  his  mother  and  sister,  chiefly  farming. 
While  he  was  enqiloyed  at  .Spanish  Fort  he 
moved  his  mother  there  to  he  with  him  and  re- 
mained there  one  year.  Afterward  he  worked 
in  Cooke  county.  During  this  time  he  bought 
some  land  where  he  still  lives.  His  mother  and 
sister  came  to  care  for  his  home,  and  later  his 
mother  divided  her  time  between  his  home  and 
his  brother's  at  Red  River  Station,  his  sister 
meantime  having  married.  It  W'as  at  his  home 
that  his  mother  died. 

In  the  early  '70s  the  Indians  were  troiihk- 
soinc,  making  tiian\  raids,  stealing  horses,  etc., 
and  cau.sed  the  settlers  inueh  trouble.  AA'hcn 
Mr.  Dixon  located  on  his  present  [ilaec  there 
were  oiilt  two  small  farms  within  a radius  of 
five  miles  around  him.  and  he  has  been  a wit- 
ness to  the  marvelous  chaiige.s  that  have  been 
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uixnig’ht  here.  When  llie  school  lands  were 
placed  On  the  market  he  purchased  four  hund- 
red acres,  '['hat  was  in  iH^.  Since  then  he  has 
added  to  his  holding.s  until  he  nt)w  has  one^ 
thousand  acres,  one  hundred  and  fifty  of  which 
are  under  cultivation,  the  rest  being  used  for 
stock  purpitscs. 

f'oliticallc,  .Mr.  Dixon  is  a Democrat.  A plain, 
honest,  industrious  farmer,  successful  in  what 
he  lias  undertaken,  he  has  never  aspired  to  any 
.sort  of  public  life,  nor  is  he  identified  with  any 
fraternal  or  church  organization. 

In  1871  Mr.  Dixon  married  Miss  Nancy  [May- 
field,  a rialie  e of  Missouri  and  a member  of  one 
of  the  prominent  early  families  of  [Montague 
county,  Texas,  slie  being  a daughter  of  Will- 
iam I.  and  Susan  (Cooper)  Mayfield,  natives  of 
Iowa  who  moved  from  that  state  to  Nebraska 
and  thence  to  Missouri,  to  Indiana  and  to  Tex- 
as, landing  in  the  last  named  state  in  i860.  Mr. 
Mat  field's  first  settlement  here  was  in  the 
.southeast  jiart  of  [Montague  county,  where  he 
unproved  a farm  and  later  improved  a farm  at 
Illinois  Bend,  where  he  died.  He  was  a L nion 
man  and  a Methodist.  His  eight  children  in 
order  of  birth  were  Emily.  George.  Nancy,  Ser- 
elda,  Martha.  Jcdin,  Fllen  and  Peter.  By  his 
w ife  Nancy,  Mr.  Dixon  had  four  children,  name- 
Iv:  Verrella,  nOw  [Mrs.  Haney;  Emogene,  now 
.Mrs.  Haddock;  Anna,  now  Mrs.  .Smith;  and 
Williamson  A.,  of  I'ort  Worth.  The  mother  of 
these  children  died  in  i88fi.  She  was  a member 
of  the  Methodist  church,  in  which  faith  she  w'as 
reared.  In  December,  i88(),  Mr.  Dixon  married 
.Miss  l.aura  Haddock,  who  was  born  in  Missis- 
sippi in  i86j,  dangditer  of  John  Haddock,  who 
came  to  Tcx'as  in  1882  and  settled  near  Spanish 
l-ort.  where  he  bought  a farm,  and  remained 
until  his  death,  in  i8<>2.  He  was  a plain  farmer, 
a man  of  sterling  <]ualities  and  a consistent 
mendier  of  tlie  Alctliodist  church.  In  his  family 
were  six  children,  namely:  .Mien.  Idelaney.  Jon- 
athan (j..  I.^ura.  .Susan  and  Mary.  By  his  pre.s- 
i-nt  wife  Mr.  l.lixon  has  eight  children;  Silas, 
Guy,  Mary,  John.  FlKiiezer,  iiarfield.  George, 
and  W instead  M.  [Mrs.  Di.xoii  is  a Proiestanl 
.Mcthoilist 

JA.MES  GRA.Wll.B  HAVES.  The  con- 
■-lant  obsi:r\  er  is  ever  a.stoiii.'.hed  at  the  rajiidity 
.iii<l  siiddcmiess  with  w hich  men,  in  Texas,  have 
IKi'Scd  from  jiovert}"  to  indejiendeiiee  and  is 
]>uz/,led  for  a solntiim  of  the  apparently  ever- 
(kei>crilng  mystery.  W hatceer  the  answer  to 
the  ‘lueslion,  llie  cemdition  prevails  and  is  am- 


pl\’  illustrated  by'  the  life  of  this  and  other  gen- 
tlemen enriching,  to  po.sterity,  the  pages  of  this 
work.  Thirty  years  ago  our  subject  was  a 
beardless  bo}-  about  to  a.ssume  ni.s  humble  sta- 
tion in  life,  with  no  preparation  for  its  respon- 
sibilities. Twenty-five  y'ears  ago  he  w'as  strik- 
ing his  first  licks  as  the  head  of  a family  wu’th 
a team  and  fifty  dollars  as  his  only'  assets  be- 
tween the  newlv  married  couple  and  zero.  In 
the  five  preceding  vear.s  he  had  acquired  much 
of  value  from  experience  and  this  asset  together 
with  his  abundant  industry  may  account  fcir 
his  sure  and  quick  passage  from  “poverty  to 
independence.'' 

In  1815  Mr.  Hayes  accompanied  a sister  to 
Collin  county,  Texas.  He  was  then  a lad  of 
.sixteen,  had  been  reared  an  orphan  wdth  some 
of  the  disadvantages  which  that  condition  too 
often  entails  and  having  few  privileges  for  the 
intellectual  training  of  the  \'oung  and  tender 
j'Oiith.  He  had  a strong  body',  full  of  labor, 
and  thi.s  he  w'as  ftrepared  to  sell  at  the  top  price 
of  the  market.  In  the  course  of  his  career  he 
came  to  know  Charley'  Robinson,  a stockman 
of  Collin  county'  who  had  a ranch  in  Montague, 
and  the  latter  sent  him  hither,  in  1878,  to  take 
a position  on  said  ranch.  With  this  employer 
he  continued  until  his  marriage  when  his  ca- 
reer a.s  an  independent  farmer  commenced. 

Graii\  ill  Hay'es  was  born  in  Decatur  county, 
Tennessee,  May  22,  185h,  a son  of  Eli.sha  and 
Dolly  (Tubbs)  Ilay'es.  Hi.s  father  was  a native 
Tennesseean  and  w'as  killed,  probably'  at  Cedar 
Mountain,  in  the  Confederate  sert'ice.  Of  his 
early  life  we  have  no  account,  save  that  he 
grew  up  with  his  brother  James  and  had  be- 
come a modest  farmer  when  he  cnli.sted  in  the 
arm  v.  He  had  other  brothers,  Samuel  and  Asa, 
and  sister.s,  Polly,  Betsy  and  Telitha,  the  for- 
mer marry  ing  a \\  oods  and  the  last-named  a 
lllunt.  and  jiassed  her  life  in  .Arkansas. 

Mr.';.  Dolly  Tvdib.s  Haves  w'as  a daughter  of 
Lemuel  Fubbs  ami  departed  life  in  18G7.  leav- 
ing children,  namely  : I’crry',  wlio  left  a family' 
at  his  death  in  Tennessee;  Telitha,  of  Collin 
county,  wife  of  John  Box;  Marion  B.,  of  Ten- 
nessee; Alary,  w'ife  of  Joe  Evans,  of  Taylor 
county,  Te.xa.s.  and  J.ames  Granvill,  our  subject. 

Tlie  common  schools  had  little  ]>art  or  lot 
in  making  Granvill  Hayes  what  he  is  today. 
I lad  they  formed  an  important  link  in  his  bring- 
ing-up it  might  have  added  to  his  appreciation 
of  the  tilings  of  life  but  it  wouldn’t  have  pushed 
the  crooks  out  of  hi.s  furrows  or  have  produced 
more  bu.shels  to  the  acre  of  com.  When  he 
liaii  earned  the  means  to  <lefray  the  expense, 
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he  spent  five  months  in  school  in  Fannersville, 
Collin  county,  and  these  were  tlie  best  months  of 
his  school  career. 

As  appears  the  universal  condition  then,  for 
a time  after  his  marriage  he  cultivated  land  as 
a tenant.  He  then  pre-empted  an  eighty-acre 
tract  on  the  Bow'ie-Selma  road  which  formed 
the  nucleus  of  his  present  homestead.  When 
corn  and  cotton  raising  had  made  it  possible, 
he  added  seventy-nine  acres  to  this  body  and  on 
the  first  of  January,  1004,  he  purchased  one 
hundred  and  forty-five  acres  on  Sandy,  oh  the 
How'ard  Valley  road.  This  gives  him  three 
hundred  and  twenty-four  acres  and  represents 
his  substantial  accumulations  since  the  fourth 
day'  of  September,  1880. 

On  the  date  above  mentioned  Mr.  Hayes  mar- 
ried Miss  Eva  Pipkin,  a daughter  of  Philip  and 
Jane  (Norman)  Pipkin,  to  Texas  from  Illinois. 
Mrs.  Hayes  bore  her  husband  seven  children  and 
passed  away  January  24,  1901.  Of  this  family  of 
children  Mary  died  at  thirteen  y'ears  ; Etta  is  nine- 
teen, Maggie,  seventeen,  I,ula,  fourteen,  Frank, 
ten.  Dolly,  eight,  and  Dan,  four ; all  units  of  the 
family  circle. 

Granvill  Hayes  has  been  an  integral  part  in 
the  makeup  of  his  community  and  a positive 
force  in  its  development.  His  efforts,  in  con- 
nection with  those  of  his  neighbors,  have  added 
value  to  the  real  estate  of  the  locality  and  given 
the  latter  the  air  of  progress  and  civilization 
W'hich  it  exhibits.  His  industrious  habits  have 
been  inherited  by  his  numerous  daughters  now 
taking  their;  stations  as  young  women  and  their 
attachment  to  home  is  an  encouragement  and 
strong  su]>port  to  their  worthy  father. 

JOHN  SCANLAND  is  the  owner  of  six  hun- 
dred and  fourteen  acres  of  valuable  land  near 
Bulcher,  of  which  he  has  placed  two  hundred 
and  twenty-five  acres  under  cultivation  and  the 
rich  soil  responds  rcadih’  to  the  care  and  labor 
which  he  bestotvs  upon  it,  so  that  he  annually 
harvests  good  crops.  He  is  a pioneer  settler  in 
the  Red  river  valley  and  has  a wide  acquaint- 
ance in  his  part  of  Cooke  county.  His  birth 
occurred  in  Jackson  county,  Tennessee,  July  10, 
1839,  and  he  was  reared  to  farm  life,  while  the 
common  schools  afforded  him  his  educational 
privileges.  His  parents  were  Benjamin  and 
Elizabeth  (Sadler)  Scanland,  who  w'ere  likewise 
natives  of  Tennessee,  where  they  w'crc  married. 

The  paternal  grandparents  were  William  and 
Rachel  (Rogers)  Scanland,  of  Kentucky,  and' 
were  of  Irish  lineage.  They  became  pioneer 
settlers  of  Tennessee,  where  the  grandfather 
followed  merchandising  and  milling,  having  a 


mill  which  was  cj}>erated  by  water  power  in  the 
manner  of  the  olden  times.  He  vas  also  a pros- 
perous fanner  and  slave  owner  and  was  a popu- 
lar and  influential  citizen.  His  political  allegi- 
ance was  given  to  the  democracy  and  he  filled 
many  offices  of  honor  and  trust.  He  not  only 
serv'ed  in  political  jmsitions  in  his  count}',  but 
also  represented  his  district  in  the  state  legisla- 
ture, proving  a capable  working  member  of  the 
house,  so  that  his  course  was  one  which  reflect- 
ed credit  upon  his  constituents.  His  activity  in 
business,  his  public-spirited  citizenship  and  his 
genuine  personal  worth  combined  to  m.ake  him 
a valued  resident  of  his  part  of  the  state.  He 
had  four  children:  Clayton,  who  died  in  Ten- 
nessee; John,  who  died  in  Montague  county. 
Texas,  where  he  was  serving  as  county  judge 
at  the  time  of  his  demise;  Benjamin,  the  father 
of  our  subject;  and  Retridge,  the  wife  of  N,  Sad- 
ler. 

Benjamin  Scanland,  father  of  John  Scanland, 
spent  the  days  of  his  childhood  and  youth  in 
Tennessee  and  after  his  marriage  began  farm- 
ing there.  In  1852  he  removed  to  Texas  and 
pre-empted  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land 
in  Coc)kc  county,  developing  a homestead  farm, 
to  vvhich  he  added  as  his  o]>portunities  permit- 
ted until  he  owned  large  tracts  of  land.  He  be- 
came a prominent  and  successful  agriculturist 
and  slave  owner  and  w’as  also  a pioneer  resident 
who  contributed  in  large  measure  to  the  growth 
and  development  of  the  county,  which  w’as 
sparsely  settled  when  he  look  up  his  abode  with- 
in its  borders.  He  went  through  the  usual  ex- 
])ericnccs  of  pioneer  life  and  had  succeeded  in 
reclaiming  a good  tract  of  land  for  agricultural 
and  stock-rai.sing  purposes  when  the  Civil  war 
was  inaugurated.  He  was  a stanch  advocate  of 
secession  and  used  his  influence  for  the  support 
of  the  Confederacy.  He  did  not  join  the  regu- 
lar anny,  but  became  a member  of  Captain  Pot- 
ter's company  of  frontier  rangers  to  guard  the 
homes  from  hostile  Indians,  who  became  very 
troublesome,  running  off  the  stock  and  com- 
mitting many  murders.  At  times  entire  families 
were  massacred  and  the  work  of  pillaging  and 
burning  was  carried  on  until  the  country  suf- 
fered greatly  through  the  red  men.  Mr.  Scan- 
land wdth  others  did  much  valuable  servdee  in 
protecting  the  frontier,  and  he  continued  with 
Potter’s  company  until  its  dissolution.  He  was 
a broad-minded,  intelligent  business  man,  rated 
with  the  substantial  citizens  of  the  county.  At 
the  time  during  the  war  when  twelve  men  w'ere 
tried  and  hung  at  Gainesville  for  treason  he  was 
cho.sen  as  a member  of  the  jurv.  According  to 
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law  and  rviiUiwc  tlie  twelve  prominent  citizens 
who  cousiituicii  the  jury  pronounced  tlie  verdict 
•'!  guiUw  Tlie  order  <A  the  judge  of  the  court 
had  licen  to  select  twedve  of  the  be.st  and  most 
iiitclligein  men  in  tlic  county  for  jury  service  and' 
Mr.  Scaiiland  was  among  the  number.  He  was 
identitietl  with  all  the  progress  and  development 
of  Cooke  county  and  maintained  his  residence  at 
the  old  home.slead  twelve  miles  north  of  Gaines- 
'.  itle  until  hi.s  cliildreii  had  reached  adult  age  and 
started  in  life  for  ihemsclve.s.  About  a year 
jirior  to  his  death  lit  left  the  old  home  farm  and 
spent  his  la.st  months  with  his  .son  Jijlin.  He  wa.s 
horn  in  |ulv,  1817.  and  jia.ssed  away  in  January, 
i8</>,  at  the  age  of  .seventy-nine  tears.  He  had 
1'Hig  been  a faithful  member  of  the  Methodist 
church.  His  wife  preceiled  him  in  death,  pass- 
ing away  in  1870.  .'she  wa.s  a daughter  of  ITenry 
.Sadler,  a native  <U’  Tennessee,  and  of  Iri.sh  lin- 
eage, who  owned  land  and  slaves  in  that  state 
and  successfully  conducted  his  husine.ss  affairs, 
being  recognized  as  one  of  the  suh.stantial  citi- 
zens of  hi.s  coinimnnty.  He  serve. 1 as  a soldier 
of  the  war  of  1812  and  with  .\n«lrew  Jackson 
participated  in  the  battle  of  Xew  Orleans,  where 
the  .American  losse.s  were  ,so  few  that  it  was 
called  the  '‘tearless  battle.”  Of  the  .Methodist 
church  he  was  a devoted  and  loyal  member  and 
he  possessed  inanv  excellein  traits  of  character 
which  won  him  the  regard  and  good  will  of  hi.s 
i'ellowmen.  His  chiklren  were  as  follows;  Lee, 
who  died  before  the  war;  Nel.son,  who  tlied  in 
Tennc'sc-e;  .Mrs.  Pnidie  Thompstm;  Airs. 
Lewis;  Mrs.  I.flizabelh  Scanland ; John,  who 
died  in  Tennessee;  William,  whose  deatli  oc- 
curred in  Lamar  count},  Texas:  Polly,  who 

married  H.  Sadler  and  died  in  Cooke  coiiritv, 
Texas:  and  Wesley,  who  died  in  Texas.  L^nto 
L'.enjamiu  and  Elizabeth  (Sadler)  Scanland 
were  horn  six  children:  John.  <>f  this  review; 
IJetridge,  who  died  unmarried  ; .Rachael,  the  w ife 
"1  W.  E.  I'lOiired;  Xaiicy,  the  wile  of  R.  L. 
lUirns;  Maiw  . the  wife  of  Faxette  Gotired ; and 
Mi's.  Emma  Jouriiigan. 

John  Seanland  spent  the  first  thirteen  yeans 
of  hi.s  life  in  the  state  of  his  nativity,  and  in 
1832  accompanied  hi.s  jiarents  on  their  removal 
to  Cooke  county , Texas,  where  he  a.ssisted  hi.s 
father  in  opening  ii])  and  improving  the  home- 
stead farm.  .\t  the  lime  of  the  war  between 
the  north  and  the  south  before  liostilities  had 
har.iiy  been  begun  he  joined  a company  that 
look  possessirm  of  I'urt  .Xrlnickle  and  cajatured 
all  its  stores,  guns  and  aniniunition  for  the  use 
of  tlie  Gonfederaev.  They  held  the  fort  until 
reliewd,  after  which,  in  the  fall  of  Mr. 


Scanland  enlisted  in  Joe  Harris’  Chickasaw 
Pattalion,  in  which  he  continued  until  June, 
1862.  vx  hen  the  command  was  reorganized  un- 
der his  uncle.  John  Scanland,  who  had  been 
cajitain  of  the  first  compan)’  to  which  our  sub- 
ject beloiigeil.  This  command  with  tW’O  other 
companies  formed  Scanland’s  Squadron  and  was 
assigned  tiv  General  Coopier’s  command,  doing 
dui\  in  .Arkansas,  Mi.ssouri  and  Kansas.  They 
were  also  on  campaign  service  in  nortliwestem 
Texas,  and  Air.  .Scanland  of  this  review'  par- 
ticijiated  in  many  skirmi.shes  and  a number  of 
hotly  contested  battles,  including  the  engage- 
ment at  Xewtonia,  Elk  Creek.  Perry  Grove, 
Cain  Hill  and  the  fights  at  the  old  Fort  Wa}'ne 
in  the  Cherokee  X'alion.  He  was  in  the  cam- 
paign in  the  western  part  of  the  Indian  Terri- 
tory and  in  the  Wichita  mountains  had  an  en- 
counter w'lth  the  Indian.s,  wdiere  he  was  wounded 
in  the  musde.s  of  the  right  arm.  He  yet  holds 
the  arrow  head  as  a relic  of  that  event.  He  was 
never  taken  jirisoner  and  remained  continuously 
with  hi,s  command,  which  was  on  the  Concho 
river  at  the  time  of  the  close  of  the  war,  where 
the  company  disbanded,  the  men  returning  to 
their  respective  homes. 

Mr.  Scanlaud's  warfare,  however,  w'as  not  over, 
for  the  Indians  continued  their  depredations, 
running  off  the  slock  at  every  pos.sible  oppor- 
tunity, so  that  in  1867  with  six  companions,  Mr. 
.Scanland  started  in  piursuit  of  a band  of  In- 
dians wdio  had  stolen  a herd  of  horses  north  of 
Gainesville.  They  followed  them  to  a jdace 
north  of  the  Red  river  in  the  nation,  where  a 
regular  fight  occurred.  The  Indians  were  twen- 
ty-seven in  number  and,  thus  constituting  a far 
greater  force  than  the  wliite  men,  they  succeeded 
in  getting  away  and  taking  the  stock  w’ith  them. 
One  of  the  white  men  was  killed  and  another 
was  wounded  and  afterward  died  from  the  ef- 
fects of  his  injury.  The  casualtie.s  among  the 
Indians  were  not  known,  for  in  accordance  wdth 
their  usual  custom  they  carried  off  their  dead. 

Later  Mr.  .Scanland  settled  to  farming  and 
stock-raising  on  the  old  homestead  and  in  April, 
tH(G,  he  married  and  began  farming  on  hi.s  own 
account,  successfully  carrv'ing  on  business  on 
liis  first  property  until  1879,  when  he  sold  out 
and  came  to  Sadler’s  Bend  on  the  Red  river, 
where  he  purchased  six  hundred  and  fourteen 
acres  of  valley  land.  Later  he  added  to  this, 
l)ccoming  owner  of  an  extensive  tract.  At  the 
time  of  the  purchase  there  was  a log  house 
upi'in  the  ranch  and  a few  poor  improvements 
had  been  made.  He  placed  the  entire  farm  under 
fence,  erected  a commodious  frame  residence, 
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built  a barn  and  otbtr  buildings  for  the  shelter 
of  grain  and  stock,  set  out  an  urdiard  and  lias 
continued  in  the  work  of  iinproveincpt  along 
agricultural  lines  until  he  has  a verj'  j>roductive 
farm.  The  alluvial  soil  of  the  Red  river  val- 
ley responds  readily  to  cultivation  and  he  has 
placed  two  hundred  and  tv\enty-five  acre.s  under 
the  plow.  The  remainder  is  dewoted  to  pastur- 
age and  he  raises  and  sells  good  grades  of  stock. 

Mr.  Scanland  was  first  married  to  IMiSs  Henri- 
etta Wallace,  who  was  Ixirn  in  L.amar  county, 
Texas,  and  was  descended  from  an  honored 
pioneer  family  of  this  .state.  Her  father  >vas 
Captain  Robert  Wallace,  of  east  Tennessee,  who 
took  up  his  abode  in  T.amar  county  at  an  early 
day.  In  Alabama  he  had  been  an  ov^erseer  and 
in  this  state  he  filled  a similar  jw.sition  for  manv 
vears.  He  was  a large  man,  of  fine  phvsicjue, 
fearless  at  all  times,  and  he  knew  how  to  get 
the  best  service  from  the  negroes.  At  the  time 
of  the  war  he  raised  a company  for  the  Confed- 
eracy and  led  them  to  the  front  as  their  cap- 
tain. They  did  frontier  service  and  were  in  a 
mimber  of  hotly'  contested  engagement.s  with  the 
Indians.  Mr.  Wallace  also  figured  prominently 
in  connection  with  the  trial  and  hanging  of  the 
twelve  men  who  were  convicted  of  treason  at 
Cainesville.  In  Lamar  county  he  wedded  Mrs. 
Sadler,  a widow,  and  on  retiring  from  the  po- 
sition of  over.secr  he  began  farming  in  Fannin 
county  and  later  removed  to  Cooke  county, 
where  he  developed  a farm  from  the  land  that 
had  been  taken  up  by  his  wife’s  first  husband 
and  in  whose'  honor  Sadler's  Bend  on  Red  river 
was  named.  There  Captain  Wallace  remained 
successfully  until  1879.  when  he  went  to  Mon- 
tague county,  where  he  died  in  1881.  He  had  a 
wide  acquaintance  throughout  northwestern  Tex- 
as, and  was  a most  popular  citizen.  Wliile  liv- 
ing here  his  wife  made  a short  business  trip  to 
I’aris,  Texas,  where  slie  was  taken  suddenly  ill 
and  died.  Both  were  w'ortliy'  members  of  the 
Methodist  church.  Their  children  were : Mrs. 
Henrietta  Scanland:  and  Ann  Eliza,  the  wife 
of  J.  McAlister.  Unto  Mr.  Scanland  by  his 
first  marriage  v\  as  born  a ilanghter,  now  the  wife 
of  William  Howard,  a farmer  and  stockman  of 
the  CEoctaw  Nation.  In  1874  Mr.  Scanland  was 
called  U]XDn  to  mourn  the  loss  of  his  wdfc,  who 
had  been  a devoted  member  of  the  Methodist 
church. 

lie  afterward  wedded  Nancy  J.  Hughes,  who 
w'as  born  m Dade  county',  Georgia,  August  17, 
1848.  She  has  been  a devoted  wife  and  good 
helpmate  to  her  husband.  Her  parents  were 
Martin  T.  and  Elizabeth  fClunes)  Hughes,  the 


former  a native  of  Georgia  and  the  latter  of  len- 
nessec.  The  mother  died  in  Georgia,  and  the 
father  aftcrviard  removed  widi  his  family  to 
Te.xas  in  1880,  .speniling  two  years  in  Cooke 
county.  He  then  ivent  to  the  Indian  Territory, 
where  he  died  in  January.  1896.  He  served 
throughout  the  period  of  the  Civil  war  as  a loyal 
adv'ocate  of  the  Confederate  cause  and  he  be- 
longed to  the  Methodist  church.  In  the  Hughes 
family  were  eight  children:  Nancy,  now  Mrs. 
Scanland:  Mrs.  Calidonia  Street;  .Mrs.  Naomi 
Patti:  Samuel,  James  and  John,  who  follow 
farming  in  Texas;  .Susan,  the  wife  of  J.  McAl- 
iiter : and  Emma,  the  wife  of  J.  Hillen.  By  the 
second  marriage  of  IMr.  Scanland  there  are  two 
daughters;  'I'ennessee,  the  wife  of  John  Gosdin ; 
and  Rosalie,  the  wife  of  \N'.  A.  Alonroe. 

-Mr.  .Scanland  has  now  retired  from  active 
farm  labor  and  is  enjoying  in  a nell  earned  rest 
the  fruits  of  bis  former  toil.  He  still  resides 
on  the  old  homestead,  however,  where  he  so 
directed  his  efforts  for  many  years  that  he  came 
into  jx).ssession  of  a comfortable  competency.  He 
is  an  influential  advocate  of  the  democraev  and 
is  a faithful  member  of  the  Methodist  church, 
while  in  his  life  he  exemplifies  the  spirit  of  the 
iMa.sonic  fraternity,  with  which  he  is  also  affili- 
ated. 

C'H.ARLES  A.  DURING,  a veteran  of  the 
Confederate  Army  and  a pioneer  settler  of  Cooke 
county,  was  lK)m  in  Henry  county,  Georgia,  on 
the  tyth  of  March,  1822,  a sou  of  Reuben  and 
.Sarah  ((ihcnt  ) During,  tlie  former  a native  of 
\ irginia  and  the  latter  of  South  Carolina.  Air. 
During  was  of  Irish  lineage  and  was  married 
in  Georgia,  where  he  began  farming  and  became 
jironiincnt.  The  grandfather  of  oiir  subject  re- 
mained there  until  all  of  his  children  left  Geor- 
gia and  went  to  Tennessee,  where  his  remain- 
ing days  were  passed.  In  the  family  were  the 
following  named  : Reuben.  Elizabeth.  Robert  and 
Jessie. 

Reuben  During,  father  of  our  .subject,  married 
;ind  settled  upon  a farm  in  Georgia.  He  served 
in  the  war  of  1812  under  General  Jackson,  and 
when  not  in  military  service  followed  farming 
and  stock-raising,  thus  providing  for  his  family. 
His  death  occurred  before  the  Civil  war.  He 
had  no  a.spiration  for  public  office  but  lived 
the  life  of  an  honorable,  unpretentious  farmer. 
Both  he  and  his  wife  were  tnembers  of  the 
Primitive  Baptist  church  and  they  deserved  in 
large  measure  the  re.spcct  and  confidence  of 
those  with  whom . they  came  in  contact.  Mr. 
During  posses.sed  rather  a stern  disposition  and 
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was  tirin  in  hi.s  opinions  and  unfaltering  in  his 
siii)])ort  of  an_v  cause  which  he  espoused.  He 
<iied  in  the  \car  1843,  while  his  wife,  surviving 
until  i8tk).  pa.s.sed  awa\  when  one  hundred  years 
of  age.  Her  husband  was  seventy-five  years  of 
age  at  the  time  of  his  death.  Mrs.  During  was 
a daughter  of  Charles  Ghent,  of  Virginia,  who 
was  a veteran  of  the  Revolutionary  W'ar,  having 
f()Ught  for  five  \ears  in  the  cause  of  .American 
inde])endence.  He,  tr>o,  was  of  Trisli  descent.  .Af- 
ter the  war  he  settled  first  in  V'irginia  and  later 
w'ent  to  Tennessee,  which  W'as  then  a new 
country.  The  Indians  were  oftentimes  hostile 
and  there  were  wild  beasts  to  he  met  in  the 
forests,  while  wild  game  furnished  many  a meal 
for  die  earlv  settlers.  Mr.  Ghent  aided  in  plant- 
ing the  seeds  of  the  physical  and  moral  develop- 
ment of  the  county.  He  was  a prominent  far- 
mer and  slave  owner  but  before  his  death  dis- 
[lO.sed  of  all  his  slaves.  His  religious  faith  was 
indicated  by  his  membership  in  the  Baptist 
church  and  his  life  was  in  harmonv  with  his  pro- 
fessions. He  died  in  Tennessee.  .Among  his 
children  was  Sarali  Ghent,  who  gave  her  hand  in 
marriage  to  Reuben  During,  and  in  their  family 
were  nine  children:  James;  William;  Robert; 
Criah ; 1 wtha ; Polly,  the  wife  of  T.  D.  Har- 
ris; Delilah,  the  wife  of  T.  Colby;  Airs.  Alar- 
garet  Burch  ; and  Oiarles  .\. 

t'harles  ,\.  During  was  born  and  reared  in 
iicorgia  and  in  the  common  schools  acquired 
his  education.  Tie  was  married  in  1854.  after 
which  he  settled  upon  a farm.  He  posses.sed, 
however,  natural  mechanical  ability  and  worked 
at  all  trades  in  wastd  and  iron,  being  especially 
largelx  connected  w ith  carpentering  and  hou.se- 
l)uil<ling.  In  order  to  devote  his  attention  to 
mechanical  inir.suits  he  hired  others  to  carry  on 
the  work  of  the  farm  and  he  was  tlius  engaged 
until  after  the  inauguration  of  the  Civil  war. 
wlun  he  joined  the  State  Militia  and  did  guard 
dull  in  hi.s  state,  being  skitioned  for  a long 
time  at  ( ikteba  in  Hall  county,  guarding  prison- 
er,' and  deserter';.  There  he  spent  nearlv  two 
years,  after  which  he  engaged  in  making  spin- 
ning wheels  to  be  used  in  the  manufacture  of 
material  for  clothing,  lie  continued  in  the  army 
■aiitil  the  clo.se  of  the  war.  during  which  time  he 
did  -oiiu  farming,  and  he  also  continued  shop 
work  imtil  iftf'6.  when  he  came  to  Texas,  first 
sctiling  in  Rusk  county.  Here  he  followed  me- 
clianieal  pursuits  and  al.so  to  a limited  e.xtent 
carried  .in  farming.  When  six  years  had  pa.ssed 
he  rtinoved  to  (,'oc'kc  coitnly  in  1872.  settling 
w ill,  re  he  yvl  resides.  IK  re  he  first  purchased 
two  bmndred  and  si,\t\  acres  of  timber  land,  to 


which  he  has  since  added  four  hundred  acres,  .so 
that  he  has  a large  tract  of  six  hundred  and 
sixty  acres.  When  he  first  came  here  he  rented 
land  and  raised  a crop,  during  which  lime  he 
erected  a house  on  his  property.  He  then  set- 
tled in  his  own  home  and  soon  placed  his  farm 
under  cultivation,  since  which  time  it  has  been 
self-sustaining  for  he  has  never  failed  to  raise 
good  crops  sufficient  for  his  own  support  and 
also  sirme  for  .sale.  When  he  first  came  here 
little  farming  was  done  and  he  w'as  the  pioneer 
in  the  cultivation  of  cotton  in  his  neighborhood. 
He  did  his  marketing  at  Sherman,  w'hich  at  that 
time  contained  but  two  stores,  wdiile  Gainesville 
had  one  small  store  and  one  saloon.  When  he 
came  game  of  all  kinds  was  plentiful  and  wild 
beasts  roamed  at  will,  but  he  bad  little  time  for 
bunting,  as  his  attention  was  given  altogether 
to  his  fann  work.  He  has  since  sold  some  of 
his  property  but  he  still  retains  possession  of  twm 
hundred  and  seventy-five  acres  of  the  original 
homestead  and  he  has  one  hundred  and  sixty 
acres  under  cultivation,  w'hich  he  rents. 

Mr.  During  was  married  to  Miss  Sarah  H. 
Dickey,  who  was  horn  in  Georgia  in  1836,  and 
has  been  to  him  a faithful  companion  and  help- 
mate for  life’s  journey.  Bier  parents  w'cre  John 
and  Nancy  (Beard)  Dickey,  the  fomier  a native 
of  Irelaml  and  the  latter  of  South  Carolina,  in 
which  state  thev  w^ere  married.  Her  paternal 
grandfather  was  Jolin  Dickey,  Sr.,  a native  of 
the  Emerald  Isle,  who,  accompanied  by  his  fam- 
ily, crossed  the  Atlantic  to  the  new  world  at  an 
early  day,  settling  in  South  Carolina,  where  he 
reared  his  children.  He  became  a prominent 
agriculturist  there  and  was  also  a worthy  minis- 
ter of  the  Primitive  Baptist  church,  hi.s  upright 
life  winning  him  the  honor  and  respect  of  all 
with  whom  lie  was  associated.  His  death  occur- 
red in  that  state.  In  his  family'  were  five  chil- 
dren; Thomas;  Henry;  William;  John  and  Airs. 
Jane  Hickinbottom.  John  Dickey,  Jr.,  born  in 
Ireland,  was  a youth  of  thirteen  years  when 
he  came  with  his  family  to  the  United  States. 
He  was  reared  in  South  Carolina  and  after  his 
marriage  removed  to  Georgia,  where  he  reared 
his  own  family.  He  became  a successful  and 
well  known  agriculturi.st  of  his  coinmnnitv'  and 
enjoyed  in  high  measure  the  resiiect  of  those  with 
vvhc>ni  he  was  associated.  He  served  in  the  war 
of  1812  and  took  part  in  the  battle  of  New  Or- 
leans under  .Andrew  Jackson.  He  lived  the  life 
of  a jilain,  hone.st  farmer  and  w’as  a member  of 
the  Baiitist  church.  He  remained  in  Georgia 
until  old  age,  when  he  and  his  wife  came  to 
Cooke  county.  Texas,  and  spent  their  declining 
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years.  His  deatli  occurred  at  tlie  verj'  advanced 
age  of  one  hundred  and  two  years,  while  his 
w'ife  passed  away  when  ninety-eight  years  of 
j^e.  In  tlieir  family  were  seven  children : Rob- 
ert, who  removed  to  Mississippi,  and  there  died ; 
Mrs.  Jane  Crow ; William,  who  died  in  Georgia ; 
Mrs.  Sarah  II.  During;  Joseph,  who  served  in 
the  Civil  War  and  afterward  died  in  the  Indian 
Territory;  Samuel,  who' died  in  tlie  Confederate 
Army ; and  Franlclin,  who  served  throughout  the 
war,  was  taken  prisoner  and  was  sent  to  Cliicago, 
where  he  was  stationed  at  the  time  of  tlie  close  of 
hostilities.  He  afterward  died  in  Georgia. 

2ilr.  and  I\Irs.  During  have  become  the  parents 
of  six  children : John,  a prominent  farmer  of 
Cooke  county;  Franklin,  who  is  living  upon  the 
old  homestead ; Uriah,  an  undertaker  residing  at 
Cleburne,  Johnson  county,  Texas;  Nancy  J..  the 
wife  of  L.  Crow',  a farmer;  Levi,  a fanner;  and 
Zachariah,  a farmer  of  Oklahoma.  Mr.  During 
formerly  gave  his  political  allegiance  to  the  Dem- 
ocratic party  but  later  joined  the  ranks  of  die 
Greenback  part}'.  He  has  never  cared  for  nor 
sought  office  but  has  concentrated  his  energies 
upon  his  business  interests.  He  has  now  passed 
the  eighty-third  milestone  on  life’s  joumey  and 
in  a review  of  his  history  it  will  be  seen  diat 
perseverance,  enterprise  and  executive  manage- 
ment have  been  the  strong  and  sterling  elements 
in  his  career. 

WILLIAM  MARION  THOMAS.  Prom- 
inent among  the  professional  men  of  Palo  Pinto 
county  is  numbered  Dr.  William  Marion  Thom- 
as, who  is  engaged  in  the  practice  of  medicine 
and  surgery  at  Mineral  Wells.  lie  was  born 
near  Athens,  McMinn  county,  Tennessee,  and 
is  a son  of  S.  M.  and  Abigail  (Pierce)  Thomas. 
His  boyhood  days  were  spent  on  the  home  farm 
and  his  education  was  begun  in  the  public 
schools  and  continued  in  the  Grant  Memorial 
University,  at  Athens,  Tennessee,  wdiere  he 
W'as  graduated  in  1888.  During  this  time  he 
had  been  studying  medicine  and  he  finished 
his  professional  course  in  the  College  of  Physi- 
cians and  Surgeons,  at  Saint  Louis,  Missouri, 
where  he  was  graduated  in  1891.  He  then  came 
to  Blue  Ridge,  near  Farmersville,  Texas,  where 
he  entered  upon  his  practice,  and  although  he 
located  in  a district  where  he  was  a stranger 
and  had  a cash  capital  of  only  twenty-five  cents 
at  the  time  of  his  arrival  he  soon  w'on  his  way 
into  public  favor  and  gained  a constantly  grow'- 
ing  patronage.  His  close  application  to  his 
business  combined  with  his  thorough  and  prac- 
tical knowledge  of  the  principles  of  the  science 
of  medicine,  and  his  skill  in  demonstrating  re- 


medial agencies,  soon  brought  him  success,  his 
practice  reaching  proportions  in  excess  of  that 
of  any  other  country  practitioner  of  Northern 
Texas. 

In  1*J03  Dr.  Thomas  came  to  Mineral  Wells 
and  here  success  attended  his  efforts  as  it  had  in 
Collin  county.  He  is  now'  engaged  in  the  con- 
struction of  a fine  sanitarium  to  be  known  as 
the  Texas  Bath  House.  It  is  a two-story  brick 
structure,  eijuij^ped.w'ith  the  most  modern  con- 
veniences and  furnishings  known  in  the  best 
sanitariums  of  the  country,  and  it  is  also  sup- 
plied with  every  facility  for  the  treatment  of 
patients  w'ith  the  healing  w-aters  of  Mineral 
Wells.  The  sanitarium  is  being  erected  at  a 
cost  of  twelve  thousand  dollars  and  Dr.  Thom- 
as has  his  office  located  in  the  new  building. 
Dr.  Thomas  is  also  the  ow  ner  of  a very  fine  and 
valuable  ranch  of  sixteen  hundred  acres  in  the 
Bnazos  river  bottom  in  Palo  Pinto  county  and 
he  likewise  has  other  valuable  real  estate,  most- 
ly rich  farm  lands. 

Dr.  Thomas  was  united  in  marriage  in  Far- 
mersville, Texas,  to  Miss  Mary  Ilonaker  of  that 
place  and  they  have  five  children ; Horace 
Honaker : William  Marion ; -\ndrew  Orin  ; Lil- 
lian; and  Felix.  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Thomas  occu- 
py an  enviable  position  in  social  circles  and 
their  home  is  justly-  celebrated  for  its  gracious 
and  charming  hospitality.  The  Doctor  belongs 
to  the  Odd  Fellows  society  and  to  the  I\'Iethodist 
church.  He  has  never  been  active  in  politics 
as  an  office  seeker,  but  in  early  life  before  he  en- 
tered the  medical  j)rofession  he  engaged  in 
teaching  in  McMinn  county,  Tennessee,  and 
was  elected  and  served  there  as  county  superin- 
tendent of  schools.  In  his  profession  he  has 
made  continued  advancement  and  the  favorable 
judgment  w'hich  the  world  passed  upon  him  at 
the  outset  of  his  career  has  been  in  no  degree 
set  aside  or  modified,  but  on  the  contrary  has 
been  strengthened  as  the  years  passed  and  he 
has  demonstrated  his  ability'  to  cope  wnth  the 
intricate  problems  that  continually  confront  the 
physicians- 

ELISII.A  S.  R.^MSEY,  one  of  the  early  set- 
tlers of  Cooke  county,  and  a succe.ssful  farmer 
who  has  been  the  architect  and  builder  of  his 
own  fortunes,  is  a native  of  Atlanta,  Georgia. 
His  parents  w'cre  William  and  Sallie  (Brown) 
Ramsey,  natives  of  Nordi  and  South  Carolina 
respectively.  They  w'ere  married,  however,  in 
Georgia,  w'here  the  father,  who  was  a tanner  by 
trade,  carried  on  a tannery  at  Atlanta.  He  also 
owned  and  conducted  a farm.  At  the  time  of 
tlie  Civil  war  his  sympathies  were  with  the  Con- 
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federacy.  Lut  he  was  loo  a^ivaiiced  in  \ears  for 
active  service  in  the  field.  However,  he  became 
a member  of  the  Slate  Militia  and  sarv  some 
lig;ht  sendee  in  his  state.  During-  the  siege  of 
-\tlanta,  when  both  amries  were  foraging  in 
tl'.at  locality,  he  had  little  left,  his  estate  being 
largelv  crippled  for  his  stock  was  driven  off  and 
all  that  he  had  on  his  farm  that  could  be  used 
for  food  was  taken.  Those  were  trying  times 
which  followed  the  war  and  the  entire  ...oulh  was 
financially  crippled.  U'ith  others,  Mr.  Ramsey 
made  a heroic  attemi>t  to  recuperate  his  fortunes, 
remaining  in  Georgia  until  1871,  when  he 
removed  to  Graysem  county,  Texas.  Pur- 
chasing jiropertv  at  M hiteslxjro,  he  there 
remained  for  two  years,  wdien  he  .sold  out 
and  re.rviove<l  to  Gooke  county,  settling  at 
Marvsville,  where  he  Ix-ught  a farm.  There 
he  remained  throughout  his  remaining  days 
hut  died  at  the  home  of  iirie  of  his  sons. 
His  life  was  devoted  to  his  mechanical  and  agri- 
cultural fiursuits  wirhout  desire  for  i)ublic  office 
of  anv  kind  but  bis  genuine  w'Orth  commanded 
for  him  the  respect  of  everv  community  in  which 
he  lived.  His  wife  survived  him  and  died  upon 
the  old  homc-stead  farm.  September  28,  1905. 
She  liad  tw’o  brothers,  Elisha  and  James,  wdio  be- 
came residents  of  Grayson  county,  Texas,  and 
were  prominent  farmers  here  until  they  were 
called  to  their  final  rest.  Unto  Mr.  and  iMrs. 
William  Ramsey  were  born  seven  children  ; James 
M.:  of  Gainesville;  Elisha  S.,  of  tliis  review; 
Mrs.  Sar.'di  Whittington,  fieceased ; Lawrence, 
deceased;  P.etty : Wilie,  a grocer  of  Gainesville; 
and  John,  of  the  Indian  Territory. 

Elisha  S.  Ramsey  was  reared  to  farm  pursuits 
.■uid  educated  in  the  public  schools  of  Atlanta, 
Georgia.  He  came  to  Te.xas  with  Itis  parents  in 
1871,  settling  with  them  in  Cra3’son  coiuity, 
where  he  remained  until  1875,  when  he  was 
iiKirried  to  >.fiss  Ella  IMorrow,  wdiose  birth  oc- 
curred in  ‘"ieorgia  in  1856.  her  parents  being  V. 
T.  and  .Nancy  ( \dkinson)  Morrow,  both  of 
whom  were  natives  of  Georgia,  where  they  were 
married.  They  turned  their  attention  to  farm- 
ing, there  remaining  until  1876,  when  they  re- 
moved to  Texas,  l)c“Coming  residents  of  Smith 
couriiy,  w lienee  they  afterward  went  to  Grai  son 
C'nintv,  and  in  1874  ihev'  came  to  Cooke  count}-, 
where  Mr.  Morrow  became  a prosperous  and  en- 
ti-rjirising  agriculturist  of  the  community.  He 
died  in  1&18  at  the  advanced  .age  of  eight}-  years 
and  his  w ife  survives  him  at  the  venerable  age 
of  ninety-two  years,  timling  a good  home  with 
her  daughter,  f\lrs.  Hugh  W.  Roberts.  IMr. 
ftiurrow  was  a member  of  the  ]\tissionarv  Baptist 


church,  also  of  tlte  Masonic  fraternity  and  his 
widow  also  holds  membership  in  tliat  church. 
She  was  a descendant  of  an  honored  old  Georgia 
famil}-  and  by  her  marriage  she  became  the 
mother  of  two  daugliters:  Rhoda,  now  the  wife 
of  Hugh  W.  Roberts;  and  Mrs.  Nancy  Ramsey. 
There  were  also  two  sons  in  the  army  who  were 
killed  while  serving  in  the  Civil  w-ar. 

l.’nto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ramsey  have  been  born 
sev'en  children : Morrow,  a farmer  of  Cooke 
county ; Willie,  the  wife  of  S.  O.  IMcReath ; Mal- 
ison, Hiram,  Gordon,  Thomas  and  Essa,  all  at 
home.  Mrs.  Ramsey  is  a member  of  the  Mis- 
sionary Baptist  church. 

Soon  after  his  marriage  Mr.  Ramsey  settled 
uiKm  the  farm  in  Cooke  county,  whereon  he  yet 
resides.  He  first  purchased  forty-one  acres  of 
land  and  as  his  financial  resources  have  increased 
he  has  added  to  this  property  other  surveys  until 
he  now  lias  seven  hundred  and  forty  acres  under 
fence.  Pic  has  made  good  improvements  upon 
the  place,  has  erected  a commodious  frame  resi- 
dence, large  barn  and  other  outbuildings,  has 
planted  an  orchard  and  has  five  tenant  houses  all 
occupied.  Of  his  farm  two  hundred  and  fifty 
acres  is  under  a good  state  of  cultivation  and  an- 
nually produces  good  crops.  Mr.  Ramsey  is  a 
practical  builder  and  carpenter  and  not  only  has 
erected  the  buildings  upon  his  own  place  but  has 
also  done  some  work  in  this  line  for  others.  All 
that  he  posses.ses  has  been  acquired  through  his 
own  well  directed  labors  and  his  life  history 
stands  in  exemplification  of  the  fact  that  success 
is  not  a matter  of  genius  but  is  tlte  outcome  of 
clear  judgment,  experience  and  industry.  In  pol- 
itics he  is  a stanch  Democrat  but  without  aspir- 
ation for  office  although  in  matters  of  citizenship 
he  is  i>rogrcssive  and  docs  all  in  his  power  for  the 
w el  fare  of  his  community. 

SAIMUEL  C.  TICE  is  the  owner  of  four  hun- 
dred and  fortv-six  acres  of  good  land  in  Mon- 
tague county  and  in  his  farming  operations  has 
been  quite  successful.  He  is  numbered  with 
that  class  of  citizens  who  owe  their  advance- 
ment in  the  business  w'orld  to  tlicir  own  efforts 
and  his  life  record  prove,?  the  value  of  industry 
and  enterpri.se  .as  factors  in  a prosperous  career. 
He  was  horn  at  Ilaniiihal,  Missouri.  December 
3,  1857,  his  parents  being  Martin  .and  Dorcas 
(Piggett)  Tice,  both  of  v.ffiom  were  natives  of 
\‘irginia.  The  paternal  grandfather.  David 
Tice,  was  likewise  born  in  the  Old  Dominion 
and  at  an  early  day  became  a farmer  and  stock 
raiser  c)f  Missouri,  where  he  resided  tliroughout 
his  remaining  days.  He  died,  how^ever,  while  on 
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a visit  at  Fort  Smith,  Arkansas.  In  his  family 
were  five  children;  Martin.  John,  Reubetv,  Mrs. 
Nancy  Sirns  and  Ferry.  The  family  were  Bap- 
tists in  religious  faith. 

I\Tartin  Tice  spent  the  days  of  his  boyhood 
and  youth  in  the  state  of  his  nativity  and  was 
married  there  to  Miss  Dorcas  Piggett,  after 
which  he  began  farming  in  that  state.  Several 
children  had  been  born  unto  them  ere  their  re- 
moval to  Missouri.  The  father  lived  at  five  dif- 
ferent places  in  that  state  and  about  1878  came 
to  Montague  county,  Te.xas,  having  exchanged 
his  Missouri  land  for  a farm  in  this  locality,  to 
which  he  afterward  added,  carrying  on  the  work 
of  cultivation  and  improvement  until  his  life’s 
labors  were  ended  in  death  in  1898.  He  met  with 
a fair  measure  of  success  in  tilling  the  soil  and 
raising  stock  and  in  all  of  his  busine.ss  dealings 
was  .strictly  honorable,  winning  the  confidence  of 
his  fellow  men  through  his  unassailable  integrity. 
His  wife  survived  him  only  ten  days  and  was 
laid  by  his  side  in  l\Iallard  cemetery.  Both  were 
members  of  the  Baptist  church.  In  tlieir  family 
were  the  following  children : Eliza,  the  wdfe  of 
E.  Everman,  who  served  in  the  Union  army  in 
the  CiHl  war;  James,  who  enlisted  in  Missouri 
as  a member  of  tlie  Union  army ; David  and 
Cummins,  who  are  living  in  Oklalioma;  Ellen, 
w'ho  became  Mrs.  Bashurs,  and  after  losing 
her  first  husband  married  John  C.  Burk;  Sam- 
uel C. ; Mary,  deceased ; and  George,  w-ho  is  en- 
gaged in  the  stock  business  in  Missouri. 

Samuel  C.  Tice  rvas  reared  in  Missouri,  le- 
maining  under  the  parental  roof  until  sixteen 
years  of  age,  w’hen  he  started  out  in  life  on  his 
own  account  and  has  since  been  dependent  on 
his  own  resources.  He  came  to  Texas  in  1875, 
going  first  to  Clarksburg,  in  Red  River  county, 
w'here  he  rvas  employed  on  a farm  for  nine 
months.  He  afterward  spent  three  months  as 
a farm  hand  in  Collin  county  and  later  went  to 
Sherman,  where  he  again  secured  emplojanent 
at  farm  labor.  He  spent  the  fall  and  winter  of 
1876  in  that  locality  and  was  married  there,  the 
lady  of  his  choice  being  Miss  Margaret  Terry, 
who  was  born  in  Missouri  in  1854,  a daughter  of 
David  and  Mary  (Lee)  Terry,  both  of  Missouri, 
'ITie  father  served  as  a defender  of  the  Union 
cause  in  tlie  Civil  war.  He  w’as  a blacksmith 
by  trade  and  was  detailed  to  shoe  Tiules  and 
horses  and  also  did  service  as  a miller.  He  en- 
gaged in  the  milling  business  after  the  war  and 
died  in  Missouri.  In  1878  his  wddow  came  to 
Texas  and  while  en  route  to  her  old  home  in 
Missouri  she  died  in  the  Indian  Territort".  Both 
were  devoted  members  of  the  RIethodist 


church.  They  reared  a family  of  seven  daugh- 
ters: Elizabetli,  the  wife  of  1'.  i'lce  ; Mrs.  Nancy 
Smith;  Rirs.  Mary  A.  Welch;  .Mrs.  Lou  Carr; 
Margaret,  the  wife  of  Samuel  C.  Tice ; Mrs. 
iMailha  Cox;  and  Mrs.  .Meli.ssa  Taylor. 

In  the  spring  of  1877  Rlr.  Tice  of  thi.s  ro\icw 
returned  with  his  wife  to  his  father’s  old  home 
fann  in  Missouri,  where  he  remained  for  about 
a year,  and  then  again  located  at  Sherman, 
'Pexa.s,  where  he  engaged  in  the  grocer}'  busi- 
ness. The  father  afterward  brought  his  family 
to  this  .state  and  settled  in  RIontague  county. 
.Samuel  C.  Tice  adniittevl  J.  H.  Buff  to  a part- 
nership in  the  grocery  business,  but  after  four 
months  sold  his  interest  and  removed  to  Mon- 
tague count} , where  he  rented  a farm  and  rai.sed 
a crop.  He  then  purchased  the  land  on  which 
he  now  re,=ides  and  improved  the  place,  .\ftcr 
ten  years,  however,  he  sold  out,  but  he  again 
puicliased  the  property.  He  had  two  hundred 
and  forty  acres  and  he  has  since  purchased  his 
father’s  homestead  farm,  so  that  his  realty  hold- 
ings aggregate  four  hundred  and  forty-six  acres. 
Rluch  of  this  land  he  nmv  rents.  He  has  given 
his  attention  to  the  tilling  of  the  soil  and  raising 
stock  and  is  regarded  as  an  enterprising  agri- 
culturist, who.se  prosperity  is  attributable  en- 
tirely to  his  own  efforts.  .As  stated,  much  of 
his  land  is  rented,  while  he  gjves  his  attention 
to  his  stock  and  other  interest.s.  His  business 
affairs  have  been  ver}  capably  conducted  and  by 
perseverance  he  has  overcome  all  difficulties  and 
obstacles  in  his  path,  working  his  .va}  steadily 
upward  to  success.  He  is  a stanch  Democrat 
and  for  twelve  years  has  filled  the  office  of  presi- 
dent of  the  school  board,  the  cause  of  education 
finding  in  him  a warm  friend.  He  belongs  to 
tlie  Aloderii  Woodmen  camp  and  in  fraternal, 
political  and  busines.s  circles  is  highly  esteemed. 

Unto  Mr.  Tice  by  his  first  marriage  were  bom 
four  children:  Russell,  now  the  wife  of  E. 
Brown:  Rose,  the  wife  of  M’illiam  Gabbart; 
Clarence,  at  home;  and  Rfaude.  at  Saint  Jo.  On 
the  i6th  of  March,  1905.  Mr.  Tice  was  again 
married,  his  second  union  living  with  Miss  Lee 
Brooks,  a daughter  of  W’illiam  Brooks,  w-ho  was 
born  and  reared  in  Texas,  and  is  a f-irmcr  and 
stock  raiser  residing  in  Montague  county.  ■ He 
votes  with  the  Democracy  and  is  a member  of 
the  Ba])tist  church.  His  children  were:  l.ee, 
now  Mrs.  Tice : and  Pearl,  the  wdfe  of  G.  M'at- 
son.  The  mother  died  Rlarch  0,  1900,  and  the 
father  aftenvard  married  Betty  Tri  ce  and  resides 
upon  a farm  in  this  county.  In  presenting  the 
personal  history  of  Samuel  C.  Tice  we  give  to 
our  readers  Uie  history  of  one  of  the  well  known 
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citizc  ..1  ihi.'  jKirl  of  du-  state,  vx  lio.se  lalxr.-, 
have  |inivci.l  the  ha.-.!?,  tjf  lii.s  ^ltccess  and  whose 
rcconl  is  [iroof  of  the  fact  that  strati htisi- 
ncss  advanceinenl  can  he  g-aiiicd  thrmifjh  dcter- 
■.iiiiicd  ami  honeTaijle  effort. 

F-D\f  ARD  H’TZ  i.s  a prominent 
real  estati'  ..perator  if  \‘ernon.  Wilbarger 
connt>.  has  been  identilied  with  the  industrial 
and  agricitliural  development  of  thi.s  section  of 
Northwest  Texa.s  since  the  pioneer  time.s  and 
before  the  advent  of  the  railroad,  ami  as  a pub- 
lic-sj)iriteil  citizen  and  wlKdc-souled,  genial 
gentleman  has  won  the  esteem  of  all  residents 
. if  his  Community. 

Mr.  Lutz  is  a northerner  by  birth  and  train- 
ing. l)Ut  his  jiersoiial  character  and  qualities 
of  leadership  are  such  that  he  has  made  himself 
welcome  among  the  men  of  the  sunny  south 
and  is  one  of  the  niiist  poimlar  citizens  of  his 
town.  He  was  born  in  (Ireene  county,  Ohio, 
at  Xenia.  September  i~.  1851).  His  father,  John 
F'.  Lutz,  was  born  at  Harrisburg,  Pennsylvania, 
in  1828,  moved  from  there  to  \ irginia,  thence 
tn  Maryland,  where  he  was  married  to  Miss  Sa- 
villa  \\  <)olfi:ird,  who  was  born  in  Maryland  in 
1834;  and  in  1852  he  Ic^cated  .at  Xenia.  Ohio, 
where  he  and  his  wife  still  make  their  home, 
bc)th  being  now  past  the  Psalmi.st’s  three  score 
and  ten  years.  While  in  young  manhood  John 
E.  I.iitz  became  a m.achinist  and  wagon-maker. 
<ind  in  Xenia  he  started  a small  shop  which 
finally  developed  into  a wagon  and  carriage 
manufactory  of  considerable  importance.  In 
later  years  the  centralization  of  such  industries 
by  large  corporations  w'orked  detrimentally  to 
the  manufacturing  department  of  the  Lutz 
concern,  and  the  esnablishment  is  now  tlevoted 
largely  to  custom  work  on  wagons  and  car- 
riages, Iteing  in  charge  of  Henry  Lutz,  another 
son  of  the  founder  of  the  business. 

Mr.  Lutz  wa.s  e<lucated  in  the  jnihlic  scIkhiIs 
of  Xeni.'i.  After  a thorough  apprenticeship  in 
bis  fatherX  business  he  became  e.xperl  as  a ma- 
climisl  and  in  wagon  and  carriage  work,  but 
did  nCiT  ci.intinue  in  this  line  of  business  as  a life 
work,  11c  left  < )bio  and  came  out  to  Texas  iu 
ISSfj,  and  in  that  vear  became  connected  with 
the  land  (kqiartmeiit  of  the  Texas  and  Pacific 
Ttailroad.  under  ''icneral  Immi.gration  .Agent 
.''abin.  of  that  comp.'uiy.  That  business  took 
him  into  western  Texas,  which  wa.s  then  but 
.'fiarscly  settled,  'The  outlook  was  promising 
enongli  so  that  he  left  the  employment  of  the 
railr<iad  compan\  in  l88,->  with  the  object  of  lo- 
cating [icrmancntly  in  some  advantageous 
j>orti<u>  of  Norlluvcs!  'Fexas.  .1  new  connlry 


which  was  just  then  being  opened  u)>  to  agri- 
cultural settlement  by  the  building  of  the  Fort 
\\  urth  and  Denver  City  Railroad.  When  Mr. 
Lutz  started  for  bis  destination  the  railroad 
had  been  completed  oiih'  from  Fort  AA'ortli  to 
ll.'irrold,  in  \\  ilbarger  County,  so  that  from  the 
western  terminal  he  had  to  take  the  stage  to 
A eriii.'n.  where  he  located  in  1885  and  where  he 
has  made  his  home  ever  since.  A'ernon  was  in 
that  t ear  a ty[)ical  cowdioy  town,  and  as  rough 
and  uncouth  as  any  range  town  in  this  part  of 
the  state.  'Fhe  criuntry  to  the  west  and  north 
was  infested  by  desperados  and  renegades 
who  frcqnenth'  interfered  seriously  with  the 
work  of  the  new  and  permanent  settlers  just 
then  beginning  to  develop  the  agricultural  re- 
sources tbereabout. 

Air.  Lutz  established  himself  in  the  land  busi- 
ness at  A^eruiiU,  and  has  been  identified  with 
that  department  of  enterprise  ever  since  wuth 
the  exception  of  a few  months  that  he  .spent 
as  a mechanical  expert  on  construction  W'ork 
for  the  M.  K.  & T.  anti  the  Santa  Fc  railroads 
when  ihtise  lines  were  being  built  into  Texas 
during  the  eighties.  In  addition  to  his  private 
land  dealings  he  is  agent  for  and  handles  a large 
lot  of  the  railroad  lands  in  northwestern  Texas 
belonging  tt>  the  Houston  and  Texa.s  Central 
Railroad.  The  real  estate  business  affords  not 
only  a large  field  for  individual  business  enter- 
prise but  also  great  opportunities  for  public- 
spirited  ilevelopment  ami  w'ork  in  behalf  c)f 
growdng  communities  and  expanding  indus- 
tries. Air.  Lutz  has  been  especially  conspicu- 
ous in  thi.s  phase  of  his  w'ork,  and  has  spent 
freely  to  his  time  and  money  in  advertising  the 
ailvantages  of  Vernon  and  Wilbarger  county, 
and  has  thus  been  a potent  factor  in  bringing 
the  population  and  prosperity  of  the  country 
to  a point  where  it  will  compare  most  favorably 
with  any  communities  in  .Northwest  Texas, 
having  started  in  wdien  no  fanning  wdiatever 
was  done  in  thi.s  section  of  the  state.  Air.  Lutz 
lias  al.so  dealt  extensively  in  Texas  lands  gen- 
erally, and  during  hi.s  busy  career  in  this  city 
he  has  promoted  many  large  and  important 
deals. 

Air.  Lutz  is  a strong  Kejniblicaii  in  his  pediti- 
cal  convictions,  but  his  honestly  felt  and  hon- 
estly expressed  sentiments,  while  forbidding 
him  a share  in  the  life  and  affairs  of  the  domi- 
nant partv  of  the  state,  have  none  the  le.ss  gained 
him  the  respect  and  esteem  of  all  clas.ses  of  citi- 
zens. .As  evidence  ^>f  this  and  a.s  a tribute  to 
his  worth  his  townsmen  elected  him  to  the  of- 
fice of  alderman,  and  he  has  continued  in  this 
|)0.sitioii  fi'r  several  years,  always  being  elected 
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by  a very  large  majorit}'.  As  a Republican  he 
has  clone  much  to  preserve  and  increase  the  in- 
fluence of  the  party  organization  in  this  state. 
He  was  a delegate  to  the  national  convention 
in  180C.  when  McKinle}’  was  nominated,  and 
was  also  chosen  a delegate  to  the  party’s  na- 
tional convention  in  Chicago  in  June,  1004.  He 
is  senatorial  chairman  of  the  Republican  state 
committee  for  the  twenty-ninth  senatorial  dis- 
trict, and  as  such  is  a member  of  the  state  com- 
mittee. 

In  addition  to  land  and  real  estate  Mr.  Lutz  is 
in  the  insurance  business.  He  has  the  abstrad 
books  for  Wilbarger  county.  The  country  in 
this  c'icinity  is  thoroughl3'  familiar  to  him,  a,'  he 
has  been  over  it  in  ever}'  direction.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  executive  comniittec  of  the 
Texas  Real  Estate  and  Industrial  A.ssociation. 
with  wliich  he  has  been  connected  ever  since  its 
organization  several  years  ago.  At  his  own 
expense  he  prepared  an  attractive  exhibit  of  the 
resources  and  productions  of  Wilbarger  coun- 
t\'  for  the  St.  Louis  Y’orld's  Fair,  where  he  took 
the  silver  medals  oii  wheat  and  on  cantaloupes. 
-\t  the  Dallas  Fair,  t<)o5.  he  took  first  ])remiuni 
on  the  best  county  exhibit,  and  three  first  pre- 
miums on  wheat,  hanl,  soft,  and  u inter  wheal, 
and  second  on  oats. 

Mr.  Lutz  is  a Ma.son  with  the  Knight  'Fem- 
plar  degrees  and  is  connected  with  the  local 
commander3^ 

He  was  married  at  Vernon,  December 
1897,  to  iVIiss  Maud  Thurman,  and  they  have 
three  children ; John.  Robert  and  Mary. 

JAMES  2ti.  McNARR,  a veteran  of  the  Con- 
federate arm3'  and  one  of  the  early  settlers  of 
Cooke  count3%  is  a man  of  strength  of  character, 
of  firm  purpose  and  of  splendid  cpialities.  He 
is  now  devoting  his'  attention  to  farming  and 
stock-raising.  His  birth  occurred  u'  east  Ten- 
nessee, February'  26,  1841,  and  he  was  reared 
to  the  honest  toil  of  the  farm,  while  the  com- 
mon schools  afforded  him  his  educational  privi- 
leges. His  parents  were  James  R.  and  Esther 
(Flanagan)  McNabli),  both  of  whom  were  na- 
tives of  Tennessee,  where  tliey  were  married. 
The  paternal  grandfather,  Nathan  A'lcNabb,  was 
also  a native  of  that  state,  and  'was  of  Scotch- 
Irish  descent.  The  family  was  established  in 
America  at  an  early  ]>eriod  in  the  development 
of  the  new  world  and  representatives  of  the  name 
became  pioneer  settlers  of  Tennessee.  Nathan 
McNabb  became  a prominent  farmer  and  en- 
joyed the  trust  and  confidence  of  the  people 
throughout  the  community  in  which  he  lived.  He 
made  his  home  in  Tennessee  up  to  the  time  of 
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his  death.  His  children  were;  J.ames  Ik,  lather 
of  our  subject;  Nathaniel,  who  died  in  Texas; 
Alford  and  Armstrong,  wlio  died  in  Teimessee; 
Mrs.  Lorina  Stanley  ; and  Fode. 

James  P.  MeXabb  spent  his  youth  in  the  state 
of  his  n.ativity  and  was  there  married,  after 
which  he  began  farming  among  the  Cherokee 
Indians,  who  still  inhabited  that  section  of  the 
state.  In  1851  he  sold  his  ])roperty  there  and 
removed  to  Alissoufi,  where  he  carried  on  gen- 
eral agricultural  pursuits  until  1858.  Tliat  year 
w'itnessed  the  arrival  of  the  family  in  Texas  and 
they  first  located  in  Ikannin  county,  where  they 
raised  two  crops,  coming  thence  to  Cooke  county 
in  i860.  They’  located  the  home.stead  near  the 
site  of  Mary’sville,  although  the  village  has  been 
platted  since  that  time.  The  father  secured  one 
luincfred  and  sixty-  acres  of  land  and  later  pur- 
chased eighty  acres.  This  he  transformed  into 
a good  fann  whereon  he  spent  his  remaining 
days.  The  family  all  came  togcdicr  to  Texas 
and  the  mother  died  in  this  county',  after  which 
the  father  returned  to  Alissouri,  where  his 
death  occurred  in  i&>/.  Roth  were  members  of 
the  Methodi.st  church  and  they  were  well  known 
in  the  communitv  where  their  many'  excellent 
traits  of  heart  .and  mind  gained  them  the  friend- 
ship of  those  with  whom  they  were  associ;itcd. 
In  their  family  were  nine  children:  A.  IL,  vvho 
yet  resides  in  Missouri;  Mathew,  who  died  in 
that  state  at  the  age  of  eighteen  years;  James 
AI.,  of  this  review  ; Theodore  \Ak,  who  is  living 
in  Nocona,  Texas;  Alary  E.,  the  wife  of  J. 
Thomas ; Nathaniel,  who  died  in  this  state,  leav- 
ing a Family ; \\k  A.,  who  died  in  Missouri ; 
Rebecca  J.,  who  married  and  died  in  Alissouri; 
and  Lucrctia,  the  wife  of  M.  Holt,  of  this 
county. 

Janies  .\f.  AfcNabb  accomjianied  his  iiarcnts 
on  their  various  removals  until  he  became  a res- 
ident of  'I'exas.  Here  he  assumed  the  ma.n.'igc- 
ment  of  his  father's  land  and  had  erected  a cabin 
and  secured  some  of  the  comforts  of  life,  at  the 
same  time  placing  a part  of  his  land  under  cul- 
tivation. He  was  married  on  the  _30th  of  Decem- 
ber. i860,  and  was  making  arrangements  for  a 
penmanent  settlement  when  in  tSti2  he  enlisted 
for  service  in  the  Confederate  army  as  a mem- 
ber of  the  Twenty-ninth  Texas  Cavalry  under 
command  of  Colonel  DeMos.s.  The  regiment  was 
assigned  to  the  Trans-Alissi.ssippi  department  and 
ilid  service  largely  in  .Arkansas  and  die  Indian 
Territory,  taking  part  in  many  skirmishes  and 
.some  fights.  .After  reaching  Fort  Wichita,  Mr. 
AIcNabb  was  granted  a diirty-days  furlough  and 
this  sav’cd  his  entire  family  from  being  massacred 
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in'  Indians.  It  \\as  in  the  fall  of  1863  and  while 
at  homo  he  heard  that  tlie  red  men  were  on  a 
raifl.  That  ni^ht  all  the  famil}  left  the  cahin 
ami  went  to  a iiei^'hbor's  a few  miles  awa\ . Tlie 
ft  llowing  niornitig  l\Ir.  .Mc.Nahh  returned  to  the 
liotme  alone  with  a saddle  horse  which  he  hitched 
in  the  yard.  He  wa,s  looking  about  the  cabin 
when  he  saw  the  red  men  and  as  he  left  the 
house  he  discovered  that  he  wa.s  almo.st  sur- 
rounded, but  noticing'  a vacant  space  he  mounted 
his  horse  and  made  his  escape.  The  Indians 
helped  themselves  to  wliatever  they  wanted, 
burned  the  house  and  all  its  contents  ;ind  left 
the  family  w ilh  onh  what  they  wore.  The  Indi- 
ans then  tvent  to  the  next  house,  that  of  Mr. 
Potter,  but  they,  too,  had  gone  to  the  Saunders 
home  \\hcrc  the  .MeXabhs  had  taken  refuge. 
There  they'  pillaged  ami  hnnie<l  the  place,  after 
■ivhich  litey  started  for  the  Saunders’  home,  where 
tile  settlers  liau  congregated  am!  were  making 
ready  to  fight.  A.s  the  Indians  aiiproached  Cap- 
tain Rowland  also  came  wiili  a part  of  his  fron- 
tier company  and  a battle  eiisncd,  three  white 
men  being  killed,  after  which  lhe\  were  buried 
in  blankets.  The  killed  among  the  Indians  was 
not  known,  for  according  to  their  custom  they 
carried  off  llicir  dead.  They'  continued  on  in 
the  direction  of  Gainesville  and  picked  tip  a 
large  herd  of  horses  with  tvhich  they  made 
across  the  Red  river.  This  was  the  only  fight 
with  the  Indians  in  which  Ylr.  MeXabb  took  part. 

Owing  to  the  iinsettle<l  condition  of  the  coun- 
iry  and  the  constantly  threatened  dangers,  he  rc- 
nuA'cd  his  family  to  Fannin  county,  where  they 
remrdned  until  after  the  war  was  over.  .\11  of 
bis  ]icrsonal  projiertv— horses,  liousehold  goods, 
clothing  and  prewisions — had  been  taken  and 
either  use.1  or  dtstroved  by  the  Indians  and  the 
family  were  thercfcWe  in  a sad  plight.  After  set- 
tling in  F'annin  conntt  Ylr.  McXaVih  returned 
to  the  army  and  joined  his  command  in  .\rkansas 
on  the  Red  ri\'or,  where  tlie  troops  were  en- 
c.inifK'd  for  the  winter.  The  following  spring 
they  .started  in  pursuit  of  the  Federal  trooiis 
winch  they’  follow cd  to  Caniden,  where  a fight 
h,ad  taken  ftlacc,  knowr,  as  the  .‘'aline  river  cn- 
g-igement.  Later  Mr.  rtlcKahh  with  his  regiment 
!<>ok  ji.'irt  in  the  cani'iaigms  through  \rkau=as 
ami  eventually  veachec]  1 lenipstcad,  Texa.-.  where 
news  of  Lee's  stiiTender  was  received.  Tlie 
ivgiincni  th<-ii  ili.'banded,  its  memljcrs  returning 
to  tlicir  homes.  Some  time  before  they  had  been 
(lismoiintcil  am!  all  were  couiyiclled  to  make  their 
way  home  as  Ix-'t  they  C''.ul<l,  most  of  tliem  cov- 
ering the  distance  on  foot.  Ylr.  McX'ahh  had 
p.'U'hcipaied  in  niant  .'kirnii'-hcs  and  snme  hotlv 


contested  battles  but  was  never  wounded  nor 
captured.  He  saw  hard  service  and  undenvent 
many  deprivations  and  trials  incident  to  warfare. 

A\’hen  hostilities  were  over  he  joined  his  fam- 
ily in  Fannin  countv  and  they  .soon  afterward  re- 
turned to  the  old  homestead  in  Cooke  county  In 
1865.  The  conditions  that  met  tliem  would  have 
utterly  discouraged  many'  a man  of  less  resolute 
spirit,  for  he  had  everything  to  make  and  nothing 
to  lose,  owing  to  the  depredations  of  the  Indians 
and  the  devastation  of  war.  He  built  a cabin, 
made  boards  to  cover  it  and  for  a short  time 
slept  on  the  dirt  floor.  Later  he  obtained  poles 
which  he  inserted  into  lioles  bored  into  the  logs 
in  the  comer  of  the  cabin  and  also  into  a post 
set  in  the  ground  and  thus  he  made  a bedstead. 
The  Indians  continued  their  hostilities  and  depre- 
dations for  some  time  and  ]\Ir.  MeX^ahb  remained 
upon  the  farm  until  1867,  when  he  sold  out  and 
removed  to  Missouri,  but  made  no  permanent 
settlement  in  that  state.  He  did  freighting  and 
other  such  work  as  he  could  secure  to  make  an 
honest  living  and  in  the  fall  of  1870  returned 
to  Texas,  locating  in  Grav.son  county,  where  he 
rented  land  and  carried  on  fanning  for  seven 
years.  In  1877  he  came  to  Ylontague  county, 
where  he  purchased  land  and  yet  makes 
his  home.  He  first  became  owner  of  two 
huiulred  acre.s  in  the  cross  timber  and  built 
thereon  a small  box-house.  Within  a short 
time  he  had  placed  some  of  his  land  under 
cultivation  and  as  the  years  have  gone  by  the 
fami  has  become  self-supporting  and  as  his  finan- 
cial resources  have  increased  he  has  added  to 
the  property  until  he  now  owns  six  hundred  and 
forty  acres.  He  has  removed  the  house  from  its 
original  to  its  present  site,  has  added  to  it  and 
remodeled  it  and  now  has  a commodious  frame 
residence.  There  arc  also  good  barns  and  out- 
buildings on  the  place,  a wind-mil!  and  water  for 
all  purposes.  There  is  likewise  a bearing  orchard 
and  the  farm  is  a well  improved  property  with 
two  hundred  acres  under  cultivation  devoted 
to  tlic  raising  of  various  crops.  He  has  also 
given  considerable  attention  to  stock  raising  and 
has  had  some  very  fine  horses.  As  the  years 
]ia.s,«ed  by  he  prospered  in  his  undertakings  and 
now  that  his  children  arc  all  married  and  he 
and  his  wife  are  left  alone  they  are  spending  the 
evening  of  life  in  the  enjovment  of  the  fruits  of 
their  former  toil,  Mr.  McNabb  having  rented  his 
fami  lands  and  retired  from  active  labor. 

It  was  on  the  30th  of  December.  t86o.  that 
Mr.  McX’ahh  was  married  to  Miss  Eliza  A. 
Chapman,  who  was  lioni  in  Knox  county,  Ten- 
nessee. in  1843.  Her  parents  were  .\cicl  P.  and 
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Margaret  E.  (Hood)  Qiapman,  both  of  whom 
were  natives  of  Tennessee.  The  father  was  a 
son  of  James  T.  Qiapman,  who  resided-  at  Mem- 
phis, Tennessee,  and  on  one  occasion  all  of  the 
memliers  of  tlie  family  who  were  at  home  were 
stricken  and  died  of  yellow'  fever,  save  the 
fatlier,  who  afterward  removed  to  Knox  county, 
where  his  death  occurred.  His  cliildreii  were : 
Addcberry,  Acid,  William,  Oiarles  and  Mrs. 
Malinda  Landis. 

Acid  Qiapman  was  reared  to  nianhcxid  in 
Knox  count)',  w'hcre  he  married,  and  later  he 
removed  to  Roan  county,  while  subsequently  he 
became  a resident  of  Missouri,  wdiere  he  w'as  en- 
gaged in  farming.  He  afterw'ard  took  up  his 
abode  in  Tennessee  and  was  a river  man,  act- 
ing as  captain  of  some  boats  on  die  Ohio,  Ten- 
nessee and  other  rivers  for  many  years.  In  Mis- 
souri he  devoted  four  years  to  farming  and  in 
1859  he  removed  to  Texas,  settling  in  Jack  comi- 
ty, w'here  he  purchased  land  and  began  its  im- 
provement. While  on  a deer  hunt  he  w'a.s  killed 
by  a band  of  Indians,  in  July,  i860,  being  dien 
forty'  years  of  age.  His  early  manliood  had 
been  spent  in  steamboating,  but  later  he  de- 
termined to  give  his  attention  to  farming.  This 
plan,  however,  was  frustrated  by  his  early'  death. 
His  wife  niised  one  crop  in  Parker  county  and 
in  1862  removed  with  her  family  to  Cooke  county, 
W'here  she  afterward  became  the  wdfe  of  G.  W. 
Kitchen.  To  avoid  the  war  troubles  and  the  In- 
dian depredations  they  settled  south  of  San  An- 
tonio, W'here  they  remained. until  called  to  their 
final  rest,  Mrs.  Kitchen  passing  away  in  August. 
1905.  She  was  a consistent  member  of  the  Eap- 
tist  church.  By'  her  first  marriage  she  had  nine 
children : James  T.,  who  is  living  in  Dallas, 
Texas;  Mrs.  Eliza  McNabb;  Mrs.  Mandaily 
Sweeton;  Frank  T.,  a fanner  of  W'estern  Texas; 
Mark,  w-ho  was  killed  by'  Indians  in  Cooke  county 
in  1867;  Mrs.  Candace  Langley;  Josephus,  a far- 
mer; John,  a farmer  and  stock  man,  who  died 
leaving  a wife  and  two  children ; and  Charles, 
a farmer  and  butcher. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  McNabb  have  become  the  ]>a- 
rents  of  seven  children:  Joseph  P.,  a resident 
fanner  of  Oklahoma;  ,\.  L..  who  is  following 
agricultural  pursuits  in  the  Indian  Territory ; 
Mary  E.,  the  wife  cT  S.  Carpenter ; Ed.  L.,  a 
farmer  of  the  Territory ; Lilly  A.,  who  became 
Mrs.  Tucker  and  after  his  death  married  Mr. 
Patterson,  their  home  being  now  in  the  Choctaw 
Nation : Rosa  A.,  the  wife  of  J.  H.  Gktodpas- 
ture,  of  Whitesboro,  Texas;  and  Ina  M.,  the 
w'ife  of  T.  S.  Cioodpasture.  a fanner  of  the  In- 
dian Territory.  The  family  circle  yet  remains 
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unbroken  by'  the  hand  of  deatli  and  all  of  the 
children  are  well  settled  in  life. 

.Mr.  McNabb,  as  tlie  architect  of  his  own 
fortunes,  has  budded  wi.sely  and  well.  He  has 
had  only’  the  assistance  of  his  rvife,  who  has  been 
to  him  a faithful  companion  and  helpmate  on 
life’s  journey.  Together  they  have  lived  and  la- 
bored and  have  created  a good  estate,  all  be- 
ing made  in  Montague  county.  Many  hardships, 
trials  and  difficulties  fell  to  their  lot  in  their 
early  married  life  but  as  tlie  years  have  gone 
by  their  labor  and  perseverance  have  overcome 
tliese  and  prosperity'  has  now  crowned  their  ef- 
forts. 

E.  E.  BUSH  is  a representative  of  the  indus- 
trial life  of  Denison,  being  engaged  in  the  opera- 
tion of  a stone  quarry'  .and  in  the  sale  of  lime 
and  stone.  He  was  born  in  Illinois  in  1847,  his 
parents  being  Charles  D.  and  Emily'  (Dodge) 
Bush,  in  w'hosc  family  were  cloven  children,  of 
whom  four  are  yet  living,  but  E.  F.  Bush  of 
this  review  is  the  only  one  in  Texas.  In  early 
life  the  fatlier  w'as  a farmer  and  his  last  years 
were  spent  in  lUinois  and  Kansas,  w'here  he  de- 
voted his  time  and  encrgie.s  to  the  raising  of 
fruit.  He  died  in  soutliern  Illinois  at  the  age  of 
fifty-eight  y’cars,  while  his  wife  passed  away’ 
at  the  age  of  forty’-four  y’ears.  One  of  their 
sons,  iMelville  Bu.sh.  was  a soldier  of  the  Civil 
w’ar  and  was  wounded  at  Lookout  Mountain, 
after  which  he  spent  a year  in  the  hospital.  He 
is  now'  deceased. 

E.  F.  Bush,  accompanying  his  parents  on  their 
various  removals,  pursued  his  education  in  the 
.schools  of  Illinois  and  Kansas  and  in  the  fall 
of  1873,  when  tw'enty-six  years  of  age,  came  to 
Denison,  Texas.  He  had  previously  had  practi- 
cal experience  at  farm  work  and  in  the  cultiva- 
tion of  fruit  through  the  assistance  which  he 
rendered  his  father,  and  on  reaching  this  city' 
he  engaged  in  the  fruit  business  and  market 
gardening,  raising  berries,  grapes  and  peaches 
on  land  which  is  now  within  the  coiqxiration  lim- 
its of  the  city.  Upon  this  land  is  also  a good 
stone  quarry,  which  he  is  now'  operating,  having 
taken  out  over  one  thousand  tons  of  stone.  He 
makes  large  sales  of  lime  and  stone  annually 
and  in  fait  has  the  controlling  trade  for  stone 
work  of  all  kinds,  including  the  foumlations  for 
buildings  as  well  as  street  work.  -\t  the  present 
time  he  has  a contract  w’ith  the  city’  of  Denison 
to  furnish  limestone  for  its  public  highw'ay’s. 

At  the  time  of  tlie  Civil  war  Mr.  Bush  served 
for  nearly  two  years  as  a private  of  Company 
I,  in  the  Eleventh  Kansas  Regiment  and  w’as  a 
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liravc  soldier,  !o>al  to  the  cause  he  espoused.  In 
1875  lie  wedded  Mary  Campbell,  who  was  born’ 
in  Red  River.  Texas,  and  they  have  four  living^ 
children.  Ciliver,  who  was  bttrn  in  Deni.son  and 
is  a blacksmith  bv  trade,  wedded  .Mart  I'itrow 
and  lias  one  child,  Oliver,  born  in  Denison,  id- 
leti  is  the  wife  of  J.  W'.  \\  illiams  and  has  one 
chil'i,  Deltna.  Janies  and  Isarnay  are  at  home. 

Since  coming-  to  Texas  .Mr.  Bush  has  continu- 
ally enlarged  the  scojX'  of  his  business  operations 
and  is  ttKlay  in  control  of  an  extensive  trade,  so 
that  his  annual  income  is  gratifying.  He  has 
jilaccd  his  dependence  u|>on  the  substantial  quali- 
rie.s  of  inditstrv  and  untiring  diligence  and  in  ac- 
cordance -w  ith  the  precept  of  the  old  Greek  phil- 
oso|ther.  “Earn  th_v  reward;  the  Gods  give 
naught  to  sloth.”  he  has  so  nianagetl  his  Intsiness 
interests  with  perseverance  and  energy  that  he 
is  toda;>  one  of  the  substantial  residents  of  Den- 
ison. 

REV.  WILLIAM  J.VMES  GREGORY. 
Perha])S  no  life  in  Northwest  Tc.xas  surpasses, 
in  it.s  heainiful  simytlieity,  in  the  extent  and  ef- 
fectiveness of  it.s  laliors.  in  the  divine  origin 
of  its  yturposes  and  in  the  glory  of  its  achieve- 
inent.s  tliat  of  the  venerable  g-entleman  and 
aged  minister  whose  name  introduces  this  per- 
sonal record.  A diseijile  of  God’s  word  from 
}outh,  a fountain  of  His  bounteous  grace  and 
a jtatriarch  in  His  public  service,  we  behold  him 
tr>tlay  rijjcnetl  in  the  service  of  the  Master  and 
ready  for  the  harvest  which  shall  bring  him 
unto  his  glorious  reward. 

A pioneer  of  the  Lone  Star  state,  Rev.  Greg- 
ory has  ministered  to  the  syiiritual  wants  of  sev- 
eral generation.s  of  its  worthy  citizens  and,  in 
the  counties  of  Gravson,  Denton,  Ccx>ke  and 
Wise,  where  his  work  lias  been  chiefly  done, 
hi.s  name  is  a household  word  and  his  virtues 
aii'l  c.xcellcnces  are  ch.'inted  to  every  ytraltling 
tongue.  One  of  the  founders  of  the  Cumber- 
land elutrch,  he  has  wielded  a strong  infliiencc 
in  ' its  affairs  in  Texas  and  has  proved 
a pillar  ot  strength  in  winning  souls  to 
<ioi]  and  in  adding  ttiembcrs  to  his  fa- 
vorite organizaticin.  Calvini.sni  yicrmeated  the 
^j,tjrit'u.al  thcnight  and  action  of  his  Scotch- 
hloodcil  paternal  grandfather  and  a zealous 
ri’gari.l  ft>r  sacred  things  seems  to  have 
pce-scs.'^ed  the  family  down  through  the  suc- 
ceeding getteraiK-ns.  idryihancd  in  infaney  by 
the  <leath  of  his  father,  yet  the  influences  under 
w hich  he  came  to  mature  youth  were  pure  and 
rightt'Oim  and  at  the  age  of  eighteen  years  his 
own  conversion  ocenrreti  and  soon  afterward 


a call  to  gospel  work  was  felt.  From  admonish- 
ing the  people  to  exhorting  was  only  a step  and 
to  filling  the  pulyfit  in  regular  ordination  was 
but  a few  clears  reniov'ed  from  his  conversion 
and  for  more  than  sixty’  j’ears  it  can  be  said 
he  has  proclaimed  the  mission  of  Christ  to  a fal- 
len w’orld. 

.As  stated  above,  the  origin  of  the  Gregorys, 
and  of  the  Clarkes — his  mother’s  peoyile — was 
Scotch.  Wdlliam  Gregory,  his  grandfather, 
cainc  out  of  North  Carolina  and  founded  the 
family  some  forty  miles  east  of  Louisville, 
where  he  is  said  to  have  opened  a farm.  He 
married  Caroline  Alttse,  a lady  of  wealth  from 
V’irginia,  who  bore  him  only’  James  and  Eliza- 
beth. wdfe  of  William  Hatfield.  He  came  down 
into  Kentucky  immediately  succeeding  the 
Revolutionarj’  War,  in  wdiich  he  wms  a patriot 
soldier,  for  James  Gregory,  his  son  and  our  sub- 
ject's father,  was  born  in  the  new  state  of 
Daniel  Boone  in  1787.  He  was  born  in  1742, 
lived  a model  life  and  died  in  1832,  wdiile  his 
wife  passed  away  in  1855. 

James  Gregory',  as  it  will  be  noticed,  grew 
up  in  the  wilds  of  Kentucky'  and  he  married 
Nancy',  a daughter  of  William  and  Nancy 
(Kirk)  Clarke,  old  A'irginia  folks  who  settled 
at  Louise  illc.  in  Nelson  county,  when  only'  two 
or  three  rude  huts  marked  the  site  of  the  now' 
inelropolis  of  the  Corn  Cracker  state.  Mr. 
Gregory  died  in  1822  and  his  widow'  remained 
unmarried  until  1836,  when  she  married  David 
Evans,  bore  him  tw'O  children  who  both  died 
without  surviving  issue,  and  herself  passed 
away  in  1855. 

The  issue  of  James  and  Nancy'  Gregory'  were : 
Caroline,  w'ho  married  John  Bailey  and  died  in 
Louisville.  Kentucky:  Elizabeth  liecame  the 
wife  of  Burr  lleriKlon  and  died  in  Nelson 
county':  Joseph,  who  passed  his  life  as  a 
■Alethodist  minister  and  died  in  Kentucky: 
Millie  married  Isaac  Johnson  and  passed  aw'ay 
in  her  native  slate;  Rev.  William  J.,  our  sub- 
ject; and  Nancy',  wife  of  Samuel  Cnimbaker. 

W illiam  J.  Gregory  left  his  mother’s  home 
when  she  remarried  and  made  his  home  with 
his  sister  near  Louisville  and  acquired  his 
education  w'ithin  the  dark  and  gloomy  walls  of 
a w’indowless  log  cabin.  His  old  masters  w'cre 
Weli.ster's  lilue-back,  Ray’s  arithmetic  and 
Smith's  grammar,  and  w'hife  he  w'as  not  tied  to 
the  farm  he  w'as  w'rcstling  w’ith  the  problems 
presented  by  tw'o  of  these  ancient  author.s.  .As 
he  approached  mature  y ears  he  returned  to  the 
neigliborhood  of  his  mother’s  home,  in  Muhkn- 
hurg  county  , and  there  he  was  converted  and 
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met  and  .soon  afterward  married  the  woman 
who  ha.s  been  the  light  of  his  life  for  "sixty- 
six  years. 

The  earh'  years  of  liis  married  life  Mr.  Greg- 
ory passed  as  a farmer,  while  at  the  same  time 
filling  appointments  and  growing  yearly  into 
the  gospel  work.  111  health  forced  him  to  leave 
Kciituckv'  and,  in  company  with  Felix  Grundy, 
his  brother-in-law,  he  left  by  wagon  for  Texas, 
crossing  the  Mississippi  at  Memphis  and  start- 
ing the  journey  October  13,  ISav!.  They 
traveled  without  incident — always  observing 
the  Sabbath,  at  rest — and  reached  their  future 
home,  a pre-emption  six  miles  west  of  Sherman, 
November  2ith  following.  After  six  years 
passed  there  in  the  subjugation  of  Nature  he 
settled  in  the  south  part  of  Cooke  county  and 
again  moved,  to  Denton  county,  in  18(54  and 
lived  there  nine  years,  being  then  engaged  in 
regular  ministerial  work. 

In  1876  he  again  sought  the  frontier  and  settled 
a new  farm  in  Wise  county,  now  near  the  village 
of  Chico.  He  hauled  the  lumber  from  Dallas  to 
build  his  new  home  and  his  farm  of  four  hun- 
dred and  eight  acres  is  on  the  Lcftwich  snn  ey. 
Here  he  resumed  his  church  work  and  organ- 
ized the  first  church  in  the  village  near  by,  and 
was  its  pastor  for  thirteen  years.  For  many 
j’ears  he  has  been  heard  in  tire  governing  bodies 
of  the  church  and  whether  in  presbytery,  synod 
or  assembly  his  ripe  judgment  and  his  experi- 
ence has  been  a valuable  aid  in  choosing  and 
shaping  a course  which  promoted  church  fel- 
lowship and  church  harmony  throughout  a 
remarkable  era. 

Rev.  Gregory  was  born  in  Nelson  county, 
Kentucky,  November  29,  1820,  and  November 
38,  1839,  he  married  Millie  Grundy,  w'ho  was 
fifteen  days  younger  than  himself.  Mrs.  Greg- 
ory was  a daughter  of  William  and  Ruth  (Os- 
born) Grundy  and  has  been  a strong  support  to 
her  worthy  husband  in  his  ministerial  and 
social  work.  Their  union  has  been  blessed  with 
issue  as  follows : Isaac,  of  Cooke  county,  who 
married  Mart"  Copenhaver,  and  Joseph,  also  a 
farmer  of  that  county,  married  Sarah  Strahan : 
Drusilla  became  the  wife  of  ^Villiam  Cannon 
and  died  in  Cooke  county  ; Nanej',  wife  of  Julius 
Griffis,  of  Wise  county;  Mary  died  in  Denton 
county  as  Mrs.  Ben.  Donnell ; Caroline  married 
Noah  Carnes,  of  Collingsworth  county,  and  she 
will  return  to  the  old  home  to  take  care  of  her 
parents  in  their  age;  Samuel  maiTied  Docia 
Brawley  and  resides  in  Cooke,  and  Laura  is  the 
wife  of  Charles  Ward,  of  Canyon  Citv,  Texas. 


HON.  CHOICE  BOSWELL  RANDELL, 
member  of  congress  from  the  fourth  congres- 
sional district  of  Texas,  is  a man  of  high  attain- 
ments, of  profound  erudition  and  practical  ability 
as  a lawyer,  and  is  one  who  has  achieved  success 
in  his  profession.  He  was  born  in  Murray  coun- 
tv, Georgia,  January  i,  1857,  and  of  that  com- 
monwealth his  father,  James  Lawrence  Randell, 
was  aLso  a native,  the  latter’s  birth  having  ix:- 
curred  t)ii  the  i6th  of  February,  1816.  During 
his  active  business  career  he  was  a planter  and 
educator,  and  he  is  now  living  at  Conway,  Ar- 
kansas. His  wife,  nee  Louisa  A.  Gartrell,  was 
born  in  Wilkes  county,  Georgia,  May  22,  1825, 
and  her  death  occurred  at  Conway,  Arkansas, 
on  the  31st  of  May,  Tfp4_  In  their  family  w-ere 
four-  sons  and  three  daughters,  of  whom  the 
Thai.  C.  B.  Randell.  wa.s  the  fifth  child  in  order 
of  birth.  The  eldest.  George  Gartrell,  located  in 
Denison,  Texas,  in  1873,  and  there  became  a 
prominent  and  successful  legal  practitioner,  be- 
ing well  known  in  his  profession  throughout 
Grayson  county.  His  death  occurred  on  the  23rd 
of  July',  1897.  James  Hoke  is  a well  known  law- 
yer in  Deni.son,  having  prepared  for  his  profes- 
sion under  the  preceptorship  of  his  brother. 
Choice  B.  He  removed  from  Sherman  to  Deni- 
son in  1888,  and  has  there  achieved  success  as 
a lawyer.  .Artemas  Coleman  was  also  an  attor- 
ney, but  in  recent  years  has  discontinued  practice 
and  is  now  located  on  a ranch  in  Indian  Ter- 
ritory. The  three  daughters  reside  in  .\rkarisas, 
tire  ilisses  Nellie  G.  and  Bessie  L.,  living  wdtli 
their  fatlier  at  Cotnvay,  while  Mamie  Lou  be- 
came the  wife  of  Edward  A.  Tabor,  of  Little 
Rock,  where  he  is  serving  as  a mini.ster  of  the 
ilethodist  Episcopal  church,  South. 

Although  a native  of  Alurray  county,  Geor- 
gia, Qioice  Bosw’ell  Randell  was  reared  in  Caleb 
county,  that  state,  receiving  a common  school 
and  collegiate  education,  wdiich  was  obtained 
principally  by  his  own  exertions.  After  an 
earnest  preparation  for  the  profession  of  the  law' 
ho  was  admitted  to  practice  in  the  spring  of 
1878,  in  Georgia,  and  in  the  following  year,  in 
January,  located  in  Denison,  Texas,  but  since  the 
3d  of  March,  1883.  he  has  been  numlx;rcd  among 
the  practitioners  of  Sherman. 

While  residing  at  Denison,  IMarch  12.  1879, 
he  was  elected  captain  of  the  Gate  City  Guards, 
Texas  IMilitia,  and  in  the  follow'ing  May  was 
made  colonel  of  the  Fourth  Texas  Regiment, 
commissioned  by  Clovernor  O.  M.  Roberts.  By- 
reason  of  his  strong  intellectuality'  Mr.  Randell 
has  also  bectane  a leader  in  political  circles. 
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and  at  the  Novcnihcr  election  of  18S2  was  elected 
county  atU'Diey  of  Grayson  county,  continuing 
in  that  office  for  six  years,  fai  tlic  expiration  of 
whicli  period  lie  retired  to  his  large  private  prac- 
tice. Still  higiicr  honors  atvaited  him,  however, 
for  in  KK'o,  he  was  made  the  Democratic  repre- 
sentative Lo  the  naiit)nal  congress,  to  which  po- 
sition he  was  re-elected  in  1902  and  again  in 
1904.  In  liis  profes.sion  he  spares  neither  time 
nor  lalior  in  his  im  estigation  and  preparation, 
and  is  thus  able  to  di.scuss  legal  questions  with 
marked  clearness  of  illustration,  strength  of 
argument,  and  fullness  and  varieU'  of  learning. 

In  the  city  of  Natchez,  Missi,s,sippi,  on  the  29th 
of  October,  1879,  Mr.  Randcll  was  united  in  mar- 
riage to  i\Iiss  Anna  iMar.schalk,  a native  of  Bel- 
ton, Bell  county,  Texas.  Their  eldest  son,  .An- 
drew, w'ho  was  horn  in  Denison,  Texas,  .August 
15,  i88o,  attended  the  Slierman  public  schools, 
the  Au.stin  College  at  Sherman,  the  State  Univer- 
sity of  Texas,  and  in  June,  190,^.  graduated  at 
the  University  of  Princeton,  lluis  equipped 
with  an  excellent  education  as  a foundation  for 
future  success,  he  entered  upon  the  studv  of  law 
at  tlie  I'niversity  of  \drginia,  and  is  now  taking 
a two-years’  course  in  the  law  department  of 
the  University  of  Texas.  The  second  son,  Choice 
.^larschalk,  born  in  Deni.son  on  the  i6th  of  April, 
1882.  died  at  Shennan  in  the  following  tear,  on 
the  19th  of  June. 

In  his  social  affiliations  IHr.  Randell  is  a 
mem!)er  of  the  IndcpenrJent  Order  of  Odd  Fel- 
lows, the  Knights  of  Pytliias.  the  Benevolent 
and  Protective  < >rder  of  Elk.s.  the  Improved 
Order  of  Red  Alen  and  the  i\Iodern  Woodmen 
of  America.  In  tlie  ranks  of  tlie  Democracy  he 
is  recognized  as  an  active  and  efficient  worker. 
He  ranks  high  at  the  bar  and  in  jxrlitical  circles, 
and  Sherman  numhers  him  among  her  leading 
and  influential  citizens. 

_ ('APTAIX  A.  C.  THOMAS,  a veteran  of  the 
Confederate  army  and  one  of  the  early  settlers 
on  Wolf  Ridge  in  Cooke  county.  Texas,  is  now 
el.is.sed  widi  the  practical,  prosperous  and  pro- 
gre-sive  farmers  of  his  locality.  He  was  born 
in  Covington  county.  Mi.-sissippi,  April  15.  iSat), 
and  wa-  rtaicd  to  farm  pursuits,  while  in  the 
common  school-  he  acquired  his  education.  His 
jsirents  \u:n-  S.amuel  and  Flora  (filcCurry'l 
i'honxis.  the  former  of  Welsh  and  the  latter  of 
Scotcli  descent.  Samuel  Thomas  wa.s  a son  of 
Ir.i  'rhotnas,  a native  of  M'jilcs,  who  came  to 
.\mtrica  wlun  this  cotintry  was  still  numhered 
among  llic  colonial  |K)sscs.siims  of  Great  Britain, 
lie  Served  through  (he  war  for  Aineriean  imle- 


pcndcnce  with  the  patriot  army  and  at  the  close 
of  hostilities  returned  to  his  home  in  North  Caro- 
lina, where  he  spent  his  remaining  days.  He  w'as 
a leading  and  influential  farmer  of  the  neighbor- 
hood in  which  he  lived.  He  had  no  aspiration 
for  office,  but  his  genuine  personal  vvorili  won 
him  tlie  respect  of  all  witli  whom  he  came  in 
contact.  In  his  family  were  eight  children. 

Samuel  Thomas  w-as  reared  to  manhood  in 
North  Carolina,  wdiere  he  w'as  married  in  1816. 
Two  years  later  he  was  taken  to  Alississippi, 
wdiere  he  made  a permanent  settlement  and  be- 
came a prominent  planter  and  slave  owmer.  His 
parents  both  died  wdien  he  was  young  and  he 
was  bound  out.  His  fatlicr’s  c.state  was  squan- 
dered and  he  was  thus  forced  to  make  his  own 
way,  steadily  working  upward  to  prosperity 
through  good  business  ability,  indefatigable  labor 
and  untiring  purpo.se.  He  was  indeed  a self- 
made  man  in  the  truest  and  best  sense  of  the 
term  and  he  became  one  of  the  influential  as  w'ell 
as  one  of  the  suh.stantial  citizens  of  his  part  of 
the  state.  He  owned  a large  number  of  slaves 
and  an  extensive  plantation  and  his  ambition  in 
life  w-as  to  provide  a good  property  for  his 
children.  He  lived  through  the  period  of  the 
Civil  war  to  see  his  slaves  freed  and  his  life’s 
eaimings  thus  taken  away  from  him.  When  the 
w'ar  was  over  he  at  once  began  the  work  of  re- 
con.strncting  his  fortunes  to  get  wdiat  he  could 
from  farming  operations,  but  the  hopes  of  his 
life  had  been  tiiw'arted  and  many  sad  hours 
came  to  him.  His  wife  had  died  in  Mississippi 
in  1857.  She  was  a member  of  the  old  school 
Fre.sbyteriaii  church  and  was  a devoted  com- 
panion and  helpmate  to  her  husband.  Following 
her  death  he  determined  to  get  away  from  for- 
mer associations  and  in  1869  lie  .sold  his  property 
and  came  to  Texas,  .settling'  in  Johnson  county, 
where  he  purchased  a farm,  making  his  home 
thereon  until  he  was  called  to  his  final  rest  in 
1876.  In  his  younger  flaws  he  was  a natural 
mechanic  and  could  model  iron  to  any  purpose. 
He  follow  ed  hlacksmithing,  and  at  Harper’s  Fer- 
r\ , ^^i^ginia,  he  made  one  thousand  ‘guns  that 
were  used  in  the  war  of  1812.  He  w'as  a worthy 
;iiid  Ifival  member  of  the  Methodist  church,  ex- 
emplifying in  his  life  hi.s  Christian  faith,  and 
his  integrity  and  honor  made  him  a man  worthy 
of  the  nnifonn  respect  which  was  extended  to 
him.  Following  the  death  of  his  first  wife  he 
married  Mrs.  Margaret  French,  a widow,  by 
whom  he  had  one  daughter,  Alary  A.  D.  Thomas. 
By  the  fir.st  marriage  there  were  seven  children: 
Sarah : Jane ; John,  who  served  through  the 
war  and  is  vet  lir  ing  at  the  advanced  age  of 
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eighty-four  years;  James  and  Nathan,  both  de- 
ceased; A.  C.,  of  this  review;  and  Flora. 

Captain  A.  C.  Thomas  was  bom  and  reared  in 
Mississippi  and  as  before  stated  early  became 
familiar  with  agricultural  pursuits,  tvhile  in  the 
common  schools  he  pursued  his  educatic>n.  In 
early  manliood  he  was  married  and  began  farm- 
ing on  his  own  account.  He  was  ntaldng  sub- 
stantial progress  in  his  business  life  when  the 
Civil  war  was  inaugurated.  He  owned  a good 
plantation  and  had  a large  number  of  slaves  and 
everything  about  his  place  indicated  contentment 
and  happiness,  hut  in  1862  he  entered  the  army 
as  a private,  joining  the  Thirty-seventh  Missis- 
sippi Infantry  under  command  of  Colonel  Mc- 
Lane.  The  regiment  was  assigned  to  General 
Price’s  command  and  he  soon  afterward  went  to 
the  front.  The  first  engagement  in  which  he 
participated  was  at  luka  and  the  second  at  Cor- 
inth. Following  that  battle  he  was  pronounced 
unfit  for  further  duty  and  was  honorably  dis- 
charged, but  his  loyalty  would  not  allow  him  to 
leave  while  the  struggle  was  still  going  on  and 
he  remained  with  the  army,  refusing  to  go  home, 
so  that  later  he  was  detailed  as  forage  master 
with  the  rank  of  captain,  in  which  capacity  he 
continued  until  the  close  of  the  war.  In  that  po- 
sition he  passed  through  several  hotly  contested 
battles  and  was  in  the  siege  of  Vicksburg,  where 
the  Confederate  troops,  hemmed  in  by  the  Union 
forces  and  having  no  outside  communication, 
were  forced  to  eat  mule  meat.  All  of  the  Hard- 
ships, trials  and  deprivations  of  war  were  known 
to  him  from  actual  experience.  He  was  near 
Smithford;  North  Carolina,  at  the  time  of  Lee’s 
surrender  and  he  gave  up  his  arms  at  Raleigh, 
that  state,  after  which  he  returned  to  his  once 
happy  and  prosperous  Mi.ssissippi  home  to  find 
that  the  work  of  devastation  had  wrought  ruin, 
the  farm  property  having  been  largely  destroyed, 
the  slaves  freed  and  in  fact  all  that  was  left  was 
the  land.  The  battle  of  life  was  resumed  b\'  the 
family  and  he  emploted  his  former  slaves  to  do 
the  work  of  the  fields.  He  began  reconstructmg 
his  farm^nd  fortunes,  but  after  raising  one  crop 
in  Mississippi  he  sold  his  farm  there  and  in  1866 
removed  to  Johnson  county'.  Texas,  where  he 
first  rented  a tract  of  land.  Later  he  bought  a 
farm,  upon  which  he  remained  successfully  en- 
gaged in  general  agricultural  pursuits  until  1881, 
when  he  sold  that  property  and  came  to  Cooke 
county.  Here  he  purchased  a tract  of  raw  prairie 
land,  upon  which  he  yet  resides.  At  that  time 
it  was  a stock  country  and  but  few  people  re- 
siding in  this  part  of  the  state.  There  were  only 
three  houses  between  him  and  Gainesville.  He 


was  the  first  man  on  Wolf  Ridge  to  fence  his 
farm  with  wire.  He  has  made  good  improve- 
ments and  he  has  a commodious  frame  house, 
a substantial  barn,  good  outbuildings,  a windmill 
and  v\ater  for  all  purposes.  The  land  is  a fine 
black  soil  and  the  farm  comprises  about  three 
hundred  and  eighty-si.x  acres  under  a high  state 
of  cultivation.  He  raises  the  various  crops 
adapted  to  soil  and  climate  and  he  is  a practical 
and  successful  agriculturist,  who  has  built  up  a 
good  estate  since  the  war. 

In  1853.  Captain  Thomas  was  united  in  mar- 
riage to  Miss  Mary'  .\.  D.  Kcyhea,  wlto  was  bom 
in  Mississippi  in  1837  ^.n  estimable  lady, 

who  proved  to  him  a worthy  wdfe  and  helpmate. 
Her  father,  George  J.  Keyhea,  was  a native  of 
North  Carolina  and  was  an  early  settler  of  Mis- 
sissippi, taking  up  his  abode  there  in  i8ig.  He 
was  a prominent  mechanic,  planter  and  slave 
owner  and  he  lived  through  the  war  to  see  his 
slaves  set  free  and  other  property  destroyed.  He 
died  in  1879  at  the  very  venerahle  age  of  one 
hundred  y'ears.  He  was  a consi.'^tent  Metliodist 
and  his  life  was  at  all  times  honorable  and  up- 
right. His  children  were  r John,  Martha,  Chris- 
tian, Ideasant,  Malinda,  Caroline,  Irene,  Mary' 
A.,  Preston  and  Melissa.  His  son.s  served 
through  the  war  as  advocates  of  the  Confederate 
cause. 

Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Thomas  were  bom  ten 
children : Adora  became  Mrs.  Harrell  and  after 
the  death  of  her  first  husband  became  Mrs.  Rob- 
erts; Samuel  A.  died  leaving  tw’o  children;  Isa- 
belle married  a Mr.  Armstrong,  while  her  sec- 
ond husband  W'as  .Mr.  Glazier;  Flora  is  the  wife 
of  James  Crow';  Ella,  died  at  the  age  of  three 
years;  George  is  a farmer;  John  died  at  the 
age  of  three  years;  W.  S.  is  farming  the  old 
homestead;  Irene  died  at  the  age  of  four  yc.ars; 
and  J.  R.  also  follows  agricultural  pursuits.  In 
1880,  Mr.  Thomas  w'as  called  upon  to  mourn  the 
loss  of  his  wife,  who  died  on  the  13th  of  July 
of  that  y'ear.  She  held  membership  iti  tlic  ^lis- 
sionary'  Baptist  church,  was  true  to  its  teachings 
and  helpful  in  its  work.  Moreover,  she  was  a de- 
voted wife  and  mother  and  her  loss  in  the  hou.se- 
hold  W'as  most  deeply  felt.  Captain  Thomas  has 
ever  remained  true  to  her  memory. 

In  politics  he  is  a stalw  art  Democrat  but  with- 
out aspiration  for  office,  preferring  to  give  his 
undivided  attention  to  his  business  affair.s.  Fra- 
ternally he  is  a Royal  -\rch  Mason  and  since 
1855  he  has  been  a member  of  the  Alis.sionary 
Baptist  church,  to  the  icacliings  of  w'hich  he  i.s 
most  true  and  loyal.  There,  are  many'  excellent 
traits  of  diaracter  e.xomplified  in  his  daily  life 
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anil  at  ail  times  he  is  found  reliable  and  honor- 
able. .so  th.it  he  enjoys  in  larj^e  measure  the 
respect,  good  will  and  confidence  of  the  entire 
communit\ , 

\\  Il.LI  AiM  J.  lit  >\\  -ARl),  sheriff  of  A’ichita 
ciiuntw  with  residence  at  Wichita  I'alls,  is  a 
pioneer  of  this  town  and  C"unt}  . in  tact  came 
iicrc  before  either  had  a corporate  existence, 
and  ha>  been  most  prominently  identified  with 
the  [uiblic  affairs  and  material  jirogress  ever 
'iiice.  lie  is  by  nature  a pioneer,  loves  to  head 
the  \anguard  of  civilization  to  a new  country 
and  follow  clo-^ely  under  the  star  of  em|ure  .is 
it  takes  its  westward  way.  Perhaps  no  other 
man  in  Northwest  Texas  has  had  niurc  experi- 
ence with  the  rough  elements  and  the  pioneer 
aftair.s  of  the  country  than  .Sheriff  Howard,  and 
he  is  therefore  all  the  more  a model  officer  in  his 
present  position  and  has  made  a high  record  for 
efficiency  and  straightforward  cominct. 

Mr.  Howard  was  born  in  IS  14.  so  that  he  is  at 
the  present  writing  sixty  years  of  age.  but  still  a 
hearty  and  \ igon>iis  specimen  i >f  native  .Ameri- 
can manhi  iod.  The  place  where  his  career  began 
was  Calhoun  county,  Alahanin.  His  parents 
were  Francis  and  Irena  ( [ones)  Howard,  and 
his  father  was  a jilanter  and.  though  born  in 
Georgia,  spent  most  of  his  life  in  Alabama, 
where  lioth  he  and  his  w ife  died.  Mr.  Howard 
spent  his  hc.iyhood  days  on  the  Alaliaina  farm. 
The  stirrings  of  ambition  and  desire  for  ad- 
\ enture  were  early  manife.st  in  him,  and  when 
hardlv  seventeen  years  old.  in  January,  1S61, 
liefore  the  great  rebellion  was  dreamed  of  by 
many  ]>eo[)le  and  some  weeks  before  a single 
soiuliern  stale  had  seceded,  he  went  to  i^emsa- 
Ci<la,  l lorid.i,  and  enrolled  himself  for  three 
months  in  the  Confederate  cause  when  the  aji- 
jiroachiiig  cnnlhct  should  become  a matter  of 
fact.  W lien  these  three  months  w'ere  up  he  re- 
vnli'ted,  this  time  in  the  Tenth  .Alabama  Regi- 
ment, and  wa.s  sent  into  Virginia.  He  usas  a 
t,  oiifederate  sc.ldier,  brave  and  loyal,  through- 
out the  remainder  c'f  the  war,  being  in  varioii.s 
regiincnts.  and  wound  up  hi.s  senuce  as  a 
irocipcr  in  Forrest's  cavalry, 

I'he  .storm  and  stre.ss  of  war  b_\  no  means 
amclioraled  his  iiMiUiresoint'  spirit,  and  lie  bad 
not  long  lieen  a [irivate  citizen  before  he  felt 
ilie  iongings  for  the  strcmioiis  life.  Some  time 
after  tlie  war  lie  was  married,  at  his  old  home 
jiiaco,  to  Miss  Foiii.sa  Dai  is,  and  shortlv  aftcr- 
ivanl  lliey  started  west.  They  lit  c<l  in  Lemisi- 
:nia  one  tear  and  then  crossed  ilie  .state  line 
Hilo  1 ex.is,  riicy  located  at  old  Springfield, 
then  llie  county  sc  at  of  Limestone  couiiTV  (the 


name  of  this  town  now  being  Groeslieck).  .After 
farming  there  for  two  years  he  followed  up  the 
frontier  to  a point  further  west,  and  in  1880 
located  in  what  is  now  \\  ichita  county,  at  the 
young  settlement  of  Wichita  Falls,  neither 
low  11  or  county  being  organized  until  1.S82,  and 
his  being  the  thirteenth  family  in  the  county, 
lie  helped  organize  the  county,  and  was  the 
first  man  elected  to  the  office  of  justice  of  the 
peace  and  was  the  only  justice  in  the  county  for 
six  years.  His  first  office  was  in  a tent  occupied 
jointly'  with  Robert  E.  Ilutf,  now  the  president 
of  the  I'irst  National  Rank. 

For  many  years  Mr.  Howard  seri  ed  as  deputy 
sheriff,  ami  the  duties  of  llial  oflice  took  him 
much  among  the  desperadoes  and  bad  char- 
acters that  wore  wont  to  infest  Texas  frontier 
towns.  The  “bad  men"  were  in  the  habit  of 
raiding  the  towns  and  surrounding  country, 
and  it  required  much  coolness  and  braicry  as 
well  as  tact  to  deal  with  thc.se  fellows.  The 
disturbers  were  usually  either  cowboys  who 
came  with  the  purpose  of  “shooting  up  the 
town,  " or  the  villainous  gang.s  that  infested  the 
Comanche  country,  in  Indian  Territory,  across 
the  Red  river.  Such  frontier  life  ha.s  ahvays-a]i- 
jiealed  to  lUr.  Howard,  and  he  settled  down 
|)ermaiu‘iitly  in  Wichita  Falks  only  that  he 
might  h.avc  a home  for  lii.s  children  and  afford 
them  the  advantages  of  education.  In  Novem- 
ber, lh02,  he  was  electeil  sheriff  of  Wichita 
county  on  the  Democratic  ticket,  the  position  of 
tax  collector  forming  part  of  this  office.  Having 
devoted  some  yea^^  alreaiiy  to  the  duties  of  the 
shrievalty,  his  experience  was  such  as  to  make 
him  ail  unusually  well  equipped  officer,  and  the 
people  of  the  county  greatly  appreciate  his 
efficiency  and  hi.s  sterling  jiersonal  qualities. 
He  is  deeply'  concerned  in  the  welfare  of  the 
low'll  and  county  in  general,  and  is  very  ]iopular 
among  all  the  citizens.  For  some  years  he  was 
engaged  in  f.anniiig  and  raising  slock  in  this' 
coiiniy  ami  at  one  time  was  hide  and  animal 
inspector  for  the  county. 

.Mr.  Howard  affiliates  with  the  Masonic 
order,  and  he  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the 
Raptist  church,  'There  are  seven  children  in 
their  family,  as  follows ; Charles  C..  Dean, 
Mrs.  Irene  Tucker.  i\Irs.  Texie  llawkius. 
Artliur.  M’illiam  and  Josic. 

CAPT.UN  WILLIAM  S.  GRANT,  one  of 
the  liiglih'  e.steenied  men  of  Grayson  county', 
ow  ns  and  ojK'rates  four  hundred  acres  of  valu- 
able land,  whereon  he  is  engaged  in  the  cultiva- 
tion "f  crops  and  fruit  and  the  raising  of  cattle. 
He  was  born  in  Hall  county,  Georgia,  in  1839, 
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a son  of  William  B.  and  Elizabeth  (Smith) 
Grant  The  parents  were  both  natives  of  South 
Carolina  and  the  father  followed  the  occupation 
of  farming-  and  wa.s  also  a miner  in  Georgia  in 
later  years.  He  died  at  the  age  of  sixty  years, 
while  his  wife  passed  aw'ay  when  about  sixty- 
five  years  of  age. 

In  their  family  were  nine  children,  of  whom 
Captain  Grant  w^as  tlie  second  in  order  of  birth 
and  is  the  only  one  living  in  Grayson  county, 
Texas.  He  was  reared  to  manhood  in  the  place 
of  his  nativity  and  assisted  his  father  iu  farm- 
ing operations  until  after  the  outbreak  of  hostili- 
ties between  the  north  and  the  south.  He  served 
with  distinction  under  General  Pat  Cleburne  in 
the  Confederate  Army  of  the  Tennessee,  becom- 
ing second  sergeant  of  his  company  and  render- 
ing active  and  able  service  to  his  command  until 
the  war  was  over.  He  then  returned  to  his  old 
home  in  Georgia,  where  he  followed  fanning, 
and  he  also  conducted  a small  store  there,  re- 
maining in  Georgia  until  1867,  when  he  started 
for  Texas,  reaching  his  destination  on  the  12th 
of  Septemljer  of  that  year. 

He  located  first  in  Sherman,  Grayson  county, 
and  soon  afterward  removed  to  a farm  three 
miles  northw'est  of  the  city,  where  he  remained 
for  two  years.  He  then  came  to  Preston,  near 
the  Red  river,  and  in  1870  bought  his  present 
fann,  w'hich  at  that  time  comprised  one  hundred 
and  sixty  acres  of  land,  hut  to  this  he  has  added 
as  his  financial  resources  have  increased  until 
it  is  now  a valuable  property  of  four  himdred 
acres.  He  has  placed  all  of  the  improvements 
upon  his  farm  and  it  is  a fine  place,  the  fields  be- 
ing under  a high  state  of  cultivation  and  devoted" 
to  diversified  crops.  He  also  has  two  orchards 
upon  ■ his  place  and  some  fine  stock,  including 
high  grade  red  polled  and  shorthorn  cattle.  All 
branches  of  his  farm  tvork  are  proving  profitable 
by  reason  of  his  practical  methods,  sy.stematic 
effort  and  untiring  diligence. 

Captain  Grant  was  married  in  Georgia  in  1865 
to  Mi.ss  Julia  Campbell,  a native  of  South  Caro- 
lina and  a daughter  of  Zilron  and  Jane  (ItlcKin- 
ney)  Campbell.  They  had  one  child.  Pdizabeth, 
who  was  horn  in  Georgia  and  died  in  Washing- 
ton territory  when  twenty-one  years  of  age. 
Captain  Grant  is  a Democrat  in  his  political 
view’s  but  is  without  aspiration  for  office,  pre- 
ferring to  devote  his  time  and  energies  to  his 
business  pursuits.  He  has  lived  in  w’estern 
Texas  from  an  early  period  In  it«  development 
and  progress  and  can  well  remember  the  sale  of 
towm  lots  in  Denison  in  the  early'  ’70s.  He  re- 
garded it  as  very  foolish  of  northern  men  to  pay 


such  high  prices  for  proj)erty  there,  but  land 
values  have  greatly  appreciated  as  the  city  has 
rapidly  grown.  Year  by'  year  Captain  Grant  has 
carefully  and  systematically’  managed  his  busi- 
ness affairs  and  his  prosperity  is  attributable  en- 
tirely' to  his  own  effort.s  and  to  his  business  hon- 
esty, which  stands  a.s  an  unquestioned  fact  in 
his  career. 

JUDGE  LEIGH  CLARK,  corporation  lawyer 
of  El  Paso,  is  a native  son  of  Mississippi,  his 
birth  having  occurred  in  Sharkey  county.  His 
parents  were  John  M.  and  Eliza  (Leigh)  Clark, 
both  of  whom  are  now  decea.sed,  and  the  father 
was  a planter.  The  son  w’as  reared  upon  the 
home  plantation  in  the  vicinity  of  Vicksburg. 
Mississippi,  and  attended  school  in  that  city.  He 
ahso  entered  upon  the  study  of  law  there  in 
the  office  of  Buch  & Clark,  the  junior  partner 
being  his  brotlier.  Judge  Edward  D.  Clark.  Af- 
ter thorough  preliminary  reading  Leigh  Clark 
was  admitted  to  the  bar  at  Vicksburg  in  1876  and 
practiced  law  in  that  portion  of  his  native  state 
until  1884,  when  he  came  to  El  Paso  and  has 
since  been  identified  w’ith  the  bar  of  this  city.  El 
Paso  was  then  in  an  embryonic  condition,  there 
being  only  three  houses  here  at  the  time  he  es- 
tablished his  home  in  Texas.  He  has  .served 
for  one  term  as  city  attorney.  His  equipments 
an<l  legal  attainments  were  such  that  he  soon  be- 
came connected  as  attorney  widi  the  railroads 
and  other  large  corporate  interests  and  he  is  now 
general  counsel  in  El  Paso  for  the  El  Paso  Elec- 
tric Railway,  w'hich  owns  the  street  railway  and 
the  electric  lighting  jdant  here.  This  company 
is  the  successor  of  the  International  Light  & 
Power  Company'.  In  addition  to  his  interests  as 
a corporation  lawyer  Judge  Clark  also  has  a 
good,  general  private  practice  and  is  well  versed 
in  the  principles  of  jurisprudence. 

Mrs.  Clark  was  in  her  maidenhood  .Miss  Fan- 
nie E.  Echols  and  is  a representative  of  an  old 
and  prominent  family  of  Georgia.  Unto  Judge 
and  Mrs.  Clark  has  been  born  a daughter,  Fran- 
ces, and  the  attractive  home  of  the  family  is  cele- 
brated for  its  gracious  and  warm  hearted  hospi- 
tality. 

AMO?  L.  THClRNBERRY  i.s  proprietor  of 
a stock  ranch  and  farm  at  Thornberry,  Clay 
county',  Texas.  He  i.s  recognized  as  a man  of 
good  business  ability  who  follows  progrc.ssive 
agricultural  methods  and  in  the  management 
of  hi.s  stock-raising  interest  di.splays  excellent 
discernment  and  ability'.  He  was  born  in 
Greenup  county,  Kentucky,  in  181.i.  a .stm  of 
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M.  A,  anil  Nancy  (Ra\vlin.<)  Thomlicrrv.  Ills 
fatluT  wab  a native  of  \'irgiiii.a  and  on  removing 
from  tile  ( Md  Dominion  settled  in  Kentucky, 
making  his  home  in  t lreenup  county  for  niany 
years,  lie  devoted  his  energies  to  agricultural 
pursuits  and  there  died  in  1870.  His  wife  was  a 
native  of  NNirth  Carolina. 

Amos  L.  1 hornherry  was  reared  in  tlie  usual 
manner  of  fanner  lads,  working  in  the  fields 
thretugh  the  summer  months  and  attending 
the  public  schools  througli  tlie  winter  sea- 
sons. \\  hen  in  his  fifteenth  year,  however,  he 
put  aside  the  ])low  and  his  text  books  and  re- 
sponded tfi  the  call  for  troops  to  aid  in  the 
preserr  ation  of  the  Union,  enlisting  in  ISCl  as 
a mentber  of  Companj’  E, Fourteenth  Kentucky 
Infantry.  His  first  service  u as  in  the  Army  of 
the  Tennessee  in  eastern  Kentucky  and  west- 
ern \ irginia.  The  regiment  was  largeh’  com- 
posed of  large,  strong  men,  typical  of  eastern 
Kentucky,  ami  they  did  clfcctive  and  valuable 
ser\  ice.  I’erhaps  the  most  strenuous  service  in 
which  Mr.  'Fhornlicrry  engaged  was  that  of  the 
year  UGI,  when  the  regiment  hccanie  a part  of 
Sherman's  army.  He  participated  in  many 
battles  of  the  Atlanta  campaign  anil  took  part 
in  the  siege  and  battle  of  Atlanta  and  was  tliere 
wounded.  He  abso  took  part  in  the  battle  of 
Missionary  Ridge  and  after  tlie  fall  of  Atlanta 
he  returned  with  Heneral  Thomas’  army  to 
Tein-iessee  .and  participiatcd  in  the  engagement 
at  Franklin  and  in  the  battle  and  capture  of 
Xashvillc.  This  was  the  last  inifiortant  battle 
of  Ids  active  service.  When  the  w.ar  was  over 
he  received  an  lionorablc  discharge  and  re- 
turned to  his  home  with  a most  creditable  mili- 
tary reconl.  for  at  all  times  he  had  been  loyal 
to  the'  cau>e  he  lielieved  ami  hael  proven  his 
valeir  in  many  a hotly  contested  engagement. 
For  a txar  .after  the  war  A.Ir.  Tliornberry  en- 
gaged in  fanning  in  Kentucky  and  tlien  turned 
his  attention  to  merchandise  in  Carter  county, 
that  state-.  Sub>er|uently,  however,  he  returned 
to  (ireemip  count}  , where  he  conducted  a mer- 
cantile tmterprise  feir  several  vears,  licing 
altogether  ielciititied  with  that  line  of  business 
for  sixteen  _vears.  In  l-SSl  he  came  to  Texas, 
locating  at  lleimctta.  the  count}'  scat  of  Clay 
eecanty,  where  he  ci inducted  a store  for  two 
vear-.,  (,)n  the  e.\-)>iration  of  that  period  he  sold 
out  and  turned  hi.-  attention  to  the  real  estate 
busiiies.s.  in  which  lie  contirmed  until  ISStl, 
v\  hen  he  began  farming  and  cattle-raising.  He 
i,-  todav  one  of  the  foremost  representatives  of 
this  great  .soutlieni  industry.  He  now  has 
ab'HU  twent} -three  hundred  acres  of  land,  a 
part  ol  winch  i>  devoted  to  pasturage  for  his 


stock,  while  the  remainder  is  used  for  general 
farming  purposes.  He  raises  wheat,  oats,  barley 
and  corn,  and  aiinually  harvests  good  crops. 
He  is  very  progressive  in  his  methods,  practices 
, the  rotation  of  crops  and  conducts  all  of  liis 
farm  work  along  modern  lines.  His  place  is  at 
Tliornberry,  the  postoffice  being  in  the  western 
part  of  Clay  count},  twelve  miles  northeast  of 
\\  ichita  Falls. 

In  Greenup  county,  Kentucky,  in  ISiO,  Mr. 
Thornlierry  was  united  in  marriage  to  i\Iiss 
CyiiLhiana  Thompson,  a daughter  of  A.  M. 
and  Mary  Thompson,  wliose  home  in  Greenup 
county  was  not  far  from  I’ortsniouth,  Oliio,  and 
in  that  city  i\Irs.  Thoniberry  acquired  her 
education.  She  belonged  to  a family'  of  wealth 
and  the  children  were  afforded  every  advan- 
tage. The  home  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Thoniberry 
has  been  blessed  witli  five  children  : Martin  A., 
.'Vndrew  L.,  Thomas  C.',  Mary  .Ygness  and  Harry 
T.  The  parents  hold  membership  in  the  Thorn- 
berry  Aletliodist  Episcopal  church  and  take  an 
active  part  in  its  work  Indeed,  Mr.  Thorn- 
berry  was  one  of  the  leading  movers  in  the 
building  of  the  house  of  worship  there  and  con- 
tributed most  generously  to  the  building  fund. 
The  church  was  completed  in  1003  and  is  a 
beautiful  structure,  being  exceptionally  fine  for 
a country  district.  In  his  political  views  Mr. 
I'liornberry  is  a stanch  Republican,  unfaltering 
in  his  advocacy  of  the  party'  and  its  principles. 
He  is  a man  of  affluence  and  his  home  and 
ranch  hav’e  an  air  of  prosperity'  that  betokens 
experienced  management.  He  is  also  an  in- 
fluential citizen  prominent  in  his  section  of 
Texas  and  he  well  deserves  mention  in  this 
volume.  He  is  today  as  true  to  his  country 
and  her  welfare  as  he  was  when  he  followed  the 
old  flag  on  southern  battlefields  in  defense  of 
the  Union. 

II,  C.  HORD.  The  Hord  family'  is  Scandina- 
vian in  origin  and  traces  its  ancestry  in  England 
back  to  the  year  of  1215.  The  Rav'en,  the  ancient 
emblem  carried  by  tlie  Xorsemen  on  their  flags, 
has  always  been  in  the  family  coat  of  arms,  and 
indicrites  the  origin  from  which  they  sprang. 
Its  soUlemcnt  in  England  probably  uxik  place 
at  the  time  of  the  incursion.s  of  the  X'orsemen 
into  that  country.  There  is  a prominent  family 
in  Sweden  bearing  the  name  of  Hord,  of  which 
General  Hord,  a valiant  officer  of  Charles  XII 
of  .Sweden  (see  XMltaire’s  Life  of  Charles  .Xll), 
and  his  son,  t'ouiu  de  Hordt,  a lieutenant-gen- 
eral of  Frederick  the  Great  of  Prussia,  were  dis- 
tinguished menihers.  This  fact  makes  it  very 
probable,  considering  the  peculiarity  of  the  name 
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and  its  Scandinavian  origin,  that  the  Hord  fam- 
ily of  England,  from  whicli  the  Hord  family  of 
America  sprang,  vvas  an  offshoot  of  the  Swedish 
family  bearing  the  same  name,  and  that  during 
the  incursions  of  the  Norseman  into  England 
some  of  the  Scandinavian  Hords  settled  there. 

The  Howard  family  of  England  and  America 
is  descended  from  the  Hords.  The  Hord  family 
in  America  it  is  believed  all  sprang  from  John 
Hord,  who  came  to  iYmerica  from  England  and 
settled  in  \'irginia  in  1685.  He  was  an  English 
gentleman,  and  vvas  an  officer  under  the  Duke  of 
Monmouth  in  his  rebellion  against  King  James 
II,  and  came  to  America  after  the  defeat  of  the 
former.  In  a “History  of  the  Hord  Family,” 
published  some  years  ago,  this  John  Hord  first 
of  the  family  in  America  was  number  89  of  the 
family  in  England.  John  Hord  settled  in  what  is 
now  Caroline  county,  Virginia,  and  purchased  a 
large  tract  of  land  on  the  Rappahannock  river, 
which  he  named  ‘‘Shady  Grove.”  His  house  was 
brought  from  England  in  sections  and  is  still 
standing. 

Thomas  Hord,  grandfatlier  of  H.  C.  Hord  of 
this  review’,  was  the  great-grandson  of  said  John 
Hord  of  Mrginia ; Thomas  Hord  was  born  in 
\drginia  in  1791 ; moved  to  Christian  county, 
Kentucky,  January,  1817.  He  was  a soldier  in 
the  War  of  1812.  Ilis  son  Davdd  S.  Hord, 
father  of  H.  C.  Hord  of  this  review,  was  born 
in  1819  and  died  in  1885.  The  following  was  said 
of  him  in  the  ‘‘History  of  the  Hord  Family”  above 
referred  to:  “He  was  quite  a remarkable  man 

in  many  respects.  He  vvas  admitted  to  the  Hop- 
kinsville bar  in  1875,  and  though  he  entered  the 
profession  late  in  life,  he  had  acquired  a very’ 
lucrative  practice  at  the  time  of  liis  death.  He 
loved  the  study  of  astronomy,  and  wrote  several 
articles  on  tliat  subject  which  attracted  consid- 
erable attention.  He  ahso  wrote  a number  of  ar- 
ticles on  the  harmony  of  religion  and  science. 
He  vvas  a man  of  large  knowledge  and  research, 
and  a wide  acquaintance  with  many  subjects.” 

He  was  raised  on  a farm  in  Kentucky,  and  in 
1840  married  Miss  H.  Catlett,  a member  of  a 
prominent  old  Virginia  family,  and  for  a num- 
ber of  years  engaged  in  fanning,  owning  a num- 
ber of  slaves.  He  sold  his  slaves  and  farm,  and 
in  1854  moved  to  Bloomington,  Illinois ; bought 
640  acres  of  land  near  that  place  (now  a part 
of  that  city).  This  was  prior  to  the  building  of 
the  Illinois  Central  or  C.  & A.  railways  through 
there.  He  resided  there  during  the  period  of 
hostilities  between  the  north  and  the  south  and  in 
1865  returned  to  Kentucky.  In  Illinois  he  w’as 
engaged  in  the  grain  trade.  During  the  clos- 
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ing  day's  of  the  war  he  invested  thirty  thousand 
dollars  in  grain  which  he  shipped  to  New  Or- 
leans, but  this  vvas  confiscated  bv  the  Confeder- 
ate forces  or  else  the  commission  merchants 
swindled  him  out  of  it,  so  tha^  he  suffered  an 
entire  loss,  sav'e  for  a comparatively  small  sum 
of  seventeen  hundred  dollars.  On  making  the 
trip  south  he  experienced  considerable  difficulty 
in  crossing  the  lines.  Putting  the  seventeen  hun- 
dred dollars  in  gold  in  a belt  he  returned  with  it 
to  Illinois.  On  again  locating  in  Kentucky  he 
gav'e  his  attention  to  the  practice  of  law,  which 
he  afterwards  followed. 

Harry  Catlett  Hord,  whose  name  introduces 
this  review,  vvas  horn  in  Pdoomington,  Illinois, 
February  17,  1857,  and  attended  die  public 
schools  there  until  the  removal  of  the  family  to 
Kentucky.  They  settled  at  a town  called  Pem- 
broke in  the  southern  part  of  Christian  county 
about  ten  miles  from  Hoi>kinsville,  the  county 
seat,  and  there  Mr.  Hord  attended  a private 
academy  taught  by  E.  J.  Murphy,  who  after- 
ward married  a sister  of  Mr.  Hord  and  is  still 
teaching  in  Christian  county.  Mr.  I lord  pursued 
his  studies  at  interv’als  until  eighteen  years  of 
age  and  when  not  busy’  vvitli  his  text-lwoks  gave 
his  time  and  attention  to  farming.  Realizing 
that  there  were  few  opportunities  for  a poor 
young  man  in  Kentucky,  he  went  to  Indiana  and 
secured  work  as  a farm  hand,  thus  earning  the 
money  with  which  to  pursue  a more  advanced 
education.  He  afterward  attended  a normal 
school  at  Mount  Vernon  and  prepared  himself 
for  teaching,  to  which  profession  he  gave  his  at- 
tention for  three  years  in  connection  with  public 
school  work  in  southern  Indiana,  In  the  mean- 
time he  became  quite  actively’  interested  in  poli- 
tics, although  not  old  enough  to  vote.  On  account 
of  failing  health  he  resigned  his  position  .as  a 
teacher  in  Indiana  and  came  to  Te.xas,  reaching 
Fort  Wortli  on  the  21st  of  February,  1878.  It 
was  his  intention  to  join  his  brother  Thomas 
Hord  upon  his  ranch  in  Callahan  county.  After 
remaining  in  Fort  Worth  for  three  days  and 
finding  no  conv’ey.ance  in  which  he  could  make 
the  trip  he  bought  a horse,  .saddle  and  bridle  at 
an  auction,  paying  fifteen  dollars  for  the  outfit, 
and  thus  he  made  the  trip  to  the  ranch  of  Jim 
Hart  on  Deep  creek  in  Callahan  county,  his 
brother  Thomas  Hord  being  at  that  time  associ- 
ated with  Jlr.  Hart. 

Mr.  Hord  of  this  review  came  to  Texas  with 
the  intention  of  pursuing  any'  business  that  would 
yield  him  an  honorable  living  but  with  no  definite 
object  in  view.  After  talking  with  Mr.  Hart 
for  a time  the  latter  expressed  a desire  for  Mr. 
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Hurd  t<)  teach  school  in  westom  Texas  and  a 
business  arrangfcmcni  was  perfected  tt  licrehy  Mr. 
Hart  was  to  cmjiioy  Mr.  Hord  a.s  a teacher 
through  the  months  of  .March,  .\pril  and  Yfay, 
1878.  tor  one  hundred  dollars  and  his  hoard. 
This  was  undoubtedly  one  of  the  fir.st  schools 
taught  in  Callahan  count}-.  On  the  conclusion 
of  his  .service  as  a teacher  Mr.  Hord  began 
w orking  for  hi.s  brother  Thomas,  tending  cattle 
at  twenty  dollars  jier  month.  The  brother  re- 
moved his  cattle  from  Callahan  to  the  northern 
part  of  Runnels  county  on  Elm  creek  and  there 
H.  C.  Hord  remained  with  his  lirothcr  for  two 
winters,  w hen  they  totik  the  herd  to  the  head  of 
the  Colorado  river  and  H.  C.  Hord  continued 
in  charge  of  the  cattle  interests  llicrc  until  the 
fall  of  1880.  He  then  entered  into  partnership 
with  J.  W.  Dickinson,  who  was  at  that  time  a 
passenger  conductor  on  the  Iron  Abiuntain  Rail- 
roa<l  and  who  came  to  I'e.xas  in  the  interest  of 
a syndicate  to  establi.sh  a ranch.  Mr.  Hord  en- 
tered into  a contract  to  carry  on  the  ranch  and 
buv  the  cattle  for  an  interest  in  the  business, 
i'he  ranch  was  located  at  the  head  of  Sweet- 
water creek  in  Nolan  county  and  was  known  as 
the  H triangle  bar,  H>  ranch  and  was  known 
all  through  this  western  country.  iMr.  Hord  con- 
tinued in  the  hu.siness  until  the  fall  of  1883, 
when  he  .sold  his  interest  and  severed  his  con- 
nection with  tlie  cattle  industry. 

In  the  meantime,  during  all  these  years  in 
Texa.s,  lie  had  been  reading  law.  After  he  had 
estal>!is!icd  this  ranch  he  was  one  of  the  original 
<irganii:i  rs  of  the  county  in  1881.  fie  was  elected 
the  first  county  assessor  and  after  serving  for 
one  term  declined  a re-election.  On  disposing 
of  hi.s  nmch  he  removed  to  Sweetwater  and  in 
Octolier.  1883,  wa.s  united  in  marriage  to  IMiss 
Hett\  (ilass,  a daughter  of  William  Glass,  now 
decca.scd.  one  of  tlic  old  and  prominent  settlers 
of  X<-laii  county. 

From  the  time  that  he  took  up  his  aliode  in 
.8,1  ectwater  Mr.  Hord  continued  reading  law 
ami  m 1885  he  accepted  an  apjxiintment  to  the 
office  of  justice  of  the  peace,  there  being  con- 
-ideraiile  bu.sincss  of  the  kind  to  do  at  that  time. 
Me  wa.^  formal!)  ailmitted  to  the  bar  in  1887  and 
at  llie  same  time  was  a|>pointed  county  attorney 
for  Nolan  count) , w bile  later  he  wa.s  elected  to 
that  oftice  and  coiuinued  to  fill  the  |>osition  for 
ten  years,  i.r  until  i8«j6.  In  the  meantime  he  se- 
cured a consiilcraulc  practice  in  civil  law  and  a 
liberal  clientage  has  been  accorded  him  since  he 
became  a member  of  the  Texa.s  liar.  In  '.807  he 
was  elccicd  iiun'or  of  Sweetwater,  the  corpora- 


tion of  the  city  being  re-organized  at  that  time, 
and  was  re-clectecl  in  1898,  He  gave  a public- 
.spirited,  progressive  and  practical  administration 
and  after  retiring  from  the  mayoralty  he  en- 
gaged in  the  general  practice  of  law  until  the 
Panhandle  & (!nlf  Railway  was  incoqioratcd  in 
•March,  1900,  since  which  time  he  has  been  en- 
gaged almost  exclusively  with  wmrk  connected 
with  that  enterprise,  acting  as  general  attorney 
for  the  corporation.  This  company  is  now-  known 
as  the  Kansas  City,  Mexico  & Orient  Railway 
of  Texas,  being  the  Texas  division  of  the  Kansas 
City,  Mexico  & Orient  system.  He  is  also  vice- 
president  and  secretary  of  the  International  Con- 
struction Company  of  Texas,  w'hich  has  the  con- 
tract to  build  the  Texas  division  of  the  road. 
Mr.  Hord  is  als'i  attorney  for  the  Sweetwater 
Cotton  Oil  Company  and  the  interests  of  these 
two  corporations  ivccupy  his  entire  time  to  the 
exclusion  of  any  other  business.  While  he  is 
not  active  in  jKiIitics  as  a candidate  for  nomina- 
tion to  any  office,  he  takes  great  interest  in  polit- 
ical matters  in  a general  way,  was  a member  of 
the  state  executive  committee  in  1902  and  is  now 
chairman  of  the  congressional  committee  of  the 
sixteenth  district. 

Mr.  Hord  has  been  a Mason  since  1895 
belongs  to  the  lodge  and  chapter  at  Sweetwater, 
the  commanderv  at  Abilene,  and  to  Hella  Temple 
of  tire  Mystic  Shrine  at  Dallas.  He  has  for  three 
different  terms  been  master  of  the  lodge.  He  is 
also  an  Odd  Fellow  and  the  present  noble  grand 
and  with  this  organization  has  been  afiiliated  for 
twent}-  years. 

Mr.  Hord  has  a family  of  five  living  children, 
three  sons  and  two  daughters:  H.  C.,  Jr.,  Nellie 
E.,  Homer  D.,  Howard  and  Grace.  Since  1885 
Mr.  Hord  has  been  a member  of  the  Baptist 
church  and  has  taken  considerable  interest  in  its 
affairs,  proving  one  of  its  helpful  members.  Fie 
wa.s  a member  of  the  association  ami  served  on 
the  committee  that  located  Simmons  College  at 
.Mnlenc  and  was  one  of  its  fir.st  tru.stecs.  His 
activity  has  touched  in.any  lines  of  business  since 
he  came  to  Texas  for  the  benefit  of  his  health 
many  years  ago.  He  was  withenit  capital  but  he 
fHissessed  determination,  laudable  ambition  and 
energy  and,  watchful  of  opportunity,  he  has  im- 
proved the  business  advantages  that  have  come  to 
him  and  gradually  extended  the  sco]je  of  his 
lal>  >rs  until  he  has  attained  prominence  in  legal 
circles  and  in  the  public  life  of  western  Texas, 
leaving  the  impress  of  his  individuality  for  good 
upon  the  substantial  development  and  upbuild- 
ing of  the  state. 


STEPHEN  H.  OVERSTREET 
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JOSEPH  P.  MEADOWS,  whose  landed  in- 
terests comprist?  seven  hundred  acres  in  tira\’son 
countv,  was  horn  in  Tennessee  in  1853.  His  pa- 
ternal grandfather  was  Solomon  Meadows,  who 
married  jVliss  I.ucinda  Davis  and  both  were 
descendants  of  old  Virginian  families.  Adolphus 
Meadows,  father  of  our  subject,  was  Ixjrn  in 
Tennessee  and  served  as  a soldier  in  the  Mex- 
ican war  and  also  as  a member  of  the  Confed- 
erate Army  in  the  Civil  War.  He  devoted  his 
entire  life  to  farming  and  remained  a resident  of 
Tenne.ssee  up  to  the  time  of  bis  death,  which  oc- 
curred when  he  was  seventy-one  years  of  age. 
His  wife  survived  him  for  a number  of  years 
and  died  w'hen  seventy-two  or  seventy-three 
years  of  age,  passing  away  in  k)oi. 

Joseph  P.  Meadows  remained  a resident  of 
Tennessee  until  eighteen  years  of  age  and  during 
that  period  acquired  a fair  Engli.sh  education. 
He  then  came  to  Texas,  settling  in  Grayson 
county  near  White  Mound  and  about  twenty-six 
3'ears  ago  he  removed  to  Preston  Bend  in  the 
northern  part  of  the  count}',  where  he  novv  ow'iis 
seven  hundred  acre.s  of  valuable  land.  Much  of 
this  he  rents  on  shares  and  the  tract  is  devotecl 
largely  to  the  production  of  cotton.  Mr.  Mead- 
ows also  owns  and  conducts  a cotton  gin  and  is 
one  of  the  leading  farmers  and  progressive  busi- 
ness men  of  his  part  of  the  county. 

In  i88i  was  celebrated  the  marriage  of  Joseph 
P.  Meadows  and  iiliss  Alice  Thomp.son,  a na- 
tive of  Preston,  and  they  have  two  sons ; Exey 
and  Ernest,  both  born  in  Preston.  Mr.  Meadows 
is  a member  of  the  Fraternal  Union  of  America 
and  gives  his  political  allegiance  to  the  Democ- 
racy. As  tlie  years  have  gone  by  he  has  worked 
earnestly  and  persi.stently  and  has  found  that 
labor  is  the  basis  of  all  success  and  that  prosperity 
is  ambition’s  answer. 

STEPHEN  HOLLINQUIST  OVER- 
STREET.  The  efforts  of  the  subject  of  this  re- 
view in  the  field  of  agriculture  in  Montague 
county  have  been  liberally  rewarded  by  the 
hand  of  Providence  and  the  achievements  of  his 
pastoral  and  industrial  life  have  won  him  a high 
place  among  the  successful  men  of  the  county. 
Through  his  ancestors  he  represents  the  gen- 
eration of  the  last  years  of  the  Republic  of 
Texas  and  this  fact,  aside  from  his  personal  ex- 
periences and  achievements,  is  sufficient  to 
energize  his  posterity  wdth  a consuming  spirit 
of  patriotic  state  pride. 

In  1813  the  founder  of  this  worthy  family, 
Stephen  Overstreet,  established  himself  in  Har- 
rison county,  the  Republic  of  Texas,  from  some 


point  in  Georgia  where  he  was  born  in  1811. 
He  brought  his  little  family  hither  and  was  ac- 
companied on  the  overland  journey  by  his 
wife’s  brother,  who  died  some  years  afterward 
in  Gilmer,  Texas.  He  followed  his  trade  as  a 
carpenter  in  that  county  and  became  a man  of 
influence  and  of  considerable  prominence  in  the 
accumulation  of  real  estate.  In  the  forties 
something  occurred  in  his  county  to  start  fac- 
tional difficulties  and  bitterness,  one  party  be- 
ing called  the  “Regulators”  and  the  other  one 
the  "]\Ioderators,”  Each  side  seemed  to  have 
the  ultimate  extermination  of  the  other  in  view 
and  but  for  those  who  occupied  neutral  ground 
this  ending  would  have  resulted,  ilr.  Over- 
street's  neutrality  and  his  eminent  fairness  sug- 
gested him  as  a ])eacemaker  and  he  helped  to 
adjust  matters  to  the  satisfaction  of  all. 

About  1850  he  located  in  the  new  town  of 
Gilmer  and  put  up  the  first  frame  building  in 
the  place.  He  also  has  the  distinction  of  having 
erected  the  first  hou.se  in  Marshall  and  his  work 
as  a mechanic  made  him  well  known  over  Up- 
shur county  and  a leader  in  its  affairs.  lie 
acquired  much  real  property  there  and  his  heirs 
are  now  conducting  a suit  to  recover  their 
rights  in  that  part  of  it  which  was  never  deeded 
away.  He  died  in  Gilmer  in  1859  as  a Mason 
and  a member  of  the  Baptist  church.  J.ane 
Avery,  a daughter  of  Ingram  Avery,  became 
his  wife  and  she  passed  away  at  the  home  of  our 
subject  in  1890  at  seventy-two  years  of  age. 
Their  children  were:  Emma,  widow  of  H.  L. 

Cherry,  of  Bowie;  Louisa,  wife  of  S.  D.  Gaf- 
ford,  of  Bowie;  Stephen  IT.,  and  Rev.  John  H., 
a Methodist  minister  of  Dickens  county,  Texas. 

Stephen  II.  Overstreet’s  environment  dur- 
ing boyhood  was  favorable  to  his  proper  bring- 
ing up  and  his  education  was  obtained  largely 
under  the  tutorshi[)  of  the  old  and  efficient 
educator,  Morgan  FI.  Rooney.  .\t  about  seven- 
teen years  of  age  he  departed  from  the  home 
of  his  stepfather.  Ebcn  .Andrews,  and  under- 
took to  manage  his  own  destiny.  lie  got  into 
the  busine.ss  of  freighting  and  with  his  own 
team  he  hauled  goods  to  and  from  Shreveport, 
Gilmer,  Jefferson,  Tyler  and  other  nearby 
points  and  was  engaged  in  the  bu.-,iness  for 
some  five  years.  Abandoning  this  vocation,  he 
became  a farmer  on  some  of  the  family  land  and 
made  some  jtrogress  at  it  while  there.  In  1872 
he  removed  with  his  family  to  Falls  county, 
where  he  bought  land  and  laid  what  he  sup- 
posed for  a time  was  the  foundation  for  his  first 
success.  When  he  had  gotten  himself  comfort- 
ably situated  some  parties  brought  suit  for  his 
and  many  other  farms  around  him,  alleging  a 
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tiaw  in  his  t’iUe.  and  after  an  era  of  expensive 
litigation  he  lost  his  property  and  moved  away 
from  the  county  in  1881  alnio.st  as  poor  as 
pco  erty  itself.  <dn  top  of  this  adversity  his  wife 
died  and  he  decided  to  seek  a new  country  and 
make  a new  start  in  life. 

(,'oming  to  Alontague  county  he  located  on 
and  rented  a piece  of  ground  three  miles  north 
of  Salona  and  spent  four  years  there.  He  then 
eciiitractcd  for  the  old  home  of  his  sister,  Mrs. 
Cherry, containing  one  hundred  and  sixt}'  acres, 
and  upem  this  lie  has  since  made  his  home.  The 
dan  ning  of  a now  day  came  to  him  here  and 
prc'speritv  has  followed  liis  efforts  all  along  the 
way.  He  has  increased  the  area  of  his  farm 
to  fmir  h.nndred  and  se\  en  acres,  three  hundred 
of  which  are  under  jdovv,  and  his  estate,  lying 
as  it  docs  in  one  of  the  nntst  fertile  belts  of  the 
county,  is  substantially  and  attractively  im- 
proved and  marks  his  place  as  one  of  the  most 
desirable  in  the  county.  The  growing  of  fruit 
has  enlisted  his  interest  and  fourteen  acres  has 
been  planted  to  orchard  in  a variety  of  fruit. 

-Mr.  t)verstreet  was  first  married  in  Upshur 
eountv.  Texas,  to  Catherine,  a daughter  of 
Roliert  Ford,  a North  Carolina  settler  to  Texas. 
•Mrs.  Overstreet  died  in  June,  1881,  in  Falls 
County,  being  the  mother  of  \\  it  W.,  who  died 
in  Foard  county,  Texas,  in  1!)0! : IMolo,  of  Mon- 
tague county;  Hardy,  Hubert,  Ula,  wife  of  H. 

1..  Cook,  of  Montague  county,  and  Maggie.  For 
bis  second  wife  Mr.  Overstreet  married  Mrs. 
X'ancy  Bolls,  a daughter  of  a ‘'forty-niner,” 
C harles  .M.  Booth,  and  by  this  union  has:  John 

11.,  TTarobl,  I'rscl,  Ethel.  Bryan,  Edna  and 
\ri:rnoy.  Sc[>tcml>cr  1,  1903,  this  wife  ilied.  and 
1 Iccembcr  U>,  1901,  Air.  (Berstreet  married 
.Mrs.  Susie  S))riiiger,  a daughter  of  Logan  and 
."sarah  Ibiilard.  Airs,  i Iverstreet’s  first  lutsl>and 
was  Afr.  AIcCoy,  wlio  left  a daughter.  Dennis, 
and  by  her  second  husband  she  lias  a daughter. 
Barbara,  Site  had  one  child  that  died  at  birth 
unnamed. 

Stci)hcn  H.  < dvcrstrect  has  filled  a positive 
niche  in  his  Cfnnity’s  affairs.  A^’hile  never  in 
piil.ilic  life  he  h.as  maintained  a fellowship  with 
ajid  a fricmll}'  interest  in  tho,sc  who  liavc 
.-.'■uglit  the  puldic  favcir  ;ind  is  regarded  as  a 
strong  limn  in  his  e<tmmunity.  M ithout  blow 
or  bluster,  ponip*  or  show,  he  has  kept  the 
w IkcIs  of  inilnstry  turning  about  bis  bailiwick 
to  the  ultimate  enriching  i.f  his  county  while 
gathering  a few  crumlts  for  himself.  He  votes 
the  Dcniiicratic  ticket  on  party  issuc.s  and  his 
naitte  is  on  the  re. 11s  of  the  Afissioiiary  Baptist 
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J.  R.  AIH.LER,  who,  coming  to  Texas  at  an 
early  period  in  the  settlement  of  the  western  sec- 
tion of  the  state,  has  in  tlie  course  of  years  won 
a place  among  the  prominent  farmers  of  the  Red 
River  valley,  was  bom  in  A'lississippi,  December 
13,  1848.  His  paternal  grandfather,  Charles  Alil- 
Icr,  was  a well  known  farmer  of  Georgia,  in 
which  state  he  reared  his  family,  including  Sea- 
born Alillcr,  the  fatlicr  of  our  subject.  Scalxtra 
Aliller  was  reared  in  ticorgia  and  after  arriving 
at  adult  age  was  married  to  Caroline  Aloorc,  a 
native  of  North  Carolina.  He  had  but  one 
brotlier,  Afadison,  who  died  in  Dallas  county, 
Te.xas.  It  was  before  his  marriage  tliat  he  went 
to  Alississippi,  where  he  was  employed  as  over- 
seer of  a plantation,  occupying  positions  of  tliat 
character  for  several  years  but  at  the  time  of  his 
marriage  he  began  farming  on  his  own  account 
and  so  continued  for  eight  years,  when  he  sold  his 
property  and  removed  to  AVinston  county,  Alis- 
sissippi. lie  was  engaged  in  merchandising  at 
Flattsburg,  where  he  yet  resides.  He  had  ac- 
cumulated a good  estate  when  the  Civil  war 
broke  out,  l)ut  like  thousands  of  others  in  the 
south  lie  lost  heavily  by  reason  of  the  fortunes 
of  war,  being  rohlx'd  and  phmdereil,  while  both 
annies  foraged  from  his  place,  so  tliat  when  hos- 
tilities had  ceased  he  was  largely  penniless.  He 
entered  the  army  in  the  winter  of  1862  and  served 
until  the  close  of  the  war  as  a Confederate  sol- 
dier under  General  Hood  and  in  Aluldronc’s  reg- 
iment of  cavalrv  with  the  .Arniv  of  the  Tennessee. 
His  loyalty  to  die  cause  which  he  espoused  was 
never  questioned.  AVlien  he  could  no  longer  ren- 
der military  service  to  the  south  he  returned  to 
his  home  to  find  that  the  earnings  of  a lifetime 
were  gone,  hut  he  started  again  in  a small  waj" 
in  the  nicrcaritile  line  and  continued  in  Im.sincss 
niilil  he  retired  in  the  eiening  of  life.  He  now 
resides  at  rMattslnirg,  at  the  advanced  age  of 
eigiity-five  years.  There  have  been  in  his  history 
many  traits  of  character  wortliv  of  emulation.  In 
his  business  dealings  he  has  ever  been  reliable 
and  trustworthy  and  in  heh.alf  of  liis  community 
has  displayed  a public-spirited  citizenship.  The 
poor  and  needy  have  also  found  in  him  a friend 
and  he  has  not  only  been  a loving  and  indulgent 
father  in  his  own  household  hut  ha.s  cared  for 
twelve  orphaned  children  as  well.  He  was  par- 
ticularl}-  helpful  during  the  period  of  the  war 
when  the  families  of  the  soldiers  were  in  need 
of  assistance.  Afr.  Aliller  assisted  in  securing  the 
cstahlislimcnt  of  a postofficc  at  his  place  and  for 
many  years  acted  as  postmaster  there.  He  was 
also  apjxiirited  and  served  for  two  years  as  jus- 
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ticc  of  tlie  peace  and  he  lias  long  been  a devoted 
member  of  tlie  Missionary  Jiaptist  church  and  an 
exemplary  representative  of  the  Masftnic  frater- 
nity. in  1869  he  was  called  upon  to  mourn  the 
loss  of  his  wife,  who  was  a daughter  of  John 
Moore,  of  South  Carolina,  who  became  an  earl}' 
.settler  of  Mississippi,  wdiere  he  was  known  as  a 
leading  planter  and  slave  owner.  He  held  mem- 
bership in  the  Trimitive  Baptist  church  and  w’as 
favorably  known  for  his  integrity  an<l  honor.  His 
children  w’ere : Samuel,  a pioneer  of  Texas;  Mr.s. 
Caroline  Miller ; Silas,  who  died  while  serving  in 
the  Confederate  armv ; Nath.aniel,  wdio  W'as  a 
lieutenant  of  his  company  and  was  killed  in  the 
siege  of  Vicksburg;  .Mrs.  Elizabeth  Dorrell; 
Newton,  of  Mississippi ; Mrs.  Sarah  Mayo ; and 
William  and  Perry,  l>oth  of  the  Indian  Territory. 

In  the  family  of  Seaborn  and  Caroline  iMiller 
were  nine  children:  }ilrs.  Loui.se  Holder,  who 
flied  leaving-  L)ur  children;  Jeff,  of  Hatchet  City, 
Mississijtpi ; J.  R.,  of  this  review;  iMrs.  Lizzie 
Miller;  Mrs.  Mat  McCowan ; Samuel,  -who  was 
killed  by  the  cars;  Augustus,  of  ^Mississippi ; 
Dow^  who  is  living  at  the  old  homestead ; and 
l\Irs.  Emma  Wkxxlall,  who  died  leaving  four  chil- 
dren. 

J.  R.  Aliller  \vas  reared  to  farm  pursuits.  His 
educational  privileges  were  somewhat  limited  but 
by  experience,  observation  and  reading  he  has 
gained  a good  practical  knowledge.  He  was 
but  a boy  during  the  period  of  die  Civil  war  but 
he  yet  remembers  clearly  many  events  connected 
with  that  long  and  sanguinary  struggle  when  his 
district  was  devastated  by  the  northern  and 
southern  troops.  He  remained  at  home  until  near 
the  cloise  of  hostilities,  when  he  joined  a com- 
pany known  as  Wheeler’s  independent  scouts, 
with  which  he  was  connected  for  about  a year  or 
until  the  close  of  hostilities.  He  then  returnetl 
home  and  assisted  his  father  until  1S68,  when  he 
came  to  Texas,  where  he  was  employed  for  four 
months  as  a farm  hand.  He  next  made  his  way 
to  Gainesville  and  spent  five  months  in  the  em- 
ploy of  ])r.  Ellison,  after  which  he  entered  the 
servdee  of  Mr.  Sparks,  a rancher,  and  went  to  the 
west  for  cattle.  In  this  emplov  he  travckal  far 
and  wide  over  the  \Vichita  and  Brazos  districts, 
continuing  as  a cowl>oy  for  five  years,  after 
which  he  returned  to  C<K)kc  county  to  secure  tlie 
scattered  cattle  which  were  returning  to  the  main 
herd.  He  continued  this  sendee  in  all  for  seven 
years,  after  which  he  was  employed  as  a farm- 
hand in  the  Territory  for  a year.  He  then  leased 
land  and  while  conducting  his  farming  operations 
there  he  kept  “bachelor’s  hall”  for  three  years, 
but  in  1877  he  married  and  settled  where  he  now 


resides.  He  has  a large  tract  of  land,  on  which 
he  has  made  most  of  the  improvement.s,  carrying 
on  general  farming  and  raising  .stock  to  some 
c.xtent.  He  has  one  hundred  and  fort}'  acres  of 
land  under  cultivation,  planted  to  diversified 
crops,  and  tlie  farm  is  neat  and  thrift}'  in  ap- 
pearance, indicating  his  careful  sujiervision  and 
practical,  progressive  methods.  His  place  is 
pleasantly  situated  three  miles  east  of  Bulcher  in 
the  Red  River  valley. 

In  1877  occurred  the  marriage  of  ?ilr.  Miller 
and  iUiss  \ ictoria  .Able,  a descendant  of  one  of 
the  honored  carlv  tamilies  of  this  vrdlc} . her  j>a- 
rents  being  James  M.  and  Elmina  { Hodges) 
.Able,  the  former  lx>rn  in  Alouroe  county,  Tennes- 
see, Alarch  2,  1830,  and  the  latter  in  South  t anj- 
lina,  January  9,  1837.  Mrs.  .\blc  was  a daughter 
of  Thompson  and  Mahala  ( Hill  ) j lodges,  who 
were  natives  of  South  Carolina  and  were  there 
Tuarried.  Later  they  stttled  in  .Alabama  and  at 
an  carl}  day  he  became  a .scIkkiI  teacher  and  far- 
mer. Both  he  and  his  wife  held  membership  in 
the  Baptist  church.  Their  children  were:  Alary, 
who  became  Afr.s.  Madison  and  afterward  Airs. 
Ward;  Airs.  Nancy  Reiser;  llarri.son,  a Baptist 
clergyman;  Airs.  Emeline  Hodges;  Amanda,  the 
wife  of  AI.  Thomas;  Margaret,  the  wife  of 
Thomas;  Mrs.  Hazleton  Ward;  Airs.  Frant'cs 
Dickey;  and  Airs.  Elmina  Able. 

James  AI.  Able,  fatlier  of  Airs.  Miller,  was  a 
son  of  James  and  Jane  (Morrison)  .Able,  who 
were  born,  reared  and  married  in  Tennessee  and 
afterward  removed  to  Calhoun  county,  .Alabama, 
w'here  they  reared  llieir  family  and  spent  their 
remaining  days.  James  .Able  was  a son  of 
Aloses  and  .Vancy  -Able,  natives  of  Irclaml,  who, 
following  their  marriage,  emigrated  to  America 
and  became  pioneer  settlers  of  Tennessee,  then  a 
new  and  undeveloped  region  in  which  Air.  .Able 
opened  up  a farm.  Ho  afterw’ard  removed  to 
Randolph  county,  where  both  he  and  bis  wife 
died.  He  and  his  son  James  were  soldiers  of  the 
Alexican  war.  His  cliildrcn  were;  Moses,  Joe. 
John,  Thomas  and  James,  all  of  whom  were 
Alexican  soldiers,  while  Thomas  was  a lieutenant 
and  James  wa.s  a cajgain  in  his  companv. 

Janies  -Able  was  born  in  Tennessee  and  fol- 
lowing his  removal  to  .Alabama  purchased  a farm 
and  spent  his  remaining  days  in  that  state,  passing 
away  at  the  age  of  sixty  }ears.  His  wife  after- 
ward married  a Air.  Leather  and  by  that  union 
had  one  daughter,  t.'alodonia.  Airs.  Able  was  a 
daughter  of  Rev.  A\  illiaiii  Alorrison.  a Baptist 
minister  and  fanner,  in  whose  family  were  six 
children  ; Alajor  and  W'illiam,  w ho  w ere  soldiers 
of  the  Alexican  war:  John;  Scpiire ; Catherine; 
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and  Jane,  wlio  liecanie  the  wife  of  J.  M.  .\blc. 
All  wen;  members  of  the  I!a[)tist  church. 

The  children  of  Janies  .\hle  were  fifiecii  in 
number,  as  follr-ws:  Mrs.  .Nancy  Burson ; Will- 
iam. of  Alabama:  Joe,  wh(_>  die<l  from  the  effects 
of  a wound  sustained  in  the  amu';  John,  who 
dierl  in  Hunt  count\,  Texas;  James  M.,  of  the 
Red  River  valley:  Frank,  who  died  in  .Mabama; 
-Moses,  who  was  killed  in  Oklahoma;  Thomas, 
who  was  killed  while  .-.erving'  in  the  Confederate 
.irmy : Doc,  of  Indian  Territory;  Mrs.  Mary 
Helms;  IMrs.  Jane  Rivers;  IMrs.  Sarah  William- 
son; Caroline;  IMrs.  IMelvina  Cristofer;  and 
.Mrs.  Susan  rirannenian.  Ml  of  the  eight  sons 
served  through  the  Civil  war. 

James  IM.  Able  was  born  in  Tennessee  but  w'as 
reared  in  Alabama  and  after  his  father’s  death  he 
as.sisted  his  widowed  mother  until  her  second 
marri.age.  when  not  being  pleased  with  this  he 
left  home  and  went  to  IMississijipi,  w here  he  was 
employed  at  ten  dollars  per  month  as  a farm  hand 
and  later  his  employer  rai.sed  his  wages  to  twenty 
dollars  per  month  and  made  him  overseer.  He 
acted  in  that  cajKiciiy  and  when  a neighlwriiig 
fanner  offered  him  better  w'agcs — a thousand 
dollars  per  year-  he  refused  the  offer,  so  that 
when  his  em]do\er  heard  of  this  he  was  so 
f)leased  that  he  raised  his  salary  above  that 
amount,  k'or  four  years  he  remained  in  Mis- 
sissippi and  then  returned  to  his  old  home 
greatly'  to  the  surjirise  of  his  mother  and  others 
who  thought  him  dead.  He  was  in  impaired 
health  at  the  time  and  when  he  had  recovered 
he  engaged  in  freighting.  Later  he  was  mar- 
ried in  185O  and  he  then  followed  farming  until 
1861.  w hen  i;e  jnined  the  First  Alabama  Cavalry' 
under  Colonel  Dlakcy,  serving  with  the  Army 
of  the  Tennessee.  He  was  at  the  battle  of  ilis- 
sionaiw  Ridge  and  in  other  hotly  coiite.stcd  en- 
gagemeiHs  in  central  Tennes.'^ee  under  Ceneral 
Joseph  M'heekr  and  Cemral  Forest.  He  was 
never  wounded  but  was  taken  prisoner  an<l  sent 
to  Rockford,  Ohii),  where  later  he  succeeded  in 
eluding  Uk'  guanU  and  securing  a Union  uniform 
aiul,  thus  ()i.sgui?v'd,  returned  home.  When  the 
war  was  over  he  resuineil  farming  in  .Mabama. 
l)in  in  .1S70  .sold  his  ])n.iHTty  there  and  came  to 
Te.xus.  In  i8y_>  he  settled  in  the  Red  River  val- 
ley, wiierc  he  yet  resides,  and  his  landed  pos- 
sc.ssi<)ns  arc  tod;i\  the  nio-t  e.xteiisive  of  any 
lanciow'Mer  in  ooke  cimnty.  He  ha.s  Ix'conic  a 
\'crv  wealthy  man,  conducting  his  business  intcr- 
c.sts  with  an  ability  that  has  brought  him  a high 
mc.'isure  of  prosperitr  . He  belongs  to  the  IMis- 
.sion;iry  Ua]  list  eluircli,  "f  which  his  wife  is  also 
a monilH  r,  I’hei-  .ire  now  living  vtpr.n  tltc  old 


homestead  at  an  advanced  age,  but  Mr.  Able  does 
none  of  the  active  w'ork  of  the  farm,  leaving 
all  this  to  his  tenants.  In  his  family  are  four 
children:  Thomas,  a prominent  farmer  born  in 
1856;  Fanny,  the  w'ifc  of  Mack  Franklin;  Vic- 
toria, now  Mrs.  Miller;  and  Tenzader,  the  wife 
of  J.  Agee. 

Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  kliller  have  been  born 
eleven  children;  W'illiam,  who  is  living  in  Wil- 
barger county',  Texas,  at  the  age  of  tw'enty-eight 
years;  Boney,  who  died  in  1903,  at  the  age  of 
tw’enty-five  years  leaving  a husband  and  one 
child  to  mourn  her  loss ; Coney,  the  wife  of  Y. 
D.  Able  and  now  twenty-three  years  of  age ; 
Claud,  twenty-one  years  old;  Doddis,  Hugh, 
Roy,  John  and  Jess,  aged  respectively  eighteen, 
seventeen,  fifteen,  tliirteen  and  eleven  y^ears; 
Lela,  who  is  a maiden  of  nine  summers;  and 
Samuel,  who  at  the  age  of  three  y-ears  completes 
the  family'.  The  parents  are  members  of  the 
IMissionary  Baptist  church  and  Mr.  ililler  votes 
with  the  Democracy.  In  him  wc  find  an  enter- 
prising citizen  who.  taking  advantage  of  the  nat- 
ural resources  of  the  state,  has  improved  his  op- 
portunities with  the  result  that  he  is  now  one  of 
die  leading  and  prosperous  agriculturists  of  his 
community. 

HARVEY  X.  FROST.  To  say'  of  him  whose 
name  heads  this  .sketch  that  he  has  risen  un- 
aided from  comparative  obscurity  to  rank 
among  the  capitalists,  is  a statement  that  seems 
trite  to  those  familiar  with  his  life.  What  Mr. 
Frost  has  accomplished  in  the  world  of  com- 
merce cannot  adequately'  be  told  in  words.  It 
is  certainly^  not  asserting  too  much  to  say  of 
one  who  can  direct  and  control  a business  of 
such  magnitude,  that  he  must  possess,  aside 
from  mercantile  foresight  and  sagacity,  the 
ha}>py  faculty  of  reading  and  judging  men.  un- 
usual powers  of  organization  and  executive 
ability — in  a word,  that  he  must  be  a master 
mind.  .Nnd  }'et  if  one  shall  seek  in  Mr.  Frost’s 
career  the  causes  that  have  led  to  his  success, 
they  will  be  found  along  the  lines  of  well-tried 
and  old-time  maxims.  Honesty'  and  fair  deal- 
ing, promptness,  truthfiilne.ss,  fi<lelity,  all  these 
are  strictly'  enforced  and  adhered  to.  Faithful- 
ness on  the  part  of  employes  is  promoted  b\' 
the  knowledge  that  goo<l  service  means  ad- 
vancement as  opportunity'  opens  and  that  neg- 
lect of  duty  will  not  be  tolerated,  and  is  further 
enhanced  by'  the  interest  taken  by'  the  employer 
in  the  personal  welfare  of  the  deserving. 

Harveys  N.  Frost,  now  living  in  Mineral 
Wells,  vvas  horn  in  Collin  county',  Te.xas,  in 
1SOO,  his  parent.s  lieing  C.  C.  and  Gillie  M. 
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( Daniels)  Frost.  I'he  father  wa.s  horn  in  Mis- 
souri and  came  to  Texas  in  1615.  settling  in 
Collin  county.  He  served  with  the -Confeder- 
ate army  throughout  the  Civil  War,  being  a 
brave  and  lo}^aI  soldier.  About  1890  he  removed 
to  Haskell,  Texas,  where  he  now  resides.  For 
man}"  years  he  followed  farming,,  but  is  now 
living  retired  from  active  life,  enjoying  a rest 
which  he  has  well  earned  and  richly  deserves. 
His  wife  is  also  living  and  is  a native  of  middle 
T ennessee. 

Harvey  N.  Frost  was  reared  to  farm  life  in 
Collin  county  and  acquired  his  education  in  the 
.schools  there.  He  remained  with  his  father  until 
he  had  attained  his  majority,  when  he  entered 
business  life  at  Farmersville.  Texas,  as  a mem- 
ber of  the  firm  of  Rike  & Frost,  dealers  in 
agricultural  implements.  There  he  remained 
until  1889,  when  he  took  up  his  abode  at  Has- 
kell, Texas,  where  he  establi.shed  and  con- 
ducted a lumber  business.  He  also  had  a 
lumber  yard  at  Grand  Prairie,  Texas.  In  189-') 
he  removed  to  Mineral  Wells  and  purchased 
the  lumber  business  of  J.  M.  Roberts  & Com- 
pany. Here  he  has  since  been  connected  with 
the  lumber  trade,  being  now  at  the  head  of  the 
Frost-Lewellyn  Lumber  Company.  This,  how- 
ever, is  but  a small  department  of  his  business 
interests  in  Mineral  Wells,  which  have  grown 
from  a very  small  beginning  to  extensive  pro- 
portions. In  1900  he  became  associated  with 
Cicero  Smith  in  the  organization  of  the  First 
National  Bank,  at  Mineral  Wells,  of  wdtich  he 
was  elected  the  first  cashier,  and  to  that  office 
he  was  re-elected  in  April,  190-1,  but  resigned  in 
October  of  the  same  year  in  order  that  he  might 
devote  his  attention  more  largely  to  his  ex- 
tensive building  operations  in  this  city.  He 
remained  a stockholder  in  the  bank,  however. 
He  was  president  of  the  Mineral  Wells  Hard- 
ware Company,  but  sold  his  interests  there  in 
the  fall,  of  1903.  He  is  the  president  and 
principal  owner  of  the  Mineral  Wells  Pressed 
Brick  Company,  extensively  engaged  in  the 
manufacture  of  brick.  He  is  now,  however, 
devoting  his  capital  and  efforts  largely  to  the 
upbuildmgandimprovementof  his  adopted  city. 
He  has  erected  several  splendid  brick  business 
blocks  and  has  others  in  the  course  of  erection 
here.  These  buildings  have  added  largely  to 
the  beauty  and  substantial  appearance  of  the 
business  district  of  Mineral  Wells.  These 
buildings  arc  modern  in  con.struction  in  every 
particular,  are  supplied  with  steam  heat,  .sani- 
tary sewerage,  etc.,  and  in  fact  are  far  in  ad- 
vance of  those  usually  found  in  Texas  towns  of 
this  size.  He  is  also  largely  interested  in  real 


estate  and  his  efforts  have  been  of  material 
benefit  to  Mineral  Wells. 

Mr.  Frost  has  been  twice  married.  He  wed 
ded  Miss  Nannie  Smith,  a daughter  of  Captain 
Cicerc)  Smith,  and  they  became  the  parents  of 
six  children,  three  of  whom  are  v et  living;  t'leo, 
Vv'illiam  and  Gillie,  .\fter  the  death  of  his  first 
wife  IMr.  Frost  married  iMis.s  Levie  Right. 
They  have  a very  attractive  home  at  iMineral 
WTlls,  surrounded  l>y  a beautiful  grove  of  trees 
which  is  one  of  the  noted  features  of  the  city. 
The  great  prairies  had  few  trees  and  it  has  been 
a difficult  task  t)i  produce  the  rapid  growth  of 
trees  .so  as  to  promote  the  1)eaiity  of  the  cities, 
but  the  labors  of  Mr.  Frost  in  this  direction 
have  been  crowmed  with  splendid  success  and 
his  lawn  is  now  adorned  with  many  beautiful 
trees,  which  compare  favor.ably  with  the  mon- 
krehs  of  the  forest.  Both  Mr.  and  jVIrs.  Frost 
hold  membership  in  the  Baptist  church  and  are 
leaders  in  social  circles  here.  He  belongs  to 
the  Odd  Fellows  society,  the  Knights  of 
Pythias  and  the  Commercial  Club,  and  in  com- 
munity affairs  he  is  deeply  interested,  pro- 
moting every  measure  that  he  believes  will  con- 
tribute to  the  general  good.  He  is  now  serving 
as  a member  of  the  school  board  and  his  co- 
operation can  always  be  counted  upon  to  fur- 
ther any  interest  that  tends  to  benefit  Mineral 
Wells. 

Mr.  Frost  thoroughly  enjoys  home  life  and 
takes  great  pleasure  in  the  society  of  his  family 
and  friends.  He  is  always  courteous,  kindly 
and  affable,  and  those  who  know  him  |)erson- 
ally  ha\"e  for  him  warm  regard.  man  of  great 
natural  ability,  his  success  in  biu'-iness  from  the 
beginningof  his  residence  in  Mineral  Wells  was 
uniform  and  rapid.  .As  has  been  truly  remarked, 
after  all  that  may"  be  done  for  a man  in  the  way 
of  giving  him  early"  opportunities  for  obtaining 
the  requirements  which  arc  sought  in  the 
schools  and  in  books,  he  must  essentially 
formulate,  determine  and  give  shape  to  his  own 
character,  and  this  is  what  Mr.  Frost  has  done. 
He  has  jtersevered  in  the  pursuit  of  a persistent 
purpose  and  gained  the  most  satisfactory  rc- 
W'ard.  His  life  is  exemplary"  in  all  respects  and 
he  has  ev"cr  supported  those  interests  which  are 
calculated  to  uplift  and  benefit  humanity  , while 
his  own  high  moral  worth  is  ilcserving  of  the 
highest  commendation. 

CHARLES  B.  METCALFE,  preddent  of  the 
Concho  W'ater  Power  Company,  and  proprietor 
of  Glenmore  Farm,  was  Ixrm  in  Lawrence  coun- 
ty, Tennessee.  iMay  i8.  1856.  his  parents  being 
James  and  Mary  Jane  (Taylor)  Metcalfe,  natives 
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rC'pcciivth  111  ca.'Urii  Tennessee  ami  (jcorijia. 
rill,  fatlier  died  in  l.awrenee  county  of  his  native 
>t:itt  in  1S75.  Idle  inollier  came  to  I'exas  soon 
after  the  arnval  of  her  son  C harles,  locating  in 
Aiasoii  county,  which  at  that  time  was  in  the 
midst  of  a bitter  feudal  warfare  between  cattle 
and  sheep  men.  't  he  countrv  was  infested  with 
ik'peralc  characters,  among  whom  life  was  held 
ehea]),  and  in  one  tear  forty  men  were  killed. 
-\lr.s.  Metcalfe  i'  rememlx'red  as  a lady  of  re- 
markalile  strength  of  will  and  adherence  to  high 
princiides,  and  on  one  occasion,  when  alone  in 
her  hoiisc,  she  kept  at  hay  thirty  desjierate  char- 
acters who  had  come  to  make  trouble.  .She  was 
drowned  in  the  terrililc  CTmcho  flood  which  com- 
pletelv  destroyed  I’.cn  I'lickdn  and  in  which  sixty- 
rive  [jer.son.s  lost  their  lives,  .\ugu.st  24,  1882. 

t'harles  ]!.  Afetcalfe  was  reared  to  farm  life, 
and  receix  ed  the  most  of  his  cditcation  under  a 
Montgomery  Hell  endowment  .scholarshij)  in  the 
I'nix  ersitv  of  Tentiessee  at  .\ashville,  which  was 
g'iven  him  for  high  rank  in  the  common  schools, 
lie  was  not.  however,  permitted  to  complete  his 
education  as  he  desired,  for  the  Civil  war  had 
reduced  his  father  from  a man  of  affluence  to 
one  of  reduced  circumstances,  and  the  son  early 
jclt  the  obligaticiii  of  earning  money  for  the  ne- 
cessities of  the  famih . He  was  an  only  son. 
and  in  his  \outh  worked  at  various  employments 
‘11  the  farm,  butchering  sheeji  and  disposing  of 
tile  mutton  in  Nashville,  also  selling  small  fruits, 
liutter.  milk  and  various  other  comnuxlitic.s  in 
the  city,  getting  np  at  three  o’clock  in  the  morn- 
ing in  order  to  aeiamiplish  his  ilay's  work.  He 
left  .Xa.shville  m Nox’Cmber,  1872.  traveled  over- 
land. and  on  Deceinher  14  following,  he  arrived 
in  Tort  Worth,  lie  worked  for  aliont  three 
months  for  K.  .\l.  \ an  Zandt,  and  later  in  the 
same  s[iring  came  on  horseback  to  Tom  Green 
county  tfi  U'ork  tor  his  imele,  Colonel  F.  C. 
lax  lor.  a noted  character  in  the  early  history 
of  Western  Texas  and  a wealthy  stage  con- 
tractor. operating  stage  lines  and  carrying  mail 
and  gox'ernmcnt  supiilies  over  the  frontier.  It 
XX  as  ihrou.gli  the  Colonel’s  efforts  that  Tom  Green 
county  was  organized  in  187H,  he  submitting"  the 
jictition  to  the  legislature  for  that  pur])ose.  .At 
the  time  of  .Mr.  .Metcalfe’s  arrixal  here  San  .An- 
gelo had  n-'t  been  started,  although  the  niili- 
larx  post  of  Font  Concho  was  at  the  height  of 
its  intercsiing  frontier  army  life.  He  began 
Work  for  ('oloiiel  'fax  lor,  xxlio.se  western  heacl- 
(juarters  were  then  ;it  the  little  settlement  of 
T.cn  l-'iickin.  four  miles  from  Fori  Concho,  htil 
slK'rtly  afterward  went  to  Loyal  A'alley,  Ala.son 
coiiuty,  and  ioined  his  msillur,  there  spending 


.'ibout  a year,  hi.s  life  in  that  county  being  filled 
with  exciting  and  more  or  less  amusing  incidents 
connected  xvilli  the  deadly  feud  between  the  cat- 
tle and  sheep  men.  .Among  many  other  incidents 
that  he  recalls  is  the  one  of  which  Scott  Cooley, 
a leader  of  the  cattle  faction  and  a reckless  and 
desperate  character,  was  the  hero.  AVhile  riding 
ox-er  the  country  and  looking  for  trouble  Cooley 
spied  a deputx’  sheriff  at  the  top  of  a well  xx’hich 
he  and  another  man  were  digging,  the  latter 
being  at  the  hnttom  of  the  well  and  just  in  the 
act  of  being  drawn  up  by  his  companion  in  order 
to  get  away  from  the  explosion  of  dynamite 
which  he  had  set.  Cooley  shot  the  man  at  the 
top  of  the  well,  thus  allowing  the  other  to  drop 
to  the  bottom  and  be  blown  np  by  the  dynamite, 
after  which  he  scalped  the  former  and  used  the 
trophy  In  pax"  his  xvhiskev  bills  around  the 
country. 

Retuiming  to  Tom  Green  county,  .Mr.  Met- 
calfe became  superintendent  of  tlie  old  Bis- 
marck farm,  four  miles  south  of  Concho,  the 
most  noted  in  western  Texas.  It  was  origin- 
ally establi,shed  in  i8(h8  by  Colonel  Gustave 
Schleicher  and  Jake  .Marshall,  and  was  the  first 
farm  opened  in  the  xvestern  part  of  Texas  and 
the  first  on  which  irrigation  xvas  used.  At  the 
time  of  which  he  took  charge  it  had  been  pur- 
chased by  his  uncle,  Colonel  Taylor,  and  was 
owned  by  him  for  a number  of  years.  Air.  Alct- 
calfe  akso  seiwed  as  the  Colonel’s  superintendent 
in  the  constiiiction  of  irrigation  ditches,  rais- 
ing crop.s,  etc.,  and  conducted  a large  and  prof- 
itable business  in  the  raising  of  the  cereals  to 
supply  the  large  fiemand  at  Fort  Concho.  Fol- 
lowing this  he  worked  for  Colonel  Taylor  as 
road  agent  of  the  stage  lines  out  of  .Austin  and 
.San  .Antonio,  superintending  drix’ers,  local 
agents  and  buying  fee<l  supplies  for  stock,  con- 
tinuing in  that  jxxsition  about  two  years.  In 
1879  he  engaged  in  the  sheep  business,  estab- 
lishing a large  ranch  on  the  Concho  river  in 
'Fom  Green  county,  and  those  were  the  palmy 
days  of  the  sheep  industrx'.  wool  at  that  time 
being  worth  about  twenty-four  cents  a pound,  a 
good  sheep  .shearing  about  eight  iKxunds  of  wool 
a x ear,  and  animals  being  worth  about  six  dol- 
lars a head.  He  continued  xvith  excellent  suc- 
cess until  1885,  when  on  account  of  tariff  agita- 
tion and  unsettled  conditions  in  the  wool  busi- 
ness he  abandoned  the  industr}'. 

In  1865  Air.  Metcalfe  became  the  proprietor 
of  the  old  Bismarck  farm  and  started  opera- 
tions there  on  an  extensive  scale,  erecting  a 
cotton  gin.  also  a mill  for  grinding  grain  and 
con.rtructing  a water  power  with  xxhich  to  carry 
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on  tliese  industries.  He  was  the  orgiiiator  of 
water  power  development,  which  has  and  is  yet 
destined  to  play  such  an  important  part  in  the 
building  up  of  San  Angelo  and  surrounding 
country.  His  was  the  first  cotton  gin  built  in 
Tom  Green  county,  and  he  raised  on  die  Bis- 
marck fami  the  first  bale  of  cotton  in  the  county, 
in  1886.  This  he  brought  to  town  and  donated 
to  the  local  brass  band.  He  has  since  .sold  the 
Bismarck  fann.  He  subsequentl3^  became  inter- 
ested witlt  Colonel  J.  T>.  Millspaugh  in  tlic  or- 
ganization of  a w'ater  jxjvver  company  for  the 
purpose  of  furnishing  power  to  supply’  water, 
electric  lights  and  other  industries  to  the  city 
of  San  Angelo,  while  later,  in  i8()2,  he  acquired 
financial  control  of  the  company’.  The  first  dam 
constructed  by  the  company  was  in  1892,  a half 
mile  east  of  San  Angelo,  below  the  junction  of 
die  main  Concho  and  North  Concho,  which  was 
subsequently’  washed  away  by’  flood,  and  for  a 
time  die  pow’er  for  the  electric  light  plant  and 
water  pumping  station  was  fumished  by  steam, 
Mr.  Metcalfe  then  withdrawing  from  the  com- 
pany. In  1901  the  Concho  Water  Company 
was  organized,  of  which  he  has  since  been  the 
president  and  chief  ow'iier,  and  they  constructed 
the  present  dam,  completed  in  1903  and  placed 
in  oixration  the  following  year.  This  is  built 
of  stone,  about  five  hundred  feet  long,  twelve 
feet  high,  having  three  turbitie  wheels  of  a total 
of  tw’o  hundred  and  twenty-fii’c  horse  power. 
This  company’  furnishes  power  for  the  .San 
Angelo  Water  and  Electric  Light  Company  and 
will  in  time,  wdth  the  develojmient  of  the  tow’n 
and  country,  supply’  power  to  other  industries. 
This  saves  to  the  company'  alone  about  six  tliou- 
sand  dollars  a year  in  fuel,  whicli  is  a forcible 
illustration  of  its  economical  advantage. 

Glenmore  Farm,  of  which  Mr.  Metcalfe  is  the 
owner,  contains  about  one  thousand  four  hun- 
dred acres  on  the  Concho  river,  adjoining  San 
Angelo  on  the  soutlieast,  four  hundred  acres 
of  which  is  under  irrigating  ditch  and  partly  in 
cultivation,  and  there  is  also  three  hundred 
acres  of  upland  in  cultivation.  Here  arc  raised 
in  large  quantities  hay’,  corn,  cotton,  barley, 
oats,  alfalfa,  potatoes  and  truck  fanning  prod- 
ucts, such  as  melons,  beets  and  small  vegetables, 
while  a specialty’  Is  made  of  celery,  for  which 
Glenmore  Farm  has  become  famous.  This  prod- 
uct he  ships  over  the  United  States  as  far  as 
New’  York  city,  and  the  quality  and  flavor  of 
the  Glenmore  Farm  celery  are  unequalled  by 
any  grown  elsewhere.  This  place  is  also  noted 
as  a stock  farm,  where  he  makes  a specialty’  of 
short-hom  cattle  and  Tamworth  hogs,  an  Eng- 


lish breed  yet  new  in  Texas,  but  noted  in  Eng- 
land as  bacon  hogs.  The  other  industries  on 
Gleimiore  Farm  are  a cotton  gin  and  a flour 
and  feed  mill,  all  operated  by  i\Ir.  Metcalfe’s 
water  power  from  Concho  river.  These  are 
valuable  industries  to  San  Angelo,  and  are  the 
means  of  bringing  a large  amount  of  business 
from  a long  distance.  He  is  also  interested  in 
another  fine  ranch  sLxteen  miles  south  of  .San 
.\ngelo,  which  is  owned  by  a company’,  and 
where  is  made  a specialty  of  breeding  mules, 
raising  from  one  hundred  and  fifty  to  tw’o  hun- 
dro<l  and  fifty'  mule  colts  each  year.  He  has 
ever  interested  himself  energetically  in  the  de- 
velopment of  the  county',  in  establishing  indus- 
tries, improving  the  grades  of  stock,  advocat- 
ing better  and  more  scientific  methods  of  farm- 
ing, bringing  substantial  settlers,  and  “making 
two  blades  of  grass  grow  where  only  one  grew’ 
before.”  .\t  the  age  of  eighteen  y ears,  in  the 
early’  day’s  of  Tom  Green  county,  lie  was  tdected 
county'  commissioner,  serving  as  such  for  six 
years,  and  it  w’as  during  this  lime  that  the 
county’  commissioners  constructed  the  fine  steel 
bridges  which  have  made  traveling  such  a con- 
tS.Anience  in  the  San  .Angelo  territorv.  The 
minor  disability  was  removed  bv  decree  of 
court,  enabling  him  to  serve.  In  tliis  and  many 
other  ways  be  has  a.ssistcd  in  the  building  up  of 
the  county  and  maintaining  its  finances  in  first- 
class  shaite. 

]\lr.  Alctcalfes  fir.st  wife  was  Miss  Lillie 
Baker,  of  .Austin.  Texas,  who  lived  but  two 
years  after  their  marriage.  In  February’,  1892, 
at  -Atlanta.  Georgia,  he  was  married  to  Aliss 
Alargic  Aloyers.  of  that  city,  and  they  have  one 
son,  Penrose  Blakely  Aletcalfe,  born  November 
24,  1893. 

J.AME.S  M.  BLOCKER.  The  busine.ss  man- 
agement of  the  Bridgeport  Mill  and  Elevator 
Company’s  affairs  is  in  the  haiuLs  of  one  of  its 
original  promoters  and  stockholders,  the  sub- 
ject of  this  personal  review’.  A farmer  and 
stockman  near  Jim  Ned  during  the  last  two 
decades  of  the  century  just  closed,  and,  in  a 
modest  W’ay,  identified  with  the  material  de- 
velopment of  the  w’cst  side  of  the  county’,  he 
closed  up  his  affairs  there  in  the  opening  years 
of  the  new  century  and  began  life  at  Bridge- 
port, a farmer  in  a small  way’  and  promineiitly 
conncctcd  with  the  mill. 

The  few  characters  who  were  once  identified 
w’ith  an  enterprise  of  domestic  commerce  which 
swept  the  American  bison  from  the  plains  have 
long  since  cased  their  guns  and  hunting  knives 
and  their  remnant  is  scattered  over  the  broad 
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surface-  ">i  '<ur  \inencaii  continent  with  little 
to  reiiiiixl  tliein  of  the  exciting  days  of  the 
bulTalC)  hunt,  save  vivid  recollection.s  of  the 
slaughter  and  of  inci<lents  relating  thereto.  Tp 
this  han<l  of  pelt  incrcliants  Mr.  Dlcickcr  be- 
longed and  a year  spent  with  an  outfit  at  the 
fc.'Ol  of  the  plain.s  in  brought  to  his  ex- 

cheipicr  a visil>lc  fullne.ss  as  ample  compen.sa- 
tion  for  the  \ ear  thus  bestowed. 

.Mr.  Blocker  came  to  Texas  in  18T0  and 
stoppeil  a year  in  the  county  of  Rain.s,  follow- 
ing his  residence  here  with  his  career  on  the 
hunt  on  the  head  <>f  the  Colorado  river.  On 
leaving  the  {tiain.s  he  took  up  farming  in  La- 
mar county  and  continued  it  until  his  advent 
to  Wise,  liringing  hither  a flock  of  sheep  and 
remaining  in  the  wool  business  tintil  misfortune 
and  adversity  practically  .swept  away  his  stock, 
when  he  gathered  about  him  a few  cattle  and 
came  to  be  somewhat  extensively  engaged  in 
the  business.  He  owned  and  improved  a tract 
of  more  than  a lialf  section  of  land  at  Jim  Ned 
and  the  twenty  years  that  he  spent  there  were 
vears  of  gradual  movement  toward  upper  rungs 
of  the  ladder  of  success. 

In  Choctaw  county,  Mississippi,  James  M. 
Blocker  was  horn  September  I'L  1840.  His 
father,  W illiam  TT.  Blocker,  who  died  at  Jim 
Ned  in  189”.,  was  l>orn  on  the  line  of  the  states 
of  hlississij)pi  and  Louisiana  in  1818,  August  4, 
and  remained  a farmer  in  Mississippi  until  1S?1, 
n hen  he  followed  his  son  to  Texas  and  resum- 
ed his  favorite  vocation  in  Fannin,  Whse  and 
.Stephens  counties,  as  he  happened  to  be  located. 
He  was  a man  of  strong  conviction,  of  out- 
spoken political  sentiment  and  of  religious  feel- 
ing. a Democrat  and  a Primitive  Baptist.  He 
advocated,  in  his  humble  capacity  as  a citizen, 
disunion  and  the  establishment  of  the  Con- 
federacy, and  gave  tvhal  ser^'ice  he  could  in  the 
army  of  the  Confederate  states. 

.Michael  Blocker,  grandfather  of  our  subject, 
was  not  far  removed  from  the  founders  of  the 
famil\'  in  the  Lhiited  States.  The  kingdom  of 
Prussia  ftirnisiied  three  sons  of  the  Blocker 
family  who  emigrated  to  the  new  world  ami  in 
the  States  of  Kentucky.  North  Carolina  and 
Alabama  they  :ire  said  to  have  taken  up  their 
abode.  From  the  North  Carolina  branch  our 
subject  is  descended  .and  in  that  old  cointnon- 
wcalth  iMichacl  Blocker  was  born  about  1T8S. 
He  was  twice  married,  first  to  Miss  Hendry 
and  second  to  the  Wddow  Gillespie,  and  by  the 
first  union  he  wa.s  the  father  of  eleven  children 
and  by  the  second  siwen.  .\moiig  those  of  the 
first  were  the  soils.  Younger.  George.  Wesley, 
Kaiali  ami  W tlliam  II.,  and  the  daughters. 


Caroline,  who  married  Joe  Myers;  Ann,  wife  of 
William  Guess,  and  Ellen,  wEo  became  Mrs. 
Scrivner.  C)f  the  second  family  Michael,  Rob- 
ert aitdSallie  are  known  to  have  reared  families. 
The  father  was  a gunsmith,  owned  a farm  and 
was  with  General  Jackson  as  a soldier  in  the 
defense  of  New  Orleans  in  1815.  He  moved 
down  into  Mississippi  about  the  time  the  state 
was  admitted  into  the  Union  and  died  in  1863. 

\\  illiani  H.  Blocker  married  Mrs.  Elizabeth 
Gray,  a daughter  of  an  Irishman,  William 
Gray.  Mrs.  Blocker  died  at  Jim  Ned  in  1888, 
having  been  the  mother  of  Ann,  widow'  of 
Morton  Wooten,  of  Fannin  county,  Texas; 
Caroline,  who  married  Robert  Parker  and  died 
in  \Yise  county:  Ellen,  of  Young  county,  wife 
of  R.  E.  Curiy,  Maggie,  widow  of  Taylor 
Hawkins,  of  Bridgeport;  James  !M.,  our  sub- 
ject. and  iMartha,  who  married  G.  W’.  Pace  and 
resides  in  Denton  county. 

James  M.  Blocker  grew'  up  chiefly  in  Lee 
county',  Mississippi,  and  obtained  a liberal 
education  in  the  Conway  high  school.  He 
began  life  as  a school  teacher  and  pursued  the 
calling  some  six  years  in  Texas.  For  the  buf- 
falo hunt  he  organized  an  outfit  of  a half  dozen 
men  who  spent  a year  in  killing  the  brute- 
master  of  the  plains  and  marketing  his  pelt  at 
Fort  Griffin  on  the  very'  border  of  civilization. 
This  year’s  work  furnished  him  with  the 
sinews  which  helped  him  in  his  future  career. 

February'  I’T.  18P3,  "Mr.  Blocker  married  in 
Lamar  county',  Texas.  Miss  Ara  Mann,  a 
daughter  of  Joel  Mann,  who  died  in  Bridgeport 
in  hlay,  IhO.'i.  The  Manns  W'ere  from  Leake 
county',  I\Iissis.sippi.  and  came  to  Texas  about 
1870;  iMrs.  Blocker  w'as  born  in  lSr>.5  and  died 
in  Bridgeport,  June  93.  1904,  leaving  the  fol- 
lowing issue,  viz:  Lhiu.s.  of  W’ise  county; 
Arthur,  a postal  clerk  on  the  Fort  W'orth  and 
Denver  Railway' : Frank,  of  Douglas,  .Arizona  ; 
Ban.,  of  Bridgeport,  and  Joe  and  Fern  with  the 
paternal  home. 

As  a citizen  Air.  Blocker  has  CA'cr  maintained 
ait  interested  position,  giving  enconragement 
to  w'orthy  enterprises  and  contributing  his  part 
tow’ard  high  morals  and  pure  local  government. 
He  is  a Democrat  and  a Methodist. 

JAAIES  ASBURY  BROCK,  engaged  in  the 
real-estate  business  in  El  Paso,  wa.s  bom  near 
London,  Aladison  county,  Ohio,  April  i,  1845, 
a son  of  John  Harper  and  Sarah  A.  (Marshall) 
Brock.  The  father  was  a native  of  Greene 
comity,  Ohio,  and  a son  of  Francis  Brock,  a 
farmer  and  stock  trader,  who  died  in  1854  at 
the  age  of  forty-two  years.  In  the  family  of 
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John  H.  r.rock  were  the  follo\\inj4'  children: 
WilHani,  Andrew  J..  fames  Asbur}’,  Russell, 
Ann  III.,  An^^eline  and  Wooslev.'  The  father’s 
death  occurred  at  I.ondoii.  t lhio. 

Mr.  Ilrock  of  this  review  remained  upon  a 
farm  near  that  town  until  nine  years  ol  a^c, 
when  he  went  with  his  i>arents  to  London  and 
acquired  his  education  in  the  schooLs  there. 
At  the  age  of  twenty'  years,  on  the  3d  of  ( )cto- 
ber,  1865,  he  was  married  to  Mar}-  T.  Willis, 
and  in  November  of  the  same  year  lie  located 
upon  the  old  home.stead  farm  in  Madi.son 
county,  where  he  remained  until  1869’,  when  he 
sold  out.  In  i8f)5,  in  company  with  Robert 
George  Dunn,  he  had  shipped  a herd  of  short- 
horn cattle  to  Grinnell,  Poweshiek  county. 
Iowa.  This  was  a i>art  of  the  best  herd  of 
short-horns  in  ."\merica.  Mr.  Brock  took  the 
cattle  to  Iowa  and  then  went  to  Council  Bluffs. 
He  passed  through  Nebraska  and  on  to  St. 
Joseph,  Missouri,  and  thence  to  Kansas  City, 
being  at  the  last  named  place  when  the  first 
engine  crossed  the  new  bridge  there.  He  af- 
terward proceeded  to  the  terminus  of  the  rail- 
road in  Kansas  near  Ellsworth.  Tliis  was  the 
Kansas  Pacific  line.  From  that  point  Mr. 
Brock  wtfs  ordered  by  his  partner,  Mr.  Dunn, 
to  go  to  Girard,  Kansas,  to  find  some  short 
horns  w’hich  had  been  sold  in  that  part  of  the 
country  at  the  beginning  of  the  war,  but  he 
could  obtain  no  trace  of  the  cattle  and  re- 
turned to  Kansas  Cittq  after  wliich  he  visited 
Missouri  and  then  went  to  his  old  home  in 
Ohio.  He  had  become,  interested  in  the  west 
and,  .selling  his  property  in  the  Buckeye  state, 
he  started  with  his  wife  in  1869  for  Independ- 
ence, IMissouri,  where  he  became  interested  in 
a hotel  business  with  a Mr.  Pierce,  conducting 
the  hotel  for  a year. 

On  the  expiration  of  that  period  Mr.  Brock 
again  w'ent  to  Kansas  City  and  from  that  point 
his  wdfe  returned  to  London,  Ohio,  while  Mr. 
Brock  joined  a party  of  cattlemen  who  went 
by  rail  to  I'ort  Scott,  Kansas,  and  thence  by 
Avagon  through  southern  Kansas  and  the  In- 
dian Territor}'  to  Sherman,  Texas,  Avherc  they 
arric'ed  October  i,  1870.  They  afterward  vis- 
ited McKinney,  Dallas,  Waxahachie  and  Mil- 
ford, camping  out  at  these  different  places  and 
in  the  latter  part  of  November,  Mr.  Brock  re- 
turned to  Kansas  City  on  business,  making 
the  journey  by  stage  to  Baxter  Springs  and 
on  by  railroad.  In  the  succeeding  spring  he 
secured  employment  in  the  Kansas  stock 
yards,  w'here  he  remained  until  March,  1872, 
when  he  was  called  to  his  old  home  in  London, 
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Ohio,  on  account  of  the  illness  of  his  wife,  who 
died  on  the  iblh  of  May  of  that  year. 

On  the  5th  of  July,  1872,  Mr.  Brock  went  to 
St.  Louis,  IVIissouri,  where  he  became  traA^el- 
ing  salesman  for  Doty,  Watson  & Company, 
selling  revohdng  scrapers  and  railroad  sup- 
plies. He  continued  in  that  employ  until  Jan- 
uary, 1873,  and  after  meetin,g  Colonel  W.  H. 
Hick,  who  w'as  post  trader  at  Fort  Griffin,  and 
Major  I^IcGibbon,  he  left  St.  Louis  with  them 
and  went  direct  to  Fort  Gibbon,  arriving  in 
1873.  The  horses  were  suffering  from  epizoo- 
dic,  so  that  they  iraA-clcd  much  of  the  way  Avith 
ox-lcams  and  by  government  teams  continued 
on  to  Fort  Griffin,  in  Shackelford  county. 
There  Mr.  Brock  l)egan  AA'orking  for  Colonel 
Hick  in  the  general  supply  .store,  serving  in 
that  position  until  1876. 

In  the  meantime  Mr.  Brock  had  purchased 
some  cattle  and  in  1874  bought  some  thorough- 
bred .short-horns,  the  first  to  be  taken  to  Shack- 
elford county.  He  kept  adding  to  his  stock  un- 
til he  brought  his  herd  up  to  a nigh  stamlard 
and  it  AA'as  said  by^  some  of  the  best  cattle  men 
of  Texas  that  JNlr.  Brock  did  more  in  those 
times  to  elevate  the  cattle  business  than  any 
other  man. 

On  the  28th  of  November,  1875,  his  cousin. 
Frank  Woosley.  of  Madison  couiUa',  Ohio, 
Avrote  Mr.  Brock  that  he  Avanted  to  come  to 
Texas.  He  AA^as  a son  of  ]\Irs.  .^ngeline  Brock 
Woosley,  an  aunt  of  our  subject,  and  Avas  at 
that  time  about  tAventy-eight  y-ears  of  age. 
Mr.  Brock  in  reply-  to  the  letter  wrote  him  of 
Texas  and  its  possibilities,  but  before  the  let- 
ter had  reached  Ohio,  Frank  Woosley-  bad 
started  for  Fort  Griffin,  arriA'ing  on  the  1st  of 
January^  1876.  After  looking  over  the  country 
.Mr.  Brock  and  his  cfiusin  AA'itb  a guide  and  out- 
fit started  northwest  from  Fort  Griffin  on  the 
buffalo  range,  but  after  twenty-  days  returned 
without  any  bitffalo.  He  then  made  arrange- 
ments Avhereby  they-  drove  one  hundred  miles 
to  Weatherford,  Texas,  thence  proceeding  by- 
stage  to  Fort  Worth  and  on  to  Dallas,  Avbicli 
was  the  terminus  of  the  Te.xas  Pacific  railroail. 
Woosley-  then  relumed  to  Ohio,  reaching 
borne  in  time  for  the  stock  sales  at  London, 
Qhio,  on  the  i.st  of  February.  He  A-isited  at 
the  home  of  Mr.  Brock's  sister  and  gaA-e  gloAv- 
iiig  accounts  of  onr  subject's  jirospects  in 
Texas.  He  then  purchased  fifteen  head  of 
short-horns,  five  heifers  and  ten  bulls,  Avhich 
he  shipped  to  Dallas.  He  also  sent  a draft  of 
four  thousand  dollars  to  Mr,  Brock.  avIio 
placed  it  at  'Weatherford  Avith  Captain  Henry 
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Warren,  cashier  of  the  bank,  for  collection. 
Mr.  Warren  before  Woosley  went  east  had  of- 
fered In  i)ui  ten  ihoiisand  dollars  into  the  cat- 
tle business  and  become  a partner  of  ]\Ir. 
I’rock.  W oi'sley  followed  the  cattle  to  Dallas, 
carrying'’  with  him  an  order  from  Taft,  secre- 
tary of  war,  nom.inatin"  Mr.  Brock  for  the  po- 
sition of  ])tjst  trader  at  Fort  Griffin.  Colonel 
Hick,  who  was  then  jtost  trader,  came  to  iMr. 
Brock  and  said.  “Did  you  know  there  was  an 
order  here  for  your  nomination  for  post 
trader:''  and  received  a reply  in  the  negative, 
after  which  (foloncl  Hick  said  he  had  no  show 
for  the  ])osition  then.  But  in  the  meantime 
Mr.  Brock  had  written  an  application  for  the 
position  and  the  ne.xt  morning  after  he  re- 
turned to  hi.s  ranch  an  orderly  came  from  the 
adjutant'.s  i)ffice  where  the  post  council  was 
in  session  and  requested  i\lr.  Brock  to  appear 
before  the  council.  Captain  Chase  then  said, 
"We  have  a commission  here  from  you  regard- 
ing the  post  tradcr.ship  and  the  same  from  sev- 
eral other  applicants  and  we  want  to  consult 
you  first.’’  Mr.  Brock  said  that  the  gentlemen 
knew  all  about  him  and  he  thereferre  needed 
' mly  to  assure  them  that  he  had  the  necessary 
means  to  carry  on  the  business  of  post  trader. 
He  was  then  asked  if  his  cattle  business  or  any 
outside  interest  would  interfere  with  his  duties 
as  post  trader  and  if  he  would  always  be  there 
to  co-operate  tvith  the  post  council  to  fix 
prices  on  goods,  etc.  Mr.  Brock  answered  that 
if  he  obtained  tlte  office  he  would  sell  his  cattle 
business  to  his  cousin  and  brother  and  thus 
be  left  free  to  attend  to  his  official  duties,  and 
after  his  departure  the  council  agreed  to  nom- 
inate him.  Mr.  Brock  went  on  to  Dallas  and 
on  his  way  back  drove  cattle  to  Fort  Griffin, 
arriving  about  the  1st  of  May,  1876.  His 
cousin  Woosley  had  also  returned  and  a few 
days  later  they  bought  three  hundred  and  fifty 
heifers  off  the  trail  at  nine  dollars  and  a half 
per  head,  paying  thirty-one  hundred  and  fifty 
dollars  out  of  the  four  thousand  dollars  sent 
by  Woosley  from  London,  Ohio.  In  the  mean- 
time while  Mr.  Brock  w'as  at  Dallas  the  papers 
had  come  affirming  his  nomination  as  post 
trader.  By  the  time  he  reached  Fort  Griffin 
the  news  had  been  received  there  and  in  con- 
sequence considerable  rivalry  sprang  uj)  be- 
tw'ceii  the  merchants  of  Fort  Griffin  and  F.  E. 
Conrad,  acting  as  post  trader,  brought  up  an 
account  against  Mr.  Brock  for  goods  bought  at 
the  store,  although  he  did  not  owe  it,  while  an- 
other merchant  attached  his  cattle  on  the 
ground  that  ho  was  about  to  leave  the  country. 


taking  advantage  of  his  trip  to  Wa.shington, 
tvhich  w'as  a necessary  triy)  ere  he  entered  up- 
on the  duties  of  the  office.  Mr.  Brock  there- 
fore paid  the  bills,  although  they  were  unjust, 
but  it  seemed  to  be  the  only  alternative. 

Going  once  more  to  Dallas  he  returned  bt’’ 
rail  to  St.  I.oiiis  and  on  to  London,  Ohio,  and 
went  with  his  mother  to  W'a.shington,  D.  C., 
in  June,  1876.  While  he  was  absent  a hurry 
order  came  for  the  garrison  at  Fort  Griffin  to 
go  to  Custer’s  relief  in  the  Black  Hills  and 
i\lr.  Brock  then  saw  that  the  post  tradership 
would  not  be  w'orth  anything,  so  gave  up  the 
office.  He  returned  to  Ohio  and  thence  went 
to  Iowa,  where  he  sold  some  fine  cattle  for 
his  uncle,  Russell  Brock,  after  which  he  pro- 
ceeded to  St.  Imuis,  then  again  to  Ohio  and 
back  to  Texas,  arriving  at  his  ranch  in  No- 
vember, 1876. 

In  the  meantime  Frank  Woosley  had  been 
joined  It}'  his  brother  Ed  and  his  wufe,  who  had 
come  in  June.  In  January,  1877,  they  found 
the  trail  objectionable,  as  the  cattle  were  be- 
coming scattered.  Woosley  made  a trip  to  the 
plains  on  the  McKinsley  trail  to  Canyon 
Blanco,  thence  south  to  Yellow  House  Canyon 
and  to  Snyder’s  store  in  Scurry  county  and  on 
to  Center  line  trail,  where  the  trail  strikes 
what  is  now'  the  Texas  Pacific  railroad  near 
Sweetw'ater.  He  afterward  continued  east  to 
old  Fort  Phantom,  Missouri,  and  thence  re- 
turned to  the  ranch  near  Fort  Griffin,  This 
trip  gave  him  a general  knowledge  of  the  coun- 
try to  the  w'cst  and  of  the  landmarks  w'hich 
W'ould  serve  to  guide  one  in  traveling.  Fol- 
lowing his  return  there  tvas  a .stock  meeting 
called  at  I'ort  Griffin,  attended  by  all  the 
stockmen  of  this  section  of  the  state  and  J.  B. 
Mathews,  J.  C.  Lynch  and  Mr.  Brock  were 
made  delegates  to  the  convention,  w'hich  was 
to  have  a ten  days’  session  in  April,  1877, 
Graham,  in  Young  county,  Texas.  On  return- 
ing from  the  convention  they  found  the  trail 
cattle  coming  up  and  Mr.  Brock,  at  the  solic- 
itation of  other  stock  men  and  neighltors,  went 
seven  miles  north  of  there  and  proceeded  to 
inspect  the  trail  cattle  to  see  that  the  cattle 
owned  by  himself  and  neighbors  w'ere  not 
driven  off.  About  this  time  John  S.  Moon, 
who  was  a brother-in-law  of  F.  Woosley,  after 
staying  for  a few  weeks  in  Texas  returned  in 
April  to  Ohio.  As  is  customary  in  round-ups, 
tile  men  start  to  work  from  a given  point,  pro- 
ceeding from  one  ranch  to  another,  each  man 
gathering  up  his  ow'ii  cattle.  They  started  on 
the  1st  of  I^Iay,  went  south  to  Clear  Forks  on 
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tile  Brazos,  and  on  to  Albany.  About  the  r2th 
or  15th  of  May,  Woosley  went  to  the  ranch, 
leaving  the  round-up  and  in  a few  days  re- 
turned and  then  went  on  south  of  the  round- 
up and  again  back  to  the  ranch.  He  was  at 
Fort  Griffin  on  the  20th  of  May,  1877,  which 
w-as  the  last  seen  of  him  for  fourteen  years. 
He  hoped  by  his  mysterious  disappearance  to 
create  the  impres.sion  that  he  had  been  foully 
murdered  by  his  cousin  and  partner,  Mr. 
Brock.  On  the  day  on  wdiich  he  disappeared 
he  wanted  to  use  a fine  mare,  which  was  an 
extra  good  cattle  animal  for  cutting,  herds. 
Mr.  Brock  reluctantly  let  him  have  the  mare, 
as  he  said  he  w'anted  to  go  on  farther  on  the 
round-up,  but  the  record.s  show  that  there  was 
no  round-up  for  five  days  before  or  afterward. 
He  arrived  there  after  dark,  picketed  his 
horses,  two  in  number,  and  lay  down  for  the 
night  on  his  blanket.  The  next  morning  he 
went  to  Antelope  Creek,  where  he  met  Sam 
Myers,  Ed  Campbell  and  “Turkey”  Jones  in 
camp  and  took  breakfast  with  diem.  He  then 
proceeded  down  Clear  Fork  toward  the  ranch 
and  pulled  up  as  they  were  finishing  breakfast. 
The  men  say  that  they  asked  him  to  get  off 
and  have  a meal  with  them,  but  he  stayed  on 
his  horse,  which  bore  the  brand  figure  2 until 
a cowboy  saddled  his  horse  and  they  both  rode 
off.  A short  distance  away  VN^oosley  left  hi.s 
companion  and  started  to  the  southeast  to 
where  he  had  left  the  marc,  giving  the  impres- 
sion at  this  ranch  that  he  was  going  back 
home,  but  he  never  returned.  Tliat  was  the 
last  seen  of  Frank  Woosley  for  fourteen  years, 
and  it  W'as  a month  and  two  days  before  he 
was  reported  missing,  Mr.  Brock  supposing 
that  he  was  on  the  round-up. 

John  F.  Brock,  who  was  with  John  G. 
Thompson,  sergeant-at-arms  of  the  house  of 
representatives  in  Washington,  went  to  Lon- 
don, Ohio,  from  the  capitol  and  his  mother  said 
that  she  wished  he  would  make  a visit  to  our 
subject.  He  did  so,  arriving  at  Denison, 
Texas,  and  on  the  22d  of  June,  1877,  sent  a 
message  to  James  A.  Brock.  This  was  one 
month  from  the  day  that  Woosley  disappeared, 
the  message  being  receiv'cd  at  Fort  Griffin, 
June  23,  1877.  Air.  Brock  of  this  review 
showed  the  message  to  Ed  Woosley,  brother 
of  Frank  Woosley,  saying  that  John  Brock 
would  be  at  Fort  Griffin  in  a day  or  two.  When 
Ed  Woosley  went  back  to  the  ranch  and  re- 
tuiTied  the  next  day  he  reported  his  brother 
missing  and  the  citizens  organized  search  par- 
ties, for  in  those  troublous  times  in  the  history 


of  Texas  murders  were  of  frequent  occurrence. 
John  Brock  arrived  about  this  time  to  find 
that  James  A.  Brock  had  gone  with  a party  in 
search  of  the  missing  man.  In  the  meantime  a 
rumor  was  afloat  that  Mr.  Brock  had  killed  or 
else  had  hired  his  cousin  murdered,  so  that 
on  the  next  day  when  the  party  started  out  he 
went  along  as  a common  citizen,  not  taking 
any  lead  in  directing  the  search,  telling  his 
associates  that  he  had  been  censured  and  that 
they  must  make  the  search  now  without  any 
suggestion  from  him.  A little  distance  from 
the  ranch  they  met  Ed  Woosley,  who  insinu- 
ated that  Mr.  Brock  was  accountable  for  the 
disappearance  of  his  brother.  At  length  the 
search  was  discontinued,  there  being  no  trace 
found  of  the  murdered  man.  At  that  time 
John  Brock  gave  our  subject  power  of  attor- 
ney to  take  possession  of  the  stock  and  the 
provisions,  but  that  as  Frank  ^Voosley  had  dis- 
appeared this  power  of  attorney  should  nut 
effect  Woolsey’s  intere.st,  so  dial  in  case  he  re- 
turned his  proj>erty  would  still  be  intact.  Ac- 
cordingly Mr.  Brock  took  po.ssessicui  of  lii.->  brotli- 
er's  interest,  hut  Ed  Woosley  sequestered  the  cat- 
tle, taking  them  away  from  IMr.  Brock,  who  in 
tile  mean  time  attempted  to  get  a compromise 
by  giving  them  all  the  stock  which  had  been  paid 
for  by  the  firm,  wdiile  he  should  retain  the  orig- 
inal herd.  Woosley  would  not  agree  to  this  and 
the  matter  was  taken  to  the  courts.  Feeling  ran 
very’  high  and  although  there  was  no  tangible 
grounds  an  attempt  was  made  by  Ed  Woosley 
and  his  followers  to  have  Mr.  Brex'k  indicted  for 
murder  before  the  grand  jury  and  dug  up  some 
Indian  bones,  claiming  tliat  they  w'ere  tlie  bones 
of  the  white  man.  .\n  indictment,  however,  was 
not  returned.  They  then  run  three  cattle  in- 
dictments for  alleged  killing  of  cattle,  but  it  was 
proven  that  Mr.  Brock  never  sold  a pound  of 
beef.  Three  guards  were  then  appointed  by'  tlie 
court  to  take  Mr.  Brock  to  Fort  Griffin,  where 
he  could  telegraph  for  money  for  bonds.  There 
one  of  the  guards,  who  had  doubtless  been 
bribed  by  his  enemies,  tried  to  induce  him  to  go 
back  to  the  ranch,  but  suspecting  that  he  might 
be  waylaid  on  the  trip  he  refused  to  do  so.  The 
next  day’,  how’ever,  the  return  trip  was  made  and 
Mr.  Brock  was  put  in  irons,  but  was  guarded 
by  Tc.xas  rangers.  Judge  McCall,  who  was  Mr. 
Brock’s  attorney’,  said  he  did  not  know'  what  was 
the  matter  with  the  people,  but  that  feeling  was 
running  high  against  Mr.  Brock  and  he  had  been 
warned  to  have  notliing  to  do  w ith  the  case.  The 
Woosley  contingent  had  offered  to  compromise, 
but  !Mr.  Brock  rcfu.sed  the  terms  until  the  judge 
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argfued  tfiat  if  a c()mpromi^e  was  made  it  would 
give  him  a diance  to  tind  Frank  \\'(x>sley  and 
then  he  could  recover  his  property.  The  com- 
promise wa.s  effected;  but  it  left  Mr.  P.n>ck 
nothing  after  paying  costs.  A reward  of  orfe 
thousand  dollars  for  the  murderer  of  Wooslc) 
had  Ix-en  offered  Novcinher  23.  1877,  three  days 
before  Mr.  Brock  was  released  on  bond.  He 
went  to  Ohio  in  1878,  but  on  the  4th  of  Novem- 
ber returned  to  Jhirt  Oriffin,  for  his  trial  was  to 
come  off  on  the  14th.  A few  days  Itcforc  this 
\\'(X)sle^•'s  mother  came  to  Texas  and  offered  a 
second  reward  of  one  thousand  dollars.  The 
court  records  give  an  account  of  the  trial  which 
resulted  in  the  jur\  returning  a verdict  of  not 
guilty.  Mr.  F.rock’s  attorneys  then  tried  to  force 
the  other  indictment^  but  could  not  get  a trial, 
the  case  being  continued  until  September,  1876, 
on  which  occasion  there  was  a verdict  of  not 
guilt}  rendered  in  the  matter  of  the  cattle  in- 
dictments. Thus  the  law  had  vindicated  the 
opinions  of  a great  many  people  that  Mr.  Brock 
was  entirely  innocent  of  all  connection  with  the 
disappearance  of  \V(K>sley  or  of  an\'  wrong  doing 
in  the  business  affairs. 

Released  by  the  courts,  Mr.  Brock  went  to 
Fort  Griffin  and  on  to  the  plains  with  II.  C. 
Smith,  where  he  took  contracts  to  sink  wells 
and  did  other  work  for  a Quaker  colony  in  Tab- 
bock  county.  In  October,  however,  he  returned 
to  Fort  Griffin  and  was  there  during  the  court 
sessifnis.  On  the  1st  t)f  November  he  tr>ok  a 
cfiiitract  on  the  Star  route  mail  to  carry  mail 
from  Fort  Griffin  to  I'hrockmorton,  Seymour 
cciuiity,  ihrough  the  Narrows,  up  the  Panhandle, 
thence  from  Fort  Elliott  to  Wichita  I'alls  and 
Doan's  store  and  cm  to  Seymour.  He  rode  all 
night  from  Dwan's  ,>torc,  reaching  Seymour  at 
break  c>f  day.  I Ic  spent  the  day  there  and  returned 
the  succeeding  night  to  Set  niour.  where  the  car- 
rier arrived  from  Wichita  Falls.  He  then  ro<le 
all  night  and  the  next  da}  and  on  arriving  at 
Fort  Elliott  received  some  mail  including  a letter 
from  hi.c  fornicr  attorneys  saying  that  he  had 
been  indicted  at  ,\lbany  and  bound  for  one  tbou- 
sasid  diiliar>.  lie  then  went  to  John  W.  Pool 
and  stated  his  predicament.  Fool  signed  his 
liond  and  the\  sent  it  to  the  sheriff  of  Shackel- 
ford county  for  his  appearance  at  the  next  term 
of  court.  His  enemies  were  still  at  work  against 
him.  An  old  army  officer  b}-  the  name  of  Wiley 
went  to  \usun.  got  a transcript  of  Mr.  Ronik's 
land,  jiroving  that  he  had  entered  it  according 
to  law  and  sent  the  transcript  to  Mr.  Brock. 
When  the  case  was  called  the  coiin.sel  for  Mr. 
Brock  asked  that  the  witnesses  be  examined  sep- 


arately and  the  first  witness,  W.  R.  Kruger,  who 
was  then  sheriff,  was  made  to  admit  that  he  was 
the  clerk  in  the  land  office  when  IMr.  Brock  filed 
his  papers  proving  up  his  land.  Various  instances 
of  perjury  on  the  part  of  the  witnesses  for  the 
complaint  were  brought  forth  and  again  Mr. 
Brock  was  released  on  a verdict  of  not  guilty. 
Then  occurred  a great  demonstration  by  good 
citizens,  wbo  rejoiced  in  the  outcome  of  the  trial, 
believing  fully  in  his  innocence. 

Once  more  ilr.  Brock  entered  business  life, 
this  time  going  with  a herd  of  cattle  to  the  Pan- 
liandle  or  P'ort  Elliott.  There  he  found  a tele- 
gram from  Pat  Garrett,  of  Las  Vegas,  that  he 
had  captured  Woosley,  hut  when  Mr.  Brock  went 
there  he  found  that  Garrett  had  the  wrong  man. 

During  his  first  trouble  Mr.  Brock  owed  nine 
dollars  and  a half  for  court  costs  and  one  day 
the  sheriff  told  him  that  if  he  did  not  pay  this 
he  would  put  him  in  the  guard  house.  It  was 
another  trick  of  the  Woosley  element  to  get  Mr. 
Brock  in  jail.  So  great  wa.s  the  opposition  man- 
ifested toward  him  that  even  people  who  had  at 
first  believed  in  him  to  some  e.xtent  doubled  him 
ami  it  became  the  one  end  and  aim  of  Mr. 
Brock’s  life  to  find  Frank  Woosley.  He  offered 
a reward  of  one  thousand  dollars  and  published 
a picture,  on  the  back  of  which  was  a picture  of 
W oosley  and  thousands  of  these  were  sent 
throughout  tlte  country.  Old  Uncle  Whlliam 
.Nick  Miller,  an  old  colored  servant,  who  was  in 
the  care  of  Mr.  Brock’s  cattle  at  the  time  of  the 
disappearance  of  Woolsey  was  taken  out  by  a 
gang  who  hung  him,  pulling  him  up  four  times 
in  an  attempt  to  make  him  say  that  Mr.  Brock 
liad  hired  him  to  kill  his  cousin,  but  the  old  col- 
ored man  stuck  to  the  truth  that  he  had  not  been 
thus  ciniiloycd.  On  the  i6th  of  June,  1891,  Mr. 
Brock  received  a message  from  George  B.  W'ells, 
of  ilacoii,  Georgia,  that  he  had  his  man  located 
in  Arkan.sas.  He  then  went  to  Augusta,  Ar- 
kansas to  find  that  the  imprisoned  man  was  not 
AVooslcy,  hut  while  he  was  preparing  to  leave 
on  the  next  train  he  saw  Woosley  on  the  depot 
jdatforni  and,  |nilling  his  gun.  be  made  the  sup- 
])oscd  niurdereii  man  return  with  him  to  his  old 
home  in  Ohio  and  prove  his  innocence.  It  seemed 
almost  miraculous,  this  di.scovcry  of  AVoosley 
after  a search  of  fourteen  years,  during  which 
time  Mr.  Brock  hael  sacrificed  his  fortunes  and 
largely  his  health  and  other  interests  in  his  at- 
tempt to  find  the  man.  When  the  hope  of  doing 
so  was  almost  gone  fate  seemed  to  intervene  and 
Woosley  appeared  before  him. 

W'hilc  sojourning  in  Colorado.  Mr.  Brock  met 
at  Pueblo  the  lady  whom  he  made  his  second 
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wife  and  who  bore  the  maid.,*n  name  of  Emma  A. 
Powell.  She  was  a resident  of  Glasgow,  How- 
ard county,  Missouri.  While  in  Colorado  and 
New  Mexico  he  was  engaged  in  carrying  mail 
and  in  railroad  construction  for  some  time.  In 
later  years  he  has  made  his  home  in  El  Paso, 
where  he  has  since  lived  a quiet  life,  being  en- 
gaged in  the  real  estate  business.  He  is  now  sat- 
isfied with  his  condition  and  vet  he  feels  that  if 
it  had  not  been  for  his  great  trouble  he  could 
have  become  well  off,  for  he  had  gained  an  ex- 
cellent start  in  the  cattle  business  in  tlie  early 
days.  He  vvas  a familiar  figure  among  the  cat- 
tle men  not  only  in  western  Texas,  but  also  in 
New  Mexico  and  Colorado  and  he  can  relate 
many  interesting  stories  concerning  hardships, 
suffering  and  bravery  in  those  days  and  not  tlic 
least  interesting  is  his  own  record,  which  is  as 
marvelous  almost  as  a tale  of  fiction.  It  was 
with  great  rejoicing  that  his  many  friends  saw 
Itim  vindicated  and  he  is  today  classed  with  the 
popular  and  respected  citizens  of  F.l  Paso. 

JOHN  WESLEY  HARDING.  The  first 
commissioner’s  district  of  Clay  county  is  pre- 
sided over  by  a gentleman  whose  connection 
with  the  stock  and  farming  interests  of  north- 
ern Texas  has  been  extensive  and  prominent 
and  it  W'as  this  experience,  coupled  w'ith  rare 
business  judgment  and  high  character  as  a 
citizen,  which  prompted  the  county  electors  to 
choose  John  \\^  Harding  a count}'  commis- 
sioner. By  reason  of  the  nature  of  his  early 
calling  as  a cattleman  with  the  well  knowui 
firm  of  Byers  Brothers  he  became  w'idely 
known  throughout  this  and  adjoining  counties, 
and  w'herever  his  acquaintance  extended  the 
same  favorable  opinion  of  his  virtues  was  held 
and thesame  flattering  commendations  indulged 
in.  As  the  years  passed  and  his  connection 
with  the  county’s  interests  and  affairs  became 
more  fixed  and  permanent  his  hold  on  the  af- 
fections of  the  people  grew  stronger  until  ho 
enjoys  today  the  unshaken  and  unswcrvablc 
confidence  of  an  undivided  constituency. 

It  is  tw'enty-one  years  since  Mr.  Harding  be- 
came a resident  of  Clay  county.  Having  formed 
the  acquaintance  of  his  early  employers  in  east 
Texas  he  w'as  induced  by  them  to  take  a posi- 
tion on  their  Clay  county  ranch  in  1881  and  for 
ten  years  his  time  was  devoted  to  their  inter- 
ests as  earnestly  and  loyally  as  though  their 
interests  were  his  own.  During  this  period  his 
service  and  his  personal  worth  won  such  a 
place  in  the  regard  of  his  chiefs  as  to  frequently 
reflect  itself  w'hcn  the  aid  of  real  friends  would 
count  for  much.  Having  practiced  some  econ- 


omy and  being  urged  by  his  employer  to  pur- 
chase a tract  of  rich  Red  river  bottom  land  off 
of  their  ranch  he  finally  consented  and  the 
terms  were  agreed  upon  and  the  contract 
entered  into  for  five  hundred  twenty-two 
and  three-fourths  acres.  The  tract  was  in  its 
virgin  state  and  everything  was  to  do  in  the 
final  acquirement  and  development  of  a home 
and  farm.  He  took  possession  of  it  in  1.S9‘1  and 
began  the  rough  arid  uneven  journey  from  com- 
p.arative  poverty  to  absolute  independence, 

John  \V.  Harding  was  born  in  Warren 
county,  Tennessee,  September  2,  1819.  His 
father,  George  Harding,  was  a farmer,  born  in 
the  same  county  and  state.  He  was  well  and 
widely  known  over  the  county,  being  for  a time 
deputy  and  finally  sheriff  of  the  same,  lie  came 
to  Texas  .some  time  following  our  subject's  ad- 
vent to  the  state  and  died  in  Gray.son  county. 
In  politics  he  was  a Democrat.  The  mother  of 
John  W.  Harding  was  Martha  (Hennessey) 
Harding.  She  was  of  Irish  stock,  felt  the  loss 
of  her  mother  young  and  her  father  remarried 
and  moved  into  Illinois.  She  labored  with  her 
husband  many  years  and  brought  up  a large 
family  of  honorable  children  and  died  February 
14,  1889.  Her  children  were:  Mary  J..  Jc>lin 

W.,  our  subject:  Nanc}'.  Sallie,  ( ieorge  E.. 
Thomas  B..  M'illiam.  G.  Henson,  IMattie  and 
Charles. 

The  boyhood  and  yemth  of  John  W.  Harding 
W'as  spent  on  the  farm  and  when  twenty-one 
years  of  age  he  rented  a place  and  began  life  as 
a farmer.  When  he  married  he  settled  down 
to  the  farm  in  earnest  and  continued  it  in  Ten- 
nessee till  1873,  when  he  emigrated  to  Texas 
and  settled  in  Grayson  county.  lie  farmed  there 
as  a renter.  He  .soon  met  Byers  Brothers,  who 
carried  on  a large  implement  Inisincss,  and  was 
taken  into  their  employ.  In  1382  he  began 
looking  after  iheir  cattle  interests  with  the 
result  that  in  1384  he  left  .Gherman  and  Grayson 
county  and  became  identified  with  northwest 
Texas.  Their  herd  was  at  first  ranched  in 
Stephen.s  county,  but  was  brought  in  Clay 
upon  the  acquisition  of  the  .\cres  ranch  on  the 
Wichita  river,  since  known  as  the  Byers  ranch. 
The  rough-and-tumble  of  a cowbo}-  life  was 
conducive  to  good  health  and  furnished  some 
sport  along  with  plenty  of  hard  W'ork.  but  very 
few  fortunes  were  ever  accumulated  in  this 
role.  How'ever,  wdien  Mr.  Harding  decided  to 
engage  in  farming  he  w'as  possessed  of  some 
cash  and  with  his  small  means  he  began  the 
career  of  a farmer.  His  efforts  are  devoted  to 
grain  and  stock  and  he  has  e.xtendcd  the  limits 
of  his  farm  to  include  a tract  of  three  hundred 
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and  fifiy-scven  acres,  making-  eight  hundred 
and  seventy-nine  acres,  four  hundred  of  which 
yields  to  the  plow  every  year. 

In  November,  1870.  Air.  Harding  married 
Hila  ]£.,  a daughter  of  \Vclburn  Thavton.  She 
v\  as  the  mother  of  the  following  children ; 
liulah,  Georgm  T.  and  Lula.  .April  1.S03,  Air. 
Harding  married,  in  Clay  count}',  Kate  .Srnyers, 
a daughter  of  Frank  and  -Ann  (Kearney)  Smy- 
ers,  from  Douglas  county,  Illinois.  The  issue 
of  this  union  are:  'luy.  flee,  Dru,  A'io  and 

I mi. 

Air.  Harding  has  been  a member  of  the  board 
of  countv  commissioners  something  more  than 
three  vears.  He  became  a member  first  by  af>- 
poiniment  to  succeed  Commissioner  Hooper, 
resigned,  and  was  elected  in  the  fail  of  1901.  He 
was  elected  again  in  1901  w'ithout  opposition. 
His  board,  as  it  were,  has  occupied  itself  with 
public  and  internal  improvements  in  the  con- 
strncti(!n  of  public  roads  and  is  sjtending  the 
public  money  where  it  will  work  a public  con- 
venience. AVhen  he  yields  up  his  office  to  his 
successor  it  will  he  with  the  consciousne.ss  of 
having  done  his  duty  as  he  .sarv  it  and  with 
having  aided  with  his  advice,  counsel  and  vote 
in  keejjing  his  county's  affairs  in  a sound  and 
satisfactory  condition.  In  lodge  matters,  he 
holds  membership  in  the  Odd  bellows  at  Hen- 
rietta and  in  the  mutual  insurance  order,  the 
Wc'odrnen  of  the  AV^orld. 

C.  M.  KI  NG,  of  Hardy,  is  a native  of  Temie.s- 
see,  hi.s  birth  having  there  occurred  on  the  17th 
of  November,  1844.  His  parents,  James  and 
Alarian  fHerefonl  l King,  were  likewise  natives 
of  that  state,  where  the  father  successfully  car- 
ried on  farming  until  1848,  when  be  came  with 
his  famih'  to  Te.xas,  settling  in  A'an  Zandt  coimlv 
in  Mav  of  that  year,  'fhere  he  bought  land  and 
im;>rovcd  a farm,  on  which  he  remained  until 
1^65.  when  he  came  to  Cooke  county,  making  his 
hiMne  with  bis  two  sons,  C.  AI.  King,  and  his 
brothvr.  Here  he  resided  until  his  death,  C)cto- 
Ixr  1C.,  1878,  wlien  he  \vas  seventy- four  c'ears  of 
age.  lie  came  to  Te.xas  when  it  was  largely 
a will!  anil  unim]iroved  district,  giving  little- 
])roini.'.e  of  rapid  <>r  substantial  <levelo])ment,  but 
he  lived  10  sec  many  changes  and  rejoiced  in 
vchat  was  accomplished  by  the  state.  His  wife 
passei]  away  in  December,  11878,  at  the  age  of 
scveni\-one  years.  She  was  a member  of  the 
Frcstiyterian  church.  In  their  family  were  five 
cliiidreu:  Janies,  who  ilied  while  serving  in  the 
(,  :)nfe.kTate  army;  William  R.,  who  died  in 
1885:  lolm,  who  was  a soldier  of  the  southern 


army ; Christopher  AI.,  of  this  review ; and  Buena. 
A'i.sta.  the  wife  of  C.  Loring. 

Christopher  AI.  King,  better  known  as  Kit,  ac- 
companied his  parents  on  their  removal  to  Te.xas 
when  only  four  years  of  age  and  was  therefore 
reared  in  this  state,  remaining  under  the  father’s 
rix>f  until  1863,  when  at  the  age  of  nineteen  years 
he  etilistcd  as  a member  of  Company  H,  Seven- 
teenth Texas  Infantry,  commanded  by  Colonel 
Tucker.  The  regiment  was  attached  to  the 
Trans- Alississippi  Department  in  General  Tay- 
lor's commaiKl,  and  was  in  Louisiana,  Arkansas 
and  Te.xas.  Mr.  King  was  in  a number  of  skir- 
mishes aiul  important  battles,  including  the  en- 
gagement at  .Mansfield,  but  was  never  captured 
nor  wounded.  He  knew,  however,  all  about  the 
hardships,  ]irivations  and  exposure  of  war,  hav- 
ing the  usual  e.xperiences  of  the  .soldier.  He  was 
at  Richmond,  Te.xas.  when  Lee  surrendered  and 
the  command  disbanded,  the  men  returning  to 
their  re.speclive  homes. 

Air.  King  then  resumed  farming  and  soon  af- 
terward the  familv  removed  to  Cooke  county, 
where  he  and  his  brother  John  purchased  four 
hundred  ami  ciglity  acres  of  land  from  the  Jacob 
Wilcox  survey.  This  they  transforn’cd  into  a 
good  fami,  making  a home  for  their  parents 
in  their  declining  ycar.s  Air.  King  here  .success- 
fully carried  cm  general  agricultural  pursuits  and 
stock-raising  until  after  the  death  of  his  father 
on  the  loth  of  October.  1878.  Only  a brief 
])criod  elapsed  when  his  iirother  John  died,  pass- 
ing away  December  26,  1879.  and  the  jnother 
died  in  December,  1878.  Suh.seqiiently  Air.  King 
and  his  brother’s  widow'  carried  out  the  plans 
arraiiged  by  them  during  the  life  time  of  John 
ixing.  They  divided  the  farm  and  all  the  inter- 
ests and  each  remained  on  their  respective  f»or- 
tions.  Air.  King,  of  this  review,  still  owns  his 
farm,  which  he  now’  rents,  and  which  he  success- 
fully cultivated  until  t8(>7,  when  he  bought  the 
farm  where  he  now  resides,  becoming  ow’iier  of 
seventv  acres  of  well  improved  land,  which  he 
intends  to  devc'te  to  fruit  culture,  rai.sing  apples, 
peaches,  pears,  grapes  and  small  fruits.  The  soil 
i.s  particularly  well  adapted  to  this  purpose  and 
he  now  has  ten  acres  in  fruit.  There  are  over 
eight  hundred  a])ple  trees  and  other  fruit  in  pro- 
portii'ui  and  Air.  King  is  meeting  with  a credit- 
able measure  of  prosi>crit\'  in  this  work.  AA'hcn 
he  and  his  brother  came  to  the  farm  they  had  a 
fine  herd  of  cattle  but  in  later  \cars  he  gave  his 
attention  more  largely  to  general  agricultural 
|)ursuits.  rai.sing  wheat,  oats  and  otlicr  crops. 

Air.  King  was  married  first  in  Cooke  county  to 
Aliss  Fannie  Williams,  who  was  bom  there  in 
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1855  ami  repre.sents  one  of  its  old  pioneer  fami- 
lies. Her  father  was  John  Williams,  who  from 
early  boyhood  was  reared  in  Grayson  county.  He 
served  throug'hout  the  Mexican  war  and  became 
a pioneer  settler  and  prominent  farmer  and 
horseman  of  Cooke  county.  He  helped  to  rid 
the  country  of  wild  beast.s  and  of  the  treacherous 
Indian  and  to  make  possible  the  settlement  of  the 
white  race  in  this  locality.  On  sellin<r  out  in 
Cooke  county  he  removed  to  Montague  county, 
where  he  jairchased  a small  farm,  while  later  he 
made  his  home  with  his  daugliter,  !Mrs.  - King. 
When  visiting-  her  half-brother  he  died  at  his 
home.  His  children  were:  Molly.  Alarzee, 

Laura,  Mrs.  Fannie  King,  Florence  and  Eva. 

Air.  and  Airs.  King  became  the  parent.s  of  two 
children:  Mrs.  Fannie  V.  I.ucas  and  Alr.s.  Dove 
Reddling.  The  mother  died  in  Alay,  1885. 
was  a member  of  the  Christian  church  and  a 
most  estimable  lady.  In  1891  Air.  King  wed- 
ded Aliss  Alattie  Allen,  and  they  had  two  chil- 
dren, Clay  and  May,  both  at  home.  The  mother 
passed  away  in  i88y,  in  the  faith  of  the  .Meth- 
odist church.  His  third  wife  was  Nancy  C., 
daughter  of  Rev.  W.  C.  Cunuuin.s,  a pioneer 
Baptist  minister  of  Fannin  county,  yet  living  at 
the  advanced  age  of  eighty  years.  She  belonged 
to  the  Baptist  church  and  died  February  17.  i&/i. 
For  his  fourth  wife  Air.  King  married  Airs.  Belle 
Aleek,  w'idow  of  Robert  Aleek,  of  Alississippi. 
He  was  a fanner  of  Texas,  greatly  re.spected, 
and  he  died  in  January.  7884.  leaving  four  chil- 
dren: Samuel,  William,  Walter  and  Aland.  Mrs. 
King  was  a daughter  of  Clinton  D.  and  Ellen 
(Jones)  Williams,  of  Kentucky,  who  removed  to 
Alissouri  and  in  i86^  came  to  Texas.  Air.  Wil- 
liams served  as  a soldier  of  the  Confederacy  and 
on  coming  to  this  state  settled  in  Fannin  county, 
whence  he  later  went  to  Wise  county  and  there 
purchased  a farm.  Subsequently  he  settled  in 
Alontague  county,  where  he  died  in  Februarv, 
1902.  His  widow  yet  survives,  living  with  a son 
in  Wi.se  county'.  Their  children  were;  .Samuel, 
who  died  in  1885;  .Mary;  Airs.  Belle  King:  and 
James  W.,  of  Bridgeport.  Texas.  Air.  and  Airs. 
King  have  an  interesting  little  son,  Thomas  J., 
born  September  17.  1903. 

Mr.  King  has  had  most  interesting  experiences, 
some  of  which  have  been  of  a dangerous  nature, 
for  when  he  came  to  Texas  all  was  wild  and  un- 
improved. The  red  men  terrorized  the  country, 
stole  much  stock  and  killed  many  settlers,  so  that 
Air.  King  and  his  neighbors  made  many  raids 
against  them.  He  was  also  in  .some  fights  with 
them  but  was  never  wotinded.  He  boasts  of  run- 
ning a hand  of  one  hundred  and  sixtv  Indians, 


something  tliat  few  odiers  have  done,  and  he  thus 
saved  his  entire  herd  of  horses.  He  discovered 
a large  number  of  Indians  coming  in  the  direction 
of  his  herd  and  having  a fine  saddle  horse  he 
advanced  tenvard  the  tribe,  who  started  in  pur- 
suit of  him  and  thus  he  swerved  them  from  tlieir 
course  and  saved  his  stock.  .After  running  sev  - 
eral miles  he  managed  to  elude  his  pursuers  and 
returned  to  his  home.  In  politics  he  is  a Demo- 
crat, and  IS  a menilier  of  the  Chri.stian  church. 
His  life  ha.s  indeed  been  an  eventful  one  and  if 
written  in  deUiil  hi.s  history  wmild  present  a 
.sj)lendid  picture  of  pioneei-  days. 

JEPTHA  BRIGHT  HOPKINS.  One  of  the 
well  known  citizens  of  Clay  county^  and  one 
who  has  been  connected  with  many  lines  of 
enterprise  therein  is  Jeptha  B.  Hopkins  of  this 
•review.  Almost  a pioneer  settler  he  came  to 
the  county'  in  November,  1877,  and  the  profes- 
sion of  law,  of  teaching  and  the  real  estate, 
newspaper  and  farm  and  ranch  business  have 
known  him  and  have  felt  the  impress  of  his 
magic  and  intelligent  touch. 

Of  Kentucky  origin,  Air.  Hopkins  was  horn 
in  Shelby'  county',  Alarch  8,  1S5‘2.  His  father, 
John  Hopkins,  now  a resident  of  Austin,  Texas, 
was  horn  near  Lexington,  Kentucky',  in  18'31, 
and  in  early  childhood  accompanied  his  fath- 
er’s, William  Hopkins’,  family'  to  Shelby  county 
and  there  grew  up,  was  educated  fairly'  and  was 
married.  William  Hopkin.s  married  a ATiss 
Fry',  both  of  whom  died  in  Shelby'  county,  be- 
ing the  parents  of  John,  Luke,  William,  .Alex- 
ander, Nancy  and  Ellen.  John  Hopkins  mar- 
ried Ann  AAA  Bright,  horn  in  Henry'  county', 
Kentucky,  a daughter  of  Jeptha  Bright,  a A'ir- 
ginian  and  a widely'  known  citizen  of  his 
adopted  county.  Ann  Bright  Hopkins  died  in 
February,  1S99,  at  seventy-seven  years  of  age, 
being  the  mother  of  Horace  F.,  of  .Shelby 
county',  Kentucky' ; Georgia,  wife  of  H.  B.  Ford, 
of  Austin,  Texas;  Jeptha  B.,  our  subject; 
Laura,  now  Airs.  H.  L.  Giltner,  of  Eminence, 
Kentucky;  John  A\'.,  of  Austin,  Texas,  profes- 
sor in  the  State  University  of  Texas,  and  K. 
N..  of  Lexington,  Alissouri. 

Jeptha  B.  Ilopkins  received  his  education  in 
Eminence  College,  graduating  in  ISA),  with  the. 
degree  of  A.  E.  bestowed  by'  the  institution  and 
five  years  later  that  of  A.  AI.  He  then  prepared 
himself  for  the  law  and  was  admitted  to  the 
bar  in  Shelby'  conntv  before  Judge  S.  E.  I)e 
Haven  and  the  year  following  his  advent  here 
was  admitted  in  Clay'  county  in  Judge  Carroll's 
court.  After  a y'car’s  practice  he  drifted  into 
the  real  estate  hn.sincss  also  and  was  connected 
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with  both  fur  sume  yi-ar>.  In  18S.)  he  embarked 
in  the  new.^paper  business,  founding  the  liidc- 
ft'ndcnt.  Democratic  in  politics,  which  he  sold 
in  1S8S,  wlien  he  engaged  in  the  insurance  bu.si- 
ncss,  being  so  connected  until  189b.  At  this 
date  Henrietta  seemed  destined  to  take  on, 
something  of  a boom  and  Mr,  Hopkins  erectetl 
and  opened  tlic  Hopkins  hotel,  which  burned 
later  on,  and  the  same  year  he  initved  to  the 
capital  of  the  slate.  He  remained  there  less 
than  two  years,  engaged  in  the  insurance  busi- 
ness, and  on  his  return  to  Henrietta  resumed 
the  same  here.  He  again  entered  the  news- 
paper held  and  established,  in  1897,  the  Hen- 
rietta Xcics,  which  he  edited  until  1901  and  on 
dispo.sing  r>f  it  moved  to  Ihs  farm  four  miles 
northeast  of  the  county  scat  where  he  has  since 
resided.  As  a farmer  iMr.  Hopkins  ha.s  de- 
votee! himself  to  growing  grain  and  stieck,  and 
his  tract  of  si.\:  hundred  and  seventy-two  acres, 
well  watered,  timhered  and  desirably  situated, 
yields  its  owner  as  abuneiantly  as  need  be  for 
the  domestic  and  other  wants  of  the  house- 
hold. \\  lien  in  the  new'spaper  business  Mr. 
Ilojikins  also  tc>ok  an  interest  in  politics.  He 
was  chosen  mayor  of  Henrietta  in  1890  and 
resigned  liefore  the  expiration  of  his  terra  on 
account  of  biisines.s  interests  and  engagements. 
As  a farmer  he  has  eliminated  and  proscribed 
politics  and  all  his  spare  time  is  devoted  to  his 
papers,  magazines  and  his  hooks.  He  is  pos- 
ses-sed  of  a voracious  appetite  for  literature  and 
few  men  in  north  Texas  possess  a library  like 
his. 

Fehruary  JG,  1881,  Jeptha  B.  Hopkins  and 
Mary  1-’.  Merchant  were  married  in  Henrietta. 
Mrs.  Hopkins’  parents  were  J.S.W'.  and  Fannie 
( Anderson  ) Merchant  whii  came  to  Clay  county 
in  187  7,  and  here  died,  the  mother  in  1880,  at 
fift}--b'iiir.  and  the  father  in  1899.  at  seventy- 
seven  years  of  age.  Mrs.  Ilopkims  is  one  of 
thirteen  children,  ten  of  whom  grew  to  matur- 
ity, viz:  George  1\  ..  who  died  at  Chickasha, 

Indian  Territory,  leaving  a family;  Levoni.a, 
liied  at  Magnolia,  Arkamsas.  as  Airs.  H.  R. 
ilugliey;  A\’allace,  of  Gering,  .Neliraska:  Sarah 
I.,  marricri  t/i  John  Ctley,  of  Marlow,  Indian 
Territors  ; Sam  Houston,  of  Marlow;  Mrs 
Hopkin.s.  bora  J^anuary  IG.  1SG2 ; Lucy,  wife  of 
William  B.  Ellis,  of  Callahan  county,  Texas ; 
Jamc' : I'.Mrid.ge  1‘...  of  Paul's  \ alley,  Indian 
Territory,  .and  Ella,  wife  of  John  W.  Morris,  of 
Wtriioi).  'fexas. 

leptha  B.  Hopkins,  Jr.,  i.s  the  only  child  of 
.Mr,  and  Airs.  Ilupkin.',.  He  was  liorn  Decem- 
ber 'IG,  ls.s.7,  possesses  the  commendable  and 
siiiistaiitia!  traits  of  his  |)arents  and  is  a valu- 
able aid  to  the  proi.cr  rondnet  r.f  the  farm. 


JOHN  AIURRELL.  a member  of  one  of 
the  leading  pioneer  families  of  Montague  county, 
Texas,  occupies  a prominent  place  among  its  rep- 
re.sentative  farmers.  Air.  Alurrell  is  a Kentuc- 
kian by  birth.  He  was  born  Decemixtr  28,  1839, 
son  of  William  and  Nancy  L.  (Nunnelly)  Mur- 
rell, both  natives  of  Kentuck}-.  William  Alurrell, 
Sr.,  and  George  Murrell,  grandfather  and  great- 
grandfather of  John  A.,  were  born  in  Virginia, 
of  Scotch-Irish  and  German  descent.  In  the 
early  bi.story  of  the  Old  Dominion  tlie  Alurrells 
ranked  witli  the  “first  families”  of  Virginia. 
George  Alurrell  was  a large  planter  there.  He 
was  a consistent  and  devoted  member  of  the 
Alelhodist  Church,  and  his  religious  example  has 
lieen  followed  hy  his  children  and  grandchildren 
down  to  the  present  generation.  William  Alurrell, 
Sr.,  went  from  A'irginia  to  Kentucky  when  a 
young  man.  about  1812,  where  lie  became  the 
owner  of  a large  number  of  slave.s  and  soon  was 
recognized  as  one  of  the  prominent  and  wealtliy 
farmers  of  the  state.  In  his  family  were  six  chil- 
dren ; W'dliam,  Jr.,  Samuel,  John,  George,  Liz- 
zie and  Alary  .A.  AVilliam,  Jr.,  was  reared  on  his 
father’s  Kentucky  farm  and  when  he  attained 
manhood  engaged  in  farming  in  Kentucky,  and 
he  remained  there  thus  occupied  until  1855,  when 
he  sold  out  and  moved  to  Alissouri.  After  two 
years  spent  in  Alissouri  he  came  to  Texas  and 
located  in  Fannin  county.  Three  }'ears  later  he 
moved  to  Walnut  Bend  on  Red  river  in  Cass 
county,  where  he  bought  a large  tract  of  land, 
one  diousand  four  hundred  and  seventy'  acres, 
and  improved  a fann.  He  had  brought  his  slaves 
\\ith  him  from  Kentucky  and  in  his  new  location 
his  prosfiects  were  flattering  when  the  war  of  the 
Reljcllion  came  on  and  the  slaves  were  freed. 
Left  without  help  to  run  his  farm,  he  rented  it; 
all  his  plans  were  frustrated  and  he  died,  broken 
hearted,  December  23,  iSfSy.  at  the  age  of  fiftv- 
sei’cn  years.  He  was  a loyal  Christian  man 
whose  character  was  in  every  way'  above  re- 
proach. His  widow  survived  him  only  a few 
years,  her  death  occurring  Alarcli  31,  1871.  Lit- 
tle is  known  of  her  family  history.  Their  chil- 
dren are:  Lucinda,  wife  of  AAA  N.  Browning; 

Josiah,  who  died  in  Lamar  county.  Texas:  Sue, 
wife  of  H.  fl.  Hays ; John  A.,  whose  name  intro- 
duce.s  this  sketch ; Samuel,  who  resides  at  the  old 
homestead  ; Alarv  F...  wife  of  T.  J.  Bone;  Thomas 
B.,  who.  with  hi's  family,  was  ma.ssacred  in  their 
home  hy  the  Indians;  G,  A.,  who  resides  on  the 
old  Alurrell  homestead;  Bell,  wife  of  P.  Gillock; 
Jessie  of  Gainesville ; and  Cam.  deceased. 

John  A.  Alurrell,  as  already'  stated,  was  born 
ill  Kentucky.  The  first  sixteen  years  of  his  life 
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were  passed  on  his  father’s  farm  in  that  state. 
He  moved  with  his  parents  to  Missouri  and 
thence  to  Texas,  and  he  remained  with  them  here 
until  i860.-  The  next  five  years  he  spent  with  his 
uncle  in  Missouri.  While  there  he  was  a mem- 
ber of  a Home  Militia  Company,  but  was  never 
called  upon  for  active ' service.  Returning  to 
Texas  in  1865,  he  settled  down  to  work  on  the 
home  farm  and  remained  with  his  parents  and 
took  care  of  them  while  they  lived.  In  1872  he 
married  and  that  same  year  bought  land  in  Mon- 
tague county,  where  he  now  lives.  Of  his  origi- 
nal purchase,  six  hundred  and  forty  acres,  he 
subsequently  sold  half  to  his  brother  William, 
and  each  devoted  his  energies  to  the  improvement 
of  a farm.  William  remained  on  his  farm  until 
his  death  and  it  is  now  owned  by  his  family.  That 
the  subject  of  our  sketch  made  a wise  choice  in 
the  selection  of  his  location  is  evidenced  by  a visit 
to  his  beautiful  country  home.  Most  of  his  land 
lies  in  the  valley,  but  that  portion  upon  which  his 
residence  is  situated  is  higher  and  commands  a 
view  of  the  fertile  valley,  the  river  and  a stretch 
of  country  lying  over  in  Indian  Territory.  Here 
for  a number  of  years  Mr.  Murrell  carried  on 
diversified  farming  and  stock-raising,  giving  es- 
pecial attention  to  cattle  and  hogs,  but  he  is  now 
practically  retired  and  has  his  land  rented.  At 
the  time  of  his  location  here  there  were  only  three 
families  in  a radius  of  many  miles.  Farming  was 
then  largely  experimental,  the  nearest  mill  was  at 
Marysville,  and  Sherman  was  the  nearest  market. 
While  Mr.  Murrell  has  had  some  short  crops,  he 
never  has  had  an  entire  failure  and  has  always 
had  plenty  for  home  use.  For  'six  years  he  was 
connected  with  a mercantile  business  at  Gaines- 
ville, and  he  has  also  made  some  investments  in 
Nocona  lands. 

Politically  Mr.  Murrell  has  always  been  a 
strong  Democrat,  and  religiously,  he  clings  to  the 
faith  of  his  fathers,  he  and  Itis  family  being 
worthy  members  of  the  Methodist  church. 

Mr.  Murrell  married  Mrs.  Josephine  Chirry,  a 
widow  without  children.  She  was  bom  in  the 
city  of  New  York  in  October,  1846,  daughter  of 
John  and  Dorcella  (Kail)  Lewis,  the  former  a 
native  of  Edinburgh,  Scotland,  and  the  latter  of 
Paris,  France,  he  an  only  son  and  she  an  only 
daughter.  Both  were  Catholics.  The}'  were  mar- 
ried in  New  York  city  and  lived  there  for  a num- 
ber of  years,  he  lieing  on  the  river  most  of  the 
time,  owning  and  running  steamboats.  Later  he 
moved  to  Jefferson,  Texas,  and  engaged  in  mer- 
cantile business,  which  he  continued  up  to  the 
time  of  his  death,  which  occurred  when  he  was 


in  tile  prime  of  life,  being  the  result  of  an  acci- 
dent. His  widow  also  died  at  Jefferson,  some 
years  later,  after  she  had  reared  their  children. 
The  members  of  the  Lewis  family  are:  John; 

Silas;  ]Mrs.  Harriette  Dunom;  Josephine  Mur- 
rell; Eliza,  wife  of  T.  Murrell;  and  George,  who 
died  when  young.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Murrell  have 
an  only  child,  Ada  F.,  bom  May  i,  1875,  wife  of 
Albert  J.  Franklin,  who  was  born  and  reared  in 
Montague  county,  son  of  Mel  and  Malissa  (Wil- 
liams) Franklin,  early  settlers  of  Texas,  both 
now  deceased.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Franklin  have  one 
child,  Clida,  born  May  24,  1903. 

JOSEPH  J.  COKER,  the  subject  of  this 
.sketch,  Joseph  J.  Coker,  who  resides  near  Illinois 
Bend,  occupies  a foremost  ])osition  among  the 
leading  stock  farmers  of  Montague  county.  Mr. 
Coker  was  born  in  Todd  county,  Alabama,  July 
29,  1855,  son  of  William  and  Nancy  H.  (Wil- 
banks) Coker,  both  natives  of  that  state.  Wil- 
liam Coker  was  a prominent  and  successful  farm- 
er of  Alabama,  owning  a number  of  slaves  before 
the  war.  He  served  all  through  tlie  war  as  a 
Confederate  soldier,  was  once  wounded  but  never 
captured  by  the  enemy,  and  at  the  close  of  hostili- 
ties returned  home  to  carry  on  his  farming  ope- 
rations under  changed  conditions.  He  remained 
in  Alabama  until  1870,  when  he  came  to  Texas 
and  bought  land  in  Cooke  county,  and  on  this 
place  he  carried  on  farming  the  rest  of  his  days. 
He  died  in  1892,  at  the  age  of  seventy-five  years. 
For  over  forty  years  he  was  a consistent  mem- 
ber of  the  Missionary  Baptist  Church,  of  which 
for  many  years  he  was  a deacon,  and  he  was  also 
a Royal  Arch  Mason.  Quiet  and  unassuming  in 
manner,  never  seeking  notoriety  of  any  kind,  al- 
ways true  to  every  trust  reposed  in  him,  he  had 
a character  above  reproach  and  enjoyed  the  con- 
fidence and  esteem  of  his  neighbors,  and  in  fact 
of  all  who  knew  him.  His  wife  survived  him 
two  years,  her  death  occurring  in  June,  1904,  at 
the  age  of  seventy-eight  years.  She  was  a wom- 
an of  most  amiable  and  c.stimablc  qualities.  In 
her  care  of  the  home  and  family  during  her  hus- 
band’s ab.sence  in  the  war,  she  displayed  the  same 
brave,  true  spirit  that  he  did  in  his  army  service. 
Her  father  was  a respected  planter  of  Alabama, 
and  she  was  the  eldest  of  a family  of  four  chil- 
dren, the  others  being  Lizzie,  Rhoda  and 
Daniel  Wilbanks.  William  Coker’s  brothers  and 
sisters  were  Selie,  Diadem,  Green,  Gcttie.  Gal- 
lant and  Mrs.  Wheelis.  The  children  of  William 
and  Nancy  H.  Coker,  four  in  number,  are  as  fol- 
lows: Mrs.  Lizzie  Crawford;  Joseph  J..  whose 
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name  inlrodisces  this  .-■ketdi ; William,  a resident 
of  Sulpbnr  .Springs,  Indian  Territory;  and  Jack- 
.'Oii.  on  the  old  homestead  in  Cooke  county. 

jciscph  J,  Coker  came  with  his  parents  to  Texas 
-n  [870  and  remained  a member  of  the  home  cir- 
cle until  1874,  w hen  he  married  .and  settled  on  a 
farm,  lie  lived  in  Cooke  county  four  year.s  and 
in  1878  came  to  Montague  and  Itought  the  farm 
on  which  he  still  lives.  Tci  his  original  purcha.se 
he  htis  since  added  until  he  is  now-  the  owner  of 
one  thousand  acres,  one  of  die  large.st  farms  in 
the  county,  four  htindred  and  fiftt’  acres  of  which 
are  under  cultivation,  der'oted  to  a variety  of 
crops,  the  rest  being  used  for  stock  purposes. 

-Mr.  Coker  married  for  his  first  wife  hliss  Mary 
W o'Xl,  a native  of  Dallas  county,  Texas,  and  a 
daughter  of  Joel  ^^'ood  of  that  county.  Seven 
children  were  the  imits  of  this  union,  of  whom 
four  are  now  living,  namely  ; Warren,  a farmer; 
Lena,  wife  of  F.  B.  Beard;  Ruba,  wife  of  A.  M. 
King:  and  Jennie.  The  mother  died  in  1888. 
In  <">ctober,  iSSt),  ,\Ir.  Coker  married  IMrs,  hlol- 
!ie  Williain.s.  widow  of  L.  H.  Williams.  By  Mr. 
'Milmms  she  had  four  children,  two  of  wliom 
ilied.  Mr.  Coker  reared  tiie  other  two.  Artie  and 
Marvin  Williams.  hirs.  hlollie  Coker  was  a 
dan.ghtcr  of  Daniel  Duke,  of  Alabama,  who  in 
middle  life  came  to  Texas  and  was  for  years  en- 
gaged in  business  at  Terrill,  where  he  died.  .She 
died  in  leaving  three  children,  Alton  and 

Dalton,  twins,  p.nd  Pearl,  at  this  writing  all  at 
ho.me.  In  i8(>8  hir.  Coker  wedded  IMrs.  .Anna 
.Franklin,  widow  of  1).  I\I.  F’ranklin.  She  had 
two  children.  ,\da  and  Homer  Franklin,  who  are 
being  reared  and  educated  bv  -Mr.  Coker.  Mrs. 
{..'oker  is  a daughter  of  William  and  Luev  1' .Mur- 
rell') Browning,  and  one  of  a family  of  four  cliil- 
dren : Waddic.  Winnie,  and  .Ellen  and  Anna, 
twins.  The  children  (»f  Mr.  Coker's  present  mar- 
riage ai'e  two:  Dairstw'.  born  February  8,  1899, 

and  L n .'E,.  i^Iay  20,  1902. 

Mr.  Coker  is  a memlK'r  of  llte  Fanners  Union, 
'\\'ondm>:n  of  the  AVorld  and  tlie  Masonic  Order, 
in  the  last  named  order  having  advanced  through 
the  Roy.il  Arch  degree.  He  and  his  f.amily  are 
identific<l  with  the  Missionary  Flaptist  Church. 

HON.  C1.\RENCE  E.  STEWART.  The 
name  of  Hon.  Clarence  E.  Stewart  is  enduring- 
ly  inserlberl  on  the  pages  of  'Fexa.s'  political 
history,  and  his  superior  ability  has  won  him 
m.'irked  success  and  crowned  him  with  high 
iionors.  He  wa.s  born  in  Cass  county,  Texas, 
am!  is  a son  of  R.  R.  and  .Elizabeth  (M'illis'l 
.‘fteu.irt.  The  father,  who  was  born  in  middle 
Ceorgia.  came  to  the  Ixme  Star  state  with  his 


family  about  1857  or  1858,  taking  up  his  abode 
in  Cas.s  county,  in  the  eastern  part  of  the  state, 
and  his  earlier  days  were  devoted  to  mer- 
chandising.but  later  he  gave  his  entire  time  and 
attention  to  agricultural  pursuits.  In  1871  he 
removed  to  Dallas  county,  and  made  his  home 
there  from  January  of  that  j'ear  until  January, 
187-1,  when  he  removed  to  the  farm  he  had  pur- 
chased in  the  northwestern  part  of  the  county, 
adjoining  Tarrant  county,  about  four  miles  east 
of  Grapevine.  There  he  continued  to  make  his 
home  until  1891,  and  his  death  occurred  in 
December,  1895,  at  the  age  of  seventy-three 
years.  His  widow,  who  is  a native  of  Georgia, 
is  still  living  in  Gi-apevine.  She  is  seventy- 
three  years  of  age,  and  is  in  good  health.  ’ 

During  his  youth  Clarence  E.  Stewart  re- 
ceived an  e.xcellent  collegiate  education,  having 
spent  two  years  at  Southwestern  Universit}u 
Georgetown,  Texas,  and  the  same  length  of 
time  at  Vanderbilt  I'niversity,  Nashville.  lie 
read  law  under  the  preceptorship  of  lilajor  B. 
H.  Bassett  and  the  latter’s  partner.  Judge  J.  C. 
IMeuse,  and,  after  his  admission  to  the  bar  in 
Dallas  practiced  with  his  preceptors  for  about 
three  years.  Ou  account  of  failing  health  at 
that  time  he  decided  to  give  up  his  law  practice 
and  enjoy  the  more  outdoor  life  of  the  agricul- 
turist. He  according^  took  charge  of  the 
Stewart  farm,  the  family  homestead,  but  es- 
tablished his  residence  in  Grapevine,  Tarrant 
county,  where  he  has  lived  for  several  years. 
His  farming  operations  are  conducted  on  busi- 
ness principles,  and  in  this  undertaking  he  is 
highly  successful,  owming  considerable  fine 
stock  and  making  a specialty  of  the  raising  of 
mules. 

I'or  a number  of  years  past  Mr.  Stewart  has 
been  a prominent  figure  in  the  political  circles 
of  Texas,  especially  in  Dallas  and  Tarrant 
counties,  having  attended  all  the  state  con- 
ventions since  Charles  C.  Culberson  was  nomi- 
nated for  governor  at  Dallas,  and  has  been  sev- 
eral times  the  chairman  of  the  Democratic 
conventions  of  Tarrant  county.  For  three 
terms  he  represented  his  district  in  the  Texas 
legislature,  being  elected  to  that  high  official 
po.<;ition  in  i8r»S,  1900  and  1902,  the  Twenty- 
sixth,  Twenty-seventh  and  Twent_y-eighth  ses- 
sions, and  representing  the  Seventy^-cighth  Dis- 
trict, Tarrant  county.  Two  of  his  nominations 
were  by*  convention  and  one  by  primary  elec- 
tion, and  in  the  last  two  he  had  no  opposition. 
Fie  was  again  offered  the  nomination  in  1904, 
but  declined  on  account  of  the  pressure  of  other 
affairs.  During  his  services  therein  Mr.  Stew- 
art served  on  a number  of  important  commit- 
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tettS)  ailiuiig'  otliers  being  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee on  revenue  and  taxation  in  the  Twenty- 
seventh  session,  and  in  all  three  sessions  he 
was  a member  of  the  finance  committee,  in 
fact  fiis  foremost  thought  atid  labor  througli- 
xaut  his  entire  service  having  been  on  that  topic, 
lie  made  this  a special  study,  l)eing  assiduous 
in  his  efforts  to  economize  in  expenses  and  ap- 
propriations, and  in  a business-like  manner  to 
maintain  the  financial  standing'  of  the  state  and 
conserve  its  interests.  It  i.s  needless  to  say  he 
was  an  able  and  efficient  representative. 

Mr.  Stewart  was  married  to  iliss  Anna  V.. 
a daughter  of  J.  P.  Lipscomb,  a prominent  mer- 
chant of  Grapevine  and  a member  of  one  of 
llte  historic  families  of  Texas,  which  had  its 
orig"in  in  Mississipi-d.  I’he  marriage  was  cele- 
brated in  Grapevine,  and  they  have  become  the 
parents  of  four  children,- — I^eslie  R.,  Luetta, 
Corra  Elizabeth  and  C.  E.  J.,  all  at  hoine. 

JOHN  C.  VANREEHER.  From  the  orthog- 
raphy of  the  naitie  it  is  api.'arenl  ilmt  our  subjecth. 
lineage  lracc.s.  i.>n  tlie  paternal  side,  l.iacl.  to  the 
little  Dutch  kiiigdoui  of  tlie  Netherlands  and,  if 
the  Iriuh  were  known  concerning  il'ie  family  h 
American  f(nmder,  his  history  might  disclose  him 
as  belsMiging  to  the  e.irl}  Knicln  rlxickers  ctf  .New 
York.  However,  as  we  have  m;  facts,  beyoiid 
the  name,  which  woiihl  lead  n.s  to  a warranted 
conjecture  regarding  any  attcestor  of  our  suli- 
jeci  earlier  than  his  father,  we  shall  drop  the  un 
solved  mysteries  of  the  past  and  present  Isaac 
C.  \';ud)ehljer  a.s  fhe  most  remote  ance.stor  in  thi.s 
personal  review. 

Isaac  \ anbtbbcr  was  b».)rii  in  1827  in  Clai- 
bonie  county,  Tennessee,  and  became  a resident 
of  Livingston  count},  Missouri,  fie  was  a fSIex- 
ican  war  veteran  and  is  believed  to  have  enlisted 
from  Stiissouri.  He  married  in  Kentucky,  his 
wife  being  Sallie  McVvdllianis,  born  in  1827  in 
Kentucky,  who  died  in  Linn  county,  Kansas, 
during  the  rebellion,  to  whicli  locality  she  and 
her  husband  had  niignited,  and  from  which 
count)'  and  state  Mr.  Vanbebber  eriliiUeH  in  the 
Lnion  anny  and  served  througliout  the  war.  The 
children  of  their  marriage  were:  Catherine; 
James  N. ; John  C. ; Louisa;  and  Mary.  For  his 
second  'wife  Isaac  C.  Vanbebber  married  IMrs. 
Margaret  Bennett,  and  their  two  children  are 
Andrew  J.  and  Isaac  C„  Jr. 

The  Vanbebbor.s  came  into  Texas  Octcdier  29, 
1875,  as  .settlers  from  Tiving.ston  county,  iMi,->- 
souri.  After  the  war  Isaac  C.  Vanbebber  had 
taken  his  family  back  there  from  Kansas  and  had 
housed  them  in  a rural  home.  The  time  of  the 


children  was  taken  up  with  the  wcirk  of  the  f;n'ii'i 
and  little  knowledge  of  Ixiok,^  came  to  any'  of 
them  as  pupils  in  the  public  schools.  On  coming 
to  Texas  the  father  first  settled  in  Cooke  county, 
but  afterward  removed  into  Montague  C(,imlv. 
and  still  later  to  the  Territory,  where  he  finally 
died,  lie  was  a man  with  a few  youthful  advan- 
tage,- himself  and  he  failed  to  ai)preciatc  (he 
value  of  an  educatieui  for  his  own  children,  and 
Some  of  them  grew  up  absolutely  unleUered. 

John  C,  Vaiihthlicr  was  born  in  I. inn  county, 
Kansas.  June  22,  t86t.  He  wa.s  several  years 
minus  his  rnajo.rity  wlien  he  accomjvam'ed  (he 
family  to  Texa,s,  and  at  -x-venieen  y ears  of  age 
was  unable  to  read.  He  became  restlc.ss  under 
the  restraint-  of  home  .iri;!  assumed  respon.sibil- 
it,y  for  hi.s  own  kee])ing  at  aljout  the  age  of  six- 
teen years.  His  lafior  was  all  he  lirid  to  sell  anv] 
for  some  tour  year-  he  worked  for  vvage.s  on  a 
ranch,  lie  first  came  to  Mc.ntague  c<;unty  in 
1.875.  hut  a year  or  twf)  laier  lie  veiil  10  Tarrant 
county  and  was  cmtili.yvd  on  a ranch  (here  fiar 
some  two  years.  Inimcdiai-cly  solli  vving  thi-  he 
hired  to  .a  man  in  the  Territory/  and  v. -,  i:u  up  tlie 
old  Chisholm  trail  with  a bunch  of  cattle  t- 
Sweetwater.  Kansas,  '.vhere  he  ^'eriiaincd  as 
herder  of  (he  -lock,  i'-'r  a coti[!k  oj'  ws,ri. 

When  Ml  , \ anbdilx-v  rettirncf'  31onra-;iie 
county  from  bis  Kansas  journey  he  I'.arganeeil 
for  a farm  of  e’ighty'  acres  on  ili<.  Oucen.-  I’eak 
road,  bm  after  two  year.s  he  si.ld  it  and  f-.'lkjv.ed 
his  decision  to  locate  in  Arizona.  He  Wv-nt  to 
Cresno  to  stav.  but  ten  days  of  that  westcni 
health  re.sort  was  sufficient  for  him  and  he  rr- 
turiied  to  Indian  Territory,  where  h-'  rai.-ed  one 
crop  and  again  sougiit  'Montague  county , Texa.-. 
.After  renting  a year  iie  bouglit  one  iumdrec  and 
seventeen  .acres  of  hi.-  [ire.seiit  j»lace,  njion  which 
he  built  a dug-out  fi  r the  rcce'ption  of  hi-  fain 
ily.  This  temjiorary  -nbterraue.an  retreat  g.'ive 
place  to  a tvv'elve  by  uvelvt  box  .shamy  the.  ,-amc 
tall,  and  this,  in  turn,  to  fns  modern  home  of  io- 
day.  All  the  main  piroduct-  common  to  Texa- 
,soi]  gvevv  on  his  place  .and  in  the  mmii  hi.-  era 
in  the  county  has  been  a prosperous  one.  His 
farm  has  increased  to  one  hundred  .and  svxty- 
two  acres  and  he  is  regardcal  .as  one  ■'■(  the  -afe 
and  conservative  farmer.-  at  the  head  i-f  Denton 
creek. 

January  5,  1S83.  Air.  A’anhebber  was  first  mar- 
ried. his  wife  being  Mi.-s  Belle  Wilson,  who  died 
in  Alontague  county  in  1885,  and  has  no  living 
i.-sue.  k'larch  28,  18S7,  Air.  Wnbebber  married 
Mrs.  Emerine  Dane,  a daughter  of  Mrs.  Nancy 
Gossage,  of  Georgia.  After  die  birth  of  one  son, 
Claud,  Mrs.  Vanbeblier  died,  in  1890,  and  in  1892 
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our  suh>ifct  married  his  third  wife,  Airs.  Mollie 
Toiinson  a daughter  of  B.  K.  ,\shton.  Tlic  is.suc 
of  her  marriage  with  Air.  \ anhcblKr  is:  Emma 
E..  Lillian  Reatrice,  .Andrew  Jackson.  Joe  Bailev, 
(deorge  Wasliington,  Ben  Franklin,  and  Alay. 

Juhn  (. . Akuihehher  maintains  himself  a plain, 
quiet  citizen,  and  mentions  the  chief  point.s  in  his 
.'.c.mewhar  checkered  and  eventful  career  with  he- 
coming  mi.xiesty  and  \\ith  no  attempt  to  add  to 
or  >iil)rract  Inmi  the  facts  a.s  presented  above. 
Nothing  outside  the  l)usiness  of  the  hour  has 
attracted  him  and  tlie  material  prosjteritv  he  en- 
joys has  come  to  liini  as  a reward  for  the  toil 
of  years.  He  clings  to  the  principles  of  Denioc- 
r;tc\  and  owns  to  a metr.hership  in  the  Alis.sion- 
ar}  Ba[)ti.st  church. 

-\.  L.  SCf'>TT.  a prominent  attorney-at-law 
and  notary  public  01  Saint  Jo,  Texas,  wliere  he 
is  also  engaged  in  the  fire  insurance  busine.ss, 
was  h(>rn  in  Alarlin,  this  state,  September  30, 
1863.  his  parents  being  Rik_\  W.  and  Mary  J. 
( Foster)  Scoit.  The  father  was  bprn  in  Gaines- 
ville, New  York,  and  was  married  in  Baltimore, 
Afarvland,  the  lady  being  a native  of  that  cit\ . 
The  date  of  liis  hirih  was  June  5,  1821,  wliile 
his  wife  was  born  .Alarch  31.  1828.  His  parents 
were  James  and  Martha  ( Thatcher  1 Scott,  the 
former  a native  sn'  Cheshire  county.  New  Hamp- 
shire, born  January  16.  -I784.  He  wa.s  of  Scotch 
r-arentage  and  aftci  reaching  adult  age  he  wed- 
ded .Martha  Tliatchcr.  a native  of  Connecticut. 
He  removed  to  New  York,  wliere  he  reared  his 
family  and  .-pent  his  remaining  days.  He  be- 
came a man  of  wealth  ;md  influence  in  hi.s  com- 
tnuuity,  taking  an  active  atid  helpful  part  in  pub- 
lic affairs.  He  reart.'l  an  intere.sting  family,  giv- 
ing t->  liis  children  good  educational  advantages. 
:md  in  different  st.iies  they  afterward  maile  cred- 
itable rt'cord.s  in  pn.Tessionai  and  husimss  life, 
(due  of  tiie  sons,  Jame.s  L.,  iiecame  an  eminent 
mini.-ter,  wnter  and  a (li-stinguislied  tihysicitm. 
residing  in  Brooklyn,  New  'tiuk. 

\nother  son,  Kik*}  \V,  Scott,  father  of  our 
s.ubjcci.  prepared  for  the  jiractice  of  Law  and  was 
admitted  tc'  the  bar  in  New  York  .state.  He 
atter\vnr<l  went  to  I’.altiinore  and  snb.sequt‘nt  to 
his  marriage  removet!  to  Janesville.  Wi.sc m.sin. 
wfUTc  iif  engaged  iti  tlie  jiractice  of  law.  becom- 
ing a prominent  aitonicv  of  that  place.  There 
Itc  latnaincd  until  1830.  v.lien  he  started  bv  the 
wattw  route  for  Calift'niia,  hut  arrived  at  New 
C'*rleans  too  late  to  take  tlie  regular  steximer,  and 
ratkicr  tlmn  wait  for  tlie  next  one  he  decided  to 
make  a Vour  of  Te.xas.  He  then  went  by  boat  to 
''fnlvvsti'in,  where  he  remainetl  for  a short  time. 


when  he  continued  his  journey  to  Houston, 
where  his  first  child  was  bom  on  the  14th  of 
.April,  1851.  Later  he  located  in  Marlin,  where 
he  resumed  the  practice  of  law,  in  which  he 
continued  successfully  until  1864.  He  was  also 
recognized  as  a leader  in  political  circles  and 
was  called  to  the  office  of  county  judge  as  a rep- 
resentative of  the  Democracy.  In  campaign 
work  he  was  a forceful  and  earnest  factor.  He 
believed  in  the  principle  of  secession,  hut  not  in 
the  propriety,  xoid  opposed  secession  until  the 
state  voted  for  it,  when  he  continued  with  the 
south  and  activeh-  assisted  in  raising  troops  for 
the  army.  On  account  of  ill  health,  however,  he 
\va.s  not  able  to  do  field  duty  and  wa.s  detailed  to 
the  commissary  department,  aLso  acting  as  rev- 
enue collector  for  Northern  Te.xas.  He  held  the 
rank  of  brigadier  general  and  made  his  head- 
quarters at  A’eatherford,  where  he  remained 
throughout  the  war.  On  account  of  conditions 
tliat  existed  he  could  not  remove  his  famih  to 
that  place,  however,  but  in  1864  estahli.sliecl  his 
h.oine  at  Bjiichanan,  the  county  seat  of  Johnson 
count}',  where  at  the  close  of  the  war  he  joined 
his  wife  and  children  and  resumed  the  practice 
of  hi.s  profession.  At  that  date  there  wmre  no 
railroads  or  other  public  means  of  trans[Kirtation 
and  one  had  to  ride  long  distances  between  the 
l>laces  Cif  holding  court.  .A  ycry  liberal  clientage 
was  accordeiJ  him  and  he  was  often  the  associate 
of  Richard  Coke  of  Waco  and  J.  W.  ThrockiiKW- 
ton  of  .McKinney,  both  eminent  lawyers.  Fie 
continued  in  active  practice  until  1867,  when 
called  to  the  office  of  district  judge,  filling  the 
position  during  tlie  reconstruction  jxiriod.  He 
did  not  desire  the  office,  but  A.  J.  Ilamillon,  the 
acting  governor,  urged  his  accept.ance,  as  he  said 
that  .\Ir.  .Scott  was  known  to  have  been  loyal  to 
the  .state  and  Ciuifederac}'  and  it  would  he  much 
i utter  fill-  liirn  to  serve  than  for  a “carj.iet  hag- 
ger’’  from  the  north  to  take  the  place.  Fie  then 
went  upon  the  bench,  hi.s  district  including  many 
of  tlie  larger  louns  and.  some  of  the  more  re- 
mote places  in  that  part  of  Texa.s.  During  the 
rt.con.srruction  period  in  sonic  localities  a rough 
elemeiU  attempted  to  rule  and  it  required  great 
cot.tr.age  and  determination  to  hold  court  and  act 
a.s  judge.  In  Parker  county  the  sheriff  resigned, 
lieing  afraid  to  fill  hi.s  office  on  account  of  threats 
made  ngain.st  him.  _\t  the  first  term  of  court  one 
man  was  killed.  On  the  fir.sf  day  of  court  judge 
St.'ott  iK.iticcd  that  all  of  the  men  were  heavily 
armed  and  railed  the  acting  .sheriff,  in.strncting 
him  to  disarm  tlit-m.  hut  the  .sheriff  knew  that  it 
vvouh.l  lie  deatli  to  him  to  make  the  attempt,  so 
that  the  judge  adjourned  court  until  one  o'clock 
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and  instructed  the  sheriff  to  select  five  determined 
men  to  act  as  his  deputies.  When  court  again 
convened  tlie  sheriff  and  his  deputies  then  took 
their  places  at  the  dcx>r,  asking  all  to  give  up  their 
arms.  Those  refusing  were  not  allowed  to  enter 
and  when  the  court  was  in  session  they  fired  vol- 
leys of  bullets  at  the  courthou.se.  In  other  locali- 
ties die  .spirit  of  lawlessness  was  equally  nnnpant, 
hut  Judge  Scott  was  fearless  in  the  performance 
of  his  dutr-  and  continued  to  sit  on  the  bench 
until  late  in  1868,  when  he  resigned.  But  few 
cases  tried  before  him  w ere  ever  appealed  and  the 
decision  in  rare,  if  any  instance,  was  reversed, 
lie  was  strictly  fair  and  inipaitial  and  moreover 
had  an  accurate  and  comprehensive  knowledge 
of  the  law. 

On  retiring  from  the  licnch  Judge  Scott  en- 
gaged in  merchandising  at  Buchanan  and  was 
also  interested  in  farming  and  in  the  ownership 
of  lands  in  Johnson  county,  where  he  siqier- 
vised  his  varied  busine.ss  interests  with  marked 
success  for  a numher  of  years,  in  1873  he  estab- 
lished a supi»ly  store  at  Red  River  Station,  using 
a tent  for  a store.  There  he  remained  until  the 
fall  of  that  year,  when  he  brpught  hi.s  stock  to 
Saint  Jo  and  again  used  a tent  for  a place  of 
business  until  he  built  a store  building  and  perma- 
nently established  hini.self  as  a merchant  here, 
being  one  of  the  first  rejirescntativcs  of  com- 
mercial pursuits  in  Saint  Jo.  In  1875 
out  to  J.  D.  Bellah,  who  is  yet  conducting  the 
business.  Judge  Scott  had  never  removed  liis 
family  to  Saint  Jo  because  of  the  lack  of  educa- 
tional facilities  and  in  187.^  the  family  home  was 
established  at  Mansfield  and  in  1875  the  family 
removed  to  Denison,  where  there  were  good 
schools.  l*'rom  that  time  forward  Judge  Scott 
lived  a more  retired  life,  investing  in  city  prop- 
ert)'  and  farm  lands  and  giving  his  siii)er\'fsion 
to  his  realty  interests.  His  death  occurred  in 
Denison  in  January,  i8>.jO.  He  was  a broad  mind- 
ed man,  of  superior  ability,  an  excellent  finan- 
cier, an  eminent  jurist  and  a lawyer  of  keen 
anal}1:ical  power  and  oratorical  ability.  A man 
of  action  ratlier  than  theory,  he  made  a distin- 
guished reputation  because  of  his  loy'alty  to  his 
honest  convictions  and  his  faithful  performance 
of  every  duty  that  devolved  upon  him.  He  was 
a consistent  and  worthy  member  of  the  Baptist 
church  and  also  an  exemplary  representative  of 
the  Masonic  fraternity. 

Judge  Scott  lost  his  first  wife  in  1876,  her 
death  ocenrring  at  Denison  on  the  iith  of  No- 
vember of  that  year.  She  was  a lady  of  culture 
and  intelligence.  Her  father,  Mr.  Foster,  was  an 
inventor  of  world-wide  note,  living  in  Balti- 


more. He  gave  to  the  world  the  first  fire  brick 
and  also  steam  fire  engines  and  afterward  made 
many  improvements  on  the  engine.  He  was  ac- 
tively and  helpfully  identified  with  the  interests 
of  Baltimore  for  many  years  and  his  death, 
which  th.ere  occurred,  wa.s  the  occasion  of  deep 
and  wide-spread  regret.  In  Iiis  family  there 
were  three  sons  and  a daughter:  Austin,  Eld- 

ridge,  Mrs.  Mary  J.  Scott  and  Walter.  To  Judge 
and  Mrs.  .Scott  there  were  horn  seven  children; 
Helen  M.,  the  wife  of  D.  S.  Aynes,  at  Jackshoro, 
Texas;  Ida  E..  the  wife  of  J.  I).  Bellah,  a mer- 
chant of  Saint  Jo;  Wiltshire  L.,  a merchant  of 
.Saint  Jo;  Afary  \ ..  the  wile  of  L.  C.  Gilmore,  at 
River  Side,  California;  Lillie  D..  the  wife  of 
John  Greg.son,  at  Gainesville,  Te.xas ; W alter 
E.,  a merchant  of  Saint  Jo,  and  Austin  L.  The 
mollicr  was  also  a member  of  the  Baptist  church 
and  her  many  excellent  traits  of  character  won 
her  the  love  and  esteem  of  all  with  whom  she 
was  associated.  .After  her  death  Judge  Scott 
was  again  married,  his  second  union  being  with 
Aliss  Fannie  I'lccce,  of  Kentucky,  a daughter 
of  Dr.  J.  L.  Fleece,  a iirominent  physician  of 
that  state,  tvho  on  coming  to  Texas  .settled  in 
(iray.soii  county,  where  his  death  occurred.  He 
gave  to  his  children  excellent  educational  [irivi 
leges  and  his  daughter,  Mrs.  Scott,  became  a .suc- 
cessful music  teacher.  Bv  her  marriage  .she  had 
four  children : Riley  W..‘Autie  AL,  William  W. 

and  Mecce,  all  of  whom  are  living  in  Denison, 
where  the  mother  also  makes  her  home. 

Austin  L.  Scott  was  lH:)rn  at  Alarlin,  'I'cxas, 
and  with  his  parents  removed  to  Denison.  No 
event  of  sjK'cial  importauce  occurred  to  vary  the 
routine  of  life  for  him  in  his  youth.  He  received 
a liberal  education,  for  after  attending  the  com- 
mon schools  he  became  a student  in  the  .A.  & AI. 
College  at  Bryan,  Texas,  llis  first  preceptor  in 
the  study  of  law  was  .Major  L.  L.  .Maughs,  of 
Deni.son,  a prominent  attorney,  who  later  served 
a.s  postmaster  at  Deni.son  and  w1k>  was  a soldier 
in  the  Confederate  army  throughout  the  war. 
Air.  Scott  remained  as  a student  in  In's  office  for 
two  and  a half  years  and  then  again  entered 
school.  Suhse((ueritly  he  turned  liis  attention 
to  the  cattle  business,  in  which  he  cominued  for 
a few^  years,  when  he  once  more  resumed  the 
study. (d  law  and  began  to  practice  at  Gainesville, 
Cooke  county,  where  he  opened  an  office  and 
cc'iitinued  in  active  j)ractice  until  1880,  when  he 
had  to  abandon  hi.s  profession  hecanse  of  ill 
health.  Later  he  engaged  in  teaching  school  for 
ten  years  and  in  i8tj8  he  came  to  .Saint  Jo,  where 
he  entered  into  a partnership  with  Judge  John  S. 
Alorris,  an  cx-chief  justice  of  Tarrant  county. 


HISTORY  OF  NORTH  AND  WEST  TEXAS. 


tor  the  practice  of  ihc  law.  A liher.al  clientage 
is  accorded  liirn,  for  which  lii.s  qualificali'.ms  as 
a nit  nibcr  of  the  lur  iiave  well  prepared  him.  He 
iuis  a thorough  inuU-r.sranding  of  the  jirinciples 
of  jurisprudence,  a Iteen  analuical  mind  and  i.s 
iogicPil  in  his  i.lcduciioiis  and  correct  in  his  con- 
clusion,.,. He  al>o  practices  in  the  Indian  Tcr- 
ritor'i  and  conducts  ;i  fire  insurance  business  in 
.'^aim  h-',  V,  liere  he  is  likcwi.se  acting  as  notary 
public 

In  i88(>  Mr.  Scott  was  married  to  iMiss  >arah  J. 
Russell,  who  was  born  in  Tennessee,  Dccemher 
i8,  iS'pp  atid  is  a daugluer  of  John  Ru.'scll  of 
that  state,  \'i  lio  erinc  to  Tc.xas  in  1880,  .settling 
in  Fannin  cciantv.  wlicrc  !>e  ndlowed  farming  and 
biacksmithiug.  He  was  also  a .soldiem  of  the  (fott- 
fcdcralc  arnpv  in  the  Civil  war.  Mr.  and  Mrs, 
S.rott  have  ht'come  the  p^arems  of  eight  children, 
three  of  whom  are  liead  ; tlie  living  are : Ida  L., 

s.'oke.  Ruin,  Tora  and  Harrett.  Mrs.  Scott  is  a 
con.si.stent  member  of  the  -Methodist  church  and 
both  our  subject  and  his  tvife  have  a wide  and 
favorai.le  accjuaintance  in  Saint  Jo.  -Mr.  Scott 
m hi.s  law  practice  has  made  for  himself  a rejut- 
tation  which  places  him  in  the  front  rank  of  the 
1<  gtil  fraternity  in  this  part  of  the  .state. 

Jt  'llX  R,  IltALBROtJK.  In  the  .subject  of 
this  personal  article  we  have  a representative  of 
one  01.  the  lionortd  pioneer  Texas  families  and 
cute  wliosc  record  m IMontague  county  lias  been 
one  of  thrift  and  of  upright  citizeii.shi].;.  lit  the 
brief  period  which  his  identity  with  tlu-  conimer- 
cial  interesis  of  lii-  county  covers  he  has  demon- 
strated a higd)  order  of  tact  and  Imsine.s.s  judg- 
ment and  is  imivci'sally  regarded  as  one  of  ilie 
foremost  merchant...  of  hi.s  town  and  county. 

Tlii.?  family  i.if  Holbrooks  was  estalili..,hed  in 
'Fexa.s  in  the  days  of  the  rcpuhlic  and  its  founder 
was  Richmond  Holbrook,  who  left  his  Fllinoi-s 
home  and  hccame  a wanderer,  so  to  .s]jeak.  on 
the.  wesUrii  plains,  lie  sought  t'alifornia  during 
the  rm^h  of  1S40  and  sjKiit  .sfuiie  months  on  the 
I’acitic  coast,  Hi.s  wife  was  Aliss  tjarri.son,  and 
hore  hull  two  children,  viz.:  lllizalieth,  wife  of 
W Walker,  of  ( ool.e  eourity,  Texas,  and  John 
A.  Holbrook,  father  of  the  subject  of  this  review. 

John  Holbrook  wa.s  bom  in  Texas,  May, 
1847.  and  was  reared  l.w  Arnold  tlarrison,  a 
im.,thcr  of  Ids  mother.  The  scenes  of  his  boy- 
he>od  W ere  strictly  rural  and  hi.s  advantages  for 
an  educatiroi  were  of  the  countn’  school  sort.  Be- 
fore he  came  to  his  majority  he  became  respon- 
sible for  his  own  dcsiiiiv  and  he  liired  out  to  a 
rmichman  ;md  r.au  cattle  for  a few  years.  .At 
iwentv-oii!  yisars  old  he  married  and  with  tlie 


patrimony  left  him  he  purchased  a farm  and  de- 
voted himself  to  its  cultivation  and  improvement. 
Having  a liking  for  the  .stock  business  and  being 
cramped  for  room  in  Grayson  county,  he  sold  his 
home.stead  there  and  .sought  a location  in  Mon- 
tague. Finding  an  ideal  place  on  Denton  creek, 
he  .settled  tlovvn  there  aivl  after  he  was  forced 
out  of  the  cattle  bu.siness  by  tlie  encroachment  of 
settlers  he  became  one  of  the  most  sueces.sful  of 
Denton  creek's  farmers,  A fine  body  of  rich 
valley  land,  ly  ing  along  the  creek,  comprised  a 
portion  of  his  e.-tate  and  his  pnrcha.ses  from  time 
to  time  aggregated  some  .seven  hundred  and 
eighty  acres. 

John  A.  Holbrook  was  as  virtuous  and  noble  a 
citizen  as  he  was  an  intelligent  and  thrifty'  farm- 
er. In  his  youth  he  ser\  ed  a year  in  Gano’s 
command  in  the  Confederate  army,  in  Capt,  .Mar- 
tin's company,  and  this  was  an  interesting  and 
instructive  experience  in  contrast  with  the  hum- 
drum of  farm  life  on  a frontier  farm.  He  felt 
little  concern  in  politic.s.  but  he  believed  in  good 
roads  and  g<)Od  .schools,  and  he  was  officially  con- 
meted  with  acquirement  of  lx>th.  In  icSfaS  he 
married  .Mi.ss  lAances  W alton,  a <laughter  of 
Thomas  Walton,  from  Pettis  county,  Missouri, 
where  Airs.  Holbrook  was  born  September,  1847. 
The  issue  of  this  union  were:  William,  of  Nash- 
tille,  Tennessee;  Ella,  wife  of  Dr.  II,  F.  School- 
field,  of  Sun.set,  Texas;  Dena,  who  is  with  the 
family  home;  John  R.,  our  subject;  Fannie,  yet 
with  the  family  circle;  Minnie,  wife  of  Samuel 
Jackson,  a prominent  young  farmer  and  ginner, 
of  Denver:  ami  Walter  and  Charley,  who  man- 
age and  cultivate  the  old  home. 

John  R.  Holbrook  was  born  in  Grayson  county, 
Texa.s,  March  15,  1875.  and  was  four  years  of 
.'ige  when  his  parents  moved  into  Alontague 
comity.  Until  seventeen  years  of  age  he  was  a 
useful  and  valuable  adjunct  to  hi.s  fathers  farm, 
but  at  this  date  ho  began  in  earnest  to  acquire  an 
cduoaiion.  lie  attended  the  college  at  Denton, 
'I'cxas,  for  a time  ami  then  enrolled  a.s  a student 
in  Draughon's  Business  College  at  K'ashville. 
Tennessee,  where  he  completed  a course.  He 
tiun  reiuniecl  t()  Aloiitague  county  and  wa.s  em- 
ployed, for  a time,  with  Al.  D.  Lowe  & Company 
at  Bowie,  as  clerk  and  bookkeeper,  i.eaving  the 
store,  he  rejoined  hi.s  parents  on  the  farm  for  a 
year  or  so  and  then  became  a student  iu  East- 
man's  Business  college  in  Poughkccp.sie,  New 
A'ork.  finishing  in  typiew  riling  and  .shorthand  at 
the  branch  school  in  X'ovv  Y'ork  City.  He  hold  a 
few  |x>sitions  iu  the  city  as  stenographer  and  .sec- 
retary ami  concluded  his  work  there  with  Austin 
B.  Fletcher. 
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On  liis  return  we.st  ilr.  Holbrook  engaged  in 
the  grocery,  fumiiiire  and  drug  Imsineis  in  Sun- 
set, being  associated  for  a time  with  "Dr,  School- 
field,  his  brother-in-law.  His  acquaintance  and 
his  well  known  business  integrity  brought  him 
success  from  the  sta.rt  and  nothing  occurred  to 
mar  his  future  until  K»o4,  Mdien  fire  destroted 
his  store  and  stock,  a blow  which  threatened  to 
put  him  out  of  business,  bhicouraged  b)'  his  host 
of  friends  to  resume,  he  re.stocked  with  dry- 
goods and  groceries,  and  his  house  is  one,ot  the 
prominent  marts  of  trade  in  Sunset. 

In  1897,  in  .Montague  county,  jMr.  Hdlbrook 
married  Miss  Mazie  Jackson,  a daughter  of  An- 
drew Jackson,  one  of  the  pioneers  of  Denton 
Creek  and  mentioned  more  c-xtensivch  elsewhere 
in  this  work.  Alfred,  Alildred,  John  and  \\  ra 
are  the  children  of  ilr.  and  Mrs.  Holbrook. 

In  Democratic  politics  Mr.  Holbrook  takes  a 
voter’s  interest  and  hi,-  voice  and  quiet  work  aiil 
in  working  up  a sentiment  in  Ix-half  of  local  and 
other  candidates  for  public  office.  He  is  thor- 
oughly progressive  in  Im.sine.ss  meihod.s  and  is  in 
a high  degree  public  spirited,  and  it  is  the  good 
fortune  of  Sunset  to  count  him  among  her  citi- 
zens. 

AUGUSTUS  L.  Jl’STICE,  M.  D.  Dr.  ,\u- 
gustus  L,  Justice,  an  active  representative  of  the 
medical  fraternity  in  El  Faso  with  a pi'acticc  that 
is  indicative  of  his  thorough  understanding  of 
the  science  of  inediciiie  and  his  correct  apnlica- 
tion  of  its  principle.s,  was  born  in  Charlestown, 
Jefferson  county,  West  A'irginia,  at  that  lime, 
however,  a part  of  \’irginia.  as  the  division  of 
the  .stales  had  not  occurred.  His  parents  were 
William  and  Hannah  ( Gray  ) Justice.  The  father 
was  a Virginian  and  in  later  life  removed  to  the 
west,  spending  hi^-  last  days  at  Chathairi,  in 
Sangamon  county,  Illinois.  The  mother  was  of 
Scotch  ])arentage  and  died  in  California. 

Dr.  Justice  in  his  childhood  days  accompanied 
his  parents  on  their  removal  to  Hopkinsville, 
Kentucky,  where  he  was  reared  and  educated. 
When  he  was  still  quite  young  he  wa.s  for  two 
terms  a stmlent  in  the  medical  department  of  the 
Michigan  University'  at  .\ini  Arbor.  He  passed 
the  necessary  examinati>>ns  for  practice,  but  was 
not  old  enough  to  receive  his  degree,  as  there  is 
an  age  limit  to  conferring  it.  About  that  time 
the  Civil  war  w’as  inaugurated  and  he  enlisted 
in  1861  as  a member  of  Company  A.  Second  Ken- 
tucky Infantry  of  the  Confederate  service  under 
Colonel  Roger  Hanson.  Going  before  the  medi- 
cal board  in  Nashville  he  received  a commission 
as  assistant  surgeon  of  his  regiment  and  after 
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its  capture  at  Fort  Doiiebsun  he  was  assigned  in 
the  .same  cajiacity  to  the  Fourth  Tennessee  Regi- 
ment He  was  afterward  in  detached  service  in 
hosiiital  work  and  as  courier  until  the  latter  part 
of  1864,  when,  having  been  wounded  on  .several 
occ.asii-iiis  and  complirtely  ilisabled,  be  was  com- 
pelled to  leave  the  army.  His  service  tuijk  him 
into  Kentucky'.  Tenne.s.see.  ilississipjii.  Alabama 
and  tieorgia.  He  was  wounded  at  Shik'h  while 
on  the  firing  line  aUeiiiling  the  wounds  of  his 
lieiiteiiant-colond,  who  had  been  hit  by  a bullet. 

In  tlie  year  1805  Dr.  Justice  crossed  the  plains 
to  jlontana  and  spent:  twci  or  ihree  years  as  a 
physician  in  that  new  country  at  Virginia  City 
and  vicinity.  It  wa.s  at  tlie  time  when  tliat  local- 
ity was  the  center  of  rough  life  becau.se  of  the 
large  number  of  desperadoes  who  made  their  way 
into  districts  where  svsteins  of  government  had 
not  been  organized,  liut  the  condition  of  affairs 
gave  rise  to  the  vigilance  c.ornmiltee,  which  sti'iod 
as  die  chainjikiTi  of  law  and  order.  Dr.  Justice 
became  a member  of  that  committee  and  was  as- 
sociated with  Colonel  Wilbur  F.  Saunders  and 
other  well  known  men  in  putting  down  the  law- 
lessness of  those  days. 

On  leaving  Montana  Dr.  Justice  went  to  Den- 
rtr  and  in  1875  j'ursucd  the  jioh  teclinic  course 
in  the  medical  department  of  the  Nortluve-tern 
Lhiiversity  at  Chicago,  which  institution  con- 
ferred upon  him  tlie  degree  of  M.  f.t.  Latei 
he  had  an  honorary  degree  conferred  upion  him 
by  Rush  Medical  College  and  .subsequently  lie 
returned  to  hi.s  practice  in  Denver,  liut  after  a 
.short  lime  his  health,  failed  there  and  lie  went 
to  Santa  Rosa,  Sonoma  county,  California,  and 
later  to  San  F'nmcisco.  Dr,  Lane  of  the  latter 
city  recommended  that  Dr.  Justice,  because  of 
the  condition  of  his  health,  should  remove  to  El 
I'aso,  Te.xas,  believing  that  lie  would  find  there 
a mor'*  congenial  climate,  and  accordingly,  in 
iS8j.  he  came  to  the  city  which  has  since  been 
his  home,  arriving  here  a .short  time  before  the 
completion  of  the  Southern  Facific  Railroad,  of 
which  he  had  been  appointecl  the  accredited  Jihv- 
sician  for  El  Paso  and  vicinity . He  is  today'  the 
oldest  physician  in  {xiiiit  of  practice  in  this  city 
and  occupies  a foremost  place  in  the  profes>ion. 
Tie  is  a meniher  of  various  medical  societies,  in- 
cluding the  .Xmericaii  Medical  and  through  the 
interchange  of  thought  and  ex]ieiience  keep.s  in 
touch  with  the  onward  march  of  the  medical  fra- 
ternity. He  is  a man  of  broad  Ininwledge  in  the 
line  of  his  profession,  of  superior  skill  and  of  con- 
scientious purpo.se  and  his  labors  have  been  of 
direct  benefit  to  bis  fellow  men. 

Dr,  Justice  w'as  married  in  New  Orleans  to 
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MiS'  E.>[t'lla  \\  eqne,  a member  of  one  of  the 
aristocratic  old  Creole  families  of  that  city.  They 
have  two  .soii.s  and  one  daughter. 

C.Vi'TAlN  ROBERT  BEAN.  One  of  the, 
early  settlers  who  has  contributed  to  the  develop- 
'vunt  and  jirogress  of  his  section  of  Texas  is 
Captain  Robert  Bean,  now  living  at  (dainesville, 
who  was  burn  in  I'ranklin  county.  Arkansas,  his 
pareiu-s  being  Willitun  and  E.  C.  ( Keeve.s)  Bean. 
The  father  was  born  near  Winchester,  Franklin 
coimtv,  Tennessee,  and  removed  to  ,\rkansa.s, 
vvhere  he  resided  for  a number  of  years.  In  1845 
he  came  to  Texas,  settling  first  in  Grayson  coun- 
tv and  in  1S30  he  maile  his  way  to  more  wc.sterly 
portions  of  the  state,  locating  at  Gainesville, 
Cooke  county,  in  December  of  that  year.  He 
erected  the  first  store  and  hou.se  in  ( lainesville, 
the  latter  a log  structure  on  wh-at  is  now  the 
northwe.st  corner  of  the  [nildic  square.  He  was 
indeed  a pioneer  settler,  his  being  the  first  family 
to  reside  here.  There  vva.s  a little  log  courthouse 
on  the  original  forty  .acre  plant  of  the  town 
which  had  been  donated  by  .Mary  E.  Clark.  Wdll- 
iain  Bean  continued  to  reside  at  Gainesville  until 
bis  deaib.  which  occurred  .March  18.  tSGS,  and  tqi 
tc  that  time  was  an  active  representative  of  busi- 
ness interests.  His  wife,  who  was  bom  in  Hick- 
man county.  Tennes.see,  died  in  Gainesville.  .\u- 
gust  I,  ,1854. 

Captain  Robert  Bean  arrived  in  Gainesville  in 
tlic  spring  of  1851,  thus  following  the  remaiiifler 
O’  the  family . and  he  was  the  first  ten-year-old 
brjy  on  the  prairie.  He  was  here  enjoving  pioneer 
life  111  hoyhoi.<l  fa.'.hion  until  llie  C'lvil  war  in- 
augurated. when  his  zeal  for  the  Confederacy  was 
aroused  .and  lie  enlisted  at  ijaincsville  in  Company 
B,  .Ek.vemh  Texas  Cavalry.  He  went  first  to 
.Nrkansa.s  and  ilu-  lir.st  important  battle  in  which 
he  ]iartici]iaied  was  at  Pea  Ridge  in  March,  1862, 
The  ireiops  were  tlien  hurried  to  1 )es  .Arc  and 
dismounted,  after  which  thev  moved  over  to  Ten- 
nessee anil  soon  afterward  the  forces  were  con- 
centrated at  ( oriiith,  ,'lissi.ssi])t)i.  .Subsequently 
they  went  to  <_  Intt.anooga  and  ilic  next  impiorlanl 
engageinem  in  wliich  Captain  Bean  particiiiated 
wa.s  at  Ricimioiiil,  Kentucky,  thi.s  campaign  being 
under  ( icncrrd  Kirby  Smith.  Fcdlovving  the 
movcnieiu  of  the  army  in  Kentucky  he  took  jiart 
ill  tlie  battle  of  AIttrfrccsboro,  Tennessee,  im- 
mediately after  which  (lie  meinhers  of  the  Elev- 
enth Texas  ('avalry  were  again  inoiinted  and 
placed  under  the  eoinmand  of  General  John  A. 
\\  liarton.  who  \eas  afterward  succeeded  by  Cien- 
t-rai  Joe  WlieekT.  .^ub.sequentlv  the  regiment  to 
which  Captain  Bean  belonged  was  in  every  battle 


commanded  by  Wheeler  from  the  engagement  at 
Gtickamauga  until  after  the  battle  of  Goldsboro, 
.\orth  Carolina,  where  the  army  disbanded.  Mr. 
Bean  in  recognition  of  his  meritorious  service 
and  valor  was  promoted  from  the  ranks  through 
successive  grades  until  he  was  made  lieutenant 
of  his  company. 

The  war  over  he  returned  at  once  to  his  home 
and  in  1869  he  began  farming  and  stock  raising 
in  .Montague  county  at  Forestburg,  about  eight- 
een miles  southeast  of  the  city  of  Montague. 
( aplain  Bean  has  probably  followed  as  many’  In- 
dian trails  as  any  man  in  northern  Texas  and  is 
perfectly  familiar  with  the  experiences  of  pioneer 
life.  What  to  many  is  simply  a matter  of  history 
is  to  Iiim  an  event  with  which  he  has  been  per- 
sonally concerned  or  of  which  he  has  intimate 
knowledge,  for  as  a pioneer  settler  he  has  gone 
tlirough  all  of  the  hanlships  and  trials  incident  to 
frontier  life. 

W hile  living  in  Alontague  county  Captain  Bean 
also  became  a factor  in  political  circles  and  his 
ability  for  leaderslii])  and  his  able  service  in  be- 
half of  tlie  ]>arty  were  recognized  in  his  election 
as  a member  of  tlic  fourteenth  legi.slature  under 
the  Governor  Coke  administration.  He  took  a 
prominent  part  in  the  deliberations  of  this  body, 
i)cing  on  a number  of  important  committees  and 
was  connected  with  considerable  constructive 
Icgi.slation.  He  is  a man  ever  fearless  in  defense 
of  what  he  believes  to  lx;  right,  championing  with 
all  his  .?treng-th  and  pxnvers  a cause  which  he 
deems  will  prove  beneficial  to  his  locality’  or 
commonwealth  and  at  the  same  time  as  strongly 
opj)osing  anything  that  he  believes  wdll  prove 
detrimental.  His  most  strenuous  efforts  in  the 
legi.slature  were  against  what  was  known  as  the 
International  Compromise,  under  which  tlie  In- 
tcniatioual  and  Great  Nordierii  and  oOier  rail- 
roads were  to  receive  a grant  of  twenty-five  sec- 
tions of  .state  land  for  every’  mile  of  railroad  built, 
this  to  he  exempt  from  taxation  for  twenty-five 
years.  Captain  Bean  lived  in  .Montague  county 
as  a prominent  and  influential  citizen  for  thirty- 
two  years  and  Uten  returned  to  his  home  in 
(iaiiiesville  to  make  a permanent  settlement  here. 
He  has  now  retired  from  active  business  life, 
but  ha.s  invested  interests  in  western  Texas. 

Captain  BeaiT.s  present  wife  tvas  in  her  maid- 
enhood IMiss  S.  E.  Moore,  a natix  e of  East  Ten- 
nessee, and  at  the  time  of  their  marriage  she 
was  the  widow  of  J.  J.  Sharp,  by’-  whom  she  has 
two  daughters  living:  Mrs.  Pearl  Trieves  and 

Mrs.  Della  Mitchell.  Cajttain  Bean  has  two  chil- 
dren : George  R.  and  Mrs.  Sally  W.  Ceaxnal. 

Captain  Bean  has  been  a iMason  for  more  titan 
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thirty  years,  his  membership  being’  at  Forestbnrg. 
Well  does  he  deserv^e  mention  in  this  volume  lie- 
cause  of  his  active  connection  with  business  in- 
terests and  pioneer  life,  both  of  which  have  con- 
tributed to  the  welfare  and  upbuilding  of  the 
state. 

JAISIES  C.  CARTER.  In  acconlance  with 
this  age  of  specialization  in  which  comparatively 
few  representatives  of  a profession  attempt  to 
master  their  calling  in  all  of  its  branches  but 
concentrate  their  energies,  Dr.  J.  C.  Carter,  of 
Denison,  is  giving  his  attention  entirely  to  the 
treatment  of  diseases  of  the  eye,  ear,  nose  and 
throat.  Bom  in  Tennessee  in  1871,  he  is  a .son 
of  Columbus  B.  and  Almira  (Saunders)  Carter, 
both  of  whom  live  in  Loudon  county,  Tennessee, 
the  father  being  a native  of  East  Teimessee  and 
the  mother  of  Wrginia.  In  the  family  were  nine 
children:  Lola,  the  wife  of  L.  M.  Lee,  of  Lenore 
City,  Tennessee:  Sallie,  the  wife  of  Rev.  James 
E.  Hughes,  of  Knoxville,  Tennessee;  Thomas  F., 
tvho  resides  in  Bonham,  Texas;  James  C.,  of 
Denison;  Jolui  Saunders,  who  is  a graduate  of 
the  Tennessee  Medical  College  and  is  now  en- 
gaged in  practice  in  Denison  ; Rufus  who  is 
employed  ,a:s  a salesman  in  a mercantile  establish- 
ment in  Denison;  Miss  iMildred,  who  lives  at 
home;  I^ura.  dre  wife  of  James  B.  Cooley,  a 
mernlxir  of  the  fimi  of  Cooley’  & Sons,  of  Knox- 
ville: and  Joe  .'Mien,  who  is  living  with  his 
parents  in  Tennessee.  A fanner  by  occupation, 
the  father  has  followed  tliat  pursuit  throughout 
his  entire  life  and  through  that  means  has  pro- 
vided for  the  needs  and  comforts  of  his  family. 

Dr.  Carter  acquired  his  early  education  in  the 
common  schools  of  Tennessee,  afterward  attend- 
ed Acme  College,  and  from  a student  career  in 
the  Tennes.see  Medical  College  at  Knoxville  was 
graduated  in  the  class  of  if^9.  Having  estab- 
lished himself  in  general  practice  at  Knoxville 
before  he  had  completed  his  medical  preparation 
by  graduation,  he  continued  that  general  practice 
after  1899,  his  career  as  a general  practitioner 
altogether  extending  over  altont  seven  vears.  In 
1902  and  I9C)3  he  took  i»st-graduate  courses  in 
the  eye,  ear,  nose  and  throat  departments  of  the 
New'  York  Polyclinic  Hospital,  and  having  com- 
pleted that  work  of  sf>ecial  prepar.ation,  located 
at  Denison  in  August,  1903.  Here  he  has  given 
his  time  and  energies  entirely  to  his  specialty, 
and  has  all  the  modem  appliances  for  scientific 
practice  in  keeping  with  the  advanced  methods 
of  tire  profession.  He  has  met  with  much  suc- 
cess in  his  chosen  field  of  labor  since  coming  to 


Denison,  and  his  business  has  reached  large  and 
profitable  proportions. 

On  the  1 2th  of  December,  1901,  in  Kno.xville. 
Tennessee,  Dr.  Carter  was  united  in  marriage 
to  Miss  Corinne  Greer,  a native  of  that  city. 

ALBERT  G.  NOBLE,  a merchant  of  Preston, 
well  known  in  the  business  life  of  Grayson  county 
and  occupying  an  enviable  position  in  public  re- 
gard by  reason  of  his  tnistvvorthiness  as  well  as 
his  business  enterprise,  is  a native  son  of  Collin 
county,  Texas,  born  on  the  loth  of  June,  1856. 
His  paternal  grandfather,  John  S.  Noble,  was 
born  in  the  state  of  Kentucky  and  came  to  Indian 
Territory’  in  1848  as  a missionary  to  the  Choctaw 
Indians,  He  tauglit  in  Robinson's  Academy  in 
the  Oioctaw  Nation  for  many  years  and  also  en- 
gaged in  preaching  the  gospel,  teaching  and 
.preaching  to  the  red  men  in  their  native  tongue. 
In  later  yc:irs  he  removed  to  Collin  county, 
Texas,  settling  first  at  what  was  known  as  Si.ster 
Grove,  while  later  he  removed  to  the  western 
part  of  the  county',  taking  up  his  .abode  nine  miles 
west  of  McKinney'.  There  he  followed  stock  rais- 
ing and  farming  on  an  extensive  scale,  dealing 
largely  in  mules,  which  he  shipped  to  Tennessee, 
Kentucky  and  otlier  states.  He  would  sell  them 
on  time  and  the  next  year  would  take  more  to 
the  markets  and  collect  for  those  that  he  had 
sold  the  previous  y'ear.  He  married  Jdiss  Lucy 
Willock,  a native  of  Monticcllo,  Kentucky'.  Mr. 
Noble  passed  aw'ay  in  1886  at  the  age  of  seventy- 
three  years,  his  birth  having  occurred  in  March, 
1813,  but  his  widow’  is  still  living  and  now  m.akes 
her  home  W’ith  Iter  children.  In  the  family  were 
thirteen  children,  of  whom  ten  are  vet  living, 
namely’:  Margaret,  tite  w’ife  of  G.  R.  Buchanan, 
of  Pilot  Point;  John,  tvho  is  living  in  Crosby 
county,  Texas;  Emma,  the  wife  of  Fr.ank  Mich- 
aels, a resident  of  Dentoti  county,  Texas ; .Albert 
G.,  of  this  review';  William  ,S.,  who  m.'iices  his 
home  in  Nashville,  Tenne.s.see ; Ltiura,  the  w’ife 
of  J.  G.  Mullins,  of  Antelope,  Texas:  George  B., 
a resident  of  I’oteau,  Tndian  Territory;  A.  S. 
.Noble,  Preston,  Texas;  Florence,  the  wife  of 
G.  D.  Galloway,  of  Leonard,  Te.xas;  and  Ermine 
P,,  the  w'ife  of  Dr.  J.  J.  Pendergast,  of  Leonard. 

Albert  G.  Noble  was  re.ared  upfan  his  father's 
farm  and  assisted  him  in  his  business  interests 
and  efforts  until  lie  came  to  Preston  Bend  in  1 )e- 
cember,  1880.  Here  be  eng.aged  in  teadiing 
sdiool  for  twelve  years,  hut  later  removed  to  a 
farm  and  purcha.sed  the  gin  ;it  Preston,  !x?ing 
identified  with  general  agricultural  pursuits  ;mcl 
also  the  ginning  business.  Subsequently,  how'- 
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e\er,  (le  turned  liis;  aitentioii  to  uierch.irKlising 
under  the  tirm  style  of  A.  G.  Noble  & Company 
and  has  since  been  the  leading  factor  in  coin- 
ntcrcia)  circles  in  his  town,  building  up  a good 
trade  and  winning  n patronage  that  annu.illy 
letiirns  to  him  a gratis } ing  income. 

Mr.  Noble  has  been  married  twice.  In  Collin 
county,  on  the  i.ph  of  September,  1877. 
wedded  Mi.ss  Nannie  Stellser,  and  they  had  four 
children,  of  whom  three  are  living,  IZ.  Ru.^sell. 
who  died  at  tlic  age  of  t«enty-one  years,  married 
Cassie  Snmh,  of  i’.'iris,  Texas ; Annie  is  the  w ife 
"f  tinv  ReilK'rt',  of  Calisen'uia,  and  lias  one  child. 
Noble;  Siniuiit  and  Sophia,  the  younger  mem- 
!)cr>  of  iltc  familv.  are  at  homo.  .\11  \s-ere  born 
in.  (.irayson  county.  The  wife  and  snoihtT  died 
j‘.isiuar\'  10,  1890,  vvlieu  thirt)  -four  years  of  age. 
On  the  Jorh  of  Ocloiter,  i8g2,  3,Ir.  Noble  was 
ag^'aiii  married,  his  .second  union  being  with  Sally 
W ilson,  a native  of  Missouri,  and  tliey  liave  three 
children.  Margaret,  .Harry  .N.  and  .AKiert  G. 

ITu'  the  past  sixteen  years  Mr.  Noble  has  been 
a notary  public,  and  he  was  .ippointcd  postmaster 
of  Prc.ston  in  iMarch,  .1004,  v,  hich  office  he  is  now 
nlling.  Ill  ])olitics  he  has  always  lieen  a Democrat 
and  he  i‘;  one  of  the  prominent  citizens  of  his 
loc.aHty.  highly  e.steemed  for  h.i.s  genuine  worth. 
He  i.s  a member  of  the  Masonic  fraternily  in 
Fottslioro,  belonging  to  Lodge  Xo,  3c  6.  and  he 
has  also  taken  tlie  degrees  of  the  chapter  and  of 
the  commander)'.  He  joined  the  In.'lependi  nt 
'Order  of  Odd  Fellows  at  Fottsl.ior-o,  Texas,  has 
fille'i  its  offices,  and  for  the  last  seven  year.s  he 
has  been  a member  of  the  W'oodmen  of  the 
World.  typical  son  of  Te.xas,  he  lias  kept,  in 
tcmch  with  the  progress  that  has  characterized 
the  .great  southue-t  and  is  v.horoughl}  imbued 
wiih  the  spirit  of  enterprise  and  advancement 
th.ai.  liave  been  so  characteristic  of  this  section 
• ){  the.  country  .since  the  early  pioneers  reclaimed 
it  for  the  piir|>oses  td  ilizaiion. 

F.  F,  ,\1 1..T..KEY,  M,  D.,  a.  retire.!  physician 
"ikI  litini.ster  residing  at  >herman,  I’cxas.  who 
i.s  r!‘>w  serving  a.-  county  treasurer,  w.as  born  in 
Monroe  csnmty,  Kentucky.  December  16,  1S41, 
Ife  parenis  were  tlse  Rev.  John  Newton  an.i 
Nancy  (lo.jwe)  N.Iulkey.  both  of  wlioiri  were  na- 
tives of  die  Hlue  (irass  state.  The  father  was  a 
distinguished  mtntster  of  the  Christian  church 
an.l  i.'!!"  man;,  y ears  was  widely  know  11  in  this 
' •.nifecti'Sn  throughout  Kentucky  , Tennessee,  and 
aHitiiern  Illinois.  He  wm  associated  uiih  .\le,x- 
andcr  CamplHd!  in  In-  ini),x>rtaiit  work  of  organ- 


izing the  Christian  church  and  became  one  of  its 
])ionecr  preachers,  devoting  his  entire  life  to  the 
proclamation  of  the  gospel  as  understood  by 
that  denomination.  He  died  at  Glasgow,  Ken’ 
lucky,  in  1881. 

l.)r.  Mulkcy  was  reared  upon  a farm  near 
Bowling  (..ireen,  Kentucky,  until  1856,  when  the 
j)areiit>  removed  v\ith  their  iamib,  to  southern 
lllinoi.s.  settling  in  Perry  county  cast  of  the  town 
of  Tarnaroa.  He  had  acquired  a good  education 
and  at  the  time  of  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil 
war  lie  was  teaching  school  near  Benton 
in  Franklin  county.  Tie  decided  to  enlist 
111  the  Confederate  service  and,  going  to 
TeniK.ssee,  joined  Morgan's  command,  rc- 
mainin.g  in  that  service  on  the  border  line 
between  the  two  armies  until  the  close  of 
hostilities.  Following  the  war  he  located  at 
Rutherford  i’tation  in  tfibson  county,  Tennessee, 
whert  he  lived  for  more  than  two  years.  He 
then  returned  to  southern  Illinois,  wliere  he  spent 
four  years,  after  which  he  again  went  to  Tennes- 
,sec.  In  the  meantime  he  had  learned  and  fol- 
lowed the  cai'i-ienter’s  trade,  hut  later  he  studied 
fireparatory  to  the  practice  of  medicine  ami  en- 
tered r.poti  the  active  work  of  the  profe.ssion. 
in  iS/'.y  he  was  graduated  from  the  medical  de- 
partment of  Vanderbilt  University  at  .Nashville, 
Tennessee,  and  in  tS8o  he  came  to  Texa.s,  >et- 
iling  in  (.iray  son  couirap  v.  here  he  continued  in 
the  practice  of  medicine  for  many  years  with 
exctllcm  succcs.s.  He  is  now  retired,  however, 
■and  he  is  j.i'actically  refire.l  fn.m  the  active  work 
r.f  the  mini>iry,  for  he  ha<l  become  a regularly 
'.rdained  preacher  of  tlie  Christian  church.  He 
t.s  still  ueei>l\  interested  in  it.s  work,  however, 
and  yet  occupies  the  pulpit  occa.sion,ally.  In 
1902  he  was,  elected  county  treasurer  over  four 
<)ther  candidates,  receiving  a majority  of  sevens 
teen  hundred  and  twenty-three  over  his  nearest 
Colli  pctitfir. 

In  1S63,  Dr.  Mulkey  was  untied  in  ittarriage 
to  Miss  Mary  D.  Fowler,  of  Tennessee,  and 
thev  have  one  son.  Hori,  O.  C.  Mulkey, 
who  is  a .--ucce.ss.ful  lawyer  at  Commerce, 
Texas,  and  a distinguished  citizen  oi  the 
state,  who  represented  his  di.strict  in  the 
twenty-seventh  and  twenty-eighth  se.ssions  of 
the  general  as.sembly^  of  Texas.  Dr.  .Mulkey 
is  a man  of  fine  character,  of  broad  mentality, 
of  liberal  culture,  high  principles  and  genuine 
tv'inli  and  is  greatly  beloved  in  every  community 
where  his  professional  services  have  been  exerted 
for  the  physical  and  .spiritual  welfare  of  man- 
kiml. 


